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INDEX  TO  VOLUME  LI. 

03-Gcnrral  directions.  For  things  heppemaf  'V'^  W'V  j/V ce • 

% ™l,^ah*  [seP“  o/rlW-P .™-5nv™  a to  a 


ir  owi 


A. 


Abadie,  Dr.  his  letter 

Abolition  of  slavery—  [see  "Congress;”  “ Thomp- 
>n,  George”!  trial  and  acqnittal  in  Georgia,  of  an 


i a puttie  I 

34  | dinner  13 — his  answer  14 — his  reception  41) 
Bell,  Dr.  rescues  a German  princess  from  drown- 
ton,  George”]  trial  and  a'cqhittal  in  Georgia,  of  an  ing  ’ *e 

abolitionist  272;  abolition  convention  at  Harrisburg,  Benton.  Thomas  If.— see  [“  Conereu.”]  321,  3 .3 
pa  384  Bermudez,  judge,  attempt  to  lynch  49,  69 

224  Bernard,  general,  made  war  minister  of  France  J46 

wm  69 

riculture  119 

Adam,  Sir  Frederick  801  his  letters  to  J.  Q.  Adams  23o, 

Adams,  John  Quincy — [see  •‘Congress’’]  his  letter  Bird,  Dr. 
to  an  anti-masonic  committee  >51;  his  proposed  Births,  extraordinary 
course  concerning  the  presidential  election  151; 
his  remarks  on  a petition  from  ladies  for  abolishiti" 


pa  «5o-i  ijcruiuaez,  juuge,  aitcmpi  10  ivncn 

Academy  of  sciences  at  Paris— hoax  on  the  224  Bernard,  general,  made  war  minister  of 
Accidents  32,  82,  96, 128,  146,  152,  160,  163,  164,  Biddle,  Charles — his  plan  pf  a rail  road 
176,179,  192,  193,  208,  240,  288,  321,  352  Biddle,  Nicholas — his  remarks  on  agrici 


dent  Sant; 
Burr,  Aa 
83,  I 
Butler,  B 
ing  i 
Byron,  st) 


of  n j 


191; 


‘Jr  g« 


>P 


slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  316;  his  letter 
concerning  his  course  in  Whitney’s  case,  and  on 
the  petition  from  slaves  402 

Africa — [see  “Colonization,”  “Liberia,”  <§'C-]  east- 
ern, account  of,  by  Mr.  Isaacs  66 

French  troops  in  128 

Agg,  John,  claimant  of  a large  English  estate  96 
Air — solidified  179 

Alabama — [see  “Congress;”  “Presidential  elec- 
tion,”]  elections  in  4,  18,  226;  adjournment  of  the 
legislature  416;  rail  road  companies  incorporated  by 
416;  city  of,  and  Montgomery  rail  road  company  416 
Alexander,  emperor  of  Russia,  made  an  honorary 
member  of  a peace  society  ih  Boston,  and  then  ex- 
pelled from  it  208 

Alexander  the  Great,  statue  of  96 

Algiers  86,  304;  cotton  of  192 

Alibeaud,  trial  and  execution  of  10 

Allan,  Chilton — [see  “Congress”]  his  letter  con- 
cerning a charge  against  Francis  Granger  151 
Alcock,  Dr.  E.  J.  275 

Allen,  Ethan,  anecdote  of  164 

American  antiquarian  society  164 

Anderson,  James,  repels  an  accusation  against  H.  L. 

White  150— [see  “Law  cases.”] 

Andros,  Thomas  272 

Animal  magnetism  222,  223 

Anti-masonic  state  convention  proposed  416 

Antique,  an  a revolutionary  relic  66;  antiques  176 
Appointments  by  the  president,  &c.  290,322,416 

Appropriations  for  government  expenditures  2;  and 
for  offices  created  in  1836,61, 154;  [see  “Con- 
gress.”] 

Arago,  general,  his  death  492 

Aram,  j&ugene  16 

Arhuckle,  gen.  Mattheyv  129 

Arctic  enterprise  '•  11 

Ariel,  the  brig,,  fire  and  explosion  of  148 

Arkansas  -.-[see  “Congress,-”  “Presidential  eke 
tion,”]  meeting  of  the  legislature  81;  passage  of  the 
expunging  resolutions  145;  election  of  James  S.  Con- 
way as  governor81;  elections  in  97; — [see  “ Conway , 
James  S.”]  message  of  the  governor  139;  salaries 
of  officers  176 

Army — [see  “Congress,”]  general  orders  5,  21, 
54,  55,  87,  116,  149, 166, 167,  227,  402,  403;  see  272; 
promotions,  resignations  and  refusals  of  appoint- 
ment, &c.  17,21,  49,  117,  166,  224;  number  of  re- 
signations in  the  176;  see  320;  useful  invention  for 
the  sick  of  the  163 

Arsenic — mode  of  detecting  it  in  food  1 12 

Ashantee — two  sons  of  the  king  of,  in  London  160 
Atwater,  Arnzi,  his  account  of  the  settlement  of  the 
western  reserve  291 

Aurora  borealis  352 

Austria,  population  of  36;  sec  221,  224 

• B. 

Baltimore,  inspections  in  97;  addtess  directory  161 
delegation  of,  to  the  legislature  ' 320 

deaths  in  336 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  7,  97,  107,  274  , 352, 
353;  [see  “Rail  roads.”] 

Baltimore  and  Susquehannah  rail  load  123 

Bangor,  litigation  at  160;  deposite  bank  176 

Bank  of  England  97;  [see  “British affairs.”] 

Bank  of  the  U.  Stales  80,81,  97,  ID,  125,  137,  129, 
215, 225, 230, 337, 343;  [see  “lid die,  Nicholas;” 
“ Congress;”  “Pennsylvania.”] 

Banking — states  which  have  prohibited  the  issue 
of  notes  under  five  dollars  80;  in  Mlssachusetts  242; 
[see  “Deposite  banks.”]  capital  ip  the  U.  States 
162;  in  New  York  ( 257 

Barbadoes  164;  legislature  of  369 

Barbour,  James — his  eulogium  o«  Madison  170 
Barham,  the  frigate  ]44 

Barrell,  George  P.,  II.  S.  Consul  at  Malaga  178 
Bates,  Barnabas,  retires  from  the  New  York  post 
office  32 

Bayard,  James  A.,  appointed  U.  S.  Attorney  for 
Delaware 

Beasts  of  prey  destroyed  in  Sweden 
Beet-root  sugar  32;  [see  “ Manufacture 4.”] 


Caldwell,  James,  to  light  Mr 
Calhoun,  John  C-—  [*<* 
speech  at  a dinner  given  h 
Thompson,  in  S. 
road  88;  spoken 

Black,  John;  [see  “Congress.”] — his  remarks  in  the  arid  western  rail  road  conq 
senate  of  the  U.  States  on  certain  Indian  re- i the  admission  of  Mich 
serrations  412  speech  on  the  distribut 


17,  82,  144 


144 


176 


afas  p, 


■ letter  con< 
ent of the  g 
any  192;  h 
into  the  u 
bill  309.  31 


Blennerhassett’s  island  99 1 the  president  of  the  l'.  States  to  him  396 

Bonaparte,  Joseph  19,  176,  18p,  288  Call,  Richard  K.  321 — [see  “ Honda.  It  nr  in."] 

Louis  Napoleon — his  attempt  to  excite  a revolu-  Campbell,  lieutenant  Archibald  S. — bis  death  179 

tion  in  Strasburg  273;  Lucien,  sons  of  66,  86,  208;  | Canada.  Lower,  disturbances  in  99;  remarkable  and 
Napoleon,  sale  of  his  effects  9,  84: — his  order  con-  ridiculous  jury  in  164 

cerning  suicide  195;  memorandaof  his  generals  84;  Canada,  Upper,  meeting  of  the  legislature  194, 
Chateaubriand’s  remarks  concerning  him  147;  the  208;  burning  spring  in  99;  appropriations  for  roads 
twelve  apostles  192  and  for  the  Welland  canal  275 

Bonneville,  captain  16  Canals,  2,  7, 8,  96,  145,  192,  272,  274,275, 304,336, 

Bosnia,  insurrection  at  1101 

Boston,  supplying  pure  water  to  16;  increase  of  Canal  tolls,  travel,  trade,  kc  . X.  Y.  2,  7.  98.  Ins 
83;  revenue  of  97;  cargo  of  ice  and  apples  sent  to j Carey,  Mathew,  eulogium  on  him.  by  Rictianl 
Calcutta  from  96;  its  proposed  representation  in  Peters  34;  proposed  new  edition  of  bis  "Yindicia* 
the  legislature  of  Mass.  12S;  money  market  178,  Hibernicse”  130 

225;  usury  352;  flight  of  a cashier  192;  blind  choris-  Carlisle,  Richard,  his  conversion  to  Christianity  14  1 
ters  192;  fires  336;  mortality  384'  Carlos,  Don,  his  proclamation 

Bozzaris,  honor  to  16  Carrel,  Armand,  a French  editor — his  death  20 

Brady,  Samuel,  legend  concerning  168  Cass,  Lewis,  leaves  Washington  for  France  17 

Brainard,  Aldis,  the  polygamist  144;  further  notices  of  him  S2,  298 

Brandon,  William — his  death  208  Central  America,  scheme  of  emigration  to  36 

Brazil,  events  in  20,  101  Cesarian  operation — atFecling  case  of  a 176 

Bread  stuffs  93,  193;  quick  manufactured' bread  147  Chambers,  Thomas  J.  murders  Moses  Camp  2ns 
Breckinridge,  Robert  J. — his  letter  to  Dr.  Ward-  Chandler,  Joseph  R.,  extract  from  his  speech  at 
law  186  Philadelphia,  concerning  the  American  pn  ss  S3 

Brent,  William — his  petition  to  congress  con- ! Charlemagne's  Bible  90 

cerning  four  votes  given  in  Virginia  for  president  Charles  I.,  king  of  Great  Britain — his  Bible  221 
and  vice  president  of  the  United  States  357  Chateaubriand — bis  remarks  on  Napoleon  147 

Bridge  over  the  Ohio  80  Cherokees,  affairs  of  the,  letter  of  John  Ross  con  - 

Bristol,  ship  wreck  of  the  194  cerning  90;  letter  of  Mr.  Clay  150;  war  w ith  them 

British  affairs.  (5,6;  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  lo  them  290 

Agricultural  report  for  July  17;  alligator,  an  in  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  8 — [see  M t 
thp  Thames  208;  American  lands,  speculators  in  ! “ Congress.”] 

160';  bakers,  regulations  concerning  160;  banks.  | Chesney,  Col.  F.  R. — letter  from  31 

stringent  measures  of  160;  bank  of  England  98;  Cheverus,  Bishop,  biographical  sketch  of 
— r-~  **- - -J * -r  Chicago,  commerce  of 


British  association  for  the  advancement  of  science 
154;  Chamberlains  of  England,  hereditary  grand 
1 12;  church  uucs,  sale  of  property  for,  and  riot  176; 
Church  of  England  schools  112;  commercial  policy 
164;  criminality,  proportionate,  in  the  counties  of 
England  and  in  Ireland  154;  criminals,  relative  ages 
of,  in  England  and  France  154;  education  in  Eng- 
land 202;  exchequer  bills,  interest  on  160;  exports 
and  imports  of  hardware  and  cutlery  18;  of  cotton 
2;  exports  176;  factories,  laborers  in  English  275; 
lire  in  London  112;  protection  of  the  bank  of  Eng- 
land against  fire  290:  flogging  of  soldiers  and  ma- 
rines 208;  geological  changes  in  Great  Britain  83; 
Horticultural  Society,  London  144;  medical  prac- 
titioners, bill  concerning  112;  money  market  in 
England  100;  national  debt,  curious  calculations  re- 
lating to  it  210;  navy,  French  timber  for  the  British 
224;  Newgate,  state  of  36;  newspapers,  bill  con- 
cerning the  conveyance  of  10;  stamp  duties  bill. 
&c.  50;  duty  on,  reduced  115;  penalty  of  a million 
of  dollars  incurred  in  one  day,  under  the  new  stamp 
duties  act,  by  a ministerial  newspaper  20S;  New 
Grenada,  anticipated  rupture  between  England  and 
369,  385;  parliament,  scene  in  tile  home  of  com- 
mons 30:  debate  in  the  house  of  commons,  on  sla- 
very in  Texas  3S;  prorogation  of;  speaker’s  address; 
king’s  speech  79;  meeting  and  prorogation  of  193; 
postage,  arrangement  with  France  concerning  10; 
[see  “ Newspapers;”]  post  office  laws,  evasion  of 
96;  prosperity  in  England  99;  reading  taste  of  the 
British  public  83;  revenue  179;  roads,  public  288; 
Serpentine  river,  draining  of  the  201;  Smithfield 
market,  statistics  concerning  the  London  36;  tea 
drinking  in  England  99;  tea  trade  in  London  96; 
Texas  38;  Thames  tunnel  48;  comparative  height, 
weight,  and  strength  of  the  English,  Belgian,  Scotch, 
and  Irish  nations  154 

Broom-corn  16 

Buchanan,  James — [see  “ Congress.”] 

Buchanan,  judge  John,  273 

Bucldand,  Dr. — his  alleged  declaration  concerning 
the  age  of  the  world  144 

I Buffalo,  N.  Y. — trade  82;  wooden  pavements'  9 3 
sales  of  rea' 


•27  l 

Chili,  attempted  revolution  in  17S 

reported  hostilities  with  Peru  353.  385 

China,  trade  with  10;  a peep  at  102;  slavery-  in  228 
see  p.  181,  36 

Cholera  in  Charleston,  S.  C.  17.  3S.  49,  65,  84,  97 
in  the  vicinity  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  128;  in  the  pa- 
pal states  1 18;  cure  for  the  66 

Chorbon,  a disease  fatal  to  cattle  ar.d  men  96 

Christina,  queen  of  Spain — tier  pecuniary  invest- 
ments 144;  her  beauty  and  fascination  208 

Chronometers  201 

Churchill,  Mr. — redress  to  him  from  the  Turkish 
government  80 

Cincinnati,  a theatre  at,  destroyed  by  fire  160 

pork  market  of  8 1 1 

Clarke,  James,  governor  of  Kentucky — his  inau- 
gural address  4 1 

Clarksburg  (Va.)  clerk’s  office  burnt  16 

Clatow,  general — his  death  181 

Clay.  Henry — [see  “Concre.ss."] — his  speech  at  a 
public  dinner  given  to  him  in  Kentucky  14;  his  mar- 
vellous escape  from  death  17;  Ins  remarks  at  Lex- 
ington. Ivy.,  on  African  colonization  40;  his  letter  to 
John  Gunter,  a Cherokee  Indian  150;  his  letter 
concerning  a charge  against  Francis  Granger  152; 
his  remarks  on  asking  leave  lo  introduce  his  land  bill 
269;  re-elected  a U.  8.  senator  from  Kentucky  273, 
353;  his  remarks  on  the  distribution  bill  310;  his 
letter  accepting  the  office  of  president  of  the  Ame- 
rican Colonization  Society  339;  his  speech  on  the 
resolution  to  expunge  a part  of  the  journal  of  the 
senate,  for  1833-4  406 

Clayton,  John  M..  chief  justice  of  Delaware  321 
Clayton,  Thomas,  elected  a U.  S.  senator  305 
Cleveland,  trade  of  176.  180,  195 

Clinch,  general,  invited  lo  a public  dinner  in 
Georgia  400 — see  [“  Florida,  I lor  in.”] 

Coal  and  coal  trade  22.  32,  48,  SO,  112,  160,  176, 
304 — see  [“congress.”] 

Cochran,  John  H.,  invents  a rifle  of  extraordinary 
power  160,  194,  32(1 

Coffee,  gen.  John — his  death  112 

Coins,  ancient  16,  208;  proposed  issue  of  new 
coins  in  (he  United  States  128;  new  coin  of  fifty- 


estate  128 

192 1 Burchard,  Matthew  226 

2S8  I Burnet,  David  G.  President  of  Texas — his  mes-j  cent  pieces  240;  the  new  dollar  241;  gold  and  silver 
I sage  to  the  Texati  congress  189;  his  answer  to  presi-|  coin,  supply  of  2<4.  351 


INDEX. 


Cold,  effects  of  extreme  147 

Coleman,  George,  the  younger — his  death  304 

Colonization,  African — [see  “Congress.”]  40,  83 

Colonization  Society,  the  American,  its  receipts  48 
its  twentieth  annual  meeting  241,  259 

Compromise  act,  a test  question  concerning  the  414 
Concord  monument  258 

CONGRESS. 

Abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  &c. 
280,  316,  317,  318,  333,  334,  335,  336,  351 
359,378,  383,  390,  392,  399,  411,  413— [see 
“Yeas  and  nays.” — “Slaves.”] 

Adams,  Mr.  255,  270,  230,  281,  296,  316,  317,  318, 
334,  335,  351,  359,  380,  3S3,  385,  386,  387, 
389,  390,  396,  397,  399,  415 
Agent  of  claims  at  Paris  and  London  283 

Alford,  Mr.  359,  386,  397 

Allan,  Mr.  C.  297,  334,  335,  359,  383 

Amendments  to  the  constitution,  concerning  the 
election  of  P.  and  V.  P.  358 

American  authors  413 

American  seamen  2S1 

Anthony,  Mr.  280,  358,  359,  39S 

Appropriations  281, 360 

for  the  Indian  department,  &c.  360,  377,  414 

for  the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  399 
for  the  army  392,  393,  399,  416 

for  fortifications,  &c.  392 

for  completing  military  roads  in  Arkansas,  413, 

414 

for  the  navy  399,415 

Arkansas  413,  414,  415 

Ash,  Mr.  398 

Ashley,  Mr.  276,  280,  297,  383,  396 

Bank  of  U.  States — notes  of  the  late  415 

Banks  283 

Bastrop’s  heirs  294 

Bayard,  Mr.  294,  331,  347,  349,  378,  394,  411,  412, 

413 

Beale,  Mr.  351 

Bean,  Mr.  383 

Beaumont,  Mr.  399 

Belgian  and  Dutch  vessels  and  cargoes  394 
Bell,  Mr.  270,  271,  280,  315,  318,334,335,  351, 
352,  358,  359,  376,  396,  398 
Benton,  Mr.  238,  240,  253,  259,  269,  270,  278,  279, 
299,  320,  330,  331,  332,  333,  347,  348,  356, 
357,  392,  393,  395,  400,  411 
Black,  Mr.  315,  347,  392,  411,  412,  413 

Bond,  Mr.  334 

Boon,  Mr.  239,  280,  295.  315,  316,  317,  351,  395, 

396,  398 

Borden,  Mr.  316 

Bouldin,  Mr.  386,  397,  398 

Bounty  lands  283 

Boyd,  Mr.  335,  352,  358,  415 

Brent  and  Coxe,  memorial  of,  359 

Brent,  William,  of  Virginia,  petition  from  359 
Briggs,  Mr.  256,  281,  317,  334,  358,  359,  383,  395, 

399,  400,  415 

Briggs,  Dr.  John  P.  case  of,  380 

British  authors  316,  376,  377,  399,  400 

Brown,  Mr.  294,  378,  390 

Buchanan,  Mr.  278,  279.  298,  299,  314,  330,  331, 
347,  349,  357,  360,  378,  412,  414 
Bynum,  Mr.  334,  389,  390,  397 

Calhoon,  Mr.,  of  Kentucky  320,  359,  389,396,  397, 

398 

Calhoun,  Mr.  J.  C.  259,  270,  278,  279,  298,  307, 
314,  315,330,  331,333,347,  349,355,  356,  357, 
376,  377,  378,  379,  384,390,391,392,  393,394, 
400,  411,  413,  414 
Calhoun,  Mr.  of  Mass.  335,  333 

Cambreleng,  Mr.  271,  281,  282,  316.  318,  319,  333, 
350,  351,  359,  360,  380,  383,  389,  398,  399, 

„ 415,  416 

Carter,  Mr. 

Casey,  Mr. 

Chambers,  of  Ky.,  Mr. 

Chambers,  of  Penn.,  Mr. 

Chapin,  Mr. 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal 
Children  in  factories, 

Childs,  Mr. 

Claiborne,  Mr.  239,  297,  315,  351,  358,  396 

Claims  on  U.  States,  examination  of  294,  331 

Clay,  Mr.  256,  314,  315,  330,  331,  333,  346,  347. 
343,  349,  355,  356,  357,  376,  377,  373,  384’ 
390,  391,  392,  394,  400,  411,  413,  414,  416 

Clayton  Mr.  392,  411 

Coal,  duty  on  349 

Coffee,  George,  death  of  239 

Colonization  Society  255,  334,  355,  357,  359,  383, 

399 

Committees  of  the  senate,  standing  240,  254;  to  in- 
form Martin  Van  Btiren  of  his  election  to  the  pre- 
sidency 379,  390;  to  inform  Richard  M.  Johnson 
of  his  election  to  the  vice  presidency  379,  392 
Committees  of  the  House  of  R.,  standing,  239,  240, 
254,  280;  to  investigate  executive  departments  337, 
370,  380,  395;  on  steamboat  disasters  270;  to  inform 


Hoar,  Mr.  39K 

Holsey,  Mr.  297,  360,  S34,  389 

Hopkins,  Mr.  398 

Howard,  Mr.  282,  283,  297,334,  352,358,397,  398, 
v 399,  415 

Howell,  Mr.  359 

Hubbard,  Mr.  279,  294,  314,  349,  377,  392,  411, 

413 

Huntsman,  Mr.  280,  315,  350,  351,  358,  398 

Importation  of  goods— frauds  in  the  377 

281,  283,  351,  358,  359,  397,  415  j Imprisonment  for  debt  359;  in  the  District  of  Co- 

lurnbia  334 

Indian  affairs — [see  “ appropriations .”]  378,  379, 

399,  400,  412, 

Ingersoll,  Mr. 

Insolvent  debtors 
Iowa  Indians 
Island,  artificial 
Jackson,  Mr. 


255,  399 
351,  360 
2S0,  317,  383,  396 
2S3,  395,  396 
358.  398 
351 
384 
255 


Messrs.  Van  Buren  and  Johnson  of  their  elec- 
tion 396;  committee,  joint,  of  the  two  houses,  to 
examine  tire  votes  of  president  and  vice  president 
; ■ • g 356,  382,3^(5 

Compromise  act,  test  question  concerning  it  4f4 
Connor,  Mr.  256,  270,  350,  351,  359,  399 

Contempts  399 

Copyright  376,377,399,400,412 

Corwin,  Mr.  320,  333 

Court  of  inquiry  at  Frederick  411 

Craig,  Mr 

Crary,  Mr.  358,  359,  382 

Crittenden,  Mr.  270,  294,  330,  346,  392,  393,  395, 

400,  411,  413 

Cumberland  road — [see  “ yeas  and  nays.”]  394,  400 
Currency  in  payment  of  dues  to  United  States  357, 

392,  416 

Cushing,  Mr.  281,  351,  359,  360,  383,  389 

Cushman,  Mr.  281,  295,  320,  330,  333,  358,  359, 
4 380,  415 

Cutffbert,  Mr.  411,414 

Dana,  Mr.  270,  330,  331,  349,  414 

Davis,  Mr.  of  Ind.  240,  270,  280,  317,  335,  383,  390 
Davis,  Mr.  of  Mass.  256,  279,  294,  314,  320,  330, 
331,  347,  356,  357,  376,  379,  384,  392,  393, 

411,  413,  414 

Dawson,  Mr.  317,  358 

Decatur,  case  of  Mrs.  Susan  380 

Denny,  Mr.  399 

Deposite  banks  296,  380 

Distribution  bill  308 

District  of  Columbia— [see  “Abolition  of  slavery, 
fyc.;”]  penal  laws  in  349,  394;  banks  of  318;  days 

lor  considering  bills  relating  to  379 

Dromgoole,  Mr.  358 

Dry  docks  4 1 

Dunlap,  Mr.  282,  358 

Durett’s  heirs  296 

Duties  on  goods  destroyed  by  fire  at  New  York  411 
imports  * 355,  414 

Education  315,  347 

Elections,  freedom  of  315,  318,  351,  358,  359;  bill 
to  secure  the  376;  report  in  the  senate,  concerning 
the  election  of  president  and  vice  president  377, 
378;  in  the  house  382;  votes  for  president  and  vice 
president  counted  in  H.  R.  383;  election  of  vice 


president 
Ellicott  & Co.,  letter  from, 
Elmore,  Mr. 

Evans,  Mr. 

Everett,  Mr. 

Ewing,  Mr.  of  Illinois 


379 
413 
3S9 
316,  389 
255,  281,  283,  415 
413 


Ewing,  Mr.  of  Ohio  240,  253,  254,  298,  331,  346, 
347,  348,  349,  352,  384,  392,  394,  411,  412 
Express  mails  335,  359 

Expunging  resolution  320,  330,  331,  332,  346;  pro 


position  to  rescind  it 
Fairfield,  Mr. 

Florida 

Foreigners — immigration  of 
Forrester,  Mr. 

Forsyth,  John — claim  of 
French  indemnities 
French,  Mr. 

Fry,  Mr. 

Fulton,  Mr. 

Gainesville  and  Narkeeta  rail  road 
Galbraith,  Mr. 


378 
398,  400 
346,  413 
400,  413,  414 
270 
294 
392 

318,  335,  359,  389 
280 
256 
413 

283,  333,  415 


Gales  & Seaton’s  American  state  papers  379 

Garland,  Mr.  of  Louisiana  359,  380,  396 

Garland,  Mr.  of  Va.  283,  295,  296,  381,  398 

Gholson,  Mr.  389,  390,  396,  398,  399,  414 

Gillett,  Mr.  239,  255,  281,  282,  295,  296,  315,  3S1, 

398 

Glascock,  Mr.  316,  317,  383,  389,  396 

Goldsborough,  R.  H.  death  of  238 

Graham,  Mr.  271,  335,  396 

Granger,  Mr.  315,  359,  387,  397,  399,  415 

Grantland,  Mr.  386 

Graves,  Mr.  359,  389[  399 

Grennell,  Mr.  360,  414 

Grundv,  Mr.  254,  278,  279,  298, 307,  314,  331,  347, 
348,  349,  356,  377,  378,  379,  383,  390,  392, 

393,  395,  411,  413,  414 

Haley,  Mr.  397 

Hall,  Mr.  of  Maine  297,298 

Hamer,  Mr.  298,  318,  380, 382,  398 

Hannegan,  Mr.  270,  283,  295,  298,  350,  390,  397, 

415,  416 

Hard,  Mr.  253,  2S3,  399 

Hardin,  Mr.  283,  316,  336,  350,  351,  383,  396,  398, 

400 

Harlan,  Mr.  283,  295,  296 

Harper,  Mr.  271,  282,  283,  317 

Harrison,  Mr.  of  Missouri  271,  298,  397,  398 

Hawes,  Mr.  336,  350,  359 

Haynes,  Mr.  239,  317,  318,  360,  386,  3S7,  398 
Heister,  Mr.  335,  350 

Hendricks,  Mr.  278,  279,  293,  331,  378.  392, 

394,  400 
359 


Herod,  Mr. 


296,  319,  359,  396,  397,  399 
281 
377 
379 
316 

Jarvis,  Mr.  255,  271,  316,  335,  350,  358,  359,  379, 

383,  396,  399,  415 
Jenifer,  Mr.  316,  335,  350,  358,  389,  396,  414 
Jersey  city  414 

Johnson,  Mr.  of  Ky.  297,  335;  elected  vice  presi- 
dent 379 

Johnson,  Mr.  of  Louisiana  280,  315,  397 

Johnson,  Mr.  of  Tenn.  358,  380,  383,  397 

Jones,  Mr.  of  Ohio  334 

Jones,  Mr.  of  Wisconsin  271 

Jones,  Walter  appears  before  H.  R.  as  counsel  tor 
R.  M.  Whitney  ' 399 

Journals  of  congress — mutilation  of  335,  345 
Judicial  system  of  U.  States  282,  283,  392,  393, 

414,415 

Kent,  Mr.  238,294,333,394,411,414 

Kentucky  and  Tennessee  volunteers  395,  399,  414 
Key,  Francis  S. — his  letter  to  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  350;  appears  before  the  house  as  counsel, 
for  R.  M.  Whitney  399  400 

King,  Mr.  of  Ala.  240,  294,  331,  347,  348;  elected 
president  of  the  senate  356,357 

King,  Mr.  of  Georgia  294,  346,  394 

Kinnard,  George  L.,  death  of  240 

Knight  Mr.  253,  393,  413,  414 

Land  bill  268,  357,  369,  376,  377,  378,  379,  384, 
416 — [see  “ public  lands.”] 

Land  lratids  376;  [see  “public  lands.”] 

Lane  Mr.  270,  271,  295,  315,  334,  383,  396,  397, 

398,  415 

Lawler,  Mr.  359,  360,  389,  390 

Lawrence,  Mr.  319,  334,  335,  383 

Lee,  Mr.  Gideon  282,  335,  396,  415 

Leonard,  Mr.  399 

Lewis,  Mr.  255,  318,  386,  387,  389,  390,  398 

Lincoln,  Mr.  2S3,  351,  383,  389,  395,  396,  397,  398 
Linn,  Mr.  269,  279,  314,  348,  377,  400,  411,  413, 

414 

Lloyd,  William  B.  case  of  344 

Love,  Mr.  282,  283 

Lowrie,  Walter — sec.  of  the  senate,  resigns  232 

Loyall,  Mr.  255 

Lyon,  Mr.  378,  413 

Madison,  James — his  MSS  411,  412,  413 

Mann,  Mr.  of  N.  Y.  255,  256,  282,  283,  297,  315, 
317,  319,  333,  334,  350,  358,  359,  388,  395, 

398,  400,  415 
Marine  hospitals  376 

Martin,  Mr.  270,  382,  398 

Mason,  Mr.  of  Maine  415 

Mason,  Mr.  of  Va.  resigns  his  seat  351 

Massachusetts,  claim  of,  on  the  U.  States,  415 

McCarty,  Mr.  270,  395 

McKay,  Mr.  297,  319,  398,  415 

McKean,  Mr.  357 

McKennan,  Mr.  • 283, 380 

McKeon,  Mr.  281,  333,  335,  396,  415 

McKim,  Mr.  360,  399 

Meade,  R.  W.  claim  of,  on  the  U.  States,  415 
Meeting  of  the  24th  congress,  at  the  2d  session, 

232,  238 

Melville,  David,  a removed  gauger,  case  of  335 

Members  of  the  house  238 

Mercer,  Mr.  239,  255,  319,  350,  359,379,  382,  383, 
395,  396,  398,  399,  415 
Messages  from  the  president — annual  232;  see 
p.  239 ; transmitting  correspondence  with  Mrs. 
Madison  238,  245  ; transmitting  a report  from  the 
post  master  general  271;  concerning  Texas  272, 277; 
concerning  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the 
union  278;  concerning  the  Smithsonian  legacy  294: 
executive  314;  concerning  a canal  or  rail  road  near 
the  isthmus  of  Panama  314;  concerning  the  penal 
laws  of  the  District  of  Columbia  333;  transmitting 
correspondence  with  president  Santa  Ana  335;  con- 
cerning the  mint  349,  351;  with  communications 
from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and  the  U.  S. 
attorney  for  the  District  of  Columbia  349;  with  an 
act  of  the  state  of  Missouri  350;  concerning  Mexico 
and  Texas  352,  358;  recommending  contingent  re- 
prisals against  Mexico  378;  concerning  a treaty 
with  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians  379;  communicating 
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a treaty  with  Morocco  392,  399;  concerning  a] 

seizure  at  Bermuda,  of  American  slaves  394;  con- 
cerning relations  with  Peru  415 

Mexico,  352,  358,  378,  398,  409,  412 

Michigan  278,  294,  298,  307,  315,  322,  336,  351, 
358,  359,  376,  377,  378,  393,  413,  414  1 
Mileage  and  compensation  of  members  350,  352, 

Military  appropriation  bill  393;  establishment  393, 

Milligan,  Mr.  389  j 

Mint  351 1 

Mississippi,  contingent  locations  of  laqd  in  413 
river,  ike.  377  | 

Montgomery,  Mr.  297  j 

Moore,  Mr.  269,  279,  330,  395,  400,  413  j 

Morgan,  Mr.  335  : 

Morris,  Mr.  294,  298,  299,  333,  347,  349,  357,  377, 

378,  379,  394 

Muhlenburg,  Mr.  333  | 

National  bank  379 

National  hospital  399 

Naval  service,  employment  of  boys  in  the  413 
Navy  appropriation  bill  415 

Navy  department;  [see  “ Reports;”']  communica- 
tions from  the  298,  380 

Newcastle,  port  of  entry  411 

Niagara,  ship  canal  399 

Nicholas,  Mr.  269,  314,  349,  357 

Niles,  Mr.  269,  294,  315,  330,  347,  349,  390,  392, 
413,  414 

North  Carolina,  act  of,  concerning  American  sea- 
men 415 

Norvell,  Mr.  357,  378,  393,  394,  413 

Nourse,  Joseph,  claims  of  _ 357 

Officers  of  the  senate  254,  279 

Owens  Mr.  283,  319,  333,  398 

Parker,  Mr.  280,  281,  360,  393,  415 

Parks,  Mr.  280,  316,  358,  395,  398 

Passengers  from  foreign  countries  400,  414 

Patent  office  271,  314,  393 

Patterson,  Mr.  333,  383 

Patton,  Mr.  240,  255,  317,  350,  386,  387,  389,  396, 

397,  398,  400,  414 
Pearce,  Mr.  D.  J.  256,  271,  281, 295,  35S,  383, 395, 

399,  415 

Penal  laws  415 

Penitentiary  system  314 

Pennsylvania  ship  415 

Pensions  280,  281,  294,  296,  314,  351,377,380,  414 
Peru  415 

Petitions,  presentment  of  3S3 

Peyton,  Mr.  256,  296,  380,  382,  415 

Phillip?,  Mr.  317,  359,  379,  383,  389 

Pickens,  Mr.  280,  282,  334,  358,  389,  397,  415 
Pierce,  Mr.  413 

Pilots  415 

Pinckney,  Mr.  317,  318,  335,  389,  399 

Porter,  Mr.  294 

Post  office;  [see  “Reports.”]  399 

Prentiss,  Mr.  294,  390,  394,  413 

President  of  U.  S. — [see  “Messages,  ^rc.”]  his  letter 
to  Mr.  Calhoun  384,  390;  president  and  V.  P. 
examination  of  votes  for  356,  357 

committees  to  wait  on  232,  238,  239 

Preston,  Mr.  330,  336, 347,  378,  393,  394,  395,  400 

411,  412,  413,  414 
Public  lands  295, 296,  297,  315, 320,  331 , 333, 345, 
346,  347,  349,  350,  357,  380,  390,  392,  393,  413,  414 

tsee  “ Land  bill;”  and  “ yeas  and  nays.”] 
tail  roads  400,  413 

Rankin,  Christopher,  death  of  239 

Receivers  of  public  moneys  399,  413 

Reed,  Mr.  255,  315,  317,  353,  378,  383,  415 

Relief  vessels  • 392,  414 

Removals  from  office  335 

Rencher,  Mr.  315 

Reports.  Annual  report  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  246;  annual  report  of  the  secretary  of  the 
navy  251;  annual  report  of  the  secretary  of  war,  ad 
interim  261,  295;  annual  report  or  the  postmaster 
general  267;  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
concerning  New  York  duty  bonds  283;  report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  concerning  the  distribution 
of  the  surplus  revenue  297;  report  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  concerning  transfers  of  public  money 
312;  report  of  the  postmaster  general,  transmitting 
estimate  of  expenses  283;  report  of  the  postmaster 
general  concerning  the  burning  of  the  general  post 
office  building  271;  report  of  the  acting  commis- 
sioner of  the  general  land  office  286;  report  in  the 
senate  on  relations  with  Mexico  412;  report  in  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  325;  report  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives on  the  post  office  conflagration  344 

Revenue,  reduction  of  the  318,  321,  313 

Reynolds,  Mr.  272 

Ringgold,  Tench,  relief  of  413 

Ripley,  Mr.  256,  303 

Rives,  Mr.  279,  314,  330,  352,  357,  394,  411,  413 
Robbins,  Mr,  330,390,411,413 
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Robinson,  Mr.  256,  333,  349.  390,  394  I 349;  on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  designating  the 

Robertson,  .Mr.  297,  316,  35?,  35:*, • lor  Curt  to  the  l . St»U*  351 

395,  398  356  note.]  On  the  bill  392;  on  a motion  to  ti 
Ruggles,  Mr.  269,  314,  315,  390,  393  the  memorial  from  the  American  colonization 

RuFes  of  the  house  of  representatives  239  ty  357;  on  .Mr.  Buchanan's  amendment  to  tti 

Russell,  Mr.  : ill  357;  on  agreeing  to  the  land  bill  in  its  amended 

Santa  Ana  331,336,  380,398  form  357;  on  a resolution  leaving  undecided  the 

Seamen,  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  American  415  , question  of  the  validity  of  the  Michigan  votes  for  P. 
Senate,  members  of  the  232,253,  254,256,257,270,  and  V.  P.  378;  on  a motion  to  lay  on  the  table  a mo- 
293,331,330,360;  [see  “ Officers  of  the  senate.”]  ! tion  that  an  abolition  petition  from  Ohio  be  not  re- 
political cast  of  the,  after  March  4,  1837,  338  j ceived378;  on  the  passage  of  the  land  bill  384;  [M 

persons  privileged  to  be  admitted  on  the  floor  353  p.369;]  laying  on  the  table  a motion  lo  refer  to  a 
Sevier,  Mr.  279,  293,  333,  349,  360,  392,  400,  414  committee  a petition  concerning  the  slave  trade  in 
Shepard,  Mr.  W.  B.  271,334,  335,  379  District  of  Columbia  390;  on  reconsidering  t!  <•  vote 

Shields,  Mr.  415  on  the  second  reading  of  Mr.  Calhoun’s  bill  to  cede 

Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia — [see  dboli - the  public  lands  to  the  new  -tates  39o;  on  lav  n g on 
tion  of  slavery,  ^c.”]  slaves, right  of,  to  petition  con- ; the  table  a motion  for  the  second  reading  of  the  bill 
gress  396,  397;  petitions  from  383, 3S7,  390;  seizure  392;  on  laying  on  the  table  the  bill  making  cf  f ro- 
of certain  southern,  at  Bermuda  356,  379, 394  priations  for  fortifications  392;  on  the  passage  of  the 
Smith,  Mr.  281,  334  bill  393;  on  considering  a resolution  recognizing  the 

Smithsonian  legacy  9 294  independence  of  Texas  393;  on  the  bill  to  establish 

Southard,  Mr.  279,314,392,393,400,413  a foundry,  armory,  arsenals,  >cc.  394; on  engrossing 

Specie  circular  240,  253.  259,  346,  392  | the  bill  to  amend  ibe  act  for  punishing  certain  crimes 

State  department — [see  “ Foreigners ”]  communica- 1 against  the  U.  States  394;  on  the  passage  of  the  bill 
tions  from  the  314,  315,  400,  409,  414,  115  394;  on  striking  out  certain  sectionsof  the  Cumber- 
Steam  boilers  392 

Stockton,  Stokes,  et.al.  case  of  411 

Storer,  Mr.  270,315,351,399 

Strange,  Mr.  331,  333,  411 

Surplus  revenue  380;  statement  of  the  distribution 
of  the  238,297 

Surveys  399 

Swift,  Mr.  377,  390,  391,  394 

Taliaferro,  Mr.  397 

Tallmadge,  Mr.  330,  347 

Tariff  380,411,413,414,  416 

Taylor,  Mr.  283,  396,  397 

Texas  314,  336,  346,  347,  352,  358,  393,  398,  411, 

413,  415 

Thomas, Mr.  315,316,  319,  335,  336,  350,  351,358, 

359,  380,  382,  396,  39S,  415 
Thompson,  Mr.  of  S.  C.  280,  283,  295,  315,  351, 

359,  386,  387,  3S8,  389,  390  397 

Thomson,  Mr.  of  Ohio.  296,  359 

Thruston,  Judge,  case  of  359 

Tipton,  Mr.  253,  315,  330,  347,  348,  349,  384,  394, 

400,  411,  413,  414 
Tobacco  planters  414 

Tomlinson,  Mr.  279,  315,  347,  357,  392,  394,  413, 

414 

Toucey,  Mr.  296,  319,  351 

Treasury  department — [see“ Reports”]  communica- 
tions from  297,  298,  315,  318,331,359,383, 

393,  399,  415 

Tudor,  William,  jr.  his  correspondence  316 


land  road  bill  394;  on  an  amendment  to  the  bill 
striking  out  the  appropriation  for  Illinois  394;  on 
striking  out  a portion  of  the  bill  concerning  the  re- 
payment of  money  394;  on  inserting  a proviso,  dis- 
claiming any  pledge  on  the  part  of  the  government 
to  do  any  thing  further  for  the  Cumberland  road  394; 
on  engrossing  the  bill  for  a third  reading  395;  on  the 
bill  to  increase  the  military  peace  establishmentof  the 
U.  States  400;  on  Mr.  Black's  amendment  to  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  R.  H.  Meade’s  executrix  411:  on  a 
resolution  to  purchase  Mr.  Madison’s  MSS.  413;  on 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  military 
roads  in  Arkansas  414;  on  taking  up  the  bill  reducing 
the  dutieson  certain  imported  articles  414;  on  retain- 
ing the  present  duty  on  certain  articles  414;  on  re- 
taining the  present  duty  on  china,  porcelain,  earthen, 
and  stone-ware,  [a  test  question  as  to  the  compro- 
mise act]  414 

Yeas  and  nays  in  the  house  of  representatives — on 
receiving  a petition  for  abolishing  slavery  in  D.C. 
317;  on  motion  to  lay  the  same  on  the  table  318;  on 
presenting  petitions  from  slaves  390;  reconsidering 
the  vote  rejecting  a resolution  censuring  any  mem- 
ber who  should  nereafter  present  a petition  from 
slaves  396,  397;  on  a resolution  refusing  to  receive  a 
petition  from  slaves  397:  on  a resolution  denying 
that  slaves  have  a right  of  petition  397;  on  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  ttie  table  the  report  andbill  for  reduc- 
ing the  rev  enue  333;  on  suspending  the  rules  in  fav  or 
of  a resolution  to  prevent  the  mutilation,  Stc.  of  con- 
Turrill,  Mr.  282  . gressional  records  345:  on  laying  on  the  table  a pro- 

Underwood,  Mr.  255,  256,  280,  315,  335,  350,  851,  position  concerning  the  sales  of  public  lands  345;  on 
358,  390,  396,  397,  398,  399  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the  union  376 
Van  Buren,  Mr.  Y.  P.  of  U.  States — his  valedictory  Yell,  Mr.  296,  315,  351,  358,  400 

to  the  senate  356;  answer  of  the  senate  to  it ' Young,  Mr.  — 358 


357 

Vanderpoel,  Mr.  271,  283,  295,  296,  319,  335,  350, 
351,  358,  383,  390, 397,  399,  400 
Vinton,  Mr.  297,  315,  319,  358,  383 

Walker,  Mr.  240,  314,  330,  331,  333,  346,  347,  348, 
349,  355,  357,  360,  377, 378,  384,  390, 392,  393, 
394,  395,  411,  412,  413,  414 
Wall,  Mr.  294,  414 

War,  department  of— [see  “Reports”]  communica- 
tions from  the  318,  380,  3S3,  392,  415 

Ward,  Mr.  271 

Wardwell,  Mr.  350,359 

Washington,  Mr.  335,380 

Webster,  Mr.  256,  269,  270,  272,  316,  357,  377, 378, 
379,  390,  392,  413,  414 
Western  armory  393 

White,  Mr.  of  Florida  271,  280 

White,  Mr.  of  Tenn.  294,  314,  333,  360,  378,  393, 

395,  400,  412,  414 
Whitney,  R.  M.  his  case  295,  3S0,  395,  396,  397, 
398,  399,  400,  414,  415 
Whittlesey,  Mr.  239,  255,  271,  296,  315,  334,  358, 
3S0,  383,  399,  400,  415,  416 
Williams,  Mr.  of  Ky.  4(5 

Williams,  Mr.  of  N.  C.  283,  295,  315,  334,  390,  395 
Yeas  and  nays  in  the  senate — on  referring  a bill  to 
extend  certain  sections  of  the  deposite  act  of  the  last 
session  270;  on  motions  to  adjourn  294;  on  engross- 
ing fora  third  reading  the  bill  to  admit  Michigan  294; 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  294;  on  referring  the  whole 
subject  of  the  treasury  order,  or  specie  circular  315; 
on  the  expunging  resolution  332;  motion  to  discharge 
a disorderly  person  from  the  custody  of  the  sergeant- 
at-arms  333;  [see  “Lloyd,  Wm.  J J.”]  on  the  bill  for 
the  relinquishment  of  the  16th  sections  granted  for 
the  use  of  schools,  and  for  the  entry  of  other  lands 
in  lieu  thereof  347;  on  Mr.  Morris’s  amendment  to 
a bill  concerning  the  sales  of  public  lands  347;  on 
Mr.  Tipton’s  amendment  to  a bill  concerning  the 
sales  of  public  lands  349;  on  Mr.  Benton’s  amend- 
ment to  a bill  concerning  the  soles  of  public  lands 


Connecticut — [see  “C 
election ”]  elections  in  178; 


Congress;”  “Presidential 
extra  session  of  the  le- 
gislature 304 

Consignees,  rights  of  1 16 

“Constitution” — Russian  meaning  of  the  word  192 
Constitution,  the  frigate,  coach  made  from  it  for 
president  Jackson  288 

Consuls,  American  179 

Conway,  James  L.  governor  of  Arkansas,  his  inau- 
gural address  119;  his  message  139 

Copley,  sir  John  144 

Copper,  coinage  of  SI;  copper  mines  20S,  307 
Copy  right — [see  “Congress.”] 

Corn  32;  corn  trade  17 

Colton.  Imports  and  exports  of.  into  and  from 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  2,  97;  manufacture  of.  in 
U.  States  22;  in  U.  States  and  other  countries  138; 
price  of,  at  Liverpool  160;  crops  162,  168;  growth 
of,  in  the  U.  States  416;  cargo  of  224 

Courts  martial,  military.  Court ol  inquiry  at  Fre- 
derick, Md.  concerning  the  war  in  Florida  and  Ala- 
bama 82,  192,  209,  226,  227,  257,  288,  369,  401; 
[see  “Congress;”  “ Florida , tear  in;”  11  Gaines, 
Gen.;”  “ Jesup , Gtn.;”  Scott,  Grn.”  iSrc.] 

Courts  martial,  naval  240,  402 

Cowan,  F.sek  made  associate  judge  of  N.  York  17 

Creek  frauds  and  Creek  hostilities  1,  83,  193,  402 
Creeks,  removal  of  the  34,  65,  162 

Crops  60 

Cuba  194,  210,  275,  337;  reported  revolution  in  192; 

statistics  of  290 

Cumberland  road  301;  [see  "Congress.”] 

Custom  house  officers  288 

D. 

Dallas.  George  M.  his  letter  on  annulling  the  char- 
ter of  the  bank  of  the  U.  States  42;  examination  of 
it  by  “Madison;”  [see  “Upshur,  • dbel  P.]  remarks 
on  it  by  the  Washington  Globe  127 

Dana.  Judah,  elected  a senator  from  Maine  241 
Dayton,  Aaron  O.  2S8 

Dead  warrior,  sketch  of  a 3 


INDEX. 


v 


Delaware — [see  “ Congress ;”  “ Presidential 
election,”]  elections  in  305;  resolutions  ot'  the  legis- 
lature, instructing  the  senators  of  the  state  in  con- 
gress to  introduce,  ike.  a resolution  to  rescind  the 
expunging  resolution  37S,  404 

Deposite  banks — [see  “Congress”]  2S9,  295,  311 
Deposite  bill,  statement  concerning  it  226 

Dewey,  Mr.  his  remarks,  &c.  148 

Dickens,  Asbury,  secretary  of  state,  ad  interim,,  his 
note  to  Mr.  Gorostiza  198 

elected  secretary  of  the  senate  241,  254 

Dinotherium  gigantum  32;  its  immense  head  176 
District  of  Columbia,  slavery  in  the,  44; 
[see  “Congress,”]  resolutions  concerning  slavery  in, 
offered  in  the  legislatures  of  Georgia  and  Vermont 
210;  conflagration  of  public  buildings  in  Washington 
241,  242;  supposed  cause  of  it  272;  official  notices 
relating  to  242;  swords  made  in  the  338 

Dodge,  col.  Henry,  his  expedition  to  the  Rocky 
mountains  143;  his  letter  to  the  commissioner  of 
Indian  affairs  354 

Dogs — act  of  parliament  concerning  32;  in  New 
York  16;  tails  of  224;  a dog  saves  a ship’s  crew  80 
Dolphin,  U.  S.  schooner  82 

Doncaster,  wreck  of  the  ship  160 

Donelson,  Mrs.  her  death  290 

Downing,  lieut.  S.  D.  naval  court  martial  for  his 
trial  240;  retracts  his  charges  against  capt.  Thomas 
Ap  Catesby  Jones  402;  his  sentence  remitted  402 
Drisbrow,  Mr.  his  plan  of  boring  for  water  80 
Dufavel,  a well-digger — distressing  case  of  153,  164 
Dunklin,  Daniel,  governor  of  Missouri  144 

Dupin,  Baron  Charles,  his  calculations  154 

Duties,  reduction  of  224;  [see  “Congress.”] 

Duvall,  Washington,  his  address  to  the  public  105; 

E. 

Eagle  rail  road  and  lumber  company  416 

Echols,  Mr.  his  patent  144 

Edinburgh,  alleged  bankruptcy  of  176 

Editorial  notices, &c.l,  17, 33, 49,65,81,97, 113, 129, 
145,  161,  177,  193,  209,  225,241,257,  27%,  289, 
305,  321,  337,  353,  369,  385,  401,  8tc.&c. 
Egypt,  events  in  128 

Egyptian  hieroglyphic  112;  pyramids  36;  sideboard 
16;  society  in  Cairo  288 

Electioneering  in  England  94 

Elections.  In  Alabama  4,  18;  Arkansas  97;  Con- 
necticut 161;  Delaware  161,  195;  Georgia  100, 
116,  132,  196;  Illinois  305;  Indiana  3,  4S;  Ken- 
tucky 196;  Louisiana  196;  Maine  116;  Mary- 
land 18,  34,  48,  85,  100,  161,  195;  Massachu- 
setts 177,  195;  Michigan  274;  Mississippi  243; 
Missouri  4,  100:  New  Hampshire  177,  193,  211, 
242;  New  Jersey  100, 116.  163;  New  York  161, 
177,  195;  North  Carolina  4,  18,  196;  Ohio  116, 
132,  161;  Pennsylvania  100,  116,  132,  161,  195; 
Rhode  Island  18;  South  Carolina  116, 132,  145, 
195;  Tennessee  196;  Vermont  34,  82,  116,  145, 
163,  177;  Virginia  161,  196;  [see  “Presidential 
election,”  and  the  several  states  by  their  names.] 
Ellis,  Powhatan  U.  S.  minister  to  Mexico  353 

Ellison,  Andrew,  his  grave  above  ground  128 

Emancipation — [see  “ West  Indies,”  §c.]  10 

Emory,  Thomas,  273 

English  language — miscellaneous  materials  of  224 
Estcourt,  capt.  Jno.  B.  his  letter  31 

Euphrates  expedition  31 

Ewing,  Thomas—  [see  289,320;  see  “Congress”] 
his  letter  to  a committee  of  working  men  of  Cin- 
cinnati 123;  his  remarks  in  the  senate  on  his  resolu- 
tion to  rescind  the  treasury  specie  circular  259 

Exchange,  par  of  306 

Execution  at  sea  32 

Experiments  at  sea  131 

Exploring  expedition  49,  224,  227;  [see  “Con- 
gress.”] 

Express  mails  33,  137,  177,  225,  226,  257,  320,  336, 
384;  [see  “Post-ojjice.”] 

Expunging  resolutions  of  Mr.  Benton  401, 404,  405; 
anecdote  concerning  the  expunging  pen  353; 
[see  “Congress.”] 

F. 

Fall  river,  population  of  192 

Figs,  cultivation  of  128;  see  192 

Fire,  protection  against  290;  in  the  mountains  176 
Fires  16,  49,  80,  112,  148,  181,  221,  224,  241,  242, 

256,  271,  336,  352 
Fisher,  John,  his  card  8 

Florida,  war  in — [see  “ Court  martial”  <§-c.]  6, 18, 
35,  36,  49,  54,  66,  81,  85,  100,  113,  118,  123,  129, 
145,  148,  164,  181,  1S4,  196,209,225,226,241,257, 
260,  275,  276,  289,  305,  337,  339,  340,353,401; 
monument  at  Charleston,  S.  C.  to  deceased  volun- 
teers 48 

Florida,  Cape,  light  house  at,  burnt  181 

Flour  16,  384 

Food  of  man  3 

Forests,  sub-marine  99 

Forrest,  Edwin  273 

Forsyth,  John  secretary  of  state  81,  404;  his  letter 


to  Mr.  Ellis  409,  410;  [see  “Congress;”  “and 
Gales  and  Seaton.”] 

Fort  Gibson,  unhealthiness  of  305 

Forward,  Walter,  his  reply  to  a committee  of  demo- 
cratic citizens  of  Alleghany  county,  Penn.  142 
France,  statistics  of  9,  222,  304;  trial  and  exe- 
cution of  Alibeaud  10;  relations  with  the  U.  States 
16;  tour  in,  by  water  96;  spirit  of  the  Parisian  jour- 
nals 122;  troops  of,  in  Africa  128;  American  claims 
on  for  spoliations  prior  to  1800  137;  royal  tombs 
144;  relations  with  Switzerland  175,  180,  193;  with 
Turkey  221,  222;  another  attempt  on  the  life  of 
Louis  Philippe  385,  410 

Frick,  William  H.  collector  of  Baltimore  193 

G. 

Gaines,  gen.  E.  P.  [see  “ Court  martial,  lye.”  Flo- 
rida, war  in;”]  his  letter  to  the  governor  of  Ten- 
nessee 87;  recalled  from  the  south  western  frontier 
129;  see  162,  304,  401;  his  letter  responsive  to  an 
invitation  to  a public  dinner  at  Mobile  184;  disa- 
vows any  claim  to  the  honors  of  the  sortie  from 
fort  Erie  416 

Gale  in  the  St.  Lawrence  146 

Gales  and  Seaton  404 

Gallatin,  Albert,  his  letter  on  the  law  of  New  York 
in  restraint  of  paper  currency  329 

Garrett,  Thomas,  a revolutionary  veteran  34 

Gates,  major  289 

Geological  changes  in  Great  Britain  83 

Georgia,  [see  “Congress;”  “Presidential  elec- 
tion;” Surplus  revenue;]  elections  in  100,  116,  177, 
195;  governor’s  message  203;  meeting  of  the  legis- 
lature 177;  its  adjournment  304,  sale  in  England 
of  Georgia  lands  160 

German  literature  16;  festivals  48 

Gibraltar,  trade  of  32 

Girard,  Stephen,  proceedings  to  set  aside  his  will  48 
Gold,  amount  of,  coined,  &c.  at  the  U.  S.  mint  48, 
81,  97,  162,  338— [see  “Coin.”] 

Gohlsborough,  Robert  H.  death  of  81 — see  238 
Goodman,  Rev.  Mr.  279 

Gorostiza,  Mr.  terminates  his  mission  and  leaves 
the  U.  States  for  Mexico  177 

his  note  197;  [see  “U.  States  ” &c.] 

Government  expenditures  2 

Grand  Key,  Turks  Island,  a free  port  114 

Granger,  Francis,  defended  against  the  charge  of 
being  an  abolitionist  151 

Granite,  remarkable  natural  rift  or  dyke  in  a quarry 
of  114;  see  192 

Greece,  &c.  events  in,  101,  128 

Greenough,  Thomas,  last  of  the  Nobscussets  352 
Griswold,  George,  letters  from  him  and  Benjamin 
L.  Swann  to  Mr.  Woodbury  133 

Grundy,  Felix— [see  “Congress;”]  his  speech  in 
the  U.  S.  senate  on  the  admission  of  Michigan 
into  the  union  322 

Gum  elastic,  manufactures  from  3 

H. 

Hackett,  the  comedian,  claimant  of  a barony  144 
Hamilton,  James  jr. — report  on  Texas  277 

Hardware  and  cutlery,  exports  of  British  18 

Harlaera  rail  road  tunnel  • 8 

Harrison,  gen.  W.  H. — his  letter  to  Sherrod  Wil- 
liams 23;  his  letter  to  citizens  of  Staunton,  &c.  44; 
his  reception  at  Baltimore  49;  his  letter  repelling  a 
charge  that  he  had  sold  white  men  94;  see  188;  his 
letter  repelling  a charge  that  he  had  burnt  a Mora- 
vian town  in  Canada  150;  his  letter  concerning  the 
tariff,  compromise  bill,  ike.  189 

Harvard  university,  centennial  anniversary  of  80 
Havens,  Mr.  humanity  and  gallantry  of  3 

Hayne,  Robert  Y.  intendant  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  48 
Head,  sir  Francis,  governor,  notice  of  his  address  to 
the  Canadian  legislature  194 

Heileman,  col. — his  life  insurance  48 

Hendricks,  William;  [see  “Congress;”]  his  re- 
marks in  the  U.  S.  senate  on  the  expunging 
resolution  346 

Henry,  Dr.  William,  a chymist — his  suicide  144 
Herring,  statistics  of  this  “interesting  fish”  416 
Hessian  fly,  habits  and  progress  of  182 

Hindoo  exhibition  103 

Hitchcock,  capt.  Ethan  A.  225 

Hocker,  Alfred,  made  a post  master  240 

Holcomb,  Amasa,  his  telescope  160 

Ho-poe-thle  Yo-ho-lo — his  talk  37 

Houghton,  Mary,  curious  story  of  129 

Houston,  Samuel,  president  of  Texas;  his  procla- 
mation 67;  invents  an  “awfully  destructive”  weapon 
112;  “the  Washington  of  Texas.”  113 

Hunt,  Memucan,  another  minister  from  Texas  to 
U.  States  400 

Huntsman,  Adam;  [see  “Congress;”]  hislettercon- 
cerning  the  president  and  the  deposite  biil  226 

I. 

Ice,  a vessel  in  the  352 

Iceberg,  encounter  with  an  30;  see  96 
Illinois — [see  “Chicago;”  “Congress;”  Presi- 
dential Election;”]  meeting  of  the  legislature 
272;  elections  in  305 


Immigration  of  foreigners,  [see  “Congress,”]  400, 

413,  414 

Imports  and  exports  for  six  years  320 

Inclined  planes  130 

Indiana — [see  “ Congress;”  “ Presidential  elec- 
tion;"] elections  in  3,  257,  352;  convention  in  304; 
adjournment  of  the  legislature  416;  White  Water 
canal  145 

I ndians;  [see  “ Cherokees “ Congress;”  “ Creeks;” 
and  p.  35,  289,  305,  352;]  lands  conveyed  to  emi- 
grating tribes;  number  of,  ike.  143;  of  the  north 
west  354;  in  Arkansas  195;  the  Winnebagoes  178; 
honesty  of  the  256;  execution  of  six  256 

Indian,  payment  at  Logansport,  riot  at  the  146 
princess,  funeral  of  an  117 

Indian  stream  diffic ulties;  report  concerning  the  231 
treaties  84,  130,  162 

written  language  140 

Ingersoll,  Charles  J. — his  letter  on  the  U.  S.  bank 
and  vested  rights  215 

Insurance — [see  “Heileman,  Colonel;”  “ Law 
Cases;”]  unearned  premiums  on  policies  of  83; 
Vermont  Mutual  Insurance  Company  116;  heavy 
losses  of  marine  insurance  companies  240 

Iron,  improvement  in  puddling  32;  new  process 
in  smelting  147 

Island,  a growing  163 — [see  “Congress.”] 

Isthmus  of  Panama,  project  of  a rail  road  across  69 

J. 

Jackson,  Andrew,  president  of  the  U.  States — 
[see  “Congress;”]  his  visit  to  Jonesborough,  Tenn. 
and  answer  to  an  address  13;  his  toast  at  a public 
dinner  given  to  him  near  Nashville  17;  leaves  Nash- 
ville lor  Florence,  Ala.  32;  his  letter  to  certain 
citizens  of  Bedford  county  Tenn.  43;  portrait  of 
him  for  the  City  Hall  at  Washington  city,  D.  C.  48; 
his  reception  and  speech  at  Nashville  76;  returns  to 
Washington  city  81;  his  answer  to  an  invitation  to 
attend  a festival  in  honor  of  Lemuel  Pay  liter’s  elec- 
tion to  congress  150;  his  health  194,  226,  273;  Ilia 
opinions,  &c.  of  the  deposite  bill  226;  letter  of  the 
sultan  of  Muscat  to  him  258;  a carriage  made  lor 
him  out  of  the  Constitution  288;  gen.  Ripley’s  eulo- 
gy on  him  303;  his  letter  to  Mrs.  Donelson  339; 
his  answer  to  an  invitation  to  a festival  at  Philadel- 
phia on  the  8th  of  January  342;  anecdote  concern- 
ing him  353;  his  letter  to  the  committee  of  the  H. 
R.  for  inquiring  into  the  executive  departments 
370;  his  letter  to  Mr.  Calhoun,  of  S.  C.  390;  his 
answer  to  a letter  from  certain  members  of  the 
legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  inviting  him  to  Har- 
risburg 401;  large  cheese  presented  to  him  402;  his 
opinion  on  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry 
concerning  the  campaign  against  the  Creek  In- 
dians 402 

Jackson,  Andrew,  jr.  secretary  under  a land  office 
law  226 

Jarvis,  William  C. — his  death  by  suicide  112 
Jersey,  farmers  of,  robbed  of  their  Alderney  cows 

144 

Jesup,  gen.  T.  S. — [see  “Florida  War,”  &c.]  let- 
ters from  55,  33S,  339;  his  controversy  with  gen. 
Scott  74;  his  correspondence  with  some  gentlemen 
in  Alabama  123 

Jewish  marriages  37 

Jews — their  condition  in  England  and  France  80 
their  condition  at  Warsaw  96 

Johnson,  Richard  M.  [see  “ Congress;”]  his  ap- 
peal to  his  congressional  constituents  for  support  in 
his  canvass  for  the  vice  presidency  151;  elected  by 
the  senate  vice  president  of  U.  S.  379;  his  letter 
accepting  the  office  404 

Johnstown,  fire  at  224 

Jones,  Walter — [see  “Congress.” 

Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute  146 

Judges,  longevity  of  four  living  128 

K. 

Kearsley,  Mr. — his  remarks  in  the  British  house 
of  commons  30 

Kendall,  Amos,  post  master  general — [see  “Con- 
gress;”] his  answer  to  a letter  from  Samuel  Me 
Kean  137;  his  answer  to  an  invitation  to  attend  a 
festival  in  honor  of  Lemuel  Paynter’s  election  to 
congress  J50 

Kennedy,  John,  appointed  a commissioner  of  claims 
under  a Cherokee  treaty  144 

Kentucky — [see  “ Congress;”  “ Presidential 
Election;”]  governor  Clark’s  inaugural  address  41; 
elections  in  273;  exports  of  304 

Kinnard,  George  L. — his  death  240;  see  208,  224 

L. 

La  Guayra,  affairs  at  55 

Lake  Erie,  commerce  of  352 

Lake  Superior  96 

Land  office  frauds  384;  [see  “ Congress.”] 

Lane,  col. — his  death  ]64 

Law — indemnification  in  Switzerland  to  accused 
persons  who  are  acquitted  32;  singular  oversight 
in,  an  English  law  96;  profits  of  litigation  208 

Law  cases — [see  “ Ralhbun;”]— Abolition  of 
slavery — trial  and  acquittal,  in  Georgia,  of  E.E.  Ro- 
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berts,  an  abolitionist  272 — attorneys — Payne  v.  Bar- 
bour, Payne  v.  Smith;  suits  against  attorneys,  lor 
neglect  of  duty,  and  want  of  professional  skill  50; 
Baida — indictment  of  three  hank  commissioners, 
tor  a fraudulent  disposition  of  stock  among  them- 
selves 112;  Burning  of  the  U.  S.  treasury  building — 
trial  of  Harry  White  305,  337,  384;  trial  of  Richard 
H.  White  257,  273,  305,  321,  337;  Captains  of  ves- 
sels, liability  of , U.  S.  v.  Mahon;  (J.  S.  v.  Boardman; 
suits  against  captains  lor  refusing  to  bring  borne 
American  seamen  50;  Allen  v.  Rowland,  suit 
against  the  captain  of  a merchant  vessel  for  ill- 
treating  a seaman  123;  arrest  of  capt.  Otis  Taylor 
for  flogging  a seaman  to  death  288;  Combination — 
[see  *• Trades  Unionists;”']  Contract — Ewing  v. 
Wood,  breach  of  agreement  relative  to  the  sale  of 
a house  152;  Distress — “sufficient  distress”  240; 
Ecclesiastical  law — case  of  au  unlicensed  confessor 
in  France  112;  Editors — trial  of  Day  and  Beach, 
editors  of  the  Sun,  for  abducting  a packet  contain- 
ing the  president’s  message  116;  trial  of  M.  Skouffis 
el  al.  editors  of  the  Sotir,  a French  paper  221;  Fra- 
zer v.  Berkeley,  assault  and  battery  304;  Fences — 
decision  concerning  division  fences  192;  Forgery — 
conviction  of  James  Anderson  208;  Fraud — case  of 
Venables  and  Peinbleton,  extensive  frauds  152; 
McGregor  v.  McKinley,  fraudulent  purchase  of 
goods  162;  French  court — singular  scene  in  a 201; 
Insurance — decision  of  the  vice  chancellor  of  New 
York,  concerning  unearned  premiums  on  policies 
of  insurance  83;  Hercules  insurance  company  of 
Scotland  et  al.  v.  Hunter,  insurance  against  fire, 
frauds  93;  Lamon  v.  Mix  et  al.  letter  of  credit  210; 
Liability  of  a judge  of  a court — Suit  of  the  Anti- 
Slavery  Society  against  Richard  Riker,  recorder  of 
N.  York,  for  disobeying  a writ  dc  homi.ne  repleginndo, 
in  the  case  of  Jesse  Collier,  alias  Abraham  Gosley 
84;  Larceny — Thomas  J.  Aimes,  a thief  extraordi- 
nary 223;  Law  suit,  picture  of  a,  a curious  Spanish 
relic  18;  Libel — Carpenter  v.  Coburn  94;  Murder 
— Samuel  Ackley  convicted  of  having  murdered 
his  wife  by  impalement  20S;  Polygamy — trial  and 
conviction  of  Aldis  Brainard  144;  Rail  road  collision 
— Thompson  et  al.  v.  Providence  rail  road  company; 
Rust  v.  same  damages  on  account  of  collision  of 
cars  322;  certain  U.  S.  seamen  v.  Boston  and  Provi- 
dence rail  road  company;  injury  from  collision  be- 
tween two  locomotives  288;  Ship  owners,  liability 
of—  Fetterplace,  Hiler  & Co.  v.  Tinkhain  & Hart, 
action  for  injury  done  to  merchandise  133;  Slander 
— Mills  v.  Mason  224;  Slave  cases — [see  supra 
“Judge  of  a court;”]  case  of  commonwealth  v.  Avis 
at  Boston  4,  49,  55;  a slave  case  at  Reading,  Penn. 
112;  case  of  Jesse  Redmond,  alleged  to  be  Mr.  Tur- 
lington’s slave,  New  York  203;  Steamboats — com- 
mitment of  Joshua  Andrews,  first  mate  of  the  steam 
packet  William  Gibbons,  for  trial  for  robbing  the 
passengers  162;  bank  of  Bridgeport  v.  heirs  cl  al. 
proprietors  of  a steam  boat;  liability  for  stolen  pro- 
perty 227;  Trades  unionists — trial  and  punishment 
of  a number  of  at  Nantes,  for  combination,  &c.  160 
Lawrence,  Abbot — see  “Congress;”]  his  remarks 
on  the  bill  for  reducing  the  revenue  319 

Lead  trade  96 

Leaps,  dreadful  112,  12S 

Leigh,  Benjamin  Watkins — his  letter,  declining 
an  invitation  to  a dinner  in  Orange  co.  N.  C.  89; 
his  letter  resigning  his  seat  in  the  senate  of  U.  S. 
243;  proceedings  in  the  legislature  of  Virginia  con- 
cerning it  274 

Lexington  and  Woodville  rail  road  company  416 
Liberia — [see  “ Colonization ;”]  8,  225;  trade  of 
112;  letters  from  colonists  200 

Life  spar  256 

Lightfoot,  Samuel  L.  appointed  surveyor  of  the 
port  of  Norfolk  98 

Linden  rail  road  company  416 

Linthicum , Wesley — [see  “ Reform  or  Revolution” 
in  Maryland;]  his  address  to  the  public 
his  letter  to  his  co-recusants 
Liston,  Sir  Robert,  death  of  1 

Liverpool,  education  in 
Lloyd,  William  B. — [see  “Congress”]  33 
memorial  to  congress  . 34 

Lockjaw 

Locomotive  power^new 
Locusts  in  Syria 

London,  plan  of  supplying  it  with  sea  water 
Long  Island  farms 
Longevity,  cases  of  128,  144,  208 

Louis  XVI,  a person  claiming  to  be  his  son  131 
Louis  Philippe,  king  of  the  French;  another  at- 
tempt to  assassinate  him  385,  401 

Louisiana — [see  “Congress;”  “Presidential  elec- 
tion;”] elections  in  338 

Louisville,  Cincinnati  and  Charleston  rail  road,  re- 
port concerning  it  109;  subscriptions  to  it  160 
Lovell,  Dr.  Joseph — his  death  113 

Loyal!,  George  416 

Lucas,  Robert,  governor  of  Ohio — his  letter  con- 
cerning his  political  sentiments  105 


Lunar  rain  bow 

Lynch  law  49;  [see  “Mob  /arc.”] 

Lynch,  Mathias— his  punishment  for ' malicious 
practices  on  a rail  road  96 

Lynuhurst,  lord,  said  to  have  been  born  in  Boston 

Lynn,  failure  of  the  Nahant  bank  at  208,  224 
M. 

Macedonian,  the  frigate  176 

.Machine  for  raising  coals,  &c.  99 

McCulloch,  James  H. — his  death  161,  195 

McDuffie,  George,  governor  of  South  Carolina — his 
message  229;  see  242,  273 

his  address  before  the  legislature  276 

McKean,  Samuel — see  “Congress;”  his  letter  to  the 
post  master  general,  concerning  the  political 
conduct  of  deputy  post  masters  137 

his  letter  to  the  H.  of  R.  of  Pennsylvania  con- 
cerning the  expunging  resolution  405;  see  40 1 
McKinley,  John,  elected  a LT.  S.  senator  from  Ala- 
bama 226 

McLane,  Louis,  elected  president  of  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  rail  road  company  274,  353 

Macomb,  John  N.  112 

Madison,  James,  eulogimn  on  by  gov.  Barbour  170 
Magnetic  needle — query  concerning  the  195 

Mahmoud,  sultan  , 224 

Mail,  robbery  of  the  192;  attempted  336 

Mails  176,  256;  [see  “ Express  mails;”]  144 

Mail  contractors  fined  81 

Maine — [see  “ Congress ;”  “Presidential  election.”] 
elections  in  116,  178,241;  resources  of  272 
Malibran,  Madame  4S;  her  death  and  funeral  160, 

163;  see  224 

death  of  her  ex-husband  304 

Mangum,  Willie  P.  resigns  his  office  of  U.  S.  sen- 
ator 209 

Manufactures — [see  “C  ongress,”  &c.]  of  beet 
root  sugar  32,  80,  84,  96;  bread  147;  a buggy  192; 
combs  144;  cordage  and  twine  144;  cotton  22,  13S; 
hemp,  New  Zealand  115;  India  rubber  or  caout- 
chouc 210;  from  nettles  16;  of  old  garments  into 
new  9;  of  rifles  320;  of  shoes  112;  of  silk  80,96, 
112;  of  swords  338 

Marcy,  William  L. — his  “farm”  ISO 

Maria  Louisa,  ex-empress  of  France  16 

Maria  Monk’s  disclosure  97 

Martineau,  Harriet — her  expected  work  on  the  U. 
States  144 

Maryland — [see  “Congress;”  “Presidential  elec- 
tion,” “Reform  or  Revolution”  in  Maryland — “Sur- 
plus Revenue;”]  eleetions  in  IS,  34,  4S,  85,  100, 
289;  loans  65;  meetings  of  the  legislature  193.  273; 
a senate  elected  199;  adjournment  of  the  H.  of 
delegates  209,  214;  governor’s  message  213,  291; 
meeting  of  the  reform  convention  215;  commission- 
ers appointed  to  negotiate  the  internal  improve- 
ment loan  273;  finances  of  336;  professions,  See. 
of  members  of  the  legislature  384 

Massachusetts — [see  “Congress;"  “ Presiden- 
tial election;”]  triennial  festival  of  the  Mass.  Me- 
chanics’ Charitable  association  105;  thanksgiving 
day  in  114 

Maulsby,  I.  D. — his  card  121 

Medford,  Mass,  ships,  &c.  built  at  144 

Medical  statistics  201 

Meetcer,  Messrs. — fire  in  their  ware  house  401 
Meteors  160,  179 

Meunier  attempts  to  assassinate  the  king  of  the 
French  385,  401 

Mexico— 20,  21,  33,  34,  SI,  97,  113,  129,  160. 
164,  176,  191,  192, 194,  209,  224,  225,  273,  290,  321, 
369,  385;  population,  characteristics,  See.  of  IS;  let- 
ter from  Natchitoches  87;  reported  mission  from 
Spain  147;  independence  of,  recognised  by  Spain 
337;  official  correspondence  concerning  her  rela- 
tions with  the  U.  States  409;  [see  “Congress;” 
Texas;”  “ U . States.”] 
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275,  400.  401,  409 

Mobile  rifle  company,  generous  act  of  the 
Monk,  Maria, 

Moore,  iieury — his  humanitj  and  courage 
Morfit,  Henry  M.,  commissioner  to  Texas  1 
Morris,  Thomas— [see  Cbngres*”]— his  spee 
the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the  I'nion  327 
remarks  concemiug  W,  D.  Lloyd's  removal 
Morris  Canal  and  Banking  company 
Morton,  gen.  Jacob — bis  death 
Mountains,  height  of 

Mublenbeig,  Henry  A.  [see  “Conere**”] — hii 
ter  on  being  named  as  a candidate  lor  a y 
the  U.  S.  Senate 

Murder,  and  attempts  to  murder 

Murdeicr  a,  burned  alive 
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224 

Miguel,  Don 

112 

192 

115 

Milk,  instrument  to 

est  its  quality 

176 

176 

Miller,  Jesse,  first  auditor  of  the  treasury 

114 

131 

Milton’s  watch 

111 

Mint,  the  274,351;  [see  “Coins;”  “Gold.”] 
Mirage,  called  Spectre  of  the  Brocken,  153 

Miramichi,  a free  port  80 

Mississippi — [see  “ Congress;”  “ Presidential 
election;”]  boundary  line  with  Tennessee  145; 
banking  in  416;  rail  road  from  the  line  of,  to  Mo- 
bile 416 

Mississippi  river,  changes  in  the  bed  of  the  lower  82 
sources  of  the  163 

Missouri — [see  “Congress;”  “Presidential  elec- 
tion;”]  elections  in  4,  100,  226;  resignation  of  go- 
vernor Dunklin  144;  charters  of  a bank,  a rail  road, 


Nacogdoches,  letter  from 
Naples,  statistics  of,  96:  dowry  of  the  proposed 
queen  of  144;  rebellion  in  275 

Napoleon — [see  “Bonaparte"]— case  of  D.  Pierre 
and  D.  Antoine  Lucien  12 

1 Nashville  rail  road  369 

I Natchitoches,  wants  at  99 

Nations — physical  characteristics  of  several  154 

Navy — [see  “Congrrsi”] — assistant  surgeons  in 

the  257;  board  of  examination,  compo.-.  ; of  i.ial 
surgeons  98,  147,  163;  naval  courts  martial  24ft, 
402;  depot  S4;  Lyceum  at  BrookU  n news  52. 
160,  178,  241,  2S8;  warfare  invention  by  R.  L.  Ste- 
vens ’ 304 

Ne-ah-mi-co,  death  of  416 

Neapolitan  indemnity  49,  65 

Nelson,  lord — account  of  the  amputation  of  his 
arm  1 29 

1 Nettles  16 

New  Grenada  68,  S69,  385 

Newark.  N.  J. — great  fire  at  146 

New  Hampshire — [see  “Congress;”  “Presiden- 
tial election;”]  elections  in  257 

New  Jersey — [see  “ Congress;"  “ Presidential 
election;]  elections  in  100.  116,  163:  meeting  of  the 
legislature  129;  beets  and  banking  in  80 

New  Orleans — All  Saint’s  day  in  182;  a chande- 
lier at  144;  commercial  prosperity  of  16c;  extortion 
by  seamen  at  240;  giowth  of  32;  health  of  32.  112; 
hospitality  of  352;  immigrants  to  160,  192;  .scarcity 
of  specie  at  160 

Newspapers — [see  “British  Affairs;”  “Press.”] 
'statistics  of  3,  93 

j conveyance  of  10 

the  Algemeine  Zeitung,  a newspaper  at  Augs- 
burg 32 

immense  penalty  incurred  by  an  English  news- 
paper 208 

I New  York  state — [see  “Banks;”  “Canals;” 
“Presidential  election.”] 

elections  in  401 

votes  for  governor,  from  1789  to  1834  195 

banking  capital  in  257 

restraining  currency  law  370 

Dutch  names  of  places  in,  explained  131 

New  York,  cily  of—  American  Institute  145;  aris- 
tocracy in  116;  banks  in  193.  306,  322,  5'4:  new 
plan  of  a banking  institution  28S;  Tradesmen’s 
bfink  288;  memorial  of  the  board  of  trade,  concern- 
ing the  U.  S.  bank  343;  bell,  a new  112;  Bowery 
theatre  destroyed  by  fire  49;  rebuilt  288;  bin. dings 
erected  in  80;  burnt  district  in  80;  commerce  of 
1 339;  deaths  in  16,  130,  195.  336;  dogs,  massacre  of 
196;  exchange  208,306;  flow  riot  or  mob  400.  401, 
103,  416;  fortifications  iiV  thelntflior  t>T"R2;  frauds 
] extensive,  of  two  storekeepers  152;  imports  into 
195;  money  market.  83,  225.  289;  physicians,  va- 
riety of,  in  112;  pilots  352;  post  office,  a branch  of 
| the  city,  established  in  Wall  street  160;  prices  and 
value — high  prices  of  coni  80;  of  grain  1184;  value 
of  real  and  personal  estate  17.  167.  176;  rents  of 
j houses  394;  usury  352;  wooden  pavement  in  Broad- 
way. particulars  concerning  it  S;  youth  in  the, 
eases  of  their  depravity  144 

Niles,  Hezekiah — his  valedictory  address  to  the  pa- 
trons of  the  Register  l 

Niles,  Win.  Ogden — his  introductory  nddr<  s 1 

Norfolk,  Virginia — centennial  anniversary  of  its 

incorporation  16;  see  256 

I North  Carolina — [see  “Congress;”  “Presiden- 
tial election;”  “Surplus  trrenuc.’’] 
elections  in  4,  18,  226 

meeting  of  the  legislature  209 

liberal  regulation  adopted  by  the  university  176 
North  west  passage  30 

Norway — her  supposed  reluctance  to  being  incor- 
porated with  Sweden  128;  revenue  in  1835  greater 
than  her  expenditure  160;  mode  prescribed  liy  her 
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constitution  for  filling  vacancies  in  Hie  legisla- 
ture 192 

Noury  Bey,  a Turkish  officer  192 

O. 

Oaths,  modes  of  talcing  48 

O'  Connell,  Daniel— reported  proposition  to  submit 
to  his  decision  the  boundary  question  between  the 
U.  States  and  Great  Britain  164;  his  plan  lor  reform- 
ing the  House  of  Lords  304;  rumor  of  his  death  369 
Offices  in  U.  S.,  created  in  1836  61,  154 

Ohio— [see  “ Congress;”  “ Presidential  elec- 
tion;”] elections  in  116,  132,  33S;  settlement  of  the 
“Reserve”  290;  case  of  breach  of  privilege  before 
the  legislature  304;  statistics  of  400 

“O.  P.  Q.,”  his  letter  to  the  editor  of  the  N.  Y.  D. 

Advertiser  136 

Oswego  and  Utica  rail  road  96 

Otho,  king  of  Greece,  marriage  contract  signed  160 
Otis,  Win.  S.  C.  his  letter  concerning  a charge 
against  gen.  Harrison  188 

P. 

Packet  ships,  loss  of  240 

Paganini,  the  fiddler  48 

Paquette,  Mr.  an  Indian  interpreter,  killed  by  an 
Indian  118 

Paris,  royal  printing  office  at  208;  failures  in  28S; 
number  of  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  Hotel  des  In- 
valides  288 

Parker,  Richard  E.  judge  385 

Parkes,  George  his  escape  from  a bear  147 

Patent  office— [See  273,  338;  and  “Congress.”] 
synopsis  of  a report  in  the  U.  S.  senate  on  the  7; 
building — a part  of  the  post  office  building  burnt 
down  241,  242 

Patton,  John  M. — [see  “Congress”]  his  remarks  on 
a petition  from  slaves  386 

Paupers  and  prisoners,  foreign  16;  [see  “Congress.”] 
Paynter,  Lemuel,  his  pledge  against  the  U.  States 
bank  and  Jesse  R.  Burden,  and  in  favor  of 
Andrew  Jackson  8;  see  150 
Peabody,  George,  - 385 

Peace  society  in  Massachusetts — admissionof  Al- 
exander, emperor  of  Russia,  &c.  208 

Pemberton,  John,  his  extensive  frauds  152 

Penn,  William,  his  advice  to  emigrants  66 

Pennsylvania— [see  “ Congress;’’  “Presidential 
election ;”  “ Surplus  revenue;”]  ardent  spirits,  pro- 
posed tax  on  the  distillation  of  302  banks  of  33S; 
bank  of  U.  States,  resolution  concerning  it  273; 
compromise  act,  resolutions  concerning  it  337;  elec- 
tions in  100,  116,  132,  178,  241;  finances  of  229; 
legislature,  session  of  the  226;  professions  and  birth 
places  of  its  members  3S4;  no  prisoner  for  crime  or 
debt  in  Adams  county  416;  school  lund  178 

Pensioners — [see  “Congress”]  treasury  circular 
concerning  129;  David  Thompson,  the  oldest  pen- 
sioner 129 

Peru— reported  hostilities  with  Chili  353,  385 
Peters,  Richard,  his  eulogium  on  Mathew  Carey  34 
Petrified  fish  48 

Peyton,  Balie — [see  “Congress”]  his  letter  in  an- 
swer to  an  invitation  to  Knoxville  104;  his  letter  in 
answer  to  an  invitation  to  Jonesborough  169;  his 
speech  on  the  appointment  of  a select  committee 
of  investigation  299 

Phenomena  153,  176,  304,  406 

Philadelphia,  deaths  in  16;  Laurel  Hill  cemetery- 
144;  sacrilege  in  128;  soup  houses  in  416;  statistics 
of  the  northern  dispensary  384;  usury  352 

Phormium  tenax,  or  New  Zealand  hemp.  115 

Physicians,  variety  of  in  New  York  112 

fees  of  at.  Lahore  224 

Physiology  154 

Pigeons,  speed  of  32;  see  18,  192 
Pilots — [see  “ Congress;”  “New  ForAr,”]  256,  352 
Pinder,  J.  his  peep  at  China  102 

Plants,  native  countries  of  certain  esculent  2 
Platt,  M.  the  judicial  associate  of  certain  land  pi- 
rates, apprehended  400 

Pleasants,  John  H.  his  letter  to  gen.  Harrison  94 
Poland,  Russian  ordinance  against  128 

Poles,  the  16,304 

Political  economy,  valuable  recipes  in  416 

“Politics  of  the  day.” — [see  “ Reform  or  Re- 
volution” in  Maryland,  §c.  fjc.]  8,  89,  104,  141,  150, 
183,  342;  resolutions  and  letter  of  a committee  of 
democratic  citizens  of  Alleghany  county,  Penn,  to 
Walter  Forward  141,  142 

Pontais,  Edward,  minister  from  France  to  the  U. 

States  49 

Population — a numerous  family  176 

Port  an  Prince  245 

Porter,  Alexander,  invited  to  a public  dinner  83; 
see  226:  resigns  his  seat  in  the  U.  Stales  senate  284 
Portland,  dttfee  of,  his  condescension  in  helping  to 
save  his  own  life  80 

Portugal — [See  86,  131,  ISO,  181;]  destruction  by 
fire  of  the  treasury  building  at  Lisbon  16;  elections 
in  36 

Post-office  department — [see  “Congress;”  “ Ex- 
press mails;”  “ Kendall , Amos;”  “Mails;”  “New 


York;”]  its  financial  condition  81;  regulations  con- 
cerning failures  of  the  mails  117;  correspondence 
between  Samuel  M’Kean,  a senator  of  the  U.  States 
and  the  postmaster  general,  concerning  alleged  elec- 
tioneering practices  of  officers  of  the  post-office  de- 
partment 137;  appointment  of  Alfred  Hocker  to  be 
a postmaster  240;  burning  down  of  the  General  Post- 
office  building,  &c.  211,  242;  see  257,  344 

P*stlethwaite  G.  L. — [see  “Wilson^Edward  J.”] 
Poverty  and  titles  208 

Powder,  a store  blown  up  by  179;  mills  blown  up 

176,  193 

Prentiss,  Samuel,  re-elected  a U.  States  senator  f rom 
Vermont  146;  [see  “Congress.”] 
Presidential  election.  [See  “ Congress;” 
“Harrison,  gen.  W.  H.;”  “Van  Buren,  Martin;” 
“Webster,  Daniel;”  “ White,  Hugh  L.”]  in  Alabama 
228,  257;  Arkansas  228,  259;  Connecticut  161,  177; 
Delaware  161,  177,  193,  196;  Georgia  177, 196,  211; 
resolutions  offered  in  the  legislature  209,  210;  in 
Illinois  228,  258;  Indiana  177,  193,  196,  258;  Ken- 
tucky 177,  193,  196,  212;  Louisiana  196,  228,  257, 
259;  Maine  177,  193,  211;  Maryland  193,  196,  228; 
Massachusetts  177, 193, 195,  242,  258;  Michigan  228; 
Mississippi  243;  Missouri  228;  New  Hampshire  177, 
193,  211,242;  New  Jersey  177,  193,  195,  211,  243; 
New  York  161, 177,  193,  195,211,  243;  North  Caro- 
lina 177,  193,  196,  228,  243;  Ohio  161,  177,  193, 
211,  243;  Pennsylvania  161,  177,  193,  195;  Rhode 
Island  193,  211;  South  Carolina  243;  Tennessee  196, 
228;  Vermont  177,  193,  195;  Virginia  161,  177,  193, 
196,  243;  days  for  holding  it  145;  certain  disqualified 
electors  chosen  289;  votes  for  president  and  vice 
president  241,  378,383;  the  several  presidential  elec- 
tions from  1789  212 

[3C?=Foi  further  proceedings,  returns,  &c.  see  vol.52  j 
Press — (see  “ Chandler,  Joseph  R.;”  “Law  cases;” 
“Newspapers;”]  remarks  of  Noah  Websterconcern- 
ing  the  129;  circular  proposing  a plan  for  improving 
the  American  183;  a deaf  and  dumb  printerand  edi- 
tor 416;  printing  office  with  56  fonts  of  oriental 
characters  208 

Preston,  William  C. — [see  “Congress”]  1S2 

Prices,  increase  of  in  forty  years  162 

Prisons,  statistics  oT  48 

Prizes  for  virtuous  actions  114 

Protestant  Irish  112 

Providence,  R.  I. — number  of  persons  in  several 
professions  and  trades  in  240 

Public  lands,  sales  of  32,  84,  208,  256,296,  353; 
[see  “Congress”]  amount  owned  by  U.  States  65 

Q- 

Quack — coroner’s  verdict  against  a 141 

Quebec,  fires  at  80,  256;  scarcity  of  coal  at  160; 
marine  news  256 

R. 

Rail  roads  [see  “Congress”]  7,  8,  32,  46,  47,  48,  65, 
69,  80,  82,  88,  96,  97,  107,  109,  123,  130,  160, 
176,  224,  256,  272,  2S8, 304,  338,  352,  369,  384, 

416 

Rail  road  accidents — [see  “Law  cases;”  “Rail 
roads”]  82,  129,  288,  322 

Randall,  col.  Thomas — [see  “Florida,  War  in.”] 
Randolph,  John  notices  of  his  will  256 

Rathbun,  Benjamin,  his  address  to  his  creditors  22 
admitted  to  bail  65;  imprisoned  9S;  his  estate  240; 
postponement  of  his  trial  322 

Rathbun,  Lyman,  flight  of  322 

Reform,  characteristics  of  194 

“Reform  or  Revolution”  in  Maryland — edi- 

torial notices  of  48,  64,  81,  97,  113,  161,  177,  193; 
public  meeting  in  Frederick  county — resolutions 
51;  see  135;  public  meeting  in  Cecil  county  51;  pub- 
lic meeting  in  Baltimore  51,  52;  see  70,  95;  meeting 
of  electors" at  Annapolis  52;  address  of  the  Nineteen 
recusant  electors  to  the  people  of  Maryland  52; 
their  letters  to  the  twenty-one  whig  electors  53,  54; 
their  adjournment  54;  singular  coincidences  65;  ad- 
dress of  the  twenty-one  whig  electors  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Maryland  52;  great  public  meeting  at  Balti- 
more 70;  resolutions  of  the  Van  Buren  central  com- 
mittee of  Frederick  county  74;  card  of  four  Van 
Buren  candidates  74;  card  of  lour  candidates  in  Al- 
legany co.  74;  proceedings  of  the  constitutionalists 
in  Allegany  county  74;  card  on  behalf  of  the  demo- 
cratic general  committee  of  Baltimore  74;  meeting 
of  mechanics  and  workingmen  in  Baltimore  95; 
addresses  to  the  public  bv  Washington  Duvall  and 
Wesley  Linthicum  105;  reform  meeting  at  Hagers- 
town 120;  Frederick  county  reform  convention  120; 
Hartford  county  reform  meeting  120;  I.  D.  Mauls- 
by ’s  card  in  favor  of  the  “ gallant  and  devoted  nineteen 
senatorial  electors”  121;  great  public  meeting  at 
Cumberland  121;  presentment  of  the  eighteen  recu- 
sant electors  as  unfaithful  public  agents,  and  dis- 
turbers of  the  public  peace,  by  the  grand  jury  of  Al- 
legany county;  a majority  of  the  jurors  being  Van 
Buren  men  122;  meeting  in  Allegany  county  134; 
letter  of  Mr.  C.  Sprigg  to  John  C.  Buchanan,  and 
Mr.  Buchanan’s  answer  134;  circulartoMr.  Buchan- 
an 134;  his  answer  134;  meeting  in  Frederick  county 


135;  public  meeting  in  Montgomery  county  151; 
governor  Veazey’s  proclamation  165;  publication 
concerning  it  165,  166;  major  Contee’s  notice  177; 
correspondence  between  John  S.  Sellman  and  cer- 
tain whig  electors  184,  199;  Wesley  Linthicum’s 
letter  to  the  other  recusant  electors  185;  circular  of 
delegates  to  a proposed  convention  185,  186;  meet- 
ing in  St.  Mary’s  county  186:  names  of  the  qualify- 
ing, and  of  the  recusant  electors  193;  journal  ot  the 
proceedings  of  the  electoral  college  199;  senators 
elected  199 

Religions  in  the  U.  States  118 

Renshaw,  Benjamin  letter  from  1 

Revolutionary  relic  2 

Rhode  Island — [see  “Congress;”  “Presidential 
election;”  “ Surplus  revenue,”]  elections  in  18 

Rice,  culture  of,  in  Java  128;  advantages  of  rice 
flour  160;  deficiency  of  the  crop  of,  in  S.  C.  400 
Rice,  Mr.  the  buffo  singer  304 

Richmond,  flour  inspector  in  97 

meeting  in,  concerning  a rail  road  160 

Rio  Grande  28S 

Ripley,  Eleazar  Mr. — [3ee  “Congress.”] 
his  speech  on  appointing  a select  committee  of 
investigation  302 

Rives,  William  C.— [see  “Congress”]  his  remarks 
on  the  distribution  bill  311 

Road,  great  western  163 

Robbery— a bank  at  Utica  194;  of  jewels,  and  their 
restoration  225 

Roberts,  Mr.  U.  S.  commercial  agent,  death  of  178 
Roebuck,  Mr.  his  speech  30 

Roenne,  Baron  de  minister  from  Prussia  to  the  U. 

States  144,  163 

Ronaldson,  James,  a letter  from  92 

Ross,  John,  his  letter  concerning  the  Cherokees  SO 
Rothschild,  Nathan  Meyer,  his  death,  funeral  and 
will  17,  48,  50 

anecdotes  of  him  and  his  family  90,  112 

Russia,  singular  customs  in  36;  discontents  of  the 
people  of  Caucasus  50;  growth  of  116;  ordinance  of 
the  emperor  against  Poland  128;  soldiers  of  180;  Rus- 
sian definition  of  the  term  “constitution”  192 
S. 

Salt — quantity  of,  used  throughout  the  world  32 
Santa  Ana,  Antonio  Lopez,  president  of  Mexico, 
his  protest  addressed  to  D.  G.  Burnet,  president  of 
Texas  191;  relieved  of  his  irons  209;  his  letter  to 
the  president  of  the  U.  States  336;  leaves  the  U. 
States  336;  [see  “Congress”  “Mexico;”  “Texas;” 
see  257,  288,  289,  305,  321,  341,  369] 

Sandwich  Island,  trade  with  the  130;  inhabitants  of 
the  131 

Sardinia,  the  king  of,  orders  32 

Savage,  judge  John,  resigns  his  office  13 

tribute  of  respect  to  him  13 

Savannah,  abundance  of  money  in  416 

Saw'  mills  in  Maine  112 

Schley,  William,  gov.  of  Georgia,  his  message  203 
Schoolcraft,  Henry  R.  his  letter  concerning  Michi- 
gan 67 

Schools  in  Boston  48 

Scott,  sir  Walter,  a letter  from  202 

Scott, gen.  Winfield — [see  “ Court  martial;”  “Flo- 
rida, War  in;”  “ White,  Joseph  M.”]  and  p.  162, 337, 
349,  401;  his  controversy  with  gen.  Jesup  74;  din- 
ner to  him  at  Richmond  416;  his  defence  before  a 
military  court  of  inquiry  360,371 

Secretary  of  state,  and  the  Nat.  Intelligencer  404 
Segar  trade  of  U.  States — foreign  3 

Sellman,  John  S. — [see  “Reform  or  Revolution ” in 
Maryland]  his  letters  to  certain  senatorial  elec- 
tors in  Maryland  184,  185, 199 

Senate  of  U.  States  2;  persons  privileged  to  be  ad- 
mitted on  the  floor  of  353;  [see  “Congress.”] 
Serrurier,  M.  appointed  minister  to  Brazil  49 
Sewall,  Samuel  E.  assault  on  him  2 

Sgricci,  the  improvisatore,  his  death  96 

Shakspeare,  statue  to  224;  see  304 

Shaw,  chief  justice,  his  opinion  in  the  case  of  com- 
monvvealth  vs.  Aves  55;  [see  “ Law  cases.”] 
Sheep  in  Hungary  and  Transylvania  96 

Shepley,  Ether,  made  a judge  in  Maine  96 

Ship  building  on  the  lakes  66 

Shipping,  American  and  British  65 

Ships  of  war,  sale  of  four  144 

Shipwrecks  194,  275,  288,  290,  305,  306,  338,  341, 

384 

Sbooting  stars  163 

Silk  works  at  Lynn,  Mass.  80;  American  sewing 
silk  96;  manufacture  of,  in  Russia  112;  manufac- 
ture of  at  Nantucket  272;  duties  on,  in  Egypt  144; 
goods,  exhibition  of  342 

Silver — a new  metal  combining  all  its  qualities  SO 
coinage  of  81 

Slave  trade — treaty  for  its  abolition  between 
France  and  Sweden  144;  increase  of  the  160;  slave 
ships  captured  176 

Slavery — [see  “ Abolition ,”  fyc.;  “Congress;” 
“Law  cases;”  “Texas;”]  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia 44;  exportation  of  slaves  from  Virginia  83;  a 
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slave  case  iri  Pennsylvania  112;  sale,  by  a slave  of 
his  wife  112;  in  China  228 

Sloop  of  war,  new  plan  of  a 80 

Smith,  Samuel  re-elected  mayor  of  Baltimore  111 
Snow — [see  "Storms;"  “ Weather'']  early  snow 
83;  deep  snow  128;  snow-fall  in  Montreal  128;  rain 
and  snow  176;  great  fall  of  snow  in  France  288 
South,  Dr.  224 

South  Carolina — [See  "Congress;"  “ Presiden- 
tial election,"]  statistical  and  geographical  informa- 
tion concerning  46;  elections  in  116,  132,  145,  195, 
257;  session  oi  the  legislature  226;  governor’s  mes- 
sage 229;  report  in  Texas  242,  273,  277 

Southey,  Robert  288 

Spain — [see  "Carlos;"  “ Christina ;”  “Mexico;" 
“U.  Slates  ”]  events  in  20,  34,  50,  66,  86,  87, 101, 
113, 129, 131,  164,  180, 193,273,  401;  decree  forsel- 
ling  the  bells  and  furniture  of  the  convents  128; 
the  constitution  of  1812  148;  murder  of  priests  in 
176;  war  in  290 

Spanish  indemnity  49 

Spanish  relic,  a curious  18 

Specie,  importations  of  224 

Specie  circular — [see  "Congress;"  “Treasury."] 
Speculation  240 

Spence,  Dr.  John  S.  elected  a U.  S.  senator  from 
Maryland  289 

Sprigg,  Michael  C. — [see  “Reform  or  Revolution"  in 
Maryland]  134 

St.  Johns,  N.  Brunswick,  fire  at  352 

St.  Petersburg,  extinction  of  fires  in  130 

St.  Simonians  128 

Stage  proprietors,  damages  recovered  against,  in 
France  96 

Stage  robbery  256 

Stambaugh,  S.  C.  his  letter  concerning  the  Iowa 
copper  mines  307 

Steam,  progress  of  8;  steam-power  vs.  horses  275; 
navigation  across  the  Atlantic  32, 138;  communica- 
tion-hy,  with  distant  parts  138 

Steamboats — [see  “ Congress," and  p.  240;]  loss  of 
the  Tigris  31;  explosion  of  the  Commerce  80;  for 
cattle  112;  immense  freight  carried  by  the  Hunts- 
ville 128;  wreck  of  the  William  Gibbons  128;  inhu- 
man conduct  of  the  crew  146;  see  162;  the  Unicorn 
144;  in  the  Mediterranean  144;  affecting  incident 
1 46;  the  Rhode  Island  runs  into  a sloop  163;  accident 
to  the  Flora,  and  loss  of  life,  &c.  20S,224,  240;  ex- 
plosion of  the  Dolphin  275;  captain  of  a steam  boat 
saves  fourteen  lives  352;  tonnage  .and  cost  of  Ame- 
rican 384 

Stockton,  Stokes,  el.  al.  [see  “Congress."] 

Stone,  William  L.  his  card  concerning  the  “awful 
disclosures  of  Maria  Monk”  97 

Street,  Joseph  M.  Indian  agent,  his  letter  355 
Storms — destructive  gale  along  the  pepper  coasl 
96;  remarkable  snowstorms  112, 113,  352,  416;  hail 
storm  176 

Sub-marine  journey  201 

Suicide,  case  of  32,  176 

Supreme  court  of  the  U.  States  meets  320;  adjourns 

401 

Surplus  revenue — .[see  “Congress;"  “Treasury,” 
and  p.  114,  257,  289;]  remarks  of  a Westlndia  paper 
concerning  the  17;  treasury  notice  concerning  it  81; 
proportions  of  the,  to  be  received  by  each  state  161, 
167;  disposition  by  several  states  of  their  portions  of 
it,  Rhode  Island  161;  Pennsylvania  257;  Virginia 
274;  Maryland  290;  Georgia  305;  North  Carolina  352 
Swan,  Benjamin — letters  of  George  Griswold  and, 
to  Mr.  Woodbury  133 

Switzerland,  France  and  175,  ISO,  193;  revolu- 
tionary societies  in  222;  vineyards  of  272 

T. 

Tacon,  gov.  quells  an  insurrection  in  Cuba  275 
Talfourd,  Sergeant  said  to  be  a native  of  Boston  32 
Tallapoosa  and  Coosa  rail  road  company  416 

Talleyrand  112 

Tallraadge,  Mr. — [see  “Congress.”] 

Tallmage,  gen.  his  letter  220 

Tariff — [see  “ Compromise  act;”  “Congress"  353, 

400 

Taylor,  capt.  Otis  case  of  288;  [see  “ Law  cases.”] 
Tea  trade  in,  at  London  96 

drinking  of,  in  England  99,  176 

Telegraphs  208 

Telescope  a,  mistaken  for  an  infernal  machine  96 
invention  of  a powerfully  reflecting  160 

Temperance  80 

Temple,  Mr.  elected  to  the  legislature  of  Indiana 
after  his  death  48 

Tennessee — [see  “Congress;"  “ Presidential 
election”]  meeting  of  the  legislature  97;  boundary 
line  with  Mississippi  145;  elections  in  196;  volun- 
teers 197 

Terry,  Thomas  A.  an  editor,  assault  on  18 

Texas — [see  “Burnet,  David  G.;”  “ Congress;" 
“McDuffie, George;"  “Mexico;"  “Morfit,  Henry  M.;" 
“Santa  Ana;"  South  Carolina,”]  notices  relat- 
ing to  3,  33,  34,  58,  67,  81,  97,  101,  119,  146,  189, 


209,  225,  242,  257,  273. 275,  277, 288,  321, 353, 369, 
400;  debate  in  the  British  house  of  commons  on  sla- 
very in  38;  navy  of  130;  sale  in  England  of  Texan 
I lands  160;  alleged  fertility  of  160;  president  Burnet’s 
message  1S9;  vessels  ol,  seized  in  New  York  20s; 
[resolutions  acknowledging  her  independence,  re- 
ported in  house  of  representatives  of  U.  S.  415 
I Thermo — electric  instrument  304 

Thiers,  M.  resigns  his  scat  in  the  French  cabinet 

86,  136 

Thistle,  capt.  H.  S.  his  useful  invention  of  a saddle 
for  sick  soldiers  163 

Thompson,  Mrs.  her  donation  of  clocks  to  churches 

144 

Thompson,  George,  the  abolition  propagandist,  aided 
by  an  abolition  society  in  South  Carolina  304 
Thompson,  Waddy — [see  “Congress"]  addresses  a 
public  meeting  in  S.  Carolina  77 

Tigris,  loss  of  steamer  31 

Tin  mines  208 

Tobacco  80, 97 

Towns,  George  W.  B.  a representative  from  Geor- 
gia, resigns  his  seat  in  congress  226 

Trade.  Baltic  80;  China  10;  coal  23,  32;  corn  17; 
cotton  97;  of  Gibralter  32;  hardware  and  cutlery, 
exports  of  British  18;  lead  96;  Sandwich  Islands, 
with  the  130;  segar  trade  of  U.  States,  foreign  3; 
tea,  in  London  96;  tobacco,  exports  of  97;  Tuscany, 
with  23 

Trades  unionists — trial  and  punishment  of,  at  Nan- 
tes, for  a combination  160 

Travelling,  facilities  in  135, 144;  see  288 

Treasury  of  the  U.  States — [see  “Congress;”  “Sur- 
plus revenue"]  amount  in  the  2;  rumor  of  a secret 
order  from  the,  contradicted  33;  notices  from  the, 
concerning  the  Neapolitan  indemnity  49,  65;  notices 
from  the,  concerning  the  surplus  revenue  81,  167; 
notices  from  the,  concerning  the  burning  of  the 
post-office  242,  272;  remarks  &c.  on  the  specie  cir- 
cular from  the  81,  129,  193,  212;  order  concerning 
pensioners  129;  secretary’s  letter  to  Messrs.  Gris- 
wold and  Swann  133;  secretary’s  statements  of 
amount  in  the  treasury  145,  226;  secretary’s  annual 
report  246;  substance  of  it  226;  secretary’s  state- 
ment of  transfer  drafts  306;  secretary’s  decision  con- 
cerning time  for  proving  damage  to  goods  384 
Troy.  N.  Y.  India  rubber  company  at  210 

flour  in  416 

Truck,  Rev.  Mr.,  his  salary  of  dun  fish  144 

Turkey,  notices  concerning  101,  128,  192,  222,  224 
Turkeys,  wild  128 

Tuscany,  trade  with  23 

Tyler,  John,  his  draft  of  a report  on  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  ’ 44 

Typographical  convention,  national  180 

its  address  to  the  printers  of  the  U.  States  202 

U. 

United  States — [see  “Congress,”]  relations  with 
France  16,  161,  208;  southern  boundary  of  96;  entire 
population  of  98,  118;  relations  with  Mexico  113, 
129, 176,  177,  194,  197, 337,  353,  369,  401,  409;  reli- 
gious statistics  118;  imports,  exports,  and  finances 
118;  banking  capital  in  the  162;  parties  in  the,  cha- 
racterized by  the  London  Quarterly  Review  179;  the 
north  and  the  south  182;  extent  of  the  territory  of 
the  192;  immigration  into  the20S;  American  enter- 
prise 256,  339 

Upshur,  judge  Abel  P.,  supposed  author  of  “Madi- 
son,” in  reply  to  George  M.  Dallas  129;  see 

125 

Uruguay,  course  of  28S 

Usury,  views  of,  in  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and 
Boston  352 

V. 

Vaccination  16 

Van  Buren,  Martin,  his  letters  to  Sherrod  Williams 

25,  26 

his  answer  to  an  invitation  to  Philadelphia  342 
his  valedictory  address  as  president  of  the  senate 
356;  resolution  responsive  to  it  357 

elected  president  of  the  U.  States  383 

Veazey,  Thomas,  governor  of  Maryland — [see 
“Reform  or  Revolution"  in  Maryland.]  his  proclama- 
tion 165;  his  messages  213,  291 

Vegetable  physiology  154 

Venables,  Richard,  his  extensive  frauds  152 

Venezuela,  restriction  on  immigration  to  1,  102 
Ventilation,  new'  and  original  mode  of  147 

Vermont — [see  “Congress;"  “Presidential  elec- 
tion,"] elections  in  34,  82,  116,  145,  163;  gov.  Jeni- 
son’s  recommendation  concernirtg  public  schools 
160;  elections  of  judges  in  160;  adjournment  of  the 
legislature  224 

Vesuvius  192 

Vice  president  of  the  U.  States — [see  “ Presidential 
election”]  election  of  257 

Victoria,  princess,  her  popular  manners  48 

Vigor,  D.  B.  a Canadian  judge  164 

Vindiciic  Hibernicie,  Carey’s  130 

Vine  and  olive  in  U.  States  99 


Virginia — f»ee  " C on  frets;”  “Leigh,  B.  W.;’* 
“Presidential  election;"  •‘Surplus  rimw,"]  liiiins 
at  (be  Sulpber  springs  16;  mineral  wealth  of  12; 
slaves  exported  from  >J;  session  of  the  legislature 
22t>;  finances  of  256;  case  of  contempt  before  tbe 
house  of  delegates  288;  banking  capital  in  320;  con- 
tested election,  between  Messrs.  Hopkins  and  Scott 

384 

Volcanoes  at  sea  66,  152 

Voltaire,  stolen  MSS  of,  discovered  1 12 

Vote,  value  of  a single  192 

W.  ’ 

Walker,  Robert  J. — [see  “ Conger**”]  bis  remarks 
on  tbe  distribution  bill  310 

Warfare,  horrible  128 

Washington,  gen.  punctuality  of  1 16 

Washington  moire ment,  invitation  ofdesignsforthe  2 
Weather  36, 48,  128,  147,  160,  192,  2S8;  [see 

“Storms.”] 

Webster,  Daniel — [see  “Congress,”]  notices  of  his 
address  at  the  Boston  lyceura  176,  183;  his  letter 
concerning  the  presidential  election  242;  his  rmo- 
test  against  the  expunging  resolution  331;  his  re- 
ported intention  to  resign  bis  seat  in  the  U.  S.  sen- 
ate 416 

Welland  canal  ■ 272,275 

Well-digging,  distressing  casualty  relating  to  153, 

154 

Wellington,  Duke  of,  side  of  a hill  like  him  176 
Western  frontier — [see  “Indians," 4rc.]  disturbances 
on  tbe  67 

West  Indies,  emancipation  in  the  10 

exports,  imports,  productions  &c.  Kc.  17 

Whale  fishing  179, 192 

Whalers,  voyage  in  search  of  lost  200 

Wharton,  WiHiam  H.,  minister  from  Texas  to  U. 

States  225,  257,  340;  [see  “Texas.”] 

Wheat  16,  96, 176,  384 

Whitcomb,  James  S.  appointed  commissioner  of  the 
land  office  144 

White,  bishop  80,  192 

White,  Harry,  his  trial  for  burning  the  treasury  de- 
partment 305,  337,  3S4 

White,  Hugh  L. — [see  “ Congress"]  extract  of  a 
letter  from  hnn44;  his  letter  to  Sherrod  Williams  44; 
his  speech  at  a dinner  given  to  him  in  Knox  county, 
Tenn.  59;  a toast  given  by  him  83;  the  charge  of  his 
intimacy  with  a free  negro,  repelled  150;  his  letter 
concerning  a national  bank  178;  his  letter  declining 
a public  dinner  in  Carter  co.,  Tenn.  275 

White,  Josejih  M.  his  return  to  the  U.  States  160 
his  letter  concerning  gen.  Scott  276 

White,  Richard  H.,  his  trial  for  burning  the  treasu- 
ry department  257,  273,  305, 321,  337 

White  blackberries  80 

White  water  canal  145 

Whitney,  Reuben  M. — [see  “Congress"]  his  card 
vs.  Messrs.  Wise  and  Peyton  289;  his  circular  con- 
cerning the  deposite  banks  311,  312;  see  353;  his 
publication  concerning  a scene  in  a committee  room 
354;  appears  before  the  H.  of  representatives  under 
a charge  of  contempt  397;  his  paper  read  on  that  oc- 
casion 397,  398;  further  proceedings  399,  400;  his 
discharge  401,415 

Whittlesey,  Elisha — [see  “Congers*.”]  his  letter 
concerning  a charge  against  gen.  Harrison  188 
Wife,  the  word  180 

Wilks,  lieut.  226 

William  Byrnes,  ship,  lost  3S4 

William  IV.  king  of  England  144 

Williams,  Sherrod — [see  “ Congress”]  his  letter  to 
gen.  W.  H.  Harrison  23;  his  letter  to  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren 25;  his  letter  to  judge  H.  L.  White  44 

Wilmington  in  Delaware,  its  advantages  400 

Wilson,  Edward  J.  and  G.  L.  Postlcthicaile,  their 
publications  concerning  Texas  59, 1 19;  answer- 
ed 102,  119 

Wines,  royal  144 

Wisconsin  tenitory  of,. census  82;  apportionment 
of  members  of  the  legislature  97;  its  meeting  224; 
election  in  the  224; seat  of  government  fixed  at  Madi- 
son 272 

ll'ise,  Henry  A. — [see  “Cbngress.”]  his  letter  in 
answer  to  an  invitation  to  Knoxville  104;  his  speech 
concerning  the  executive  departments  284,  set  345, 
3S1;  his  house  burnt  down  3S5 

Wood,  consumption  of  48 

Woodbury.  Levi — see  “Congress;”  "Treasury  de- 
partment,"] bis  letter  to  Dr.  B.  Waterhouse  1 
Wooden  pavements,  letter  concerning  8 

in  St.  Petersburg!),  &c.  88 

World,  age  of  the  144 

Wright,  Silas  jr. — [see  “Congers*”]  re-clected  aU. 
S.  senator  from  N.  York  401 


Yankee  doodle  in  London 
Z. 

Zoology 
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TO  THE  PATRONS  OF  THE  REGISTER. 

Twenty-five  years  have  elapsed,  this  day,  since 
the  publication  of  the  “Register”  was  commenc- 
ed, and  many  persons  have  adhered  to  it  through 
good  report  and  evil  report,  during  the  whole  of  that 
time;  for  which  I offer  my  respectful  acknowledg- 
ments. 

The  predictions,  at  its  commencement,  that  it 
would  be  a failure,  have  not  been  verified.  I knew 
and  was  aware  of  the  general  feeling  at  the  time — 
But  I knew  my  own  resources,  and  the  vainness  of 
a hope  of  relying  on  any  other.  The  work  is  my 
own,  whether  it  be  gpod  or  bad;  and  has  been  per- 
severed in  with  invincible  industry,  and  oftentimes 
under  distressing  circumstances,  until,  at  length,  I 
am,  temporally  at  least,  placed  in  a condition  that 
compels  a retirement  from  its  active  duties — for 
three  months  past  being  paralytic,  on  the  right 
side,  and  incapable  of  doing  much  for  others  or  for 
myself.  This  state,  there  is  no  doubt,  has  been 
caused  by  my  devotion  to  business,  and  the  neces- 
sity that  existed  of  personal  exertion  for  so  long  a 
period — having  been  predisposed  to  the  disorder 
under  which  I am  now  suffering,  for  several  years, 
without  the  ability  to  relax  my  concerns  and  take 
the  needful  exercise.  But  the  time  has  arrived 
when  I must  relax  and  recruit  myself,  if  it  be  pos- 
sible, giving  up  my  business  to  my  eldest  son, 
William  Ogden  Niles,  who  has  lately  conduct- 
ed it  under  great  disadvantages  of  location,  having 
had  an  establishment  of  his  own  at  Frederick,  in 
this  state,  which  he  had  to  attend  to,  superadded  to 
the  constant  illness  of  the  most  interesting  and 
dearest  member  of  his  family;  but  he  has  now  re- 
moved to  this  city,  and  will  exert  all  his  energies  to 
carry  on  this  favorite  work.  He  has  a good  mind 
with  much  resolution  and  considerable  experience 
in  the  business  of  this  work,  having  for  many  years 
assisted  me  in  its  duties;  and  I respectfully  solicit 
for  him  that  indulgence  which  I myself  have  receiv- 
ed from  a liberal  and  enlightened  public,  to  whom 
my  thanks  are  due  for  the  steady  and  regular  sup- 
port I have  received  from  it. 

For  myself,  I retire  from  the  editorial  seat  with 
feelings  of  gratitude  and  without  hostility  to  any 
human  being,  though  thinking  that,  on  many  occa- 
sions, my  motives  have  been  impeached  or  misre- 
presented by  individuals  who  could  not,  or  would 
not,  understand  them.  In  thus,  however,  retiring, 

I do  not  expect  to  lose  an  interest  in  the  success  of 
this  work,  or  to  cease  to  give  it  my  support;  hoping 
and  believing  that  I shall  recover  my  strength  md 
ability  to  assist  in  the  various  details  of  business — 
tho’ without  that  immediate  attention  which  hasde- 
stroyed  my  health  and  rendered  me  what  I am 
The  difficulty  under  which  I at  present  laior  in 
communicating  my  thoughts,  will,  I hope,  )e  re- 
ceived by  my  numerous  friends  and  patrors  as  an 
apology  for  the  brevity  of  this  address  to  them, 
from  their  much  obliged  fellow-citizen  and  fiend, 

H.  NLES. 

Baltimore,  September  3,  1S36. 

The  above  communication  may  surprie  many, 
and  will  cause  regret  in  the  minds  of  all,  who 
have  for  quarter  of  a century  seen  the  evidences 
of  my  father’s  zeal  and  industry  in  the  pges  of  this 
work.  A consciousness  of  the  purity  c the  mo- 
tives which  induced  this  self  devotion,  ) the  best 
reward  he  can  enjoy, — the  result  of  his  Ibors  must 
be  estimated  by  the  people;  it  is  not  ny  province 
to  commend  either.  I may,  however,  b permitted 
to  say,  that  I have  never  known  an  indvidual  who 
gave  up  his  whole  faculties  to  any  subjet  with  such 
engrossing  attention,  as  my  father  has  Is  to  the  in- 
terests of  his  “Register.”  With  tfs  unbiassed 
opinion  of  his  perseverance  and  resoluJ  determina- 
tion to  effect  what  he  deemed  “rightfu  purposes,” 
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it  is  not  necessary  to  say,  that  I enter  upon  the  duties 
which  have  been  assigned  to  me,  fully  sensible  that  I 
am  not  able  to  accomplish  what  he  has  effected,  and 
that  I am  rendering  myself  liable  to  all  the  imputa- 
tions which  may  arise  from  the  contrast.  Yet  I am 
willing  to  endure  these,  and  hope  the  spirit  which 
has  prompted  this  determination  may  be  properly 
estimated. — For  the  patrons  of  the  “Register”  are 
assured,  that  I would  willingly  have  declined  the 
task  which  has  been  imposed,  if  I had  been  at  li- 
berty to  consult  my  own  convictions  of  my  incom- 
petency to  maintain  the  old  character  of  the  work. 
The  representations  of  numerous  friends,  however, 
who  have  thought  my  long  experience  in  the  du- 
ties, and  consequent  familiarity  with  the  details  of 
the  business,  of  the  “Register,”  peculiarly  quali- 
fied me  for  the  undertaking — added  to  an  honest  de- 
sire to  keep  up  a work  which  enjoys  such  an  envi- 
viable  reputation  at  home  and  abroad,  have  over- 
come my  reluctance,  and  I now  throw  myself  upon 
the  indulgence  of  the  public. 

The  chief  business  of  the  “Register”  has  been 
to  preserve  a faithful  record  of  the  events  of  the 
times,  documents  and  facts,  for  present  use  and  fu- 
ture reference,  without  regard  to  party  or  party 
men.  That  it  has  successfully  accomplished  this 
object,  may  be  inferred,  when  we  state, 'that  it  is 
supported  by  every  class  of  persons — is  found  in 
most  of  the  public  and  private  libraries  of  this  coun- 
try and  in  many  in  the  old  world — is  filed  in  the  de- 
partments of  this  government  and  forms  part  of  the 
out-fit  of  our  foreign  ministers — and  is  every  where 
regarded  as  a faithful  chronicle,  indispensable  to  the 
historian  and  to  all  who  desire  to  refer  to  events  as 
they  have  occurred.*  To  maintain  the  well-earn- 
ed_  reputation  of  the  “Register,”  I promise  to  de- 
vote every  faculty  of  body  and  mind;  and  am  in- 
duced to  hope,  that  if  I cannot  bestow  upon  it  my 
father’s  tact  and  industry,  I will,  at  least,  entitle  it 
to  public  confidence — for  I am  resolutely  determin- 
ed to  keep  its  pages  free  from  all  party  or  personal 
influence,  and  to  record  facts  and  events  without 
fear  or  favor,  partiality  or  affection, — in  brief,  to 
preserve  its  national  character. 

In  addition  to  my  own  labors,  I am  flattered  with 
the  hope  that  I will  yet  derive  great  aid  from  my  fa- 
ther, whose  improving  health  has  caused  much  plea- 
sure to  his  friends,  and  encouraged  them  with  a be- 
lief that  it  will  soon  be,  measurably,  re-established. 
But  in  the  worst  event,  I am  resolved  to  persevere 
— for  it  is  not  in  my  nature  when  I have  once  com- 
menced a task,  to  be  deterred  from  it  by  the  diffi- 
culties which  may  impede  its  completion.  All  I 
ask  is  a continuance  of  that  indulgence  and  liberal 
encouragement  which  have  been  extended  to  my  fa- 
ther, and  I will  cheerfully  abide  the  decision  of 
those  who  have  a right  to  make  it. 

To  obviate  an  objection  which  has  been  prefer- 
red by  many  readers  of  the  “Register,”  I have 
dispensed  with  the  small  type  and  presented  it  in  an 
enlarged  form  and  new  dress — and  will  soon  have 
in  operation  an  improved  power  press  that  I may 
more  promptly  supply  the  very  numerous  patrons 
of  the  work.  These  improvements  have  delayed 
the  publication  of  this  sheet  for  a single  day,  and  it 
is  probable  a similar  delay  may  occur  in  the  suc- 
ceeding week.  After  which  the  work  will  be  is- 
sued with  its  accustomed  regularity,  and  in  a style 
of  mechanical  execution  that  will  not  discredit  its 
national  reputation.  Verv  respectfully, 

WM.  OGDEN  NILES. 
Baltimore,  Sept.  3,  1836. 

*It  may  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  remark,  that 
we  are  waited  upon  almost  every  day,  and  frequent- 
ly two  or  three  times  in  that  period,  for  permission 
to  refer  to  our  files  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
facts  and  dates.  This  is  always  cheerfully  granted' 
and  our  personal  services  have  been  and  will  be  af- 
forded to  assist  enquirers  after  the  truth. 


SETS  OF  THE  REGISTER. 

Now  is  the  time  to  obtain  full  copies  of  this  work, 
or  the  supply  of  deficient  volumes.  The  copies  on 
hand  are  not  numerous,  being  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  in  all,  and  they  can  never  be  re-printed. 
And  as  lam  anxious  to  close  my  business  with  as 
much  despatch  as  possible,  I will  dispose  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  complete  copies  at  twenty-five 
per  cent,  discount  from  the  subscription  price, — 
retaining  one  hundred  to  supply  future  wants; 
which  I am  perfectly  sensible  will  require  a great 
many  more,  it  being  the  only  record  of  events 
made  simultaneously  with  their  occurrence,  and  a 
stock  of  matter  that  cannot  be  obtained  in  any 
other  work.  Particulars  will  be  made  known  on 
application  at  the  office.  H.  NILES. 

Baltimore,  September  3,  1836. 

0Cr»The  present  number  of  the  “Register”  must 
not  be  regarded  as  a fair  specimen  of  the  style  iu 
which  we  intend  to  publish  it  hereafter,  either  in 
regard  to  matter  or  manner.  Attention  to  the  me- 
chanical details  and  other  business  requiring  our 
personal  superintendence,  have  prevented  us  from 
devoting  much  time  to  the  desk. 

Creek  war.  1’he  latest  intelligence  from  the 
scene  of  the  late  hostilities  will  be  found  under  the 
proper  head.  We  learn  from  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer that  T.  Hartley  Crawford  esq.  has  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  president  of  the  United  States  one 
of  the  two  commissioners  constituted  under  a reso- 
lution passed  at  the  last  session  of  congress  to  in- 
vestigate the  causes  of  the  recent  hostilities  of  the 
Creeks,  and  the  frauds  alleged  to  have  been  com- 
mitted in  the  transfer  of  their  land  reservations. 
Alfred  Balch,  esq.  of  Tennessee,  is  associated  with 
him  as  commissioner,  and  John  M.  Wise,  esq.  of 
Maryland,  appointed  secretary  to  the  commission. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Woodbury.  The  ollow- 
ing  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  .to  Dr. 
Waterhouse  having  given  rise  to  many  rumors, 
particularly  of  determination  on  the  part  of  the  ex- 
ecutive not  to  carry  the  provisions  of  the  distribu- 
tion bill  into  effect,  in  prospect  of  a war  with  Mexi- 
co, Di.  W.  has  been  induced  to  lay  it  before  the 
public. 

Washington,  8th  July,  1836. 
Dear  sir:  Yours  of  the  2d  inst.  deserves  my  best 
acknowledgments  for  its  numerous  useful  sugges- 
tions. 

The  naval  bill,  as  to  admirals,  did  not  get  through 
both  houses,  and  our  friend  Elliott,  with  some  other 
gallant  fellows,  must  longer  feel  the  pangs  of  hope 
deferred. 

Our  overflowing  treasuiy,  which  is  so  often 
Jrayed  for,  will,  1 fear,  pfove  a curse.  But  my 
jest  efforts  will  be  given  to  execute  the  late  law 
faithfully,  though  I have  many  misgivings  as  to  its 
fatal  influence  on  the  sound  relations  heretofore  ex- 
isting between  the  states  and  the  general  govern- 
ment. 

The  president  wishes  me  to  express  his  thanks 
for  your  kind  remembrance  of  him.  He  leaves  this 
city  in  a few  days  for  Tennessee. 

I believe  the  ensuing  presidential  election  is  to 
be  unusually  quiet,  and  I will  not  allow  myself  to 
despair  of  the  republic,  however  portentous  may 
be  some  of  the  signs  of  the  times. 

Should  we  become  involved  in  a real  or  quasi  war 
with  Mexico,  the  surplus  may  never  be  divided,  or 
will  be  soon  recalled.  At  all  events,  the  whole 
will  be  wanted  in  1S42,  if  not  earlier.  Five  mil- 
lions are  to  come  off  the  present  tariff  in  1841, 
alone. 

Mr.  Adams’  health  has  not  been  good  the  latter 
part  of  the  session;  but  I saw  Mrs.  Adams  quite 
well  at  church  last  Sunday.  Truly  and  respecfully, 
your  ob’t'serv’t,  Levi  Woodbury. 

Hon  Benj.  Waterhouse,  Cambridge,  (Mass.) 

Vfnezuf.la.  The  annexed  letter,  published  in 
the  Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazette,  contains  information 
interesting  to  merchants  and  shipmasters  trading  to  • 
Venezuelan  ports: 

U.  S.  consulate,  Laguayra,  Aug.  10 th,  1836. 

To  the  editor  af  the  United  States  Gazette: 

Sir:  I have  just  received  a communication  per 
mail,  from  our  charge  d’affaires  at  Caracas,  J.  G.  A. 
Williamson,  esq.  informing  me  that  an  order  or  de- 
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July  15,  1835, 

Same  time,  1836, 


basrt  234,590 
287,870 


cree  of  this  government,  dated  July  19th,  ult.  but| 
not  made  known  to  him  until  the  6th  instant,  pro- 
hibits all  neutral  vessels  bringing  as  passengers  or 
otherwise,  to  the  ports  of  V enezuela,  any  banished 
individuals,  (expulsados)  and  such  other  persons  as  Revolutionary  relic.  A gentleman  left  with  t 
having  fled  the  country,  are  not  by  law  permitted  j the  editors  of  the  Charleston,  (S.  C.)  Courier  a few  | 
to  return.  Any  vessel  bringing  persons  of  this  de-  days  since,  an  epaulette,  in  a good  state  of  preser-  j ' 
scription,  will  not  be  allowed  to  discharge  cargo  or  va’tion,  which  was  found  on  his  premises,  in  a box, 
load,  or  even  to  anchor,  in  any  port  of  this  repub-  buried  in  the  ground  under  the  floor,  which  was 
lie.  This  decree  is  to  go  into  effect  40  days  after  taken  up  in  order  to  make  repairs.  In  the  inside 
this  date,  19th  July  last.  I think  it  of  importance  1 of  the  strap  is  the  No.  “1778,”  and  the  name  of 
to  our  commercial  interests,  that  publicity  should  I “Mathews.”  The  house  had  been  built  about 
be  given  to  this  notice.  I am,  sir,  respectfully,  \ 40  years.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  this  epau- 
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your  ob’t  serv’t,  Benj.  Renshaw, 

U.  S.  consul. 

P.  S.  I will  forward  in  two  or  three  days,  a copy 
of  said  decrees,  as  also  a list  of  persons  comprehend- 
ed therein. 
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Government  expenditures.  More  than  15 
columns  of  the  Washington  Globe  are  filled  with  a 
mere  summary  of  the  appropriations  made  by  the 
general  government  at  the  last  session.  The  ap- 
propriations under  the  head  of  civil  and  diplomatic 
expenses  for  1836  amount  to  £4,210,546  77 

Army,  4,607,298  92 

Fortifications,  2,907,645  95 

Naval  service,  6,276,312  10 

Pensioners,  455,454  00 

Indian  department,  1,862,108  74 

Indian  treaties,  6,381,454  67 

Suppression  of  Indian  hostilities,  5,020,000  00 

Breakwaters,  &c.  709, 8S4  42 

Harbor  bill,  493,100  41 

Miscellaneous,  5,39S,492  73 

Private  claims  (estimated)  220,000  00 

Total  £38,542,298  71 

Deduct,  having  been  twice  ap- 
propriated, for  Wisconsin  territory  25,000  00 


the  shoulder  of  one  of  the  heroes  of  ’76,  who  battled 
for  freedom  in  “days  that  tried  men’s  souls.”  If 


its  owner  experienced — and  cause  our  blood  to 
warm,  and  our  hearts  to  thrill,  at  the  recital  of  period  in  1335. 
events  which  contributed  to  the  establishment  of 
our  national  independence. 
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The  United  States  senate.  The  term  of 
service  of  the  following  senators  expires  on  the  4th 
of  March  next. 
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Leaves  actual  amount  of  appro- 
priations £38,517,298  71 

Of  this  sum,  however,  £1,500,000  for  the  District 
of  Columbia  is  not  payable  for  a number  of  years, 
and  £3,150,000  for  the  post  office  department  is  pay- 
able only  out  of  the  receipts  of  that  department  de- 
ducting these  two  sums,  the  amount  appropriated  is 
£33,866,798  71.  [Jour.  Com. 

The  treasury.  From  the  following  official 
document  it  appears,  that  the  whole  amount  of 
funds  in  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  exceeds 

FORTY-TWO  AND  A HALF  MILLIONS' 

Treasury  department,  September  1,  1836. 

In  conformity  with  the  resolution  of  the  senate, 
passed  1st  July,  1836,  directing  that  “during  the 
ensuing  recess  of  congress,  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  cause  to  be  published  at  the  commence- 
ment of  each  month,  a statement  of  the  amount  of 
money  in  the  treasury  subject  to  draft;  and  also  the 
amount  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  disbursing  of- 
cers,”  the  undersigned  hereby  gives  public  notice 
that  “the  amount  of  money  in  the  treasury,  subject 
to  draft,”  as  shown  by  the  running  account  of  the 
treasurer,  reported  to  this  department  on  the  31st 
ultimo,  was  £37,817,996  39,  and  “the  amount  stand- 
ing to  the  credit  of  disbursing  officers,”  as  shown 
by  the  latest  returns  received,  was  £4,847,926  55. 

Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Cotton.  The  following  comparative  view  of 
the  imports  and  exports  of  cotton  into  and  from 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  from  the  1st  of  January 
to  the  9th  of  July  last,  and  of  the  imports  and  ex- 
ports for  the  same  period  last  year,  is  copied  from 
the  Liverpool  Circular  of  the  16th  of  July: 
IMPORTS  IN  1836. 

American,  bags  51 1,578 

South  American,  76,774 

West  Indies,  Demerara,  See.  3,019 

East  Indies,  107,952 

Egypt,  &c.  10,112 


John  Page, 

Gideon  Tomlinson,* 
Samuel  Prentiss,* 
Silas  Wright,  jr. 
James  Buchanan, 

R.  H.  Goldsborough,* 
W.  P.  Mangum,* 
Wm.  C.  Preston,* 
Alfred  Cutlibert, 
Henry  Clay,* 

Thomas  Ewing,* 
Alexander  Porter,* 
Wm.  L.  Hendricks, f 
Wm.  L.  D.  Ewing, 
Gabriel  Moore,* 
Lewis  F.  Linn, 


New  Hampshire. 

Connecticut. 

Vermont. 

New  York. 

Pennsylvania. 

Maryland. 

North  Carolina. 
South  Carolina. 
Georgia. 
Kentucky. 

Ohio. 

Louisiana. 

Indiana. 

Illinois. 

Alabama. 

Missouri. 


In  1835,  about  one  half  of  the  tolls  of  the  season 
were  collected  previous  to  the  15th  of  August-  If 
the  same  thing  should  be  realized  the  present  sea- 
son, the  aggregate  revenue  from  tolls  will  amount 
to  the  sum  of  one  million  six  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. 


Great  freshet.  Thursdav  was  a cloudy  day, 
but  not  remarkably  so.  A littlebcfore  day  on  Friday 
morning  it  commenced  raining  here,  and  rained 
nearly  all  day  with  steadiness — nothing,  however, 
to  alarm.  On  Saturday  morning  it  was  observed 
with  great  surprise  that  there  was  a fresh  in  James 
river.  The  river  continued  to  rise  until  after  night, 
and  attained  a height  exceeding  by  three  inches 
the  fresh  of  last  June.  The  fall  of  rain  in  a given 
time  in  the  mountains  must  have  been  great  beyond 
modern  recollection,  as  from  appearances  here  we 
give  it  but  24  hours,  if  so  much,  to  have  fallen  in. 
Washington  monument.  The  board  of  mana-  It  is  the  greatest  fresh  since  August,  1814,  at  the 
gersof  the  Washington  National  Monument  society,  very  period  that  Washington  city  was  occupied  by 
invite  designs  for  this  structure,  intended  as  a me- , the  British. 

mortal  of  a nation’s  gratitude.  It  would  be  to  We  hear  of  much  damage.  Thirty  feet  of  the 
fetter  genius  to  prescribe  any  limits  to  the  exercise  i rail  road  embankment,  a couple  of  miles  beyond 
of  its  powers,  which  should,  however,  in  this  case  Taylorvillo,  has  been  swept  a« . tv.  and  two  mails 
harmoniously  blend  durability,  simplicity,  and  gran-  from  the  north  thus  far  missed.  Ground  Squirrel 
deur,  Although  it  is  impracticable  at  present  to  bridge,  on  the  South  Anna,  that  has  withstood  the 
estimate  the  extent  of  the  contributions  that  may  floods  of  thirty  years  on  that  easily  excited  river, 
be  made,  the  designs  may  be  predicated  on  an  ex- 1 we  understand  has  been  carried  away.  So  has 
penditure  of  not  less  than  one  million  of  dollars.  j been  Beaverdam  bridge,  on  Bea\cnlam  creek,  in 
The  board  of  managers  will  not  offend  American  Goochland.  a newlj  erected  and  solid  structure, 
genius  so  much  as  to  offer,  in  this  instance,  a pecu- ' The  canal  was  broken  in  two  places  on  Dr.  Trent's 
niary  reward.  The  artist  whose  design  shall  be  I farm,  in  Goochland,  by  the  merely  immense  fill  of 
adopted  will  feel  amply  remunerated;  and  all  the  rain.  The  tobacco  on  James  river,  and  we  doubt 

1 1 ^ — c *-  not  on  tire  Watercourses  generally,  has  been  swept 

fore  and  aft,  just  ready  too  for  the  knife.  The  corn 
we  hope  has  escaped  with  less  injury;  to  be  mate- 
rially injured,  the  water  must  have  reached  the  ear. 

This  is  the  fourth  distinct  fresh  in  James  river 
since  the  28th  May  last.  It  looks  as  if  the  river 
gals  were  resolved  upon  destroying  cultivation, 
ani  re-establishing  their  sylvan  reign.  We  have 
neter  known  in  30  years  a rise  in  the  river  so  total- 
ly inexpected.  A spring  fresh  and  a fall  fresh,  all 
in  he  same  year,  we  believe  unknown  to  expe- 
rience  or  tradition.  In  the  great  fresh  of  1772  it 
was  slightly  cloudy  in  this  part  of  Virginia  for 
threedays,  hut  not  rain  enough  to  wet  a man  in  his 
shirt  S.eeves.  Wind  at  the  south  east,  as,  unless  it 
be.  thre  is  never  a great  fresh.  We  hear  of  great 
indiviihal  loss.  There  has  been  a good  deal  in  to- 
bacco aid  timber  at  the  Rocketts. 

A drowned  man  was  taken  out  of  the  river  yes- 
terday Horning  at  Mayo’s  bridge;  understood  to  be 
a nativeof  Ireland,  who  threw  himself  into  the 
river  in  (state  of  intoxication,  and  refused  the  aid 
of  plank l&c.  which  wore  thrown  in  to  assist  him. 

[Richmond  Il’Aig  of  the  29  th  ult. 


Total  of  all  descriptions, 

in  1835. 

American, 

South  American, 

We9t  Indies,  Demerara,  Sic. 
East  Indies, 

Egypt,  Ike. 


709,435 

bags  518,986 
75,786 
S.919 
49,325 

9,886—657,902 


Increase  of  imports  as  compared 
with  1835, 

exports  in  1836. 

American,  10,207;  Brazil,  2,8  19;  East 
India,  29,070;  West  India,  30;  other 
kinds,  20. 

Total  in  1836, 

Same  period,  Ln  1835, 


bags  51,533 


bags  42,976 
57,863 


designs  will  be  bound  and  carefully  preserved — to 
which  end  it  is  requested  that  they  be  sketched,  as 
near  as  may  be,  on  paper  of  a uniform  size,  of  the 
dimensions  of  sixteen  by  twenty-two  inches.  The 
designs  to  be  directed  to 

George  Watterson,  secretary. 

Naval  Lyceum.  We  had  the  pleasure,  a few 
weeks  since,  of  visiting  the  Naval  Ivceiun.  at  Brook- 
lyn, opposite  New  York,  and  were  surprised  at  the 
valuable  and  various  collections,  which  are  there 
treasured  up,  for  the  inspection  of  every  friend  of 
the  navy,  wno  may  be  properly  introduced.  Two 
large  apartments,  one  above  another,  open  in  the 
middle,  the  central  section  of  the  upper  one  exhibit- 
ing a fair  view  of  the  lower,  being  surrounded  by 
a ballustrade,  are  crowded  with  curiosities  and 
works  of  art  of  every  description — the  results  of 
private  and  public  donation.  A volume  would 
scarcely  do  justice  to  the  entire  collection.  The 
minoraiogical  and  entomological  departments  are 
particularly  well  stored.  The  actual  costumes  of 
different  nations,  and  implements  of  war  and  peace- 
ful pursuits  belonging  to  them,  are  of  great  variety. 
Among  other  curiosities,  a state  paper  of  Napoleon, 
when  he  was  first  consul  of  the  empire,  with  his 
signature  attached,  repaid  our  especial  attention. 
A bust  of  Washington,  by  Oreenough , executed  at 
Florence,  is  admired  by  every  observer.  The  li- 
brary is  comparatively  large,  and  abounds  with 
many  excellent  volumes. 

The  lyceum  is  worthy  of  all  approval,  and  we 
trust  that  every  high  minded  citizen,  who  regards 
with  the  proper  spirit,  one  of  the  most,  honorable 
branches  of  our  national  service,  will  contribute  to 
its  stores.  So  numerous  already  have  been  the 
tributes  tendered  to  this  institution,  that  the  rooms 
are  already  loo  small  for  their  reception;  and  a new 
edifice  will  soon  be  required  as  a depot  for  those 
which  are  to  come.  Those  who  visit  the  lyceum 
properly  commended — we  speak  from  experience 


* Whigs. 


f Doubtful, 


AssAUtr.  Yesterday,  about  noon,  considerable 
excitemet:  was  created  in  State  street,  in  conse- 
quence otjn  assault  committed  upon  the  person  of 
Samuel  ESewall,  esq.  who  has  been  the  counsel 
for  the  ablitionists  in  the  different  slave  cases 
which  havibcen  before  our  courts.  It  appears  that 
Mr.  Sewallused  some  language  before  the  court 
during  thelxamination  respecting  the  two  female 
slaves  broujit  from  Baltimore,  which  was  suppos- 
ed to  affect  [he  private  character  and  did  injury  to 
the  feelingsof  lieut.  George  Adams,  a cousin  of 
Mr.  Morris!  their  owner.  Mr.  Adams,  about  12 
o'clock,  nod,  yesterday,  entered  Mr.  SewaH’s  of- 
fice, and  attinpted  to  ‘inflict  corporal  punishment 
with  a cowsfin.  Mr.  Sewall  resisted,  and  a cry  for 
help  havingpecn  made  bv  a person  in  the  office, 
several  persrns  entered  and  separated  the  combat- 
ants. Mr.  Mains  was  allowed  to  escape,  aud  Mr. 
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„ ~ entered  a complaint  against  him  at  the  po- 
,.  5urt;  a warrant  was  issued  accordingly,  but  it 
Afterwards  stated  that  Mr.  Adams  had  left  the 
/• . 

It  is  reported  that  Mr.  Adams  has  sent  a note  to 
lie  police  court,  stating  that  he  may  be  found  at  the 
Tremont  House.  [Boston  Courier,  Aug.  30. 

Gallantry  and  its  reward.  An  interesting 
incident  took  place  the  other  day  on  board  one  of 
the  steamboats  which  ply  between  this  city  and 
Newburgh;  and  we  have  great  pleasure  in  record- 
ing it,  as  it  shows  that  generous  actions  usually  ex- 
cite corresponding  emotions  in  those  who  witness 
them,  and  that  heroism  is  not  always  left  to  be  re- 
warded by  the  consciousness  only  of  the  good  deed. 

At  the  moment  of  embarkation  on  board  a New- 
burgh steamboat,  a boy,  apparently  about  twelve 
years  of  age,  was  accidently  pushed  overboard  by 
a person  who  was  about  to  enter  the  vessel.  Im- 
mediately on  seeing  it,  the  steward  of  the  boat 
jumped  from  the  deck,  and  rescued  him,  at  the  im- 
minent peril  of  his  life.  His  conduct  upon  the  oc- 
casion, was  the  theme  of  conversation  for  but  a few 
minutes,  when  a gentleman,  who  deservedly  stands 
high  in  the  estimation  of  his  fellow  citizens,  made 
the  following  remark:  “That  is  a brave  fellow — he 
saved  the  life  of  that  boy.  I’ll  give  five  dollars  to  re- 
ward him — who’ll  give  five  more?”  “I  will,”  and  “I 
will,”  and  “I  will,”  was  immediately  responded  by 
every  person  within  hearing;  and  in  the  course  of  a 
few  minutes,  the  sum  of  $85  was  contributed  by 
passengers  on  board.  The  name  of  the  man  who 
rescued  the  boy,  is  Haven’s,  and  the  gentleman  who 
first  proposed  the  subscription,  and  so  happily  suc- 
ceeded, is  James  C.  Stoneall,  the  well  known  pro- 
prietor of  the  “Shakspeare”  hotel,  corner  of  Ful- 
ton and  Nassau  streets.  [N.  Y.  Transcript. 


“It  was,  undoubtedly,  a noble  countenance;  the  j account,  that  more  than  one-third  of  these  belong 
features  were  regular  and  handsome,  and  I wished  to  the  prisoner  class,  and  have  no  means  of  snb- 
that  I could  have  seen  him  when  they  were  anima-  scribing  to  or  reading  newspapers,  we  reduce  the 
ted  by  the  small,  black,  piercing  eye,  and  heigh-  proportion  to  one  in  about  every  3,000.  In  New 
tened  and  set  off  by  the  long  raven  hair  and  plume  South  Wales  they  have  seven  journals,  viz:  the  Go- 
of tile  warrior.”  vernment  Gazette,  Sydney  Gazette,  The  Herald, 

Australian,  Monitor,  Commercial  Journal  and  Co- 
lonist distributed  among  a population  of  about  70,000, 
which  gives  about  a journal  to  every  10,000  people. 
But  then  it  is  to  be  considered  that  most  of  the 
Sydney  journals  are  on  the  average  twice  a week, 
which  in  fact  makes  as  far  as  number  goes,  but  not 
as  regards  variety,  the  journals  to  be  about  one  in 
5,000.  There  is  this  remarkable  difference  to  be 
observed  with  regard  to  the  readers  in  these  colonies 
and  in  Europe,  that  the  country  residents,  and  not 
those  in  towns,  are  the  greatest  readers,  (we  speak 
from  our  own  experience,  from  the  subscription 
list),  the  proportion  in  Van  Dieman’s  Land  being 
at  least  three  readers  in  the  country  to  two  in  the 
town.  [Hobart  Town  Gazette. 


Gum  elastic  clothing,  shoes,  &c.  It  is  but 
a few  years  since  we  have  heard  of  gum  elastic 
over  shoes,  or  known  their  value  in  wet  and  muddy 
streets;  and  it  is  scarcely  one  year  since  articles  of 
clothing  made  of  cloth  so  prepared  with  this  sub- 
stance as  to  be  rendered  impervious  to  water,  have 
been  known.  Yet,  short  as  the  time  has  been,  those 
articles  are  to  be  found  in  almost  every  town  and 
village  in  the  United  States,  and  their  manufacture 
is  already  an  important  and  profitable  branch  of 
business  of  our  country.  We  understand  that  there 
are  now  in  existence  six  companies  incorporated 
for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  various  articles  in 
which  this  substance  forms  an  ingredient,  with  capi- 
tals amounting  to  $1,000,000.  They  employ  at 
present  900  to  1,000  individuals,  men,  women  and 
children,  and  are  rapidly  extending  their  operations. 
The  company  in  Salem  is  understood  to  be  one  of 
the  most  profitably  managed  in  the  state. 

[Salem  (Mass.)  Gazette. 


From  Texas.  The  editor  of  the  New  Orleans 
Bee  furnishes  information  from  Texas  to  the  10th 
August,  at  which  time  the  Texian  army  2,200  in 
number  were  at  Colet,  near  Copano.  Several  of 
the  Texian  citizens  had  left  the  army  and  returned 
to  their  farms,  as  it  seemed  to  be  well  understood 
there  would  be  no  fighting  until  the  winter. 

The  expedition  to  Matamoras  by  the  Texians  has 
been  abandoned  for  the  present.  Santa  Ana  has 
been  sent  to  the  plantation  of  col.  Phelps  under  a 
strong  guard. 

We  had  some  wild  rumors  a few  days  ago,  that 
Santa  Ana  had  escaped,  and  that  president  Burnet 
had  been  impeached  for  his  agency  in  assisting  him. 

A dead  warrior.  Mr.  W.  W.  Smith  has  pub- 
lished a work  entitled  “Sketches  of  the  Seminole 
war,  and  sketches  during  a campaign,”  which  is 
said  to  be  a work  of  much  merit.  The  following 
description  of  a dead  warrior,  extracted  from  it,  is 
graphic  and  spirited: 

“A  fine  specimen  he  was  of  the  goodly  handy 
work  of  nature — his  limbs  were  cast  in  an  almost 
perfect  mould,  but  an  evident  difference  was  observ- 
ed in  the  upper  and  lower  part  of  the  shoulder  and 
arms,  and  of  the  rest  of  the  body  from  the  waist 
down  to  the  toe.  The  former  were  small  and  by 
no  means  remarkable  for  power;  but  strength,  agi- 
lity and  grace  distinguished  the  latter;  :ne  bone 
straight  like  an  arrow;  the  compact  thew:  of  thigh 
and  calf;  the  elastic  sinews  of  knee  and  :nele,  and 
the  rounded  symmetry  that  ended  in  the  remarka- 
ble high  instep,  and  firm,  straight,  hanisome  foot 
and  heel;  it  was  a study  for  the  sculptc. 

“But  the  face  of  that  stern  warrio1,  whose  red 
brow  so  lately  frowned  with  battle’s  fcrror;  whose 
parted  lip  bespoke  the  bloody  thought  and  the  de- 
moniac cruelty  of  his  race,  now  paled  roin  his  natu- 
ral hue — livid  with  death — and  qudled,  scarcely 
softened  into  the  silent,  mute  and  purified  expres- 
sion— here  indeed  was  a model  to  the  artist.  I 
lingered,  in  spite  of  my  repugnanceto  the  unplea- 
santness of  the  scene,  to  gaze  on  th  beautiful  spe- 
cimen of  savage  inflexibility  beforeme;  I had  seen 
Indians  before,  and  attempted  fac  sinilies  and  ideals 
which  endeavored  to  pourtray  the  force  lineaments 
of  the  legitimate  savage,  but  not  irany  living  ori- 
ginals, nor  in  any  attempts  of  art,  iave  I recogniz- 
ed so  perfect  a beau  ideal  of  that  ssvageness,  which 
we  are  accustomed  to  consider  asm  inherent  qua- 
lity in  the  unhumanized  son  of  lie  forest;  an  ele- 
ment in  his  nature,  single,  and  w’ole,  of  which  the 
tiger  furnishes  the  aptest  type,  aid  W'hich  is  not  in- 
compatible with  beauty  of  phisignomy,  as  I rea- 
lized in  the  countenance  of  this  Tehee.  There  was 
a calmness  and  curl,  as  of  scornon  the  divided  lip; 
the  muscles  were  relaxed  with  i subdued  expres- 
sion of  fierce  glee,  as  though  th  war  yell  had  been 
suddenly  cut  short  by  the  deih  stroke;  and  this 
feature,  the  compressed  brow,  arl  the  haughty  nose, 
evinced  dauntless  daring,  .resoltion  and  contempt 
of  death. 


Foreign  segar  trade  of  the  U.  States. 
appears  from  a treasury  report  submitted  to  cc 


forty-three  dollars. 


dred  and  nineteen  thousand 
twenty-eight  dollars. 

Import, 

Export, 


seven  hundred 

76,761,000 

9,521,000 


ELECTIONS. 


INDIANA. 

The  Indianopolis  Journal,  published  at  the  seat 
of  government  of  the  state,  gives  a complete  list  of 
the  members  elected  to  the  two  houses  of  the  legis- 
lature the  aggregate  of  which  is  as  follows: 


Leaving  for  consumption  and  on  hand 

of  that  year’s  importation,  67,140,000 

[IV.  Y.  Mercantile  Adver. 


The  food  of  man.  The  Gennesse 
gives  this  brief  summary  of  the  native  c 
of  our  most  familiar  plants: 


In  its  native  state,  the  root  is  small  and  bitter, 
first  mention  of  it  by  European  writers  is  in  1588 
It  is  now  spread  over  the  world.  Wheat  ar 


lji  in  j.  ci 

still  indigenous. 


considered  a native.  Maize,  or  Indian  corn,  is  e 
native  of  Mexico,  and  was  unknowm  in  Europe  un- 
til after  the  discoveries  of  Columbus.  The  bread 
fruit  tree  is  a native  of  the  South  Sea  islands,  par- 
ticularly Otaheite.  Tea  is  found  a native  no  where 
except  in  China  and  Japan,  from  which  country 
the  world  is  supplied.  The  cocoa  nut  is  a native 


forded  by  it.  Coffee  is  a native  of  Arabia  Felix, 
but  is  now  spread  into  both  the  East  and  W est  In- 
dies. The  best  coffee  is  brought  from  Mocha,  in 
Arabia,  whence  about  fourteen  millions  of  pounds 
are  annually  exported.  St.  Domingo  furnishes 
from  sixty  to  seventy  millions  of  pounds  yearly. 
All  the  varieties  of  the  apple  are  derived  from  the 
crab  apple,  which  is  found  native  in  most  parts  of 
the  world. 

The  peach  is  derived  from  Persia,  where  it  still 
grows  in  a native  state,  small,  bitter,  and  with  poi- 
sonous qualities.  Tobacco  is  a native  of  Mexico 
and  South  .America,  and  lately  one  species  has 
been  found  in  New  Holland.  Tobacco  was  first  in- 
troduced into  England  from  North  Carolina,  in 
1586,  by  Walter  Raleigh.  Asparagus  was  brought 
from  Asia;  cabbage  and  lettuce  from  Holland;  horse 
radish  from  China;  rice  from  Ethiopia;  beans  from 
the  East  Indies;  onions  and  garlic  are  natives  of 
various  places  both  in  Asia  and  Africa.  The  su- 
gar cane  is  a native  of  China,  and  the  art  of  making 
sugar  from  it  has  been  practised  from  tire  remotest 
antiquity. 


Newspaper  statistics.  In  Van  Dieman’s  Land, 
with  a population  of  about  40,000,  we  have  nine 
journals,  viz:  The  Gazette,  Courier,  Tasma- 

nian Colonial  Times,  True  Colonist,  Morning  Star, 
Launceston  Advertiser  and  Cornwall  Chronicle,  or 
one  in  about  4,500  inhabitants,  and  if  we  take  into 


It  Harrison.  Van  Buren. 

1.  Senators  29  18 

j.  Representatives  55  44 

y — — 

5,  84  62 

KENTUCKY — OFFICIAL  RETURNS. 

[.  Vote  for  governor. 

e 1836.  1832. 

U 

r 

Clark. 

Flour. 

Buck. 

Brea. 

Adair, 

336 

329 

368 

541 

Allen, 

199 

317 

184 

476 

Anderson, 

170 

438 

140 

437 

^ Bracken, 

395 

289 

447 

305 

Bourbon, 

737 

399 

1,104 

534 

Boone, 

645 

478 

629 

557 

Butler, 

160 

219 

94 

275 

Bullitt, 

197 

194 

270 

442 

Barren, 

965 

955 

979 

903 

Bath, 

541 

634 

518 

735 

Breckenbridge, 

694 

61 

551 

297 

Clay, 

356 

136 

353 

149 

Campbell, 

396 

667 

475 

859 

r Clarke, 

043 

138 

849 

521 

s Christian, 

689 

382 

681 

483 

Cumberland, 

562 

94 

533 

543 

s Caldwell, 

458 

536 

273 

569 

■ Calloway, 

178 

694 

53 

714 

Casey, 

187 

213 

296 

299 

Clinton, 

199 

159 

Daviess, 

408 

343 

322 

359 

Estill, 

455 

337 

221 

312 

Edmondson, 

152 

155 

132 

212 

Fayette, 

1,041 

602 

1,426 

681 

Franklin, 

480 

548 

554 

470 

Fleming, 

881 

526 

1,089 

764 

Floyd, 

112 

384 

118 

405 

Garrard, 

707 

285 

973 

289 

Greenup, 

406 

222 

446 

460 

Green, 

413 

622 

602 

915 

Grant, 

186 

242 

197 

232 

Gallatin, 

727 

320 

445 

544 

Grayson, 

255 

229 

301 

249 

Graves, 

175  ’ 

388 

40 

318 

Harrison, 

438 

686 

535 

902 

Henderson, 

384 

404 

374 

327 

Hardin, 

805 

355 

826 

799 

Harlan, 

249 

171 

204 

145 

Hickman, 

327 

522 

137 

605 

Hopkins, 

419 

493 

251 

508 

Henry, 

576 

799 

532 

755 

Hart, 

239 

334 

226 

390 

Hancock, 

83 

62 

82 

110 

Jefferson, 

561 

484 

1,758 

1,783 

Jessamine, 

. 502 

364 

668 

527 

Knox, 

479 

53 

432 

146 

Lewis, 

320 

319 

322 

439 

Livingston, 

256 

473 

212 

385 

Lincoln, 

629 

242 

775 

323 

Logan, 

935 

256 

705 

647 

Lawrence, 

265 

216 

199 

324 

Laurel, 

246 

106 

174 

190 

Louisville  city. 

1,248 

605 

Mason, 

924 

386 

1,188 

745 

Mercer, 

741 

861 

819 

1,282 

Madison, 

1,041 

397 

1,103 

737 

Montgomery, 

559 

374 

743 

535 

Muhlenburg, 

406 

263 

369 

333 

Marion, 

373 

535 

Monroe, 

193 

238 

168 

418 

McCracken, 

212 

124 

46 

219 

Morgan, 

57 

406 

128 

315 

Meade, 

362 

66 

364 

158 

4 
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Nelson,  . 

786 

218 

836 

377 

Mecklenburg 

Nicholas, 

509 

615 

601 

583 

Martin 

Ohio, 

334 

245 

164 

425 

New  Hanover 

Owen, 

265 

443 

216 

528 

Nash 

Oldham, 

305 

602 

403 

74* 

Northampton 

Pike, 

57 

291 

35 

264 

Onslow 

Pendleton, 

133 

201 

166 

291 

Orange 

Pulaski, 

566 

446 

654 

640 

Person 

Perry, 

134 

165 

157 

197 

Pasquotank 

Russell, 

315 

69 

296 

268 

Pitt 

Rockcastle, 

388 

82 

299 

141 

Perquimons 

Scott, 

487 

824 

736 

1,017 

Rowan  . 

Shelby, 

Simpson, 

924 

414 

1,163 

733 

Randolph 

300 

289 

319 

425 

Rockingham 

Spencer, 

Triger, 

359 

198 

314 

459 

Robeson 

262 

233 

276 

439 

Richmond 

Toll, 

517 

225 

590 

288 

Rutherford 

Union, 

193 

269 

190 

366 

Sampson 

Woodford, 

675 

377 

658 

393 

Surry 

Wayne, 

350 

415 

528 

446 

Stokes 

Whitley, 

356 

49 

228 

186 

Tyrrell 

Warren, 

704 

348 

667 

581 

Washington 

Washington, 

438 

529 

820 

1,198 

Wilkes 
Warren 
Wayne 
Wake  . 
Yancy 

38,587 

30,491 

8,096 

30,491 

39,421 

40.6S1 

39,421 

1,260 

RECAPITULATION. 

For  governor. 
James  Clark,  (Whig,) 

M.  Flournoy,  (Van  Buren,) 

Clark’s  majority, 

For  lieutenant  governor. 
Charles  A.  Wickliffe,  (Whig,) 
Elijah  Hise,  (Van  Buren,) 


38,587 

30,491 

8,096 

35,524 

32,186 

3,338 


869 

1,095 

- 

260  maj. 

224 

706 

102 

679 

592 

241 

- 

266  maj, 

1,237 

1,132 

230 

498 

490 

260 

483 

511 

430  maj. 

- 

1,642 

117 

1,009 

112 

300 

855 

408 

507 

616 

53 

890  maj. 

- 

419 

666  • 

887 

1,035 

828 

802 

400 

25 

377 

34 

800  maj 

- 

92 

673 

180 

716 

864 

891 

110 

536 

31,829 

26,822 


26,822 


Wickliffe’s  majority, 

Of  the  senators  elected,  fourteen  are  said  to  be 
friendly  to  the  present  administration  of  the  general 
government,  and  twenty-four  against  it.  Of  the  re- 
presentatives .in  the  house,  forty-two  members  are 
put  down  as  friendly  to  the  administration  and  fifty- 
eight  against  it.  Whig  majority,  on  joint  ballot, 
twenty-six. 

MISSOURI. 

The  St.  Louis  Republican  says:  “The  whole  of 
the  returns  from  the  different  counties  have  not  yet 
reached  us;  but  enough  is  known  to  make  it  cer- 
tain, that  Mr.  Boggs  (Van  Buren)  is  chosen  go- 
vernor, by  five  or  six  hundred  majority;  that  Mr. 
Cannon,  (also  Van  Buren),  is  elected  lieutenant 
governor  by  a much  larger  vote;  and  that  Messrs. 
Harrison  and  Miller  are  to  be  the  representatives  of 
the  state  in  the  next  congress.”  Harrison  and  Mil- 
ler are  friends  of  Van  Buren. 

NORTH  CAP.OLINA. 

The  following  table,  showing  the  result  of  the 
election  for  governor,  is  copied  from  the  “Raleigh 
Register,”  which  paper  states  that  it  has  been  care- 


fully prepared 
Counties. 
Anson 


Dudley. 

1,017 


Spaight. 

274 


Ashe 

383 

438 

Buncombe  . 

1,194 

533 

Bertie 

336 

489 

Bladen 

- 

27  maj. 

Brunswick 

359 

123 

Beaufort 

755 

236 

Burke 

1,257 

516 

Cabarrus 

. , 

643 

227 

Columbus 

210 

185 

Carteret 

111  maj. 

- 

Currituck 

- 

150  maj. 

Chatham 

932 

626 

Chowan 

145  maj. 

- 

Cumberland 

500 

800 

Camden 

400 

12 

Caswell 

116 

1,067 

Craven 

267 

669 

Duplin 

- 

250  maj. 

Davidson 

1,287 

69 

Edgecomb  . 

71 

1,191 

Franklin 

303 

564 

Granville  . 

977 

391 

Gates 

- 

200  maj. 

Greene 

- 

150  maj. 

Guilford 

1,145 

475 

Halifax 

100  maj. 

_ 

Hertford 

376 

264 

Hyde 

300  maj. 

- 

Haywood 

- 

200  maj. 

Iredell 

1,283 

226 

Johnson 

364 

672 

Jones 

228 

120 

Lincoln 

695 

1,674 

I^enoir 

192 

389 

Macon 

275 

450 

Moore 

312 

603 

Montgomery 

a 

782  maj. 

- 

Dudley’s  majority  5,007 
The  result  of  the  election  for  members  of  the  le- 
gislature is  doubtful — and  both  parties  claim  a ma- 
jority. The  Raleigh  Star  states  the  whig  majority 
in  the  state  senate  to  be  four;  and  classes  col. 
McCormick,  from  Cumberland,  as  a whig,  while 
the  Fayetteville  Observer  claims  him  as  a Van  Bu- 
ren man.  The  Star  adds;  “The  senator  from  Per- 
son, it  is  understood,  is  pledged  to  vote  against 
judge  Mangum;  but  we  have  no  reason  to  believe 
he  is  under  any  pledge  to  vote  against  any  other 
person  or  to  vote  for  a Van  Buren  man. 

Mr.  Graham,  whose  seat  was  declared  vacated  by 
the  house  of  representatives  last  winter,  has  been 
again  returned  to  that  body  over  his  old  oeponent. 
The  following  is  the  result  of  the  contest. 

Counties. 

Burke, 

Rutherford, 

Buncombe, 

Haywood, 

Macon, 

Yancy, 


1,614  majority. 

ALABAMA. 

The  National  Intelligencer  says — Returns  from 
South  Alabama  give  the  following  number  of  mem- 
bers elected  by  each  party;  whig  43,  Van  Buren 
men  19.  Against  tjiese  are  18  Van  Buren  men 


Graham. 

Newland. 

1,080 

708 

1,633 

626 

1,082 

257 

716 

373 

448 

34S 

291 

406 

— 

— 

4,791 

3,177 

3,177 

We  have  satisfactory  informa- 


But,  admit  all  the  remaining  sixteen  to 


— ; but  at  present  he  would  state  the  result  w , , 

260  maj.  been  arrived  at,  and  the  reoeral  reason 

; led  to  it.  The  case  was  one  of  high  inlrie'*c 
ha<l  been  fully  and  most  ably  argued  bv  c«  , 

The  imprrviion  of  the  court  and  bar  hail  (one  b1' 
that  a slave  coming  here  by  the  consent  of  the  nr. 
ter  is  thereby  virtually  emancipated,  because  Ibci 
| is  no  law  by  which  he  can  be  compelled  to  leave 
] this  state,  and  while  here,  as  he  owes  allegiance,  be 
I must  receive  protection.  The  question  was  not 
j before  the  court,  and  need  not  here  be  settled,  whe- 
| ther  a slave  coming  here  by  his  master's  consent, 
and  ailerwanls  returning  to  a slave  country,  would 
I fall  back  into  slavery.  The  court  were  clearly  of 
; opinion  that  the  long  settled  impression  referred  to 
was  sound. 

The  law  of  England  and  the  law  of  Massachu- 
setts were  analogous.  By  both,  slavery  has  been 
recognized  as  the  local  law  of  countries,  which 
have  chosen  to  tolerate  it.  Slavery  is  against  jus- 
tice and  natural  right,  but  other  states  and  coun- 
tries have  a legal  right  to  fix  the  condition  of  their 
own  subjects,  and  must  reconcile  their  acts  with 
their  own  consciences,  in  their  own  wav.  Slavery 
cannot  therefore  be  now  considered  against  the  law 
of  nations,  but  being  against  the  policy  and  settled 
law  of  Massachusetts,  wc  here  regard  It  not  as  mat- 
ter of  general  law,  so  as  to  let  in  the  principles  of 
comity  in  the  case  of  foreigners  coming  here  with 
slaves,  but  only  as  local  law,  which  we  respect 
within  certain  limits,  and  to  a certain  extent.  The 
judge  went  into  a very  able  though  brief  analysis 
of  the  adjudged  cases,  on  the  subject  of  slave  pro- 
perty, and  showed  that  the  doctrines  now  held 
were  substantially  in  accordance  with  those  cases. 

The  judge  then  states),  that  prior  to  the  adoption 
of  the  federal  constitution,  it  became  the  universal 
settled  policy  of  this'state,  that  slavery  was  contra- 
ry to  natural"  right,  and  was  unlawful.  The  adop- 
tion to  the  constitution  only  varied  this  principle  so 
far  as  it  made  express  provision  for  the  case  of  run- 
away slaves,  See.  Where  there  is  a general  prohibi- 
tion, and  a particular  exemption,  the  latter  is  to  be 
construed  strictly,  particularly  when  that  exemp- 
tion is  against  natural  right."  The  article  of  the 
constitution  relating  to  fugitives  might  have  been 
useful,  and  we  cannot  now  object  to  it.  But  that 
article  must  be  construed  according  to  the  plain 
and  natural  import  of  its  terms.  It  must  receive  a 
strict  construction,  and  does  not  apply  to  cases 
where  slaves  are  voluntarily  brought  here  by  their 
masters 

The  judge  stated  that  the  child  must  be  discharg- 
ed from  tlie  custody  of  the  present  claimant,  and 
consigned,  for  safe  keeping  at  present,  to  the  peti- 
tioner’s counsel.  It  was  intimated  that  this  was 
not  to  be  understood  as  tire  case  of  a master,  who  is 
bringing  his  slave  through  this  state  by  virtue  of  a 
warrant  issuing  under  the  act  of  congress  respect- 
ing runaway  slaves,  nor  to  a necessary'  tnvnsitus 
Irom  one  slave  state  to  another,  through  a free  state, 
where  there  was  no  unnecessary  delay.  The  lat- 
ter case  could  hardly  happen  in  this  state,  and  nei- 
ther were  before  the  court,  so  as  to  make  necessary' 
any  expression  of  opinion  on  them. 


Southern  counties 
Northern  counties 


Whigs. 

43 


Total,  so  far  as  heard  45 


Van  Buren. 
19 
16 

35 


IMPORTANT  DECISION. 

The  Boston  “Mercantile  Journal”  of  Saturday 
last  contains  the  following  decision  in  relation  to 
the  slave  case,  which  lias  for  some  time  been  be 
lore  the  supreme  court  of  Massachusetts,  now  sit- 
ting in  Boston.  The  slave  is  a female  about  six 
years  old,  belonging  to  Mr.  Slater  of  Louisiana,  and 
was  held  by  Mr.  Thomas  Aves,  to  be  restored  to 
Mr.  Slater  as  soon  as  convenient.  The  peculiar 
circumstances  under  which  she  came  into  the  pos- 
session of  Mr.  Aves  ace  not  stated.  The  case  was 
argued,  says  the  Journal,  by  the  counsel  for  the  re- 
spective parties  with  great  eloquence  and  skill,  by 
C.  P.  unct  B.  11.  Curtis,  for  Mr.  Aves,  the  gentle- 
man in  whose  possession  the  little  girl  now  is,  and 
against  whom  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was  issued 
— and  by  Rufus  Choate  and  Ellis  Cray  Loring  for 
the  applicants  for  the  discharge  of  the  slave. 

Chief  justice  Shaw  delivered  this  morning  the 
the  opinion  of  the  full  court,  on  the  rights  of  slave 
owners  bringing  slaves  into  Massachusetts,  which 
will  be  considered  of  extraordinary  importance. 
The  chief  justice  remarked,  that  a more  elaborate 
opinion  of  the  court  would  hereafter  be  drawn  up, 


Upon  the  above  decision  the  Boston  Daily  Adver- 
tiser males  the  following  remarks: 

“It  wil  be  perceived  that  the  court  have  decided 
that  the  lave  having  been  brought  by  its  master’s 
consent  to  this  state,  becomes  free,  slavery  being 
against  t Impolicy  and  settled  law  of  the  state;  and 
that  the  pnvision  of  the  constitution  and  law  of  the 
United  State;,  in  relation  to  fugitives,  (Joes  not  ap- 
ply to  a casein  which  they'  come  with  the  master’s 
consent.  Income  of  the  states  there  is,  we  believe, 
legislative  povision  for  eases  of  this  sort,  and  it 
would  seem  t\at  some  such  provision  is  necessary- 
in  this  state,  mless  we  would  prohibit  citizens  of 
the  slnveholdiig  states  from  travelling  in  this  state 
with  their  faialies,  and  unless  we  would  permit 
such  of  them  a wish  to  emancipate  their  slaves  to 
throw  them,  at  their  pleasure,  upon  the  people  of 
this  state.  Bob  these  evils  require  to  he  guarded 
against,  and  thiremedy  lies  not  with  the  courts,  bul 
with  tlie  legisla’jre.” 

Another  Bostn  paper  says — “the  child  has  been 
taken  from  Mr.  Vves’  custody,  and  it  put  into  the 
custody  of  Ellis  iray  Loring.  esq.  until  a guardian 
should  be  nppoined.  The  opinion  as  delivered  by 
chief  justice  Sliav,  was  lucid  and  satisfactory,  under 
the  special  circuiitnnces  of  this  case.  There  was 
not  only  no  excitement  in  or  about  the  court  room,  but 
not  a colored  persn  was  present.  The  questions 
arising  in  the  casenave  been  discussed  argued  and 
decided  dispationntly.  most  learnedly  and  thorough- 
ly. and  determine!  upon  careful  considerations  of 
the  law  of  nature  tul  nations,  tlie  constitutions  of 
Massachusetts  am] the  United'  States,  tlie  laws  of 
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congress,  and  the  decisions  of  t!\e  English  courts 
before  the  revolution.” 

ANOTHER  SLAVE  CASE. 

From,  the  New  York  American. 

Jesse  Collier,  a colored  man,  claimed  as  a fugi- 
tive slave  by  Mr.  I.  B.  Collier,  of  Maryland,  was 
again  up  for  examination  yesterday,  before  the  re- 
corder— the  Manumission  society  defend  the  alleged 
slave.  A vast  crowd  collected,  and  alter  a short  ex- 
amination, the  case  was  remanded  until  next  Wed- 
nesday. 

The  claimant  on  the  last  examination  having 
sworn  positively  that  Collier  left  him  in  April,  1835, 
his  honor  presented  the  following  subjects  for  the 
discussion  of  the  respective  counsel,  previous  to  his 
giving  a decision. 

1st.  After  the  claimant  of  an  alleged  slave  fixes 
deliberately  the  time  of  his  escape  from  servitude, 
and  the  alleged  slave  goes  into  his  defence,  can  the 
judge,  consistently  with  the  law,  allow  the  claimant 
to  alter  the  time  of  his  escape? 

2d.  Is  the  admission  or  confession  of  the  alleged 
slave  sufficient  evidence  to  convict  him  as  a slave; 
or,  does  the  same  rule  of  law  apply  as  in  case  of  fe- 
lony, where  the  confession  of  guilt  is  sufficient  with- 
out first  showing  the  felony  to  have  been  actually 
committed? 

His  honor  stated  that  he  should  wish  them  to 
discuss  those  points  among  themselves  privately, 
and  communicate  the  result  of  their  investigation 
to  him  previous  to  his  giving  his  decision,  which 
decision,  however  short,  would  be  given  in  writing, 
as  he  was  of  opinion  it  would  differ  from  that  of 
many  other  judges,  who  he  was  sure  had  frequent- 
ly given  up  persons  claimed  as  slaves,  merely  on 
their  own  confession. 


THE  ARMY. 

GENERAL  ORDER,  NO.  58. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army,  adj’t  gen.  office, 
Washington,  August  27,  1836. 

I —  In  conformity  with  the  system  promulgated 
in  “order”  No.  54,  of  1827,  the  following  general 
change  in  the  stations  of  the  several  regiments  of 
artillery,  will  take  place  as  soon  as  their  services  in 
the  field  can  be  dispensed  with.  The  general  and 
other  officers  in  command  therefore,  as  soon  as  in 
their  opinion  the  services  of  all  or  any  portion  of 
the  artillery  are  no  longer  required  in  the  field,  will 
order  the  officers  and  companies  to  the  posts  and 
stations  as  below  designated: 

The  first  regiment  of  artillery,  will  garrison  the 
following  posts: 

1.  Forts  in  the  harbor  of  New  York. 

Company  F — Captain  M.  Mason,  (bvt.  major). 

Company  I — Captain  F.  Whiting,  (bvt.  major). 

Company  A — Captain  G.  Porter. 

Company  D — Captain  J.  Dimick. 

Company  C — Captain  C.  Dimmock. 

2.  Fort  Mifflin,  (Pennsylvania). 

Company  G — Capt.  R.  M.  Kirby,  (bvt.  major). 

3.  Fort  McHenry,  (Man/land). 

Company  H — Captain  D.  Van  Ness. 

4.  Fort  Severn,  (Maryland). 

Company  B— Captain  D.  Tompkins. 

5.  Fort  Washington,  (Maryland). 

Company  E — Captain  H.  Saunders,  (bvt.  major). 

II —  The  colonel  will  take  post  at  Fort  Columbus, 
New  York  harbor,  the  lieutenant  colonel  at  Fort 
Severn,  and  the  major  at  Fort  McHenry. 

Ill' — The  second  regiment  of  artillery,  will  garri- 
son the  following  posts: 

I.  Fort  Sullivan,  (Maine). 

Company  II — Captain  R.  A.  Zantzinger,  (bvt. 
major) . 

2.  Fort  Preble,  (Maine). 

Company  B— -Captain  F.  S.  Belton. 

3.  Fort  Constitution,  (New  Hampshire). 

Company  I — Captain  N.  Baden,  (bvt.  major). 

4.  Fori  Wolcott,  (Rhode  Island). 

Company  D — Captain  G.  Drane. 

5.  Fart  Trumbull,  (Connecticut) . 

Company  A — Captain  T.  S.  Legate,  (bvt. major). 

Company  F — Captain  J.  P.  Taylor. 

IV —  The  colonel  will  take  post  at  Fort  Wolcott, 
the  lieutenant  colonel  at  Fort  Trumbull,  and  the 
major  at  Fort  Constitution.  This  arrangement  of 
the  field  officers  of  the  regiment  may  be  considered 
as  temporary,  or  until  Fort  Independence,  Boston 
harbor,  and  Fort  Adams,  Newport,  R.  I.  are  ready 
to  receive  their  garrisons.  And  for  the  want  of 
quarters  at  these  posts,  companies  (G)  brevet  ma- 
jor J.  Mountfort,  (E)  captain  Merchant,  and  (C) 
captain  Mellon,  will  join  the  garrison  at  Fort  Mon- 
roe, Va. 

V —  The  third  regiment  of  artillery,  will  garrison 
the  following  posts: 

1.  Savannah,  (Georgia). 

Company  C — Captain  S.  Ringgold. 


2.  St.  Augustine,  (Florida). 

Company  D — Captain  R.  B.  Lee. 

3.  Key  West,  (Florida). 

Company  A — Captain  T.  Childs. 

4.  Fort  Pickens,  (Pensacola,  Florida). 

Company  H — Captain  i£.  Mackay,  (bvt.  major). 

Company  B — Captain  J.  P.  Vinton. 

5.  Fort  Morgan,  (Mobile,  Alabama). 

Company  G — Captain  M.  P.  Lomax,  (bvt.  ma- 
jor). 

6.  Fort  Wood,  (Louisiana). 

Company  F — Captain  W.  L.  McClintock,  (bvt. 

major.) 

7.  Fort  Pike,  (Louisiana.) 

Company  E — Captain  E.  Lyon. 

8.  Fort  Jackson,  (Louisiana.) 

Company  I — Captain  T.  W.  Lendrum. 

VI —  The  colonel  will  take  post  at  Oglethorpe 
Barracks,  Savannah,  Geo.  the  lieutenant  colonel  at 
Fort  Pickens,  Pensacola,  Florida,  and  the  major  at 
St.  Augustine  barracks,  Florida. 

VII—  The  fourth  regiment  of  artillery,  will  garri- 
son the  following  posts: 

1.  Fort  Monroe,  (Virginia.) 

Company  A — Capt.  J.  L.  Gardner,  (bvt.  major). 

Company  B — Captain  J.  M.  Washington. 

Company  H — Captain  II.  Brown. 

Company  D — Captain  S.  Cooper. 

Company  E — Captain  H.  A.  Thompson. 

2.  Fort  Macon,  (North  Carolina). 

Company  I — Captain  J.  Erwing,  (bvt.  major). 

3.  Fort  Caswell,  (North  Carolina). 

Company  G — Captain  J.  Monroe. 

4.  Castle  Pinckney,  ( South  Carolina). 

Company  F — Captain  L.  Whiting,  (bvt.  major). 

5.  Fort  Moultrie,  (South  Carolina). 

Company  C — Captain  P.  H.  Galt. 

VIII —  The  colonel  will  take  post  at  Fort  Mon- 
roe, the  lieutenant  colonel  at  Fort  Moultrie,  and  the 
major  at  Fort  Caswell. 

IX —  Officers  and  men  not  in  the  field,  and  those 
who  are  now  unable  to  join  the  army  for  active  ser- 
vice, will  repair  to  the  stations  designated  for  them, 
without  delay,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  take  charge 
of  the  public  property.  Should  any  of  the  posts 
designated  be  so  incomplete  as  not  to  afford  quar- 
ters for  the  troops  assigned  to  them,  respectively, 
they  will  repair  to  Fort  Monroe,  and  there  remain 
until  they  can  be  accommodated  at  the  several  posts 
to  which  they  have  been  assigned.  In  all  such 
cases,  the  adjutant  general  will  notify  those  con- 
cerned. 

X —  The  marine  corps  will  be  relieved  from  duty 
in  the  field  as  soon  as  its  services  can  be  dispensed 
with,  when  the  commander  of  that  corps  will  give 
the  necessary  orders  for  the  several  detachments  to 
resume  their  proper  stations. 

By  order  of  Alexander  Macomb,  major  gene- 
ral commanding-in-chief: 

R.  JONES,  adjutant  general. 


THE  CHEROKEE  WAR. 

From  the  Columbus  (Geo.)  Herald  of  August  16 
General  Sanford  and  staff  returned  to  this  city  on 
Thursday  evening  last  from  their  trip  to  Baker 
county,  in  search  of  the  Indians,  they  were  absent 
seventeen  days,  in  which  time  they  thoroughly 
scoured  Chickasahatchee,  Echoenochowe  and  Kit- 
chalooney  swamps,  but  without  finding  the  enemy. 
In  hunting,  however,  fresh  trails  were  frequently 
discovered  and  it  was  well  known  that  the  Indians 
were  scattered  through  the  swamp,  but  in  portions 
so  small  and  so  securely  were  they  covered  by  the 
thickness  of  the  swamp,  that  it  was  found  impos- 
sible to  ferret  them  out.  No  Indians  were  there- 
fore found  nor  was  a fight  had,  with  the  exception 
of  the  skirmish  between  the  Indians  and  the  scout- 
ing party  under  command  of  Col.  Alford,  which 
has  previously  appeared  in  the  journals  of  the  day. 
The  visit  of  gen.  Saiidford  and  his  men,  to  this  sec- 
tion of  the  country,  has  had  the  effect  at  all  events 
of  alarming  the  Indians,  and  assuring  them  that  the 
whites  are  fully  bent  on  reducing  them  to  submis- 
sion, or  driving  them  from  the  country  altogether; 
and  we  are  informed  that  they  are  struggling  to 
concentrate  their  scattered  forces  and  get  away  to 
Florida  as  soon  as  possible — poor  devils,  their  route 
is  circumscribed  indeed,  and  their  way  hemmed  in. 
Whither  should  they  fly  but  to  Florida?  and  why  go 
there?  They  will  find  no  resting  place  for  the  sole 
of  their  foot  in  that  distracted  land;  in  forty  or  fifty 
days  at  farthest,  they  will  encounter  a force  of  su- 
perior strength,  and  one  that  will  uproot  and  drive 
them  from  even  the  everglades,  should  they  retire 
to  that  untracked  portion  of  the  earth — if  they  re- 
turn to  the  Creek  nation  then  they  will  be  prompt- 
ly met  by  the  U.  S.  troops  and  Alabama  volunteers, 
who  are  still  in  waiting  to  slay  them  as  they  come, 
besides  there  are  a thousand  and  six  hundred  ‘brave 
volunteers’  from  old  Tennessee,  who  are  quartered 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Montgomery,  who 


would  literally  destroy  an  entire  nation  of  savages, 
should  they  dare  to  cross  their  path.  The  truth  is, 
the  Indians  axe  routed — broken  up — scattered — dis- 
tracted. They  are  flying  in  every  directon,  and 
doubtless  as  they  run,  will  continue  their  depreda- 
tions; consequently  should  be  closely  watched,  and 
followed  with  the  sword  and  bayonet  to  the  end  of  the 
chapter.  A body  of  T ennessee  troops  accompanied 
by  Paddy  Carr  and  some  8 or  10  friendly  Indians,  vi- 
sited the  Hatchachubbee  and  Cowagee  Creeks,  en3 
tered  the  swamps  and  drove  for  Indians — they 
‘jumped  up”  a party  with  whom  they  exchanged 
a few  shots,  and  finally  succeeded  in,  capturing 
twelve,  which  number  they  brought  to  Fort  Mitch- 
ell and  placed  in  confinement;  if  our  command- 
ing officers  would  enlist  a few  more  friendly  In- 
dians in  the  cause  of  the  country  and  place  them 
under  Paddy  Carr  as  leader  and  commander,  they 
would  find  this  troublesome  case  soon  swept  from 
the  docket,  and  the  court  now  sitting  for  the  trial 
of  savage  marauders  might  be  speedily  adjourn- 
ed, sine  die.  There  are  scores  of  friendly  Indians 
who  are  ready  and  willing  for  such  enlistment. 
Gen.  Sanford’s  command  brought  up  and  deposited 
at  Fort  Mitchell  six  women  and  children  belonging 
to  the  hostile  tribe.  These  squaws  and  their  little 
ones,  were  found  on  the  Kinchafoona  creek,  almost 
in  a state  of  starvation.  In  flying  from  the  whites, 
the  men  had  left  them  to  take  care  of  themselves; 
and  being  of  times  closely  pursued  by  our  troops, 
they  had  killed  7 of  their  children,  who  were  dy- 
ing with  hunger,  to  prevent  them  being  overheard 
and  discovered. 

Gen.  Sanford’s  command  consisted  of  volunteer 
companies,  from  the  following  counties:  Jasper, 
Jackson,  DeKalb,  Coweta,  Pulaski,  Troup,  Musco- 
gee, Stewart,  Baker  and  Early.  These  troops  are 
entitled  to.  great  credit;  it  is  truly  a severe  expo- 
of health  and  life,  to  travel  through  the  swamps  of 
the  lower  country  of  Georgia  at  this  season  of  ex- 
treme hot  weather  and  prevailing  epidemics,  and 
frequently  all  day  in  mud  and  water  waist  deep; 
yet,  we  are  gratified  to  learn,  that  general  good 
health  prevailed  throughout  the  army  during  the 
tour.  We  notice  among  those  who  have  arrived, 
maj.  gen.  Sanford,  col.  S.  Rockwell,  maj.  W.  S. 
Rockwell,  maj.  J.  S.  Patterson,  lieut.  col.  Thomas 
and  adj.  Holland,  all  in  fine  health.  From  the  or- 
der of  the  major  general  published  below,  it  will  be 
seen  the  disposition  of  the  troops  now  in  the  low 
country.  It  will  be  recollected  that  the  term  of 
service  for  which  these  troops  were  mustered  will 
expire  on  the  first  of  September  and  they  will  have 
to  leave  their  present  posts  at  least  a week  before 
that  time,  in  order  to  travel  here  and  be  mustered 
out  of  service. 

The  section  of  country  now  guarded  by  these 
faithful  soldiers,  will  then  be  left  entirely  defence- 
less, and  should  the  Indians  return  (than  which, 
nothing  is  more  likely)  should  be  laid  waste  and  all 
the  inhabitants  murdered.  We  trust  gov.  Schley 
will  make  timely  provision  for  its  defence. 

Four  companies  of  marines,  under  command  of 
col.  Miller,  arrived  in  town  on  Saturday,  and  have 
encamped  in  our  vicinity.  They  have  been  engag- 
ed for  a time  in  building  bridges,  and  are  yet  to 
build  causeways  and  otherwise  repair  the  road 
leading  to  Montgomery.  This  service,  we  under- 
stand, is  on  their  part,  wholly  gratuitous. 


ORDERS — NO.  143. 

First  army  corps  of  the  army  of  the  south, 
head  quarters,  camp  Denarii,  August  6,  1836. 

The  major  general  from  all  the  Information  he 
has  been  enable  to  collect,  is  induced  to  believe 
that  the  several  straggling  parties  of  the  enemy, 
which  have  infested  Chickasahatchee  and  the  neigh- 
boring swamps  in  Baker,  Randolph,  Lee  and  Stewart 
counties  have  been  compelled  to  take  the  back  track 
towards  the  Chattahoochee,  except  a small  party  of 
15  or  20  who  were  yesterday  driven  from  their 
camp  in  Chickasahatchee,  by  the  scouting  party 
under  major  Alford,  and  who  have  taken  the  course 
down  the  river.  With  the  reduction  and  destruc- 
tion of  this  party,  captain  Hentz  is  especially  charg- 
ed. He  will  collect  and  organize  his  company,  in- 
stitute and  maintain  a rigid  system  of  discipline 
and  take  posts  at  some  convenient  distance  from 
the  swamp  on  its  east  side,  send  forth  daily  scout- 
ing parties  and  resort  to  every  means  to  dislodge 
and  destroy  the  enemy;  he  will  report  to  major  Al- 
ford, and  make  arrangements  with  lieutenant  Vin- 
ton, United  States  army,  for  provisions  and  forage 
for  the  use  of  his  company. 

A regard  for  the  health  of  the  troops  from  the  up  ■ 
per  portions  of  the  state  now  here  imposes  upon  the 
major  general  the  necessity  of  confiding  the  above 
duty  to  the  troops  of  Baker  county,  under  captain 
Hentz,  and  of  ordering  the  other  troops  to  more 
healthy  positions.  Maj.  Alford  will  therefore  post 
one  company  of  Iris  battalion  at  Fort  McCrary  or 
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its  vicinity,  and'with  the  remainder  of  his  corps,  he 
will  form  flying  camps  so  disposed,  as  will  secure 
supplies,  afford  protection  to  the  inhabitants  and 
exterminate  the  enemy.  For  the  present  he  will 
establish  his  head  quarters  at  or  near  the  head  of 
Spring  creek  in  Baker  county,  not  far  from  the 
Fort  Gaines  road;  he  will  take  the  command  of  the 
several  posts  and  troops  stationed  in  Baker,  Ran- 
colph  and  Lee  counties,  and  report  to  the  major  ge- 
neral from  time  to  time.  Captains  Kendrick  and 
Calhoun,  will,  until  further  orders,  occupy  their 
present  position  near  Lawhon’s  in  Lee  county,  capt. 

Bo3twiclc  will  join  captain  Jernigan  at  Lumpkin, 
and  act  under  his  orders;  that  place  and  witnin  a 
convenient  distance  thereto,  will  be  their  permanent  the  attempt  to  cut  off  their  retreat  to  the  swamps  pi 
post.  I which  abound  at  short  intervals  in  that  section  of  ■“ 

The  assistant  quarter  master  lieutenant  Vinton,  I the  country,  proved  impracticable.  The  troops 
will  take  measures  to  have  the  troops  furnished  have  in  consequence  again  been  compelled  to  re- 
with  the  necessary  supplies  of  provision  and  forage,  sume  the  arduous  labor  of  driving  the  swamps,  and 
The  utmost  vigilance  is  especially  enjoined  on  as  their  line  of  operations  has  been  greatly  extend- 
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the  commanders  of  posts  in  this  section,  and  scout 
ing  parties  constantly  kept  ont. 

Tne  senior  surgeon,  Dr.  Mills,  will  take  charge 
of  the  hospital  and  sick,  and  furnish  medicine  and 
attendants.  He  will  select  some  healthy  point  for 
his  hospital,  to  which  place,  all  the  sick  and  wound- 
ed will  be  sent.  By  order  of  major  gen.  Sanford. 

S.  ROCKWELL,  Inspector  and  acting  adj.gen. 

Head  quarters,  1st  army  coips, 

Camp  Jesup,  Echienoochee,  August  11. 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that 
after  having  performed  a march  of  sixty  miles.  I 
arrived  the  day  after  I left  you  at  Woolfolk’s,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  party  of  Indians,  who  were 
reported  as  having  crossed  the  Chattahoochee  on  the 
24th  ult.  The  result  of  an  engagement  which  took 
place  on  the  same  day,  between  that  party  and  a 
detachment  of  Georgia  volunteers,  has  already  been 
made  known  to  you,  by  the  official  despatch  of 
captain  Calhoun.  Whilst  on  its  march  the  day  fol- 
lowing, it  was  overtaken  by  captain  Jernigan’s 
corps  of  mounted  men,  and  a sharp  skirmish  en- 
sued, in  which  that  brave  and  meritorious  officer, 
alter  maintaining  for  a considerable  time  an  une- 
qual conflict  with  superior  numbers,  was  compel- 
led to  retire  with  the  loss  of  three  of  his  troop  killed 
and  seven  wounded.  Not  discouraged  by  his  want 
of  success,  that  energetic  and  enterprising  officer 
determined  upon  renewing  the  fight,  and  having 
strengthened  himself  by  anumber  of  citizen  volun- 
teers, accordingly  again  made  the  attack  on  the  27th 
between  10  and  11  o’cl’k  and  in  his  turn  compelled 
the  enemy  to  give  way,  abandoning  the  whole  of  his 
plunder,  and  leaving  fifteen  of  his  warriors  slain 
upon  the  field.  This  decisive  advantage  would 
.have  been  followed  up  by  an  immediate  pursuit, 
but  a deep  morass  through  which  the  enemy  re- 
treated into  a thick  cane  brake,  precluded  all"  idea 
of  being  able  to  overtake  them,  in  the  then  ex- 
hausted and  debilitated  condition  of  the  troops. 
Every  exertion,  however  has  since  been  used  and 
is  now  being  made  to  come  up  with  them,  but  the 
difficulties  we  have  had  to  encounter  in  bogs  and 
3wamps,  have  as  yet  failed  in  that  design;  never- 
theless we  shall  neither  abate  in  our  zeal  nor  cease 
the  pursuit,  until  all  hope  is  rendered  desperate  by 
their  flight  and  dispersion. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  SANFORD,  may.  general. 

P.  S.  In  the  last  engagement,  capt.  Jernigan,  had 
three  men  killed  and  ten  wounded. 

Major  gennerat  Thomas  Jesup, 

com'g  army  of  the  south,  Fort  Mitchell,  Ala. 
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ed  by  the  dispersion  of  the  Indians,  I have  (as  will 
be  seen  by  orders  under  separate  cover)  directed 
major  Alford  with  captains  Greer,  Sledges,  Byncs 
and  Ilentz’  companies  of  mounted  men,  to  occupy 
some  suitable  position  nearChickasawhatcliee — cap- 
tains KendricK,  Glover  and  Calhoun,  near  Kenche- 
fonee — capts.  Jernigan  and  Bostwick,  near  Lump- 
kin, and  captain  De  Lapieriere  to  reoccupv  Fprt|hand — 216,750  'rations  of  me 
McCreary.  By  this  disposition  of  the  troops,  I I bread  and  flour,  and  the  smali 
flatter  myself  that  the  enemy  will  have  but  little 
opportunity  of  venturing  abroad  without  encounter- 
ing the  risk  of  engagement  and  defeat.  Already,  I 

am  credibly  informed,  that  a considerable  number,  j April,  in  good  condition.  Now  it  a; 
regarding  the  prospect,  of  remaining  in  the  coun-  1 annv  arrived  at  Tampa  Bav.  the 
try  or  retreating  to  Florida,  as  having  become  j April,  and  remained  but  a "few 
hopeless  by  this  arrangement,  have  commenced  a j took  their  departure;  and  I cannot  p 
retrograde  "movement  towards  the  Chattahoochee,  I was  the  scarcity  of  provisions,  unles 
and  have  actually  crossed  that  river.  In  all  proba-  hard  bread.  This  was  unavoi 
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bilitv,  the  remainder  equally  well  satisfied  with  j be  obtained,  that  is,  the  quantity  require ... 
the  folly  and  temerity  of  their  former  project,  will  M object  jn  makin!r  th„  sta,"emcnt.  is  to  corT*ct 
endeavor  to  follow  the  example,  with  the  mow  per-  ^ error  that  general  Gaines  ha !,  in  any  way, con- 
haps  of  availing  themselves  of  the  overtures  now  I tributofl  to  the  withholding  BUI  the  army 

extended  to  them  by  the  government.  I learn,  jn  a]so  tG  show  that  mere  was  no  cessa- 

however,  by  an  express  from  major  A llord.  that  he  i;on  on  (be  part  of  the  commissary  or  m\ self,  in 
is  in  pursuit  of  a gang  who  still  lurk  in  the  Ch.cka-  procnring  a.„i  forwarding  the  supplies  at  the  oarii- 
sawhatchee.  That  energetic  and  gallant  officer, ! (M  .„ul  r(,ssibie.  The  proofs  of  this  are  contain- 
had  a few  days  before,  encountered  and  routed  at  cd  iM  my  list  of  shipments  now  at  Washington.  I 
the  point  of  the  bayonet  a small  party  who  may  have  th‘e  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  high  respSt,yonr 
now  have  gained  a sufficient  strength  by  the  addi-  | obedient  servant,  j Cl  \KK 


Head  quarters,  1st  army  corps, 
Columbus,  August  12 th,  1S36. 

General:  I had  the  honor  on  the  1st  inst.  of  ad- 
dressing you  a short  communication,  from  Camp 
Jesup;  upon  the  Echienoochee.  Although  it  was 
there  known  that  the  enemy  had  secreted  them- 
selves in  the  swamp  that  borders  both  sides  of  that 
stream,  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  correct  informa- 
tion relative  to  their  movements,  left  me  at  that 
time,  undetermined  in  my  own.  Subsequent  de- 
velopments, however,  have  fully  satisfied  me  that 
their  only  object,  since  their  defeat  on  the  271  h ult. 
has  been  to  avoid  our  pursuit,  and  to  guard  against 
the  danger  of  a second  rencontre:  indeed,  so  ab- 
sorbing nas  been  their  anxiety  upon  this  subject, 
that  in  many  instances,  they  have  abandoned,  and 
even  destroyed  their  children  rather  than  be  en- 
cumbered with  them  in  their  retreat!  Regarding 
this  desperate  act  as  indicative  of  their  intention  to 
make  another  desperate  struggle,  to  reach  the  place 
of  their  original  destination  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
state,  or  Florida,  proper  measures  were  taken  to 
ascertain  their  earliest  movements,  and  to  arrest 
their  progress  in  that  direction.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  troops  were  actively  engaged  in  penetrating 


tion  of  a few  stragglers  to  their  number  to  attempt 
the  passage  of  Flint  river.  Should  this  be  the 
case,  an  unbroken  pine  barren  of  many  miles  in 
length,  will  present  a field  in  which  their  capture 
or  destruction  is  inevitable.  Of  those  who  have 
crossed  to  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Chattahoochee, 
in  the  last  few  weeks,  the  accounts  are  so  various 
and  discrepant,  it  is  difficult  to  determine  their 
number.  From  the  best  information  I have  upon 
the  subject,  it  cannot  exceed  two  hundred  and  fifty, 
including  all  ranks  and  conditions.  These,  if  a 
large  portion  of  them  have  not  already  returned  to 
the  nation,  are  scattered  over  an  area  of  many  hun- 
dred square  miles,  affording  every  facility  for  their 
concealment,  and  rendering  their  discovery  utterly 
hopeless  as  long  as  they  continue  thus  dispersed. 
Their  ulterior  arrangements,  however,  may  require 
them  to  abandon  that  policy,  and  they  may  reas- 
semble for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  on  their  march; 
in  that  event  they  will  be  overtaken,  beaten  and 
expelled  from  the  country.  I feel  that  I hazard  no- 
thing in  anticipating  this  result,  when  I consider 
the  character  of  the  gallant  soldiery  to  whom  this 
enterprize  has  been  entrusted,  and  the  chivalric 
spirit  of  the  officers  who  lead  them.  I have  the 
honor  to  be,  your  most  ob’t  serv't, 

J.  W.  A.  SANFORD,  major  general. 
Maj.  gen.  Titos.  Jesup,  com  mand'g  army  of  the  south, 
Tuskecgcc,  Alabama. 

It  is  stated  in  one  of  the  Charleston  papers  lhat  a 
vessel,  commanded  liy  a Spaniard  and  an  American, 
recently  touched  at  Indian  Key,  full  of  negroes, 
supposed  to  have  been  obtained  of  the  Seminoles 
in  exchange  for  ammunition.  The  people  at  the  Key 
had  not  force  enough  to  arrest  the  crew  and  com-  j 
manders. 


To  major  T.  Cross , acting  i 
Washington  city. 


Assistant  i 


istc 


termaster. 

■general. 


A letter  ha«  been  received  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 
I dated  St.  Augustine,  August  12.  which  says  there  is 
nothing  new  or  interesting  respecting  the  Indian  war. 
I ‘•The  regular  troops  at  Micanopv.  (or  the  greater 
part  of  them),  are  sick,  and  there  are  not  enough 
well  to  defend  the  stations,  and  furnish  escorts  for 
the  baggage  Lain,  from  one  place  to  the  other. 
Even  from  St.  Ausustine  to  Pieolata,  an  escort 
had  to  be  furnished  to-day  from  the  mounted  vo- 
lunteer company  of  this  place.  You  no  doubt 
have  heard  what  arrangements  are  being  made  by 
our  governor,  who  is  commander-in-chief  of  the 
forces  in  Florida,  to  commence  the  campaign  hv  the 
first  of  October.  Two  of  tlie  officers  of  the  Ten- 
nessee volunteers  visited  Tallahassee  a few  days 
ago  to  make  arrangements  for  the  reception  of  the 
troops.  Some  persons  in  this  place  think  that  the 
governor  will  be  in  the  field  himself  shortly,  hut  I 
trust  and  hope  that  he  will  not  undertake  it  during 
the  summer  as  I am  sure  that  the  climate  would 
kill  more  than  the  Indians  would." 

The  following  appnling  picture  of  the  sickness 
prevailing  at  Garry's  ferry  is  derived  from  a letter 
from  that  place,  published  in  the  Fastport.  (Maine) 
Sentinel,  dated  July  30.  “You  have  seen  by  the 
papers  that  a great  deal  of  sickness  exists  at  this 
place.  The  half  is  not  known.  The  people  come 
in  here  for  protection  from  all  quarters,  and  there  are 
now  some  700  or  800;  they  had  comfortable  homes, 
and  the  conveniences  of  "life,  but  were  compelled 
to  leave  all  behind:  here  they  have  built  huts,  which 


The  mail  had  commenced  running  daily  through  ! ^®eP  ,',lt  neither  the  sun  nor  HUH,  and  it  rains 


the  Creek  country  from  Columbus  to  Montgomery, 
without  a guard. 

A body  of  hostile  Creek  Indians  had  been  com- 
pletely destroyed  in  Lowndes  county,  Georgia — be- 
ing the  last  that  was  known  to  have  crossed  the 
Chattahoochee. 

Columbus,  Geo.  Aug.  22.  The  United  States 
marine  corps  had  been  ordered  by  general  Jesup  to 
leave  Columbus  for  West  Point,  a station  higher  up 
tlie  Chattahoochee,  in  order  to  aid  in  suppressing 
any  difficulties  which  might  arise  among  the  Creek 
Indians  who  were  not  disposed  to  emigrate.  De- 


afternoon  most  violently.  Added  to  this,  the  me 
sles  broke  out  among  them,  and  their  insufficient 
shelter  caused  colds;  death  has  raged  among  them 
most  frightfully;  80  or  00  have  died  w ithin  the  last 
five  or  six  weeks,  and  it  is  supposed  that  no  less 
than  200  are  now  sick  with  measles,  ague  and  fever, 
and  cholera  morbus;  tlie  latter  takes  olf  adults  as 
well  ils  children. 

“I  have  to-day  been  in  the  huts  of  some  300  or 
400  of  these  miserable  creatures;  m v heart  bleeds, 
and  no  tongue  can  toll  the  sufferings  1 have  wit- 
nessed, and  the  tides  of  woe  I have  heard.  In  a hut 


lachments  of  emigrating  Creeks  to  the  aggregate  too  feet  square  would  be  three  or  four  places  for 
number  of  ten  thousand,  were  to  leave  Tuskcgee  beds,  that  is.  four  sticks  driven  in  the  sand,  and  poles 
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before  the  28th  ipst. 


I lai)i  across  for  boards  to  rest  upon;  on  them  some 
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had  beds,  others  nothing  but  a blanket.  The  oc- 
cupants of  these  beds  were  the  most  distressing  ob- 
jects I ever  saw;  some  emaciated  with  cholera 
morbus,  some  almost  burning  with  fever;  others 
again,  having  taken  cold  with  the  measles,  were 
swollen  most  frightfully.  There  were  from  two  to 
six  sick  in  each  of  the  luts  that  I visited.  .In  one 
instance  the  father  and  mother  were  both  dead,  leav- 
ing five  children,  all  ack,  the  oldest  being  thirteen, 
and  these  poor  creatures  were  obliged  to  help  each 
other  as  well  as  they  could.” 

The  Tallahassee  “Floridian”  of  the  13th  of  Au- 
gust, contains  the  following  horrible  narrative. 

A few  days  since,  a party  of  Lowndes  county, 
Georgia,  volunteers,  fell  in  with  a party  of  Creeks 
near  the  Florida  line,  and  killed  ten  warriors,  and 
took  eight  women  and  children  prisoners.  The 
prisoners  were  taken  to  a house  under  guard.  In 
the  evening  one  of  the  squaws  was  observed  to  give 
her  children  drink  from  a coffee  pot.  Shortly  after, 
she  obtained  leave  of  absence,  arid  not  returning, 
search  was  made  for  her,  but  she  had  made  her 
escape.  Her  children  were  all  found  dead,  from 
poison  administered  by  their  unnatural  mother.  On 
Wednesday,  the  2d  instant  colonel  Wood,  of  Ran- 
dolph Georgia,  with  only  thirty-eight  men  under 
his  command,  discovered  a large  party  of  Indians 
in  a swamp — the  savages  challenged  him  to  come 
into  the  swamp  for  a “fair  fight.”  Notwithstand- 
ing his  inferiority  in  numbers,  he  boldly  charged 
upon  them.  After  a desperate  engagement,  hand 
to  hand,  the  savages  fled  in  all  directions.  Twenty- 
seven  warriors  were  found  dead  on  the  field  of  battle, 
and  many  more  were  supposed  to  have  been  killed 
and  wounded.  Before  tlieir  flight  they  strangled 
their  children  by  stuffing  their  mouths  and  nostrils 
with  mud  moss.  The  children  were  found  in  that 
condition  after  the  battle  was  over. 


THE  PATENT  OFFICE. 

The  select  committee  of  the  United  States  senate 
recently  made  a report  on  the  subject  of  the  patent 
office,  accompanied  by  a bill  for  its  reorganization 
and  better  government.  We  are  indebted  to  the 
Newark  Advertiser  for  the  following  synopsis  of 
this  document: 

The  present  law  was  passed  in  1793,  authorising 
the  secretary  of  state  to  grant  patents  subject  to 
the  revision  of  the  attorney  general.  According  to 
the  practical  construction  of  the  law,  the  secre- 
tary has  no  power  to  refuse  a patent  for  want  of 
either  novelty  or  usefulness.  The  grant  is  there- 
fore a matter  of  course  when  the  application  is 
made  in  due  form.  As  a consequence  of  this  con- 
struction, patents  have  been  constantly  granted 
without  examination  into  the  merit  or  novelty  of 
the  invention — the  secretary  having  little  time  or 
inclination,  if  indeed  he  were  properly  qualified, 
to  make  such  examination.  The  evils  which  ne- 
cessarily result  from  this  course  must  continue  to 
increase,  until  congress  provide  a remedy.  Among 
these  evils  the  committee  enumerate  the  following: 

1.  A considerable  portion  of  all  the  patents  are 
worthless  and  void,  and  as  conflicting  with  and  in- 
fringing upon  one  another:  arising  either  from  de- 
sign or  ignorance  of  the  state  of  the  arts  on  the  part 
of  the  applicant. 

2.  The  country  becomes  flooded  with  “patent 
monopolies”  embarrassing  to  bona  fide  patentees, 
whose  rights  are  invaded;  and  perplexing  to  the 
community,  leading  to  law  suits  and  vexations,  and 
injurious  controversies. 

3.  Frauds  are  extensively  practised.  It  is  not  un- 
common for  persons  to  copy  patented  machines  in 
the  model  room:  and  having  made  some  slight  alte- 
ration, to  apply  in  the  next  room  for  patents — the 
power  of  refusal  not  being  exercised,  the  grant  is 
almost  a matter  of  course.  Thus  prepared,  with 
the  apparent  authority  of  the  government,  adven- 
turers go  forth  on  a retailing  expedition,  selling 
rights  to  those  who  have  no  means  of  detecting  the 
imposition.  This  species  of  speculation  has  be- 
come a regular  business,  and  several  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  it  is  estimated,  have  in  this  way  been 
annually  paid  for  void  patents — leading  in  many 
cases  to  ruinous  litigations. 

The  most  obvious  remedy  for  these  evils  is  to  es- 
tablish a check  upon  the  granting  of  patents,  con- 
fining them  to  such  only  as  are  new  and  decidedly 
useful.  To  secure  this  the  committee  propose  to 
create  a commissioner  of  patents,  who  shall  be  se- 
lected for  his  special  qualifications,  with  power  to 
decide  upon  the  merits  of  applications,  giving  the 
applicants  the  privilege  of  appeal  from  his  decision 
to  a board  of  examiners,  and  in  certain  cases  to  a 
court  of  law. 

The  increasing  number  of  patents  granted,  afford 
some  indication  of  the  progress  of  improvement  in 
the  useful  arts.  The  average  number  annually  from 
1790  to  1800  was  26;  from  1800  to  1810  it  was  91 
from  1810  to  1820  it  was  200;  apd  for  the  last  ten 


years  it  has  been  535.  During  the  last  year  there 
were  granted  776;  and  there  have  been  issued  dur- 
ing the -first  quarter  of  the  present  year  274,  (at  the 
rate  of  1,095  a year),  being  more  in  three  months 
than  were  issued  in  the  whole  of  the  first  period  of 
ten  years.  At  this  rate  the  duties  on  patents  this 
year  will  be  upwards  of  $32,000.  The  whole  num- 
ber issued  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  up 
to  the  31st  of  March  last,  is  9,731.  This  is  more 
than  double  the  number  which  have  been  issued 
either  in  England  or  France,  during  the  same  pe- 
riod. In  England,  for  ten  years  preceding  1830, 
the  average  number  of  patents  granted  in  one  year 
was  145. 

More  commodious  rooms  for  models  are  also  need- 
ed. A great  number,  500  at  least,  have  been  stow- 
ed away  in  a dark  garret;  and  those  which  occupy 
the  appropriate  rooms  are  too  much  crowded  to- 
gether to  be  seen,  and  are  without  systematic  or 
scientific  arrangement.  A suitable  fire  proof  build- 
ing is  therefore  also  recommended.  The  building, 
the  committee  well  suggest,  should  be  such  as  to 
become  an  object  of  national  pride.  And  it  will 
be  seen  by  the  following  extract  from  their  report 
that  it  is  thus  as  practicable  as  it  is  desirable  for 
the  American  people  to  have  a national  museum  of 
the  arts  and  sciences 

The  patent  office,  with  such  accommodations, 
containing  the  records  of  this  age  of  inventions,  dis- 
playing in  its  halls  and  galleries  numberless  models 
of  ingenious  and  useful  mechanism,  and  contrivances 
in  almost  infinite  variety,  adapted  to  the  mechanic 
arts,  to  manufactures,  to  husbandry,  to  navigation, 
steam  power,  horse  power,  water  power,  rail  road 
transportation,  and, in  fine,  to  all  the  common  trades 
and  mechanical  pursuits  of  life,  as  well  as  to  our 
rapidly  multiplying  and  magnificent  public  works, 
would  present  an  object  of  great  interest  and  tend 
not  a little  to  elevate  our  national  character.  It 
has  been  justly  remarked  that  we  can  go  into  no 
mechanic  shop,  into  no  manufactory  of  any  descrip- 
tion, upon  no  farm  or  plantation,  or  travel  a mile  on 
our  rail  roads,  or  in  steamboats,  without  seeing  the 
evidence  of  our  originality,  and  witnessing  the  fruits 
and  effects  of  our  ingenuity  and  enterprise.  All 
the  inventions  and  improvements  in  mechanism 
which  have  done  so  much  towards  advancing  the 
useful  arts  and  manufactures,  should,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, be  exhibited  in  one  view  in  the  halls  of  the 
patent  office.  Such  a display  would  attract  the  at- 
tention of  the  many  thousands  who  annually  visit 
the  capital  of  the  union  from  all  quarters  of  the 
country,  and  all  parts  of  the  world.  No  other  na- 
tion has  yet  any  thing  to  be  compared  with  it; 
neither  England  nor  France  has  every  required 
models  to  be  deposited  of  patent  machinery. 

In  additions  to  the  models  of  machinery,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  embrace  an  exhibition  of  specimens  of 
useful  and  elegant  fabrics  and  of  works  of  art, 
which  manufacturers  and  artificers  may  place  there 
for  that  purpose.  It  might  too,  embrace  a cabinet 
of  interesting  minerals,  which  may  be  seen  from 
time  to  time  from  the  various  parts  of  our  widely 
extended  country,  with  polished  specimens  of  its 
beautiful  marbles  from  their  different  locations,  il- 
lustrating the  geology  and  many  of  the  natural  re- 
sources of  the  county;  and  also  a collection  of  In- 
dian curiosities  and  antiquities,  many  of  which  are 
now  in  the  possession  of  one  of  the  departments, 
boxed  up  for  want  of  some  suitable  place  for  ex- 
hibition. 

In  short,  the  halls  of  the  patent  office  should  pre- 
sent a national  museum  of  the  arts,  and  be  a general 
repository  of  all  the  inventions  and  improvements 
in  machinery  and  manufactures,  of  which  our  coun- 
try can  claim  the  honor;  together  with  such  other 
objects  of  interests  as  might  conveniently  and  pro- 
perly be  placed  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
commissioner.  Such  an  institution,  while  it  would 
be  an  object  of  just  pride  to  every  American,  would 
have  scarcely  less  in  advancing  and  accelerating 
the  progress  of  the  useful  arts  and  the  improvement 
of  our  manufactures,  than  would  even  the  encou- 
ragement afford  by  granting  patents  for  inventions 
or  establishing  high  tariffs  of  protection.” 


CANALS,  RAIL  ROADS,  &c. 

Nero  York  canals.  The  Albany  Argus  says  that 
the  following  is  a comparative  statement  of  the 
number  of  boats  which  passed  the  lock  three  miles 
west  of  Schenectady,  from  the  opening  of  the  navi- 
gation to  the  first  of  August,  in  1833,  1834,  1835 
and  1836,  viz: 


1833 

1834 

1835 

1S36 

April, 

566 

1,013 

1,281 

505 

May, 

2,903 

3,431 

3,718 

3,467 

June, 

3,079 

2,943 

3,509 

4,085 

July, 

2,633 

2,715 

3,500 

8,724 

9,181 

10,102 

12,008 

11,781 

The  number  of  cribs  of  timber  passing  said  lock 
for  the  same  period,  was,  in  1834, 757  cribs,  in  1835, 
1,107  cribs,  and  in  1836,  only  434  cribs. 

Notwithstanding  the  decrease  in  the  number  of 
lockages,  the  tolls  have  increased,  as  before  stated, 
more  than  33,000  dollars.  There  has  been  an  in- 
crease in  the  quantity  of  merchandise  cleared  at 
Albany,  of  3,893  tons.  There  has  also  been  an  in- 
crease of  the  quantity  of  flour  arrived  at  Albany, 
of  57,288  barrels — of  lumber,  10,700,000  feet — of 
wheat,  115,000  bushels — of  pork,  3,400  barrels— of 
beef,  33,463  barrels — of  ashes,  6,847  barrels — of 
wool,  182,000  pounds — of  butter,  cheese  and  lard, 
350,000  pounds — of  flax  and  grass  seeds,  200,000 
pounds — of  hops,  30,000  pounds — pig  iron,  220,000 
pounds — bar  and  pig  lead,  nearly  100,000  pounds, 
kc.  The  above  increases  are  confined  to  articles 
which  have  arrived  at  Albany,  comparing  the  busi- 
ness of  the  present  with  the  preceding  year. 


Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road.  From  the  Balti- 
more Gazette  we  learn,  that  while  the  receipts  for 
travelling  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road,  since 
the  beginning  of  April  last,  exceed  those  of  the  last 
year  during  the  same  months  by  about  fifty  per 
cent,  the  receipts  for  freight  during  the  months  of 
April  and  May  of  the  present  year  were  less  by  ten 
per  cent,  than  those  of  the  last  year.  The  receipts 
for  passengers  were  as  follows  for  the  months  of 
April,  May  and  July  in  each  year. 

Receipts  in  1835.  in  1836. 

For  April,  $7,307  37  $11,755  51 

May,  8,356  18  12,328  53 

July,  10,512  52  15,149  92 


26,176  07 


39,233  96 
26,176  07 


Increased  receipts,  $13,057  96 

From  this  statement  it  appears,  that  the  receipts 
for  travelling  have  increased  since  last  yeai'  nearly 
fifty  per  cent.  The  receipts  for  freight  in  each 
year  were — 


For  April, 
For  May, 


in  1835. 

in  1836. 

$18,357  05 

$17,650  98 

19,618  14 

16,598  23 

37,975  19 

23,249  21 

23,249  21 

$3,725  98 

Deficiency 

This  falling  off  in  the  amount  of  freight,  is  attri- 
buted by  the  Gazette,  in  some  measure,  to  the  re- 
duced rate  of  charges  made  for  transportation  on 
the  Chesapeake  ana  Ohio  canal,  which  took  effect 
in  the  beginning  of  July,  1835 — and  this  opinion  is 
confirmed  by  the  fact,  that  the  amount  received  for 
freight  on  the  rail  road  in  July  last  year  was  only 
$9,081  40 — while  in  July  last  the  amount  was 
$10,441  86. 


We  see  it  stated  that  since  the  completion  of  the 
rail  road  from  Utica  to  Schenectady,  three  lines  of 
canal  packets  have  been  discontinued. 


Sodus  canal.  The  Ithaca  N.  Y.  Journal  says  it  is 
now  placed  beyond  all  doi^tthat  this  project  of  con- 
necting Cayuga  lake  with  Lake  Ontario,  by  a canal 
sufficiently  large  for  the  passage  of  steamboats  and 
schooners,  will  be  carried  into  full  execution  with- 
in two  or  three  years  at  the  outside.  The  length 
of  the  canal  is  only  twenty-two  miles,  and  the  wa- 
ter power  which  it  will  create  at  its  termination  at 
Sodus  bay,  will  be  sufficient  of  itself  to  pay  all  the 
expenses  of  construction,  through  so  favorable  a 
route. 

During  the  week  ending  on  the  27th  instant, 
the  tolls  on  the  public  works  of  Pennsylvania 
amounted  to  about  $25,000.  As  an  evidence  of 
the  active  trade  prosecuted  on  these  works,  the  fact 
is  cited  that  the  tolls  taken  at  the  office  at  Colum- 
bia, since  the  1st  of  April  last,  to  the  20th  inst.  ex- 
ceeded in  amount  the  tolls  taken  the  whole  of  the 
last  fiscal  year,  at  that  office.  It  is  added  that  the 
fall  business  has  opened  with  spirit,  and  promises  a 
prosperous  trade. 

The  total  receipts  from  tolls  by  the  Schuylkill 
Navigation  company  this  season,  up  to  the  10th  in- 
stant are  $288,126.  During  the  present  season,  up 
to  the  18th  instant,  the  number  of  boats  which  de- 
scended the  Schuylkill  with  coal  was  4,831,  carry- 
ing 22,304  tons  of  anthracite  and  965  tons  of  bitu- 
minous coal.  So  important  has  the  coal  trade  on 
the  Schuylkill  river  become,  that  a subscription  has 
been  opened,  and  a large  amount  of  stock  taken, 
for  the  purpose  of  building  one  or  more  steamboats 
to  tow  sea  vessels  up  and  down  that  river.  A gen- 
tleman of  this  city,  whose  business  carried  him  to 
the  Schuylkill  side  of  Philadelphia  during  a recent 
visit,  informs  us  that  he  counted  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  vessels,  including  a ship  and  several  brigs, 
lying  there  for  coal  freights.  [Balt.  American. 
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Harlem  rail  road  tunnel.  This  stupendous  under- 
taking, it  is  expected,  will  be  completed  in  about 
six  weeks.  The  tunnel  is  already  through  the 
mountain  475  feet  on  the  north  side,  and  60  feet  on 
the  south,  and  60  feet  more  remains  to  be  cut  be- 
fore the  workmen  meet.  This  tunnel,  when  com- 
pleted, will  be  the  largest,  though  not  the  longest, 
in  the  world,  and  cut  through  rock  of  as  hard  and 
firm  a texture  as  can  any  where  be  found.  The 
open  cuts  on  either  side  of  the  tunnel  are  almost 
terrific  to  gaze  at  from  the  edge  of  the  summit. 
They  are  through  the  solid  rock,  and  that  on  the 
north  side  is  55  Feet  deep.  The  work  is  prosecut- 
ed under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Rutter,  the  able  and 
skilful  superintendent,  night  and  day.  When  com- 
pleted, and  connected  with  the  adjoining  scenery, 
it  will  form  one  of  the  grandest  and  most  romantic 
sights  to  be  found  on  the  face  of  the  globe. 

[A . Y.  Times. 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal.  We  learn  from  the 
Williamsport  Banner,  that  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company,  return- 
ed to  that  place  on  Wednesday  the  24th  ult.  from 
their  explorations  westward,  and  proceeded  thence, 
on  the  same  day,  in  the  canal  packet  for  the  Dis- 
trict. The  board  purpose  to  renew  their  visit  in 
that  quarter,  in  October  next.  The  Banner  states 
that  uie  W'ork  now  under  contract  on  the  line  of 
the  canal,  is  progressing  favorably.  There  had 
been  thus  far  it  appears,  some  difficulty  on  account 
of  scarcity  of  hands,  but  the  influx  expected  with 
the  approach  of  cool  weather  will  do  away  that  dif- 
ficulty'. Thus  far  the  health  of  the  operatives  on 
the  canal  line  had  been  uninterrupted. 

Great  performance.  The  new  locomotive  en- 
gine “George  Washington,”  built  by  Win.  Norris, 
late  of  this  city,  for  the  Columbia  rail  road,  drew' 
over  the  road  on  Tuesday  last,  a train  of  24  bur- 
then caif,  weighing  123  tons,  weight  of  engine  and 
tender  not  included.  This  performance  is  reported 
by  the  officers  on  the  road  as  the  best  ever  made 
over  the  same — stands  unequalled  both  in  this  coun- 
try and  in  England — taking  into  consideration  the 
numerous  steep  grades  and,  abrupt  curves  on  said 
road.  [ Philadelphia  Nat.  Gaz. 

POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

L.  Paynter,  esq.  recently  nominated  a candidate 
for  congress  by  the  Van  Buren  convention  of  the 
county  of  Philadelphia,  gave  that  body  the  follow- 
ing pledge  before  he  received  the  nomination. 

Pledge.  I am  opposed  to  the  United  States 
bank,  whether  as  chartered  by  congress  or  the  le- 
gislature of  tire  state;  it  has  been  put  upon  us  by 
treachery  and  dishonesty,  against  the  decided  and 
expressed  wishes  of  the  people. 

I deem  Jesse  R.  Burden  unworthy  a seat  in  any 
representative  body.  I have  ever  advocated  the 
principles  and  cause  of  democracy,  so  nobly  sus- 
tained by  Andrew  Jackson;  and  in  whatever  situa- 
tion I may  be  placed  by  the  votes  of  the  people,  I 
pledge  myself  to  support  those  principles  or  re- 
sign. L.  PAYNTER. 

Avgust  22,  1836. 

John  Fisher,  esqr.  of  Westminster,  Frederick 
county,  Md.  one  of  the  Van  Buren  candidates  for 
the  office  of  elector  of  the  state  senate,  published 
the  ibllowing  in  the  Westminster  “Carrolltonian,” 
in  reply  to  certain  categories  addressed  to  him  in 
the  “Political  Examiner.” 

From  the  Westminster  Carrolltonian. 

To  “A  REFORMER,”  in  the  Examiner. 

I was  brought  out  before  the  people  of  Frederick 
county,  as  an  elector  for  senate,  contrary  to  iny 
wishes,  and  as  I am  now  before  the  people,  declare 
my  determination  not  to  be  catechised  by  any  per- 
son. JOHN  FISHER. 


THE  PROGRESS  OF  STEAM. 

From  the  extent  of  our  coast,  the  number  of  our 
navigable  rivers  and  lakes,  and  the  “go  ahead”  cha- 
racter of  our  population,  it  is  evident  that  steam- 
boats have  a special  adaptation  to  our  wants;  and 
as  a matter  of  fact,  we  are,  in  this  species  of  navi- 
gation, quite  in  advance  of  any  other  navigation, 
quite  in  advance  of  any  other  nation  on  the  globe. 
Not  only  are  our  steamboats,  as  a general  remark, 
larger  and  more  elegant,  but  their  aggregate  ton- 
nage is  greater.  Its  increase,  for  some  years  past, 
has  been  surprisingly  rapid.  In  182!)  the  whole 
steamboat  tonnage  of  the  United  States  was  only 
39,41!)  tons.  At  the  end  of  1834,  beyond  which 
the  returns  do  not  reach,  it  had  increased  to  122,274 
tons,  and  is  now  doubtless  at  least  150,000  tons. 
This  at  an  average  of  300  tons  to  each  boat,  would 
give  a total  of  Jive  hundred  steamboats.  Their  speed 
has  increased  almost  as  rapidly  as  their  number. 
If  we  suppose  each  boat  to  carry  on  an  average  100 
passengers,  the  aggregate  number  would  be  50,000. 
About  this  number,  we  presume,  arc  constantly 
afloat  in  these  moving  palaces.  In  the  vicinity  of 


navigable  waters,  they  supply  to  a great  extent,  the 
place  formerly  occupied  by  stages,  private  vehicles, 
and  even  legs.  It  may  literally  be  said  that  where 
steamboat  navigation  is  available,  no  roan  can  aiford 
1 to  go  on  foot.  The  speed  of  the  boats  has  increasd 
almost  as  rapidly  as  their  number.  Fifteen  or  six- 
J teen  miles  an  hour,  is  now  considered  nothing  ex- 
traordinary. Places  which  25  years  since  were  con- 
j sidered  far  distant,  are  brought  so  near  together  by 
I this  wonderful  invention,  that  they  are  almost  parts 
of  the  same  town.  The  revolution  w hich  it  lias 
i effected  in  business  and  property  are  very  great. 

| By  the  facility  which  it  gives  in  the  transportation 
: of  troops,  ordnance  and  supplies,  it  adds  immensely 
| to  a nation's  defensive  power;  and  not  less  perhaps, 
by  the  means  it  affords,  of  annoyance  to  a block- 
ading squadron.  It  will  in  fact  revolutionize  the 
system  of  naval  warfare.  If  the  progress  of  steam 
is  to  continue  in  the  ratio  of  the  past  ten  years,  it 
will  require  a forest  per  day  to  supply  the  con- 
sumption of  fuel.  In  short,  we  see  not  but  the  ex- 
pense of  wood  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  it, 
would  ultimately  become  so  great  as  to  diminish 
essentially  the  value  of  the  invention.  But  fortu- 
nately, in  this  dilemma,  we  have  another  resource 
which  is  inexaustible;  the  mountains  of  anthracite 
coal  with  which  our  country  abounds.  In  a few  of 
our  boats  this  article  is  already  used  with  success, 
and  from  its  power  of  producing  heat,  w'e  have  no 
doubt  it  will  ere  long  be  preferred  to  wood.  If 
there  are  any  inconvenience  or  drawbacks  attend- 
ing its  use,  the  inventive  genius  of  our  people  will 
find  a way  to  remove  them.  Much  has  already 
been  accomplished  in  this  respect,  (chiefly  by  Dr. 
Nott),  and  the  rest  will  be  achieved  in  due  time. 

[ N.  Y.  Jour,  of  Com. 

LIBERIA. 

We  inserted  in  our  columns,  some  days  since,  an 
interesting  letter  from  Liberia,  written  by  an  emi- 
grant from  Norfolk,  Virginia.  We  give  below  ano- 
ther letter  on  the  same  subject,  from  an  intelligent 
Mississippi  emigrant,  w'hose  statements  are  equally 
favorable  to  the  climate,  healthiness  and  fertility-  of 
the  colony.  The  letter  was  addressed  to  the  rev. 
Mr.  Butler,  of  Mississippi,  and  by  him  published 
in  the  Port  Gibson  Correspondent. 

If  the  abolitionists,  instead  of  agitating  the  coun- 
try with  their  mischievous  assumptions,  and  worse  i 
than  vain  abstractions,  would  employ  their  efforts  I 
in  assisting  to  remove  all  the  free  and  emancipated 
negroes  to  the  land  which  nature  has  made  their 
peculiar  home,  and  wdiich  is  their  most  suitable 
asylum,  they  would  contribute  at  once  to  a work  of  : 
practical  philanthropy  and  public  utility.  The  on- 
ly  effect  of  their  present  misguided  efforts  is  to  do 
harm  to  the  negro,  mischief  to  society  and  good  to  j 
no  body.  [National  intelligencer,  i 

Monrovia,  April  24,  1836. 

Dear  sir:  According  to  promise  I undertake 
now  to  sit  dowm  to  W'rite  you  from  my  long-wish- 1 
ed-for  Africa;  although  I wrote  you  since  I arrived,  I 
which  1 hope  came  to  your  hands,  and  that  it,  as 
well  as  this,  may  find  you  in  the  enjoyment  of  one  | 
of  heaven’s  best  blessings,  health.  I ain  glad  to  in- 
form you  that  myself  and  family  are  well,  and  ge- 
nerally have  enjoyed  as  good,  if  not  better  health 
than  in  the  United  States;  indeed,  our  expedition 
has  suffered  very  little  with  the  fJver  of  the  cli- 1 
mate,  and  the  proportion  of  deaths  among  us  has  1 
been  less  than  il  we  w ere  in  America.  I have  been 
quite  busy  since  we  arrived  in  building,  as  well  as 
in  settling  my  farm,  and  I honestly  believe  that  I shall  f 
be  well  repaid  for  my  labors.  I assure  you,  rev.  sir. 
that  1 do  truly  thank  my  God  and  my  kind  friends 
who  directed  my  feet  to  this  land  of  liberty,  together 
with  its  concomitant  blessings.  We  have,  although 
a fewr  privations  to  undergo,  many  of  nature’s  bless* 
ings,  and  I do  expect  in  a few'  years  lo  be  able  to 
say  that  we  do  then  live  in  a land  of  unrivalled 
plenty  and  luxury,  and,  what’s  most  cheering,  we 
enjoy  so  many  religious  privileges.  We  have  tru- 
ly a goodly  heritage;  all  we  want  here  is  proper  men 
with  a little  beginning,  and  this  place  will  convince 
the  designing  cavillers  in  America  that  w o are  not 
what  they  represented  us  to  be.  Although  we  have 
not  as  vet  work  animals,  yet  I have  8 acres  of  corn, 
some  sugar  cane,  &c.  planted.  I intend  to  plant 
some  cotton,  which,  when  once  planted,  will  bear 
for  several  years. 

We  want  some  of  your  good  seed  corn,  cow  peas, 
&c.  1 lowever,  they  will  do  better  after  a few  years. 
If  an  expedition  comes  from  your  part,  you  will 
confer  a favor  on  us  to  send  us'a  few  such  seed,  ike. 
Gloster  Simpson  and  family  are  quite  well.  His 
daughter  Rhoda  is  just  married.  He  has  a thriv- 
ing farm  adjoining  mine:  our  children  are  all  goiiw 
to  school.  I send  you  a few  Liberia  Heralds.  1 
would  be  much  gratified  if  you  would  send  me  a 
few  of  your  Port  Gibson  papers,  and  anv  others. 
The  health  of  this  placo  since  Christmas,  has  been 


better  than  most  parts  of  America.  Out  of  a popu- 
lation, in  .Monrovia,  of  near  1,400,  we  but  tour 
deaths.  The  expedition  hnu  Louisiana  baa  not 
lost  one  as  yet.  The  expedition  from  Satannah 
lost  4 in  eight  months — 3 children  ox)  one  adult. 
If  emigrants  come  over  with  neans  to  render  them- 
selves comfortable,  they  are  lit  to  do  welL  Emi- 
grants ought  to  bring  the  kind  rf  provisions  which 
they  have  been  most  accustoned  to  with  them. 
The  thermometer  ranges  here  fnm  72  to  87.  I 
have  more  to  write,  but  I must  stop 

I have  the  honor,  dear  sir,  of  briiw  your  obedi- 
ent servant,  DAVID  MOORE. 


WOODEN  PAVEMENT. 
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brought  in  a flood  of  letters  fn 
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necessity  of  demanding  further  in 
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Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  request,  1 hav 
the  following  statement  in  relation  to  the 
of  wood  in  Broadway. 

The  wood  pavement  in  Broadway  is  composed  of 
sawed  blocks  of  hemlock.  The  blocks  are  twelve 
inches  deep,  of  a hexagonal  form,  and  cut  from  a 
circle  of  nine  inches  in  diameter. 

In  the  experiment  three  different  kinds  of  founda- 
tion w'ere  used  in  one,  the  ordinary  pavement  of 
round  stones;  in  the  second  one,  of  flag  stones,  four 
inches  thick;  in  the  third,  the  earth  was  excavated 
to  the  depth  of  two  feet,  and  a layer  of  broken  stone, 
such  as  is  used  in  Macadamizing,  was  spread  to  the 
depth  of  one  foot.  On  each  of  these  foundations 
the  blocks  were  placed;  a coating  of  tar  and  pitch 
was  applied,  and  over  this,  while  yet  warm,  was 
spread  a layer  of  gravel. 

The  cost  per  square  yard  of  the  wood  pavement 
was  about  8:2  50;  the  price  of  each  block  being  7 
cents,  requiring  23  to  each  square  yard. 

I am  of  opinion  that  future  experiments  will  show, 
that  pavements  of  wood  can  be  done  at  much  less 
cost  than  in  these  experiments.  I believe  that 
blocks  may  be  obtained  for  4 cents  each,  and  that 
expensive  foundations  may  be  dispensed  with. 

In  future  experiments,  it  is  our  intention  to  em- 
ploy square  blocks,  instead  of  hexagonal  ones,  and 
to  form  the  pavement  by  tw'o  modes,  as  follows, 
viz: 

1.  To  excavate  to  a sufficient  depth,  and  spread 
a layer  of  gravel  one  foot  deep;  ram  this  well,  and 
cover  the  surface  with  two  inch  boards;  tar  and 
pitch  them,  and  set  in  the  blocks;  after  which  give 
the  whole  a coat  of  tar  to  fill  up  the  seams. 

2.  The  same  as  the  preceding,  omitting  the  boards 
and  placing  the  blocks  directly  upon  the  gravel. 

The  advantages  derived,  or  expected  to  be  de- 
rived, by  using  blocks  of  wood  in  place  of  stone, 
are  their  adaptation  to  a smooth  and  uniform  sur- 
face. and  in  streets  of  much  travel,  their  greater  du- 
rability'. 

In  Broadway,  stone  pavement  requires  oonstant 
repairs,  which  are  not  only  uttcnded  with  expense, 
but  found  to  be  exceedingly  inconvenient  from  the 
frequent  interruption  of  vehicles.  As  far  as  our 
experiment  has  shown,  these  diflic  ilties  will  be  ob- 
viated by  block  pavement,  while  it  continues  unde- 
caved,  as  the  blocks  are  not  subject  to  derangement. 

The  only  question  now  to  be  settled  to  determine 
the  expediency  of  using  this  kind  of  pavement  ex- 
tensively. is  the  durability  of  the  wood — this,  time 
alone  will  determine.  It  is  supposed  that  it  will 
last  about  eight  veal’s. 

The  wood  makes  a beautiful  and  clean  pavement, 
and  is  pleasant  to  ride  upon  and  free  from  noise. 
Your’s  respectfully. 

JOHN  EWEN,  jr.  street  commissioner. 

NEW  GRANADA. 

From  the  Globe. 

We  have  received  a Bogata  Gazette  of  the  25th 
of  June,  containing  a notice  that  the  oiler  of  col. 
Biddle,  ami  those  associated  with  him,  for  making 
a communication  across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  has 
been  accepted.  Several  of  the  natives,  men  of  ca- 
pital and  of  high  standing,  are  concerned  in  the 
undertaking,  and  have  subscribed  largely,  we  under- 
stand. Some  of  the  English,  also,  resident  at  Bo- 
gata, have  become  interested,  and  through  them  it 
is  to  be  presumed  that  English  capital  will  be  libe- 
rally applied  to  the  great  and  interesting  work. 
American  capitalists  will  no  doubt,  give  their  as- 
sistance too;  and  we  cannot  but  think  that,  consi- 
dered as  a mere  speculation,  the  stock  will  be  as 
£ood,  or  better,  than  of  some  of  the  five  hundred 
land  companies,  (more  or  loss),  that  arc  new  mov- 
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ing  heaven  and  earth,  and  all  the  paper  mills,  to 
raise  the  means  for  monopolizing  the  pvblic  do- 
main; leaving  to  the  honest  and  industrious  culti- 
vator no  part  of  it  but  what  they  consider  too  poor 
and  unpromising  to  be  turned  to  any  profit,  now  or 
hereafter. 

The  distance  across  the  Isthmus,  that  will  re- 
quire a canal  or  rail  road,  is  about  twenty  miles; 
and  the  locality  is  not  by  any  means  of  an  unfavor- 
able character,  and  presents  no  obstacles  that  may 
not  be  overcome  easily  and  expeditiously,  and  with- 
out any  very  extraordinary  outlay.  Much  greater 
difficulties  are  encountered  and  vanquished  conti- 
nually in  the  United  States;  and  really,  to  suffer 
this  narrow  neck  of  land,  which  divides  two  peat 
oceans,  and  interposes  a barrier  to  commercial  en- 
terprise, to  remain  with  no  better  means  of  commu- 
nication than  a mule  path,  is  a disgrace  to  the  ca- 
nal digging,  road  making  spirit  of  the  times,  and 
ought  to  be  either  wiped  or  dug  away  at  once. 
And  as  the  matter  has  been  taken  in  hand  by  the 
New  Granadians,  North  Americans  and  English,  we 
think  it  probable  that  in  less  than  three  years  a 
journey  across  the  Isthmus  will  be  performed  in 
about  the  same  time  and  the  same  manner  that  it  is 
now  performed  across  the  state  of  Delaware  by  ca- 
nal or  rail  road. 

The  government  of  New  Granada  seems  much 
disposed  to  encourage  every  undertaking  calculated 
to  be  beneficial  to  the  country,  and  grants  of  vari- 
ous kinds  have  been  made  upon  very  liberal  terms. 
Though  the  population  is  increasing  very  rapidly, 
and  will  continue  to  do  so  as  long  as  there  is  peace, 
yet  the  government  gives  every  encouragement  to 
the  emigration  of  foreigners,  and  pursues  that  en- 
lightened policy  pursued  by  the  United  States,  of 
offering  to  the  people  of  other  countries  every  in- 
ducement to  become  part  and  parcel  of  us  and  of 
guarantying  to  emigants  protection,  equal  rights 
and  citizenship. 


GRINDING  OLD  GARMENTS  INTO  NEW. 

Sir  George  Head,  in  his  Tour  through  the  Manu- 
facturing Districts,  gives  the  following  account  of 
a new  trade  carried  on  at  Dewsbury;  literally  tear- 
in"'  in  pieces  fusty  old  rags,  collected  from  Scot- 
land, Ireland,  and  the  Continent,  by  a machine 
called  a “devil,”  till  a substance  very  like  the  ori- 
ginal wool  is  produced,  this  by  the  help  of  a small 
addition  of  new  wool,  is  respun  and  manufactured 
into  sundry  useful  coarse  articles,  such  as  the  wad- 
ding which  Messrs.  Stulze  and  Co.  introduce  with- 
in tne  collars  of  their  fashionable  coats,  and  various 
descriptions  of  drugget,  horse-sheeting,  &c.  The 
trade  or  occupation  of  the  owner,  his  life  and  ha- 
bits, or  the  filthiness  and  antiquity  of  the  garment 
itself,  oppose  no  bar  to  this  wonderful  progress  of 
regeneration;  whether  from  the  scarecrow  or  the 
gibbet,  it  makes  no  difference;  so  that,  according 
to  the  transmutation  of  human  affairs,  it  no  doubt 
frequently  does  happen,  without  figure  of  speech 
or  metaphor,  that  the  identical  garment  to-day  ex- 
ppsed  to  the  sun  and  rain  in  a Kentish  cherry-or- 
chard, or  saturated  with  tc&acco-smoke  on  the  “back 
of  a beggar  in  a pothouse”  is  doomed  in  its  turn, 
“perfusus  liquidis  odrribus,”  to  grace  the  swelling 
collar,  or  add  digntfed  proportion  to  the  chest  of 
the  dandy.— Old  tfannel  petticoats,  serge  bunting, 
are  not  only  unravelled  and  brought  to  their  origi- 
nal thread  by  the  claws  of  the  devil,  but  this  ma- 
chine, by  the  way,  simply  a series  of  cylinder  arm- 
ed with  iron  hooks,  effectually,  it  is  said,  pulls  to 
pieces  and  separates  the  pitch-mark  of  the  sheep’s 
back — which  latter  operation  really  is  a job  worthy 
of  the  very  devil  himself. 

Those  who  delight  in  matters  of  speculation  have 
here  an  ample  field,  provided  they  feel  inclined  to 
extend  their  researches  on  this  doctrine  of  the  trans- 
migration of  coats;  for  their  imagination  would  have 
room  to  range  in  unfettered  flight,  even  , from  the 
blazing  galaxy  of  a regal  drawing  room  down  to  the 
night  cellars  and  lowest  haunts  of  London,  Germa- 
ny, Poland,  Portugal,  See.  as  well  as  probably  even 
to  other  countries  visited  by  the  plague.  But  as 
such  considerations  would  only  tend  to  put  a man 
out  of  conceit  with  his  own  coat,  or  afllict  some  of 
my  fair  friends  with  an  antipathy  to  flannel  alto- 
gether, they  are  much  better  let  alone.  * * II  is 

really  extraordinary  to  observe,  on  taking  a portion 
of  shoddy  in  the  hand  as  it  comes  from  the  mill,  the 
full  extent  of  its  transmutation— how  perfectly  the 
disentanglement  of  the  filament  has  been  effected, 
although',  notwithstanding  its  freshened  appearance, 
time  and  temperance  must  liaverinevitably  brought 
it  nearer  to  the  period  of  ultimate  decay. 

[London  paper. 


GIRAFFES. 

Several  of  these  rare,  beautiful  and  curious  ani- 
mals have  recently  been  conveyed  to  England,  and 


are  now  exhibited  at  the  Zoological  Gardens  in 
London.  The  manner  in  which  they  were  procur- 
ed is  thus  detailed  in  the  memoir  addressed  by  M. 
Hirbault  to  the  society: 

“Having  learnt,  on  my  arrival  at  Malta,  that  you 
were  desirous  of  information  on  the  subject  of  the 
four  giraffes  which  you  have  intrusted  to  my  care,  I 
regard  it  as  a duty  to  transmit  to  you  a short  state- 
ment, by  which  you  will  become  aware  of  the  dif- 
ficulties that  I encountered  in  obtaining  and  pre- 
serving for  the  society  these  interesting  animals, 
which  are  now,  I hope,  altogether  out  of  danger. 

“Instructed  by  col.  Campbell,  his  majesty’s  con- 
sul general  in  the  Levant,  and  desirous  of  render- 
ing available  for  the  purposes  of  the  Zoological  so- 
ciety the  knowledge  which  I had  acquired  by  twelve 
years’  experience  in  travelling  in  the  interior  of  Af- 
rica, I quitted  Cairo  on  the  15th  of  April,  1834. 
After  sailing  up  the  Nile  as  far  as  Wadi  Haifa,,  (the 
second  cataract),  I took  camels,  and  proceeded  to 
Dabbat,  a province  of  Dongolah,  where,  on  the  14th 
of  July,  I started  for  the  descent  of  Kordofan. 

“Being  perfectly  acquainted  wdth  the  locality  and 
on  friendly  terms  with  the  Arabs  of  the  country,  I 
attached  them  to  me  still  more  by  the  desire  of  pro- 
fit. All  were  desirous  of  accompanying  me  in  my 
pursuit  of  the  giraffes,  which,  up  to  that  time, 
they  had  hunted  solely  for  the  sake  of  its  flesh, 
which  they  eat,  and  for  its  skin,  from  which  they 
make  bucklers  and  sandals.  I availed  myself  of 
the  emulation  which  prevailed  among  the  Arabs, 
and  as  the  season  was  far  advanced  and  favorable,  I 
proceeded  immediately  to  the  south  west  of  Kor- 
dofan. 

“It  was  one  of  the  15th  of  August  that  I saw  the 
first  two  giraffes.  A rapid  chase,  on  horses  accus- 
tomed to  the  fatigues  of  the  desert,  put  us  in  pos- 
session, at  the  end  of  three  hours,  of  the  largest  of 
the  two:  the  mother  of  one  of  those  now  in  my 
charge.  Unable  to  take  her  alive,  the  Arabs  killed 
her  with  blows  of  the  sabre,  and,  cutting  her  to 
pieces,  carried  the  meat  to  the  head  quarters,  which 
we  had  established  in  a wooded  situation;  an  ar- 
rangement necessary  for  our  own  comforts  and  to 
secure  pasturage  for  the  camels  of  both  sexes  which 
we  had  brought  with  us  in  aid  of  the  object  of  our 
chase.  We  deferred  until  the  morrow  the  pursuit 
of  the  young  giraffe,  which  my  companions  assured 
me  they  would  have  no  difficulty  in  again  discover- 
ing. The  Arabs  are  very  fond  of  the  flesh  of  this 
animal.  I partook  of  their  repast.  The  live  em- 
bers were  quickly  covered  with  slices  of  the  meat, 
which  I found  to  be  excellent  eating. 

On  the  following  day,  the  lGtli  August,  the  Arabs 
started  at  daybreak  in  search  of  the  young  one,  of 
which  we  had  lost  sight  not  far  from  our  camp. 
The  sandy  soil  of  the  desert  is  well  adapted  to  af- 
ford indications  to  a hunter,  and  in  a very  short 
time  we  were  on  the  track.  We  followed  with  ra- 
pidity and  in  silence,  cautious  to  avoid  alarming 
the  creature,  while  it  was  yet  at  a distance  from  us. 
Unwearied  myself,  and  anxious  to  act  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  Arabs,  I followed  them  impatiently, 
and  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning  I had  the  hap- 
piness to  find  myself  in  possession  of  the  giraffe. 
A premium  was  given  to  the  hunter  whose  horse 
had  first  come  up  with  the  animal,  and  this  reward 
is  the  more  merited  as  the  laborious  chase  is  pur- 
sued in  the  midst  of  brambles  and  thorny  trees. 

“Possessed  of  this  giraffe,  it  was  necessary  to  rest 
some  time,  in  order  to  render  it  sufficiently  tame. 
During  this  period  an  Arab  constantly  holds  it  at  the 
end  of  a long  cord.  By  degrees  it  becomes  accus- 
tomed to  the  presence  of  man,  and  takes  a little 
nourishment.  To  furnish  milk  for  it  I had  brought 
with  me  female  camels.  It  became  gradually  re- 
conciled to  its  condition,  and  was  soon  willing  to 
follow,  in  short  stages,  the  route  of  our  caravan. 

“This  first  giraffe,  captured  at  four  day’s  journey 
to  the  south  west  of  Kordofan,  will  enable  us  to  form 
some  judgment  as  to  its  probable  age  at  present,  as  I 
have  observed  its  growth  and  its  mode  of  life.  When 
it  first  came  intomyhands,  it  was  necessary  to  insert 
a finger  into  its  mouth  in  order  to  deceive  it  into  a 
belief  that  the  nipple  of  its  dam  was  there:  then  it 
sucked  freely.  According  to  the  opinion  of  the 
Arabs  and  to  the  length  of  time  that  I had  it,  this 
giraffe  cannot,  at  the  utmost,  be  more  than  nineteen 
months  old.  Since  I have  had  it,  its  size  has  fully 
doubled. 

“The  first  run  of  the  giraffe  is  exceedingly  rapid. 
The  swiftest  horse,  if  unaccustomed  to  the  desert, 
could  not  come  up  with  it  unless  with  extreme  diffi- 
culty. The  Arabs  accustom  their  courser  to  hunger 
and  "to  fatigue;  milk  generally  serves  them  for  food 
— and  gives  them  power  to  continue  their  exertion 
during  a very  long  run.  If  the  giraffe  reaches  a 
mountain,  it  passes  with  rapidity;  its  feet,  which 
are  like  those  of  a goat,  endow  it  with  the  dexterity 
of  that  animal;  it  bouneb  over  ravines  with  incredi- 


ble power — horses  cannot  in  such  situations  compete 
with  it. 

“The  giraffe  is  fond  of  wooded  country.  The 
leaves  of  trees  are  its  principal  food.  Its  conforma- 
tion allows  of  its  reaching  their  tops.  The  one  of 
which  I have  previously  spoken  as  having  been 
killed  by  the  Arabs,  measured  twenty-one  F rench 
feet  in  height,  from  the  ears  to  the  hoofs.  Green 
herbs  are  also  very  agreeable  to  this  animal;  but  its 
structure  does  not  admit  of  its  feeding  on  them  in 
the  same  manner  as  our  domestic  animals,  such  as 
the  ox  and  the  horse.  It  is  obliged  to  straddle  wide- 
ly; its  two  fore  feet  are  gradually  stretched  widely 
apart  from  each  other,  and  its  neck  being  then  bent 
into  a semicircular  form,  the  animal  is  thus  enabled 
to  collect  the  grass.  But  on  the  instant  that  any 
noise  interrupts  its  repast,  it  raised  itself  with  rapi- 
dity, and  has  recourse  to  immediate  flight. 

“The  giraffe  eats  with  great  delicacy,  and  takes 
its  food  leaf  by  leaf,  collecting  them  from  the  trees 
by  means  of  its  long  tongue.  It  rejects  the  thorns, 
and  in  this  respect  differs  from  the  camel.  As  the 
grass  on  which  it  is  now  fed  is  cut  for  it,  it  takes 
the  upper  part  only,  and  chews  it  until  it  perceives 
that  the  stem  is  -oo  coarse  for  it.  Great  care  is  re- 
quired for  its  preservation,  and  especially  great 
cleanliness. 

“It  is  extremely  fond  of  society,  and  is  very  sen- 
sible. I have  observed  one  of  them  shed  tears 
when  it  no  longer  saw  its  companions  or  the  per- 
sons who  were  in  the  habit  of  attending  it. 

“I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  collect  five  individuals 
at  Kordofan;  but  the  cold  weather  of  December, 
1834,  killed  four  of  them  in  the  desert  on  the  route 
to  Dongolah,  my  point  of  departure  for  Bedbah.  One 
only  was  preserved;  this  was  the  first  specimen  that 
I obtained,  and  the  one  of  which  I have  already 
spoken.  After  22  days  in  the  desert,  I reached 
Dongolah  on  the  6th  of  January,  1635. 

“Unwilling  to  return  to  Cairo  without  being  really 
useful  to  the  society,  and  being  at  Dongolah,  I de- 
termined on  resuming  the  pursuit  of  giraffes.  I re- 
mained for  three  months  in  the  desert,  crossing  it 
in  all  directions.  Arabs  in  whom  I could  confide 
accompanied  me,  and  our  course  was  through  dis- 
tricts destitute  of  every  thing.  We  had  to  dread 
the  Arbs  of  Darfour,  of  which  country  I saw  the 
first  mountain.  We  were  successful  in  our  re- 
searches. I obtained  three  giraffes,  smaller  than  the 
one  I already  possessed.  Experience  suggested  to 
me  the  means  of  preserving  them. 

“Another  trial  was  reserved  for  me,  that  of  trans- 
porting the  animals,  by  bark,  from  Wadi  Haifa  to 
Cairo,  Alexander  and  Malta.  Providence  has  ena- 
bled me  to  surmount  all  difficulties.  The  most  that 
they  suff  ered  was  at  sea,  during  their  passage,  which 
lasted  twenty-four  days,  with  the  weather  very  tem- 
pestuous. 

“I  arrived  at  Malta  on  the  21st  of  November. 
We  were  there  detained  in  quarantine  for  twenty- 
five  days,  after  which,  through  the  kind  care  of  Mr. 
Bourchier,  these  valuable  animals  were  placed  in 
a good  situation,  where  nothing  is  wanting  for  their 
comfort.  With  the  view  of  preparing  them  for  the 
temperature  of  the  country  to  which  they  will  evend 
tually  be  removed,  I have  not  thought  it  advisable 
that  they  should  be  clothed.  During  the  last  week 
the  cold  has  been  much  greater  than  they  have 
hitherto  experienced;  but  they  have,  thanks  to  the 
kindness  of  Mr.  Bourchier,  every  thing  that  can  be 
desired. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  FOREIGN  PAPERS. 

The  name  of  Napoleon,  though  now  only  on  the 
records  of  history.  Dears  about  it  still  an  irresisti- 
ble charm: 

Tuesday  was  the  second  day’s  sale  of  the  effects 
of  the  late  Mr.  Barry  O’Meara.  Most  of  the  arti- 
cles produced  good  prices,  and  all  the  undoubted 
relics  of  the  emperor  Napoleon  sold  extremely  well. 
A few  lines  in  the  emperor’s  hand-writing  sold,  af- 
ter much  competion,  for  eleven  guineas;  a lock  of 
his  hair  for  21.  10s.;  one  of  his  teeth,  extracted  by 
Mr.  O’Meara,  for  seven  guineas  and  a half;  a few 
articles  of  plate,  formerly  the  property  of  the  em- 
peror, sold  for  about  six  times  their  intrinsic  value. 

In  the  article  “France,”  of  the  Dictionnairc  Geo- 
graplvique  Universal,  now  publishing  in  Paris,  by  a 
geographical  society,  the  following  statement  is 
given  of  the  capital  of  the  French  soil  and  of  the 
revenues  of  the  empire:  The  arable  lands,  at  a 
valuation  of  30  francs  the  hectare,  are  worth 
13,690,800,000  francs;  the  woods,  vineyards,  mea- 
dows and  other  lands,  2,828,800,000;  ponds  and 
marshes,  34,920,000;  rustic  buildings,  3,000,000,000; 
cattle,  valued  at  the  lowest  price,  16,703,941,676; 
poultry,  51,600,000  head,  at  1 franc,  51,600,000; 
swine,  3,900,000  head,  at  40  francs,  156,000,000;  as- 
ses, 2,400.000  head,  at  315  francs,  60,000,000;  farm- 
ing utensils,  3,000,000,000;  total,  39,522,061,676 
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francs.  To  this  may  be  added  the  annual  receipts 
— from  manufactures,  1,820,102,000;  agriculture, 
4,678,708,000;  colonies,  40,380,000;  foreign  coun- 
tries, 346,020,000;  in  warehouse,  52,000,000;  total, 

6.937.210.000  francs.  The  produce  of  the  taxes  of 
every  class  is  924,410,000  francs. 

Tne  Paris  Monilcur  publishes  the  comparative 
view  of  the  revenue  for  the  first  six  months  of  this 
year,  with  the  same  period  of  1834  and  1835.  The 
indirect  taxes  have  produced  297,698,000  francs, 
which  is  nearly  twenty-three  millions  and  a half 
more  than  the  first  six  months  of  1834,  and  nearly 
12  millions  more  than  the  first  six  months  of  1835. 
The  only  diminution  has  been  in  the  duty  on  salt; 
all  the  others  have  increased.  The  duties  on  cus- 
toms and  navigation  exceed  by  2,231,000  francs  the 
receipt  of  the  corresponding  half  of  1835,  notwith- 
standing a diminution  of  2,069,000  francs  in  the  du- 
ties on  colonial  and  foreign  sugars.  To  this  loss  of 

2.069.000  francs  must  be  added  1,700,000  for  the 
increase  in  bounties  in  the  exportation  of  refined 
sugar  for  the  first  six  months  of  1836,  so  that  the 
loss  on  sugars  for  the  first  six  months  of  1836,  is 
about  3,800,000  francs. 

Conveyance  of  newspapers.  The  bill  to  consoli- 
date and  amend  the  laws  relating  to  the  convey- 
ance of  newspapers  by  the  post,  enacts: — 

1.  That  all  newspapers  sent  by  the  general  post 
within  the  United  Kingdom  shall  go  free. 

2.  That  all  newspapers,  sent  through  the  general 
post,  and  delivered  by  the  penny  or  twopenny 
post,  and  vice  versa,  go  free. 

3.  That  newspapers  sent  by  the  twopenny  post 
only  pay  Id,  and  may  be  sent  within  post  towns  at 
the  like  rate. 

4.  That  newspapers  sent  from  the  United  King- 
dom by  packets  to  the  colonies,  shall  go  free;  as 
also  newspapers  sent  by  packets  from  the  colonies 
to  the  United  Kingdom. 

5.  That  newspapers  may  be  sent  from  any  colo- 
ny to  another  colony,  via  United  Kingdom,  by 
packet  boat,  free  of  postage. 

6.  That  newspapers  sent  from  the  United  King- 
dom to  the  colonies  by  private  ships  shall  pay  Id. 

7.  That  newspapers  brought  into  the  United  King- 
dom from  the  colonies  by  private  ships  shall  pay  Id. 

8.  That  newspapers  to  or  from  foreign  countries 
shall  pay  2d;  but  that  if  any  foreign  state  receives 
or  send  newspapers  to  or  from  the  United  King- 
dom free  of  duty,  then  no  duty  shall  be  charged  on 
newspapers  to  or  from  such  state,  if  by  packet 
boat;  or  if  by  other  vessels,  then  only  Id. 

9.  That  Id  be  paid  masters  of  private  ships  for 
each  newspaper. 

10.  That  newspapers  be  sent  without  a cover,  or 
in  a cover  open  at  the  sides,  without  writing  or 
marks. 

11.  That  they  be  put  into  the  post  office  within 
seven  days  after  date,  if  going  out  of  the  United 
Kingdom. 

12.  That  the  postmaster  general  shall  be  autho- 
rised to  search  and  to  charge  treble  postage,  &c. 
The  sender  to  be  liable  to  treble  duty,  on  attempt 
to  evade  the  duty  of  postage. 

By  this  act  it  is  not  compulsory  to  send  newspa- 
pers through  the  post,  and  newspapers  redirected 
are  to  be  forwarded  free  of  postage,  if  not  opened. 

English  and  French  post  office  treaty.  By  the  new 
arrangements  between  England  and  France,  letters 
may  be  sent  from  one  country  to  the  other  without 
paying  any  part  of  the  postage  in  advance,  or  the 
whole  postage  may  be  paid.  The  English  postage 
on  such  letters  is  also  reduced  nearly  one-half. 

Importance  of  the  China  trade.  The  tonnage  en- 
gaged by  the  European  and  American  nations  to 
China,  might,  before  the  opening  of  the  trade  with 
Great  Britain,  have  been  estimated  in  round  num- 
bers at  85,000;  but,  in  the  very  first  year  of  the 
emancipated  commerce,  a number  of  shipping, 
nearly  equal  to  this  amount,  cleared  out  from  Can- 
ton for  the  United  Kingdom  alone.  The  native 
craft,  that,  is,  the  junks  carrying  on  foreign  trade,  is 
supposed  1o  be  about  80,000  tons;  but  the  value  of 
their  cargoes,  consisting  for  the  most  part  of  coarse 
manufactures  and  raw  produce,  is  small,  compared 
with  those  of  the  European  and  American  shipping. 
From  a tolerable  intimate  acquaintance  with  it, 
however,  vve  are  not  disposed  to  estimate  its  value 
at  more  than  .#20,000,000.  This  added  to  the 
American  and  European  commerce,  will  raise  the 
value  of  the  whole  foreign  trade  of  the  empire  to 
about  #90, 000, 000,  or,  in  round  numbers,  to  nearly 
20,000,000  sterling.  This  shows  the  great  capaci- 
ty of  that  country  for  foreign  trade — which  vve  re- 
peat, is  yet  in  its  very  infancy;  it  shows  also  the 
vast  difference  between  the  European  and  those 
even  of  the  best  governed  of  the  Asiatic  nations; 
for  the  estimate  quoted,  considerable  as  it  seems, 
is,  after  all,  not  equal  to  more  than  one-fifth  pari  of 
the  foreign  trade  of  the  United  Kingdom,  of  which 
the  population  scarcely  amounts  to  onc-fiftccnth 


of  that  of  China.  [Edinburgh  Cabinet  Library, 
Historical  and  Descriptive  account  of  China , vol.  3. 

According  to  a report  from  Dr.  rariset  and  Dr. 
S'cipion  Pinel,  addressed  to  the  council  general  of 
the  hospitals,  it  appears  that  458  insane  female  pa- 
tients were  received  into  the  Salpetriere  during  the 
first  quarter  of  the  present  year.  Of  these,  25 
were  furious  maniacs,  21  lunatics,  or  periodically 
mad,  17  with  general  paralysis  and  slight  incohe- 
rence of  ideas,  7 melancholy  maniacs,  3 with  reli- 
gion monomania,  11  suicides,  3 homicides,  9 idiots 
and  11  epileptic  patients.  The  two  homicides 
were  both  mothers,  who  had  attempted  to  kill  their 
own  children.  The  ages  of  the  patients  admitted 
were,  for  the  most  part,  between  35  and  40  years. 
During  the  quarter,  76  patients  were  cured  and  set 


enuess,  consequences  of  child-birth,  jealousy,  reli- 
gious enthusiasm,  old  age,  vicious  habits  anil  criti- 
cal time  of  life.  The  average  duration  of  treat- 
ment and  cure  was  55  days.  There  were  34  deaths, 
the  greater  part  of  which  were  of  old,  paralytic  and 
infirm  women. 

The  Frankfort  journals  state  that  a general  meet- 
ing of  the  shareholders  in  the  intended  canal  for 
uniting  the  Danube  and  the  Marne  was  held  on  the 
1st  inst.  at  the  villa  of  M.  Rothschild.  Subscribers 
from  Munich,  Kelheim-on-the-Danube,  Nuremberg 
Bamberg,  Aschaftenburgh  and  other  distant  places, 
attended,  and  those  of  England  and  Belgium  were 
represented  by  authorised  agents.  The  count  de 
Giech  came  from  Wurbezburgh,  as  commissioner 
of  the  king  of  Bavaria.  The  success  of  the  under- 
talcing  appeared  to  be  certain,  and  it  was  resolved 
that  it  should  be  immediately  commenced. 


EFFECTS  OF  EMANCIPATION  IN  THE 
WEST  INDIES. 

. From  the  New  York  Evening  Post. 

The  results  of  the  British  emancipation  bill,  in  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view,  are  truly  surprising.  To 
the  astonishment  of  even  the  most  sanguine  friends 
of  abolition,  the  plantations  of  the  colonies  are  more 
productive,  more  easily  managed,  and  accepted  as 
security  for  higher  sums  on  mortgage  than  ever  they 
were  under  the  slave  system,  the  following  is  an 
official  statement  of  the  comparative  quantities  of 
the  great  staples  of  West  Indian  produce  exported 
from  Georgetown  (Demerara)  and  Berbice,  in  the 
first  quarter  of  the  present  year,  and  the  three  pre- 
ceding years: 


From  Georgetown , (Demerara)  — 
Avene*  rxporls  of  the  1st  quar- 
ter of  the  three  years  preceding 
emancipation. 
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Being  an  increase  on  the  whole  of  about  50  per 
cent,  and  on  coffee  upwards  of  100  per  centum! 

The  above  statements  are  taken  from  the  Stand- 
ard, an  English  journal,  which  predicted  nothing 
but  ruin  to  the  planters  from  the  abolition  of  sla- 
very. 

The  hundred  million  indemnity  thus  appears  to 
have  been  a compensation  of  a novel  kind,  a com- 
pensation for  being  made  richer. 


TRIAL  AND  EXECUTION  OF  ALIBEAUD. 

[In  the  “Register”  of  the  20th  ult.  we  briefly 
noticed  the  execution  of  Alibeaud,  who  attempted 
to  assassinate  the  king  of  the  French.  The  follow- 
ing particulars  of  his  trial  and  execution  are  from 
London  dates  recently  received  at  Boston.] 

This  trial  took  place  in  the  court  of  peers,  on 
Friday,  the  8th  of  July.  Shortly  after  ton  o’clock, 


the  prisoner  was  introduced  into  the  court,  in  cun- 
tody  of  five  municipal  guards,  two  of  whom  hekl 
him  under  the  arms,  and  led  him  to  the  box  pre- 
pared for  him.  The  prisoner  walked  to  the  bar 
with  a firm  step.  His  carriage  was  erect,  though 
his  face  was  pale,  and  his  eyes  east  down.  As  hu 
advocate  advanced,  he  rose  and  shook  hands  with 
him.  The  peers  entered  immediately  afterwards. 
The  president  asked  the  accused  the  preliminary 
questions,  to  which  the  prisoner  answered,  that  his 
name  was  Alibeaud  Lew  is,  about  twenty- six  years, 
and  that  his  birth  place  w as  Nismes.  The  remain- 
ing answers  of  the  prisoner  were  candid  and  ani- 
mated. He  attempted  not  to  deny  for  one  moment 
tiie  motives  by  which  he  had  been  actuated.  He 
confessed,  w ith  the  calmness  of  one  who  had  long 
contemplated  and  made  up  his  mind  to  the  situa- 
tion in  which  he  then  stood,  and  that  he  had  pro- 
cured the  cane  gun,  practiced  with  it,  and  bought 
the  poignard,  all  with  a view  to  take  the  life  of  the 
king  on  the  first  opportunity.  His  object,  he  said, 
had  been  to  arrive  at  a republic,  by  a general  over- 
throw ol  every  thing.  His  project,  he  said,  he  h».u 
first  conceived  at  Barcelona;  which  place  he  left 
for  file  purpose  of  taking  the  life  of  the  king.  Se- 
veral witnesses,  who  had  been  on  intimate  term* 
with  the  prisoner,  were  called.  It  appears  that  the 
unhappy  man  has  been  a soldier  in  the  15th  infan- 
try, a shopman,  and  latterly,  a commercial  traveller. 
All  the  witnesses  agree  in  giving  him  an  excellent 
character.  He  was  described  as  being  honest, 
brave,  generous  and  modest.  On  the  first  day  the 
court  adjourned  at  half  past  five.  They  resumed 
at  a quarter  to  11  o'clock  on  Saturday.  He  again 
exhibited  the  utmost  composedness  of  demeanor. 

The  appeal  being  concluded,  the  president  ob- 
served that,  all  the  witnesses  having  boon  beard  on 
the  preceding  day,  it  now  remained  with  the  attor- 
ney general  to  present  his  requisitory. 

M.  Martin  Du  Mond  accordingly  rose,  and  said 
that  lie  might  abstain  from  adducing  further  proofs 
of  the  guilt  of  the  prisoner,  his  avowal  being  suffi- 
cient for  his  conviction.  M.  Martin  then  blamed 
the  conduct  of  M.  Corbiere  in  the  affiiir.  He  re- 
gretted that  the  legislation  did  not  allow  him  to 
order  the  arrest  and  prosecution  of  that  witness  for 
not  revealing  Alibeaud’s  intention  to  the  magis- 
trates. M.  M.  then  endeavored  to  fasten  on  "the 
factions,  as  well  as  on  the  miserable  condition  of 
the  regicide,  the  crime  he  had  perpetrated. 

M.  Ledru,  Alibeaud's  advocate,  said  that  when 
he  was  chosen  by  the  president  of  the  court  for  that 
difficult  task,  he"  had  at  first  hesitated,  but  having 
at  last  accepted,  he  resolved  to  do  his  duty-  to  the 
fullest  extent.  When  he  repaired  to  Alibeaud’s 
cell,  he  found  him  calm,  and  reading  over  the  bill 
of  indictment.  Alibeaud  greeted  him,  and  told 
him  that  he  was  guilty,  and  could  not  be  defended: 
“But,”  said  he,  “my  head  alone  will  not  suffice  for 
my  persecutors:  they  have  piyed  into  my  whole 
life:  they  must  ha\  e iny  honor  and  that  of  mv  fami- 
ly; it  is  that  and  tint  alone  you  must  defend.'”  M. 
Ledru  then  read  a note  Alibeaud  had  drawn  out  for 
his  defence,  &c.  He  was  born  of  poor  but  honest 
parents.  One  of  his  unties  had  received  a sword 
of  honor  in  the  armies  ot  the  republic— the  star  of 
the  brave  had  been  placed  on  his  breast  by  Napo- 
leon, by  whom  he  had  been  appointed  commandant 
of  cavalry.  M.  Ledru  related  a number  of  facts 
creditable  to  Alibeaud.  On  two  occasions  he  had 
saved,  once  a young  girl,  and  another  time  a fellow 
soldier,  who  yvere  on  the  point  ol  drowning.  In 
Strasbourg  he  defended  alone  three  ot  his  comrades 
assailed  by  a crowd  of  people,  by  yvhoin  they  were 
nigh  being  killed.  The  advocate  concluded  by  an 
appeal  in  favor  of  the  prisoner  to  the  clemency  of 
tiie  court. 

Alibeaud  afterwards  rose  and  read,  in  a firm 
voice,  his  defence,  which  went  to  clear  his  honor. 
He  condemned,  in  energetic  terms,  the  conduct  of 
the  attorney  general,  who  had,  he  said,  debased 
himself  by  the  vile  manner  in  yvhich  he  had  con- 
ducted the  prosecution  against  him.  He  then  re- 
presented that  the  king  had  violated  all  his  oaths 
and  promises,  that  he  yvas  a tyrant,  that  the  people 
had  a right  to  put  him  out  ol  the  way.  Alibeaud 
then  went  on  to  justify  the  doctrine’ of  regicides, 
which  he  maintained  was  a right  invested  in  the 
people.  The  president,  however,  finding  he  was 
going  on  too  far,  ordered  him  to  sit  down,  and  re- 
fused to  allow  him  to  proceed  with  his  defence.  In 
vain  did  the  prisoner  insist  on  continuing;  he  yvas 
taken  by  tyvo  of  the  municipal  guards,  and  forced 
to  sit  down.  He  anew  protested  against  the  vio- 
lence offered  him,  and  handing  his  manuscript  to 
his  counsel,  lie  said,  I confide  to  you  this  docu- 
ment. The  president  ordered  it  to  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  officers  of  the  court.  M.  Ledru,  after 
some  hesitation,  gave  it  to  M.  Sajou,  who  hauded 
it  to  tiie  recorder. 
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M.  Boujour,  the  second  counsel  of  Alibeaud,  rose 
and  recommended  his  client  to  the  humanity  ol  the 
court,  which  Alibeaud  disclaimed  with  indignation. 

The  president  asked  Alibeaud  if  he  had  any  thing 
to  add  to  his  defence? 

The  prisoner  begged  to  be  allowed  to  continue 
his  MS. 

The  president  said,  that,  if  he  abstained  from  the 
expression  of  regicide  sentiments,  he  might  go  on 
with  his  defence. 

The  paper  was  then  placed  in  the  prisoner’s 
hand,  who,  skipping  over  a few  leaves,  commenced 
reading  anew.  No  sooner,  however,  had  he  read  a 
few  lines,  in  which  he  ascribed  to  the  king  all  the 
sulferings  of  the  people,  and  contended  that  it  was 
a praiseworthy  act  to  drain  their  source,  by  destroy- 
ing their  author,  than  the  president  interrupted  him, 
and  ordered  him  to  sit  down.  As  he  was  paying 
no  attention  to  the  president’s  injunction,  but  was 
proceeding  with  his  MS.  two  municipal  guards 
seized  and  compelled  him  to  obey. 

The  president  then  announced,  that  the  public 
debates  were  closed,  and  that  the  court  would  re- 
tire into  the  council  room  to  deliberate.  He  next 
ordered  the  accused  to  be  conveyed  back  to  prison. 

Two  soldiers  took  him  under  the  arms  and  led 
him  off.  On  his  way  to  the  door,  Alibeaud  shook 
hands  with  a young  lady  and  several  other  persons 
seated  in  the  passage.  He  walked  with  a firm  pace, 
and  betrayed  no  symptoms  of  emotion. 

As  soon  as  the  prisoner  had  been  removed  the 
court  rose,  and,  at  a quarter  to  one,  retired  into  the 
council  room. 

At  two  o’clock  the  court  returned,  and  the  presi- 
dent, in  the  presence  of  the  prisoner,  proceeded  to 
read  the  sentence.  Louis  Alibeaud  was  found 
guilty  of  having  committed  an  attempt  against  the 
king’s  life,  on  the  25th  of  June  last,  and  for  that 
crime  was  condemned  to  the  punishment  of  parri- 
cies.  He  was  to  walk  to  the  scaffold  barefooted, 
in  his  shirt,  his  head  covered  with  a black  veil,  and 
the  sentence  to  be  read  to  him  on  reaching  the 
place  of  execution,  in  presence  of  the  people.  He 
was,  moreover,  condemned  to  pay  the  costs  of  the 
trial! — and  to  be  executed  as  soon  as  the  attorney 
general  should  think  proper. 

The  Paris  papers  seem  to  say,  that  the  speech 
must  have  made  a great  impression  upon  the  peers, 
as  the  police  agents  were  sent  round  to  the  several 
journals,  forbidding  its  publication  on  peril  of  sei- 
zure of  the  papers.  The  Gazette  de  France  and  the 
Messager  both  appeared  without  the  speech;  the 
latter  having  left  a blank  space  intended  for  its  in- 
sertion, and  containing  in  its  leading  columns  an 
energetic  protest  against  this  new  violation  of  the 
charter.  This  threw  the  government  into  a fresh 
state  of  alarm.  Messengers  were  sent  round  to 
make  apologies,  and  the  Moniteur  was  instructed  to 
announce  that  the  police  agents  had  acted  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  authorities.  The  trial  created 
a wonderful  sensation  in  Paris. 

THE  EXECUTION. 

The  execution  of  Alibeaud  took  place  on  Mon- 
day morning.  The  scaffold  was  erected  between 
midnight  and  three  o’clock.  The  troops  on  duty, 
consisting  of  four  or  five  battalions  of  infantry,  as 
many  squadrons  of  cavalry,  and  several  companies 
of  the  municipal  guards,  foot  and  horse,  may  be 
computed  at  thirty' thousand  men,  besides  a multi- 
tude of  sergens  de  vide,  by  whom  all  the  avenues 
to  the  Place  St.  Jaques  was  guarded;  and  the  few 
persons  who  had  obtained  access  to  the  Place  were 
compelled  to  foil  back.  At  two  minutes  before 
five,  the  prisoner  arrived  at  the  foot  of  the  scaffold, 
the  steps  of  which  he  ascended  with  a firm  step. 
The  prisoner  was  dressed  simply  in  his  shirt  and 
trousers,  his  head  enveloped  in  a black  veil,  which 
descended  below  his  eyes.  His  feet  were  naked, 
lie  remained  a few  moments  in  conversation  with 
his  confessor,  in  prayer,  at  the  foot  of  the  scaffold, 
and  was  then  seen  to  mount  its  steps  firmly,  but 
deliberately.  The  attending  clergyman  followed 
and  stood  by  him  while  the  sentence  of  the  court 
was  read — read — not  in  accordance  with  its  own  di- 
rection— “in  the  presence  and  in  the  hearing  of  the 
assembled  people,”  but  in  the  presence  of  the  sol- 
diers, by  whom  the  people  were  removed  and  re- 
placed. This  over,  the  executioner  took  off  the  veil 
from  the  prisoner’s  head.  The  latter  exclaimed, 
“Farewell,  my  brave  fellows.”  He  was  instantly 
seized  by  the  executioner  and  his  aids — made  to 
stand  on  the  ledge  belonging  to  the  plank — was 
strapped  to  it  with  the  rapidity  of  thought — the 
plank  descended — was  pushed  forward — the  groove 
m which  the  neck  is  inclosed  was  too  small,  and, 
suffering  from  the  pressure,  Alibeaud  uttered  a 
slight  shriek,  which  had  scarcely  escaped  him, 
when  the  axe  fell,  and  he  was  no  more. 

The  mutilated  remains  of  the  -wretched  man 
were  then  placed  in  the  usu.al  receptacle — a huge 


oblong  basket,  and  removed  for  interment  to  the 
cemetery  of  Mount  Parnasse.  The  aid3  of  the  exe- 
cutioner poured  several  pails  of  water  on  the  scaf- 
fold and  on  the  pavement,  while  the  executioner 
himself  repaired  to  a wine  shop,  without  the  Bar- 
riere,  to  draw  up  his  proces  verbal.  The  guillotine 
was  dismounted,  and,  with  the  scaffold,  placed  on 
the  vehicle  by  which  they  had  arrived,  and  at  half- 
ast  five  o’clock — that  is  precisely  within  half  an 
our  from  the  moment  of  the  execution — the  guards, 
executioners  and  the  horrible  machinery  of  death 
had  left  the  Place  St.  Jaques. 


ARCTIC  ENTERPRISE. 

From,  the  London  United  Service  Journal. 

Since  the  subject  of  northern  research  was  last 
noticed  in  this  Journal,  the  journey  of  capt.  Back 
in  quest  of  Ross,  and  the  voyage  of  captain  J ames 
Ross  to  search  for  the  missing  whalers,  have  added 
another  deeply  interesting  page  to  the  annals  of 
Arctic  enterprise.  Both  are  alike  creditable  to  this 
country  and  in  the  highest  degree  honorable  to  the 
British  navy. 

The  journey  of  capt.  Back — humane  in  its  ob- 
ject, and  admirable  in  its  execution — is  described 
w'ith  modesty  and  elegance.  The  author  has  long 
been  known  to  the  world  as  the  intrepid  companion 
of  Franklin  and  Parry,  and  the  sequel  will  show 
that  he  has  fully  justified  an  already  high  reputa- 
tion. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  remind  the  reader  that  in  the 
year  1832  great  alarm  was  felt  throughout  England 
respecting  the  fate  of  Ross  and  his  companions,  who 
had  left  this  country  for  the  polar  regions  in  1829. 
Capt.  Back  was  travelling  in  Italy,  but  hearing  of 
the  general  anxiety,  and  being  of  opinion  that  there 
was  yet  hope,  returned  immediately  to  England,  and 
proffered  his  services,  which  were  readily  accepted, 
to  conduct  an  expedition  in  quest  of  his  unfortu- 
nate countrymen.  Private  individuals  came  for- 
ward to  assist  the  government;  and  on  the  17th  of 
February,  1833,  the  commander  sailed  from  Liver- 
pool, accompanied  by  Dr.  King  and  three  other  per- 
sons. Early  in  April  they  arrived  at  Montreal 
when,  embarking  in  canoes,  after  a tedious  and  fa- 
tiguing inland  navigation,  and  in  spite  of  the  inex- 
pertness of  the  “mangeurs  de  lard,”  or  greenhorns, 
who  composed  the  crews,  and  of  the  mosquitoes 
that  stung  the  whole  party  to  madness,  on  the  8th 
of  August  they  reached  Fort  Resolution  on  Great 
Slave  Lake,  the  extreme  station  of  the  Hudson’s 
Bay  company,  and  the  last  outpost  of  civilization. 
Here  commenced  the  plan  which  captain  Back  had 
been  chiefly  instrumental  in  forming,  and  on  which 
he  was  directed  by  his  instructions  to  act.  It  was 
to  make  preparations  for  passing  the  winter  at  the 
north  eastern  extremity  of  Great  Slavo  Laks  and 
to  employ  the  previous  autumn  in  endeavoring  to 
ascertain  the  existence  of  the  river  Thlew-ee- 
chow,  supposed,  on  very  uncertain  grounds,  to 
take  its  rise  somewhere  contiguous  to  the  lake,  and 
to  discharge  its  waters  into  the  Polar  Sea.  It  will 
be  seen  how  judicious  was  the  arrangement  of  this 
scheme,  for  not  only  did  Back  find  the  river  in  ques- 
tion, (now  called  after  his  name),  but  its  course 
conveyed  him  to  a spot  at  the  debouchere,  only  fifty 
miles  from  the  obelisk  near  the  magnetic  pole,  that 
was  erected  by  James  Ross  at  the  southern  limit  of 
his  journey. 

Embarking  on  the  lake,  and  supplied  with  Indian 
guides,  the  expedition  consisted  of  twenty-four  per- 
sons, three  only  of  whom,  with  Mr.  King,  had  ac- 
companied our  traveller  from  England.  The  re- 
mainder consisted  of  four  artillerymen,  who  had  vo- 
lunteered to  accompany  them  at  Montreal,  of  some 
experienced  steersmen  and  votjageurs  belonging  to 
the  Hudson’s  Bay  company,  and  lastly  of  an  Indian 
interpreter. 

They  were  now  in  the  country  of  the  aboriginal 
tribes,  whose  character  the  commander  has  portray- 
ed with  much  acuteness  and  infinite  humor.  Fickle 
and  unsteady  of  purpose,  they  seem  to  be  amiable 
and  brave,  their  virtues  as  well  as  vices  being  the 
effect  of  impulse. 

The  descriptions  of  the  discovery  of  the  sources 
of  Back’s  river  is  full  of  interest.  Quitting  the 
Slave  Lake,  under  the  uncertain  guidance  of  Mau- 
felly,  an  Indian,  with  great  labor  they  effected  the 
portage  into  the  Cat  Lake  of  Hearne.  From  thence 
he  conducted  them  into  Clinton  Colden  Lake;  and 
eventually  into  one,  which  received  the  name  of 
Aylmer.  This  seemed  to  be  the  head-water  of  the 
circumjacent  inland  seas,  and  great  was  the  com- 
mander’s anxiety  respecting  the  event  of  his  search. 

“Twice  he  (Maufelly)  went  to  adjacent  heights 
to  discover  some  object,  which  might  remove  his 
doubts;  and  the  second  time  he  returned  with  a light 
step,  and  a countenance  betokening  satisfaction  and 
triumph.  With  renewed  confidence  he  pointed  to 
a bay  from  whence  we  might  go  to  the  Thlew-ee- 
chow  (river  Back),  and  on  our  landing  turned  to  the 


interpreter,  and  showing  him  the  well  beaten  tracks 
of  the  deer,  exclaimed  with  a smile,  that  his  old  fa- 
ther loved  to  dwell  on  the  feats  he  had  performed 
there — ‘and  though,’  added  he,  ‘I  was  but  a child 
when  I accompanied  him,  these  places  look  familiar 
to  me.’  ” 

Shortly  afterwards  the  commander  himself,  at 
some  distance  from  the  lake,  discovered  the  object 
of  his  hopes  and  wishes.  Crossing  two  rivulets, 
whose  lively  ripples  ran  due  north,  the  thought  oc- 
curred to  him  that  these  must  be  the  feeders  of  the 
Thlew-ee-chow,  and  yielding  to  the  pleasant  emo- 
tion which  discoverers,  “in  the  first  bound  of  their 
transport,  may  be  pardoned  for  indulging,  I threw 
myself  down,”  says  he,  “on  the  bank,  and  drank  a 
hearty  draught  of  the  limpid  water.”  A little  rum 
had  been  reserved,  which  the  bold  travellers  shared 
amongst  them,  in  the  midst  of  surrounding  desola- 
tion. 

Having  ascertained  that  he  was  on  the  true  track, 
he  returned  to  the  head  of  Great  Slave  Lake,  where 
Mr.  McLeod,  an  officer  of  the  Hudson’s  Bay  compa- 
ny, had  commenced  the  building  of  a house,  and 
where,  in  a short  time.  Dr.  King  with  some  of  the 
party,  which  had  separated  at  Cumberland  house, 
arrived.  The  station  received  the  name  of  Fort  Re- 
liance. 

The  preparations  for  the  winter  were  admirable, 
and  the  account  of  the  residence  full  of  interest  and 
amusement,  though  the  description  is  heart  rending 
of  the  sufferings  which  the  improvident  and  famish- 
ed Indians  underwent  during  the  severity  of  the 
winter.  The  party  nearly  starved  themselves,  in 
order  to  assist  these  wretched  creatures,  and  the 
magnanimity  of  Mr.  McLeod,  in  going  to  ascertain 
the  fate  of  the  main  body  of  the  tribe  under  Akait- 
cho,  their  friendly  chief,  is  too  striking  not  to  be  re- 
corded. On  the  18th  of  December,  with  a tempe- 
rature 102°  of  Farenheit  below  the  freezing  point, 
did  this  humane  and  heroic  person  quit  the  shelter 
of  the  winter  quarters.  He  soon  wrote  to  say  that 
the  coldness  of  the  weather  had  prevented  the  In- 
dians from  following  the  deer,  but  being  a first  rate 
rifle  shot  himself,  he  had,  by  his  exertions,  already 
assisted  one  party,  and  was  on  his  way  to  visit  ano- 
ther. During  his  absence  the  commander  was  oc- 
cupied in  making  experiments  on  the  intensity  of 
the  cold,  but  he  had  difficulty  in  recording  the  ob- 
servations, as  both  ink  and  paint  froze,  with  his  ta- 
ble “as  near  the  fire  as  he  could  bear  the  heat.” 
On  one  occasion,  after  washing  his  face  within  three 
feet  of  the  fire,  his  hair  was  clotted  with  ice  before 
he  had  time  to  dry  it. 

On  the  9th  of  February  Mr.  McLeod  returned. 
The  weather  had  made  a visible  alteration  in  his 
countenance,  which  had  seven  times  been  frost  bit- 
ten; “nor  was  it  to  be  wondered  at,  on  such  a wide 
unsheltered  lake  as  he  had  been  travelling  over.” 
Many  Indians,  he  reported,  had  died  of  cold  and 
starvation,  and,  but  for  his  intervention,  a whole 
family  would  have  fallen  victims,  the  unnatural 
monster  of  a father  having  abandoned  them.  Such 
instances  of  barbarity,  however,  appeared  so  abhor- 
rent to  the  Indians  themselves,  that  we  may  hope 
that  they  are  of  rare  occurrence. 

On  the  25th  of  April  news  arrived  that  Ross  and 
his  companions  had  reached  England.  The  an- 
nouncement was  received  with  joy  that  might  have 
been  expected;  “and  to  me,”  says  Back,  “the  intel- 
ligence was  particularly  gratifying,  not  only  as  ve- 
rifying my  previously  expressed  opinion,  but  as  de- 
monstrating the  wisdom  as  well  as  the  humanity  of 
the  course  pursued  by  the  promoters  of  our  expedi- 
tion, who  had  thereby  rescued  the  British  nation 
from  an  imputation  of  indifference  which  it  was  far 
from  meriting.  In  the  fulness  pf  our  hearts  we  as- 
sembled together,  and  humbly  offered  up  our  thanks 
to  that  merciful  Providence  which,  in  tne  beautiful 
language  of  scripture,  hath  said  ‘mine  own  will  I 
bring  again,  as  I did  sometime  from  the  depths  of 
the  sea.’  ” 

The  geographical  and  scientific  object  of  the 
journey  still  remained  to  be  performed;  and  the 
commander  resolved,  after  reducing  his  party  to  the 
number  of  ten  persons,  to  follow  the  course  of  the 
Back,  as  he  hoped  to  the  Polar  Sea.  Accordingly, 
on  the  7th  June,  accompanied  by  Mr.  King,  and 
preceded  by  Mr.  McLeod,  who  was  to  hunt  before 
them  and  leave  the  produce  “en  cache,”  our  intre- 
pid travellers  set  out  upon  their  journey;  and  on 
the  28th  they  picked  up  the  boat  that  had  been  built 
for  them  by  the  carpenter  of  the  expedition  on  Ar- 
tillery of  Cat  Lake.  The  wood  was  found  to  be  in- 
different; and,  when  wet,  was  not  supposed  possi- 
ble to  carry  her.  “However,  I trusted,”  said  capt. 
Back,  “to  circumstances,  my  own  resources,  and 
the  spirit  and  stamina  of  the  crew,  determining  not 
to  anticipate,  evil,  or  yield  to  fears  that  might  never 
be  realized.” 

On  the  1st  July  they  arrived  at  Musk  Ox  Rapid, 
the  point  at  which  they  had  stopped  the  year  before, 
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anil  the  source  of  the  river  Back.  Shortly  after- | It  has  just  been  annouced  that  his  majesty’s  shij 
wards  they  parted  with  Mr.  McLeod,  who  returned  i Terror,  the  command  of  which  has  been  given  1 1 
to  supply  Fort  Reliance  with  stores,  and  to  make  j captain  Back,  is  immediately  to  proceed  to  Wagei 
other  arrangements  for  the  next  winter.  It  is  unne- 1 river,  when  our  undaunted  countryman  will  cidsj 
cessary  here  to  detail  all  the  escapes  and  privations  over  with  his  boats  to  Prince  Regent’s  iidet.  Th 
they  endured  in  descending  this  tortuous  and  dan-  i the  party  will  separate — one  boat  to  proci 
gerous  stream.  The  reader  must  refer  to  the  book  direction  of  Turnagain,  the  other  to  the 
itself,  which  will  amply  repay  the  perusal.  Suffice  | mouth  of  Hecla  and  Fury’s  strait:  the  wl 
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it  to  say,  that  passing  the  head  of  Coronation  Gulf, 
at  the  distance  of  sixty  miles,  and  that  of  Chester- 
field inlet  and  Repulse  bay,  both  within  90  miles — 
on  the  31st  of  July  they  reached  the  salt  waters 
of  tlie  Polar  Sea.  Five  days  before,  they  had  fal- 
len in  with  a party  of  Esquimaux,  who  were  kind- 
ly disposed,  and  supplied  some  geographical  infor- 
mation. At  the  mouth  of  the  Back  their  further 
progress  was  arrested  by  the  fields  of  drifting  ice 
that  occupied  the  great  bay  into  which  the  river  dis- 
charges itself.  After  waiting  fifteen  days  upon 
these  rugged  and  utterly  desolate  shores  in  the 
hopes  of  the  sea  becoming  clear — on  the  15th  Au- 
gust the  commander  resolved  to  return  home. 

“I  had,”  he  says,  “for  some  time  cherished  the 
notion  of  dividing  the  party,  leaving  four  to  protect 
the  boat  and  property,  whilst  the  remainder  with 
Mr.  King,  would  nave  accompanied  me  on  a land 
journey  towards  Point  Turnagain;  but  this  scheme 
was  completely  frustrated  by  the  impracticability 
of  carrying  any  weight  on  a soil  in  which  at  every 
step  we  sunk  half-leg  deep;  destitute  of  shrubs  or 
moss  for  fuel  and  almost  without  water;  over  which 
we  must  have  travelled  for  days  to  have  made  even 
a few  miles  of  longitude,  and  where,  finally  if  sick- 
ness had  overtaken  any  one,  his  fate  would  have 
been  inevitable.  Thus  circumstanced,  therefore, 
and  reflecting  on  the  long  and  dangerous  stream 
combining  all  the  bad  features  of  the  worst  rivers 
in  the  country — that  w'e  had  to  retrace,  the  hazards 
of  the  falls  and  rapids,  and  the  slender  hope  which 
remained  of  our  attaining  even  a single  mile  far- 
ther, I felt  that  I had  no  choice,  and,  assembling 
the  men,  I informed  them  that  the  period  fixed  by 
his  majesty’s  government  for  my  return  had  arriv- 
ed; and  that  it  only  now  remained  to  unfurl  the  Bri- 
tish flag,  and  salute  it  with  three  cheers  in  honor  of 
his  most  gracious  majesty,  whilst  his  royal  name 
should  be  given  to  this  portion  of  America  by  the 
appellation  of  William  the  fourth’s  land.”  The  in- 
timation was  received  with  extreme  satisfaction; 
and  the  loyal  band  performed  the  ceremony,  with 
the  cheering  accompaniment  of  a glass  of  grog. 

On  the  31st  August,  opposite  Chesterfield  inlet 
they  fell  in  with  another  party  of  Esquimaux — pro- 
bably from  that  place;  but  as  time  was  precious, 
they  could  allow  themselves  no  communication 
with  them.  The  ascent  of  the  river  was  more  dan- 
gerous and  difficult  than  its  descent:  but  surmount- 
ing all  obstacles,  the  party,  on  the  17th  September, 
came  up  with  Mr.  McLeod  near  the  sources  of  the 
river;  and  on  the  27th  housed  themselves  at  Fort 
Reliance  for  the  winter.  From  thence,  in  the 
spring,  captain  Back,  parting  with  his  brave  com- 
panions— (Dr.  King  returned  from  Hudson’s  Bay) — 
proceeded  to  England,  where  he  arrived  on  the  8th 
of  last  September. 

The  extreme  point  seen  by  capt.  Back  is  about 
thirty-three  miles  from  the  extreme  seen  by  captain 
.Tames  Ross.  The  distance  that  separates  them 
may,  or  may  not,  be  occupied  by  a strait.  On  the 
one  hand,  there  is  the  Esquimaux  drawing  to  show 
that  the  land  is  continuous,  and  they  seldom  mis- 
lead us:  on  the  other,  there  is  the  driftwood  found 
by  Back  on  the  shores  that  he  reached,  which  can 
hardly  have  come  but,  from  Cape  Turnagain  and  the 
McKenzie  river.  The  wood  cannot,  at  any  rate, 
have  made  the  circuit  of  what  sir  James  Ross  has 
called  the  northern  extreme  of  America.  The  point 
is  full  of  difficulty  and  perplexity.  This  much  is 
certain — that  the  passage,  il  there  be  one,  must  be 
useless,  as  far  as  the  object  of  finding  a north  west 
passage  is  concerned.  Blocked  up  with  the  west- 
ern sea,  and  with  a current  enforcing  and  perpe- 
tuating the  blockade,  even  sir  John  Barrow,  in  his 
letter  to  the  Geographical  society,  does  not  recom- 
mend its  use,  nor  will  its  existence,  if  ascertained, 
diminish  one  jot  from  the  importance  of  the  disco- 
very by  Ross,  that  Prince  Regent’s  inlet  is  but  a cut 
<lc  sac,  and  totally  unavailable  as  a passage  to  the 
north  west  of  America.  It  cannot  be  penetrated  by 
the  north,  as  we  have  seen  by  the  fate  of  the  Fury 
and  of  Ross’s  expedition;  and  we  have  Parry’s  au- 
thority for  saying  that  it  is  impossible  to  enter  by 
the  east  through  Hecla  and  Fury’s  strait.  The 
westerly  stream  that  sets  through  that  passage 
would,  he  states,  undoubtedly  have  the  effect  of 
keeping  the  ice  close  home  upon  the  western  mouth, 
so  as  to  prevent  the  egress  of  a ship;  and  if  such 
reasoning  be  conclusive  in  this  instance,  how  much 
more  so  will  it  be  in  the  case  of  the  supposed  strait 
between  Boothia  Felix  and  the  continent  of  Ame- 
rica. ■ 
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returning,  it  is  hoped,  in  the  month  of  November  to 
England.  Having  laid  down  the  coast  line,  and 
thus  made  another  most  important  addition  to  the 
geography  of  the  north  coast  of  our  American  pos- 
sessions, the  next  step  will  be  to  ascertain  the  ex- 
istence, now  approaching  to  certainty,  of  an  open 
sea  between  Coronation  gulf  and  cape  Walker,  the 
north  western  extremity  of  Boothia. 

When  this  shall  have  been  accomplished,  the  ques-  ] 
tion  of  the  north  west  passage,  which  for  ages  has 
perplexed  philosophers,  will  have  been  solved,  and 
the  voyage  in  detached  portions  actually  made. 
“That  there  is  an  open,  and  at  times  a navigable 
passage,”  says  that  accomplished  seaman,  captain 
Beaufort,  “between  the  straits  of  Davis  and  Behr- 
ing, there  can  be  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  per- 
son who  has  duly  weighed  the  evidence.”  Let  the 
navigator  once  know  the  exact  direction,  and  in  a 
favorable  season  little  danger  or  difficulty  need  be 
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set,  though  she  was  much  farther  in  shore  when 
last  seen,  than  her  companions.  If  so,  it  is  proba- 
ble that  she  remain  shut  up,  near  the  entrance  of 
Hudson’s  bay.  That  Ross  will  fall  in  with  her  we 


apprehended  in  sailing  through  it,  impelled  by  the  can  scarcely  allow  ourselves  to  hope,  but  of  this  his 


countrymen  will  be  confident,  that  all  that  seaman- 
ship and  scientific  knowledge  can  accomplish,  all 
that  kindness  and  courage  can  effect,  will  be  ex- 
hausted by  this  officer  in  the  benevolent  cause  in 
which  he  is  still  engaged. 


revailing  westerly  wind,  and  assisted  by  the  easter- 
ly current  that  sets  from  Behring’s  into  Davis  strait. 

His  majesty’s  ship  Sulpher  is  now  surveying  the 
coasts  of  California.  Capt.  Beechy  has  already  pe- 
netrated into  Behring’s  straits  farther  than  any  for- 
mer navigator.  We  learn  from  his  narrative  that  he  i 

is  confident  of  the  existence  of  a passage;  and  who  1 EXTRAORDIN  YRY  OCCl'RRF.NCE. 
shall  say  that  the  honor  of  returning  to  England  by  Extract  of  a letter  from  Rome,  it.ited  Jane  20. 
the  north,  shall  not  fall  upon  this  enterprising  and  «A  tragic  event  lately  occurred  at  Canino/and 
accomplished  officer.  jg  yje  subject  of  general  c:  n in  this  capi- 

The  next  branch  of  our  subject — and  it  is  one  tal.  The  name  of  Bonaparte  has  given  to  it  an  in- 
which  every  Englishman  may  be  proud  to  notice — creased  interest,  and  excited  public  curiosity  to  an 
is  the  departure  of  the  expedition  in  search  of  the  unusual  degree:  but  as  yet  it  is  difficult  to’  ascer- 
missing  w’halers.  Alarm  had  begun  to  be  felt  so  ; tain  the  causes  w hich  led  to  this  singular  ail'air.  or 
early  as  the  beginning  of  last  winter,  w'hen  the  come  to  a correct  conclusion  upon  the  whole  of  the 
eleven  ships,  which  had  been  observed,  to  be  beset  I circumstances, 
in  the  ice,  did  not  return  at  the  usual  period.  About 
the  month  of  November  the  cries  of  th 
relatives  of  the  unfortunate  mariners  found  their 


D.  Pierre  Napoleon  and  D.  Antoine  Lueien, 
ne  friends  and  sons  0p  prjnce  Lueien  Bonaparte,  have  been  resid- 
fr,nn‘1  jng  for  the  last  fi?w  years  at  Canino,  a country 


way  to  the  public  ear,  and  on  the  4th  of  December  j mansion  situated  in  the  pontifical 


a memorial  from  a number  of  merchants  and  gen- 
tlemen of  Hull  was  addressed  to  the  admiralty.  It 


date 


Their 


taste  for  hunting  and  field  sports,  and  the  necessity 
of  being  constantly  armed,  so  as  to  protect  them- 


was  a touching  appeal,  and  stated  that  although  the  selves  gt)m  t|le  attacks  of  robbers,  so  frequent  in 
ships  were  supplied  with  provisions  beyond  wffiat  - 
was  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  the  voyage,  “yet 
they  were  not  sufficiently  provided  with  the  means 
of  supporting  life  through  t ho  severities  of  an  Arctic 
winter,  particularly  as  the  crews  of  twTo  wrecked 
vessels  are  added  to  their  original  number,”  and  the 
memorialists  feared  that  the  crewrs,  amounting  al- 
together to  upwards  of  600  souls,  would  be  exposed 
to  “dreadful  sufferings.”  It  goes  on  to  suggest  that 
a ship  might  he  sent  to  open  a communication  with 
them  “over  the  ice,”  and  to  pray  for  the  assistance 
of  the  government. 

The  admiralty,  in  reply,  expressed  regret  for  the 
unfortunate  situation  of  the  crews, but  did  not  think 
it  possible  to  afford  them  the  required  assistance. 


this  country',  had  accustomed  them  never  to  leave 
their  house  without  some  fire-arms  or  other  means 
of  defence,  and  which  every  Roman  prince  has  a 
right  to  carry'.  This  habit,  which  no  doubt  in 
other  respects  appeared  rather  singular,  soon  gave 
rise  to  certain  reports,  which  were  taken  advantage 
of  in  order  to  excite  feelings  of  disquietude  in  the 
mind  of  the  pope,  as  to  their  residence  in  his  states, 
and  to  obtain  a decree  of  exile  agaiust  these  young 
princes. 

“His  holiness’s  determination  was  already  known 
to  them;  they'  had  been  promised  passports,  aim 
were  actually'  preparing  for  their  departure  for 
America,  when  they  were  suddenly  attacked  by  a 
number  of  the  pontifical  carabineers,  without  even 


This  answer  called  forth  a yet  more  urgent  appeal  j,aN the  slight, ‘*t  notice  of  an  intention 


from  the  merchants,  saying  that  the  opinion  of  the 
oldest  and  most  experienced  masters  of  whale  ships 
induced  them  to  entertain  hopes;  and,  moreover, 
intimating  that,  should  the  government  decline  to 
enterfere,  they,  the  memorialists,  would  feel  it  their 
duty  to  make  the  attempt.  The  petition  was  back- 
ed by  a letter,  published  in  the  newspapers,  from 
capt.  Humphreys,  the  deliverer  of  Ross,  calling 
loudly  on  the  Christian  love  and  disinterested  be- 
nevolence of  his  fellow  countrymen  to  “disregard 
all  fears  of  probability,”  and  at  least  to  make  the 
effort. 

This  was  more  than  enough — a ship,  the  Cove, 
was  fitted  out  by  national  subscription,  the  Trinity 
house  of  Hull  voting  £1,000.  The  government 
readily  consented  to  officer  and  man  her — volun- 
teers from  all  quarters  presented  themselves — and 
capt.  James  Ross,  having  been  first  in  the  field, 
was  selected  to  command;  though  captain  Back 
was  ready,  in  the  cause  of  humanity,  to  lay  aside 
the  enjoyment  of  a repose  which  he  had  devoted 
to  recording  his  adventures — a task  at  once  honor- 
able and  profitable — and  again  to  brave  the  dangers 
of  the  north. 

In  a very  short  space  of  time  his  majesty’s  ship 
Cove  reached  the  Orkneys — on  the  13th  of  January, 
the  very’depth  of  winter— she  quitted  Stromnoss 
to  search  for  our  unhappy  countrymen,  regardless 
of  the  severity  of  the  late  season,  and  of  the  storms 
that  met  her  at  the  outset  of  her- chivalrous  attempt, 
and  not  withstanding  she  was  once  driven  back  with 
the  loss  of  her  bowsprit,  before  the  fury  of  an  Arc- 
tic hurricao 


to  arrest  them!  The  two  brothers  were  not  toge- 
ther at  the  moment.  The  eld»st.  D.  Pierre,  was 
walking  quietly  in  the  public  square  with  the  offi- 
cer of  the  carabineers;  he  was  the  first  object  of  at- 
tack. Finding  himself  suddenly  seized  by  several 
men,  who  did  not  even  state  their  real  intentions, 
and  naturally  supposing  that  they  came  to  take 
away  his  life,  he  defended  himself  most  courage- 
ously. In  an  instant,  however,  he  was  surrounded 
by  thirty  or  forty  carabineers,  who  rushed  from  an 
adjoining  house,  and  commenced  ‘firing  pistols  and 
dealing  out  bayonet  wounds  right  and  left.’  In  the 
encounter  the  officer  of  carabineers  was  killed,  and 
a quartermaster  dangerously  wounded.  1 oung  D. 
•Pierre  (Napoleon)  fell,  in  consequence  of  his  feet 
getting  entangled  in  Iris  spurs,  and  whilst  on  the 
ground  received  several  musket  shots,  by  one  of 
which  he  was  wounded  in  the  head,  and  by  another 
in  the  leg.  Finding  himself  thus  placed  beyond 
the  possibility  of  defending  himself,  his  assailants 
rushed  upon  Iris  brother  (D.  Lueien  Bonaparte), 
who  on  hearing  the  report  of  guns  ran  down  stairs. 
The  first  carabineer  who  advanced  fired  a pistol  at 
him,  upon  which  D.  Lueien  seized  a towling- 
piece;  several  muskets  were  then  discharged  at 
him,  but  none  took  effect,  and  he  was  also  success- 
ful in  parrying  off  the  bayonets  which  were  turned 
against  him,  but  not  without  receiving  some  slight 
wounds  in  the  hands.  He  then  assumed  a most  de- 
termined aspect  and  succeeded,  without  firing  a 
single  shot  from  his  gun,  in  keeping  the  carabi- 
neers at  bay;  the  latter,  awed  by  his  bravery  and 
I sang  froid,  thought  it  prudent  to  retire  and  leave 
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him  in  quiet  possession  of  his  house.  They,  how- 
ever, returned  to  D.  Pierre  Napoleon,  bound  him 
hand  and  foot,  and  conducted  him  to  Rome,  where 
he  was  incarcerated  in  the  castle  of  St.  Angelo  un- 
der a strict  guard.  D.  Antoine  Bonaparte,  the 
other  brother,  has,  it  is  said,  succeeded  in  making 
his  escape,  and  has  embarked  for  America. 

“The  question  now  is,  why,  at  the  moment  that 
their  passports  were  being  made  out,  the  authori- 
ties decided  upon  arresting  them?  Why  was  this 
order  given?  What  was  its  object,  or  under  what 
influence  wasit  granted?  Is  it  even  certain  that 
this  order  emanated  from  the  pope?  These  inter- 
rogatories can  only  be  answered  by  the  proceed- 
ings which  are  about  to  take  place,  on  the  one  part 
against  D.  Pierre  Napoleon,  and  on  the  other 
against  the  carabineers,  and  instituted  by  the  rela- 
tions and  friends  of  the  young  princes.  As  yet  the 
suppositions  and  reports  upon  this  subject  are 
vague  and  uncertain. 

“The  public  take  a great  interest  in  the  trial  of 
D.  Pierre  Napoleon,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  fear 
of  his  condemnation.  The  state  prosecutor  will 
endeavor  to  prove  that  it  was  D.  Pierre  who  killed 
the  officer  of  carabineers;  but  up  to  the  present 
moment  the  various  inquiries,  investigations  and 
depositions  tend,  on  the  contrary,  to  show  that  the 
officer  in  question  fell  from  the  musket  shot  of  one 
of  his  own  men.  The  mass  of  evidence  is  entirely 
in  favor  of  the  two  young  princes,  apd  the  anxiety 
which  the  inhabitants  of  Canino  evince  in  coming 
forward  to  support  their  justification  fully  proves 
that  they  possessed  the  talent  of  making  themselves 
beloved.” 


RESIGNATION  OF  JUDGE  SAVAGE. 

At  a meeting  of  the  court  for  the  correction  of 
errors,  holden  in  New  York,  on  Thursday  the  18th 
ult.  the  following  communication  was  received 
from  chief  justice  Savage. 

Albany,  August  12,  1836. 

To  the  pres’t  of  the  court  for  the  correction  of  errors. 

Dear  sir:  Having  been  for  a number  of  years  a 
member  of  the  court  for  the  correction  of  errors, 
and  present  at  the  commencement  of  its  sessions,  it 
seems  to  me  proper  that  the  reason  of  my  present 
absence  should  be  known.  I beg  leave  therefore, 
through  you,  to  present  to  the  court  over  which  you 
reside,  the  enclosed  copy  of  a communication  made 
y me  to  the  governor  on  the  30th  of  July  last. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
ob’tserv’t,  JOHN  SAVAGE. 

The  hon.  John  Tracy,  president,  §c. 

COPY. 

Albany,  July  30,  1836. 

Dear  sir:  I inclose  my  resignation  of  the  office 
of  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court. 

Enough — perhaps  more  than  enough,  of  official 
life  has  fallen  to  my  lot — certainly  as  much  as  could 
reasonably  have  been  desired. 

My  present  office  was  given  unsolicited.  Under 
a due  sense  of  the  honor  conferred,  it  was  grateful- 
ly accepted.  It  is  now  cheerfully  resigned. 

In  tendering  my  resignation  at  this  time,  I have 
been  influenced  by  two  considerations.  The  first 
is,  the  business  of  the  court  is  closed  up  about  as 
perfectly  as  it  ever  can  be.  All  the  causes  argued 
and  submitted  previous  to  the  last  term,  have  been 
examined  and  discussed,  and  all  decided  except  a 
few  in  which  a farther  examination  became  neces- 
sary. The  business  of  the  last  term  is  in  as  great 
a state  of  forwardness  as  is  practicable.  The  un- 
finished business  of  the  court  will  therefore  not  ma- 
terially increase  the  labors  of  the  remaining  judges 
in  consequence  of  my  retirement. 

The  second  consideration  is,  that  as  the  senators 
will  convene  in  a few  days  as  a court  for  the  cor- 
rection of  errors,  the  vacancy  may  be  speedily  filled. 

I am,  with  great  respect,  your  excellency’s  obe- 
dient servant,  JOHN  SAVAGE. 

His  excellency  gov.  Marcy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted: 

This  court  entertaining  the  highest  estimation  of 
the  learning,  judicial  talents,  personal  virtue  and 
official  services  of  the  hon.  John  Savage,  have  re- 
ceived with  sincere  regret  his  communication  of  the 
12th  inst.  announcing  his  resignation  of  the  office 
of  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  this  state. 

Resolved,  That  in  retiring  from  the  station  which 
he  has  for  many  years  filled  with  signal  benefit  to 
the  public,  and  to  his  own  great  honor,  he  carries 
with  him  the  affectionate  esteem  and  respect  of 
every  member  of  this  court,  and  the  grateful  recol- 
lections of  the  people  of  this  state. 

Resolved,  That  the  aforesaid  communication  be 
entered  on  the  minutes  of  this  court,  and  that  the 
clerk  communicate  to  the  hon.  John  Savage  a copy 
of  the  foregoing  resolutions. 


VISIT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  U. 

STATES. 

From  the  Jonesborough  ( Tenn.)  Sentinel. 

At  an  early  hour  on  Monday  morning,  the  vari- 
ous roads  leading  into  town  were  thronged  with 
people  on  horseback,  and  the  favorable  indications 
of  a fine  day  gave  promise  of  an  unusually  large 
concourse  of  citizens  from  the  neighboring  towns 
and  country.  At  eight  o’clock,  a very  large  party 
of  gentlemen,  mounted  upon  fine  horses,  and  ar- 
ranged in  military  order  by  col.  Willet  (marshal  of 
the  day)  and  his  assistants,  left  town  to  meet  the 
president,  having  learned  that  he  had  sojourned  the 
night  previous  with  his  old  friend,  Mr.  Gammon  of 
Sullivan  county,  and  would  start  for  Jonesborough 
after  breakfast.  At  the  distance  of  seven  or  eight 
miles  from  the  town,  the  procession  met  the  presi- 
dent, accompanied  by  the  secretary,  (major  Donel- 
son),  and  a number  of  the  citizens  of  Blountville 
and  vicinity.  He  was  on  horseback  and  seemed  in 
fine  health  and  spirits.  The  horsemen  took  open 
order  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  road,  and  when 
the  president  had  reached  the  most  central  position, 
Mr.  Kennedy  advanced  towards  him,  and  in  con- 
formity with  the  appointment  by  the  meeting  of 
Saturday,  delivered  to  him  a brief,  but'  feeling  and 
eloquent  address,  of  which  we  have  been  politely 
furnished  with  the  following  sketch: 

“Gen.  Andrew  Jackson,  president  of  the  U.  States: 

“Sir:  On  behalf  of  many  of  the  citizens  of  Wash- 
ington county,  I have  been  deputed  to  meet  you  at 
this  place  and  give  you  a hearty  welcome  during 
the  short  sojourn  you  may  make  on  your  way  to 
to  tie  Hermitage.  I should  not  execute  this  com- 
mission acceptably  to  the  great  body  of  the  people, 
or  correspondent  with  my  own  judgment  and  feel- 
ings, were  I to  omit  to  state,  that  as  we  were 
amongst  the  first  to  invite  you  to  become  a candi- 
date lor  the  presidency,  so  from  the  commencement 
to  the  present,  we  have  been  the  constant  suppor- 
ters of  your  administration;  an  administration  which, 
we  are  proud  to  acknowledge,  has  been  prompted 
by  enlightened  wisdom  and  patriotism,  and  which, 
in  our  history,  will  be  distinguished  for  the  benefits 
it  has  conferred  on  our  beloved  country. 

“When  you  were  inaugurated,  our  foreign  rela- 
tions were  in  a most  perplexed  condition.  The 
commercial  countries  of  Europe  had  committed  de- 
predations on  our  commerce,  in  violation  of  the 
laws  of  nations,  and  had,  by  one  pretext  or  other, 
withheld  indemnification;  and  it  became  your  ardu- 
ous duty,  through  the  instrumentality  of  judicious 
treaties,  to  re-establish  the  harmony  which  had 
been  interrupted  between  our  own  government  and 
several  of  the  European  powers,  and  thereby  ob- 
tain that  justice  which  before  that  time  had  been 
withheld.  We  rejoice  that  we  have  lived  to  see 
these  difficulties  adjusted  under— your  administra- 
tion. 

“At  home  we  had  a large  amount  of  national 
debt  to  pay,  which  is  now  discharged.  Intestine 
dissensions  were  subdued  by  your  patriotic  mea- 
sures, and  that  hydra  to  civil  liberty,  in  the  form 
of  a bank  of  the  United  States,  with  its  hundred 
millions  of  bank  paper,  and  its  consequently  cor- 
rupting influence,  has  been  crushed,  and  we  trust 
forever,  by  the  wise  and  energetic  measures  that 
you  have  employed  against  it.  We  have  heard  it 
again  and  again  stated,  that  a certain  Mr.  Whitney 
had  by  some  means  or  other,  obtained  the  command 
of  some  of  the  funds  of  the  treasury  without  law, 
and  against  the  plain  rules  of  common  honesty — 
this  we  cannot  credit,  and  we  claim  it  as  due  to 
your  friends  to  know  whether  it  is  true  or  other- 
wise. 

“We  have  now’  the  happiness  to  meet  you,  under 
circumstances  the  most  grateful  to  our  feelings, 
whether  in  reference  to  an  overflowing  treasury  and 
the  peace  and  prosperity  that  prevail  throughout 
our  widely  extended  country,  or  in  reference  to  that 
peculiar  affection  which  has  been  entertained  by 
the  people  of  this  country  for  you,  for  nearly  half  a 
century.  If  your  patriotic  services  and  sacrifices, 
through  a long  and  eventful  life,  could  cease  to  be 
felt  elsewhere  as  having  conferred  singular  benefits 
upon  your  country,  they  never  can  be  forgotten  in 
the  county  of  Washington,  where  you  first  become 
a resident  of  the  state,  and,  with  manv  of  our  fore- 
fathers, one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Tennessee. 

“It  can  be  hardly  necessary  to  state,  that  as  we 
have,  when  fairly  represented,  unflinchingly  stood 
by  you  heretofore,  we  shall  hereafter  be  found,  so 
far  as  we  are  concerned,  among  your  steady  sup- 
porters during  the  remainder  of  your  administra- 
tion, of  such  measures  as  shall  redound  to  the  per- 
manent welfare  of  our  country,  and  your  individual 
fame.” 

The  president’s  reply  was  as  follows: 

“Sir:  The  cheering  welcome  given  me  on  this 
occasion  by  the  citizens  of  Jonesborough  and  its  j 


vicinity,  is  received  with  feelings  of  the  deepest 
sensibility.  Accompanied  as  it  has  been  by  the 
sentiments  you  have  just  declared  it  excites  reflec- 
tions in  my  bosom  which  I fear  any  language  which 
I can  employ  will  but  inadequately  express.  For- 
ty-eight years  have  passed  away  since  I first  came 
to  this  happy  land.  Forty  years  ago,  I was  its 
sole  representative  in  congress;  ana  now  to  learn 
through  the  many  political  tests  to  which  my  life 
has  been  since  subjected,  there  has  been  no  change 
in  the  confidence  and  partiality  which  its  inhabi- 
tants so  early  and  so  generously  bestowed  upon  me, 
is  an  honor  which  fills  my  heart  with  emotions  of 
gratitude  and  thankfulness  to  that  Providence  in 
whose  hands  are  the  destinies  of  us  all.  Allow  me, 
to  assure  you,  sir,  that  at  no  former  period  have  I 
been  so  deeply  penetrated  by  the  sense  of  my  obli- 
gations to  the  country,  in  whose  service  I have 
spent  a great  portion  of  my  life,  and  witnessed  the 
most  of  those  political  events  which  have  influ- 
enced its  prosperity. 

“Taking  my  views  of  public  duty  from  the  school 
of  the  revolution,  by  which  we  achieved  our  liber- 
ties, I have  endeavored  to  follow  the  lights  afforded 
by  the  examples  of  the  patriots  who  founded  and 
who  reformed  our  system  of  government.  If  I 
have  been  so  far  successful  as  to  have  done  nothing 
to  impair  their  sacred  work,  and  shall  leave,  at  the 
close  of  my  administration,  our  country  and  its  free 
institutions  in  the  happy  state  you  have  described, 
I shall  feel  myself  fortunate  far  beyond  my  merits. 
The  applause  you  have  bestowed  upon  me  will  be 
due  to  the  people  whose  firmness,  intelligence  and 
virtue,  have  upheld  and  stimulated  my  exertions. 

“You  have  done  me  but  justice,  sir,  in  refusing 
to  credit  the  declarations  which  have  been  made  re- 
specting the  agency  ascribed  to  Mr.  Whitney  in  the 
management  and  possession  of  the  public  funds. 
These  declarations  have  been  contradicted  by  fre- 
quent official  reports,  and  are  known  to  be  false  by 
any  one  at  all  conversant  with  the  proceedings  of 
the  session  of  congress  which  has  just  closed.  The 
rumors  which  have  prevailed  on  the  subject  are  like 
many  other  fabrications  which  have  been  put  afloat 
with  the  view  of  prejudicing  the  republican  cause, 
and  slandering  the  character  of  those  who  have 
been  bold  enough  to  expose  the  corruptions  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States. 

“I  beg  leave  to' repeat  my  hearty  thanks  for  the 
cordial  reception  given  me  by  the  citizens  of  Wash- 
ington, and  to  assure  them  that  I meet  them  as  an 
old  friend,  identified  with  all  their  fortunes  by  the 
most  sacred  of  ties.” 

After  this  ceremony,  the  president  rode  forward 
to  the  right  of  the  corps  of  escort,  when  the  latter 
formed  in  the  rear,  and  the  procession  in  this  order 
moved  onward  to  the  town.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
number  of  people  in  the  streets  swelled  to  a vast 
throng — all  glowing  with  impatience  to  welcome 
the  immortal  Jackson.  A well  arranged  align- 
ment on  foot  was  formed  from  the  entrance  of  the 
Blountville  road  as  far  down  the  street  as  the  post 
office,  and  as  the  president  and  escort  approached, 
the  “sjiirit-stirring  drum  and  fife”  announced  the 
gratifying  fact.  Every  head  was  uncovered — eve- 
ry heart  spoke  out  its  grateful  welcome,  as  the  ve- 
nerable man  passed  in  front  of  the  line  of  citizens. 
At  Dr.  Chester’s  hotel,  the  escorting  procession 
halted,  and  the  president  was  conducted  in  by  his 
friends.  The  indications  of  the  popular  feeling  at 
this  moment,  were  imposingly  affecting.  The  mois- 
tened eyes  of  the  old  men  told,  in  voiceless  elo- 
quence, of  a deep  emotion — and  the  flush  of  satis- 
faction plainly  perceptible  in  the  faces  of  the  throng 
that  surrounded  the  hotel;  the  heart  dictated  ex- 
pressions, from  hundreds,  of  love  for  the  “old 
chief” — all  found  a sympathetic  response  in  every 
generous  bosom.  Shortly  afterward,  the  president 
appeared  on  the  porch  in  front  of  the  hotel,  and  the 
multitude  advanced,  in  good  order  to  enjoy  a “hear- 
ty shake  of  the  hand”  with  their  excellent,  age- 
worn  friend  and  fellow  citizen. 


JOHN  BELL,  ESQ.  OF  TENNESSEE. 

The  following  correspondence  between  Mr.  Bell 
and  a committe  of  his  constituents,  is  published  in 
the  Nashville  papers. 

Davidson  county,  August  13,  1836. 

Sir:  Since  the  first  existence  of  the  political  re- 
lations which  you  have  borne,  for  several  years,  to 
your  constituents,  they  have  attentively  marked 
your  official  conduct.  The  scrutiny  has  satisfied 
them  that  a genuine  devotion  to  the  interests  of 
your  country  has  been  the  governing  motive  of 
your  public  life.  Of  this  conviction  they  have,  at 
the  ballot  box,  by  unanimous  re-elections,  repeated- 
ly given  to  you  and  to  the  world  the  ordinaiy  evi- 
dence. Yet,  having  for  the  last  eighteen  months, 
witnessed  the  most  extraordinary  combination  of 
efforts  to  tarnish  your  well-earned  fame  throughout 
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atir 


»f  the 
esult- ! 


pted  alter 
it  Bntaiii. 


the  union,  and  even,  if  possible,  to  withdraw  from  I thanks,  and  making  hi- acknowledgments,  and  pay 
you  the  confidence  of  your  own  immediate  con-  ing  a compliment  to  the  young  gentleman  (Mr 
stituents,  they  feel  desirous,  alter  the  accusations  Thompson)  who  had  addressed  him: 
preferred  against  you  have  been  dispationately  ! He  spoke  of  the  surplus  in  the  trea 
heard  and  deliberately  weighed,  to  demonstrate  that  j United  States.  That  was  an  accumula 

they  are  proud  to  claim  you  as  their  representative.  ' • , — - 

Your  course  has  been  marked  by  a lofty  patriot- 
ism, which  rebukes  the  petty  schemes  and  strife 
of  a selfish  and  sordid  party  devotion.  Your  con- 
stituents feel  a pride,  congenial  with  the  elevated 

chivalry'  and  republican  independence  which  have  ! had  paid  off  the  national  debt,  eminently  c min- 
ever characterized  the  people  of  Tennessee,  that,  buted  to  the  present  prosperity  of  the  country,  and 
while  some  of  your  competitors  in  the  contention  was  the  main  cause  of  the  vast  surplus  which  had 
for  political  honors  have  contented  themselves  to  recently  engaged  the  deliberations  of  congre  s.  It 
seek  distinction  by  fidelity  to  party  organization  j was  a system  which  had  been  indispensable  ‘o  the 
and  party  plots,  their  representative  has  worshipped  larger  part  of  the  union,  and  furnished  a grow  ing 
alone  at  the  shrine  of  his  country’s  glory  and  pros-  home  market,  for  the  great  staple  of  the  residue. 


ing  mainly  from  the  protecting  policy,  a 
the  termination  of  the  late  war  witH  Gre 
That  system — too  much  abused  and  misrepresent- 
ed— too  little  understood — beneficial,  as  he  verily 
believed,  to  all  parts  of  the  union,  injurious  tom 


Mr.  Grundr,  anc 
o evaporate  the  si 
, under  the  bom 
all.  There  stoex 
Benton)  with  his 
n arms,  armories, 


ther  of  the  six,  with  hi*  prr> 
irphit  in  locomotive*  on  ml 
administration  of  Amu* 
I the  senator  from  Missoon 
projects  to  exhaust  the  sur- 
standing  armies  and  fortifi- 


( col. 
plus 

cations,  the  latter  planted  on  the  const  so  thick  that, 
as  was  justly  remarked  bv  his  colleague  (Mr.  Crit- 
tenden), you  would  never  he  oat  of  hearing  of  a can- 
non from  the  bar  of  Passamaquoddy  to  the  BaJixe. 


There 
U'aike 
a leadi 


the 


stood 

r),  not  exai 
■r,  with  his 


yr  from  Missi 
ider  but  a car 
, which  aim* 


inv  surplu 
of  the  public  lane 
riod  when  the 
■ that  th 


perity. 

Boast  who  may  fealty  to  a party,  your  constitu- 
ents pride  themselves  on  your  fidelity  to  your  coun- 
try. 

The  undersigned,  who  act  with  the  consent  of  a 
large  portion  of  those  constituents,  do,  therefore, 
invite  you  to  accept,  at  such  time  as  may  be  con- 
venient to  you,  of  a dinner,  which  they  propose  to 
give  you  at  Pleasant  Grove  Seminary',  as  a testimo- 
nial of  their  unshaken  confidence  in  your  political  I dinary  wants  of  government, 
integrity  and  talents,  and  as  a token  of  their  entire  ’ ’ ' ’ 

approval  of  your  past  conduct. 

Respectfully,  your  friends  and  fellow  citizens, 

William  Vaulx,  William  Murphy, 

John  J.  Gowen,  Hebert  Towns, 

John  K.  Buchannon,  Thomas  S.  King, 

William  Simms, 

Thomas  Rutherford, 

Charles  Hays. 


absorbing  at  this  time  about  one-sixth  part  of  the 
annual  product. 

When  he  was  last  elected  to  the  senate  of  the 
United  States,  he  saw  the  necessity  of  providing, 
in  season,  for  a just  disposition  of  the  surnlus, 
which  it  was  then  evident,  the  tariff  would  accu- 
mulate. Its  friends  had  predicted  that  result,  whilst 
its  foes  had  foretold  that  it  would  give  rise  to  a ne- 
cessity to  resort  to  direct  taxation  to  supply  the  or- 
The  remedy  for  the 


ppi.  i Mr. 
date  to  be 
rather  to 
hereafter, 
to  • mere 
unexampled 
price  is  not  too 


prevei 

dv  reducing  the  pri 
nominal  sum,  at  a pen 
amount  sold  demonstrat* 
high. 

It  was  impossible  to  contemplate  this  woe  -trick- 
en  group  of  leading  senators,  w ithout  mixed  feel- 
ings of  pity  and  ridicule,  the  latter  how  ever  greatly 
predominating.  They  stood  alone  with  their  glory. 
Their  followers  had  ail  left  them,  to  follow  the  pet>- 
ple,  who  demanded  the  distribution.  They  remind- 
ed him  of  an  anecdote  which  he  had  heard  during 
the  presidential  contest  between  Mr.  Adams  and 
general  Jackson;  and,  perhaps  not  in  the  most  com- 


Samuel  J.  Carter, 
Richard  H.  Barry, 
Blackman  Hays, 
Hon.  John  Bell. 


Nashville,  August  14,  1836. 

Gentlemen:  I have  had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  inviting  me  to  par- 
take of  a dinner  at  Pleasant  Grove  Seminary,  at 
such  time  as  may  be  convenient  to  me. 

This  invitation  you  state,  is  given  with  the  con- 
sent of  a large  portion  of  those  constituents,  as  a 
testimonial  of  their  unshaken  confidence  in  my  po- 
litical integrity,  and  their  entire  approval  of  my 
past  conduct. 

You  have  been  pleased  to  accompany  your  invi- 
tation witli  many  other  expressions  of  approbation 
and  kindness,  which,  under  recent  and  existing  cir- 
cumstances, are  particularly  grateful  to  my  feel- 
ings, and  will'  be  long  cherished  and  remembered 
with  the  profoundest  gratitude  and  attachment  to 
the  authors.  The  conduct  of  eveiy  public  man, 
whatever  may  be  the  purity  and  singleness  of  his 
intentions,  is  necessarily  exposed  to  much  miscon- 
struction, even  on  the  part  of  friends,  and  very 
often  of  successful  misrepresentation  by  opponents 
and  enemies.  To  be  assured,  after  every  effort  of 
an  interested  and  resentful  opposition  to  abuse  and 
mislead  the  public  mind,  in  relation  to  my  public 
conduct,  has  been  exhausted,  that  my  immediate 
constituents  and  countrymen — those  who  have  at- 
tentively marked  my  course — are  satisfied  that  a. 
sincere  devotion  to  the  interests  of  my  country  has 
been  the  governing  motive  of  my  public  life,  affords 
lne  the  highest  and  proudest  gratification.  To  merit 
such  approval  has  been  the  chief  object  of  my  am- 
bition; and  to  receive  the  evidence  of  it,  I esteem 
the  greatest  good  fortune. 

T accept,  with  pleasure,  the  invitation  given  to 
me  under  circumstances  so  gratifying;  and,  as  I am 
informed  that  Thursday,  the  1st  day  of  September, 
will  be  the  most  agreeable  to  you,  I can  only  say 
that  it  will  be  entirely  convenient  to  me  to  partake 
with  you  of  the  proposed  dinner  on  that  day. 

I am,  gentlemen,  with  sentiments  of  the  highest 
esteem  and  respect,  your  obedient  servant  and  fel- 
low citizen,  JOHN  BELL. 

To  Messrs.  Wm.  Vaulx,  John  J.  Gowen,  John  K. 

Buchannon,  Samuel  J.  Carter,  Richard  Barry,  fyc. 

MR.  CLAY’S  SPEECH, 

At  the  public  dinner  given  to  him  on  his  return  to 

Kentucky,  by  the  citizens  of  Woodford  county. 

Mr.  Ci.ay  rose  to  address  the  company,  but  was 
so  overpowered  by  the  allusion  to  the  remains  of 
his  mother  being  buried  in  Woodford,  and  probably 
by  his  recent  heavy  atllictions  in  the  death  of  a be- 
loved daughter,  and  his  only  sister,  that  lie  resumed 
his  seat  for  a short  time,  when  he  proceeded.  He 
spoke  about  two  hours,  in  his  accustomed  manner, 
fervent,  solemn,  sometimes  pathetic,  sometimes 
playful,  convulsing  his  audience  with  laughter. 
He  touched  a great  variety  of  topics,  and  his  speech 
abounded  in  interesting  matter.  We  regret  that  we 
cannot  even  attempt  to  report  it,  and  he  has  posi- 
tively but  respectfully  declined  writing  it  out.  We 
can  do  no  more  than  present  a sketch  of  some  of 
the  most  prominent  topics.  After  returning  his 


surplus  which  occurred  to  him  was  the  land  bill,  miserating  spirit,  he  could  not  re>M  tin-  ti  • ; taiion 

at  it  here. 


He  had  every  right  to  suppose  that  the  president  to  tell  it  to  the  senate.  He  would  repea 
would  approve  it,  because  it  was  substantially  in  j Whilst  that  contest  was  in  progress,  a convention  had 

promote  the  election  of 
t arrived 

being  near  where  they  met. 


conformity  with  his  own  recommendations.  But  | assembled  in  Baltimore  t 
instead  of  giving  it  his  sanction,  he,  in  an  unprece- 1 Mr.  Adams.  A raw  Irishman,  who  had 
dented  and  unconstitutional  manner,  pocketed  the  ] in  the  United  States 
bill,  thereby  depriving  congress  of  an  opportunity  expressed  a wish  to  go  in.  • what  sort  of  look* 

: *■  He  accordingly 

and  on  coming 
ipearance,  he 


persons  the  members  were. 


to  pass  it  against  his  veto.  Had  that  bill  then  pass- 1 
ed,  there  would  have  been  no  surplus  at  the  last  went  in  and  remained  some  time 
session  to  squabble  about,  as  it  would  have  previ-  out,  being  asked  how  he  liked  the 


ously  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  several  states, ! said,  by  jasus  they  are  a set  of  very  Jacci.t 
and  been  applied  to  local  beneficial  objects.  At  the  gentlemen,  what  a pity  it  is  that  they  1 


applied 

last  session,  the  land  bill  again  passed  the  senate. ; some  constituent 
and  was  transmitted  to  the  house  of  representatives. 


looking 
have  not 


Now,  he  could  agree  with  the 
Irishman,  in  bestowing  the  compliment  upon  the 


There  every  means  was  resorted  to,  by  the  domi- 1 personal  appearance  of  the  senators  referred  to.  but 
nant  party,  to  evade  a direct  vote,  which  they  were  lie  entirely  concurred  in  thinking  that  they  had  no 


afraid  to  encounter.  Weeks  passed  away  in  con-  J followers  nor  constituents  in  votini 
troversies  as  to  what  committee  it  should  be  refer- 1 posite  bill, 
red,  whether  it  should  be  laid  on  the  table,  &c. 


against  the  de- 


It  was  repeatedly  denied  by  one  of  those  Raders, 


The  dominant  party  were  desirous  to  place  it  in  during  the  session,  that  there  would  be  any  surplus, 
the  hands  of  some  committee,  adverse  to  its  provi-  | But  since  its  close,  in  an  official  document  publish- 


sions,  that  would  smother  it.  They  were  desirous 
to  spare  the  president  the  responsibility  of  again  | treasury  admits  that  the  surplus  on  the 
vetoing  it,  and  yet  they  had  not  the  moral  courage  nuary  next,  will  exceed  tw  i-My-s.n  , :i 
to  meet  the  bill  by  a direct  vote.  They  knew  that 
the  people  rtemnndod  th©  passage  of  the  bill,  and 
between  their  subserviency  to  the  president,  and 
their  apprehensions  of  the  people,  they  found  them- 
selves unable  to  settle  the  preliminary  point  of  a 
mere  reference  of  the  bill! 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  deposit  hill  was 
taken  up.  He  (Mr.  Clay)  gave  it  his  cordial  sup- 
port. He  saw  in  it  the  same  principles,  substan- 
tially, as  those  contained  in  the  land  bill.  Both 
bills  were  in  fact  bills  for  the  distribution  of  the  sur- 
plus: for  although  one  was  called  a deposit  bill,  and 
contained  a provision  for  the  return  of  the  money 
from  the  states  to  the  general  treasury,  he  did  not 
believe  that  a single  member  of  either  house  ima- 
gined that  a dollar  would  ever  be  recalled.  The 
two  bills  agreed  as  to  the  amount  which  would  be 
respectively  distributed  by  them.  They  differed  as 
to  their  duration;  but,  then,  approved  as  the  prin- 
ciple of  distribution  was  by  the  public  voice,  he  had 
not  a doubt  that  the  land  bill  or  another  deposit  bill 
would  hereafter  pass.  They  differed  as  to  the 
amount  which  the  new  states  would  receive.  They 
were  entitled  to  ten  per  cent,  more  under  the  land 
bill  than  under  the  deposite  bill;  but  this  difference 
was  a just  punishment  of  those  members  from  the 
new  states  who  opposed  the  land  bill.  The  land 
bill  passed  the  deposite  bill;  tor  those  who  eluded 
voting  directly  on  the  land  bill,  were  afraid  to  de- 
feat both,  and  therefore  voted  for  the  deposite  bill. 

To  prevent  a veto,  an  amendment  in  the  house  ot 
representatives  was  introduced  and  passed,  with 
the  co-operation  of  the  president,  which  did  not  va- 
ry, in  the  slightest  degree,  the  principle  ol  the  bill. 

To  this  amendment  he  had  readily  assented;  for  he 
thought  it  of  more  importance  to  the  country  that 
the  bill  should  certainly  pass  by  general  consent, 
than  it  was  to  gain  a triumph  over  the  president  by 
having  his  veto  vetoed. 

Six  senators  only,  embracing  most  ol  the  admi- 
nistration leaders,  voted  against  the  deposite  bill.  1 1 
was  amusing  to  witness  their  long  faces  and  awk- 
ward predicaments.  There  stood  Mr.  Wright,  one 
of  them,  with  his  project  to  dispose  of  the  whole 
surplus  by  an  investment  of  it  in  the  debt  of  a few 
states  which  had  issued  stock.  This  would  have 
conferred  no  benefit  upon  the  states  generally,  and 
would  have  tended  to  aggrandize  two  or  three  states 
only  (his  own  among  them)  or  the  foreign  stock- 
holders of  the  debt  created  by  those  states.  There 


ed  by  the  order  of  congress,  the  secretary  of  the 
surplus  on  the  1st  of  Ja- 
millions  of 

dollars.  It  ought  to  bo  near  forty-six  millions,  if 
the  amount  due  from  the  old  bank  of  the  United 
States  is  brought,  as  it  may  be  brought,  into  the  di- 
visible fund.  But  supposing  it  only  twenty-seven 
millions,  the  proportion  of  Kentucky  will  be  about 
one  million  and  a half. 

Mr.  Clay  proceeded  to  speak  of  the  constnnt  tam- 
pering with  the  currency  which  marked  the  conduct 
of  this  administration.  One  rash,  lawless  and  crude 
experiment  succeeds  another.  He  considered  the 
late  treasury  order,  by  which  all  payments  for  pub- 
lic lands  were  to  be  made  in  specie,  with  one  excep- 
tion fora  short  duration,  a most  ill-advised,  illegal  and 
pernicious  measure.  In  principal  it  was  wrong;  in 
practice  it  will  favor  the  very  speculation  which  it 
professes  to  endeavor  to  suppress.  The  officer  who 
issued  it.  as  if  conscious  of  its  obnoxious  character, 
shelters  himself  behind  the  name  of  the  president. 
And  where  is  the  authority  for  such  an  enter?  If,  in 
contemplation  of  law.  payments  to  the  public  treasu- 
ry are  to  be  made  in  specie,  the  law  contemplates  all 
payments.  The  law  should  be  equal  in  its  prescrip- 
tions, equal  in  its  execution,  equal  in  its  administra- 
tion. The  distinguishing  characteristic  of  republican 
government — of  any  government  of  laws — is  the 
universality  of  their  operation,  without  favor  or  par- 
tiality, without  discrimination.  The  law  no  more 
requires  payments  for  the  public  lands  to  be  made 
in  specie,  than  payments  for  custom  house  duties. 
Both  should  be  demanded  in  specie,  or  neither. — 
Duties  could  be  paid  in  specie  without  much  incon- 
venience. as  they  are  collectable  in  cities,  where 
banks  and  specie  abound.  Lands  cannot  be  paid 
for  in  specie  without  immense  inconvenience.  Yet 
the  order  exacts  specie  for  the  lands,  and  permits 
hank  notes  to  he  received  for  duties.  The  order, 
in  effect,  requires  specie,  at  great  hazard  and  ex- 
pense. to  be  transported  from  the  Atlantic  cities 
across  the  mountains,  that  the  pleasure  may  be  en- 
joyed of  transporting  it  back  again  in  like  vehicles, 
at  similar  expense  and  hazard.  Or.  what  will  be 
still  more  injurious  to  the  western  states.it  subjects 
their  banks  to  perpetual  drafts  of  specie  to  meet  the 
wants  of  purchasers  of  the  public  domain. 

There  is  no  authority  of  law  for  the  discrimina- 
tion between  payments  for  the  public  lands,  and 
payments  for  duties.  There  is  no  authority  for  the 
geographical  discrimination  which  has  been  made 
between  the  western  states  and  the  Atlantic  states. 

If  the  president  may  enforce  the  law  upon  some, 
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and  forbear  to  enforce  it  upon  others,  according  to 
his  pleasure,  HIS  WILL,  in  effect,  becomes  the 
law,  and  the  law  has  lost  its  equal,  general  and  im- 
partial operation.  If  he  may  make  a geographical 
distinction;  if  he  may  say,  at  his  pleasure,  that  for 
some  things  specie  shall  be  paid,  and  for  others 
bank  notes,  to  the  government,  he  may  make  a per- 
sonal discrimination,  and  order  that  his  friends  may 
pay  in  bank  notes,  but  his  opponents  shall  pay  in 
specie.  In  principal  there  is  no  difference. 

The  measure  will  aid  the  very  speculation  against 
which  it  purports  to  be  levelled.  The  speculators — 
that  keen-eyed,  watchful,  sleepless  class — will  soon 
learn  and  know  well  enough  now  to  accommodate 
themselves  to  the  new  state  of  things.  They  are 
large  purchasers,  requiring  large  means,  and  they 
will  take  care  and  provide  the  requisite  masses  of 
specie.  But  on  the  small  purchasers — the  saddle- 
bags men — on  the  poor,  the  operation  of  the  mea- 
sure will  be  most  injurious.  Many  of  them  will 
hear  of  the  order  the  first  time  at  the  land  office, 
when  they  are  about  to  pay  for  the  lands  which 
they  wish  to  enter.  They  will  offer  good  eastern 
notes,  really  worth  a premium  of  from  a half  to  two 
per  cent,  at  any  land  office  in  the  United  States. 
These  notes  will  be  rejected,  perhaps,  and  the  very 
lands  which  they  wish  to  enter,  may  be  appropri- 
ated on  the  spot  by  some  speculator.  Or  the  land 
officer  will  turn  them  over  to  some  neighboring 
broker  (possibly  with  whom  he  maybe  concerned) 
to  cash  his  premium  notes  at  a discount.  Or  the 
purchaser  finding  that  his  notes  will  not  be  receiv- 
ed by  the  public,  some  speculator  present  may  of- 
fer to  take  them  and  accommodate  him  with  land 
at  an  advanced  price.  Or  the  land  officer,  knowing 
that  the  notes  are  really  worth  more  than  the  specie, 
if  the  purchaser  be  a friend  or  political  partizan, 
may  determine,  the  order  notwithstanding,  to  re- 
ceive them,  to  remit  them  to  the  eastward,  have 
them  cashed  to  his  credit,  and  pocket  the  profit. 
The  measure  is  fraught  with  abuses  of  all  kinds. 
We  shall  hear  of  the  loss  on  the  road  of  wagon  loads 
of  specie  from  the  land  offices  to  the  eastern  banks, 
never  transported;  and  the  loss  will  be  verified  with 
all  the  forms  of  complete  proof. 

But  the  president  and  secretary  had  no  right  to 
promulgate  any  such  order.  The  law  admits  of  no 
such  discrimination.  If  the  resolution  of  the  30th 
April,  1816,  continues  in  operation  (and  the  admi- 
nistration on  the  Occasion  of  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites,  and  on  the  present  occasion,  relies  upon  it  as 
in  full  force)  it  gave  the  secretary  no  such  discretion 
as  he  has  exercised.  That  resolution  required  and 
directed  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  he  might  deem  necessary,  “to  cause  as 
soon  as  may  be,  all  duties,  taxes,  debts  or  sums  of 
money,  accruing  or  becoming  payable  to  the  United 
States,  to  be  collected  and  paid  in  the  legal  currency 
of  the  United  States,  or  treasury  notes,  or  notes  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  as  by  law  provided 
and  declared,  or  in  notes  of  banks,  which  are  payable 
and  paid  on  demand,  in  the  said  legal  currency y of  the 
United  States.”*  This  resolution  was  restrictive  and 
prohibitory  upon  the  secretary  only  as  to  the  notes 
of  banks  not  redeemable  in  specie  on  demand.  As 
to  all  such  notes  he  was  forbidden  to  receive  them 
from  and  after  the  20th  day  of  February,  1817.  fis 
to  the  notes  of  banks  which  were  payable  and  paid 
on  demand  in  specie,  the  resolution  was  not  merely 
permissive.  It  was  compulsory  and  mandatory.  He 
was  bound,  and  is  yet  bound  to  receive  them,  until 
congress  interferes. 

Mr.  Clay  animadverted  upon  the  conduct  of  the 
resent  administration  towards  the  Indian  tribes.  It 
ad  been  productive  of  fraud,  violence  and  injustice. 
By  treaties  or  pretended  treaties  made  with  them, 
both  the  United  States  and  the  Indians  had  been  de- 

*The  following  is  a copy  of  the  whole  resolution 
referred  to  by  Mr.  Clay. 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be,  and  he 
hereby  is  required  and  directed  to  adopt  such  mea- 
sures as  he  may  deem  necessary,  to  cause  as  soon 
as  may  be,  all  duties,  taxes,  debts  or  sums  of  money, 
accruing  or  becoming  payable  to  the  United  States, 
to  be  collected  and  paid  in  the  legal  currency  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  as  by  law  provided  and 
declared,  or  in  notes  of  banks  which  are  payable 
and  paid  on  demand,  in  the  said  legal  currency  of 
the  United  States;  and  that,  from  and  after  the 
twentieth  day  of  February  next,  no  such  duties, 
taxes,  debts  or  sums  of  money,  accruing  or  becom- 
ing payable  to  the  United  States  as  aforesaid,  ought 
to  be  collected  or  received  otherwise  than  in  the 
legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  or  treasury 
notes  or  in  notes  of  banks  which  are  payable  and 
paid  on  demand  in  the  said  legal  currency  of  the 
United  States. 

[Approved  30th  April,  1816.] 


frauded  out  of  lands  of  immense  value, under  the 
forms  of  reservations,  which  had  gone  to  enrich  in- 
dividual speculators.  By  our  ill  treatment  of  them, 
they  are  goaded  into  acts  of  desperation;  and  then 
the  sympathies  of  the  white  people,  are  appealed  to 
on  account  of  Indian  depredations.  The  object  of 
this  policy,  is,  to  remove  them  from  one  side  of  a 
river,  where  they  are  surrounded  by  the  whites,  to 
the  other  side,  where  they  will  soon  be  again  sur- 
rounded by  the  whites.  And  before  this  process  of 
removal  is  completed,  whilst  it  is  yet  in  progress, 
the  states  in  whose  neighborhood,  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, they  are  placed,  are  calling  upon  the  ge- 
neral government  for  protection  against  the  danger 
of  Indian  hostilities.  Already  two  regiments  of 
dragoons  have  been  raised  permanently  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  at  the  last  session  a bill  passed  the  senate 
to  augment  the  standing  army  by  an  addition  of  four 
thousand  men,  and  the  chief  argument  urged  for  it, 
was  the  concentration  of  the  Indians  west  of  the 
Mississippi.  Thus  a permanent  charge  of  great 
annual  amount,  is  fastened  upon  the  country,  to 
carry  out  this  policy.  Taking  that  in  view,  the 
cost  of  Indian  treaties,  of  Indian  wars,  the  conse- 
quence of  the  policy,  and  other  expenses,  Mr.  Clay 
believed  that  the  cost  of  this  removing  policy,  would 
not  fall  much  short  of  fifty  millions  of  dollars  before 
it  was  finally  executed. 

He  spoke  of  the  Cherokee  treaty  ratified  at  the 
last  session  of  congress.  No  vote  of  the  senate, 
since  he  had  been  a member,  had  given  him  more 
pain  or  excited  more  surprise.  Gov.  Carroll  of 
Tennessee  and  parson  Schemerhorn  (a  disgrace  to 
the  pious  and  honorable  profession  of  which  he  was 
a member)  had  been  jointly  appointed  to  treat  with 
the  Cherokee  nation,  composed  according  to  a re- 
port of  the  secretary  of  war,  of  about  18,000  souls. 
Governor  Carroll  could  not  attend,  and  the  whole 
business  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  parson  exclusive- 
ly. The  Cherokees,  in  general  council  in  Septem- 
ber last,  appointed  a committee  to  treat.  With 
them  he  did  not  treat.  Instead  of  treating  with 
them,  for  the  purchase  of  the  Cherokee  country,  he 
made  a proclamation  that  he  would  at  a specified 
day  and  place,  within  the  Cherokee  country,  treat 
with  any  of  the  Cherokees  who  would  attend  and 
treat  with  him;  and  that  all  who  did  not  attend 
should  be  considered  as  assenting  and  bound  by  the 
treaty  which  he  might  conclude.  In  the  mean  time, 
all  practicable  means  at  the  command  of  the  Ame- 
rican negotiator,  were  employed  to  coax  and  coerce 
the  attendance  of  the  Indians.  On  the  day  appoint- 
ed, out  of  the  eighteen  thousand,  some  five  or  six 
hundred,  including  men,  woman  and  children,  only 
presented  themselves,  and  many  of  these  formed  no 
art  of  the  Cherokees  east  of  the  Mississippi  alone 
aving  right  to  sell  the  Cherokee  country.  With 
some  seventy  or  eighty  Indians,  he  patched  up  a 
treaty  and  sent  it  to  Washington.  It  w'as  submitted 
by  the  president  to  the  senate.  And  it  had  not  been 
there  many  weeks  before  the  almost  united  voice  of 
the  Cherokee  people  was  raised  against  it.  Memo- 
rials, signed  or  subscribed  with  the  marks  of  up- 
wards of  sixteen  thousand  Cherokees,  were  laid  be- 
fore the  senate,  denying  the  Indian  authority  upon 
which  the  treaty  wras  negotiated,  and  solemnly  pro- 
testing against  its  obligatory  force  upon  the  Chero- 
kee people.  In  spite  of  these  memorials — in  spite 
of  all  the  opposition  which  was  made  by  himself 
and  others  to  the  ratification  of  such  a treaty,  it  was 
ratified  against  the  votes  of  fifteen  senators,  that  of 
his  colleague  and  himself  being  of  the  number.— 
And  thus  the  Cherokees,  a people  who  have  been 
always  friendly  to  the  United  States,  and  who  were 
represented  at  Washington  by  delegates  as  civiliz- 
ed, as  orderly  and  decent  in  their  appearance  as 
members  of  congress,  are  stript  of  their  entire 
country,  and  the  "people  of  the  United  States  are 
subjected  to  the  payment  of  five  million  six  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  It  is  proper  and  just  to 
mention  that  one  senator  who  voted  for  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty  ( and  others  are  believed  to  have 
acted  under  the  same  impressions)  declared  in  his 
place,  that  he  did  not  believe  the  instrument  was  a 
treaty;  and  that  he  voted  for  it  because  he  apprer 
bended  the  Cherokees  would  be  exterminated  by 
the  whites  if  not  removed.  Mr.  Clay  had  believed 
that  no  consequences,  however  deplorable,  could 
justify  the  ratification  of  an  instrument,  as  a treaty, 
which  was  deficient  in  the  essential  requisite  of  the 
concurrence  of  two  contracting  parties.  But  he  be- 
lieved, also,  that  these  consequences  might  have 
been  averted  by  the  proper  exercise  of  the  lawful 
authority  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Clay  said,  that  he  had  again  and  again  warn- 
ed his  countrymen  of  the  danger,  illustrated  by  all 
history,  of  elevating  to  the  chief  magistracy,  a man 
possessing  no  other  than  mere  military  qualification. 
He  never  had  contended  or  thought  it  improper  to 
place  at  the  head  of  public  affairs,  a citizen  who 
united  to  a knowledge  of  the  art  of  war  and  experi- 


ence in  conducting  it,  the  requisite  attainments  for 
civil  administration.  On  the  contrary,  such  a union 
of  qualifications  constituted  a great  recommendation 
of  the  person  in  whom  it  might  be  found.  It  was 
desirable  that  the  first  officer  of  the  republic  should, 
if  possible,  be  intimately  acquainted  with,  and  have 
experience  in  every  branch  of  administration,  civil, 
military,  naval  <ind  diplomatic.  The  wider  the  cir- 
cle of  his  knowledge,  the  better  for  the  country,  if 
it  be  united  with  virtue  and  integrity. 

We  have  now  had  seven  years  experience  of  the 
administration  of  a chief  magistrate  who  brought 
into  the  office  no  other  than  military  pretensions. 
The  time,  or  the  occasion,  was  not  suitable  to  re- 
view fully  his  administration  of  the  civil  govern- 
ment of  the  country.  But  all  will  admit,  that  we 
had  a right  to  expect  that  the  military  affairs  of  the 
union  would  be  administered  with  skill  and  ability; 
that  any  wars,  in  which  we  might  be  unfortunately 
involved,  would  be  conducted  with  vigor,  prompti- 
tude and  success;  and  that  under  his  auspices,  our 
arms  would  acquire  additional  renown  and  fresh 
laurels.  Has  this  expectation  been  realized?  Let 
the  miserable  Black  Hawk  war  tell,  in  w'hich  mil- 
lions of  dollars  were  expended,  and  so  little  efficien- 
cy w7as  displayed,  considering  the  amount  of  means 
employed.  Let  the  more  disgraceful  Seminole 
w'ar  testify,  in  which  the  untutored  Oseola,  with 
four  or  five  hundred  W'retched  outcast  Indian  war- 
riors, has  baffled  the  skill  of  three  or  four  major  ge- 
nerals of  the  United  States,  and  all  the  immense 
force  brought  at  a vast  expense  to  operate  upon 
him,  cutting  off  or  defeating  corps  of  our  troops, 
and  besieging,  wTith  an  inferior  force,  one  major  ge- 
neral with  his  army,  reducing  them  to  the  shame- 
ful necessity  of  a revolting  subsistence  upon  the 
flesh  of  horses  and  dogs,  found  in  the  same  en- 
trenchment with  themselves!  During  the  session, 
his  colleague  and  himself  had  conversed  about  the 
expediency  of  offering  to  the  administration  to  con- 
tract, in  behalf  of  the  state  of  Kentucky,  to  capture 
and  deliver  west  of  the  Mississippi  every7  Seminole 
Indian  at  five  hundred  dollars  per  head.  The  exe- 
cution of  such  a contract  would  have  saved  a mil- 
lion or  two  of  dollars  to  the  treasuiy  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Clay  next  alluded  to  his  intended  retirement 
from  the  senate  of  the  United  States.  One  session 
of  the  term  for  w'hich  he  was  last  elected,  still  re- 
mained. He  felt  the  full  force  of  the  implied  obli- 
gation w'hich  every  man  who  accepted  office  con- 
tracted to  serve  during  the  period  for  which  he  was 
appointed,  unless  some  strong  reasons  existed  for 
his  resignation.  That  consideration  might  possibly 
cany  him  back  once  more  to  the  senate,  although 
it  was  his  real  wish  now'  to  retire.  He  would,  at 
all  events,  positively  decide,  in  due  season,  that 
the  state  might  be  fully  represented.  But  beyond 
that  period  he  had  no  desire  to  Continue  in  the  se- 
nate. And,  although  he  entertained  the  profound- 
est  gratitude  for  the  confidence  so  long  and  so  often 
reposed  in  him  by  the  state  of  Kentucky,  and 
should  ever  feel  a deep  and  thankful  sense  of  the 
friendly  wishes  of  his  fellow  citizens  to  retain  him 
in  that  body,  he  could  not  consent  to  be  again  a 
candidate  for  a seat  in  it.  And  he  hoped  the  state 
would  turn  its  attention  to  some  other  citizen.  He 
admitted  that  eminently  prosperous  as  the  whole 
union  undoubtedly  was  in  the  general  business  and 
concerns  of  the  people,  its  political  condition  was 
tar  from  being  safe  or  satisfactory.  He  w'as  con- 
vinced that  foul  corruption  had  penetrated  almost 
every  branch  of  administration,  and  was  gradually 
poisoning  the  whole  government.  .He  admitted  it 
to  be  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  employ,  to  his 
latest  breath,  all  his  abilities,  and  every  energy  he 
possessed,  if  necessary  to  serve  his  country;  and  he 
would  willingly  remain  in  the  public  councils,  and 
exert  himself  hereafter,  as  he  had  faithfully  done 
heretofore,  to  preserve  our  free  institutions  in  the 
utmost  purity,  if  he  believed  he  could  do  any  pub- 
lic good  at  all  proportionate  to  the  private  sacrifices 
which  he  should  make.  But  he  had  been  a long 
time  in  public  employment  and  needed  repose. 
Perhaps  his  voice  had  been  too  often  raised,  w'as 
too  familiar  to  the  public  ear;  perhaps  one  less 
known,  of  more  buoyancy  and  elasticity,  may  be 
heard  with  more  salutary  effect.  He  fervently 
hoped  that  the  republic  might  survive  all  impend- 
ing dangers.  But  it  was  not  to  be  disguised  that 
the  people  themselves  must  purify  and  preserve 
their  free  institutions,  if  they  were  to  be  supported. 
No  people  ever  lost  their  liberty  who  resolved  to 
maintain  it.  No  people  ever  maintained  their  liber- 
ty w'ho  tolerated,  sanctioned  and  upheld  corruption 
and  corrupt  men  in  the  government. 

Mr.  C.  concluded  by  proposing  the  following 
toast: 

The  public  lands.  The  common  property  of  all 
the  states,  they  should  be  administered  for  the  be- 
nefit of  all,  exclusively  for  none. 
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Caspar  Hauser.  Lord  Stanhope,  the  friend  and 
patron  of  Caspar  Hauser,  about  whom  there  was  so 
much  mystery  a few  years  ago,  now  admits  that  lie 
was  imposed  upon,  and  gives  a strong  body  of  evi- 
dence to  show  that  they  who  believed  ibis  young  fel- 
low’s wonderful  story,  were  made  egregriously  fools 
of.  Touching  the  catastrophe,  lord  Stanhope  thinks 
that  Caspar  unwittingly  killed  himself  when  trying 
to  inflict  a slight  wound,  in  order  to  carry  out  his  ro- 
mance, revive  an  interest  in  his  fate,  stifle  investi- 
gation, and  procure  his  being  removed  from  the  im- 
pending danger  of  detection. 

The  Poles.  We  have  already  announced  that  a de- 
cree has  been  promulgated  by  the  Russian  govern- 
ment at  Warsaw,  subjecting  all  medals,  prints,  draw- 
ings, and  objects  of  art  to  censorship.  The  Swabian 
Mercury  contains  a letter  from  the  frontiers  of  Po- 
land, in  which  the  cause  of  this  decree  is  explained. 
It  appears  that  since  the  regulations  of  the  government 
have  become  so  severe  that  no  secret  correspondence 
can  be  carried  on  between  any  of  the  Polish  refugees 
and  their  friends  in  the  country,  a method  has  been 
devised  of  forming  a kind  of  symbolical  correspond- 
ence. Many  houses  in  the  engraving  line,  and  deal- 
ers in  hardware  had  received,  almost  simultaneous- 
ly, from  Paris,  considerable  quantities  of  works  in 
bronze  and  marble  sculpture,  executed  with  much 
taste  and  at  a moderate  price.  The  police,  however, 
found  out  the  mystery,  and  the  decree  above  alluded 
to  was  issued  in  consequence. 

[ GaUgnani’s  Messenger. 

“Nothing  new.”  The  resemblance  between  most 
of  ancient  and  modern  domestic  articles,  both  of  use 
and  luxury,  has  been  remarked  by  all  who  have  seen 
those  which  have  been  dug  from  the  buried  cities 
near  Naples.  This  resemblance,  however,  reaches 
to  a more  remote  date.  It  is  said  that  an  Egyptian 
buffet  or  sideboard,  with  all  its  details,  not  excepting 
dishes,  plates,  knives,  and  spoons,  near  4,000  years 
ago,  bore  a strong  resemblance  to  the  sideboards  of 
our  modern  palaces  and  villas.  The  hunting  cups 
were  embellished,  as  at  present,  with  heads  of  the 
animals  of  the  chase;  but  the  banqueting  urns,  instead 
of  being  supported  by  the  forms  of  vanquished  Ca- 
rians,  i.  e.  Cariatides,  as  at  Athens,  are  supported  by 
the  forms  of  vanquished  Bactrian,  Chaldean,  Scythian, 
or  Ethiopian  kings. 

A letter  from  Smyrna,  of  the  17th  June,  received 
via  Liverpool,  states  that  such  had  been  the  severity 
of  the  last  winter,  that  many  of  the  fig  trees  had  been 
destroyed,  and  consequently  a very  small  crop  was 
expected. 

A letter  from  Rio  Grande,  dated  8th  July,  states 
that  information  had  been  received  that  a counter-re- 
volution had  broken  out  in  Port  Algero,  and  the  vice 
president  had,  with  several  other  officers,  been  im- 
prisoned— which  it  was  thought,  would  have  a benefi- 
cial result. 

The  ex-empress  of  France.  The  Swabian  Mercu- 
ry gives  the  following  from  Vienna  of  the  24th  ult. — 
The  archduchess,  Maria  Louisa,  visited  yesterday,  in 
the  convent  of  the  Capuchins,  the  tombs  of  her  father 
and  her  son.  The  count  de  Bombelles  and  a lady  of 
honor  accompanied  the  princess.  The  venerable  Ca- 
puchins had  prepared  the  same  morning  in  the  church 
for  the  duke  of  lleichstadt  (the  son  of  Napoleon)  a 
requiem , followed  by  amass  for  the  dead,  with  which 
the  archduchess  mingled  her  tears.  She  then  was 
conducted  into  the  vaults,  and  knelt  with  a fervor  of 
grief  before  the  tombs  of  her  lather  and  son. 

Romantic  incident.  The  New  York  Advertiser 
has  received  a copy  of  the  “Algemiene’Zeitung,”  a 
newspaper  published  at  Vienna,  which  gives  an  ac- 
count of  the  upsetting  of  a pleasure  boat,  by  which 
the  princess  Adelaide  Sophia  was  precipitated  into 
the  water,  and  would  have  drowned  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  exertion  of  Mr.  Bell,  a young  American  gen- 
tleman, son  of  Dr.  Bell,  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  who, 
happening  to  be  near  in  another  pleasure  boat,  imme- 
diately plunged  into  the  river  (without  knowing  the 
quality  of  the  lady)  and  rescued  her  from  a watery 
grave.  lie  was  the  next  day  invited  to  the  imperial 
palace,  where  he  was  presented  by  the  princess  her- 
self with  a breastpin,  studded  with  diamonds,  and  va- 
lued at  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Jlon^r  to  Jlozzaris.  The  French  sculptor,  David, 
has  executed  and  presented  to  Greece,  a statue  repre- 
senting a youthful  figurt:  holding  in  one  hand  a crown 
of  laurel,  and  with  the  other  pointing  to  the  name  of 
Bozzaris.  It  is  erected  over  the  tomb  of  the  warrior 
at  Missoloughi.  Iving  Otho  has  sent  the  artist  the 
cross  of  the  order  of  deliverance. 

Nettles.  In  Scotland  I have  eaten  nettles,  I have 
slept  in  nettle  sheets,  and  1 have  dined  ofl'a  nettle  ta- 
ble cloth.  The  young  and  tender  nettle  is  an  excel- 
lent potherb,  and  the  stocks  of  the  old  nettle  are  as 
good  as  flax  for  making  cloth.  I have  heard  my  mo- 
ther say  that  she  thought  nettle  cloth  more  durable 
than  other  species  of  linen. 

[T.  Campbell  in  the  New  Monthly. 

Halifax.  Halifax  papers  to  the  20lh  ult.  have  been 
received — They  recommend  to  the  people  to  return 


at  the  ensuing  election,  those  who  are  friendly  to  ag- 
riculture and  the  fisheries,  as  these  pursuits  ar-  the 
foundation  of  colonial  hope  and  prosperity.  They 
complain  (fiat  the  principal  resources  of  their  colo- 
nial wealth  languishes  and  decays,  while  the  psealory 
laborers  of  other  nations,  American  and  French, 
whiten  their  shores  with  canvass,  and  exhaust  the 
wealth  of  the  waters  that  flow  at  their  feet. 

A leak  lately  took  place  in  the  Thames  Tunnel  at 
London,  which  threatened  to  overflow  the  entire  work, 
but  was  fortunately  stopped  by  some  experienced  mi- 
ners before  any  serious  damage  was  done. 

“In  our  country,”  exclaimed  an  Italian,  “in  our 
country,  sir,  we  have  the  ever  burning  Mount  Vesu- 
vius. ” 

“Have  you,  indeed,”  replied  a son  of  America, 
“and  in  our  country,  we  have  the  Falls  of  Niagara, 
which  would  put  it  out  in  five  minutes.” 

Vaccination.  Before  the  introduction  of  vaccina- 
tion it  wai  estimated  that  between  70  and  80,000  peo- 
ple died  a day,  upon  the  whole  globe,  of  the  small 
pox. 

Portugal.  On  the  14th  of  July,  the  treasury'  build- 
ing in  Lisbon  took  fire  and  was  entirely  consumed. 
The  public  documents  were,  for  the  most  part,  saved. 
The  loss  to  the  government  is  about  .£70,000. 

-Indent  coins.  Lately,  a girl,  employed  in  pick- 
ing up  stones  in  a field  adjoining  the  church  at  Savig- 
na  in  the  Jura,  found  an  old  oak  box  very  much  de- 
cayed, in  which  were  212  pieces  of  money,  part  sil- 
ver, and  partly  mixed  metal,  of  the  reigns  of  the  em- 
peror Charles  V.  and  his  son  Philip  IV.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  in  or  near  this  spot  the  victims  of  the 
plague  in  1659  were  buried.  Here  also  at  the  same 
time  was  carried  on  the  disastrous  war  in  these  moun- 
tains by  Guebriant,  lieutenant  of  the  duke  de  Wei- 
mar, in  the  same  time  of  l.ouis  XIII,  when  it  is  not 
doubted  the  pieces  of  money  in  question  were  hid- 
den. 

German  literature.  Alluding  to  the  literary  fair 
atLeipsic,  a recent  writer  says  “the  wagons  of  print- 
ed paper  which  leave  this  mart  of  the  brain  exceed 
in  number  an  Indian  caravan.”  The  same  authority 
adds  that  at  least  10,000,000  of  new  volumes  are 
printed  annually  in  Germany;  that  every  year  furnish-  I 
es  1,000  new  writers,  and  that  there  are  at  least 
50,000  persons  living  in  Germany  who  have  written 
a book. 

Eugene  Jlram.  A late  provincial  paper,  (says  one 
of  the  London  papers),  contains  a notice  of  the  death 
of  Edward  Day,  at  lvnareslioroiigh,  aged  one  hun- 
dred and  one  years,  one  of  the  constables  who  arrested 
the  celebrated  Eugene  Aram,  80  years  ago. 

DOMESTIC  CHRONICLE. 

Paupers  and  frrisoners.  A New  York  paper  says 
— The  alms  house  office  is  continually  thronged  with 
application  for  admissions  by  foreign  paupers,  most  of  | 
them  recently  landed  on  our  shores,  and  even  now  in 
the  summer  season,  when  the  alms  house  is  usually 
comparatively  empty,  there  are  1,880  paupers  therein. 
In  the  penitentiary  there  are  330  female  and  237  male 
prisoners — 557  in  all — sentenced  for  longer  or  short-  j 
er  periods;  and  in  the  Bridewell,  there  are  on  an  ave-  ! 
rage  constantly  100  persons,  committed  fortrial,  mak-  | 
ing  of  paupers  and  prisoners,  convicted  and  uncon-  j 
victed,  2,537  persons.  From  the  rapidity  and  in-  j 
creasing  number  of  the  applications  for  admission  in-  j 
to  the  alms  house,  by  foreign  paupers,  it  is  appre-  j 
bended  that  the  present  accommodations  will  not  he  ; 
half  sufficient  in  the  winter  to  contain  all  that  will 
struggle  for  admission,  and  the  erection  of  more  ex- 
tensive buildings  will  be  inevitably  necessary! 

An  English  pauper,  recently  imported , attempted  to 
sell  his  wife  in  the  streets  of  New  York,  a few  days 
since,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  money  to  support 
three  small  half  starved  children  who  followed  the 
miserable  parents!  The  circumstances  becoming 
known,  nearly  six  dollars  were  collected  from  the 
spectators  and  given  to  the  wretched  pair,  which  sum 
they  considered  a large  fortune.  Another  collection 
to  send  them  back  to  the  parish  authorities  of  Bristol 
who  sent  them  hither,  might  prevent  the  public  from 
witnessing  another  similar  spectacle. 

Our  French  relations.  We  are  gratified  to  learn, 
through  a gentleman  of  high  standing  in  Paris,  and 
one  intimate  with  the  councils  of  the  king,  that  a 
minister  is  shortly  to  be  sent  to  this  country,  to  re- 
store our  diplomatic  relations  and  at  the  same  time 
the  cordial  and  kind  feeling  which  might  always  to 
subsist  between  the  two  nations.  [Globe. 

The  United  States  brig  Porpoise,  lieut.  command- 
ant Ramsey,  sailed  a few  days  since  from  New  York 
with  the  commissioners  appointed  to  locale  a naval 
depot  in  Florida. 

Centennial  celebration.  A meeting  lias  been  held 
in  Norfolk,  at  which,  Miles  King,  esq.  presided,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  celebrating 
the  15th  day  of  September  next  as  the  centenary  an- 
niversary of  the  incorporation  of  that  borough.  The 
follow  ing  resolution  was  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  observe  Thursday  the  1 5/A 
of  Sept,  ensuing,  being  the  centennial  anniversary  of 


the  creation  of  oar  btrwtgh  into  • body  politic  and 
corporate,  as  a day  ol  ttuuesertossg  **  .4  wugkty  G*d, 
for  |iast  and  present  blcsin-i  and  nartes,  and  Of 
supplication  to  Hia,  for  hit  tootinued  care  atsd  biori 
and  alto  at  a day  for  public  irjoictog  for  all  tbc  so- 
cial happiness  and  prosperity  which  our  fathers  and 
ourselves  have  enjoyed  from  tin  first  establishment  of 
our  corporation  to  the  present  time;  and  for  tbc  hopes 
is  b ieh  »c  may  justly  entertain  of  the  future  enlarge- 
ment and  impruvcmeiit  of  our  borough,  and  the  more 
distinguished  success  which  may  hereafter  ero a u the 
virtue,  industry  and  enterprise  of  its  citizens,  for 
years  and  ages  to  come. 

Pure  water.  A vole  of  the  citizens  of  Boston  was 
recently  taken — “whether  the  city  government  should 
assume  the  responsibility  of  introducing  pure  water 
into  the  citv,  instead  of  vesting  it  in  a private  corpo- 
ralion,”  and  decided  in  favor  of  vesting  it  iu  the  city 
by  a vote  of  2,207  to  136. 

Conwy.  Information  was  received  in  thiscity  yes- 
terday from  commodore  Dallas,  at  Protocols,  listed 
August  9t!i,  that  be  should  in  a few  days  des|iatch  a 
vessel  of  war  to  stop  at  the  passes  oi  the  Mississippi, 
and  take  in  convoy  all  the  vessels  bound  for  the  ports 
■>f  Malamoras  and  Tampico,  and  would  present,  as 
far  as  lie  was  able,  any  hindrance  to  the  commerce  of 
the  United  Stales  with  Mexico.  Said  vessel  will  take 
charge  of  any  specie  that  may  be  intended  for  ibis  ci- 
ty on  its  return.  [-V.  Orleans  .imertcan. 

Incendiarism.  The  clerk’s  office  of  the  United 
Slates  court,  at  Clarksburg,  Ya.  was  partially  con- 
sumed by  fire  on  the  night  of  the  12ili  ulL  The 
Wheeling  Times  states  that  extensive  frauds  had  been 
committed  on  the  treasury  by  pension  agents  through 
forged  papers.  Suspicions  had  been  aroused,  prose- 
cutions entered,  and  the  documents  were  on  file  in  the 
clerk’s  office.  The  loss  of  individuals  from  the  de- 
struction of  valuable  papers  has  been  great,  and  deep 
excitement  pervaded  the  community. 

A letter  in  a Georgetow  n (South  Carolina)  paper 
of  the  5th  of  August,  relates  that  a deer  was  lately 
shot  in  that  neighborhood,  and  out  of  the  animal  was 
taken  a piece  ot  wood  about  one  and  a half  inches  lu 
length,  and  about  the  fourth  of  an  inch  in  diameter. 
The  wood  appeared  to  be  oak,  was  perfectly  well  pre- 
served, and  from  the  ap|iearance  of  the  liver,  which 
was  healthy  and  sound,  had  been  lodged  there  a long 
time.  The  writer  accounts  for  the  phenomenon  by 
supposing  that  the  deer  had  been  stalest,  as  it  is  term- 
ed— a mode  sometimes  resorted  to,  anti  a very  barba- 
rous one,  for  the  destruction  of  deer  that  are  trouble- 
some to  fields. 

Flour.  The  New  York  Express  of  Monday  says, 
“It  will  be  seen  by  the  report  ol  the  market,  that  flour 
hail  advanced  considerably  up  to  the  close  of  Friday’s 
market.  Wheat,  western,  there  was  in  market  Satur- 
day lias  been  sold  at  $S  S7J  a 8 .SO.  On  the  20th, 
western  flour  sold  at  $7  S-8 — to-day  the  same  brand 
sold  at  $8  50.  We  learn  that  a house  which  con- 
tracted to  deliver  about  ibis  time  2,000 barn  lsat  7 3-8, 
is  now  buying  at  $8  50  a S 62  to  complete  the  con- 
tract. No  new  wheat  bad  been  received  at  the  west- 
ern mills  at  last  advices. 

Wheat.  Prime  new  white  wheat  lias  sold  recently 
in  the  Baltimore  market  at  $2  15  to  f 2 16  per  bush- 
el, and  prime  red  at  $2  05. 

Jersey  flax.  The  Hunterdon  county  Gazette  men- 
tions that  a gentleman  of  Flemington  has  adapted  a 
horse-power  thrashing  machine  to  the  purpose  of 
thrashing  flaxseed  from  the  stalk;  and  that  it  will, 
w^h  one  horse,  do  the  w ork  as  fast  us  it  can  he  done 
by  six  men  in  the  usual  way.  Flemington  is  in  a flax 
growing  district. 

Jtroom  corn  speculations  have  been  made  in  this 
region:  some  evidence  touching  the  fruitfulness  of 
the  crops.  Large  lots  have  been  sold  in  the  field,  in 
anticipation  of  the  coming  harvest,  at  6 ami  7 cents 
per  pound.  [Northampton  Courier. 

Capt.  11.  L.  E.  Ronneville  of  the  U.  S.  army  re- 
turned to  this  city  on  Sunday  morning  from  a tour  to 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  where  he  has  been  (w ith  the 
exception  of  a few  months)  for  the  last  five  years. 
We  are  happy  to  learn  that  the  captain,  in  connection 
with  Washington, Irving,  esq.  contemplates  compil- 
ing a narrative  of  his  travels,  together  with  an  ac- 
count of  the  various  tribes  among  w h’tch  lie  sojourned, 
and  a geographic  account  of  the  country  through 
which  he  passed.  We  await  with  impatience  the  ap- 
pearance of  this  work.  [St.  Touts  Obserx'er. 

The  Virginia  springs.  The  Lowishnrg  Allegha- 
nian  of  the  19lh  ult.  status  the  number  ol  visiters  at  the 
White  Sulphur  and  neighborhood,  at  more  than  720 
laities  and  gentlemen — besides  from  60  to  80  boarders 
at  the  White  Sulphur  hotel  kept  by  Mr.  Mastin — at 
the  Salt  Sulphur,  200 — at  the  Blue,  *200 — ami  between 
one  and  two  hundred  white  persons  at  the  Street 
springs.  It  estimates  the  whole  number  of  visiters  at 
ail  the  springs  w ithin  40  miles  square,  as  at  least  2,000. 

The  Alleghnnian  also  stales,  that  “general  Harri- 
son arrived  at  the  Jiltie  Sulphur  springs. 

In  New  York,  last  week,  there  was  209  deaths.  In 
Philadelphia,  same  period,  124  deaths. 
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j]t5=0ur  abstract  of  foreign  news  will  be  found  to 
be  more  than  usually  interesting — especially  the 
accounts  from  Spain  and  Mexico. 

(itJ-'The  present  sheet  contains  a letter  from  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  and  one  from  gen.  Harrison,  in  reply 
to  certain  queries  propounded  to  them  by  Mr.  Sher- 
rod Williams,  of  Kentucky.  They  will  be  read 
with  interest  at  this  particular  crisis. 

The  secretary  of  war,  who  has  been  recently  ap- 
pointed minister  to  France,  left  Washington  on 
Sunday  last  for  New  York  to  make  arrangements 
for  his  approaching  departure . He  is  expected  to 
return  in  time  to  receive  the  volunteer  companies 
from  Baltimore  on  their  visit  to  Washington  next 
Monday. 

Mr.  Butler,  attorney  general  of  thg  United  States, 
will  be  (it  is  stated  in  the  Georgetown  Metropoli- 
tan), placed  at  the  head  of  the  war  department  du- 
ring the  remainder  of  the  present  administration. 

We  learn  from  the  same  paper,  that  Mr.  Forsyth, 
secretary  of  state,  is  too  much  indisposed  to  attend 
to  the  duties  of  his  station. 


Rothschild,  the  celebrated  London  banker,  died 
at  Frankfort  on  Thursday,  July  28,  aged  fifty-one 
years.  He  was  at  Frankfort  on  a visit  to  lus  son, 
when  attacked,  and  his  illness  was  of  several  weeks 
duration.  This  event  has  caused  a great  sensation 
in  the  financial  and  political  world,  and  will  be  felt 
in  all  quarters.  He  was  the  great  head  of  the  firm, 
and  the  principal  projector  of  all  its  financial 
schemes — and  swayed  princes, and  ministers  by  the 
power  of  immense  wealth. 

The  army.  By  the  adjutant  general’s  report 
published  in  the  present  sheet,  (page  21),  it  will  be 
seen  that,  in  the  1st  regiment  of  dragoons,  and  in 
the  1st,  2d,  3d,  and  4th  regiment  of  artillery,  and  in 
the  2d,  4th,  5th,  6th  and  7th  regiments  of  infantry, 
there  have  been,  since  July  6,  54  promotions,  25  re- 
signations, and  4 who  have  declined  appointment. — 
Of  the  resignations,  7 were  captains,  8 1st  lieuten- 
ants, and  1(1  2d  lieutenants.  During  the  same  time 
there  had  been  but  five  deaths  among  the  officers 
who  are  enumerated  in  this  list. 


The  president.  A public  dinner  was  given 
to  him  in  the  vicinity  of  Nashville.  A large  multi- 
tude present.  George  V.  Campbell  and  fir.  Felix 
Robertson  presided,  assisted  by  9 vice  presidents. 
The  toast  in  honor  of  the  president,  was  as  follows: 
“ Our  illustrious  guest:  The  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  By  maintaining  the  true  principles  of 
republicanism,  and  a sound  construction  of  the  con- 
stitution, he  has  disappointed  his  enemies  and  ful- 
filled the  most  sangui  ne  expectations  of  his  friends. 
The  great  measures  of  his  administration  will  con- 
tinue to  be  supported  by  the  people.” 

After  the  enthusiastic  shouts  of  approbation  with 
which  this  toast  was  received  had  subsided,  the 
president,  in  his  usual  dignified  and  feeling  manner, 
returned  his  acknowledgments  for  the  favorable 
sentiments  expressed  in  the  toast,  and  concluded 
by  offering  the  following  sentiment: 

Republican  Tennessee:  Her  motto,  “princi- 
ples not  men”— She  will  never  abandon  her  good 
old  Jeffersonian  democratic  republican  princinles 
which  she  has  so  long  maintained  and  practiced,  to 
throw  herself  (on  any  occasion)  into  the  embraces 
of  the  federalists,  the  nullifiers  or  the  new  born 
wings. 

This  sentiment  was  received  and  cheered  by 
deafening  thunders  of  applause. 

[Richmond  Enquirer. 

Marvellous  escape.  The  Philadelphia  Ga- 
zette states  that  the  lion.  Henry  Clay  recently  had  a 
marvellous  escape  from  death.  He  was  riding  on 
horseback  in  one  of  his  fields,  surveying  his  cattle, 
when  a furious  bull,  maddened  from  some  cause  or 
other,  rushed  towards  him,  and  plunging  his  horns 
with  tremendous  force  into  the  horse  on  which  Mr. 
Clay  was  seated,  killed  the  poor  animal  on  the  spot. 
The  distinguished  rider  was  thrown  to  the  distance 
of  several  feet  from  his  horse,  and  though  somewhat 
hurt  by  the  fall,  escaped  without  material  injury. 

Chief  justice  of  New  York.  The  senate 
met  at  New  York  on  Tuesday  last,  when  the  nomi- 
nations by  the  governor  of  judge  Nelson  as  chief 
justice  and  E.  Cowan  as  associate  jud<re,  were  con- 
firmed! Mr.  Nelson  was  the  senior  judge,  and  as 
such,  received  the  appointment  of  chief  justice  in 
accordance  with  invariable  usage. 
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Surplus  revenue.  The  editor  of  a West  In- 
dia paper,  called  the  “Bermudian,”  thus  speaks  of 
the" bill  for  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue. 
He  says:  “We  believe  it  is  a singular  instance  for 
a government  to  acknowledge  it  has  more  money 
than  it  rightfully  can  dispose  of,  and  an  extra- 
ordinary state  of  things  when  that  power  w hich  is 
generally  viewed  as  an  extortioner  of  the  means  of 
the  country,-  should  be  seen  pouring  back  on  the 
people  its  stores  of  treasure  to  be  disposed  of  by 
them  as  they  should  seem  fit.” 

Cholera.  By  the  following  official  communi- 
cations, it  will  be  seen  that  the  cholera  has  made  its 
appearance  in  Charleston,  S.  C.  The  disease  ap- 
pears to  be  chiefly  confined  to  the  colored  popula- 
tion and  persons  of  intemperate  habits.  Charles- 
ton, it  will  be  recollected,  was  one  of  the  cities 
which  were  almost  entirely  exempted  from  the  dis- 
ease in  1832. 

Office  board  of  health,  Charleston,  ./lug.  31. 

At  the  joint  request  of  the  committee  of  council 
and  a special  committee  of  the  board  of  health,  Er. 
T.  Y.  Simons  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  accepted,  ordered  to  be  recorded  and  publish- 
ed. Extract  from  the  minutes. 

A.  G.  Howard,  m.  d.  clerk. 

The  board  of  health  having  pledged  themselves 
to  give  immediate  notice  to  the  citizens,  should 
sufficient  evidence  be  exhibited  of  the  existence  of 
cholera  asphyxia  in  our  city,  feel  it  their  duty  to 
report  that  eleven  cases  of  that  disease  have  been 
announced  to  their  special  committee,  since  yester- 
day, (Tuesday),  at  1 o’clock,  P.  M.  of  which  two 
have  terminated  fatally.  The  board  will  hereafter 
give  a faithful  statement  every  day,  of  all  cases 
which  shall  have  been  reported  to  the  committee 
during  the  previous  twenty-four  hours;  and  in  or- 
der to  insure  the  fullness  and  accuracy  of  that  state- 
ment, they  earnestly  request  eveiy  medical  practi- 
tioner of  the  city  and  neck,  to  furnish  their  clerk, 
Dr.  A.  G.  Howard,  with  a daily  account  of  the  ca- 
ses under  their  treatment,  and  also  of  the  result  of 
such  cases  before  12  o’clock,  M.  The  board 
would,  therefore,  advise  tile  citizens  to  place  confi- 
dence only  in  the  report  which  their  special  com- 
mittee will  publish  daily;  and  to  give  no  credence 
whatever  to  the  exaggerated  rumors  that  are  now 
and  will  probably  hereafter  be  promulgated.  The 
board  would  again  endeavor  to  impress  upon  the 
public  mind  tne  absolute  necessity  of  attending 
to  cleanliness,  in  the  removal  of  filth  and  the  puri- 
fication of  out-houses  and  premises  by  a liberal  use 
of  lime  and  the  cliloride  of  lime.  To  those  who 
may  be  unable  to  purchase  those  articles,  they  will 
be  supplied  gratis  on  application  to  any  member  of 
the  board.  Thos.  Y.  Simons,  m.  d. 

Chairman  medical  com  mittee  board  of  health. 

One  o'clock  P.  M.  Sept.  1. 

The  special  committee  of  the  board  have  to  re- 
port for  the  last  twenty-four  hours,  three  cases  of 
cholera;  two  under  treatment,  the  other  dead;  of 
the  eleven  cases  reported  yesterday,  lour  more 
deaths  have  occurred.  The  cases  reported  to-day 
are  all  blacks;  of  the  eleven  cases  reported  yester- 
day, two  were  whites  and  nine  blacks.  By  order, 
Thos.  Y.  Simons,  m.  d. 

Chairman  special  committee. 

Sept.  2,  1 o’clock,  P.  M. 

The  special  committee  of  the  board  have  to  re- 
port for  the  last  twenty-four  hours,  seven  cases  of 
cholera;  six  under  treatment — the  other  dead,  one 
white  the  remainder  blacks.  Of  the  three  cases  re- 
ported yesterday  as  under  treatment,  all  have  died. 

Sept.  3,  1 o’clock,  P.  M. 

The  special  con  imittee  of  the  board  have  to  re- 
port for  tlie  last  twi  mty-four  hours,  seventeen  cases 
of  cholera;  two  whites  and  fifteen  blacks — two 
dead,  the  others  u,  ider  treatment.  Of  the  " 
cases  reported  yeste  rday,  two  more  have  'r  w m11 
others  are  convalesce  nt.  By  order,  ' 

TChaS:  Y‘  M-  D- 

Jl.  G.  Hoicard , M,  fi,  elTk. 


of  $12,000,000.  In  1835,  (we  speak,  in  both  cases, 
of  the  commercial  year,  ending  the  30th  Septem- 
ber), the  quantity  was  reduced  one  half,  and  the 
value  about  the  same  proportion.  In  1831,  the  va- 
lue of  bread  stulis  imported  was  only  $1,032,  where- 
as in  1835  it  had  increased  to  $311,116.  The  year 
ending  30th  of  the  present  month  will  show  still 
smaller  exports  of  these  articles,  and  larger  im- 
ports. And  the  ensuing  year  from  present  appear- 
ances, will  very  possibly  show  an  amount  of  im- 
ports equal  to  the  exports.  Should  the  corn  crop 
do  cut  off  in  the  northernmost  states,  as  it  is  now 
very  liable  to  be  by  the  early  appearance  of  frost, 
the  extraordinary  phenomenon  will  probably  occur, 
of  the  greatest  grain-growing  country  in  the  world 
becoming  dependant  upon  foreign  countries  for  a 
portion  of  its  bread.” 

From  the  following  extract  from  the  British  agri- 
cultural report  for  July,  it  will  be  seen  that  an 
abundant  harvest  is  anticipated,  notwithstanding 
the  confident  predictions  which  were  made  about  a 
failure,  a lew  weeks  ago. 

British  agricultural  report  for  July.  The  wheat  is 
now  in  full  ear,  the  barley  beginning  to  ear,  and 
both  are  miraculously  covered.  It  has  been  re- 
marked that  “a  dry  stunt  is  more  easily  overcome 
than  a wet  stunt,”  and  this  appears  to  be  the  almost 
universal  case  this  season.  Up  to  this  moment, 
when  a gentle  dew-like  rain  is  falling  (June  21,) 
the  alternations  of  sun  and  shower  have  been  ex- 
actly of  that  kind  which  constitutes,  in  farming 
language,  “growing  weather;”  and  coming  just  at 
this  precise  time,  it  rescues  the  scalds  of  the  light 
soils  from  that  disastrous  destructive  heat  w liich  of- 
ten burns  up  the  produce  about  mid-summer.  This 
must  be  taken  in  addition  to  the  set-off  against  the 
failure  of  the  coming  harvest.  That  opinion  is 
thoroughly  against  a greatly  deficient  crop,  maugre 
the  four  predicted  plagues — -less  sown — a late  har- 
vest— thin  in  quantity,  and  bad  in  quality — is  shown 
by  the  markets  perseveringly  declining.  The  buy- 
ers hold  off  , and  though  factors  reluctantly  give 
way,  price  falls. 

At  most  of  the  country  markets,  wheat  was  low- 
er last  week,  for  the  second  time  during  the  past 
month;  and  in  Mark  lane,  the  centre  of  information, 
it  fell  from  1 to  2.  The  last  prices  are  in  their 
range  as  last  month,  the  fall  being  limited  to  parti- 
ticular  qualities.  Imperial  averages.  June  10, — 
wheat,  51s.;  barley,  33s. -2s.;  oats,  24s. -7s.;  rye, 
35s.-2s.;  peas,  4 Is. -7s. 


The  city  council  of  Charleston  hashed 
(finance  imposing^  penalty  of  ftSOP'fc.ery  ,,hv- 

cnr.K  ± y _ 


aiy  or- 

sician  who  he, gleets' cases 
of  cholera  as  arise  in  his  practice  irfthsfc  citv. 

The  corn  tra-de. 


West  India  islands.  The  New  York  Jour- 
nal of  Commerce  has  extracted  the  following  statis- 
tical items  from  late  files  of  Kingston  papers. 

The  value  of  exports  and  imports  during  the  last 
year  in  the  islands  of  Antigua,  Barbadoes,  Domini- 
ca, Grenada,  Jamaica,  Montserrat,  Nevis,  St.  Kitt’s, 
St.  Lucia,  St.  Vincent,  Tobago,  Tortola  and  Virgin 
islands,  Trinidad,  Bahamas,  Bermudas,  Demarara, 
Berhice,  Honduras,  are,  for  imports,  £9,087,194. 
The  exports  during  the  same  time,  were  £ 5,521,169. 
Increase  of  exports  over  the  imports,  £3,566,025. 

Productions.  Sugar,  coffee  and  rum  are  the  three 
principal  articles  imported  from  the  British  West 
1 ndies  into  the  United  Kingdom.  For  the  wear  1830, 
the  quantity  exported  in  the  above  namedislands,  is 
as  follows: — Sugars,  2,912,628  cwt.  2 qs.  12  lbs.  The 
number  of  lbs.  of  coffee  exported,  was  27, 128,877. 
The  rum  (proof  gallons)  were  6,751,796. 

The  population  during  the  same  year,  and  in  the 
same  places,  was  (males  and  females),  836,527. 

The  currency  of  the  West  India  islands  is  peculiar 
to  itself,  being  an  imaginary  money,  and  different 
in  different  colonies.  The  following  arc  the  values 
of  £ 100  sterling,  and  of  a dollar,  in  the  currencies 
of  the  different  islands: — 

S,:,nnZ. 

.Jamaica,  £1°° 

’Barbadoes,  £ 100 

Windward  islands,  (ex- 
cept Barbadoe3)>  £100 

leeward  islands,  £100 


Currency.  Dollar.  Currency: 


£140 

£135 

£175 

£200 


6s.  8 d. 
6s.  3d. 

8s.  3d. 
9s. 


From 


foUowi"?  uA  “r'SFw  wMcjTwiU 

abstract  of  the  assessors’  books,  by  wmen  lx  vwu 

merce  of  a late  date,  say s7“ Bread  sMFshal  °f  ■ ^m‘  1 ?e  ^Tched  OOffiOO^  doUare—’an  increase  of 

to  constituted  one  of  our  w year.  ThU  sum  was 

port,  amounting  m 1831  to  within  a small  fij  .£$£1  SSidered  so  low,  that  the  assessors  raised  it  ove, 
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$►70, 000,000 — maxing  it  upuaiilaui  >,n.ni,..> 
Notwithstanding  the  fire  in  the  ‘•Burnt  District,” 
the  value  of  property  in  the  first  ward  is  10,000,000 
dollars  above  what  it  was  last  year;  second  ward, 
6,500,000  dollars;  third,  three  and  a quarter;  fourth, 
one  and  a half;  fifth,  three  and  a half;  sixth,  three; 
seventh,  three  and  a half;  eighth,  four  and  a half; 
ninth,  four;  tenth,  three;  eleventh,  ten;  twelfth, 
nearly  forty;  thirteenth,  three;  fourteenth,  two  ami  a 
half;  fifteenth,  six;  sixteenth  is  taken  off  the  twelfth. 
The  growth  of  this  city  is  truly  unparalleled — last 
year  the  real  estate  was  valued  at  $1-14,000,000, 
this  year  at  over  $.300,000,000.  An  increase,  we 
believe,  that  cannot  find  a parallel  in  the  history  of 
the  world.  What  the  amount  of  personal  property 
will  be,  we  are  unable  to  say — indeed  the  books 
have  not  yet  been  made  up. 


1st  ward 

Last  year. 
$26,064,590 

This  year. 
$36,270,500 

2d 

do. 

13,800,000 

19,712,600 

3d 

do. 

10.904,200 

14,229,S50 

4th 

do. 

7,740,800 

9,152,300 

5th 

do. 

8,951,000 

12,602,100 

Cth 

do. 

6,366,958 

10,330,134 

7th 

do. 

8,553,037 

11,964,190 

13,127,300 

Sth 

do. 

8,501,115 

9th 

do. 

6,204,825 

10,144,200 

10th 

do. 

4,825,500 

7.613,709 

nth 

do. 

S,796,100 

18,716,300 

12th 

including  the 
do.  16th  ward 

^ 15,670,400 

10,163,140 

13th 

do. 

last  year. 

2,993,300 

4,920,550 

14th 

do. 

5,314,720 

7,779,450 

loth 

do. 

9,635,750 

15,536,300 

16th 

do. 

23,963,690 

$144,321,805 

$226,246,404 

On  the  real  estate,  in  addition  to  the  above  as- 
sessments, the  1st  ward  had  3 per  cent,  added;  the 
3d,  1 1 per  cent,  the  4th,  15  per  cent,  the  5th,  8 per 
cent,  the  Olh,  8 per  cent,  the  7th,  2 per  cent,  the 
Sth  4 per  cent,  the  9th,  8 per  cent,  the  11th,  3 per 
cent,  the  12th,  140  per  cent,  the  13th,  21  per  cent, 
tiie  11th,  18  per  cent,  the  loth,  11  per  cent,  the 
16th,  4 per  cent.  By  the  order  of  the  board  of  as- 
sistants. 


British  hardware  and  cutlery.  The  fol- 
lowing return  of  British  hardware  and  cutlery,  ex- 
ported from  the  United  Kingdom,  is  copied  from 
the  New  York  Express. 


Countries  to  which  exported. 

Declared 

value. 

Quantity. 

tons. 

United  States  of  America, 

£978,491 

11,062 

Asia 

105,300 

1,003 

British  West  Indies 

93,661 

1,134 

Brazil 

85,096 

1,143 

British  colonies  in  N.  America  84,259 

1,202 

Mexico  and  states  of  S.  America  74,S93 

Sir, 

Germany 

74,430 

570 

Foreign  West  Indies 

43,329 

721 

France 

43,272 

315 

Italy 

42,959 

372 

Holland 

36,195 

303 

Portugal,  Azores  and  Madeira  33,162 

290 

Africa 

30.567 

3SC 

Russia 

24,033 

197 

Spain  and  the  Canaries 

19,608 

143 

Belgium 

16,691 

142 

Guernsey,  Jersey,  Alderney  & Man  10,058 
Turkey  and  Continental  Greece  7,106 

75 

55 

Gibraltar 

5,940 

60 

Norway 

3,646 

46 

The  Ionian  Islands 

3,459 

33 

Prussia 

3,451 

48 

Malta 

3,432 

22 

Denmark 

2,266 

27 

Morea  and  Greek  Island 

1,400 

11 

Sweden 

1,271 

9 

£1,833,042 

20,197 

That  is,  in  good  round  numbers,  more  than  one- 
half  of  the  whole  cutlery  and  hardware  exports  of 
Great  Britain  are  to  the  United  Stales. 

The  exports  to  France — where  the  population  is 
more  than  33  millions— is  only  equal  to  one  35th 
part  the  quantity  exported  to  the  United  States, 
with  a population  of  15  milions.  The  French,  as 
well  as  ourselves,  can  make  their  own  cutlery  and 
hardware,  but  choose  to  use  the  home  made  arti- 
cle, (though  dearer)  in  preference  to  the  cheaper 
article  made  in  England.  France  refuses  to  have 
free  trade — to  exchange  their  wines  and  silks  against 
English  hardware,  cutlery  and  muslin.  The  same 
principle  extends  to  other  parts  of  Europe,  and  the 
result  is  that  the  exports  of  cutlery  and  hardware 
to  all  parts  of  Europe  are  not  equal  to  one  quar- 
ter of  what  England  sends  to  the  United  States. 


In  lt>3  i Uicii 


M,or 


_u  from  England  2r*>li 


tons  of  unwrought  steel— of  which  the  U.  Slate* 
I took  1,386  tons:  in  1824  the  export  was  only  570 
j tons,  of  which  174  tons  went  to  America. 

In  1833  the  total  value  of  the  exports  of  hard- 
ware and  cutlery  amounted  to  £ 1,434,431 — in  1834, 
to  £1,466,361,  and  last  year  to  £ 1, ‘>33, 042 — being 
an  increase  of  23  per  cent,  over  1834.  For  the 
same  time  the  increase  in  our  other  ports  was. 
Cotton  goods  7 per  cent. 

Silk  6 do. 

Woollen  18  do. 

Since  1820  the  amount  of  all  sorts  of  hardware 
and  cutlery  had  more  than  doubled. 


Mexico.  The  population  of  the  Mexican  states 
consists  of  about  9,000,000  of  freemen.  Of  these 
about  4,000,000  are  unmixed  Indians;  2,500,000  are 
Mestizos,  or  the  mixed  offspring  of  Spaniards  and 
Indians;  1,500,000  are  Creoles,  or  the  umnixed  oli- 


wlicu  Luc  Ciwi  uSLviiUii  «IUiu|M<<l  to  Uvr  IUu 
into  custody.  The  town  sergeant,  captain  Townes, 
with  the  aid  of  some  citizens,  effected  their  cap- 
I lure,  at  the  imminent  hazard  of  their  own  lire*, 

1 being  themselves  without  arms,  while  Smith  and 
HillKad  various  weapons.  Smith  attempted  several 
times  to  shoot  Dr.  J.  B.  Campbell,  one  of  the  ser- 
l ge ant’s  temporary  assistants,  who  warded  off  the 
; pistol,  and  George  White,  esq.  received  a ball. 

| aimed  at  bis  heart,  through  his  band,  coat  and 
waistcoat.  Iiis  active  presence  of  mind  in  avoid- 
ing the  direct  aim,  was  his  preservation.  1 he  de- 
cision and  bravery  of  the  gentlemen  who  seized  the 
aggressors  are  highly  commended.  Smith  and  Bell 
are  both  in  jail,  awaiting  their  trial.  [.Yu/.  Cos. 


Carrier  pigeons.  When  a trained  carrier  pigeon 
is  tossed,  after  making  one  or  more  circles,  it  rise* 
in  a rapid  spiral  to  an  enormous  height,  before  it 
, takes  its  departure,  and  at  that  height  it  is  supper- 
spring  of  Spaniards;  1,000,000  are  Washingangoes,  | ed  to  make  its  journey.  The  sp«d  of  the  Ant- 


or  offspring  of  Indians  and  negroes,  including  also  werp  birds  which  are  lighter  ai.d  mere  finely  made 
the  mulattoes;  100,000  are  negroes;  10,000  Spa-  than  the  English  breed,  is  supi-osed  to  be'  a mile 

niards  born  in  Spain,  and  about  30,000  strangers,  a minute.  They  are  more  extensively  used  than 

consisting  of  emigrants  (rom  various  nations.  From  jg  supposed  in  financial  transactions;  one  eminent 
this  estimate,  it  seems  that  the  Indians  and  Mesti-  speculator  at  Antwerp  keeps  1,200  pigeons.  The 

zos  form  the  bulk  of  the  population.  But  it  is  said  value  0f  a ..ai,.  0l  traiu-t  Du'.  V h r - ,<  x-  5. 

41  w.  4 :n 4 K » I * ..... 


that  they  are  in  many  respects  superior  to  the  Spa- 1 
niards  and  Creoles.  They  are  honest,  industrious 


[ Sporting  Magazine. 


, , . , , . ■ . , , rCarrii  r i igeons  hn  e been  i ffdoin  ax  d in  (his 

mid  peaceable, and  generally  cultivators  of  the  soil,  gantry.  The  first  on  record  cr  in  men  on  . w.re 


those  of  sir  John  Wentworth,  governor  of  ti»e  pro- 
vince of  New  Hampshire,  who,  previous  to  the  re- 
volution, retired  each  summer  from  the  government 
at  Portsmouth  to  his  country  seat  at  Wolfborough, 
on  the  border  of  the  Winnepisseogee  lake,  where 
’n  in  cases  of  emergency,  he  dispatched  a pigeon  charg- 
The  Indians  are  ex-  | ed  instructions  to  Portsmouth,  a distance  on  a 


Those  only  are  addicted  to  vicious  habits  who  live 
in  the  vicinity  of  large  towns.  They  are  of  a rud- 
dy complexion — small  of  stature,  and  have  in  gene- 
ral well  formed  features.  .Some  of  them  are  no 
smaller  than  the  Spaniards,  and  many  of  their  wo- 
men superior  in  beauty  to  the  Creole  women,  on  | j 
account  of  their  rosy  cheeks.  The  Indians  are  ex-  e 

cellent  soldiers  well  civilized,  though  still  idola-  Une  0f  aboJt fort^iTes. bi^rfit many  o7t£L 
tors  and  they  wiU  undoubtedly  form  the  democracy  i bilds  froia  Englmid,  and  their  ereanda  wen  per- 
of  the  country,  and  being  nowise  inferior  to  the  . lbrmed  with  singular  fidelity.]  [.Y.  Y.  Gaz. 
other  races,  are  probably  destined  to  rule  tne  nation.  I ■ 

The  Mexicans,  before  they  were  conquered  by  the  j 
Spaniards,  had  already  adv  anced  very  lar  in  Hie  arts 
ol  government  and  civilization.  The  conquest  has 
undoubtedly  hastened  their  inarch  of  improvement. 


ELECTIONS. 


. RHODE  ISLAND. 

The  Providence  Morning  Chronicle  of  Monday 
and  if  they  do  but  retain  their  freedom,  they  will, ! states,  that  the  house  will  stand  -in  a.‘nuL!>,r.;i<>is 


in  less  than  a century,  in  all  probability  be  one  of ; and  32  whigs,  or  8 majority.  All  ifie  senate  are 
the  greatest  nations  of  the  earth.  [Boston  Pusl.  ' administration.  The  majority  in  the  house  at  the' 

April  election  was  six. 


Curious  Spanish  relic.  One  of  the  most  cha- 
racteristic relics  of  the  Spanish  dominion  in  Louisi- 
ana is  to  be  seen  at  tne  bureau  of  Mr.  Kamos, 
register  of  births  and  deaths  in  St.  Anne  street.  It 
is  a picture  well  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  New 
Orleans,  as  having  formerly  belonged  to  Mr.  Pedes- 
claux.  It  exhibits  the  termination  of  a long  law  suit 
which  had  been  carried  on  with  a ravenous  spirit, 
and  resulted  in  the  enriching  of  the  judge,  and  the 
total  ruin  of  both  suitors.  The  scene  is  the  judge's 
audience  room;  in  the  midst  is  his  worship — fat, 
lazy  and  beastially  selfish — on  his  table  is  a pile  of 
gold.  On  either  hand  are  the  parties,  both  naked, 
one  has  under  his  arm  the  title  papers  or  other  do- 
cuments which  are  the  trophies  and  fruits  of  his 
long  misery.  lie  exclaims  with  woe-begone  exul- 
tation: “yo  gano,”  (I  have  won);  the  other  asks 
“que  has  ganado,”  (what  have  you  won)?  the  judge 
replies:  “lo  que  tiene  del  brazo,”  (what  he  holds 
under  his  arm).  The  picture  has  some  marks  of 
the  Spanish  school  in' drawing  and  coloring, though 
it  has  small  pretensions  to  merit  as  a piece  of  art. 
The  solemn  satire  conveyed  in  it  is  truly  Spanish. 
Possessed,  as  Spain  and  her  colonies  were,  of  the 
best  code  of  laws  in  the  world,  yet  the  custom  of 
giving  gratifications  to  the  officers  of  the  court,  es- 
pecially to  the  judges,  is  notorious  wherever  a 
Spanish  tribunal  exists.  The  fable  of  the  judge 
who  took  the  oyster  and  gave  each  party  a shell,  is 
too  often  almost  true  in  the  colonies.  Some  think 
that  this  picture  relates  to  a real  process  (the  name 
of  which  is  written  on  the  bundle)  which  was  once 
heard  in  Louisiana.  The  artist  is  unknown. 

[iVcta  Orleans  Advertiser. 

Assault  on  an  editor.  Great  excitement  pre- 
vails in  Danville,  Virginia,  on  account  of  an  at- 
tack made  by  James  M.  Smith  and  Marcellas  Bell, 
upon  Thomas  A.  Terry,  jr.  editor  of  the  Danville 
Reporter.  The  cause  of  the  outrage  was,  certain 
editorial  comments  on  the  delinquencies  of  a rela- 
tion of  the  first  named  gentleman,  who  was  a mail 
contractor  in  that  district.  At  the  tavern  of  the 
place,  one  of  the  aggressors  assailed  Mr.  Terry, 
(who  was  unarmed,  not  expecting  any  violence  to 
he  offered  him),  with  a heavy  cane,  while  the  other 
with  a pistol  in  each  hand  threatened  death  to  any 
one  who  would  approach  to  relieve  their  victim. 
This  defiance  however  was  disregarded,  and  the 
prostrate  man  was  rescued  from  their  murderous 
hands  wounded  severely  but  not  fatally.  The  same 
desperate  spirit  was  manifested  by  the  offenders, 


MARYLAND. 

The  senate  of  the  state  of  Man  kind  is  elected  for 
five  years  by  a college  of  electors  chi  sen  bv  the 
people.  The  electoral  election  was  held  on  Mon- 
day last  and  resulted  as  follows: 

Baltimore  city. 


Wards, 

Bidgely,  (whig). 

Yansant,  ( Y.  B.) 

First  ward 

291 

351 

Second  “ 

335 

39(1 

Third  “ 

2S9 

542 

Fourth  “ 

279 

601 

Fifth 

429 

406 

Sixth  “ 

333 

633 

Seventh  “ 

481 

£60 

Eighth  “ 

266 

563 

Ninth  “ 

444 

324 

Tenth  •* 

291 

514 

Eleventh  “ 

421 

576 

Twelfth  “ 

310 

650 

4,169 

5,810 

4,169 

Vansant's  majority  1,6 It 
Baltimore  county. 

(Whig.) 

(fan  Buren.) 

Harry  man,  Taggart 


Ellicott.  Bell . 


1st  district  57 

55 

320 

SI  5 

2d 

“ 132 

132 

140 

140 

3d 

“ 198 

198 

76 

76 

4th 

“ 41 

41 

141 

141 

Cth 

“ 122 

124 

125 

124 

Cth 

“ 31 

31 

175 

175 

7th 

“ 144 

143 

I ‘Hi 

197 

Sth 

“ 123 

117 

173 

172 

9th 

“ 39 

35 

143 

146 

10th 

“ 60 

58 

63 

65 

11th 

*<  102 

99 

105 

105 

12th 

“ 43 

48 

97 

97 

13th 

“ 35 

31 

170 

177 

1,132 

1,112  1, 

924 

1,930 

Kent  county. 

H7 tig. 

fan  Buren. 

Vickers 

9 

565  | Ivinggold, 

458 

Gale, 

515  j Miller, 

155 

Montgomery  county. 

Whig. 

Ian  Buren. 

Gaither, 

669  1 Duvall. 

663 

Hardin, 

CIO  | Chiswell, 

569 
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Whig. 

Calvert  county. 

Van  Buren. 

Kent, 

403  1 Wailes, 

324 

Dalrymple, 

393  1 Mackall, 

318 

Whig. 

Somerset  county. 

Van  Buren. 

Williams, 

1,022  I Long, 
1,012  | Teackle, 

701 

Handy, 

683 

Whig. 

Worcester  county. 

Van  Buren. 

Spence, 

1,107  I Parker, 

1,041 

Franklin, 

1,103  | Whitelock, 

1,041 

Whig. 

City  of  Annapolis. 

Van  Buren. 

Brewer, 

143  | Harwood, 

162 

Whig. 

Anne  Arundel  county. 

Van  Buren. 

Kent, 

855  I Sellman, 

1,017 

Ridgely, 

855  | Linthicum, 

1,015 

Alleghany  county. 

Whig. 

Van  Buren. 

Beall, 

S45  I Frantz, 

736 

Bruce, 

805  | Matthews, 

744 

Whig. 

Washington  county. 

Van  Buren. 

Kershner, 

1,147  I Wason, 

1,536 

Seibert, 

1,136  1 Macgill, 

1,519 

Whig. 

Frederick  county. 

Van  Bur  an. 

Bantz, 

2,658  I Fisher, 

3,168 

McKinstry, 

2,647  | Quynn, 

3,144 

Whig. 

Harford  county. 

Van  Buren. 

Moores, 

880  I Hope, 

1,066 

Arnos, 

874  | Sutton, 

1,059 

Whig. 

Charles  county. 

Van  Buren. 

Merrick, 

401  I Stone, 

264 

Brawner, 

409  | Mitchell, 

267 

Whig. 

Talbot  county. 

Van  Buren. 

Dickinson, 

593  I Lloyd, 

567 

Dudley, 

591  | Stevens, 

588 

Whig. 

Caroline  county. 

Van  Buren. 

Charles, 

545  I Keene, 

598 

Ford, 

539  | Fountain, 

570 

Whig. 

St.  Mary's  county. 

Van  Buren. 

Leigh, 

566  I Key, 

515 

Hearn, 

529  | 

Whig. 

Dorchester  county. 

Van  Buren. 

Hicks, 

925  I Breerwood, 

780 

Lake, 

927  1 White, 

798 

(JO-We  have  not  yet  received  complete  returns 
from  Cecil,  Prince  George's  and  Queen  Anne’s  coun- 
ties. They  shall  have  a place  in  our  next. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Alleghany, 

Whig. 

2 

Van  Buren. 
0 

Annapolis  city, 

. 0 

1 

Anne  Arundel, 

0 

2 

Baltimore  city, 

. 0 

1 

Baltimore  county, 

0 

2 

Calvert, 

. 2 

0 

Caroline,  .... 

0 

2 

Cecil,  .... 

. 0 

2 

Charles,  .... 

2 

0 

Dorchester,  . 

. 2 

0 

Frederick, 

0 

2 

Harford, 

. 0 

2 

Kent,  .... 

2 

0 

Montgomery, 

. 1 

1 

Prince  George’s, 

2 

0 

Queen  Anne’s, 

. 0 

2 

St.  Mary’s, 

2 

0 

Somerset, 

. 2 

O 

Talbot,  .... 

2 

O 

Washington, 

. 0 

2 

Worcester 

r 

0 
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ALABAMA 

The  Mobile  Advertiser  of  the  25th  ult.  contains 

full  returns  from  the  whole  state.  From  this  state- 

ment, it  appears  that  the  state  of  parties  in  the  next 

legislature  will  be  as  follovs 
Senate, 

Whig. 

18 

Van  Buren. 

12 

House  of  representati'es, 

46 

44 

Majority  on  joint  ballot. 

64 

56 

8 

56 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  “Raleigh  Register”  of  the  6th  inst.  contains 
a corrected  list  of  the  senators  and  members  of  the 
house  of  commons,  recently  elected — from  which 
it  appears,  that  the  senate  is  composed  of  26  whigs 
and  24  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  The  senator 
from  Cumberland,  it  is  said,  will  vote  for  the  whigs 
in  all  leading  questions.  In  the  commons  there  are 
59  whigs  and  61  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  This, 
observes  the  “Register,”  gives  a Van  Buren  majo- 
rity of  2 in  the  house,  which,  taken  from  the  whig 
majority  of  4 in  the  senate  leaves  a whig  majority 
of  2 on  joint  ballot.  But  we  learn  from  good  au- 
thority, that  col.  Stoclcard,  of  Orange,  will  vote  with 
the  whigs.  If  so,  it  will  lie  parties  in  the  house, 
and  still  leave  the  whigs  the  benefit  of  their  4 ma- 
jority in  the  senate. 


FROM  FLORIDA. 

The  most  important  event  which  has  transpired 
in  Florida,  since  our  last  notice,  is  detailed  in  the 
following  official  communication  from  maj.  Pierce, 
of  the  U.  S.  army,  which  we  copy  from  the  “Globe.” 
Micanopy,  August  21,  1S36. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I ar- 
rived here  yesterday,  and  learning  that  there  were 
Indians  lurking  about  Fort  Drane,  ten  miles  from 
this  post,  I determined  to  make  an  expedition 
against  them.  For  this  purpose  I marched,  at  two 
o’clock  this  morning,  with  110  men  and  a piece  of 
ordnance,  fifty  men  commanded  by  captain  Childs 
of  the  3d  artillery,  and  lieut.  Spalding  of  the  2d 
dragoons;  fifty  men  by  lieut.  J.  R.  Irwin  and  lieut. 
Herbert  of  the  1st  artillery.  I arrived  at  Fort  Drane 
about  sunrise,  attacked  the  Indians,  who  proved  to 
be  numerous,  say  300,  Miecasucky  Indians,  com- 
manded by  Powell.  Lieuts.  Irwin  and  Herbert  on 
the  right,  capt.  Childs  and  lieut.  Spalding  on  the 
left,  the  artillery  in  the  centre,  commanded  by  lieut. 
Pickell,  all  attacked  them  with  great  vigor  and  spi- 
rit, drove  them  three-fourths  of  a mile  into  an  exten- 
tensive  hammock,  and  in  a hurried  passage  over  the 
field  counted  ten  dead. 

This  engagement  was  well  contested  by  the  In- 
dians, who  fought  with  determined  bravery  for 
more  than  an  hour.  The  recesses  to  which  they 
retired  could  not  be  penetrated  by  our  exhausted 
and  inferior  force.  I therefore  marched  the  detach- 
ment back  to  Micanopy,  leaving  no  killed  or  wound- 
ed on  the  field.  Our  loss  was  one  killed  and  six- 
teen wounded,  viz:  lieutenant  Betts  (my  adjutant) 
slightly  wounded  in  the  thigh;  sergeants  Dustin, 
(C)  4th  artillery;  Ares,  (A)  3d  artillery, wounded; 
corporals  McKnight,  (C)  4th  artillery;  North,  (I) 
3d  artillery;  Dennis,  (A)  3d  artillery,  wounded;  ar- 
tificers Skiffington,  (6)  4th  artillery;  Sinclair,  fE) 
1st  artillery,  wounded;  musician,  Alexander  Heer, 
(G)  1st  artillery,  wounded;  privates,  Shisler,  (E) 
1st  artillery;  Treat,  (A)  3d  artillery;  Coppinger, 
(C)  4th  artillery;  Story,  (A)  3d  artillery;  Ribbold, 
(A)  3d  artillery;  Bennet,  (D)  1st  artillery,  wound- 
ed, none  thought  dangerous;  wagon  master,  Jack- 
son,  severely;  killed,  Sykes,  private,  (G)  1st  artil- 
lery. 

The  officers  of  my  command  were  capt.  Childs, 
3d  artillery;  lieut.  Pickell,  4th  artillery;  lieut.  J.R. 
Irwin,  1st  artillery;  lieut.  Spalding,  2d  dragoons; 
lieut.  Herbert,  1st  artillery;  lieut.  W.  H.  Betts,  (ad- 
jutant), 1st  artillery;  surgeons  Tripler  and  Bevy. 

The  officers  and  men  all  justified  my  most  san- 
guine expectations. 

I deem  it  due  to  captain  Childs  to  state,  that  he 
contemplated  the  same  movement  previous  to  my 
arrival,  and  was  awaiting  the  return  of  the  train  to 
accomplish  his  purpose. 

Jackson,  a wagon  master,  well  acquainted  with 
the  localities  of  Fort  Drane,  volunteered  his  ser- 
vices, and  as  a guide  on  the  march,  or  a soldier  in 
the  engagement,  was  brave  and  useful.  He  receiv- 
ed two  severe  wounds,  lost  a valuable  horse,  and 
deserves  a liberal  reward.  Very  respectfully,  your 
ob’t  servant,  B.  K.  PIERCE,  maj.  caomand'g, 

Fort  Drane,  it  will  be  recollected,  had  been  aban- 
doned, in  consequence  of  its  being  unhealthy,  and 
the  troops  removed  to  Micanopy.  It  is,  however, 
the  intention  of  the  medical  director  of  the  army, 
Dr.  Hawkins,  to  establish  St.  Augustine  as  a gene- 
ral hospital,  to  which  the  sick  will  be  removed  as 
soon  as  they  can  be  transported  by  water.  More 
than  120  sick  remained  at  Micanopy, 

An  officer  of  the  U.  S.  army  in  Florida,  in  .a  let- 
ter to  the  editor  of  the  Norfolk  Herald,  dated  on 
the  22d  ult.  writes  thus: — 

“Such  have  been  the  ravages  of  the  climate  on 
our  northern  constitutions,  that  300  would  meas  u.-e 
the  army  of  the  United  States  at  this  theatr  e of 
war!  _ Is  not  the  population  of  the  United  State  s : it 
this  time  about  15,000,000?  Is  not  ours  a weal  th  v 
country?  Are  you  a good  arithmetician?  If  so., 
please  to  tell  me  what  chance  300  or  400  men  , ex- 
hausted by  a year’s  residence  and  more  in  tj»  3 cli- 1 


mate,  and  broken  down  in  spirits  from  utter  neglect 
and  indifference,  have  to  conquer,  in  a summer 
campaign,  an  enemy  now  increased  in  number  and 
animated  by  success,  in  their  own  climate  and 
country,  who  could  not  be  conquered  by  5,000  in 
the  most  favorable  season  of  the  year?  Or,  to  ask 
a better  question,  is  not  this  state  of  things  shame- 
ful to  the  nation  and  cruel  to  our  poor  little  abused 
but  gallant  army.” 

The  gallant  conduct  of  capt.  Dimmock  of  the 
U.  S.  army,  in  a skirmish  with  the  Indians,  which 
tpolc  place  some  months  ago,  near  St.  Augustine,  is 
thus  narrated  in  the  Fredericksburg  (Va.)  Arena. 

“In  the  midst  of  the  action,  whilst  capt.  Dim- 
mock  on  horseback,  was  directing,  and  by  his  cool- 
ness and  courage,  animating  his  little  party,  he  was 
suddenty,  as  if  by  concert,  set  upon  from  different 
directions  by  two  Indians  of  huge  stature.  They 
fired  simultaneously  and  wounded  captain  Dimmock 
in  the  leg,  at  the  same  time  bringing  down  his  horse. 
Disengaging  himself  from  his  horse,  with  great  ac- 
tivity, he  gained  his  feet  in  time  to  bring  down  one 
of  his  antagonists,  as  with  fearful  yells,  they  rushed 
to  take  his  scalp,  thinking  their  fire  had  killed  him. 
On  seeing  his  companion  fall,  the  other  Indian  took 
to  flight,  but  not  in  time  to  save  himself.  Captain 
Dimmock  wheeled  about,  and,  with  great  coolness, 
shot  him  dead  with  the  other  barrel  of  his  fowling 
piece.  In  the  mean  time,  the  wounded  Indian, 
though  unable  to  rise,  had  seized  a gun,  but  before 
he  could  use  it,  captain  Dimmock  despatched  him 
with  his  sword.  We  are  gratified  to  be  able  to  state 
that  the  casualties  of  the  service  have  presented  an 
opportunity  of  promoting  this  gallant  officer,  and 
that  he  is  now  a full  captain  in  the  2d  artillery.” 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

From  foreign  papers  to  the  '2d  of  August  inclusive. 

GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 

The  Irish  church  bill  was  passed  in  the  house  of 
lords  on  the  2Sth  of  July.  Their  lordships’  amend- 
ments were  to  be  considered  in  the  other  house,  on 
the  2d  of  August.  They  rejected  the  appropriation 
clause. 

The  newspaper  stamp  duties  bill  was  passed  on 
the  25th,  in  the  house  of  commons,  by  a vote  of 
fifty-five  to  seven. 

The  friends  of  Mr.  O’Connell,  in  Derby,  were 
making  preparations  to  give  him  a splendid  dinner. 

Sir  ltober  Liston,  baronet,  one  of  his  majesty’s 
privy  council,  died  at  his  seat  near  Edinburgh,  on 
the  l-5th  of  July.  He  was  in  the  94th  yeariofhis 
age,  and  the  oldest  of  the  whole  diplomatic  body  of 
Europe.  About  ten  years  since  he  was  minister  at 
the  court  of  Turkey. 

The  proprietors  of  the  Manchester  and  Liverpool 
rail  road  had  a meeting  at  Liverpool  on  the  27tn  of 
July,  at  which  the  directors  announced  a dividend 
of  £5  per  share  for  the  preceding  six  months. 
The  net  profits  of  the  fail  road  for  the  six  months 
were  £39,402.  The  company  has  a mortgage  debt 
of  £427,500  to  pay  off. 

In  the  house  of  lords  on  the  30th  July,  that  body 
had  under  discussion  the  subject  of  slavery  in  India. 
Mr.  F.  Buxton  inquired  what  steps  had  been  taken 
relative  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  India,  and  was 
informed  by  Sir  J.  C.  Hobhousethat  the  subject  was 
left  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  local  authorities  in 
India,  who  could  apply  the  operation  of  the  clause 
in  the  act  with  better  effect  than  those  at  a distance. 

Count  Survelleiers,  Joseph  Buonaparte,  who 
took  passage  in  the  Philadelphia  packet  at  N.  York 
had  arrived  out,  and  with  his  suit,  was  established 
in  London. 

FRANCE. 

The  king  of  France  and  his  ministers  had  resolv- 
ed that  there  should  be  no  review  on  the  29th  July 
— the  last  of  the  “three  days” — and  the  preparations 
making  therefor  were  countermanded.  Much  agi- 
tation existed  in  Paris,  and  rumors  were  current  of 
a widely  extended  conspiracy,  in  which  several  re- 
giments of  the  line  were  involved.  A society  wa3 
also  spoken  of,  having  the  menacing  title  of  “Aven- 
gers of  Alibeau.”  Another  account  says — King 
Louis  Philippe  was  very  unwilling  to  give  up  the 
review,  and  was  only  prevailed  on  by  a unanimous 
assurance  from  his  ministers,  that  if  he  persisted 
they  would  resign  in  a body. 

Paris,  July  27.  The  fetes  of  July  have  com- 
menced under  impressions  and  feelings  of  gloom  and 
dissatisfaction.  They  will  terminate  without  any  se- 
rious Incident,  for  the  king  will  not  quit  the  Tuille- 
ries,  and  all  the  precautions  ordered  in  anticipation 
of  his  appearance  in  public— if  it  were  indeed  con- 
templated— are  strictly  observed . V ery  great  unea- 
siness, and  very  serious  complaints  are,  however, 
expressed  at  this  concealment  of  the  king,  and  every 
moment  one  hears  his  conduct  on  this  occasion  con- 
trasted with  the  resolution  shown  by  his  majesty  on 
the  5th  and  7th  of  June,  1832,  and  on  the  13th 
April,  1834,  when  armed  bodies  of  men  were  in 
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open  insurrection,  and  actually  fighting  will)  the 
troops  and  national  guards  in  the  streets  of  Paris. 

Paris,  July  28.  Plots  against  the  life  of  Louis 
Philippe.  The  Messenger  of  Tuesday  stales  that 
the  authorities  were  first  made  aware  of  the  exis- 
tence of  new  regicide  projects,  by  the  incorpora- 
tion into  companies  of  the  national  guard  of  seve- 
ral suspicious  individuals,  destitute  of  means  of 
subsistence,  who,  nevertheless  had  found  money  to 
equip  themselves  agreeably  to  the  new  ordonnance. 
It  adds  that  those  men  were  to  have  profited  by 
the  confusion,  which  usually  prevails  in  the  ranks 
of  the  national  guard  before  the  review,  to  choose 
their  station  among  them,  so  as  to  be  as  numerous 
as  possible  when  filing  by  the  king.  A telegraphic 
despatch  denounced  a non-commissioned  officer  of 
a regiment  of  the  line,  in  garrison  at  Metz,  as  go- 
ing to  Paris  with  the  intention  of  meddling  in  po- 
litical intrigue.  This  young  man,  named  Hocquart, 
was  accordingly  arrested  on  Saturday,  and  brought 
to  the  prefecture  of  police,  where  he  was  put  into 
solitary  confinement. 

The  Droil  announces  that  113  newr  arrests  had 
been  made  on  Saturday  and  Monday,  77  of  which 
were  grounded  on  political  reasons.  The  day  and 
night  reserve  detachments  were  doubled  in  all  the 
barracks  of  Paris.  Police  agents  repaired  on  Mon- 
day to  the  house  of  a M.  Olanier,  in  the  Passage 
Brady,  for  the  purpose  of  apprehending  him,  w hen 
they  learned  he  had  been  dead  tw  o years!  On  Mon- 
day morning,  M.  Montalivet,  Gasparin.Gisquet,  re- 
mained a long  time  closeted  with  the  king.  In  the 
afternoon,  prince  de  Talleyrand  had  himself  carried 
to  the  Tuilleries. 

M.  Armand  Carrel,  principal  editor  of  Le  Na- 
lionale,  died  at  Paris  on  the  24th  of  July,  of  a 
wound  received  in  a duel  with  M.  Girardin,  editor 
of  the  new  journal  La  Presse.  M.  Persat,  the  re- 
sponsible editor  of  La  Nationale  has  been  fined 
1,000  francs  and  sentenced  to  three  months  impri- 
sonment for  publishing  an  article  reflecting  on  the 
king  for  signing  the  order  for  the  execution  of  Ali- 
beaud.  The  editor  of  La  France  was  fined  1,000 
francs  and  sentenced  to  two  months  imprisonment 
for  copying  the  same  article. 

Information  had  reached  Paris, by  telegraph,  that 
general  Bugeaud  had  gained  a signal  victory  over 
Abdel  Kader,  near  Tremccen,  on  the  9th  of  July. 
The  loss  of  the  Arabs,  in  wounded  and  prisoners, 
was  upward  of  one  thousand.  The  Arab  chief  had 
made  overtures  for  negotiation,  but  the  French  ge- 
neral would  not  receive  them,  and  set  out  immedi- 
ately in  pursuit  of  the  enemy. 

A rigid  non-intercourse  is  still  kept  up  between 
France  and  the  Swiss  canton  of  Basle;  a large  mi- 
litary force  is  employed. 

SPAIN. 

An  insurrection  took  pilace  at  Malaga  on  the  night 
of  the  25th  of  July,  which  resulted  in  the  massacre 
of  the  civil  and  military  governors  of  that  city,  and 
the  complete  triumph  of  the  partizans  of  M.Mendi- 
zabal. 

It  seems  that  the  partizans  of  the  royal  statute, 
and  of  the  former  prime  minister,  hi.  Mendizabal, 
had  respectively  made  out  lists  of  candidates  of  re- 
presentatives to  the  cortes,  which  was  to  convene  in 
August.  Although  defeated  in  the  capital,  the  for- 
mer were  successful  in  other  towns  in  the  electoral 
district.  On  this  nows  reaching  Malaga,  the  adhe- 
rents of  Mendizabal  made  preparations  for  a revolu- 
tionary movement.  They  succeeded  in  corrupting 
the  military,  eight  hundred  men.  recently  brought  to 
Malaga  to  cause  the  authority  of  the  governors  to  be 
respected,  who  were  both  known  to  be  firm  support- 
ers of  the  royal  statute,  and  in  consequence  had 
been  repeatedly  insulted  by  the  populace.  On  the 
evening  of  the  25th,  the  national  guards  took  um- 
brage at  some  change,  which  it  was  reported  the 
military  governor  intended  to  introduce;  reinforced 
the  detachment  on  diity  at  the  main  guard,  and  as 
the  crowds  began  to  collect  in  the  streets,  ordered 
the  generate  to  be  beat. 

The  military  governor,  a veteran  covered  with 
seal's,  whose  valor  had  been  often  tested  in  the  field, 
immediately  proceeded  to  the  main  guard,  accompa- 
nied only  by  an  aid-de-camp — and  exclaimed,  “gen- 
tlemen what  is  this?  What  is  the  meaning  of  such 
strange  proceedings?”  Upon  which  one  of  the  na- 
tional guard  who  stood  near  him, presented  a pistol, 
which,  however,  flashed  in  the  pan.  “Pistols  do 
not  frighten  me,”  exclaimed  the  veteran,  and  enter- 
ing the  guard  room,  he  called  loudly  for  assistance. 
Some  of  the  guards  immediately  levelled  their  mus- 
kets at  him.  “National  guards,”  cried  the  gover- 
nor, “is  this  the  way  you  reward  the  victory  1 ob- 
tained at  Puente  de  la  lleynar?”  He  was  answer- 
ed by  a discharge  of  muskets,  and  his  body  was  af- 
terward run  through  in  twenty  places  by  the  bayo- 
nets of  the  national  guard. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  civil  governor,  the  dis- 
tinguished count  Donadio,  hearing  the  geticralc  beat, 


| repaired  to  the  convent  where  the  troops  were 
quartered,  and  put  himself  at  their  heard;  but  he 
i soon  found  that  they  were  not  to  be  depended  upon 
t in  a contest  with  the  national  guard.  And  upon 
the  approach  of  a large  body  of  national  lancers 
1 shouting  loudly  “the  constitution  forever!”  “Death 
I to  tyrants!”  “Death  to  the  paslerelot!” — (seeming  ' 
I friends,  but  real  foes  to  liberty) — “Down  with  the 
royal  statute!”  8cc.  he  retired  within  the  walls  of ; 
j the  convent,  and  ordered  the  gates  to  be  closed.  A j 
large  body  of  the  insurgents  now  collected,  beating  ■ 
i drums,  firing  muskets,  and  uttering  obstreperous 
'cries  of  “down  with  the  republic!”  k.c.  A short 
J parley  being  held  between  tiie  regular  troops  and  , 
the  national  guard,  the  former  left  the  convent  and 
joined  the  insurgents,  shouting  “union  forever!” 

| and  on  pointing  out  to  the  guards  the  governor,  who  ! 
was  attempting  to  make  his  escape,  disguised  in  the  ' 
dress  of  a common  soldier,  he  was  instantly  shot 
dead,  and  his  body  dragged  into  the  public  square,  I 
where  it  was  exposed  until  the  next  morning. 

On  the  26th  instant,  the  constitution  of  1812  was  , 
1 solemnly  proclaimed  and  sworn  to,  and  a new  junta,  1 
or  board  of  government  established,  the  president  j 
of  which  was  the  same  commandant  of  carabineers, 
who  presided  over  the  provisional  one.  The  new 
governor  had  forcibly  recommended  the  maintenance  I 
of  the  public  tranquillity. 

The  internal  condition  of  the  kingdom  is  repre-  j 
sented  to  be  very  unsettled  and  even  alarming.  I 
The  populace  in  Madrid  and  the  other  principal  ci-  ! 
ties  are  discontented  and  weary  of  the  protracted 
war.  In  the  suburbs  of  the  capital  their  discontent  i 
had  occasioned  riots  and  bloodshed.  In  Segovia  it  I 
had  been  necessary  to  adopt  strong  measures,  to  se-  j 
cure  the  city  against  a coup  de  wain. 

Two  Carlist  expeditions  had  been  despatched  on 
Arragon  and  Castile — and  it  was  apprehended  that  | 
one  object  of  these  movements,  was  to  make  an  at-  | 
tack  on  Valladolid.  Subsequent  accounts,  how-  j 
ever,  stated  that  the  troops  had  been  met  and  dis- 
persed among  the  mountains. 

Mina  has  issued  a proclamation,  threatening  se-  j 
vere  punishment  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  and 
villages,  which  may  in  future  assist  the  enemy,  or 
comply  with  an}'  of  their  requisions  for  supplies,  i 
unless  they  can  prove  that  the  enemy’s  superior  I 
numbers  left  them  no  chance  of  successful  opposi- ! 
tion  or  resistance. 

M.  Mendizabal  has  been  elected  a procurador,  or  i 
deputy,  from  Malaga,  Xeres  and  Madrid.  Senor  ! 
Isturitz  from  Medina-Sidonia  and  Cadiz. 

A letter  from  Bayonne,  dated  July  27.  states  that , 
all  the  public  offices,  &c.  had  been  removed  from  j 
Yitioria  to  Miranda-on-the-Ebre;  doubtless  under  I 
apprehension  that  the  city  might  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  Carlists,  gen.  Cordova  having  withdrawn 
from  Vittoria  with  his  forces. 

Recruiting  for  the  French  legion,  serving  in  the 
ranks  of  the  queen’s  army,  was  going  on  very  ac- 
tively in  the  neighborhood  of  the  frontier. 

General  A ldama,  governor  of  Barcelona,  had  gone 
to  Figueras  with  a strong  body  of  troops,  to  exe- 
cute justice  upon  the  murderers  of  brigadier-gene- 
ral Tena,  late  governor  of  Figueras,  who,  it  will  he 
remembered,  was  slain  in  a late  tumult. 

It  is  stated  that  some  important  advantages  had 
been  gained  by  the  queen's  troops.  Another  ac- 
count says  the  queen’s  troops  are  dispirited  and 
in  some  instances  have  laid  down  their  arms. 

M.  Rayncval,  the  French  ambassador  at  Madrid, 
had  applied  for  his  recal,  and  at  the  same  time  de- 
manded the  appointment  of  a general  of  high  reputa- 
tion to  succeed  him,  whose  opinions  may  have 
weight  in  the  queen’s  councils.  Marshal  IVTolitar 
is  said  lo  have  been  nominated,  in  pursuance  of  this 
demand. 

BRAZIL. 

The  imperial  government  had  latterly  succeeded 
in  gaining  advantages  over  the  insurgents  in  the 
provinces  of  San  Pedro  de  Sal,  (Rio  Grande)  and 
that  it  was  hoped  that  all  would  be  restored  to 
tranquillity.  Com.  Grenfell  lias  been  appointed 
to  the  command  of  a squadron  of  1 1 or  12  brigs 
and  schooners. 

No  further  accounts  from  Para.  Rumors  were 
circulated  that  the  rebels  had  been  beaten.  Consi- 
derable opposition  had  been  manifested  in  the 
chambers  against  the  administration  of  regent  I V- 
jio,  but  on  the  whole  his  government  appeared  to 
be  popular. 

MEXICO. 

We  learn  from  the  editors  of  the  New  Orleans 
“Bee”  of  the  22d  ult . who  have  received  files  of  the 
Diario  del  Goberno  of  Mexico,  lo  the  doth  of  July, 
inclusive,  that  the  republic  is  agitated  by  domestic 
commotions.  The  liberal  party  or  federalists,  (i.  e. 
those  opposed  to  centralism)  are  making  rapid  ad- 
vances; they  have  made  a bold  attempt  to  abolish 
the  present  order  of  things,  and  restore  the  govern- 
ment to  its  former  features;  but  whether  their  force 


was  insufficient  to  obtain  die  success  they  calculat- 
ed upon,  or  whether  the  government  anticipated 
their  designs  and  frustrated  them  by  timely  organi- 
zation, we  cannot  tell:  however,  they  were  com- 
pletely routed  at  Ella  in  the  engagement  w Inch  took 
place  betw-ecn  900  government  troops  under  the 
command  of  gen.  Canalazo,  and  OOO  federalists 
commanded  by  col.  Miguel  Acevedo. 

From  Canalazo  an  official  despatch  or  bulletin  ap- 
jtears  in  the  Diario  of  the  24tti — which  slates  that 
the  federal  party  had  100  men  killed,  and  22S  taken 
prisoners.  Among  the  latter  are  Acevedo,  chief  of 
tiic  revolutionists,  Andreas  Castenada,  brevet  com- 
mandant of  the  battalion,  Ramirez,  commanding 
the  company  of  Tacachi.  and  a foreigner  named 
Laprelladi,  captain  of  artillery.  The  remainder  of 
their  force  were  entirely  routed.  The  loss  on  the 
part  of  the  government  w as  3 killed  and  6 wound- 
ed. 

The  day  succeeding  this  engagement,  Acevedo. 
Castenada,  Ramirez  and  Laprelladi  were  shot.  A 
council  of  war  had  been  held  upon  the  other  officers, 
bu  t the  result  has  not  yet  transpired. 

The  commandant  ol  artillery  of  the  federal  troops 
succeeded  in  making  his  escape  from  Ktla,  and  has 
arrived  in  this  city.  He  informed  us,  that  the 
greatest  agitation  prevails  in  the  interior  of  Mexi- 
co, occasioned  by  the  revolutionary'  movements  of 
Oajaca;  disturbances  arc  hourly  anticipated. 

The  official  accounts  from  the  states,  on  the  other 
hand,  directed  to  the  general  government,  and  pub- 
lished in  the  Diario,  declare  mast  directly,  tlial  the 
greatest  tranquillity  prevailed  throughont. 

The  Mexican  fleet,  consisting  of  the  brig  Kama 
and  the  schooner  Bravo,  were  at  Vera  Cruz  on  the 
9tb.  They  were  preparing  to  make  a cruize. 

By  a decree  of  the  general  government,  publish- 
ed in  the  official  paper  of  17th  July,  an  annual  con- 
tribution of  8'3  upon  every  thousand  dollars’  worth 
of  property  has  been  declared  upon  all  rural  estates. 

The  Diario,  of  the  24th  J uly,  informs  us  that  a 
pamphlet  is  circulating  in  the  capital,  entitled  "The 
Ministry  Made  Known,”  said  to  have  been  printed 
at  Oajaca,  in  Valde’s  office,  but  which  was  really 
printed  in  Mexico.  This  document  is  wholly  oc- 
cupied with  censuring  the  acts  of  the  cabinet.  M. 
Mcngino  is  accused  of  being  the  cans  of  all  the 
troubles  and  dissensions  which  have  formerly  exist- 
ed. The  secretary  of  war,  Tornel.  is  called  a cow- 
ard, and  unworthy  of  the  place  he  occupies.  This 
pamphlet  appears  to  have  given  great  uneasiness  to 
the  ministry,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  articles  pub- 
lished in  the  official  papers  against  it. 

From  the  official  proclamations  relative  to  the 
conspirators  of  the  state  of  Oajaca,  and  the  southern 
provinces,  and  the  movements  of  the  federalists  in 
Mexico,  received  by  the  general  government,  it  ap- 
pears that  numerous  arrests  have  been  made'  since 
the  battle  of  Etla.  Two  individuals  belonging  to 
Lauareigas’  band  (the  companion  of  Caberilln  Me- 
lendes)  have  been  arrested  and  imprisoned,  on  the 
charge  of  exciting  the  people  to  revolution,  by  pro- 
claiming a new  government,  and  crying  long  life 
to  federation.  One  of  these  individuals  in  detend- 
ing himself  was  wounded.  Three  muskets  and 
four  shat  guns  xvere  found  on  his  premises. 

At  Sin  Felipe  (Guanjato)  a lieutenant  colonel  of 
the  name  of  Louis  Gonzales  made  cd'orts  to  excite 
the  patriots  there  to  revolt,  but  not  completely  suc- 
ceeding, he  decamped  for  Zacatecas,  where  a parly 
of  troops  lave  been  sent  to  arrest  him. 

An  official  letter  from  I.onja  says  that  the  Gon- 
zales party,  of  w hich  w e have  spoken  in  the  pre- 
ceding paragraphs,  has  been  reduced  to  six  men, 
t ho  balance  taring  abandoned  him.  He  will  have 
to  make  hiseicape  from  that  department,  or  run  the 
risk  of  being  wrested  or  killed. 

Another  official  note  from  the  same  city,  under 
date  of  the  24thof  July,  states  that  the  detachment 
of  troops  sent  in  pursuit  of  Gonzales  and  his  accom- 
plices, are  makitg  every  endeavor  to  ferret  them 
out,  and  that  but  little  doubt  is  entertained  of  the 
whole  of  them  beilg  taken. 

On  the  25th  the  official  account  of  the  arrest  of 
these  individuals,  (mounting  to  twenty-two,  was 
received. 

later  nctrs. 

The  New  Orleans  ice  of  the  2 1th  ult.  gives  co- 
pious extracts  from  a Ije  of  the  Oosmopohtu  a libe- 
ral journal  of  Mexico,  m the  subject  of  the  affair 
at  Etla.  The  executionof  Acevedo  and  others  at 
that  place  by  the  con.mtpdant  of  the  government 
troops,  Canalizo,  is  denounced  as  a repetition  of  the 
bloody  scenes  of  the  despotic  reign  ot  Bustemcnte. 
These  excesses  are  compared  to  the  conduct  of 
Danton  and  Robespierre,  bu\  the  day  of  retribution 
as  then  is  prayed  for.  in  the  ,'ecurrence  of  another 
lStli  Brumaire,  which  shall  pit  an  end  to  the  reign 
of  terror. 

The  Cosuiopolita  avers  that  tuch  is  the  distract- 
ed state  of  the  government  that  it  cannot  procure 
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money  for  a single  campaign.  That  the  same  fate 
awaits  the  present  system  of  centralism  and  con- 
solidation as  that  which  overwhelmed  Bustemente. 
There  are  neither  statesmen  nor  warriors;  even  the 
army  was  better  off  under  the  tyrant  Bustemente. 

The  following  articles  from  the  same  paper,  show 
the  extent  of  the  disaffection: 

Congress,  on  account  of  the  penury  of  the  pub- 
lic treasury,  speak  of  new  contributions.  Is  there 
a representative  or  a senator,  if  asked,  who  can  tell 
what  has  been  disbursed  for  the  war  in  Texas?  Is 
there  that  individual  living  who  can  make  a reca- 
pitulation of  the  sums  spent,  soi  desant,  for  secret 
expenses? 

Mr.  Fonseca,  who  has  pronounced  in  the  city  of 
Foloca)  for  federalism,  is  augmenting  his  followers, 
and  seems  disposed  to  march  upon  Michoacan. 

A.  Teutilillan  and  gen.  Gomez  have  pronounced 
in  favor  of  federation. 

On  the  18th  at  7 o’clock  in  the  morning,  an  ex- 
traordinary courier  arrived  at  Gradelaria  from  Ca- 
lunia,  bringing  intelligence  that  in  the  latter  city  a 
rising  had  taken  place  in  favor  of  federalism. 

They  w'rite  from  San  Louis:  “Every  day  we  have 
the  arrivals  of  the  unfortunate  officers  and  soldiers 
from  Matamoras,  the  army  having  been  entirely 
disbanded.  The  war  department  of  the  republic 
will  shortly  present  in  the  most  imposing  manner  a 
loss  of  its  maritime  force.” 

At  Cohuli,  Tamaupilis  and  San  Louis,  great  com- 
plaints are  made  about  the  contributions,  and  great 
anxiety  prevails  to  know  how  the  money  which 
goes  into  the  treasury  is  disposed  of. 

FROM  NACOGDOCHES. 

The  public  has  heard  scarcely  any  thing  from 
gen.  Gaines’  head  quarters  since  his  letter  Of  the 
10th  of  July,  announcing  his  intention  to  march  a 
part  of  his  army  to  Nacogdoches;  and  from  that 
post  itself  we  have  not,  until  now,  heard  a word. 
If  the  government  has  been  any  betttr  advised, 
their  information  has  not  been  worth  publishing,  or 
they  have  thought  proper  to  keep  it  to  themselves. 
This  long  silence  had,  indeed,  begun  to  create  doubts 
in  the  minds  of  some  people  whether  gen.  Gaines 
had,  in  fact,  compromised  the  neutral  obligations  of 
his  country,  by  a military  movement  into  the  Mex- 
ican territory;  but  the  annexed  extract  from  a let- 
ter received  yesterday  by  one  of  our  citizens,  from 
an  officer  at  Nacogdoches,  settles  the  question,  and 
shows  that  a detachment  of  our  army  is  in  actual 
occupation  of  that  Mexican  town:  [Nat.  Intel. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  ail  officer  of  the  U.  S.  ar- 
my, dated  camp  Nacogdoches,  Aug.  4,  1836. 

“Since  I last  addressed  you  from  Fort  Towson,  I 
have  performed  another  march  of  near  two  hun- 
dred miles,  and  now,  on  a small  hill  which  termi- 
nates, or  rather  on  which  Nacogdoches  partly 
stands,  our  encampment  is  spread.  We  were  two 
weeks  accomplishing  the  march,  which  was  truly 
fatiguing.  Part  of  the  country  over  which  we  pass- 
ed had  never  been  travelled  before,  except  by  men 
on  horseback;  and  as  we  were  encumbered  vith  ox 
teams,  a road  had  necessarily  to  be  cut  as  we  ad- 
vanced, which  caused  great  clelay,  even  wnen  no 
river  was  to  be  crossed,  and  the  trouble  incident  to 
building  bridges  and  rafts  did  not  occur  to  detain 
us.  We  reached  this  place  about  a week  ago,  and 
the  firing  of  a small  piece  of  artillery  cn  our  ap- 
proach told  of  a favorable  reception.  Tne  inhabi- 
tants are  extremely  polite  and  obliging,  but  many 
of  them  have  left  the  town  in  consequmce  of  the 
hostile  attitude  of  the  Indians,  who  arc  said  to  be 
so  numerous  that  some  do  not  consider  the  town 
safe  now,  notwithstanding  the  preseice  of  the  U. 
S. troops. 

“Yesterday  evening  the  roaring  of  artillery  and 
the  sound  of  martial  music  annourced  the  arrival 
of  gen.  Houston  and  staff.  He  se-’ins  to  have  suf- 
fered in  health,  and  the  wound  received  at  the  bat- 
tle of  San  Jacinto  confines  him  siill  to  his  crutches. 

“Reports  said  a week  or  two  >ince  that  ten  thou- 
sand Mexicans  wrere  on  their  march  to  Texas,  but, 
like  most  reports  of  the  kind,  it  proved  to  be  incor- 
rect, though  it  is  yet  believed  that  about  two  thou- 
sand are  embodied  at  Matamrras.  The  Texian  ar- 
my is  daily  increasing  in  strength  and  confidence, 
and  will  doubtless  be  able  successfully  to  oppose 
any  force  that  can  be  brought  against  them.” 

It  is  stated  in  the  Pensicola  Gazette,  that  general 
Gaines  having  sent  an  officer  into  Texas  about  the 
middle  of  July,  for  the  purpose  of  reclaiming  some 
deserters,  he  found  them  to  the  number  of  200  al- 
ready enlisted  in  the  Texian  service.  They  were 
in  the  uniform  of  the  American  army,  but  refused, 
of  course,  to  return  with  the  officer.  On  applica- 
tion to  the  commander  ol  the  Texian  forces,  that 
officer  replied  that  the  soldiers  might  go  if  they 
chose,  but  that  he  had  no  authority  to  send  them 


back  against  their  will.  It  is  not  stated  whether 
these  men  belonged  to  the  regular  army  or  were 
volunteers  called  Into  the  service  of  the  United 
States. 


THE  ARMY. 

GENERAL  ORDER,  NO  59. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army,  adjutant  general’s  office, 
Washington,  August  29,  1S36. 

1.  Promotions  in  the  army  since  the  publication 
of  “general  order”  No.  48,  dated  6th  July,  1836. 

I — PROMOTIONS. 

First  regiment  of  dragoons. 

1st.  lieut.  Abraham  Van  Buren,  to  be  captain  4th 
July,  1836;  vice  Hunter,  resigned. 

2d  lieut.  Gaines  P.  Kingsbury,  to  be  1st  lieut. 
4th  July,  1836;  vice  Van  Buren,  promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Lloyd  Tilghman,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
4th  July,  1S36;  vice  Kingsbury,  promoted.  (Bvt. 
1st.  July,  1836.) 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Thomas  McCrate,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
31st  July,  1836.  (Bvt.  1st  July,  1836.) 

First  regiment  of  artillery. 

1st  lieut.  Charles  Dimmock,  to  be  captain  6th 
August,  1836;  vice  Gates,  deceased. 

2d  lieut.  Jacob  W.  Bailey,  to  be  1st  lieut.  6th 
Aug.  1836;  vice  Dimmock,  promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Alex.  P.  Crittenden,  to  be  2d 
lieut.  31st  July,  1836;  vice  Allen,  resigned.  (Bvt. 
1st  July,  1836.) 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Peter  V.  Hagner,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
6th  August,  1836;  vice  Bailey,  promoted.  (Bvt.  1st 
July,  1836.) 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Martin  J.  Burke,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
31st  August,  1836;  vice  Sitgreaves,  resigned. — 
(Bvt.  1st  July,  1836.) 

Second  regiment  of  artillery. 

Brevet  major  Matthew  W.  Payne,  captain  of  the 
4th  regiment  of  artillery,  to  be  major  27th  June, 
1836;  vice  Heileman,  deceased. 

2d  lieut.  Andrew  A.  Humphreys,  to  be  1st  lieut. 
16th  August,  1836;  vice  Locke,  resigned. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Henry  H.  Lockwood,  to  be  2d 
lieut.  20th  July,  1836;  vice  Loughborough,  deceas- 
ed. (Bvt.  1st  July,  1836.) 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Muscoe  L.  Shackelford,  to  be 
2d  lieut.  31st  July,  1836;  vice  Burnett,  resigned. — 
(Bvt.  1st  July,  1836.) 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Robert  Allen,  to  be  2d  lieut.  16th 
August,  1836;  vice  Humphreys  promoted.  (Bvt. 
1st  July,  1836. 

Third  regiment  of  artillci-y. 

Brevet  captain  Richard  B.  Lee,  1st  lieut.  to  be 
captain  31st  August,  1S36;  vice  Ansart,  resigned. 

Brevet  captain  Samuel  Ringgold,  1st  lieut.  to  be 
captain  31st  August,  1836;  vice  Thurston,  resigned. 

2d  lieut.  Wm.  R.  McKee,  to  be  1st  lieut.  13th 
August,  1836;  vice  White,  resigned. 

2d  lieut.  Benj.  Poole,  to  be  1st  lieut.  31st  August, 
1836;  vice  Lee,  promoted. 

2d  lieut.  Edwin  Rose,  to  be  1st  lieut.  31st  Au- 
gust, 1836;  vice  Ringgold,  promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Christopher  A.  Greene,  to  be  2d 
lieut.  13th  August,  1836;  vice  McKee,  promoted. 
(Bvt.  1st  July,  1836.) 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Christopher  Q.  Tompkins,  to  be 
2d  lieut.  31st  August,  1836;  vice  Poole,  promoted. 
(Bvt.  1st  July,  1836.) 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Israel  C.  Woodruff,  to  be  2d 
lieut.  31st  August,  1836;  vice  Rose,  promoted. — 
(Bvt.  1st  July,  1836.) 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  William  Frazer,  to  be  4d  lieut. 
21st  August,  1836;  vice  Vinton,  resigned.  (Bvt. 
1st  July,  1836.) 

Fourth  regiment  of  artillert/. 

Brevet  captain  Henry  A.  Thompson,  1st  lieut.  to 
be  captain  31st  August,  1836;  vice  Ward  resigned. 

2d  lieut.  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  to  be  1st  lieut. "30th 
June,  1S36;  vice  Hopkins,  resigned. 

2d  lieut.  Frank  E.  Hunt,  to  be  1st  lieut.  31st  Ju- 
ly, 1836;  vice  Barnes,  resigned. 

2d  lieut.  Simon  H.  Drum,  to  be  1st  lieut.  15th 
August,  1836;  vice  Ewing,  resigned. 

2d  lieut.  Samuel  C.  Ridgeley,  to  be  1st  lieut.  31st 
August,  1836;  vice  Thompson,  promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Charles  B.  Sing,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
1st  July,  1836. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  John  W.  Phelps,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
28th  July,  1836;  vice  Brush,  resigned.  (Bvt.  1st 
July,  1836.) 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Wm.  B.  Arvin,  to.be  2d  lieut. 
31st  July,  1836;  vice  Hunt,  promoted.  (Bvt.  1st 
July,  1S36.) 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  George  C.  Thomas,  to  be  2d 
lieut.  15th  August,  1836;  vice  Drum,  promoted. — 
(Bvt.  1st  July,  1836.) 

Second  regiment  of  infancy. 

1st  lieut.  Samuel  L.  Russell,  to  be  captain  28th 
June,  1836;  vice  Johnson,  resigned. 

1st  lieut.  Carlos  A.  Waite,  to  be  captain  3d  July, 
1836;  vice  Ranson,  deceased. 


2d  lieut.  Silas  Casey,  to  be  1st  lieut.  28th  June 
1836;  vice  Russell,  promoted. 

2d  lieut.  Abner  R.  Iletzel,  to  be  1st  lieut.  28th 
June,  1S36;  vice  Gallagher,  resigned. 

2d  lieut.  James  W.  Penrose,  to  be  1st  lieut.  3d 
July,  1836;  vice  Waite,  promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  J.  R.  D.  Burnett,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
28th  June,  1836;  vice  Casey,  promoted.  (Bvt.  1st 
July,  1833.) 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Henry  W.  Wessells,  to  be  2d 
lieut.  28th  June,  1836;  vice  Hetsel,  promoted. — 
(Bvt.  1st  July,  1833.) 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  James  W.  Anderson,  to  be  2d 
lieut.  3d  July,  1S36;  vice  Penrose,  promoted. — 
(Bvt.  1st  July,  1833.) 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Thomas  Johns,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
31st  July,  1836;  vice  Brown,  resigned.  (Bvt.  1st 
July,  1833.) 

Fourth  regiment  of  infantry. 

2d  lieut.  Charles  H.  Larned,  to  be  1st  lieut.  7th 
August,  1836;  vice  Hood,  resigned. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Stephen  T.  Tibbatts,  to  be  2d 
lieut.  7th  August,  1836;  vice  Larned,  promoted. — 
(Bvt.  1st  July,  1835.) 

Fifth  regiment  of  infantry. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Alex.  H.  Tappen,  to  he  2d  lieut. 
31st  July,  1836;  vice  Collingsworth,  resigned. — 
(Bvt.  1st  July,  1835.) 

Sixth  regiment  of  infantry. 

1st  lieut.  Levi  M.  Nute,  to  be  captain  31st  July, 
1836;  vice  Rogers,  resigned. 

2d  lieut.  Nathaniel  J."  Eaton,  to  be  1st  lieut.  31st 
July,  1836;  vice  Nute,  promoted. 

2d  lieut.  Robert  Sevier,  to  be  1st  lieut.  10th  Au- 
gust, 1836;  vice  Linden,  deceased. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Jacob  E.  Blake,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
31st  July,  1836;  vice  Eaton,  promoted.  (Bvt.  1st 
July,  1833.) 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  John  P.  Center,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
10th  August,  1836;  vice  Sevier  promoted.  (Bvt. 
1st  July,  1833.) 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  George  H.  Ringgold,  to  be  2d 
lieut.  15th  August,  1836;  vice  Drayton,  resigned. 
(Bvt.  1st  July,  1833.) 

Seventh  regiment  of  infantry. 

1st  lieut.  Washington  Seawell  to  be  captain  31st 
July,  1836;  vice  Tiilinghast,  resigned. 

2d  lieut.  Roger  S.  Dix,  to  be  1st  lieut.  31st  July, 
1836;  vice  Seawell,  promoted. 

2d  lieut.  Richard  C.  Gatlin,  to  be  1st  lieut.  31st 
August,  1836;  vice  Mather,  resigned. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Wm.  H.  Griffin,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
31st  July,  1836;  vice  Dix,  promoted.  (Bvt.  1st 
July,  1835.) 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  James  M.  Wells,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
31st  August,  1836;  vice  Gatlin,  promoted.  (Bvt. 
1st  July,  1835.) 

II — CASUALTIES — (34.)  . 

Resignations. — (25. ) 

Captains. — (7.) 

David  Hunter,  1st  dragoons,  4th  July,  1S36. 

Brevet  major  Felix  Ansart,  3d  artillery,  31st  Au- 
gust, 1836. 

Charles  M.  Thurston,  3d  artillery,  31st  August, 
1836. 

Charles  Ward,  4th  artillery,  31st  August,  1836. 

Seth  Johnson,  2d  infantry,  28th  June,  1836. 

Jason  Rogers,  6th  infantry  31st  July,  1836. 

Nicholas  Tiilinghast,  7th  infantry,  31st  July, 
1836. 

1 sf  lie  utenants . — ( 8 . ) 

J.  W.  Shaumburg,  1st  dragoons,  31st  July,  1836. 

Joseph  L.  Locke,  2d  artillery,  16th  August,  1836. 

Edward  B.  White,  3d  artillery,  13th  August, 
1836. 

M.  C.  Ewing,  4th  artillery,  15th  August,  1S36. 

James  Barnes,  4th  artillery,  31st  July,  1836. 

Joseph  S.  Gallagher,  2d  infantry,  28th  June, 
1836. 

Washington  Hood,  4th  infantry,  7th  August, 
1836. 

Wm.  W.  Mather,  7th  infantry,  31st  August, 
1836. 

2 d lieutenants. — (9.) 

Lorenzo  Sitgreaves,  1st  artillery,  31st  August, 
1836. 

Robert  T.  P.  Allen,  1st  artillery,  31st  July,  1836. 

Ward  B.  Burnett,  2d  artillery,  31st  July,  1836. 

Francis  Vinton,  3d  artillery,  31st  August,  1836. 

Thomas  J.  Lee,  4th  artillery,  31st  August,  1836. 

Alfred  Brush,  4th  artillery,  28th  July,  1836. 

Jacob  Brown,  2d  infantry,  31st  July,  1836. 

John  T.  Collingsworth,  5th  infantry,  31st  July, 
1836. 

Thomas  F.  Drayton,  6th  infantry,  15th  August, 
1836. 

Brevet  2d  lieutenant. — (1.) 

Wm.  H.  Price,  1st  infantry,  31st  August,  1S36. 

Deaths. — (5.) 

Bvt.  lieut.  col.  Julius  F.  Heileman,  major  2d  ar- 
tillery, 27th  June,  1836. 


oo 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER. 


Bvt.  maj.  Owen  Ransom,  captain  2d  infantry,  I time  was  more  than  double  its  present  cost,  while,  mortgage  shall  be  due  immediately,  and  the  mori- 
3d  July,  1836.  | at  thi  e,  the  machinery  was  much  inferior  zagees  have  a right  to  foredoaure  far  the  whole 


Captain  Lemuel  Gates,  1st  artillery,  6th  August,  to  that  now  in  use.  This  difference  has  alone  pro-  am  int.  Now  tiie  a?-:j'-«s  find  that  they  haie  no 

’ - power,  under  the  assignment,  to  «»l«  such  pay- 
- ments — no  discretion  is  allowed  them  in  this  r.arti- 


1836. 


! duced  much  loss;  we  could  not  come  in  competi- 


lst  lieut.  Henry  St.  James  Linden,  6th  infantry,  tion  with  the  British  manufacturers  in  an  open  con 
10th  August,  1833. 


2d  lieut.  H.  Loughborough,  2d  artillery,  20th 
July,  1836. 

Declined. — (4.) 

Captain  John  Dougherty,  2d  dragoons. 

1st  lieut.  Thornton  Grimsley,  2d  dragoons. 

1st  lieut.  Horatio  Grooms,  2d  dragoons. 

Brevet  2d  lieut,  John  W.  Judson,  2d  artillery. 

2 —  The  officers  promoted  will  report  accordingly, 
and  join  their  proper  stations  and  companies  with- 
out delay — those  on  detached  service,  or  acting  un- 
der special  orders  and  instructions,  will  report  by 
letter  to  their  respective  colonels. 

“Ill — Rule  to  be  observed  in  ordinary  cases  of  pro- 
motion 

3 —  “If  a field  officer,  the  officer  pronioted  will 
join  the  regiment  and  station  of  his  predecessor;  if 
a company  officer,  he  will  join  the  particular  com- 
pany where  the  vacancy  to  which  he  succeeds, 
may  have  occurred.” 

By  order  of  Alexander  Macomb,  major  general, 
commanding-in-chief. 

R.  JONES,  adjutant  general. 


j test,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  our  market  was  cular— consequently,  they  cannot  avoid  the  liilure 
Hooded  with  even'  species  of  British  goods  which  of  the  condition  of  the  mortgage. 


severely  pressed  upon  the  American  manufacturer 
and  produced  disastrous  results. 


In  some  instances,  the  mortgagees  have  already 
instituted  proceedings  to  foreclose — and  if  permit- 


But  how  are  the  tables  now  reversed?  At  this  j ted  to  proceed,  and  the  property  be  forced  off— it 


time  American  machinery  is  actually  superior  to  the 
British,  and  some  of  our  improvements  as  well  as 
our  goods,  have  been  introduced  into  England.  The 
American  throstle  spindle,  for  instance,  in  1833,  re- 
volved 7,500  times  in  a minute,  and  the  British  but 


cannot  fail  to  be  attended  with  ruinous  sacrifices. 
Again,  there  are  contracts  for  lands,  to  a large 
amount,  from  which  great  profits  may  be  confident- 
ly anticipated;  and  on  these,  advances  to  the  amount 
of  $100,000  have  already  been  made.  Unless  such 


4,500,  w hich  was  afterwards  increased  to  5,400.  But  i contracts  are  fulfilled,  the  estate  will  not  only  be 
to  show  still  further  the  progress  of  improvement,  we!  deprived  of  the  profits  which  can  be  realized' but 
may  observe  that  the  spindle  w hich  formerly  revolv-  the  payments  already  made  will  be  forfeited  * Yet 
ed  but  50  times  in  a minute,  now  moves  with  the  in  these,  and  in  like  cases,  the  assignees  have  no 
amazing  velocity  of  8,000  revolutions  in  a minute. ' power  to  act.  . 

The  result  of  these  various  improvements  is,  that  I Wien  the  assignment  was  executed  I supposed 
the  spinning  of  No.  100  thread,  for  example,  w hich  ! that  it  conferred  ample  powers  on  the  assignees— it 
cost  in  1786  $2  40  a pound,  now  costs  but  16  cents.  | was  my  intention  that  such  powers  si 
The  cost  of  making  species  of  yam  has  been  reduc- 


COTTON  MANUFACTURES. 

From  the  Lowell  (Massachusetts)  Journal. 

The  first  cotton  mill  in  Lowell  was  erected  in 
1822,  and  put  in  operation  the  next  year;  as  late  as 
1826,  there  were  but  2,500  spindles  in  operation 
there.  The  business,  however,  went  on  so  success- 
fully from  that  time,  that  on  the  first  of  January, 
1836,  there  were  27  mills  in  that  place  containing 
129, 82S  spindles.  The  water  power  in  that  place, 
is  now  all  or  nearly  all  occupied,  and  new  sites 
must  be  sought  in  other  places  for  the  increasing 
capital  flowing  into  this  branch  of  business. 

The  progress  of  cotton  manufactures  will  be  fur- 
ther developed  by  some  other  facts.  In  1790,  there 
was  but  one  cotton  mill  in  the  United  States.  This 
was  erected  by  Slater  and  Brown,  in  Providence, 
and  contained  but  70  spindles.  In  1805,  there  were 
but  eight  or  ten  mills  containing  4,500  spindles;  two 
of  these  mills  were  in  Massachusetts,  one  in  New 
Hampshire,  one  near  Philadelphia,  and  the  remain- 
der in  Rhode  Island.  In  1806  and  1807,  and  dur- 
ing the  war  of  1812,  there  was  a rapid  increase  in 
manufacturing  business,  caused  by  restriction  on 
importions.  These  commercial  embarrassments 
gave  the  first  decided  determination  (o  manufactur- 
ing in  this  country,  and  practically  illustrated  the 
prophetic  wisdom  of  Jefferson  and  Hamilton,  of 
the  necessity  of  making  the  United  States  inde- 
pendent of  all  other  nations  for  the  supply  of  the 
immediate  wants  of  her  people.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  in  1815,  the  number  ol  spindles  was  130,000, 
and  so  great  an  impetus  had  now  been  given  in 
this  direction,  that  in  1825,  800,000  spindles  had 
been  put  in  operation,  which  were  increased  in  tile 
next  ten  years  to  1,750,000,  requiring  about  54,000 
looms. 

Still  these  arc  not  sufficient  to  supply  the  wants 
of  the  community;  it  is  estimated  that  about  78,000 
spindles  should  be  annually  added  to  meet  the  de- 
mand of  the  present  yearly  addition  to  our  popula- 
tion. This  is  sufficiently  shown  by  the  state  of  the 
market;  for  notwithstanding  the  great  increase  in 
the  number  of  spindles,  the  price  of  goods  has  not 
only  been  maintained  but  advanced,  and  the  manu- 
facturing establishments  have  made  large  dividends 
of  profits.  It  has  been  said  upon  undoubted  au- 
thority that  capitalists  in  Boston  have  received  in 
the  last  four  years  sixty  per  cent,  in  dividends  on 
stock  in  some  of  the  Lowell  mills.  This  fact  comes 
home  at  once  to  the  understanding,  and  needs  no 
comment. 

We  find  a prejudice  existing  in  some  quarters, 
against  manufacturing  stock  in  consequence  of  a 
great,  depression  and  loss  in  that  kind  of  property, 
which  took  place  some  years  ago.  But  the  princi- 
ples upon  which  those  losses  are  explained,  give 
new  confidence  and  support  to  the  system  on  which 
the  business  is  now  conducted.  In  the  early  pro- 
gress of  our  manufactures,  the  pioneers  had  to  pass 
through  difficulties  and  embarrassments  hardly  lo 
be  conceived  of  by  people  of  the  present  day:  with 
a jealousy  natural  to  England,  and  not  surprising 
in  regard  to  an  interest  of  such  vast  importance  to 
her,  the  exportation  of  machinery,  and  the  emigra- 
tion of  machinists  were  prohibited  under  very  se- 
vere penalties;  our  own  machinists  were  few  and 
very  unskilful,  and  labored  under  immense  disad- 
vantages, having  to  grope  their  way  by  such  uncer- 
tain light  as  they  could  obtain  by  stealth,  or  their 
ingenuity  strike  out.  The  consequence  was  that 
the  expense  of  putting  a mill  into  operation  at  that 


my  intention  that  such  powers  should  be  con- 
ferred — and  their  omission  is  attributable  to  the 
ed  since  1812  about  one  half,  and  that  of  weaving  haste  with  which  t :ient  was  drawn  and 

by  power  loom  still  more;  and  threads  that  formerly  | not  to  design.  To  indulge  in  reerets  for  this  omis- 
broke  at  the  rate  of  thirteen  per  cent,  now  break  , sion,  would  be  idle— it  only  remains  to  apply  a rt- 
only  three  per  cent.  Besides  all  these  advantages,  j medy,  if  one  can  be  su^-ested.  Such  a remedy 
machinery  can  be  erected  and  put  in  operation  at . the  creditors  them-  - furnish-  and  as  mat- 
an  expense  not  exceeding  one  half  the  amount  it  ters  are  now  situated,  they  alone  possess  the  pow,  r 
cost  in  1820.  to  close  the  estate  in  a manner  to  secure  ti 

selves  from  loss.  If  the  second  class  of  creditors 
would  assume  the  payment  of  the  first,  and  take  the 
entire  property-  into  their  own  hands  and  under 
their  own  control — or,  if  both  classes  would,  by 
mutual  arrangements  among  themselves,  receive 


MR.  RATHBUN  TO  HIS  CREDITORS. 

The  annex  letter  from  Benj.  Rathbun  to  his  cre- 
ditors, is  taken  the  Buffalo  Commercial  Advertiser 
of  the  1st.  inst.  That  paper  says  that  if  tire  credi- 
tors in  schedule  C.  will  accept  the  real  estate  in  property* in  payment  of  their  demands,  all  the  claims 


payment  of  their  demands,  they  w ill  be  amply  se-  ] against  me  could  be  discharged, 
cured  and  have  the  certainty  of  ultimately  realizing  To  such  arrangement,  the  assignees.  I am  justifi- 
a handsome  advance.  ed  in  saying . would  cheerfully  accede,  and  I beg 

The  Buffalo  Journal  regrets  to  say  that  some  of1  leave  to  add]  fliat  I would  with’pleasure  release  my 
the  mortgage  creditors  manifest  a disposition  to  residuary-  interest,  and  join  in  any  conveyance  to 
press  their  claims  most  inconveniently  upon  the  accomplish  the  ends  proposed.  Although  I belle 


assignees,  and  urges  forbearance.  The  assignees 
have  published  a card  to  the  same  effect. 

TO  MY  CREDITORS. 

You  have  already  been  apprized,  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  public  prints,  that  owing  to  circum- 
stances beyond  my  control,  and  to  which  it  is  not 


that  lny  property  is  more  than  sufficient  to  satisfy 
my  creditors,  I yet  have  no  wish  to  reserve  any 
share  for  myself.  All  that  I now  desire,  so  far  as 
property  is  concerned,  is,  that  every-  creditor  of 
pine  should  be  paid  the  utmost  cent’  to  which  he 
is  entitled.  Whatever  may  be  my  fate  or  future 


necessary  now  to  allude,  I have  been  compelled  to  condition  in  life — whether  I be  convicted  or  ac- 


suspend  for  the  present,  the  payment  of  my  debts. 
To  close  my  estate  in  a manner  that  w-ould  render 
justice  to  every  creditor — and  secure  to  his  benefit 
all  the  property  which  I possessed — I executed  an 
assignment  of  my  effects,  real  and  personal,  to 
Messrs.  Pratt,  Allen,  Clary,  Love  and  Fillmore  of 
the  city  of  Buffalo.  By  that  assignment  my  credi- 
tors were  divided  into  two  classes — to  the  first  a 
preference  was  given,  in  the  payment  of  their  de- 
mands— a preference  called  for — by  feelings  of  gra- 
titude toward  some  of  that  class,  from  whom  I had 
received  much  friendly  assistance  in  the  transaction 
of  my  business;  and  by  a sense  of  the  obligation 
which  was  imposed  on  me,  to  protect  flic  mecha- 
nics, laborers  and  clerks  in  my  employment. 

The  real  and  personal  estate  inventoried  by  me 
amounted  at  the  valuation  which  I made  of  the  pro- 
perty, to  tw-o  millions  six  hundred  and  eighty-one 
thousand  dollars — and  this  valuation  subsequent  re- 
flection has  convinced  me,  was  not  exaggerated. 
The  whole  of  my  debts  of  every  kind  and  nature, 
will  not  exceed  one  million  eight  hundred  thousand 
dollai'3.  It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  unless  my 
estate  is  improvidently  managed,  it  will  furnish 
ample  means  for  the  extinguishment  of  eveiy  debt 
and  demand  against  me.  And  it  is  my  earnest  wish 
that  in  the  settlement  of  this  estate,  such  measures 
may  be  adopted,  as  will  save  the  property  from  loss 


quitted  of  tile  charges  preferred  against  me — to 
know  that  by  me,  no  one  has  been’  injured — that 
all  uiy  liabilities  have  been  faithfully  discharged— 
will,  in  eveiy  situation,  furnish  me  with  infinite 
comfort  and  consolation. 

With  a view,  therefore,  of  ascertaining  the  wishes 
and  feelings  of  my  creditors,  and  of  effecting  an 
united  and  vigorous  action  on  their  part,  I respect- 
fully request  them,  wheresoever  they  may  reside 

to  meet  in  person,  or  by  agents  fully  empowered  to 
act  in  the  premises,  at  tile  Eagle  tavern  in  the  city 
of  Buffalo,  on  Monday  the  twelfth  day  of  Septem- 
ber next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon.  On  that 
day  tli,e  sale  of  the  personal  property  is  advertised 
to  take  pla:e,  and  it  any  course  be  adopted  bv  the 

creditors,  d tie  rent  from  the  one  now  pursued to 

be  effectual^  must  be  prompt  and  decisive. 

BEAM  AMIN  RATH  BUN. 

Buffalo,  .digust  31,  1836. 

THE  LITE  BISHOP  CHEVERUS. 

F'om  the  Salem  Gazette. 

The  last  arrivals  from  Europe  bring  intelligence 
of  the  death  of  John  Chevenis,  formerly  Roman 
Catholic  bishop  of  Boston,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
decease,  a cardinal  of  the  Romish  church.  M. 
Cheverus  was  bon  at  Mayence,  in  the  province  of 
the  same  name,  onthe  28t'h  of  January,  1768. 


_ . . same  name,  onthe  28th  of  January,  1708.  His 

or  sacrifice,  and  insure  to  every  creditor  the  full  family  were  highly  respectable.  \t  an  early  age 
amount  of  his  claims.  j lie  entered  into  the  ecclesiastical  state,  and  iii  two 

Unfortunately  the  assignment  was  not  sufficiently  j or  three  years  afterw uds,  when  thirteen  or  fourteen 
considered,  previously  to  its  being  signed,  and  its  years  of  age,  was  pre Viced  to  a benefice,  by  Louis 


defects  and  want  of  particularity  in  its  details  are 
now  discovered  and  felt  by  the  assignees  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  their  trust.  Many  powers  essential  to  ! at  the  last  public  ordinajon  in  Paris,  before  the  ret 
the  due  and  proper  management  of  the  estate — volution.  Soon  after  entering  into  priest's  ordeis. 


XVIII,  then  Monsieur 
M.  Cheverus  was  onuined  December  18th,  1790, 


powers  which  were  intended  to  be  conferred — and  he  was  appointed  pastor  of  the  church  in  his  native 

...:n — < , i„ ~..i  „.:n  'parish,  and  vicar-general  of  the  diocess.  These 

early  distinctions  gave  him  a celebrity  not  acquired 
by  many,  venerable  for  theiftage  and  virtues,  among 
the  ecclesiastics  at  that  time;  lie  had  not  long  re- 
sided at  Mayence,  when  tin  persecutions  of  the 
clergy  commenced,  and  M.  Cheverus  repaired  to 
Paris,  where  he  was  concealed  on  the  second  and 
third  of  September,  the  memorable  days  of  the 
massacre  of  the  clergy.  In  a few  days  after  this 
bloody  scene  lie  left  Paris,  disguised  in  a military 
dress,  and  succeeded  in  escaping  \o  England.  On 
his  arrival  at  Dover  he  could  not  speak  "a  word  of 
English,  but,  in  January  1793,  he  Eok  up  his  resi- 
dence in  the  house  of  a Protestant  clergyman,  who, 


without  which  serious  losses  must  and  will  accrue, 
have  been  omitted  in  the  instrument  conveying  my 
estate  to  the  assignees;  and  those  gentlemen  now- 
find  exigencies  daily  arising,  calling  for  the  exercise 
of  such  powers;  while  the  instrument  under  which 
they  act,  and  by  which  they  are  circumscribed, 
docs  not  confer  tncm. 

For  instance:  on  several  parcels  of  the  real  es- 
tate, mortgages  have  been  given,  which  are  existing 
liens.  Many  of  these  mortgages  have  yet  a consi- 
derable time  to  run — provided  t lie  interest,  and  some 
small  payments  mentioned,  are  punctually  met. — 
But  in  case  of  failure  to  meet  such  payments,  then 
tile  condition  is — that  the  entire  sum  secured  by  the 
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in  addition  to  his  pastoral  duties,  had  five  or  six 
you!)"  men  with  him,  preparing  for  the  university. 
M.  Cheverus  .was  employed  in  giving  these  scho- 
lars lessons  in  the  languages  and  mathematics,  and 
found  the  conversation  of  these  youths  the  best  in- 
structer.in  the  English  language. 

In  1795  be  was  invited  by  Dr.  Matignon,  with 
whom  he  had  been  slightly  acquainted  in  Paris,  to 
join  him  in  Boston,  where  he  arrived  October  3d 
1796.  The  Catholics  were  increasing  at  this  time 
in  Boston,  and  many  gentlemen  subscribed  liberal- 
ly, to  assist  in  erecting  a church  for  them,  which 
was  consecrated  on  the  29th  of  September,  1S03. 
In  the  year  1810  he  was  appointed  the  first  Roman 
Catholic  bishop  for  the  New  England  states,  and 
was  consecrated  at  Baltimore. 

The  literary  and  scientific  acquirements  of  bishop 
Cheverus  were  of  a high  order.  He  read  Greek 
and  Hebrew  with  great  readiness;  he  spoke  and 
wrote  Latin  as  a vernacular  tongue,  and  repeatedly 
declared,  that  if  he  were  to  make  an  argument  for 
his  life,  he  should  prefer,  before  competent  judges, 
to  use  the  Latin,  believing  that  his  thoughts  would 
flow  more  readily  in  that  language  than  in  French 
or  English.  He  was  a good  citizen  of  his  adopt- 
ed country,  and  never  lost  an  opportunity  of  teach- 
ing his  flock  the  blessings  flowing  from  the  go 
vernment  under  which  they  lived,  and  kept  alive  in 
their  breasts  a warm  and  constant  patriotism.  In 
the  last  war  with  England,  when  Boston  was  threa- 
tened with  an  attack  from  the  enemy,  and  volunta- 
ry contributions  of  labor  became  necessary  for 
making  arrangements  for  a proper  defence,  bishop 
Cheverus  several  times  went  out  to  work  at  the 
head  of  his  flock,  to  assist  in  building  ramparts  and 
breastworks  for  defence.  He  was  a minister  of 
peace,  but  instructed  his  followers  that  self  defence 
was  not  only  a law  of  nature  but  a principle  of  reli- 
gion. 

After  the  death  of  Dr.  Matignon,  the  duties  of 
bishop  Cheverus  increased,  and  he  labored  indefa- 
tigably,  until  his  health  sank  under  his  exertions. 
In  1822,  on  the  return  of  baron  de  Neuville  to 
France,  who  had  been  residing  in  this  country,  as 
minister  from  the  court  of  F ranee,  the  state  of  the 
bishop’s  health  was  represented  to  Louis  18th,  and 
his  talents  being  well  known,  he  was  nominated  by 
an  ordinance,  dated  January,  13,  1823,  to  the  bi- 
shopric of  Montauban.  He  left  Boston  in  Septem- 
ber, 1823,  for  New  York,  whence  he  embarked  for 
Havre,  on  board  the  Paris,  and  on  the  21st  of  Oc- 
tober suffered  shipwreck  in  a violent  tempest  on 
the  coast  of  France.  Thus,  after  an  absence  of 
more  than  thirty  years,  he  was  thrown  upon  his  na- 
tive shores,  where  the  highest  honors  awaited  him. 
He  was  soon  raised  to  the  dignity  of  archbishop  of 
Bordeaux,  and  a few  months  since  was  appointed 
a cardinal.  It  is  not  improbable  that  he  would  have 
been  called  to  fill  the  pontifical  chair,  if  he  had  sur- 
vived the  present  incumbent. 


price  of  labor,  and  partly  perhaps  from  other  cir- 
cumstances. It  is,  however,  some  consolation  to 
know  that  we  are  not  likely  to  be  frozen  out,  as 
well  as  starved  out,  the  coming  winter,  though,  in 
truth,  at  the  prices  which  almost  all  articles  relat- 
ing to  the  sustenance  and  comfort  of  the  body  com- 
mand, we  do  not  well  see  how  people  in  moderate 
circumstances  will  be  able  to  make  the  two  ends  of 
the  year  meet. 

An  English  writer,  after  speaking  of  the  great 
manufacturing  advantages  of  America  and  the  ra- 
pid progress  of  our  manufactures  and  commerce, 
which  he  thinks  may  endanger  the  prosperity  of 
England,  says: — 

“The  writer  has  been  surprised  at  the  little 
knowledge  that  exists  here  with  respect  to  the  mi- 
neral resources  of  America.  In  nothing  does  that 
country  surpass  Europe  so  much  as  in  its  rich  beds 
of  •coal.  By  a government  survey  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania,  it  appears  that  it  contains  twenty 
thousand  square  miles  of  coal,  with  iron  in  propor- 
tion. This  is  one  state  only! — while  the  whole  of 
the  Mississippi  valley  is  more  or  less  enriched  with 
this  valuable  combustible.  Several  of  his  neigh 
bors  have  been  astonished  by  the  inspection  of  a 
specimen  of  bituminous  coal  which  the  writer  pro 
cured  from  a pit  at  Brownsville,  on  the  Mononga- 
hela  river,  above  Pittsburgh,  and  which  is  pronoune 
ed  equal  to  the  very  best  qualities  produced  from 
the  mines  in  Yorkshire.  The  mode  of  workin 
the  pits  is  to  drive.an  adit  into  the  sloping  banks  of 
the  navigable  rivers,  and  at  a few  yards  distance 
tlie  coal  stratum  is  usually  found,  six  lect  in  thick- 
ness; and,  as  the  miner  is  always  able  to  work  in  an 
upright  posture,  one  man  will  frequently  produce 
as  much  as  100  loads  a day. 

The  steamboat  in  which  the  author  went  from 
Brownsville  to  Pittsburgh,  stopped  at  one  of  these 
pits’  mouths,  and  took  in  a supply  of  fuel,  which 
was  charged  at  the  rate  of  about  3 farthings  a bush- 
el. These  are  facts  which  bear  more  directly  upon 
the  future  destinies  of  this  country  than  the  mar- 
riages of  crowned  heads  in  Portugal,  the  move- 
ments of  savage  forces  in  Russia,  and  similar  pro- 
ceedings to  which  we  attach  so  much  importance.” 


States,  in  the  same,  from  the  said  grand  dukedom, 
or  from  any  other  foreign  country;  the  said  suspen- 
sion to  take  effect  from  the  sixth  day  of  August, 
1836,  above  mentioned,  and  to  continue  so  Ion"  as 
the  reciprocal  exemption  of  vessels  belonging  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  their  cargoes,  as 
aforesaid,  shqll  be  continued,  and  no  longer^ 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, the  first  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the 
sixty-first.  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

By  the  president: 

John  Forsyth,  secretary  of  state. 


COAL  TRADE. 

From,  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce. 

We  often  hear  of  the  progress  of  steam,  the  pro- 
gress of  improvement,  the  progress  of  the  age,  &c. 
but  the  progress  of  coal  in  this  country  is  scarcely 
less  remarkable,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  annexed 
schedule,  derived  from  a more  particular  statement 
in  the  Philadelphia  Commercial  List  aid  Price 
Current.  The  first  column  of  tons  shows  the  whole 
quantity  in  the  Philadelphia  market  from  year  to 
year,  the  quantity  remaining  on  hand  at  the  close 
of  each  year  being  included  in  the  stock  of  the  year 


Year. 

“ o* 

Tons  m market. 

Sold. 

Remaining. 

1S20 

364 

364 

none. 

1821 

1,073 

1,073 

none. 

1822 

2,440 

- 

little. 

1323 

5,823 

- 

do. 

1824 

9,541 

- 

do. 

1825 

35,536 

35,53f 

none. 

1826 

47,545 

42,543 

5,000 

1827 

68,365 

60,3«5 

8,000 

1828 

90,302 

72.S02 

12,000 

1829 

125,815 

107315 

18,000 

1830 

192,934 

192,934 

40,000 

1331 

214,971 

2L.971 

none. 

1832 

364,051 

2f4,051 

70,000 

1833 

560,000 

425,000 

135,000 

1834 

514,9.36 

594,936 

120,000 

1835 

630,750 

677,435 

none. 

Some  attempt  has  been  made  lately  to  get  up  a 
panic  in  regard  to  the  supplies  of  the  present  year; 
but  the  writer  in  the  Commercial  List  assures  us 
that  it  is  without  foundation.  To  the  same  effect 
is  the  testimony  of  the  Minor’s  Journal  at  Potts- 
ville,  which  states  thit  a greater  quantity,  by  at 
least  75,000  tons,  has  been  or  will  be  forwarded 
from  that  vicinity  to  Philadelphia  this  year  than 
last.  Nevertheless  the  price  of  the  article  is  un- 
commonly high,  resulting  partly  from  the  increased 


TRADE  WITH  TUSCANY. 

OFFICIAL. 

By  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  congress  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  May,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  entitled  “an  act 
in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  ‘an  act  concerning 
discriminating  duties  of  tonnage  and  impost,’  and 
to  equalize  the  duties  on  Prussian  vessels  and  their 
cargoes,”  it  is  provided  that,  upon  satisfactoiy  evi- 
dence being  given  to  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  government  of  any  foreign  nation,  no 
discriminating  duties  of  tonnage  or  impost  are  im- 
posed or  levied,  in  the  ports  of  the  said  nation,  upon 
vessels  wholly  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  or  upon  the  produce,  manufactures  or  mer- 
chandise, imported  m the  same,  from  the  United 
States,  or  from  any  foreign  country,  the  president 
is  thereby  authorised  to  issue  his  proclamation,  de- 
claring that  the  foreign  discriminating  duties  of 
tonnage  and  impost,  within  the  United  States,  are, 
and  shall  be,  suspended  and  discontinued,  so  far  as 
respects  the  vessels  of  the  said  foreign  nation,  and 
the  produce,  manufactures  or  merchandise,  import- 
ed into  the  United  States,  in  the  same,  from  the 
said  foreign  nation,  or  from  any  other  foreign 
country;  the  said  suspension  to  take  effect  from 
the  time  of  such  notification  being  given  to  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  and  to  continue  so 
long  as  the  reciprocal  exemption  of  vessels  belong- 
ing to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  their  car- 
goes, as  aforesaid,  shall  be  continued,  and  no  lon- 
ger: 

And  whereas  satisfactory  evidence  has  lately 
been  received  by  me  from  the  government  of  his 
imperial  and  royal  highness  the  grand  duke  of  Tus- 
cany, through  an  official  communication  of  baron 
Ledeeer,  the  consul  general  of  his  imperial  and 
royal  highness  in  the  United  States,  under  date  of 
the  6th  day  of  August,  1S36,  that  no  discriminating 
duties  of  tonnage  or  impost  are  imposed  or  levied 
in  the  ports  of  Tuscany  upon  vessels  wholly  be- 
longing to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  upon 
the  produce,  manufactures  or  merchandise,  import- 
ed in  the  same,  from  the  United  States,  or  from  any 
foreign  country; 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Andrew  Jackson,  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  of  America,  do  hereby 
declare  and  proclaim  that  the  foreign  discriminating 
duties  of  tonnage  and  impost,  within  the  United 
States,  are,  and  shall  be,  suspended  and  discon- 
tinued, so  far  as  respects  the  vessels  of  the  grand 
dukedom  of  Tuscany,  and  the  produce,  manufac- 
tures or  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United 


GEN.  HARRISON’S  OPINIONS. 

Washington,  April  7,  1836. 

To  Gen.  William  II.  Harrison: 

Sir:  I consider  it  the  right  of  every  citizen  of 
the  United  States  to  ask  and  demand,  and  to  be  fully 
informed  of  the  political  principles  and  opinions  of 
those  who  are  candidates  for  the  various  offices  in 
the  gift  of  the  people,  and  the  imperious  duty  of  the 
candidate  to  frankly  and  fully  avow  and  declare  the 
opinions  which  he  entertains.  I,  therefore,  as  a 
voter,  a citizen  and  an  individual,  feeling  a deep  and 
abiding  interest  in  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  our 
common  country,  and  an  ardent  desire  to  see  the 
perpetuity  of  our  free  and  happy  form  of  govern- 
ment, take  the  liberty  of  asking  you  to  give  me 
your  opinion  and  views  on  the  following  subjects: 
1st.  Will  you  (if  elected  president  of  the  United 
States)  sign  and  approve  a bill  distributing  the  sur- 
plus revenue  of  the  United  States  to  each  state,  ac- 
cording to  the  federal  population  of  each,  for  inter- 
nal improvements,  education  and  to  such  other  ob- 
jects as  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  may 
see  fit  to  apply  the  same? 

2d.  Will  you  sign  and  approve  a bill  distributing 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  to  each 
state,  according  to  the  federal  population  of  each, 
for  the  purposes  above  specified? 

3d.  Will  you  sign  and  approve  bills  making  ap- 
propriations to  impro.e  navigable  streams  a~bove 
ports  of  entry? 

4th.  Will  you  sign  and  approve  (if  it  becomes 
necessary  to  secure  and  save  from  depreciation  the 
revenue  and  finances  of  the  nation,  and  to  afford  a 
uniform  sound  currency  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States)  a bill*(with  proper  modifications  and  restric- 
tions) chartering  a bank  of  the  United  States? 

5th.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  constitution- 
al power  of  the  senate  or  the  house  of  representa- 
tives of  tlie  congress  of  the  United  States,  to  ex- 
punge or  obliterate  from  the  journals  the  records 
and  proceedings  of  a previous  session? 

A frank,  plain  and  full  answer  to  the  foregoin" 
inquiries  is  respectfully  and.  earnestly  solicited.— 
Your  answer  is  desired  as  soon  as  possible.  I in- 
tend this  and  your  answer  for  publication. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  your  humble  and  obedient 
servant,  SHERRQD  WILLIAMS. 


gen.  Harrison’s  letter. 

North  Bend,  May  1,  1836. 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  7th  ultimo,  in  which  you 
request  me  to  answer  the  following  questions: 

1st.  “Will  you,  if  elected  president  of  tlie  Unit- 
ed States,  sign  and  approve  a bill  distributing  the 
urplus  revenue  of  the  United  States  to  each  state, 
ccording  to  the  federal  population  of  each,  for  in- 
ternal improvement,  education,  and  to  such  other 
objects  as  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  may 
see  fit  to  apply  the  same?” 

2d.  “Will  you  sign  and  approve  a bill  distributing 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  tlie  public  lands  to  each 
state,  according  to  the  federal  population  of  each, 
for  tlie  purposes  above  specified?” 

3d.  “Will  you  sign  and  approve  bills  making  ap- 
propriations to  improve  navigable  streams  above 
ports  of  entry?” 

4th.  “Will  you  sign  and  approve  (if  it  becomes 
necessary  to  secure  and  save  from  depreciation  the 
revenue  and  finances  of  the  nation,  and  to  afford  a 
uniform  sound  currency  to  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed States)  a bill,  (with  proper  mcdifications-and  re- 
strictions,) chartering  a bank  of  the  United  States?” 
5th,  “What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  constitu- 
tional power  of  the  senate  or  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  to  ex- 
punge or  obliterate  from  the  journals  the  records 
and  proceedings  of  a previous  a session?” 

From  the  manner  in  which  the  four  first  ques- 
tions are  stated,  it  appears  that  you  do  not  ask  my 
opinion  as  to  the  policy  or  propriety  of  the  mea- 
sures to  which  they  respectively  refer;  but  what 
would  he  my  course,  if  they  were  presented  to  me 
(being  in  the  presidential  chair  of  the  United  States) 
in  the  shape  of  bills,  that  had  been  duly  passed  by 
the  senate  and  house  of  representatives. 
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From  the  opinions  which  I have  formed  of  the  in-  j 
tention  of  the  constitution,  as  to  the  cases  in  which 
the  veto  power  should  be  exercised  by  the  presi- 
dent, I would  have  contented  myself  with  giving  an 
alTirmative  answer  to  the  four  first  questions;  hut, 
from  the  deep  interest  which  has  been,  and  indeed 
is  now,  felt  in  relation  to  all  these  subjects,  I think 
it  proper  to  express  my  views  upon  each  one  sepa- 
rately . 

I answer,  then,  1st.  That  the  immediate  return 
of  all  the  surplus  money  which  is  or  ought  to  be  in 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  the  possession  | 
of  the  people,  from  whom  it  was  taken,  is  called  j 
for  by  every  principle  of  policy  and  indeed  of  safe- 
ty to  our  institutions  and  I know  of  no  mode  of  do- 
ing it  better  than  that  recommended  by  the  present 
chief  magistrate,  in  his  first  annual  message  to  con- 
gress, in  the  following  words:  “7b  avoid  these  evils, 
it  appears  to  me  that  the  most  safe,  just  and  federal 
disposition  which  could  be  made  of  the  surplus  reve- 
nue, would  be  its  apportionment  among  the  several 
stales,  according  to  the  ratio  of  representation.” 

This  proposition  has  reference  to  a state  of  things 
which  now  actually  exists,  with  the  exception  of 
the  amount  of  money  thus  to  be  disposed  of — for  it 
could  not  have  been  anticipated  bv  the  president 
that  the  surplus  above  the  real  wants  or  convenient 
expenditures  of  the  government  would  become  so 
large,  as  that  retaining  it  in  the  treasury  would  so 
much  diminish  the  circulating  medium  as  greatly  to 
embarrass  the  business  of  the  country. 

What  other  disposition  can  be  made  of  it  with  a 
view  to  get  it  into  immediate  circulation,  but  to 
place  it  in  the  hands  of  the  state  authorities?  So  great 
is  the  amount,  and  so  rapidly  is  it  increasing,  that  it 
could  not  be  expended  lor  a very  considerable  time 
on  the  comparatively  few  objects  to  which  it  could 
be  appropriated  by  the  general  government;  but  the 
desired  distribution  amongst  the  people  could  be 
immediately  effected  by  the  states,  from  the  infinite 
variety  of  ways  in  which  it  might  be  employed  by 
them.  By  them  it  might  be  loaned  to  their  own 
banking  institutions,  or  even  to  individuals — a mode 
of  distribution  by  the  general  government  which,  I 
sincerely  hope,  is  in  the  contemplation  of  no  friend 
to  his  country. 

2d.  Whilst  I have  always  broadly  admitted  that 
the  public  lands  were  the  common  property  of  all 
the  states,  I have  been  the  advocate  of  that  mode 
of  disposing  of  them  which  would  create  the  great- 
est number  of  freeholders,  and  I conceived  that  in 
this  way  the  interest  of  all  would  be  as  well  secur- 
ed as  by  any  other  disposition;  but  since,  by  the 
small  size  of  the  tracts  in  which  the  lands  are  laid 
out,  and  the  reduction  of  the  price,  this  desirable 
situation  is  easily  attainable  by  any  person  of  tole- 
rable industry,  I am  perfectly  reconciled  to  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  as  provided 
for  by  the  bill  introduced  into  the  senate  by  Mr. 
Clay;  the  interest  of  all  seems  to  be  well  provided 
for  by  this  bill;  and  as  from  the  opposition  w hich 
has  hitherto  been  made  to  the  disposition  of  the 
lands  heretofore  contemplated  by  the  representa- 
tives of  the  new  states,  there  is  no  probability  of  its 
being  adopted,  I think  it  ought  no  longer  to  be  in- 
sisted on. 

3d.  As  I believe  that  no  money  should  be  taken 
from  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  to  be  expend- 
ed on  internal  improvements  but  for  those  which 
are  strictly  national,  the  answer  to  this  question 
would  be  easy  but  from  the  difficulty  of  determin- 
ing which  of  those  that  are  from  time  to  time  pro- 
posed would  be  of  this  description.  This  circum- 
stance, the  excitement  which  has  already  been 
produced  by  appropriations  of  this  kind,  and  the 
jealousies  which  it.  will  no  doubt  continue  to  pro- 
duce if  persisted  in,  give  additional  claims  to  the 
mode  of  appropriating  all  the  surplus  revenue  ol 
the  United  States  in  the  manner  above  suggested. 
Kach  state  will  then  have  the  means  of  accomplish- 
ing its  owrn  schemes  of  internal  improvement. 
Still  there  will  be  particular  cases  when  a contem- 
plated improvement  will  be  of  greater  advantage  lo 
the  union  generally,  and  some  particular  slates, 
than  to  that  in  which  it  is  lo  be  made.  In  such 
cases,  as  well  as  those  in  the  n^w  states,  where  the 
value  of  the  public  domain  will  he  greatly  enhanc- 
ed by  an  improvement  in  the  means'  of  communica- 
tion, the  general  government  should  certainly  large- 
ly contribute.  To  appropriations  of  the  latter  cha- 
racter there  has  never  been  any  very  warm  opposi- 
tion. Upon  the  whole,  the  distribution  of  the  sur- 
plus revenue  amongst  the  states  seems  likely  to  re- 
move most  if  not  all,  the  causes  of  disseiition  of 
which  the  internal  improvement  system  has  been 
the  fruitful  source.  There  is  nothing,  in  my  opi- 
nion, more  sacredly  incumbent  upon  those  who  are 
concerned  in  the  administration  of  our  government 
than  that  of  preserving  harmony  between  the  states. 
From  the  construction  of  our  system  there  has 


been,  and  probably  ever  will  be,  more  or  less  jea- 
lously between  the  general  and  state  governments: 
but  there  is  nothing  in  the  constitution — nothing  in 
the  character  of  the  relation  which  the  states  boor 
to  each  other — which  can  create  any  unfriendly 
feeling,  if  the  common  guardian  administers  its 
favors  with  an  even  and  impartial  hand.  That 
this  may  be  the  case,  all  those  to  whom  any  portion 
of  this  delicate  power  is  entrusted  should  always 
act  upon  the  principles  of  forbearance  and  concilia- 
tion; ever  more  ready  to  sacrifice  the  interest  of 
their  immediate  constituents  rather  than  violate  the 
rights  of  the  other  members  of  the  farailv.  Those 
who  pursue  a different  course,  whose  rule  is  never 
to  stop  short  of  the  attainment  of  all  which  they 
may  consider  their  due,  will  often  be  found  to  have 
trespassed  upon  the  boundary  they  had  themselves 
established.  The  observations  with  which  I shall 
conclude  this  letter  on  the  subject  of  the  veto 
power  by  the  president  will  apply  to  this  as  well  as 
your  other  questions. 

4th.  I have  before  me  a newspaper,  in  which  I 
am  designated  by  its  distinguished  editor  “ the  bank 
and  federal  candidate.”  I think  it  would  puzzle 
the  writer  to  adduce  any  act  of  my  life  which  war- 
rants him  in  identifying  me  with  the  interest  of  the 
first,  or  the  politics  of  the  latter.  Having  no  means 
of  ascertaining  the  sentiments  of  the  directors  and 
stockholders  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
(which  is  the  one,  I presume,  with  which  it  was 
intended  to  associate  rne)  I cannot  say  what  their 
course  is  likely  to  be  in  relation  to  the  ensuing 
election  for  president.  Should  they,  however,  give 
rne  their  support,  it  will  be  evidence  at  least  that 
the  opposition  which  I gave  to  their  institution  in 
my  capacity  of  representative  from  Ohio  in  con- 
gress proceeded,  in  their  opinion,  from  a sense  of 
duty  which  I could  not  disregard. 

The  journals  of  the  second  session  of  Ihe  thir- 
teenth, and  those  of  the  fourteenth  congress,  will 
show  that  my  votes  are  recorded  against  them  upon 
every  question  in  which  their  interests  was  involv- 
ed. I did,  indeed,  exert  myself  in  the  senate  of 
Ohio  to  procure  a repeal  of  the  law  which  had  im- 
posed an  enormous  tax  upon  the  branches  which 
liad  been  located  in  its  boundaries  at  the  request  of 
the  citizens.  The  ground  of  those  exertions  was 
not  the  interest  of  the  bank;  hut  to  save  what  I con- 
sidered the  honor  of  the  state,  and  to  prevent  a con- 
troversy between  the  state  officers  and  those  of  the 
United  States. 

In  the  spring  of  1834,  I had  also  the  honor  to 
preside  at  a meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Hamilton 
county  called  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  their 
sentiments  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the  public 
money  from  the  custody  of  the  bank  by  the  sole  au- 
thority of  the  executive.  As  president  of  the 
meeting,  I explained  at  some  length  the  object  for 
which  it  was  convened;  but  I advanced  no  opinion 
in  relation  to  the  recharter  of  the  bank. 

A most  respectful  memorial  to  the  president  in 
relation  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites  was  adopt- 
ed, as  were  also  resolutions  in  favor  of  rechartering 
the  bank;  but,  as  I have  already  said,  this  was  not 
the  purpose  for  which  the  meeting  was  called,  and 
not  one  upon  which,  as  presiding  officer,  I was  call- 
ed upon  to  give  an  opinion,  but  in  the  event  of  an 
equal  division  of  the  votes. 

As  a private  citizen,  no  man  can  be  more  entire- 
ly clear  of  any  motive,  either  for  the  rechartering 
the  old  institution,  or  creating  a new  one,  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States.  I never  had  a sin- 
gle share  in  the  former,  nor  indeed  in  any  bank, 
with  one  exception;  and  that  many  years  ago  fail- 
ed, with  the  loss  of  the  entire  stock.  1 have  no  in- 
clination again  to  venture  in  that  way,  even  if  l 
should  ever  possess  the  means.  With  the  excep- 
tion above  mentioned,  of  stock  in  a bank  long  since 
broken,  I never  put  out  a dollar  at  interest  in  my 
life.  My  interest  being  entirely  identified  with  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil,  l am  immediately  and  per- 
sonally connected  with  none  other. 

1 have  made  this  statement  to  show  you  that  I 
am  not  committed  to  any  course  in  relation  to  the 
chartering  of  a hank  of  the  United  States;  and  that 
I might,  if  so  disposed,  join  in  the  popular  cry  of 
denunciation  against  the  old  institution,  and  upon 
its  misconduct  predicate  an  opposition  to  the  char- 
tering of  another. 

I shall  not,  however,  take  this  course  so  opposite 
to  thaf  which  I hope  I have  followed  through  life, 
but  will  give  you  my  sentiments  clearly  and  fully, 
not  only  with  regard  to  the  future  conduct  of  the 
government  on  the  subject  of  a national  bank,  hut 
in  relation  to  the  operations  of  that  which  is  now 
defunct. 

1 was  not  in  congress  when  the  late  bank  was 
chartered,  but  was  a member  of  the  thirteenth  con- 
gress. after  its  first  session,  when  the  conduct  of  the 
Lbank  in  its  incipient  measures,  was  examined  into; 
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circumstances  you  state,  if  elected  to  the  office  of 
president,  I would,  sign  an  act  to  charter  another 
bank,  to  answer,  I would,  if  it  were  clearly  ascer- 
tained that  the  public  interest,  in  relation  to  the  col- 
lection and  disbursement  of  the  revenue  would  ma- 
terially suffer  without  one,  and  there  were  unequi- 
vocal manifestations  of  public  opinion  in  its  favor. 

I think,  however,  the  experiment  should  be  fairly 
tried,  to  ascertain  whether  the  financial  operations 
of  the  government  cannot  be  as  well  carried  on 
without  the  aid  of  a national  bank.  If  it  is  uot  ne- 
cessary for  that  purpose,  it  does  not  appear  to  me 
that  one  can  be  constitutionally  chartered.  There 
is  no  construction  which  I can  give  the  constitution 
which  would  authorise  it,  on  the  ground  of  afford- 
ing facilities  to  commerce.  The  measure,  if  adopt- 
ed, must  have  for  its  object  the  carrying  into  etfect 
I (facilitating  at  least  the  exercise  of)  some  one  of 
the  powers  positively  granted  to  the  general  govem- 
j ment.  If  others  flow  from  rt,  producing  equal  ad- 
vantages to  the  nation, so  much  the  better;  but  the— 
cannot  be  made  the  ground  for  justify  ing  a recourse 
to  it. 

The  excitement  which  has  been  produced  by  the 
bank  question,  the  number  and  respectability  of 
those  who  deny  the  right  to  congress  to  charter  one, 
stronglv  recommend  the  course  above  suggested. 

5th.  I distinctly  answer  to  this  question,  that,  in 
my  opinion,  neither  house  of  congress  can  constitu- 
tionally expunge  the  record  of  the  proceedings  of 
their  predecessors.  The  power  to  rescind  certainly 
| belongs  to  them;  and  is,  for  every  public  legitimate 
purpose,  all  that  is  necessary.  The  attempt  to  ex- 
punge a part  of  their  journal,  now  making  fn  the 
I senate  of  the  United  States,  I am  satisfied  could 
never  have  been  made  but  in  a period  of  the  highest 
party  excitement,  when  the  voice  of  reason  and  ge- 
nerous feeling  is  stifled  by  long  protracted  and  bit- 
ter confroversv. 

In  relation  to  the  exercise  of  the  veto  power  by 
the  president,  there  is,  I think,  an  important  differ- 
ence in  opinion  between  the  present  chief  magis- 
trate and  myself.  I express  this  opinion  with  less 
diffidence,  because  1 believe  mine  is  in  strict  ac- 
cordance with  those  of  all  the  previous  presidents  to 
gen.  Jackson. 

The  veto  power,  or  the  control  of  the  executive 
over  the  enactment  of  laws  by  the  legislative  body, 
was  not  unknown  in  the  United  States  previously 
to  the  formation  of  the  present  federal  constitution. 
It  does  not  appear,  however,  to  have  been  in  much 
favor.  The  principle  was  to  be  found  in  but  three 
of  the  state  eonyjtutions;  and  in  but  one  of  them 
(Massachusetts)  was  the  executive  power  lodged 
in  the  hands  of  v single  chief  magistrate.  One 
other  state  (South  Carolina)  had,  indeed,  not  only 
adopted  this  principle,  but  had  given  its  single  exe- 
cutive magistrate  av  absolute  negative  upon  the 
acts  of  the  legislature.  In  all  other  instances  it  has 
been  a qualified  nogatVe. like  that  of  the  U.  States. 
The  people  of  South  Carolina  seem,  however,  not 
to  have  been  long  pleased  with  this  investment  of 
power  in  their  governor, as  it  laded  hut  two  years 
liaving  been  adopted  in  l'Tti  and  repealed  in  1778; 
from  which  time  the  nets  *f  the  legislature  of  that 
state  have  been  entirely  fried  from  executive  eon- 
trol.  Since  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  the  veto  principle  has  been  adopted 
by  several  states,  and,  until  very  lately,  it  seemed 
to  be  rapidly  growing  into  favor. 

Before  we  can  form  a correct  opinion  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  this  power  should  he  exercised,  it  is 
proper  to  understand  the  reasons  which  have  induc- 
ed its  adoption.  In  its  theory,  it  is  manifestly  an 
innovation  upon  the  first  principldof  republican  go- 
vernment— that  the  majority  should  rule.  Why 
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should  a single  individual  control  the  will  of  that 
majority?  It  will  not  be  said  that  there  is  more 
probability  of  finding  greater  wisdom  in  the  exe- 
cutive chair  than  in  the  halls  of  the  legislature. 
Nor  can  it  possibly  be  supposed  that  an  individual 
residing  in  the  centre  of  an  extensive  country,  can 
be  as  well  acquainted  with  the  wants  and  wishes  of 
a numerous  people,  as  those  who  come  immediately 
from  amongst  them — the  partakers,  for  a portion  of 
the  year,  in  their  various  labors  and  employments, 
and  the  witnesses  of  the  effects  of  the  laws  in  their 
more  minute  as  well  as  general  operations.  As  far, 
then,  as  it  regards  a knowledge  of  the  wants  and 
wishes  of  the  people,  wisdom  to  discover  remedies 
for  existing  evils,  and  devising  schemes  for  increas- 
ing the  public  prosperity,  it  would  seem  that  the  le- 
gislative bodies  did  not  require  the  aid  of  an  execu- 
tive magistrate.  But  there  is  a principle,  recogniz- 
ed by  all  the  American  constitutions,  which  was  un- 
known to  the  ancient  republics.  They  all  acknow- 
ledge rights  in  the  minority,  which  cannot  rightfully 
be  taken  from  them.  Experience  had  shewm,  that 
in  large  assemblies,  these  rights  were  not  always 
respected.  It  would  be  in  vain  that  they  should 
be  enumerated,  and  respect  for  them  enjoined  in  the 
constitution.  A popular  assembly,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  that  spirit  of  party  which  is  always  disco- 
verable in  a greater  or  less  degree  in  all  republics, 
might,  and  would,  as  it  was  believed  sometimes 
disregard  them.  To  guard  against  this  danger,  and 
to  secure  the  rights  of  each  individual,  the  expedi- 
ent of  creating  a department  independent  of  the 
others,  and  amenable  only  to  the  laws,  was  adopted. 
Security  was  thus  given  against  any  palpable  viola- 
tion of  the  constitution,  to  the  injury  of  indivi- 
duals, or  of  a minority  party.  But  it  was  still  pos- 
sible for  a wilful  and  excited  majority  to  enact  laws 
of  the  greatest  injustice  and  tyranny,  without  vio- 
lating the  letter  of  their  charter. 

And  this  I take  to  be  the  origin  of  the  veto  pow- 
er, as  well  in  the  state  governments  as  that  of  the 
United  States.  It  appears  to  have  been  the  inten- 
tion to  create  an  umpire  between  the  contending 
factions  which  had  existed,  it  was  believed,  and, 
would  continue  to  exist.  If  there  was  any  proprrt 
ety  in  adopting  this  principle  in  the  government  of 
a state,  all  the  reasons  in  favor  of  it  existed  in  a ten- 
fold degree  for  incorporating  it  in  that  of  the  United 
States.  The  operations  of  the  latter,  extending 
over  an  immense  tract  of  country,  embracing  the 
products  of  almost  every  clime,  and  that  county 
divided  too,  into  a number  of  separate  governments, 
in  many  respects  independent  of  each  other,  and  of 
the  common  federal  head,  left  but  little  hope  that 
they  could  always  be  carried  on  in  harmony.  It 
could  not  be  doubted  that  sectional  interests  would 
at  times  predominate  in  the  bosoms  of  the  immediate 
representatives  of  the  people  and  the  states,  and 
combinations  formed  destructive  of  the  public  good, 
or  unjust  or  oppressive  to  a minority.  Where  could 
a power  to  check  these  local  feelings,  and  to  de- 
stroy the  effects  of  unjust  combinations,  be  better 
placed  than  in  the  hands  of  that  department  whose 
authority,  being  derived  from  the  same  common  so- 
vereign, is  co-ordinate  with  the  rest,  and  which  en- 
joys the  great  distinction  of  being  at  once  the  im- 
mediate representative  of  the  whole  people,  as  well 
as  of  each  particular  state? 

In  the  former  character,  the  interests  of  the  whole 
community  would  be  rigidly  supported,  and,  in  the 
latter,  the  rights  of  each  member  steadfastly  main- 
tained. The  representation  from  the  state  autho- 
rities in  the  electoral  colleges,  I consider  one  of  the 
most  felicitous  features  in  the  constitution.  It 
serves  ns  an  eternal  momento  to  the  chief  magis- 
trate that  it  is  his  duty  to  guard  the  interest  of  the 
weak  against  the  unjust  aggressions  of  the  strong 
and  powerful.  From  these  premises,  you  will  con- 
clude that  I consider  the  qualified  veto  upon  the 
acts  of  the  legislature,  conferred  by  the  constitution 
upon  the  president,  as  a conservative  power,  intend- 
ed only  to  be  used  to  secure  the  instrument  itself 
from  violation,  or,  in  times  of  high  party  excite- 
ment, to  protect  the  rights  of  the  minority,  and  the 
interests  of  the  weaker  members  of  the  union.  Such, 
indeed,  is  my  opinion,  and  such  we  must  be- 
lieve to  be  the  opinion  of  nearly  all  the  distinguish- 
ed men  who  have  filled  the  executive  chair.  If  I 
were  president  of  the  United  States,  an  act  which 
did  not  involve  either  of  the  principles  above  enu- 
merated, must  have  been  passed  under  very  pecu- 
liar circumstances  of  precipitancy  for  opposition  to 
the  known  public  will,  to  induce  me  to  refuse  to  it 
my  sanction. 

If  the  opinion  I have  given  of  the  motives  of  the 
framers  of  the  constitution,  in  giving  the  veto  power 
to  the  president,  is  correct,  it  follows  that  they 
never  could  have  expected  that  he  who  was  con- 
stituted the  umpire  between  contending  parties 
should  ever  identify  himself  with  the  interest  of 
one  of  them,  and  voluntarily  raze  himself  from  the 
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proud  eminence  of  leader  of  a nation  to  that  of 
chief  of  a party.  I can  easily  conceive  the  exist- 
ence of  a state  of  things  by  which  the  chief  magis- 
trate of  a state  may  be  forced  to  act  upon  party 
principles;  but  such  a course  is  entirely  opposed  to 
all  the  obligations  which  the  constitution  imposes 
on  a president  of  the  United  States,  The  immense 
influence  he  possesses  will  always  give  to  his  party 
the  preponderance,  and  the  very  circumstance  of 
its  being  an  executive  party  will  be  the  cause  of 
infusing  more  bitterness  and  vindictive  feeling  in 
these  domestic  contests.  Under  these  circumstan- 
ces, the  qualified  veto  given  by  the  constitution, 
may,  if  the  president  should  think  proper  to  change 
its  character,  become  as  absolute  in  practice  as  that 
possessed  by  the  kings  of  England  and  France. 
From  the  great  variety  of  local  interests  acting  upon 
the  members  of  the  two  houses  of  congress,  and 
from  the  difficulty  of  keeping  all  the  individuals  of 
a large  party  under  the  control  of  party  discipline, 
laws  will  often  be  passed  by  small  majorities  ad- 
verse to  the  interests  of  the  dominant  party;  but  if 
the  president  should  think  proper  to  use  the  veto 
power  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  interests  of 
his  party,  it  will  be  in  vain  to  expect  that  a ma- 
jority so  large  as  two-thirds  in  both  houses  would 
be  found  in  opposition  to  his  wishes.  In  the  hands 
of  such  a president  the  qualified  veto  of  the  con- 
stitution would  in  practice  become  absolute. 

I have,  upon  another  occasion,  expressed  my 
views  upon  the  danger  of  a dominant  executive 
party.  It  may  perhaps  be  said  that  the  chief  magis- 
trate will  find  it  impossible  to  avoid  the  influence  of 
party  spirit.  Several  of  our  chief  magistrates,  how- 
ever, have  been  able  to  escape  its  influence;  or  what 
is  the  same  thing,  to  act  as  if  they  did  not  feel  it. 
As  one  mode  of  avoiding,  it,  it  would  be  ipy  aim  to 
interfere  with  the  legislation  ofcofigress  fis  liftle  as 
possible.  The ‘yjinuse’  in  "the  'constitution  hvhicli - 
makes  it  the/hity  df  the  president  to  give  edngfesp 
informatipn  of  tile  state  of  the  union,  and  to  recom- 
mend to  their  consideratioii  such  measures  as  he 
shall  judge  necessary  and  expedient  'could"  never 
be  Intended  to  mqke  dimthehoirrc^  flf  legislation. 
Tnformation  shoujc] , ffi^ays’be  .frankly'  given,  and 
recommendations  upon  such  matters  as  come  more 
’ihimediately  under  his  cognizance  than  theirs.  But 
there  it  should  end.  If  he  should  undertake  to  pre- 
pare the  business  of  legislation  for  the  action  of 
congress,  or  to  assume  the  character  of  code  maker 
for  the  nation,  the  personal  interest  which  he  will 
take  in  the  success  of  his  measures  will  necessarily 
convert  him  into  a partizan,  an'd  will  totally  incapa- 
citate him  from  performing  the  part  of  that  impartial 
umpire,  which  is  the  character  that  I have  supposed 
the  constitution  intends  him  to  assume  when  the 
acts  passed  by  the  legislature  are  submitted  to  his 
decision.  I do  not  think  it  by  any  means  necessary 
that  he  should  take  the  lead  as  a reformer,  even 
when  reformation  is,  in  his  opinion,  necessary.  Re- 
formers wall  nev*er  be  wanting  when  it  is  well  un- 
derstood that  the  power  which  wdelds  the  wdiole 
patronage  of  the  nation  will  not  oppose  the  refor- 
mation. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration, 
sir,  your  humble  servant,  W.  H.  HARRISON. 

To  the  hon.  Sherrod  Williams. 


MR.  VAN  BUREN’S  OPINIONS. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Washington  city,  April  7,  1836. 
Hon.  Martin  Van  Buren,  vice  president: 

Sir:  I consider  it  the  right  of  every  citizen  of  the 
United  States  to  ask  and  demand  and  to  be  fully  in- 
formed of  the  political  principles  and  opinions  of 
those  who  are  candidates  for  the  various  offices  in 
the  gift  of  the  people,  and  the  imperious  duty  of 
the  candidate  to  frankly  and  fully  avow  and  disclose 
the  opinions  which  lie  entertains.  I therefore,  (as 
a voter,  a citizen  and  an  individual  feeling  a deep 
and  abiding  interest  in  the  welfare  and  prosperity 
of  our  common  country,  and  an  ardent  desire  to  see 
the  perpetuity  of  our  free  and  happy  form  of  go- 
vernment), take  the  liberty  of  asking  your  views 
on  the  following  subjects: 

1st.  Will  you,  (if  elected  president  of  the  United 
States),  sign  and  approve  a bill  distributing  the  sur- 
plus revenue  of  the  United  States  to  each  state, 
according  to  the  federal  population  of  each,  for  in- 
ternal improvements,  education  and  to  such  other 
objects  as  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  may 
think  fit  to  apply  the  same? 

2d.  Will  you  sign  and  approve  a bill  distributing 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  to  each 
state  according  to  the  federal  population  of  each, 
for  the  purposes  above  specified? 

3d.  Will  you  sign  and  approve  bills  making  ap- 
propriations to  improve  navigable  streams  above 
ports  of  entry? 

4th.  Will  you  sign  and  approve,  (if  it  becomes 
necessary  to  secure  and  save  from  depreciation  the 
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revenue  and  finances  of  the  nation,  and  to  afford  a 
uniform  sound  currency  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States),  a bill  (with  proper  modifications  and  re- 
strictions), chartering  a bank  of  the  United  States? 

5th.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  constitutional 
power  of  the  senate  or  house  of  representatives  of 
the  congress  of  the  United  States,  to  expunge  or 
obliterate  from  the  journals  the  records  and  pro- 
ceedings of  a previous  session? 

A frank,  plain  and  full  answer  to  the  foregoing 
inquiries  is  respectfully  and  earnestly  solicited. 
Your  answer  is  desired  as  soon  as  possible.  I in- 
tend this  and  your  answer  for  publication. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  vour  humble  and  obedient 
servant,  SHERROD  WILLIAMS. 

Washington,  April  20th,  18.36. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  a letter  from  you,  asking  my  opinions  and  views 
upon  a series  of  public  questions.  You  have  ac- 
companied the  submission  of  your  interrogatories 
with  a reference  to  the  existing  relations  between 
us  of  voter  and  candidate,  and  a declaration  of  your 
sense  of  the  rights  and  duties  growing  out  of  the 
same. 

Concurring,  as  I do,  in  the  principle  which  in- 
culcates and  secures  the  most  liberal  interchange  of 
sentiments  between  the  elector  and  the  candidate, 
I think  it  nevertheless,  just  and  reasonable  to  pro- 
tect myself  against  the  inference  of  having  assent- 
ed, without  limitation,  to  the  general  proposition 
you  have  advanced.  The  duty  of  a candidate  for 
the  suffrages  of  the  people  to  answer  fully  all  in- 
quiries made  by  an  elector  undetermined  as  to  his 
course,  and  seeking,  in  good  faith,  information  as 
to  the  opinions  of  the  candidate,  touching  the  ap- 
propriate duties  of  the  office  to  be  filled,  is  one 
which  I cheerfully  acknowledge,  and  will,  upon  all 
proper  occasions,  faithfully  discharge. 
i“  The  rights  of  an  elector  on  the  other  hand,  who 
1 has Mready  determined  to  oppose  the  individual  to 
rVh’oih  lSis  inquiries  are  addressed,  and  who  makes 
tbenl  rtyith  the  sole  view  of  exposing,  at  his  own 
time,  and  the  mode  he  may  select,  the  opinions  of 
the  candidate  to  unfriendly  criticism,  and  the  can- 
didate himself  to  prejudice  in  the  estimation  of  por- 
tions of  his  fellow  citizens,  stand,  in  my  judgment, 
upon  a different  footing.  To  such  inquiries  I hold 
the  candidate  to  be  at  liberty  to  reply  or  not,  as 
justice  to  the  country,  and  to  his  own  character 
may.  in  his  opinion,  dictate. 

My  personal  acquaintance  with  you  is,  as  you 
know,  very  limited,  and  without  stopping  to  in- 
quire as  to  your  objects  in  this  particular,  1 cheer- 
fully assume  them  to  be  such  as  I have  first  de- 
scribed. I do  this  the  more  readily,  as  vour  cha- 
racter and  situation  assure  me  that  if  this  impres- 
sion is  erroneous— if  your  course  in  regard  to  the 
presidential  election,  so  far  as  I am  concerned,  is 
settled,  and  the  information  you  seek  is  not  asked 
with  a view'  to  your  own  conduct,  you  will  sav  so 
frankly. 

Acting  upon  this  assumption  and  belief,  I will 
cheerfully  give  you  my  “opinions  and  views”  upon 
the  subjects  which  you  have  submitted  to  my  con- 
sideration. In  your  lists  of  questions,  I find  several 
which  are  now  under  discussion  in  congress,  and 
upon  which  it  may  become  my  duty  to  vote,  as 
president  of  the  senate,  before  the  termination  of 
the  present  session.  My  reply  to  your  letter  will, 
therefore,  be  delayed  for  a short ’time;  but  I will 
embrace  an  early  moment  after  congress  rises,  and 
in  abundant  season  for  the  purposes  of  your  inquiry, 
to  send  it  to  you. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

The  hon.  Sherrod  Williams. 

Washington,  June  9,  1836. 
Hon.  Martin  Van  Buren: 

Sir:  I addressed  you  a letter  on  the  7th  of  April 
last,  asking  your  opinions  in  relation  to  the  several 
subjects  therein  specified.  I done  so  in  good  faith 
for  the  purpose  of  knowing  your  opinions  on  those 
points,  and  for  the  purpose  of  determining  upon  the 
course  that  I would  take  in  the  coming  contest  for 
the  presidency.  I had  the  honor,  on  the  20th  of 
the  same  month,  to  receive  a letter  from  you  acknowr- 
ledging  the  receipt  of  mine,  and  in  which  you  say 
you  will  answer  the  questions  propounded  in  mv 
letter,  but  that  that  answer  would  be  deferred  until 
after  the  adjournment  of  the  present  session  of  con- 
gress, because  some  of  the  subjects  upon  which  I 
asked  your  opinion  were  pending  before  the  senate, 
and  perhaps  you  might  have,  (in  the  event  the  se- 
nate was  equally  divided),  to  give  the  casting  vote. 

I must  be  permitted  to  say  that  the  reason  given  by 
you  for  not  answering  my  questions  is  wholly  and 
entirely  unsatisfactory.  I have  always  considered 
it  the  duty  of  a candidate  for  office,  in  the  gift  of  the 
people,  to  inform  those  whose  suffrages  lie  seeks, 
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of  his  views  and  opinions  as  to  the  constitutionality 
and  policy  of  those  measures  in  which  they  may 
be  interested,  and  particularly  when  the  candidate 
shall  be  called  upon,  by  those  who  have  the  right 
to  ask  his  opinion,  and  not  to  decline  giving  his 
opinion  before  his  election,  because,  perhaps  and 
perchance,  he  might  have  to  vote  upon  those  sub- 
jects or  some  one  of  them.  If  the  people  knew  in 
advance  the  opinion  of  the  candidate,  they  might 
not  place  him  in  a condition  to  vote. 

If  the  reason  you  assign,  for  not  answering  my 
questions  until  the  adjournment  of  the  present  ses- 
sion of  congress,  be  a good  one,  the  same  reason 
will  continue  to  exist  and  apply  with  equal  force 
until  the  fourth  of  March  next;  for  at  the  next  ses- 
sion of  congress,  (whether  you  shall  be  elected  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  or  not),  you  may  be 
called  upon  as  president  of  the  senate  to  vote  upon 
all  or  some  one  of  the  subjects  mentioned  in  my 
letter.  I am  in  good  faith  anxious  to  obtain  your 
opinion  upon  the  points  submitted  in  my  letter,  and 
therefore  again  most  earnestly  and  respectfully  so- 
licit your  answer  as  soon  as  practicable. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  and  humble 
servant,  SHERROD  WILLIAMS. 

Washington  June  14,  1836. 
Sir:  I find  nothing  in  your  last  letter  to  change 
my  decision  in  respect  to  the  time  at  which  I pro- 
posed to  reply  to  your  first.  It  is  however  due  to 
both  of  us  that  I should  correct  an  error  into  which 
you  have  fallen. 

I have  already  informed  you  that  I would  em- 
brace an  early  moment  after  congress  rises  and  in 
abundant  season  for  the  purposes  of  your  inquiry,  to 
send  you  my  answer.  That  determination  remains 
not  only  unchanged,  but  is  confirmed  by  the  state- 
ments j'-ou  have  now  made.  You  may  therefore 
dismiss  from  your  mind  all  apprehensions  of  not  .re-* 
ceiving  it  in  full  time. for  the  object  you  have' in 
view.  I am,  sir,  your  obedient  humble  servant,'.. 

M.  VAN  BURSN. 

Albany,  August  8, 1836. 

To  the  hon.  Sherrod  Williams,  representative  in 
congress  from  the  state  of  Kentucky: 

Sir:  I embrace  the  earliest  convenient  moments, 
after  the  adjournment  of  congress,  to  give  you  “my 
opinions  and  views”  on  the  various  subjects  to  which 
my  attention  was  called  by  your  letter  of  the  7th  of 
April  last. 

The  first  of  these  subjects  relates  to  the  proprie- 
ty of  a law  for  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  re- 
venue of  the  United  States  among  the  states,  ac- 
cording to  their  federal  population,  for  internal  im- 
provements, education  and  such  other  objects  as 
the  legislatures  of  the  states  may  see  fit  to  apply 
the  same. 

In  my  opinion,  congress  does  not  possess  the 
power,  under  the  constitution,  to  raise  money  for 
distribution  among  the  states;  and  if  a distinction 
can  be  maintained  between  raising  money  for  such 
purpose,  and  the  distribution  of  an  unexpected  sur- 
plus, (of  which  I am  not  satisfied),  I think  it  ought 
not  to  be  attempted  without  a previous  amendment 
of  the  constitution,  defining  the  authority  and  regu- 
lating its  exercise.  Apprehending  danger  to  the 
union  from  the  course  of  federal  legislation  upon  the 
subject  of  internal  improvements,  and  fearing  that 
it  could  not  otherwise  be  arrested,  I was  inclined, 
at  the  commencement  of  president  Jackson’s  ad- 
ministration, to  favor  the  idea  of  a distribution  an- 
nually among  the  states,  of  the  surplus  revenue, 
and  an  amendment  of  the  constitution  conferring  on 
congress  authority  to  make  it.  President  Jackson, 
entertaining  similar  apprehensions,  submitted  sug- 
gestions to  this  eifect  to  the  consideration  of  con- 
gress. They  met  with  approbation  in  some  quar- 
ters, but  were  denounced  in  others,  with  extraordi- 
nary severity,  as  encouraging  a policy  particularly 
unjust  and  ruinous  to  a part  of  the  union,  and  sub- 
versive of  the  principles  upon  which  it  was  found- 
ed. 

Time  and  circumstances  have  worked  changes  of 
opinion  on  the  subject,  from  which  my  own  mind 
has  not  been  exempted.  The  intelligence  and  pa- 
triotism of  the  people  proved  adequate  to  the  desir- 
ed reform,  in  the  legislation  of  congress  upon  the 
subject  of  internal  improvements,  without  resorting 
to  the  proposed  distribution:  and  the  experience  of 
the  last  session  has  fully  satisfied  me  of  the  impro- 
priety of  any  such  measure.  “The  support  of  the 
state  governments  in  all  their  rights,  as  the  most 
competent  administration  of  our  domestic  concerns, 
and  the  surest  bulwarks  against  anti-republican 
tendencies;”  and  “the  preservation  of  the  general 
government,  in  its  whole  constitutional  vigor,  as 
the  sheet  anchor  of  our  peace  at  home  and  safety 
abroad,”  were  described  by  Mr.  Jefferson  as  among 
the  essential  principles  of  our  government,  which 
ought  always  to  shape  its  administration.  The  ex- 


perience of  more  than  thirty  years  has  attested  the 
wisdom  and  justice  of  these  sentiments — and  it  be- 
hooves those  who  are  entrusted  with  the  manage- 
ment of  public  affairs,  to  beware  how  they  disre- 
gard the  admonition.  They  who  can  yet  allow 
themselves  to  hope  that  these  great  principles  can 
be  maintained  under  the  operation  of  any  of  the  pro- 
posed systems  of  distribution,  have  looked  upon 
the  signs  of  the  times  in  a different  light  from  my- 
self. It  is  my  firm  conviction,  that  any  system  by 
which  a distribution  is  made  among  the  states,  of 
moneys  collected  by  the  federal  government,  -would 
introduce  vices  into  the  legislation  of  both  govern- 
ments, productive  of  the  most  injurious  effects,  as 
well  upon  the  best  interests  of  the  country,  as  upon 
the  perpetuity  of  our  political  institutions.  I sin- 
cerely hope,  therefore,  that  the  good  sense  and  pa- 
triotism of  the  American  people,  will  prevent  the 
adoption  of  any  such  plan. 

The  deposite  bill  (recently  passed)  will  remove 
any  pretence  of  a speedy  necessity  for  such  a step, 
and  give  time  to  provide  against  the  recurrence  of 
a redundance  of  revenue."  It  would,  indeed,  be  a 
great  misfortune,  if  that  law  were  regarded  by  the 
country  as  pledging  the  future  course  of  its  legisla- 
tion to  the  policy  to  which  you  refer.  The  circum- 
stances under  which  it  was  passed,  were  of  an  ex- 
traordinary character,  and  cannot  well  again  occur. 
To  give  a legislative  organization  to  the  fiscal 
agency  for  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  revenue,  which  had  been  established  through 
the  treasury  department  by  executive  authority,  as 
a substitute  forthatofthe  bank  of  the  United  States, 
was  an  object  of  the  veiy  highest  importance.  It 
was  the  successful  winding  up  of  one  the  most  ar- 
duous conflicts  between  the  well  understood  will  of 
the  people  qn  the  o'ne  hide,  and  the  moneyed  power 
of  tfie  nation  acting  in  concert  vytth  a formidable 
jportibr  ■ Jf  its  political  power  on  the,otbesi,  that  has 
-ever' taken  place,  certainly  that  has  ever’respfted  in 
the  triumph  of  the  popular  will  in  any  cotmtry.  To 
accomplish  this  by  the  assent,  of. all  parties,  to  make 
all  responsible'  fop  the  futubs  .'working  of  the  sys- 
tem, by  consulting  .liberally  their  opinions  and, 
wishes  in  its  formation,  and  to  put  an  end  to  those 
fierce  and  incessant  assaults  upon  the  management 
of  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  government,  by  means  of 
which  every  interest  was  disturbed,  was  a result 
which  could  not  be  too  ardently  desired.  The  pre- 
sident had  for  several  sessions  called  the  attention 
of  congress  to  this  subject  without  effect,  and  the 
opposition  party  in  congress,  by  availing  itself  of 
partial  diversities  of  opinion  among  the  friends  of 
the  administration,  acquired  the  power  to  prescribe 
conditions  to  its  final  settlement.  That  to  which 
their  demands  were  ultimately  reduced,  was  a dis- 
tribution of  the  deposites  of  a portion  of  the  public 
moneys  among  the  states. 

After  ineffectual  efforts  in  both  houses,  on  the 
part  of  the  great  mass  of  the  supporters  of  the  go- 
vernment in  each,  to  separate  that  part  of  the  bill 
which  provided  for  the  regulation  of  the  deposite 
banks  from  the  sections  which  made  a different  dis- 
position of  the  surplus  revenue,  the  friends  of  the 
administration,  differing  among  themselves  in  regard 
to  details  and  construction,  but  with  the  same  ge- 
neral object  in  view,  yielded  their  support,  by  large 
majorities,  to  the  bill,  in  the  modified  form  in  which 
it  came  from  the  house  of  representatives.  The 
amendment  of  the  house,  although  it  did  not  strip 
the  bill  of  all  its  dangerous  tendencies,  made  an  es- 
sential change  in  its  character  in  respect  to  the 
question  of  constitutionality.  In  its  previous  form, 
it  took  the  money  by  appropriation  out  of  the  trea- 
sury, and  thereby  necessarily  raised  the  question 
whether  the  use  which  was  proposed  to  be  made 
of  it,  was  amongst  the  “expenditures”  authorised 
by  the  federal  constitution.  By  the  bill,  as  amend- 
ed, no  money  is  drawn  from  the  treasury,  but  the 
state  treasuries,  like  the  state  banks,  are,  to  a limit- 
ed extent,  made  places  of  deposite;  of  the  consti- 
tutional power  to  do  which,  with  the  consent  of  the 
states,  there  can  be  no  question.  The  president, 
assuming,  as  he  was  bound  by  a proper  respect  for 
the  institutions  of  the  country  to  do,  that  good  faith 
would  be  kept  in  the  dealings  which  it  authorised 
between  the  federal  and  state  governments,  gave  his 
assent  to  the  measure.  I would  have  given  to  the 
bill  a similar  direction,  if  it  had  become  my  duty 
to  decide  on  the  question  of  its  passage  or  rejec- 
tion. 

It  now  remains  for  public  opinion,  to  the  efficacy 
of  which  we  all  have  so  much  reason  to  look  with 
confidence  and  hope,  to  determine  the  character  of 
the  ultimate  results  to  be  expected  from  it.  That 
the  subject  is  of  the  first  importance,  all  must  ad- 
mit; and'I  participate  fully  in  the  apprehensions  so 
extensively  entertained  and  so  freely  expressed  as 
to  its  effects.  But  I do  not  despair.  Often  as  we 
have  seen  our  political  horizon  overcast  with  por- 
tentous clouds,  and  the  safe  conduct  of  public  af- 


fairs beset  by  combinations  which,  to  all  appear- 
ance, could  not  be  overcome,  we  have  never  yet 
seen  the  time  when  those  doubts  and  difficulties 
were  not  finally  and  satisfactorily  cleared  away  by 
the  operation  of  this  powerful  corrector.  Such,  I 
doubt  not,  will  be  the  result  now;  and  such,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  must  it  always  be,  as  long  as  the 
people  are  uncorrupted  and  our  institutions  free. 
Prejudice,  passion  and  selfishness,  may  rule  the 
hour,  and  give  a direction  to  public  questions, 
when  the  controlling  power  rests  in  a single  head, 
or  in  a few  individuals  whose  position  exempts 
them  from  the  injurious  effects  of  official  errors; 
but  this  can  seldom  happen,  when  that  power  ex- 
ists only,  as  is  the  case  with  us,  in  the  great  body 
of  well  informed  and  virtuous  communities,  who 
are  to  bear  the  consequences,  whether  for  good  or 
for  evil,  of  public  measures. 

It  is  now  for  the  majority  of  the  people  to  decide 
whether  the  measure  referred  to  shall  only  be  tole- 
rated as  a temporary  expedient,  forced  upon  the 
country  by  a conjunction  of  extraordinary  circum- 
stances; and  rendered  less  objectionable  in  conse- 
quence of  its  effect  in  removing  beyond  the  reach 
of  party  contention  and  factious  misrepresentations, 
disturbing  questions  in  relation  to  the  public  mo- 
neys, at  a moment  when  the  public  mind  is,  from 
other  causes,  peculiarly  liable  to  be  unduly  influ- 
enced by  sinister  and  unfounded  imputations,  or 
whether  the  distribution  of  the  public  deposites 
shall  be  the  parent  and  forerunner  of  future  distri- 
butions of  the  public  revenue.  That  the  decision 
of  this  interesting  question  will  be  honestly  made, 
we  all  know,  and  I do  not  doubt  that  it  will  also  be 
wisely  made. 

I hope  and  believe,  that  the  public  voice,  will  de- 
mand, that  this  species  of  legislation  shall  termi- 
nate with  the  emergency  that  produced  it — that 
early  and  efficient  steps  wall  be  taken  to  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  a state  of  tilings  calculated  to 
furnish  an  excuse  for  any  measure  of  distribution, 
by  the  adoption  of  the  only  natural,  safe  and  just 
remedy  for  an  excess  of  revenue,  a reduction  of  the 
taxes,  effectual  in  its  results,  equitable  in  its  details, 
and  wisely  adapted  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
'country — that  we  shall  be  content  to  continue  the  ac- 
tion of  our  complicated  but  admirable  system  of  go- 
vernment, state  and  federal,  in  the  course  that  has 
conducted  our  country  to  its  present  palmy  state  of 
prosperity  and  renown — and  shall  eschew  in  future 
those  schemes  of  improvement  in  their  administra- 
tion, with  which  the  country  is  from  time  to  time 
inundated,  the  results  of  which,  to  say  the  best  of 
them,  are  extremely  hazardous,  and  which  too  often 
have  quite  as  much  in  view  the  individual  advan- 
tage of  the  projector  as  the  good  of  the  nation. 

The  next  subject  embraced  in  your  inquiries,  is 
the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  amongst  the  states  according  to  the 
federal  population  of  each,  for  similar  purposes. 

My  views  in  regard  to  several  public  questions, 
and  amongst  them  the  proper  distribution  of  the 
public  lands,  were  asked  by  a portion  of  the  citi- 
zens of  my  own  state  shortly  after  my  nomination 
for  tlie  presidency.  They  were  given  in  August, 
1835,  and  upon  the  latter  subject  expressed  in  the 
following  words:  “In  respect  to  the  public  lands,  I 
need  only  observe,  that  I regard  the  public  domain 
as  a trust  fund  belonging  to  all  the  states,  to  be  dis- 
posed of  for  their  common  benefit.  Ample  autho- 
rity is  for  that  purpose  conferred  on  congress  by  an 
express  provision  of  the  constitution.  In  making 
such  disposition,  that  body  should  in  my  opinion  act 
upon  the  principle,  that  the  people  of  the  United 
States  have  a greater  interest  in  an  early  settlement 
and  substantial  improvement  of  the  public  lands, 
than  in  the  amount  of  revenue  which  may  be  deriv- 
ed from  them.  To  accomplish  this  object,  the  ac- 
cumulation of  large  tracts  in  few  hands  should  be 
discountenanced,  and  liberal  facilities  afforded  to  the 
acquisition  of  small  portions  by  such  of  our  citizens, 
wherever  residing,  as  are  in  good  faith  desirous  of 
possessing  them  as  homes  for  themselves  and  fa- 
milies. 

“The  particular  measures  by  which  these  results 
,are  to  be  secured,  is  matter  of  detail  to  be  settled 
by  congress,  in  the  exercise  of  a sound  discretion, 
aided  by  the  lights  o\'  experience,  and  having  refer- 
ence to  the  general  interests  of  the  country.  The 
disposition  of  the  public  lands  proposed  by  the  bill 
to  which  president  Jackson  refused  his  assent,  was, 
in  my  opinion,  highly  objectionable.  I therefore 
approved  of  its  rejectionby  him  at  the  time,  and  all 
my  subsequent  reflection  lias  confirmed  me  in  that 
opinion.”  I have  watched  the  discussions  which 
this  subject  has  since  undergone,  with  all  the  atten- 
tion which  its  importance  demands  and  with  an 
earnest  desire  to  arrive  at  conclusions  in  regard  to 
it  which  shall  best  answer  the  requirements  of  jus- 
tice, and  promote  the  interests  of  all  the  states,  but 
have  seen  no  cause  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  these 
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views.  I am  of  opinion  that  the  avails  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  will  be  more  equitably  and  faithfully  ap- 
plied “to  the  common  benefit  of  the  United  States,” 
Dy  their  continued  application  to  the  general  wants 
of  the  treasury,  than  by  any  other  mode  that  has 
yet  been  suggested;  and  that  such  an  appropriation 
is  in  every  respect  preferable  to  the  distribution 
thereof  among  tne  states,  in  the  manner  your  ques- 
tion proposes.  Entertaining  these  views,  I cannot 
give  you  any  encouragement  that  I will,  in  the 
event  of  my  election  to  the  presidency,  favor  that 
policy. 

You  next  ask  me  whether  I will  approve  bills 
making  appropriations  to  improve  navigable  rivers 
above  ports  of  entry. 

I am  not  aware  that  there  is  any  question  in  re- 
ference to  the  subject  of  internal  improvements  by 
the  federal  government,  upon  which  my  opinions 
have  not  been  fully  expressed  in  a letter  written  by 
me  in  October,  1S32,  when  a candidate  for  the  vice 
presidency,  to  the  Shocco  Springs  committee  of  N. 
Carolina,  and  in  a letter  from  the  attorney  general 
of  the  United  States  to  Mr.  Garland  of  Mechlen- 
burgh,  in  1835,  in  which  he  was  authorised  to  speak 
my  "sentiments  in  the  matter.  These  documents 
have  been  frequently  and  extensively  published. — 
Upon  referring  to  them,  you  will  find  that  from  the 
first  action  of  president  Jackson  upon  this  particu- 
lar portion  of  his  official  duties,  which  happened 
while  I was  a member  of  his  cabinet,  until  the  time 
when  those  letters  were  written,  there  has  been  co- 
operation in  action  and  a general  correspondence  in 
opinion  between  him  and  mysglf  upon  the  whole 
subject.  In  the  views  expressed  by  him  upon  the 
particular  question  to  which  your  inquiry  extends, 
in  his  annual  message  to  congress  in  December, 
1834,  I fully  concur.  They  were  as  follows: 
“There  is  another  class  of  appropriations  for 
what  may  be  called,  without  impropriety,  internal 
improvements,  which  have  always  been  regarded 
as  standing  upon  different  grounds  from  those  to 
which  I have  referred.  I allude  to  such  as  have 
for  their  object  the  improvement  of  our  harbors, 
and  the  removal  of  partial  and  temporary  obstruc- 
tions in  our  navigable  rivers,  for  the  facility  and  se- 
curity of  our  foreign  commerce.  The  grounds 
upon  which  I distinguished  appropriations  of  this 
kind  from  others,  have  already  been  stated  to  con- 
gress. I will  only  now  add  that  at  the  first  session 
of  congress  under  the  new  constitution,  it  was  pro- 
vided by  law,  that  all  expenses  which  should  accrue 
from  and  after  the  15th  day  of  August,  1789,  in  the 
necessary  support  and  maintenance  and  repairs  of 
all  light  houses,  beacons,  buoys  and  public  piers, 
erected,  placed  or  sunk  before  the  passage  of  the 
act,  within  any  bay,  inlet,  harbor,  or  port  of  the 
United  States,  for  rendering  the  navigation  thereof 
easy  and  safe,  should  be  defrayed  out  of  the  treasu- 
ry of  the  United  States;  and  further,  that  it  should 
be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  pro- 
vide by  contracts,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
president,  for  rebuilding  when  necessary,  and  keep- 
ing in  good  repair,  the  light  houses,  beacons,  buoys 
and  public  piers  in  the  several  states,  and  for  fur- 
nishing them  with  supplies.  Appropriations  for 
similar  objects  have  been  continued  from  time  to 
time  to  the  present  without  interruption  or  dispute. 
As  a natural  consequence  of  the  increase  and  ex- 
tension of  our  foreign  commerce,  ports  of  entry  and 
delivery  have  been  multiplied  and  established,  not 
only  upon  our  seabord,  but  in  the  interior  of  the 
country,  upon  our  lakes  and  navigable  rivers.  The 
convenience  and  safety  of  this  commerce  have  led 
to  the  gradual  extension  of  these  expenditures;  to 
the  erection  of  light  houses,  the  placing,  planting 
and  sinking  of  buoys,  beacons  and  piers,  and  to  the 
removal  oi  partial  and  temporary  obstructions  in 
our  navigable  rivers,  and  in  the  harbors  upon  our 
great  lakes,  as  well  as  on  the  seabord. 

“Although  I have  expressed  to  congress  my  ap- 
prehension that  these  expenditures  have  sometimes 
been  extravagant  and  disproportionate  to  the  advan- 
tages to  be  derived  from  them,  1 have  not  felt  it  to 
be  my  duty  to  refuse  my  assent  to  bills  containing 
them,  and  have  contented  myself  to  follow  in  this 
respect  in  the  footsteps  of  ail  my  predecessors. — 
Sensible,  however,  from  experience  .and  observa- 
tion, of  the  great  abuses  to  which  the  unrestricted 
exercise  of  this  authority  by  congress  was  exposed, 

I have  prescribed  a limitation  for  the  government  of 
my  own  conduct,  by  which  expenditures  of  this 
character  are  confined  to  places  below  the  ports  of 
entry  or  delivery  established  by  law.  I arn  very 
sensible  that  this  restriction  is  not  as  satisfactory  as 
could  be  desired,  and  that  much  embarrassment 
may  be  caused  to  the  executive  department  in  its 
execution,  by  appropriations  for  remote  and  not 
’■veil  understood  objects.  But  as  neither  my  own 
flections,  nor  the  lights  which  I may  properly  de- 
•e  from  other  sources,  have  supplied  me  with  a 
;ter,  I shall  continue  to  apply  my  best  exertions 


to  a faithful  application  of  the  rule  upon  which  it  is 
founded.  I sincerely  regret  that  I could  not  give 
my  assent  to  the  bill  entitled  ‘an  act  to  improve 
the  navigation  of  the  Wabash  river;’  but  I could 
not  have  done  so  without  receding  from  the  ground 
which  I have,  upon  the  fullest  consideration,  taken 
upon  this  subject,  and  of  which  congress  has  been 
heretofore  apprized,  and  without  throwing  the  sub- 
ject again  open  to  abuses  which  no  good  citizen, 
entertaining  my  opinions,  could  desire.” 

President  Jackson  has  no  where  given  us  his 
views  as  to  the  particular  provisions  of  the  fede- 
ral constitution,  by  which  he  conceives  expendi- 
tures of  this  character  to  be  authorised.  Upon 
referring  to  the  early  proceedings  of  the  govern- 
ment, we  find  that  general  Hamilton,  while  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  contended  that  they  were 
warranted  by  the  authority  given  to  congress  to  re- 
gulate commerce.  Mr.  Jefferson,  on  the  other 
hand,  whilst  he  deprecated  their  liability  to  extrava- 
gance and  abuse,  assumed  that  they  could  be  justi- 
fied under  the  power  to  maintain  a navy.  President 
Jackson  has  left  the  question  of  constitutionality  in 
the  state  in  which  it  was  left  by  his  predecessors. — 
But  having  had  actual  proof  of  the  tendency  of 
these  appropriations  to  the  abuses  which  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson apprehended,  he  has  endeavored  to  ap- 
ply to  the  subject  a practical  remedy.  With 
this  view,  he  refused  his  assent  to  all  appropria- 
tions above  ports  of  entry  or  delivery- — not  that 
he  held  the  mere  fact  of  the  establishment  of 
such  ports  by  congress,  decisive  of  the  question 
of  constitutionality,  but  because  the  constitution, 
under  the  general  discretion  it  confers  in  regard  to 
the  approval  or  disapproval  of  bills,  gives  him  the 
right  to  do  so  without  reference  to  the  constitution- 
al question,  and  because  he  thought  its  exercise 
would  be  highly  conducive  to  the  public  good. — 
No  one,  I believe,  contends  that  the  president  ought, 
so  far  as  it  depended  upon  him,  to  nave  arrested  all 
appropriations  of  this  character,  nor  could  it  with 
any  snow  of  propriety  be  insisted  that  he  should 
have  given  his  consent  to  the  extension  of  them  to 
objects  of  a character  altogether  different  from  those 
which  have  been  promoted  by  grants  from  the  fede- 
ral treasury,  since  the  commencement  of  the  fede- 
ral government.  That  the  rule  he  adopted  for  the 
regulation  of  his  conduct  in  the  matter,  is  free  from 
objection,  is  not  contended.  I am,  however,  satis- 
fied that  it  has  been  productive  of  much  good,  and 
will,  until  a more  satisfactory  one  is  suggested,  give 
it  my  support. 

You  next  ask  whether  I will  sign  and  approve 
(if  it  becomes  necessary  to  secure  and  save  from 
depreciation,  the  revenue  and  finances  of  the  na- 
tion, and  to  afford  a sound  uniform  currency  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States,)  a bill  (with  proper 
modifications  and  restrictions)  chartering  a bank  of 
the  United  States. 

In  the  published  letter  of  Mr.  Butler  to  Mr.  Gar- 
land, which  has  already  been  referred  to,  he  thus 
states  my  opinions  upon  the  subject  of  the  bank: 
“Mr.  Van  Buren’s  opinions  in  regard  to  the  bank  of 
the  U.  States,  were  expressed  in  the  senate  of  the  U. 
States  in  1828;  repeated  in  his  letter  to  the  Shocco 
Springs  committee,  whilst  a candidate  for  the  vice 
presidency,  and  have  been  so  freely  uttered  by  him, 
that  there  cannot,  I think,  be  occasion  to  say  much 
upon  that  subject.  But  to  close  the  door  to  cavil, 

I state,  1st.  That  he  holds  that  congress  does  not 
possess  the  power  to  establish  a national  bank  in 
any  of  the  states  of  the  union,  nor  to  establish,  in 
any  such  states,  the  branch  of  any  bank  located  in 
the  District  of  Columbia;  and  2d.  That  he  is,  there- 
fore, decidedly  opposed  to  the  establishment  of  a 
national  bank  in  any  of  the  states;  and  is  also  op- 
posed to  the  establishment  of  any  such  bank  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  as  unnecessary  and  inexpedi- 
ent, and  as  liable  to  a great  proportion  of  the  abuses 
which  have  in  his  opinion,  been  practised  by  the  ex- 
isting bank.” 

This  declaration,  with  other  uniform,  repeated 
and  published  avowals  of  my  sentiments,  in  regard 
to  a United  States  bank,  would,  I had  supposed,  be 
sufficient  to  save  me  from  further  interrogation  on 
that  subject;  but  as  you  have  thought  proper  to 
push  the  inquiry  further,  and  to  that" end,  to  place 
the  matter  before  me  in  a form  studiously  adapted 
to  present  the  question  in  its  most  favorable  contin- 
gent aspect,  you  will,  I am  sure,  be  neither  surpris- 
ed nor  dissatisfied,  if  I deem  it  due  to  myself  as 
well  as  to  the  subject,  to  give  it  more  particular  and 
enlarged  consideration  than  I have  heretofore  felt  it 
necessary  or  proper  to  do. 

I am  induced  to  embrace  for  this  purpose  the  op- 
portunity you  have  presented  to  me  the  more  readi- 
ly, from  a deep  conviction  for  the  incalculable  im- 
portance to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  that 
this  long  agitated  and  distracting  subject  should  be 
finally  settled,  and  from  a hope  that  what  I have  to 
say  upon  it  may,  from  the  situation  in  which  the 


partiality  of  my  fellow  citizens  has  placed  me,  to 
contribute  in  some  degree  to  so  desirable  a result: 

I greatly  fear,  that  whilst  there  is  in  any  quarter 
reason  to  hope  that  a charter  for  a new  bank  can  in 
any  condition  of  the  country  be  obtained  from  the 
federal  government,  there  will  be  neither  order  nor 
stability  in  the  pecuniary  operations  of  the  country. 
If  it  can  be  ascertained  that  a discredited  currency 
and  pecuniary  embarrassments  will  bring  a charter, 
what  security  have  we  that  such  a state  of  things 
will  not  be  produced?  Is  it  doing  violence  to  truth 
and  justice  to  attribute  to  expectations  of  this  cha- 
racter, the  crusade  which  we  have  witnessed  for 
the  last  two  years  against  the  deposite  banks,  against 
the  efforts  of  the  administration  to  restore  a specie 
currency,  and  against  all  the  fiscal  arrangements  of 
the  treasury?  Will  any  candid  and  well  informed 
man  pretend  that  such  things  would  have  been,  if 
it  had  been  considered  as  settled  that  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  is  not  to  be  revived?  I think  not. 
The  settlement  of  the  deposite  question,  by  the  bill 
of  the  last  session,  will,  doubtless,  cause  a suspen- 
sion of  this  destructive  career — but  is  there  not  rea- 
son to  apprehend  that  it  will  recommence  with  the 
first  appearance  of  any  thing  like  a reasonable 
chance  for  the  re-establishment  of  a national  bank? 
Eveiy  thing  therefore,  which  may  serve  to  arrest  or 
prevent  the  agitation  of  this  subject,  if  only  for  a 
season,  is  of  great  value.  In  the  published  opinions 
to  which  I have  already  referred,  my  opposition  to 
the  establishment  of  a United  State's  bank,  in  any 
of  the  states,  is  placed  on  the  want  of  constitutional 
power  in  congress  to  establish  one.  Those  who 
concur  in  denying  this  power,  nevertheless  differ 
among  themselves  in  regard  to  the  particular  views 
by  which  their  respective  opinions  are  sustained. 
Some  admit  that  congress  has  a right  to  create  such 
an  institution,  whenever  its  establishment  becomes 
necessary  to  the  collection,  disbursement  and  pre- 
servation of  the  revenue;  but  insist  that  no  such  ne- 
cessity existed  when  the  charter  of  the  old  bank  ex- 
pired, or  has  arisen  since.  With  this  class,  the 
considerations  to  which  you  allude  would  be  essen- 
tial, and  might  have  a controlling  effect;  for  such 
persons  make  the  power  to  establish  a bank  depen- 
dent upon  them.  My  objection,  on  the  contrary,  is 
that  the  constitution  does  not  give  congress  power 
to  erect  corporations  within  the  states. 

This  was  the  main  point  of  Mr.  Jefferson’s  cele- 
brated opinion  against  the  establishment  of  the  first 
national  bank.  It  is  an  objection  which  nothing 
short  of  an  amendment  of  the  constitution  can  re- 
move. We  know  it  to  be  an  historical  fact,  that 
the  convention  refused  to  confer  that  power  on  con- 
gress, and  I am  opposed  to  its  assumption  by  it 
upon  any  pretence  whatever.  If  its  possession  shall 
at  any  time  become  necessaiy,  the  only  just  way 
to  obtain  it  to  ask  it  at  the  hands  of  the  people,  in 
the  form  prescribed  by  the  constitution.  Holding 
this  opinion,  and  sworn  to  support  that  instrument 
as  it  is,  I could  not  find  in  the  circumstances  to 
which  you  refer,  either  warrant  or  excuse  for  the 
exercise  of  the  authority  in  question;  and  I am  not 
only  willing,  but  desirous  that  the  people  of  the  U. 
States  should  be  fully  informed  of  the  precise  ground 
I occupy  upon  this  subject.  I desire  more  especi- 
ally that  they  should  know  it  now,  when  an  oppor- 
tunity, the  best  our  form  of  government  affords,  will 
soon  be  presented,  to  express  their  opinion  of  its 
propriety.  If  they  are  in  favor  of  a national  bank 
as  a permanent  branch  of  their  institutions,  or  if 
they  desire  a chief  magistrate  who  will  consider  it 
his  duty  to  watch  the  course  of  events,  and  give  or 
withhold  his  assent  to  such  an  institution  according 
to  the  degree  of  necessity  for  it  that  may  in  his  opi- 
nion arise  from  the  considerations  to  which  your 
question  refers,  they  will  see  that  my  co-operation 
in  the  promotion  of  either  of  these  views  cannot  be 
expected.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  with  this  season- 
able, explicit  and  published  avowal  before  them,  a 
majority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  shall 
nevertheless  bestow  upon  me  their  suffrages  for  the 
office  of  president,  scepticism  itself  must  cease  to 
doubt,  and  admit  their  will  to  be,  that  there  shall 
not  be  any  bank  of  the  United  States,  until  the  peo- 
ple, in  the  exercise  of  their  sovereign  authority,  see 
fit  to  give  to  congress  the  right  to  establish  one. 

It  is  because  I cannot  doubt  that  the  expression 
of  the  popular  will,  made  under  such  circumstances, 
must  have  a tendency  to  arrest  further  agitation  of 
this  disturbing  subject,  for  four  years  at  least,  and 
most  probably,  from  the  great  moral  influence  which 
the  often  expressed  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the 
people  in  a republican  government  is  entitled  to, 
for  a much  longer  period,  that  I am  thus  full  and 
explicit  upon  the  point  to  which  you  have  called 
my  attention.  However  much  we  may  differ  upon 
the  abstract  question  involved  in  this  controversy, 
no  reflecting  man  can  doubt  the  healthful  and  invi- 
gorating effects  which  any  thing  that  looks  like  a 
settlement  of  this  question  must  have  upon  all  the 
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business,  as  well  as  political  relations  of  the  coun- 
try. The  public  mind  has  been  long  and  painfully 
agitated  by  it,  and  needs  repose.  The  fruits  of  this 
agitation  have  been  bitter  and  abundant.  Men  of 
business  require  to  be  put  in  a situation  that  they 
may  adapt  their  affairs  to  a state  of  things  which 
promises  permanency.  That  character  is  alone  ne- 
cessary to  give  success  to  the  present  system.  No 
rational  plan  for  the  regulation  of  the  fiscal  affairs 
of  the  country,  can  fail  to  succeed,  if  the  mass  of 
our  industrious  and  enterprizing  population,  with- 
out regard  to  local,  sectional  or  political  distinc- 
tions, are  only  sincerely  desirous  for  its  success. — 
Once  satisfy  them  that  things  are  in  this  respect  to 
remain  stable,  and  it  is  not,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
possible  that  they  can  refuse  their' aid  and  support 
to  that  which  concerns  them  so  nearly,  and  upon 
which  their  prosperity,  private  as  well  as  public,  is 
so  essentially  dependant.  If  our  correspondence 
shall  have  the  effect  to  contribute  in  any  degree  to 
bring  about  a state  of  things  in  which  we  all  have 
so  deep  an  interest,  and  which  should  be  desired  by 
all,  I will  rejoice  that  it  has  taken  place. 

But  whilst  I so  confidently  entertain  and  so  rea- 
dily promulgate  these  sentiments  in  regard  to  the 
want  of  power  to  establish  in  any  of  the  states  a 
national  bank,  I am,  at  the  same  time,  equally  de- 
sirous that  it  should  be  fully  understood  that  I am 
decidedly  opposed  to  the  creation  of  any  such  insti- 
tution in  the  District  of  Columbia.  I do  not  be- 
lieve that  any  national  bank  there,  or  elsewhere,  is 
necessary  to  secure  either  of  the  advantages  to 
which  your  question  has  reference.  The  principal 
grounds  relied  upon  by  the  advocates  for  a bank,  to 
establish  its  utility  and  necessity,  as  I understand 
them,  are, 

1st.  That  such  an  institution  is  necessary  for  the 
transmission  and  safe  keeping  of  the  public  moneys. 

2d.  To  secure  a safe,  cheap  and  convenient  sys- 
tem of  domestic  exchange;  and 

3d.  To  make  and  preserve  a sound  currency. 

The  limits  of  this  letter  will  not  admit  of  a full 
discussion  of  these  points,  but  f cannot  refrain 
from  referring  to  a few  of  the  facts  which  belong  to 
them.  I say  facts,  for  after  the  many  speculations 
and  anticipations  in  regard  to  the  currency,  the 
public  revenue  and  the  public  prosperity,  with 
which  the  country  has  been  surfeited  for,  the  last 
two  years,  to  which  thousands  have  trusted,  and  by 
which  thousands  have  been  deceived,  I may  say,  I 
think,  without  offence,  that  it  would  be  the  surest, 
because  the  only  safe  course,  to  regulate  our  opi- 
nions in  future,  somewhat  more  than  heretofore,  by 
ascertained  facts.  How,  then,  do  the  facts  stand 
upon  the  first  point,  viz:  the  necessity  of  the  bank, 
as  a place  of  safe  keeping  for  the  public  moneys, 
and  as  an  agent  for  their  transmission,  to  answer 
the  wants  of  the  government? 

The  official  reports  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury show  first,  that  the  average  amount  of  money 
annually  transferred  hy  the  "bank  of  the  United 
States,  from  1820  to  1823,  was  from  ten  to  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars;  and  the  amount  transferred  by 
the  deposite  banks,  from  June  1835  to  April  1836, 
or  about  ten  months,  over  seventeen  millions  of  dol- 
lars. In  both  cases  the  operation  has  been  without 
loss,  failure  or  expense.  And  it  further  appears, 
from  the  same  source,  that  at  no  previous  period  has 
the  safety  of  the  public  moneys  been  more  careful- 
ly or  securely  provided  for.  An  examination  of 
the  official  documents  will,  I am  well  satisfied,  fully 
sustain  these  positions.  What  foundation,  then, 
was  there  for  the  assumptions,  upon  this  part  of  the 
subject,  which  ware  put  forth  with  so  much  solem- 
nity, and  insisted  upon  with  so  much  earnestness, 
in  the  early  discussions  upon  the  subject  of  the 
hank?  If  so  much  has  been  done  in  this  respect, 
whilst  the  substituted  agency  has  had  to  contend 
with  the  most  powerful  opposition  that  was  ever 
made  upon  any  branch  of  the  public  service,  what 
may  we  not  expect  from  it  now,  when  it  has  re- 
ceived the  legislative  sanction — and  if  there  be  not 
gross  dereliction  of  faith  and  duty — when  it  must 
also  receive  the  support  of  all  parties? 

In  regard  to  domestic  exchanges,  the  following 
facts  are . also  established  by  the  same  authentic 
source,  viz:  that  the  amount  of  domestic  exchanges 
performed  at  the  last  returns  by  the  deposite  hanks, 
exceeded  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars,  and  at  no 
return  for  months  has  it  been  less  than  twenty-five 
millions — which,  at  an  average  of  thirty  millions  at 
each  return,  would  be  in  a year  one  hundred  and 
eighty  millions,  if  each  bill  of  exchange  run  on  an 
average  sixty  days.  On  the  contrary,  the  amount 
of  domestic  exchanges  performed  hy  the  United 
States  bank,  did  not  for  many  years  equal  twenty 
millions  at  any  one  return,  and  seldom  exceeded  it, 
being  quite  one  third  less  than  what  is  now  done  hy 
the  deposite  banks.  It  further  appears,  that  these 
exchanges  have  in  many  cases  been  effected  at 
lower  rates  by  the  deposite  hanks  than  by  the  Unit- 


ed States  hank.  Indeed,  can  it  be  doubted,  that 
even  if  there  was  not  a single  bank,  state  or  nation- 
al, in  the  country,  it  would  nevertheless  be  quite 
easy  to  place  its  domestic  exchanges  upon  an  ad- 
vantageous and  safe  footing,  so  long  as  there  is  a 
sufficiency  of  solid  capital  to  he  employed  in  the 
business?  From  the  nature  of  the  thing  itself,  and 
from  the  experience  of  Europe,  we  may  be  assured 
that  the  profits  and  necessities  of  trade  would  in- 
vite and  obtain  ample  facilities  for  the  business  of 
exchange  from  other  sources,  so  long  as  the  com- 
mercial community  with  one  accord  desire  to  see  it 
successfully  carried  on,  and  assist  in  good  faith  in 
effecting  it. 

Lastly,  the  currency.  The  proportion  of  our 
whole  circulating  medium  that  was  composed  of 
the  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  during 
the  existence  of  that  institution,  was  much  smaller 
than  was  generally  supposed.  The  circulation  of 
the  United  States  bank,  as  I am  informed,  ranged, 
for  some  years  before  it  expired,  at  about  twenty 
millions,  often  below  that  amount,  which  was  not 
over  one-fourth  of  the  paper  circulation  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  Some  think  it  has  been  less  than  one 
fiftfi.  The  great  mass  of  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try was,  therefore,  even  then  carried  on,  so  far  as 
money  was  employed  in  it,  hy  means  of  the  notes 
of  state  banks  and  specie.  The  beneficial  effects 
that  were  claimed  to  be  rendered  by  that  institu- 
tion in  respect  to  the  currency,  consisted— 

1st.  In  supplying  bills  that  were  current  through- 
out the  union,  and 

2d.  The  salutary  effects  of  its  supervision  over 
the  state  hanks,  in  preventing  over  issues  and  com- 
pelling them  to  keep  on  hand  larger  supplies  of 
specie  for  the  redemption  of  their  notes. 

The  transactions  in  which  it  became  necessary, 
or  was  usual  to  carry  bank  notes  from  one  state  to 
another,  were  very  limited  in  their  amounts;  large 
sums  being  then,  as  they  are  now,  and  ever  will  be, 
transmitted  through  the  medium  of  bills  of  ex- 
change. It  will  not  even  now,  I think,  he  serious- 
ly denied,  that  the  increase  of  the  gold  coinage, 
and  the  facilities  of  getting  that  species  of  coin, 
together  with  the  large  denomination  of  notes  is- 
sued hy  the  leading  state  banks,  are  abundantly  suf- 
ficient for  those  purposes,  and  that  they  can  be 
quite  as  conveniently  employed  in  them. 

As  to  the  benfits  alleged  to  have  been  rendered 
hy  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  in  checking  ex- 
cessive issues  by  the  state  banks,  and  in  compel- 
ling them  to  maintain  an  adequate  supply  of  specie, 
whilst  by  no  means  disposed  to  undervalue  them, 

I yet  think  the  same  objects  can  he  .accomplished, 
not  only  without  the  agency  of  any  such  institu- 
tion, hut  to  a much  greater  and  more  useful  extent 
without  than  with  it;  provided  a proper  policy  he 
pursued  by  the  federal  and  state  governments;  hy 
the  former,  through  the  mint  and  the  treasury  de- 
partment; hy  the  latter,  by  suppressing  small  bills, 
hy  discouraging  the  extension  of  the  paper  system, 
and  hy  subjecting  existing  banks  to  wholesome  re- 
straints and  to  a rigid  supervision. 

That  gold  and  silver  should  constitute  a much 
greater  proportion  of  the  circulating  medium  of  the 
country  than  they  now  do,  is  a position  which  few 
are  disposed  to  deny.  How  great  the  increase,  and 
how  rapidly  it  ought  to  be  effected — are  questions 
in  regard  to  which  a difference  of  opinion  may  from 
time  to  time  arise  amongst  men  having  the  same 
general  object  in  view.  No  beneficial  reform  in 
the  affairs  of  the  world  was  ever  accomplished,  in 
which  similar  diversities  of  opinion  were  not  found 
among  its  advocates.  But  it  is  a consolation  to 
know  that  embarrassments  arising  from  that  source 
have  been  overcome,  and  may  he  again.  To  pro- 
tect the  working  classes,  (who  generally  speaking, 
have  no  control  over  a paper  currency,  and  derive 
no  profit  from  hank  stock)  against  losses  arising 
from  depreciation  hy  securing  a metalic  currency 
sufficient  at  least  for  all  minor  dealings — including 
the  payment  of  labor,  the  most  important  as  well 
as  the  most  pressing  use  there  is  for  money — to  fur- 
nish a more  substantial  specie  basis  for  that  part  of 
the  currency  which  consists  of  paper,  and  thereby 
save  the  whole  community  from  loss  in  conse- 
quence of  any  sudden  withdrawal  of  confidence — 
should  be  our  first  object,  as  it  is  our  imperative 
duty.  Other  countries  are  wiser  than  we  are  in 
this  respect.  England  prohibits  the  circulation  of 
all  bank  notes  under  £5,  equal  to  about  $25;  and 
France,  all  under  500  francs,  equal  to  about  $90; 
and  there  is  scarcely  a village  or  even  an.  inn,  in 
England,  in  which  you  cannot,  without  the  slight- 
est inconvenience,  change  a five  or  ten  pound  note, 
and  even  those  of  a higher  denomination,  into  gold 
and  silver;  and  in  France  there  are  like  facilities. 

Our  situation  has  for  a long  time  past  been  wide- 
ly different;  a fact  easily  to  be  accounted  for  when 
we  reflect  upon  the  past  course  of  the  federal  go- 
vernment. The  constitution  gave  to  congress  ex- 


press power  “to  coin  money  and  regulate  the  value 
thereof  and  of  foreign  coin,”  and  it  as  expressly 
prohibits  the  exercise  of  a similar  power  by  the 
states.  It  was  to  the  federal  government  therefore, 
and  to  that  only,  that  the  framers  of  the  constitu- 
tion looked  for  whatever  of  a domestic  metallic  cur- 
rency the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  security  of  property  within  the 
same,  should  be  found  to  require;  and  as  they  also 
refused  to  congress  the  power  to  create  corpora- 
tions, and  expressly  prohibited  the  states  from  emit- 
ting hills  of  credit,  and  from  making  any  thing  but 
gold  and  silver  coin  a tender  in  payment  of  debts, 
ft  is  equally  obvious  that  they  intended  as  a gene- 
ral rule,  that  the  currency  of  the  country  should  be 
a metallic  and  not  a paper  currency.  Whether 
they  also  designed  to  divest  the  states  of  their  an- 
tecedent right  to  incorporate  banks,  it  would  now  be 
more  curious  than  useful  to  inquire.  That  matter, 
so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  mere  question  of  power, 
must  he  regarded  as  settled  in  favor  of  the  conti- 
nued authority  of  the  states.  Assuming  that  this 
was  contemplated  by  the  framers  of  the  federal 
constitution,  it  is  then  most  evident  that  their  hopes 
of  a sound  currency  must  have  been  based  upon 
their  expectation  that  the  respective  governments 
would  faithfully  discharge  their  peculiar  duties,  and 
as  faithfully  confine  themselves  to  their  respective 
spheres:  that  the  federal  government  would  exert 
all  its  constitutional  powers,  not  only  by  creating 
and  diffusing  a metallic  currency,  hut  by  protecting 
if  against  a paper  circulation  of  the  same  nominal 
value,  whilst  the  states  supplied  such  emissions  of 
paper  as  might  be  actually  demanded  by  the  ne- 
cessities of  commerce,  and  not  at  variance  either 
in  denomination  or  amount  with  the  existence  of 
an  adequate  specie  currency. 

Had  such  a policy  been  pursued,  there  is  the  best 
reason  for  believing  that  a just  proportion  between 
paper  and  specie  might  have  been  preserved,  and  a 
sound  currency  uniformly  maintained.  But  instead 
of  pursuing  this  course,  the  federal  government  at 
an  early  period  authorised  the  issuing  of  paper  mo- 
ney, and  with  the  intermission  of  a very  few  years, 
continued  to  do  so  until  the  expiration  of  the  char- 
ter of  the  late  United  States  hank,  and  as  if  anxious 
to  contribute  their  share  to  this  inroad  upon  the  po- 
licy of  the  federal  constitution,  the  state  govern- 
ments have  not  only  created  swarms  of  banking- 
institutions,  but,  until  recently,  most  of  those  in- 
stitutions were  authorised  to  issue  notes  of  as  low 
a denomination  as  a single  dollar.  The  conse- 
quences of  this  departure  from  the  wise  policy  of 
the  framers  of  the  constitution,  and  from  the  ap- 
propriate functions  of  the  federal  and  state  govern- 
ments, have  been  extensively  injurious.  We  have 
seen  them  in  the  almost  total  exclusion  of  gold,  ami 
to  a great  extent  of  silver  also,  from  the  circulation 
of  the  country;  in  the  enormous  issues  of  paper 
which  have  been  made  whenever  business  was  in- 
viting and  public  confidence  strong;  the  contrac- 
tions which  na.ve  followed  an  adverse  state  of  things, 
and  the  mischiefs  which  these  fluctuations  have  oc- 
casioned, in  the  frequent  depreciation,  and  in  nu- 
merous instances,  the  utter  worthlessness  of  bank 
paper;  in  the  temptations  held  out  to  the  crime  of 
forgery  and  the  general  prevalence  of  that  crime; 
in  the  injurious  collisions  which  have  occurred  be- 
tween the  state  banks  and  the  bank  established  by 
federal  authority;  and  above  all,  in  (he  daring  at- 
tempt of  the  latter,  first  to  control  the  public  will 
through  the  medium  of  elections,  and  after  this  ef- 
fort had  been  rebuked  by  the  intelligence  and  vir- 
tue of  the  people,  to  extort  a reversal  of  that  deci- 
sion by  a reckless  Warfare  on  the  business  of  the 
country. 

It  is  time,  high  time,  that  we  should  return  to  the 
constitutional  policy,  and  the  first  step  in  the  way 
of  reform,  is  that  the  federal  government  confine  it- 
self to  the  creation  of  coin,  and  that  the  states  af- 
ford it  a fair  chance  for  circulation.  Can  any  one 
assign  even  a.  plausible  reason  why  the  United 
States  cannot  maintain  as  stable,  a currency  as 
either  France  or  Great  Britain?  None,  I imagine, 
other  than  that  it  has  not  been  the  policy  of  the  go- 
vernment that  it  should  he  so.  In  all  material  re- 
spects, so, far  as  I can  judge,  we  are  in  an  equally 
favorable,  if  not  a superior  condition.  Whilst  both 
those  countries  must  rely  on  importations  from 
abroad  for  gold  for  their  mints,  we  derive  three- 
fonrths  of  a million  annually  from  our  mines,  and 
are  besides  nearer  the  great  supplies  of  it  in  South 
America.  Nothing,  therefore,  but  a faithful  prose- 
cution by  the  general  government  and  the  states,  of 
the  policy  of  the  present  administration  in  regard 
to  a specie  circulation,  is  necessary  to  place  us  on  a 
footing  of  equality  in  this  respect  with  other  nations. 
Such  a result  once  accomplished,  it  will  require  no 
labored  argument  to  prove  that  more  will  have  been 
done  for  the  permanent  interests  and  improvement 
of  the  currency,  than  was  ever  accomplished  by 
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the  bank  of  the  United  States,  or  than  ever  could,  j 
in  the  nature  of  things,  be  accomplished  by  such  an 
institution,  We  may  find  in  what  has  already  been 
done,  the  greatest  encouragement  to  a vigorous 
prosecution  of  this  policy. 

In  the  years  1826, 1827  and  1828,  the  gold  coinage 
amounted  to  only  $154,655  annually.  Since  that 
period  it  has  been  as  follows:  in  1829,  .$295,717;  in 
1830,  $643,105;  in  1831,  $714,270;  in  1832,  798,435 
dollars;  in  1833,  $978,550;  in  1834,  $3,954,270;  in 

1835,  $2,186,175;  and  for  the  first  six  months  of 

1836,  $1,006,575;  and  in  the  remaining  six  months 
of  the  present  year,  it  is  e-xpected  to  be  much  larger, 
there  having  been  coined  in  the  month  of  June 
alone,  over  one  million  of  dollars.  The  next  year 
our  means  to  coin  will  be  greatly  increased,  by  the 
completion  of  three  branch  mints.  And  under  what 
circumstances  has  this  extraordinary  and  regular 
increase  of  the  gold  coinage  been  accomplished?  In 
the  midst  of  an  incessant  and  unprecedently  violent 
struggle  on  the  part  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
for  a recharter;  that  institution  and  its  advocates 
correctly  regarding  the  free  circulation  of  every 
piece  of  gold  coin  as  an  argument  against  the  al- 
leged necessity  of  a national  bank. 

I do  not  now  allude  to  what  has  been  done  with 
any  view  to  crimination;  but  the  argument  requires 
us  to  deal  with  facts  as  we  find  them.  It  is  well 
known  that  in  addition  to  the  difficulties  that  arose 
from  the  immense  means  of  the  bank  to  obstruct 
the  circulation  of  the  gold  coin  by  collecting  and 
hoarding  it,  the  question  whether  we  should  have 
a gold  currency  or  not  became  involved  in  the  fierce 
political  contentions  of  the  day,  and  all  the  efforts  of 
a well  organized  and  powerful  party,  were  applied  to 
enforce  the  negative  of  the  question.  If,  under  ad- 
verse circumstances  like  these,  so  much  has  been 
done,  what  may  we  not  accomplish  in  the  new  state 
of  things  now  opening  to  the  country?  When  all 
hopes  of  the  establishment  of  a national  bank  are 
given  up,  the  principal  obstruction  to  the  circula- 
tion of  the  gold  coins  will  cease  to  operate — the 
leading  motive  for  discrediting  this  species  of  cur- 
rency will  have  been  done  away — politicians  will 
no  longer  find  an  inducement  to  engage  in  such  ef- 
forts; nor  will  the  people  allow  a matter  in  which 
their  welfare  is  so  vitally  concerned  to  be  any  longer 
mingled  up  with  party  strife.  The  slightest  reflec- 
tion must  convince  them  that  they  have  no  interest 
in  the  party  conflicts  of  the  day,  which  can  justify 
so  suicidal  a course.  The  passage  of  the  deposite 
bill  will  also  be  regarded  by  the  people  as  a pledge 
from  all  parties  to  give  to  the  existing  system,  which 
excludes  the  idea  of  a national  bank,  a fair  trial. 
The  country  moreover  desires  repose,  and  we  may 
reasonably  hope  that  the  whole  community  will  be 
disposed  to  encourage  rather  than  to  discourage  a 
specie  currency.  This  object  will  also,  as  before 
observed,  be  greatly  promoted  by  the  new  stimulus 
which  it  will  receive  from  the  recent  legislation  of 
congress.  Three  additional  mints  have  been  estab- 
lished, and  tile  president  is  authorised  by  the  de- 
posite  bill  to  keep  them  amply  supplied  with  bul- 
lion, and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  empowered 
to  require  an  increase  of  specie  in  any  deposite 
bank,  and  is  restricted  from  employing  as  an  agent 
for  the  government  any  state  bank  which  issues 
bills  under  the  denomination  of  five  dollars. 

By  another  general  law  the  notes  of  such  banks 
are  prohibited  from  being  received  for  debts  due  to 
the  United  States  of  any  description;  and  it  has  also 
been  provided  by  law,  that  no  note  shall  hereafter 
be  offered  in  payment  by  the  United  States  or  post 
office  department  of  a less  denomination  than  ten 
dollars,  and  after  the  third  day  of  March  next  of  a 
less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars,  nor  any  note, 
of  any  denomination,  which  is  not  payable  and  paid 
on  'demand  in  gold  and  silver  at  the  place  where 
issued,  and  which  should  not  be  equivalent  to  spe- 
cie at  the  place  where  offered , and  convertible  upon 
the  spot  into  gold  or  silver,  at  the  will  of  the  holder, 
and  without  loss  or  delay  to  him.  Nor  have  the 
states  lagged  behind  in  their  efforts  to  improve  the 
currency  by  infusing  into  it  a greater  portion  of 
the  precious  metals.  Already  are  the  issuing  of 
bills  under  the  denominotion  of  five  dollars  pro- 
hibited by  the  states  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  Georgia,  Tennessee,  Louisiana,  North 
Carolina,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Maine,  New  York, 
New  Jersey  and  Alabama — and  of  one  and  two 
dollars  by  Connecticut.  That  this  policy  will  be- 
come general  and  gradually  extended,  cannot  be 
doubted.  To  what  precise  extent  it  may  be  car- 
ried with  advantage  to  the  country,  it  will  be  de- 
cided by  time,  experience  and  judicious  observa- 
tion. Evasions  of  it  may  for  a season  take  place, 
and  some  slight  inconveniences  arise  from  the 
change,  but  they  will  both  be  temporary.  The 
Union  committee  of  the  city  of  New  York,  con- 
fessedly combining  some  of  the  best  business  ta- 
lents of  our  great  commercial  emporium,  regarded 


it  as  an  improvement  of  the  currency  of  great  im- 
portance to  all  classes  of  the  people;  legislative  bodies 
nave  shown  great  unanimity  in  its  lavor;  it  is  ap- 
proved by  the  people,  and  must  prevail. 

The  banks  can  neither  be  so  blind  to  their  in- 
terest or  disloyal  to  their  duty,  as  to  seek  to  defeat 
directly  or  indirectly  a policy,  by  the  success  of 
which  their  own  security  and  permanent  interests 
will  be  promoted,  and  the  failure  of  which,  through 
their  fault,  would  certainly  excite,  deeply,  the  pre- 
judice of  the  community  against  them.  But  even 
if  it  were  otherwise,  the  legislatures  have  the  power 
to  compel  them  to  do  their  duty,  and  with  the  pos- 
session of  the  power  will  be  also  the  obligation  to 
exercise  it.  The  single  consideration  that  it  is  the 
denomination  of  money  in  respect  to  amount  in 
which  the  labor  of  the  country  is  paid  for,  and  most 
of  the  laborer’s  dealing  transacted,  will  be  sufficient 
of  itself  to  consecrate  what  has  been  done  to  ex- 
empt that  portion  of  the  currency  from  the  possibi- 
lity of  depreciation.  The  administration  of  the  ge- 
neral government  confiding  in  the  stability  of  a mea- 
sure so  extensively  adopted  by  the  states,  and  with 
such  unanimity  in  the  respective  legislatures,  has 
based  its  own  measures  in  relation  to  the  currency 
on  its  supposed  continuance.  The  general  govern- 
ment will  not  assuredly  be  abandoned  by  those  states 
in  the  prosecution  of  a wise  policy,  the  adoption  of 
which  they  have  themselves  invited.  It  is  not  to 
be  apprehended  that  a course  of  legislation  so  va- 
cillating and  unnecessary,  will  become  the  reproach 
of  any  of  them. 

That  the  result  of  all  these  measures  must  be  a 
large  and  healthful  infusion  of  gold  and  silver  into 
the  circulating  medium  of  the  country,  doing  more 
good  to  the  currency  than  was  done  by  the  old,  or 
than  can  be  expected  from  a new  bank,  no  one  can 
doubt.  Independent  of  all  this,  the  treasury  has  it 
in  its  power  to  exert  a salutary  influence,  first  over 
the  deposite  banks,  which  will  always  be  selected 
from  the  principal  banks  in  the  states,  and  through 
them  over  the  residue.  Whatever  check  was  exer- 
cised by  the  United  States  bank  on  the  issues  of 
the  state  banks,  was  done  by  either  refusing  to 
take  their  notes  in  deposite,  or  if  taken,  by  return- 
ing them  quickly  for  specie;  if  it  believed  their  is- 
sues to  be  excessive.  The  deposite  banks  have  a 
right  to  do  the  same  thing,  and  are  in  the  habit  of 
exercising  it,  when  in  their  opinions  an  occasion 
for  its  exercise  exists.  Over  the  deposite  banks 
themselves,  the  secretaiy  of  the  treasury  has  liberal 
supervisory  powers.  He  may  in  his  discretion  di- 
rect, as  before  remarked,  an  increase  of  their  spe- 
cie, when  it  appears  by  the  returns  which  thej  are 
obliged  to  make  to  him  at  short  intervals,  that  their 
issues  are  large  and  disproportionate  to  their  specie 
on  hand;  and  a constant  and  great  check  is  exer- 
cised over  them  by  the  actual  public  knowledge  of 
their  condition  obtained  through  their  reports,  and 
the  regular  publication  of  them. 

I am  for  exercising  this  supervision  in  a just,  but 
at  the  same  time  in  an  inflexible  spirit.  If  the  su- 
pervision of  the  treasury  prove  inadequate  to  their 
due  restraint,  I have  an  abiding  reliance  on  the  in- 
telligence and  virtue  of  the  people.  Temporary 
inconvenience  may  result  from  the  folly  or  fraud  of 
these  institutions,  but  the  remedy  will  soon  be  ap- 
plied. A people  like  those  of  the  states  composing 
this  confederacy  will  not  long  stand  by  and  see  the 
currency  of  their  respective  states  corrupted,  the 
value  of  property  unsettled,  and  all  their  interests 
deranged,  by  the  imprudence  or  cupidity  of  these 
incorporations,  without  finding  and  enforcing  an  ef- 
fectual, and  at  the  same  time  a constitutional  reme- 
dy. These  observations  do  not  proceed  from  a de- 

*Few  public  men  occupy  a position  in  regard  to 
them  less  likely  to  be  a temptation  to  a course  of 
conduct  savoring  either  of  undue  partiality  on  the 
one  hand,  or  unjustifiable  severity  on  the  other.  In 
the  course  of  my  eight  years  service  in  the  senate 
of  this  state,  a very  large  proportion  of  its  banking 
capital  was  incorporated,  and  the  journals  of  that 
body  will  show  that  I took  an  active  part  in  all  the 
questions  which  arose  upon  the  subject.  Most  of 
the  applications  for  banks  that  were  rejected,  will 
be  found  to  have  been  so  disposed  of  on  my  motion; 
and  every  application,  save  one,  will  be  found  to 
have  my  vote  recorded  against  it.  The  exception 
was  that  of  a bank  established  at  Buffalo  at  the 
close  of  the  war.  It  was  established  with  the 
avowed  design  of  enabling  the  inhabitants  the  more 
speedily  to  rebuild  the  town  after  it  had  been  burnt 
by  the  enemy.  That  my  vote  in  that  particular 
case  would  be  governed  by  that  consideration  and 
should  not  be  construed  into  a departure  from  the 
course  which  I had  prescribed  to  myself,  was  stat- 
ed in  my  place.  The  motive  proved  in  that  in- 
stance as  delusive  as  usual.  Finding  it  impossible 
to  prevent  the  undue  increase  of  banks,  I introduced 
a proposition  to  repeal  the  restraining  law,  and  re- 


sire to  deal  harshly  with  the  state  banks.*  Al' 
though  I have  always  been  opposed  to  the  increase 
of  banks,  I would  nevertheless  pursue  towards  the 
existing  institutions  a just  and  liberal  course — pro- 
tecting them  in  the  rightful  enjoyment  of  the  privi- 
leges which  have  beep  granted  to  them,  and  extend- 
ing to  them  the  good  will  of  the  community  so  long 
as  they  discharge  with  fidelity  the  delicate  and  im- 
portant  public  trusts  with  which  they  have  been  in- 
vested. But  all  experience  having  shown  that 
there  is  no  delegated  power  more  liable  to  abuse 
than  that  which  consists  in  chartered  privileges  of 
this  description,  I would  be  astute  in  watching  the 
course  of  tne  banks,  and  vigilant  and  prompt  in  ar- 
resting the  slightest  aspiration  on  their  part  to  fol- 
low a bad  example,  by  seeking  to  become  the  mas- 
ters, when  they  were  designed  to  be  the  servants 
of  the  people. 

Sincerely  believing,  for  the  reasons  which  have 
just  been  stated,  that  the  public  funds  may  be  as 
safely  and  conveniently  transmitted  from  one  por- 
tion of  the  union  to  another,  that  domestic  exchange 
can  be  as  successfully  and  as  cheaply  effected,  and 
the  currency  be  rendered  at  least  as  sound,  under 
the  existing  system,  as  those  objects  could  be  ac- 
complished by  means  of  a national  bank,  I would 
not  seek  a remedy  for  the  evils  to  which  you  al- 
lude, should  they  unfortunately  occur,  through  such 
a medium,  even  if  the  constitutional  objection  were 
not  in  the  way. 

But,  sir,  there  are,  in  my  opinion,  objections  to 
the  re-establishment  of  a national  batik,  of  a charac- 
ter not  inferior  to  any  that  I have  stated,  The  su- 
premacy of  the  popular  will  is  the  foundation  of  our 
government.  If  we  allow  it  to  be  prostrated,  either 
by  corruption  or  fraud,  the  republican  principle, 
which  gives  life  and  character  to  our  system,  will 
be  broken  down.  It  is  only  by  rigidly  and  manful- 
ly upholding  that  supremacy  on  all  occasions,  that 
we  can  hope  to  resist  the  perpetual  efforts  of  a spi- 
rit which  is  inherent  in  all  societies;  which  has  n<  - 
ver  ceased  to  maintain  a powerful  foothold  in  these 
states,  and  which  is  ever  at  work  to  subvert  those 
features  of  our  system  which  place  the  political 
rights  of  the  people  upon  an  equal  footing.  I hold  it 
to  be  sufficiently  certain  that  a vast  majority  of  the 
people  ofthe  U.  States  were  opposed  to  the  late  bank, 
and  are  equally  opposed  to  a new  one.  They  have 
had  fearful  proofs  by  overt  acts  of  the  correctness  of 
Mr.  Jefferson’s  opinion,  that  “this  institution  is  one 
of  the  most  deadly  hostility  existing  against  the 
principles  and  form  of  our  constitution;”  and  of  the 
reasonableness  of  his  apprehensions,  that  “penetrat- 
ing by  its  branches  every  part  of  the  union,  acting 
by  command,  and  in  phalanx,  it  might,  in  a critical 
moment,  upset  the  government.”  To  suppose  that 
the  people  of  this  country  can  ever  again  consent 
to  place  so  great  a power  as  that  recently  wielded 
by  the  bank  of  the  United  States — a power  which 
could  agitate  at  pleasure  the  elements  of  society, 
and  carry  terror  and  embarrassment  to  eveiy  corner 
of  the  land — in  the  hands  of  any  body  of  men,  is  to 
suppose  them  alike  indifferent  to  the'lessons  of  ex- 
perience, the  calls  of  interest,  and  trie  principles  of 
freedom;  to  have  neither  the  capacity  to  understand 
their  duty,  nor  the  firmness  to  carry  out  their  own 
determinations. 

The  re-establishment  of  the  United  States  bank 
would  therefore,  under  whatever  plausible  pretences 
effected,  be  an  infraction  of  the  well  understood  will 
of  the  people,  and  a fatal  blow  to  the  cause  of  self- 
government.  So  strong  are  my  convictions  upon 
this  subject,  and  so  imperative  my  sense  of  duty  in 
regard  to  it,  that  I cannot  conceal  from  you  my  sur- 
prise, as  well  as  regret,  that  the  idea  of  accomplish- 
ing that  object  is  still,  as  would  seem  from  your  let- 
ter, kept  on  foot  in  any  quarter. 

Your  last  question  seeks  to  know  “my  opinion 
as  to  the  constitutional  power  of  the  senate  and 
house  of  representatives  to  expunge  or  obliterate 

gulate  private  banking;  and,  in  co-operation  with 
Mr.  Van  Vechten,  a distinguished  citizen  of  this 
state,  and  others,  succeeded  in  getting  it  through 
the  senate,  but  was  lost  in  the  house.  Believing 
the  system  of  incorporated  banking  to  have  acquir- 
ed too  deep  a hold  upon  the  public  mind,  and  to  be 
too  extensively  entwined  with  the  business  affairs 
of  the  state,  to  be  overthrown,  I availed  myself  of 
my  brief  administration  of  the  government  of  this 
state,  to  invite  attention  of  the  legislature  to  a con- 
sideration of  the  proper  means  of  securing  the  com- 
munity against  the  frauds  and  failures  of  those  in- 
stitutions. Our  present  safety  fund  system  is  the 
result  of  the  wise  labors  of  that  and  succeeding  le- 
gislatures. For  myself,  I am  not  now,  nor  have  I 
been  for  nearly  twenty  years,  the  owner  of  any 
stock  in  any  bank,  or,  within  my  recollection,  in 
any  incorporated  company  whatever,  though  often 
invited  to  become  so,  under  circumstances  which 
promised  and  ultimately  yielded  great  profits. 
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from  the  journals  the  records  or  proceedings  of  a 
previous  session.” 

You  will,  I am  sure,  be  satisfied  upon  further  con- 
sideration, that  there  are  but  few  questions  of  a po- 
litical character  less  connected  with  the  duties  of 
the  office  of  president  of  the  United  States,  or  that 
might  not  with  equal  propriety  be  put  by  an  elector 
to  a candidate  for  that  station,  than  this.  With  the 
journals  of  neither  house  of  congress  can  he  proper- 
ly have  any  thing  to  do.  But,  as  your  question  has 
doubtless  been  induced  by  the  pendency  of  colonel 
Benton’s  resolutions  to  expunge  from  the  journals 
of  the  senate  certain  other  resolutions,  touching  the 
official  conduct  of  president  Jackson,  I prefer  to  say, 
that  I regard  the  passage  of  col.  Benton’s  preamble 
and  resolutions  to  be  an  act  of  justice  to  a faithful 
and  greatly  injured  public  servant,  not  only  consti- 
tutional in  itself,  but  imperiously  demanded  by  a 
proper  respect  for  the  well  known  will  of  the  peo- 
ple. 

This  reply  to  your  numerous  questions,  has  una- 
voidably extended  to  a much  greater  length  than  I 
could  have  wished.  I have  given  you,  without  re- 
serve, my  “opinions  and  views”  upon  the  various 
subjects  which  you  have  presented  to  my  consider- 
ation; but  you  can  hardly  intend,  as  your  questions 
would  seem  to  imply  that  I should  enter  into  any 
engagements  with  you  as  to  what  particular  bills 
relating  to  these  subjects  I would  or  would  not  ap- 
prove in  the  event  of  my  election  to  the  presidency. 
In  the  cases  where  I have  avowed  constitutional  ob- 
jections to  the  measures  alluded  to,  any  thing  fur- 
ther would  be  superfluous;  nor  can  I think  it  consis- 
tent with  the  respect  due  from  me  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  and  especially  to  that  portion  of 
them  who  have  made  me  a candidate  for  the  chief 
magistracy,  to  tender  to  you  on  the  present  occasion 
any  other  pledge  than  such  as  is  necessarily  implied 
in  the  foregoing  avowal  of  my  sentiments,  and  as 
you  may  find  in  the  history  of  my  public  life. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 


SHIP  BYRON— THE  ICEBERGS. 

A perilous  encounter  with  an  iceberg  near  the  banks 
of  Newfoundland.  On  the  30th  June  last  the  ship 
Byron  left  Liverpool  for  New  York  heavily  laden 
with  iron,  salt,  &c.  and  having  on  board,  in  passen- 
gers and  crew,  119  or  120  souls.  On  the  morning 
of  the  3d  of  August,  34  days  out,  in  lat.  44  22,  Ion. 
48  50,  a scene  occurred  which  can  never  be  effaced 
from  memory.  It  was  the  watch  of  the  first  mate, 
a man  of  great  fidelity;  but  being  indisposed  his 
place  was  taken  by  another.  An  unusual  degree  of 
levity  and  thoughtless  security  among  the  passen- 
gers, had  just  given  place  to  sleep.  And  now  all 
was  still,  save  the  tread  of  the  watch  on  deck,  or 
the  occasional  toll  of  the  bell  to  warn  fishing  crafts, 
if  near,  of  our  approach:  but  we  had  more  need  to 
be  warned  ourselves  than  to  give  warning  to  others 
of  approaching  danger,  About  2 o’clock,  A.  M. 
a hurried  step  awoke  the  writer  of  this  sketch;  and 
the  rapid  whispering  of  some  created  the  suspicion 
that  all  was  not  right.  Springing  from  his  berth, 
he  asked  one  of  the  men  near  the  cabin  door,  what 
was  the  matter.  “We  are  in  the  midst  of  ice,” 
said  he:  “Will  you  inform  the  captain  and  mate?” 
The  captain  was  instantly  on  deck;  he  ran  forward 
to  look  out.  In  a moment  the  vessel,  going  at  the 
rate  of  five  knots,  struck  as  against  a solid  rock. 
It  was  an  island  of  ice!  It  lifted  its  head  above  the 
water  more  than  one  hundred  feet,  and  leaned  over, 
as  if  ready  to  fall  down  upon  us.  The  word  was 
given  to  put  up  helm  and  back  the  sails.  As  the 
sailors  were  hastening  to  obey  the  latter  order — as 
the  terrified  passengers  were  rushing  on  deck  and 
looking  up  at  the  immense,  overhanging,  freezing 
mass,  the  ship  struck  again  with  increased  force.  O 
what  a shock!  Crash!  crash!  it  seemed  a3  if  the 
masts  were  falling  one  after  another  on  the  deck. 
The  second  mate  entered  the  cabin  and  clapping 
violently  his  hands  together  exclaimed,  “my  God! 
our  bows  are  stove  in — we’re  all  gone,”  An  awful 
death  appeared  now  inevitable.  In  this  movement 
of  general  panic,  the  commanding  officer  gave  or- 
ders to  “clear  away  the  boat.”  Then,  while  the 
knife  was  being  applied  to  the  cordage  fastening 
her  alongside  the  ship,  a rush  was  made  to  her  by 
men  and  women.  That  small  boat  was  in  a mo- 
ment filled  with  thirty  or  forty  persons.  It  seems 
utterly  marvellous  that  she  did  not  break  down, 
precipitating  every  soul  into  the  deep.  Had  this 
taken  place,  our  commanding  officer  must  have 
shared  the  same  fate;  for,  from  a desire  to  gain  pos- 
session of  her  for  himself  and  crew,  or  to  save  the 
miserable  crowd  that  had  got  into  her  from  destruc- 
tion— it  may  be  from  both  motives — he  entered  the 
boat  and  stood  in  her  until  he  drove  out  every  one 
at  the  point  of  the  sword.  Then  was  a scene  of 
terror!  In  front  of  the  cabin  the  passengers  were 
collected,  half  naked— some  on  their  knees  calling 


for  mercy — some  clapping  their  hands,  and  uttering 
the  most  appalling  shrieks.  Nothing  distinctly 
could  be  heard.  All  was  confusion  and  horror.  It 
was  enough  to  penetrate  a heard  of  stone.  Some 
more  collected,  were  dressing  themselves  preparing 
to  resist  the  cold,  if  perchance  they  should  survive 
on  the  wreck.  Others  were  looking  for  something 
to  which  they  could  lash  themselves  for  support  for 
a time  in  the  water.  Here,  you  might  see  one  with 
a safety-belt  slung  over  his  shirt,  endeavoring  to  fill 
it  with  air;  there,  another,  pale  and  agitated,  in- 
quiring, “is  there  any  hope?”  And  there,  one  stand- 
ing as  if  in  sullen  despair,  saying,  “it  is  no  use  to 
do  any  thing.  We  must  die.”  “Are  we  sinking, 
uncle?”  cries  a dear  boy.  A child  running  to  a 
brave  sailor,  says,  “won’t  you  save  me?”  And  the 
loud  wailing  and  lamentation  from  the  crowd  rose 
higher  and  higher.  Then,  as  if  to  close  the  pain- 
ful scene,  the  ship  struck  again  on  her  quarter. 
The  shock  reverberated  like  thunder,  making  every 
joint  of  the  vessel  shake  as  if  coming  apart.  Hope 
now  fully  fled;  all  hearts  were  dismayed;  the  de- 
spairing cry  was  renewed,  and  the  most  calm  braced 
themselves  in  preparation  for  immediate  death. 
Even  the  dogs  cowered  down  on  the  deck  in  si- 
lence. 

It  appeared  that  at  the  first  shock  against  the 
mountain,  the  jib-boom  was  broken  and  thrown 
over  the  bows  into  the  vessel.  The  second  shock 
earned  away  the  bowsprit,  head  and  cutwater,  lodg- 
ing the  timbers  across  the  bows.  Had  it  struck  us 
on  either  side,  or  had  it  struck  the  hull,  we  must 
have  perished,  but  by  the  mercy  of  God,  the  hull 
was  uninjured.  After  the  bowsprit  was  carried 
away,  the  stem  of  the  ship  must  have  been  held 
down  for  an  instant  by  the  overhanging  column; 
and  her  not  immediately  rising  in  front,  gave  the 
idea  to  the  most  experienced  that  she  was  stove  in, 
and  was  filling  with  water.  This  created  the  panic. 
But  the  sails  being  backed,  the  helm  put  hard  up, 
she  turned  off  from  her  enemy,  and  swinging  clear, 
received  the  last  shock  on  her  larboard  quarter, 
which,  though  its  sound  was  terrible,  did  no  injury. 
That  instant  she  was  free.  And  now  was  the  contest 
between  despair  and  hope.  The  carpenter  report- 
ed that  the  hull  was  sound  and  the  bowsprit  could 
be  repaired;  but  then  she  may  have  sprung  a leak, 
and  the  foremast  is  in  danger  of  falling!  The  word 
was  “to  the  pump.”  The  pump  was  rigged  and 
wrought.  It  was  a moment  of  painful  suspense,  un- 
til the  pump  sucked  showing  that  all  was  tight. 
Then  hope  gilded  the  countenance  of  our  captain, 
and  all  hearts  began  to  live  in  its  radiance.  Still 
we  waited  to  hear  the  crash  of  the  foremost  as  the 
vessel  was  rolling  in  the  sea,  but  it  stood  firm. 
Daylight,  ever  delightful  to  those  on  the  deep,  and 
peculiarly  grateful  to  us,  soon  appeared.  We  found 
ourselves  going  on  our  way,  alive,  and  with  every 
reasonable  confidence  of  future  life. 

We  stood  amazed  at  our  deliverance.  The  most 
careless  among  us  were  constrained  to  attribute  our 
preservation  to  a kind  and  merciful  Providence; 
while  the  multitude  cried  out  unhesitatingly,  “it  is 
the  Lord  who  hath  saved  us;  thanks  and  praises  to 
his  holy  name.”  Then  every  countenance  was 
lighted  up  with  joy;  every  heart  was  full  of  grati- 
tude to  God,  and  love  to  one  another,  and  many 
purposes  were  formed  of  reformation  in  future. 
The  next  day  we  saw  three  mountains  of  ice.  We 
passed  near  to  one  of  them.  We  gazed  with  the 
deepest  interest  on  the  fellow  of  that  which  had  so 
greatly  endangered  our  lives.  Before  the  close  of 
the  second  day,  a new  bowsprit  was  fitted  up, 
which  stood  the  trial  of  winds  and  waves  the  re- 
mainder of  the  voyage.  In  all  this  business  the  of- 
ficers and  crew  showed  great  skill  and  energy. 

[ Observer. 


SCENE  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Reduction  of  the  tax  upon  newspapers. 

Mr.  Roebuck  addressed  the  house  amidst  loud 
and  prolonged  cries  of  question,  divide,  and  general 
interruption,  jeering,  cheers  and  buzzing  from  both 
sides  of  the  house,  which  rendered  him  almost  in- 
audible. We  understood  him  to  say  that  the  ques- 
tion was  made  one  of  party,  not  of  justice.  (Divide, 
divide.)  The  gentlemen  opposite  wished  to  pre- 
vent the  people  from  the  opportunity  of  acquiring 
knowledge.  If  they  could  get  newspapers  to  give 
them  sound  knowledge,  the  system  of  the  gentle- 
man opposite  would  soon  be  abolished.  (Oh!  Oil! 
laughter  and  general  confusion.)  The  pretence  set 
up  for  opposition  to  the  reduction  of  this  news- 
paper duty,  was  a paltry  one.  It  was  the  pretence 
of  consulting  the  interests  of  the  agriculturists  that 
made  the  hypocrisy  more  glaring.  Talk  of  tallow. 
(A  laugh.)  If  it  was  proposed  that  the  reduction 
of  this  duty  could  be  a benefit  to  the  agricultural 
interest,  it  was  a gross  delusion.  It  was  idle  and 
futile  to  say  so.  The  agriculturists  were  only  put 
in  the  van  to  screen  the  objects  of  the  opposition. 


Neither  farmers  nor  landlords  can  be  benefitted,  by 
the  repeal  of  the  soap  tax,  to  any  extent.  The 
farmers  could  have  no  benefit;  but  the  landlords 
might  be  in  a condition  of  putting  some  five  pounds 
in  their  pocket  by  increasing  the  sale  of  tallow.  But 
look  to  the  benefit  of  having  a free  press.  (General 
bursts  of  laughter  and  ironical  cheers.)  He  would 
maintain  that  more  sound  information,  more  morali- 
ty, was  conveyed  by  the  unstamped  press,  than 
could  be  found  in  the  stamped.  ( Reserved  laughter.) 
The  unstamped  papers  did  not  contain  one-tenth  of 
the  obscenity,  and  immorality,  and  profligacy  of 
manners  that  the  licensed  papers  did.  (Laughter 
and  jeering  acclamation  for  some  minutes.)  He  could 
prove  it.  In  one  of  the  Dublin  stamped  papers,  it 
had  been  gravely  debated,  whether  the  honorable 
member  might  or  might  not  be  shot.  (Oh!  Oh!) 
Yes;  it  had  been  gravely  debated,  whether  it  were 
not  lawful  to  kill  a fellow  citizen.  Look  at  the 
Times  paper,  for  instance;  it  had  the  baseness  to  say, 
that  Mr.  O’Connell,  the  big  beggarman,  ought  to  be 
exhibited  as  a show.  (Laughter.)  Was  that  to  be 
borne?  The  higher  classes  delighted  in,  and  their 
tastes  were  familiar  to,  obscenity,  immorality  and 
profligacy  of  phrase  and  sentiment,  that  were  to  be 
found  in  the  stamp  papers.  ( Oh!  Oh!  and  laughter.) 
What  could  be  more  filthy  and  impure,  than  the  pa- 
per generally  disseminated  as  the  parson’s  paper? 
( Laughter  and  cheers,  which  resembled  a prolonged 
huzza.)  Why,  no  man  would  retain  a servant,  if 
he  uttered  half  the  foulness  contained  in  that  paper. 
The  freedom  of  the  press  would  put  down  aristo- 
cratic dominion,  as  it  would  teach  the  people  the 
full  extent  of  their  rights,  and  the  proper  mode  of 
exerting  them.  He  thought  his  opinions,  though 
true,  might  not  prevail,  (laughter.) 

Mr.  Kearsley  rose  and  said  that  he  did  not  rise  to 
reply  to  the  honorable  member  for  Bath;  for  he  would 
assure  that  honorable  member  that  he  would  not 
condescend  to  reply  to  any  thing  that  fell  from  him. 
But  as  the  other  honorable  member  opposite,  who 
addressed  the  house  on  the  same  side  of  the  ques- 
tion, has  such  a sweeping  way  with  him  of  getting 
through  the  argument,  (cheers  and  laughter),  he 
would  say  a few  words  in  reply,  although  he  felt 
indignant  when  he  heal'd  the  disgusting  speech  of 
the  member  for  Bath.  (Loud  cheers  from  the  op- 
position, and  cries  of  “chair,  chair,”  “order,  order!” 
for  some  minutes.)  [ Galignani’s  Messenger. 


NORTH  WEST  PASSAGE. 

We  learn  from  the  English  newspapers  that  cap- 
tain Back,  already  well  knowm  to  the  public  for  his 
expedition  in  search  of  captain  Ross,  will  soon  pro- 
ceed on  another  expedition  to  the  Arctic  Seas.  The 
ship  selected  is  a bomb  vessel,  and  therefore  well 
fitted  to  navigate  in  icy  seas,  and  her  first  lieuten- 
ant, Mr.  Smyth,  is  well  acquainted  with  the  north- 
ern seas,  having  been  with  captain  Beechy  in  the 
Blossoms  in  Behring’s  straits,  a few  years  since. 
Proceeding  to  Wager  bay,  captain  Back  will  lay  up 
his  ship,  and  from  thence  wall  proceed  in  boats, 
constructed  for  the  purpose,  to  complete  the  survey 
of  the  coast,  from  Cape  Turnagain  to  Victoria 
Headland,  the  point  which  he  reached  in  his  last 
expedition,  and  where  he  discovered  the  open  sea. 
It  is  supposed  that  this  expedition  will  occupy 
about  two  year’s,  and  may  probably  result  in  the 
discovery  of  the  long  sought  north  west  passage. 

But  admitting  this  passage  to  be  discovered,  and 
we  have  very  little  doubts  of  its  existence,  wliat  be- 
nefit is  to  result  to  the  world  from  the  discovery? 
It  would  only  be  used  for  a brief  season  of  the  year, 
and  even  then,  it  would  be  very  uncertain.  It  is 
not  probably  open  for  more  than  one  or  two  months 
in  the  year,  of  every  year  for  that  period.  This 
would  confine  the  sailing  of  all  vessels  from  Europe 
and  the  United  States  for  China  and  India,  to  cer- 
tain seasons  of  the  year,  to  the  great  embarrass- 
ment and  interruption  of  commerce.  Besides  this, 
the  chances  of  finding  the  passage  open  at  all  are 
not  always  certain,  and  the  danger  to  vessels  of  be- 
ing icebound,  and  consequently  lost,  always  is 
great.  If  a vessel  from  either  side  of  the  Atlantic 
should  attempt  to  reach  China  by  the  north  west, 
and  find  the  passage  impracticable'  from  the  ice,  as 
would  be  the  case  if  they  came  a fortnight  too  early 
or  too  late,  and  as  might  be  the  case  through  the 
whole  summer,  what  would  it  gain?  It  would  be 
obliged  to  return  and  make  the  usual  passage,  by 
either  of  the  capes,  with  the  loss  of  all  the  time  ex- 
pended in  the  north  western  attempt.  For  nearly 
two  hundred  years,  have  navigators  sought  this  in 
both  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans,  and  have 
hitherto  been  invariably  arrested  by  the  ice.  This 
fact  is  sufficient  to  show  that  if  a passage  from  one 
ocean  to  the  other  be  discovered,  the  use  of  it,  on 
account  of  the  ice,  must  be  extremely  precarious. 
If  the  ice  has  so  invariably  presented  an  obstacle  to 
the  discovery,  it  will  continue  to  present  the  same 
to  its  use,  after  the  discovery  shall  be  made. 
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The  navigation  to  the  Pacific  round  tiie  capes  is 
by  no  means  dangerous.  India  and  China  vessels 
are  rarely  lost,  and  never,  we  believe,  near  either 
of  these  points.  Therefore  if  a longer  time  be  re- 
quired for  a voyage,  than  would  be  by  a north 
west  passage,  admitting  it  to  be  successful,  yet 
nothing  is  lost,  but  much  gained,  when  we  consi- 
der certainty  and  safety. 

Hereafter,  probably,  all  voyages  to  the  Indian  or 
Pacific  oceans,  from  either  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
will  be  across  the  Isthmus  of  Darien:  If  all  the 

time  and  money  that  have  been  expended  in  vain 
attempts  to  find  a north  west  passage,  had  been  ap- 
plied to  cutting  a canal  across  the  Isthmus,  the  two 
oceans  would  have  long  since  been  united,  by  a ca- 
nal large  enough  for  first-rate  line  of  battle  ships. 

[Pennsylvania  Sentinel. 


THE  EUPHRATES  EXPEDITION. 

From  a supplement  of  the  London  Gazette  of  Friday, 
July  29,  1S36. 

India  Board,  July  28,  1836. 

A despatch  has  been  received  at  this  office  from 
col.  Chesney,  R.  A.  in  command  of  the  Euphrates 
expedition,  dated  Euphrates  steamer,  Anna,  May 
28,  1836,  of  which  the  following,  with  its  enclo- 
sure, are  copies: — 

Euphrates  steamer,  Anna,  May  28,  1836. 
Sir:  It  is  with  feelings  of  the  deepest  regret, 
that  I do  myself  the  honor  of  informing  you  that 
the  Tigris  steamer  was  totally  lost  during  a hurri- 
cane of  indescribable  violence,  which,  after  the 
short  struggle  of  about  eight  minutes,  sent  a fine 
vessel  to  the  bottom  in  five*  fathoms  water,  and  de- 
prived his  majesty  of  fifteen  valuable  men,  with 
five  natives  in  addition. 

My  reports  up  to  the  17th  instant,  at  Deir,  will 
have  informed  yoji  that  all  was  going  on  as  success- 
fully as  the  most  sanguine  could  possibly  desire. — 
We  found  the  Arabs  well  disposed,  and  quite  rea- 
dy to  form  depots  for  us  of  wood,  charcoal,  bitu- 
men and  lignite  coal,  all  met  in  abundance,  and 
tried  with  complete  success.  In  addition  to  these 
marked  advantages,  the  survey  has  been  carried 
509  miles  down  the  Great  River,  which  seemed  in 
all  respects  favorable;  in  short,  all  was  continued 
prosperity  up  to  the  afternoon  of  the  21st  instant, 
when  it  pleased  God  to  send  the  calamitous  event 
of  which  it  is  my  duty  to  give  a feeble  sketch. 

A little  after  one  P.  M.  on  that  melancholy  day, 
the  flat  boats  being  a little  ahead,  and  the  Tigris 
leading  the  Euphrates,  a storm  appeared,  bringing 
with  it,  high  in  the  air,  cloilds  of  sand  from'"the 
west  north  west  quarter.  At  this  moment  we  were 
passing  over  the  rocks  of  Is  Geria  (deeply  covered,) 
and  immediately  after  we  made  a signal  for  the  Eu- 
phrates to  choose  a berth,  and  make  fast;  which 
W'as  done  more  as  a matter  of  precaution,  on  ac- 
count of  the  difficulty  of  seeing  our  way  through 
the  sand  than  from  apprehension  that  the  squall 
would  be  so  terrific.  The  Tigris  was  immediate- 
ly, directed  toward  the  bank,  against  which  she 
struck  without  injury,  but  with  so  much  violence 
as  to  recoil  a distance  of  about  eight  yards,  leaving 
two  men  on  the  bank,  who  had  jumped  out  to  make 
fast.  The  wind  then  suddenly  veered  round,  drove 
her  bow  off,  and  thus  rendered  it  quite  impossible 
to  secure  the  vessel  to  the  bank,  along  which  she 
was  blown  rapidly  by  the  heavy  gusts,  her  head 
falling  off  into  the  stream  as  she  passed  close  by 
the  Euphrates,  which  vessel  had  been  backed  op- 
portunely to  avoid  the  concussion. 

The  engines  were  working  with  full  power,  and 
every  endeavor  made  to  turn  the  vessel’s  bow  to  the 
bank.  One  anchor  was  let  go,  but  the  heel  of  the 
vessel  made  it  impossible  to  get  the  other  out,  and 
she  was  then  nearly  broadside  to  the  wind,  with  the 
engines  almost  powerless,  and  the  waves,  rising  to 
four  or  five  feet,  forcing  their  way  in  at  the  win- 
dows. Lieutenant  Cockburn,  the  Messrs.  Staun- 
ton, and  some  of  the  men  made  ineffectual  attempts 
to  keep  out  the  water,  for  the  fate  of  the  vessel  was 
already  decided;  and  the  fore  part  of  the  deck  be- 
ing under  water,  lieut.  Lynch  came  to  report  that 
the  Tigris  was  sinking,  and  the  word  was  imme- 
diately passed  for  all  to  save  themselves.  At  this 
very  instant  a momentary  gleam  of  light  faintly 
showed  the  bank  at  the  apparent  distance  of  eight 
or  ten  yards;  and,  as  there  seemed  every  probabili- 
ty that  the  stern  would  touch  it  before  she  went 
down,  lieutenant  Lynch  encouraged  the  people  to 
remain  steady  until  they  reached  the  land.  All 
were  on  deck  at  this  critical  moment,  some  clinging 
to  the  ropes  of  the  awning,  the  paddle  boards  and 
funnel;  but  the  majority  were  close  to  the  tiller, 
and  all  behaving  with  the  most  exemplary  obe- 

*The  last  depth  sounded;  and1  we  have  since 
found  three  and  a half  fathoms  on  one  side  of  the 
spot,  and  five  on  the  other. 


dience,  until  the  vessel  went  down  all  at  once,  and 
probably  within  half  a minute,  after  we  had  seen 
the  bank  for  an  instant. 

Lieutenant  Lynch,  who  was  at  my  elbow,  dived 
out  underneath  the  starboard  ridge  rope,  at  the  mo- 
ment when  there  wras  about  four  feet  water  on  the 
dock,  and  I had  the  good  fortune  to  get  clear,  in  the 
same  way,  through  the  larboard  side,  and  also  to  take 
a direction  which  brought  me  to  the  land,  without 
having  seen  any  thing  whatever  to  guide  me  through 
darkness  worse  than  that  of  night.  When  it  cleared 
a little,  I found  around  me  lieutenant  Lynch  and 
Mr.  Eden,  (both  greatly  exhausted),  Mr.  Thomp- 
son, the  Messrs.  Staunton  and  several  of  the  men. 
The  hurricane  was  already  abating  rapidly,  and  as 
the  distance  from  the  vessel  to  the  shore  was  very 
short,  we  indulged  the  hope  that  the  rest  of  our  brave 
companions  had  reached  the  bank  lower  down.  For 
an  instant  I saw  the  keel  of  the  Tigris  uppermost, 
near  the  stern.  She  went  down  bow  foremast,  and, 
having  struck  the  bottom  in  that  position,  she  pro- 
bably turned  round  on  the  bow  as  a pivot,  and  thus 
showed  part  of  her  keel  for  an  instant  at  the  other 
extremity;  but  her  paddle  beams,  floats  and  parts  of 
the  sides  were  already  broken  up,  and  actually  float- 
ed ashore,  so  speedy  and  terrific  had  been  the  work 
of  destruction. 

From  the  moment  of  striking  the  bank  until  the 
Tigris  went  down  it  scarcely  exceeded  eight  mi- 
nutes; while  the  operation  of  sinking  itself  did  not 
consume  more  than  three;  indeed,  the  gale  was  so 
very  violent  that  I doubt  whether  the  most  power- 
ful vessel,  such  as  a frigate,  could  have  resisted  it, 
unless  she  were  already  secured  to  the  bank;  and, 
for  this  there  was,  in  our  case,  little  or  no  time,  as 
it  was  barely  possible,  in  the  position  of  our  con- 
sort, to  make  fast  and  save  the  vessel. 

I had  little,  or  rather  no  hope,  that  the  Euphrates 
could  have  escaped,  but  the  intrepid  skill  of  lieut. 
Cleaveland  and  Mr.  Charlewood  enabled  them  to 
get  out  two  anchors  in  the  very  nick  of  time;  and 
by  the  united  means  of  two  hawsers,  and  the  en- 
gines working  at  full  power,  the  vessel  maintained 
her  position  at  the  bank,  until  the  storm  abated,  as 
the  inclosed  letter*  from  capt.  Estcourt  will  explain 
more  fully;  and  as  it  required  all  the  powers  of  a 
fifty  horse  engine  in  the  case  of  the  Euphrates,  to 
keep  her  hawser  from  snapping,  I infer,  that  the 
twenty  horses  of  the  Tigris  would  not  have  been 
sufficient  to  enable  her  to  keep  the  position  at  the 
bank,  even  if  the  officers  had  succeeded  in  securing 
her  along  side  of  it. 

Lieutenant  Lynch  and  Mr.  Eden  continued  cool 
and  collected  until  the  last  moment,  nor  were  any 
efforts  wanting  that  skill  or  presence  of  mind  could 
suggest  to  save  the  vessel  in  the  first  instance,  and 
the  lives  in  the  second,  when  the  former  had  failed; 
nor  could  any  thing  be  more  exemplary  than  their 
conduct,  and  that  of  all  on  board:  scarcely  a word 
was  spoken,  not  a murmur  was  heard,  and  death 
was  met  with  that  exemplary  degree  of  intrepidity 
and  resignation  which  have  been  displayed  by 
every  individual  throughout  the  arduous  and  trying 
service  in  which  we  have  been  engaged  since  Ja- 
nuary, 1835. 

Having  already  given  a faithful  account  of  the 
short,  but  eventful  period  of  about  twelve  minutes 
occupied  by  the  beginning,  the  progress  and  ter- 
mination of  the  hurricane,  I will  conclude  the  pain- 
ful part  of  my  task,  by  referring  you  to  the  enclos- 
ed return  of  the  names  of  the  valuable  men  who 
have  been  lost  to  his  majesty  and  their  country  for 
ever. 

Very  different  was  the  result  when  a similar,  but 
less  violent  gale,  sent  my  little  vessel  to  the  bottom 
of  this  river  in  1831;  for  I had  not  then  the  misery 
of  deploring  the  loss  of  a single  life,  and  my  little 
schooner  was  afloat  and  continuing  the  descent  in 
less  than  twelve  hours;  whereas,  all  our  efforts,  as 
yet,  have  failed  even  to  find  the  remains  of  the  ves- 
sel; not  a ripple,  or  the  slightest  trace  of  the  unfor- 
tunate Tigris,  marks  the  spot  where  she  went  down; 
but  our  search  has  not  yet  terminated,  and  if  she 
should  be  found  without  having  been  dashed  to  pie- 
ces, I shall  take  measures  to  recover  her  with  the 
assistance  of  the  diving  bell,  and  other  means;  espe- 
cially as  there  are  many  valuable  instruments  on 
board,  in  addition  to  the  hull  and  machinery,  and 
particularly  aPthe  Arabs  here  are  well  disposed. 

I am  happy  to  say  that  the  survivors  of  the  ex- 
pedition remain  as  much  unshaken  as  ever  in  their 
confidence  regarding  the  final  success  of  this  un- 
dertaking, as  well  as  the  manifest  advantages,  faci- 
lities and  cheapness  of  this  line  of  communication. 
The  hurricane  has  been,  it  is  true,  a most  trying  and 
calamitous  event;  but  I believe  it  is  regarded  by  all, 
even  at  this  early  day,  as  having  no  more  to  do  with 
the  navigation  of  the  Euphates  in  other  respects, 
than  the  loss  of  a packet  in  the  Irish  channel,  which 


might  retard,  but  could  not  put  an  end  to,  the  inter- 
course between  England  and  Ireland. 

We  are  therefore  "continuing  our  descent  and  sur- 
vey to  Bussora,  hoping  not  only  to  bring  up  the 
mail  from  India,  within  the  specified  time,  but  also, 
if  it  please  God  to  spare  us,' to  demonstrate  the 
speed,  economy  and  commercial  advantages  of  the 
river  Euprates,  provided  the  decision  of  ministers 
shall  be  in  the  true  spirit  of  Englishmen,  to  give  it 
a fair  trial,  rather  than  abandon  the  original  pur- 
pose in  consequence  of  an  unforeseen,  and,  as  it 
proved,  an  unavoidable  calamity.  I have  the  ho- 
nor to  be,  Stc. 

(Signed)  F.  R.  CHESNEY, 

Colonel,  commanding  the  expedition. 
The  right  hon.  sir  John  Cam  Hobhouse,  bart.  presi- 
dent of  the  board  of  control. 

Euphrates  steamer,  Anna,  May  26,  1836. 
Sir:  The  very  unexpected  nature  of  the  hurri- 
cane in  which  this  vessel  was  taken  on  Saturday 
last,  the  21st  inst.  and  the  extreme  violence  with 
which  it  was  accompanied,  render  it  necessary  that 
I should  acquaint  you  with  the  circumstances  as 
they  affected  this  vessel,  and  that  I should  lay  be- 
fore you  the  conduct  of  lieutenant  Cleaveland  and 
Mr.  Charlewood,  to  whose  united  exertions  and 
skill,  supported  by  the  active  exertions  of  a most 
willing  crew,  added  to  the  great  power  of  the  en- 
gines with  which  this  vessel  is  propelled,  her  safe- 
ty is  to  be  attributed. 

Scarcely  had  we  cast  off  from  the  bank,  when  at 
mid  day  on  Saturday  last,  we  in  company  with  the 
Tigris,  had  stopped  to  take  in  wood,  when  a dense 
cloud  of  dust  was  seen  to  rise  high  into  the  air,  on 
the  right  bank.  For  some  minutes  it  was  doubtful 
whether  it  woyld  not  pass  off  to  our  right,  but  soon 
it  was  apparent  that  it  would  be  otherwise.  Pre- 
paration was  made  to  meet  the  squall  by  furling  the 
awnings,  &c. 

As  soon  as  the  Tigris,  which  was  leading,  as 
usual,  had  cleared  a reef  of  rocks,  at  this  season  far 
under  water,  she  made  a signal  to  choose  a berth, 
and  make  fast.  Hardly  was  the  signal  answered, 
when  the  gale  began.  The  Tigris  was  rounding 
to  bring  up  to  the  left  bank;  the  Euphrates  fol- 
lowed; but,  as  we  neared  the  bank,  I saw  that  the 
Tigris  could  not  stem  the  gale  and  the  current. 
She  had  failed  to  make  the  bank,  and  now  was  fall- 
ing off  with  her  head  outward.  The  Euphrates 
was  compelled  to  back  her  paddles  to  give  room. 
Our  operation,  as  you  will  at  once  see,  was  full  of 
danger;  for  it  could  scarcely  be  expected  that  she 
would  afterward  be  able  to  gather  way  upon  her- 
self against  the  violence  of  the  elements  and  cur- 
rent. However,  the  Tigris  having  passed  across 
her  bows,  we  worked  the  engines  with  all  power. 
The  vessel  took  the  bank  with  some  violence,  but 
did  not  recoil  off.  Instantly,  Mr.  Charlewood  was 
ashore,  followed  by  many  men,  bearing  a hawser 
and  light  anchor.  Within  a few  seconds  a second 
anchor  and  chain  cable  had  been  got  ashore,  and 
these  were  followed  rapidly  by  a second  chain  ca- 
ble and  anchor.  Lieutenant  Cleaveland  kept  the 
engines  working  the  whole  time;  notwithstanding 
which,  and  the  anchors  and  cables  fixed  ashore,  the 
vessel  still  drove.  However,  the  gale  was  soon 
over,  and  the  vessel  was  safe. 

The  density  of  the  cloud  of  dust  excluded  from 
my  view  the  Tigris  from  the  moment  she  crossed 
our  bows;  Mr.  Fitz  James,  in  the  midst  of  the 
storm,  reported  to  me,  first  that  she  was  upset,  that 
then  she  had  gone  down.  As  soon,  therefore,  as 
our  danger  had  ceased,  and  that  the  Euphrates  w'as 
secured^  sent  off  a party  ashore,  under  lieutenant 
Murphy,  to  render  what  assistance  he  might  be 
able,  to"  the  crew  of  our  consort,  while  Mr.  Charle- 
wood pressed  me  to  allow  him  to  go  by  boat;  this  I 
did  as  soon  as  it  was  safe. 

Of  the  remainder  of  this  melancholy  tale,  of  the 
total  loss  of  the  Tigris,  and  the  few  who  escaped 
to  find  a shelter  on  board  the  Euphrates,  you  are 
yourself  well  acquainted. 

I have  only  to  repeat,  that  to  lieutenant  Cleave- 
land and  Mr.  Charlewood,  and  indeed  to  the  whole 
crew  of  the  Euphrates,  the  highest  praise  is  due. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  J.  W.  BUCKNALL  ESTCOURT, 
Captain  -13 d light  infantry. 

Colonel  Chesney. 

Return  of  officers  and  men  who  were  lost: — 
Lieutenant  R.  B.  Lynch,  26th  regiment;  Ben,  na- 
tive infantry,  passenger;  Ensaff  Sadee,  caipenter; 
John  Strathers,  engineer. 

Royal  artillery — Lieutenant  R.  Cockburn;  acting 
sergeant  R.  Clark;  T.  Jones,  gunner;  Robert  Tur- 
ner, James  Moore,  James  Hay,  do. 

Sappers  and  Miners — Acbibald  McDonald,  pri- 
vate; seamen,  Benjamin  Gibson,  John  Hunter, 
Thomas  Booth,  Thomas  Batty,  George  Liddell;  na- 
tives, Aboo,  Wasoo,  Jacoob,  John,  Manuel,  Pedro. 


26th  May. 
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FOREIGN  CHRONICLE. 

Professor  Klipstein  lias  found,  near  Eppeleliium, 
the  liead  of  that  wonderful  fossil  animal,  the  dinolhe- 
riiim gigantum,  probably  the  largest  antideluvian  spe- 
cies whose  remains  have  hitherto  been  found.  The 
head  is  0 feet  long  and  weighs  500  lbs.  The  upper 
part  ot  the  tore  leg  was  6 feet. 

In  Switzerland  there  is  a law  for  indemnifying  those 
who  have  been  acquitted  of  crimes  for  which  they 
were  indicted.  A man  named  Caples  accused,  at 
Berne,  of  being  an  incendiary,  lately  received  229 
francs  for  78  days  imprisonment. 

The  manufacture  of  beet  root  sugar  is  making  con- 
siderable progress  in  Belgium. 

There  are  50  rail  roads  in  France;  in  England  300 
miles  completed,  and  513  in  progress;  in  America 
about  3,000  miles  completed  or  in  progress.  It  is 
stated  that  03,000  francs  were  collected  from  the  Brus- 
sels and  Antwerp  rail  road  in  20  days. 

Unaccountable  fact.  It  has  been  ascertained  that 
most  ot  the  suicides  among  military  men  at  Paris,  have 
taken  place  among  those  whose  pecuniary  circumstan- 
ces were  easy. 

The  widow  of  the  immortal  astronomer,  La  Place, 
has  founded  in  the  academy  of  arts  and  sciences,  a 
perpetual  prize  of  215  francs  to  the  first  student  leav- 
ing the  Ecole  Polytechnic. 

Mad.  Sebastiani,  the  mother  of  Napoleon’s  favorite, 
the  count  who  is  French  ambassador  at  London,  died 
recently  at  Qappellini,  near  Corsica,  her  residence. 

Speed  of  pigeons.  A society  of  amateurs  at  An- 
vers, in  France,  lately  despatched  35  of  these  birds 
from  that  place  for  Paris.  Several  prizes  were  to  be 
awarded  to  the  fleetest  of  the  number.  The  first  was 
won  by  the  pigeon  general  Chasse,  which  accomplish- 
ed the  distance,  190  miles,  in  4 hours  and  3&  minutes. 
The  second  by  the  prince  Talleyrand,  time  4 h.  35 
m.  The  third  by  marshal  Gerard,  4 h.  40  m.  The 
fourth  by  Roi-de-Reme,  4 h.  41  m.  The  fifth  by 
general  Mina,  4 h.  50  m.  The  sixth  by  Tiger-cat, 
4 h.  51  in.  The  seventh  by  Willem,  4 h.  52  m. 

Rail  roads  in  Belgium.  A letter  from  Antwerp, 
dated  dune  24,  gives  the  following  favorable  descrip- 
tion of  the  rail  road  system  in  Belgium: 

“Yesterday  the  last  train  of  carriages  that  left  Brus- 
sels by  the  iron  rail  road,  consisted  of  35  carriages, 
drawn  by  two  steam  carriages;  with  at  least  1,000 
passengers.  This  immense  train  performed  the  jour- 
ney in  less  than  an  hour  and  a half.  It  is  estimated 
on  a calculation,  which  cannot  be  far  from  the  truth, 
that  the  number  of  persons  who  left  Brussels  by 
the  iron  rail  road  on  Sunday  and  Monday  last,  was 
17,000;  supposing  that  the  number  of  persons  who 
returned  was  equal,  we  have  34,000  passengers  in  two 
days.  The  conveyance  of  17,000  persons  by  the  or- 
dinary means  would  require  above  1,000  diligences.” 

Americans  abroad.  The  Boston  Post  stales  that 
the  two  most  distinguished  lawyers  in  London  were 
horn  in  Boston,  viz:  Lord  Lvndhurst  and  Sargent 
Talfourd,  (author  of  Jhe  new  popular  tragedy  of  Ion). 
The  latter,  we  believe,  has  two  sisters  in  that  city 
now,  while  the  former  has  a sister,  the  widow  of  the 
late  Gardiner  Green,  esq. 

Expeditious  travelling.  People  now  go  from  Paris 
to  Brussels  in  nineteen  hours.  Estafette  carriages  of 
extremely  light  construction,  carrying  the  mail  and 
two  passengers,  commenced  running  between  these 
cities  about  the  middle  of  July. 

The  Allgemeine  Zeitung.  The  Allgemeine  Zeitung 
or  the  Universal  Gazette,  is  one  ot  the  ablest  daily 
prints  in  Europe,  and  probably  contains  the  fullest 
and  most  accurate  summary  of  political  intelligence  of 
any  newspaper  in  the  world.  It  is  published  daily,, 
and  printed  by  a steam  press.  It  was  first  established 
at  Uim,  in  Bavaria,  but  was  subsequently  removed  to 
Augsburg,  it  employs  four  or  five  persons  in  the 
work  of  translating  from  the  French  and  English 
•“  ournals. 

Mad  dogs.  There  is  an  act  of  parliament  said  to 
he  still  in  force  in  England,  which  has  the  following 
provision:  “It  any  person  shall  keep  at  large  any  cur 
dog,  mastiff  or  bull  dog,  within  fifty  yards  of  any  pub- 
lic road  or  street,  without  a log  of  wood  of  the  weight 
of  five  pounds  attached  to  his  neck,  such  person  for 
every  such  offence  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  10s.  and 
every  constable  may  kill  such  dog.” 

Steam  navigation  across  the  Atlantic.  A Liverpool 
paper  announces  the  fact  that  a steam  vessel  of  1,200 
. tons,  with  engines  of  400  horse  power,  is  building  in 
that  city  for  the  “American  and  Colonial  Steam  Na- 
vigation company,”  with  the  express  design  of  being 
a pioneer  in  this  new  undertaking.  By  the  help  of 
steam,  N.  Y’ork  and  Liverpool  may  easily  be  brought 
within  12  days  distance  from  each  other. 

A curious  circumstance  is  mentioned  in  the  accounts 
from  Hamburg.  The  captain  of  the  Liverpool,  while 
on  her  voyage  from  Bahia  to  Hamburg,  amused  him- 
self with  fishing,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  a large 
shark.  Upon  cutting  it.  open,  the  greater  part  of  the 
’ ody  of  a man  was  discovered  in  the  belly  of  the  fish. 


The  account  states  that  the  captain  had  in  his  posses- 
sion the  head  of  the  body  at  Hamburg. 

Utility  of  an  English  colony.  No  person  looking 
at  the  situation  of  Gibraltar  would  suppose  it  to  be 
the  seal  of  so  great  a trade  as  it  is.  An  immense  quan- 
tity of  English  goods  is  landed  here.  They  are  pur- 
chased by  Spanish  or  other  dealers,  of  whom  the  sel- 
ler asks  no  questions;  they  soon  disappear  from  the 
town,  and  are  secretly  conveyed  through  various  chan- 
nels, not  only  to  every  part  of  Spain,  but  across  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Spanish  colonies  of  the  new  world. 

Salt.  A foreign  paper  says — The  whole  of  the 
salt  used  throughout  the  world  is  equal  to  about  six 
millions  of  tons  and  one  quarter.  The  commercial 
navies  of  America,  England  and  France,  (CO, 000  ves- 
sels), could  not  convey  a single  year’s  consumption 
of  salt  at  £2  a ton.  The  yearly  outlay  for  salt  is 
£30,000,000. 

Mexican  mint.  A gentleman  of  Massachusetts,  Dr. 
Jennison,  of  Northampton,  has  been  appointed  chief 
director  ot  the  Mexican  mint,  and  is  about  to  return 
to  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the 
necessary  machinery  for  coining. 

The  king  of  Sardinia  has  ordered  the  frigate  Eury- 
dica  on  a cruize  on  the  coast  of  America;  and  has  di- 
rected that  the  royal  academy  of  sciences  shall  have 
every  opportunity  for  the  improvement  of  science. 

Messrs.  Schafhaentel  and  Boehm,  iron  founders  of 
Munich,  have  discovered  a process  by  which  the  very 
worst  descriptions  of  iron  can  be  made  equal  to  the 
best  Swedish.  The  discovery  is  in  the  process  of 
puddling.  The  inventors  have  taken  out  patents  in 
England,  France  and  other  kingdoms. 


DOMESTIC  CHRONICLE. 

Health  of  New  Orleans.  The  True  American  of 
the  27th  ult.  presents  a detail  of  the  weekly  reports 
ol  interments,  at  the  different  burying  grounds  of  that 
city,  from  the  1st  of  May  until  the  2Uth  of  August. 
From  this  report,  as  compared  with  that  of  last  year, 
it  appears  that  the  number  of  interments  have  con- 
siderably decreased  this  year.  The  whole  number 
for  the  period  mentioned  (being  nearly  four  months) 
we  find  to  have  been  in  1S35,  1,016, — and  in  1836, 
765.  Showing  a decrease  of  251,  for  the  four  months 
of  the  present  year. 

Corn  from  the  northern  part  of  New  Hampshire, 
where  the  summers  are  about  the  shortest  of  any  part 
of  our  country,  was  planted  on  the  1st  day  of  June 
last,  near  Germantown,  Pa.  and  on  the  1st  inst.  it 
was  harvested — eight  acres  having  produced  nearly 
400  bushels! 

Anthracite  coal  trade.  From  a statement  in  the 
Philadelphia  Price  Current,  we  learn  that,  from  the 
opening  of  the  navigation  this  season,  up  to  the  15th 
ot  August,  55  brigs,  1,095  schooners,  14  barges  and 
281  sloops  cleared  from  the  Schuylkill,  laden  with 
anthracite  coal,  making  a total  of  fourteen  hundred 
and  sixty  vessels,  carrying  an  average  of  upwards  of 
one  hundred  tons  coal  each. 

From  the  opening  of  the  navigation  to  the  1st  inst. 
the.  quantity  of  anthracite  coal  that  passed  Fairmount 
locks,  at  Philadelphia,  amounted  to  252,461  tons, 
brought  to  market  from  the  mines  in  4,969  boats. 

A writer  in  the  same  paper  states  that  the  canals 
which  have  been  constructed  for  the  purpose  of 
reaching  the  great  anthracite  coal  fields  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, have  cost  upwards  of  twelve  millions  of  dol- 
lars. 

Naval.  Pensacola,  August  20.  The  U.  States 
sloop  of  war  Concord  sailed  on  Monday  last  on  a 
cruize,  it  is  said,  oft’  the  Balize  and  the  Texian  and 
Mexican  coasts.  The  sloop  of  war  St.  Louis  sailed 
on  a cruize  yesterday.  The  United  States  cutter  Jef- 
ferson, captain  Jackson,  sailed  hence  lor  Tampa  Bay 
on  Thursday  last.  Passengers,  majors  Wilson  and 
Zanlzinger,  of  the  army.  The  United  States  cutter 
Washington,  Day, 'commander,  arrived  here  yester- 
day from  Indian  Key. 

The  president  of  the  United  States  left  Nashville  on 
the  22(1  August,  for  Florence,  Alabama. 

The  president  who  has  been  in  this  city  since  Sa- 
turday, among  his  friends  and  relations,  leaves  to-day 
for  Florence,  Alabama,  by  way  of  Franklin  and  Co- 
lumbia, mi  a visit  of  business,  and  to  the  family  of 
his  friend  and  kinsman,  the  late  gen.  Coffee. 

[Nashville  Union. 

A large  brig  called  the  Manhattan  has  been  launch- 
ed at  Detroit,  from  the  yard  of  O.  Newberry.  Her 
keel  is  93  feet  in  length,  her  depth  of  hold  is  12  feet, 
and  her  breadth  of  beam  is  28  feet.  All  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  place  were  present  to  witness  the  beauti- 
ful sight,  which  was  unattended  by  any  accident  cal- 
culated to  mar  the  pleasures  created  by  the  excite- 
ment of  a launch. 

Nett)  York  post  office.  Mr.  Barnabas  Bates  has  re- 
signed his  situation  as  deputy  post  master  of  the  city 
of  New  York.  He  retires  “because  the  compensation 
is  inadequate  to  the  duties  and  responsibilities,”  and 


in  perfect  friendship  w ith  the  postmaster-  and  the  de- 
partment. 

Dreadful  accident.  The  Salem  Landmark  adds 
one  more  to  the  long  list  of  dreadful  deaths  which 
have  occurred  by  incautious  approach  to  the  rapidly 
gyrating  wheels  of  manufactories.  We  learn  from 
that  paper  that  an  accident  of  the  most  distressing  na- 
ture occurred  a short  time  ago,  at  Putnura’s  ma- 
chine shop,  in  Mill  street  in  that  city.  Mr.  Jewett 
Ma.xfield,  while  engaged  in  turning  a drum,  upon  the 
shaft  of  a steam  engine,  was  killed  instantaneously. 
He  was  at  work  near  the  balance  wheel,  which  was 
situated  very  close  to  a square  post  or  standard.  It  is 
supposed  that  he  made  some  misstep,  by  which  his 
head  was  thrown  between  the  balance  wheel  and  the 
post.  His  head  was  mangled  in  the  most  shocking 
manner,  one  side  of  his  face  and  the  top  of  his  head 
being  almost  severed  from  his  body.  He  left  a wife 
and  two  children. 

Execution  at  sea.  A sailor  was  hung  on  hoard  the 
U.  S.  sloop  of  war  John  Adams,  at  sea,  near  Naples 
July  3d.  He  murdered  one  of  his  fellow  seamen  in 
a drunken  frolic  at  Mahon,  as  he  afterw  ards  confess- 
ed. He  was  tried  by  a court  martial.  The  event 
produced  a melanchoiv  sensation  on  hoard  the  ship. 

J)lob  law  at  Troy.  We  understand  ;says  the  Alba- 
ny Evening  Journal  of  Saturday)  that  a number  of 
citizens  of  Troy,  becoming  indignant  at  the  univer- 
sal destruction  of  the  dogs  in  that  city,  assembled  to- 
gether on  Thursday  evening,  went  in  search  of  and 
found  the  persons  to  whom  the  corporation  had  dele- 
gated that  duty,  seized  them  and  took  them  to  a place 
agreed  upon,  and  there  furnished  them  with  an  entire 
suit  of  tar  and  feathers l Some  of  the  persons  K\t  e 
arrested,  hut  they  were  immediately  bailed. 

In  respect  to  the  indictment,  which  it  was  stated 
had  been  found  against  the  captain  and  pilot  of  the 
steamboat  Boston,  which  run  down  the  ferry  boat  in 
the  harbor  of  New  York,  the  New  York  Courier  and 
Enquirer  says — No  such  proceeding  has  taken  place, 
and  could  not  have  taken  place,  as  there  has  been  no 
grand  jury  in  session  since  the  event.  Those  indivi- 
duals have  been  held  to  bail  at  the  police,  to  appear 
before  the  court  of  sessions. 

Public  lands.  P.  T.  Crutchfield,  the  receiver  of 
public  lands,  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  in  a note  to 
the  editor  of  the  Arkansas  Gazette,  gives  the  follow- 
ing statement  of  the  sums  received  at  his  office  for 
lands  sold  during  the  present  year  to  the  1st  of  Au- 
gust last. 

In  January, $10,116  46 

February, 8,656  13 

March, 32,725  03 

April, 38,593  23 

May, 118,152  38 

June, 83,217  83 

July, 11,481  33 


$302,942  38 

Coal.  The  Miner’s  Journal,  of  Pottsville,  Pa.  says 
that  the  whole  supply  of  coal  will  probably  amount 
to  700,000  tons;  being  an  increase  of  170,000  over 
last  year’s  supply.  It  also  says  that  the  apprehension 
of  a scarcity  of  this  article  is'without  foundation. 

The  corn  crop.  The  Williamsport  Banner,  pub- 
lished in  Washington  county,  Md.  states  that  the 
prospect  of  the  corn  crop  in  (hat  region  is  highly  fa- 
vorable, and  gives  it  as  the  prevailing  opinion  of  in- 
telligent farmers  of  the  neighborhood,  that  a couple 
of  weeks  of  moderately  warm  w eather  w ill  place  the 
coni  out  of  danger. 

The  Maryland  Republican  says,  “The  appearances 
of  corn  and  tobacco,  in  the  lower  district  of  Anne 
Arundel,  are  very  promising. 

Mineral  • wealth  of  Virginia.  Every  day  affords  ad- 
ditional evidence  of  the  great  mineral  wealth  of  the 
Old  Dominion.  There  are  several  rich  gold  mines 
in  successful  operation,  and  within  a short  time  past, 
several  rich  veins  of  copper  ore  have  bqen  discover- 
ed, and  the  brightest  prospect  held  out  to  the  enter- 
prizing  proprietors  of  valuable  results.  The  hooks 
of  subscription  for  the  sale  of  2,500  shares  in  the 
Phcenix  copper  mine  in  the  county  of  Fauquier,  were 
opened  on  Tuesday  last,  and  the  whole  amount  taken 
in  one  day  by  twenty-two  subscribers. 

[Richmond  Whig. 

Growth  of  New  Orleans.  It  is  said  that  Madame 
Pontalba,  a wealthy  lady  of  New  Orleans,  hut  now 
residing  in  France,  is  about  to  construct  on  some  lots 
qn  the  public  square,  a building  in  the  style  ot  the 
Palais  Royal  in  Paris,  with  an  arcade,  galleries,  open 
space,  See.  She  has  asked  permission  of  the  corpora- 
tion to  occupy  the  side  walks  for  the  colonade,  not 
having  sufficient  depth  without. 

A lunar  rainbow  was  witnessed  at  Princeton,  Mass, 
about  half  past  9 on  the  evening  of  August  19th.  It 
had  been  raining  moderately,  and  the  moon  was  about 
4 hours  past  its  first  quadrature,  and  nearly  15  deg. 
from  the  western  horizon.  The  highest  point  of  the 
arch  was  between  25  and  28  degrees  above  the  hori- 
zon.. 
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{X5"0ur  pages  contain  a great  variety  of  useful 
and  interesting  papers,  for  present  use  and  future 
reference. 

Od*We  this  week  publish  a letter  from  Geo.  M. 
Dallas,  esq.  of  Pennsylvania,  formerly  a senator  in 
congress  from  that  state,  “to  the  democratic  cor- 
responding committee  of  Smithfield,  Bradford  coun- 
ty, Pa.”  who  inquired  his  views  upon  the  question 
and  the  mode  of  annulling  the  charter  recently 
granted  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  The  let- 
ter assumes  the  ground,  that  this  can  be  done  by  a 
convention  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  which, 
Mr.  Dallas  says,  may  “reorganize  an  entire  system 
of  social  intercourse,  terminating  and  proscribing 
what  is  deemed  injurious  and  establishing  what  is 
preferred — restore  the  institution  of  slavery  among 
us — make  our  penal  code  as  bloody  as  that  of  Dra- 
co— withdraw  the  charters  of  the  cities — supercede 
a standing  judiciary  by  a scheme  of  occasional  arbi- 
tration and  umpirage — prohibit  particular  profes- 
sions or  trades — permanently  suspend  the  privileges 
of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  and  deprive  the  people 
of  the  right  of  trial  by  jury — and  therefore,  recom- 
mends the  subject  to  the  convention  to  be  elected 
in  November  next  to  revise  the  constitution  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Many  reflecting  persons  ridiculed  the  doctrines 
of  nullification  and  secession,  notwithstanding  the 
ability  and  plausibility  of  the  arguments  by  which 
they  were  maintained.  Thus,  too,  did  they  treat 
the  new  doctrine  of  a popular  interpretation  of  the 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  But  how 
will  they  regard  the  ultra  ground  assumed  by  Mr. 
Dallas,  that  there  is  power  in  a convention  of  the 
people  of  a single  state  to  nullify  the  constitution 
and  trample  upon  its  most  sacred  privileges?  The 
subject  is  not  worthy  of  grave  discussion,  unless  in 
distrust  of  the  public  virtue  and  intelligence;  for  Mr. 
Dallas’  propositions  are  diametrically  opposed  to 
those  opinions  of  the  powers  of  the  constitution,  en- 
tertained and  acted  upon  by  the  people  from  its 
formation  to  the  present  time, — and,  indeed,  to  the 
very  causes  which  brought  it  into  being.  The  let- 
ter will,  however,  elicit  many  answers — one  of  the 
most  able  of  which  we  will  place  on  record. 

Col.  Aaron  Burr,  died  at  Staten  Island,  on 
Tuesday  afternoon  the  13th  inst.  in  the  81st  year  of 
his  age.  Few  men  in  this  country  have  excited 
more  of  the  public  attention  than  the  deceased,  in 
despite  of  the  dark  cloud  which  shrouded  his  once 
fair  fame;  for  all  admired  the  bravery  and  talents 
which  rendered  him  such  an  important  auxilia- 
ry in  the  early  struggles  of  our  country,  and  la- 
mented that  they  were  perverted  by  unhallowed 
ambition.  His  fate  is  not  without  its  moral,  and 
may  accomplish  benefits  which  his  talents  could 
not.  For  the  last  three  years  he  has  been  engaged 
in  preparing  his  papers  for  the  press.  They  are 
said  to  contain  some  new  and  important  facts  in  re- 
lation to  our  early  history — but  especially  in  refer- 
ence to  his  Mexican  expedition,  which  may  lessen 
the  odium  which  has  so  long  been  associated  with 
his  name.  These  papers  are  in  the  possession  of 
Matthew  L.  Davis,  esq.  of  New  York,  under  whose 
direction  they  will  be  published.  They  could  not 
have  been  confided  to  better  hands,  and  are  looked 
for  with  anxiety. 

The  following  brief  sketch  of  rolonel  Burr’s  life, 
is  copied  from  the  New  York  Daily  Advertiser— - 
“He  was  born  6th  February.  17ifi,  joined  the  Ame- 
rican army  under  general  Washington,  then  before 
Cambridge,  as  a volunteer,  ir  August  1775.  He 
marched  from  Penobscot  with  gen.  Arnold,  through 
the  wilderness  to  Quebec,  one  of  the  most  fatiguing 
marches  ever  recorded.  The  sufferings  endured  bv 
this  band  of  American  troops  has  hardly  a parallel. 
He  was  aid  to  general  Mrntgomery,  on  tne  ever 
memorable  night  of  the  31s:  December,  1775,  when 
the  assault  was  made  on  tbe  city  of  Quebec,  and  at 
which  that  distinguished  officer  fell.  After  serving 
with  fidelity  and  honor  in  the  campaign  of  Canada, 
he  returned  to  New  Yort  and  entered  the  family  of 
general  Washington,  at  his  (general  Washington’s) 
request.  He  was  sorn  appointed  aid  to  general 
Putnam,  and  fought  bravely  in  the  battle  of  Long 
Island,  after  which  hi  was  made  colonel  in  1777 
and  remained  in  the  army,  and  was  a conspicuous 
officer  in  the  battles  of  New  Jersey.  In  1780  he  re- 
tired in  consequence  of  ill  health,  arising  out  of  his 
fatigues  at  the  batle  of  Monmouth.  As  soon  as 
peace  was  declared  he  was  appointed  a judge  of  the 
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supreme  court  of  this  state,  which  honor  he  declin- 
ed. He  served  as  attorney  general  until  he  was 
chosen  United  States  senator,  which  he  held  from 
1793  to  1799.  In  1801  he  was  chosen  vice  presi- 
dent, which  office  expired  in  1805.  The  4th  of 
July  1S04,  he  killed  general  Hamilton  in  a duel, 
which  put  an  end  to  his  political  career,  and  in 
fact  drove  him  from  his  country.  He  then  engaged 
in  the  celebrated  Burr’s  expedition  destined  to 
Mexico — was  taken,  tried  and  acquitted  at  Rich- 
mond in  1807.  He  soon  left  the  country,  and  re- 
turned in  about  1811,  and  commenced  his  profes- 
sion as  counsellor  at  law.  He  has  been  engaged  in 
a number  of  important  causes  which  have  reached 
our  highest  courts. 

“Within  the  last  few  years  he  has  enjoyed  an  an- 
nuity of  about  fourteen  hundred  dollars  and  a pen- 
sion of  six  hundred,  in  all  about  two  thousand,  so 
that  he  has  been  comfortable  in  his  circumstances.” 

A secret  order.  The  New  York  Journal  of 
Commerce,  stated  a short  time  since,  that  a secret 
order  had  been  addressed  by  the  treasury  depart- 
ment to  the  western  deposite  banks,  requiring  them 
to  hold  the  specie  they  receive  for  public  lands, 
subject  to  the  orders  of  the  government.  In  other 
words,  that  the  specie  paid  for  lands  is  to  be  accu-. 
undated  in  the  form  of  special  deposites,  so  that  the 
government  may  have  at  its  disposal  the  identical 
specie  paid  in,  or  at  any  rate  an  amount  of  specie 
equal  to  all  which  has  been  paid  in — and  asked  the 
“Globe"  to  state  the  facts.  In  reply  it  says  that, 
the  whole  story  is  a gross  fabrication — that  no  order 
of  the  above  character,  either  secret  or  public,  has 
been  issued,  and  none  whatever  on  the  subject  of 
money,  except  what  has  been  officially  published  in 
that  paper. 

Mexico  and  the  United  States.  The  re- 
port of  the  debate  in  the  British  parliament,  pub- 
lished in  the  present  sheet,  shows  how  closely  the 
movements  of  the  Citizens  of  this  country  in  the  af- 
fairs of  Texas  are  watched  by  foreign  nations — and 
that  notwithstanding  the  aid  they  Rave  afforded  to 
the  Texians,  the  British  government  has  full  faith 
in  the  respect  of  this  nation  for  treaty  obligations 
and  the  assurances  of  gen.  Jackson  in  Ris  last 
message  to  congress!  Tke  following  from  the  New 
Orleans  “Courier”  of  the  25th  of  August,  is  an  ex- 
cellent appendix  to  the  debate,  for  it  admits  the  in- 
ference that,  notwithstanding  the  apprehensions  of 
foreigners,  there  are  at  least  two  parties  in  this 
country  on  this  question — one  that  would  aid  Tex- 
as, another  that  would  assist  Mexico;  and  both, 
doubtless,  formed  with  a view  to  “uphold  the  inter- 
ests of  trade!”  in  land  and  by  water. 

The  Warren  and  Mexican  vessels.  Some  of  the 
friends  of  Texas  complain  of  the  part  which  com- 
modore Dallas  takes  in  relation  to  Mexico.  It  is 
alleged,  els  a charge  against  him,  that  he  has  given 
convoy  to  the  Venus  and  other  Mexican  vessels 
which  lately  sailed  from  this  port;  that,  for  the  part 
which  he  has  heretofore  taken,  he  has  incurred  the 
censure  of  the  executive,  and  that  his  conduct 
throughout  the  struggle  of  the  infant  republic  is 
highly  reprehensible,  inasmuch  as  protection  has 
been  afforded  to  vessels  carrying  munitions  of  war 
and  provisions  to  her  enemies;  thus  aiding  in  the 
subjugation  of  a power,  which,  although  not  offici- 
ally recognized,  is  virtually  so;  and  instructions  to 
that  effect  have  been  received  by  the  collector  of 
our  customs,  of  which  fact  commodore  Dallas  is 
well  aware. 

If  the  circumstances  here  narrated  be  time,  and 
that  the  commodore  has  had  instructions  to  give 
convoy  only  to  vessels  wholly  American,  it  would 
seem  to  give  color  to  the  accusation  that  his  con- 
duct has  been  strange  and  unnatural,  and  he  may 
involve  himself  in  serious  difficulties. 

As  far,  however,  as  we  are  enabled  to  form  an 
opinion,  our  impression  is,  that  the  American  com- 
modore knows  full  well  the  duty  he  owes  to  his 
country  and  to  himself,  and  that  upon  an  investiga- 
tion of  his  actions,  it  would  be  found  he  has  not 
deviated  from  either,  but  pursued  the  course  point- 
ed out  by  his  government.  Abiding  by  this  rule, 
it  is  not  surprising  he  should,  in  observing  a strict 
neutrality,  have  a watchful  eye  over  the  commercial 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico, 
and  that  he  should  sternly  uphold  the  interests  of 
trade. 

Upon  inquiry,  we  have  been  informed  that,  at 
the  request  of  the  master  of  the  Venus,  com.  Dallas 


consented  to  convoy  that  vessel  as  far  as  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States  extended,  but  would 
not  be  responsible  beyond  those  limits.  In  so  doing, 
so  far  from  transcending  the  line  of  duty,  he  per- 
formed the  part  demanded  by  his  station,  and  in- 
stead of  censure,  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  his 
country,  whose  greatness  and  prosperity  essentially 
depend  upon  free  and  unobstructed  maritime  trade. 
Our  citizens,  and  all  merchants,  should  rejoice  at 
the  spectacle  presented  by  our  government,  in  up- 
holding the  laws  and  facilitating  the  business  opera- 
tions of  nations. 

Texian  commissioner.  Henry  M.  Morfit,  of 
Washington  city,,is  the  commissioner,  appointed 
by  the  president,  to  gather  information  respecting 
tfie  present  state  and  prospects  of  Texas.  .He  was, 
by  the  last  advices,  at  Brazoria.  We  have  never 
seen  his  appointment  announced  in  any  of  the  WasR- 
ington  papers.  [Political  Arena. 

Though  not  announced  in  the  papers,  and  intend- 
ed probably  to  be  secret,  we  have  no  doubt,  from 
uncontradicted  rumor,  that  Mr.  Morfit,  who  has 
been  for  some  weeks  absent  from  the  city,  has  gone 
into  Texas,  under  authority  from  the  executive  of 
the  United  States,  to  examine  and  report,  &c. 

[Nat.  Intel. 

Cholera  in  Charleston.  On  the  4th  inst.  10 
cases  of  cholera  were  reported — 2 whites  and  8 
blacks — one  dead.  Of  the  17  cases  reported  on  the 
day  before,  4 more  had  died.  On  the  5th  27  cases 
were  reported — 6 dead,  21  under  treatment — 5 whites 
22  blacks.  Of  those  previously  reported  2 had  died. 
On  the  6th  23  cases  were  reported — 3 whites,  20 
blacks,  3 dead.  Of  the  cases  reported  on  the  day 
before,  3 had  died.  On  the  7th  15  cases  were  re- 
ported— 4 whites,  11  blacks,  5 dead — of  the  cases 
reported  on  the  day  before  3 had  died.  On  the  8th 
22  cases  were  reported — 5 whites,  17  blacks,  3 dead. 
Of  the  cases  reported  on  the  day  before  3 had  died. 
On  the  9th  10  cases  were  reported — 3 whites,  7 
blacks,  3 dead.  Of  the  cases  reported  on  the  for- 
mer day  3 had  died.  On  the  10th  30  new  cases 
were  reported,  9 whites,  21  blacks,  5 dead;  of  the 
CEises  reported  on  the  former  day  3 Rad  died. 

Express  mails.  We  are  requested  to  state, 
that  the  new  post  office  act  of  2d  July  last  requires, 
“that  every  proposal  for  the  transportation  of  the 
mail  shall  be  accompanied  with  a WTitten  guaranty, 
signed  by  one  or  more  responsible  persons,  to  the  ef- 
fect that  he  or  they  undertake  that  the  bidder  or 
bidders  will,  if  his  or  their  bid  be  accepted,  enter 
into  an  obligation  in  such  time  as  may  be  prescrib- 
ed by  the  postmaster  general,  with  good  and  suffi- 
cient sureties,  to  perform  the  service  proposed.  No 
proposal  shall  be  considered,  unless  accompanied  by 
such  guaranty."  Notice  of  this  requirement,  anil 
the  form  of  the  guaranty,  are  given  in  the  postmas- 
ter general’s  advertisement  for  proposals.  There 
is  no  exception  in  favor  of  old  contractors  or  rail 
road  companies,  as  some  erroneously  suppose. 
The  guaranty,  as  well  as  the  bid,  must  be  handed  in 
before  the  expiration  of  the  time  set  for  their  recep- 
tion— to  wit  12  o’clock,  noon,  this  day.  Where 
bids  have  already  been  put  in,  tire  guaranties  may 
be  handed  in  separately.  [Globe. 

An  editorial  speech.  At  a literary  party  in 
Philadelphia,  given  on  the  occasion  of  the  annual 
trade  sale  of  the  booksellers  of  the  United  States, 
Joseph  R.  Chandler,  esq.  editor  of  the  United  States 
Gazette,  being  called  up  by  a toast  in  compliment 
to  the  newspaper  press  of  tne  country,  made  a very 
neat  and  handsome  address,  from  which  we  make 
the  following  extract: 

“On  such  a subject,  so  productive  of  matter  for 
thought,  and  so  calculated  to  draw  out  an  expres- 
sion of  that  thought,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
refrain  from  a few  observations — especially  when 
he  remembered  that  from  the  ‘Gaceta  of  Italy,’  that 
primary  penny  paper,  through  succeeding  genera- 
tions down  to  the  new  penny  prints  of  the  present 
day,  the  freedom  of  the  press  Rad  been  progressive; 
and  he  was  proud  to  add,  that  the  American  press, 
both  hebdomedal  and  diurnal,  proclaimed  its  liberty 
by  the  size  and  contents  of  its  sheets;  and  Ameri- 
can citizens  their  intelligence  by  the  liberality 
which  they  supported  them.  (Cheers.) 

“Whenever  the  political  or  religious  institutions 
of  America  were  attacked,  the  public  press  stood 
forth  as  their  defender;  whenever  public  liberty  and 
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the  constitution  were  attacked,  the  press  was  their 
champion.  And  the  newspaper  press,  expanded  as 
it  was,  presented  itself  not  only  as  the  aegis  of  the 
republic,  but  almost  as  a cover  for  the  people;  in- 
deed, such  was  the  size  of  some  of  the  journals, 
that  a whole  family  could  sit  down  simultaneously 
at  the  same  newspaper  sheet.  And  if  that  were  not 
a sufficiently  cheap  mode  of  communicating  know- 
ledge to  all  the  domestic  circle,  why,  they  could  re- 
sort to  that  by  far  too  common  plan,  of  ‘borrowing’ 
from  their  neighbors.  But  he  was  rejoiced  to  have 
lived  to  a period  when  he  might  truly  say  that  the 
black  crape  and  riband  hung  on  the  outside  of  a 
door  -was  no  surer  sign  of  mourning,  than  was  the 
newspaper,  when  seen  twisted  every  morning  round 
the  knob  of  the  knocker,  a proof  of  the  intelli- 
gence, taste  and  refinement  of  the  dwellers  in  the 
house.”  (Much  cheering.) 

Richard  Peters,  esq.  having  been  called  on  for  a 
toast,  pronounced  a short  and  most  eloquent  eulo- 
gium  upon  the  character  and  worth  of  Mathew  Ca- 
rey, esq.  who  was  not  present,  and  proposed  a toast 
complimentary  to  that  distinguished  philanthropist 
and  estimable  citizen.  The  remarks  were  warmly 
applauded,  and  the  toast  received  with  enthusiasm. 

A revolutionary  veteran.  We  had  a con- 
versation yesterday,  at  the  Planters’  and  Mechanics’ 
bank,  with  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  revolution,  Mr. 
Thomas  Garrett,  of  Sumpter  district,  aged  one  hun- 
dred and  five  years  and  eight  months,  who  came  to 
this  city  on  horseback,  alone,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ceiving his  pension.  The  old  gentleman  appears  to 
be  in  the  perfect  possession  of  all  his  faculties,  an- 
swers questions  readily,  and  is  quite  humorous  in  his 
conversation.  Pie  served  for  a considerable  period 
under  gen.  Sumter,  the  “game  cock  of  the  south,” 
as  he  termed  him,  and  W’as  profuse  in  his  praise  of 
that  brave  and  chivalrous  commander.  He  was  al- 
so at  the  battle  of  Fort  Moultrie  and  at  the  siege  of 
Savannah;  at  the  storming  of  the  latter  place,  he 
stated  that  while  viewing  a wounded  fellow  soldier, 
who  lay  among  heaps  of  slain,  the  gallant  Pulaski 
rode  up,  and  remarked,  “my  brave  fellow  take  care, 
you  are  in  a dangerous  position,”  to  which  Garrett 
made  answer  “general,  if  you  intend  to  be  in  a 
place  of  safety,  I’ll  keep  near  you.”  Pulaski,  put 
spurs  to  his  horse  and  rushed  into  the  thickest  of 
the  fight;  but  a few  moments  only  intervened,  when 
Garrett  saw  the  noble  foreigner  fall  from  his  horse, 
mortally  wounded.  Mr.  Garrett  informed  us  that 
his  mother  attained  the  extraordinary  age  of  120 
years,  and  his  grandmother  115. 

[ Charleston  Courier. 


ELECTIONS. 

MARYLAND. 

The  following  completes  our  return  of  the  coun- 
ties, in  the  late  election  for  electors  of  state  senate. 

Cecil  county. 

Whig.  Van  Buren. 

Stites,  550  | Evans,  896 

Nowland,  549  | Thomas,  894 

Prince  George’s  county. 

Whig.  Van  Bureri. 

Duvall,  720  I Somerville,  589 

Pratt,  716  | Keech,  567 

We  have  not  seen  the  return  from  Queen  Ann’s. 
The  Van  Buren  majority  is,  however,  stated  at  60 
votes. 

VERMONT. 

We  have  not  received  full  returns  of  the  elec- 
tion in  this  state.  One  hundred  and  thirteen 
towns  had  been  heard  from  which  give  the  follow- 
ing vote  for  governor: 

Silas  N.  Jennings,  (anti-Van  Buren)  12,114 

Wm.  C.  Bradley,  (Van  Buren)  9,631 

There  are  more  than  two  hundred  and  thirty  or- 
ganized towns  in  the  state:  Returns  received  from 

177  gives  for  representatives  in  the  legislature: 
Anti-Van  Buren  102 

Van  Buren  55 

William  Slade,  Horace  Everett  and  Hiland  Hall 
(all  anti-Van  Buren)  have  been  re-elected  represen- 
tatives to  congress.  Gen.  Fletcher,  (Van  Buren) 
has  been  chosen  in  place  of  Mr.  Janes,  the  present 
anti-Van  Buren  representative. 


FOREIGN  NEWS. 

There  have  been  several  arrivals  at  New  York 
and  Boston,  but  the  news  brought  by  them  chiefly 
relates  to  the  affairs  of  Spain,  and  is  given  below. 

The  house  of  commons,  by  a majority  of  29,  have 
resolved  not  to  consent  to  the  alterations  made  in 
the  Irish  church  bill  by  the  house  of  lords.  The  bill 
therefore  is  lost — and  hence  the  Irish  Episcopal 
clergy  will  be  left  for  another  year  without  any 
support. 

SPAIN. 

Capt,  Farran,  of  the  brig  Monte  Video,  which 
arrived  at  New  York  on  Saturday  last,  in  a very 


short  passage  from  Cadiz,  having  sailed  on  the  6th 
of  August,  has  informed  the  editors  of  the  New 
York  Courier  and  Enquirer,  that  on  or  about  the 
28th  of  July,  a rising  of  the  whole  population  of 
Cadiz  took  place,  who  loudly  demanded  the  procla- 
mation of  the  constitution  of  1812,  and  being  join- 
ed by  a newly  raised  regiment  of  1,200  men  strong, 
they  went  in  search  of  the  colonel  in  command  of 
it,  who  had  secreted  himself;  but  being  discovered, 
and  seeing  the  military  had  made  common  cause 
with  the  populace,  he  consented  to  comply  with 
their  demands,  and  with  all  the  public  functionaries 
took  the  oaths  required  of  them.  The  population 
of  Port  St.  Mary’s  and  Xerres  were  preparing  to 
follow  the  example  of  that  of  Cadiz. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  to  overthrow  the  con- 
stitution of  1812  was  the  object  of  the  duke  D’An- 
gouleme’s  march  to  Cadiz,  several  years  ago. 

The  queen’s  government,  we  are  told,  has  be- 
come extremely  unpopular,  and  to  such  a height 
has  the  dissatisfaction  at  her  course  of  policy  arisen, 
that  no  concession  she  can  now  make  will  restore 
her  to  public  confidence.  Isturitz,  the  new  prime 
minister,  is  loudly  denounced  by  the  public  voice. 
Genera]  Cordova  is  styled  a traitor;  and  it  is  said 
his  object  is  to  deliver  the  English  auxiliaries,  un- 
der general  Evans,  into  the  hands  of  Don  Carlos. 
The  movement  above  mentioned  took  place  under 
cries  of  “death  to  the  ministers”  and  “death  to 
Cordova.” 

By  an  arrival  at  Boston,  bringing  Lisbon  papers 
to  the  13th  ult.  We  learn  that  disturbances  con- 
tinue to  arise  throughout  the  kingdom — and  that  the 
constitution  of  1812  had  also  been  proclaimed  at 
Seville,  Badajoz  and  Malaga.  In  Seville,  on  the 
receipt  of  a despatch  sent  to  the  authorities  by  the 
civil  government  of  Cadiz,  they  called  together  the 
superior  officers  of  the  national  guard,  and  made 
them  acquainted  with  what  had  occurred  in  that 
city.  It  was  then  agreed  that  all  the  corps  in  Se- 
ville should  be  drawn  up,  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
spirit  they  were  animated  with.  The  result  was, 
that  commissioners  were  appointed  by  them,  who 
expressed  the  following  wishes  as  those  of  their 
constituents,  viz: 

1st.  That  the  ministers  should  be  dismissed,  as 
well  as  general  Cordova,  and  a commander-in-chief 
appointed,  worthy  the  confidence  of  the  nation. 

2d.  That  a constituent  cortes  be  convened,  upon 
the  principles  laid  down  in  the  constitution  of  1812. 

And  3dly,  That  obedience  no  longer  be  paid  to 
the  existing  government. 

As  far  as  related  to  the  two  first  articles,  the  civil 
government  had  given  way.  And  as  to  the  third, 
the  open  rupture  with  the  existing  government,  it 
was  still  under  consideration. 

We  gather  from  these  papers  that  Madrid  is  in  a 
state  of  revolution.  The  Revista,  a Lisbon  paper, 
of  August  9th  says,  that  intelligence  had  been  re- 
ceived that  a revolution  had  taken  place  which 
caused  considerable  bloodshed,  the  result  of  which 
was  the  dismissal  of  Isturitz  and  the  appointment 
of  Mendizabal  as  prime  minister;  the  queen  promis- 
ing to  give  to  Spain  a constitution  with  two  cham- 
bers. This,  however,  is  denied  by  the  Lisbon 
journal  of  the  13th,  which  says,  “we  regret  to  find 
that  M.  Mendizabal  is  not  in  office,  and  on  the  con- 
trary that  the  present  ministry  are  continuing  their 
career  of  mischief  and  anarchy,  and  have  now  de- 
clared Madrid  in  a state  of  siege.”  One  cause  of 
the  tumult  in  Madrid  is  said  to  have  been  the  post- 
ponement of  the  meeting  of  the  cortes  from  the 
11th  to  the  15th  of  August. 

Madrid,  .Aug.  5.  We  are  assured  that  the  French 
ambassador  at  this  court  has  declared,  that  if,  in 
consequence  of  the  insurrectionary  movements 
which  have  already  commenced,  the  existing  fun- 
damental laws  should  be  supplanted  by  the  consti- 
tution of  1812,  all  diplomatic  relations  will  imme- 
diately be  stopped  with  the  government  thus  es- 
tablished, and  passports  demanded. 

Isturitz,  the  president  of  the  Spanish  ministry,  is 
confined  to  his  bed  with  a violent  inflammatory 
fever. 

These  papers  contain  intelligence  of  the  death  of 
lieut.  gen.  Evans,  the  commander  of  the  English 
division  in  the  north  of  Spain.  He  died  from  a 
sickness  under  which  he  had  been  a long  time  lin- 
gering. Every  thing  was  quiet  in  Portugal. 

TEXAS. 

The  latest  intelligence  from  Texas  is  contained 
in  New  Orleans  papers  of  the  31st  ult.  but  the  items 
are  unimportant.  The  blockade  of  Matamoras  has 
been  abandoned,  and  the  Mexican  troops  were  still 
lying  quietly  there.  The  Texians  were  getting  in 
their  crops  in  the  eastern  department  of  that  coun- 
try, which,  it  is  said,  will  exceed  those  of  any  pre- 
vious year.  The  season  throughout  the  country  had 
been  unusually  favorable,  and  could  the  citizens 
have  cultivated  their  lands  the  crops,  in  all  parts, 
would  have  been  abundant. 


Mr.  H.  M.  Morfit,  who  was  sent  by  the  president 
of  the  United  States  to  ascertain  the  political  situa- 
tion of  Texas,  and  who  had  just  returned  from  the 
Sabine,  took  passage  in  the  Julius  Caesar  from  the 
Balize,  on  her  trip  to  Brazorias.  He  has  had  an  in- 
terview with  the  president  of  Texas. 

Summerville,  the  secretary  of  war,  has  resigned 
in  consequence  of  pecuniary  embarrassments. 

A corps  of  between  two  and  three  hundred  caval- 
ry is  now  being  raised  in  Texas,  to  act  as  indepen- 
dent rangers  in  the  west.  They  are  to  receive  an 
additional  compensation  of  one  dollar  per  day  w hen 
on  active  duty. 

The  town  of  Bostrap,  on  the  Colerado  river,  was 
burnt  by  the  Indians,  and  200  government  troops 
had  been  despatched  to  prevent  further  depredation. 

Several  persons  had  been  arrested  on  suspicion  of 
being  engaged  in  a plot  for  the  liberation  of  Santa 
Anna,  in  consequence  of  which  he  had  been  put  in 
irons;  the  crew  of  the  schooner  Passaic,  F.  C.  Gray, 
formerly  publisher  of  the  Texas  Republican,  and 
his  wife,  and  a Frenchman  by  the  name  of  Barthal- 
lon,  are  among  the  number  arrested;  they  were  to 
have  been  examined  on  the  20th. 

Mr.  Peter  Suzeman,  who  had  arrived  at  New  Or- 
leans from  Matamoras,  says  that  the  Mexican  army 
has,  by  desertion,  been  reduced  to  about  2.200  men; 
that  they  are  in  a miserable  situation.  Urrea  was 
still  in  command.  Andrade  had  left  for  the  south. 
He  confirms  the  report  of  a revolution  having  bro- 
ken out  in  the  interior,  and  says  that  general  Va- 
lencia had  been  proclaimed  dictator  by  the  military. 
He  also  states  that  generals  Sesma  and  Filasola  had 
been  arrested  and  tried  by  a court  martial,  for  cow- 
ardice and  mismanagement  in  the  Texas  campaign, 
and  that  the  latter  had  been  condemned  to  be  shot. 

MEXICO. 

The  editor  of  the  New  Orleans  Bee  has  been  fa- 
vored with  the  sight  of  a letter  from  the  interior  of 
Mexico,  in  which  it  is  said  that  a project  is  on  foot 
to  unite  the  northern  states  of  the  republic  of  Mexi- 
co with  the  republic  of  Texas  under  one  indepen- 
dent government.  The  letter  is  dated  Zacatecas, 
July  28th,  1836,  and  states  that  the  disaffection 
through  the  northern  provinces  of  Mexico  is  great 
and  still  increasing,  and  speaks  of  the  advantages  of 
an  independent  state  like  that  of  Texas.  The  states 
said  to  “appear”  to  be  in  favor  of  an  alliance  with 
Texas,  are  Tamaulipas,  San  Luis,  Zacatecas,  a part 
of  Jalisco,  Nuevo  Lion,  Coahuila,  Durango,  Sinaloa, 
Chihuahua,  Sonora,  the  territory  of  California  and 
New  Mexico. 


REMOVAL  OF  THE  CREEKS— OFFICIAL. 

Erwin’s  settlements,  ding.  14,  1836. 

Gentlemen:  I take  pleasure  in  informing  you 
of  our  arrival  so  far,  with  comparatively  'few  losses 
by  death  among  the  Indians,  although  wc  laid  eight 
days  at  Racrot,  waiting  until  the  wagons  could  be 
collected,  where  they  obtained  a great  deal  of  green 
fruit  and  corn,  which  I could  not  prevent  their  pur- 
chasing, and  which  occasioned  much  dysentery  and 
cholera  amongst  them.  I have  had  only  between 
forty  and  fifty  deaths  since  we  left  Fort  Mitchell, 
and  those  among  the  very  young  and  very  old. 
The  proportion  is  thirty-five  children;  the  balance 
old  people  and  a few  men.  Much  sickness  still 
prevails  from  their  eating  every  thing  green  they 
can  find  on  the  road,  but,  fortunately,  it  Is  not  of  a 
very  fatal  character,  and  yields  to  remedial  means. 

I can  but  ascribe  the  success  of  our  remedies  to 
the  dietetic  means  furnished  by  the  agents  of  the 
contractors;  the  sick  being  supplied  with  rice 
through  the  entire  course  ot  the  disease,  if  neces- 
sary, and  by  my  preventing  that  any  thing  injuri- 
ous should  be  given  them,  in  which  I encountered 
much  opposition  ard  difficulty,  I had  the  satisfac- 
tion of  seeing  many  bad  cases  recover. 

The  transportation  for  the  sick  has  been  satisfac- 
tory to  me;  and  the  ^ze  of  the  party,  as  well  as  the 
time  of  the  year  being  taken  in  consideration,  we 
have  been  much  favoryi  in  having  so  few  deaths. 

Doubtless  lieutenant  Barry  has  informed  you  that 
an  assistant  has  been  furnished  me  at  Montgomery, 
which  was  then  very  necessary,  two  boats  being  re- 
quired to  carry  the  party  to  New  Orleans.  He  has 
been  continued  in  the  service  from  the  many  sick 
and  the  great  labor  attending  our  attendance  upon 
them,  the  camp  being  extensive,  and  the  necessity 
we  are  under  of  visiting  e\)cry  tent  to  find  the  sick. 

Early  this  morning  we  broke  up  our  camp,  with 
the  hope  of  experiencing  ni  more  delays.  If  so, 
the  party  will  enjoy  good  hea\th  from  the  constant 
excitement  of  motion,  and  from  their  inability  of 
obtaining  articles  of  food  that  may  be  hurtful  to 
them. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  E.  H.  A^ADIE,  M.  D. 

To  gen.  Gibson,  com’y  gen.  of  s\bsistence. 
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THE  INDIAN  WAR. 

From  the  Columbia  ( Geo.)  Sentinel,  of  the  1st  inst. 
order  ) Head  quarters,  army  of  the  south, 
no.  50.  5 Fort  Mitchell,  July  25,  1836. 

Par.  1.  A band  of  friendly  Indian  warriors  will 
be  immediately  raised  and  organized  for  special  ser- 
vice under  instructions  from  the  commanding  gene- 
ral. They  will  be  mustered  into  service,  mounted, 
equipped,  supplied  and  paid  as  “mounted  volun- 
teers” for  twelve  months,  unless  sooner  discharged. 
Captain  J.  F.  Lane  is  appointed  to  raise,  organize 
and  command  them.  He  will  be  mustered  in  lor 
the  same  period  as  colonel,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

Par.  2.  Six  companies  of  mounted  men  are  re- 
quired to  act  in  concert  with  the  Indian  force.  As 
the  proposed  service  is  both  honorable  and  arduous, 
the  commanding  general  prefers  that  the  force  re- 
quired to  be  formed  of  volunteeers  from  the  troops 
already  in  service,  rather  than  ot  new  levies. 

He  relies  with  confidence  upon  the  known  and 
prompt  gallantry  of  the  Tennessee  troops,  for  the 
greater  portion  proposed  to  be  raised.  Brigadier 
general  Armstrong  is  requested  to  ascertain  the 
number  in  his  command  willing  to  enter  upon  the 
service  indicated,  and  to  give  the  necessary  diiec- 
tions  for  detaching  them  (should  they  volunteer)  in 
such  manner  as  not  to  affect  the  organization  of  his 

b'  The6 thanks  of  the  country  will  be  merited,  and 
received  by  those  who  advance  fearlessly  to  the 
post  of  danger  and  honor. 

Par.  3.  When  the  detachment  shall  be  formed, 
brig.  gen.  Armstrong  will  direct  it  to  report  to  cap- 
tain J.  F.  Lane,  who  in  consequence  of  the  capaci- 
ty, military  skill  and  energy,  which  he  has  display- 
ed during  the  present  campaign,  has  been  selected 
to  command  and  conduct  the  enterprise.  He  has 
received  detailed  instructions  from  the  commanding 
general  and  will  carry  them  into  full  effect.  He  is 
authorised  to  make  all  necessary  arrangements,  and 
the  officers  of  the  several  staff  departments  will  fur- 
nish on  his  requisitions  whatsoever  maybe  necessa- 
ry to  prepare  the  corps  for  the  most  efficent  service. 

Bv  order  of  major  general  Jesup. 
y HENRY  STANTON, 

Lieut,  col.  and  adj.  gen.  army  of  the  south. 

Extract  of  a letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Alexan- 
dria Gazette,  dated 

Gary’s  Ferry,  ( E . F.)  Sept.  2,  1836. 
Dear  sir:  In  order  to  do  justice  to  those  officers 
and  men  of  the  regular  army  who  have  shed  their 
blood,  broken  their  constitutions,  and  many  who 
have  laid  their  cold  bodies  under  this  barren  sand,  I 
take  up  my  feeble  pen.  I intend  asking,  through 
your  paper,  a few  questions  of  those  having  autho- 
rity, and  to  show  to  the  public  what  arduous  and 
unnecessary  duties  have  been  imposed  on  a devoted 
portion  of  the  sick  officers  and  men  ol'  this  part  of 
the  army.  I,  myself,  thank  God,  although  I have 
been  seven  months  in  Florida,  constant!',  I may 
say,  on  the  most  arduous  duties  of  the  inbrior,  (for 
I have  been  but  three  weeks  on  the  serOord  dur- 
ing the  whole  time),  and  for  the  last  ive  weeks 
have  been  almost  daily  in  the  saddle,  aid  have  rid- 
den 350  miles  through  the  country,  hrve  kept  my 
health,  and  therefore,  of  course,  do  nobntend  these 
remarks  to  apply  to  myself.  But  it  .s  to  defend 
those  of  my  brother  soldiers  who  hae  been  com- 
pelled by  the  absence  of  company  officers,  who 
nave  been  for  years  from  their  coraanies,  and  on 
duties  wholly  civil,  to  perform  arduos  duties  while 
laboring  under  the  burning  feversof  this  deadly 
climate. 

A short  time  since,  at  Micanopy  there  were  ten 
companies.  These  ten  companiefare  entitled  to  a 
captain,  two  1st  lieutenants,  twr  2d  lieutenants, 
and  one  brevet  2d  lieutenant,  each  making,  in  all, 
sixty  officers.  The  complemen  of  men  to  each 
company,  is  fifty- five,  making,  1 all.  f|Ve  hundred 
and  fifty  men,  if  they  were  fu-  Now,  Mr.  Edi- 
tor, what  was  the  actual  state  i the  case?  It  was 
this:  there  were  but  seven  out'f  sixty  officers,  pre- 
sent, and  but  one  of  them  abl  to  do  duty,  the  rest 
were  down  with  fever.  Of  rank  and  file  of  the 
companies,  seven  men  to  a empany  w'as  a large 
average,  and  some  of  the  co  panies  could  not  mus- 
ter three!— the  rest  were  eiter  down  with  fever  or 
with  wounds.  Some  have'een  discharged  and  no 
recruits  sent  to  fill  their  pices. 

Now,  Mr.  Editor,  wher  are  these  officers?— The 
echo  from  the  Florida  pin*  answers  where?  Where 
is  the  effect  of  that  swiping  general  order,  No. 
43,  of  the  28th  of  Junesending  officers,  “without 
favor  or  affection,”  tetheir  companies  and  regi- 
ments? The  same  revfberation  answers,  where ? 

But,  sir,  examine  tt  file  of  special  orders  in  the 
department,  and  the  nystery  is  solved,  The  re- 
turn of  the  same  breih  which  poured  forth  that  or- 
der to  the  winds,  ha  silently  and  quietly  counter- 


manded the  whole,  almost,  by  a series  of  the  small 
“specials.”  Now,  sir,  with  regard  to  these  poor 
fellows,  “the  spring  of  hope  is  broken” — “the  last 
glimmering  has  passed  from  the  vista  of  the  imagi- 
nation” which  has  so  long  cheered  them  in  their 
difficulties,  with  the  hope  of  relief.  Is  it  a wonder 
that  they  resign?  When  the  government,  to  save  a 
few  dollars,  which  would  be  expended  by  employ- 
ing citizens  on  the  civil  duties  now  performed  by 
officers,  absent  from  their  companies,  thus  devote 
to  certain  min,  of  the  constitution  at  least,  a large 
portion  of  the  elite  of  the  army.  Many  have  alrea- 
dy fallen  victims  to  the  fever  and  now  lay  cold  in 
their  graves.  And  as  to  the  poor  common  soldier, 
his  fate  is  worse;  he  has  fewer  comforts  than  the 
officers,  and  frequently,  while  the  ague  is  on  him, 
the  scarcity  of  men  has  rendered  it  necessary  for 
him  to  shoulder  his  musket  and  take  up  the  line  of 
march.  I witnessed  many  cases  of  this  kind,  com- 
ing down  with  the  train  from  Micanopy,  every  trip 
of  which  diminished  our  force  about  thirty  men  by 
fever.  Thank  God,  the  troops  have  fallen  back, 
where  they  can  be  supplied  with  provisions  with 
less  destruction  of  the  regular  force.  I estimated, 
in  my  last  letter  to  you,  the  regular  force,  for  field 
service,  too  largely;  for  there  are  not  more  than  two 
hundred  men,  north  of  Tampa  Bay,  fit  for  garrison 
duty;  and  two-thirds  of  them  is  a large  estimate  of 
those  fit  for  active  field  service.  With  the  earnest 
hope  that  these  facts  may  be  attended  to,  I remain, 
your  very  obd’t  servant,  H. 

P.  S.  With  eleven  companies  that  are  at  this 
post  now,  there  are  but  four  officers  for  duty — the 
rest  are  down  with  fever.  This  is  the  case  to-day, 
at  the  healthiest  post  of  the  interior.  What  it  will 
yet  be,  the  last  of  this  month  must  show.  We 
leave  here  to-morrow  with  160  men,  part  militia, 
to  go  in  pursuit  of  a large  party  of  Indians,  said  to 
be  in  the  vicinity  of  Newnansville. 

Letters  from  Florida,  published  in  the  Richmond 
Enquirer,  represent  the  situation  of  the  whole  ter- 
ritory as  terrible  in  the  extreme — they  state  that 
large  parties  of  Creeks  have  joined  the  Seminoles — 
that  Oseola  is  perfectly  acquainted  with  all  the 
movements  of  the  whites — that  he  receives  and 
reads  regularly  the  Florida  newspapers — that  the 
courage  of  the  Indians  is  daily  increasing,  and  that 
help  must  be  sent  or  the  whole  country  will  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  red  men  again.  There  has 
been  some  difficulty  about  the  Tennessee  volun- 
teers, who,  if  they  would  now  march  into  the  terri- 
tory would  be  of  most  essential  service. 

Postscript.  Yesterday’s  southern  mail  removes 
all  doubt  upon  the  subject.  The  Tennessee  volun- 
teers are  about  to  carry  relief  to  our  suffering  bre- 
thren in  Florida.  We  have  before  us,  the  “Mont- 
gomery (Geo.)  Advertiser”  of  the  3d  inst.  It  lets 
us  into  all  the  movements  of  the  Tennessee  troops, 
and  gives  us  copies  of  general  Armstrong’s  first  let- 
ter to  general  Call — the  correspondence  between 
Jesup  and  Armstrong — and  the  last  general  order 
of  the  30th  August,  calling  upon  the  volunteers  to 
march!  It  appears  at  first,  that  Armstrong’s  corps 
of  1,500  men,  was  directed  by  an  order  from  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  to  be  divided  into  two  detachments; 
1,000  to  march  to  Florida,  forthwith,  while  the 
other  500  were  to  be  stationed  in  the  Creek  coun- 
try, under  Armstrong  himself.  Armstrong  object- 
ed to  this  separation  of  his  command — and,  besides, 
preferred  to  postpone  the  Florida  campaign  till  Oc- 
ober  or  November.  In  the  meantime,  he  despatched 
a special  messenger  to  the  president,  expressing  his 
own  views,  and  consulting  his.  A few  days  after, 
and  before  the  messenger’s  return,  some  difficulty 
arose  on  another  point.  Jesup  was  raising  a band 
of  friendly  Indian  warriors,  to  be  equipped  as 
mounted  volunteers,  and  to  be  commanded  by  cap- 
tain Lane,  as  colonel— and  Jesup  applied  to  Arm- 
strong for  six  companies  out  of  twenty  of  his  mount- 
ed men,  to  accompany  and  be  commanded  by  Lane. 
Armstrong  appealed  to  his  men.  Not  a man  in  his 
whole  brigade  volunteered.  They  would  not  be 
separated  either  from  each  other,  or  from  Arm- 
strong. On  the  30th  August,  the  general  order  ap- 
pears, from  head  quarters,  Camp  Jordan,  Alabama. 
This  is  decisive  of  their  movement.  It  tells  them, 
that 

“The  time  has  at  length  arrived  when  it  is  neces- 
sary and  proper  that  the  Tennessee  brigade  should 
march  to  Florida.  A savage  foe,  emboldened  by 
his  former  success,  has  approached  within  twenty 
miles  of  Tallahassee,  the  seat  of  government  of  that 
territory,  burning  and  murdering  as  he  went.  To 
stay  his  further  progress,  and  to  punish  him  for  the 
depredations  he  has  committed,  is  a duty  to  which 
the  Tennessee  brigade  will  advance  with  alacrity. 
Public  expectation  demands  the  performance  of  this 
duty,  and  the  character  of  T ennessee  requires  that 
we  should  not  shrink  from  it. 

“The  detachment  commanded  by  colonel  Trous- 
dale, now  at  Fort  Mitchell,  will  take  up  the  line  of 


march,  at  as  early  a day  as  practicable.  The  spe- 
cific time  is  left  to  the  judgment  of  colonel  Trous- 
dale himself.  He  will  proceed  by  Fort  Gaines, 
along  what  is  termed  the  upper  road,  across  Flint 
river,  to  Tallahassee.” 

It  then  details  the  routes  of  the  other  corps  of  the 
army,  and  concludes  as  follows: 

“The  commanding  general  is  much  gratified  at 
the  unanimity  which  prevails  in  the  brigade  on  the 
subject  of  the  Florida  service.  This  service  13 
alike  arduous  and  honorable,  and  requires  both  stout 
and  willing  hearts.  The  foe  we  have  to  contend 
with  is  resolute  and  daring — skilful  beyond  the 
usual  Indian  character,  and,  if  possible,  more  sa- 
vage. To  subdue  such  a foe,  who  has  heretofore 
bid  defiance  to,  and  foiled  large  forces  of  brave  men, 
commanded  by  skilful  officers,  will  be  no  ordinary 
glory.  Prove  but  true  to  yourselves,  to  the  charac- 
ter of  your  sires,  and  of  the  state  to  which  you  be- 
long, and  that  glory  will  be  yours.” 

A communication  from  “An  officer  in  the  Tennes- 
see brigade,”  appears  in  the  Montgomery  Adver- 
tiser of  the  3d,  detailing  the  above  particulars,  and 
adding  as  follows: 

“In  obedience  to  this  order  major  Meador’s  de- 
tachment took  up  the  line  of  march  for  Tallahassee 
on  Thursday  last,  and  col.  Bradford’s  will  follow  on 
to-morrow.  Col.  Trousdale’s  is  probably  under 
way  by  this  time,  and  the  whole  brigade  will,  it  is 
expected,  reach  Tallahassee  by  the  17th  inst. 

“It  is  due  to  gen.  Armstrong  to  state,  that  this 
movement  is  more  speedy  than  was  anticipated  a 
week  or  two  since,  or  than  was  expected  by  the 
president.  But  intelligence  had  been  received  of 
constant  and  almost  unchecked  aggressions  on  the 
part  of  the  Seminole  Indians,  ana,  well  knowing 
the  character  of  his  brigade,  and  their  readiness  to 
render  aid  where  it  was  needed,  gen.  Armstrong 
applied  some  days  since  to  gen.  Jesup  for  permis- 
sion to  march  to  Florida.  This  permission  was 
granted,  and  the  Tennessee  brigade,  it  is  hoped, 
will  be  on  the  banks  of  the  Wythlacoochee  by  the 
time  it  was  first  expected  they  would  leave  the  vi- 
cinity of  the  Creek  country.” 

Glory  go  with  them!  They  cany,  if  not  peace, 
at  least  safety  to  Florida. 

An  express  arrived  at  St.  Augustine  on  the  night 
•of  the  30th  uLt. from  fort  Gilleland  (Newnansville) 
and  reported  that  the  Indians  had  invested  that  post, 
and  it  was  badly  supplied  with  provisions.  Colonel 
Crane  with  commendable  promptness  ordered  to 
that  point,  all  the  mounted  troops  that  could  be 
spared,  both  regulars  and  militia  and  a supply  of 
provisions  to  last  them  until  the  1st  of  Nov. 

Major  Pierce  also  left  St.  Augustine  on  the  31st 
with  100  mounted  regulars  for  Newnansville,  and 
capt.  Curry’s  company  of  mounted  volunteers  had 
been  ordered  to  the  same  spot.  The  force  of  the 
Indians  is  stated  at  from  3 to  400.  Newnansville 
is  the  last  remaining  post  now  occupied  by  our 
troops  in  the  territory  of  Florida  between  Black 
creek  and  the  Suwanee  river.  It  is  distant  about 
80  miles  from  St.  Augustine. 

There  are  now  about  300  men  sick  at  St.  Au- 
gustine, which  were  brought  from  the  interior. 
Lieut.  Dancy,  who  recently  arrived  at  Charleston, 
from  that  place,  states  that  of  a company  of  85  U. 
S.  dragoons,  who  anived  in  Florida  in  March  last, 
there  were  but  six  reported  capable  of  duty;  and  of 
his  own  company,  consisting  of  between  60  and  70, 
there  were  only  four  who,  when  he  left,  were  not 
on  the  sick  list. 

The  same  officer  states  that  the  troops  have  re- 
turned from  Micanopy  to  Gary’s  Ferry. 

Major  Pierce  had  abandoned  his  intention  of  re- 
newing the  attack  on  the  Indians  at  gen.  Clinch’s 
plantation,  from  the  exhausted  state  of  the  troops, 
&c.  and  the  superior  force  of  the  enemy. 

Captain  Ashby  had  entirely  recovered  from  his 
wounds. 

The  Tennessee  troops  had  marched  for  Florida, 
but  the  campaign  would  not  be  opened  as  early  as 
was  expected. 

The  Tallahassee  Floridian  of  August  27  states 
that,  from  the  information  received  at  that  place,  it 
appears  that  the  Creeks  are  dividing  themselves 
into  small  parties  of  from  ten  to  fifty  in  number,  in 
order  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  the  Georgia  troops, 
and  make  good  their  escape  to  Florida,  where  they 
hope  to  battle  to  better  advantage.  Hundreds,  the 
Floridian  adds,  have  already  made  their  way  to 
the  Seminoles,  where,  prompted  by  the  almost  uni- 
versal success  of  that  nation,  and  in  conjunction 
with  them,  they  will  make  a bold  and  daring  stand. 
At  present  the  Indians  are  divided  into  gangs  of  fif- 
ty or  sixty,  and  are  continually  passing  into  the 
Seminole  country;  and  when  interrupted  by  the 
whites,  they  hastily  collect  together,  fly  to  a ham- 
mock and  dare  them  to  come  on. 

From  the  Creek  country  we  learn  that  a skirmish 
occasionally  takes  place  between  flying  parties  of 
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the  Indians  and  the  militia,  and  fear  that  the  latter 
have  causelessly  shed  much  blood. 

Error  corrected.  It  appears  that  it  was  captain 
Dummet,  not  Dimmock,  who  behaved  so  gallantly 
in  a skirmish  with  the  Indians,  near  St.  Augustine, 
a few  months  ago.  Capt.  Dummet  was  the  only 
commissioned  officer  present,  and  modesty  re- 
strained him  from  speaking  of  himself.  His  con- 
duct was,  however,  divulged  by  the  sergeant  of  the 
company.  Lieut.  Dymock  is  a quarter  master  in 
Georgia,  and  has  not  been  engaged  in  the  Florida 
war. 

REQUISITION  OF  GENERAL  GAINES  ON 
ARKANSAS. 

From,  the  Little  Rock  (Arkansas)  Gazette. 

We  have  been  politely  furnished,  by  gov.  Fulton, 
with  the  following  new  orders,  received  by  him,  by 
the  mails  on  Friday  last: 

War  department,  July  20,  1836. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  information  received 
from  the  acting  superintendant  of  the  western  ter- 
ritory, I have  been  instructed,  by  the  president,  to 
request  that  you  will  call  into  service,  upon  the  re- 
quisition of  brev.  brig.  gen.  Arbuckle,  such  portion 
as  he  may  deem  necessary  of  the  volunteers  autho- 
rised to  be  raised  by  the  letter  from  this  department 
to  you  of  May  25th. 

This  authority  to  gen.  Arbuckle  is  not  intended 
to  revoke  the  power  given  to  gen.  Gaines,  on  the 
11th  inst.  of  which  your  excellency  was  advised  on 
the  13th  inst.  But  you  will  please  to  place  them 
under  the  order  of  gen.  Gaines  or  gen.  Arbuckle, 
as  either  of  these  officers  may  be  compelled  by  the 
state  of  affairs  to  make  the  first  application  for 
them.  Gen.  Arbuckle  has  been  instructed  to  com- 
municate with  gen.  Gaines  in  relation  to  this  mat- 
ter. Very  respectfully; 

C.  A.  HARRIS,  acting  sec’y  of  war. 

His  ex.  W.  S.  Fulton,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas. 

Head  quarters,  detachment  3d  infantry. 
Fort  Towson,  6th  Aug.  1836. 

Sir:  I have  received  information  from  maj.  gen. 
Gaines,  that  he  had  made  requisition  on  the  gover- 
nor of  Arkansas  for  a regiment  of  mounted  gunmen, 
to  be  ordered  to  this  post;  and  I have  seen,  by  your 
proclamation,  that  the  regiment  required  is  now 
being  raised,  and  may  probably  soon  be  expected 
here. 

We  shall  be  prepared  to  furnish  the  troops,  on 
their  arrival,  with  an  ample  supply  of  subsistence, 
stores  and  forage  for  their  horses.  A boat  load  of 
flour  and  pork  is  now  on  the  way  up,  and  may  be 
expected  in  the  course  of  a month.  The  quar- 
ters at  this  post  are  hardly  sufficient  for  the  infantry 
now'  stationed  here,  and  we  have  but  very  few  tents 
on  hand,  and  those  nearly  worn  out.  There  is  fine 
timber  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Towson,  which 
would  enable  the  volunteers  to  hut  themselves,  in  a 
very  comfortable  manner,  in  the  course  of  15  or  20 
days.  Tools  we  can  supply.  Gen.  Arbuckle  has 
informed  me,  that  he  shall  order  a quantity  of  arms 
and  ammunition  from  Fort  Coffee  to  this  post,  pro- 
vided the  volunteers  are  not  otherwise  furnished. 

Your  excellency  may  rest  assured,  that  every 
thing  will  be  done,  in  my  power,  to  render  the  situ- 
ation of  the  volunteers  both  comfortable  and  plea- 
sant, while  stationed  in  this  vicinity. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  VOSE,  It.  col.  3d  inf.  commanding. 

His  ex.  Wm.  S.  Fulton,  governor  of  Arkansas. 

FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  pyramids  of  Egypt.  It  is  mentioned  in  an 
extract  of  a letter  from  a French  officer  of  the 
squadron  at  Alexandria  that  the  pyramids  of  those 
gigantic  monuments  of  a former  age  have  been  on 
the  point  of  being  demolished. 

It  was  proposed  to  Mehemet  Ali,  that  they  should 
be  taken  down,  and  their  materials  used  in  forming 
the  embankments  of  the  Nile.  But  through  the  in- 
terference of  the  French  consul,  M.  Mimaut,  the 
gothic  project  has  been  abandoned. 

State  of  Newgate.  The  select  committee  on  pri- 
sons have  reported  as  their  opinion  “that  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  provide  means  for  the  separate  confine- 
ment of  prisoners  committed  for  trial  before  the 
central  criminal  court.  That,  for  this  purpose,  it  is 
advisable  either  to  reconstruct  Newgate,  or  build  a 
new  prison  adjoining  the  place  of  trial.”  Govern- 
ment have  adopted  the  plan  of  reconstruction,  at  an 
expense  of  £60,000,  only  one-half  to  be  borne  by 
the  city. 

Smithfield  market,  London.  Curious  statistics. — 
The  number  of  cattle  sold  in  this  celebrated  mart 
in  1830,  was  150,907;  of  sheep  1,287,070.  A cen- 
tury ago,  the  numbers  were,  cattle  76,210,  sheep 
514,700.  Subjoined  is  a statement  of  the  amount, 
&c.  for  1830,  as  per  returns: 


Cattle,  150,907 

Sheep  and  lambs,  1,287,070 
Pigs,  254,672 

Calves,  22,500 

Number  of  lbs.  consumed 


Average 

No.  of  lbs. 

weight. 

consumed. 

656 

90,994,992 

90 

115,836,400 

96 

24,448,512 

144 

3,240,000 

1 

242,519,904 

The  above  estimated  at  6 d.  per  lb.  would 

amount  to  £6,210,595  2 0 

At  8 d.  per  lb.  to  8,268,293  9 4 

This  calculation  is  exclusive  of  bacons,  hams  and 
salted  provisions,  which  from  Ireland  alone  was 
500,000  cwt.  in  1830.  The  average  consumption 
of  each  individual  in  London,  170  pounds  per  an- 
num, or  nearly  half  a pound  per  day,  about  double 
that  of  Paris  or  Brussels.  It  should  also  be  remem- 
bered that  there  are  other  markets  in  the  metropo- 
lis, and  private  sales,  which  have  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  Smithfield. 

The  Chinese.  Notwithstanding  the  singular  quali- 
ties w'hich  distinguish  the  physical  geography  of 
China,  the  chief  object  of  interest  is  the  remarkable 
people  by  whom  that  country  is  possessed.  They 
have,  indeed,  labored  to  overcome,  and,  as  it  were, 
to  obliterate  nature;  to  bring  its  boldest  scenes 
under  the  control  of  industry  and  art.  Not  only 
has  the  indigenous  vegetation  been  every  where 
suspended  by  culture,  but  the  highest  mountains 
have  been  levelled  and  terraced  almost  to  their 
tops;  cities  have  been  built  upon  them,  and  exten- 
sive ranges  of  wall  erected  along  their  summits. 
They  practise  upon  a vast  scale  all  the  industrial 
arts,  whether  rural  or  manufacturing,  and  maintain 
a population  the  most  numerous  that  is  any  where 
united  under  one  system  of  rule.  Five  hundred 
years  ago,  they  were  undoubtedly  the  most  civilized 
nation  on  earth,  with  the  doubtful  exception  of  the 
Hindoos;  and  if  the  latter  display  intellectual  pow- 
ers of  a higher  order,  the  attainments  of  the  Chi- 
nese appear  to  be  more  substantial  and  practical. 
Since  that  time,  indeed,  the  Europeans,  by  their 
rapid  advances  in  science  and  in  the  arts,  both  use- 
ful and  ornamental,  have  far  surpassed  all  the  in- 
habitants of  the  east.  Still  the  Chinese  seem  fully 
entitled  to  stand  next  in  order,  while  they  have  the 
additional  right  to  boast  of  a much  more  ancient 
improvement.  Their  civilization,  too,  has  been  de- 
veloped under  peculiar  forms,  altogether  differing 
from  those  which  are  presented  by  the  nations  of 
the  west.  The  dissimilarity  is  perhaps  as  wide  as 
can  possibly  exist  between  two  races  of  beings  hav- 
ing the  same  common  nature  and  wants.  A peo- 
ple, among  whom  inventions  w'hich  are  esteemed 
the  pride  of  modern  Europe — the  compass,  gun- 
powder, printing — were  knovm  and  practised  many 
centuries  earlier — who  probably  amount  to  more 
than  than  two  hundred  millions,  united  in  one  sys- 
tem of  manners,  letters  and  polity — who  in  every 
province  have  towns  that  rival  the  greatest  capitals 
in  our  part  of  the  w'orld — W'ho  have  not  only  cover- 
ed every  spot  of  earth  with  inhabitants,  but  have 
streets  and  cities  on  the  waters — such  a nation  must 
indeed  occupy  a conspicuous  place  in  the  history  of 
mankind;  and  the  study  of  their  institutions  cannot 
fail  to  throw  an  important  light  on  the  progress  and 
arrangement  of  the  social  system. 

[Edinburg  Cabinet  Libraay. 

The  population  of  Austria  is  at  present  35,400,000, 
and  the  extent  of  Austrian  territoiy  is  12,153  square 
miles,  which  space  is  divided  into  45  provinces. — 
Of  these  Hungary  is  the  largest,  and  has  a popula- 
tion of  11,223,587;  the  next  largest  province  is  that 
ofGalacia,  which  has  a population  of  4,217,791  only, 
and  then  follows  the  various  provinces  of  Bohemia, 
Lombardy,  Moravia,  Silesia  of  the  Yenitian  states, 
Trannsylvania,  Syria,  Upper  Austria,  Tyrol,  Ca- 
ranthia,  Littoral,  Delematea,  and  a very  inferior 
amount  of  population.  The  proportionate  popula- 
tion of  Austria  as  compared  to  Russia  is  as  173  to 
101  and  to  that  of  France  as  208.  Vienna,  as  to 
population,  is  the  6th  city  in  Europe. 

Le  Droit,  a Parisian  journal,  in  making  some  re- 
marks in  regard  to  the  difference  between  the  func- 
tions of  English  and  French  juries,  relates  a curi- 
ous anecdote  connected  with  an  inquest  over  the 
body  of  an  aged  female  who  had  come  to  a violent 
end.  It  appears  that  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty 
eleven  of  the  jurors  had  approached  and  examined 
the  body,  and,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  wound 
which  was  in  the  front  of  the  throat,  with  the  ab- 
sence of  any  other  appearance  of  violence,  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  deceased  had  died 
by  her  own  hands,  particularly  as  a razor  wet  witli 
blood  was  lying  on  the  caipet,  and  seemed  to  have 
fallen  from  her  right  hand.  In  this  opinion  they 
were  sustained  by  two  surgeons  who  were  in  at- 
tendance. 


The  twelfth  juryman,  an  honest  farmer,  who  had 
shown  great  repugnance  at  approaching  the  body, 
was  at  length  compelled  to  make  the  examination 
required  by  law.  No  sooner  had  he  come  near  to 
the  body  than  he  exclaimed,  to  the  surprise  of  all 
the  by-standers,  “murder,  murder!  this  woman  has 
been  assassinated.  She  is  a brunette,  but  do  you 
not  see  these  pieces  of  red  hair  in  her  nails?  She 
has  been  assassinated,  and  has  struggled  with  a per- 
son having  red  hair.”  In  a moment  all  eyes  were 
turned  upon  the  son-in-law  of  the  deceased,  whose 
hair  w as  red;  his  confusion  was  evident,  and  he  was 
committed  for  trial  at  the  next  assizes.  Le  Droit 
remarks,  in  conclusion,  what  judge,  what  salaried 
commissary  would  have  shown  more  observation, 
more  sagacity,  than  this  gratuitous  judge?  The 
above  is  an  abstract  made  by  us  of  an  article  select- 
ed from  the  journal  above  named,  by  the  New  York 
“Courier  des  Etats  Unis.”  ’ [Balt.  Amer. 

Singular  custom.  A letter  from  Moscow,  pub- 
lished in  a Paris  paper,  says:  “On  the  17th  May 
was  celebrated  the  holiday  called  ‘the  inspection  of 
the  betrothed.’  The  young  men  who  wish  to  mar- 
ry are  drawn  up  in  a row  on  the  sides  of  the  public 
w'alk,  and  during  the  space  of  five  or  six  hours, 
they  behold  the  processional  walk  along  their  ranks, 
as  at  a review — the  young  women, 'decorated  in 
their  best  attire,  brilliant  with  their  natural  graces, 
and  ornamented  with  diamonds  mixed  with  flowers. 
On  the  following  day  proposals  are  made  to  the  pa- 
rents of  those  young  women  who  have  attracted 
the  notice  of  the  bystanders.” 

New  scheme  of  emigration.  The  English  specu- 
lators and  philanthropists  together  have  formed  a 
plan,  which,  if  carried  into  effect,  will  diminish  in 
part  the  apprehension  felt  in  this  country  of  an  ex- 
cessive emigration  from  Great  Britain.  The  pro- 
ject is  to  encourage  emigration  to  the  eastern  coast 
of  Central  America.  Tw'elve  millions  of  acres  have 
been  secured  to  the  new  colonists  by  the  govern- 
ment of  Guatemala.  Here,  it  is  said,  all  the  fruits 
of  temperate  and  tropical  climates  may  be  cultivat- 
ed together  in  a region  so  elevated  as ’not  to  be  ex- 
posed to  extreme  heat.  The  first  settlement  is  to 
be  made  on  a tract  of  fourteen  thousand  acres,  on 
the  south  bank  of  the  Cajabon,  running  through 
tie  lake  Duce  into  the  bay  of  Honduras.  'The  land 
is  to  be  sold  at  10s.  the  40  acre  lot— uncleared  land 
at  half  price. 

Mail  coaches  in  England.  In  England  there  are 
56  four  horse  and  45  two  horse  mails.  In  the  four 
horse  mails  the  rate  of  travelling  varies  from  8 to 
10  miles  per  hour.  There  is  one  exception,  the 
Davenport  and  Falmouth  mail,  which  goes  only  7 
miles  2 furlongs.  The  average  is  probablv  about  9 
miles  3 furlongs.  They  all  carry  four, inside  pas- 
sengers, and  either  3 or  4 outside,  except  one  which 
carries  6 outside  and  two  which  carry  8.  In  the 
two  horse  mails  the  rate  varies  from  6 miles  to  9 
miles tw'o  furlongs,  and  will  probably  average  about 
7 miles.  6 furlongs.  The  passengers  are  almost  in- 
variably 4 inside  and  4 outside.  The  average  speed 

travelled  by  both  classes  is  S miles  7 furlongs. 

The  avenge  mileage  for  4 horse  mails  is  1 7-  8(?.  per 
mile,  for  1 horse  mails  1 3-4 d.  The  rate  of  the 
London  aid  Holyhead  mail  is  10  miles  I furlong 
per  hour;  t,e  London  and  Edinburg,  9 miles  6 fur- 
longs. Tht  difference  of  3 furlongs  per  hour  is 
equal  to  l-2tth  part  of  the  time. 

Portuguese  elections.  In  Portugal  every  person 
who  receivesiOO  milreas,  that  is  about  eighty  dol- 
lars per  annun,  whether  he  obtains  it  as  income 
from  his  propety,  or  as  the  gains  of  his  industry,  is 
an  elector.  Tese  electors  meet  in  their  parishes, 
and  elect  delegtes  in  the  ratio  of  one  to  a thousand 
houses.  The  dlegates  so  chosen  must  have  an  in- 
come from  proprty  or  industry  of  200  milreas;  or 
about  160  dollar  per  annum.  They  assemble  in 
the  capital  ot  thlr  province  and  elect  to  the  na- 
tional legislature  je  number  of  members  allotted  to 
that  province,  wdi-h  is  in  the  proportion  of  one 
member  to  25,000  ffiabitants.  Lisbon  sends  forty- 
six  members,  or  de,,ties.  The  deputy  must  have 
an  income  of  400  fijreas,  or  about  320  dollars.— 
An  English  writer, n remarking  on  this  subject, 
says  that  the  body  o electors  in  Portugal  is  more 
democratic  than  that  f the  electors  of  members  of 
parliament  in  Englanc 

The  season  in  Europ  it  appears  from  notices 
in  the  English  and  FreVh  papers,  that  the  season 
has  been  much  more  film-able  for  the  purposes  of 
agriculture,  than  in  thi\  country.  We  copy  the 
following  paragraph  from,  Paris  paper,  in  which  it 
is  copied  from  a paper  of  yons: 

It  is,  perhaps,  late  to  ndr.e  {he  unusual  state  of 
prosperity  which  the  agricWe  of  our  department 
and  the  neighboring  ones,  t\s  year  presents.  We 
hasten  to  break  a silence  on\,i's  subjeet  whieh  may 
be  misinterpreted.  In  the  fW  place,  the  harvest 
of  silk,  which  offers  elsewhie  so  favorable  an  as- 
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spect,  has  surpassed  our  most  sanguine  expecta- 
tions. Letters  from  the  places  where  it  is  pro- 
duced, announce  that  the  success  has  been  the 
most  complete  in  every  branch,  and  if  it  is  borne  in 
mind,  that  since  then,  the  cocoons  have  sold  at 
nearly  double  the  common  prices  (from  2 francs  to 
2 francs  50  centimes)  it  may  be  asserted  that  this 
year  is  the  finest,  and  the  most  productive  which 
we  have  enjoyed  since  the  mulberry  tree  has  been 
cultivated  among  us.  It  is  calculated  that  Herault 
and  Gard  have  produced  silk  to  the  amount  of  from 
25  to  30  millions  of  francs.  All  this  having  been 
already  sold  for  cash,  it  may  be  judged  what  an  im- 
mense movement  in  the  funds  this  single  branch  of 
agriculture  has  caused.  On  the  other  hand,  wools 
have  sold  extremely  well.  Every  one  also  extols 
the  magnificent  promise  of  the  corn  harvest,  which 
has  been  so  much  benefitted  by  the  late  rains.  The 
vines,  however,  which  suffered  from  the  severity 
of  the  last  winter,  promise  but  half  a crop;  but  in 
return;  as  this  effect  has  been  general,  (whatever 
may  be  said  of  some  places  in  the  interior),  the 
wines  are  gradually  rising,  and  go  off  rapidly. 
Soon  all  those  which  remain  in  the  cellars  of  the 
producers  will  be  disposed  of,  and  the  new  wines 
will  come  in  under  the  most  favorable  auspices.  It 
may  be  said  therefore,  that  agriculture  among  us 
has  never  presented  itself  under  a more  smiling  and 
favorable  aspect. 

In  consequence  of  the  obstacles  which  the  Bava- 
rian government  have  thrown  into  the  way  of  mar- 
riages among  the  Jews,  by  requiring  the  possession 
of  a sum  of  money  by  the  contracting  parties,  and 
a large  fee  for  a license,  not  less  than  nine  couple 
of  that  persuasion,  the  men  all  mechanics,  have  ar- 
rived here  to  be  married  under  our  laws,  and  to  re- 
side here  in  future.  The  confidence  and  constancy 
manifested  by  the  young  women,  in  venturing 
across  the  ocean  to  a new  world  with  their  lovers, 
where  Hymen’s  torch  burns  bright  and  free,  is  wor- 
thy the  best  days  of  olden  time,  when  seven  years 
was  deemed  light  servitude  for  a good  wife.  One 
of  the  females  is  a capital  engraver  of  visiting 
cards. 

Some  of  them  were  in  the  market  on  Friday, 
making  their  purchases  of  poultry,  lamb,  fruits,  &c. 
for  their  wedding  dinners  yesterday. 

Talking  of  these  marriages  reminds  us  of  sueing 
for  a breach  of  promise,  so  familiarly  known  in  our 
country  and  in  Europe. 

Such  an  event  has  never  been  heard  of  among 
the  chosen  people.  Betrothing  is  deemed  as  sa- 
cred as  marriages,  and  a man  may  as  well  run  off 
with  the  wife  of  another,  as  to  seek  to  win  the  af- 
fections of  a maid  betrothed.  Hence  the  confidence 
between  the  affianced,  who  traverse  oceans  together 
with  mutual  respect  and  affection,  until  tine  and 
circumstances  make  it  convenient  for  them  to  mar- 
ry. The  Mosaic  law  of  divorces  is  knowr  to  have 
been  loose  and  very  unsafe  for  women,  arising  from 
the  custom  of  the  Orientals,  and  neve'  could  be 
adopted  in  extenso  in  other  countries,  lut  there  is 
one  branch  of  the  law  which  is  admi'able,  and  is 
also  but  little  known.  He  who  sedices  a woman 
and  afterwards  marries  her,  can  nev<r  be  divorced 
from  her, 1 likewise,  the  man  who  alsely  accuses 
his  wife  of  infidelity,  can  never  clain  the  benefit  of 
a divorce.  These  are  points  indietive  of  the  phi- 
losophy and  wisdom  of  the  great  lgislator,  and  his 
entire  love  of  justice.  [W.  Y.  Star. 

TALK  OF  HO-POE-THL1  YO-HO-LO, 

CHIEF  OF  THE'CREEKXATION. 

The  Mobile  “Register”  of  tb  26th  ult.  contains 
the  following  report  of  a talk  if  the  chief  of  the 
Creek  nation  of  Indians  with  gvernor  Clay  of  Ala- 
bama, which  is  stated  to  have >een  faithfully  made: 
Substance  of  a “talk”  betweo  his  excellency  Cle- 
ment C.  Clay,  governor  of  he  state  of  Alabama, 
and  Ho-poe-thle  Yo-ho-lo-hief  of  the  Creek  na- 
tion, in  the  presence  of  he  following  officers: 
Major  general  Patterson,  mlonels  John  B.  Ho- 
gan, John  A.  Campbell  Albert  J.  Pickett  ajid 
James  A.  Belser,  judge  Henson,  majors  T.  J. 
Abbott  and  Donegan,  an  other  gentlemen;  toge- 
ther with  the  undermerioned  chiefs  of  Terciia- 
ratchie  town,  Young-kig,  Little  Doctor,  Yarja, 
Sich-e  Colonels,  Mad  due,  Mad  Deer,  Osoo-che 
Fixico  and  others,  onhe  30th  May,  1836. 
Ho-poe-thle  Yo-ho-1  said,  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington in  the  winter  o<I832,  he  saw  and  conversed 
with  the  president  of  oe  United  States,  gen.  An- 
drew Jackson.  The'resident  there  informed  him 
after  the  making  of  ieir  treaty,  that  by  the  terms 
of  it,  at  the  expirat-'u  of  five  years  from  the  date 
of  its  conclusion — his  people,  the  Creeks  conti- 
nued to  reside  whi«  they  then  were — they  must 
necessarily  becofo  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  state  of  Alabma,  and  be  governed  by  its  laws, 
otherwise  they  mst  move  beyond  the  bounds  of 
the  Mississippjand  settle  themselves  in  a new 


home — which  course  he  thought,  would  be  most 
beneficial  for  them.  Before  the  expiration  of  this 
term  of  five  years  however,  the  whites  had  come 
in,  in  great  numbers  among  them,  and  thencefor- 
ward there  had  been  much  trouble  and  confusion. 
In  consequence  of  this  state  of  things,  he  had  in 
the  mean  time,  in  accordance  with  the  counsel  of 
friends,  gone  to  look  a home  beyond  the  Mississip- 
pi: during  his  absence  greater  troubles  had  grown 
up,  and  more  confusion  among  his  people  arisen,  on 
account  of  the  transfer  and  sale  of  their  reserva- 
tions, for,  on  his  return,  he  found  that  the  whites 
were  swindling  them  out  of  them;  on  that  account 
he  had  requested  Dr.  McHenry,  at  that  time  certi- 
fying agent,  to  forbear  from  certifying  to  contracts 
for  the  sale  of  them,  for  he  had  discovered  that  it 
was  no  uncommon  thing  for  one  Indian  to  be  insti- 
gated to  assume  the  name  of,  and  personate  another, 
and  sometimes  to  sell  and  stand  up  to  be  certified 
to  several  tracts  of  land,  of  not  one  of  which  he 
was  in  reality  the  owner.  He  had  written  to  the 
president  on  this  subject:  he  had  asked  for  an  in- 
vestigation and  desired  inquiry  to  be  made  into  it; 
he  had  also,  in  order  to  prevent  a repetition  of  such 
conduct,  requested  the  president  not  to  permit  of 
certifying  to  contracts,  except  in  the  presence  of 
discreet  chiefs,  and  was  much  gratified  to  find  that 
latterly  that  course  had  been  adopted. 

The  land  speculators,  in  order  to  get  the  Indians’ 
reservations  of  land,  would  harden  the  people 
against  the  counsel  of  the  chiefs,  and  sell  to  the  In- 
dians, pistols,  powder,  knives  and  lead,  would  give 
bad  counsel  to  them,  and  say  to-them,  “if  the  chiefs 
attempt  to  restrain  or  interfere  with  you,  kill  them;’ 
and  that  in  this  way  the  late  depredations  and  dis 
turbances,  that  had  so  suddenly  and  in  so  unlooked 
for  a manner  broken  out  in  the  nation,  had  been 
created  and  produced. 

At  the  time  of  the  meeting  that  had  been  appoint- 
ed to  take  place  at  Dr.  McHenry’s,  for  the  holding 
of  the  investigation  asked  for,  concerning  the  frauds 
that  had  been  committed  upon  the  Indians  in  the 
sale  of  their  lands,  he  was  himself  sick  and  unable 
to  attend,  but  sent  word  that  the  chiefs,  generally, 
and  for  the  most  part  were  apprised  of  the  affairs  of 
their  people,  and  therefore  knowing  who  among 
them  had  actually  sold,  and  who  not,  could  assist  in 
making  a proper  report  of  them.  Tuskehenehaw 
of  Tuckabatchee,  was  present  at  this  meeting,  hid- 
ing about  in  the  bushes,  and  general  Woodward 
and  captain  Walker  were  also  there,  putting  it  into 
Tuskehenehaw’s  head  to  make  the  Indians  believe, 
that  those  among  them  who  went  before  the  agent 
to  make  complaint  about  the  fraudulent  sale  of  their 
lands,  would  be  the  very  persons  who  would  be 
taken,  and  sent  immediately  off  to  Arkansas. 

Walker  and  Woodward  were  furthermore  at  the 
same  time  making  papers  also,  out  in  the  bushes  for 
the  Indians  there,  telling  them  that  what  the  agent 
might  do  for  them  would  be  of  no  account,  but  that 
the  papers  they  were  making  for  them  would  se- 
cure them. 

By  their  treaty  made  with  the  president  it  re- 
mained with  their  people,  after  the  expiration  of  the 
five  years,  either  to  stay  upon  their  lands  under  the 
law  of  the  state,  or  remove  westward  to  a new  home: 
in  either  event  he  had  been  anxious  for  the  people 
to  be  allowed  the  benefit  of  what  was  rightfully 
their  own,  and  to  this  end,  the  investigation  was  de- 
sired by  him,  and  it  had  been  his  earnest  hope  thatit 
would  have  effected  it.  He  had  oftentimes  at- 
tempted to  procure  a general  meeting  of  the  tribe 
of  Tallassee,  having  a desire  to  talk  with  them, 
but  was  as  often  foiled,  they  appearing  to  have  an 
idea  of  what  he  wished  to  converse  about:  and  be- 
ing also  more  immediately  under  the  influence  of 
Tuskehenehaw,  anxious  to  avoid  it.  An  opportu- 
nity being  at  length  afforded,  he  appeared  unex- 
pectedly at  their  meeting,  and  finding  Tuskehene- 
haw with  them,  remonstrated  with  him  about  the 
evil  course  he  was  pursuing,  telling  him  that  the 
pernicious  talks  he  was  making  to  the  Indians, 
were  not  his  own  talks  and  did  not  originate  with 
him,  but  were  derived  from  others  of  whom  he 
was  the  dupe,  and  that  if  he  thus  obstinately  per- 
severed in  such  course  it  must  necessarily  end  in 
consequences  that  would  be  ruinous,  and  that  all 
would  be  afflicted  with  sorrow  for,  Tuske>>- 
haw  notwithstanding  • • , • , A0116,,' 

forwards  v„.  , , co^nued  stubborn,  and  af- 

disrpfrarrlPr0CE'  Cc  111  the  same  way  he  ha,l  begun, 
remonStrance;  and  the 
it  hid  null  -f  'a('  ,S0  mucb  Il’al'ed  oil  -account  of 
°f  late  he('om8  reau.  ed.  Flying 
I lv  nassed'r  lp  aced  had.  pccmon- 

s dered  w C^5  P^P'^but  they  were  ron- 
siaerea  by  them  as  unworthy  cf  tb°ir  Relief-  they 

did  not  open  their  ears  to  fhom-now  i Seed  the 
astounding  facts  had  broken  out  upS  i hem  He 


been  sent  from  people  beyond  the  seas;  this  it  was 
said,  had  been  circulated  in  some  of  the  Indian 
towns;  he  had  heard  that  it  had  been  sent  to  Kun- 
char-te-Micco,  to  Enehar-Marthlooche,  to  Neah- 
Micco,  and  that  Tuskehenehaw,  had  also  received 
it:  he  was  informed  that  runners  had  come  from 
Nehar-Micco  to  Tuskehenehaw  bringing  four  bro- 
ken sticks  to  him,  and  word  that  “they  were  rea- 
dy,” and  it  appears  that  it  was  about  the  time  of 
the  last  of  these  broken  sticks  that  hostilities  had 
commenced  among  them.* 

The  circumstance  of  the  paper  said  to  have  been 
circulated  he  could  not,  as  he  has  before  said,  well 
understand;  it  could  not  have  been  the  work  of  In- 
dians, for  they  cannot  read  or  write — the  only  way 
in  which  he  can  account  for  it  is,  that  w hite  people 
must  have  been  at  the  bottom  of  it.  His  people 
had  agreed  with  colonel  Hogan,  the  superintendant 
and  agent,  that  they  would  emigrate  with-hira  dur- 
ing the  present  spring;  some  of  them,  however,  had 
been  desirous  of  making  a crop  first  and  putting  oil' 
going  until  fall  afterwards;  this  had  been  suggested 
to  col.  Hogan,  but  he  would  not  listen  to  it,  and  said 
they  must  not  defer  the  time  of  their  removing  be- 
yond the  spring,  that  the  grass  would  be  sufficiently 
grown  then  to  feed  their  poneys  upon — they  must 
prepare  to  start  by  that  time;  it  would  be  the  best 
season  for  them  and  they  ought  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  advantage  of  it  and  be  off.  That  to  facilitate 
their  removal  he  had  promised  to  interest  himself  in 
the  procuring  if  possible,  the  payment  of  their  an- 
nuity for  the  present  year  by  that  time,  but  although 
as  they  had  been  informed,  he  had  endeavored  to 
do  so,  he  had  not  been  successful — no  law  having 
then  been  passed  authorising  and  appropriating  it. 
The  time  contemplated  for  their  removal  had  pass- 
ed— the  people  in  expectation  of  it  had.  not  planted 
and  were  already  in  a state  of  greai  want  on  ac- 
count of  it;  they  were  generally  both  willing  and 
desirous  of  emigrating,  and  would  go  into  camp  if 
the  opportunity  was  afforded  them:  that  owing  to 
that  diversity  of  sentiment  ever  entertained  by  men 
in  regard  to  the  propriety  of  particular  measures,  it 
was  not  to  be  expected  that  all  would  be  unanimous 
in  the  matter,  but  he  thought  that  those  who  had 
hitherto  said  they  would  not  go,  might  by  possibi- 
lity be  influenced  by  the  example  of  the  "others  go- 
ing into  camp,  if  camps  were  opened  for  them:  and 
although  some  of  this  mind  might  be  reluctant,  yet, 
he  did  not  think  they  were  spoiled — that  is,  that 
their  repugnance  to  emigrating  was  invincible,  but 
might  by  such  means  be  overcome. 

He  wished  to  make  particular  remarks  on  one 
subject  which  deeply  affected  their  condition  as  a 
people,  and  interests;  it  was  in  regard  to  the  quanti- 
ty of  ardent  spirits  that  was  continually  introduced 
among  them — beyond  doubt  it  was  one  of  the  lead- 
ing causes  of  their  debasement  and  misery,  and 
tended  infinitely  to  the  procreation  of  mischief  and 
disturbance.  He  was  desirous  in  the  event  cf  their 
going  ;ato  camp  thatj the  dealers  in  the  commodity 
might  not  be  allowed  to  bring  or  sell  it  among 
them:  in  the  absence  of  the  cause  they  would  of 
course  be  relieved  from  the  baneful  and  destructive 
effect. 

Another  subject  too,  he  would  also  invite  atten- 
tion towards.  Claims  were  not  unfrequontly  set 
up  by  their  white  brethren  against  the  Indians: 
these  too  often  were  founded  neither  in  truth  nor 
justice;  often  where  not  a cent  was  due  on  account 
of  them.  To  satisfy  such  demands,  their  horses 
were  sometimes  seized  upon,  sometimes  their  mo- 
ney; this  too  arbitrarily  and  without  sanction  of 
law;  at  other  times  they  were  threatened  with  the 
consequences  of  the  law,  or  the  confinement  of  a 
jail,  and  in  such  manner  their  substance  was  ex- 
torted out  of  them.  Oalc-fus-ke  Yo-ho-lo  the  pri- 
soner, lately  killed  in  Tallassee  while  attempting 
to  effect  his  escape,  he  had  every  reason  to  believe 
had  been  excited  to  anger  and  made  mad  by  some 
circumstance  of  this  kind. 

To  proceedings  so  arbitrary,  and  the  introducing 
and  selling  such  floods  of  liquor  amongst  them,  he 


foireCeiwd  information  of  a matter  whfch  he  had 
heen  unable  properly  to  comprehef  lit  was  con- 
rmng  a paper,  or  letter,  sail,  or  y etend<id  to  have 


*The  paper  alluded  to  by  Ho-poe-thle  Yo-ho-lo, 
was,  after  tne  talk,  ascertained  to  be  some  old  procla- 
mation, issued  during  the  last  war  with  England,  by 
r'  (.jA'  Cockburn.  Commanding  the"  English 
fleeC  anS  was  highly  inflammatory.  It  was  ad. 
dressed  to  the  Creek  Indians,  and  was  no  doubt  the 
cause  at  that  time  of  exciting  them  to  make  war  on 
the  whites.  Where  these  old  proclamations  could 
have  been  lying  all  this  time,  is  not  yet  discovered, 
but  an  Englishman,  who  is  a silversmith,  and  resi- 
ded for  some  time  in  Columbus,  Geo.  was  the  man 
who  rede  among  the  Indians,  and  read  and  explain- 
ed these  papers,  but  took  care  to  conceal  the  date; 
he  is  now  in  prison  in  Montgomery  jail.  This  man 
savs  he  is  the  natural  son  of  Francis  the  prophet, 
hung  by  order  of  gen.  Jackson,  and  was  born  in 
London  at  the  time  Francis  visited  England. 
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thought  a stop  should  be  put;  they  could  then  in 
more  order  and  quiet,  complete  their  necessary  ar- 
ragements  for  going  away. 

When  the  late  hostilities  broke  out,  his  people 
were  engaged  in  gathering  up  their  cattle,  that  were 
dispersed  in  the  woods,  in  order  to  dispose  ol  them 
in  expectation  of  their  departure;  they  had.  not 
finished  this  gathering  when  news  of  the  hostilities 
reached  them,  nevertheless  they  immediately  quit 
hunting  their  cattle  and  hastened  to  the  relief  of 
their  white  friends;  nor  did  they  cease  from  aiding 
them  until  by  their  exertions,  most  of  the  deluded 
and  guilty  depredators  upon  the  lives  and  property 
of  the  whites  in  that  section  of  country,  had  been 
either  made  prisoners  and  turned  over  to  the  cus- 
tody of  the  whites,  or  expelled  the  neighborhood 
through  fear,  to  places  remote  and  unknown  to 
them,  and  where  as  was  supposed  the  main  body 
of  their  enemies  had  secreted  themselves  and  ab- 
sconded. 

(Ho-poe-thle  Yo-ho-lo  being  here  asked  by  the 
governor  whether  he  would  be  willing  to  continue  to 
Fend  his  useful  aid  to  the  commanding  general  Pat- 
terson, then  present  at  the  interview,  answered) 
Neah-Miceo  and  Tus-ke-he-ne-haw  are  responsible 
for  the  influence  of  the  evil  counsels  they  have  been 
instrumental  in  disseminating  among  the  red  peo- 
ple: by  their  conduct  they  have  become  deeply  in- 
volved in  the  creating  of  the  present  passing  events, 
have  (been  actors  in  them,  and  ought  theretofore  to 
be  chargeable  with  some  of  the  troubles  and.  bur- 
thens of  allaying  them.  He  thought  it  was  in  the 
power  of  these  by  proper  exertion  to  cause  the  ap- 
prehension and  delivery  of  the  murderers  and  other 
depredators  who  had  been  concerned  in  the  late 
rash  and  lamentable  outbreak  upon  their  white 
brethren  of  the  Creek  nation;  this  exertion  ought 
to  be  first  required  and  demanded  of  them,  after 
which,  if  they  turned  a deaf  ear  and  refused,  and 
the  general  called  upon  him,  although  the  horses 
belonging  to  his  people,  were  much  worsted  by  the 
fatigues  of  their  late  service  and  enterprize,  they 
would  again  nevertheless  cheerfully  turn  out  to  his 
assistance,  and  help  to  subdue  and  take  them. 

(Reverting  to  the  subject  of  their  removal  beyond 
the  Mississippi,  Ho-poe-thle  Yo-ho-lo  said)  captain 
Walker,  one  of  the  company  of  contractors  who 
had  engaged  with  the  government  to  emigrate  them, 
had  conversed  some  time  back  with  him  about 
their  emigration,  and  had  offered  to  open  camps  for 
them  to  assemble  in,  upon  condition,  that  they 
should  only  remain  in  camp  one  w'eek  prior  to  the 
commencement  of  their  journey,  saying,  that  he 
could  not  keep  them  in  camp  and  feed  and  furnish 
provisions  for  them  longer  than  that  space;  that  his 
people  would  not  agree  to  go  into  camp  upon  such 
conditions,  the  time  limited  to  them  was  too  short 
to  make  their  needful  preparations  in,  therefore  they 
were  unwilling  to  agree  to  it:  lately  capt.  Walker 
had  a fain  made  his  people  similar  proposals,  but,  as 
before1,  they  could  come  to  no  understanding  about 
it.  On  that  occasion  col'.  ‘Hogan  being  absent  they 
had  obtained  an  interview  with  capt.  Page;  at  this 
interview  mention  was  made  to  him  about  the  state 
of  land  matters,  which,  although  investigations  had 
already  been  had  about  them,  it  appeared  by  the 
order  of  the  government  were  to  he  had  over  again: 
capt.  Pa^e  oh  that  occasion  had  said  to  him  that 
there  were  so  many  agents  sent  by  the  government 
amongst  them  to  hold  investigations  about  the  sto- 
len lands  they  made  complaint  of,  and  for  other 
purposes,  that  he  did  not  think  it  was  going  to  do 
them  any  good: — they  would  he  kept  by  them  until 
fall  before  their  business  would  be  settled;  that  his 
people  therefore  had  better  sell  their  claims  to  these 
controverted  lands  for  whatever  they  were  able: 
even  though  they  might  not  be  able  to  get  the 
worth  of  them,  they  had  best  get  something;  some- 
thing  was  better  than  nothing.  Then  a man  with 
whom  at  that  time  he  was  unacquainted,  middling 
height,  and  rather  thick,  came  up  and  accosted 
him  savin"-,  he  had  heard  what  had  been  said  in 
the  matter^!'  their  land  claims  bv  capt.  Page  and 
if  he  liked  the  talk  and  would  sell  him  the  claims 
he  would  buy  them,  doubtful  as  might  be  the 
chance  of  their  recovery;  nevertheless  he  said  in 
the  event  of  their  selling  to  him,  that  he  would  in- 
cur the  risk  of  this.  Here  capt.  Walker  who  was 
then  present  interfered  and  counselled  his  people  to 
a°ree  to  this  proposal,  and  sell  their  claims  as  was 
desired,  and  it  was  at  this  period  that  he  made  his 
second  offer  as  last  mentioned  to  open  camps  for 
emigration. 

(Bein°-  asked  what  towns  he  thought  were  now 
willing  to  emigrate,  he  replied)  the  town  of  Tuck- 
a-bat-chee,  for  the  most  part— these  were  his  peo- 
ple, they  were  in  general  willing,  except  those  about 
Tus-ke-he-ne-haw,  and  under  his  influence — these 
objected.  The  other  towns  so  far  as  he  could  learn 
were  those  of  Au-to-see,  Cle-wal-la,  Tuskeegee, 
Coosawda,  Ki-o-if-goe,  Hatchee-chub-ba,  Aufou- 


ga,  To-war-sa,  part  of  U-fau-la,  on  Tallapoosa, 
Hielcory  Ground,  Little  Oak-choi,  We-wo-ko,  Woc- 
koy,  Pok-en-tal-la-has-see,  We-o-guf-ka,  Hil-la- 
bee,  part  of  Fish  Pond  and  part  of  Taladega. 

Ho-poe-thle  Yo-ho-lo  added  in  conclusion — that 
some  of  the  Creeks  had  passed  over  among  the  Che- 
rolcees,  they  were  composed  principally  of  Sok-a- 
pa-toy,  Kun-char-tee,  Tallasse  Hatchee  and  a por- 
tion of  Talladega. 


MILITARY  VISIT. 

On  the  12th  inst.  the  Baltimore  light  division, 
comprising  eighteen  companies  of  as  well  drilled 
and  efficiently  organized  volunteers  as  are  to  he 
found  in  the  union,  visited  AVashington  city,  via  the 
rail  road,  where  they  were  cordially  received  and 
kindly  entertained.  In  Baltimore  their  fine  milita- 
ry appearance  was  greatly  admired,  and  they  also 
made  a deep  impression  upon  the  citizens  of  Wash- 
ington, as  we  learn  by  the  following  article 
From  the  Intelligencer  of  Tuesday  last. 

A more  brilliant  spectacle  never  has  been  wit- 
nessed in  the  city  of  Washington,  than  that  ex- 
hibited yesterday  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  the 
brigade  of  volunteers  from  Baltimore  to  this  city 
for  the  purpose  of  honoring,  at  the  capitol  of  their 
country,  the  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  North 
Point,  fought  by  volunteers  and  militia,  in  defence 
of  the  city  of  Baltimore  from  invasion,  two-and- 
twenty  years  ago. 

The  day  was  bright  and  beaming,  and  the  city 
and  neighboring  towns  poured  out  almost  their 
whole  population  to  greet  and  admire  the  strangers, 
whose  splendid  appearance  exceeded  all  anticipa- 
tion. AVe  have  indeed  seen  many  public  spectacles 
in  our  day,  hut  never  one  so  brilliant  and  impres- 
sive as  yesterday  afforded  us.  The  arrival  of  the 
trains  of  the  cars  alone,  transporting,  by  the  aid  of 
several  locomotives,  so  many  hundreds  of  troops, 
(eighteen  companies,)  the  elite  of  the  citizen  sol- 
diery of  the  monumental  city,  witnessed  as  it  was 
from  the  brow  of  Capitol-hill  by  thousands  upon 
thousands  of  men,  women  and  children,  was  one  of 
the  grandest  sights  one  could  desire  to  look  upon. 
Add  to  this  the  effect  of  the  federal  salute  from  the 
hill,  by  which  the  visiters  were  welcomed,  the 
showy  marshalling  of  the  troops  at  the  base  of  the 
hill,  and  the  march  of  the  glittering  column  up 
North  Capitol  street  into  the  space  in  front  of  the 
capitol,  (where  the  volunteers  of  our  city  and 
Georgetown,  with  a company  of  Baltimore  cavalry, 
joined  them,)  and  we  can  safely  say  that  a more 
impressive  scene  is  seldom  witnessed,  in  either  our 
civil  or  our  military  exhibitions,  in  any  part  of  this 
country. 

At  the  capitol,  the  troops  were  reviewed  by  the 
commanding  general  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States.  After  which  review,  Ac.  of  all  which  a 
more  particular  account  may  he  hereafter  expected, 
the  visiters  were  entertained  with  a collation  pro- 
vided for  the  occasion  at  Carusi’s  saloons. 

The  reception  which  our  city  was  able  to  give  to 
our  fellow-citizens  of  Baltimore  bore  no  adequate 
proportion  to  the  wishes  of  our  people,  nor  perhaps 
to  the  claims  of  our  visiters.  To  have  done  this 
would  have  required  the  resources  as  well  as  the 
public  spirit  of  the  monumental  city  itself,  which 
never  does  such  things  by  halves.  AVe  trust,  how- 
ever, that  the  visit  was  rendered  acceptable  to  our 
visiters,  and  will  have  afforded  them  general  grati- 
fication. 

The  following  letter  from  gen.  Steuart,  who  com- 
manded the  division,  to  the  president  pro  tern,  of  the 
rail  road  company,  shows  the  importance  of  rail 
roads  conveyance  in  the  transportation  of  troops. 

Baltimore,  Sept.  13th,  1836. 

Sir:  On  the  part  of  the  first  light  division,  I beg 
leave  to  return  thanks  for  the  very  handsome  man- 
ner in  which  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  com- 
pany carried  from  900  to  1,000  men,  with  some  ar- 
tillery, guns  and  horses  to  be  transported  yesterday 
from  Baltimore  to  AVashington  and  back’  again  in 
the  same  evening  with  great  safety,  punctuality, 
ease  and  coinfort. 

The  experiment  was  a bold  one,  but  proved  com- 
pletely successful,  and  whilst  it  illustrates  the  great 
capacity  of  the  road  for  rapid  transportation  of 
troops,  i must  beg  leave  to  say  that  nothing  could 
exceed  the  energy,  skill  and  obligingness  with 
which  the  whole  movement  was  directed  and  exe- 
cuted by  the  agents  of  the  company.  I would  espe- 
cially mention  captain  Fitzhugi-i  and  Mr.  AVood- 
sibe,  (though  it  appeared  to  me  that  all  were  equal- 
ly ambitious  to  do  their  duty)  but  as  you  sir  were 
present , giving  your  kind  attention  when  it  was  re- 
quired, i will  say  no  mere  than  that  we  all  feel 
greatly  indebted  to  the  company  for  the  liberal  ar- 
rangements made  for  our  comfort,  arid  equally  in- 
debted to  yourself  as  well  as  the  two  gentlemen  I 


have  named  and  the  other  agents  of  the  company 
who  were  employed  in  this  special  duty. 

AVith  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  STEUART. 

Col.  William  Steuart,  president  pro  tern,  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  company. 


SLAVERY  IN  TEXAS. 

British  House  of  Commons,  August  5. 

On  tile  order  of  the  day  being  moved  for  the 
house  to  go  into  the  committee  of  supply, 

Mr.  B.  Hoy,  pursuant  to  notice,  rose  to  move  an 
“address  to  the  crown,  praying  that  his  majesty  will 
be  graciously  pleased  to  direct  that  such  measures 
may  be  taken  as  to  his  majesty  may  seem  proper, 
to  secure  the  fulfilment  of  the  existing  treaty  be- 
tween this  country  and  Mexico;  and  to  prevent  the 
establishment  of  slavery  and  the  traffic  in  slaves,  in 
the  province  of  Texas,  in  the  Mexican  territory.” 
He  said  that  the  question  was  a very  important  one 
to  this  country,  as  we  had  in  the  province  in  ques- 
tion property  to  the  amount  of  70,000,000  dollars. 
The  Texas  had  already  been  dissevered  from  Mex- 
ico, and  might  fall,  along  with  Cuba,  Ac.  into  the 
hands  of  the  United  States.  He  had  before  asked 
whether  the  Texas  would  not  be  hound  by  the  trea- 
ties into  which  she  entered,  when  forming  part  of 
the  Mexican  territory,  relative  to  the  slave  trade; 
and  the  noble  lord  (Palmerston)  then  answered  that 
if  the  Texas  remained,  after  the  conclusion  of  the 
war,  part  of  Mexico,  she  would  be  bound  by  the 
treaties  entered  into  with  this  country  at  that  time. 
But  he  had  the  opinion  of  the  noble  lord  on  another 
point  to  quote  as  a precedent  in  this  case.  The 
noble  lord,  in  answer  to  a question  from  him,  had 
stated  that  Holland  was  bound  by  all  the  treaties 
made  by  her  when  joined  to  Belgium,  after  the 
separation  of  the  two  countries.  The  war  goingon  J 
in  Texas  was  not  a war  for  independence  or  for  | 
liberty:  it  was  a war  for  slavery,  and  the  Texas  had  ij 
been  most  unjustly  assisted  by  the  southern  states  i 
of  the  American  union.  Texas  had  carried  on 
slavery  in  the  most  open  manner. 

The  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  American  union  *. 
was  contemplated  and  spoken  of.  The  American  I, 
states  had  been  originally  13  in  number;  they  were, 
now  26.  The  last  state  which  had  joined  the  union 
was  the  Arkansas;  and  the  only  stipulation  which 
they  had  made  was  this — that  they  should  be  allow- 
ed to  do  as  they  pleased  on  the  question  of  slavery;  ■ 
tnat  the  general  government  should  have  no  voice 
upon  that.  In  the  same  manner,  there  could  be  no 
doubt,  that  if  a union  were  to  take  place  between 
the  United  States  and  Texas,  the  main  condition  of 
it  would  be,  that  slavery  should  be  allowed  to  con- 
tinue in  the  latter.  He  begged  to  ask  the  noble 
fold,  if  within  the  last  ten"  days  he  had  not  had 
an  application  from  the  Mexican  government,  re- 
questing the  mediation  and  good  offices  of  govern- 
ment, to  remonstrate  in  an  amicable  manner  with 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  on  the  gross 
violatioi  of  the  treaties  between  those  states  and 
Mexico,  vnd  the  aggression  which  had  taken  place 
against  Mpfico  on  the  part  of  the  southern  states  of 
the  union.  The  honorable  member  then  quoted  the 
authority  olMr.  Huskisson  and  of  John  Q.  Adams, 
to  show  thefosign  entertained  by  the  Ignited  Stales 
to  extend  th<T  dominion  to  the  territories  of  other 
powers  in  theneighborhood  of  their  own. 

It  was  for  tie  house  and  the  country  to  consider 
whether  the  sarifice  of  those  enormous  sums  which 
we  had  expendd,  and  which  we  were  still  annual- 
ly expending,  h order  to  procure  the  abolition  of 
slavery  and  the  lave  trade  was  now  to  be  rendered 
wholly  useless,  ad  whether  we  were  to  retreat  from 
that  position,  wmh  we  had  so  long  held,  of  a na- 
tion taking  the  le(l  in  endeavors  to  bring  about  the 
suppression  of  thr  odious  traffic,  while  we  pos- 
sessed the  power  right  of  interfering  in  such 
manner  as  to  preve,t  so  unfortunate  a result. 

Last  year  eighty  essels  from  Cuba  had  been  en- 
gaged in  the  slave  Wde;  many  of  them,  doubtless, 
had  conveyed  slaveso  Texas,  for  it.  was  calculated 
that  at  least  13, 000  sWs  annually  had  been  of  late 
introduced  into  Tex?,  by  importation  direct,  or 
from  the  immediate  nVhborhood.  On  this  point 
he  begged  to  remark  t\t  the  papers  laid  upon  the 
table  of  the  house,  relate  to  the  slave  trade,  con- 
tained no  information  Vspecting  its  progress  in 
Texas,  such  as  they  cojained  of  its  progress  in 
other  American  tcrrltorfo  If  Texas  became  in- 
dependent and  united,  as  g had  no  doubt  it  would 
be,  to  the  North  AmericaiVepublic,  he  would  ask 
the  house  and  the  country  \ consider  what  must  be 
the  consequences  resulting.,  He  would  call  upon 
the  house  to  consider  wha  must  be  the  conse- 
quence of  a perseverance  onhe  part  of  the  United 
Slates  in  a system  of  progresLe  aggrandisement. 

The  acquisition  of  Texas  vipld  lead  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  states  as  a <unmercial  power  of 
dangerous  importance;  it  woul  place  them  in  a 
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commanding  position  on  the  Atlantic  and  the  Pa- 
cific alike;  and  while,  on  the  one  side,  they  would 
be  distant  only  six  weeks’  sail  from  this  country, 
on  the  other,  they  would  be  distant  only  six  weeks’ 
sail  from  China  and  those  other  countries  of  the 
east  with  which  a facility  of  intercourse  was  always 
so  advantageous,  and  so  much’  desired.  Unless 
Mexico  were  at  once  assisted  by  this  countiy,  it 
would  fall  an  easy  prey  to  the  United  States.  His 
object  on  the  present  occasion  was  to  obtain  the 
concurrence  of  the  house  in  an  address  to  the  crown, 
praying  his  majesty  to  take  such  measures  as  to  his 
majesty  should  seem  proper  to  see  fulfilled  the  ex- 
isting treaty.  The  honorable  gentleman  concluded 
with  moving  an  address  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  II.  G.  Ward  seconded  the  motion,  and  said 
that  the  deep  interest  which  he  had  long  taken  in 
the  question  induced  him  to  say  a few  words.  From 
the  time  of  his  mission  to  Mexico,  he  had  observed 
that  it  had  been  the  fixed  determination  of  the 
United  States,  by  fair  means  or  foul,  to  obtain  pos- 
session of  the  province  of  Texas.  Honorable  mem- 
bers might,  perhaps,  not  be  aware  of  the  importance 
and  value  of  such  an  acquisition.  That  territory 
contained  upwards  of  120,000,000  acres  of  the  finest 
land;  it  was  watered  by  several  navigable  rivers, 
having  their  embouchures  in  the  gulf  of  Mexico, 
and  on  its  coast  were  to  be  found  many  harbors,  su- 
perior to  all  others  in  the  adjoining  territories,  and 
the  possession  of  which  would  give  them  a com- 
plete command  of  that  gulf.  When  Mexico  be- 
came an  independent  state,  her  government  agreed 
to  abolish  slavery  in  its  dominions.  He  could  an- 
swer for  the  fact  that,  during  his  residence  in  that 
country,  the  treaty  was  most  rigidly  enforced;  and 
at  present  he  would  take  upon  himself  to  say  that 
there  were  not  more  than  twenty  slaves  in  it.  Ever 
since  the  erection  of  Mexico  into  an  independent 
republic,  the  United  States  had  cast  most  covetous 
eyes  upon  the  province  of  Texas.  He  had  observed 
a curious  proof  of  it  during  his  residence  in  Mexi- 
co, when  through  their  agent,  Mr.  Poinsett,  they 
took  measures  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  such  a 
party  in  the  Mexican  congress  as  would  consent  to 
let  them  have  Texas  for  a certain  number  of  dol- 
lars. This  endeavor  failing,  the  United  States  had 
had  recourse  to  other  means;  they  encouraged  all 
the  refuse  of  their  population  to  overflow  the  boun- 
dary line  between  the  United  States  and  Texas, and 
to  take  possession  of  the  lands  of  the  latter.  This 
was  done;  the  lands  of  Texas  were  occupied  by 
subjects  of  the  United  States,  a Texian  land  scrip 
was  created,  and  the  stock  became  the  subject  of 
speculation  in  the  markets  of  New  York  and  New 
Orleans.  No  Texian  had  any  interest  in  it.  The 
territory  was  in  the  hands  of  ten,  fifteen,  or  eigh- 
teen thousand  adventurers — men  recognising  no 
laws,  and  seeking  for  nothing  but  the  means  of 
turning  their  land  to  the  utmost  account.  When  he 
was  in  Mexico  there  had  been  in  communication 
with  Mr.  Poinsett,  upon  the  subject  of  the  occupa- 
tion of  Texas,  an  American,  who  was  no.v  the  pre- 
sident of  the  Texian  republic,  a man  oftalent,  cer- 
tainly, but  utterly  devoid  of  principle 

As  a further  proof  of  the  connexior  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  he  would  state  that  Mr.  Frrsyth,  a mem- 
ber of  the  cabinet,  was  reported  to  hive  been  a very 
large  owner  of  Texian  land.  This,  it  appeared 
that  Texas,  being  undeniably  a cointry  belonging 
to  Mexico  by  solemn  treaty,  and  b<ing  uninhabited, 
the  Americans  had  created  a population  in  it,  and 
instigated  that  population  to  deelrre  itself  indepen- 
dent; and  the  committee  on  foregn  relations  in  the 
senate  then  came  forward  with  a solemn  report, 
ushered  in  by  Mr.  Clay,  graveb  discussing  the  ab- 
solute necessity  of  recognizing  fie  independence  of 
Texas— a state  which  they  hid  created  from  the 
offscourings  of  the  population  if  their  own  western 
states,  and  which  they  had  mcouraged  in  every 
way,  by  furnishing  supplies  o men,  arms  and  mu- 
nitions of  war,  to  sever  itself  rom  Mexico.  There 
were  two  considerations  whici  ought  to  weigh  with 
them  in  discussing  this  quistion.  The  first  was 
the  question  of  general  poli.y,  whether  it  was  ad- 
visable to  allow  the  United  States  to  pursue  a sys- 
tem of  aggrandisement  wthout  any  endeavor  on 
our  part  to  check  them,  aid  to  allow  the  extension 
of  their  territory  to  the  Bo  Bravo  and  the  Gull  of 
Mexico  in  such  manneras  to  obtain  for  them  the 
absolute  command  of  tha  gulf;  for  certainly  the  ac- 
quisition of  Texas  woud  give  them  that  command, 
and  would  enable  then,  with  half  a dozen  priva- 
teers, to  shut  us  out  eitirely  from  our  present  hade 
with  Mexico,  leaving  us  no  route  whatsoever  by 
which  to  maintain  a commercial  intercourse  with 
that  country,  save  that  leading  round  Cape  Horn  to 
its  western  coast. 

Upon  the  importmce  of  that  trade,  not  only  in 
reference  to  its  present  actual  amount,  but  in  refer- 
ence also  to  the  Urge  probable  increase  which  it 
would  undergo,  t was  unnecessary  for  him  to 


dwell;  it  was  growing  more  extensive  every  day; 
nor  could  he  see  any  definite  limit  to  its  increase  in 
future  years.  Our  connexion  with  Mexico  was 
rendered,  too,  more  intimate  by  this  Circumstance, 
that  we  possessed  a large  capital  invested  in  mining 
adventures  in  that  country.  It  was  impossible, 
then,  to  contemplate,  without  anxiety,  events  hav- 
ing a tendency,  apparently,  to  sever  from  the  Mex- 
ican state  a most  valuable  portion  of  its  territory, 
and  to  place  our  trade  with  that  state  at  the  mercy 
of  a commercial  rival.  The  noble  lord  must  be 
aware  that,  in  1825,  there  had  been  a somewhat  si- 
milar project,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to 
obtain  possession  of  the  island  of  Cuba.  There 
were  at  that  time  in  Cuba  three  parties,  severally 
wishing  for  a connexion  with  England,  France  and 
America;  the  mutual  jealousy  of  the  three  coun- 
tries, however,  prevented  any  one  of  them  from 
taking  possession  of  the  island,  and  they  came  to  a 
solemn  treaty  (notes  having  been  actually  inter- 
changed by  their  respective  governments)  that  nei- 
ther England,  France  nor  America  should  inter- 
fere with  it,  but  that  it  should  be  left  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Spain.  The  other  consideration,  of  which 
he  had  spoken  as  one  which  ought  to  have  weight 
in  the  discussion  of  the  question,  was  the  conside- 
ration of  moral  feeling  which  must  influence  every 
gentleman  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  society 
in  the  western  states  of  the  union,  and  every  gen- 
tleman aware  of  the  incalculable  misery  which  the 
system  of  slavery  there  prevailing  inflicted  upon  so 
many  millions  of  human  beings. 

The  question  to  be  decided  under  this  view  of 
the  subject  was  whether,  for  the  purpose  of  main- 
taining that  demoralizing  system,  they  would  allow 
the  annexation  of  the  territory  of  Texas  to  the 
United  States.  In  a pamphlet  recently  published 
upon  the  subject  in  the  union,  a great  fear  was  ex- 
pressed as  to  the  consequences  of  such  an  event 
on  the  part  of  the  non-slaveholding  states;  for 
doubtless  the  house  must  be  aware  that  the  states 
were  at  present  divided  into  two  great  parties,  the 
slaveholding  and  the  non-slaveholding  states — that 
a struggle  had  been  for  some  time  carried  on  be- 
tween them  in  the  national  legislature,  and  that  the 
parties  were  now  pretty  equally  balanced.  The  re- 
sult of  the  annexation  of  the  province  of  Texas 
would  be  the  creation  of  nine  additional  slavehold- 
ing states,  with  eighteen  representatives  in  the  con- 
gress at  Washington;  and  that  circumstance  would 
put  an  end  to  all  hopes  of  doing  away  with  the  sys- 
tem which  formed  the  most  degrading  feature  in 
the  whole  frame  of  the  United  States. 

Viscount  Palmerston  said  that  if  he  began  by  de- 
claring that  he  did  not  feel  himself  at  liberty  to 
agree  to  the  address  proposed  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman, he  trusted  that  neither  he  nor  the  house 
would  imagine  that  circumstance  to  be  any  proof 
that  he  did  not  feel  fully  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject to  which  that  address  related,  or  that  his  ma- 
jesty’s government  were  not  as  much  animated  as 
ne  was  by  a desire  to  put  an  end  to  those  events  to 
which  mainly  it  referred.  He  thought,  however, 
that  he  should  satisfy  the  house  that  in  some  re- 
spects the  address  would  be  unnecessary,  and  in 
others  it  would  be  premature.  The  observations 
made  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  and  by  his  ho- 
norable friend  behind  him,  (Mr.  Ward),  divided 
themselves,  strictly  speaking,  into  two  different 
branches,  the  one  of  them  relating  to  the  political 
part  of  the  question,  and  the  other  relating  to  that 
part  of  it  which  regarded  the  trade  in  slaves.  With 
reference  to  the  political  part  of  the  question,  un- 
doubtedly the  possibility  of  the  annexation  of  the 
province  of  Texas  to  the  U.  States  was  a subject 
which  ought  seriously  to  engage  the  attention  of  the 
house  and  the  country.  But  he  did  not  think  that 
the  events  which  had  yet  occurred  afforded  them 
any  ground  for  thinking  that  there  was  at  present 
any  such  probability  of  that  kind  as  to  call  upon 
the  house  to  address  the  crown  with  reference  to  it. 
The  state  of  Texas  at  present  was  this:  A revolt 
had  taken  place  in  that  province,  and  a Mexican  ar- 
my had  been  despatched  thither  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  it  down. 

The  first  operations  of  that  army  were  greatly 
successful,  but  a part  of  it  having  incautiously  ad- 
vanced considerably  before  the  remainder,  had  been 
surprised  by  the  Texian  force,  and  routed  with 
great  slaughter,  the  president,  who  happened  to  be 
with  that  portion  of  the  Mexican  army,  being  taken 
prisoner.  But  it  would  be  premature  to  infer  from 
that  simple  event  what  might  be  the  ultimate  issue 
of  the  civil  war  in  that  province.  It  was  possible, 
undoubtedly,  that  the  resistance  of  the  people  of 
Texas  might  prevail  against  the  authorities  of  Mex- 
ico; but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  numerical  superiori- 
ty lay  with  the  army  of  Mexico.  The  government 
of  Mexico  was  preparing,  according  to  our  last  ad- 
vices, to  make  fresh  efforts  to  reinforce  their  army, 
and  he  thought  we  were  not  in  a position  to  infer 


from  any  thing  which  had  happened  what  might 
possibly  be  the  result  of  the  contest.  But  with  re- 
spect to  the  conduct  of  the  United  States,  although 
he  was  aware  of  the  fact  stated  bv  the  honorable 
gentleman,  and  by  his  honorable  friend,  that  indivi- 
duals in  those  states  of  the  union  which  bordered 
upon  Texas  had  undoubtedly  given  great  assistance 
to  the  revolted  population,  yet,  if  we  looked  to 
what  had  been  the  conduct  of  the  responsible  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  we  should  find  in 
the  message  sent  to  congress  by  the  president,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  session,  a’ most  unequivocal 
declaration  that  the  government  of  the  United  States 
would  take  no  part  in  that  civil  war;  nay,  farther, 
we  should  find  that  orders  had  been  issued  by  that 
government  to  enforce  the  laws  of  the  states,  and 
prevent  individual  subjects  from  mixing  in  that  dis- 
pute. 

He  (lord  Palmerston)  had  too  high  an  opinion 
of  the  honor  and  good  faith  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States  not  to  believe  that  they  would 
act  up  to  their  declaration;  and  he  thought,  there- 
fore, that  fresh  circumstances  ought  to  arise  before 
it  would  be  fitting  on  the  part  of  the  house  to  send 
up  to  the  crown  an  address  bearing  on  that  politi- 
cal branch  of  the  question.  With-  respect  now  to 
that  part  which  related  to  the  trade  in  slaves,  the 
honorable  member  had  remarked,  that  in  the  cor- 
respondence laid  before  the  house,  as  having  taken 
place  between  the  government  at  home  and  our 
agents  abroad,  with  regard  to  the  progress  and  di- 
minution of  that  trade,  there  appeared  nothing  bear- 
ing upon  the  trade  supposed  to  exist  in  Texas. 
That  was  perfectly  true;  and  the  explanation  was 
that  we  had  no  agent  in  the  province  of  Texas.  It 
was  but  lately,  indeed,  that  he  had  received  from 
our  minister  at  Mexico  representations  bearing 
upon  the  illicit  trade  which  was  supposed  to  be 
carried  on  in  that  province.  Undoubtedly  it  would 
be  a veiy  great  evil,  and  much  to  be  deplored,  if 
the  course  of  the  civil  war  in  Texas,  be  it  what  it 
might,  were  to  lead  to  a renewal  or  extension  of 
the  slave  trade;  and  that  was  a subject  well  de- 
serving the  attention  of  the  house,  ‘if  the  house 
were  of  opinion  that  his  majesty’s  government 
were  indifferent  in  the  matter,  and  were  not  dispos- 
ed of  their  own  accord  to  bestow  on  it  their  most 
vigilant  attention,  and  to  do  all  in  the  power  of 
the  crown  to  prevent  such  an  evil,  he  should  a«ree 
that  it  would  be  fitting  on  the  part  of  the  house  to 
admonish  the  government,  and  remind  them  of  the 
course  which  it  behooved  them  to  pursue  in  the 
manner  proposed  by  the  honorable  gentleman. 
But  he  assured  the  house  that  the  government  re- 
quired no  such  stimulus  to  urge  them  to  perform 
their  duty  on  that  point;  and  he  trusted  that  what 
they  had  done,  and  what  they  were  in  the  progress 
of  accomplishing,  might  be  accepted  by  the  house 
as  a fresh  proof  that  they  were  as  anxious  and 
active  as  the  house  could  wish  them  to  be  in  en- 
deavoring to  put  down  the  trade  in  every  part  of 
the  world,  and  prevent  it  from  springing  up  in 
quarters  where  it  did  not  now  exist.  3 1 

If  they  considered  what  effect  the  progress  of 
events  in  Texas  might  have  on  that  matter,  he  did 
not  think  that  there  was  any  danger — any  consider- 
able danger — that  such  an  evil  would  be  the  result 
of  the  civil  war;  because  it  was  evident  either  that 
Texas  would  be  reconquered  by  Mexico,  and  the 
authority  of  Mexico  re-established  therein,  or  else 
the  province  would  assert  its  independcnce’and  be- 
come a separate  state;  or  thirdly,  indeed,  it  mio-ht 
unite  itself  with  the  United  States  of  North  Ameri- 
ca. If  the  government  of  Mexico  re-established  its 
authority  in  Texas,  then  the  laws  of  Mexico  would 
come  into  operation  in  that  countiy;  and,  therefore, 
as  far  as  the  internal  administration  of  Texas  was 
concerned,  there  would  be  no  more  encouragement 
given  to  the  slave  trade  in  that  part  of  the  Mexican 
territoiies  than  in  any  other.  \V" 1 1 h reference  to 
any  thing  which  the  government  of  Mexico  could 
do,  it  was  obvious,  whether  their  authority  were 
thrown  off  in  Texas  or  not,  that  while  they  were 
unable  to  rule  in  that  countiy  and  to  make  their 
laws  to  be  there  obeyed,  it  would  be  useless  to  ap- 
ply to  them  to  interfere  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
down  the  slave  trade  in  that  province.  In  the  nex"t 
place,  if  Texas  established  its  independence,  it 
would  be  for  the  government  of  England,  by  ad- 
dressing itself  to  that  state,  to  enter  into  such  nego- 
tiations as  would  induce  its  government  to  enter 
into  those  engagements  for  the  suppression  of  the 
slave  trade  which  we  had  ]>ersuaded  many  nations 
to  contract,  and  which,  he  trusted,  we  should  per- 
suade all  the  nations  of  the  civilized  world  in  like 
manner  to  contract. 

If,  again,  by  any  progress  of  events  at  any  future 
distant  time,  Texas  were  to  become  a member  of 
the  union,  then,  undoubtedly,  there  would  be  some 
danger  that  at  least  from  other  states  of  America 
slaves  might  be  introduced  into  the  province  of 
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Texas;  but  there  would  not  be  any  real  danger  in 
practice  of  the  importation  of  slaves  brought  from 
the  coast  of  Africa,  or  from  any  of  the  islands  of 
the  West  Indies.  If  there  had  been  hitherto  any 
importation  of  slaves  into  Texas,  which  he  was  in- 
clined to  believe  there  had  been,  it  would  be  found, 
he  apprehended,  that  they  had  come  from  Cuba  and 
some'  neighboring  places  in  the  West  Indies;  he 
had  not  heard  of  any  cargoes  being  brought  to 
Texas  direct  from  the  coast  of  Africa.  With  re- 
gard to  the  importation  from  Cuba,  that  was  a 
branch  of  a larger  question  which,  he  trusted,  had 
been  satisfactorily  settled.  The  house  knew  that 
we  had  concluded  a treaty  with  Spain  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave  trade,  containing  what  he 
hoped  and  what  he  thought  would  be  most  effectual 
provisions  for  putting  an  end  to  the  slave  trade 
under  the  flag  of  Spain.  That  treaty  had  only  late- 
ly come  into  operation,  and,  therefore,  the  state- 
ment which  the  honorable  gentleman  had  made  as 
to  the  transfer  of  slaves  from  Cuba  to  Texas  related 
to  a period  of  time,  and  a state  of  things  antecedent 
to  the  practical  operation  of  the  new  treaty.  It 
was  well  known  that  some  years  ago  we  persuaded 
the  French  government  to  enter  into  a treaty  by 
which  the  mutual  right  of  search,  subject  to  certain 
limitations,  was  conceded  by  one  country  to  the 
other.  The  treaty  likewise  contained  other  regu- 
lations, having  for  their  object  the  suppression  of 

What  had  been  the  effect  of  that  treaty?  Until 
then,  the  trade  in  slaves  was  carried  on  to  an  enor- 
mous extent  under  the  flag  of  France;  but  he  be- 
lieved that,  from  the  moment  the  treaty  came  into 
operation,  not  a single  slave  ship  had  sailed  under 
the  flag  of  that  country.  We  had  now  also  conclud- 
ed a treaty  with  Spain.  Previous  to  the  conclu- 
sion of  this  treaty,  and  perhaps  he  might  say,  al- 
most up  to  the  present  moment,  the  flag  of  Spain 
had  been  extensively  used  for  the  purpose  of  cover- 
ing the  abominable  traffic.  He,  however,  trusted 
and  believed  that  the  same  provisions  which  in  the 
treaty  with  France  had  proved  effectual  in  sup- 
pressing the  illicit  traffic  carried  on  under  the 
French  flag,  would,  in  the  treaty  with  Spain,  be 
found  equally  effectual  in  preventing  it  from  being 
carried  on  under  the  flag  of  the  latter  country,  and 
that  the  enormous  trade  in  slaves  carried  on  with 
Cuba  in  defiance  of  our  representations  to  the  local 
authorities  of  that  island,  and  in  reproach  of  the 
good  faith  of  the  Spanish  government,  would  final- 
ly be  put  an  end  to,  as  well  as  that  subdivision  of 
the  traffic  which  had  flowed  into  the  territory  of 
the  Texas.  There  was  another  flag  which  had, 
perhaps,  been  more  abused  for  the  purposes  of  the 
slave  trade  than  that  of  Spain;  he  meant  the  flag  of 
Portugal.  (Hear,  hear). 

The  papers  which  have  been  laid  upon  the  table 
contained  sufficient  evidence  of  the  abominations 
carried  on  under  that  flag,  and  hardly  a week  pass- 
ed without  his  receiving  fresh  accounts,  each  ex- 
ceeding its  predecessor  in  the  enormity  of  the  facts 
disclosed.  It,  therefore,  gave  him  much  pleasure 
to  be  able  to  state  to  the  house  that  this  country  had 
entered  into  negotiations  with  Portugal  for  the  pur- 
pose of  concluding  a treaty  precisely  similar  to  that 
concluded  with  Spain.  These  negotiations  were 
brought  so  nearly  to  a conclusion,  that  he  expected, 
before  many  weeks  elapsed,  to  receive  the  treaty 
signed;  and,  if  that  should  be  the  case,  he  trusted 
that  the  slave  trade,  now  being  carried  on  under  the 
Portuguese  flag,  would  be  put  down.  Then  there 
would  remain  chiefly  to  be  considered  the  flag  of 
Brazil,  which,  in  spite  of  a treaty,  had,  to  a certain 
extent,  been  applied  to  that  purpose.  The  govern- 
ment of  Brazil  had  lately  signed  two  supplementa- 
ry articles  containing  the  essential  stipulations,  for 
want  of  which  the  existing  treaty  had  proved  inef- 
fectual; he  meant  the  stipulations  respecting  equip- 
ment and  breaking  up  of  vessels.  What  had  now, 
therefore,  associated  with  us  in  the  common  cause 
of  putting  down  the  slave  trade,  almost  all  the  ma- 
ritime powers  whose  flags  could  be  abused  and 
prostituted  for  that  purpose.  The  British  govern- 
ment was  going  still  further  than  this. 

They  had  made  a proposition  to  the  government 
of  Austria,  Prussia  and  Russia,  who  had  not  hither- 
to concurred  in  any  treaty  on  the  subject,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  those  powers  had  agreed  to  a treaty 
conjointly  with  France  and  England;  and  he  hoped 
that,  before  a considerable  time  elapsed,  he  would 
be  in  possession  of  the  ratified  document.  He  must 
say,  therefore,  that  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade 
in' Texas  was  a comparatively  insignificant  branch 
of  a much  greater  and  more  extensive  question;  and, 
if  we  should  succeed,  and  he  trusted  it  would  be 
the  case,  in  carrying  our  object  into  effect  with  re- 
spect to  the  general  question,  little  apprehension 
need  be  entertained  on  the  score  of  Texas.  If, 
however,  it  should  appear  that  the  importation  of 
slaves  into  Texas  still  continued,  it  would  undoubt- 


edly be  the  duty  of  the  government  to  take  such 
steps  as  circumstances  might  require  to  endeavor  to 
put  an  end  to  the  abuse.  Upon  political  grounds, 
therefore,  he  thought  it  was  unnecessary  for  the 
house  to  address  the  crown  on  the  subject  of  Texas; 
and,  with  respect  to  the  question  of  the  slave  trade, 
he  ventured  to  say  that  it  was  equally  unnecessary 
to  approach  the  throne;  and,  if  the  house  should 
take  an  unnecessary  step  in  addressing  the  crown 
upon  a point  with  respect  to  which  Ins  majesty’s 
advisers  were  already  prepared  and  willing  to  act, 
it  would  be  casting  a censure  upon  the  conduct  of 
the  government,  which  he  believed  the  honorable 
mover  of  the  amendment  did  not  intend  to  convey. 

He  (lord  P.)  might  avail  himself  of  this  opportu- 
nity to  state  that  it  was  his  intention  to  introduce 
a bill  connected  with  the  subject  now  under  discus- 
sion, and  the  statement  which  he  had  made  would 
in  some  measure  explain  his  motive  for  doing  so. 
He  confidently  expected  that  lie  would  shortly  ob- 
tain the  ratifications  of  the  treaties  to  which  he  had 
alluded;  but  the  house  was  aware  that  those  treaties 
could  not  be  carried  into  execution  without  the 
sanction  of  a parliamentary  enactment;  and  know- 
ing that  the  treaties  would  probably  be  concluded 
at  a period  when  parliament  would  not  be  sitting, 
he  wished  to  bring  in  a bill,  the  operation  of  which 
should  be  limited  to  the  duration  of  a certain  time 
after  the  next  session,  by  which  the  crown  would 
be  empowered  by  orders  in  council  to  give  imme- 
diate effect  to  any  treaty  which  his  majesty,  in  pur- 
suance of  addresses  from  the  two  houses  of  parlia- 
ment, might  conclude  with  foreign  powers  for  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  without  waiting  for 
the  passing  of  a bill  to  cany  each  treaty  into  opera- 
tion— (hear,  hear).  If  parliament  would  consent 
to  pass  a hill  of  that  description,  it  was  obvious  that 
considerable  time  would  he  saved. 

Mr.  F.  Buxton  expressed  his  belief  that  if  the 
Americans  should  obtain  possession  of  Texas,  which 
had  been  truly  described  as  forming  one  of  the  fair- 
est harbors  in  the  world,  a greater  impulse  would 
he  given  to  the  slave  trade  than  had  been  experienc- 
ed for  many  years.  If  the  British  government  did 
not  interfere  to  prevent  the  Texian  territory  from 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  American  slaveholders, 
in  all  probability  a greater  traffic  in  slaves  would  he 
carried  on  during  tne  next  fifty  years  than  had  ever 
before  existed.  The  war  at  present  being  waged  in 
Texas  differed  from  any  war  which  had  ever  been 
heard  of.  It  was  not  a war  for  the  extention  of  ter- 
ritory; it  was  not  a war  of  aggression;  it  was  not 
one  undertaken  for  the  advancement  of  national 
glory;  it  was  a war  which  had  for  its  sole  object 
the  obtaining  of  a market  for  slaves — (hear,  hear). 
He  would  not  say  that  the  American  government 
connived  at  the  proceedings  which  had  taken  place; 
hut  it  was  notorious  that  the  Texians  had  been  sup- 
plied with  munitions  of  war  of  all  sorts  by  the  slave- 
holders of  the  United  States.  (Hear,  hear.)  With- 
out meaning  to  cast  any  censure  upon  the  govern- 
ment, he  thought  the  house  had  a right  to  de- 
mand that  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  adopt 
strong  measures  to  prevent  the  establishment  of  a 
new  and  more  extensive  market  for  the  slave  trade 
than  had  ever  before  existed.  The  noble  lord  ought 
immediately  to  open  negotiations  on  this  subject, 
not  only  with  the  Mexican,  hut  with  the  United 
States  government,  which  latter  had  always  profess- 
ed to  be  anxious  for  the  extinction  of  the  slave 
trade. 

After  a few  words  from  Mr.  Hume,  sir  F.  Trench 
and  sir  J.  R.  Reid,  in  condemnation  of  the  proceed- 
ing of  the  Texians, 

The  amendment  was  withdrawn. 


MR.  CLAY’S  REMARKS 

ON  COLONIZATION. 

From  the  Lexington  Intelligencer. 

Vie  intimated,  on  Tuesday,  an  intention  to  pub- 
lish a sketch  of  Mr.  Clay’s  observations  at  the 
colonization  meeting  of  Friday  last.  This  semi- 
pledge we  are  enabled  to  redeem,  though  in  an  im- 
perfect manner,  by  the  aid  of  the  brief  notes  taken 
by  us  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Clay  said,  that  he  came  to  the  meeting  as  a 
listener,  with  no  prepared  speech,  and  with  no  pur- 
pose of  making  a speech.  Standing,  however,  in 
the  relation  he  did  to  the  gentleman,  who  had  just 
taken  his  seat,  be  felt  it  incumbent  on  him  first,  to 
say  something  of  him,  and  next,  of  the  great  cause 
that  had;  brought  us  together.  That  gentleman  he 
had  known  for  many  years,  as  one  of  the  most  zeal- 
ous, persevering,  energetic,  pious  and  benevolent 
friends  of  the  cause  of  colonization;  he  was  one  of 
the  officers  of  the  national  society;  and  to  his  ser- 
vices In  that  capacity,  the  free  colored  people,  the 
colony  and  the  society  were  largely  indebted.  He 
spoke  of  Mr.  Gurley  as  having  proved,  by  his  la- 
bors, his  assiduity,  his  eloquence  in  defending  the 
cause  of  colonization,  and  his  general  and  well 


known  character  for  Christian  philanthropy,  that 
the  fullest  confidence  in  him  could  not  be  misplaced. 
Having  said  thus  much,  and  less  he  could  not  have 
said  in  relation  to  that  gentleman,  if  he  said  any 
thing,  he  would  proceed  to  the  topics  whose  consi- 
deration had  caused  this  meeting. 

When  we  take  a survey  of  our  country,  we  find 
it  occupied  by  two  distinct  classes  of  population — 
two  races  of  men — distinct  in  many  important  re- 
spects—agreeing  in  few,  except  that  they  alike 
possessed  the  gift;  of  reason.  The  amalgamation 
of  these  two  races  was  a thing  impossible— forbid 
by  all  considerations  of  regard  to  either.  The  case 
presented  difficulties  long  ago  deeply  felt  and  de- 
plored. They  were  seen  by  the  fathers  of  the 
republic,  who,  after  much  argument  and  reflection, 
resolved  to  do  the  best  they  could,  and  depend  for 
the  result  upon  Providence.  Many  schemes  passed 
in  review  before  them,  and  all  were  rejected  as  im- 
practicable. 

About  twenty  years  ago  some  zealous,  pious, 
benevolent  men  conceived  the  project  of  African 
colonization.  He  recollected  well  the  proceedings 
at  Washington  at  the  organization  of  the  society. 
He  was  invited  to  be  present.  At  first  he  declined; 
but  on  further  reflection,  he  felt  disposed  to  think 
well  of  the  plan.  Among  those  present  at  the  ori- 
ginal meeting,  he  remembered  were  Mr.  Caldwell 
and  Francis  S.  Key  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
the  rev.  Dr.  Finley  of  New  Jersey,  and  a late  dis- 
tinguished member  of  congress  from  Virginia,  John 
Randolph  of  Roanoke.  We  met  and  considered 
the  prejudices  in  our  way,  the  obstacles  to  he  re- 
moved, and  the  objects  to  be  accomplished:  and 
finally  organized  the  society  on  the  principles  which 
it  lias  ever  since  publicly  professed,  and  which 
have  just  been  stated  to  this  meeting. 

The  success  of  this  society  has  exceeded  tire 
hopes  of  its  founders.  It  was  not  deemed  possible 
for  a society  with  mere  private  means,  to  do  more 
than  plant  a colony,  and  thus  demonstrate  the 
practicability  of  the  object.  When  I look  back, 
said  Mr.  C.  on  the  twenty  years  during  which  this 
society  has  existed,  and  consider  what  it  has  done, 
I am  impressed  with  the  belief  that  it  is  the  work 
of  an  overruling  Providence.  It  was  surrounded  by 
difficulties  at  its  outset,  and  it  has  at  all  times  en- 
countered opposition  and  misrepresentation.  Re- 
cently a new  school  has  sprung  up — one  which 
maintains  that  slavery  is  a blessing— that  it  is  an 
indispensable  element  for  the  preservation  of  our 
own  freedom!  Of  this  school,  I take  the  liberty  to 
say,  I am  not  one.  There  arc  two  extremes  of 
opinion  on  this  subject,  in  neither  of  which  do  I 
concur.  The  first  is  that  of  those  who  regard  sla- 
very as  no  evil,  but  a good.  I consider  slavery  as  a 
curse — a curse  to  the  master,  a wrong,-  a grievous 
wrong  to  the  slave.  In  the  abstract,  it"is  all 
wrong;  and  no  possible  contingency  can  make  it 
right.  It  is  condemned  by  all  our' notions  of  na- 
tural justice,  and  our  maxims  of  natural  political 
equality  among  men.  Necessity,  a stern  political 
necessity  a'one,  can  excuse  or  justify  it;  a neces- 
sity arising  from  the  fact,  that,  to  give  freedom  to 
to  our  slavesthat  they  might  remain  with  us,  would 
be  doing  then  an  injury,  rather  than  a benefit — 
would  render  their  condition  worse  than  it  is  at 
present. 

That  slaverywas  condemned  by  religion,  lie  did 
not  say.  It  waf  not  his  purpose  to  speak  of  it,  ex- 
cept in  its  poll  teal  relations.  That  slavery  was  a 
blessing,  and  oug\t  to  be  perpetuated  as  a valuable 
institution,  was  o(e  extreme;  and  those  who  occu- 
pied it  had  ever  b;en  opposed  to  African  coloniza- 
tion. But  there  has  another  extreme;  and  on  that 
were  to  be  found  the  advocates  of  immediate,  un- 
conditional, indisciminate  emancipation,  without 
regard  to  conseqmWes.  To  this  fanatical  class 
were  to  be  referred  directly  or  indirectly,  much  of 
the  violence  and  wnV,  the'  mobs  and  the  outbreak  - 
ings,  which  are  so  rife  in  some  portions  of  our 
country,  with  which  no  friends  of  good  order,  and 
ol  the  just  rights  of  the  different  portions  of  the 
union  could  have  arir  congeniality  of  feeling  on 
this  subject.  These  frere  none  of  your  old  fashion- 
ed gradual  emancipatonists,  such  as  Franklin, 
Rush,  and  the  other  wie  and  benevolent  Pennsyl- 
vanians, who  framed  tie  scheme  for  the  gradual 
removal  of  slavery  front  Pennsylvania,  about  the 
time  of  the  origin  of  tip  federal  government. — 
They  were  not  of  that  clasiwith  whom  he  (Mr.  C.) 
was  proud  to  say  lie  had  icted  in  this  state  forty 
years  ago,  to  procure  the  adaption  of  a gradual  sys- 
tem of  emancipation,  on  sue!  terras  and  under  such 
regulations,  as  might  consist  with  the  good  order 
and  highest  interests  of  the  efrmnonwealth. 

He  had  heard  with  some  suinrise  in  the  course  of 
the  day,  that  some  individuals, Wen  in  this  commu- 
nity, suspect  that  there  is  someconnection  between 
the  Colonization  and  Abolition  Societies.  He  could 
assure  the  meeting  that  there  wls  no  cause  or  rea- 
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son  for  any  such  suspicion.  He  had  corresponded 
with  a leading  gentleman  of  the  Abolition  society 
in  New  York,  with  whose  name  the  reading  public 
were  familiar,  who  had  addressed  him  on  another 
subject;  but  expressed  to  him  also  his  views  on 
slavery;  (a  gentleman  who  was  honest  and  benevo- 
lent in  his  motives,  he  presumed,  but  deceived  and 
infatuated),  and  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  endeavored  to 
convince  him  of  his  error.  Ke  had  put  to  him  the 
question,  how  the  citizens  of  New  York  would  en- 
dure the  organization  of  societies  in  Kentucky  to 
regulate  the  tolls  on  the  New  York  and  Ohio  canals. 
But  he  had  alluded  to  this  correspondence,  mainly 
in  order  to  state,  that  this  gentleman  had  expressed 
a determined  hostility  to  the  scheme  of  African  co- 
lonization. He  thought  it  a design  of  slaveholders — 
and  in  part,  this  is  true.  He  (Mr.  C.)  was  ready 
to  admit  that  one  advantage  of  the  scheme  was,  its 
tendency,  by  the  removal  of  a class,  in  theory  free- 
men, but  in  fact,  not  free,  to  contribute  to  pre- 
serve quiet  and  subordination  among  the  slaves. 
The  removal  of  the  free  blacks  would,  while  it 
conferred  a vast  good  on  them,  render  the  slave 
more  docile,  manageable  and  useful. 

It  was  not  his  object  to  have  said  so  much;  but 
merely  to  express  his  own  feelings  towards  the  so- 
ciety, derived  from  20  years  experience;  his  un- 
shaken conviction  of  the  utility  and  benevolence  of 
the  colonization  scheme,  and  of  the  strong  claims 
which  it  presented  for  aid,  to  the  state  and  national 
governments.  Nor  could  he  omit  to  allude  to  the 
vast  good  it  must  confer  upon  Africa,  by  introduc- 
ing among  her  people  our  religion.  I am  not,  said 
Mr.  C.  a professor  of  religion,  and,  as  I have  re- 
marked on  another  occasion,  I regret  that  I am  not, 

I wish  I were,  I hope  that  I shall  be.  The  longer 
I live  the  more  sensible  do  I become  of  its  utility; 
the  more  profoundly  penetrated  with  its  truth;  the 
more  entirely  convinced,  that  the  religion  we  have 
received  from  our  ancestors,  the  religion  of  Christ, 
is,  of  all  religions,  the  best;  and  it  alone  can  afford 
us  an  adequate  solace  in  the  hour  of  affliction.  The 
colonization  scheme  affords  the  means,  and  presents 
the  best  hopes  of  propagating  this  religion,  through- 
out Africa. 

The  Colonization  society,  viewed  in  all  its  rela- 
tions and  influences,  DOES  GOOD  AND  GOOD 
ONLY.  It  does  not  disturb  any  of  the  legal  or  po- 
litical rights,  which  slavery  involves.  It  is  volun- 
tary in  all  its  operations.  But  if  the  day  should 
arrive  when  the  governments,  state  or  general, 
shall,  by  common  consent,  agree  on  some  plan  of 
gradual  emancipation  (and  who  will  say  that  such 
day  may  not  arrive)  may  not  the  means  of  accom- 
plishing the  object  be  found  in  the  plan  of  this  so- 
ciety? Or,  in  case  of  any  convulsion  arising  out 
of  the  condition  of  our  colored  population,  might 
not  this  scheme  afford  the  means  of  relief?  Say 
not  the  plan  is  impracticable  on  a large  scale.  We 
have  already  found  it  difficult  satisfactorily  to  dis- 
pose of  our  surplus  revenue;  and  a great  increase 
of  our  national  revenue  is  to  be  expected:  and  if 
100,000  emigrants  can  come  annually  from  the 
shores  of  Europe  into  the  United  States,  without 
deranging  our  business,  or  employing  too  large  a 
portion  of  our  tonnage,  can  it  be  doubted  that  the 
means  of  this  country  are  sufficient  to  transport  not 
only  the  free,  but  the  slaves,  should  the  states  con- 
sent to  their  removal.  True,  this  society  has  noth- 
ing to  do  with  slaves.  Yet,  sone,  it  is  true,  have 
been  manumitted,  and  with  the  consent  of  their 
owners,  sent  to  Liberia.  And  who  can  object  to 
the  colonization  of  those  who  are  liberated  volunta- 
rily for  so  humane  and  glorious  a purpose?  Or  to 
the  influence  of  this  society  In  opening  an  asylum, 
to  receive  and  confer  the  greatest  blessings  upon 
such  slaves  as  may  be  emancipated,  by  those,  who 
alone  can  manumit  them— their  own  masters — or 
the  legislatures  of  the  slaveholding  states? 

In  reference  to  the  resolution  touching  an  appli- 
cation to  the  legislature  of  this  state,  for  some  por- 
tion of  the  surplus  fund  placed  at  its  disposal  by 
the  recent  act  of  congress,  he  would  beg  leave  to 
say  a word.  Having  voted  for  that  act  he  felt  dis- 
posed to  leave  the  disposition  to  the  free  action  of 
the  people  and  the  state  legislature;  and  yet,  hav- 
ing originated  the  land  bill,  for  which  this  act  must 
be  regarded  as  a substitute,  he  felt  it  right  to  allude 
to  the  three  great  objects  specified  in  that  bill,  and 
to  which,  by  the  terms  of  that  bill,  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  domain  were  to  be  applied, 
education,  colonization  and  internal  improvements. 
Without  presuming  to  dictate,  he  would  suggest  to 
the  legislature  the  propriety  and  importance  of  re- 
membering these  cardinal  objects — of  such  vital  in- 
terest to  the  state. 

This  fund  will  be  ample — at  the  lowest  estimate 
it  would  be  a million — it  ought  to  be  a million  and 
a half;  it  might,  by  possibility,  be  two  millions  and 
a half,  with  a rigid  economy  in  the  administration 
of  the  financial  affairs  of  the  country,  and  it  may 


be  expected  that  the  amount,  arising  from  the  sales 
of  public  land,  will  continue  to  be  divided,  either 
by  future  land  bills  or  distribution  bills.  Thus  our 
state  will  possess  ample  funds  for  these  great  objects, 
colonization,  education  and  internal  improvements, 

He  trusted  colonization  would  come  in  for  its  due 
share — as  our  state  was  among  the  first  to  express 
favorable  opinions  of  this  cause,  I think  (said  Mr. 

C.)  she  should,  I hope  she  will;  set  a good  example 
to  other  states — that  her  often  and  uniformly  ex- 
pressed favorable  regard  for  the  colonization  cause, 
will  be  proved  to  have  been  sincere,  now  that  she 
has  the  means  brought  within  her  control  for  giv- 
ing such  undoubted  and  substantial  proofs.  He 
would  not  urge  at  present  a large  appropriation,  but 
one  which  would  be  considered  liberal.  All  this, 
however,  must  be  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  legis- 
lature— to  us  it  belongs,  from  our  private  means,  to 
contribute  such  sums  as  our  convenience  and  sense 
of  duty  might  permit  and  dictate.  And  surely  no 
occasion  could  be  more  proper  than  that  when  we 
were  visited  by  an  agent  of  the  national  society, 
who  had  devoted  himself  to  the  furtherance  of  her 
patriotic  and  philanthropic  objects;  who  was  pre- 
pared to  defend  them  from  misrepresentation  and 
aspersion;  who  had  so  ably  and'  eloquently,  as  the 
meeting  have  heard,  addressed  us  in  relation  to 
them;  who  could  give  all  requisite  information 
touching  the  scheme  and  its  practical  progress;  and 
of  whose  acquaintance  with  the  principles  of  the 
society,  its  plans  and  operations,  its  needs  and  ca- 
pabilities for  usefulness,  we  had  had  such  abundant 
evidence. 

Mr.  Clay,  after  a brief  recapitulation  of  some  of 
the  prominent  suggestions  he  had  made,  and  a re- 
newed expression  of  his  confidence  in  the  honesty, 
benevolence,  efficiency,  capacity  for  good,  and  sin- 
gleness of  purpose  of  the  Colonization  society  and 
its  friends,  and  of  the  confirmed  persuasion,  which 
its  whole  history  had  forced  upon  his  mind,  that  it 
is  destined  to  triumph  over  all  unfounded  prejudi- 
ces against  it,  and  finally,  by  the  blessing  of  heaven, 
to  achieve  the  great  purposes  of  its  origin,  sat  down 
with  the  applause  of  the  meeting,  C. 

GOVERNOR  OF  KENTUCKY. 

The  following  address  was  delivered  by  governor 
Clark  of  Kentucky,  at  Frankfort,  on  the  30th  ult. 
previous  to  taking  the  oath  of  office. 

GOVERNOR  CLARK’S  ADDRESS. 

In  contemplating  my  present  attitude,  my  sensa- 
tions scar  cely  permit  me  to  make  the  deep  acknow- 
ledgments, called  for  by  the  debt  of  gratitude  which 
I owe  to  my  fellow  citizens,  for  the  distinguished 
and  unmerited  confidence  they  have  reposed  in  me. 

It  is  only  in  a land  of  freedom  and  of  liberty 
where  men  exercise  the  unquestionable  right  of  seif 
government,  that  causes  of  self  gratulation,  such  as 
create  the  emotions  that  are  now  felt  by  me,  are 
produced. 

To  be  called  by  freemen  to  conduct  the  affairs 
of  freemen,  is  alike  elevating,  honorable  and  grati- 
fying. I deeply  feel  the  extent  of  the  obligation 
created;  but  it  is  a feeling  accompanied  by  a con- 
sciousness of  the  humble  pretensions  of  him  who 
has  been  summoned  to  this  high  appointment. 
Fully  impressed  with  the  extent  of  the  confidence 
reposed  in  me  by  my  fellow  citizens,  and  mindful 
of  the  important  duties,  which  it  imposes,  I shall 
fearlessly  undertake  their  performance,  with  a firm 
reliance  upon  the  honest  support  of  all,  and  a kind 
indulgence  for  those  errors  and  imperfections  that 
wall  always  characterize  even  the  best  exertions  of 
the  most  faithful  and  patriotic. 

The  most  acceptable  return  that  I can  make  to 
my  fellow  citizens,  for  having  invested  me  with 
the  honor  of  the  chief  magistracy  of  this  growing 
commonwealth,  will  be,  so  to  conduct  affairs  placed 
under  my  management,  as  to  promote  the  pros- 
perity, welfare  and  general  happiness  of  our  be- 
loved country.  And  I now  give  the  pledge,  that 
so  far  as  an  invincible  attachment  to  the  principles 
of  the  constitution  can  contribue  thereto,  by  the 
exertions  of  a very  fallible  judgment,  aided  by  un- 
tiring efforts,  it  shall  be  done;  and  now  when  party 
feeling  having  run  its  course,  seems  about  to  ex- 
pire of  exhaustion,  may  we  not  be  permitted  to  hope 
that  all  parties,  at  least  so  far  as  state  policy  is 
brought  into  question,  laying  aside  and  burying  in 
oblivion  all  past  causes  of  dissension,  will  unite  in 
advancing  those  measures,  that  the  permanent  good 
of  the  state,  the  happiness  of  its  inhabitants,  and 
the  improvements  of  an  enlightened  age  so  impe- 
riously demand. 

Various  are  the  evils  that  arise  out  of  party  ex- 
citement. Among  all  its  mischiefs,  none  are  to  be 
so  much  deprecated,  as  that  feeling  which  seems  to 
be  its  inseparable  incident,  and  which  leads  the 
zealous  partizan,  forgetful  of  the  welfare  of  the 
people  at  large,  to  give  up  all  his  energies  with  un- 
tiring ardor,  to  the  attainment  of  those  ends,  and 


the  success  of  those  projects,  deemed  necessary  to 
secure  the  ascendency  of  party.  This  unwise, 
unpatriotic  and  deleterious  conduct  ought  to  be  re- 
probated by  all  who  feel  desirous  of  promoting  the 
prosperity  and  dignity  of  our  common  country. 
The  expression  of  such  sentiments,  I flatter  my- 
self, will  be  tolerated  without  subjecting  me  to  the 
imputation  of  disloyalty  to  former  principles  and 
opinions. 

What  a cheering  prospect  does  our  country  af- 
ford us  at  this  time;  prosperity  and  abundance  are 
seen  every  where;  enterprise  and  industry  are  the 
common  characteristics  of  our  citizens.  The  work 
of  internal  improvement  furnishing  facilities  to 
that  enterprise  and  intercommunication  between 
the  different  members  of  this  great  republic  form 
a ligament  of  union,  constituted  by  interest  and 
friendship,  and  consequently  of  the  most  durable 
nature.  The  day  to  question  the  expediency  of 
the  system  of  internal  improvements  is  gone  by. 
The  light  of  experience  has  put  to  rest  all  doubts 
that  ever  existed  on  this  subject;  and  unless  we 
wish  to  fall  behind  our  sister  states  in  importance 
and  wealth,  we  will  devote  our  best  energies  to 
push  forward  the  works  already  commenced  under 
the  most  favorable  auspices. 

There  is  no  portion  of  this  large  continent,  more 
deeply  interested  in  all  the  branches  of  this  sys- 
tem than  our  own  state.  Having  a fertile  soil, 
yielding  a large  surplus  beyond  the  wants  of  its 
inhabitants,  affording  an  abundance  of  mineral  pro- 
ductions and  other  sources  of  great  wealth,  the 
improvement  of  our  roads  and  our  rivers  is  of  vital 
importance  to  our  welfare.  The  truth  of  this  pro- 
position is  so  self  evident,  that  an  enlightened  com- 
munity has  not  failed  to  perceive  it,  and  to  acknow- 
ledge its  conviction  thereof,  by  its  unequivocal  ap- 
probation. 

To  enter  into  a detail  of  the  principles,  or  the 
policy  that  will  characterize  or  influence  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  government  of  this  state,  so  far  as 
it  may  be  controlled  by  me,  would  at  present  be 
unnecessary.  By  an  unrestrained,  open  and  con- 
stant interchange  of  opinions  with  my  fellow  citi- 
zens during  the  present  summer,  my  views  on  all 
measures  connected  with  this  subject,  must  be,  and 
are  no  doubt  well  understood.  To  preserve  and  de- 
fend the  sacred  principles  of  our  national  and  state 
constitutions;  the  guardians  of  our  liberty,  securi- 
ty and  independence;  to  sustain  the  honor  and 
dignity  of  our  state,  that  she  may  rightfully  assert 
claim  to,  and  maintain  the  respect  of  all,  both  at 
home  and  abroad;  to  guard  and  defend  our  laws 
and  institutions  from  secret  violation,  or  open  ag- 
gresssion;  to  see  that  the  laws  are  executed  accord- 
ing to  their  true  object  and  spirit,  and  to  aid  in  the 
advancement  of  those  great  leading  and  fundamen- 
tal measures,  that  the  voice  of  experience,  the 
adoption  of  former  administrations,  and  the  appro- 
bation of  the  sovereign  people  have  sanctioned, 
will  constitute  the  leading  features  of  my  adminis- 
tration. 

No  people  in  the  world  enjoy  all  the  blessings  of 
civil  liberty  to  the  same  extent,  with  the  people  of 
the  United  States.  They  have  a right  to  be  proud 
of  their  condition.  It  is  the  work  of  their  own 
hands,  under  the  protection  of  a benign  Providence. 
The  eyes  of  the  whole  world  are  upon  us.  We 
constitute  the  last  hope  of  the  friends  of  liberty  in 
every  clime;  let  us  not  disappoint  their  just  expec- 
tations; let  us  not  thoughtlessly  dash  to  pieces  a 
fabric  which  ages  may  not  be  able  to  rebuild;  but 
on  all  occasions  let  us  testify  our  sacred  attachment 
to  the  union.  It  is  the  life,  the  animating  principle, 
the  undying  protection  of  our  dearest  liberties. 

The  father  of  his  country  has  said,  that  we  are 
one  common  people,  held  together  by  the  strongest 
ties,  and  has  urged  us  to  the  preservation  of  that 
union,  by  all  the  reasons  and  incentives  that  can 
operate  on  our  sympathies,  our  sensibilities,  our 
understanding,  or  our  patriotism.  The  idea  of  its 
dissolution  should  never  be  entertained,  the  sug- 
gestion should  be  recoiled  from  with  the  same 
feelings  of  horror,  that  we  would  from  one  of  those 
dreadful  convulsions  of  nature,  that  throws  a world 
into  ruins. 

Without  this  union  what  would  we  be?  Restrain- 
ed by  no  consideration  of  mutual  interest,  influenc- 
ed by  no  feelings  of  former  friendship,  or  recollec- 
tions of  ancient  dangers,  and  past  privations,  in 
which  all  participated;  but  actuated  and  wrought 
upon,  by  local  jealousies  and  petty  strifes,  and  se- 
parated into  small  and  unconnected  governments, 
in  danger  of  constant  quarrels  and  bloody  wars,  our 
situation  would  be  deplorable  indeed.  May  we  be 
long  able  to  avert  so  great  a calamity;  may  a na- 
tion’s wisdom,  inspired  and  sustained  by  the  Creator 
of  the  universe,  enable  us  to  perpetuate  a union, 
the  blessings  of  which,  so  long  as  it  continues  to 
exist,  will  be  the  theme  of  praise  to  generations  yet 
unborn. 
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With  these  brief  remarks,  I now  proceed  to  take 
the  oaths  of  office. 

At  the  conclusion,  Henry  Wingate,  esq.  adminis- 
tered the  oath  prescribed  by  the  constitution.  Mr. 
Wickliffe,  prior  to  being  qualified  by  taking  the 
oaths  addressed  the  audience,  and  declared  his 
gratitude  at  the  preference  by  which  he  had  been 
preferred  to  office,  professed  a determination  to  be 
the  officer  of  the  state,  and  not  of  a party.  De- 
clared his  uniform  advocacy  of  internal  improve- 
ment, but  stated  he  should  urge,  in  all  legitimate 
modes,  that  a system  of  education,  through  the  me- 
dium of  common  schools,  should  he  adopted  by  the 
legislature,  and  repeated  and  impressed  upon  his 
hearers,  that  intelligence  and  virtue  were  the  safe- 
guards and  protection  of  a republic.  His  address 
was  received  with  manifestations  of  approbation. 
From  the  capitol,  the  dignitaries  proceeded  to  the 
mansion  house,  where  Mr.  Marouse  had  prepared 
abundance  of  good  cheer,  and  many  of  us  partici- 
pated in  its  comforts.  I have  given  you  a hasty 
sketch.  All  were  in  good  humor,  and  I trust  we 
shall  never  forget  the  inaugurations  of  this  day. 

Yours,  J.  J.  M. 


MR.  DALLAS’  LETTER, 

To  the  democratic  corresponding  committee  of  Smith- 
field,  Bradford  county,  Pa. 

The  corresponding  committee  of  Smithfield,  Brad- 
ford county,  Pa.  take  pleasure  in  presenting  to 
their  democratic  fellow  citizens,  a letter,  from  the 
lion.  George  M.  Dallas,  of  Philadelphia,  which 
is  written  with  great  clearness  and  eloquence;  and 
is  a triumphant  vindication  of  the  ability  and  right 
of  the  people,  by  constitutional  provision,  to  re- 
voke the  charter  of  the  United  States  bank.  This 
institution  is  now  on  its  trial  before  the  people  of 
Pennsylvania,  charged  with  having  come  into  being 
against  their  will,  and  of  possessing  and  exercising 
powers  which  endanger  the  public  safety.  In  the 
language  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  “the  struggle  will  be 
for  life  or  for  death.”  Mr.  Dallas  makes  the  most 
lofty  and  powerful  appeal  to  the  reason,  and  the 
moral  sense  of  the  community,  and  at  this  solemn 
and  important  crisis,  his  argument,  founded  as  it  is, 
upon  the  same  broad  principles  of  justice  and  truth, 
as  the  immortal  “Declaration  of  Independence,” 
cannot  fail  to  he  read  with  deep  interest,  by  the 
people  of  Pennsylvania. 

Resolved,  That  a copy  be  forwarded  to  the  pre- 
sident and  vice  president  of  the  United  States,  to 
col.  R.  M.  Johnson  and  col.  T.  H.  Benton,  and 
that  each  member  of  this  committee  preserve  a 
copy  to  be  placed  by  the  side  of  president  Jackson’s 
celebrated  veto  message  of  1832. 

Sam’l  Satterlee,  S.  Salisbury, 

Hosea  Caleff,  Isaiah  Kingsley, 

T.  M.  Beech,  H.  M.  Peck, 

Peleg  Peck,  Joel  Allen, 

Abiram  Pierce,  Abraham  Wood, 

William  Wilkinson,  Abraham  Jones, 
Lyman  C.  King. 

Committee  of  correspondence. 
East  Smithfield,  Pa.  July,  1836. 

Philadelphia,  7th  July,  1836. 
Gentlemen:  I was  honored  by  your  letter  trans- 
mitting a copy  of  the  printed  proceedings  of  a de- 
mocratic meeting  held  in  East  Smithfield  on  the 
15th  March  last,  pronouncing  your  belief  that  the 
charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  within  this 
commonwealth  is  a national  calamity,  and  request- 
ing my  “views  in  relation  to  the  appropriate  reme- 
dy.” 

My  engagements  of  business  have  heretofore  pre- 
vented tfiat  attention  to  your  request  which  its 
flattering  character  would  otherwise  have  com- 
manded. The  published  letters  too  of  my  asso- 
ciates in  your  esteem,  Mr.  Rush  and  Mr.  Horn, 
seemed  to  render  any  thing  from  me  unnecessary. 
As  you  have,  however,  again  invoked  a reply,  I 
am  forced  to  suppose  that  you  place  some  value 
upon  my  sentiments  beyond  their  real  worth,  and 
will  therefore  express  them  to  you  as  candidly  and 
clearly  as  I can.  Should  they  throw  the  least 
additional  light  upon  the  absorbing  topic  to  whieh 
they  relate,  or  give  gratification  to  the  democrats 
whom  I address,  they  will  more  than  compensate 
the  trouble  of  communicating  them,  and,  in  some 
measure,  atone  for  their  having  been  so  long  with- 
held. 

When,  in  the  winter  of  1831,  the  directors  of 
the  bank  determined  to  apply  for  a renewal  of  the 
charter,  I had  just  been  elected  by  this  common- 
weath  to  represent  her  in  the  senate  of  the  United 
States.  Against  my  earnest  and  sincere  remon- 
strances, the  duty  of  presenting  and  forwarding 
the  memorial  was  imposed  upon  me.  It  was  un- 
dertaken with  extreme  and  avowed  reluctance;  as 
I felt  conscious  of  inexperience  in  legislation,  of 


some  lukewarmness  in  the  fate  of  the  institution, 
and  of  the  talent  and  patriotism  by  which  it  would 
instantly  and  perseveringly  be  resisted.  I accom- 
panied the  presentation  of  the  memorial  with  the 
expression  of  an  opinion  that  it  was  ill-timed — the 
celebrated  federal  Baltimore  convention,  at  which 
Mr.  Clay  was  nominated  for  the  presidency  having 
recently  assembled — and  frankly  challenging  scru- 
tiny into  the  conduct  and  management  of  the  bank, 
I pledged  myself  to  become  its  implicable  oppo- 
nent, should  that  scrutiny  develope  actual  or  con- 
templated interference,  directly  or  indirectly,  in 
the  politics  of  the  country.  Of  the  constitutional 
power  of  the  national  government  to  create  a hank, 
I did  not  then,  and  do  not  now,  entertain  a doubt; 
of  the  ability  of  congress  to  create  such  a bank  as 
would  be  a safe  machine  of  finance,  and  a service 
able  agent  in  preserving  a sound  currency,  I then 
was,  as  I still  am,  quite  convinced;  and  even  after 
the  experience  of  the  last  four  years,  I am  inclined 
to  believe  that  if  one  particular  and  practical  fea- 
ture recommended  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
in  1816  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  had 
not,  at  that  time,  been  struck  from  the  original 
draft  in  the  house  of  representatives,  the  bank  would 
never  have  become  the  detested  enemy  of  the  peo 
pie  it  has  since  been.  With  these  opinions,  stimu- 
lated by  positive  instructions  from  our  state  legis- 
lature, and  doubtless  still  alive  to  impressions  which 
a recollection  of  the  venerated  author  of  the  char 
ter,  and  of  his  labors  and  anxieties  in  its  formation 
could  not  fail  to  produce  in  me,  I contributed  my 
voice  and  vote,  all  that  was  in  my  power,  to  re-in- 
corporate the  bank.  The  bill  passed  both  houses 
of  congress,  but  met  from  the  Roman'  tribune  who 
filled  the  executive  office,  in  whose  elevation  I had 
taken  an  active  part,  and  from  the  great  current  of 
whose  policy  and  spirit  the  democracy  of  America 
expected  the  wonders  of  renovation  and  reform 
he  has  since  achieved,  a signal  and  overwhelming 

VETO. 

It  so  happened,  from  special  and  private  inci- 
dents which  I am  not  disposed  to  trouble  you  with, 
that  my  legislative  duties  to  the  measure  were  per- 
formed, unflinchingly  and  faithfully,  without  in- 
volving me  in  the  slightest  chagrin  or  disappoint- 
ment at  its  failure;  without  abating  one  jot  of  my 
attachment  to  the  patriotic  chief  who  inflicted  the 
coup  de  grace,  and  certainly  without  my  imbibing, 
even  in  the  most  zealous  conflicts  of  debate,  the 
preposterous  and  peurile  inclination  to  abandon 
the  great  republican  party  to  which  my  whole  life 
was  devoted,  in  order  to  attach  myself  to  the  cause 
of  a corporation  whose  being,  when  contrasted 
with  the  secure  action  of  fundamental  principles 
throughout  the  entire  structure  of  government  was 
regarded  by  me  as  measurably  insignificant. 

From  the  moment  of  the  veto,  the  enraged  board, 
heretofore  discreet  and  plausible,  tore  off  the  mask, 
stripped  itself  rapidly  of  all  disguise,  and  under  the 
flimsy  pretext  of  being  first  assailed,  entered  at  a 
bound  and  with  bluster,  into  the  arena  of  political 
strife.  The  chief  magistrate  of  the  country  became 
the  mark  of  its  contumely  and  vindictive  thrusts. 
Town  meetings  were  convened  to  exasperate  par- 
ty. Bank  banners  were  paraded  on  every  election 
ground.  Official  manifestoes,  equally  arrogant  and 
inflammatory,  were  issued.  Legislation  was  to  be 
overawed,  the  citizens  intimidated,  the  elective 
franchise  depreciated  or  controlled,  the  country  re- 
volutionized! This  was  a process  of  recharter 
which  seemed  to  prostitute  the  powers  and  to  de- 
feat the  purpose  of  the  corporation.  It  involved 
practices  and  pretensions  utterly  irreconcileable 
with  what  were  well  known  to  me  to  have  been  the 
pure  objects  and  democratic  principles  of  its  found- 
ers. It  gave  reality  at  once  to  the  vivid  pictures 
drawn  in  congress  of  the  ambitious  tendencies  and 
dangerous  influences  of  such  a monejmd  agent.  It 
threw  me  irresistibly  back  upon  the  pledge  which 
as  a republican  senator  I had  openly  given  in  that 
high  sphere  of  representative  duty,  and  I witness- 
ed and  shared  with  pride  the  manly  and  vigorous 
and  triumphant  resistance  by  which  its  usurpations 
were  encountered  and  finally  prostrated. 

Uncompromising  hostility  to  all  banks,  is  the  ex- 
treme remedy  to  which  the  events  of  a few  years 
have  drawn  many  of  our  wisest  and  most  prudent 
politicians.  I am  not  prepared  for  so  indiscrimi- 
nating  a rule.  The  capacity  of  the  people,  in  the 
pursuit  of  happiness,  to  devise  their  own  organs 
and  facilities,  should  be  preserved  unabated.  It  is 
their  right  to  be  free  to  act.  Experience  may  teach 
us  how  effectually  to  regulate  them,  so  as  to  secure 
their  advantages  and  to  avoid  their  mischiefs.  But, 
uncompromising  hostility  to  any  bank  which  shall 
start  from  its  prescribed  path  and  strict  subordina- 
tion, shall  venture  to  mingle  in  politics,  and  shall, 
covertly  or  boldly,  formally  or  informally,  gather, 
exasperate  and  lead  party  tor  the  attainment  of  its 
ends,  is,  in  my  estimation,  an  imperative  obligation 


upon  those  who  desire  to  perpetuate  the  virtue  and 
freedom  which  characterize  our  social  and  political 
system.  The  same  rule  is  applicable  to  every  cre- 
ation of  organic  or  municipal  law.  Derangement, 
collision  and  destruction,  can  alone  follow  upon 
wilful  and  perverse  deviations  from  the  legally  al- 
lotted orbits  of  duty.  The  judge  who  perverts  the 
moral  influence  of  his  station,  or  blemishes  his  er- 
mine with  the  stain  of  faction;  the  ministerial  offi- 
cer who  warps  in  the  exercise  of  his  functions  to 
accommodate  his  private  antipathies  or  attachments; 
the  juror  who  barters  his  verdict  for  a vote;  and  the 
corporation  which  makes  its  combination  and  its 
efforts  the  means  of  effecting  unauthorised  or  for- 
bidden aims;  are  all  dangerous  and  should  all  be  de- 
nounced. Else  is  the  republic  at  the  mercy  of  its 
own  instruments;  every  man  entrusted  with  office 
is  an  unchecked  tyrant  or  corruptionist,  and  every 
corporation  a conspiracy  with  mercenaries  already 
banded  to  resist,  subvert  or  dictate  the  law. 

The  people  of  America  can  never  again  incur 
the  risk  of  a national  bank.  Such  an  agent  may 
help  to  equalize  their  exchanges,  purify  their  cur- 
rency, and  facilitate  their  transfers;  but  it  is  better 
that  these  undoubtedly  important  objects  should  be 
accomplished  in  a mode  less  economical,  less  cer- 
tain, and  less  simple — nay,  it  is  better  that  they 
should  not  be  accomplished  at  all,  than  hazard  ano- 
ther fierce  struggle  for  the  ascendancy  of  govern- 
ment, of  law,  and  of  the  popular  will,  like  that  in 
which  they  recently  conquered.  Providence,  among 
its  numerous  merciful  dispensations,  ordained  this 
struggle  to  occur  while  yet  enough  of  primitive  de- 
mocracy and  revolutionary  energy  remained  to  se- 
cure its  issue:  at  a time  when  the  watch  tower  was 
tenanted  by  one  whose  lofty  patriotism  attracted 
unbounded  confidence,  while  from  his  stern  pre- 
sence and  inflexible  purpose  the  efforts  of  intimi- 
dation, clamor  or  blandishment,  withdrew  defeated 
and  unavailing. 

But  the  same  stockholders,  with  the  same  capi- 
tal, swayed  by  the  same  direction,  animated  by  the 
same  spirit,  and  even  exulting  in  the  same  name, 
have  been  suddenly  dragged  from  “ the  slough  of  de- 
spond,” into  which  they  were  thrown,  and  incorpo- 
rated anew  by  the  general  assembly;  and  this  it  is, 
gentlemen,  which  you  term  “a  calamity  not  only  to 
Pennsylvania,  but  to  the  nation,”  and  on  which  my 
views  as  to  the  “ appropriate  remedy ” are  desired. 

The  event  was  an  apprehended  consequence  of 
the  unhappy  division  in  the  ranks  of  democracy  at 
the  last  election.  It  is  in  perfectly  good  keeping 
with  the  character  of  a legislative  body  whose  mem- 
bers scrambled  into  their  seats  against  the  sense  of 
large  majority  of  their  constituents:  whose  federal 
and  antimasonic  fragments  owned  but  one  princi- 
ple of  cohesion,  that  of  revenge  upon  republican 
measures  and  men:  whose  proceedings  violated  the 
constitution,  endangered  the  public  peace,  put  in 
jeopardy  the  public  works,  undermined  the  admi- 
nistration of  public  justice,  laughed  to  scorn  the 
manifestations  of  public  will,  and,  inoculated  as  it 
were  with  the  virus  of  the  gambler,  profligacy 
wasted  the  public  treasure.  Such  an  assembly 
could  not  be  expected  to  remember  the  national 
verdict  recorded  against  the  national  bank,  nor  that 
this  verdict  was  mainly  pronounced  from  the  ballot 
boxes  of  Pennsylvania.  Such  an  assembly  would 
naturally  search  for  modes  of  keenly  wounding  our 
democracy,  and  they  found  the  keenest  in  the  en- 
actment of  the  chatter.  Such  an  assembly,  in  the 
conscious  absence  of  all  merit,  would  sordidly  strive 
to  protect  themselves  from  the  effects  of  popular 
indignation,  by  cowering  under  the  wing  of  some 
irresponsible  and  bountiful  power,  and  they  tender- 
ed their  homage  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  “calamity,”  gentlemen,  is  the  more  poignant, 
because  we  couid  and  should  have  avoided  it  by 
concentrating  against  tije  common  foe  the  assaults 
we  made  upon  each  other. 

The  legislature,  though  a minority  one,  was  con- 
stitutional; though  unwise  and  inveterate,  bad  in 
its  views  and  worse  in  its  motives,  its  enactments 
challenge  our  obedience,  and  as  good  citizens,  we 
must  submit  to  their  operation  until  they  are  regu- 
larly annulled.  Did  the  act  of  incorporation  im- 
port nothing  more  than  an  ordinary  law,  a body 
competent  to  make,  could  repeal  it,  and  the  “ap- 
propriate remedy”  might  be  found  in  the  suffrages 
of  a reforming  people.  At  the  worst,  the  evil  would 
be  short-lived.  But  it  is  essentially  a contract, 
made  by  at  least  our  nominal  representatives  with 
numerous  persons,  nine-tenths  of  whom  are  stran- 
gers to  our  soil,  and  each  ot  whom  contributed,  in 
the  payment  of  the  bonus,  some  portion  of  his  pri- 
vate property  in  execution  of  his  share  of  its  stipu- 
lations. Like  every  other  contract,  it  has  not  less 
than  two  parties,  and,  being  in  operation,  the  con- 
sent of  both  is  necessary  to  change  or  cancel  it;  the 
rights  which  it  imparted  are  now  absolutely  vested; 
and  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  prohibits 
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any  state  from  passing  a law  impairing  the  obliga- 
tion of  a contract.  Such,  in  brief  ami  substantial- 
ly, is  the  argument  in  protection  of  the  existing 
charter.  We  must  understand  and  appreciate  its 
full  force  in  order  to  meet  it  advisedly  and  effectu- 
ally. 

I am  aware  that  speculative  writers  deny  the 
competency  of  one  legislature  to  impair  the  power 
of  its  successor,  or  to  grant  away  a franchise  which 
may  not  be  recalled  at  discretion:  but  however  in- 
genious and  plausible  such  a position  may  be  made 
to  appear  on  paper,  it  is  repelled  by  all  history  and 
all  practice.  Every  session  of  our  own  general 
assembly  ever  convened,  has  acted  irreconcilably 
with  such  a doctrine.  The  case  is  one  in  which 
recourse  to  an  extreme  theory,  ever  so  captivating, 
would  be  unwise. 

I am  also  aware  of  the  reasoning  which  appeals 
to  the  first  paragraph  of  the  tenth  section.  Article 
I,  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  declar- 
ing, among  other  things,  that  “no  state  shall  emit 
bills  of  credit,”  and  which,  on  that  prohibition  dis- 
putes the  competency  of  any  state  to  empower  a 
creature  of  its  own,  a bank,  to  do  what  it  cannot 
perform  itself,  to  issue  notes.  This  is  not  a novel 
suggestion.  Many  years  ago,  the  point  was  made 
and  examined  before  the  highest  judicial  tribunal 
of  one  of  the  most  enlightened  members  of  the  con- 
federacy, and  it  was  then  settled  that  the  bills  of 
credit  denounced  by  the  constitution,  were  those 
for  the  payment  of  which  the  faith  of  the  state  only 
is  pledged:  such  as  were  profusely  emitted  during 
the  life-struggle  of  the  revolution — and  that  ordi- 
nary notes  drawn  on  the  credit  of  a particular  fund, 
like  the  capital  of  a bank,  are  not  within  the  con- 
stitutional meaning.  This  decision  has,  I believe, 
received  very  general,  if  not  universal,  acquies- 
ence.  All  the  legislatures  of  all  the  states,  our  own 
most  democratic  ones,  have  conformed  to  its  prin- 
ciples. 

I am  aware,  also,  of  the  natural  and  prevailing 
impression  that  the  next  general  assembly  might  be 
called  upon  to  pronounce  the  incorporating  act  null 
and  void,  and  to  provide  criminal  sanctions  against 
any  attempt  to  exercise  its  faculties,  on  the  ground 
of  its  having  been  fraudulently,  surreptitiously  and 
corruptly  obtained.  Such  a movement,  it  is  true, 
has  a precedent  on  the  legislative  files,  placed  there 
and  vehemently  urged  by  the  very  man  who  sprung 
the  charter  from  his  pocket  upon  an  unwarned  and 
unwary  community.  The  source  of  the  precedent 
is  enough  to  destroy  all  confidence  in  its  value.  It 
violates  fixed  maxims;  making  declamation  equi- 
valent to  proof;  forfeiting  private  property,  and 
passing  sentence  of  infamy  without  judicial  trial. 
We  must  not  debase  our  pursuit  by  any  such  hypo- 
critical pageantry  and  summary  injustice.  But 
could  we  be  reconciled  to  the  attempt  by  reflecting 
on  the  provocation,  what  would  be  its  sure  result? 
An  executive  veto,  unreversed  by  two-thirds  in 
each  branch;  governor  Ritner  refusing  his  signa- 
ture to  his  own  condemnation;  and  I presume  you 
are  hardly  charitable  enough  to  anticipate  that  sud- 
den and  adequate  reformation  or  repentance,  in  the 
senate,  which  would  act  in  his  defiance. 

What  then,  you  will  say,  is  to  be  done?  Is  the 
“ calamity ” to  be  patiently  endured  during  the  al- 
lotted term  of  thirty  years?  Are  the  people  of 
Pennsylvania  conscious  of  a heavy  wrong,  so 
shackled  as  to  be  unable  to  throw  it  off?  No,  gen- 
tlemen, not  so.  I have  adverted  to  a few  of  the 
projects  afloat,  to  show  you  what  I conceive  to  be 
their  peculiar  weakness:  but  there  is  one  behind, 
one  at  this  time  providentially  in  reach  of  your  bal- 
lots, liable  to  no  reproach  or  embarrassment,  a frank, 
generous,  and  lofty  proceeding,  whose  real  dignity 
and  impressiveness  are  commensurate  with  the 
magnitude  of  the  occasion. 

Several  months  before  the  plan  to  rekindle  the 
spent  volcano  was  started,  our  citizens  had  pro- 
claimed their  determination  to  resume  the  delegated 
powers  of  government,  to  reconstruct  the  social  and 
political  edifice,  and,  as  it  were,  to  begin  afresh 
with  all  the  lights  and  all  the  improvements  of  ex- 
perience. Of  this,  the  whole  world  had  ample  no- 
tice. The  legislative  act  to  provide  for  calling  a 
convention,  bore  date  the  14th  of  April,  1835,  and 
was  immediately  promulgated.  The  seal  of  popu- 
lar decision  was  definitively  affixed  to  the  move- 
ment by  the  elective  franchise,  on  the  second  Tues- 
day of  October,  1835.  From  that  period,  they  who 
accepted,  upon  any  terms,  a grant  of  any  portion  of 
the  powers  of  the  people,  social  or  political,  and 
especially  a grant  of  such  enormous  and  prolonged 
powers  as  are  transferred  in  the  charter — powers, 
the  loss  of  which  enfeebles  the  people,  and  the  use 
of  which  makes  the  corporation  their  competitor  in 
sovereignty — accepted  them  in  fraud  of  the  con- 
templated convention,  or  subject  to  the  reclamation 
of  that  body.  The  principle  is  one  of  acknowledg- 
ed  and  universal  justice.  It  is  of  daily  application 


in  determining  controversies  between  individuals, 
and  only  acquires  greater  weight  as  it  enters  a 
higher  sphere.  The  design  to  eifect  vast  and  vital 
changes  by  the  convention  was  avowed  and  noto- 
rious; perhaps  none  floated  more  conspicuously  upon 
the  surge  of  public  sentiment  and  sanction,  than  a 
restriction,  if  not  a total  denial,  of  the  legislative 
competency  to  create  monopolies;  and  yet!  between 
the  first  great  step  to  attain  this  object  and  its 
achievement,  a phalanx  rush  into  the  capitol,  in 
advance  of  the  convention,  snatch  up  a mass  of 
privileges  far  surpassing  all  the  pre-existing  ones 
combined,  and  hope,  by  this  stolen  march,  to  defeat 
a primary  and  known  purpose  of  the  people  ! It 
may  not,  must  not  be.  No  law,  human  or  divine, 
no  maxim  of  expediency  or  right,  forbids  us  to  re- 
claim the  plunder. 

A convention  is  the  provided  machinery  of  peace- 
ful revolution.  It  is  the  civilized  substitute  for  in- 
testine war;  the  American  mode  of  carrying  out 
the  will  of  the  majority;  “the  unalienable  and  inde- 
feasible right  to  alter,  reform,  or  abolish  their  go- 
vernment, in  such  manner  as  they  may  think  pro- 
per.” When  ours  shall  assemble,  it  will  possess, 
within  the  territory  of  Pennsylvania,  every  attribute 
of  absolute  sovereignty,  except  such  as  may  have 
been  yielded  and  are  embodied  in  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States.  What  may  it  not  do?  It  may 
reorganize  our  entire  system  of  social  existence, 
terminating  and  proscribing  what  is  deemed  inju- 
rious, and  establishing  what  is  preferred.  It  might 
restore  the  institution  of  slavery  among  us;  it  might 
make  our  penal  code  as  bloody  as  that  of  Draco;  it 
might  withdraw  the  charters  of  the  cities;  it  might 
supersede  a standing  judiciary  by  a scheme  of  oc- 
casional arbitration  and  umpirage;  it  might  prohibit 
particular  professions  or  trades;  it  might  perma- 
nently suspend  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  and  take  from  us  (as  our  late  general  assem- 
bly made  an  entering  wedge  to  do)  the  trial  by 
jury.  These  are  fearful  matters,  of  which  intelli- 

Fent  and  virtuous  freemen  can  never  be  guilty;  and 
mention  them  merely  as  illustrations  of  the  inhe- 
rent and  almost  boundless  power  of  a convention. 
The  only  effective  limits  to  its  authority  are  the 
broad  and  unchangeable  rules  of  justice  and  of 
truth;  and  these,  I have  already  shown,  do  not  hedge 
around  the  charter. 

There  are  other  considerations  which  recommend 
the  convention  strongly  to  my  mind,  as  the  best 
source  whence  to  derive  a “remedy.”  It  is  as  yet 
an  unselected  tribunal.  The  partizans  of  the  bank 
have  an  equal  opportunity  with  its  opponents  to 
test,  in  direct  reference  to  that  question,  the  sense 
of  our  community.  Their  new  apportionment  bill 
may  have  been  manufactured  in  order  to  augment 
their  chances;  no  matter — be  it  so.  Do  they  claim 
the  charter  as  a legitimate  offspring  of  improved 
intelligence  and  of  the  general  will — we  invite 
them  to  the  proof,  and  tender,  even  on  their  own 
terms  of  trial,  the  most  unerring  ordeal.  They 
cannot  shrink  from  it,  without  a virtual  confession 
of  rapine,  and  they  should  not  be  allowed  to  evade 
its  judgment.  There  is,  from  the  nature  of  our  in- 
stitutions, one  last  peaceable  resort,  one  conclusive 
expedient,  for  the  development  and  pronunciation 
of  sovereign  pleasure: — the  election  of  delegates  to 
the  convention  in  November  next  is  the  appointed 
and  impartial  means  for  such  an  appeal: — let  us  un- 
hesitatingly abide  the  issue,  and  let  the  giants  of 
monopoly  look  to  it. 

Besides,  in  a measure  of  so  much  impression, 
and  in  which,  as  is  known,  so  many  absent  strang- 
ers are  interested,  we  owe  it  to  the  commonwealth 
and  to  the  democracy  of  the  union,  to  characterize 
it  by  such  fairness,  elevation  and  form  as  will  sa- 
tisfy the  world.  The  edict  of  a convention  can 
never  be  esteemed  other  than  as  the  deliberate  ad- 
judication of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania.  It  will 
not  be  obnoxious  to  the  imputation  of  haste,  or 
party  distemper.  It  will  attest  the  convictions  of 
a staid  community,  that  the  charter  is  a fraud  upon 
their  rights,  was  sought  for  and  yielded  against  their 
known  will,  and  cannot,  without  a degrading  sur- 
render of  unalienable  and  indefeasible  power,  be 
permitted  to  endure.  It  will  be  entitled  to  “fall 
faith  and  credit”  wherever  heard  of  or  received.  It 
will  bear  within  itself,  like  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, incontestible  evidence  of  its  own  justice 
and  necessity.  All  men  will  acknowledge  its  im- 
pressive solemnity;  republicans  every  where  will 
exult  in  it  and  be  proud. 

The  fiat,  too,  once  issued,  will  be  irreversible. 
Whatever  jurisdiction  might  be  claimed  by  the  fed- 
eral judiciary  upon  a law  of  repeal  enacted  by  the 
general  assembly,  none  could  be  pretended  as  to  an 
organic  institute  of  sovereignty.  Indeed,  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  United  States  will  be  less  apt 
lereafter  than  heretofore  to  construe  away  the  in- 
dependent capacities  of  the  several  states.  It  is  a 
remarkable  fact  as  to  the  tribunal,  so  little  exposed 


to  change,  that  president  Jackson,  as  if  destined 
not  merely  to  inculcate  but  to  secure  state  rights, 
has  appointed,  during  his  term  of  olfice,  five  of  its 
seven  incumbents.  So  large  and  so  fresh  an  infu- 
sion of  federative  democracy  exacts  a revival  of 
confidence  throughout  the  nation. 

It  does  not  become  me  to  intimate  the  details  by 
which  the  convention  may  enforce  the  fulfilment  of 
its  will.  They  cannot  fail  to  occur,  when  the  deci- 
sion shall  be  fixed, — and  although  the  subject  is  one 
on  which  I could  not  be  more  concise,  1 fear  that  I 
have  long  since  exhausted  your  welcome  and  your 
patiencer  Permit  me,  therefore,  to  conclude  by  a 
single  additional  suggestion. 

The  commonwealth  should  pay  back  every  cent 
of  the  bonus  it  has  received.  To  which  end,  our 
share  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  United  States, 
estimated  at  more  than  two  millions  of  dollars,  can 
be  appropriated  as  soon  as  obtained: — and  the  rest, 
if  any,  be  made  payable  to  the  agents  or  trustees  of 
the  extinguished  corporation  in  convenient  annual 
instalments,  or  in  certificates  of  a state  stock  bear- 
ing a fair  rate  of  interest.  My  wish  would  be  to 
leave  untarnished  by  doubt  or  suspicion  the  abso- 
lute integrity  of  the  proceeding:  to  treat  the  money 
price  of  freedom  and  political  power  with  the  con- 
tempt which  every  virtuous  citizen  must  feel  for  it: 
and  to  show  that  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  unde- 
based  by  the  love  of  gold,  and  inaccessible  to  the 
approaches  of  corruption,  reject  with  equal  decision 
the  bank  and  its  bribe. 

I am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  fellow- 
democrat  and  friend,  G.  M.  DALLAS. 

To  Samuel  Sutterlee,  S.  Salisbury,  Abraham  Jones, 
Ab’m  Wood,  Abiram.  Pierce,  Peleg  Peck,  Joel 
Allen,  William  Wilkinson,  and  T.  M.  Beach — 
Committee  of  correspondence. 

LETTER  FROM  GENERAL  JACKSON. 
The  following  letter  was  addressed,  by  general 
Jackson  to  certain  citizens  of  Bedford  county, 
Tenn.  in  reply  to  a letter  from  a committee  of  that 
county  expressing  their  approbation  of  his  adminis- 
tration, and  inviting  him  to  partake  of  a public  din- 
ner. 

Near  Nashville,  August  20,  1836. 
Gentlemen:  I have  the  pleasure  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  16th  inst. 
conveying  the  proceedings  of  a public  meeting  of 
my  fellow  citizens  of  Bedford  county,  and  convey- 
ing to  me  the  sentiments  of  respect  which  they  en- 
tertain for  me  personally;  and  more  particularly 
an  expression  of  their  entire,  full  and  cordial  appro- 
bation of  the  measures  of  my  administration,  and  ten- 
dering to  me  a public  dinner,  to  be  given  at  Shel- 
byville,  at  such  time  during  my  visit  to  the  state  as 
may  suit  my  convenience. 

Nothing  could  be  more  agreeable  to  me  than  to 
meet  my  fellow  citizens  of  Bedford,  many  of  whom 
were  my  early  friends  and  companions  in  aims, 
when  we  were  called  to  defend  our  common  coun- 
try; but  having  visited  my  residence  on  private 
business,  wrhich  must  necessarily  occupy  my  atten- 
tion, and  being  under  obligations  of  public  duty  to 
be  at  Washington  early  in  October,  I shall  be  de- 
prived of  the  satisfaction  of  accepting  their  kind 
invitation. 

Under  present  circumstances,  when  many  of  the 
opposition  disclaim,  and  every  opposition  press  in 
the  state  are  loading  me  with  unmerited  abuse  and 
calumny,  I cannot  refrain  from  the  expression  of 
the  high  gratification  which  I feel,  on  receiving 
from  those  who  have  so  long  known  me,  the  unso- 
licited expression  of  their  entire,  full  and  cordial 
approbation  of  my  public  acts,  and  especially  of  my 
administration  of  the  government.  Such  a mark 
of  approbation  as  you  have  conveyed  to  me  on  this 
occasion,  fills  me  with  those  sentiments  of  grati- 
tude which  language  cannot  fully  express. 

We  live,  fellow  citizens,  in  evil  times,  when  po- 
litical apostacy  becomes  frequent;  when  public  men 
abandon  principle,  their  former  party  attachments 
and  associations,  and  for  selfish  end3  and  aggran- 
dizement, are  attempting  to  undermine  our  republi- 
can system;  and  by  throwing  themselves  into  the 
arms  of  those  entertaining  opposite  opinions,  to  de- 
stroy the  great  and  fundamental  principles  upon 
which  the  government,  formed  by  the  people  for 
their  own  prosperity  and  happiness,  has  been  here- 
tofore successfully  administered. 

The  vigilance  of  the  people,  who  possess  the 
sovereign  power,  can  alone  crush  this  danger,  by 
selecting  public  agents,  who  will  carry  out  the 
principles  which  you  have  so  fully  approved  in  my 
administration. 

The  people  alone  control  the  means  by  which 
our  liberties,  our  glorious  union  and  republican 
form  of  government,  can  be  preserved  and  perpetu- 
ated. The  rising  generation  looks  to  you,  as  you 
have  done  to  your  fathers,  to  hand  down  to  them 
unimpaired,  the  free  institutions  they  established. 
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I beg  you  to  convey  to  the  citizens  of  Bedford 
this  asssurance  of  my  deep  regret,  that  it  will  not 
be  in  my  power  to  visit  them  on  this  occasion;  and 
to  offer  them  an  expression  of  my  best  wishes  for 
their  prosperity  and  happiness.  I am  very  truly, 
yo)ur  obedient  servant,  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

To  Wm.  Gilchrist  and  others,  committee. 


LETTER  FROM  GEN.  HARRISON. 

General  Harrison  passed  through  Staunton,  Ya. 
a few  days  since,  and  received  an  invitation  from  a 
committee  of  the  citizens  of  Staunton  anS  Augus- 
ta to  attend  a public  dinner,  to  which  he  returned 
the  following  answer: 

Staunton,  Va.  Sept.  3,  1836. 

Gentlemen:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  date. 

In  the  prosecution  of  a journey  to  visit  some  near 
and  dear  relations  who  reside  in  the  centre  and  eas- 
tern counties  of  this  state,  and  being  limited  in  the 
time  which  I have  necessarily  assigned  for  its  com- 
pletion, and  my  return  to  Ohio,  I could  not,  with- 
out considerable  inconvenience,  and  indeed  giving 
up  a part  of  my  contemplated  route,  remain  here 
long  enough  to  give  time  to  make  the  arrangements 
for  the  public  dinner  which  you  have  tendered  me 
on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Staunton  and  Augusta 
counties.  But  I must  beg  you  to  believe,  gentle- 
men, that  neither  the  personal  inconvenience  to 
which  my  remaining  would  subject  me,  nor  even 
the  disappointment  which  it  might  occasion  in 
meeting  with  some  of  my  relations  whom  I have 
not  seen  for  many  years,  would  prevent  me  from 
acceding  to  the  wishes  of  the  citizens  whom  you 
represent,  and  to  whom  I am  already  so  deeply  in- 
debted, if  it  were  not  opposed  by  other  considera- 
tions, arising  from  the  position  in  which  I at  pre- 
sent stand  before  the  American  people,  and  which, 
from  the  view  I have  taken  of  the  obligations  it 
it  imposes,  I am  not  permitted  to  disregard. 

Whether  the  conclusions  to  which  I have  arrived 
in'my  consideration  of  this  matter  are  correct  or 
not,  it  is  now  out  of  my  power  to  alter  the  course 
of  conduct  which  they  indicated,  as  I have  upon 
several  recent  occasions,  under  their  influence,  de- 
clined invitations  of  a similar  character. 

Thus  situated,  my  fellow  citizens  of  Augusta 
county,  will,  I trust,  see  in  my  declining  their  in- 
vitation, no  want  of  respect,  no  deficiency  of  gra- 
titude lor  the  present  or  the  former  distinguished 
honor  which  they  conferred  upon  me. 

To  yourselves  individually,  gentlemen,  I must 
ask  leave  to  say  that  nothing  could  be  more  grati- 
fying to  my  feelings  than  the  terms  you  have  been 
pleased  to  use  in  the  address  which  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  present.  Your  designation  of  the  kind  of 
reception  which  was  to  be  given  to  me  at  the  pro- 
posed dinner  is  particularly  acceptable.  “A  Vir- 
ginia welcome ” has  ever  been  associated  in  my 
mind  as  it  every  where  is,  with  every  thing  that  we 
admire  in  hospitality,  or  that  delights  us  in  social 
intercourse — all  that  the  heart  can  enjoy  at  the  fes- 
tive board,  which  the  judgment  will  not  condemn. 
Accept,  gentlemen,  the  assurances  of  my  warmest 
regard.  WM.  H.  HARRISON. 

To  L.  Waddell,  W.  H.  Allen,  N.  C.  Kinney,  James 
Bell,  D.  W.  Patterson,  R.  L.  Cooke,  A.  H.  H. 
Stuart,  esqrs.  committee  on  behalf  of  the  citizens 
of  Staunton  and  Augusta  county. 


LETTER  FROM  JUDGE  WHITE. 

In  another  page  we  have  published  judge  White’s 
reply  to  the  queries  of  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  of 
Kentucky.  The  following  extract  of  a letter  from 
judge  White,  dated  Knoxville,  Tenn.  Aug.  22, 
throws  additional  light  upon  the  subject. 

“So  far  as  I am  capable  of  understanding  my  own 
political  opinions,  they  conform  to  the  true  Jefler- 
sonian  creed. 

“I  am  for  limiting  executive  patronage,  so  that 
no  officer  holding  his  office  at  the  will  of  the  presi- 
dent can  be  displaced  because  he  will  not  conform 
to  the  president’s  wishes  in  elections. 

“It  ought  to  be  made  a high  offence  in  office 
holders  to  use  their  official  station  with  a view  to 
influence  the  votes  of  electors. 

“It  is,  and  ought  to  be,  considered  a high  politi- 
cal offence  in  a chief  magistrate  to  use  any  of  the 
powers  conferred  upon  him  by  his  station,  for  the 
purpose  of  influencing  public  opinion  in  the  choice 
of  his  successor,  or  in  the  choice  of  members  to 
either  house  of  congress. 

“I  am  for  such  a construction  of  the  constitution 
as  will  prevent  congress  and  the  president  from 
exercising  any  power  not  expressly  granted,  or 
which  is  not  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into 
effect  some  one  of  those  powers  which  are  express- 
ly granted. 

“I  am  against  imposing  or  continuing  any  tax, 
direct  or  indirect,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  mo- 


ney into  the  treasury;  but  when  there  is  an  accu- 
mulation beyond  the  wants  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment, I am  for  distributing  such  surplus,  ratably, 
among  the  states;  and  if  the  constitution  does  not 
now  authorise  such  distribution,  I am  for  so  amend- 
ing it  that  such  power  will  be  conferred. 

“Now,  sir,  let  the  friends  of  the  administration 
put  down  their  creed,  and  if  it  differs  from  mine  in 
any  thing  material,  they,  and  not  I,  will  be  found 
on’ the  federal  side. 

“On  the  principles  I have  ever  avowed  I have 
honestly  endeavored  to  act;  and  if  in  any  instance  I 
have  deviated,  it  was  unintentional,  and  I am  not 
aware  of  it.  Those  principles  are  the  same  on 
which  the  president  came  into  power,  and  if  we 
are  not  now  together,  the  change  has  not  been  with 
me.” 


JUDGE  WHITE’S  OPINIONS. 

Washington  city,  April  7,  1836. 

Sir:  I consider  it  the  right  of  every  citizen  of  the 
United  States  to  ask  and  demand,  and  to  be  fully 
informed  of  the  political  principles  and  opinions  of 
those  who  are  candidates  for  the  various  offices  in 
the  gift  of  the  people,  and  the  imperious  duty  of  the 
candidate  to  frankly  and  fully  avow  and  disclose  the 
opinions  which  he  entertains. 

I therefore,  as  a voter,  a citizen  and  an  indivi- 
dual, feeling  a deep  and  abiding  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare and  prosperity  of  our  common  country,  and  an 
ardent  desire  to  see  the  perpetuity  of  our  free  and 
happy  form  of  government,  take  the  liberty  of  ask- 
ing you  to  give  me  your  opinion  and  views  on  the 
following  subjects: 

1st.  Will  you  (if  elected  president  of  the  United 
States)  sign  and  approve  a bill,  distributing  the  sur- 
plus revenue  of  the  United  States,  to  each  state  ac- 
cording to  the  federal  population  of  each,  for  inter- 
nal improvements,  education  and  to  such  other  ob- 
jects as  the  legislature  of  the  several  states  may  see 
fit  to  apply  the  same? 

2d.  Will  you  sign  and  approve  a bill  distributing 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  to  each 
state,  according  to  the  federal  population  of  each, 
for  the  purposes  above  specified? 

3d.  Will  you  sign  and  approve  bills  making  ap- 
propriations to  improve  navigable  streams  above 
ports  of  entry? 

4th.  Will  you  sign  and  approve,  (if  it  becomes  ne- 
sessary  to  secure  and  save  from  depreciation  the  re- 
venue and  finances  of  the  nation,  and  to  afford  a uni- 
form sound  currency  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States)  a bill  (with  proper  modifications  and  re- 
strictions) chartering  a bank  of  the  United  States? 

5th.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  constitutional 
power  of  the  senate  or  house  of  representatives  of 
the  congress  of  the  United  States  to  expunge  or 
obliterate  from  the  journals  the  records  and  proceed- 
ings of  a previous  session. 

A frank,  plain  and  full  answer,  to  the  foregoing 
inquiries  is  respectfully  solicited. 

Your  answer  is  desired  as  soon  as  possible.  I in- 
tend this  and  your  answer  for  publication. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  and  hum- 
ble servant,  SHERROD  WILLIAMS. 

Hon.  Hugh  L.  White. 

Washington,  July  2,  1836. 
Dear  sir:  Soon  afteij  its  date  your  letter  of  the 
7th  April  last  was  received.  I then  believed  that, 
during  the  session  of  congress,  opportunities  would 
be  presented  of  expressing  my  opinions  upon  some, 
if  not  upon  all  the  questions  propounded;  and  that 
those  thus  expressed  would  be  more  satisfactory 
than  any  which  could  be  given  in  a letter  of  rea- 
sonable length. 

Let  this  be  my  apology  for  not  giving  you  an  ear- 
lier answer.  Upon  the  first  and  second  questions 
presented,  I took  occasion  to  express  my  senti- 
ments, when  the  bill  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  was  under  considera- 
tion in  the  senate;  and  my  views  in  relation  to  the 
power  of  the  two  houses  over  their  journals,  were 
given,  when  considering  a resolution  presented  by 
myself,  to  rescind  the  one . adopted  on  the  28th 
March,  1834.  Herewith  you  will  receive  copies  of 
the  substance  of  my  remarks  on  those  occasions. 

Upon  the  powers  of  the  federal  government  to 
charter  a bank,  my  opinion  has  been  so  often  ex- 
pressed, publicly  and  privately,  that  I content  my- 
self with  saying  it  remains  unchanged.  I do  not 
believe  congress  has  the  power  to  charter  one,  to 
exercise  its  corporate  powers  within  the  states,  and 
upon  that  opinion  1 must  continue  always  to  act, 
until  I can  be  satisfied  I am  in  error. 

The  only  remaining  question  is,  whether  I would 
approve  and  sign  a bill  to  improve  a navigable  river, 
or  stream,  above  a port  of  entry. 

I am  one  of  those  who  deny  that  congress  has  the 
power  to  adopt  and  carry  out  a system  of  internal 


improvement,  by  constructing  roads  and  canals 
within  the  states.  In  relation  to  navigable  streams 
running  through  them,  congress  has  the  power  to 
regulate  trade  among  the  states,  and  this,  I think, 
confers  the  power  to  establish  ports  of  entry  upon 
those  streams,  wherever  the  course  of  trade  may  re- 
quire, exactly  to  the  same  extent  that  it  has  the 
power  to  establish  them  on  the  sea  coast,  in  virtue 
of  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  na- 
tions. Whenever  the  port  of  entry  is  established  on 
a navigable  stream,  for  the  purpose  of  regulating 
trade,  I cannot  perceive  any  reason  for  a distinction 
in  the  power  of  congress  over  the  stream,  above  or 
below  the  port  of  entry. 

Although  I admit  the  power  of  congress  to  estab- 
lish ports  of  entry  on  our  navigable  streams  for  such 
purpose,  yet  I deny  that,  under  the  pretence  of  ex- 
ercising that  power,  there  is  any  right  to  commence, 
or  carry  on  a system  of  constructing  harbors  or  clear- 
ing out  rivers  at  pleasure. 

By  its  own  legislation  congress  cannot  enlarge  its 
own  powers.  If,  under  the  pretence  of  regulating 
trade  among  the  states,  we  grant  that  congress  may 
commence  and  carry  on  a system  of  clearing  out 
streams,  and  of  constructing  harbors  within  the  states, 
merely  at  discretion,  it  appears  to  me  we  sanction 
a fraud  on  the  constitution;  and  that  the  exercise 
of  such  a power  will  soon  operate  so  partially  and 
unjustly,  that  the  states  cannot  and  will  not  long 
submit  to  its  exercise. 

Congress  may  do  whatever  the  course  of  trade 
among  the  states  requires,  to  regulate  it  fairly;  but 
under  a pretence  of  regulating  itj  is  not  at  liberty  to 
apply  the  funds  of  the  nation  to  improvements  in 
some  states,  to  the  destruction  of  the  interests  and 
the  annihilation  of  the  trade  of  others. 

I am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
HUGH  L.  WHITE. 
The  hon.  Sherrod  Williams. 


MR.  TYLER  AND  SLAVERY  IN  THE  DIS- 
TRICT OF  COLUMBIA. 

Gloucester,  Sept.  4,  1S36. 

To  the  editors  of  the  Whig. 

Gentlemen:  An  absence  from  home  for  several 
days  past,  which  did  not  terminate  until  to-day,  has 
prevented  an  earlier  compliance  with  the  request 
addressed  to  me  in  the  Whig  of  last  Friday  week. 
The  paper  which  you  call  for  is  now  forwarded.  It 
was  prepared  in  anticipation  of  a reference  of  the 
petitions  and  memorials  praying,  the  abolition  of 
slavery  within  the  District  of  Columbia  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  District,  of  which  I had  the  bonor.to 
be  the  chairman;  and  from  a belief  on  my  part,  that 
if  such  reference  took  place,  the  country  would  ex- 
pect a prompt  and  decisive  action  on  the  part  of  the 
committee.  No  such  action,  however,  took  place, 
and  I filed  away  the  intended  report  among  my 
other  papers  on  leaving  Washington.  I am  pleas- 
ed that  I did  so,  since  it  will  make  known  to  the 
country  my  opinions  on  a subject  more  deeply  in- 
teresting to  the  union,  than  any  other  ever  agitated 
in  my  day.  The  resolutions  which  I offered  to  the 
senate  are  strictly  deducible  from  the  reasoning  of 
the  report.  The  sacredness  of  private  property, 
from  the  arbitrary  powers  of  the  government  is 
therein  maintained,  and  the  unconstitutionality  of 
any  proceeding  violating  that  sanctity,  I think,  de- 
monstrated. 

I confess  that  I have  not  been  a little  surprised 
at  the  commentary  made  on  my  first  resolution  by 
Mr.  Claiborne  of  Mississippi  and  Mr.  Pinckney  of 
South  Carolina.  For  those  gentlemen.  I have  very 
high  respect,  both  for  their  moral  and  intellectual 
worth.  How  they  could  have  reconciled  it  to  any 
principle  of  sound  construction,  to  have  declared 
that  I had  asserted  the  doctrine  by  and  through  that 
resolution,  that  congress,  on  an  application  of  the 
people  of  the  District,  had  a right  to  abolish  slavery 
within  the  District,  is  to  my  mind  passing  strange. 
The  resolution  is  as  applicable  to  one  sort  of  pro- 
perty as  another,  and  the  control  over  all  property 
is  by  it,  in  substance,  declared  to  bo  in  the  oioners 
exclusively  not  in  the  people — a majority  of  whom 
may  neither  own  houses,  lands  or  slaves — but  in  the 
owners,  and  none  but  the  owners.  The  phraseology 
of  the  resolution  was  adopted  on  full  consideration, 
and  after  mature  deliberation — and  if  it  be  weak 
and  puerile,  as  has  been  declared,  to  say  that  no 
man  or  set  of  men,  and  that  no  government  on 
earth,  has  a right  to  touch  my  property  without  my 
consent,  I am  ready,  nevertheless,  to  seek  shelter 
behind  it  for  nje  and  mine,  as  a bulwark  of  strength 
sufficient  to  protect  my  property  from  lawless  inva- 
sion. 

I omit  all  notice  of  the  fact  that  the  second  and 
third  resolutions  have  been  passed  over  by  my  com- 
mentators without  notice.  The  editor  of  the  En- 
quirer must  be  ignorant  of  their  existence.  I send 
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you  the  page  of  the  journal  which  contains  them, 
and  request  you  to  publish  them  in  your  paper. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant,  JOHN  TYLER. 

The  committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  to 
which  were  referred  certain  petitions  and  memo- 
rials praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  have  had  the  same  under  considera- 
tion, and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 
That,  in  tne  examination  of  the  highly  interest- 
ing and  momentous  question  presented  by  the  peti- 
tioners, the  committee  have  neither  deemed  it  ne- 
cessary or  becoming  to  impugn  their  motives;  on 
the  contrary,  they  have  felt  every  disposition  to 
concede  to  them  intentions  humane  and  philanthro- 
pic, however  erroneous  and  mistaken.  It  often 
happens  that  altars  erected  to  benevolence  become 
places  of  bloody  sacrifice,  and  that,  from  the  short- 
sightedness of  man,  the  results  of  his  policy  un- 
fold themselves  as  if  in  mockery  of  his  vanity 
and  pride.  History  is  replete  with  evidence  of  the 
truth  of  this  remark.  It  may  be  said  with  much 
force  that  man  lives  but  to  err.  His  judgment,  im- 

Eerfect  in  itself,  is  constantly  subject  to  he  warped 
y the  passions,  and  his  passions,  most  frequently 
the  effect  of  involuntary  impulses,  serve  to  veil  the 
future  from  his  vision,  and  to  lead  him  into  dangers 
of  which  he  only  becomes  conscious  when  escape 
from  them  is  no  longer  possible.  Take  one  exam- 
ple, for  the  sake  of  illustration:  Our  duty  to  our 
Creator  is  the  highest  of  all;  in  fact,  it  encircles  all 
other  duties;  nothing  can,  therefore,  be  more  im 
portant  to  the  human  family  than  the  inculcation  of 
religious  sentiments.  Under  the  persuasion  of  this, 
the  ardent  and  enthusiastic  have,  in  all  ages,  re- 
sorted to  expedients  to  enforce  religious  observan- 
ces. In  so  holy  a cause,  and  for  an  end  so  wise 
and  benevolent,  all  and  every  means  have  been  re- 
garded as  justifiable  and  becoming.  Hence  the 
faggot  has  been  lighted,  and  the  fires  of  persecu- 
tion have  blazed,  and  the  altars  erected  to  religion 
have  streamed  with  blood,  and  her  habitations  have 
been  filled  with  sorrow  and  lamentation.  If  we 
would  profit  by  the  lessons  of  the  past,  we  should 
be  saved  from  numberless  evils;  the  present  gene- 
ration would  be  secured  in  its  means  of  happiness 
against  those  fatal  errors  which  have  overthrown 
the  hopes  and  expectations  of  the  generations  which 
have  gone  before  it.  But  such,  unhappily,  is  not 
the  fact.  The  past  has,  for  the  most  part,  existed 
in  vain,  and  we  derive  profit  neither  from  the  wis- 
dom nor  folly  of  those  who  have  gone  before  us 
nor  does  contentment  seem  to  be  a portion  of  our 
nature;  ever  restless,  speculative  and  uneasy,  we 
realize  but  too  often  the  fable  of  the  dog  and  the 
shadow.  For  this,  our  first  great  progenitor  was 
expelled  from  paradise,  and  for  this  the  memorial 
ists,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  would  jeo 
pard  the  peace,  safety  and  happiness  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  and  endanger  their  political 
union — a union  heretofore  so  full  of  blessings,  and 
which  holds  up  to  the  contemplation  of  the  human 
race  a future  replete  alone  with  glory. 

So  far  as  the  question  of  slavery  exists  in  the  se 
veral  states,  the  committee  abstain  from  any  re 
mark.  It  is  a question  to  be  decided  by  each  seve 
rally  and  foi“itself.  Over  it  congress  has  no  con 
trol.  The  plain  recognitions  of  the  fundamental 
law  on  which  the  union  rests  should  place  it  forever 
at  repose.  To  discuss  it  in  congress,  or  to  agitate 
it  in  the  states  where  it  does  not  exist,  produces  no 
good,  can  he  followed  up  by  no  act,  and  serves  no 
other  purpose  than  to  irritate  the  public  mind. 
Such  discussions  can  only  arise  from  losing  sight  of 
the  fact  that  the  union  rests  solely  on  compact  be- 
tween equals,  and  that  powers  not  ceded  bv  all  for 
the  advantage  of  all  remain  in  full  and  undisputed 
right  and  sovereignty  to  each,  severally  and  respec- 
tively. It  would  as  well  comport  with  good  sense 
for  the  people  of  any  one  of  those  states  to  set 
themselves  deliberately  to  work  to  discuss  the  pro- 
priety of  any  one  of  the  police  laws  of  England 
France,  or  other  foreign  country,  and  set  about  the 
task  of  accomplishing  its  change,  as  for  them  to 
undertake  the  task  of  reform  in  regard  to  one  of 
their  neighbors  of  the  American  union.  This  dis 
position  to  interfere  with  the  concerns  of  other: 
disturbs  the  peace  of  neighborhoods  in  the  walks  o 
private  life,  and  it  would  be  strange  if  its  fruits 
were  less  bitter  when  applicable  to  separate  and 
distinct  communities.  The  petitioners  confine  the 
prayer  of  their  memorials  to  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  upon  a supposed  differ- 
ence existing  between  the  District  and  the  several 
states;  and  the  committee  will  now  proceed,  with 
as  much  brevity  as  possible,  to  an  investigation 
this  branch  of  the  subject. 

That  portiorf  of  territory  constituting  the  present 
District  of  Columbia  was,  at  the  time  of  the  adop 


and  parcel  of  the  states  of  Maryland  and  Virginia. 
Their  citizens  were  represented  in  the  convention 
which  framed,  and  the  conventions  of  those  two 
states  which  adopted  that  constitution.  They  adopt- 
ed it  in  common  with  their  fellow  citizens.  Its 
provisions  were,  and  still  continue  to  be,  as  appli- 
cable to  them  as  to  any  other  portion  of  the  union. 

To  them,  in  cornmo'n  with  all  others,  are  guarantied 
those  great  rights  of  person  and  of  property,  with- 
out which  liberty  cannot  exist.  The  subsequent 
cession  to  the  general  government  by  the  states  of 
Maryland  and  Virginia  was  made  in  express  com- 
pliance with  authority  vested  in  congress  by  that 
constitution.  No  pre-existing  private  right  was 
thereby  abrogated.  No  great  security  of  civil  liberty 
as  either  weakened  or  annulled.  Among  other  re- 
straints imposed  on  government  is  that  which  gua- 
ranties to  the  owner  the  unmolested  enjoyment  of 
irivate  property.  All  foregone  history  had  estab- 
ished  the  fact  that  where  government  was  left  free 
to  deal  with  the  property  of  individuals  at  its  un- 
"mited  will  and  pleasure,  there  was  no  safety,  and 
of  course  no  freedom.  No  matter  what  form  the 
government  might  assume,  whether  monarchical, 
aristocratic  or  democratic,  if  private  property  was 
liable  to  be  seized  upon  under  any  pretext  what- 
ever, at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  rulers,  the  sha- 
dow of  liberty  would  scarcely  remain.  Our  forefa- 
thers manifested  their  wisdom  in  nothing  more  con- 
picuously  than  in  tying  up  the  hands  of  the  govern- 
ment in  this  particular.  They  warred  against  the 
spirit  of  confiscation,  whose  ill  elfects  had  been  so 
often  exhibited  in  the  history  of  the  world.  They 
saw  labelled  on  the  banner  of  tyranny,  “arbitrary 
assessments  and  arbitrary  invasions  of  the  rights  of 
private  property;”  and  they  restrained  the  hands  of 
the  government  which  they  reared,  by  declaring 
that  ‘‘private  property  should  not  be  taken  for  public 
use,  without  fair  remuneration.”  They  define  the 
terms  they  had  employed,  by  also  declaring  that 
the  government  was  one  of  limited  powers,  which 
powers  arose  under  specific  grants,  and  were  given 
for  specified  ends.  To  test,  therefore,  whether  go- 
vernment rightfully  or  wrongfully  lays  its  hands  on 
the  property  of  individuals,  the  question  evermore 
recurs,  to  what  defined  end  is  it  proposed  to  apply 
it?  And  if  it  be  not  found  necessary  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  any  granted  power,  the  action  of  go- 
vernment can  justly  be  regarded  in  no  other  light 
than  as  tyrannical  and  unauthorised.  Let  it  be  re- 
marked that  this  provision  of  the  constitution  is 
over  all;  equally  binding  on  the  states  as  on  con- 
gress; as  well  on  congress  when  acting  for  the 
whole  union,  as  when  acting  as  the  local  legislature 
for  the  District  of  Columbia.  Slavery  existed  with- 
in the  territorial  limits  of  the  District  before  the 
cession,  and  was  recognized  and  guarantied  by  the 
constitution.  Under  what  pretence,  then,  can  pro- 
perty vested  in  a slave  be  dispossessed,  any  more 
than  in  any  other  sub  ject?  If  one  held  to  servitude 
in  the  District  shall  flee  to  any  state,  the  constitu 
tion  requires  a restitution  to  the  owner.  Thus  is 
there  thrown  around  this  subject  of  property  a posi- 
tive and  efficient  security.  How,  then,  can  it  be 
divested  by  the  mere  action  of  the  government,  for 
no  object  defined  by  the  constitution?  Let  those 
who  invoke  the  action  of  congress  point  out  the 
authority  for  its  action.  Let  them  read  over  the 
grants  of  power  contained  in  the  constitution,  and 
point  to  that  one  in  particular  with  which  this  ac- 
tion is  connected.  Until  that  be  done,  congress 
can  rightfully  take  no  step  operating,  either  indiv 
dually  or  universally,  on  the  citizens  of  the  District 
It  is  vain  that  philanthropy,  either  well  founded  or 
mistaken,  shall  call  on  congress  to  exert  a power 
which  is  not  only  denied  by  fair  implication,  but 
expressly  and  plainly  by  a restraining  cause.  The 
reply  must  evermore  be,  that  private  property  shall 
not  be  taken  except  for  public  use,  and  that  the  pub- 
lic use  must  of  necessity  arise  out  of  the  execution 
of  some  one  of  the  objects  contemplated  by  the  con 
stitution. 

If  the  force  of  this  argument  be  attempted  to  be 
weakened  by  running  a distinction  between  the 
congress  as  the  representative  of  states,  and  the 
congress  as  a local  legislature,  such  effort  will  avail 
nothing.  If  it  acts  in  the  first  capacity,  the  sphere 
of  its  action  is  limited  and  prescribed.  What  it  is 
authorised  to  do  is  defined.  It  cannot  exceed  the 
powers  granted.  As  a local  legislature,  even  under 
the  most  enlarged  construction  of  its  powers,  it 
must  act  exclusively  for  the  District;  and  it  can 
only  lay  its  hands  upon  private  property  belonging 
to  any  citizen  within  the  District  for  a public  use 
within  its  limits.  As,  for  example,  if  it  be  deemed 
necessary  to  open  a road  though  any  man’s  land,  so 
much  of  the  land  as  is  essential  may  be  condemned 
and  paid  for;  but  to  this  plain  anil  legitimate  au 
thority,  the  pretext  for  assuming  power  to  cancel 
title-papers,  and  to  divest  each  and  every  citizen  of 


tion  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  part  I his  possessions,  whether  of  reality  or  personality, 


would  be  to  outrage  the  constitution  and  prostrate 
public  liberty. 

Property  in  slaves  is  recognized  by  the  constitu- 
tion: its  tenure  is  as  sacred  as  that  of  any  other 
kind  of  property,  and  the  owner  can  no  more  be 
divested  of  it  by  governmental  action,  that  he  can 
of  his  house,  his  lands  or  any  other  article  of  pro- 
perty acquired  in  pursuance  of  law,  and  held  under 
the  most  sacred  guaranties.  The  committee  again 
protests,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  against  the 
violation  of  private  right.  They  cannot  regard  it 
as  other  than  subversive  of  all  the  essentials  of  free 
government.  The  principle  once  admitted,  and  its 
application  becomes  universal:  the  tenure  of  pro- 
perty is  insecure,  resting  on  no  fixed  law,  but  de- 
pending entirely  on  the  will  of  the  rulers.  The 
stimulus  to  industry  and  enterprise  is  lost — it  can- 
net  exist  without  absolute  security:  the  want  of 
that  security  introduces  apathy  in  individuals,  and 
ultimates  in  the  overthrow  of  civilization  itself. 
These  are  the  fatal  consequences  of  this  tyrannical 
and  arbitrary  doctrine.  The  committee  do  not 
deem  it  necessary  to  go  into  the  wide  field  of  ab- 
stract reasoning  on  the  subject  of  slavery;  they  take 
facts  and  principles  as  they  exist.  Slavery  existed 
at  the  formation  of  the  constitution;  it  is  recognized 
by  the  constitution,  has  grown  up  from  the  coun- 
try, and  property  in  slaves  is  vested  in  individuals 
according  to  law.  Congress,  as  the  local  legisla- 
lature  of  the  District,  may  pass  laws  authorising 
individuals  to  manumit  their  slaves.  This  it  has 
done;  the  rest  must  be  left  to  the  voluntary  action 
of  individuals;  what  the  owner  may  choose  to  do, 
they  have  power  and  authority  to  do,  without  the 
further  intervention  of  government. 

But  the  owners  of  this  species  of  property  in  this 
District  have  called  for  no  enactment  to  enable  them 
to  emancipate  their  slaves;  they  present  no  petition 
making  complaint  of  imperfections  in  existing  laws. 
And  what  would  be  the  condition  of  any  people,  if 
strangers  to  their  habits  and  customs,  ignorant  alike 
of  their  wants  and  wishes,  should  exert  the  power 
of  legislation  over  them?  Our  forefathers  believed 
that  the  declaration  that  the  British  parliament  had 
the  right  to  bind  the  colonies  by  laws  enacted  at 
St.  Stephen’s  chapel,  was  the  enunciation  of  a des- 
potic principle,  to  which  it  was  impossible  for  them 
to  submit.  Their  determination  proves  their  wis- 
dom, and  the  success  which  followed  that  determi- 
nation should  serve  as  a lesson  of  experience  to 
succeeding  generations.  Shall  the  local  legislature 
of  the  District,  acting  upon  the  suggestions  of  others 
who  most  probably  have  never  visited  the  District, 
and  know  nothing  of  its  localities  or  wants,  under- 
take to  reverse  the  rules  of  property,  dissolve  the 
bonds  of  society,  and  upset  the  existing  order  of 
things?  To  do  so,  would  be  to  transform  the  local 
legislature  into  something  else  the  most  unlike;  it 
would  overturn  the  principles  and  blessings  of  re- 
presentative government,  and  dissolve  all  connexion 
between  the  representative  and  constituted  body; 
and  the  effort  to  set  free  one  portion  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  District  would  virtually  have  the  effect 
of  enslaving  the  whole. 

The  legislation  now  invoked  by  the  petitioners  is 
notonly  objectionable  on  the  grounds  already  stated, 
but  on  others  of  the  greatest  weight  and  force.  The 
seat  of  the  federal  government  was  ceded  by  the 
states  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  with  an  eye  to 
their  own,  as  well  as  to  the  public  advantage.  TTheir 
interests  are  intimately  associated  with  those  of  the 
District,  from  which  they  are  separated  by  imagina- 
ry lines.  The  necessary  effect  of  the  measure  now 
sought  for  would  be  to  constitute  on  each  side  of 
the  Potomac  river  a sanctuary  for  runaway  slaves 
from  those  two  states.  Reclamations  on  the  part  of 
the  owners,  and  breaches  of  the  peace,  might  be 
looked  for  as  of  daily  occurrence.  A swarm  of  in- 
dolent and  unemployed  blacks  would  be  thrown 
upon  the  suburbs  of  Alexandria,  Georgetown,  and 
Washington,  and  the  site  of  the  general  government 
would  be  the  seat  of  want  and  distress,  and  the 
favorite  abode  of  crime  and  disorder.  Other  de- 
plorable consequences  would  inevitably  arise.  The 
peace  of  the  slaveholding  states  has  been  greatly 
disquieted  by  the  action  of  the  most  forward  of  the 
abolitionists  residing  at  a distance  from  their  bor- 
ders. AVhat  would  be  their  condition,  and  more 
especially  the  condition  of  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
if  this  District  should  become  the  centre  of  their 
operations,  may  be  readily  imagined.  Nor  would 
there  be  any  security  from  insult,  even  to  the  re- 
presentatives from  the  slaveholding  states,  from  the 
wild  spirit  of  fanaticism  and  insubordination  which 
might  be  expected  to  exist.  The  committee  abstain 
from  pressing  these  views  further;  they  do  but  bare- 
ly advert  to  them,  with  a feeling  of  confidence  that 
the  representatives  of  a great  and  enlightened  peo- 
ple will  never  sanction  measures,  the  possible  con- 
sequences of  which  may  be  so  replete  with  injury 
to  any  portion  of  the  people. 
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But  Maryland  and  Virginia  have  a still  stronger 
appeal  to  make.  They  appeal  to  the  good  faith  of 
their  sister  states,  plighted  to  them  by  circumstances 
attendant  on  the  cession,  as  emphatically  as  if  stipu- 
lated after  the  most  solemn  form.  They  had  every 
reason  to  conclude  that  their  safety  was  complete 
when  they  granted  the  territory  comprised  within 
the  District.  The  constitution  had  recognized  the 
absolute  right  of  property  in  the  persons  therein  al- 
luded to — representation  and  taxation  had  been  ad- 
justed in  reference  to  them — a solemn  guaranty  was 
given  that,  upon  their  fleeing  from  service,  they 
should  be  restored  to  that  service.  If  any  thing 
additional  could  have  been  required,  discussions, 
which  had  arisen  in  congress  as  early  as  1790,  in 
which  the  disclaimer  on  the  part  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  non-slaveholding  states  of  all  right  to 
interfere  with  the  subject  of  that  species  of  proper- 
ty, were  calculated  to  lull  into  perfect  repose  all 
suspicion  of  any  ultimate  design  so  to  interfere. 
Many  states — it  may  be  more  properly  said  that 
every  state,  was  anxious  to  secure  to  itself  the  ad- 
vantages expected  to  flow  from  the  establishment 
of  the  seat  of  government  on  a part  of  its  territory. 
Propositions  were  therefore  made  to  congress  from 
every  quarter.  Virginia  repeatedly  proposed  to 
make  a cession  of  Williamsburg,  Maryland  of  An- 
napolis, New  York  of  the  city  of  New  York,  Penn- 
sylvania of  Philadelphia;  while  similar  propositions 
were  made  by  New  Jersey  and  other  states.  South 
Carolina  would  readily  have  conceded  Charleston, 
and  Massachusetts  Boston.  But  would  any  one 
undertake  to  say  that  either  of  those  states  would 
for  a moment  have  indulged  the  idea  of  such  a ces- 
sion, if  it  could  have  supposed  that  congress,  upon 
the  contingency  of  the  ascendency  of  the  slave- 
holding or  non-slaveholding  states  in  the  public 
councils,  w'ould  have  felt  itself  authorised  to  inter- 
fere with  the  caste  and  character  of  its  population? 
Would  Virginia  and  Maryland  now  expose  them- 
selves to  this  danger,  if  the  cession  was  now  to  be 
made?  Would  South  Carolina  yield  Charleston,  or 
any  other  southern  state  invite  the  union  to  fix  the 
seat  of  government  within  its  territory?  Would 
either  of  them  introduce  a leprosy  into  their  house- 
holds, or  incur  the  hazards  which,  by  a mistaken 
philanthropy,  are  now  sought  to  be  introduced 
through  legislation  here?  This  District  was  at  the 
time  of  its  cession  the  centre  of  the  colored  popu- 
lation of  the  United  States;  and  if  the  men  of  this 
day  see  the  dangers  under  the  aspect  taken  of  them 
by  the  committee,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  our 
wiser  forefathers  also  perceived  them,  and  consid- 
ered them  as  guarded  against  and  silenced.  Let 
the  condition  of  things  be  reversed.  Suppose  that 
the  slaveholding  states  held  the  balance  of  power 
in  their  hands,  and  that  Philadelphia,  New  York,  or 
Boston,  had  been  ceded,  as  has  been  this  District, 
and  that  congress  should  seek  to  change  the  order 
of  things  in  such  city,  by  introducing  slavery  there- 
in, what  would  the  petitioners,  and  those  who  may 
think  with  them,  say  and  do  in  such  a contingency? 
The  states  accepted  the  cession  of  the  District  as  it* 
was,  with  its  population  as  it  was.  No  repugnance 
to  its  acceptance  was  manifested  because  of  the 
caste  and  character  of  its  population.  Our  illus- 
trious forefathers  saw  none  of  these  obstacles  to  the 
peace  and  harmony  of  the  union  which  have  been 
developed  in  these  latter  times.  The  southern  man 
and  southern  states  were  not  taunted  and  insulted 
by  any  portion  of  their  brethren,  because  of  the 
peculiarity  in  their  situation.  In  that  great  struggle 
which  ultimated  in  the  establishment  of  indepen- 
dence, those  states  and  the  men  of  those  states  were 
associated  in  glory  with  their  sister  states  and  their 
illustrious  sons.  A common  property  was  claimed 
in  those  distinguished  benefactors  of  the  human 
race,  which  a kind  providence  had  permitted  to  ex- 
ist in  each  and  all  of  the  states  for  the  good  of 
mankind.  Their  example  ought  to  be  precious  in 
the  eyes  of  their  countrymen.  It  was  an  example 
of  brotherly  love,  of  patriotic  devotion.  They  have 
left  to  us  a rich  inheritance  in  this  union,  and  the 
principles  of  forbearance  and  concession  which 
gave  rise  to  it:  let  us  not,  like  prodigals,  cast  it 
away,  and  thus  throw  upon  their  memories  the  re- 
proach of  having  attempted  a system  of  government 
which  was  inevitably  to  perish  under  the  influence 
of  unruly  passions,  or  a mawkish  sensibility.  The 
circumstance  which  has  arisen  more  from  difference 
in  climate  than  any  thing  else,  that  some  of  the 
states  are  slaveholding  ana  others  not,  should  have 
no  effect.  It  existed  during  the  war  of  the  revolu- 
tion, and  yet  union  took  place.  It  existed  at  the 
formation  of  the  constitution,  and  yet  the  constitu- 
tion was  ratified.  It  existed  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain,  and  yet  the  northern  and  the 
southern  man  only  rivalled  each  other  in  the  race 
of  glory.  It  has  existed  during  the  whole  period 
of  our  national  existence,  and  yet  these  states  have 
grown  up  with  a growth  unprecedented  in  the  his- , 


tory  of  the  human  race,  and  it  may  exist  forever, 
and  the  peace,  the  happiness,  the  prosperity  of  the 
country  will  not  be  interrupted  or  retarded.  The 
northern  man  has  his  virtues,  and  the  southern  man 
has  his.  So  both  also  have  their  faults.  If  we  look 
exclusively  at  the  last,  we  may  find  enough  to  con- 
demn; if  to  the  first,  abundant  cause  of  admiration. 
We  are  all  inhabitants  of  the  same  hemisphere,  and 
the  union  of  these  states  is  equally  precious  to  all. 
The  readiest  and  surest  way  to  preserve  that  union 
is,  by  observing  the  most  scrupulous  regard  to  the 
faith  plighted  by  the  states  to  each  other:  a breach 
of  faith  is  followed  by  a loss  of  confidence.  The 
loss  of  confidence  gives  rise  to  suspicion  and  dis- 
trust— and  these  last  inevitably  lead  to  disruption 
and  civil  war. 

Your  committee  therefore  conclude  that  congress 
has  no  power  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners: 
1st,  because  of  constitutional  restraints  and  prohibi- 
tions; and,  2dly,  because  even  in  their  absence  it  is 
restrained  by  the  pledged  and  plighted  faith  of  the 
country;  and  they  submit  the  following  resolutions: 

The  following  motions,  submitted  by  Mr.  Tyler,* 
were  considered: 

Resolved,  That  to  alter,  change,  or  abolish  the 
rights  of  property  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
without  the  consent  of  the  owners,  would  be  unjust 
and  despotic,  and  in  violation  of  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

Resolved,  farther,  That,  even  with  such  consent, 
to  interfere  with  the  subject  of  slavery  not  only 
without,  but  against  the  consent  of  the  people  of 
Maryland  and  Virginia,  would  be  in  flagrant  viola- 
tion of  the  public  faith,  an  abuse  of  the  trust  con- 
ferred on  congress  by  the  cession,  and  hazardous  to 
the  peace  and  security  of  those  two  states. 

Resolved,  farther,  That  such  proceeding  would 
sap  the  foundation  of  our  conventional  system, 
which  is  based  on  the  condition  of  things  as  they 
existed  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  which  cannot  be  altered  in  so  material  a 
point  without  disturbing  the  principle  of  compro- 
mise out  of  which  the  government  originated. 


KNOXVILLE  CONVENTION. 

The  following  highly  interesting  statements  were 
presented  to  the  Knoxville  convention  by  the  dele- 
gates from  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  They  are 
Full  of  useful  information. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Statement  from  the  delegation  of  the  state  of  South 
Carolina,  to  the  Knoxville  convention. 

Charleston.  The  delegation  from  the  state  of 
South  Carolina  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  Knox- 
ville convention,  certain  geographical  and  statistical 
information,  illustrating  the  advantages  to  result 
from  establishing  the  main  route  of  the  proposed 
rail  road  through  the  centre  of  that  state. 

In  1830,  the  population  of  the  state  of  South  Ca- 
rolina was  501,458.  The  staple  productions  of  the 
entire  country  consist  of  cotton  and  rice.  Prior  to 
the  last  war,  the  people  of  the  upper  districts  made 
corn  and  other  grain,  and  raised  stock  sufficient  for 
their  own  use,  and  their  principal  product  for  mar- 
ket was  tobacco;  but  for  the  last  twenty  years  the 
improvement  in  the  price  of  cotton,  greater  skill  in 
the  management  of  the  plant  and  its  increased  pro- 
ductiveness, have  gradually  diverted  the  attention 
of  the  agriculturists  of  that  region — Every  thing 
has  given  place  to  the  culture  of  this  valuable  sta- 
ple, and  instead  of  being  competitors  with  the  peo- 
ple of  the  west  in  affording  to  the  low  country  of 
the  state  a portion  of  their  supplies,  they  are  yearly 
more  dependent  on  their  neighbors  beyond  the 
mountains  for  many  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  It  is 
not  proposed  to  assume  at  what  point  of  the  state 
the  road  shall  enter,  or  through  what  districts  it  will 
probably  pass.  With  the  exception,  perhaps,  of 
Spartanburgh  and  Greenville,  all  the  upper  districts 
of  the  state  are  essentially  cotton  growing  districts. 
Pendleton,  Abbeville,  Edgefield  and  Barnwell,  on 
the  Savannah  river  side  of  the  state — Laurens,  New- 
berry, Fairfield,  Union,  Chester,  York  and  Lancas- 
ter, all  afford  very  large  and  increasing  supplies  of 
cotton  for  the  several  markets  of  Camden,  Colum- 
bia, Hamburg,  Apgusta  and  Charleston.  It  is  not 
practicable  to  speax  with  any  accuracy  of  the  crops 
of  each  district,  but  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the 
proportions  of  the  upper  districts,  from  the  fact  that 
during  the  fast  year  the  trade  with  Camden  amount- 
ed to  40,000  bales  of  cotton,  with  Cheraw  to  30,000, 
Columbia  to  70,000,  and  with  Hamburg  to  35,000 
bales.  During  the  same  period  in  Columbia  alone 
the  purchases  of  bacon  ^mounted  to  3,500,000  lbs. 
of  bagging  500,000  yards,  qntj  of  bale  rope  300,000 
lbs. 

Since  the  first  introduction  of  cotton,  the  entire 
middle  countrij  of  South  Carolina  has  been  devoted 
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to  the  successful  cultivation  of  that  staple,  In  the 
lower  section  of  the  state,  and  on  the  seabord,  rice 
and  sea  island  cotton  are  added  to  its  invaluable  re- 
sources. The  exports  of  Charleston  in  short  staple 
cotton,  for  the  present  year,  amount  to 

280.000  bales,  valued  at  ($55)  $11,500,000 

27,000  bales  sea  island,  at  $85  2,300,000 

130.000  barrels  of  rice,  at  $16  2,080,000 


Exports  $15,880,000 

The  amount  of  merchandise  sold  annually  in 
Charleston  alone,  is  about  $15,000,000. 

In  the  meantime  the  exclusive  devotion  of  the 
planter  to  this  great  staple,  renders  the  country  a 
most  valuable,  regular  and  extensive  market  for  the 
principal  products  of  the  west.  Several  years  since, 
it  was  estimated  from  sufficient  data,  that  the  dro>- 
vers  of  horses  and  hogs  alone,  carried  annually  from 
the  state  of  South  Carolina  $2,000,000  in  cash. — 
The  demand  for  bagging  in  Charleston  is  1,500,000 
yards  annually,  and  lor  bale  rope  in  proportion.  At 
least  50,000  barrels  of  flour,  and  from  350  to  400,000 
bushels  of  corn  are  annually  imported.  In  bacon, 
lard  and  pork  the  consumption  is  very  great,  and 
annually  increasing.  The  supply  is  usually  receiv- 
ed from  the  west,  by  the  way  of  New  Orleans,  a 
route  so  long,  circuitous  and  attended  with  so  many 
disadvantages  and  dangers,  that  the  profit  to  the 
producer,  and  the  value  to  the  consumer,  are  incal- 
culably impaired. 

The  delegation  from  South  Carolina  are  aware 
that  a preference  has  usually  been  accorded  to  the 
harbor  of  Charleston  over  every  other  southern 
port;  but  it  is  believed  that  all  the  advantages 
which  this  city  presents  as  a depot  for  the  com- 
merce of  the  south  and  west,  as  a market  for  their 
produce,  and  as  the  great  emporium  to  which  they 
would  resort  for  the  purchase  of  their  supplies,  have 
never  yet  been  fully  appreciated. 

The  population  of  the  city  of  Charleston,  not  in- 
cluding the  suburbs,  in  the  year  1830,  was  35,000. 
The  harbor  is  so  located,  (as  will  more  satisfactori- 
ly appear  from  a lithographic  map  accompanying 
this  statement)  as  to  render  it  decidedly  the  most 
eligible  port  of  entry  and  exportation,  from  the  De- 
laware to  the  Mississippi  river.  From  its  proximi- 
ty to  the  Atlantic,  vessels  may  enter  and  depart  at 
all  seasons,  with  perfect  facility.  In  one  hour  from 
leaving  the  wharf,  a ship  carrying  2,500  bales  of 
cotton,  is  on  the  broad  ocean.  No  port  to  the  south 
of  Charleston  is  subject  to  so  few  difficulties  in  the 
navigation.  The  passage  between  the  Bahama 
banks  and  the  Florida  shore,  through  the  Gtilph  of 
Mexico,  is  known  to  be  of  the  most  hazardous  cha- 
racter. It  is  supposed  by  many,  that  the  vessels 
annually  wrecked  in  this  passage,  would  more  than 
pay  the  interest  on  the  entire  cost  of  a rail  road 
from  Charleston  to  the  waters  of  the  Ohio.  Such 
are  its  advantages,  that  vessels  can  make  three 
voyages  to  and  from  Charleston  and  Europe,  in  the 
same  period  of  time  consumed  in  making  two 
voyages  to  and  from  the  Gulph  of  Mexico  and  Eu- 
rope. The  port  of  Charleston  possesses  peculiar 
advantages  lor  carrying  on  successfully,  the  trade 
of  the  West  Indies,  and  especially  with  the  Island 
of  Cuba,  whence  it  is  believed  the  southern  and 
south  western  states  obtain  their  principal  supplies 
of  coffee,  and  large  quantities  of  sugar,  which  are 
exchanged  principally  for  rice  and  lumber.  When 
the  communication  with  the  west  shall  be  rendered 
more  easy  and  expeditious,  by  means  of  the  great 
work  now  in  contemplation,  a large  accession  of  the 
products  of  that  country,  will  be  added  to  the  ex- 
ports of  the  West  India  islands;  (he  trade  to  those 
islands  will  be  increased  to  an  illimitable  extent, 
and  their  produce,  sugar  and  coffee,  received  on  the 
most  favorable  terms;  and  as  there  is  usually  a large 
supply  of  these  articles  in  the  market,  purchases 
can  be  made  on  most  advantageous  terms  to  the 
buyer. 

It  is  confidently  believed  that  merchandise  may 
be  imported  into  Charleston  from  Europe,  on  more 
favorable  terms  than  into  New  York.  Freights  are 
lower  from  England  to  Charleston,  than  to  New' 
York,  and  generally,  exchange  is  lower.  During  a 
portion  of  the  year,  insurance  is  also  lower.  Insur- 
ance from  Europe  to  the  ports  of  New  Orleans  and 
Mobile,  is  from  50  to  100  per  cent,  higher  than  in- 
surance to  the  port  of  Charleston;  and  freights  are, 
on  an  average,  50  per  cent,  higher  from  those  ports 
to  Europe,  than  from  Charleston.  Dry  goods  from 
the  north,  (of  which  the  supply  is  very  extensive), 
arriving  at  the  w'est  by  the  w'ay  of  New  Orleans 
and  the  Mississippi  river,  are  encumbered  with  hea- 
vy extra  freight  and  insurance  from  the  north  to  N. 
Orleans,  and  all  the  insurance  between  New  Or- 
leans and  the  place  of  final  destination.  All  these 
would  be  saved  to  the  merchant,  and,  ultimately  to 
the  consumer,  by  the  rail  road  carriage  from  Charles- 
ton to  the  west,  even  if  the  freight  by  river  from 
ope  place,  and  by  rail  road  from  the  other,  wras 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER, 


47 


equal,  exclusive  of  the  saving  in  time  between  a 
passage  from  New  York  to  the  west,  through  New 
Orleans,  of  probably  six  weeks  or  two  months,  and 
a passage  from  New  York  through  Charleston  by 
rail  road  of  eight  or  twelve  days — the  passage  from 
New  York  to  New  Orleans  being  on  an  average, 
20  to  25  days,  and  from  New  York  to  Charleston,  5 
to  7 days.  When  to  all  this  is  added,  that  commis- 
sions and  other  charges  on  receiving  and  forward- 
ing, are  so  much  more  moderate  than  in  those  south 
western  ports,  the  advantages  to  the  west,  of  an  im- 
portation by  this  route,  will  be  fully  estimated  by 
all  those  who  have  any  practicable  acquaintance 
with  the  course  of  trade.  At  the  last  session  of  the 
legislature,  a company  was  incorporated,  for  estab- 
lishing a line  of  packets  direct  between  Charleston 
and  Liverpool.  Steamboats  are  now  running  be- 
tween Charleston  and  New  York,  and  between 
Charleston  and  Norfolk  and  Baltimore, leaving  each 
ort  twice  a week;  and  the  boats  for  a weekly  line 
etween  Charleston  and  Philadelphia,  are  now 
building,  so  that  a steamboat  for  the  north  will  leave 
Charleston  three  times  a week.  Steamboats  from 
Charleston  to  the  interior. of  the  state,  and  to  Sa- 
vannah and  Augusta,  are  constantly  running,  and 
can  be  increased  to  any  extent  which  the  wants  of 
the  community  may  require. 

Produce  commands  usually  a higher  price  in 
Charleston  than  in  any  city  to  the  south  of  it,  or, 
indeed,  it  is  believed,  than  in  any  city  on  the  con- 
tinent. Goods  and  merchandise,  for  the  consump- 
tion of  the  country,  can  be  purchased  on  terms,  and 
at  rates  generally  as  favorable  as  elsewhere;  and 
when  a direct  importing  trade  is  established,  it  can- 
not be  doubted  that  these  advantages  will  be  im- 
proved. In  no  place  are  credits  given  on  a more 
liberal  scale  than  in  Charleston;  and  with  a bank- 
ing capital  of  upwards  of  $ 8,000,000 , the  moneyed 
facilities  of  that  city  are  abundantly  adequate  to  its 
resent  or  any  increased  amount  of  trade  that  can 
e brought  to  it. 

As  a port  of  shipping,  it  has  decided  advantages 
over  every  other  port  to  the  south  of  it.  The  dis- 
bursements are  much  less — the  facilities  of  repair- 
ing much  greater — the  accommodations  and  moor- 
ings for  vessels  are  much  more  convenient  and  ac- 
cessible; the  difficulty  of  procuring  seamen,  com- 
paratively with  other  southern  ports,  altogether 
trilling — and  to  all  these  advantages  should  be 
super-added  the  superior  health  of  the  crews  of  ves- 
sels in  the  port  of  Charleston  over  all  other  south- 
ern ports. 

This  paper  cannot,  perhaps,  be  better  concluded 
than  by  a statement  as  to  the  general  health  of  the 
city.  If  the  bills  of  mortality  can  be  received  as 
data  for  its  character  in  this  respect,  the  city  of 
Charleston  ranks  pre-eminently  high.  Of  the  en- 
tire population  only  one  in  45  or  less  than  2 1-4 
per  cent,  die  annually,  which  proves  that  Charles- 
ton is  among  the  healthiest  cities  in  the  world.  Of 
the  whole  deaths  12  1-2  per  cent,  are  by  consump- 
tion, a disease  not  belonging  to  our  climate,  and 
which  is  ordinarily  the  fatal  malady  of  persons 
from  other  climates,  who  seek,  too  late,  a refuge  in 
the  more  genial  atmosphere  of  the  south.  The 
next  largest  per  centage  of  the  whole  number  of 
deaths  annually,  (upwards  of  11  per  cent.)  is  from 
old  age  raging  from  70  to  120  years.  Formerly  a 
visit  to  Charleston  through  the  low  country  of 
South  Carolina,  at  particular  seasons  of  the  year 
was  always  attended  with  danger.  It  is  not  with- 
in the  knowledge  of  the  delegation,  that  since  the 
completion  of  the  rail  road  between  Charleston  and 
Hamburg,  a single  case  of  illness  has  occurred 
from  visiting  Charleston  by  that  route  at  any  sea- 
son of  the  year,  although  the  travelling  is  daily  and 
without  interruption. 

The  delegation  forbear  to  trespass  on  the  atten- 
tion of  the  convention,  by  a reference  to  the  mine- 
ral productions  of  the  state  of  South  Carolina.  But 
a table,  accompanying  this  statement,  will  shew 
that  the  resource  of  the  country  have  been  very  in- 
sufficiently estimated,  when  the  mineral  capabili- 
ties of  the  state  have  been  overlooked.  They  are 
aware  that  in  all  documents  of  this  character  cor- 
rectness is  of  incalculably  more  value  than  minute- 
ness. The  delegation  are  themselves  deceived  if 
any  fact  has  been  misstated,  any  advantage  unduly 
estimated,  or  any  inducement  for  adhering  to  the 
rail  road  indicated  by  the  existing  charter,  too 
strongly  presented. 
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GEORGIA. 

Report  upon  the  commercial  advantages  presented  by 

Georgia  to  the  west,  in  connection  with  a contem- 
plated rail  road  communication. 

The  undersigned  committee,  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  following  report: 

The  advantages  which  a rail  road  communica- 
tion with  Georgia  presents  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
west,  in  a commercial  point  of  view,  consists  in  the 
extent  of  country  opened  to  the  trade,  producing 
rice  and  cotton  and  consuming  articles,  the  produce 
and  manufacture  of  the  north  western  states;  and 
in  forming  direct  and  convenient  communications 
with  all  the  great  commercial  cities  of  the  south, 
through  which  the  necessary  supplies  of  the  west 
may  be  most  conveniently  obtained  and  cheaply 
transported  to  the  west. 

A rail  road  entering  Georgia  at  any  point  on  her 
northern  boundary,  between  South  Carolina  and 
Alabama,  will  communicate  by  the  Georgia  rail 
road  with  Athens  and  Augusta,  and  from  Augusta, 
by  the  rail  road  with  Charleston,  and  by  the  steam- 
boats with  Savannah. 

From  a point  above  Athens,  a direct  communi- 
cation may  be  had  with  Forsyth,  there  meeting  the 
rail  road  to  Macon,  and  from  one  of  these  places,  a 
rail  road  communication  will  soon  be  opened  to 
Columbus  on  the  Chattahoochee,  from  whence 
steamboats  now  run  through  Florida  to  the  Gulph 
of  Mexico. 

A glance  on  the  map,  at  the  lines  here  designat- 
ed, will  shew,  that  the  cities  and  country  thu3 
opened  to  the  trade  of  the  west — will  include,  the 
city  of  Charleston,  and  all  the  rice  growing  coun- 
try of  South  Carolina — the  city  of  Savannah  and 
every  important  point  in  the  state  of  Georgia, 
touching  at  Columbus  the  boundary  of  South  Ala- 
bama, and  passing  through  Florida. 

To  shew  the  importance  of  these  communica- 
tions more  in  detail — we  state — 

The  gross  receipts  of  the  Georgia  rail  road,  now 
being  constructed,  for  transportation,  are  estimated 
upon  specific  data  to  be  400,000  dollars  per  annum. 
This  amount  is  estimated  upon  the  assumption  that 
the  road  will  terminate  at  Athens. 

Augusta,  the  largest  interior  commercial  city  of 
the  south,  is  the  next  point.  The  present  popula- 
tion of  Augusta  is  estimated  at  between  seven  and 
eight  thousand  inhabitants;  and  immediately  ad- 
joining, connected  by  two  bridges,  is  the  important 
town  of  Hamburg,  in  South  Carolina.  Of  the  crop 
of  cotton  made  in  1835,  the  receipts  at  Augusta, 
will  be  140,000  bales,  and  at  Hamburg  35,000, 
making  an  aggregate  of  175,000  bales,  which,  at  50 
dollars  per  bale,  makes  an  amount  of  8,750,000  dol- 
lars. The  sale  of  merchandise  may  be  safely  esti- 
mated to  exceed  seven  millions  of  dollars,  thus 
making  an  aggregate  commercial  business  of  the 
year  exceeding  fifteen  millions  of  dollars. 

Bagging,  flour  and  bacon  are  leading  articles  of 
importation  for  interior  consumption. 

The  commercial  business  of  Augusta  is  carried 
on  by  the  rail  road  with  Charleston,  and  by  steam- 
boats with  Savannah — through  which  cities  all  her 
imports  and  exports  are  made.  The  business  on 
the  Savannah  river  alone,  employs  20  steamboats 
and  about  50  tow  boats.  The  freight  on  the  im- 
ports of  Augusta,  from  Savannah,  though  carried 
at  very  low  rates,  exceeds  200,000  dollars  per  an- 
num. 

Diverging  from  the  Georgia  rail  road  line,  at  a 
point  above  Athens,  to  the  south  the  communica- 
tion is  opened  by  Forsyth  with  Macon,  and  all  south 
western  Georgia. 

The  receipts  of  cotton  at  Macon  the  past  season, 
amounted  to  80,000  bales,  of  the  average  weight  of 
350  pounds,  which  at  the  market  value,  produced 
over  four  millions  of  dollars.  The  receipts  at  other 
places,  above  Darien,  amounted  to  20,000  bales, 
and  in  value  to  one  million  of  dollars.  The  sales 
of  merchandise  at  Macon  for  the  year  may  be  esti- 
mated at  3,500,000  dollars,  and  at  the  other  places 
on  the  rivers  at  7 to  800,000  dollars,  making  an  ag- 
gregate commercial  business  for  the  year  of  over 
nine  millions  of  dollars. 

The  transportation  of  cotton  and  merchandise,  on 
the  Oconee  and  Ockmulgee  rivers,  employs  at  pre- 
sent, eight  steamboats  and  fifty  tow  boats  and  pole 
boats. 

From  Macon  to  Savannah,  the  central  rail  road 
of  Georgia  is  about  being  constructed. 

From  Macon  to  Columbus,  on  the  Chattahoochee 
river,  the  present  communication  is  by  two  daily 
lines  of  post  coaches,  but  will  without  doubt  re- 
quire a rail  road.  Macon  is  unquestionably  the  se- 
cond, and  Columbus  the  third  city,  in  commercial 
importance,  in  the  interior  of  the  southern  states. 
Though  of  recent  origin,  they  have  already  out- 
stripped their  elder  competitors,  and  are  growing 
with  a rapidity,  only  equalled  by  the  most  flourish- 
ing tcwn3  of  the  north  and. west. 


The  quantity  of  cotton  made  in  Georgia  the  last 
season  and  exported  by  the  way  of  Columbus  and 
the  Chattahoochee  and  Flint  rivers  to  Appalachico- 
la,  exceeded  forty  thousand  bales,  and  in  value 
over  two  millions  of  dollars — employing  two  steam- 
boats on  the  Flint,  and  twelve  steamboats  on  the 
Chattahoochee  river. 

In  this  section  of  country  a large  portion  of  the 
best  cotton  lands,  are  not  yet  brought  into  cultiva- 
tion— and  the  production  is  yearly  increasing  in  a 
great  ratio. 

We  have  stated  that  a rail  road  entering  the 
northern  boundary  of  Georgia  at  any  point,  between 
South  Carolina  and  Alabama,  would  communicate 
by  the  Georgia  rail  road,  through  Athens,  to  Au- 
gusta, and  from  that  point  would  command  the 
trade,  of  both  Charleston  and  Savannah,  thus  giv- 
ing a choice  of  the  two  most  important  markets  of 
the  southern  Atlantic  coast. 

The  city  of  Savannah  in  1830  contained  a popu- 
lation of  7,900  inhabitants.  By  information  deriv- 
ed from  the  local  authorities,  the  population  is  now 
stated  at  11,000. 

The  exports  of  cotton  from  Savannah  of  the  crop 
made  in  1835,  will  be  about  250,000  bales,  whicn 
at  the  average  value  of  55  dollars  per  bale,  will 
amount  to  13,750,000  dollars.  The  export  of  rice 
of  the  crop  of  1835 — will  be  about  24,000  casks, 
and  will  amount  in  value  to  450,000  dollars. 

The  exports  of  lumber,  and  all  other  articles,  may 
amount  to  750,000  dollars — making  an  aggregate  of 
nearly  fifteen  millions  dollars  in  value,  exported  of 
the  produce  of  the  country,  from  Savannah  the  pre- 
sent year. 

The  imports  into  Savannah  from  all  quarters  the 
present  year,  will  exceed  twelve  millions  of  dollars 
— part  of  which  is  sold  in  Savannah,  and  part  for- 
warded in  the  original  packages  to  Augusta,  Ma- 
con and  other  places  in  the  interior. 

The  intercourse  between  Savannah  and  New 
York  alone,  employs  fifteen  regular  packets,  many 
of  them  large  snips,  besides  transient  vessels.  But 
the  largest  business  from  Savannah  is  direct  w ith 
Liverpool.  In  8 1-2  months — to  wit:  from  Oct.  1st, 
1835,  to  June  16th,  1836,  there  were  shipped  from 
Savannah  direct  for  Liverpool,  125,807  bales  of  cot- 
ton, which  at  the  value  of  55  dollars  per  bale, 
amounted  to  6,919,385  dollars. 

From  Savannah,  steamboats  run  to  Augusta — to 
Charleston — to  Darien — to  Macon — to  the  St.  Johns 
river  in  East  Florida,  and  to  all  the  intermediate 
places  on  the  coast,  and  the  rivers. 

By  a statement  published  in  the  Savannah  Geor- 
gian on  the  17th  of  June,  1836,  it  appears  that  the 
merchants  of  Savannah  w’ere  then  owners  in  thirty- 
seven  ships  and  brigs,  besides  smaller  vessels  and 
steamboats — that  of  these,  eighteen  were  ships  of 
the  largest  class,  averaging  over  500  tons  each. 

From  Savannah  the  central  rail  road  will  lead  di- 
rectly into  the  heart  of  Georgia,  and  arrangements 
are  being  made  to  connect  therewith  lines  of  steam 
packets  running  to  Norfolk  and  New  York. 

Having  pointed  out  the  important  commercial 
points,  placed  in  direct  communication  with  the 
west,  by  a rail  road  coming  from  thence,  and  enter- 
ing the  northern  boundary  of  Georgia,  we  now 
state,  the  entire  country  embraced  in  this  sketch,  is 
almost  exclusively  a country  producing  cotton  and 
rice,  and  consuming  largely  the  products,  manufac- 
tures and  stock  of  the  west. 

The  receipts  of  cotton  at  Savannah, 

are  stated  at  250,000  bales. 

Exported  from  Darien  to  places  other 

than  Savannah,  10,000  “ 

Exported  by  the  way  of  Appalachi- 

cola,  40,000  “ 


Making  a total  of  300,000  bales. 

To  pack  this  quantity  of  cotton,  1,500,000  yards 
of  bagging  are  required,  all  of  which  is  now  im- 
ported from  Great  Britain,  but  which  may  be  sup- 
plied from  the  west. 

In  addition  to  this,  a large  section  of  the  finest 
cotton  lands  in  Georgia,  laying  between  the  Flint 
and  Chattahoochee  rivers,  are  but  partially  settled, 
and  will,  in  three  or  four  years,  increase  the  growth 
of  cotton  in  Georgia  to  at  least  400,000  bales — mak- 
ing a still  further  demand  upon  the  west,  for  its 
produce,  manufactures  and  stock. 

We  have  thus,  in  the  short  time  allowed  us, 
sketched  a very  brief  and  imperfect  outline  of  some 
of  the  commercial  advantages  which  Georgia  pre- 
sents to  her  friends  in  the  west,  and  north  west- 
ern states,  and  which  may  be  commanded  by  a rail 
road,  entering  any  point  of  her  northern  boundary, 
between  South  Carolina  and  Alabama. 

WILLIAM  DEARING, 

JAMES  R.  BUTTS, 

ROBERT  CAMPBELL, 

S.  B.  PARKMAN, 

T.  G.  CASEY. 
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FOREIGN  CHRONICLE. 

Funeral  of  Mr.  Rothschild.  The  hotly  has  been 
conveyed  from  Germany  to  his  residence  at  Netv 
Court,  St.  Swilhin’s  lane,  London.  Many  of  his  pri- 
vate friends  connected  with  him  in  business,  have  put 
on  mourning  out  of  respect  to  him.  The  remains 
are  deposited  in  a leaden  coffin,  encased  in  one  of  oak, 
elegantly  carved  and  moulded  with  silver  handles,  and 
a breast  plate  carved  in  oak  representing  the  arms  and 
crest  of  the  family. 

Mr.  Aaron  Hendrick  is  appointed  by  the  synagogue 
to  conduct  the  ceremonies,  which  are  to  be  as  plain 
as  possible.  There  will  be  24  mourning  coaches — 
the  four  sons  the  chief  mourners.  The  rev.  Dr.  So- 
lomon Herschell,  chief  rabbi  of  the  synagogue,  and 
his  assistants,  and  also  readers  from  the  other  syna- 
gogues will  be  in  the  procession.  There  are  to  be  no 
feathers  on  the  coaches  nor  hat  bands.  The  children 
of  the  different  charitable  associations  of  which  be 
was  patron,  will  be  present.  The  remains  are  to  be 
deposited  in  a grave,  bricked  as  a vault,  in  the  Jewish 
burial  place.  The  procession  is  to  pass  down  Picca- 
dilly. 

In  the  house  of  lords  on  the  9th,  the  custom  duties 
bill,  and  the  assessed  tax  bill,  were  read  a second 
time.  The  report  on  the  Irish  valuation,  was  agreed 
to. 

In  the  commons,  on  the  same  day,  notice  was  given 
by  Mr.  Robinson,  that  early  next  session  he  should 
submit  a motion  for  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  marine 
insurances. 

Mr.  D.  W.  Harvey  inquired  if  any  measures  had 
been  taken  by  government  to  compel  the  repayment 
of  the  money  advanced  to  the  Irish  clergy  in  1835,  or 
any  part  of  it.  Lord  John  Russell  said  that  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  was  about  to  bring  in  a bill 
on  the  subject. 

Six  hundred  muskets  had  been  seized  by  the  seve- 
ral commissaries  of  police,  in  Paris,  at  the  residences 
of  several  individuals,  together  with  sabres,  pistols, 
ammunition,  ike.  and  a printing  press,  with  all  its 
apparatus.  Further  search  was  making  with  great 
activity. 

A ceremony  of  thanksgiving  was  performed  July  2. 
in  the  Israel itish  temple  Rue  Notre-dame  de  Naza- 
reth, for  the  purpose  of  testifying  gratitude  to  God 
for  the  escape  of  the  king. 

The  archbishop  of  Paris  has  ordered  a solemn  Te 
Deum  to  be  sung  in  all  the  churches  throughout 
France,  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  pope  was  expected  at  Prague,  for  the  corona- 
tion of  the  emperor. 

Accounts  from  Greece  represent  that  country  as 
perfectly  tranquil. 

The  Augsburg  Gazette  announces  the  cholera  as 
raging  in  Vienna. 

Female  artists  in  France.  It  appears  from  the  ca- 
talogues of  the  exhibition  of  the  works  of  modern 
French  painters  in  the  Louvre  tor  1834,  1835  and  1836, 
there  are  upwards  of  200  female  painters,  who  regu- 
larly exhibit  their  productions  in  the  annual  exhibi- 
tions of  modern  art  in  the  Louvre. 

Ilalle's  monument.  The  monument  of  this  distin- 
guished .Tesuist  which  was  overthrown  either  by  reli- 
gious intolerance  or  wanton  recklessness,  has  been 
replaced  by  subscription.  It  was  raised  on  the  23d, 
the  anniversary  of  the  battle  or  massacre  in  which  fa- 
ther Iialle  was  slain. 

Mr.  Bernet,  an  engineer  at  Lyons,  has  invented  a 
machine  he  calls  a Balayeuse,  by  which,  with  the  em- 
ployment of  only  one  horse,  the  mud  in  the  streets, 
squares,  anti  highways,  is  collected  and  thrown  into  a 
cart  with  extraordinary  regularity,  giving  100  strokes 
on  a surface  of  about  6 yards  square,  and  thus  doing 
the  work  of  200  scavengers  in  the  same  time. 

Paganini.  Gallignani’s  Messenger  says  that  Charles 
X lately  sent  for  Paganini  to  come  and  spend  a month 
with  him— when  tiie  great  fiddler  returned  for  an  an- 
swer that  he  would  for  20,000  guineas.  Very  mode- 
rate. 

Oaths  The  Scotch,  when  an  oath  is  administered, 
raise  the  right  hand,  as  is  the  practice  in  New  Eng- 
land; the  English  kiss  the  book.  The  Scots  who 
come  to  England  often  make  it  a point  of  conscience 
of  slavering  the  cover  ot  a dirty  book,  and  the  subject 
of  their  grievance  has  been  brought  before  govern- 
ment. It  is  said  a bill  will  be  introduced  tor  the  re- 
lief of  those  who  wish  to  be  sworn  according  to  the 
Scottish  form. 

A remarkable  incident  has  just  taken  place  in  the 
neighborhood  of  a small  frontier  city  in  the  de- 
partment of  Ardennes.  A peasant  undertook  to  set 
fire  to  his  own  barn,  when  a robber  who  was  conceal- 
ed in  a heap  of  straw,  raised  the  cry  of  fire,  while  he 
was  making  his  own  escape.  Both  being  confronted 
before  the  magistrate,  the  peasant  maintained  that  he 
only  set  fire  to  his  barn  because  he  knew  that  his 
neighbor,  the  robber,  of  whom  he  had  suspicions,  was 
concealed  there;  and  the  robbtr,  on  his  side,  declar- 
ed that  he  bad  suspected  the  designs  of  the  peasant 
and  had  concealed  himself  that  he  might  detect  him 


in  the  act.  Unfortunately  he  was  not  in  time  to  pre-  ] 
vent  the  fire.  The  judgment  in  the  case  has  not  yet 
been  rendered.  [ Paris  paper. 

German  festivals.  Every  German  village  has  its 
annual  festivals  called  Kirmes,  when  the  poor  people 
meet  in  their  gayest  clothes,  go  to  church  and  there 
make  merry  and  enjoy  themselves  together.  It  was 
originally  the  anniversary  at  which  the  college  church 
was  consecrated,  but  now  by  common  consent,  these 
holidays  all  take  place  in  autumn  after  the  vintage. 

In  the  large  valleys  on  the  upper  Rhine,  Kirmes  last 
for  three  days  there  as  it  does  in  most  of  the  large  vil- 
lages. Every  morning  gay  parties  walk  about  on 
those  beautiful  hills  and  delightful  shores;  after  which, 
those  who  can  afford  it  dine  at  the  inns,  at  every'  one 
of  which  is  an  excellent  table  d'hote  at  one  o’clock: 
and,  after  a rnerry  dinner  and  a cup  of  coffee,  they  ad- 
journ to  the  ball  room. 

The  young  princess  Victoria,  destined  heir  to  the 
British  throne,  promises  by  her  winning  manners  to 
secure  the  foundation  of  an  enduring  popularity  be- 
fore she  assumes  the  august  sceptre  of  a royal  mon- 
arch. At  a late  dejeuner  a la  fourchette,  given  to  her 
by  the  lord  mayor  of  London,  she  was  escorted  to  the 
drawing  room  on  the  arm  of  alderman  Scholey,  and 
exhibited  all  the  naivette  and  rude  beauty  of  a country 
girl. 

The  Thames  tunnel  is  slowly  progressing.  The 
shield  has  36  boxes  and  advances  only  9 inches  an 
hour,  the  greatest  precaution  being  necessary,  as  it  has 
now  reached  620  feet,  and  is  in  the  loose  sand  direct- 
ly under  the  bed  of  the  river.  The  other  12  feet  be- 
ing in  solid  earth  will  be  easier  digging. 

Appropriate  reminiscence.  At  a recent  meeting  of 
the  republican  party  in  London,  who  are  endeavor- 
ing to  procure  a total  abolition  of  the  stamp  duties, 
a procession  was  formed,  and  the  music,  in  allusion 
to  the  early  struggles  of  the  Americans  on  the  same 
subject,  struck  up  our  national  air  of  Yankee  Doo- 
dle, which  had  a most  spiriting  effect  on  the  multi- 
tude. 

Madam  Malibran  de  lieriot  f Garcia ) who  former- 
ly received  20  guineas  for  every  song  she  sung  at  a 
concert — 25  for  private  parties  and  £370  for  acting 
and  singing  three  nights  at  Drury  Lane  theatre,  has 
been  playing  to,  comparatively,  empty  benches  in 
London.  The  English  being  tired  of  her,  she  may 
be  expected  in  the  United  States,  where  she  will  be 
rapturously  greeted — for  we  gladly  receive  any  thing 
John  Bull  has  cast  off,  whether  it  be  a stale  actress  or 
refuse  goods. 

DOMESTIC  CHRONICLE. 

Portrait  of  the  president  of  the  United  States.  The 
“Globe"  says — a thousand  dollars  have  been  subscrib- 
ed by  the  citizens  of  Washington  to  procure  a lull 
length  portrait  of  the  president,  to  adorn  the  city 
ball.  This  subscription  we  learn  was  suggested,  and 
has  been  obtained,  by  some  of  the  public  spirited 
men  of  the  city,  always  opposed  to  the  president  in 
his  political  principles,  but  penetrated  by  a grateful 
sense  of  the  interest,  which,  as  chief  magistrate,  he 
has  evinced  for  the  prosperity  of  the  city,  and  the 
great  improvement  in  it,  which  has  been  effected 
during  his  administration. 

“Statistics  of  prisons.  In  Sing  Sing  prison  only 
289  out  of  842  could  read  and  write  tolerably,  and 
but  52  had  received  a good  English  education;  and 
484  bad  been  habitual  drunkards,  and  many  had  com- 
mitted their  crimes  while  intoxicated.  Of  670  pri- 
soners at  Auburn,  3 only  had  received  a collegiate 
education;  503  had  been  intemperate,  and  400  were 
committed  for  crimes  perpetrated  while  under  the 
influence  of  spirituous  liquors.  In  the  Connecticut 
prison  8 in  100  only,  could  read,  write  and  cypher, 
when  convicted,  and  46  in  100  could  read  and  write; 
44  in  100  committed  their  crimes  under  the  influence 
of  alcohol.  Instruction,  temperance  and  industry  are 
found  to  be  the  surest  preventives  of  crimes.” 

Gen.  Payne  has  been  elected  intendant  of  Charles- 
ton, S.  C.  without  opposition. 

Petrified  fish.  Some  remarkably  beautiful  speci- 
mens ot  organic  remains  of  fish,  exhibiting  the  entire 
form  of  the  animal  preserved  in  all  its  perfection  of 
scales,  fins,  &c.  were  recently  found  in  the  slate 
stone  at  Northampton,  Mass,  by  a young  gentleman 
of  that  place. 

Cannel  coal.  The  Wheeling  Gazette  says — seve- 
ral veins  of  this  coal,  or  the  same  vein  in  several 
places,  have  been  discovered  in  Beaver  county,  Pa. 
some  of  which  are  stated  to  be  of  ten  feet  in  thick- 
ness. One  of  these  veins  was  discovered  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner:  A farmer,  in  clearing  some  land, 
built  a log  or  brush  heap  against  what  he  thought  to 
be  a bank  of  slate,  but  to  his  astonishment,  after  a 
little  time  he  discovered  that  it  had  taken  fire,  and 
burned  with  a bright,  fierce  flame,  which  cost  him 
much  labor  to  extinguish. 

The  season.  Two  curious  circumstances  are  relat- 
ed by  the  Salem  Gazette,  as  evidence  of  the  uncom- 
mon dryness  and  coldness  of  the  present  season.  A 
peat  meadow,  back  of  Chapman’s  tavern,  in  Salem,  on 
the  old  Boston  road,  has  been  burning  nearly  a fort- 


night, until  several  acres  have  been  consumed.  A 
part  of  the  meadow  had  been  planted  with  potatoes, 
which  have  been  destroyed.  In  some  instances  they 
have  been  taken  from  the  ground  roasted,  in  a state 
perfectly  fit  for  eating.  The  fire  took  from  the  burn- 
ing of  some  brushes  at  the  edge  of  the  meadow. 

Bodies  of  ice  formed  by  the  intense  cold  of  last 
winter,  in  some  of  the  Boston  street  tan-yards,  in  Sa- 
lem, have  remained  undissolved,  under  a slight  coat- 
ing of  tan,  to  the  present  time.  Thus  proving  the 
extreme  coolness,  as  the  other  instance  does  the 
great  dryness  of  the  present  season.  [Post.  Trans. 

Consumption  of  -wood.  It  has  been  calculated  that 
every  ship  of  the  line  requires  all  the  good  wood 
which  can  be  found  on  fifty  acres  of  woodland;  and 
the  ships  decay  long  before  the  forest  can  grow  again. 

Frightened  to  death.  A little  girl  aged  about  8 
years,  the  daughter  of  John  Peterson,  residing  about 
five  miles  from  Whitehall,  was  frightened  in  such  a 
manner,  on  Thursday  last,  that  she  died  in  about  two 
hours  after  the  fright.  Her  brolher,  a lad  of  14, 
dressed  himself  in  a dried  bear’s  skin,  and  chased  her 
as  she  was  going  to  school.  ['J'roy  ( JV.  Y.)  (Vhig. 

Girard  estate.  It  is  rumored  that  the  foreign  heirs 
of  Stephen  Girard  filed  a bill  last  week,  in  the  circuit 
court  of  the  United  Slates  for  the  district  of  Penn- 
sylvania, praying  to  have  the  devise  in  the  will  of  Gi- 
rard for  the  endowment  anil  erection  of  a college,  set 
aside,  and  the  property  which  is  the  subject  of  it,  di- 
vided amongst  bis  natural  heirs  and  next  akin. 

Honor  to  the  brave.  The  city  council  of  Charles- 
ton have  erected  a monument  over  the  remains  of  the 
gallant  volunteers  who  died  in  that  city  after  their  re- 
turn from  the  Florida  campaign.  It  is  a handsome 
obelisk  of  white  marble,  ten  feet  high,  on  which  are 
inscribed  the  names  of  the  gallant  deceased,  viz: 
Goodwin  Haigood,  John  Yeargan,  James  T.  Dunn 
and  William  McCray. 

Something  for  the  airious.  The  elections  of  presi- 
dent, electors  of  senate,  delegates  and  sheriff,  all  take 
place  this  fall  in  Maryland.  The  same  elections  will 
not  occur  again  in  the  same  year  until  1897,  when,  if 
the  constitution  ot  the  state  and  the  United  States  are 
not  changed,  or  the  union  is  not  severed,  five  elec- 
tions will  take  place  in  the  fall  of  that  year  in  this 
state,  to  wit:  for  president  of  the  United  States,  elec- 
tors of  state  senate,  house  of  delegates,  sheriff  for 
each  county,  and  representatives  to  congress: 

[ Frederick  ( Md.J  Herald. 
Singidar  event.  The  Indiana  American  says  that, 
Mr.  Temple  was  elected  a representative  to  the  Indi- 
ana legislature  on  the  1st  of  August  last,  from  Foun- 
tain county,  twelve  days  after  his  death.  He  died  at 
Warrenton,  Mississippi,  on  the  1 8th  of  July  last,  and 
was  elected  on  the  1st  of  August  after. 

Montreal  andJVew  York.  The  Montreal  “Herald” 
expresses  the  opinion  that,  when  the  rail  road  from 
Whitehall  to  Albany  is  completed,  and  .the  fleet  of 
steamboats,  which  is  preparing  for  lake  Champlain, 
commence  running,  the  trip  from  Montreal  to  New 
York  (384  miles)  may  be  made  in  twenty  hours! 

Colonization  society.  The  receipts  of  the  Ameri- 
can colonization  society  for  the  month  ending  the  20lh 
of  July,  amount  to  $7,330.  Among  the  donations  is 
one  of  $1,000  from  D.  T.  Walden  of  New  Orleans, 
and  one  of  $700  from  D.  Brand  of  Virginia.  The 
whole  amount  of  subscriptions  and  collections,  says 
the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  from  which  we 
take  the  above,  obtained  by  Mr.  Gurley  during  bis 
late  visit  to  the  south  west,  is  upwards  of  snen  thou- 
sand dollars,  nearly  two  thousand  of  which  has  al- 
ready been  paid.  Several  splendid  legacies  have  re- 
cently been  left  for  the  same  object,  connected,  in 
many  cases,  with  the  emancipation  of  slaves,  on  con- 
dition of  their  proceeding  to  Liberia.  One  of  them 
is  expected  to  yield  $6,0U0,  and  another  $25,000. 

Dr.  Abbot,  the  respected  principal  of  Phillips’ 
academy,  Exeter,  N.  11.  has  presided  over  that  insti- 
tution forty  tune  years.  Messrs.  Webster,  Cass  and 
gov.  Everett  of  Mass,  are  among  the  distinguished  in- 
dividuals who  learned  their  a b ubs  there — says  the 
N.  Y.  Star. 

Schools  in  Boston.  The  Boston  school  committee 
have  voted  to  increase  the  salaries  ot  their  schoolmas- 
ters. The  principals  of  the  Latin  and  English  high 
schools  are  to  have  twenty-four  hundred  dollars,  be- 
ing an  increase  of  four  hundred;  and  the  grammar 
and  writing  masters,  fifteen  hundred,  being  an  in- 
crease of  one  hundred  to  the  former,  and  three  hun- 
dred to  the  latter.  This  is  as  it  should  be. 

Life  insurance.  It  is  stated  in  the  Army  and  Navy 
Chronicle  that  the  late  col.  Hkilwian  insured  his  life 
to  the  amount  of  six  thousand  dollars  in  the  Life  In- 
surance office  in  Baltimore.  By  the  judicious  appro- 
priation of  a small  annual  sum,  this  gallant  officer  has 
thus  been  enabled  to  make  provision  to  the  amount 
stated,  for  his  otherwise  dependent  widow  and  six 
children. 

Gold  coinage.  The  amount  of  gold  coined  at  the 
United  States  mint  at  Philadelphia,  during  the  month 
of  August,  IS36,  was  $631,400,  of  which  $391,700  was 
in  quarter  eagles. 
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OtJ-In  order  to  “get  in”  the  address  of  the  Van  i 
Buren  electors  to  the  people  of  Maryland,  and  the 
opinion  of  chief  justice  Shaw,  in  the  “Boston  slave  1 
case,”  both  of  which  were  received  at  a late  period 
in  the  week,  we  have  been  compelled  to  omit 
many  miscellaneous  articles  prepared  for  the  pre- 
sent sheet. 

{fcJ-The  attitude  in  which  the  state  of  Maryland 
stands,  in  consequence  of  the  refusal  of  the  Van  < 
Buren  electors  of  senate  to  enter  the  electoral  col- 
lege, is  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  this  nation, 
and  has  caused  much  excitement,  not  only  in  this 
state,  but  in  the  neighboring  states.  That  all  may 
fully  understand  the  subject,  Yve  have  given  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Van  Buren  meetings  in  Frede- 
rick and  Cecil  counties  and  in  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
which  recommended  the  Van  Buren  electors  not  to 
go  into  an  election  unless  certain  demands  were  com- 
plied with,  and  the  address  of  those  electors  to  the 
citizens  of  the  state  in  defence  of  their  conduct, 
and  recommending  to  the  people  “to  proceed  forth- 
with, to  elect  on  the  first  Monday  of  November 
next  six  delegates  from  each  county  and  city  to 
meet  in  convention  at  Annapolis  on  the  third  Mon- 
day of  the  same  month,  clothed  with  full  powers  to 
extend  the  authority  of  all  civil  and  military  offi- 
cers now  in  commission  until  a convention  hereaf- 
ter to  be  chosen,  can  be  convened  to  amend  the  old 
or  form  an  entire  new  government  for  the  people.” 

The  Van  Buren  electors  left  Annapolis  on  Wed- 
nesday last,  and  by  the  last  accounts  from  that  city, 
tie  Whig  electors  had  resolved  to  continue  in  ses- 
sion, adjourning  from  day  to  day,  until  a remedy 
c m be  found  for  the  present  deplorable  condition 
of  things.  What  will  be  the  result,  it  is  difficult  to 
predict;  for  while  one  party  appears  resolved  to 
accomplish  “ reform  or  resolution,”  the  other  is 
equally  resolute  in  its  support  of  the  constitution. 
The  question  thus  presented  is,  indeed,  of  great  in- 
terest, and  will  thoroughly  test  the  character  of  our 
institutions. 

A Paris  paper  of  August  19,  says — The  king,  by 
and  ordinance  of  the  4th  instant,  has  appointed  M. 
Serrurier  to  be  his  envoy  extraordinary  and  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  at  Rio  Janeiro,  and  M.  Edward 
Pontais,  in  the  same  quality,  to  the  United  Stales 
of  America. 

We  have  an  account  of  a horrible  affair  in  New 
Orleans,  in  which  three  individuals,  who  attempted 
to  inflict  Lynch  law  upon  judge  Bermudez  of  that 
city,  by  assailing  him  in  his  dwelling,  were  killed. 
The  particulars  of  this  bloody  affray  are  crowded 
out,  but  will  be  placed  on  record  in  our  next,  as  a 
noble  evidence  of  a just  regard  for  personal  and  le- 
gal rights  and  of  success  in  defending  them. 

The  Bowery  theatre  in  New  York  was  destroy- 
ed by  fire  on  Thursday  morning  last.  The  loss  is 
estimated  at  $100,000,  and  no  insurance. 

General  Harrison  arrived  id  Baltimore  from 
Washington  on  Thursday  last,  at  about  2 o’clock, 
P.  M.  He  was  met  at  Carroll’s  bridge,  about  a 
mile  from  the  city,  by  a body  of  citizens  on  horse- 
back, estimated  at  nearly  five  hundred,  who  escorted 
him  into  it.  On  his  arrival  at  Pratt  street  he  was 
met  by  a large  assemblage  on  foot.  A procession 
was  then  formed,  (the  general  having  been  placed 
in  a barouche,  attended  by  the  committee  of  the 
citizens  of  Baltimore,  who  proceeded  to  Washing- 
ton to  invite  him  to  visit  this  city),  which  proceed- 
ed down  Pratt  street  to  the  Point,  from  thence  up 
Market  street  to  the  Eutaw  House — where  the  ge- 
neral was  addressed  by  judge  Charles  W.  Hanson 
on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Baltimore  and  welcom- 
ed to  the  city;  he  replied,  and  expressed  his  deep 
gratitude  for  the  distinguished  honor  with  which  he 
had  been  received,  and  his  admiration  of  the  enter- 
prise and  patriotism  of  the  monumental  city.  Last 
evening  he  attended  the  theatre,  and  this  morning 
departed  in  the  steamboat  for  Philadelphia,  accom- 
panied by  a committee  from  this  city. 

Mr.  Bell  of  Tennessee.  A public  dinner 
was  given  to  this  gentleman  at  Pleasant  Grove  Se- 
minary, six  miles  from  Nashville,  Tennessee,  on 
the  1st  instant.  The  procession  which  was  formed 
on  the  occasion,  was  more  than  a mile  and  a half 
in  length,  and  consisted  of  upwards  of  eleven  hun- 
dred horsemen  and  fifty-six  carnages — and  it  is 
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estimated  that  at  least  4,000  persons  were  present. 
Mr.  Bell  addressedrthe  company,  and  was  listened 
to  with  marked  attention.  Mr.  Peyton  and  Mr. 
Maury  also  addressed  the  assembly. 

Boston  slave  case.  The  opinion  of  the  su- 
reme  judicial  court  of  Massachusetts,  pronounced 
y chief  justice  Shaw,  in  the  case  of  the  Common- 
wealth  vs.  Thomas  Lives  ( known  as  the  “Boston  slave 
case”)  is  published  at  length  in  the  present  sheet. 
The  extraordinary  interest  which  the  case  excited 
will  commend  the  opinion  to  every  reader,  espe- 
cially after  the  following  evidence  of  the  feeling 
which  prevails  on  the  subject  in  the  south. 

From  the  Augusta  ( Geo.)  Sentinel. 

Outrage  upon  southern  rights.  We  fur- 
nish our  readers  this  morning  with  a decision 
which  gives  an  entire  new  feature  to  the  slave 
question.  It  has  just  been  decided  by  the  supreme 
court  of  Massachusetts,  that  a slave  carried  into 
that  state  by  his  owner,  becomes  eo  inslanti  free! 
What  think  you  of  that,  people  of  the  south?  If  a 
southerner  carries  a servant  or  a nurse  with  him 
into  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  the  highest  judical 
tribunal  of  that  state  is  ready  with  its  writs  and 
processes  to  wrest  that  servant  from  him  and  pro- 
nounce him  a freeman  before  his  face!  And  then, 
as  if  to  add  the  grossest  insult  to  the  deepest  injury, 
we  are  told  that  this  decision  is  no  interference 
with  the  rights  of  the  slave  holder,  but  that  rather, 
the  carrying  of  a slave  into  a state  which  does  not 
tolerate  slavery,  is  an  interference  with  the  laws  of 
that  state!  People  of  the  south!  Will  you  sleep 
forever  over  your  dearest  rights?  Are  you  willing 
to  sustain  forever  a confederation  with  states  into 
which  you  dare  not  travel  with  your  property,  lest 
that  property  becomes  by  law  actually  confiscated? 
Of  what  value  to  you  is  a union  which  enables 
those  who  are  in  common  with  yourself,  members 
of  that  union,  to  destroy  the  right  of  private  proper- 
ty and  deprive  you  of  that  which  is  justly  yours. 

This  is  the  strongest  and  boldest  step  ever  yet 
taken  against  the  rights  of  the  south,  and  leaves  the 
puny  efforts  of  the  abolitionists  at  an  immeasurable 
distance  in  the  rear.  The  abolitionists  themselves 
have  thus  far  asked  but  little  more  than  the  liberty 
of  publishing  and  distributing  what  they  please  on 
the  sdbiect  of  slavery,  (bad  enough  in  all  con- 
science), but  here  is  a high  and  powerful  court, 
which  sets  our  negroes  free  as  soon  as  they  can  get 
within  its  reach.  Shall  we  submit  to  this?  Has  it 
not  been  enough  that  we  have  borne  for  years  with 
a patience  almost  amounting  to  servility,  the  ex- 
actions of  the  tariff  for  the  benefit  of  the  north?  Is 
it  not  enough  that  the  coders  of  the  general  govern- 
ment have  been  filled  by  southern  earnings  to  be 
lavished  upon  those  states  in  the  way  of  appropria- 
tions? And  must  we  now  submit  to  have  our  pro- 
perty taken  from  us  by  courts  and  juries,  and  be  in- 
sultingly told  such  things  are  no  interference  be- 
yond our  rights! 

Aaron  Burr’s  remains  were  interred  in  the  coir 
lege  burial  ground  at  Princeton,  N.  J.  by  the  side 
of  his  ancestors,  on  Friday  the  16th  inst.  The  bo- 
dy was  carried  from  Staten  Island  to  New  York 
and  from  thence  to  Amboy,  N.  J.  from  Amboy  to 
Highstown  on  the  rail  road,  whence  it  was  brought 
to  Princeton  in  a hearse,  accompanied  by  the  pall 
bearers,  gen.  Robert  Swartwout,  col.  S.  Swartwout, 
col.  J.  W.  Scott,  col.  Roineyn,  gen.  Bogardus,  maj. 
Popham,  II.  M.  Western  and  Samuel  Copp,  esqrs. 
and  others,  in  carriages.  A large  funeral  proces- 
sion was  formed  in  the  college  green,  comprising 

the  company  of  Mercer  guards — the  clergy 

chief  mourners — Clio  society — faculty  and  stu- 
dents, the  college  and  the  seminary,  citizens,  &c. 
which  proceeded  with  the  body  to  the  college  cha- 
pel where  an  appropriate  address  was  delivered  by 
Dr.  Carnahan,  president  of  the  college,  after  which 
the  services  were  closed  by  Dr.  Rice.  When  the 
body  was  consigned  to  the  earth,  the  military  fired  a 
volley  over  it. 

The  New  York  American,  in  allusion  to  a report 
that  Mr.  Burr  died  surrounded  by  his  friends  and 
in  the  presence  of  a clergyman,  says — he  breathed 
his  last  in  the  presence  of,  and  his  eyes  were  closed 
by,  a passing  stranger — no  relative,  friend,  or  cler- 
gyman, being  in  the  room  at  the  time. 

Exploring  expedition.  The  store  ship  for 
the  south  sea  exploring  expedition,  has  been  launch- 
ed at  Philadelphia.  She  is  described  as  a very  fine 


vessel, ^well  prepared  to  encounter  and  bullet  the 
storms  of  those  high  latitudes.  She  will  mount  10 
guns,  have  100  men,  and  be  commanded  (according 
to  the  U.  S.  Gazette)  by  lieut.  Thomas  A.  Domin. 

The  army.  Resignations  from  the  ai-my  during 
the  week  ending  on  the  8th  Sept.  Captain  Charles 
Dimmock,  1st  artillery,  30th  September;  1st  lieu- 
tenant F.D.  Newcomb,  4th  infantry,  30th  Septem- 
ber; 1st  lieutenant  A.  A.  Humphreys,  2d  artillery, 
30th  September;  brevet  2d  lieutenant  A.  Camp- 
bell, 6th  infantry,  30th  September. 

* [Army  and  Navy  Chron. 

Neapolitan  indemnity.  The  following  no- 
tice will  be  acceptable  to  the  holders  of  claims  on 
Naples: 

Treasury  department,  September  19,  1836. 

Neapolitan  indemnity.  Notice  is  hereby  given, 
that  the  whole  of  the  third  instalment  under  the 
Neapolitan  treaty  has  reached  this  country,  and 
soon  as  all  the  accounts  relating  thereto  shall  ar- 
rive, so  that  the  nett  proceeds  can  be  accurately 
ascertained,  proper  arrangements  will  be  made  as  to 
the  time  and  places  of  payment  to  the  claimants, 
and  public  notice  thereof  given.  In  the  mean  time 
the  certificates  still  remaining  in  this  department 
will  be  forwarded  as  the  claimants  may  be  pleased 
to  direct.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Spanish  indemnity.  The  Washington  Globe 
states  that  a portion  of  the  Spanish  indemnity  has 
been  paid,  and  arrived  in  this  country,  besides  all 
the  instalments  due  from  France  and  Naples. 


The  cholera  at  Charleston. 

From  the  fol- 

lowing  statement  it  appears  that  the  cholera  is  on 
the  decrease  at  Charleston. 

New  cases. 

Deaths. 

On  the  14th  11 

2 

15  th  6 

2 

ICth  6 

4 

. 17th  8 

1 

An  endorsement  on  the  way  bill  from  North  San- 
tee states  that  two  cases  of  cholera  had  occurred  on 
col.  T.  Pinckney’s  plantation,  South  Santee,  both 
of  which  terminated  fatally.  A letter  from  the 
same  place  enlarges  the  statement  by  making  the 
number  of  cases  six,  and  that  of  death's  four. 

From  Florida.  We  have  no  news  of  import- 
ance from  Florida — Newnansville  still  held  out,  and 
a hope  is  expressed  that  the  reinforcements  allud- 
ed to  in  our  last,  would  arrive  in  time  to  prevent 
it  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The 
inhabitants  and  the  troops  throughout  the  territory- 
are  represented  as  being  in  a most  deplorable  con- 
dition. A letter  dated  on  St.  John’s  river.  Sept.  4, 
after  stating  that  the  number  of  troops  in  the  fortifi- 
ed posts  south  of  Black  river  amount  to  only  867 
men,  adds,  “in  these  several  forts  are  upwards  of 
2,000  persons  crowded  together,  exhibiting  a scene 
of  starving  and  squalid  wretchedness  scarcely  to 
be  imagined.” 

A letter  from  Florida  says — “The  Tennessee 
troops  in  Georgia,  with  the  regulars  under  the  com- 
mand of  gen.  Jesup,  amounting  in  all  to  from  2,500 
to  3,000  men,  are  expected  here  in  a few  days.” 

The  following  is  from  the  Jacksonville,  (E.  F.) 
Courier  of  the  8th  instant. 

Latest  intelligence — army  movements,  &c.  Major 
Pierce  with  all  the  effective  force  from  St.  Augus- 
tine left  Black  creek  on  Saturday  evening,  encamp- 
ing that  night  at  Bull  creek,  five  miles  from  Garey’s 
ferry,  on  his  way  to  Newnansville.  The  force  with 
him  amounted  to  little  upwards  of  two  hundred 
men.  A train  of  wagons  went  on  under  escort. 
We  are  told  that  major  P.  is  determined  to  try 
another  battle  with  the  Indians,  and  that  too,  spee- 
dily. May  the  God  of  battles  grant  him  success. 

Capt.  Walker,  from  Nassau  county,  left  this  place 
on  Tuesday  morning  with  sixteen  men,  to  join  the 
remainder  of  his  company  at  Newnansville. 

The  two  companies  of  militia,  ( whose  time  of 
service  expires  in  a few  days),  and  the  one  of  re- 
gulars at  Fort  Gilliland,  joined  with  the  men  just 
gone  on  with  major  Pierce,  will,  we  hope,  be  able 
to  save  Newnansville  from  the  Indians.  That  place 
has  been  threatened  and  will  probably  be  attacked, 
or  the  roads  leading  to  it  so  beset,  that  communica- 
tion, except  under  strong  escorts,  will  be  interdict- 
| ed. 
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Mr.  Charles  Dell,  who  left  Newnansville  on  Sa- 
turday last,  states  that  for  some  time  the  Indians 
have  been  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the 
fort.  It  seems  that  they  have  made  their  head 
quarters  at  San  Felasco  (col.  Sanchez’s  plantation) 
only  four  miles  from  Newnansville,  and  collecting 
cattle,  penned  them  there  for  a night,  and  then 
drove  them  off  towards  Hogtown  prairie.  The  In- 
dians, on  Tuesday  night  of  last  week,  came  within 
150  yards  of  the  fort,  and  stripping  a slip  of  bark 
from  a tree,  made  some  marks,  which  were  inter- 
peted  by  those  skilled  in  Seminole  hieroglyphicks 
to  signify  that  150  Indians  were  present  at  that 
place.  It  is  impossible  to  say  what  force  the  inter- 
nals have,  but  enough  to  overrun  Florida  unless  as- 
sistance soon  comes. 

The  women  and  childeren  at  Newnansville  must 
suffer  incredible  hardships,  at  night  shut  up  in  the 
fort,  alarmed,  needy  and  sick.  The  day  is  spent  in 
the  tents  pitched  around  the  fort.  We  are  told 
that  the  number  is  nearly  three  hundred. 

At  Black  creek,  the  people  from  Alachua,  who 
sought  that  place  for  security,  and  are  encamped  on 
both  sides  of  the  creek  for  some  distance  along  the 
road,  are  suffering  greatly  from  sickness.  Such  are 
their  exposures  to  the  weather,  their  want  of  al- 
most every  comfort  of  life,  that  the  preservation  of 
their  healths  is  a thing  almost  impossible.  The 
measles  and  the  whooping  cough  still  prevail  among 
them. 

These  epidemics,  in  addition  to  the  fevers  conse- 
quent on  their  exposures,  place  these  unfortunate 
people  in  extremis  rebus.”  It  is  said  two-thirds  of 
them  are  now  sick.  What  must  be  their  suffering! 
houseless,  homeless,  lying  upon  the  ground,  expos- 
ed to  the  noon-day  heat,  the  damps  and  dews  of 
night,  and  the  storms  of  heavan,  destitute  of  every 
thing,  even  of  medical  aid,  (except  what  is  render- 
ed by  the  surgeon  of  the  post),  sick,  dying! 

Novel  law'  case.  A case  of  great  novelty 
was  tried  on  Wednesday  last,  before  the  circuit  su- 
perior court  of  law  and  chancery  for  Spottsyl vania. 
Judge  Lomax  presiding.  We  allude  to  the  case  of 
Payne  vs.  Smith.  The  plaintiff  some  years  ago 
brought  an  action  of  detinue,  in  Orange  superior 
court,  against  his  brother,  in  which  a jury  gave  a 
verdict  Tor  the  defendant.  Conceiving  that  his  at- 
torney— Mr. — now  judge — Barbour,  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States,  had  been  guilty  of  ne- 
glect of  professional  duty,  or  deficient  in  skill  in 
the  conduct  of  the  suit,  Payne  brought  an  action 
against  him  for  damages,  in  Orange,  and  had  the 
case  removed  to  Culpeper  county.  The  trial  came 
on  about  four  years  ago — Wm.  Smith,  esq.  for  the 
plaintiff.  Judge  Barbour  disdained  to  defend  the 
suit,  and  was  not  at  the  court,  but  two  gentlemen 
of  the  Culpeper  bar  volunteered  in  his  behalf. 
The  trial  lasted  two  days,  and  resulted  (as  might 
have  been  anticipated  from  the  well  known  ability 
and  zeal  of  judge  Barbour)  in  a verdict  for  the  de- 
fendant. 

Payne  next  instituted  a suit  against  Smith,  his 
counsel  in  Payne  vs.  Barbour,  for  neglect  of  duty 
and  want  of  professional  skill.  The  case  was  con- 
tinued from  time  to  time,  and  was  subseqeently  re- 
moved to  this  county.  It  cajne  on  for  trial  during 
t!ie  last  term.  Smith  did  not  defend  the  suit,  and 
the  jury  gave  a verdict  of  one  thousand  dollars  da- 
mages. 'The  judge  granted  a new  trial,  which 
took  place  on  Wednesday  last.  Plaintiff’s  counsel, 
Mr.  Preston,  of  Baltimore — Mr.  Smith  appearing 
for  himself.  Verdict  for  the  defendant. 

We  have  never  seen  a case  supported  by  less 
evidence.  All  the  plaintiff's  witnesses,  as  well  as 
several  of  the  jury  in  tile  case  of  Payne  vs.  Bar- 
bour, testified  to  the  fact,  that  Smith  had  managed 
the  case  with  great  zeal  and  ability.  It  was  also 
in  evidence,  that  while  the  jury  were  in  their  room, 
Payne  had  expressed  himself  in  terms  of  satisfac- 
tion and  admiration  of  the  efforts  of  his  counsel. 

Gentlemen  of  the  bar  at  all  times  act  under  a 
deep  sense  of  responsibility,  but  a few  clients,  like 
the  plaintiff  in  this  case,  would  make  the  profession 
too  hazardous  to  be  pursued  as  a calling.  Mr. 
Preston  acquitted  himself  very  handsomely,  and  we 
believe  his  client  does  not  intend  to  bring  an  action 
against  him.  [Fredericksburg  Arena. 

Law  case.  United  States  district  court.  This 
court  has  been  occupied  during  the  last  four  days 
with  a suit  brought  by  the  district  attorney  against 
J.  W.  Mahon,  captain  of  the  ship  Union,  and  Wm. 

C.  Boardman,  to  recover  the  amount  of  their  bonds 
passed  at  the  custom  house,  under  the  act  of  congress 
for  the  protection  of  American  seamen.  On  the 
part  of  the  prosecution  it  was  alleged  that  the  de- 
fendants forfeited  their  bonds  in  consequence  of  the 
captain  having  refused  to  bring  back  three  Ameri- 
can seaman,  named  Kenon  Retou,  Peter  Johnson 


and  William  Brown,  whom  he  had  taken  as  seamen 
in  his  ship  to  Liverpool.  The  evidence  for  the  pro- 
secution was  directed  to  show  that  when  the  ship 
was  about  to  sail,  the  three  seamen  went  to  their 
dinner,  and  returned  in  about  twenty  minutes,  and 
that  during  their  absence  the  ship  proceeded  into 
the  river,  but  was  so  near  the  three  seamen  that 
they  could  be  seen;  that  they  called  and  made  sig- 
nals for  a boat  to  be  sent  for  them,  which  the  cap- 
tain neglected  to  do,  and  went  to  sea  without  them. 
For  the  defence  it  was  stated  that  the  men  absent- 
ed themselves  without  leave,  and  neglected  to  re- 
turn until  it  was  too  late  for  the  captain  to  take 
them  on  board.  Verdict  for  the  prosecution. 

[IV.  F".  Jour.  Com. 


FOREIGN  NEWS. 

The  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser  contains 
the  following  items  of  news  selected  from  Liverpool 
papers,  to  the  24th  ult.  received  at  that  office. 

The  newspaper  stamp  duties  bill  was  amended  in 
the  house  of  lords  by  the  rejection  of  the  clauses  re- 
quiring the  names  of  proprietors  to  he  registered. — 
On  its  being  returned,  thus  mutilated,  to  the  com- 
mons, the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  moved  that 
the  bill  ba  laid  aside,  which  was  agreed  to.  Pie 
then  introduced  another  bill  precisely  similar  to  the 
first,  except  that  the  registration  clauses  were  omit- 
ted, which  was  read  on  the  10th  August,  and  on 
1 1th  read  twice  and  passed.  It  was  then  sent  up 
and  passed  in  the  house  of  lords  on  the  12th. 

The  Jewish  civil  disabilities  bill  was  read  a third 
time  and  passed  in  the  house  of  commons  on  the 
16th. 

The  church  temporalities  bill  for  Ireland  was 
passed  in  the  house  of  lords  on  the  16th. 

The  newspaper  stamp  duties  bill  received  the 
royal  assent  on  the  18th  of  August. 

The  British  parliament  was  prorogued  on  the  20th 
August  by  a speech  from  the  throne.  The  speech 
shall  have  a place  in  our  next. 

Mr.  N.  M.  Rothschild’s  will  gives  £20,000  per 
annum  to  his  widow,  with  his  house  in  Piccadilly 
and  that  purchased  by  him  from  the  princess  Ame- 
lia, and  all  the  furniture,  plate  and  jewels;  £ 120,000 
to  each  of  his  daughters;  £1,000  to  each  of  his 
wife’s  brothers,  and  £500  to  each  of  her  sisters. — 
£ 10,000  to  Mr.  Cohen,  one  of  his  executors;  some 
charitable  donations;  and  the  residue  to  be  equally 
divided  between  his  four  sons,  who  are  to  continue 
the  business  exactly  as  heretofore,  in  conjunction 
with  the  houses  in  Vienna,  Frankfort  and  Paris. 

The  crops.  Report  speaks  favorably  of  the  wheat 
crop  in  England  and  Ireland,  and  in  the  south  east- 
ern counties  a very  considerable  portion  has  alrea- 
dy been  secured  in  excellent  condition 

The  prospects  of  the  harvest  in  Scotland  were 
very  fine. 

The  people  of  Caucasus  to  the  number  of  60,000 
are  moving  against  the  Russians.  The  population 
number  six  hundred  thousand,  and  80,000  for  an 
adverse  force  to  a power  so  much  detested,  can 
hardly  he  overrated.  The  tribes  of  Daghasten,  and 
Scircuan,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Mingreiia,  Imernia 
and  Georgia,  are  more  anxious  to  declare  their  hos- 
tile feelings  towards  the  Russians  than  they  are  to 
conceal  them.  In  the  mean  time  Russia  cannot 
depend  upon  her  own  soldiers.  They  wait  hut  an 
opportunity  to  declare  their  hostility.  From  a late 
number  of  the  German  Courier,  we  are  led  to  anti- 
cipate a revolution  among  the  Russians,  inasmuch 
as  an  immense  body  of  the  Caucasans  have  com- 
bined against  them.  To  subdue  the  Circassians  is 
impossible  in  their  primeval  forest  and  defiles,  and 
extermination  is  the  only  warfare  Russia  can  hope 
to  use  successfully  against  such  a foe.  Russia, 
however,  hopes  to  put  down  this  and  all  such  com- 
binations in  the  almost  undivided  hostility  which 
one  tribe  of  the  Circassians  bears  against  another. 
While  they  hate  Russia  they  despise  each  other,  and 
here  Russia  expects  to  continue  her  triumph  over 
a powerful  hut  divided  foe. 

The  important  intelligence  had  been  received 
from  Spain  that  the  constitution  of  1812  was  pro- 
claimed at  Madrid  on  the  3d  of  August,  and  tiiat 
on  the  5th  a royal  decree  was  issued,  dissolving  the 
national  guard  of  Madrid.  This  must  have  been 
occasioned  by  fear  or  proof  of  disaffection  among 
the  citizens  composing  that  body.  This  disaffection, 
however,  is  thought  to  be  directed  only  against  the 
existing  government  for  its  inactivity  or  want  of 
success  in  putting  down  Don  Carlos,  and  not  to  in- 
dicate any  disposition  in  his  favor. 

A French  ship  of  the  line  and  corvette  sailed 
from  Brest,  on  the  11th  of  August,  for  the  coast  of 
Spain.  A powerful  intervention  by  France  is  still 
asserted  and  denied  with  great  pertinacity.  Orders 
had  been  transmitted  to"  Toulon,  to  have  all  the 
ships  in  that  harbor  ready  to  sail  at  an  hour’s  no- 
tice. 


Gen.  Evans  is  not  dead,  after  all.  A letter  dated 
St.  Sebastian,  Aug.  10,  says  that  he  is  very  unwell, 
from  which  it  may  be  inferred,  we  think,  that  he  is 
still  alive.  The  British  legion  was  fast  losing  by 
desertion,  owing  to  difficulties  about  pay,  but  a 
large  reinforcement  to  the  French  legion’ was  ex- 
pected. 

From  the  London  Sun,  August  22. 

We  have  advices  from  Bayonne  to  the  17th  inst. 
On  the  14th  gen.  Evans  proceeded  to  Bayonne,  for 
the  purpose  of  having  an  interview  with  general 
Harispe;  but  the  latter  was  absent,  and  the  gallant 
member  for  Westminster  returned  to  San  Sebastian. 
The  condition  of  the  legion  is  deplorable. 

Another  change  has  taken  place  in  the  Spanish 
ministry. 

The  Madrid  Gazette  of  the  loth  contains  the  fol- 
lowing decrees: 

“The  constitution  of  1812  is  proclaimed  till  the 
reassembling  of  the  cortes,  which  will  pronounce 
relative  to  the  institutions  that  ought  to  be  given  to 
Spain. 

“M.  Calatrava  is  appointed  president  of  the  coun- 
cil of  ministers. 

“M.  Ferres,  minister  of  finance. 

“M.  Labuada,  minister  of  the  interior. 

“General  Seone  replaces  gen.  Quesada. 

“General  Rodil  is  .appointed  to  the  command  of 
the  guard,  charged  with  the  general  inspection  of 
militia. 

“The  decree  proclaiming  Madrid  in  a state  of 
siege  has  been  recalled,  and  the  national  guard  of 
Madrid  is  reorganized. 

“The  constitution  of  1812  has  been  proclaimed 
at  Santander  and  St.  Sebastian.” 

Havana.  Letters  have  been  received  at  New 
York  from  the  Havana,  which  say  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  late  commotions  in  Spain,  which  re- 
sulted in  the  proclaiming  of  the  constitution  of 
1812,  great  sensation  has  been  felt  among  all  classes 
of  people.  The  majority  of  the  inhabitants,  it  is 
well  known,  entertain  ultra  liberal  opinions,- and 
some  change,  it  is  apprehended,  will  ensue  in  the 
the  political  organization  of  the  government  of  the 
island. 

The  brother  of  governor  Tacon  was  in  command 
at  Cadiz  when  the  late  revolution  took  place,  and 
was  compelled  to  obey  the  will  of  the  people. 


“REFORM  OR  REVOLUTION”  IN  MARY- 
LAND!!! 

The  late  electoral  election  in  Maryland  resulted, 
as  before  stated,  in  the  choice  of  twenty-one  Whig 
and  nineteen  Van  Burcn  electors.  These  electors 
were  enjoined  by  the  constitution  lo  meet  at  An- 
napolis on  Monday  last  (the  3d  Monday  in  Septem- 
ber) “and  they  or  any  tu-enty-four  of  them  so  met, 
to  proceed  to  elect  by  ballot,  either  out  of  their 
own  body  or  the  people  at  large,  fifteen  senators; 
(nine  to  he  residents  on  the  western  and  six  to  be 
residents  on  the  eastern  shore).” 

The  18th  section  prescribes,  “that  the  electors, 
immediately  on  their  meeting,  and  before  the}r  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  senators,  take  such  oath  of 
support  and  fidelity  to  this  state,  as  this  convention 
or  the  legislature  shall  direct,  and  also  an  oalh  to 
elect,  without  favor,  affection,  partiality  or  preju- 
dice, such  persons  for  senators,  as  they  in  their 
judgment  and  conscience  believe  best  qualified  for 
the  office.” 

The  form  of  the  oath  to  be  taken  by  each  elector, 
is  as  follows: 

“I  do  swear  that  I will  he  faithful  and  hern-  true 
allegiance  to  the  state  of  Maryland,  and  that  I will 
support  the  constitution  and  laws  thereof,  and  that 
I will  to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  judgment,  dili- 
gently and  faithfully,  without  partiality  or  preju- 
dice,’execute  the  office  of  elector  according  to  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  this  state.” 

On  Friday  the  0th  inst.  an  editorial  article  ap- 
peared in  the  Baltimore  Republican,  exhibiting  the 
result  of  the  electoral  election,  and  showing  that 
the  nineteen  Van  Buren  electors  represented  a po- 
pulation of  205,922  white  inhabitants,  and  the  twen- 
ty-one Whig  electors  a population  of  S5.170  white 
inhabitants— and,  after  commenting  in  strong  terms 
upon  the  gross  inequality  of  the  representative  sys- 
tem of  the  state,  and  alluding  to  a report  that  the 
Whig  party,  when  it  was  believed  that  the  Van 
Buren  party  had  a majority  of  electors,  would  not 
go  into  an  election  for  senators,  expressed  a hope 
that  the  Van  Buren  electors  would  not  permit  their 
opponents  to  choose  a senate  entirely  “opposed  to 
the  will  of  the  people.” 

On  Saturday  the  10th  inst.  the  following  notice 
was  issued  in  Frederick  town. 

REFORMERS,  TO  THE  RESCUE! 

NOW  OR  NEVER. 

The  people  of  Maryland,  at  the  recent  senatorial 
elections  have,  by  a decided  majority,  signified  so- 
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leranly,  their  will,  that  no  man  ought  to  he  placed  [ 
in  the  next  senate  of  the  state,  hostile  to  a radical 
change  in  its  legislative  and  fundamental  laws;  and 
it  is  the  duty  of  every  good  citizen,  to  see  that  the 
will  of  the  people  is  carried  into  full  effect;  and 
there  being  good  cause  to  fear  that  a majority  of 
the  senatorial  electors  who  have  been  chosen,  will 
contemptuously  disregard  the  well  known  wish  of 
those  for  whom  they  are  to  select  lawgivers,  every 
friend  of  order,  and  of  that  reform  which  can  alone 
long  preserve  it,  is  earnestly  urged  to  attend  a meet- 
ing, to  be  held  at  the  court  house  in  Frederick,  at 
early  candle  light  this  evening,  to  devise  means  to 
carry  into  effect  the  will  of  the  people  of  Mary- 
land in  the  formation  of  the  state  senate. 

Frederick,  Saturday,  Sept.  10,  1836. 

The  Frederick  “Citizen”  of  the  16th  says — 

Pursuant  to  the  above  call,  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  respectable  meetings  ever  held  in  Frede- 
rick, assembled  at  the  court  nouse,  and  on  motion 
of  Francis  Thomas,  esq.  organized  by  calling  capt. 
Geo.  W.  Ext  and  Henry  Nixdorff,  esq.  to  the 
chair  and  appointing  Messrs.  John  J.  Steiner  and 
William  Tyler,  jr.  secretaries. 

When,  on  motion  of  P.  H.  Brown,  the  chair  ap- 
pointed the  following  gentlemen  a committee  to  re- 
port resolutions  for  the  consideration  of  the  meet- 
ing, viz: 

P.  H.  Brown,  Dr.  AYm.  Tyler, 

H.  R.  Warfield,  Col.  John  McPherson, 

John  JI.  McElfresh  Francis  Thomas. 

M.  E.  Bartgis, 

Who  reported  the  following  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions, which  were  supported  most  ably  and  elo- 
quently, in  spirit  stirring  addresses  by  Francis  Tho- 
mas, Henry  R.  Warfield  and  John  McElfresh,  esqs. 
which  were  responded  to  most  enthusiastically  by 
the  assembled  multitude. 

This  meeting  is  deeply  impressed  with  the  con- 
viction, that  a crisis  exists  in  the  affairs  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Maryland,  demanding  the  adoption  of  deci- 
sive and  energetic  measures.  When  the  late  senate 
of  the  state  was  chosen  in  1831,  our  condition  was 
prosperous  and  our  treasury  was  full,  now  at  the 
expiration  of  their  term  of  service,  we  are  on  the 
verge  of  bankruptcy.  The  late  senate  of  the  state 
was  characterized  by  a system  of  legislation  highly 
improvident  and  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the 
state,  and  in  many  instances  utterly  regardless  of 
those  rights  of  the  people,  which  are  inalienable 
and  inestimably  dear  to  every  freeman. 

In  the  late  senatorial  election  a vast  majority  of 
the  people  have,  after  a calm  and  deliberate  review 
of  the  past  conduct  of  their  rulers,  expressed  a fix- 
ed and  determined  purpose,  that  the  places  which 
“knew  them  once  shall  know  them  no  more.” 
They  have  emphatically  declared  by  their  votes, 
that  the  whole  of  the  last  senate,  and  a majority  of 
the  house  of  delegates,  have  forfeited  public  confi-* 
deuce;  that  they, "by  oppressive  and  ruinous  legis- 
lation, have  brought  the  institutions  of  the  state 
into  disrepute  and  made  the  quiet  enjoyment  of 
that  property  which  has  been  accumulated  by  honest 
industry  problematical.  The  same  people  have  de- 
clared it  to  be  their  will,  that  the  friends  of  Martin 
Van  Buren  and  republican  principles  shall  have  the 
ower  to  form  the  next  senate  of  the  s tate;  and  they 
ave  said  also  in  the  result  of  the  senatorial  elec-  i 
tion,  that  there  shall  be  chosen  a senate  ready  and 
willing  to  reform  all  abuses  in  the  legislative  and 
executive  departments  of  the  government,  and  to  1 
correct  and  amend  all  defects  in  the  existing  con- 
stitution and  form  of  government.  Nevertheless,  ; 
by  reason  of  the  abhorrent  inequalities  which  exist  j 
in  the  apportionment  of  delegates  to  the  electoral 
college  of  state  senators,  there  have  been  elected  ' 
by  a small  minority  of  the  people,  (85,179,  amount-  ( 
ing  to  but  little  over  one-fourth  of  the  white  popu-  i 
lation  of  the  state),  twenty-one  electors  forming  a 
majority  of  the  whole  electoral  college  who,  or  a ma- 
jority of  whom,  we  have  good  reason  to  believe  and 
fear,  are  deaf  to  the  voice  of  the  people,  and  who  are 
ready  to  make  choice  of  a senate,  prepared  to  per- 
petuate the  abuses  of  which  the  people  loudly 
complain;  and  who  will  resist  all  amendments  and 
reforms  in  the  constitution,  required  by  the  people, 
and  demanded  by  every  principle  of  justice. 

And  whereas,  the  15th  section  of  the  constitu- 
tion declares  that  NO  SENATE  CAN  BE  FORM- 
ED UNLESS  TWENTY-FOUR  ELECTORS 
agree  to  meet  for  the  appointment  of  the  members 
of  which  it  is  to  consist. 

Therefore  resolved,  That  the  senatorial  electors  of 
this  county,  be  instructed  to  require  of  the  twenty- 
one  whig  electors  a pledge  that  no  member  of  the 
former  senate,  and  no  member  of  the  house  of  dele- 
gates who  opposed  the  bill  calling  a convention  of 
the  people,  shall  be  elected  to  the  next  senate  of 
the  state.  That  at  least  eight  of  the  members  of 


| the  senate  to  be  chosen  by  the  electoral  college 
shall  be  selected  from  among  persons  known  to  en- 
tertain opinions  and  sentiments  coinciding  with  the 
principles  and  opinions  held  by,  and  governing  a 
majority  of  the  people  (205,922),  who  have  elected 
19  V.  B.  electors,  and  that  in  the  formation  of  the 
senate  there  shall  be  a majority  of  members  known 
to  be  favorable  to  such  a thorough  and  radical  re- 
form of  the  constitution  of  the  state  as  will  ensure 
to  all  citizens  living  under  it,  equal  political  rights 
and  privileges. 

Resolved,  That  unless  the  pledges  required  by 
the  preceding  resolution,  are  solemnly  given  in  true 
faith,  tile  two  electors  from  this  county,  be  requested 
to  refuse  to  enter  into  an  election  of  senators:  pro- 
vided that  the  electors  from  other  counties  and  ci- 
ties, having  a majority  of  the  white  population  of 
the  state  therein,  will  co-operate  with  them  to  de- 
feat the  election  of  a senate,  hostile  to  a reform  in 
the  constitution  to  the  extent  required  in  the  first 
resolution. 

Resolved,  That  our  friends  in  the  counties  and 
cities  that  have  elected  Van  Buren  reform  electors, 
are  earnestly  invited  and  recommended  to  join  us 
in  these  measures  as  the  only  means  by  which  we 
can  avoid  the  fate  of  being  again  compelled  to  sub- 
mit for  five  years  at  least,  to  the  tyranny  of  a go- 
vernment, wielded  and  controlled  by  a small  and 
aristocratic  minority  of  the  people  of  the  state. 

On  notion  of  Mr.  M.  E;  Bartgis  the  preamble 
and  resolutions  were  submitted  to  the  meeting,  and 
unanimously  adopted,  and  were  on  motion  ordered 
to  be  printed  in  the  newspapers  of  the  state. 

When  on  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned  to  meet 
again  at  the  same  place  on  Wednesday  evening 
next. 

GEO.  W.  ENT,  ) , . 

H.  NIXDORFF,  5 chalrmm- 

J.  J.  Steiner,  ) secretaries 

Wm.  Tyler,  jr.  $ secretanes- 

On  Thursday  the  15th,  agreeably  to  public  notice 
“a  large  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Cecil  county  con- 
vened in  the  court  house  in  Elkton,  when  colonel 
Adam  Wkann  and  major  John  N.  Black  were 
called  to  the  chair,  and  George  H.  Joyce  appoint- 
ed secretary. 

The  objects  of  the  meeting  having  been  explain- 
ed, 

On  motion,  a committee  of  six  was  appointed  to 
report  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sentiments  of 
the  meeting. 

This  committee  was  composed  of  the  following 
named  gentlemen:  Rich’d  C.  Hollyday,  col.  AVm. 
Mackey,  Benjamin  F.  Mackall,  Thomas  Richards, 
jr.  George  Davidson  and  J.  S.  II.  Boyce,  who,  after 
retiring  reported  the  following  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions: 

The  citizens  of  Cecil  county  in  this  meeting  as- 
sembled, are  fully  aroused  to  the  importance  of  the 
present  existing  crisis  in  their  affairs.  They  view' 
this  crisis  as  the  incontrovertible  evidence  of  a de- 
mand on  the  people  of  Maryland  for  their  prompt 
and  decisive  action.  Five  years  ago,  when  the  last 
senate  of  the  state  was  chosen,  our  “treasury  was 
overflowing,  the  condition  of  our  state  compared  to 
what  it  is  at  present,  eminently  prosperous,  and 
now'  the  constitutional  term  of  service  of  that  senate 
has  expired,  we  find  that  our  finances  have  been 
improvidently  squandered,  our  treasury  reduced  to 
the  condition  of  bankruptcy,  and  our  state  placed 
upon  the  very  brink  of  utter  and  hopeless  ruin. 
The  system  of  legislation  which,  since  1831,  has 
been  pursued  and  strenuously  adhered  to  by  the 
last  senate,  and  W'hich  has  strikingly  characterized 
its  proceedings  as  a legislative  body,  has  not  only 
been  highly  detrimental,  peculiarly  disastrous,  and 
eminently  injurious  to  the  best  and  vital  interest 
of  the  citizens  of  our  state,  but  too  often  in  violation 
of  their  just  and  constitutional  rights  as  a republi- 
can people,  and  in  derogation  of  those  unalienable 
rights  and  privileges,  wnich  are  ever  fondly  che- 
rished by  a free  people,  as  inestimably  dear.  But 
the  united  voice  of  a great  majority  of  the  people 
)f  the  state  at  the  late  electoral  election,  has  pro- 
ilaimed  that  the  system  of  legislation  pursued  by 
he  last  senate,  was  altogether  obnoxious  to  them, 
md  in  direct  conflict  with  their  views  and  their 
wishes.  The  voice  of  the  people  has  also  declared, 
that  as  freemen  they  can  no  longer  quietly  submit 
1o  the  tyrannical  government  of  an  irresponsible 
ind  an  aristocratic  minority,  but  that  they  are  de- 
termined to  rise  at  once  to  the  rescue  of  their  re- 
publican rights  and  constitutional  liberty.  The 
najority  of  the  people  have  declared,  that  even  now, 
tie  rulers  of  our  state  must  be  changed,  their  rights 
as  freemen  respected,  secured  to  them,  and  placed 
beyond  the  grasp  of  usurpers.  By  their  votes  at 
the  late  election,  a vast  majority  of  the  people  of 
the  state  have  unequivocally  pronounced  the  sen- 
tence of  condemnation  on  the  whole  of  the  last  se- 


nate, and  on  the  majority  of  the  house  of  delegates, 
for  their  unconstitutional  and  oppressive  acts,  have 
declared  them  wholly  unworthy  of  public  confi- 
dence, and  have  proclaimed  that  as  representatives, 
they  have  forfeited  and  abused  the  trust  reposed  in 
them.  For  these  legislators  have  bv  their  acts  sub- 
verted the  fundamental  and  vested  rights  of  proper- 
ty, accumulated  by  honest  industry, "and  have  ren- 
dered its  tenure  by  the  enactment  of  ex-post-facto 
laws  unsafe  and  insecure.  It  is  the  will  of  a great 
majority  of  the  people  of  Maryland,  and  by  "their 
votes  they  have  so  declared,  that  the  supporters  of 
the  republican  principles  of  government  should  be 
chosen  to  represent  them  in  the  next  senate  of  the 
state.  It  is  also  the  firm  and  determined  wish  of 
a large  majority  of  the  people  that  a state  senate 
should  be  selected,  who  would  promptly  aid  in  the 
amendment  and  the  reform  of  the  glaring  defects  in 
our  state  constitution,  who  would  fearlessly  advo- 
cate the  correction  of  all  existing  abuses  in’ the  ju- 
dicial, the  executive  and  the  legislative  branches  of 
government,  who  would  relieve  the  people  from  the 
unequal,  the  unjust,  the  unwarranted  and  the  op- 
pressive burdens  placed  upon  them,  and  who  would, 
by  every  constitutional  and  republican  means,  ame- 
liorate "their  condition,  and  raise  the  political  cha- 
racter of  Maryland  from  its  present  state  of  degra- 
dation. And  yet,  notwithstanding  these  considera- 
tions, in  consequence  of  the  unequal  apportionment 
of  the  members  of  the  electoral  college  among  the 
counties  without  reference  to  the  population  of 
each,  a very  small  minority  of  the  people  (85,179) 
comprising  but  little  more  than  one-fourth  of  our 
entire  white  population,  have  elected  twenty-one 
senatorial  electors,  the  majority  of  the  electoral  col- 
lege, men  of  whom,  from  the  political  principles 
they  are  known  to  support,  we  can  but  feel  a deep 
apprehension  that  they  will  heedlessly  turn  a deaf 
ear  to  the  voice  of  the  people,  and  select  a senate 
who  will  rivet  on  us  the  chains  of  oppression,  and 
perpetuate  all  the  monstrous  abuses  now  loudly  de- 
nounced by  a vast  majority  of  the  people,  and  who 
will  strenuously  oppose  every  salutary  measure  of 
that  reform  in  our  constitution  and  state  'wern- 
ment  which  is  now  imperatively  demandedSby  the 
necessities  of  the  people,  and  by  every  principle  of 
republican  justice. 

And  whereas,  the  state  constitution  in  the  15th 
section,  declares  that  the  electors  shall  meet  at  An- 
napolis, and  requires  the  presence  of  at  least  twen- 
ty-four members  in  the  electoral  college,  for  the 
election  of  the  senate.  Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  electors  from  this  county  be 
instructed,  before  entering  the  electoral  college,  to 
require  a solemn  pledge  from  the  whig  electors  that 
no  member  of  the  last  senate,  and  no  member  of 
the  house  of  delegates  who  opposed  the  calling  of  a 
convention  for  the  reform  of  our  state  constitution, 
be  placed  in  the  next  senate  of  the  state.  That 
at  least  eight  members  of  the  new  senate  be  chosen 
from  among  individuals  enter;aining  the  political 
principles  which  govern  the  great  majority  of  the 
people  of  the  state,  and  who  have  elected  the  nine- 
teen republican  electors;  and  that  the  senate  be  con- 
stituted of  individuals  who  will  promote  a salutary 
and  radical  reform  in  our  state  constitution. 

Resolved,  That  unless  the  pledge  required  by  the 
preceding  resolution  be  in  good  faith  given,  the 
electors  from  this  county,  be  instructed  not  to  enter 
the  electoral  college:  Provided,  the  electors  from 
the  cities  and  the  counties  representing  a majority 
(205,922)  of  the  white  population,  will  co-operate 
in  the  defeat  of  the  election  of  a senate  adverse  and 
hostile  to  a liberal  and  judicious  reform  in  our  con- 
stitution and  state  government. 

Resolved,  That  “we  demand  nothing  which  is  not 
clearly  right,  and  will  submit  to  nothing  that  is 
wrong,”  and  that  the  proceedings  recominended  in 
the  above  resolutions,  are  the  only  means  by  which 
the  people  can  be  preserved,  for  the  next  five 
years,  from  the  worst  of  tyranny,  that  which  is 
wielded  by  a small  minority  in  a government  con- 
stituted as  our  own. 

The  meeting  having  unanimously  adopted  the 
preamble  and  resolutions  reported  by  the  committee 
on  motion  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting 
be  signed  by  the  chairmen  and  secretary,  and  pub- 
lished in  the  Cecil  Gazette,  and  the  newspapers  of 
the  state  favorable  to  reform.  On  motion,  the 
meeting  then  adjourned. 

ADAM  AVHANN,  ) , , 

JOHN  N.  BLACK,  5c*alrm<>n-< 

George  H.  Joyce,  secretary. 

Next  followed  a meeting  in  Baltimore,  the  follow- 
ing account  of  which  we  copy 

From  the  Baltimore  Republican  of  Monday  last. 

Agreeably  to  public  notice,  a meeting  of  the 
friends  of  state  reform  was  held  at  monument 
square,  on  Saturday  evening,  September  17th  His 
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honor  the  mayor,  general  Samuel  Smith,  was  call- 
ed to  the  chair,  and  the  honorable  JBenj.  C.  How- 
ard and  W.u.  Krebs,  esq.  were  appointed  vice  pre- 
sidents—and  Henry  Myers  and  Th.  Parian  Scott, 
esqs.  secretaries. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  in- 
troduced by  Mr.  Scott,  and  supported  by  general 
Howard,  and  unanimously  adopted  by  one  of  the 
largest  meetings  ever  held  in  this  city: 

Whereas,  the  people  of  Maryland  have  longbeen 
sensible  of  the  oppression  of  the  constitution  of  this 
state — and  on  various  occasions,  and  by  divers 
means  have  endeavored  in  vain  to  obtain  a redress 
of  their  grievances  through  the  legislative  servants; 
and  whereas,  “forms  of  government  are  for  the  en- 
joyment of  justice,”  and  by  the  very  construction 
of  the  existing  constitution  this  enjoyment  is  deni- 
ed to  the  people,  inasmuch  as  the  majority  is  de- 
prived of  an  equitable  representation  in  the  law- 
making  power — and  entirely  excluded  from  a voice 
in  the  selection  of  their  chief  law-executing  agent; 
and  whereas,  by  the  effect  of  this  as  well  as  other 
mischievous  features  of  the  constitution,  the  majo- 
rity of  the  people  and  their  rights  and  interests  are 
made  subservient  to  the  accidental  power  of  an  ex- 
treme minority. 

And  whereas,  the  evils  growing  out  of  the  anti- 
republican  constitution  are  made  palpably  manifest 
by  the  many  and  late  acts  of  unconstitutional  or  ill 
judged  legislation — by  a deficient  treasury — by  in- 
creasing and  burdensome  taxation — by  the  partial 
administration  of  justice — and  by  an  odious  system 
of  bargain  and  influence,  whereby  the  citizens  of 
Maryland  are  made  uncertain  as  to  the  free  and  full 
enjoyment  of.  their  political  rights,  and  the  peace 
and  prosperty  of  the  people  are  placed  in  constant 
and  painful  jeopardy. 

And  whereas,  it  is  now  solemnly  asserted,  that  by 
these  results  of  the  constitution,  "the  ends  of  go- 
vernment is  perverted,”  and  it  is  conscientiously  be- 
lieved from  the  experience  of  the  past,  “that  all 
other  means  of  redress  are  ineffectual,”  we  therefore 
throw  ourselves  upon  our  sacred  bill  of  rights,  and 
in  its  language  proclaim  that  the  people  may  aiany 
time,  and  in  any  manner  they  may  deem  most  effec- 
tual  and,  under  the  existing  circumstances,  that 

they  “of  right  ought  to  reform  the  old  or  establish  a 
new  government! — and  “that  the  doctrine  of  non 
resistance  against  arbitrary  power  and  oppression  is 
absurd,  slavish  and  destructive  of  the  good  and 
happiness  of  mankind:” 

And  whereas,  the  15th  section  of  the  constitu- 
tion declares  that  no  senate  can  be  formed  unless 
twenty-four  electors  agree  to  meet  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  members  of  which  it  is  to  consist: 

And  whereas,  the  late  election  for  such  senato- 
rial electors  has  proved,  that  19  electors,  who  are  a 
minority  in  the  electoral  college,  represent  205,922 
of  the  white  population  of  this  state — and  that  21 
electors  who  are;  a majority  in  that  college  repre- 
sent only  85,179  if  the  same  population — thus  af- 
fording the  incontfestible  evidence  that  the  objects 
for  which  the  majority  of  the  people  elected  their 
agents,  may  be  entirely  subverted  by  hut  little  over 
one-fourth  of  the  white  population: ' 

And  whereas,  all  past  efforts  have  evidenced  how 
utterly  hopeless  will  be  any  future  exertion  by  the 
same  means  to  obtain  redress  of  these  grievances 
from  the  legislature;  and  whereas,  the  power  is 
with  the  present  electors  to  produce  a reform  of  this 
and  other  outrages  upon  the  people's  rights  and  pri- 
vileges, either  by  obtaining  a senate  friendly  to  re- 
form, together  with  a majority,  at  least,  in  that  se- 
nate who  may  immediately  represent  the  majority 
of  the  voters  as  shewn  by  the  late  election — or  upon 
refusal  of  this  equitable  demand  then  in  a peaceful 
manner  to  bring  about  the  desired  result — by  with- 
drawing from  the  college. 

Therefore,  resolved,  That  we  heartily  respond  in 
letter  and  spirit  to  the  proceedings  of  the  friends 
of  reform  adopted  in  Frederick  on  Saturday,  Sep- 
tember 10th,  and  in  Elkton,  (Cecil),  on  Thursday, 
the  15th  instant. 

Resolved,  That  the  elector  of  senate  from  this  ci- 
ty be  and  he  is  hereby  instructed  to  concur  with  the 
members  of  the  electoral  college  favorable  to  a re- 
form of  the  constitution  of  Maryland,  and  that  if  a 
reform  senate  as  specified  in  the  preamble  cannot 
be  obtained,  that  he  refuse  to  meet  the  college, 
provided  that  the  electors  from  other  counties  and 
cities,  having  a majority  of  the  white  population  of 
the  state  therein,  will  co-operate  with  him  to  defeat 
the  election  of  a senate  hostile  to  a reform  of  the 
constitution,  to  the  extent  above  detailed. 

Resolved,  That  we  most  warmly  adopt  the  senti- 
ment of  our  friends  in  Cecil,  that  “we  demand 
nothing  which  is  not  clearly  right,  and  will  submit 
to  nothing  that  is  wrong,”  and  that  the  proceedings 
recommended  in  the  above  resolutions,  are  the  only 
means  by  which  the  people  can  be  preserved,  for 
the  next  five  years,  from  the  worst  of  tyranny,  that 


which  is  wielded  by  a small  minority  in  a govern- 
ment constituted  as  our  own. 

SAMUEL  SMITH,  chairman. 
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On  Monday  last  the  whole  body  of  electors  was 
in  Annapolis,  when  the  twenty -oiie  electors  chosen 
by  the  Whigs  proceeded  to  the  State  house  and  were 
qualified.  The  nineteen  Yan  Buren  electors  failed 
to  attend.  The  Annapolis  Republican  ofTuesday 
last  says — “It  was  understood,  out  of  doors,  that 
they  held  a private  session  at  the  City  hotel-r-and  re- 
port adds,  that  a deputation  had  attempted  to  ap- 
proach, at  first,  some  member  individually,  and  af- 
terwards the  attending  electors,  with  propositions, 
which  however  were  returned  unopened  in  the  first 
case,  and  their  reception  were  declined  id  the  se- 
cond case.” 

The  following  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
electors  who  had  qualified,  is  also  copied  from  the 
“Republican”  ofTuesday. 

The  electoral  college. 

Yesterday  being  the  day  designated  bylthe  con- 
stitution and  form  of  government  of  the  stale  of  Ma- 
ryland for  the  electors  of  the  senate  to  meet,  for  the 
purpose  of  choosing  fifteen  senators  for  th<j  ensuing 
five  years,  at  12  o’clock,  M.  a number  having  as- 
sembled in  the  senate  chamber  for  that  puipose, 

On  motion  of  col.  Merrick,  of  Charlei  county, 
the  clerk  of  the  senate  proceeded  to  call  over  the 
following  roll  of  members  returned,  when  those  to 
whose  names  we  have  attached  asterisks  ( *j)  answer- 
ed to  their  names — -and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brawner,  of  Charles  county, 
the  electors  present  proceeded  to  qualify,  by  taking 
tho  oath  prescribed  by  the  constitution,  and  by  af- 
fixing their  names  thereto. 

There  being  but  twenty-one  members  present, 
and  it  being  understood  that  all  the  members  elect 
were  in  the  city,  the  attending  members  remained 
in  session  until  3 o’clock,  hoping  that  the  absent 
members  would  attend.  The  hour  having  elapsed, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pratt, 

The  college  took  a recess  until  five  o’clock,  at 
which  hour  they  again  assembled. 

On  the  roll  being  again  called,  the  same  members 
only  appeared  and  answered  to  their  names.  After 
remaining  in  session  some  hours  they  adjpurned  to 
meet  this  morning  at  9 o’clock. 

St.  Mary’s  county — George  S.  Leigh,*  Benedict 
I.  Heard.* 

Kent  county — George  Vickers,*  James  P.  Gale,* 

Anne  Arundel  county — John  S.  Sellman,  Wesley 
Linthicum. 

Calvert  county — James  Kent,*  James  A.  D.  Dal- 
rymple.* 

Charles  county — Henry  Brawner,*  William  D. 
Merrick.* 

Baltimore  county — Dr.  Ephraim  Bell,  George  El- 
licott. 

Talbot  county — Gen.  Solomon  Dickinson,*  Georgia 
Dudley.* 

Somerset  county — Dr.  Williams,*  Samuel  J.  It. 
Handy,* 

Dorchester  county — William  W.  Lake,*  Thom:s 
H.  Hicks.* 

Cecil  county — John  Evans,  George  A.  Thomas. 

Prince  George’s  county — George  W.  Duvall,* 
Thomas  G.  Pratt.* 

Annapolis  city — Spvigg  Harwood. 

Queen  Ann’s  county — Dr.  Enoch  George,  John  1 . 
Thomas. 

Worcester  county — Thomas  A.  Spence,*  Hem/' 
Franklin.* 

Frederick  county — Caspar  Quynn,  John  Fisher. 

Harford  county— Thomas  Hope,  Samuel  Sutton. 

Caroline  county — RobertT.  Keene,  Marcey  Fom  - 
tain. 

Baltimore  city — Joshua  Yansant. 

Washington  county — Robt.  Wason,  Chas.  Magi  I. 

Montgomery/  comity- — Ephraim  Gaither,*  Tr. 
Washington  Duvall. 

Alleghany  county Richard  Beall,*  Andrew 

Bruce.*  , 

On  Wednesday  last  the  Van  Bnren  electors  (wi  ll 
the  exception  of  Mr.  Sellman  of  Anne  Aruncel 
county  who  is  unwell)  left  Annapolis  for  th  ir 
homes — and  on  Friday,  the  following  address  to  lie 
people  of  the  state,  and  copies  of  letters  addressed 
to  the  majority,  appeared  in  the  Baltimore  Repib- 
lican: 


TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  MARYLAND. 

Impelled  by  a deep  and  solemn  sense  of  dutj 
acquiesce  in  the  necessity  which  imperiously 
quired  a surrender  into  your  hands  of  the  1 
trust  committed  to  us — it  becomes  us  to  sul 
fully  and  frankly  the  considerations  by  which 
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conduct  has  been  influenced.  It  is  well  known 
that,  in  those  counties  and  cities  which  we  repre- 
sent, the  great  body  of  the  people  are  unchangeably 
riveted  in  the  conviction,  that  the  government  of 
this  state  is  based  and  administered  upon  unjust  and 
anti-republican  principles,  and  that  similar  views 
are  entertained  by  respectable  numbers  of  our  fel- 
low citizens  residing  in  other  parts  of  the  state. 
That  such  an  opinion  is  well  founded,  seems  scarce- 
ly to  admit  of  controversy.  By  the  existing  go- 
vernment, the  governor  and  members  of  the  senate 
are  not  elected  directly,  as  they  ought  to  be,  by  the 
people;  and  many  public  officers  who  ought  to  be 
subjected  to  the  control  of  those  whose  trustees 
they  are,  hold  their  respective  offices,  contrary  to 
sound  political  principle,  by  a tenure  for  life. 

In  the  formation  of  both  branches  of  the  legisla- 
ture political  power  is  apportioned  arbitrarily  with- 
out regard  to  any  principle  of  moral  or  political 
justice,  our  representation  in  the  electoral  college 
and  house  of  delegates,  is  not  based  upon  popula- 
tion, nor  territory  nor  a mixture  ol  both.  But 
every  acknowledged  and  just  foundation  is  disre- 
garded, and  an  arbitrary  rule  substituted,  by  which 
the  majority  is  allowed  fewer  representatives  than 
the  minority:  thus  inversing  the  first  principles  of 
a free  government,  and  rendering  the  majority’s  in- 
alienable rights  of  personal  liberty,  personal  securi- 
ty and  personal  property,  subject  to  the  operation 
of  laws,  in  the  enactment  of  which,  they  are  not 
permitted  an  equal  participation. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  views  or  princi- 
ples with  reference  to  which  the  government  of 
Maryland  was  instituted,  it  is  perfectly  manifest 
that  its  practical  operation  carries  out  and  enforces, 
to  a most  odious  extent,  the  minority’s  right  to 
rule.  It  pervades  the  whole  compact  and  enters 
into  the  constitution  of  each  department  of  the  go- 
vernment 

By  the  organization  of  the  legislative  powers, 
the  counties  of  Kent  and  Calvert,  with  a popula- 
tion of  19,10],  are  allowed  as  many  representatives 
in  the  senatorial  electoral  college  and  the  house  of 
delegates  as  the  counties  of  Frederick  and  Washing- 
ton with  a population  of  71,056,  and  Kent  and 
Calvert,  each,  have  double  the  number  oi  delegates 
allowed  to  the  city  of  Baltimore  with  a population 
of  SO, 625. 

The  executive  department  is  the  creature  of  the 
legislature,  being  elected  thereby,  the  judicial  and 
most  of  the  civil  officers  receive  their  appointment 
from  the  executive;  so  that  the  minority  of  one- 
fourth  of  the  people  having  the  right  to  elect  a ma- 
jority of  the  members  of  the  legislature,  controls  all 
the  departments  of  the  government.  This  minori- 
ty not  only  rules  and  governs  in  the  enactment  of 
the  laws,  but  likewise  in  the  appointment  of  those 
by  whom  they  are  to  he  expounded,  administered 
and  enforced.  Can  a government  thus  organized, 
be  termed  republican!  The  tenure  of  the  rights 
and  immunities  of  the  majority  is  thus  held  at  the 
will  of  so  small  a minority,  that  it  cannot  be  ex- 
pected, Such  flagrant  injustice  will  be  forever  en- 
dured. We  do  not  believe  that  anjr  respectable 
portion  of  our  fellow  citizens,  who  will,  without 
prejudice,  calmly  contemplate  this  gross  inequality 
of  political  rights,  can  desire  to  perpetuate  it.  We 
have  too  much  confidence  in  the  high  sense  of  jus- 
tice, the  virtue  and  patriotism  of  the  people  of  Ma- 
ryland to  believe  that  they  will,  when  well  inform- 
ed as  to  the  extent  of  the  evils  we  have  attempted 
to  arrest,  condemn  the  measure  which  has  been 
adopted  for  that  purpose. 

It  is  true,  the  powers  of  our  constitution,  fore- 
seeing that  amendments  would  become  necessary, 
in  that  instrument,  have  authorized  the  legislature 
to  correct  all  the  evils  of  which  the  people  of  Ma- 
ryland justly  complain.  And  it  may  be  asked,  why 
have  we  undertaken  to  arrest  the  formation  of  one 
branch  of  that  body  with  which  (lie  power  is  en- 
trusted. To  such  an  enquiry  a satisfactory  answer 
ma}i  be  readily  given.  The  present  constitution 
was  formed  in  1776,  and  at  that  time  the  represen- 
tatives in  the  house  of  delegates  and  in  the  electo- 
ral college  were  apportioned  amongst  the  several 
counties  and  cities  in  proportion  to  their  population 
as  nearly  as  that  could  be  done.  Our  fathers,  then, 
recognized  freely  the  binding  force  of  that  great 
principle  that  all  freemen  have  an  inalienable  right 
to  enjoy  equal  rights  in  the  choice  of  their  gover- 
nors. Anticipating  those  changes  which  have  oc- 
curred in  the  condition  and  location  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  state,  those  who  established  our  consti- 
tution gave  power  to  the  legislative  department  to 
incorporate  those  amendments  therein,  which  expe- 
rience and  time  might  make  expedient  and  just. — 
We  must  say,  and  all  candid  men  will  express,  that 
this  solemn  trust  has  not  been  faithfully  exercised. 
Year  after  year,  repeated,  earnest  petitions  have 
been  presented  to  the  legislature,  asking,  praying, 
and  at  last,  demanding  a redress  of  those  gross 
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frievances  of  which  the  majority  of  the  people 
ave  long  complained.  These  petitions  and  memo- 
rials have  been  again  and  again  rejected.  The  mi- 
nority, who  rule,  nave  persisted  for  near  half  a cen- 
tury to  disregard  the  just  demands  of  the  majority 
who  are  governed.  What  then  was  to  be  done? — 
Were  the  republican  yeomanry  of  Maryland  to  be 
doomed  to  endure  the  galling  yoke  of  political  bond- 
age which  has  so  long  pressed  heavily  on  them, 
and  is  felt  to  be  more  insufferable  because  the  free- 
men of  almost  every  state  in  the  union  delight  in 
the  enjoyment  of  equal  and  equitable  political  prin- 
ciples. Tame  submission  was  not  to  be  thought  of 
with  the  least  patience,  and  the  undersigned  pro- 
ceeded to  examine,  with  anxious  solicitude,  the  ex- 
tent and  nature  of  the  power  entrusted  to  them,  to 
discover  a mode  in  which  it  could  be  peaceably  and 
honorably  exercised  so  as  to  provide  an  effectual 
remedy.  We  preferred  that  an  arrangement  should 
be  made  with  our  colleagues  in  the  electoral  col- 
lege by  which  the  rights  of  our  constituents  could 
be  secured,  and  the  honor  and  prosperity  of  the 
whole  people  of  the  state  be  promoted.  The  na- 
ture of  that  arrangement  and  the  cause  of  its  fai- 
lure is  disclosed  in  the  accompanying  correspon- 
dence. The  first  letter  proposed  an  equitable  ap- 
portionment of  the  members  of  the  senate  amongst 
the  several  counties  and  cities.  It  was  on  the  day 
of  its  date,  delivered  by  our  chairman  and  secreta- 
ry, to  one  of  the  electors  to  whom  it  was  address- 
ed, who  was  in  the  senate  chamber  at  the  time,  in 
company  with  others  of  the  21  members  of  the  col- 
lege, with  whom  we  desired  to  open  a communica- 
tion at  an  early  day. 

After  retaining  it  a few  minutes  it  was  returned 
to  our  chairman  by  the  same  gentlemen,  who  al- 
ledged  that  no  communication  of  that  character 
could  be  received,  until  the  college  had  been  con- 
stitutionally organized. 

This  proceeding  we  could  but  consider  unreason- 
able. We  were  known  to  be  electors  of  senate  and 
felt  fully  authorised  to  correspond  with  our  col- 
leagues touching  the  discharge  of  our  duties,  before 
or  after  the  vote  of  office  had  been  taken.  In  pur- 
suance of  this  opinion,  another  letter  was  sent  to 
the  same  gentlemen,  through  the  same  channel,  and 
again  a refusal  to  hold  a correspondence  was  the  re- 

f)Iy.  Unavailable  efforts  were  also,  made,  informal- 
y,  by  several  of  the  undersigned,  to  personal  ap- 
plications to  other  of  the  21  electors,  to  open  a cor- 
respondence. 

Being  convinced  by  these  repeated  refusals  that 
no  senate  could  be  formed,  disposed  to  respond  to 
the  known  wishes  of  our  constituents,  the  high 
power  reposed  in  us  is  respectfully  returned  to  the 
people  to  whom  it  belongs  legitimately,  and  by 
whom  we  are  confident  it  will  be  exerted  so  as  to 
secure  to  them  and  their  posterity,  no  matter  ph 
what  part  of  the  soil  of  Maryland  they  may  be  bl- 
eated, those  dear  inalienable  rights  of  man  for 
which  our  fathers  fought  and  bled.  We  have  de- 
clined to  participate  in  the  election  of  a senat / in 
the  full  expectation  that  the  people  of  Maryland, 
in  convention  assembled,  can  and  will  provide  for 
the  election  of  that  branch  of  their  legislature,  more 
wisely  than  we  could  have  done,  and  at  the  same 
time,  organize  anew  their  whole  government,  sub- 
jecting all  its  functionaries  to  their  sovereign  will 
and  laying  its  foundations  on  the  immutable  princi- 
ples of  liberty,  equality  and  justice. 

We  are  fully  sensible  that  an  acquiescence  oj 
our  part,  in  the  purposes  of  our  colleagues,  would 
not  have  left  without  power  to  redress  their  wrongs 
those  whom  we  represent.  We  might  have  quali- 
fied, and  thereby  have  afforded  to  those  21  gentle- 
men an  opportunity,  in  conformity  with  the  lette- 
of  the  constitution,  to  elect  a senate,  and  this  tooi 
they  would  probably  have  done,  although  they  an 
the  representatives  of  but  85,179  of  the  free  inha- 
bitants of  the  state,  while  three  of  the  undersignel 
alone  have  been  chosen  by  98,419  free  inhabitants 
and  received  more  votes  at  the  polls  than  wer* 
given  to  those  who  claim  the  right,  and  were  pre- 
pared to  exercise  it,  to  make  one  branch  of  the  le- 
gislature— a body  constituted  for,  and  clothed  wit! 
power  to  check  and  control  all  the  operations  of  th* 
entire  government.  Still,  if  this  had  been  done 
the  people  of  Maryland  would  not  have  been  abso 
lutely  without  means  of  redress.  The  framers  o' 
our  constitution  have  expressly  reserved  to  them 
in  our  bill  of  rights,  the  power  “to  reform  the  old 
or  establish  a new  form  of  government.”  But  this 
authority,  by  the  same  instrument,  is  declared  tc 
exist  only  “whenever  the  ends  of  government  are 
perverted,  and  public  liberty  manifestly  endanger- 
ed, and  all  other  means  of  redress  are  ineffectual.” 
It  is  manifestly  a revolutionary  remedy,  inherent 
in  all  communities,  and  of  which  one  generation  of 
men  cannot  deprive  those  who  are  to  succeed 
them.  And  it  is  obviously  a violent  mode  of  re- 
dress, not  to  be  thought  of  until  all  others  have 


been  ineffectually  tried.  Unwilling  that  evils  and 
inequalities,  oppression  and  injustice,  should  be 
piled,  like  Ossa  on  Olympus,  on  the  people  until 
sufferance  would  no  longer  be  esteemed  a virtue, 
we  have  taken  the  responsibility  to  exert  all  the 
power  with  which  you  had  clothed  us,  to  insure 
the  permanent  peace  at  the  same  time  that  we  hope 
to  have  provided  the  means  to  perpetuate  equal 
laws  and  equal  privileges  to  the  whole  of  the  state, 
with  whose  destinies  we  are  all  deeply  identified. 
The  means  used  are  neither  violent  nor  unconstitu- 
tional. 

To  three-fifths  of  the  electoral  college,  the  consti- 
tution his  given  the  power  to  form  the  entire  se- 
nate of  the  state.  It  so  happens  that  those  who  de- 
sire to  perpetuate  the  rule  of  a party  in  Maryland, 
who,  it  is  well  ascertained,  have  forfeited  public 
confidence,  do  not  constitute  the  number  of  electors 
required.  The  same  constitution  has  secured  ex- 
pressly to  seventeen  of  our  members,  power  to  de- 
feat the  consummation  of  this  purpose.  This  pro- 
vision in  that  instrument  was  designed  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  minority.  If  then,  we  were  the  re- 
presentatives of  that  minority,  the  power  to  adopt 
the  course  which  has  been  pursued,  would  not  be 
denied,  although  this  propriety  might,  under  such 
circumstances,  be  questioned.  But  standing  as  we 
do,  in  relation  to  the  people  of  Maryland,  will  it  not 
be  granted  by  all  liberal,  unprejudiced  and  enligh- 
tened npublicans  that  our  conduct,  under  most  de- 
licate aid  trying  circumstances,  has  been  prudent — 
and  may  we  not,  without  presumption,  add,  pa- 
triotic. 

No  priitical  principles  are  better  established  than 
that  all  public  functionaries  are  but  trustees  for  the 
benefit  cf  those  by  whom  they  have  been  appointed. 
And  it  ii  equally  undeniable  that  all  depositories  of 
political  power  are  bound  to  surrender  it  to  those 
from  whim  it  was  derived  whenever  it  cannot  be 
exercisec  for  their  benefit.  These  elementary  prin- 
ciples haie  been  so  often  sanctioned — we  might  say 
without  i;reverence,  sanctified  by  the  conduct  of 
public  functionaries  in  the  country,  that  instances 
need  not  te  adduced  to  show  that  we  have  not  act- 
ed without  numerous  precedents  to  justify  us.  Se- 
nators of  tie  United  States,  governor  of  states,  legis- 
lators, judges  and  other  officers,  or  trustees  of  the 
people,  have  repeatedly,  when  made  sensible  that 
they  could  no  longer  exercise  advantageously  the 
authority  with  which  they  were  clothed,  returned 
it  to  the  great  fountain  of  all  legitimate  authority  to 
be  agah  deposited  in  other  hands.  Resignations, 
surrenders  of  power  in  instances,  such  as  we  have 
adverted  to  have  produced  no  shock,  have  afforded 
no  pretexts  for  political  panics.  On  the  contrary, 
they  have  been  hailed  by  the  democracy  of  the 
whole  country  as  proof,  incontestible  of  admitted 
sovereignty  of  the  people,  of  the  patriotism  of  their 
agents,  and  of  that  firmness  and  durability  which  is 
fondly  claimed  for  our  republican  institutions  by  all 
who  would  not,  if  opportunity  offered,  be  aristo- 
crats in  practice,  though  they  are  republicans  in 
profession. 

Not  only  have  individual  public  officers  surren- 
dered authority  entrusted  to  them,  but  whole  legis- 
lative bodies  have  done  likewise.  In  few  if  any  of 
the  state  constitutions  formed  in  this  country  after 
the  revolution,  was  there  authority  expressly  given 
to  the  legislature  to  pass  a law  calling  a convention 
to  new  model  and  amend  them.  And  yet,  who  does 
not  know  that  Maryland,  alone,  of  the  old  thirteen 
states,  has  never  had  the  benefit  of  a convention  to 
impart  new  life  and  restore  youthful  vigor  to  its 
institutions.  These  conventions  were  assembled  in 
Pursuance  of  a law  passed  by  the  several  state  legis- 
latures. And  whence,  we  ask,  did  such  laws  de- 
rive this  binding  force  and  obligation?  Certainly 
not  from  the  words  of  the  constitution.  But  un- 
doubtedly their  validity,  justice  and  propriety  had 
its  origifi  in  the  belief  of  the  legislators,  that  the 
time  had  arrived  when  it  became  their  duty  to  sur- 
render to  the  people  all  power  necessary  to  reorga- 
nize this  defective  government.  Why,  we  ask, 
should  senators,  governors,  judges  and  whole  legis- 
latures be  commended  for  a surrender  of  power 
which  they  believed  could  no  longer  be  rightfully 
and  beneficially  exerted  by  them,  and  we  be  con- 
demned for  refusing  to  afford  to  others  the  opportu- 
nity to  form  a most  important  branch  of  our  legis- 
lature, when  we  felt,  and  now'  feci,  a deep  and  abid- 
ing conviction,  that  “the  will  and  wishes,  the  rights 
and  interests,  of  our  constituents  would  be  trampled 
upon  and  violated  by  our  consent  to  bo  present  at 
the  unholy  sacrifice.  We  do  not  anticipate  fhatsuch 
an  inconsistent  judgment  will  be  rendered  by  that 
great  and  just  tribunal  to  which  we  appeal.  Truth 
is  omnipotent  and  public  justice  certain. 

It  does  not  become  us  to  prescribe  the  manner  in 
which  the  vast  power  now  tendered  to  the  people 
of  Maryland,  shall  be  exercised.  We  cannot,  how- 
ever, conclude  without  expressing  an  earnest  con- 


viction that  there  is  no  cause  for  the  least  appre- 
hension or  alarm,  or  even  anxiety,  as  to  the  securi- 
ty of  all  our  personal  rights  and  civil  privileges.  It 
will  be  admitted  that  resignation  of  all  the  members 
of  a state  legislature  could  not  endanger  public 
liberty  or  private  property.  Such  an  event  would 
only  make  necessary  a convention  to  reconstruct 
that  department  of  the  government.  With  what 
propriety  then  can  the  alarmists  (the  panic  makers) 
contend  that  “we  are  in  the  midst  of  a revolution, 
bloodless  as  yet?”  True,  the  state  senate  has  not 
been  organized,  but  the  process  is  very  simple  by 
which  that  defect  in  our  institutions  can  be  reme- 
died. If  we  could  be  permitted  to  do  so,  we  would 
most  humbly  and  respectfully  recommend  to  our 
fellow  citizens  throughout  the  state,  to  proceed 
forthwith,  to  elect  on  the  first  Monday  of  Novem- 
ber next,  six  delegates  from  each  county  and  city, 
to  meet  in  convention  at  Annapolis,  on  the  third 
Monday  of  the  same  month,  clotned  with  full  pow- 
ers to  extend  the  authority  of  all  civil  and  military- 
officers  now  in  commission,  until  a convention 
hereafter  to  be  chosen,  can  be  -onvened  to  amend 
the  old  or  form  an  entire  new  government  for  the 
people  of  Maryland. 

Bv  such  a prompt  movement  on  the  part  of  the 
people,  all  apprehension  would  be  quieted  and  the 
panic  avoided  which  may  possibly  be  attempted  by 
individuals  whose  deep  personal  interest  in  the  pre- 
sent form  of  government,  renders  them  incapable 
of  appreciating  the  great  and  inestimable  advanta- 
ges, to  be  derived  from  a reorganization  of  our  sys- 
tem, and  the  substitution  of  wholesome  democratic 
features,  for  its  present  odious  aristocratic  ones.  For 
ourselves,  we  cannot  indulge  the  hope  of  escape 
from  censure,  by  some  of  those  whose  possession  of 
power  may  be  disturbed  or  expectation  of  office 
disappointed,  by  the  course  which  a fervent  and 
conscientious  devotion  to  the  public  interest,  con- 
strained us  to  elect.  It  is  natural  that  it  should  be 
so.  Man’s  perception  and  acknowledgment  of 
rights  which  do  not  accord  with  the  tenure  by  which 
he  enjoys  power,  are  generally  slow  and  reluctant. 

This  must  always  constitute  an  impediment  even 
to  the  most  necessary  reform  of  existing  institutions. 
It  was  the  greatest  obstacle  which  the  present  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  had  to  encounter, 
“the  interests  of  a certain  class  of  men  to  resist  all 
changes  which  might  hazard  a diminution  of  the 
power,  emolument  and  consequences  of  the  offices 
thus  held  under  existing  establishments.”  We 
trust,  however,  that  there  are  but  few,  very  few, 
indeed,  who  are  not  willing  to  surrender  upon  the 
holy  alter  of  disinterested  patriotism,  power  and 
office,  with  all  their  allurements  when  the  public 
weal  demands  it:  and  that  instead  of  becoming 
alarmists,  they  will  unite  and  co-operate  with  their 
fellow  citizens  in  providing  such  amendments  as 
shall  plant  our  institutions  upon  the  deepest  and 
most  enduring  foundation,  the  affections  of  the  peo- 
ple. This  can  only  be  done  by  making  them  just 
and  equitable — diffusing  equally  their  burdens  and 
benefits. 

Let  but  our  fellow  citizens  put  aboard  our  ship 
of  state,  pilots  of  tried  skill  and  integrity,  men  who 
know  how 

To  steer  the  bounding  bark  with  steady  toil, 

When  the  waves  thicken  and  the  billows  boil, 
And  the  gallant  vessel  will  soon  be  permanently 
and  securely  moored  in  a harbor  of  peaceful  and 
abounding  prosperity. 

We  are  yours,  fellow  citizens, 

CHAS.  MAGILL, 

ROBERT  WASON, 
CASPER  QUYNN, 

JOHN  FISHER, 

GEORGE  ELLICOTT, 
EPHRAIM  BELL, 

JOSHUA  VANSANT, 
JOHN  EVANS, 

GEO.  A.  THOMAS, 

SAM'L  SUTTON, 

WASH’N  DUVALL, 

ROB.  T.  KEENE, 

M.  FOUNTAIN, 

ENOCH  GEORGE, 

JOHN  B.  THOMAS, 
SPRIGG  HARWOOD, 
THOS.  HOPE, 

AVESLEY  LINTHICUM, 
JOHN  S.  SELLMAN, 

Annapolis,  Sept.  19 th,  1836. 

Gentlemen:  It  is  a duty  which  we  owe  to  our 
constituents,  that  before  we  take  our  seats  in  the 
college  of  electors  of  the  senate  of  this  state,  we 
should  have  a distinct  and  positive  understanding, 
as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued  by  that  body. 

You  are  apprised  that  a crisis  has  occurred,  when 
neither  of  the  political  parties  of  the  state  have 
elected  electors,  having  the  constitutional  power  to 
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form  a senate.  CM"  the  nineteen  counties  and  two 
cities,  into  which  the  state  is  divided,  we  represent 
the  two  cities  and  eight  of  the  counties,  having  a 
white  population  of  205,922,  and  federal  numbers 
267,689.  You  represent  ten  of  the  counties,  hav- 
ing a white  population  of  85,170,  and  federal  num- 
bers 138,252;  and  the  vote  of  the  remaining  county 
is  divided.  Of  the  electoral  body  we  are  nineteen 
in  number,  while  you  are  twenty-one.  But,  al- 
though you  are  a majority  (the  smallest  possible)  of 
the  college,  it  is  to  be  recollected  that  we  represent 
nearly  three-fourths  of  the  free  white  population, 
and  two-thirds  of  the  federal  numbers  of  the  state, 
and  very  much  the  largest  portion  of  its  territorial 
extent  and  wealth;  we  shall  therefore  expect  that 
you  will  concede  to  us  the  nomination  of  eight 
members  of  the  senate  to  be  chosen,  and  that  you 
will  vote  for  the  persons  whom  we  may  nominate 
to  the  college,  although  they  may  be  favorable  to  a 
convention  to  revise  and  amend  the  constitution  of 
the  state,  if  in  all  other  respect,  in  your  opinion, 
well  qualified.  The  counties  and  cities  we  repre- 
sent ought  to  have,  upon  any  political  principle 
w'hich  governs  the  appointment  of  members  of  a le- 
gislature, a majority  of  the  senate  to  be  formed, 
greater  than  that  which  is  sought  to  be  obtained.  To 
force  upon  them,  then,  being  the  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple, an  entire  senate  against  their  will,  would  be  un- 
just and  anti-republican;  and  we,  their  agents,  cannot 
participate  in  such  a violation  of  their  rights  as 
freemen;  neither  can  we  become  passive  members 
of  the  electoral  college,  and  thereby  enable  you  to 
select  lor  the  people  we  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent, senators  residing  in  the  districts  from  which 
we  come.  The  people  of  those  counties  and  cities 
have  elected  us  to  make  choice  of  their  senators, 
presuming  that  we  who  reside  among  them  are  bet- 
ter qualified  than  strangers  can  be,  to  choose  those 
who  know  their  rights  and  interests,  and  will  pro- 
tect them.  If  our  constituents  are  to  be  subjected 
to  a senate  opposed  to  their  will,  it  wrould  be  an 
aggravation  of  the  evils  they  will  be  compelled  to 
endure  to  have  some  of  the  members  of  that  body 
taken  from  the  midst  of  communities  whose  confi- 
dence they  do  not  enjoy,  and  whose  wants  and 
washes  they  are  not  willing  cheerfully  to  gratify. 
From  these  considerations  we  feel  compelled  to 
take  the  position  above  assumed.  Moreover,  our 
constituents,  who  desire  to  see  radical  changes 
made  in  their  present  constitution,  have  a right  to 
expect  that  we  will  not  fail  to  exert  all  the  powers 
reposed  in  us  under  our  form  of  government  to 
make  the  institutions  of  the  state  more  republican 
and  conformable  to  the  will  of  those  for  whose  hap- 
piness and  safety  they  were  designed. 

The  friends  of  reform  in  Maryland  have  sought 
repeatedly  to  obtain  from  the  legislature,  by  an  ex- 
ertion of  the  powers  confided  to  that  body  by  the 
fifty-ninth  section  of  the  constitution,  such  amend- 
ments of  that  instrument  as  are  indispensable,  and 
it  is  with  regret  we  say  that  all  of  their  applications 
were  in  vain,  and  indeed  it  may  be  said,  they  were 
not  even  treated  with  that  respectful  deference  to 
which  the  remonstrances  of  a large  majority  of  the 
people  are  justly  entitled.  It  w'ould  be  needless 
for  us  here  to  spread  out  in  detail,  the  several  appli- 
cations for  reform  which  have  been  made. 

You  know  the  history  of  many  petitions  which 
have  been  presented  to  the  legislature;  andw'e  have 
felt  the  manner  of  their  rejection.  Each  instance 
is  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  our  constituents,  and 
they  believe  as  we  do,  that  no  redress  of  grievances 
can  be  had  through  the  ordinary  form  which  the 
framers  of  our  constitution  provided.  Under  this 
solemn  consideration,  we  have  determined  not  to  be 
willingly  instrumental  in  perpetuating  institutions 
that  work  such  bitter  injustice,  and  if,  gentlemen, 
you  will  give  us  your  pledge  of  honor  to  accede  to 
our  proposal,  and  give  to  the  majority  of  the  people 
a majority  of  one  branch  of  the  legislature  to  pro- 
tect from  future  violations  their  rights  and  privi- 
leges, it  will  afford  us  great  pleasure  to  meet  you 
in  the  electoral  college  to-day.  Should,  however, 
your  views  as  to  our  relative  rights  and  duties  not 
accord  with  ours,  we  shall  most  deeply  regret  it, 
and  be  compelled  by  a high  and  holy  sense  of  duty 
to  our  constituents  and  to  the  whole  state,  not  to 
meet  you  in  college,  and  thereby  we  shall  entirely 
avoid  the  odious  responsibility  of  assisting  to  form 
a senate  obnoxious  to  the  people  we  represent. 

We  are  aware  that  your  rejection  of  this  propo- 
sition, and  the  state  of  things  which  may  grow  out 
of  it,  will  give  some  alarm  to  the  timorous.  But 
upon  the  most  calm  and  deliberate  examination  of 
the  whole  subject  in  all  its  bearings,  we  can  disco- 
ver none  of  those  causes  for  deep  and  lasting  excite- 
ment which  endanger  the  peace  and  good  order  of 
the  community,  if  the  legislative  functions  of  the 
government  should  cease  Tor  a season,  that  will  be 
found  to  arise,  should  we  assist  to  organize  asenate, 
which  Wttql'd  perpetuate,  possibly,  all  existing  eVils, 


and  secure  for  five  years,  at  least,  that  oppressive 
dominion,  of  a small  minority  over  the  majority, 
which  has  been  so  long  reluctantly  endured  by  the 
people  of  Maryland.  We  perceive  no  cause  for  ap- 
prehension and  alarm  in  the  temporary  suspension 
of  the  powers  of  the  senate.  Thereby,  the  whole 
constitution  would  not  be  abrogated.  The  gover- 
nor would  remain  in  office  long  enough  to  afford 
time  to  form  a new  constitution,  and  perform  the 
functions  of  the  executive  department. 

The  judiciary  and  the  officers  connected  with  the 
courts  would  experience  no  interruption  of  their 
powers,  and  all  the  officers  who  derive  their  ap- 
pointments annually  from  the  executive  are  im- 
powered  under  the  forty-ninth  article  of  the  consti- 
tution, to  hold  their  offices  until  they  are  superced- 
ed by  the  appointment  of  others. 

The  laws,  therefore,  would  he  administrred — 
civil  rights  and  private  property  protected,  and  the 
peace  of  the  community  preserved,  by  all  the  means 
now  employed  for  that  purpose.  In  the  meat  time 
the  powers  which  have  been  delegated  to  ui,  will 
revert  to  the  people,  in  whose  integrity,  virtue,  pa- 
triotism and  intelligence,  we  have  the  most  entire 
confidence;  and  we  doubt  not  but  that  they,  guided 
by  the  spirit  that  animated  our  fathers  in  seventy- 
six,  will  provide  for  every  exigency  that  mayjaris'e. 
Before  any  inconvenience  can  be  experienced,  the 
sovereign  power  of  the  people  of  Maryland  Till  be 
employed,  by  means  of  a convention  to  refoim  our 
constitution,  so  as  not  to  justify  a recurrente  of  a 
similar  contingency  by  basing  all  its  departments 
on  sound  republican"  principles,  so  as  to  secure 
equality  of  political  rights,  and  a just  responsibility 
in  all  public  officers  to  popular  will. 

To  prevent  misapprehensions,  we  have  submitted 
our  propositions  in  writing,  and  its  manifestjustice 
gives  us  every  reason  to  expect  that  you  will  yield 
to  it  a ready  assent.  We  hope  you  do  not  dfcsire  to 
leave  the  state  without  a senate,  unless  fou  are 
permitted  to  select  all  it  its  members — as  well  for 
counties  you  represent  as  those  counties  a|ld  cities 
represented  by  us.  Nor  can  we  believe  that  you 
will  ask  us  to  join  you  in  the  electoral  college,  and 
he  passive  spectators  of  your  proceedings,  merely 
to  witness  the  degradation  of  our  constituents  by 
your  choice  of  a senate  for  205,922  people,  whose 
representatives  you  are  not.  We  ask  only  what 
we  think  is  right,  and  are  determined  to  submit  to 
nothing  that  is  wrong.  To  our  propositions  we 
repectfully  ask  an  answer  at  your  earliest  conveni- 
ence. 

And  whatever  may  he  your  response,  we  cannot, 
doubt  your  concurrence  with  us  in  the  perfect  con- 
viction of  the  compentency  of  the  people  to  accept 
a surrender  of  the  legislative  functions  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  that  deeply  imbuded  with  the  spirit 
of  patriotism  and  justice,  and  guided  by  the  lights 
of  experience  they  will,  through  the  instrumenta- 
lity of  a convention,  so  adjust  and  apportion  them 
as  to  secure  the  inestimable  blessings  of  a republi- 
can government.  We  are,  very  respectfully,  gen- 
tlemen, yours  &c. 

CHARLES  MAGILL, 
ROBERT  WASON, 
CASPER  QUYNN, 

JOHN  FISHER, 

JOSHUA  VANSANT, 
THOMAS  HOPE, 
SAMUEL  SUTTON, 
JOHN  EVANS, 

GEORGE  A.  THOMAS, 

G.  ELLICOTT, 

EPHRAIM  BELL, 
ROBERT  T.  KEENE, 
ENOCH  GEORGE, 

M.  FOUNTAIN, 

JOHN  B.  THOMAS, 
SPRIGG  HARWOOD, 
JOHN  S.  SELLMAN, 
WESLEY  LINTHICUM, 
WASHINGTON  DUVALL. 
To  Messrs.  Heard , Leigh , Vickers,  Gale,  Gaither, 
Kent,  Dalrymple,  Williams,  Handy,  Spence, 
Franklin,  Dickinson,  Dudley,  Hites,  Lake, 
Pratt,  Duvall,  Merrick,  Brainier,  Bruce  and 
Beall. 

Annapolis,  September  1.9//;,  1S36,  P.  M. 

Gentlemen:  We  are  anxious  to  elect  a senate, 
and  for  the  promotion  of  this  object,  we  sent  certain 
propositions  to  you,  for  your  consideration,  arid  se- 
lected colonel  Heard  as  the  organ  of  communica- 
tion, knowing  him  to  be  an  old  member  of  the  le- 
gislature, and  an  elector  returned  for  the  county  of 
St.  Mary’s,  which  is  always  first  called  from  prio- 
rity. Col.  Heard  returned  this  paper  stating  that 
be  had  no  authority  to  act,  and  therefore  declined 
presenting  it  to  his  political  associates.  We  have 
therefore  to  request  of  you,  whether  you  will  re- 
ceive any  communication  from  us— and  to  indicate 


the  manner  in  which  you  would  prefer  to  receive 
communications  from  us.  We  are  gentlemen,  very 
respectfully  yours,  kc. 

CHARLES  MAGILL, 
ROBERT  WASON, 
CASPER  QUYNN, 

JOHN  FISHER, 

G.  ELLICOTT, 

EPHRAIM  BELL, 
JOSHUA  VANSANT, 
SPRIGG  HARWOOD, 
THOMAS  HOPE, 
SAMUEL  SUTTON, 
ROBERT  T.  KEENE, 

M.  FOUNTAIN, 

JOHN  EVANS, 

GEORGE  A.  THOMAS, 
WASHINGTON  DUVALL, 
JOHN  B.  THOMAS, 
ENOCH  GEORGE, 

JOHN  S.  SELLMAN. 
WESLEY  LINTHICUM. 
To  Messrs.  Heard,  Leigh,  Vickers,  Gale,  Gaither, 
Kent,  Dalrymple,  Williams,  Handy,  Spence, 
Franklin,  Dickinson,  Dudley,  Hicks,  Lake, 
Pratt,  Duvall,  Merrick,  Brawner,  Bruce  and 
Beal. 


Annapolis,  September  21,  1836. 

At  one  o’clock,  P.  M.  the  democratic  republican 
members  of  the  electoral  college  again  assembled, 
when  Charles  Magill,  of  Washington  county,  re- 
sumed the  chair,  and  George  A.  Thomas,  of  Cecil, 
acted  as  secretaiy,  whereupon  the  following  pro- 
ceedings were  had. 

Contrary  to  our  reasonable  hopes  and  expecta- 
tions, the  other  electors  having  refused  even  to  re- 
ceive or  reply  to  the  propositions  which  we  have 
thought  proper  to  submit,  formally  and  informally, 
in  letters  addressed  to  all  of  them,  and  in  conver- 
sations held  by  individual  members  of  this  meet- 
ing, with  individual  members  of  the  other  branch 
of  the  electoral  college,  and  the  other  electors  hav- 
ing, moreover,  made  to  us,  or  to  any  one  us,  no 
propositions  whatever,  calculated  to  restore  to  the 
people  of  Maryland,  through  the  medium  of  the  le- 
gislature, the  right  to  revise  and  amend  the  consti- 
tution; and  this  meeting  being  fully  convinced  that 
we  have  no  alternative  left  but  to  adjourn,  or  to 
submit  to  the  selection  of  a senate  opposed  to  those 
reforms,  both  of  the  constitution  and  of  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  government  of  the  state,  which  our 
constituents  desire  to  see  accomplished — Therefore 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  do  now  adjourn. 

CHARLES  MAGILL,  president. 

George  A.  Thomas,  seci-etary. 


FROM  THE  ARMY— OFFICIAL. • 

Head  quarters,  army  o f the  south, 
Montgomery,  Ala.  Sept.  5,  1S36. 
Sir:  I came  hither  to-day  to  examine  into  the 
state  of  the  supplies  on  hand,  and  of  selecting  and 
forwarding  such  as  may  be  spared  from  the  service 
in  this  country,  for  the  use  of  the  troops  destined 
for  Florida. 

Oh  my  way  to  this  place  I passed  Wetumka, 
where  there  are  about  three  thousand  Indians,  who 
are  to  cross  the  Coosa  to-day,  and  take  up  their 
line  of  march  westward.  Ho-poe-thle  Yo-ho-lo, 
whose  departure  I reported  a few-  days  ago,  is  on 
his  way  to  the  west,  with  two  thousand  three  hun- 
dred of  his  band;  about  four  thousand  w ill  move  in 
a day  or  two  from  Talladega,  if  they  have  not 
loved  already;  and  I hope  to  have  the  whole  na- 
tion in  motion  by  the  20th,  except  the  families  of 
sdrae  of  the  warriors  w ho  go  to  Florida,  whom  I 
hive  consented  to  allow7  to  remain  until  the  warriors 
return. 

Being  able  to  dispense  with  the  services  of  the 
ninessee  volunteers,  I directed  brig.  gen.  Arm- 
strong several  dajrs  ago  to  proceed  with  them  to 
Ijorida,  by  easy  marches.  I this  day  ordered  the 
regular  troops  to  concentrate  at  Fort  Mitchell  and 
I u'inton;  they  are  dispersed  generally  in  single 
c mpanies,  from  Irwinton  to  Tallassee,  a distance 
o a hundred  and  twenty  miles;  they  w ill  be  pushed 
o to  Florida  about  the  20th;  and  I hope  to  send, 
uider  captain  Lane,  from  six  hundred  lo  a thou- 
s rid  Indian  warriors.  This  force,  if  the  Seminolcs 
c n he  found,  should  put  an  end  to  the  war  there 
i:  all  October.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your 
efiedient  servant,  TIL  8.  JESUP, 

Maj.  gen.  com. 

fhe  lion.  Lewis  Cass,  secretary  of  war,  Washington, 
city. 

GENERAL  ORDER,  NO.  61. 

Head  qaarters  of  the  army,  adj.  gen’Vs  office, 
Washington,  Sept.  16,  1S86. 

I.  The  major  general  commanding-in-chief  lias 
iceived  the  official  account  of  the  attack  made  on 
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the  21st  of  August,  by  major  Pierce,  of  the  1st  re- 
giment of  artillery,  on  a large  body  of  Indians  col- 
lected at  the  site  of  old  Fort  Drane,  in  which,  with 
a force  of  only  110  men,  he  completely  surprised 
and  routed  about  300  warriors,  and  killed  and 
wounded  a considerable  number  of  them. 

II.  The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  engaged 
in  this  enterprise,  like  those  who  attacked  a supe- 
rior force  at  Micanopy,  under  the  gallant  and  much 
lamented  lieutenant  colonel  Heileman,  is  deserving 
of  the  highest  praise. 

III.  It  is  with  much  satisfaction  that  the  major 
general  recurs  to  the  conduct,  on  all  occasions, 
of  the  troops  of  the  regular  army,  who  have  been 
serving  in  Florida,  against  the  Seminoles.  Wher- 
ever they  have  had  an  opportunity  of  meeting  the 
enemy  they  have  acted  with  a spirit  of  gallantry 
worthy  of  a nobler  field;  and  the  major  general 
cannot,  without  deep  sensibility,  contemplate  the 
sacrifices  and  sufferings  which  they  have  experi- 
enced in  the  arduous  duties  imposed  on  them;  all 
which  they  have  borne  with  a fortitude  and  sub- 
mission to  discipline  that  reflects  honor  on  the 
character  of  the  American  army,  and  entitles  them 
to  the  approbation  and  regard  of  their  government 
and  country. 

By  order  of  Alexander  Macomb,  major  gene- 
ral commanding-in-chief.  S.  COOPER, 

Act.  adj.  gen 

The  editor  of  the  Norfolk  Beacon  received  by  the 
southern  mail,  the  following  important  “order,” 
which  was  copied  from  the  manuscript  by  a friend 
in  Columbus,  and  forwarded  forthwith. 

order,  no.  83. 

Head  quarters,  army  of  the  south, 

Tuskeegee,  Alab.  8th  Sept.  1836. 
The  major  general  commanding  has  the  satisfac- 
tion to  announce  to  the  army  the  entire  cessation 
of  hostilities,  and  the  movement  westward  of  the 
principal  part  of  the  Creek  nation.  He  congratu- 
lates both  officers  and  soldiers,  on  the  complete 
success  which  has  attended  their  operations  through- 
out the  campaign.  More  than  2,000  hostile  In- 
dians, among  them  upwards  of  700  warriors,  were 
captured  by  the  Alabama  troops  and  friendly  In- 
dians— all  of  whom  have  been  removed  to  Arkan- 
sas, or  are  in  the  custody  of  the  civil  authorities, 
waiting  their  trial  for  offences  against  the  laws  of 
Georgia  and  Alabama. 

Several  hundred  Indians  who  had  escaped  from 
Echo  Hadjo’s  camp,  in  this  neighborhood,  and  at- 
tempted to  force  their  way  into  Florida,  were  at- 
tacked in  the  most  gallant  manner  by  the  Georgia 
troops,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  were  destroyed, 
captured  or  driven  back  to  their  swamps. 

The  greater  part  of  the  Georgia  and  Alabama 
troops,  called  out  for  three  months,  have  already 
been  discharged — those  that  remain  in  service,  with 
the  exception  of  major  Nelson’s  battalion  and  capt. 
Hentz’s  company  of  Georgia  volunteers,  will  be 
mustered,  honorably  discharged,  and  paid  as  soon 
as  arrangements  for  that  purpose  can  be  made. 

The  services  of  general  officers  of  volunteers  be- 
ing no  longer  required,  major  general  Sanford  and 
the  officers  of  his  staff,  of  Georgia,  and  major  gene- 
ral Patterson  and  brigadier  general  Moore,  with  the 
officers  of  their  respective  staffs,  of  Alabama,  are 
hereby  honorably  discharged.  In  separating  offici- 
ally from  those  gentlemen,  and  the  officers  and 
troops  that  compose  their  commands,  the  major 
general  would  do  injustice  to  his  own  feelings  were 
he  to  omit  the  expression  of  the  high  sense  which 
he  entertains  for-their-  good  conduct  and  soldiery 
deportment.  They  have  his  entire  approbation 
and  deserve  that  of  their  country. 

The  Tennessee  brigade,  under  brigadier  general 
Armstrong,  deserve  the  highest  commendation  for 
the  prompt  and  effective  manner  in  which  they 
have  performed  the  duties  that  devolved  on  them 
while  they  were  detained  in  the  Creek  country. — 
They  are  now  on  their  march  to  Florida,  where  a 
determined  and  active  enemy  awaits  them.  The 
same  promptness  and  attention  to  duty  which  dis- 
tinguished them  here,  will  ensure  them  victory 
there. 

The  regular  troops,  except  major  M’lntosh’s 
company,  will  proceed  to  Florida  in  the  course  of 
this  month  or  early  in  October. 

The  order,  discipline  and  good  conduct  which 
they  have  displayed  throughout  this  campaign,  and 
the  readiness  with  which  every  duty  has  been  per- 
formed by  officers  and  soldiers,  do  them  the  highest 
honor. 

The  marines  will  be  necessarily  detained  some 
time  longer  in  this  country.  Both  officers  and 
men  have  acted  in  the  best  manner,  and  have  per- 
formed every  duty  which  has  devolved  upon  them 
with  a promptness  and  correctness  creditable  to 


themselves  and  characteristic  of  the  corps.  The 
gallantry  which  prompted  them  to  volunteer  for 
service  in  the  field,  will  be  long  remembered  by  the 
army,  and  by  none  more  gratefully  than  by  the  ma- 
jor general  commanding. 

By  order  of  major  general  Jesnp: 

HENRY  STAUNTON, 
Lieut,  colonel  and  adj't  gen.  army  of  the  south. 


NAVY  DEPARTMENT. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  master  commandant  Tho- 
mas T.  Webb,  commander  of  the  United  States 
sloop  of  war  Vandalia,  to  commodore  A.  J.  Dal- 
las, and  transmitted  by  him  to  the  secretary  of 
the  navy,  dated 

“U.  S.  ship  Vandalia,  Pensacola  bay,  Aug.  24, 1S36. 

“Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  this 
day  of  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Vandalia,  under  my 
command. 

“In  obedience  to  your  instructions  of  7th  May, 
1836,  I proceeded  to  the  port  of  Havana,  and  after 
communicating  with  our  consul  and  filling  up  my 
water,  left  that  city  for  the  cape  and  port  of  St.  Ni- 
cholas Mole,  at  which  place  I arrived  on  the  loth 
June;  not  finding  there  any  agent  of  the  U.  States, 
or  other  public  officer  from  whom  I could  obtain 
information  in  regard  to  the  object  of  my  cruize,  I 
left  that  anchorage,  and  arrived  at  Port  au  Prince 
on  the  evening  of  the  21st,  at  which  place  I was 
informed  bv  the  American  consul  that  every  thing 
was  in  a quiet  and  undisturbed  state,  though  fears 
were  apprehended  of  piratical  depredations  from 
the  new  arrangement  made  by  the  Haytian  govern- 
ment, compelling  foreign  produce  to  pay  duties  in 
foreign  coin.  That  arrangement  is  not  as  yet  ge- 
nerally known;  and  it  is  feared  that,  when  it  is 
well  understood  that  American  vessels  bound  to 
Hayti  carry  with  them  specie  for  the  payment  of 
duties,  much  injury  will  result  to  the  persons  and 
commerce  of  our  countrymen. 

“Having  obtained  all  the  information  I could  at 
Port  au  Prince,  I left  that  anchorage  on  the  28th 
for  La  Guayra  and  Porto  Cabello.  At  the  former 
port  I arrived  on  29th  July,  and  the  latter  on  the 
1st  August;  and  ascertaining  that  the  most  profound 
tranquillity  pervaded  the  whole  country,  and  the 
commerce  and  citizens  of  the  United  States  undis- 
turbed, and  protected  by  the  authorities,  I left  Por- 
to Cabello  on  the  2d  August,  direct  for  Pensacolo.” 

Consulate  of  the  U.  S.  Havana,  May  19,  1836. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
yesterday  afternoon  of  your  favor  of  that  date,  ap- 
prising me  of  your  arrival  at  this  port,  and  of  the 
purposes  of  your  visit;  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to 
state  that  within  my  knowledge  no  circumstances 
exist  in  this  quarter  calling  for  the  intervention  of 
a vessel  of  war.  I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  N.  P.  TRIST. 

U.  S.  consulate,  La  Guayra,  July  29,  1836. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  this  date,  and  beg  leave  to  congra- 
tulate you  on  your  arrival,  particularly  as  I consi- 
der it  of  great  importance  to  our  commercial  inter- 
ests that  our  national  flag  should  occasionally  be 
displayed  in  this  port. 

Our  commercial  relations  with  Venezuela  arc  on 
the  best  footing,  every  facility  being  afforded  by 
the  local  and  general  authorities  we  can  desire. 

The  present  political  state  of  Venezuela  is  that 
of  profound  tranquillity,  the  country  rapidly  reco- 
vering from  the  direful  effects  of  the  late  revolu- 
tion. 

I have  every  reason  to  believe,  from  the  general 
good  understanding  existing  at  present,  that  no  dif- 
ficulty can  possibly  arise  to  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  in  the  prosecution  of  their  lawful 
commerce. 

Offering  you  my  best  services,  I am,  sir,  with 
consideration,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  BENJ.  RENSHAW,  U.  S.  consul. 
Thos.  T.  Webb,  esq.  commander  U.  S.  ship  Van- 
dalia, La  Guayra  roads. 


THE  BOSTON  SLAVE  CASE. 

From  the  Boston  Commercial  Gazette,  of  15 th  insl. 

OPINION  OF  THE  CHIEF  JUSTICE. 

We  are  this  day  enabled  to  present  to  the  public 
the  very  interesting  and  authentic  opinion  of  the 
supreme  judicial  court  of  Massachusetts,  on  a slave 
case  recently  adjudicated.  The  opinion  was  pro- 
nounced by  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Shaw,  and  we  are 
authorised  to  add,  that  it  was  unanimously  concur- 
red in  by  the  four  judges.  It  therefore  settles  the 
question  as  to  slaves  voluntarily  brought  into  this 
state  by  their  owners,  and  as  such,  will  be  read 
with  great  interest.  AVhatever  may  have  been  the 
impressions  of  individuals  on  this  question  the  com- 


munity will  yield  implicit  assent  to  the  opinion  of 
the  learned  court. 

Commonwealth  vs.  Thomas  Avcs, 

August  27,  1836. 

The  question  now  before  the  court  arises  upon  a 
return  to  habeas  corpus,  originally  issued  in  vaca- 
tion, by  Mr.  J ustice  Wilde,  lor  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing up  the  person  of  a colored  child  named  Med,  and 
instituting  a legal  inquiry  into  the  fact  of  her  deten- 
tion, and  the  causes  lor  which  she  was  detained. 
By  the  provisions  of  the  revised  code,  the  practice 
upon  habeas  corpus  is  somewhat  altered.  In  case  the 
party  complaining,  or  in  behalf  of  whom  complaint 
is  made,  on  the  ground  of  unlawful  imprisonment, 
is  not  in  the  custody  of  an  officer,  as  of  a sheriff 
or  deputy,  or  corresponding  officer  of  the  United 
States,  the  writ  is  directed  to  the  sheriff',  requiring 
him  or  his  deputy  to  take  the  body  of  the  person 
thus  complaining,  or  in  behalf  of  whom  complaint 
is  thus  made,  and  have  him  before  the  court  or  ma- 
gistrate issuing  the  writ,  and  to  summon  the  party 
alleged  to  have  or  claim  the  custody  of  such  per- 
son, to  appear  at  the  same  time,  and  show  the  cause 
of  the  detention.  The  person  thus  summoned  is  to 
make  a statement  under  oath,  setting  forth  all  the 
facts  fully  and  particularly;  and  in  case  he  claims 
the  custody  of  such  party,  the  grounds  of  such  claim 
must  be  fully  set  forth.  This  statement  is  in  the 
nature  of  a return  to  the  w rit,  as  made  under  the 
former  practice,  and  will  usually  present  the  mate- 
rial facts  upon  which  the  questions  arise.  Such  re- 
turns, however,  is  not  conclusive  of  the  facts  stated 
in  it,  but  the  court  is  to  proceed  and  inquire  into 
all  the  alleged  causes  of  detension,  and  decide  upon 
them  in  a summary  manner.  But  the  court  may, 
if  the  occasion  require  it,  adjourn  the  examination, 
and  in  the  mean  time  bail  the  party,  or  commit  him 
to  a general  or  special  custody,  as  the  age,  health, 
sex  and  other  circumstances  of  the  case  may  re- 
quire. It  is  further  provided  that  when  the  writ  is 
issued  by  one  judge  of  the  court  in  vacation,  and 
in  the  meantime,  before  a final  decision,  the  court 
shall  meet  in  the  same  county,  the  proceedings  may 
be  adjourned  into  the  court,  and  there  be  conducted., 
to  a final  issue,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  had 
been  originally  commenced  by  a writ  issued  from 
the  court.  I have  stated  these  provisions  the  more 
minutety,  because  there  have  been  as  yet  but  few 
prodeedings  under  the  revised  statutes,  and  the  prac- 
tice is  yet  to  be  established. 

Upon  the  return  of  this  writ  before  Mr.  Justice 
Wilde,  a statement  was  made  by  Mr.  Avcs,  the 
respondent;  the  case  was  then  postponed.  It  has 
since  been  fully  and  very  ably  argued  before  all  the 
judges,  and  is  now  transferred  to  and  entered  in 
court,  and  stands  here  for  judgment,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  the  writ  had  been  originally  returnable 
in  court. 

The  return  of  Mr.  Aves  states  that  he  has  the 
body  of  the  colored  child  described  in  his  custody, 
and  produces  her.  It  further  states  that  Samuel 
Slater,  a merchant,  citizen  and  resident  in  the  city 
of  New  Orleans  and  state  of  Louisiana,  purchased 
the  child  with  her  mother  in  1833,  the  mother  and 
child  being  then  and  long  before  slaves  by  the  laws 
of  Louisiana;  that  they  contiuued  to  be  his  pro- 
perty, in  his  service,  at  New  Orleans,  till  about  the 
first  of  May  last,  when  Mary  Slater,  his  wife,  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  Aves,  left  New  Orleans  for  Bos- 
ton, for  the  purpose  of  visiting  her  father,  intend- 
ing to  return  to  New  Orleans  after  an  absence  of 
four  or  five  months;  that  the  mother  of  the  child 
remained  at  New  Orleans  in  a state  of  slavery,  but 
that  Mrs.  Slater  brought  the  child  with  her  from 
New  Orleans  to  Boston,  having  the  child  in  her 
custody  as  the  agent  and  representative  of  her  hus- 
band, whose  slave  the  child  was,  by  the  laws  of 
Louisiana;  when  the  child  was  brought  thence, 
the  object,  intent  and  purpose  of  the  said  Mary 
Slater  being  to  have  the  said  child  accompany 
her,  and  remain  in  her  custody  and  under  her 
care  during  her  temporary  absence  from  New  Or- 
leans, and  that  the  said  child  should  return  with  her 
to  New  Orleans,  the  domicil  of  herself  and  her  hus- 
band; that  the  said  child  was  confided  to  the  custody 
and  care  of  said  Aves  by  Mrs.  Slater,  during  her 
temporary  absence  in  the  country  for  her  health. 
The  respondent  concludes  by  stating  that  he  has 
exercised  no  other  restraint  over  the  liberty  of  this 
child  than  such  as  was  necessary  to  the  health  and 
safety  of  the  child.  Notice  having  been  given  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Slater,  an  appearance  has  been  en- 
tered for  them,  and  in  this  state  of  the  case  and 
of  the  parties,  the  cause  has  been  heard.  Some 
evidence  was  given  at  the  former  hearing,  but  it 
does  not  materially  vary  the  facts  stated  in  the  re- 
turn. The  fact  testified  which  wa3  consider  most 
material  was,  the  declared  intent  of  Mrs.  Slater  to 
take  the  child  back  to  New  Orleans.  But  as  that 
intent  is  distinctly  avowed  in  the  return,  that  is,  to 
take  tire  child  back  to  New  Orleans,  if  it  could  be 
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lawfully  done,  it  does  not  essentially  change  the 
case  made  by  the  return. 

This  return  is  now  to  be  considered  in  the  same 
aspect  as  if  made  by  Mr.  Slater.  It  is  made  in 
fact  by  Mr.  Aves,  claiming  the  custody  of  the  slave 
in  right  of  Mr.  Slater,  and  that  claim  is  sanctioned 
by  Mr.  Slater,  who  appears  by  his  attorney  to  main- 
tain and  enforce  it.  He  claims  to  have  the  child  as 
master,  and  carry  her  back  to  New  Orleans,  and 
whether  the  claim  has  been  made  in  terms  or  not 
to  hold  and  return  her  as  a slave,  that  intent  is  ma- 
nifest, and  the  argument  has  very  properly  placed 
the  claim  upon  that  ground. 

The  case  presents  an  extremely  interesting  ques- 
tion, not  so  much  on  account  of  dny  doubt  or  diffi- 
culty attending  it,  as  on  account  of  its  important 
consequences  to  those  who  may  be  affected  by  it, 
either  as  masters  or  slaves. 

The  precise  question  presented  by  the  claim  of 
the  respondent  is,  whether  a citizen  of  any  one  of 
the  U.  States,  where  negro  slavery  is  established  by 
law',  coming  into  this  state,  for  any  temporary  pur- 
ose  of  business  or  pleasure,  staying  some  time, 
ut  not  acquiring  a domicil  here,  who  brings  a slave 
with  him  as  a personal  attendant,  may  restrain 
such  slave  of  his  liberty  during  his  continuance 
here,  and  convey  him  out  of  this  state  on  his  return, 
against  his  consent.  It  is  not  contended  that  a 
master  can  exercise  here  any  other  of  the  rights  of 
a slave  owner,  than  such  as  maybe  necessary  to  re- 
strain the  custody  of  the  slave  during  his  residence 
and  to  remove  him  on  his  return. 

Until  this  discussion,  I had  supposed  that  there 
had  been  adjudged  cases  on  this  subject  in  this  com- 
monwealth; and  it  is  believed  to  have  been  a pre- 
valent opinion  among  lawyers,  that  if  a slave  is 
brought  voluntarily  and  unnecessarily  within  the 
limits  of  this  state,  he  becomes  free,  if  he  chooses 
to  avail  himself  of  the  provisions  of  our  laws;  not 
so  much  because  his  coming  within  our  territorial 
limits,  breathing  our  air,  or  treading  on  our  soil, 
works  any  alteration  in  his  siutus,  or  condition,  as 
settled  by  the  law  of  his  domicil,  as  because  by  the 
operation  of  our  laws,  there  is  no  authority  on  the 
part  of  the  master,  either  to  restrain  the  slave  of  his 
liberty',  whilst  here,  or  forcibly  to  take  him  into 
custody  in  order  to  his  removal.  There  seems, 
however,  to  be  no  decided  case  on  the  subject,  re- 
ported. 

It  is  now  to  be  conceded  as  an  established  rule, 
that  by  the  constitution,  and  law's  of  this  common- 
wealth, before  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  in  1789,  slavery  was  abolished, 
as  being  contrary  to  the  principles  of  justice  and  of 
nature,  and  repugnant  to  the  provisions  of  the  de- 
claration of  rights,  which  is  a component  part  of 
the  constitution  of  the  state. 

It  is  not  easy,  without  more  time  for  historical 
research  than  I now  have,  to  show  the  course  of 
slavery  in  Massachusetts.  By  a very  early  colonial 
ordinance,  (1641),  it  was  ordered,  that  there  should 
be  no  bond  slavery,  villanage  or  captivity  amongst 
us,  with  the  exception  of  lawful  captives  taken  in 
just  wars,  or  those  judicially  sentenced  to  servi- 
tude, as  a punishment  for  crime.  And  by  an  act  a 
few  years  after,  (1646),  manifestly  alluding  to  some 
transaction  then  recent,  the  general  court  conceiv- 
ing themselves  bound  to  bear  witness  against  the 
heinous  and  crying  sin  of  man  stealing,  &c.  order- 
ed that  certain  negroes  be  sent  back  to  their  native 
country  (Guinea)  at  the  charge  of  the  country, 
with  a letter  from  the  governor  expressive  of  the 
indignation  of  the  court  thereabouts.  See  ancient 
charters,  &c.  52,  chap.  12,  sects.  2,  3. 

But  notwithstanding  these  strong  expressions  in 
the  acts  of  the  colonial  government,  slavery  to  a 
certain  extent  seems  to  have  crept  in;  not  probably 
by  force  of  any  law,  for  none  such  is  found  or 
known  to  exist;  but  rather,  it  may  be  presumed, 
from  that  universal  custom,  prevailing  through  the 
European  colonies,  in  the  West  Indies,  and  on  the 
continent  of  America,  and  which  was  fostered  and 
encouraged  by  the  commercial  policy  of  the  parent 
states.  That  it  was  so  established,  is  shown  bv 
this,  that  by  several  provincial  acts,  passed  at  vari- 
ous times,  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century,  sla- 
very was  recognized  as  existing  in  fact,  and  various 
regulations  were  prescribed  in  reference  to  it.  The 
act  passed  June,  1703,  imposed  certain  restrictions 
upon  manumission,  and  subjected  the  master  to  the 
relief  and  support  of  the  slaves,  notwithstanding 
such  manumission,  if  the  regulations  were-not  com- 
plied with.  The  act  of  October,  1705,  levied  a du- 
ty and  imposed  various  restrictions  upon  the  impor- 
tation of  negroes,  and  allowed  a drawback  upon 
any  negro  thus  imported  and  for  whom  tile  duty  had 
been  paid,  if  exported  within  the  spar.e  of  twelve 
months  and  bona  fide  sold  in  any  other  plantation. 

HPw,  cr  by  what  act  particularly,  slavery  was 
abolished  in  Massachusetts,  whether  by  the  adop- 
tion of  the  opinion  in  Somersett’s  case,  as  a decla- 


ration and  modification  of  the  common  law,  or  by  ' 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  or  by  the  consti- 
tution of  1780,  it  is  not  now  very  easy  to  deter-  j 
mine,  and  it  is  rather  a matter  of  curiosity  than  of 
utility;  it  being  agreed  on  all  hands  that  if  not  abo-  , 
lished  before,  it  was  so  by  the  declaration  of  rights. 
In  the  case  of  Winchendon  vs.  Hatfield,  4 Mass.  R.  j 
123,  which  was  a case  between  two  towns  respect-  j 
ing  the  support  of  a pauper,  chief  justice  Parsons, 
in  giving  the  opinion  of  the  court,  states,  that  at  the 
first  action  which  came  before  the  court  after  the 
establishment  of  the  constitution,  the  judges  de- 
clared, that  by  virtue  of  the  declaration  of  rights, 
slavery  in  this  state  was  no  more.  And  he  men- 
tions another  case,  Littleton  vs.  Tuttle,  4 Mass.  R. 
128,  note,  in  which  it  was  stated  as  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  court,  that  a negro  born  within  the 
state,  before  the  constitution,  was  born  free,  though 
born  of  a female  slave.  The  chief  justice,  how- 
ever, states,  that  the  general  practice  and  common 
usage  have  been  opposed  to  this  opinion. 

It  has  recently  been  stated  as  a fact,  that  there 
were  judicial  decisions  in  this  state  prior  to  the 
adoption  of  the  present  constitution,  holding  that 
negroes  born  here  of  slave  parents  were  free.  A 
fact  is  stated  in  the  above  opinion  of  chief  justice 
Parsons,  which  may  account  for  this  suggestion. 
He  states  that  several  negroes  born  in  this  country, 
of  imported  slaves,  had  demanded  their  freedom  of 
their  masters  by  suits  of  law,  and  obtained  it  by  a 
judgment  of  court.  The  defence  of  the  master,  he 
says,  was  faintly  made,  for  such  was  the  temper  of 
the  times,  that  a restless,  discontented  slave,  was 
worth  little,  and  when  his  freedom  was  obtained  in 
a course  of  legal  proceedings,  his  master  was  not  hol- 
den  for  his  support,  if  he  became  poor.  It  is  very 
probable,  therefore,  that  this  surmise  is  correct,  and 
that  records  of  judgments  to  this  effect  may  be 
found;  but  they  would  throw  very  little  light  on 
the  subject. 

Without  pursuing  this  inquiry  farther,  it  is  suf- 
ficient for  the  purpose  of  the  case  before  us,  that 
by  the  constitution  adopted  in  1780,  slavery  was 
abolished  in  Massachusetts,  upon  the  ground  that 
it  is  contrary  to  natural  right  and  the  plain  princi- 
ples of  justice.  The  terms  of  the  first  article  of 
the  declaration  of  rights  are  plain  and  explicit.- — 
“All  men  are  born  free  and  equal,  and  have  certain 
natural,  essential  and  unalienable  rights,  among 
which  are,  the  right  of  enjoying  and  defending  their 
lives  and  liberties,  that  of  acquiring,  possessing  and 
protecting  properly'.”  It  would  be  difficult  to  se- 
lect words  more  precise!}'  adapted  to  the  abolition 
of  negro  slavery.  According  to  the  laws  prevail- 
ing in  all  the  states,  where  slavery  is  upheld,  the 
child  of  a slave  is  not  deemed  to  be  born  free,  a 
slave  has  no  right  to  enjoy  and  defend  his  awn 
liberty,  or  to  acquire,  possess,  or  protect  pro- 
perty. That  the  description  was  broad  enough  in 
its  terms  to  embrace  negroes,  and  that  it  was  in- 
tended by  the  framers  of  the  constitution  to  em- 
brace them,  is  proved  by  the  earliest  contempora- 
neous construction,  by  an  unbroken  series  of  judi- 
cial decisions,  and  by  a uniform  practice  from  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution  to  the  present  time. 
The  whole  tenor  of  our  policy,  of  our  legislation  and 
jurisprudence  from  that  time  to  the  present,  has 
been  consistent  with  this  construction,  and  with  no 
other. 

Such  being  the  general  rule  of  law,  it  becomes 
necessary  to  inquire  how  far  it  is  modified  or  con- 
trolled in  its  operation;  either, 

1.  By  the  law  of  other  nations  and  states,  ad- 
mitted by  the  comity  of  nations  to  have  a limited 
operation  within  a particular  state,  or 

2.  By  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States. 

In  considering  the  first,  we  may  assume  that  the 
law  of  this  state  is  analogous  to  the  law  of  Eng- 
land, in  this  respect,  that  while  slavery  is  consi- 
dered as  unlawful  and  inadmissible  in  both,  and 
this  because  contrary  to  natural  right  and  to  laws 
designed  for  the  security  of  personal  liberty,  yet  in 
both,  the  existence  of  slavery  in  other  countries  is 
recognized,  and  the  claims  of  foreigners,  growing 
out  of  that  condition,  are  to  a certain  extent,  re- 
spected. Almost  the  only  reason  assigned  by  lord 
Mansfield  in  Somersett’s  case  was,  that  slavery  is 
of  such  a nature  that  it  is  incapable  of  being  intro- 
duced on  any  reasons  moral  or  political,  but  only 
by  positive  law;  and,  it  is  so  odious,  that  nothing 
can  be  suffered  to  support  it  but  positive  law. 

The  same  doctrine  is  clearly  stated  in  the  full 
and  able  opinion  of  Marshall  C.  J.  in  the  case  of 
the  Antelope,  10  AVheat.  120.  He  is  speaking  of 
the  slave  trade,  but  the  remark  itself  shows  that  it 
applies  to  the  state  of  slavery.  “That  it  is  contrary 
to  the  law  of  nature  will  scarcely  be  denied.  That 
every  man  has  a natural  right  to  the  fruits  of  his 
own  labor,  is  generally  admitted,  and  that  no  other 
person  can  rightfully  deprive  him  of  those  fruits, 


and  appropriate  them  against  his  will,  seems  to  be 
the  necessary  result  of  the  admission.” 

But  although  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  are 
deemed  contrary'  to  natural  right,  yet  it  is  settled 
by  the  judicial  decisions  of  this  country  and  of 
England,  that  it  is  not  contrary  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions. It  has  been  too  long  and  too  extensively  ad- 
mitted, by  the  laws  of  all  modern  civilized  nations, 
and  more  explicitly  by  those  who  have  had  foreign 
colonies,  to  warrant  any  one  independent  commu- 
nity to  say,  that  it  is  opposed  to  the  laws  of  na- 
tions. The  authorities  are  cited  in  the  case  of  the 
Antelope,  and  that  case  is  itself  an  authority  di- 
rectly in  point.  The  consequence  is,  that  each  in- 
dependent community,  in  its  intercourse  w ith  every 
other,  bound  to  act  on  the  principle,  that  such  other 
country  has  a full  and  perfect  authority  to  make 
such  laws  for  the  government  of  its  own  subjects, 
as  its  own  judgment  shall  dictate  and  its  own  con- 
science approve,  provided  the  same  are  consistent 
with  the  law  of  nations;  and  no  independent  com- 
munity has  any  right  to  interfere  with  the  acts  or 
conduct  of  another  state,  within  the  territories  of 
such  state,  or  on  the  high  seas,  which  each  has  an 
equal  right  to  use  and  occupy;  and  that  each  sove- 
reign state,  governed  by  its  ow  n laws,  although 
competent  and  well  authorised  to  make  such  laws 
as  it  may  think  most  expedient  to  the  extent  of  its 
own  territorial  limits,  and  for  the  government  of  its 
own  subjects,  yet  beyond  those  limits,  and  over 
those  who  are  not  her  own  subjects,  has  no  autho- 
rity to  enforce  her  own  laws,  or  to  treat  the  laws  of 
other  states  as  void,  although  contrary'  to  its  own 
views  of  morality. 

This  view  seems  consistent  with  most  of  the  lead- 
ing cases  on  the  subject. 

Sommersett’s  case,  20  Howell’s  State  Trials  1, 
as  already  cited,  decides  that  slavery',  being  odious 
and  against  natural  right,  cannot  exist  except  by 
force  of  positive  law.  But  it  clearly  admits,  that 
it  may  exist  by  force  of  positive  law.  And  it  may- 
be remarked,  that  by  positive  law,  in  this  connexion, 
may  be  as  well  understood,  customary'  law  as  the 
enactment  of  a statute;  and  the  word  is  used  to  de- 
signate rules  established  by  tacit  acquiescence  or 
by  the  legislative  act  of  any  state,  and  which  de- 
rive their  force  and  authority  from  such  acqui- 
escence or  enactment,  and  not  because  they'  are  the 
dictates  of  natural  justice,  and  as  such  of  universal 
obligation. 

The  Louis,  2 Dodson’s  R.  23S.  This  was  an 
elaborate  opinion  of  sir  Win.  Scott.  It  was  the 
case  of  a French  vessel  seized  by  an  English  vessel 
in  time  of  peace,  whilst  engaged  in  tire  slave  trade. 
It  proceeded  upon  the  ground  that  a right  of  visita- 
tion by  the  vessels  of  one  nation,  of  the  vessels  of 
another,  could  only  be  exercised  in  time  of  war,  or 
against  pirates,  and  that  the  slave  trade  was  not 
piracy  by  the  laws  of  nations,  except  against  those 
by  whose  government  it  has  been  so  declared  by 
law  or  by  ffreaty.  And  the  vessel  was  delivered 
up. 

The  JLmedie,  1 Acton’s  R.  240.  The  judgment 
of  sir  Wm.  Grant  in  this  case,  upon  the  point  on 
which  the  case  was  decided,  that  of  the  burden  of 
proof,  has  been  doubted.  But  upon  the  point  now 
under  discussion,  he  says,  but  we  do  not  lay  as  a 
general  principle,  that  this  is  a trade  which  cannot 
abstractedly  speaking,  be  said  to  have  a legitimate 
existence.  I say  abstractedly  speaking,  because 
we  cannot  legislate  for  other  countries;  nor  has  this 
country  a right  to  control  any  foreign  legislature 
that  may  give  permission  to  its  subjects,  to  prose- 
cute this  trade.  Fie  however  held,  in  consequence 
of  the  principles  declared  by  the  British  govern- 
ment, that  he  was  bound  to  hold  pritna  facie,  that 
the  traffic  was  unlawful,  and  threw  on  the  claimant 
the  burden  of  proof,  that  the  traffic  was  permitted 
by  the  law  of  his  own  country. 

The  Diana,  1,  Dodson,  95.  This  case  strongly 
corroborates  the  general  principle,  that  though  the 
slave  trade  is  contrary  to  the  principles  of  justice 
and  humanity,  it  cannot  with  truth  be  said,  that  it 
is  contrary  to  the  laws  of  all  civilized  nations;  and 
that  courts  will  respect  the  property  of  persons  en- 
gaged in  it,  under  the  sanction  of  the  laws  of  then- 
own  country. 

Two  cases  are  cited  from  the  decisions  of  courts 
of  common  law,  which  throw  much  light  upon  the 
subject. 

Modroso  vs.  Willis,  3 B.  & Aid.  353.  It  was  an 
action  brought  by  a Spaniard  against  a British  sub- 
ject, who  had  unlawfully  and  without  justifiable 
cause,  captured  a ship  with  three  hundred  slaves 
on  board.  The  only  question  was,  the  amount  of 
damages.  Abbott  C.  J.  who  tried  the  cause,  in  re- 
ference to  the  very  strong  language  of  the  acts  of 
parliament,  declaring  the  traffic  in  slaves  a viola- 
tion of  right  and  contrary  to  the  first  principles  of 
justice  and  humanity,  doubted  whether  the  owner 
could  recover  damages,  in  an  English  court  of  jus- 
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tice,  for  the  value  of  the  slaves  as  property,  and  di- 
rected the  ship  and  the  slaves  to  be  separately  va- 
lued. On  lurther  consideration  he  and  the  whole 
court  were  of  opinion,  that  the  plaintiif  was  entitled 
to  recover  for  the  value  of  the  slaves.  That  opi- 
nion went  upon  the  ground  that  the  traffic  in  slaves, 
however  wrong  in  itself,  if  prosecuted  by  a Spaniard 
between  Spain  and  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  if  per- 
mitted by  the  laws  of  Spain,  and  not  restrained  by 
treaty,  could  not  be  lawfully  interrupted  by  a Bri- 
tish subject,  on  the  high  seas,  the  common  high- 
way of  nations.  And  Mr.  Justice  Bayley  in  his 
opinion,  after  stating  the  general  rule  that  a fo- 
reigner is  entitled,  in  a British  court  of  justice,  to 
compensation  for  a wrongful  act,  added,  that  al- 
though the  language  used  by  the  statutes  was  very 
strong,  yet  it  could  only  apply  to  British  subjects. 

It  is  true,  he  further  says,  that  if  this  were  a trade 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations,  a foreigner  could 
not  maintain  this  action.  And  Best  J.  spoke  strong- 
ly to  the  same  effect,  adding  that  the  statutes  speak 
in  just  terms  of  indignation  of  the  horrible  traffic  in 
human  beings,  but  they  speak  only  in  the  name  of 
the  British  nation.  If  a ship  be  acting  contrary  to 
the  general  law  of  nations,  she  is  thereby  subject  to 
confiscation;  but  it  is  impossible  to  say  that  the 
slave  trade  is  contrary  to  what  may  be  called  the 
common  law  of  nations. 

Forbes  vs.  Cochrane,  2 Barn.  & Cressw.  448,  Dowl. 

8c  Ryl.  679.  This  case  has  been  supposed  to  con- 
flict with  the  one  last  cited;  but  I apprehend,  in 
considering  the  principles  upon  which  they  were 
decided,  they  will  be  found  to  be  perfectly  recon- 
cilable. The  plaintiff,  a British  subject,  domiciled 
in  East  Florida,  where  slavery  was  established  by 
law,  was  the  owner  of  a plantation,  and  of  certain 
slaves,  who  escaped  thence  and  got  on  board  a Bri- 
tish ship  of  war  on  the  high  seas.  It  was  here  that 
he  could  not  maintain  an  action  against  the  master 
of  the  ship  for  harboring  the  slaves  after  notice  of 
demand  of  them.  Some  of  the  opinion?  given  in 
this  case  are  extremely  instructive  and  applicable 
to  the  present.  Holroyd  J.  in  giving  his  opinion, 
said,  that  the  plaintiff  could  not  found  his  claim  to 
the  slaves  upon  any  general  right,  because  by  the 
English  laws,  such  a right  cannot  be  considered  as 
warranted  by  the  general  law  of  nature,  that  if  the 
plaintiff  could  claim  at  all,  it  must  be  in  virtue  of 
some  right,  which  he  had  acquired  by  the  law  of 
the  country  where  he  was  domiciled,  that  when 
sucli  rights  are  recognized  by  law7,  they  must  be 
considered  as  founded,  not  upon  the  law  of  nature, 
but  upon  the  particular  law  of  that  country,  and 
must  be  coextensive  with  the  territories  of  that 
state;  that  if  such  right  were  violated  by  a British 
subject,  within  such  territory,  the  party  grieved 
would  be  entitled  to  a remedy,  but  that  the  law  of 
slavery  is  a law  in  invitum,  and  when  a party  gets 
out  of  the  territory,  where  it  prevails,  and  under 
the  protection  of  another  power,  without  any  wrong- 
ful act  done  by  the  party  giving  that  protection, 
the  right  of  the  master,  which  is  formed  on  the  mu- 
nicipal law  of  the  place  only,  does  not  continue. 
So  in  speaking  of  the  effect  of  bringing  a slave  into 
England,  he  says,  he  ceases  to  be  a slave  in  Eng- 
land, only  because  there  is  no  law,  which  sanctions 
his  detention  in  slavery.  Best  J.  declared  his  opi- 
nion to  the  same  effect.  Slavery  is  a local  law, 
therefore  if  a man  wishes  to  preserve  his  slaves,  let 
him  attach  them  to  him  by  affection,  or  make  fast 
the  bars  of  their  prison,  or  rivet  well  their  chains, 
for  the  instant  they  get  beyond  the  limits,  where 
slavery  is  recognized  by  the  local  law,  they  have 
broken  their  chains,  they  have  escaped  from  their 
prison  and  are  free. 

That  slavery  is  a relation  founded  in  force,  not 
in  right,  existing,  where  it  does  exist,  by  force  of 
positive  law,  and  not  recognized  as  founded  in  na- 
tural right,  is  intimated  by  the  definition  of  slavery 
in  the  civil  law;  “Servitus  est  constitutio  juris  Pen- 
tium,, qua  qxtis  dominio  alieno  contra  naturam  subjici- 
tur .” 

Upon  a general  review  of  the  authorities,  and 
upon  an  application  of  the  well  established  princi- 
ples upon  this  subject,  we  think  they  fully  main- 
tain the  point  stated,  that  though  slavery^  contra- 
ry to  natural  right,  and  to  the  principles  of  justice, 
humanity  and  sound  policy,  as  we  adopt  them^,  and 
found  our  own  laws  upon  them,  yet  not  being  con- 
trary to  the  laws  of  nations,  if  any  other  state  or 
community  see  fit  to  establish  and  continue  slavery 
by  law,  so  far  as  the  legislative  power  of  that  coun- 
try extends,  wa  are  bound  to  take  notice  of  the 
existence  of  those  laws,  and  we  are  not  at  liberty 
to  declare  and  hold  an  act  done  within  those  limits, 
unlawful  and  void,  upon  our  views  of  morality  and 
policy,  which  the  sovereign  and  legislative  power 
of  the  place  has  pronounced  to  be  lawful.  If  there- 
fore an  unwarranted  interference  and  wrong  is  done 
by  our  citizens  to  a foreigner,  acting  under  the 
sanction  of  such  laws,  and  within  their  proper  limits, 


that  is,  within  the  local  limits  of  the  power  by  whom 
they  are  thus  established  or  on  the  high  seas,  which 
each  and  every  nation  has  a right  in  common  with 
all  others  to  occupy,  our  laws  would  no  doubt  af- 
ford a remedy  against  the  wrong  done.  So  in  pur- 
suance of  a well  known  maxim,  that  in  the  con- 
struction of  contracts,  the  lex  loci  contractus  shall 
govern,  if  a person,  having  in  other  respects,  a right 
to  sue  in  our  courts,  shall  bring  an  action  against 
another,  liable  in  other  respects  to  be  sued  in  our 
courts,  upon  a contract  made  upon  the  subject  of 
slavery  in  a state  w'here  slavery  is  allowed  by  law, 
the  law  here  would  give  it  effect.  As  if  a note  of 
hand  made  in  New  Orleans  were  sued  on  here,  and 
the  defence  should  be  that  it  was  on  a bad  consi- 
deration, or,  wuthout  consideration,  because  given 
for  the  price  of  a slave  sold,  it  may  well  be  admit- 
ted that  such  a defence  could  not  prevail,  because 
the  contract  was  a legal  one  by  the  law  of  the  place 
where  it  was  made. 

This  view  of  the  law  applicable  to  slavery,  marks 
strongly  the  distinction  between  the  relation  of 
master  and  slave  as  established  by  the  local  law  of 
particular  states,  and  in  virtue  of  that  sovereign 
power  and  independent  authority,  which  each  inde- 
pendent state  concedes  to  every  other,  and  those 
natural  and  social  relations,  w'hich  are  every  where 
and  by  all  people  recognized,  and  w7hich,  though 
they  may  be  modified  and  regulated  by  municipal 
law,  are  not  founded  upon  it,  such  as  the  relation 
of  parent  and  child,  and  husband  and  wife.  Such 
also  is  the  principal  upon  which  the  general  right 
of  property  is  founded,  being  in  some  form  univer- 
sally recognized  as  a natural  right,  independently  of 
municipal  law. 

This  affords  an  answer  to  the  argument  drawn 
from  the  maxim,  that  the  right  of  personal  property 
follows  the  person,  and  therefore,  where  by  the  law 
of  a place,  a person  there  domiciled  acquires  per- 
sonal property,  by  the  comity  of  nations,  the  same 
must  be  deemed  his  property  eveiy  where.  It  is 
obvious,  that  if  this  were  true,  in  the  extent  in 
which  the  argument  employs  it,  if  slavery  exists 
any  where,  and  if  by  the  laws  of  any  place  a pro- 
perty can  be  acquired  in  slaves,  the  law  of  slavery 
must  extend  to  every  place  where  such  slaves  may 
be  carried.  The  maxim  therefore  and  the  argu- 
ment can  apply  only  to  those  commodities  which 
are  every  where  and  by  all  nations,  treated  and 
deemed  subjects  of  property.  But  it  is  not  speak- 
ing with  strict  accuracy  to  say,  that  a property  can 
be  acquired  in  human  beings,  by  local  laws.  Each 
state  may,  for  its  own  convenience,  declare  that 
slaves  shall  be  deemed  property,  and  that  the  rela- 
tions and  laws  of  personal  chattels  shall  be  deemed 
to  apply  to  them;  as  for  instance,  that  they  may  be 
bought  and  sold,  delivered,  attached,  levied  upon, 
that  trespass  will  lie  for  and  injury  done  to  them, 
or  trover  for  converting  them.  But  it  would  be  a 
perversion  of  terms  to  say,  that  such  local  laws  do 
in  fact  make  them  personal  property  generally; 
they  can  only  determine,  that  the  same  rules  of  law 
shall  apply  to  them  as  are  applicable  to  property, 
and  this  effect  will  follow  only  so  far  as  such  laws 
proprio  vigore  can  operate. 

The  same  doctrine  is  recognized  in  Louisiana. 
In  the  case 'of  Lunsford  vs.  Coquillen,  14  Martin’s 
Rep.  404,  it  is  thus  stated: — The  relation  of  owner 
and  slave  in  the  states  of  this  union,  in  which  it  has 
a legal  existence,  is  a creature  of  the  municipal  law7. 
See  Storey’s  Conflict  of  Laws,  92,  97. 

The  same  principal  is  declared  by  the  court  in 
Kentucky,  in  the  case  of  Rankin  vs.  Lidia,  2 Man- 
hall,  470.  They  say,  slavery  is  sanctioned  by  the 
laws  of  this  state;  but  we  consider  this  as  a right 
existing  by  positive  law  of  a municipal  character, 
without  foundation  in  the  law  of  nature. 

The  conclusion  to  which  we  come  from  this  view 
of  the  law  is  this: 

That  by  the  general  and  now  well  established 
law  of  this  commonwealth,  bond  slavery  cannot  ex- 
ist, because  it  is  contrary  to  natural  right,  and  re- 
pugnant to  numerous  provisions  of  the  constitution 
and  laws,  designed  to  secure  the  liberty  and  per- 
sonal rights  of  all  persons  within  its  limits  and  en- 
titled to  the  protection  of  the  laws. 

That  though  by  the  laws  of  a foreign  state,  mean- 
ing by  “foreign”  in  this  connection,  a state  govern- 
ed by  its  own  laws,  and  between  which  and  our 
own,  there  is  no  dependence  one  upon  the  other, 
but  which  in  this  respect  arc  as  independent  as  fo- 
reign states,  a person  may  acquire  a property  in  a 
slave,  that  such  acquisition,  being  contrary  to  na- 
tural right,  and  effected  by  the  local  law,  is"  depen- 
dent upon  such  local  law  for  its  existence  and  ef- 
ficacy, and  being  contrary  to  the  fundamental  laws 
of  the  state,  such  general  right  of  property  cannot 
be  exercised  or  recognized  here. 

That  as  a general  rule,  all  persons  coming  within 
the  limits  of  a state,  become  subject  to  all"  its  mu- 
nicipal law7?,  civil  and  criminal,  and  entitled  to  the 


privileges,  which  those  law  s confer,  that  this  rule 
applies  as  well  to  blacks  as  whites,  except  the  case 
of  fugitives,  to  be  afterwards  considered,  that  if 
such  persons  have  been  slaves,  they  become  free, 
not  so  much  because  any  alteration  is  made  in  their 
states,  or  condition,  as  because  there  is  no  law, 
which  will  warrant,  but  there  are  laws  if  they 
choose  to  avail  themselves  of  them,  w hich  prohibit 
their  forcible  detention  or  forcible  removal. 

That  the  law  arising  from  the  comity  of  nations 
cannot  apply,  because  if  it  did,  it  would  follow  as  a 
necessary  consequence,  that  all  those  persons  w ho 
by  force  of  local  laws,  and  w7ithin  all  foreign  places 
where  slavery  is  permitted,  have  acquired  slaves  as 
property,  might  bring  their  slaves  here,  and  exercise 
over  them  the  rights  and  power,  which  an  owner  of 
property  might  exercise,  and  for  any  length  of  time, 
short  of  acquiring  a domicile,  that  such  an  applica- 
tion of  the  law  would  be  wholly  repugnant  to  our 
law,  entirely  inconsistent  with  our  policy,  and  our 
fundamental  principles,  and  is  therefore  inadmis- 
sible. 

Whether  if  a slave  voluntarily  brought  here,  and 
with  his  own  consent  returning  with  his  master, 
would  resume  his  condition  as  a slave,  is  a question 
which  was  incidentally  raised  in  the  argument,  but 
is  one  on  which  we  are  not  called  on  to  give  an 
opinion  in  this  case  and  we  give  none.  From  the 
principle  above  stated,  on  which  a slave  brought 
here  becomes  free,  to  w7it,  that  he  becomes  entitled 
to  the  protection  of  our  laws,  and  there  is  no  law  to 
warrant  his  forcible  arrest  and  removal,  it  would 
seem  to  follow  as  a necessary  conclusion,  that  if 
the  slave  waives  the  protection  of  those  laws,  and 
returns  to  the  state  where  he  is  held  as  a slave,  his 
condition  is  not  changed. 

In  the  case  exparte  grace,  2 Haggards,  ad.  R.  94, 
this  question  W’as  fully  considered  by  sir  William 
Scott,  in  the  case  of  a slave  brought  from  the  West 
Indies  to  England,  and  afterwards  voluntarily  re- 
turning to  the  West  Indies;  and  he  held  that  she 
was  reinstated  in  her  condition  of  slavery. 

A different  decision,  I believe  has  been  made  of 
the  question  in  some  of  the  United  States;  but  for 
the  reasons  already  given,  it  is  not  necessary  to 
consider  it  further  here. 

The  question  has  thus  far  been  considered  as  a 
general  one,  and  applicable  to  cases  of  slaves  brought 
from  any  foreign  state  or  country;  and  it  now  be- 
comes necessary  to  consider  how  far  this  result  dif- 
fers, where  the  person  is  claimed  as  a slave  by  a 
citizen  of  another  state  of  this  union,  that  is,  how 
the  question  as  between  citizens  of  different  states, 
is  affected  by  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  and 
law's  of  the  United  States. 

In  article  4,  section  2,  the  constitution  declares  > 
that  no  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  state, 
under  the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall 
in  consequence  of  any  law  or  regulation  therein, 
be  discharged  from  such  service  or  labor,  but  shall 
be  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such 
service  or  labor  may  be  due. 

The  law  of  congress  made  in  pursuance  of  this 
article,  provides,  that  when  any  person  held  to  la- 
bor in  any  of  the  United  States,  &c.  shall  escape 
into  any  other  of  the  said  states  or  territories,  tne 
person  entitled,  &c.  is  empowered  to  arrest  the  fu- 
gitive, and  upon  proof  made  that  the  person  so  seiz- 
ed under  the  law7  of  the  state,  from  which  he  or  she 
fled  owes  service,  &c.  Act  of  Feb.  12,  1792. 

In  regard  to  these  provisions,  the  court  are  of 
opinion,  that  as  by  the  general  law  of  this  common- 
wealth, slavery  cannot  exist,  and  the  rights  and 
powers  of  slave  owners  cannot  be  exercised  therein; 
the  effect  of  this  provision  in  the  constitution  and 
law7s  of  the  United  States,  is  to  limit  and  restrain 
the  operation  of  this  general  rule,  so  far  as  it  is 
done  by  the  plain  reasoning  and  obvious  intent  and 
import  of  the  language  used,  and  no  further.  The 
constitution  and  law  manifestly  refer  to  the  case  of 
a slave  escaping  from  a state  w'here  he  owes  ser- 
vice or  labor,  into  another  state  or  territory.  He  is 
termed  a fugitive  from  labor;  the  proof  to  be  made 
is,  that  he  ow7ed  service  or  labor,  under  the  laws  of 
the  state  or  territory  from  which  he  fed,  and  the  au- 
thority given  is  to  remove  such  fugitive  to  the  state 
from  which  he  fed.  This  language  can,  by  no  rea- 
sonable construction,  be  applied  to  the  case  of  a 
slave  who  has  not  fled  from  the  state,  but  who  has 
been  brought  into  this  state  by  his  master. 

The  same  conclusion  will  result  from  a conside- 
ration of  the  well  known  circumstances  under  which 
this  constitution  was  formed.  Before  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution,  the  states  were,  to  a certain  ex- 
tent, sovereign  and  independent,  and  were  in  a con- 
dition to  settle  the  terms  upon  which  they  would 
form  a more  perfect  union.  It  has  been  contended 
by  some  over-zealous  philanthropists,  that  such  an 
article  in  the  constitution  could  be  of  no  binding 
force  or  validity,  because  it  was  a stipulation  con- 
trary to  natural  right.  But  it  is  difficult  to  perceive 
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the  force  of  this  objection.  It  has  already  been 
shown,  that  slavery  is  not  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
nations.  It  would  then  be  the  proper  subject  of 
treaties  among  sovereign  and  independent  powers. 
Suppose  instead  of  forming  the  present  constitu- 
tion, or  any  other  confederation,  the  several  states 
had  become  in  all  respects  sovereign  and  indepen- 
dent, would  it  not  have  been  competent  for  them  to 
stipulate,  that  fugitive  slaves  should  be  mutually  re- 
stored, and  to  frame  suitable  regulations,  under 
which  such  a stipulation  should  be  carried  into  ef- 
fect? Such  a stipulation  would  be  highly  impor- 
tant and  necessary  to  secure  peace  and  harmony  be- 
tween adjoining  nations,  and  to  prevent  perpetual 
collisions  and  border  wars.  It  would  be  no  en- 
croachment on  the  rights  of  the  fugitive;  for  no 
stranger  has  a just  claim  to  the  protection  of  a fo- 
reign state  against  its  will,  especially  where  a claim 
to  such  protection  would  be  likely  to  involve  the 
state  in  war;  and  each  independent  state  has  a right 
to  determine  by  its  own  laws  and  treaties  who  may 
come  to  reside  or  seek  shelter  within  its  limits. — 
Now  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  partakes 
both  of  the  nature  of  a treaty  and  of  a form  of  go- 
vernment. It  regards  the  states,  to  a certain  ex- 
tent, as  sovereign  and  independent  communities, 
with  full  power  to  make  their  own  laws  and  regu- 
late their  domestic  policy,  and  fixes  the  terms  upon 
which  their  intercourse  with  each  other  shall  be 
conducted.  In  respect  to  foreign  relations,  it  re- 
gards the  people  of  the  states  as  one  community, 
and  constitutes  a form  of  government  for  them.  It 
is  well  known  that  when  this  constitution  was  form- 
ed, some  of  the  states  permitted  slavery  and  the 
slave  trade,  and  considered  them  highly  essential  to 
their  interests,  and  that  some  other  states  have  abo- 
lished slavery  within  their  own  limits,  and  from  the 
principles  deduced  and  policy  avowed  by  them, 
might  be  presumed  to  desire  to  extend  such  aboli- 
tion further.  It  was  therefore  manifestly  the  intent 
and  the  object  of  one  party  to  this  compact  to  en- 
large, extend  and  secure  as  far  as  possible,  the 
rights  and  powers  of  the  owners  of  slaves,  within 
their  own  limits,  as  well  as  in  other  states,  and  of 
the  other  party  to  limit  and  restrain  them.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  clause  in  question  was 
agreed  on  and  introduced  into  the  constitution;  and 
as  it  was  well  considered,  as  it  was  intended  to  se- 
cure future  peace  and  harmony,  and  to  fix  as  pre- 
cisely as  language  could  do  it,  the  limit  to  which 
the  rights  of  one  party  should  be  exercised  within 
the  territory  of  the  other,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that 
they  selected  terms  intended  to  express  their  exact 
and  their  whole  meaning;  and  it  would  be  a depar- 
ture from  the  purpose  and  spirit  of  the  compact  to 
put  an}  other  construction  upon  it  than  that  to  be 
derived  from  the  plain  and  natural  import  of  the 
language  used.  Besides,  this  construction  of  the 
provision  in  the  constitution  gives  to  it  a latitude 
sufficient  to  afford  effectual  security  to  the  owners 
of  slaves.  The  states  have  a plenary  power  to 
make  all  laws  necessary  for  the  regulation  of  slave- 
ry and  the  rights  of  slave  owners,  whilst  the  slaves 
remain  within  their  territorial  limits;  and  it  is  only 
when  they  escape,  without  the  consent  of  their 
owners,  into  other  states,  that  they  require  the  aid 
of  other  states  to  enable  them  to  regain  their  domi- 
nion over  the  fugitives. 

But  this  point  is  supported  by  most  respectable 
and  unexceptionable  authorities. 

In  the  case  of  Butler  vs.  Hofyer,  I Wash.  C.  C. 
Rep.  499,  it  was  held  by  Mr.  Justice  Washington, 
in  terms,  that  the  provision  in  the  constitution  which 
we  are  now  considering,  does  not  extend  to  the  case 
of  a slave  voluntarily  carried  by  his  master  into 
another  state,  and  there  leaving  him  under  the  pro- 
tection of  some  law  declaring  him  free.  In  this 
case  however,  the  master  claimed  to  hold  the  slave 
in  virtue  of  a law  of  Pennsylvania,  which  permitted 
members  of  congress  and  sojourners,  to  retain  their 
domestic  slaves,  and  it  was  held  that  he  did  not 
bring  himself  within  either  branch  of  the  exception, 
because  he  had,  for  two  years  of  the  period,  ceased 
to  be  a member  of  congress,  and  so  lost  the  privi- 
lege; and  by  having  become  a resident  could  not 
claim  as  a sojourner.  The  case  is  an  authority  to 
this  point,  that  the  claimant  of  a slave,  to  avail  him- 
self of  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  and  laws 
of  the  United  States,  must  bring  himself  within 
their  plain  and  obvious  meaning,  and  they  will  not 
be  excluded  by  construction;  and  that  the  clause  in 
the  constitution  is  confined  to  the  case  of  a slave 
escaping  from  one  state  and  fleeing  to  another. 

But  in  a more  recent  case,  the  point  was  decided 
by  the  same  eminent  judge.  Exparte  Simmons,  4 
Wash.  C.  C.  R.  396.  It  was  an  application  for  a 
certificate  under  § 3 of  the  act  of  Feb.  12,  1793. — 
He  held  that  both  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States  apply  only  to  fugitives,  escaping  from 
one  state  and  fleeing  to  another,  and  not  to  the  case 
•of  a slave  voluntarily  brought  by  his  master. 


Another  question  was  made  in  that  case,  whether 
the  slave  was  free  by  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania, 
which  like  our  own  in  effect  liberate  slaves  volun- 
tarily brought  within  the  state,  but  there  is  an  ex- 
ception in  favor  of  members  of  congress,  foreign 
ministers  and  consuls  and  sojourners;  but  this  pro- 
vision is  qualified  as  to  sojourners  and  persons  pass- 
ing through  the  state  in  such  manner  as  to  exclude 
them  from  the  benefit  of  the  exception,  if  the  slave 
was  retained  in  the  state  longer  than  six  months. — 
The  slave  in  that  case  having  been  detained  in  the 
state  more  than  six  months,  was  therefore  held  free. 

This  case  is  an  authority  to  this  point;  the  gene- 
ral rule  being,  that  if  a slave  is  brought  into  a state 
where  the  laws  do  not  admit  slavery,  he  will  be 
held  free,  the  person  who  claims  him  as  a slave,  un- 
der any  exception  or  limitation  of  the  general  rule, 
must  show  clearly  that  the  case  is  within  such  ex- 
ception. 

The  same  principle  was  substantially  decided  by 
the  state  court  of  the  same  state  in  the  case  of  Com- 
monwealth vs.  Holloway,  2 Serg.  & Rawle,  305.  It 
was  the  case  of  a child  of  a fugitive  slave,  born  in 
Pennsylvania.  It  was  held  that  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States  was  not  inconsistent  with  the  law 
of  Pennsylvania;  that  as  the  law  and  constitution  of 
the  United  States  did  not  include  the  issue  of  fugi- 
tive slaves  in  terms,  it  did  not  embrace  them  by 
construction  or  implication.  The  court  considers 
the  law  as  applying  only  to  those  who  escape.  Yet 
by  the  operation  of  the  maxim  which  obtains  in  all 
the  states  wherein  slavery  is  permitted  by  law, 
partus  sequitur  vcntrem,  the  offspring  would  follow 
the  condition  of  the  mother,  if  either  the  rule  of 
comity  contended  for  applied,  or  if  the  law  of  the 
United  States  would  be  extended  by  construction. 

The  same  decision  has  been  made  in  Indiana,  3 
American  Jurist,  404. 

In  Louisiana,  it  has  been  held,  that  if  a person 
with  a slave,  goes  into  a state  to  reside  where  it  is 
declared  that  slavery  shall  not  exist,  for  ever  so  short 
a time,  the  slave  ipso  facto  becomes  free,  and  will 
be  so  adjudged  and  considered  afterwards  in  all 
other  states;  and  a person  moving  from  Kentucky 
to  Ohio,  to  reside,  his  slaves  thereby  become  free, 
and  were  so  held  in  Louisiana.  This  case  also  fully 
recognizes  the  authority  of  states  to  make  laws  dis- 
solving the  relation  of  master  and  slave;  and  con- 
siders the  special  limitation  of  the  general  power, 
by  the  federal  constitution,  as  a forcible  implication 
in  proof  of  the  existence  of  such  general  power. 
Lunsford  vs.  Coquillen,  14  Martin’s  Rep.  465. 

And  in  the  above  cited  case  from  Louisiana,  it  is 
very  significantly  remarked,  that  such  a construc- 
tion of  the  constitution  and  law  of  the  United  States 
can  work  injury  to  no  one,  for  the  principle  acts 
only  on  the  willing  and  volenti  non  fit  injuria. 

The  same  rule  of  construction  is  adopted  in  ana- 
logous cases  in  other  countries,  that  is,  where  an 
institution  is  forbidden,  but  where  for  special  rea- 
sons and  to  a limited  extent  such  prohibition  is  re- 
laxed, the  exemption  is  to  be  construed  strictly,  and 
whoever  claims  the  exemption,  must  show  himself 
clearly  within  it,  and  where  the  facts  do  not  bring 
the  case  within  the  exemption,  the  general  rule. has 
its  effect. 

By  a general  law  of  France,  all  persons,  inhabit- 
ing or  being  within  the  territorial  limits  of  France 
are  free.  An  edict  was  passed  by  Louis  XIV,  call- 
ed “Le  Code  Noir,”  respecting  slavery  in  the  colo- 
nies. In  1716,  an  edict  was  published  by  Louis 
XV,  concerning  slavery  in  the  colonies,  and  recit- 
ing among  other  things,  that  many  of  the  colonists 
were  desirous  of  bringing  their  slaves  into  France, 
to  have  them  confirmed  in  the  principles  of  religion, 
and  to  be  instructed  in  various  arts  and  handcrafts, 
from  which  the  colonists  would  derive  much  benefit, 
on  the  return  of  the  slaves,  but  that  many  of  the  co- 
lonists feared  that  their  slaves  would  pretend  to  be 
free  on  their  arrival  in  France,  from  which  their 
owners  would  sustain  considerable  loss,  and  be  de- 
terred from  pursuing  an  object  at  once  so  pious  and 
so  useful.  The  edict  then  provides  a series  of  mi- 
nute regulations  to  be  observed  both  before  their 
departure  from  the  West  Indies,  and  on  their  arri- 
val in  France,  and  if  all  these  regulations  are  strict- 
ly complied  w'ith,  the  negroes  so  brought  over  to 
France  shall  not  thereby  acquire  any  right  to  their 
freedom,  but  shall  be  compellable  to  return;  but  if 
the  owners  shall  neglect  to  comply  with  the  pre- 
scribed regulations,  the  negroes  shall  become  free, 
and  the  owners  shall  lose  all  property  in  them. — 
20  Howell’s  State  Trials,  15,  note. 

The  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States 
then  are  confined  to  cases  of  slaves  escaping  from 
other  states,  and  coming  within  the  limits  of  this 
state  without  the  consent  and  against  the  will  of 
their  masters,  and  cannot  by  any  sound  construc- 
tion extend  to  a case  where  the  slave  does  not 
escape  and  does  not  come  within  the  limits  of  this , 


state  against  the  will  of  the  master,  but  by  liis  ow.i 
act  and  permission.  This  provision  is  to  be  cot- 
strued  according  to  its  plain  terms  and  import,  and 
cannot  be  extended  beyond  this,  and  where  the  case 
is  but  that  of  an  escape,  the  general  rule  shall  hive 
its  effect.  It  is  upon  these  grounds,  we  are  of  opi- 
nion, that  an  owner  of  a slave  in  another  state 
where  slavery  is  warranted  by  law,  voluntarily 
bringing  such  slave  into  this  state,  has  no  authori- 
ty to  detain  him  against  his  will,  or  to  carry  him 
out  of  the  state  against  his  consent,  for  the  purpose 
of  being  held  in  slavery. 

This  opinion  is  not  to  be  considered  as  extending 
to  a case,  where  the  owner  of  a fugitive  slave  hav- 
ing produced  a certificate  according  to  the  law  of 
the  United  States,  is  bona  fide  removing  such  slave 
to  his  own  domicil,  and  in  so  doing  passes  through 
a free  state,  where  the  law  confers  a right  or  favor, 
by  necessary  implication  it  gives  the  means  of  exe- 
cuting it.  Nor  do  we  give  any  opinion  upon  the 
case,  where  an  owner  of  a slave  in  one  state,  is 
bona  fide  removing  to  another  state  where  slavery 
is  allowed,  and  in  so  doing  necessarily  passes 
through  a free  state,  or  arrives  by  accident  or  ne- 
cessity he  is  compelled  to  touch  or  land  therein, 
remaining  no  longer  than  necessary.  Our  geogra- 
phical position  exempts  us  from  the  probable  ne- 
cessity of  considering  such  a case,  and  we  give  no 
opinion  respecting  it. 

The  child  who  is  the  subject  of  this  habeas  cor- 
pus, being  of  too  tender  years  to  have  any  will  or 
give  any  consent  to  be  removed,  and  her  mother, 
being  a slave  and  having  no  will  of  her  own  and  no 
power  to  act  for  her  child,  she  is  necessarily  left  in 
the  custody  of  the  law.  The  respondent  having 
claimed  the  custody  of  the  child,  in  behalf  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Slater,  who  claim  the  right  to  carry  her 
back  to  Louisiana,  to  be  held  in  a state  of  slavery, 
we  are  of  opinion  that  his  custody  is  not  to  be 
deemed  by  the  court  a proper  and  lawful  custody. 

Under  a suggestion  made  in  the  outset  of  this  in- 
quiry, that  a probate  guardian  would  probably  be 
appointed,  we  shall  for  the  present  order  the  child 
into  a temporary  custody,  to  give  time  for  an  appli- 
cation to  be  made  to  the  judge  of  probate. 

VOLUNTEERS  FOR  TEXAS. 

The  Lexington  (Ivy.)  Intelligencer  of  the  13th 
inst.  contains  the  following  address 

TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

The  undersigned  deem  it  an  act  of  justice,  not 
to  themselves  alone,  but  to  the  community.'  of  which 
they  are  members;  more  especially  to  those  whose 
generous  sympaties  were  so  deeply  enlisted  in  the 
cause  of  Texas,  to  make  known  the  causes  which 
have  induced  them  to  abandon  an  enterprise  in 
which  they  embarked  with  so  many  fond  and  flat- 
tering hopes.  They  would  have  been  glad  to  have 
been  spared  this  painful  task— they  take  no  plea- 
sure in  the  performance  of  an  act,  which  may  tend 
to  check  the  universal  current  of  kindness  and  sym- 
pathy which  has  been  manifested  by  the  people  of 
Kentucky  towards  the  people  of  Texas,  from  the 
beginning  of  their  revolution  down  to  the  present 
time.  They  have  too  distinct  a recollection  of  their 
ow  n feelings  when  they  quit  their  homes,  to  aid  the 
cause,  as  they  then  thought,  of  civil  and  religious 
freedom,  not  to  know  that  their  return,  and  this 
brief  expose  of  the  motives  which  induced  it,  will 
cause  a pang  of  mortification  in  many  bosoms  which 
now  throb  with  exultation  in  the  hope  of  Texian 
freedom.  Nothing  but  a sense  of  duty — of  tire  ob- 
ligation which  rests  upon  them  to  justify  themselves 
to  the  world,  would  now  impel  them  to  expose  the 
unhappy  civil  and  political  condition  of  Texas,  or 
to  declare,  as  they  now  do,  their  solemn  convictions 
of  her  total  unworthiness  of  aid  or  sympathy.  We 
might  perhaps  be  content  with  this  declaration  of 
our  opinions,  but  we  will  proceed  briefly  to  fortify 
those  opinions  by  a detail  of  facts. 

We  will  not  dwell  upon  the  false  assurances  made 
to  us  by  men  professing  to  be  the  accredited  agents 
of  Texas  in  this  country.  At  a 'time  when  the 
cause  of  Texas  was  dark  and  gloomy;  when  Santa 
Ana  seemed  destined  to  carry  desolation  over  the 
whole  country,  those  men  were  prodigal  of  promi- 
ses, and  professing  to  be  authorised  to  speak  in  the 
name  of  the  Texian  government,  made  assurances 
of  ultimate  remuneration  which  they  knew  at  the 
lime  were  false,  and  which  time  proved  to  be  so. 
But  of  this  hereafter. 

The  public  were  informed  at  the  time,  of  our  ex- 
traordinary delay  at  New  Orleans.  It  was  general- 
ly attributed  to  the  neglect  of  the  Texian  agent  at 
that  place.  There  was  a deeper  cause.  The  battle 
of  San  Jacinto  had  been  fought,  and  the  president 
and  cabinet  believing  that  the  war  was  at  an  end, 
thought  there  would  he  no  use  for  more  volunteers, 
and  if  we  could  be  delayed  beyond  the  1st  of  July, 
we  should  lose  the  benefit  of  the  provisions  of  the 
decree  in  council,  that  being  the  time  for  the  ope- 
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ration  of  the  act  to  expire.  The  president  and 
council  actually  issued  a proclamation  prohibiting 
the  coming  in  of  additional  volunteers.  In  the 
mean  time,  however,  a rumor  was  circulated  that 
the  Mexicans  were  about  to  make  another  effort  to 
regain  the  country,  and  were  coming  into  Texas 
with  15,000  men,  and  we  were  then  permitted  to 
embark:  captain  Postlethwaite  proceeding  in  ad- 
vance with  about  one  hundred  troops  on  the  second 
day  of  July;  colonel  Wilson  remaining  with  the  re- 
sidue, expecting  to  follow  in  a few  days,  but  was 
in  the  manner  before  related  detained  ten  days. 
Col.  W got  off  on  the  12th  of  July,  and  arrived  at 
Galveston  after  a passage  of  seven  days.  Captain 
P.  had  made  his  passage  in  four  days.  Captain  P. 
being  thus  several  days  in  advance  of  col.  W.  and 
having  nothing  to  occupy  him,  concluded  to  visit 
Velasco,  the  seat  of  government,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a personal  examination  of  the  country,  and 
to  ascertain  if  possible  its  civil  condition.  On  his 
arrival  at  Velasco,  he  was  introduced  to  president 
Burnet  by  a friend,  and  presented  a letter  of  intro- 
duction— which  was  opened,  glanced  at  and  thrown 
by  without  comment;  captain  P.  not  being  asked  to 
sit,  or  treated  with  common  civility.  Captain  P. 
left  president  Burnet  and  returned  to  his  hotel, 
where  he  had  several  distinct  propositions  made  to 
him  by  officers  in  the  Texian  service,  to  join  them 
with  the  men  under  his  command,  avowing  their 
object  to  scour  the  country  and  take  every  thing 
valuable  which  they  could  find,  until  they  had  paid 
themselves;  and  then  to  return  to  the  United  States, 
as  they  said  they  did  not  expect  the  Texian  govern- 
ment to  pay  them  a cent  for  the  services  they  had 
rendered,  or  the  expenses  they  had  incurred!  Cap- 
tain P.  was  then  informed  that  the  representations 
made  by  the  Texian  agents  in  Kentucky  of  the 
right  of  volunteers  to  lands  were  false — that  all 
right  to  head  right  claims  expired  with  the  declara- 
tion of  independence,  and  that  no  bounty  lands 
would  be  given  to  any  volunteers  who  arrived  after 
the  1st  day  of  July.  Captain  P.  then  returned  to 
Galveston,  at  which  place  col.  W.  had  arrived  in  his 
absence,  and  communicated  to  him  all  the  material 
facts  which  he  had  become  possessed  of  at  Velasco. 
Captain  P.  at  that  time  announced  his  resolution  to 
return  home — informing  the  colonel  that  he  had  be- 
come sufficiently  disgusted  with  the  state  of  things 
at  the  seat  of  government.  Col.  W.  prevailed  upon 
captain  P.  to  remain  at  Galveston  until  he  could 
himself  make  a trip  to  Velasco  and  see  if  something 
might  not  have  occurred  to  chang  the  aspect  of 
affairs.  The  colonel  proceeded  to  Velasco,  pre- 
sented his  letter  of  introduction  to  the  president, 
and  was  treated,  if  possible,  with  still  more  incivi- 
lity than  captain  P.  had  been.  Col.  W.  returned 
to  Galveston  and  announced  all  the  facts  to  his  men 
—and  told  them  that  he  was  willing  to  abide  by  their 
decision;  to  wit:  either  to  join  the  main  army,  or 
return  with  them  to  the  United  States. 

This  was  the  reception  we  met  with.  Those 
who  recollected  the  difficulties  we  encountered  in 
raising  the  corps,  the  high  hopes  with  which  we 
were  inspired  by  the  plausible  and  pathetic  appeals 
made  to  us  by  Texian  agents  in  this  country;  the 
deep  enthusiasm  which  was  evinced  by  the  whole 
community  when  we  bade  adieu  to  our  native  coun- 
try and  homes  may  form  some  adequate  conception 
of  our  personal  chagrin  and  mortification,  when  we 
plainly  discovered  that  our  presence  was  regarded 
by  the  authorities  of  the  country  as  an  intrusion; 
when  we  seemed  to  be  looked  upon  as  men  who 
had  come  to  claim  that  which  had  been  won  by  the 
valor  of  others.  Let  any  honorable  man  put  the 
question  to  himself,  and  say  what  would  have  been 
his  feelings,  and  what  course  of  conduct  his  own 
sense  of  propriety  would  have  dictated?  This  how- 
ever was  personal  to  ourselves.  We  have  said  that 
Texas  was  unworthy  of  public  aid  or  sympathy? 

We  now  state  what  our  personal  observation  and 
undoubted  information  enabled  us  fully  to  peceive. 

1st.  That  the  present  population  of  Texas  seem- 
ed wholly  incapable  of  a just  idea  of  civil  and  poli- 
tical liberty,  and  that  so  far  as  the  extension  of  li- 
beral principles  is  concerned,  it  is  of  little  moment 
whether  Mexico  or  Texas  succeeds  in  the  struggle. 

2d.  That  the  mass  of  the  people,  from  the  high- 
est functionary  of  their  pretended  government,  to 
the  humblest  citizen  (with  but  few  exceptions)  are 
animated  alone  by  a desire  of  plunder , and  appear 
totally  indifferent  whom  they  plunder,  friends  or 
foes. 

3d.  That  even  now,  there  is  really  no  organized 
government  in  the  country;  no  laws  administered; 
no  judiciary;  a perpetual  struggle  going  on  between 
the  civil  and  military  departments;  and  neither  hav- 
ing the  confidence  of  the  people  or  being  worthy  of 
it.  We  will  here  state  one  or  two  facts  which 
may  tend  to  show  the  estimation  in  which  they  are 
respectively  held  bv  each  other,  and  their  capacity 
to  enforce  their  orders.  The  secretary  of  war 


came  down  with  a quartermaster  and  steamboat  to 
carry  his  loading,  consisting  of  provisions,  clothing, 
he.  to  the  main  army.  Captain  Switzer,  volunteer 
emigrant  from  Ohio  (who  had  lately  arrived)  want- 
ed some  clothing  for  his  men,  and  determined  that 
unless  he  was  first  supplied  with  such  articles  as  he 
desired  the  expedition  should  not  proceed.  He  took 
possession  of  the  fort  under  the  command  of  colo- 
nel Morgan,  loaded  the  cannon  and  prepared  to  fire 
on  them  if  they  attempted  to  move  without  his  per- 
mission. He  then  sent  a file  of  men  on  board  and 
took  the  vessels  into  his  own  possession,  and  sent 
the  honorable  secretary  with  his  quartermaster  and 
steamboat  back  to  Velasco!  Again  the  president 
and  cabinet  appointed  general  Lamar  to  the  chief 
command  of  tne  army;  the  army  promptly  refused 
to  receive  him,  and  the  power  and  authority  of  the 
cabinet  were  contemptuously  disregarded!  The 
army  then,  doubtlessly  after  due  deliberation,  re- 
solved that  the  cabinet  was  either  corrupt  or  imbe- 
cile, (probably  both)  and  it  being  necessary  in  their 
opinion  to  get  rid  of  them,  determined  to  do  so  by 
a summary  process.  They  therefore  sent  an  offi- 
cer with  instructions  forthwith  to  arrest  them  and 
bring  them  on  to  head  quarters  to  be  tried  according 
to  military  usage.  This  order  however,  was  not 
executed,  simply  because  the  officer  charged  with 
its  execution  had  not  the  physical  force  requisite. 

These  facts  and  others  sufficiently  demonstrate 
to  us,  that  the  cabinet  was  deficient  in  all  the  re- 
quisites as  a good  government,  and  that  no  one  in 
his  senses,  would  trust  himself,  his  reputation  or 
his  fortunes  to  their  charge  or  control.  Charged 
with  treason,  bribery  and  usurpation,  weak  in  their 
councils,  and  still  weaker  in  power  to  enforce  their 
orders;  we  perceived  at  once  that  we  must  look  for 
safety  and  proper  inducements  elsewhere.  We 
then  turned  our  eyes  to  the  army,  and  a scene  still 
more  disheartening  presented  itself;  undisciplined, 
and  without  an  effort  to  become  so;  not  a roll  call- 
ed nor  a drill;  no  regular  encampment;  no  authori- 
ty nor  obedience;  with  plundering  parties  for  self- 
emolument, robbing  private  individuals  of  their 
property.  We  could  see  nothing  to  induce  us  to 
embark  our  fortunes  and  destinies  with  them. 
With  these  views  and  facts,  we  could  but  sicken 
and  wonder  at  the  vile  deceptions  which  had  been 
practised  upon  us;  yet  we  were  told  that  this  peo- 
ple had  risen  up  in  their  might,  to  vindicate  the 
cause  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  It  is  a mock- 
ery of  the  very  name  of  liberty.  They  are  stimu- 
lated by  that  motive,  which  such  men  can  only  ap- 
preciate, the  hope  of  plunder.  They  are  careless  of 
the  form  of  government  under  which  they  live,  if 
that  government  will  tolerate  licentiousness  and 
disorder.  Such  is  a brief,  but  we  sincerely  believe 
a faithful  picture  of  a country  to  which  we  were 
invited  with  so  much  assiduity,  and  such  the  man- 
ner in  which  we  were  received  and  treated. 

W e might  multiply  facts,  in  support  of  each  pro- 
position here  laid  down,  to  show  the  miserable  con- 
dition of  things  in  Texas,  and  the  utter  impossibi- 
lity that  a man  of  honor  could  embark  in  such  a 
cause  with  such  men.  Should  it  be  rendered  ne- 
cessary, we  may  yet  do  so;  but  for  the  present  we 
will  pause  with  this  remark,  that  if  there  be  any, 
in  Kentucky,  whose  hearts  are  animated  with  the  de- 
sire of  an  honorable  fame,  or  to  secure  a competent 
settlement  for  themselves  or  families,  they  must  look 
to  some  other  theatre  than  the  plains  of  Texas.  We 
would  say  to  them,  listen  not  to  the  deceitful  and 
hypocritical  allurements  of  land  speculators, 
who  wish  you  to  fight  for  their  benefit  and  who  arc 
as  liberal  of  their  promises  as  they  are  faithless  in 
performance.  We  are  aware  of  the  responsibility 
which  we  incur  by  this  course.  We  are  aware  that 
we  subject  ourselves  to  the  misrepresentations  of 
hired  agents  and  unprincipled  land  mongers.  But 
we  are  willing  to  meet  it  all,  relying  upon  the  in- 
tegrity of  our  motives  and  the  correctness  of  our 
course.  We  left  our  native  land,  our  peaceful  fire- 
sides, with  a solemn  resolution  to  devote  our  undi- 
vided energies  to  stop  the  course  of  Mexican  deso- 
lation, and  build  up  a free  and  flourishing  common- 
wealth. The  very  fact  of  our  going,  sufficiently 
indicates  the  depth  and  sincerity  of  our  devotion  to 
the  cause.  Our  return,  and  the  circumstances 
which  caused  it,  equally  proclaim  our  infatuation. 
That  others  may  not  be  alike  deluded,  is  an  addi- 
tional motive  with  us  to  make  this  publication. 

EDWARD  J.  WILSON, 

G.  L.  POSTLETHWAITE. 

P.  S.  It  may  be  here  proper  to  state,  the  com- 
mission of  general  Chambers  is  not  recognized  in 
Texas.  He  derives  his  commission  from  the  for- 
mer governor,  (Smith),  whose  acts  have  been  offi- 
cially declared  null  and  void. 

Lexington,  Sept.  10,  1836. 

We,  the  undersigned,  volunteers  in  the  cause  of 
Texas,  entertaining  the  highest  sense  <jf  the  con- 


duct of  col.  Wilson,  both  as  an  officer  and  a gentle- 
man whilst  under  his  command;  and  entirely  ap- 
proving of  the  reasons  which  have  induced  him,  reluc- 
tantly, to  return  home — are  unwilling  to  take  leave 
of  him  without  this  public  expression  of  the  regret 
that  event  occasions  us — the  sincere  respect  and  es- 
teem in  which  we  hold  him,  and  of  the  kind  and 
friendly  feelings  on  our  part,  which  will  always  ac- 
company him,  however  different  may  be  the  lots 
which  fortune  shall  assign  us. 

[Here  follow  the  signatures  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-four  volunteers.] 


DINNER  TO  JUDGE  WHITE. 

From  the  Knoxville  Register. 

According  to  previous  arrangements,  on  Wed- 
nesday the  31st  ultimo,  a portion  of  the  citizens  of 
Knox  county,  together  with  a number  of  invited 
guests,  composing  by  far  the  largest  assemblage 
we  have  ever  witnessed  here  upon  any  similar  oc- 
casion, sat  down  to  a sumptuous  table,  spread  un- 
der a shed  erected  in  the  grove  near  the  old  Me- 
thodist church.  General  Solomon  D.  Jacobs  of- 
ficiated as  president,  and  colonel  G.  W.  Church- 
well  and  major  Frederic  S.  Heiskell,  as  vice 
presidents.  The  cloth  being  removed,  the  follow- 
ing toasts  were  offered: 

1st.  Our  country — In  these  times  of  corruption 
arid  danger  she  demands  from  her  sons  united  and 
independent  action. 

2d.  Washington,  Jefferson  and  Madison — Time 
cannot  touch  the  perfection  of  their  excellencies  or 
the  immortality  of  their  names.  Posterity  will 
never  cease  to  revere  their  memory  and  their  vir- 
tues. 

3d.  Tennessee — Her  political  creed  has  not  chang- 
ed; it  is  the  same  in  ’36  that  it  was  in  ’24;  too  in- 
telligent to  be  tricked;  too  independent  to  be  lead; 
she  is  deceived  by  no  artificer;  submits  to  no  dic- 
tation. 

4th.  The  elective  franchise — It  must  and  shall  be 
as  free  as  the  air  we  breathe.  Hands  off;  we  spurn 
all  direction  and  dictation,  come  from  whom  it 
may. 

•5th.  The  president  of  the  United  Stales — His  me- 
mory is  treacherous;  he  has  forgotten  his  early 
friends  and  supporters,  and  listens  only  to  the 
voice  of  flattery  and  the  siren  song  of  sycophancy. 
He  misdirects  his  influence  when  fie  stoops  to  can- 
vass for  his  successor. 

6th.  Our  distinguished  guest  and  neighbor,  the  hon. 
Hugh  Lawson  White — His  public  career  has  been 
no  less  conspicuous  for  its  consistency,  indepen- 
dence and  usefulness  than  his  private  life  for  its 
propriety,  purity  and  uprightness.  Malevolence 
and  persecution  cannot  prostrate  him.  Tennessee 
will  sustain  him  firmly  and  fearlessly  against  the 
slanders  of  malice  and  the  magic  of  the  most  influ- 
ential name. 

After  the  loud  and  reiterated  bursts  of  applause 
with  which  this  sentiment  was  received  had  sub- 
sided, judge  AVhite  rose  and  said: 

Gentlemen:  The  sentiment  just  given,  and  the 
feelings  with  which  it  has  been  received,  encour- 
age me  to  do  something  more  than  make  my  ac- 
knowledgments for  your  undeviating  support  and 
continued  confidence. 

After  an  absence  of  almost  nine  months,  seven 
of  which  were  devoted  to  my  duties  in  congress, 
upon  my  return  home,  to  find  my  neighbors,  the 
people  of  my  own  county,  ready  to  greet  me  as  a 
friend,  and  to  declare,  in  the  face  of  the  world,  that 
my  character  as  a private  citizen  does  not  deserve 
reproach,  and  that  my  conduct  as  a public  man 
meets  their  approbation,  is  a source  of  the  highest 
gratification.  More  especially  when  I reflect  how 
incessantly  I have  been  assailed,  and  with  how 
much  industry  the  vilest  slanders  have  been  circu- 
lated, under  the  sanction  of  names,  some  of  which 
I know  are,  and  long  have  been,  very  dear  to  you, 
as  well  as  to  the  great  majority  of  my  fellow  citi- 
zens. 

For  eleven  years  I have,  in  part,  represented 
Tennessee  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States. 
Until  the  two  last,  my  services,  humble  as  thev 
were,  appeared  to  be  acceptable  to  the  great  body 
of  the  people.  Any  complaints  against  me  were 
made  comparatively  by  a few,  and  they  were,  of 
those,  decidedly  opposed  to  the  present  chief  ma- 
gistrate and  his  administration. 

Now  the  matter  has  changed,  and  I have  been 
violently  assailed  by  some  of  "those  with  whom  I 
have  formerly  acted,  and  several  of  those  who  were 
my  bitter  opponents  on  account  of  my  attachment 
to  the  chief  magistrate  have  become  his  zealous 
friends,  while  they  still  continue  their  hostility  to 
me.  Having  resided  in  the  state  from  my  boyhood, 
and  having,  from  the  time  I attained  the  years  of 
discretion,  been  busy  among  the  people  in  some 
capacity  or  other,  I believed  a large  and  over- 
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whelming  majority  of  our  fellow  citizens  were  de- 
cidedly Jeffersonian  republicans;  and  belonging  to 
that  school  of  politicians  myself,  when  honored 
with  a seat  in  the  senate,  I flattered  myself  that  on 
all  important  questions,  when  I honestly  carried 
out,  in  practice,  my  own  political  opinions,  I would 
also  faithfully  represent  the  opinions  of  my  consti- 
tuents. I have  neither  solicited  nor  desired  the 
birth,  and  could  not  have  been  induced  to  accept 
it,  if  a sacrifice  of  any  of  my  principles  had  been 
required.  At  one  period,  domestic  afflictions  vi- 
sited me  in  such  rapid  succession,  and  with  such 
weight,  that  I had  made  up  my  mind  to  withdraw, 
and  let  my  place  be  supplied  by  some  one  whose 
mind  would  not  be  doomed  to  brood  so  much  over 
his  own  misfortunes;  but  abandoned  the  idea  at  the 
earnest  solicitation  of  some,  whom  I,  childishly, 
then  thought  my  friends,  and  who  are  now,  under 
the  hypocritical  pretence  of  continued  friendship,  my 
most  deadly  enemies. 

In  the  great  struggle  to  bring  the  present  chief 
magistrate  into  office,  it  became  necessary  that  his 
friends  should  proclaim  and  enforce,  by  all  the  ar- 
guments they  could  advance,  their  political  princi- 
ples; and  what  were  they? 

1st.  All  useless  expenditures  of  the  public  mo- 
neys should  be  discontinued. 

'2d.  All  offices  should  be  filled  by  men  who  were 
honest,  capable,  faithful  to  the  constitution,  and  of 
business  habits. 

3d.  That  neither  congress,  nor  any  department 
of  the  federal  government,  had  any  power,  except 
that  which  was  expressly  granted  by  the  constitu- 
tion, or  was  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect some  power  which  was  expressly  granted. 

4th.  That  the  executive  power  should  be  so  li- 
mited and  regulated  by  law,  that  neither  the  presi- 
dent nor  any  officer  appointed  by,  or  dependent 
upon  him,  could  use  his  influence  or  power  to  control 
or  guide  public  opinion  in  elections. 

5th.  That  the  constitution  should  be  so  amended 
as  to  secure  to  the  people  the  right  of  choosing  the 
chief  magistrate  themselves;  that  the  same  person 
should  not  be  elected  for  a second  term,  and  that 
offices  should  not  be  filled  with  members  of  con- 
gress. 

6th.  That  all  surplus  moneys  which  might  accu- 
mulate in  the  treasury  beyond  the  reasonable  wants 
of  the  federal  government,  should  be  divided  among 
the  states  by  some  fair  ratio,  to  the  end  that  the 
people,  to  whom  it  rightfully  belonged,  might  have 
the  benefit  of  it  for  internal  improvements,  educa- 
tion, See. 

7th.  That  all  caucuses  or  combinations  of  men, 
whose  object  it  was  to  create  or  control  public  Opi- 
nion in  the  election  of  president  and  vice  president, 
should  be  discountenanced  and  put  down. 

These  were  the  great  and  leading  principles  for 
which  we,  in  common  with  others,  contended.  The 
public  voice  sanctioned  them  by  the  election  of  the 
chief  magistrate  in  1828.  In  his  inaugural  address 
in  1829,  and  in  his  subsequent  addresses,  he  has 
avowed  and  proclaimed  several  of  them. 

They  are  the  very  doctrines  on  which  I have  prac- 
tised from  that  day  to  this,  so  far  as  my  humble  ca- 
pacity enabled  me;  and  I now  challenge  my  perse- 
cutors to  put  their  fingers  on  the  cases  in  which  I 
have  departed  from  them. 

How  then  has  it  happened,  that,  for  the  last  eigh- 
teen months  or  two  years,  my  humble  name  has,  in 
a certain  set  of  newspapers,  and  among  a certain 
clan  of  politicians,  been  constantly  coupled  with 
some  degrading  charge? 

Upon  this  subject,  ! can  perhaps  give  you  some 
facts,  not  heretofore  generally  known,  and  this  I 
shall  do,  not  for  the  purpose  of  injuring  any  one, 
but  for  the  sake  of  making  a just  defence  of  my- 
self. 

The  general  assembly  of  this  state  sat  in  Nash- 
ville in  the  fall  of  1S33.  At  the  commencement  of 
its  session,  as  is  my  habit,  I was  there.  While 
there,  the  news  reached  us  that  the  deposites  of  the 
public  moneys  had  been  removed  by  the  order  of 
the  president  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 
I immediatelv  foresaw  that  this  would  produce  a 
violent  effort  in  congress  to  put  down  the  adminis- 
tration. I ascertained  that  there  was  a wish  among 
the  members,  before  the  session  closed,  to  present 
my  humble  name  to  the  people  of  the  United  States 
as  a suitable  person  to  succeed  the  present  chief 
magistrate.  To  every  member  with  whom  I con- 
versed, and  to  every  other  person  who  addressed 
me  on  the  subject,  I used  all  the  arguments  in  my 
power  to  prevent  them  from  doing  so;  and  with 
some  that  I could  take  most  liberty  with,  when 
coming  away,  left  it  in  charge,  should  a nomina- 
tion be  attempted  in  my  absence,  to  have  it  pre- 
vented. 

At  the  close  of  the  session,  one  of  those  gen- 
tlemen wrote  me  that  he  was  censured  as  un- 
friendly for  not  concurring  in  the  plan  of  a nomi- 


nation. I immediately  answered  his  letter,  assuring 
him  he  had  not  only  acted  in  conformity  to  my 
wishes,  but  in  accordance  with  my  request;  and  so 
sure  was  I that  such  a nomination  would  have 
weakened  the  president  in  congress,  that  if  -it  had 
been  made,  I would  have  held  myself  bound  to 
withhold  my  assent. 

In  the  spring  of  1834  I received  communications 
from  different  quarters  upon  the  same  subject,  pro- 
posing, if  it  mtet  my  approbation,  there  would  be 
meetings  of  the  people  to  nominate  me.  To  this 
course  I gave  no  encouragement.  During  that  year 
the  president  visited  Tennessee,  our  convention 
was  in  session;  and  after  their  rise,  I was  informed 
some  of  the  members  had  wished  to  nominate  me, 
but  had  abandoned  the  attempt  after  they  ascer- 
tained it  would  incur  his  displeasure.  On  his  jour- 
ney to  Washington  he  conversed  freely  with  some 
of  my  friends,  and  remonstrated  against  any  attempt 
to  nominate  me  as  president — said  that  there  must 
be  a national  convention,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  ought 
to  be  nominated  as  president,  I as  vice  president, 
and  when  his  eight  years  were  expired,  I was  young 
enough  then  to  be  taken  up  as  president.  All  this 
was  communicated  to  me,  and  the  only  answer  I 
could  make  was,  that  either  office  was  beyond  my 
merits,  but  that  I could  not  enter  into  any  arrange- 
jment  which  would  operate  as  a lure  to  induce  any 
person  to  vote  for  myself,  or  for  any  other  person, 
contrary  to  his  judgment.  Thus  the  matter  stood 
when  the  session  of  congress  commenced  in  De- 
cember, 1834.  During  that  winter  many  county 
meetings  were  held,  at  which  my  name  was  brought 
before  the  public,  as  well  as  by  the  legislature  of 
Alabama. 

Under  a full  belief  that  a system  was  about  being 
put  in  operation  which  would  destroy  the  freedom  of 
election,  which  was  intended  to  transfer  all  federal 
power  into  certain  hands,  who  by  like  process  would 
transfer  it  into  the  hands  of  others  at  their  pleasure, 
and  that  the  effect  of  this  would  be  to  give  the  ope- 
rations of  the  government  such  a direction  as  would 
favor  the  interests  of  one  class  of  citizens  at  an  en- 
tire sacrifice  of  the  interests  of  all  others,  I consent- 
ed that  my  political  friends  might  use  my  name,  or 
not,  as  they  believed  would  most  promote  the  pub- 
lic interest. 

In  this  I may  have  erred;  but  if  I did,  it  was  an 
honest  error. 

After  giving  this  consent,  and  before  the  Balti- 
more convention,  I was  repeatedly  forewarned  what 
I might  expect  if  my  name  was  not  withdrawn. 
These  threats  carried  no  terrors  to  me.  Whatever 
of  character  I have  was  given  to  me  by  my  coun- 
try; and  whenever  it  becomes  necessary  to  risk  the 
whole  of  it  in  defence  of  those  principles  which  I 
think  essential  to  the  preservation  of  liberty,  I wil- 
lingly stake  it  all.  I feel  that  I was  not  intended 
to  be  the  slave  of  any  man  or  set  of  men — that  I 
have  some  mind,  and  that  the  author  of  my  exis- 
tence intended  that  I should  exercise  it — that  I 
should  form  opinions  as  to  politics  and  religion,  and 
freely  and  fearlessly  act  upon  them,  without  being 
intimidated  by  what  either  men  or  devils  can  do. 
Could  I have  hesitated  for  one  moment  in  my 
course,  I would  have  fancied  that  I heard  myself 
addressed  from  the  tombs  in  yonder  church  yard, 
(pointing  to  the  place  where  his  father  and  mother 
are  buried),  in  language  like  this:  My  son,  remem- 
ber that  the  same  principles  are  now  involved 
which  were  proclaimed  in  July,  1776;  that  to  main- 
tain them  I risked  my  life  and  every  thing  dear  to 
man;  that,  after  struggling  through  a seven  years’ 
war,  w:ith  my  compatriots  in  arms,  we  succeeded 
in  the  establishment  of  a free  government — under 
it  I lived  happy  and  prosperous,  and  died  without 
leaving  a spot  upon  my  name:  that  good  name  and 
that  free  government  I left  my  children  as  an  in- 
valuable inheritance.  And  is  it  possible  , that  for 
the  lack  of  moral  courage  you  will  deprive  yourself 
and  your  children  of  those  blessings  for  which  I 
toiled  so  long  and  risked  so  much?  If  I still  doubt- 
ed, a voice  still  more  endearing,  if  that  be  possible, 
would  salute  my  ears  in  accents  like  these:  Can 
you  for  an  instant  forget  the  lessons  taught  by  your 
mother?  Remember  you  not  only  have  your  fa- 
ther’s name  in  charge,  but  you  have  also  tha  t of  my 
family.  Do  you  not  recollect  how  I used  to  en- 
courage you  and  your  brother  to  discharge  your 
duty,  as  my  only  sentinels  to  watch  and  warn  me' 
when  the  tories  would  approach  our  dwelling  for 
plunder,  in  your  father’s  absence  in  the  tented 
field?  That  I would  then  inform  you  that  my  fami- 
ly were  among  the  first  to  hoist  the  pole  of  liberty 
in  the  south,  aud  among  the  most  firm  and  fearless 
in  defending  it?  And  will  you,  who  have  not  a 
drop  of  any  hut  whig  blood  in  your  veins,  hesitate 
as  to  the  course  you  ought  to  pursue?  To  these 
questions  I could  give  but  one  answer — Fear  not 
for  me.  The  same  good  name  you  have  transmit- 
ted, and  the  same  rich  inheritance,  shall  be  left  un- 


stained, and  transmitted  unimpaired  to  your  grand- 
children. 

But  to  proceed:  tire  Baltimore  convention  met, 
and  in  due  form  nominated  a candidate  for  the  pre- 
sidency and  vice  presidency,  against  whom  no  man 
has  heard  me  say  one  word.  They  have  accepted 
the  nominations,  and  I have  no  doubt,  in  doing  so, 
acted  on  those  principles  which  they  think  it  right  to 
maintain.  As  to  myself,  I solemnly  declare  that 
with  the  knowledge  I have  with  the  manner  in 
which  that  convention  was  brought  about,  the  ob- 
ject it  was  intended  to  accomplish,  and  the  conse- 
quences expected  to  flow  from  it,  had  I been  nomi- 
nated by  it  for  either  office,  such  nomination  would 
have  been  almost  the  only  contingency  upon  which 
I would  have  prohibited  the  use  of  my  name. 

Let  me  not  be  misunderstood;  I am  very  far  from 
intimating  it  as  my  opinion  that  the  whole  of  that 
assemblage,  or  a majority  of  them,  were  either  dis- 
honest of  dishonorable  men.  Many  of  them  are 
strangers  to  me,  and  I hope  were  governed  by  wor- 
thy motives,  and  I doubt  not  believed  great  good 
would  result  from  their  labor.  I,  on  the  contrary, 
think  nothing  but  evil  can  result  from  a nomination 
by  a set  of  men  collected  under  the  auspices  of  the 
executive,  with  a view  to  nominate  an  individual 
designated  by  him. 

Notwithstanding  this  nomination,  my  name  has 
been  permitted  to  remain  where  it  was  before  placed, 
and  the  threatened  vengeance  has  been  poured  out 
upon  my  devoted  head  ever  since.  “Tray,  Blanche, 
Sweetheart,  little  dogs  and  all,”  have  been  let  loose 
upon  me.  I have  heeded  them  not.  It  has  been 
my  aim  to  bear  an}’  and  every  tiling.  I have  uni- 
formly conformed  my  public  conduct  to  my  avowed 
principles,  and  what  I believed  the  politics  of  my 
state.  So  far  as  the  administration  has  acted  on 
the  principles  which  brought  the  chief  magistrate  into 
power,  I have  been,  as  I think,  a uniform  and  stea- 
dy, though  very  humble,  supporter.  If  on  any 
point  he  has  changed  his  principles,  it  is  unreason- 
able to  expect  me  to  change  with  him,  unless  I can 
he  furnished  with  sufficient  reasons  for  such  a 
change. 

Humble  as  my  pretensions  are  represented  to  be, 
we  all  now  see  and  know  that  my  venerable  old 
friend,  the  chief  magistrate  himself,  in  his  own  pro- 
per person,  has  openly,  and  in  the  view  of  the  sove- 
reign people  themselves,  turned  out  to  control  and  re- 
gulate public  opinion.  This  is  a trouble  which  I am 
very  sorry  he  had  to  take  on  my  account.  His  acts 
are  to  live  after  him.  He  occupies  the  most  digni- 
fied station  upon  earth.  If  any  man  living  did 
more  towards  elevating  him  to  that  station  than  I 
did,  it  was  because  he  had  more  influence.  He  has 
the  efficient  control  of  the  whole  fund  of  the  na- 
tion— the  disposal  of  our  invaluable  public  domain — 
the  appointment  of  all  officers  at  home  and  abroad 
— the  power  to  remove  tens  of  thousands  of  officers, 
who  have  no  means  to  procure  subsistence  for  a 
day,  if  he  chooses  to  remove  them;  they  must  do  as 
he  directs,  or  be  turned  loose  to  starve.  All  this  pow- 
er I zealously  strove  to  give  him,  and  I did  so  un- 
der a thorough  conviction  that  he  would  only  use  it 
in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution; 
that  he  would  follow  the  wise  example  of  Washing- 
ton, of  Jefferson,  of  Madison  and  Monroe;  that,  so 
far  from  openly  interfering  in  the  election  of  his 
successor,  or  encouraging  any  executive  officer  to 
do  so,  he  would  sternly  prohibit  it  in  others,  and 
think  it  a high  political  and  moral  duty’  in  himself 
to  be  perfectly  “neutral,”  and  lest  he  should  disclose 
his  preference,  would  “ avoid,  conversing  on  the  sub- 
ject with  his  most  intimate  friends.”  In  this  I have 
been  disappointed.  I have  been  apprized  that  for 
twelve  months  past  he  has  neither  been  sparing  nor 
backward  in  his  censure  of  me.  It  gave  me  no 
uneasiness;  I was  willing  to  bear  it  all  without 
complaint.  My  only  wish  was  that  he  might  so 
conduct  as  to  take  nothing  from  the  high  character 
which,  in  common  with  others,  I had  for  years  en- 
deavored to  give  him.  Not  content  with"  this,  he 
comes  to  our  own  state,  among  my  own  constitu- 
ents, those  in  whose  employ  I now  am,  took  a cir- 
cuitous route  through  East  Tennessee,  so  as  to  be 
in  many  villages,  and  is  still  on  his  tour  through 
West  Tennessee  into  North  Alabama,  openly  de- 
nouncing me  as  a “red  hot  federalist,”  having  aban- 
doned his  administration,  and  being  as  far  from  him 
as  the  poles  are  asunder,  fyc.  Now,  with  great  de- 
ference to  the  opinion  of  that  highly  esteemed  and 
venerable  man,  I must  be  allowed  to  say  he  is  en- 
tirely mistaken,  I am  not  now  and  never  was  a fe- 
deralist, in  any  sense  of  that  term  recognised  by, 
or  known  to,  the  American  people.  I am  now  and 
ever  have  been  a republican  of  Mr.  Jefferson’s 
school,  so  far  as  I have  been  able  to  comprehend 
the  doctrines  taught  by  him.  The  true  way  to  test 
this  matter  is  for  each  of  us  to  put  down  the  articles 
of  his  political  creed,  and  see  in  what  we  disagree. 
I have  given  you  mine:  you  and  the  American  peo- 


61 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER. 


pie,  who  have  taken  the  trouble  to  read  what  I have 
said,  or  to  notice  my  recorded  votes,  know  that  I 
have  practised  on  my  professions.  It  is  not  with 
me  to  say  whether  the  chief  magistrate  has  practis- 
ed on  his  or  not.  If  we  now  disagree  in  any  thing, 

I aver  that  I agree  with  the  republican  creed,  and 
that  he  will  be  found  on  that  side  which  leads  di- 
rectly to  monarchy,  although  I hope  he  does  not  so 
intend  it. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  upon  one  point  he 
and  I are  antipodes,  as  far  apart  as  the  poles  are 
from  each  other.  He  thinks  it  an  important  point 
of  his  administration,  before  his  time  expires,  to  se- 
lect his  successor,  and  through  the  medium  of  a 
convention,  got  up  under  his  own  auspices,  have 
the  person  thus  selected  recommended  as  a suitable 
candidate,  to  use  all  his  influence  and  patronage  to 
procure  the  election  of  the  person  thus  recommend- 
ed, and  he  denounces  every  man  as  a federalist,  and 
as  opposed  to  his  administration,  who  will  not  vote  for 
and  support  such  person. 

I disagree  with  this  whole  doctrine,  and  insist  it 
is  no  part  of  his  duty  to  select  his  successor,  to  have 
him  recommended  by  a convention,  or  to  use  his 
influence  or  patronage  to  induce  or  coerce  persons 
to  vote  for  him.  This  is  obviously  the  point  of  dis- 
agreement, and  I willingly  leave  to  the  present  ge- 
neration, and  to  those  who  are  to  succeed  us,  to  say 
which  of  us  holds  the  republican  side. 

Suppose  Mr.  Adams  to  be  now  president,  and 
his  term  about  to  expire,  and  hp  had  designated  Mr. 
Clay  as  his  successor,  and  was  using  all  his  patron- 
age to  induce  persons  to  vote  for  him,  and  was  ac- 
tually travelling  through  Massachusetts  and  else- 
where, haranguing  the  people  and  denouncing  gene- 
ral Jackson  as  a red  hot  federalist  because  he  would 
not  withdraw  his  name  and  vote  for  Mr.  Clay, 
what  would  be  said  by  our  venerable  friend  in  such 
case? 

With  a view  to  bring  this  doctrine  home  to  the 
comprehension  of  every  man,  suppose  there  were 
now  a proposition  to  amend  the  constitution,  and 
make  it  the  duty  of  every  president,  before  his  term 
expired,  to  select  the  man,  in  his  judgment,  best  quali- 
fied to  succeed  him — to  have  a convention  called  to 
recommend  such  person,  and  then  to  use  all  his  pa- 
tronage and  influence  to  have  him  elected:  is  there 
any  one  .man  in  America  so  stupid  as  not  to  see  it 
would  be  taking  from  the  people  all  choice,  all  power 
in  electing  their  chief  magistrate,  and  vesting  it  in 
the  hands  of  one  man?  If  such  an  amendment 
were  to  prevail,  so  far  as  the  election  of  president 
was  concerned,  we  would  have  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  a monarchy.  Well;  if  we  can  be  prevail- 
ed on  to  think  this  practice  ought  to  be  pursued, 
without  such  an  amendment,  practically  the  govern- 
ment is  a monarchy;  because  the  people  will  tiave 
given  up  their  right  of  choice,  and  transferred  it  to 
one  man.  It  is  not  me  alone  that  is  denounced,  but 
every  friend  I have  in  congress  from  the  state. — 
They  are  taken  up  one  by  one  by  name,  and  de- 
nounced by  the  president  as  federalists,  and  opponents 
of  his  administration.  In  what  have  they  opposed 
his  administration?  Did  they  vote  against  his  three 
millions,  session  before  last?  Did  they  vote  against 
expunging  the  journals?  Not  they.  Not  one  of 
them.  Yet  they  are  opposed  to  his  administration, 
because  they  will  not  vote  for  the  person  he  has  se- 
lected as  his  successor.  It  is  true  as  to  one  of  them, 
Mr.  Huntsman,  when  the  president  was  asked  how 
he  wTas,  he  said  he  did  not  know,  he  was  hanging 
on  the  fence,  and  it  was  doubtful  which  side  he 
would  fall. 

In  justice  to  that  gentleman,  I must  be  permitted 
to  state,  if  there  be  any  sincerity  in  man,  he  is  as 
much  on  the  Tennessee  side  of  the  fence  as  any  of 
his  colleagues.  I have  thought  it  right,  on  this  oc- 
casion, to  bring  this  point  plainly  and  distinctly  to 
your  view,  that  you  might  every  one  see  the  rea- 
son why  I and  my  friends  are  denounced  as  federal- 
ists, opposed  to  the  administration  and  the  anti- 
podes of  our  esteemed  and  venerable  chief  magis- 
trate. 

The  real  offence  which  I have  committed  is  not 
the  abandonment  of  my  principles,  but  because  I 
would  not  abandonthom.  Not  because  I became  the 
tool  of  the  opposition,  but  because  I would  not  unite 
with  an  old  and  valued  friend  in  doing  that,  under 
evil  and  mischievous  advisers,  which,  before  God, 
I believe  would  rob  the  people  of  that  freedom  for 
which  our  fathers  “perilled  their  lives,  their  fortune 
and  their  sacred  honor,”  and  bring  reproach  upon 
our  memory,  when  we  are  numbered  with  the  dead. 

I have  no  controversy  with  the  chief  magistrate; 
I aspire  to  nothing  which  he  wants.  If  there  is  any 
controversy,  it  is  between  my  countrymen,  who  so- 
licited the  use  of  my  name  and  him.  They  have 
solicited  me  to  let  my  name  be  used  as  his  successor, 
and  I have  consented.  This  is  my  whole  offence. 
If  there  be  any  thing  wrong  in  it,  who  is  the  cause 
of  it’  It  is  not  me  that  is  to  be  put  down  and  dis- 


graced in  this  controversy,  if  Tennessee  is  either 
coaxed  or  coerced  to  surrender  her  choice.  It  is  the 
people  who  have  placed  me  in  the  position  I now 
occupy.  The  Savior  of  the  world,  when  upon 
earth,  found  among  the  small  number  of  his  dis- 
ciples one  Judas  who  not  only  sold,  but  betrayed 
him  for  his  thirty  pieces  of  silver.  It  were  vain 
for  one  of  my  humble  attainments,  who  has  nothing 
to  offer  but  his  bestefforts  to  promote  the  public  wel- 
fare, to  hope  that  all  who  professed  to  be  his  friends 
would  continue  to  act  up  to  that  character.  Already 
have  I found  more  than  one  Judas,  who,  by  parting 
with  their  interest  in  me,  have  received,  or  expect 
to  receive,  more  than  twice  their  thirty  pieces.  I 
doubt  not  there  may  be  more  who  will  yet  do  so; 
but  if  it  is  the  will  of  Providence  that  the  use  of 
my  name  shall  be  of  service  to  my  fellow  men,  it 
will  be  so  ordered  that,  in  place  of  such  hollow- 
hearted  and  false  friends,  I will  receive  the  aid  and 
support  of  many  honest  men,  who  will  desire  no- 
thing but  that  the  government  may  be  preserved  in 
its  purity:  and  if  there  lives  the  man  who  can  in- 
duce a majority  of  the  people  of  Tennessee  to  aban- 
don their  own  principles  and  sacrifice  an  individual, 
whose  name  they  have  placed  before  the  public  to 
gratify  his  wishes,  then  will  I admit  that  I never 
understood  the  character  of  the  people  among  whom 
I have  lived  for  almost  fifty-twro  years. 

My  enemies  have  made  a mistake.  They  imagine 
that,  as  I have  determined  not  to  advocate  my  own 
pretensions  forthe  most  dignified  station  upon  earth, 
they  may  charge  me  with  what  misconduct  they 
please,  in  my  present  station,  as  senator,  and  that  I 
must  remain  silent,  orlay  myself  liable  to  the  charge 
of  indecency  in  electioneering.  I cannot  and  will 
not  act  on  any  such  false  delicacy.  If  I am  un- 
jusly  accused— if  I am  charged  with  entertaining 
principles  which  do  not  belong  to  me,  and  these 
charges  are  made  to  my  own  constituents,  by  a 
character  of  the  highest  standing,  it  i3  due  to  you, 
it  is  due  to  the  country,  and  it  is  just  to  myself,  that 
I not  only  repel  the  charges,  but  disclose  the  mo- 
tives of  those  v/ho  make  them. 

My  political  friends  who  have  placed  my  name 
before  the  public  are  Jeffersonian  Jackson  republi- 
cans, professing  and  practising  now  the  same  creed 
they  professed  in  1828.  Our  motto  is  “not  words 
but  deeds.”  We  determine  to  prove  our  “faith  in 
our  creed  by  our  practices.”  If  for  this  we  are  to 
be  denominated  “newborn  whigs,”  we  are  content. 
Instead  of  being  placed  in  the  company  of  aliens 
and  strangers,  we  will  still  be  in  the  embraces  and 
arms  of  our  long-cherished  principles.  “Names 
are  nothing,”  said  our  venerable  chief  magistrate  in 
his  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe.  Dress  a tory  in  the  gar- 
ments of  a whig,  and  he  will  be  a tory  still.  As 
well  might  we  expect  to  conceal  the  wolf  by  put- 
ting on  the  covering  of  the  lamb,  as  to  suppose  that 
we  conceal  the  conspirator  who  seeks  to  deprive 
the  people  of  their  right  of  suffrage,  by  throwing 
over  him  the  name  of  a “good  old  Jeffersonian  de- 
mocratic republican.” 

All  political  power  is  vested  originally  in  the 
great  body  of  the  people.  It  all  resides  there  yet, 
except  such  portions  of  it  as  they  have  vested  in 
their  different  agents,  to  be  used  for  their  benefit. 
They  have  reserved  to  themselves  the  right  freely 
to  choose  the  two  highest  officers  known  to  the 
constitution,  in  that  mode  pointed  out  by  it. 

This  right  is  the  sure  rock  upon  which  the  whole 
superstructure  rests.  Upon  it  I have  planted  my- 
self. “The  rains  of  slander  may  descend,  the  floods 
of  calumny  may  come,  the  winds,  the  storms,  and 
the  tempests  of  denunciation  may  beat  upon  me,” 
but  there  will  I remain  unmoved,  until  some  poli- 
tical earthquake  shall  shiver  both  it  and  me  to 
atoms. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  add,  that  as  to  our 
venerable  and  esteemed  chief  magistrate,  if  in  any 
thing  I have  said  there  is  the  appearance  of  un- 
kindness or  want  of  respect,  it  was  certainly  not 
intended.  He  has  assailed,  me  openly  for  my  con- 
duct while  in  your  employ.  One  of  the  first  laws 
of  our  nature  is  self-defence.  I obey  that  law,  as 
a freeman,  whose  rights  and  reputation  are  dear  to 
him.  We  disagree  in  opinion  on  a most  important 
subject.  At  our  age,  and  every  circumstance  con- 
sidered, it  becomes  us  both  to  disagree  in  opinion, 
in  good  temper.  In  times  past  he  has  had  his  trou- 
bles, and  in  them  he  never  was  without  a friend  to 
justify  or  excuse  his  conduct  when  I was  present. 
He  has  decreed  that  wre  shall  separate,  or  I surren- 
der that  freedom  for  which  my  father  fought.  The 
first  is  the  only  alternative  for  a man  determined  to 
preserve  his  self-respect.  He  and  I are  poorly  em- 
ployed, if  wre  lose  our  temper  About  human  go- 
vernments. In  the  course  of  nature  they  must  soon 
cease  to  have  any  operation  upon  either  of  us.  We 
must  soon  appear  before  a tribunal  -where  the  Judge 
himself  will  be  the  only  witness.  He  cannot  be 
misled  as  to  our  acts  or  our  motives;  and  my  prayer 


is,  that,  instead  of  applying  the  rules  of  strict  jus- 
tice to  either,  our  errors,  vices  and  infirmities  may 
find  forgiveness  in  His  mercy. 

If  thanks  from  the  fullness  of  a greatful  heart 
would  avail  you  any  thing  for  your  unshaken  confi- 
dence and  steady  support  under  every  change  and 
vicissitude  oflile,  I would  pour  them  "out  as  long  as 
my  strength  would  permit:  but  I feel  that  I have 
detained  you  already  too  long.  I offer  you  the  fol- 
lowing sentiment,  in  which  I hope  you  will  cheer- 
fully unite: 

Practices  not  professions — The  republicans  ofTen- 
nessee  are  now  what  they  were  in  1828 — Jackson- 
ians,  following  the  creed  of  that  apostle  of  liberty,  Tho- 
mas Jefferson.  Should  this  entitle  them  to  a “new- 
born” name,  they  care  not,  provided  they  are  left 
in  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  unalienable  right  of 
suffrage.  They  would  rather  have  even  a Aadliame 
with  good  principles,  than  bad  principles  concealed 
under  a good  name. 


APPROPRIATIONS  AND  OFFICES  CREAT- 
ED IN  1836. 

OFFICIAL  PUBLICATION. 

Report  of  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States,  in  compliance  with  the  “act  to 
authorise  the  appointment  of  additional  paymasters, 
and  for  other  purposes,”  passed  July  4,  1836. 

Office  of  the  house  of  reps,  of  the  U.  S.  July  11,  1836. 

In  obedience  to  the  6th  section  of  the  “act  to  au- 
thorise the'  appointment  of  additional  paymasters, 
and  for  other  purposes,”  passed  July  4, 1836,  which 
requires  “the  secretaiy  of  the  senate  and  clerk  of 
the  house  representatives,  as  soon  as  may  be,  after 
the  close  of  each  session  of  congress,  to"  publish  a 
statement  of  all  appropriations  made  during  the  ses- 
sion; and  also  a statement  of  the  new  offices  creat- 
ed, and  the  salaries  of  each;  and  also  a statement  of 
the  offices,  the  salaries  of  which  are  increased,  and 
the  amount  of  such  increase,”  the  clerk  of  the  house 
of  representatives  submits  the  accompanying  state- 
ments. WALTER  S.  FRANKLIN, 

Clerk  house  of  reps. 

Statements  of  appropriations  made,  new  offices  creat- 
ed, with  the  salaries  of  each,  offices  the  salaries  of 
which  are  increased,  with  the  amount  of  such  in- 
crease, during  the  first  session  of  the  24  th  congress 
of  the  United  States  of  America. 

July  11,  1836.  Prepared  by  the  clerk  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  in  obedience  to  the  sixth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  July  4,  1836,  entitled  “an  act  to 
authorise  the  appointment  of  additional  paymas- 
ters, and  for  other  purposes.” 

Statement  of  appropriations  made  during  the  first 
session  of  the  24 th  congress  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  specifying  the  amount  and  object  of  each 

H.  R.  51. 

For  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  government 
for  the  year  1836. 

For  pay  and  mileage  of  the  members  of 
congress  $556,480 

For  pay  of  the  officers  of  congress  33,700 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  senate  53,700 
For  contingent  expenses  of  the  house  of 
representatives  200,000 


H.  R.  216. 

For  compensation  to  the  president  and 
vice  president,  the  secretary  of  state, 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  the  secretary  of  the 
navy,  and  the  postmaster  general  60,000 

For  clerks  and  messengers  in  the  office 

of  the  secretary  of  state  10,200 

For  clerks,  machinist  and  messenger  in 
the  patent  office  5,400 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses 
of  the  department  of  state,  including 
the  expense  of  publishing  and  distri- 
buting the  laws  25,000 

For  contingent  and  incidental  expenses 
of  the  patent  office  2,000 

For  the  superintendent  and  watchmen  of 
the  north  east  executive  building  1,500 

For  contingent  expenses  and  repairs  of 
the  buildings  3,350 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  the  office  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  14,000 

For  the  first  comptroller  of  the  treasury  3,500 

For  the  clerks  and  messengers  in  the 
office  of  the  first  comptroller  18,850 

For  the  second  comptroller  3,000 

For  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  bis 
office  10,450 

For  compensation  to  the  first  auditor  3,000 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  his  office  14,900 

For  compensation  to  the  second  auditor  3,000 
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For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  his  office  17,900 

For  compensation  to  the  third  auditor  3,000 
For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  his  office  27,050 

For  compensation  to  the  fourth  auditor  3,000 
For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  his  office  17,750 

For  compensation  to  the  fifth  auditor  3,000 
For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  his  office  12,800 

For  compensation  to  the  treasurer  3,000 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  his  office  7,150 

For  compensation  to  the  register  3,000 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  his  office  24,200 

For  compensation  to  the  commissioner 

of  the  general  land  office  3,000 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  his  office  20,500 

For  compensation  to  the  solicitor  3,500 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  his  office  3,950 

For  compensation  to  the  secretary  to  the 

commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund  250 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  se- 
veral offices  of  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, viz: 

For  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the 

treasury  12,500 

For  the  office  of  the  first  comptroller  1,500 

For  the  office  of  the  second  comptroller  1,500 

For  the  office  of  the  first  auditor  800 

For  the  office  of  the  second  auditor  500 

For  the  office  of  the  third  auditor  600 

For  the  office  of  the  fourth  auditor  1,000 

For  the  office  of  the  fifth  auditor  1,000 

For  the  office  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  700 

For  the  office  of  the  register  of  the  trea- 
sury 3,000 

For  the  office  of  the  solicitor  of  the  trea- 
sury 1,000 

For  the  office  of  the  commissioner  of  the 

general  land  office  39,000 

For  tract  books,  other  articles  of  hooks, 
and  all  other  contingent  expenses  9,500 

F or  translations,  passports  and  sea  letters  300 
For  stating  and  printing  the  public  ac- 
counts 1,400 

For  compensation  of  superintendent  and 
watchmen  of  the  buildings  occupied 
by  the  treasury  department  2,100 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  build- 
ings 10,000 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
war  12,650 

For  compensation  to  extra  clerks  when 

employed  in  said  office  3,600 

For  contingent  expenses  3,000 

For  books,  maps  and  plans  for  the  war 

department  1,000 

For  messenger  in  the  bounty  land  bureau  400 
For  compensation  to  the  commissioner 

of  Indian  affairs  3,000 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  his  office  4,950 

For  contingent  expenses  800 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  the  paymaster 
general  ' 4,600 

For  contingent  expenses  300 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  the  commissary 
general  of  purchases  4,200 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the 

office  of  the  adjutant  general  2,950 

For  contingent  expenses  1,000 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  of 
quartermaster  general  600 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the 
office  of  the  commissary  general  of 
subsistence  3,800 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  2,500 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the 
office  of  the  chief  engineer  2,950 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  offi  ce  1,000 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  in  the 

ordnance  office  2,950 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  800 

For  compensation  to  the  clerk  in  the 

office  of  the  stirgeon  general  1,150 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  400 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  topo- 
graphical bureau  1,235 

For  the  salary  of  the  commissioner  of 
pensions  2,500 

For  salaries  of  clerks  transferred  from 
the  office  of  the  secretary  of  war  4,800 


For  messengers  in  the  pension  office  1,250 

For  contingent  expenses  5,500 

For  the  superintendent  and  watchmen  of 

the  north  west  executive  building  1,250 

For  two  additional  watchmen  to  assist  in 
watching  the  buildings  of  the  war  de- 
partment 1,125 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said 
building  3,183 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  the  office  of  the  secretary 
of  the  navy  11,850 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  3,000 
For  compensation  to  the  commissioners 
of  the  navy  board  10,500 

For  compensation  to  their  secretary  2,000 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks,  &c.  in 
their  office  7,550 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  1,800 


For  the  superintendent  of  the  south  west 

executive  building  and  the  watchmen  1,250 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said  building  3,350 
For  compensation  to  the  two  assistant 


postmasters  general  5,000 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  the  office  of  the  postmaster 
general  40,350 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  7,500 

For  superintendency  of  the  building  1,640 

For  additional  clerk  hire  for  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five  41,934  07 

For  the  sendees  of  a topographer  and 

map  maker  for  obtaining  materials  1,000 

For  the  surveyor  general  in  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana and  Michigan,  2,000 

For  the  surveyor  in  Illinois  and  Missouri  2,000 

For  clerks  in  the  office  of  said  surveyor  2,000 

For  the  surveyor  general  in  Arkansas  1,500 

For  the  clerks  in  said  office  1,800 

For  the  surveyor  in  Louisiana  2,000 

For  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  said  sur- 
veyor 1,500 

For  the  surveyor  in  Mississippi  2,000 

For  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  said  sur- 
veyor 1,000 

For  the  surveyor  in  Alabama  1,500 

For  the  surveyor  in  Florida  2,000 

For  the  secretary  appointed  to  sign  pa- 
tents for  lands  1,500 

For  the  commissioner  of  the  public 
building's  in  Washington  city  2,000 

For  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  libra- 
ry of  congress  5,000 

For  salary  of  the  principal  and  assistant 
librarians,  and  for  contingent  expenses 
of  the  library  and  pay  of  messenger  3,850 
For  services  rendered  by  Charles  Mee- 
han as  assistant  in  the  library  398 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and 
clerks  of  the  mint  13,900 

For  compensation  to  the  laborers  em- 
ployed in  the  mint  21,000 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses 
of  the  mint  51,100 

For  expenses  of  new  machinery  and  ap- 
paratus 20,000 

For  compensation  to  the  governor,  judges 
and  secretary  of  the  Michigan  terri- 
tory 10,000 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  Michi- 
gan territory  350 

For  compensation  and  mileage  of  the 
members  of  the  legislative  council  of 
Michigan,  pay  of  the  officers  of  the 
council,  fuel,  stationary  and  printing  6,425 

For  arrearages  of  the  expenses  of  the 
legislative  council  of  the  territory  of 
Michigan  3,553  40 

F or  compensation  to  the  governor,  judges 

and  secretary  of  Arkansas  territory  9,000 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  Arkan- 
sas territory  350 


For  compensation  and  mileage  of  the 
members  of  the  legislative  council  of 
the  territory  of  Arkansas,  including 
fuel,  stationary,  printing  and  distribu- 
tion of  the  laws  and  journals  10,000 

For  compensation  to  the  governor,  judges 
and  secretary  of  the  Florida  territory  11,700 
For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Flo- 
rida territory  350 

For  compensation  and  mileage  of  the 
members  of  the  legislative  council  of 
Florida,  pay  of  officers  and  sevants  of 
the  council,  fuel,  stationary,  printing 
and  incidental  expenses  9,406 

For  arrearages  of  the  expenses  of  the 
legislative  council  of  Florida  908  60 

For  allowances  to  the  assistant  counsel 
and  district  attorney  in  Florida  4,000 


For  compensation  to  the  chief  justice, 
the  associate  judges  and  district  judges 
of  the  United  States  " 81,400 

For  the  expenses  of  printing  the  records 
of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States  3,000 

For  the  salaries  of  the  chief  justice  and 
associate  judges  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia and  the  judges  of  the  orphans’ 
courts  9,500 

F or  compensation  to  the  attorney  general  4,000 

For  compensation  to  the  clerk  in  his 
office  800 

For  a messenger  in  said  office  500 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  500 

For  the  compensation  to  the  reporter  of 
the  decisions  of  the  supreme  court  1,000 

For  compensation  to  the  district  attor- 
neys and  marshals  12,900 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  su- 
preme, circuit  and  district  courts  of 
the  United  States,  including  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  ' 345,000 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions, 
granted  by  special  acts  of  congress  1,350 
For  the  support  and  maintenance  of  light 
houses  ^ 279,986  07 

For  a light  house  at  or  near  Michigan 
city,  Indiana  " 3,000 

For  a light  house  on  Pottawatamie  island, 
at  the  entrance  of  Green  bay,  in  lake 
Michigan  3,000 

For  a light  house  or  beacon  light  on  one 
of  the  piers  at  the  harbor  of  Oswego, 
on  lake  Ontario  " 1,200 

For  the  removal  of  the  light  house  now 
on  the  north  end  of  Goat  island,  near 
the  harbor  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island  S,700 
For  erecting  a frame  building  for  a bea- 
con light  at  the  end  of  west  pier,  at 


the  mouth  of  Black  river,  Ohio  2,600 

For  finishing  and  securing  the  founda- 
tion of  the  beacon  light  at  Cunning- 
ham creek,  Ohio  225  50 

To  make  good  a deficiency  in  the  funds 
for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men 15,000 

For  expense  in  relation  to  the  relief  of 
certain  insolvent  debtors  3,000 

For  surveying  the  public  lands  in  Ohio  650 

For  surveying  the  public  lands  in  tire 
Michigan  peninsula  15,000 

For  surveying  the  public  lands  in  Mi- 
chigan territory,  west  of  the  lake,  and 
in  Wisconsin  territory  50,000 

For  surveying  the  public  lands  in  Uli-  ' 
nois  and  Missouri  40,000 

For  surveying  the  public  lands  in  Mis- 
sissippi 10,000 

For  surveys  south  of  the  thirty-first  de- 
gree of  north  latitude  2,500 

For  survey  of  the  Creek  lands  1,000 

For  survey  of  the  public  lands  and  pri- 
vate land  claims  in  Florida  16,480 

For  survey  of  the  public  lands  and  pri- 
vate land  claims  in  Louisiana  35,000 

For  surveying  public  lands  in  Arkansas  25,000 

For  the  salaries  of  keepers  of  the  pub- 
lic archives  in  Florida  1,000 

For  the  discharge  of  such  miscellane- 
ous claims  not  otherwise  provided  for  12,000 
For  the  salaries  of  ministers  to  Great 

Britain,  France,  Spain  and  Russia  36,000 

For  the  salaries  of  the  secretaries  of  le- 
gation to  the  same  places  8,000 

For  the  salaries  of  secretaries  of  lega- 
tion to  France,  Spain  and  Russia,  for 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  6,000 

For  salaries  of  the  charges  des  affaires 
to  Portugal,  Denmark,  Sweden,  Hol- 
land, Turkey,  Belgium,  Brazil,  Chili, 

Peru,  Mexico,  Central  America,  New 
Granada,  Prussia  and  Venezuela  63,000 

For  the  salary  of  the  dragoman  to  the 
legation  to  Turkey  and  i’or  contingent 
expenses  6,600 

For  outfits  to  ministers  to  Great  Britain, 

France  and  Spain  27,000 

For  outfits  of  charges  des  affaires  to 
Mexico,  Prussia  and  Peru  13,500 

For  the  salaries  of  the  agents  for  claims 
at  London  and  Paris  4,000 

For  the  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the 
Barbary  powers  12,000 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  Ameri- 
can seamen  in  foreign  countries  30,000 

For  completing  “Digest  of  Commercial 
Regulations  of  Foreign  Countries.”  5,883  34 
For  completing  the  custom  house  at  New 
Bedford  7,200 
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For  the  erection  of  a custom  house  at 
New  York 

For  completing  the  public  warehouse  at 
Baltimore 

For  the  payment  of  balances  due  to  of- 
ficers of  the  old  internal  revenue  and 
direct  tax 

For  paying  inhabitants  of  West  Florida, 
now  citizens  of  Louisiana  and  Mis- 
sissippi, the  claims  passed  by  the  ac- 
counting officers  of  the  treasury 
For  the  payment  of  certain  certificates 
For  the  incidental  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  department  of  state,  be- 
ing a balance  due  to  William  Brown 
on  that  account 

For  clerk  hire  and  other  expenses  in  re- 
lation to  the  north  eastern  boundary 
agency,  being  a balance  due  to  Wil- 
liam Brown  on  that  account 
For  arrearages  for  the  service  of  astro- 
nomer, assistants  and  incidental  ex- 
penses incurred  in  making  astronomi- 
cal observations  preparatory  to  the  ad- 
justment of  the  northern  boundary 
line  of  the  state  of  Ohio 
For  compensation  to  James  H.  Relfe  for 
conveying  the  final  report  of  the  com- 
missioners for  the  adjustment  of  pri- 
• vate  land  claims 

For  the  payment  of  claims  of  lieutenant 
colonel  W.  Lawrence  and  others,  be- 
ing part  of  an  appropriation  made  by 
the  act  of  the  fifth  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen 
For  medals  and  swords  for  colonel  Cro- 
ghan  and  others 

For  bringing  to  the  seat  of  government 
the  votes  for  president  and  vice  presi- 
dent 

For  the  survey  of  the  coast  of  the  Unit- 
ed States 

For  the  governor,  judges,  secretary,  dis- 
trict attorney  and  marshal,  anil  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  Wisconsin 
territory 

Compensation  and  mileage  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  legislative  council,  and  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  legislative 
assembly,  the  printing  of  the  laws, 
and  other  incidental  expenses  of  said 
territory 

For  the  public  buildings  and  library  of 
said  territory 

For  enlarging  and  repairing  the  custom 
house  at  Bath,  in  Maine 
For  repairs  of  public  buildings  at  Staten 
Island 

For  expenses  of  a survey  of  lots  in  the 
town  of  Galena,  Illinois 
For  a custom  house  in  Boston 
For  a marble  bust  of  the  late  chief  jus- 
tice Marshall 

For  American  state  papers  ordered  to- 
be  printed  by  Gales  & Seaton 
H.  R.  57. 

For  carrying  into  effect  a convention  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain 
H.  R.  454. 

For  translator  and  librarian  in  the  de- 
partment of  state 

For  disbursing  agent  in  said  department 
For  two  additional  clerks 
For  the  assistant  messenger  in  said  de- 
partment 

For  the  assistant  messenger  in  the  first 
comptroller’s  office 

For  clerks  and  messengers  for  the  office 
of  the  commissioner  of  pensions,  in 
addition  to  those  authorised  by  law 
For  the  messenger  in  the  office  of  the 
commissioner  of  Indian  affairs 
For  a clerk  in  the  office  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  navy  board 
For  two  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  survey- 
or general  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Michi- 
gan 

For  additional  clerk  hire  in  the  same  of- 
fice 

For  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  surveyor 


general  of  Illinois  and  Missouri 
For  clerk  hire  in  the  office  of  the  si 
or  general  of  Arkansas  2,S00 

For  clerk  hire  in  the  office  of  the  sur- 
veyor of  Louisiana  2,500 

For  clerk  hire  in  the  office  of  the  sur- 
veyor general  of  Mississippi  5,000 

For  clerk  hire  in  the  office  of  the  sur- 
veyor general  of  Alabama  2,000 

For  clerk  hire  in  the  office  of  the  sur- 


veyor general  of  Florida 
For  the  war  department,  two  clerks 
For  the  pension  office,  three  clerks 
For  the  quartermaster  general’s  office: 
One  clerk  at 
One  clerk  at 

Four  clerks  at  1,000  each 
One  messenger  at 
For  the  ordnance  department: 

One  clerk  at 

Four  clerks  at  1,000  each 
For  the  adjutant  general’s  office: 

One  clerk  at 

Three  clerks  at  1,000  each 
For  the  engineer  office: 

One  clerk  at 
One  clerk  at 

For  the  commanding  general’s  office, 
one  clerk  at 

For  the  emigrating  Indian  bureau,  at- 
tached to  the  subsistence  department: 
One  clerk  at 
One  clerk  at 
One  clerk  at 

Three  clerks  at  $(1,000  each 
One  messenger  at 
For  the  topographical  bureau: 

One  clerk  at 

For  the  office  of  the  superintendent  ofln- 
dian  affairs  at  St.  Louis: 

One  clerk  at 
One  clerk  at 

For  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of 
Indian  affairs  south  of  the  Missouri  ri- 
ver, one  clerk  at 

S.  308. 

For  asserting  and  prosecuting  the  claim 
of  the  United  States  to  the  Smithso- 
nian legacy 

S.  42. 

For  three  additional  clerks  in  the  treasury 
S.  300. 

For  compensation  to  the  members  of  the 
senate  and  house  of  representatives,  in 
addition 

For  compensation  to  the  senators  and  re- 
presentatives elected  by  Michigan 
For  contingent  expenses  of  the  senate 
For  the  mint,  in  addition  to  former  ap- 
propriation 

For  extra  clerk  hire  in  the  general  land 
office 

For  messengers  in  the  offices  of  the  chief 
engineer,  adjutant  general,  the  com- 
manding general,  surgeon  general,  and 
in  the  clothing  bureau,  topographical, 
ordnance  and  subsistence  departments 
For  the  assistant  messenger  in  the  first 
comptroller’s  office,  in  addition  to  a 
former  appropriation 
For  compensation  to  the  surveyor  in  Ala- 
bama, in  addition  to  a former  appro- 
priation 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  and 
in  the  navy  commissioners-’  office,  in 
addition  to  "the  sums  already  appropri- 
ated 

For  interpreters,  guards  and  other  ex- 
penses incidental  to  the  consulates  in 
the  Turkish  dominions 
For  refunding  the  duty  paid  on  the  Bel- 
gian vessel  Antonins  and  her  cargo 
For  compensation  of  the  clerks  in  the 
office  of  the  commissioner  of  Indian 
affairs,  in  addition  to  a former  appro- 
priation’ 

For  an  outfit  of  a charge  d’affaires  to 
Russia 

For  compensation  to  the  third  assistant 
postmaster  general 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks,  mes- 
sengers and  watchmen  in  the  post  of- 
fice department 

For  compensation  to  the  auditor  of  the 
post  office  department 
For  contingencies  in  the  said  office 
For  compensation  to  clerks  and-  messen- 
gers in  the  office  of  the  auditor  of  the 
post  office  department 
For  alterations  and  repairs  of  the  capitol 
For  lighting  lamps  and  keeping  the 
grounds  and  walks  of  the  capitol  square 
in  order 

For  the  public  gardener 
For  alterations  and  repairs  of  the  presi- 
dent’s house,  the  gardener’s  salary, 
and  keeping  the  grounds  and  walks  in 
order 

For  the  annual  expenses  of  two  fire  en- 
gines 
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For  gravelling  the  yard  east  of  the  capitol 
For  repairing  culverts 
For  purchase  of  Smith’s  spring,  and  for 
enclosing  the  same,  for  building  cul- 
verts, and  keeping  water  pipes  in  or- 
der 

For  attendance  on  furnaces  in  the  rotunda 
For  replanting  trees  and  keeping  boxes 
in  order,  on  the  Pennsylvania  avenue, 
and  planting  trees  in  Fountain  square, 
Lafayette  square,  and  across  the  pub- 
lic reservation  at  Seventh  street 
For  a workshop 

For  conveying  surplus  water  of  the  ca- 
pitol to  the  botanic  garden,  making  a 
basin,  and  purchasing  a fountain  of 
Hiram  Powers 

For  enclosing  the  garden  and  grounds  of 
the  magazine  and  marine  hospital,  near 
the  eastern  branch 

For  dwarf  wall  and  fence  between  the 
executive  buildings  and  the  president’s 
house 

For  extending  the  capitol  square  as  far 
west  as  the  first  street 
For  enlarging  the  folding  room  of  the 
house 

For  a building  for  the  treasury  depart- 
ment 100,000 

For  a building  for  the  patent  office  108,000 

For  the  purchase  of  eight  acres  of  land 
at  Key  West  " 6,000 


2,000 

231 


5,300 
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25,000 


350 


$4,210,546  77 

R.  H.  55. 

For  the  support  of  the  army  for  the  year  one  thousand 


eight  hundred  and  thirty-six. 

For  the  pay  of  the  army  $988,317 

For  subsistence  of  officers  315,118 

For  forage  of  officers’ horses  60,139 

For  clothing  for  officers’ servants  24,930 

For  clothing  in  lieu  of  clothing  to  dis- 
charged soldiers  30,000 

For  subsistence,  exclusive  of  that  of  offi- 
cers 495,400 

For  clothing  of  the  army,  camp  and  gar- 
rison equipage,  cooking  utensils,  hos- 
pital furniture,  & c.  8cc.  202,982 


For  the  medical  and  hospital  department  31,500 
For  various  expenses  in  the  quartermas- 
ter’s department,  viz:  fuel,  forage, 
straw,  stationary,  blanks  and  printing, 
repairing  and  enlarging  barracks,  quar- 
ters, storehouses  and  hospitals,  at  the 
various  ports;  erecting  temporary  can- 
tonments, including  huts  for  the  dra- 
goons and  gunhouses  at  the  Atlantic 
posts,  and  those  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexi- 
co, with  the  necessary  tools  and  ma- 
terials; providing  materials  for  the  au- 
thorised furniture  of  the  rooms  of  non- 
commissioned officers  and  soldiers; 
rent  of  quarters,  barracks  and  store- 
houses, and  of  grounds  for  summer 
cantonments  and  encampments,  in- 
cluding a farm  at  Fort  Monroe  for 
military  practice;  postage  on  public 
letters  and  packets;  expenses  of  courts 
martial  and  courts  of  inquirv,  includ- 
ing the  compensation  of  judge  advo- 
cates, members  and  witnesses;  extra 
pay  to  soldiers,  under  an  act  of  con- 
gress of  the  second  of  March,  eighteen 
hundred  and  nineteen;  expenses  of  ex- 
presses from  the  frontier  posts;  of  es- 
corts to  paymasters;  hire  of  laborers; 
compensation  to  temporary  agents  in 
charge  of  dismantled  works',  and  in  the 
performance  of  other  duties;  coffins 
and  other  articles  necessary  at  the  in- 
terment of  non-commissioned  officers 
and  soldiers;  and  purchase  of  horses, 
and  various  other  expenditures  neces- 
sary to  keep  the  regiment  of  dragoons 
complete  332,000 

For  the  allowance  made  to  the  officers 
for  the  transportation  of  their  bag- 
gage, when  travelling  on  duty  with- 
out troops  50,000 

For  transportation  of  clothing  from  the 
depot  at  Philadelphia  to  the  stations  of 
the  troops;  of  subsistence  from  the 
places  of  purchase  and  points  of  de- 
livery under  contracts,  to  the  posts 
where  they  are  required  to  be  used; 
of  ordnance  from  the  foundries  and 
arsenals  to  the  frontier  posts  and  the 
fortifications,  and  lead  from  the  west- 
ern mines  to  the  several  arsenals;  and 
of  the  army,  including  officers,  when 
removing  with  troops,  either  by  land 
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or  water;  freight  and  ferriages;  pur- 
chase or  hire  of  horses,  oxen,  mules, 
carts,  wagons  and  boats  for  transpor- 
tation of  troops  and  supplies,  and  for 
garrison  purposes;  drayage  and  cart- 
age at  the  several  posts;  hire  of  team- 
sters; transportation  of  funds  for  the 
pay  department;  the  expenses  of  sail- 
ing a public  transport  between  the 
several  posts  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
and  procuring  water  at  such  posts  as 
from  their  situation  require  it  148,000 

For  contingencies  of  the  army  3,000 

For  two  months’  extra  pay  to  re-enlisted 
soldiers,  and  for  the  contingent  expen- 
ses of  the  recruiting’service 
For  arrearages  prior  to  the  first  of  July, 
one  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  fif- 
teen 

For  removal  of  the  troops  from  Port 
Gibson  to  some  eligible  point  on  or 
near  the  western  frontier  line  of  Ar- 
kansas, and  for  a fort  to  be  built  upon 
the  point  selected 

For  completing  the  barracks,  quarters, 
storehouses,  hospitals,  &c.  at  Key 
West 

For  hospitals  at  the  various  military  posts 
at  which  they  maybe  required  by  the 
■proper  officers  of  the  medical  depart- 
ment 100,000 

For  the  national  armories  330,000 

For  the  armament  of  the  fortifications  200,000 
For  the  current  expenses  of  the  ordnance 

service  75,670 

For  the  purchase  of  gunpowder  100,000 

For  arsenals  231,502 

For  supplying  the  arsenals  with  certain 

ordnance  stores  188,575 

For  the  purchase  of  cannon  balls  29,483 

For  the  medal  heretofore  ordered  for 
e’en.  Ripley 

H.  R.  524. 

For  the  renewal  of  the  gold  medal  pre- 
sented to  gen.  Morgan,  in  honor  of 
the  battle  of  the  Cowpens 

H.  R.  259. 

For  the  military  academy  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-six. 

For  the  pay  of  the  officers,  cadets  and 
musicians 

For  subsistence  of  officers  and  cadets 
For  forage  of  officers’  horses 
For  clothing  of  officers’  servants 
For  the  expenses  of  the  board  of  visit- 
ers 

For  arrearges  for  the  same  in  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-four  and  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-five 
For  fuel,  storage,  stationary,  printing, 
transportation  and  postage 
For  repairs,  improvements  of  buildings, 
grounds,  roads,  wharves,  boats  and 
fences 

For  pay  of  adjutant’s  and  quartermas- 
ter’s clerks 

For  philosophical  apparatus 
For  models  for  the  department  of  engi- 
neering 

For  models  for  the  drawing  department, 
apparatus  and  contingencies  for  the 
department  of  chemistry,  and  instru- 
ments and  repairs  for  the  mathemati- 
cal department 

For  the  purchase  and  repairs  of  instru- 
ments for  the  band 

For  incidental  expenses  of  the  depart- 
ment of  artillery 

For  increase  and  expenses  of  the  library 
For  miscellaneous  items  and  incidental 
expenses 

For  completing  the  chapel 
For  compensation  to  the  acting  profes- 
sor of  chemistry 

H.  R.  264. 

For  payment  of  volunteers,  and  for  rais- 
ing an  additional  regiment  of  dra- 
goons or  mounted  riflemen 

H.  R.  374. 

For  an  arsenal  in  the  state  of  North  Ca- 
rolina 

H.  R.  459. 

For  arsenal  at  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
lina 

H.  R.  406. 

For  the  protection  of  the  western  fron- 
tier, by  making  military  roads  and 
constructing  military  posts 


2,000 


2,308  56 
61  08 
1,223  31 


H.  R.  54. 

For  certain  fortifications  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six. 
For  the  preservation  of  Castle  Island 
and  repairs  of  Fort  Independence, 

Boston  harbor  100,000 

For  Fort  Warren,  Boston  harbor  200,000 

For  Fort  Adams,  Rhode  Island  200,000 

For  Fort  Schuyler,  East  river,  N.  York  200,000 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Columbus  and  Castle 
William,  and  of  officers’  quarters  on 
Governor’s  island,  N.  York  harbor  20,000 

For  Fort  Delaware,  Delaware  river  150,000 

For  Fort  Calhoun,  Virginia  150,000 

For  Fort  Caswell,  Oak  island,  North 

Carolina  60,000 

For  fortifications,  Charleston  harbor,  S. 

Carolina,  and  preservation  of  the  site  of 
Fort  Moultrie  150,000 

For  Fort  Pulaski,  Cockspur  island,  Geo.  170,000 

For  Fort  Pickens,  Pensacola,  Florida  50,000 

For  the  fort  at  Foster’s  bank,  Florida  160,000 

For  incidental  expenses  attending  re- 
pairs of  fortifications,  and  for  the  pur- 
chase of  additional  land  in  their  neigh- 
borhood 100,000 

For  contingencies  of  fortifications  10,000 

For  the  purchase  of  land  and  the  right 
of  way  on  Throg’s  Point,  in  Long 
Island  sound,  being  the  balance  of  the 
appropriation  of  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twent3?-six,  carried  to 
the  surplus  fund 

And  the  following  sums,  necessary  to 
close  accounts  in  the  office  of  the  third 
auditor,  viz: 

For  a fort  on  Cockspur  island,  Georgia 
For  contingencies  of  fortifications 
For  fortifications  at  Pensacola 
For  the  armament  of  fortifications,  in 
addition  to  the  amount  included  in 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  army  for  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  includ- 
ing cannon,  mortars,  howitzers,  gun 
carriages,  howitzer  carriages,  mortar 
beds,  powder,  cannon  balls,  shells  and 
for  the  transportation  of  the  ordnance 
and  ordnance  stores;  and  for  the  pur- 
chase of  twenty  acres  of  land  adjoin- 
ing the  Kennebeck  arsenal,  Maine; 
and  the  purchase  of  land  inclosing  the 
the  rear  of  the  public  ground  with  a 
brick  wall  and  coping  at  the  Frank- 
ford  arsenal,  Pennsylvania;  and  con- 
structing a forging  shop,  one  story 
high,  seventy-five  by  forty  feet,  of 
brick,  at  the  arsenal,  Watertown, 
Massachusetts;  and  in  the  purchase  of 
382  48  a steam  engine  of  eight-horse  power; 

and  for  the  quarters  of  officers  at  Fort 
Monroe  arsenal  400,000 

For  Fort  McHenry,  Redoubt  Wood,  and 

Covington  batteiy,  near  Baltimore  50,000 

For  Fort  Monroe  150,000 

For  the  repairs  of  Fort  Marion,  and  the 

sea  wall  at  St.  Augustine,  Florida  50,000 

For  knapsacks  and  camp  equipage  for 

volunteers  or  militia  52,705 

For  accoutrements  for  the  army  102,305 

For  the  purchase  of  sites,  and  the  con- 
struction of  arsenals  for  the  deposite 
of  arms  in  Arkansas,  Missouri,  and  at 
Memphis,  in  Tennessee 
For  the  purchase  of  twenty-eight  fire 
engines,  and  the  necessary  apparatus 
For  store  houses  at  Newport,  Kentucky 
For  purchasing  seven  acres  of  land,  in- 
cluding the  site  of  the  powder  maga- 
zine attached  to  the  arsenal  at  St. 

Louis,  Missouri 

For  erecting  a piazza  in  front  of  the 
building  occupied  as  barracks,  by  the 
troops  at  Augusta  arsenal,  Georgia  450 

For  barracks,  quarters,  storehouses,  hos- 
pital, stables  and  materials  for  the 
same,  at  Fort  Jesup,  Louisiana  25,000 

For  rebuilding  the  wharf  at  Fort  Wol- 
cott, Newport,  Rhode  Island  500 

For  constructing  a wood  yard  and  wharf 

at  Fort  Monroe,  Virginia  1,000 

For  constructing  a wharf  at  Fort  Severn, 

Maryland  1,000 

For  rebuilding  and  repairing  barracks, 
quarters,  hospital,  storehouses  and 
materials  for  the  sime,  at  Fort  Brady, 
Michigan  territory  5,000 

For  the  purchase  of  land  adjoining  Fort 

Sullivan,  and  the  buildings  thereon  3,750 

For  the  following  objects,  in  addition  to 
$4,607,298  92  former  appropriate  vs  for  the  same: 


For  national  armory  at  Harper’s  Ferry 
For  national  armory  at  Springfield 
For  the  purchase  or  manufacture  of 
light  brass  and  iron  field  artillery,  and 
for  construction  of  field  artillery,  car- 
riages, caissons,  and  travelling  for- 
ges 

For  the  construction  of  furnaces  for 
heatinsr  cannon  balls 
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H.  R.  53. 

For  the  naval  service  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-six. 

For  pay  of  commissioned,  warrant  and 
petty  officers,  and  of  seamen  $2,318,017  16 

For  pay  of  superintendents,  naval  con- 
structors, and  all  the  civil  establish- 
ment at  the  several  yards  68,340 

For  provisions  782,263  75 

For  repair  of  vessels  1,065,000 

For  medicines  and  surgical  instru- 
ments and  hospital  stores  41,000 

For  the  navy  yard  at  Portsmouth,  N. 

Hampshire  67,000 

For  the  navy  yard  at  Charlestown, 

Massachusetts  199,575 

For  the  navy  yard  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  S4,300 
For  the  navy  yard  at  Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania  11,750 

For  the  navy  yard  at  Washington  37,500 

For  the  navy  yard  at  Gosport,  Va.  167,000 

For  the  navy  yard  at  Pensacola  49,000 

For  wharves  and  their  appendages  at 
the  navy  yard  at  Pensacola,  as  re- 
commended by  the  secretary  of  the 
navy  150,000 

For  powder  magazine  17,000 

For  wall  or  inclosure  of  brick,  three 
yards  high,  and  a half-yard  thick, 
as  recommended  by  com.  Dallas  24,000 

For  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  64,900 

For  sundry  enumerated  contingent 

expenses  321,600 

For  contingent  expenses  not  enume- 
rated 3,000 

For  completing  the  steam  vessel  build- 
ing at  Brooklyn  150,000 

For  completing  the  navy  hospitals 
near  New  York  and  Boston,  repair- 
ing the  naval  asylums,  and  all  other 
hospitals,  and  for  preparing  suita- 
ble burying  grounds  45,410 

For  completing  the  powder  magazines 
near  New  York  and  Boston  19,200 

For  pay  of  the  marine  corps  163,077  25 

For  provisions  for  said  corps,  serving 
on  shore,  and  for  servants  and  wash- 
erwomen 33,517  72 

For  clothing  38,655 

For  fuel  14,589 

For  the  purchase  of  sites,  and  the 
erection  of  barracks,  near  the  navy 
yards  at  Charlestown,  Gosport  and 
Pensacola  150,000 

For  repairs  of  barracks  near  Ports- 
mouth, New  Hampshire,  and  for 
repairs  at  the  other  stations  8,900 

For  transportation  of  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians 
and  privates,  and  expenses  of  re- 
cruiting 6,000 

For  medicines,  hospital  stores,  sur- 
gical instruments  and  pay  of  mat- 
ron 4,139  29 

For  military  stores,  pay  of  armorers, 
keeping  arms  in  repair,  drums,  fifes, 
flags,  accoutrements  and  ordnance 
stores  2,000 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  corps  17,977  93 

For  arrearages  for  defraying  the  ex- 
tra services  and  expenses  of  the 
officers  of  the  navy  engaged  in  the 
survey  of  the  coast  ana  harbors  of 
the  United  States 


For  a surveying  and  exploring  expe- 
dition to  the  Pacific  ocean  and  the 


1,500 


the  South  seas 


150,000 
$6,276,312  10 


H.  R.  52. 

For  the  .payment  of  ])ensioncrs. 

For  the  revolutionary  pensioners  347,629 

For  the  invalid  pensioners  105,825 

For  pensions  to  widows  and  orphans, 
payable  through  the  office  of  the 
third  auditor  2,000 


$455,454 

[to  be  concluded  in  oub  next.] 
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QCr’The  president  of  the  United  States  left  the 
Hermitage  on  the  11th  ult.  for  Washington,  and  is 
daily  expected  in  that  city. 

Cct’The  majority  of  the  Maryland  senatorial  elec- 
tors continue  in  session  at  Annapolis,  and  manifest 
no  disposition  to  adjourn — they  have  published  a 
reply  to  the  exposition  of  the  minority,  which  is 
inserted  in  the  present  sheet.  We  also  publish 
certain  proceedings  of  the  citizens  of  Baltimore  at 
a town  meeting  held  on  Monday  last  in  Monument 
Square,  and  the  resolutions  of  the  Van  Buren  cen- 
tral committee  of  Frederick  county,  recommending 
the  withdrawal  of  the  delegate  ticket,  and  the  card 
of  the  candidates  on  complying  with  the  request. 
Contrasted  with  these  latter  proceedings,  our  read- 
ers will  also  find  certain  resolutions  of  the  citizens 
of  Allegany  county,  censuring  the  conduct  of  the 
recusant  electors,  and  a card  from  the  Van  Buren 
candidates  avowing  their  determination  to  remain 
in  the  field.  In  our  next  number,  we  will  place 
on  record  a number  of  other  important  papers  in 
relation  to  the  late  movement,  that  a full  and  impar- 
tial history  of  it  may  be  preserved. 

Maryland  loans.  The  Annapolis  Republican 
of  the  27th  inst.  after  stating  that  the  executive 
council  had  adjourned,  after  having  remained  in 
session  from  Tuesday,  the  20th,  until  Saturday  last, 
says — They  considered  it,  we  believe,  inexpedient, 
in  the  present  posture  of  our  state  concerns,  to  ap- 
point commissioners  to  negotiate  the  loans  autho- 
rised by  the  act  of  the  last  general  assembly.  Ac- 
cording to  the  tenure  of  that  act,  the  treasurer  of 
the  western  shore,  on  Friday  last,  being  furnished 
with  all  the  requisite  vouchers,  subscribed,  on  the 
part  of  the  state,  lor  the  stock  of  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  rail  road.  The  means  of  fulfilling  the 
obligation  thereby  contracted  depends  upon  the 
credit  of  the  state  in  the  cold,  calculating  money 
market  of  the  world.  If  a doubt  is  entertained  as 
to  the  stability  of  government  proposing  to  con- 
tract, the  price  of  the  risk  is  nearly  graduated  ac- 
cordingly by  those  whose  subsistence  depends  up-' 


the  Commercial  bank,  (Portsmouth),  the  Mer- 
chants’ bank,  (Boston),  the  Girard  bank,  (Phila- 
delphia), the  Union  bank,  (Baltimore), or  the  bank 
of  the  Metropolis,  (Washington),  as  may  be  most 
convenient  to  the  holders  of  the  certificates. 

Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Extensive  Indian  emigration.  The  Co- 
lumbus Sentinel  says  the  Creek  Indians  have 
nearly  all  been  gotton  under  way,  within  the  last 
week,  for  their  destined  homes  at  the  west.  Opo- 
thle  Yohola’s  party,  a party  from  the  neighborhood 
of  Wetumpka,  the  Ufaulas  on  the  Tallapoosa,  a 
party  from  the  neighborhood  of  Gunter’s  landing, 
another  from  Taladega,  and  Tuckabatehee  Hargo’s 
party  from  Chamber’s  county,  estimated  in  all  at 
upwards  of  thirteen  thousand  souls,  are  now  all  on 
their  way  to  the  far  west.  Jim  Boy  and  his  war- 
riors, with  a few  others  from  the  lower  towns,  all 
under  the  command  of  colonel  Lane,  go  to  Florida, 
leaving  their  families  at  home  until  their  return, 
when  they  will  put  off  for  the  same  destination. 
And  thus  will  the  Creek  territory  be  entirely  rid  of 
this  unfortunate  but  troublesome  population. 

Benjamin  Rathbun.  A committee  of  the  cre- 
ditors of  Benjamin  Rathbun  having  arrived  at 
Buffalo  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  his  affairs, 
finding  that  his  personal  liberty  was  indispensable 
to  their  operations,  directed  their  counsel,  Samuel 
Dutcher,  esq.  of  Albany,  to  make  an  application  to 
the  circuit  court,  then  in  session  in  Buffalo,  to  ad- 
mit Mr.  R.  to  bail.  Mr.  Dutcher,  on  Thursday  the 
22d  ult.  made  a motion  to  that  effect,  assisted  by 
H.  K.  Smith  and  Thos.  T.  Sherwood,  esqs.  counsel 
for  Rathbun,  which  was  argued  at  length  and  stre- 
nuously opposed  by  Geo.  P.  Barber,  esq.  district  at- 
torney; and  the  court  in  the  afternoon  determined 
to  admit  him  to  bail  in  the  sum  of  $'60,000.  On 
Saturday  last  the  requisite  security  was  given,  and 
Mr.  Rathbun  returned  to  his  family. 

The  Buffalo  Commercial  of  the  24th  ult.  says 
that,  the  investigations  already  made  have  given 
toiifidence  to  the  committee  that  the  property  as 


on  the  interest  of  the  money  they  lend.  The  law  •sip;,  pi,  will,  under  judicious  management,  extin- 
of  last  session,  on  the  other  hand,  wisely  limits  the  "guish  all  the  claims  on  his  estate. 


price  at  w.iich  a debt  shall  be  incurred,  and  a pre- 
mium is  to  be  obtained  which,  when  invested  as  a 
sinking  fund,  will  be  adequate  to  the  discharge  of 
the  debt  before  it  will  become  due.  Unless  tliese 
terms  can  be  obtained,  no  loan  is  to  be  made.  Our 
readers  can  form  their  own  opinions  as  to  the  pre- 
sent prospects  of  the  progress  of  our  internal  im- 
provements. 

Singular  coincidences.  When,  in  1787,  the 
legislature  of  Pennsylvania  had  before  them  a reso- 
lution for  calling  a convention  to  deliberate  upon 
the  proposed  constitution  of  the  United  States,  the 
minority  endeavored  to  defeat,  or,  as  they  said,  to 
postpone  the  passing  of  the  resolution,  by  absent- 
ing themselves  from  the  house.  That  minority  con- 
sisted of  nineteen  members.  In  the  debate  on  the 
subject,  a member,  Mr.  Clymer,  remarked  that  three 
years  before,  a similar  secession  had  taken  place; 
that  the  same  number  of  members,  namely,  nine- 
teen, had  then  absconded,  and  there  was  the  same 
number  of  laws  ready  to  be  compared  on  the  table. 
The  seceders  from  the  Maryland  college  of  elec- 
tors are  also  nineteen.  In  the  Pennsylvania  case 
two  of  the  recreant  members  were  brought  to  the 
house,  nolens  volcns,  by  the  citizens,  but  with  as 
much  respect  as  the  occasion  would  allow,  and  a 
very  amusing  debate  took  place  on  the  question 
whether  they  were  present  or  not.  The  resolution, 
however,  was  passed,  the  convention  called  under 
it,  and  the  constitution  accepted  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing majority  of  the  people.  \_U.  S.  Gazette. 

Cholera  at  Charleston.  The  reports  were, 
on  21st,  10  cases,  4 white  and  6 black,  1 dead — 1 
more  death  of  the  preceding  day’s  report;  22d,  10 
cases,  2 whites,  S blacks,  1 dead;  23d,  27  cases,  5 
whites,  22  blacks,  9 dead — one  death  of  the  preced- 
ing day’s  report;  24th,  12  cases,  1 white,  11  blacks, 

4 (lead. 

Neapolitan  indemnity.  Treasury  department., 
September  30,  1836.  Notice  is  hereby  given,  that 
the  nett  proceeds  of  the  third  instalment  of  the 
Neapolitan  indemnity,  will  be  paid  on  the  5th  day 
of  October  next,  by  the  bank  of  America,  either  in 
New  York  city,  or  at  the  Maine  bank,  (Portland), 
Vol  LI—  Sig.  5. 


Michigan.  The  returns,  thus  far,  of  the  elec- 
tion for  fifty  delegates  to  assemble  at  Ann  Arbor,  to 
express  their  assent  or  dissent  to  the  late  act  of  con- 
gress for  the  admission  of  Michigan,  with  the  pre- 
scribed boundary,  &c.  render  it  certain  that  a large 
majority  of  delegates  have  been  elected  who  are 
opposed  to  the  stipulations  of  that  act.  In  this  event 
Michigan  will  have  no  senators  or  representative  in 
congress  at  the  next  session,  nor  any  vote  in  the 
coming  election  of  president  and  vice  president  of 
the  United  States. 

Rail  roads  can  be  traced  back,  as  it  is  stated,  to 
the  year  1680.  At  that  period  coals  came  to  be  a 
substitute  for  wood  as  fuel  in  London  and  other 
parts  of  England.  The  consequence  was  that  from 
the  increased  demand  at  the  mines,  the  greatest  in- 
convenience accrued  in  conveying  the  coal  from 
thence  to  the  ships,  as  well  as  immense  expenses 
for  the  horses  and  laborers  employed;  for  the  pur- 
pose of  removing  which,  wagon  roads  were  at  first 
made,  consisting  of  wooden  rails  or  ledges,  fitted  to 
allow  the  wheels  of  the  wagons  to  run  upon  them. 
By  this  improvement  it  was  found  that  a single 
horse  could  easily  draw  on  these  rails,  which  had 
previously  required  three  or  more  horses.  In  1738 
a farther  improvement  was  made  by  substituting 
cast  iron  rails  instead  of  the  wooden  ones.  The 
old  fashioned  wagons,  however,  being  still  employ- 
ed, were  found  inconvenient.  These  were  dispens- 
ed with  about  the  year  1770,  and  instead  of  one  great 
wagon,  a number  of  smaller  wagons,  each  capable  of 
containing  one  or  two  tons,  were  used,  being  link- 
ed together  with  chains.  By  thus  diffusing  the 
weight  over  a larger  portion  of  the  railway,  the 
principal  cause  of  the  failure  in  the  first  instance 
was  removed.  From  this  time  cast  iron  railways 
began  to  be  constructed  as  branches  to  canals,  and 
in  some  places  as  roads  of  traffic  from  one  place  to 
another. 

American  and  British  shipping.  The  Bri- 
tish house  of  commons  at  their  last  session,  having 
appointed  a select  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
cause  of  shipwrecks  in  the  British  merchant  ser- 
vice, that  committee  in  August  last  made  a long 


and  detailed  report,  which  (says  the  N.  York  Times) 
we  find  in  the  London  Courier  of  the  18th  and  20th 
of  August.  The  report  contains  the  following  de- 
served compliments  to  the  mariners  of  the  United 
States: 

21.  Experiments  in  American  vessels.  That  the 
happiest  effects  have  resulted  from  the  experiments 
tried  in  the  American  navy  and  merchant  service 
to  do  without  spirituous  liquors  as  an  habitual  arti- 
cle of  daily  use;  there  being  at  present  more  than 
1,000  sail  of  American  vessels  traversing  all  the  seas 
of  the  world,  in  every  climate,  without  the  use  of 
spirits  by  their  officers  and  crews,  and  being  in  con- 
sequence of  this  change,  in  so  much  greater  a state 
of  efficiency  and  safety  than  other  vessels  not  adopt- 
ing this  regulation,  that  the  public  insurance  com- 
panies in  America  make  a return  of  five  per  cent, 
of  the  premium  of  insurance  on  vessels  completing 
their  voyages  without  the  use  of  spirits,  while  the 
example  of  British  ships  sailing  from  Liverpool  on 
the  same  plan  have  been  productive  of  the  greatest 
benefit  to  the  ship  owners,  underwriters,  merchants, 
officers  and  crews. 

45.  American  shipping.  That  the  committee  can- 
not conclude  its  labors  without  calling  attention  to 
the  fact,  that  the  ships  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, frequenting  the  ports  of  England,  are  stated  by 
several  witnesses  to  be  superior  to  those  of  a similar 
class  amongst  the  ships  of  Great  Britain,  the  com- 
manders and  officers  being  generally  considered  to 
be  more  competent  as  seamen  and  navigators,  and 
more  uniformly  persons  of  education  than  the  com- 
manders and  officers  of  British  ships  of  a similar 
size  and  class  trading  from  England  to  America, 
while  the  seamen  of  the  United  States  are  consi- 
dered to  be  more  carefully  selected,  and  to  be  more 
efficient;  that  American  ships  sailing  from  Liver- 
pool to  New  York  have  a preference  over  English 
vessels  sailing  to  the  same  port,  both  as  to  freight 
and  rate  of  insurance;  and  higher  wages  being  given, 
their  whole  equipment  is  maintained  in  a higher 
state  of  perfection,  so  that  fewer  losses  occur;  and  as 
the  American  shipping  have  increased  of  late  years 
in  the  proportion  of  12  1-3  per  cent,  per  annum, 
while  the  British  shipping  have  increased  with- 
in the  same  period  orfly  1 1-2  per  cent,  per  annum, 
the  constantly  increasing  demand  for  seamen  by  the 
increasing  maritime  service  of  the  whole  world,  the 
numbers  cut  off  by  shipwreck,  and  the  temptations 
offered  by  the  superior  wages  of  American  vessels, 
cause  a large  number  of  British  seamen  ever)  year 
to  leave  the  service  of  their  own  country,  and  to 
embark  in  that  of  the  United  States,  and  these  com- 
prising chiefly  the  most  skilful  and  competent  of 
our  mariners,  produce  the  double  effect  of  improv- 
ing the  efficiency  of  American  crews,  and  in  the 
same  ratio,  diminishing  the  efficiency  of  the  British 
merchant  service. 

British  shipping  in  1235.  Total  number  of 
ships  cleared  inwards  and  outwards  in  1835 — in 


foreign  trade  only, 

Of  which  there  were 
British  ships 
Foreign  do. 

Tonnage  in  the  foreign  trade 
Of  which  there  were  in 
British  ships 
In  foreign 

The  total  number  of  ships  belonging  to 
Great  Britain  (small  coasters  not  in- 
cluded) in  1832 — was 
Tonnage  of  the  above 
Of  the  above  number  of  ships,  there 
were  belonging  to  Great  Britain 
To  the  British  colonies 


16,531 

11,740 

4,749 

2,952,854 

2,203,026 

749,828 


24.655 

2,617,638 

19,684 

4,771 


Public  lands.  The  United  States  owns,  at 
present,  of  surveyed  lands,  as  follows:  In  Ohio, 
4,100,492  acres;  in  Indiana,  11,459,156  acres;  in 
Illinois,  17,234,001  acres;  in  Missouri,  17,443,429 
acres;  in  Alabama,  22,586,058  acres;  in  Mississippi, 
12,921,301  acres;  in  Louisiana,  9,683,526  acres;  in 
Arkansas,  14,223,175  acres;  in  Michigan,  east  of  the 
lake,  9,104,697  acres;  in  Michigan,  west  of  the 
lake,  4,924,220  acres;  and  in  Florida,  6,792,909 
acres;  making  a totality  of  (in  round  numbers) 
about  132  millions  of  acres,  now  surveyed,  of  which 
122  millions  have  been  offered  at  public  sale,  and 
are  now  subject  to  entry,  and  about  ten  millions 
are  new  lands,  lately  surveyed,  and  ready  to  be  pro- 
claimed for  sale.  Besides  this  mass  of  surveyed 
lands,  (it  is,  in  fact,  four  or  five  millions  more,  for 
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the  surveyed  lands  of  this  year  are  not  included), 
the  United  States  own,  in  the  same  states  and  ter- 
ritories, about  200  millions  of  acres  to  which  the 
Indian  title  has  been  extinguished,  hut  which  is  not 
yet  surveyed,  and  about  80  millions  of  acres  to  which 
the  Indian  title  has  not  been  extinguished;  and  all 
this  exclusive  of  the  Desmoines  purchase,  an  ac- 
quisition of  great  value  and  extent,  west  of  the 
Mississippi  and  north  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  and 
which  of  itself  will  form  a great  state,  and  com- 
plete the  line  of  states  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  Falls  of 
St.  Anthony.  Here,  then,  is  an  aggregate  of  about 
340  millions  of  acres  of  public  land  within  the 
limits  of  the  states  and  territories,  of  which  132 
millions  are  now  ready  for  sale,  and  100  millions 
more  can  be  ready  as  soon  as  it  can  be  surveyed. 

[ Globe. 

Eastern  Africa.  A Mr.  Isaacs  has  lately 
published  in  England  an  account  of  Eastern  Afri- 
ca. He  left  St.  Helena  a boy  of  sixteen,  in  1824, 
with  lieutenant  King,  on  a voyage  to  Natal,  on  the 
south  eastern  coast  of  Africa,  in  quest  of  a lieuten- 
ant Farewell,  who  had  years  before  sailed  for  that 
port,  and  was  supposed  to  have  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  savages.  The  voyage  was  made  in 
safety,  till  the  vessel  entered  the  bay  of  Natal, 
where  she  was  wrecked.  All  on  board  were,  how- 
ever, saved,  and  the  shipwrecked  crew  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  with  Farewell’s  people,  who 
had  obtained  the  protection  of  the  Zoola  king,  and 
had  been  treated  by  him  with  every  mark  of  friend- 
ship. Mr.  Isaacs  landed  in  Natal  in  1825,  and 
during  his  residence  penetrated  some  hundreds  of 
miles  into  the  interior,  carrying  on  a bartering  trade 
with  the  natives  for  ivory.  He  describes  the  coun- 
try as  very  beautiful  and  well  watered;  the  air  as 
mild  and  genial;  the  soil  as  rich,  loamy  and  pro- 
ductive; and  the  climate  as  healthy  and  agreeable 
to  Europeans.  The  natives,  particularly  the  Zoolas, 
are  a fine  race  of  people,  and  capable  of  social  and 
moral  improvement.  The  Europeans  shipwrecked 
at  Natal  formed  a settlement,  in  which  they  were 
assisted  by  the  natives,  who  were  docile,  obedient, 
and  much  attached  to  the  “Melangoes,”  or  white 
men;  and  there  is  every  reason  to  conclude  that  the 
pi  ace  would  have  soon  become  the  neucelus  of  a 
flourishing  colony,  but  for  the  avarice  and  strife  of 
the  officers.  While  Mr.  Isaacs  lived  there  lieuten- 
ant King  died,  and  lieutenant  Farewell  was  mur- 
dered, while  making  an  excursion  in  the  interior. 
The  former  was  a gallant,  generous,  noble-minded 
man,  whose  conduct  procured  for  him  the  respect 
of  his  own  people,  and  the  veneration  of  the  na- 
tives, who  looked  up  to  him  as  a being  superior  to 
all  others.  [IF.  Y.  Evening  Post. 

Ship  building  on  the  lakes.  The  Buffalo 
Daily  Journal  states  that  the  most  approved  plans 
or  proportions  for  steam  vessels  built  for  the  lakes, 
are  as  follows:  In  a vessel  of  from  ISO  to  200  feet 

in  length,  one  foot  beam  to  about  six  and  three- 
quarters  oflength,  with  12  feet  of  hold,  &c.  There- 
fore, to  construct  a vessel  with  a much  less  beam 
than  29  or  30  feet  in  200,  with  a hold  of  12  feet, 
would  be  thought  impolitic,  as  the  requisite  strength 
or  safety  could  not  be  long  maintained  under  the 
operation  of  a heavy  engine,  and  of  course  her  at- 
tainment of  a great  velocity  would  be  much  lessen- 
ed or  impeded.  We  believe  that  some  of  the  best 
boats  which  have  been  remarkable  for  great  velo- 
city, have  been  as  1 to  10;  but,  as  before  observed, 
their  strength  is  thought  insufficient  to  answer  a 
good  purpose  on  the  lakes. 

Advice  of  William  Penn — extracted  from 
one  of  his  epistles  to  his  emigrants,  which  we  do 
not  recollect  to  have  seen  publicly  noticed: 

“Now,  for  you  who  think  of  going  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, I have  this  to  say  to  you,  by  way  of  caution. 
If  a hair  of  our  heads  fall  not  to  the  ground  with- 
out the  Providence  of  God,  remember  your  remo- 
val is  of  greater  moment.  Wherefore,  have  a due 
reverence  and  regard  to  his  good  Providence.  Go 
clear  in  yourselves  and  of  all  others.  Be  moderate 
in  expectation;  count  on  labor  before  a crop,  and 
cost  before  gain;  for  such  persons  will  best  endure 
difficulties,  if  they  come,  and  bear  the  success,  as 
well  as  find  the  comfort  that  usually  follow  such 
considerate  undertakings.” 

An  antique.  A venerable  and  beautiful  relic 
of  old  times  has  been  disinterred,  as  one  may  say, 
from  a burial  of  thirty  years  and  more,  in  Norfolk. 
This  is  nothing  less  than  the  mace,  employed  be- 
fore the  revolution,  by  the  borough  court,  as  a sym- 
bol of  authority.  It  is  of  richly  wrought  silver, 
three  feet  six  inches  long,  and  weighing  eighty-six 
ounces.  It  consists  of  a polished  staff',  having  a 
crown  on  the  top,  with  the  British  arms,  the  rose 


and  thistle,  and  other  devices.  The  crown  weighs 
twenty-eight  ounces.  From  an  inscription  on  the 
staff,  it  appears  that  this  beautiful  piece  of  work- 
manship was  presented  to  the  corporation  of  Nor- 
folk in  1753,  by  the  hon.  Robert  Dinwiddie,  then 
lieutenant  governor  of  Arirginia.  In  1790,  it  was 
committed  to  the  clerk  of  the  borough  court,  for 
safe  keeping,  and  by  him  deposited,  in  1S05,  in 
the  vault  of  the  Virginia  bank,  where  it  has  ever 
since  remained  undisturbed  and  almost  forgotten. 

Supposed  volcano  at  sea.  An  intelligent  ship- 
master writes  from  the  coast  of  California,  that  on 
his  passage  out,  “Thursday,  April  9,  1835,  in  lat.  7, 
N.  long.  99  West,  we  observed  some  little  things 
floating  by  the  ship,  which  on  examination  proved 
to  be  small  stones,  resembling  pumice  stone.  From 
their  appearance  I should  suppose  they  were  of 
volcanic  origin.  AFe  sailed  upwards  of  fifty  miles 
miles  through  them,  thinly  scattered  over  the  sur- 
face of  the  sea. 

AFe  were  about  540  miles  from  the  continent, 
600  from  Gallipogas,  and  600  from  Clipperton  rock. 
The  north  east  trade  winds  prevail  in  these  lati- 
tudes. I can  form  no  satisfactory  opinion  whence 
they  came,  excepting  from  some  volcanic  eruption 
at  the  bottom  of  the  ocean.  As  I send  you  speci- 
mens, you  can  forward  part  of  them  to  the  learned 
professor  Silliinan. 

“The  meteoric  shower  in  November,  1834,  was 
seen  in  California.”  [ Boston  Daily  Adv. 

Cure  for  cholera.  At  Laybach,  in  Illyria, 
the  cholera  broke  out  on  the  25th  of  June  last,  and 
in  four  days  more  than  400  of  its  inhabitants,  out 
of  a population  of  20,000,  died.  On  the  5th  day, 
there  was  an  earthquake, — from  which  moment  the 
intensity  of  the  disease  was  past.  It  may  therefore 
be  set  down  as  a probable  fact,  that  earthquakes  are 
a care  for  the  cholera.  Thunder  and  lightning  have 
frequently  been  found  to  exert  a similar  influence  in 
staying  the  progress  of  the  epidemic.  Desperate 
diseases  require  desperate  remedies.  Artificial  thun- 
der, or  the  firing  of  cannon,  has  sometimes  been 
resorted  to  for  the  same  purpose.  But  a mere 
shaking  of  the  atmosphere  does  not  occasion  that 
radical  change  in  it  which  is  effected  by  the  natural 
phenomena  above  mentioned.  Nevertheless,  the 
firing  of  cannon  has  sometimes  seemed  to  be  of  use 
in  dissipating  the  causes  of  the  disease. 

[IF.  Y.  Jour,  of  Con. 

ITEMS  OF  FOREIGN  NEWS 
From  Paris  papers  to  the  24th  and  Havre  to  the  2 6th 
ultimo. 

Accounts  had  been  received  at  Paris  of  the  for- 
mation of  the  new  ultra  liberal  ministry  in  Spain. 
M.  Isturiz,  minister  of  foreign  affairs  and  of  the  in- 
terior and  president  of  the  council.  Gen.  Soane, 
minister  of  war,  Senor  Galiano,  of  marine,  and  Sa- 
larte  of  finance.  The  minister  of  justice  not  yet 
appointed. 

Gen.  Evans  was  in  daily  expectation  of  a rein- 
forcement of  1,200  Spanish  troops,  who  had  obtain- 
ed leave  to  march  through  the  French  territory,  and 
on  their  arrival  it  was  supposed  that  he  would  make 
a vigorous  attack  on  the  Carlists.  The  head  quar- 
ters of  Don  Carlos  were  at  Villa  Franca. 

Reports  were  circulated  in  Paris  that  serious  dis- 
turbances had  taken  place  at  Madrid,  and  that  the 
queen  had  been  compelled  to  reinstate  M.Mendiza- 
bal;  but  no  authentic  intelligence  of  this  nature  had 
been  received. 

The  French  government  had  despatched  another 
expedition  in  search  of  La  Lilloise,  from  whicli  no 
tidings  have  been  received  for  three  years. 

It  is  said  that:  Talleyrand  was  dangerously  ill. 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  a letter  from  Rome. 
It  is  generally  known  that  the  family  of  Lucien  Bo- 
naparte reside  at  Canino,  of  which  he  is  the  proprie- 
tor. Two  of  his  sons,  giving  way  to  the  impetuosi- 
ty of  youth,  engaged  in  a quarrel  with  the  game 
keeper,  when  theHatter  was  killed.  The  Roman 
government  immediately  sent  a detachment  of  car- 
bineers to  the  spot,  with  an  order  to  arrest  the  two 
princes;  they,  however,  made  resistance,  and  were 
joined  by  other  young  men  of  the  neighborhood. — 
The  officer  commanding  the  detachment  was  shot 
dead  by  a pistol  from  one  of  the  princes.  The  con- 
test became  general;  several  persons  were  wounded, 
and  among  others,  the  sub-lieutenant  and  two  car- 
bineers dangerously  so.  The  government  force 
finally  obtained  the  victory;  one  of  the  princes  es- 
caped, but  the  other  was  immediately  sent  under  an 
escort  to  Rome,  where  he  arrived  on  the  5th,  short- 
ly after  the  news  of  the  event  had  reached  govern- 
ment. It  is  said  that  the  lieutenant  who  was  killed 
is  related  to  a prelate. 

AVAR  IN  FLORIDA. 

The  Tallahassee  Floridian  of  the  17th  announces 
the  arrival  of  the  Tennessee  volunteers,  and  speaks 


of  them  as  a fine  body  of  men,  brave,  handsomely 
equipped  and  well  mounted.  They  are  encamped 
about  six  miles  from  Tallahassee.’  Active  prepa- 
rations were  making  for  the  winter  campaign, 
which  will  be  directed  by  general  Call  in  person, 
general  Jesup  serving  as  a "volunteer.  According 
to  the  Mobile  Commercial  Register,  the  force  des- 
tined for  the  campaign  consists  of  600  regular  troops, 
500  marines,  1,600  Tennessee  volunteers,  and  if 
deemed  necessary  1,500  or  2,000  of  the  Alabama 
volunteers  now  in  service.  The  force  of  the  In- 
dians is  stated  at  2,500  men,  1,500  of  which  are  Se- 
minoles  (formerly  Red  Sticks  from  the  Creek  na- 
1 tion)  500  captured  negroes,  and  500  Creeks  who 
have  recently  joined  Oseola. 

It  is  said  that  the  Indian  warriors  engaged  by 
general  Jesup,  confidently  predict  that  there  will 
be  no  fighting — that  the  Seminoles  will  surrender 
as  did  their  people,  when  our  troops  were  sent 
against  them.  The  experience  ofthe  past  is  against 
this  opinion,  and  we  will  not  be  disappointed  if 
Oseola  not  continues  to  elude  the  vigilance  of 
our  troops  (which  cannot  penetrate  their  fastnesses 
in  the  hammocks  and  cypress  swamps  without  great 
loss)  until  the  arrival  of  the  warm  weather,  when 
the  country,  as  recently,  will  be  left  exposed  to  his 
depredations.  He  is  not  a foe  to  be  despised,  and 
such  is  the  discipline  of  his  warriors,  that  an  officer 
who  has  witnessed  their  conduct  in  the  field,  ex- 
presses an  opinion  that  as  soldiers  and  light  troops 
they  cannot  be  surpassed. 

From  the  following  extract  of  a letter,  received 
at  Jacksonville,  E F.  it  will  be  seen  that  Newnans- 
ville  has  been  relieved: 

On  the  5th  instant,  a train,  with  a supply  of  pro- 
visions, arms,  and  ammunition,  left  Garey’s  Ferrv 
for  Newnansville,  under  the  command  of  major 
Pierce.  Expecting  to  encounter  the  Indians  on  the 
march,  major  Pierce  directed  alltheellective  force, 
of  12  companies  to  accompany  the  train.  The 
command  consisted  of  about  150  regulars  and 
mounted  Florida  volunteers,  and  two  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery. It  reached  Newnansville  on  the  evening  of 
the  7th,  and  supplied  that  post  with  subsistence  lor 
two  months,  one  howitzer,  with  140  rounds  of  am- 
munition, canister  shot  and  shells,  and  10,000  mus- 
ket ball  cartridges,  and  as  large  a reinforcement  of 
regular  troops  was  also  left  as  the  commanding 
officer  of  that  station  considered  adequate  to  its 
protection.  It  is  highly  gratifying  to  be  enabled  to 

jte  that  Newnansville  continues  healthy.” 

Major  Peirce  had  returned  to  Garev's  Ferry.  The 
following  honorable  testimonial  of  his  conduct  in 
the  battle  at  Fort  Drane  was  transmitted  to  him  by 
governor  Call.  The  major  is  a gallant  officer,  and 
enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  troops  and  citizens  in 
a high  degree. 

Tallahassee,  Sej)t.  6. 

Sir:  I have  received  through  col.  Crane  a copy 
of  your  official  report  of  the  battle  at  Fort  Drane. 
Your  conduct,  and  that  of  the  officers  and  men  un- 
der your  command  on  that  occasion,  reflects  on  you 
and  upon  them  the  highest  credit.  To  have  beaten 
Powell,  with  one  third  of  his  iorce,  was  a proud 
achievement — and  I take  this  occasion  to  tender 
my  acknowledgment  to  you  and  to  your  command 
for  this  gallant  service.  I am  sir,  very  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  R.  K.  CALL,  commander-in-chief. 

Major  R.  K.  Pierce,  U.  S.  army. 

Major  Pierce  has  been  invested  by  gen.  Call  with 
the  independant  command  of  all  the  troops  west  of 
the  St.  Johns,  with  orders  to  col.  Crane  to  send  im- 
mediately all  his  disposable  force  from  St.  Augus- 
tine and  east  of  St.  Johns,  to  join  maj.  Pierce,  who 
is  to  report  to  the  governor  direct. 

AAre  see  it  also  stated,  that  gov.  Call  expects  to  be 
in  the  field  by  the  25th  inst.  with  1,600  Tennessee 
volunteers  and  the  middle  Florida  militia,  and  that 
major  Pierce  is  to.  join  him  with  all  the  regulars 
west  of  the  river  St.  Johns. 

In  a letter  from  lieutenant  col.  Mills,  dated  Fort 
Gilliland,  9th  instant  he  says: — “An  expedition  un- 
der captains  Beckham  and  Gilliland,  (during  my 
absence),  on  Sunday  pursued  a party  of  Indians, 
killed  one  and  took  six  horses  from  them.  No  loss 
on  our  side.” 

Information  was  brought  to  New  Orleans  by  the 
schooner  Emblem,  which  arrived  at  that  port  on 
the  15th  from  St.  Marks,  that  a fight  had  taken  place 
on  the  2d  September  near  Tallahassee,  between  104 
men  under  major  Sands,  and  200  of  Oseola’s  war- 
riors, in  which  the  latter  were  driven  from  the  field 
leaving  12  of  their  slain  behind.  Major  Sands  had 
but  one  man  wounded  and  none  killed. 

Since  the  above  was  in  type  we  received  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Tallahassee,  Sept.  IS,  1836. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  copies 
of  my  last  letters  to  general  Jesup  and  commodore 
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Dallas,  which  will  explain  to  you  fully  my  plans 
for  conducting  the  waragainstthe  Seminole  Indians. 
Since  the  date  of  those  letters,  I have  had  a personal 
interview  with  general  Jesup,  in  which  with  great 
magnanimity,  he  declines  the  command  of  the  army 
in  Florida,  and  proposes  to  serve  under  my  authority 
as  a volunteer.  It  is  gratifying  to  me  to  know  that 
the  country  will  have  the  benefit  of  his  talents  and 
experience,  even  though  he  declines  the  nominal 
command  of  the  army.  He  will  be  in  Florida  by 
the  25th  inst.  with  the  forces  under  his  command. 
I shall  march  to-morrow  at  the  head  of  the  Ten- 
nessee and  a small  number  of  the  Florida  volunteers, 

■ and  hope  to  meet  the  enemy  before  the  first  of  Oc- 
tober. I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  R-  K.  CALL, 

Commanding  the  army  in  Florida. 

The  hon.  Lewis  Cass,  secretary  of  war. 

Extract  of  a letter  to  a gentleman  in  Washington, 

from  an  officer  of  the  Tennessee  volunteers,  dated 
“Tallahassee,  Florida,  Sept.  18,  1830. 

“On  to-morrow  morning  we  take  up  the  line  of 
march  for  the  Wythlacoocnee.  Our  brigade  is  1,400 
strong,  under  the  command  of  general  Robert  Arm- 
strong, of  Nashville.  There  will  be  about  1.000 
Floridians  and  800  regulars,  with  2 or  300  Indians 
in  co-operation  with  us.  We  have  great  ambition 
and  high  hopes  of  putting  an  end  to  the  war.” 

The  Jacksonville  Courier  Extra  is  filled  with  the 
details  of  an  inroad  mads  by  the  Indians;  a hot  pur- 
suit, and  the  Indians  final  escape.  These  barbari- 
ties have  been  perpetrated  chiefly  upon  females. — 
The  Indians  have  appeared  within  seven  miles  of 
Jacksonville.  The  house  of  Mr.  Higginbotham  was 
attacked.  There  the  party  in  pursuit  found  two 
men  (one  of  whom  was  sick)  and  two  ladies  on 
guard  with  guns  in  their  hands.  The  Indians  had  not 
reappeared  after  their  being  beaten  oil'  before  Mr. 
Higginbotham  left  to  report  in  town.  On  a slight 
examination,  they  saw  a number  of  bullet  marks  in 
the  house  made  by  the  Indian’s  shots — and  saw  the 
clothes  of  the  younger  lady,  through  which  the  ball 
passed,  grazing  the  skin  of  her  person.  She  had 
arisen  early,  and  going  out  towards  a branch  for 
water,  when  the  attack  was  made  upon  the  house, 
between  which  and  herself  were  the  Indians.  The 
Indians  fired  at  her,  and  one  ball  passed  her  side 
so  close  as  to  cut  through  all  her  clothes  but  touch- 
ed not  her  body.  She  ran  to  the  branch  and  seated 
herself  therein,  and  subsequently  made  her  way 
into  the  house,  past  the  Indians,  in  safety. 

After  a little  time  spent  in  search,  the  party  un- 
der maj.  Hart  found  where  the  Indians  encamped 
the  night  previous,  not  three-fourths  of  a mile  from 
the  house,  and  also  the  spot  where  the  horses  were 
tied  while  the  attack  was  made  on  the  house. — 
From  that  spot  our  party  took  the  Indians’  trail. — 
It  struck  the  Tallahassee  road,  and  these  daring 
devils  kept  the  road  for  10  miles,  riding  at  full 
speed  as  their  trail  showed,  till  they  came  to  Mr. 
McCormick’s  house,  then  occupied  by  Mr.  Johns 
and  wifi,  on  the  road  IS  miles  from  Jacksonville. 
Our  party  in  pursuit  reached  this  house  about  4 
o’clock,  P.  M.  It  was  a smouldering  pile  of  ruins. 
On  examination,  maj.  Hart  states  that  they  found 
the  calcined  bones  of  a human  being  burned  in  the 
the  house.  A piece  of  the  back-bone  was  found 
with  some  flesh  upon  it.  The  skull  was  to  be  seen, 
but  at  the  touch  it  fell  in  and  crumbled  to  pieces. 
The  bones  were  mostly  reduced  to  ashes. 

Near  the  house  was  a quantity  of  hair,  to  appear- 
ance that  of  a female.  Thence  the  trail  seemed  to 
be  still  on  the  road,  and  our  men  pushed  on  with 
increased  speed  and  anxiety,  to  overtake  the  mur- 
dering Indians.  They  expected  to  do  so  at  the 
next  house  (Mr.  Lowder’s)  7 miles  ahead.  On  ar- 
riving there  they  found  the  house  abandoned  by 
the  two  females  and  their  children  who  lived  there, 
but  unvisited  by  the  Indians.  The  inmates  had 
evidently  fled  in  alarm,  as  the  dinner  they  were 
preparing  was  still  at  the  fire  and  warm,  of  which 
our  party  partook — and  then,  doubtful  of  the  trail 
they  were  on,  set  out  for  Mr.  Sparkman’s  four 
miles  distant.  It  was  after  night  when  they  reach- 
ed Mr.  Sparkman’s  nor  was  it  possible  for  them  to 
determine  whether  they  were  on  a trail  or  not. 
Great  distress  filled  the  house  of  Mr.  Sparkman. 
There  was  Mrs.  Johns — her  arm  laid  open  with  a 
rifle  bullet — a ball  shot  through  her  neck — and  her 
scalp,  so  far  as  the  hair  extended  over  her  head, 
most  horribly  and  manglingly  taken  off — and  she 
still  alive!  Good  God!  who  can  hear  the  recital  of 
such  a deed,  and  not  feel  horror  stricken  at  the 
cold-blooded  barbarity!  Who  can  hear  and  not  feel 
a thirst  to  revenge  such  outrage? 

She  was  able  to  stats  the  circumstances  of  the  at- 
tack upon  herself  and  her  husband.  They  were 
about  twenty  yards  from  the  house,  between  10 
and  11  o’clock  Thursday  morning,  when  the  In- 


dians showed  themselves  by  the  corner  of  a fence 
close  to  them.  The  Indians  fired  and  wounded 
Mr.  Johns  in  the  left  breast.  Both  ran  for  the 
house,  entered  and  closed  the  door.  The  Indians 
came  up  and  fired  on  the  house.  They  called  out 
in  English,  and  told  them  if  they  would  come  out 
they  should  not  be  hurt.  The  Indians  looked  in 
through  the  cracks  (the  house  was  made  of  logs) 
and  told  Mr.  Johns  and  his  wife  to  come  out;  but 
they  did  not  consent  to  do  so,  but  begged  for  their 
lives.  The  order  was  given  in  English  to  charge 
the  house. 

The  Indians  burst  in — shot  Mr.  Johns  through 
the  head — he  fell,  and  his  wife  fell  upon  his  body. 
An  Indian  dragged  her  to  the  door,  and  said  to  “hi- 
e-pus-cha,”  “go.”  She  asked  where,  and  he  point- 
ed toward  the  nead  of  Black  creek.  At  that  mo- 
ment she  saw  another  Indian  level  his  rifle — she 
threw  up  her  arm — the  Indian  fired — ami  the  ball 
passed  lengthwise  through  the  flesh  of  her  arm, 
passed  through  her  neck. 

She  fell.  The  Indian  came  up — dragged  her  into 
the  hall  of  the  house,  (the  house  is  what  is  called 
a double  log-house),  and  then  taking  out  her  comb 
and  tearing  the  string  from  her  hair,  scalped  her. 
He  did  not  tear  the  scalp  ofl',  but  cut  it  as  butchers 
take  the  skin  from  a beef.  During  this  operation 
Mrs.  Johns  was  sensible  to  what  was  doing.  She 
saw  the  Indian’s  scalping  knife,  and  says  it  was  a 
round  pointed  common  butcher-knife — she  lay  as  if 
dead.  The  Indians  plundered  the  house,  taking  a 
pair  of  portmanteau  containing  $100,  and  every 
thing  of  value — set  fire  to  the  house,  and  one  In- 
dian applied  the  torch  to  her  clothes — left  the  house 
— gave  a hoop,  and  hurried  off  in  the  direction,  she 
thought  from  their  noise,  off  the  head  of  Black 
creek.  She  felt  the  fire  of  her  clothes  upon  one 
leg,  and  as  soon  as  she  dared  to  move  so  much, 
grabbled  in  her  hand  a quantity  of  her  own  clotted 
blood,  with  which  she  put  out  her  burning  clothes. 
And  then  when  the  Indians  were  out  of  hearing, 
she  got  up — saw  her  murdered  husband’s  body  un- 
scalped and  unmoved  from  the  position  in  which 
he  at  first  had  fallen  except  that  the  Indians  had 
put  one  foot  up  on  the  edge  of  a table. 

The  house  was  on  fire — she  made  her  way  out  of 
it,  fainting  every  few  minutes.  She  reached  the 
edge  of  a swamp — got  some  water,  and  there  lay 
down,  unable  to  get  farther.  There  she  remained 
till  10  o’clock,  P.  M.  when  three  men,  Mr.  Johns, 
the  father  of  her  husband,  Mr.  Low'der,  and  McKin- 
ney came  along.  They  saw  the  burning  house  all 
fallen  in,  except  the  corners  of  the  logs,  the  body 
therein  burned — and  discovered  her, whom  they  took 
to  be  an  Indian  at  first,  then  a squaw.  On  advanc- 
ing to  her,  what  must  have  been  the  feelings  of  her 
father-in-law,  to  recognize  in  the  butchered,  blood}', 
almost  lifeless  woman,  his  daughter-in-law — and  to 
know  that  the  burned  human  frame  in  the  house 
was  that  of  his  son!  These  three  men  carried  her 
to  Mr.  Lowder’s,  and,  giving  the  inmates  of  the 
house  the  alarm,  and  taking  them,  the  two  females 
and  their  children,  went  on  to  Mr.  Sparkman’s — 
where  our  party  in  pursuit  of  the  Indians  found 
them,  as  above  stated. 

It  was  the  trail  of  these  men  that  was  mistaken 
for  that  of  the  Indians.  The  Indians  were  all 
mounted,  and  the  trail  was  therefore  easily  mistaken. 

That  these  cursed  butchers,  so  bold  as  to  come 
within  seven  miles  to  commit  their  depredations, 
should  escape  from  so  ready,  rapid,  and  hot  pursuit, 
and  that,  too,  from  men  of  known  bravery  and  per- 
severance, and  determined  at  every  hazard  to  over- 
take and  chastise  them,  gives  us  great  mortification 
and  pain.  They  did  all  that  man  could  do,  except 
running,  only  20  strong,  and  without  any  forage, 
into  the  nation  after  them,  which  would  have  been 
folly  and  rashness. 

Son  of  R\mhoun  Roy.  A son  of  the  celebrated 
Indian  prince,  Bamhoun  Roy,  has  been  for  some 
years  in  England,  where  he  is  receiving  an  educa- 
tion, with  a view  of  ascertaining  the  fitness  of  the 
Hindostanee  character  and  mental  capacity  to  fill 
civil  offices  in  India.  He  is  about  eighteen  or 
twenty  years  of  age. 


THE  WESTERN  FRONTIER. 

It  appears  bv  information  derived  by  the  St.  Louis 
Bulletin  from  the  Arkansas  papers  that  a requisi- 
tion has  been  made  by  gen.  Arbuckle  on  the  state 
for  troops  to  quell  the  disturbances  existing  among 
the  recently  emigrated  Creeks  and  Cherokees,  ori- 
ginated, as  is  supposed,  by  the  rival  claims  of  Roly 
McIntosh  and  Nea  Mathla  to  the  chiefalty  of  the 
nation.  Under  the  impression  that  the  conflict 
might  become  one  of  a sanguinary  character,  and 
involving  the  safety  of  the  frontier,  gen.  Arbuckle 
has  made  the  requisition,  and  it  is  believed  that  in 
no'  other  emergency  than  an  actual  infringement  of 
the  rights  of  the  border  settlers,  will  the  general 
consider  himself  authorised  to  interfere. 


The  troops  ordered  into  service,  together  with 
the  governor  and  his  aids,  proceeded,  on  the  25th, 
to  Fort  Towson,  where  they  are  to  be  armed  and 
equipped,  and  will  doubtless  be  ordered  across  to 
Fort  Gibson,  to  await  general  orders.  No  one 
seems  for  a moment  to  entertain  the  idea  that  these 
troops  will  be  required  on  our  Mexican  frontier. 

The  last  Arkansas  Gazette  says:  “Wo  learn,  by 

a letter  from  an  intelligent  gentleman  residing  in 
one  of  the  Indian  nations  west  of  Arkansas,  that 
the  Indian  country,  at  this  time,  is  in  a state  of  con- 
siderable excitement.  The  Creeks  and  Cherokees 
have  held  a secret  council,  at  which  it  is  believed, 
they  formed  an  alliance,  to  sustain  the  present 
Creek  chief,  Roly  McIntosh,  in  authority,  against 
the  claims  of  Nea  Mathla,  who  was  tbe  second 
chief  all  the  Creeks  east,  and  is  now  at  the  head  of 
a numerous  band  of  his  people  approaching  their 
newr  country  west.  A great  national  ball-play  look 
place,  a few  days  ago,  in  a remote  part  of  the 
Cherokee  nation,  where  it  is  supposed  their  plans 
were  developed  to  the  great  body  of  the  Cherokee 
people.  But  nothing  has  yet  happened,  or  is  likely 
to  happen,  to  disturb  the  slumber  of  the  good  peo- 
ple of  Arkansas.” 


TEXAS. 

By  an  arrival  at  New  Orleans,  in  4 days  from 
Galveston  island,  information  is  received  that  the 
Texian  army  (3,000  men),  had  removed  their  en- 
campment to  the  Garcite,  near  Matagorda  bay. — 
The  trial  of  Antonio  Lopez,  for  attempting  to  res- 
cue Santa  Ana,  was  to  take  place  in  a few  days. 
The  election  for  president  took  place  on  the  -5th 
instant.  General  Samuel  Houston  was  elected  pre- 
sident, and  M.  B.  Lamar  vice  president. 

Another  attempt,  which  proved  unsuccessful,  has 
been  made  by  a Spaniard,  of  the  name  of  Payes,  to 
rescue  Santa  Ana.  Upon  being  examined  he  stated 
that  he  was  employed  for  the  purpose  by  the  Mexi- 
can consul  of  New  Orleans. 

The  New  Orleans  Bulletin  of  the  15th  contains 
the  following  proclamation: 

From  the  Red  Rioer  Herald,  5th  Sept.  183(1. 

PROCLAMATION. 

Nacogdoches,  Terns,  29th  ./lug.  1836. 

To  the  citizens  of  Texas:  From  reports 
which  have  reached  me,  I am  induced  to  believe 
that  our  situation  is  unsafe:  qune  Cherokees  with 
the  native  Castillians,  have  returned  to  the  Chero- 
kee village  from  Matamoras,  and  say  that  the  In- 
dians of  the  Prairie  and  a Mexican  force  are  about 
to  attack  this  portion  of  Texas.  The  counties  of 
San  Augustine,  Sabine,  Tanahaw  and  Beval,  as 
well  as  Nacogdoches,  will  forthwdth  organize  the 
militia  of  each  county.  The  following  requisitions 
are  made  to  sustain  the  United  States  force  at  this 
place,  until  reinforcements  can  arrive  at  this  place 
from  general  Gaines,  viz: 

Sixty-four  from  San  Augustine,  56  from  Tana- 
haw, 56  from  Sabine  and  33  from  Beval.  The 
troops  will  repair  to  this  place  with  the  least  possi- 
ble delay,  and  report  to  the  commanding  general  as 
soon  as  they  arrive. 

This  call  is  made  through  the  judges  of  the  seve- 
ral counties,  and  must  he  regarded  as  the  law  of  the 
land;  the  troops  will  only  be  detained  a few  days, 
as  soon  as  gen.  Gaines  can  send  reinforcements  to 
this  place  they  will  be  discharged. 

Let  arms  and  ammunition  be  brought;  at  least 
one  hundred  rounds  are  requested.  Tbe  cominan- 
der-in-chief  will  be  with  the  freemen  of  Texas.  If 
they  have  to  meet  an  enemy  all  the  men  of  Texas 
must  have  their  arms  in  order — to  have  liberty,  we 
must  be  watchful. 

(Signed)  SAM.  HOUSTON, 

Commander-in-chief. 


MICHIGAN. 

The  following  letter  from  Mr.  Schoolcraft,  in  re- 
ply to  one  from  John  S.  Norvell,  one  of  the  senators 
elected  from  Michigan,  contains  much  valuable  in- 
formation in  relation  to  the  new  territory'  annexed 
to  Michigan,  by  the  recent  act  of  congress. 

Detroit,  .dug.  5,  1836. 

Dear  sir:  My  reply  to  your  note  of  the  2d  inst. 
respecting  Ihe  extent  and  value  of  the  territorial 
domain  annexed  by  congress  to  Michigan,  must 
necessarily  be  brief,  and  will  exclude  some  data, 
which  I could  not  well  introduce,  without  refer- 
ence to  my  manuscript  notes.  I have  no  hesitancy, 
however,  in  stating  such  facts  as  can  readily  be 
embodied,  nor  have  I any  objection  to  express  my 
opinions  of  the  value  and  character  of  the  region 
in  question,  whether  they  may  accord  with,  or  are 
opposed  to  public  opinion.  Little  time  and  search 
are  required  to  show,  that  congress  have  conferred 
a territorial  boundary  of  magnificent  extent  upon 
the  people  of  Michigan,  presenting  veiy  promi- 
nent geographical  features,  and  of  varied  va'ue. 
Portions  of  it  are  the  mere  development  of  subL'me 
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scenery,  which  appertains  to  that  comparatively- 
elevated  portion  of  the  continent.  Mountains  and 
lakes,  plains,  rivers  and  forests,  spread  over  it, 
with  a boldness  of  outlet,  which  may  be  said  to 
constitute  almost  a peculiar  type  in  North  Ameri- 
can geography.  This  division  embraces  the  mine- 
ral district  of  the  region.  Much  of  it  falls  under 
the  influence  of  causes,  which  render  it  of  little  or 
no  value  in  an  agricultural  point  of  view;  but  it 
may  in  future  be  regarded  as  the  seat  of  mining 
operations. 

Extensive  ranges  of  the  looser  sand  rock  have 
been  broken  down,  in  some  former  changes,  and 
redeposited  at  a lower  altitude,  in  extensive  plains 
and  ridges;  which  are  now  covered  with  forests  of 
ine.  These,  sandy  plains  are  crossed  by  rivers, 
aving  a free  descent  towards  the  lakes,  and  aflord 
the  requisite  power  of  converting  the  logs  into 
lumber.  Millions  of  acres  of  such  land,  which 
have  suffered  comparatively  little  by  fire,  stretch 
out  between  the  sources  of  the  Wisconsin,  Mon- 
treal, Ontanagon  and  St.  Mary’s;  and  it  is  proba- 
bly within  the  limits  of  a just  estimate  to  say,  that 
several  hundreds  of  mill  seats,  of  adequate  power, 
are  furnished  by  the  district. 

Such  is  the  aspect  of  the  larger  portion  of  the 
lake  Superior  lands.  They  extend  southerly,  to  a 
point  undetermined,  between  the  waters  of  that 
lake  and  of  lake  Michigan.  The  line  of  their  ter- 
mination is  the  point  of  junction  between  the  agri- 
cultural limestone  lands  of  the  west,  and  the  ma- 
rine sand  plains,  and  the  pine  heights,  above  indi- 
cated. Accuracy,  with  respect  to  either  kind  of 
the  soil,  either  in  acres  or  in  miles,  must  be  the  re- 
sult of  explanation  and  survey.  The  northern 
shores  of  lakes  Michigan  and  Huron,  as  far  as  point 
Detour,  are  exclusively  limestone,  where  rock  is  at 
all  visible,  arid  this  rock  is  characterized  by  the 
usual  indications  of  gypsum  or  brine  springs. 

The  growth  of  trees  in  the  newly  acquired  boun- 
bary  is  as  various  as  the  soils,  and  is,  in  general,  an 
accurate  index  of  its  fertility.  The  sugar  maple  is 
interspersed  throughout  the  tract,  being  separated 
by  the  sand  plains,  the  mountain  masses,  and  by 
tracts  of  spruce  lands.  The  tree  forms,  however, 
so  considerable  a portion  of  growth,  that  the  na- 
tives can  always,  by  a timely  removal  of  their 
camps,  rely  on  the  manufacture  of  sugar.  The 
beach  tree  is  found  as  far  north  as  Point  Iroquois, 
at  the  outlet  of  lake  Superior.  I regard  the  white 
oak,  however,  as  a surer  test  of  soil  and  climate  to- 
gether, than  any  other  of  our  forest  trees.  I doubt 
whether  this  tree  attains  to  any  size  in  a climate 
that  is  not  decidedly  congenial  to  agriculture. — 
The  rock  maple  and  the  red  oak  are  found,  at  inter- 
vals, throughout  the  northwest.  I have  seen  both 
species  at  the  source  of  the  Mississippi,  but  have 
not  observed  the  beach  north  of  the  locality  men- 
tioned, nor  the  white  oak  north  of  the  straits  of 
Michilimackinac. 

The  entire  area  comprehended  within  the  state 
limits,  west  of  lakes  Michigan  and  Huron,  cannot 
be  stated  with  accuracy,  in  the  present  unsurveyed 
state  of  the  country;  but  I cannot,  if  I have  used 
proper  data,  vary  greatly  from  twenty-two  millions 
of  acres,  about  six  millions  of  which  were  ceded 
by  the  lake  Indians  in  the  treaty  concluded  with 
them  at  Washington  in  March  last.  Five-sevenths 
of  the  whole  area  can  be  visited  in  vessels,  such  as 
ordinarily  navigate  the  lakes.  The  interior  abounds 
in  minor  lakes,  and  enjoys  a singular  advantage  of 
communication  by  its  streams  and  portages.  The 
area  included  between  the  three  great  lakes,  north 
of  Mackinac,  which  will  probably  hereafter  be  de- 
nominated the  upper  peninsula  of  Michigan,  em- 
braces the  present  settlements  at  Michilimackinac 
and  Sault  Ste.  Marie.  Taking  the  whole  extent 
of  the  annexed  territory,  from  Menomonee  river, 
following  the  curves  of  the  coast  1o  the  northwest 
limits  of  the  state  at  the  mouth  of  the  Moniaw,*  or 
Montreal  river  of  lake  Superior,  it  affords  not  less 
than  720  miles  of  additional  coast,  navigation;  and 
embraces  in  the  distance,  several  large  bays  and 
excellent  harbors.  About  forty  large  and  some 
sixty  small  streams  discharge  their  waters  into  the 
three  lakes  constituting  portions  of  the  boundary. 

Lake  Superior  lies  at  a level,  estimated  to' ex- 
ceed a fraction  of  40  feet  above  lake  Huron,  and  is 
connected  with  it  by  the  straits  of  St.  Mary’s.  The 
principal  fall  is  to  be  overcome  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie, 
where  the  river  sinks  its  level  about  twenty-two 
feet  in  three-fourths  of  a mile.  Vessels  can  ascend 
to  this  position.  Three  ship  locks,  of  about  seven 
feet  lift,  would  open  a communication  with  the  lake 
above,  adding,  according  to  the  various  estimates 
of  the  circumference  of  lake  Superior,  from  1,200 
to  1,600  miles  of  the  coast  navigation  to  the  voyage 
from  Buffalo.  The  structure  of  the  country  is  fa- 
vorable to  the  execution  of  the  work,  at  a reasonable 
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expense.  The  soil  is  clay  and  gravel,  underlayed 
by  sand  stone. 

The  number  of  fishing  stations  about  the  coast  is 
numerous,  and  the  points  were  fish  are  taken  are 
annually  increasing,  under  the  incipient  enterprise 
of  the  inhabitants.  It  would  be  difficult  to  esti- 
mate the  present  value  of  the  trade  or  commerce. 
Several  thousand  of  barrels  of  fish  are  put  up  an- 
nually. One  thousand  barrels  were  brought  from 
lake  Superior  the  present  season.  The  waters  of 
this  lake  are  probably  destined  to  yield  an  exhaust- 
less supply  of  this  article.  Twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars worth  of  fish  may  be  expected  to  be  barreled 
in  the  upper  lakes  the  present  year.  An  adequate 
capital  vested  in  fishing  vessels,  nets  and  other  ar- 
ticles, would  increase  the  amount  indefinitely. 
There  is  reason  to  infer,  that  the  present  reproduc- 
tion offish  annually  exceeds  the  number  taken. 

Leisure  does  not  permit  me  to  continue  these  re- 
marks. It  is  proposed  to  resume  them  at  the  ear- 
liest possible  moment  after  my  return  to  the  upper 
lakes,  and  to  give  short  notices  of  the  several  to- 
pics to  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  re- 
quest my  attention.  I am,  sir,  with  much  regard, 
yours,  &c.  HENRY  R.  SCHOOLCRAFT. 

Hon.  John  Norvell,  Detroit. 


THE  JUGGERNAUT  PAGODA. 

From,  the  London  Nautical  Magazine  for  August. 

The  town  of  Pooree,  in  which  the  Juggernaut 
Pagoda  stands,  is  situated  about  a mile  from  the 
sea,  and  is  Enclosed  by  jungle;  the  general  feature 
of  the  immediate  country  being  extensive  sandy 
plains.  It  is  a most  perfect  Hindoo  town,  consi- 
dered very  holy,  and  at  present  contains  ten  thou- 
sand inhabitants.  These  are  mostly  connected  with 
the  services  of  the  temple,  and  at  the  arrival  of  the 
pilgrims  are  fully  occupied  in  affording  lodging,  &c. 
The  houses  are  just  a remove  from  huts,  except  a 
few  belonging  to  the  priests  or  rich  farmers.  The 
fronts  are  mostly  daubed  with  rude  outlines  of  their 
gods,  all  monsters;  some  with  five  arms,  and  others 
without  any;  some  with  elephants’  heads,  and  these 
are  intermixed  with  peacocks  and  Ilindostanee 
characters.  Then  there  are  numerous  pagodas  and 
hospitals  for  sick  pilgrims,  which,  together  with 
the  temple,  and  other  curious  buildings  within  its 
surrounding  walls,  truly  present  a most  singular 
mass;  a jumble  of  squalid  superstition  and  vague 
idolatrous  grandeur. 

The  whole  population,  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren. elephants  and  favorite  cows,  are  all  marked 
on  the  forehead  with  various  colored  paint;  the 
painting  seems  to  be  arbitrary,  and  to  depend  on 
the  caprice  of  the  priest.  The  colors  employed  are 
red,  yellow  and  mud,  and  they  are  placed  in  dots, 
lines  and  curves.  This  general  daubing,  which  is 
common  all  over  Ilindostan,  takes  place  on  morn- 
ings and  evenings;  and,  thus  secured  from  evil,  the 
people  go  forth  to  their  labors  with  confidence  and 
alacrity.  I -witnessed  a mahout,  or  driver,  with  his 
elephants,  in  the  act  of  being  marked.  The  man 
had  first  dots  and  lines  placed  on  his  forehead,  and 
a stripe  down  his  nose;  then  the  elephant,  kneeling- 
down,  received  his  portion,  being  similar  to  the 
mahout’s,  a yellow  stripe  running  the  whole  length 
of  his  trunk;  his  tusks  were  capped  with  brass,  and 
certainly  when  he  walked  towards  a piece  of  water 
close  by,  he  looked  a most  noble  animal.  On  reach- 
ing the  margin  of  the  tank,  he  set  up  a loud  shout, 
and  commenced  spouting  the  water  up,  seeming 
highly  delighted. 

The  town  roads  are  very  deep  and  filthy,  being 
several  feet  lower  than  the  houses,  the  ascent  to 
which  is  by  steps  cut  out  of  the  sides  or  walls  of 
the  road,  and  a family  may  at  times  be  seen  walk- 
ing up  the  steps,  followed  into  the  house  by  their 
favorite  cow.  These  Brainanee  cows  are  mostly 
white,  and  delicately  formed,  having  deer-like  legs. 
Their  owners  take  delight  in  having  their  bodies 
fancifully  tatooed,  and  their  horns  brass-tipped. — 
They  are  indeed  highly  favored  throughout  Hindoo 
India. 

The  temple  of  Juggernaut,  or  of  “the  lord  of  the 
universe,”  stands  immediately  without  the  town  on 
its  N.  W.  side.  It  is  in  latitude  19  deg.  48  min. 
40  sec.  N.;  longitude  85  deg.  53  rain.  E.  and  lies 
nearly  S.  W.  from  Calcutta,  above  250  miles,  allow- 
ing for  the  windings  of  the  Hooghly.  Its  entire 
height  is  220  fret,  and  the  hill  on  which  it  is  built 
has  a considerable  elevation.  This,  with  other  mi- 
nor temples  and  shrines,  form  the  inner  court;  the 
walls  being  twelve  fe?t  high.  Outside  these  walls 
are  numerous  other  buildings,  viz:  temples,  cook- 
houses, &c.  and  the  whole  stands  within  a square 
enclosure,  with  walls  twenty  feet  high,  and  half  a 
mile  in  extent.  In  the  centre  of  each  side  of  the 
square  is  a large  gate;  the  principal  one,  facing  the 
east,  has  a lion  couchant  on  either  side;  hence  it  is 
called  the  Gate  of  the  Lions.  They  are  very  rude- 
ly formed,  and  in  point  of  sculpture  are  fit  asso- 


ciates for  the  great  idol  god,  Sri  Jeo,  and  his  com- 
panions. The  greater  part  of  the  exterior  walls  of 
the  temple  are  covered  with  representations  of  nu- 
merous Hindoo  gods,  and  other  objects  of  idolatry’; 
the  walls  of  the  courts  and  gates  are  also  similarly 
ornamented. 

In  front  of  the  Gate  of  the  Lions  is  an  open 
space,  in  the  centre  of  which  is  a handsome  basal- 
tic pillar,  and  here  the  bazaar  is  held;  from  this  there 
is  a good  road  to  the  westward,  over  a fine  level 
piece  of  ground  bordered  with  numerous  shrines, 
two  large  tanks  or  lakes,  and  a pleasant  country. — 

It  is  along  this  road  that  the  procession  of  the  cars 
pass.  There  are  several  festivals  held  during  the 
year;  but  the  Rutt  Jattra,  or  the  feast  of  the  cars,  is 
the  most  celebrated,  and  attracts  multitudes  from 
the  remotest  part  of  Hindostan.  The  idol  at  this 
festival  is  brought  to  the  Gate  of  the  Lions,  and 
placed  on  a stupendous  car,  from  forty  to  fifty  feet 
high,  supported  on  cumbrous  wheels.  The  car  has 
all  the  tinsel  and  gaudiness,  flags  and  other  decora- 
tions, befitting  barbaric  grandeur. 

The  idol,  a misshapen  block  of  wood,  being 
clothed  and  decorated,  and  the  whole  being  render- 
ed as  imposing  as  possible,  crowded  with  priests 
and  their  satellites,  and  preceded  by  richly  capari- 
soned elephants,  bearing  flags  and  tinkling  bells,  is 
dragged  forward  by  hundreds  of  men,  women  and 
children,  amid  the  shouts  and  yells  of  a countless 
multitude,  the  horrid  din  of  the  noisiest  and  rudest 
description  of  music,  and  forms  altogether  such  a 
scene  of  excitement  and  confusion  as  is  beyond  de- 
scription. In  this  manner  the  car  rolls  heavily  over 
the  road  above  mentioned,  leaving  deep  indents  in 
its  track,  and  wooing  any  excited  victim  to  be 
crushed  beneath  its  wheels,  the  car  proceeds  to  a 
distance  of  a mile  and  a half,  when  it  stops  in  front 
of  a pagoda,  with  enclosures,  &c.  similar,  on  a 
smaller  scale,  to  the  one  it  left.  At  this  pagoda  the 
idol  is  feasted  and  remains  some  time. 

Self-immolation,  I was  informed,  is  now  of  very 
rare  occurrence,  and  that  only  three  had  taken  place 
during  the  last  two  years;  it  was  supposed  one  of 
these  was  an  accident. 

The  car,  or  rath,  I examined,  had  sixteen  heavy 
solid  wheels,  the  axletrecs  of  the  extreme  wheels 
being  the  shortest,  and  gradually  increasing  in 
length  to  the  centre  axle;  the  two  front  and  'hind 
wheels  were  the  nearest,  and  the  centre  ones  the 
farthest  apart. 

The  tax  levied  bv  government,  (company’s)  on 
the  pilgrims  at  this  festival,  is.veiy  considerable,  be- 
ing from  five  to  three  rupees  each,  according  as 
they  come  from  the  northward  or  southward,  and 
two  rupees,  S anas;  for  every’  week  they  remain. — 
The  priests  and  their  agents  are  also  paid  several 
rupees;  the  expense  of  which,  w ith  that  of  purchas- 
ing holy  food  and  lodging,  is  felt  as  a heavy  exac- 
tion on  the  greater  number  of  these  pobr  people, 
thousands  of  whom  struggle  onwards,  with  only’  the 
necessary  tax  secreted  oh  some  part  of  their  per- 
sons, depending  for  subsistence,  during  their  long 
and  weary  pilgrimage,  on  the  precarious  charity  of 
the  country  through  which  they  have  to  pass.  Hun- 
dreds, who  are  unable  to  raise  tire  required  sum, 
are,  by  permission  of  the  proper  authorities,  admit- 
ted gratis.  Several  Hindoo  princes  maintain  hospi- 
tals for  sick  pilgrims,  and  otherwise  contribute  to 
the  support  of  Juggernaut. 

The  great  loss' of  life  attending  this  festival, 
which  takes  place  during  the  sickly  season,  cither 
in  May  or  June,  is  sufficiently  manifest,  the  sur- 
rounding sands  being  thickly  strewed  with  human 
bones.  The  great  scavengers  of  India,  the  vulture, 
adjutant  and  crow,  the  jackall  and  Parian  dog,  here 
feast  to  satiety.  Hence,  during  the  greatest  mor- 
tality, which,  when  cholera  steps  in,  is  awfully 
great,  the  atmosphere  is  scarcely  tainted.  A few 
hours  are  sufficient  to  strip  a body;  ants  and  other 
insects,  with  a scorching  sun,  quickly  complete  the 
skeleton;  and  the  sand,  moved  by  every  breeze,  in 
a short  time  covers  the  whole;  and  this  home  of 
death  exhibits  not  a trace  of  the  extraordinary 
scenes  so  lately  enacted. 

The  Juggernaut  festival  is  also  celebrated,  but  on 
a very  minor  scale,  at  Trijicomalee,  Madras,  near 
Calcutta,  and  other  parts  of  India;  and  it  is  to  be 
feared  that  there  is  very  little,  if  any  abatement,  in 
the  enthusiasm  connected  with  this  popular  super- 
stition, than  which  a more  unintellectual  or  profligate 
system,  perhaps  never  debased  the  human  race. — 
Pooree  being  the  fountain-head  of  this  idolatry,  of- 
fers a noble  field  for  missionary  labors;  and  a sta- 
tion being  established  there,  may  be  of  incalculable 
benefit. 

Fifteen  miles  to  the  eastward  of  the  temple,  and 
at  about  its  distance  from  the  sea,  are  the  ruins  of 
the  Kunnareccor,  or  Black  Pagoda.  This  was  for- 
merly a place  in  much  estimation,  but  having  been 
struck  with  lightning,  was  in  consequence  desecrat- 
ed. It  may  be  known  from  seaward  by  its  resem 
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blance  to  a black  building  having  a high  spiral 
chimney,  such  as  we  often  see  in  our  manufactur- 
ing towns.  On  the  coast  to  the  westward  of  the 
temple,  and  at  the  distance  of  six  miles,  is  the  Nar- 
singapatam  Pagoda;  it  is  very  small,  and  its  white 
top  is  just  visible  above  a cluster  of  trees.  Still 
farther  to  the  westward  is  the  Manikpatain  Pagoda. 


ATTACK  ON  JUDGE  BERMUDEZ. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  horrible 
affair  in  New  Orleans,  alluded  to  in  the  last  “Re- 
gister.” 

On  Monday  the  5th  of  September,  judge  Bermu- 
dez, let  to  bail  a Mr.  Giquel,  who  was  imprisoned 
under  a charge  of  having  murdered  a Mr.  Brux  in 
an  affray  which  occurred,  a short  time  previous,  in 
one  of  the  streets  of  New  Orleans.  It  was  apparent, 
says  the  New  Orleans  Bulletin,  that  public  opinion 
was  against  the  decision  of  the  judge,  and  that 
some  excitement  was  occasioned  by  it.  Little, 
however,  did  we  imagine  that  it  would  extend  so 
far  as  to  produce  the  lamentable  results  of  Monday 
night.  On  this  night  it  appears  that  some  personal 
friend  of  Mr.  Brux,  who  had  been  killed  by  Gi- 
quel, in  company  with  several  other  individuals, 
feeling  exasperated  at  the  release  of  Giquel,  and 
the  judge  who  had  been  the  author  of  it,  proceeded 
to  the  residence  of  judge  Bermudez,  with  a view 
to  Lynch  him , or  to  inflict  some  severe  punishment 
upon  his  person. 

“They  knocked  at  the  door  of  his  house,  which 
upon  being  opened  by  him,  some  individuals  de- 
manded if  he  were  judge  Bermudez, and, if  he  were, 
that  he  must  go  along  or  march  with  them.  One 
of  the  individuals,  Mr.  Bailey,  we  are  informed, 
put  his  hands  on  the  judge,  using  some  force,  with 
a view  to  get  him  along,  in  consequence  of  which  a 
scuffle  ensued,  which  resulted  in  the  death  of  Mr. 
Bailey,  he  being  stabbed  with  a sword.  A Mr. 
Eagan  was  at  the  same  engaged  in  an  attack  on  the 
judge,  and  was  killed  by  the  discharge  of  a double 
barrelled  gun,  by  a young  man  passing  the  night  in 
the  house  of  the  judge.  Upon  the  death  of  these 
individuals,  the  others  in  front  immediately  left. 
These  are  in  substance  the  particulars  of  this  lamen- 
table business,  so  far  as  we  have  heard.  That  two 
young  men  of  fine  prospects,  and  holding  a highly 
respectable  standing  in  society,  with  a large  circle 
of  relatives  and  friends,  to  lament  with  bitterness 
their  death,  should  have  lent  themselves  in  an  evil 
hour  to  those  most  unfortunate  and  illegal  measures, 
is  to  us  a source  of  unaffected  grief. 

The  New  Orleans  American  of  the  8th  ult.  says: 
“Merida,  who  was  wounded  on  Monday  night  at 
the  house  of  ju^ge  Burmudez,  has  since  died  [mak- 
ing three  killed  on  the  occasion].  Woodlief,  who 
was  taken  prisoner  on  the  same  night,  has  been  li- 
berated on  bail.” 

The  coroner’s  inquest  which  was  held  on  the 
bodies  of  the  killed,  returned  a verdict  of  “justifia- 
ble homicide.” 

It  appears  from  further  facts  developed,  connected 
with  the  death  of  the  individuals  who  attempted  to 
Lynch  judge  Bermudez,  that  his  wife  performed  a 
principal  part  in  the  scene,  having  with  her  own 
hand  slain  one  of  the  deceased. 

“Had  it  not  been  for  her  timely  interference  the 
assailants  would  have  succeeded  in  their  nefarious 
purpose.  Four  of  them  had  seized  the  judge,  and 
whilst  he  was  struggling,  she  rushed  into  the  room 
with  his  sword,  with  which  he  killed  one,  when  he 
was  almost  down,  by  a back-handed  stroke.  She 
herself  grappled  another.  A negro  is  also  stated  to 
have  fought  most  furiously  for  his  master  and  mis- 
tress. Bailey,  one  of  the  slain,  was  from  Boston, 
and  Eagan,  the  other,  from  St.  Thomas.  The  judge 
is  described  as  a very  active  man,  somewhat  above 
the  middle  size,  and  about  35  years  old.” 


NEW  GRANADA. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a letter  written 
at  Bogota  the  first  day  of  J uly  last: 

“The  congress  of  New  Granada  adjourned  the 
29th  of  May,  and  in  the  course  of  their  session  took 
up  the  subject  of  internal  improvements  upon  a 
grand  scale,  having  passed  an  act  making  large  ap- 
propriations of  land  lor  a rail  or  Macadamized  road 
across  the  isthmus  of  Panama,  with  the  exclusive 
privilege  for  forty-five  years.  This  contract  was 
obtained  by  col.  Charles  Biddle,  a citizen  of  the 
United  States,  in  conjunction  with  a few  capitalists 
here,  and  promises,  if  completed,  to  be  of  immense 
importance  to  our  commerce,  and  indeed  to  that  of 
the  whole  world,  as  it  must  become,  in  a few  years, 
the  highway  of  nations  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  and 
will  enable  our  whaling  ships  to  make  their  return 
every  six  months,  instead  of  three  years,  as  well  as 
save  a dangerous  voyage  around  Cape  Horn.  In 
this  matter  the  charge  of  the  United  States  (gen. 
McAfee)  gave  all  the  aid  in  his  power. 


“A  company  has  also  been  organized  to  make  a 
road  from  Popayan  to  the  Pacific,  a distance  of 
about  thirty-three  leagues;  and,  also,  another  com- 
pany to  construct  a similar  road  from  Buena  Ven- 
tura, on  the  Pacific,  to  Cali,  on  the  Cauca  river, 
thirty  leagues  distant,  which  will  open  that  rich 
valley  (of  Cauca)  to  our  trade  across  the  isthmus. 
Exertions  are  also  making  to  open  the  canal  from 
Barranca  to  Carthagena,  which  will  connect  all 
this  part  of  the  country,  and  that  watered  by  the 
Magdalena,  with  Carthagena.  If  these  projects 
succeed,  this  country  will  be  open  to  our  commerce 
in  every  direction. 

“The  congress  also  have  passed  a new  decree, 
admitting  our  barrels,  hogsheads,  staves  and  hoops 
free  of  duty.  This  passed  at  the  session  of  1S35, 
but  was  unfortunately  encumbered  with  the  alcaba- 
la  duty  on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  which  de- 
feated the  intention  of  congress.  This  is  now  re- 
moved, and  will,  of  course,  open  the  way  lor  the 
exportation  of  sugar  and  molasses. 

“A  decree  to  sustain  the  public  credit  passed, 
which  provides  for  the  payment  of  the  third  part  of 
the  interest  on  the  whole  public  debt.  This  decree 
sets  apart  the  tobacco  and  public  lands,  as  well  as 
an  eighth  part  of  the  customs. 

“The  payment  of  our  claims  on  Colombia  are  de- 
ferred until  the  three  states  (Venezuela,  New  Gra- 
nada and  Quito)  settle  their  proportions,  which  will 
not  take  place  very  soon,  unless  a mediator  or  arbi- 
trator is  called  upon  to  decide,  and  the  United  States 
are  the  only  nation  likely  to  be  called  on. 

“An  attack  was  made  upon  one  of  our  merchant 
vessels,  called  the  Tuscarora,  near  Porto  Bello. — 
Satisfaction  has  been  given  in  consequence  of  the 
interference  of  our  charge.  The  offenders  have 
been  punished,  and  an  order  given  that  the  goods 
which  had  been  taken  shall  be  restored.  The  re- 
presentation of  the  charge  was  promptly  attended 
to,  and  is  a proof  that  this  government  intends  to  act 
with  decision  in  relation  to  outrages  committed  on 
friendly  nations  within  its  borders.”  [Globe. 


REFORM  OR  REVOLUTION  IN  MARY- 
LAND. 

TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  MARYLAND. 

The  present  momentous  crisis  evidently  demands 
of  the  undersigned,  twenty-one  of  the  electors  cho- 
sen by  you  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  current 
month,  to  elect,  under  the  provisions  of  the  consti- 
tution, a senate  for  the  state  of  Maryland,  that  they 
should  submit  to  your  calm  consideration  the  causes 
wdiich  have  thus  far  prevented  them  from  discharg- 
ing their  solemn  trust,  and  the  principles  and  views 
by  which  they  have  been  governed  in  their  endea- 
vors to  accomplish  it. 

Sincerely  desirous  of  performing  with  scrupulous 
fidelity  the  duty  devolved  upon  them,  the  under- 
signed, in  conformity  with  the  practice  of  every 
prior  college  of  electors  since  the  14th  day  of  Au- 
gust, 1776,  determined  to  take  for  their  sole  and  ex- 
clusive guide  the  constitution  under  which  alone 
the  office  was  created,  its  duties  prescribed  and 
themselves  elected.  Recurring  to  that  instrument 
they  found  the  15th  section  to  be  in  these  words — 
“That  the  said  electors  of  senate  shall  meet  at  the 
city  of  Annapolis  or  such  other  place  as  shall  be 
appointed  for  convening  the  legislature,  on  the  3d 
Monday  of  September,  1781,  and  on  the  same  day 
in  every  fifth  year  forever  thereafter;  and  they,  or 
any  twenty-four  of  them,  so  met,  shall  proceed  to 
elect,  and  by  ballot,  either  out  of  their  own  body  or 
the  people  at  large,  fifteen  senators,  (nine  of  whom 
to  be  residents  of  the  Western,  and  six  to  be.  resi- 
dents on  the  Eastern  Shore)  men  of  the  most  wis- 
dom, experience  and  virtue,  above  twenty-five  years 
of  age,  residents  of  the  state  above  three  whole  years 
next  preceding  the  election.” 

They  also  found  that  by  an  amendment  of  the 
constitution  proposed  by  the  act  of  1822,  ch.  204, 
and  confirmed  by  the  act  of  1823,  ch.  116,  each  elec- 
tor of  the  senate,  before  he  could  act  as  such,  was 
bound  to  take  the  following  oath  of  office — “I  do 
swear  (or  affirm  as  the  case  may  be)  that  I will  be 
faithful  and  bear  true  allegiance  to  the  state  of  Ma- 
ryland, and  that  I will,  support  the  constitution  and 
laws  thereof;  and  that  I will  to  the  best  of  my 
skill  and  judgment  diligently  and  faithfully,  with 
out  partiality  or  prejudice,  execute  the  office  of 
elector  according  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this 
state.”  And  by  the  18th  section  of  the  original  in- 
strument which  is  so  far  unrepealed,  that  such  oath 
was  to  be  taken  by  the  electors  immediately  on  their 
meeting.  These  provisions  were  too  plain  to  be 
misunderstood — They  are  obvious  as  every  organic 
law  especially  should  be,  to  the  dullest  capacity; 
with  our  duty  so  clearly  and  specifically  defined, 
we  assembled  in  compliance  with  universal  usage 
in  the  senate  chamber  at  Annapolis,  on  Monday 
last,  the  third  Monday  in  September,  at  12  o’clock, 
and  immediately  qualified  by  taking  the  oaths  of  of- 


fice— as  however  only  twenty-one  (the  undersign- 
ed) did  so  assemble  and  qualify,  as  the  constitution 
by  its  letter  seemed  to  require  that  twenty-four 
should  be  present  at  the  election  of  a senate,  we 
waited  patiently  for  the  other  nineteen  members 
elect  to  join  us — We  knew  that  they  were  in  the 
city  and  confidently  anticipated  that  they  would 
take  the  oaths  of  office  in  the  course  of  the  day  and 
organise  the  college — A report  however  soon  reach- 
ed us  that  they  had  resolved  not  to  unite  with  us, 
in  the  performance  of  a common  manifest  duty, 
except  upon  conditions,  to  be  previously  prescrib- 
ed by  them. 

At  first  we  did  not  credit  the  rumor.  We  did  not 
believe  it  possible  that  any  mere  agents  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Maryland,  selected  for  a specific  purpose,  the 
performance  of  a single  and  well  defined  duty, 
would  gravely  determine  to  make  it  depend  upon 
any  thing  else  than  a fair  construction  of  the  con- 
stitution and  the  laws.  We  could  not  suppose  that 
we,  who  were  known  to  be  under  the  most  sacred 
and  solemn  obligation  to  execute  a trust  faithfully 
and  conscientiously,  could  be  approached  with  a 
proposition  of  bargain  touching  the  performance  of 
our  duty.  We  never  for  a moment  entertained  the 
idea  of  trafficking  upon  such  a subject;  and  a proper 
self-respect,  together  with  the  palpable  obligations 
of  duty,  precluded  all  of  us  from  listening  to  such  a 
proposition  coming  from  any  quarter,  however  re- 
spectful in  its  language;  and  still  less  could  we  re- 
ceive it  from  any  other  than  a member  of  the  col- 
lege, duly  qualified  as  such.  Our  duties  were  most 
clearly  pointed  out  by  the  constitution,  and  we 
were  not  only  bound  as  good  citizens  to  support  it, 
but  our  very  oath  of  office  made  it  our  particular 
and  sacred  duty  to  uphold  it  in  all  its  integrity. — 
The  votes  we  were  to  cast  for  senators  were  not  to 
be  given  as  our  votes,  but  as  those  of  the  people  of 
Maryland.  They  had  by  their  constitution  laid 
down  the  rules,  and  the  only  rules,  which  were  to 
govern  us;  and  we  should  have  been  false  to  them, 
and  false  to  our  oaths,  if  we  had  permitted  any  other 
to  be  prescribed  to  us. 

AVe  soon  ascertained  that  there  was  too  much 
truth  in  the  rumor  to  which  we  have  referred,  and 
that  a misguided  partizan  feeling  was  threatening 
tile  state  with  anarchy  and  its  terrible  results.  Hop- 
ing for  a returning  sense  of  duty,  we  continued  in 
session  nearly  the  whole  of  each  day,  until  Wed- 
nesday last,  the  third  day  of  our  session,  when, 
without  taking  the  oaths  of  office,  the  whole  of  the 
nineteen  electors  left  the  city  of  Annapolis,  and  the 
state  without  a senate.  Whether  they  are  to  return 
or  not,  depends  upon  you.  It  becomes  yon  to  act 
promptly  and  decidedly.  Be  not  deceived  by  the 
cry  of  reform.  Many  of  the  undersigned,  and  those 
by  whom  they  were  immediately  elected,  are  in  fa- 
vor of  reform  to  a certain  extent  and  by  constitu- 
tional means.  Revolution  is  not  reform.  The  his- 
tory of  the  world  reads  us  aw  ful  lessons  of  the  form- 
er. Nothing  can  justify  it,  except,  in  the  language 
of  your  bill  of  rights,  “the  ends  of  government  are 
perverted  and  the  public  liberty  endangered,  and  all 
other  means  of  redress  are  inefficient.”  Can  these 
things  be  predicated  of  Maryland,  of  a constitution 
adopted  by  men  as  pure,  free  and  patriotic  as  ever 
lived?  Time  may  have  rendered  some  of  its  pro- 
visions unsuitable  to  the  present  condition  of  the 
state.  Some  changes  are  proper  and  necessary,  but 
who  can  say  that  liberty  is  manifestly  endangered, 
and  that  all  other  means  of  redress  are  ineffectual, 
but  revolution. 

It  is  for  you,  freemen  of  Maryland,  to  decide  upon 
the  destiny  of  your  state,  whether  she  is  to  continue 
the  pride  and  boast  of  her  sons,  or  be  involved  in 
all  the  horrors  of  revolution.  Do  not  deceive  your- 
selves; the  moment  an  effort  is  made,  unauthorised 
by  the  constitution,  to  organize  a diii'erent  govern- 
ment— the  moment  it  is  understood  that  we  are  re- 
solved into  the  original  elements  of  society — the 
moment  it  is  attempted  to  force  upon  the  people  a 
new'  constitution,  in  any  other  mode  than  that  pro- 
vided by  the  existing  instrument.  Maryland  ceases 
to  exist.  Once  gone,  she  will  be  no  more,  forever. 

AVe  now  propose  briefly  to  examine  the  grounds 
upon  which  your  nineteen  agents  seek  to  justify 
their  conduct.  They  are  found  in  an  address  for  the 
first  time  published  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  after 
they  had  abandoned  their  trust  at  Annapolis.  You 
are  there  told  that  it  is  not  the  purpose  of  these 
gentlemen  to  meet  us  in  college,  and  that  the  power 
which  was  delegated  to  them  is  surrendered  into 
your  hands,  and  that  no  senate,  because  of  their 
absenting  themselves,  can  be  constitutionally  cho- 
sen, or  will  hereafter  exist  in  Maryland  under  the 
present  constitution. 

AVaving,  for  the  present,  all  question  as  to  the 
right  of  such  agents  to  surrender  their  office,  what 
are  the  reasons  given  for  their  conduct?  we  have  a 
right  to  examine  them,  because  they  are  designed 
to  cast  upon  us  the  responsibility  of  the  present 
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alarming  crisis  of  affairs.  We  are  told  that  they 
would  have  been  willing  to  have  gone  into  the  elec- 
tion, to  have  made  a senate  whose  powers  would 
have  been  necessarily  limited  by  the  constitution 
as  it  is,  if  before  doing  so  the  undersigned  should 
have  given  them  a pledge  to  vote  for  eight  persons 
as  senators  to  be  named  by  them,  and  this  pledge 
they  assert  they  had  a right  to  exact,  because  they 
received  a majority  of  all  the  votes  taken  at  the 
electoral  election,  and  desired  some  radical  changes 
in  the  constitution  and  form  of  government.  Pass- 
ing by,  for  the  present,  the  question  whether  elec- 
tors of  the  senate  could,  consistently  with  their 
oaths,  and  the  nature  of  the  trust  confided  to  them, 
give  any  such  pledge,  let  us  see  the  results  to  which 
the  principle  of  the  nineteen  would  lead. 

In  the  first  place  it  involves  a subversion  of  the 
very  constitution  we  had  sworn  to  support  by  the 
virtual  substitution  of  numerical  for  constitutional 
majorities.  It  requires  of  the  majority  of  the  col- 
lege to  surrender  their  judgments  and  their  oaths 
to  the  will  of  a minority.  It  destroys  the  only 
ground  upon  which  a representative  republic  can 
be  maintained,  and  consequently  aims  a fatal  blow 
at  all  our  forms  of  government,  state  and  general. 
This  might  be  shown  by  a variety  of  illustrations. 
One  will  be  sufficient.  A candidate  for  the  presi- 
dency (Mr.  Van  Buren  for  instance),  might  be 
elected  by  a very  large  majority  of  the  electoral 
votes,  a constitutional  majority,  and  his  right  to  of- 
fice would  bs  clear  beyond  all  doubt.  By  recur- 
ing, however,  to  the  votes  given  in  the  different 
states,  at  the  same  election,  it  might  be  that  an 
overwhelming  numerical  majority  was  against  him. 
For  example — Suppose  the  following  states  to  vote 
for  Pdr.  Van  Buren,  in  the  Order,  and  by  the  majo- 


New  York 

40 

electors  by  500 

Pennsylvania 

30 

500 

Virginia 

23 

500 

Kentucky 

15 

500 

Ohio 

21 

500 

Tennessee 

15 

500 

Massachusetts 

15 

500 

153 

3,500 

Here  would  be  153  electors,  a considerable  ma- 
jority of  the  whole  number,  elected  bv  a majority 
of  only  3,500  votes.  Now  suppose  all  the  other 
states.  New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut, 
New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Maryland,  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Vermont,  Louisiana,  In- 
diana, Alabama,  Mississippi,  Illinois,  Maine  and 
Missouri,  were  to  elect  their  130  electors,  all  op- 
posed to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  by  majorities  in  each  of 
5,000  votes,  or  in  all  85,000,  there  would  be  a nu- 
merical majority  against  him  of  81,500  votes.  Now 
what  would  be  thought  of  the  one  hundred  and  thirty 
minority  electors,  if  they  were  to  require  of  the 
president  elected  hv  a constitutional  majority  to  re- 
sign in  favor  of  the  candidate  of  their  choice,  be- 
cause they  had  been  elected  by  a large  numerical 
majority  of  all  the  votes  given  in  the  union,  and 
that  to  sneh  majority  lie  was  decidedly  obnoxious. 

What  would  the  nineteen,  who,  as  they  pro- 
claim to  you,  now  refuse  to  unite  with  us  upon 
such  a ground  alone,  say  to  such  a proposition  and 
above  all  what  would  be  said  by  every  good  citi- 
zen, every  lover  of  his  country,  if,  failing  in  the 
election  of  their  own  candidate,  the  states  electing 
the  minority  electors  should  refuse  to  perpetuate 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  by  refusing 
to  send  senators  or  delegates  to  congress?  Can  any 
man  doubt  that  such  a course  of  conduct  would  re- 
ceive, as  it  would  deserve,  the  indignant  reproba- 
tion of  every  freeman  in  the  land?  It  is  unneces- 
sary to  give  any  other  example  of  the  dangerous 
tendency  of  such  a doctrine.  Give  it  full  force  and 
the  government  of  the  union  and  of  every  state 
composing  it,  is  destroyed.  It  is  at  war  with  the 
theory  and  practice  of  all  representative  republi- 
can governments.  They  cannot  exist  an  instant 
under  its  influence,  and  we  solemnly  warn  you 
against  giving  it  a momentary  sanction. 

But,  in  this  particular  case  what  becomes  of  the 
principle  of  the  nineteen,  as  applied  to  themselves. 
Which  of  the  undersigned  was  elected  by  so  small 
a popular  vote  as  the  elector  from  Annapolis,  and 
yet  he  is  one  of  those  claiming  the  right  to  dictate 
to  a majority  of  the  college,  because  be  and  his  as- 
sociates, as  they  say,  represent  the  larger  part  of 
tire  white  population  of  the  state.  Now  which  of 
the  counties  lias  not  more  than  double  the  popula- 
tion of  that  city?  They  maintain  that  the  under- 
signed do  not  represent  the  people  of  their  respec- 
tive counties,  and  should  not  therefore,  select  sena- 
tors from  such  counties,  except  at  their  nomina- 
tion. If  this  doctrine  be  sound,  what  reason  can 
be  assigned  why  any  elector  has  the  right  to  vote 
upon  his  own  judgmen  t and  conscience  for  any  other 
senator  of  the  whole  fifteen  than  the  one  who  may 


be  selected  from  his  own  particular  county?  Why  ' 
is  it  that  we  are  not  as  much  the  representatives  of  i 
the  people  of  Baltimore,  as  are  the  electors,  from 
Caroline  county,  or  as  much  entitled  to  choose  a j 
senator  for  Frederick  county  as  are  the  electors  j 
from  Queen  Anne’s.  We  find  these  four  gentle- 1 
men,  a part  of  the  nineteen,  representing  the 
smaller  counties  and  elected  by  fewer  popular 
votes  than  many  of  the  undersigned,  and  yet  they 
are  of  the  number  who  claim  to  dictate  terms  to 
us,  upon  the  gratuitous  assumption  that  they  repre- 
sent the  larger  portion  of  the  population  of  the 
state.  It  is  impossible,  not  to  perceive  the  gross 
injustice  of  such  pretensions.  What  public  reason 
can  exist,  why  greater  power  should  be  allowed  to 
them  than  to  the  majority  of  the  college?  Or  what 
propriety  is  there  in  considering  them  the  especial 
representatives  of  the  more  populous  part  of  the 
state?  Is  it  because  there  is  some  magic  influence 
in  being  an  advocate  for  the  election  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  to  the  presidency  of  the  United  States. 
Will  a mere  party  name  invest  electors,  chosen  un- 
der their  own  state  constitution,  with  powers  utter- 
ly subsersive  of  the  very  constitution,  which,  if 
they  qualify,  they  swear  to  support?  Have  his 
partizans  the  uncontrolled  right  to  violate  clearly 
defined  constitutional  duties,  to  destroy  long  estab- 
lished forms  of  government,  if  it  is  believed  his 
election  will  be  thereby  promoted?  The  honest 
friends  of  that  candidate,  and  doubtless  he  has 
many  such,  may  hereafter  deeply  deplore  the  ex- 
cesses into  which,  in  times  of  high  political  excite- 
ment, some  partizans  seek  to  involve  them.  The 
question  now  in  Maryland  is  infinitely  above  all 
mere  questions  of  presidential  preference.  It  is  a 
question  of  constitutional  freedom.  If  the  state  go- 
vernment is  to  fall  by  the  means  now  taken  to 
overthrow  it,  the  calamity  will  he  felt  long  after 
the  names  of  Harrison,  White  and  Van  Buren  shall 
have  been  forgotten.  We  never  can  acquiesce  in 
the  demands  of  the  nineteen  unqualified  electors. 
Our  rights  and  powers  are  known  to  and  derived 
from  the  constitution  alone.  The  whole  body  of 
electors  represent  the  people  of  the  whole  state, 
elected  from  separate  districts,  on  a particular  day, 
and  in  a prescribed  form. 

They  are  not  elected  to  subserve  the  views  of 
any  political  division  of  the  people  of  any  county 
or  city  from  which  they  may  respectively  come, 
but  bound  by  the  most  solemn  obligations  to  their 
country  and  their  God,  to  be  faithful,  and  true  alle- 
giance bear  to  the  state  of  Maryland,  by  supporting 
her  constitution — as  it  is,  they  are  not  invested, 
nor  was  it  designed  that  they  should  be  invested 
with  any  power  to  render  negative  a single  one  of 
its  provisions. 

If  they  have  a right  to  disregard  any  one  article, 
they  may  with  equal  propriety  refuse  to  acknow- 
ledge the  whole.  If  any  nineteen  of  them  refuse 
to  elect  a senate  because  the  majority  will  not  vio- 
late their  own  plain  and  palpable  duties,  by  per- 
mitting them  to  select  a majority  of  the  senate, 
they  may,  with  like  reason,  hereafter,  upon  a simi- 
lar plea  of  numerical  majority,  deny  to  the  Eastern 
Shore  her  constitutional  right  to  six  members  of  the 
body.  In  a word,  there  is  not  a single  wholesome 
provision  by  which  the  territorial  rights  of  the  two 
great  sections  of  the  state  are  secured  by  the  pre- 
sent constitution,  which  may  not,  and  in  all  proba- 
bility will  not,  be  subverted  by  this  heresy  of  the 
absolute  and  controling  power  of  a numerical  majo- 
rity, and  the  mere  agents  of  such  a majority  may 
disregard  the  plain  written  words  of  the  constitu- 
tion, to  accomplish  their  immediate  purpose — ruin, 
inevitable  ruin,  must  be  the  consequence. 

But  if  the  nineteen  had  no  other  object  in  view, 
and  as  yet  they  have  avowed  none  other,  than  the 
election  of  a senate  favorable  to  a reform  of  the  con- 
stitution, why  did  they  not  come  into  the  college, 
take  the  oaths  of  office  and  vote  for  such  a senate? 
Who  can  say  that  a senate  of  that  description  would 
not  have  been  elected?  It  was  perfectly  well  known 
that  there  were  amongst  the  undersigned  many  fa- 
vorable to  reform,  and  if  nothing  more  was  desired 
by  the  nineteen  than  the  selection  of  a reform  se- 
nate, their  plain  course  was  to  have  met  the  college 
and  united  their  votes  with  those  of  the  undersign- 
ed who  are  constitutional  reformers.  Many  of  us 
desired  to  see  material  changes  in  the  constitution, 
and  are  not  now  for  the  first  time  expressing  that 
opinion,  as  will  appear  by  our  recorded  votes  as 
members  of  your  house  of  delegates.  Indeed  there 
is  not  one  of  us  who  is  not  willing  that  such  amend- 
ments of  the  constitution  should  be  made  as  are  just 
and  necessary;  hut  we  desire  to  see  them  accom- 
plished in  a peaceful  and  constitutional  mode,  with- 
out a gross  usurpation  of  power  ori  our  part,  or  a 
violent  disruption  of  the  bonds,  which  for  upwards 
of  sixty  years,  have  so  happily  united  the  people  of 
Maryland  in  peace  and  security.  All  that  we  can 
do  to  ensure  your  safety,  we  are  solicitous  and  de- 


termined to  perform.  It  is  our  business  to  elect 
fifteen  men  of  the  most  wisdom  and  experience  and 
virtue  in  the  state  to  constitute  one  branch  of  your 
legislature.  It  is  not  our  province  to  blot  a letter 
from  the  constitution.  Our  power  is  in  no  sense 
a legislative  one.  It  is  the  senate,  together  with 
the  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  legislature,  the  house 
of  delegates,  acting  under  a proper  sense  of  duty, 
guided  by  an  enlightened  public  opinion  who  can, 
alone,  constitutionally  legislate  for  your  wishes  or 
your  wants.  All  that  we  are  selected  to  accomplish 
is  the  choice  of  as  capable  and  virtuous  a senate  as 
we  can  make — that  done,  our  functions  are  at  an 
end,  and  in  our  opinion  not  until  then.  We  assert 
no  right  to  resign  the  trust  you  have  imposed  upon 
ns — it  is  a duty  we  have  assumed  for  the  public 
good  under  the  sanction,  of  the  constitution  which 
no  elector  can,  in  our  opinion  cast  off  at  pleasure, 
more  especially  when  he  has  sought  the  office  at  the 
hands  of  the  people.  Should  we  decline  its  exer- 
cise, we  have  no  doubt  that  the  laws  might  be  ap- 
pealed to  against  us — It  is  impossible  that  the  mere 
agents  of  the  people — trustees  appointed  to  do  an 
act  necessary  to  the  continuance  of  their  govern- 
ment, can  with  impunity  decline  the  trust  and  there- 
by possibly  involve  the  state  in  all  the  horrors  of 
anarchy. 

PEOPLE  OF  MARYLAND,  the  crisis  is  an 
awful  one — the  times  are  big  with  the  fate  of  free- 
dom— If  the  revolutionary  spirit,  now  stalking 
abroad  amongst  us,  is  not  promptly  subdued  by  the 
majesty  of  your  power,  upon  you  will  rest  the  fear- 
ful responsibility  of  being  the  first  in  the  country  of 
Washington,  to  give  to  liberty  a mortal  wound. — 
We  shall  to  the  last  endeavor  faithfully  to  perform 
our  duty  to  you,  and  to  ourselves — we  have  remain- 
ed patiently  at  the  seat  of  government,  keeping  the 
college  open  from  day  to  day  to  the  present  time, 
and  Here  we  are  resolved  to  continue  until  all  hope 
is  lost  of  the  return  of  the  absent  electors.  We  are 
determined  that,  if  confusion,  anarchy  and  ruin  are 
to  come  upon  us,  if  all  the  bright  hopes  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Maryland  are  to  be  forever  blasted,  and  our 
once  fair  and  happy  land  is  to  become  a scene  of 
desolation  and  terror,  we  w,ill  have  the  consolation 
of  reflecting,  in  the  midst  of  our  afflictions,  that  we 
have  faithfully  performed  our  duty. 

GEORGE  S.  LEIGH, 
BENEDEC?  I.  HEARD, 
GEORGE  VICKERS, 

JAMES  P.  GALE, 

JAMES  KENT, 

JAMES  A.  D.  DALRYMPLE, 
HENRY  BRAWNER, 

WILLIAM  D.  MERRICK, 
SOLOMON  DICKINSON, 
GEORGE  DUDLEY, 

■ WILLIAM  WILLIAMS,  jr. 
SAMUEL  J.  K.  HANDY, 
AVILLIAM  W.  LAKE, 
THOMAS  II.  HICKS, 

GEORGE  W.  DUVALL, 
THOMAS  G.  PRATT. 
THOMAS  A.  SPENCE, 

HENRY  FRANKLIN, 
EPHRAIM  GAITHER, 
RICHARD  BEALL, 

ANDREW  BRUCE. 

Annapolis,  September  2-1,  1S4C. 

GREAT  PUBLIC  MEETING. 

From  the  Baltimore  American  of  Tuesday  last. 

One  of  the  largest  and  most  respectable  meetings 
ever  convened  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  was  held  at 
Monument  Square  on  Monday,  the  20th  instant,  at 
3 1-2  o’clock,  P.  M.  On  motion  of  Columbus 
O’Donnell,  esq.  the  meeting  was  organized  by  the 
appointment  of  general  William  McDonald  as  pre- 
sident. 

On  motion  of  Daniel  Cobh,  esq.  the  following 
gentlemen  were  appointed  vice  presidents — John 
McKim,  jr.  Solomon  Ettine,  John  Dushane,  Luke 
Tiernan,  Robert  D.  Millholland.  William  If.  Conk- 
ling,  Jacob  Wolfe,  Solomon  Betts,  Samuel  Hoff- 
man, John  Gibson,  Joshua  Wall  and  Joseph  W. 
Patterson,  esqs. 

On  motion  of  S.  Owings  Hoffman,  esq.  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  were  appointed  secretaries: — 
Thomas  W.  Hall,  William  Crawford,  jr.  Osmond 
C.  Tiffany  and  William  G.  Harrison,  esqs. 

The  object  of  the  meeting  having  been  stated  by 
the  president.  John  V.  L.  McMahon,  esq.  offered 
the  following  address  and  resolutions,  which  he  sus- 
tained in  a strain  of  unsurpassed  eloquence  and 
force. 

He  was  followed  by  David  Stewart,  esq.  who 
moved  their  adoption  inaspccch  fraught  with  noble 
and  republican  sentiments. 

They  were  thereupon  unanimously  adopted: 

We,  the  citizens  ol  Baltimore,  opposed  to  revo- 
lution and  anarchy,  and  the  supporters  of  law,  or- 
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der  and  constitution*!  reform,  have  in  town  meet- 
ing assembled,  to  consider  the  recent  attempts  of 
some  of  our  public  agents  to  break  up  all  the  foun- 
dations of  our  government,  to  cut  society  loose 
from  all  its  moorings,  and  to  put  us,  our  wives,  our 
children,  our  institutions  and  all  we  hold  dear,  afloat 
upon  the  troubled  sea  of  revolution.  We  are  here 
assembled  to  lift  up  our  voices  in  denunciation  of 
these  attempts,  and  to  call  upon  our  fellow  citizens 
here,  and  throughout  the  state,  to  come  up  with  us 
to  the  rescue,  to  rally  around  the  banner  of  peace 
and  order,  and  by  the  instant  and  energetic  adop- 
tion of  the  constitutional  and  peaceful  measures 
which  yet  remain  to  us,  to  snatch  our  hitherto 
happy  and  favored  state  from  the  horrors  of  an- 
archy. 

The  crisis  to  which  we  have  arrived,  forces  upon 
us  the  most  painful  and  revolting  contrasts.  Placed 
by  the  hand  of  a bountiful  Providence  in  a central 
and  commanding  position  on  the  Atlantic  border  of 
our  country — the  untiring  energy  and  enterprise  of 
the  inhabitants  of  our  beloved  city  in  past  times, 
have  conducted  it  in  the  lapse  of  little  more  than 
half  a century,  from  the  humble  station  of  a fishing 
village,  to  the  third  city  of  the  union.  They  accom- 
plished this  under  many  difficulties  and  in  the  face 
of  much  opposition — with  rival  cities  on  either 
side,  who  had  started  far  ahead  of  her  in  the  con- 
test for  the  prize  of  the  great  and  hourly  growing 
commerce  of  the  great  west,  Baltimore  had  not 
lagged  behind  in  the  race,  but  with  gigantic  strides 
continued  to  approach  her  competitors.  Each 
day  of  the  contest  only  made  more  manifest  her 
advantages  in  position  over  all  her  rivals,  and  gave 
her  the  promise  of  assured  victory,  if  the  state  of 
Maryland,  whose  proud  emporium  she  was,  would 
but  follow  and  sustain  her  in  the  race.  For  years 
sectional  jealousies,  fomented  by  many  of  those 
who  now  stand  prominent  in  urging  her  to  the 
measures  of  revolution,  continued  to  retard  her 
progress.  Local  interests  which  were  natural  al- 
lies in  the  cause  of  state  improvement,  were  artful- 
ly arrayed  against  each  other  by  adversaries,  who 
rejoiced  in  thus  effecting  the  overthrow  of  all.  The 
seeds  of  mutual  distrust  between  city  and  county, 
were  thus  sown:  Baltimore  was  represented  as 
the  self-aggrandizing  capital,  who  sought  to  centre 
all  the  power,  influence  and  wealth  of  the  state  in 
herself,  and  the  counties  were,  in  turn,  denounced 
as  so  many  petty  communities  clothed  with  undue 
political  power  and  wielding  it  all  to  the  injury  of 
Baltimore.  Many  of  us  well  remember  the  results  of 
those  causeless  distrusts  and  jealousies,  and  the  re- 
collection of  them  forces  us  all  to  hope  they  may 
never  return.  A few  years  since  state  pride,  arous- 
ed from  her  long  sleep,  and  touched  by  her  im- 
pulses, from  that  period  to  this,  our  local  jealousies 
have  been  disappearing;  the  demagogues  who  sought 
to  inflame  the  people  of  our  state  by  exciting  in 
the  different  sections  of  it,  mutual  distrusts  of  each 
other’s  power  and  influence  in  the  government,  were 
passed  by  disregarded;  and  we  seemed  at  length  to 
have  become  in  feeling  brethren  of  one  great  politi- 
cal family,  in  every  section,  intent  only  upon  the 
welfare  and  advancement  of  our  common  state,  and 
proud  of  the  growing  wealth  and  prosperity  of  this, 
its  commercial  metropolis.  All  have  seen  the  work- 
ings of  this  change.  Baltimore,  under  the  shelter 
and  fostering  aid  of  the  state,  undertook  with  Her- 
culean energy,  the  prosecution  of  her  great  works 
of  internal  improvement:  and  at  the  last  session  of 
our  general  assembly,  when  our  city  seemed  to  be 
tiring  under  the  effort  to  continue  them,  the  legis- 
lature at  one  bound  provided  all  the  means  neces- 
sary for  their  completion,  and  for  the  elevation  of 
our  city  to  the  pinnacle  of  commercial  prosperity 
All  our  hopes  for  her  welfare  seemed  at  length 
gratified  in  prospect.  In  anticipation,  we  already 
beheld  her  the  queen  of  the  commercial  cities  of 
the  east,  the  Zcnobia  of  American  commerce.  Fired 
by  the  prospect,  the  energy  of  our  citizens  sprang 
up  to  fresh  exertions,  inactive  wealth  poured  itself 
out  from  the  coffers  where  it  had  long  lain  into  the 
lap  of  industry,  and  the  eye  of  enterprise  every 
where  throughout  our  land  was  turned  to  our  city. 
High  in  credit,  rich  in  our  internal  and  expected 
resources  as  a people,  ourcity  during  the  past  sum- 
mer has  every  where  presented  the  evidences  of  a 
rapidly  growing  and  prosperous  population. 

At  this  very  moment,  when  we  are  just  about  to 
reap  the  fruits  of  state  aid  to  our  great  enterprises, 
and  when  with  all  the  evidences  of  present  and 
prospective  prosperity  around  us,  flowing  from  the 
beneficence  of  our  state  government,  one  would 
suppose  we  were  filled  with  grateful  recollections, 
the  cry  of  revolution  is  raised  amongst  us,  the  hand 
of  the  disorganizer  is  uplifted  to  strike  down  our 
state  government  and  all  its  institutions:  and  we 
are  called  upon  at  the  bidding  of  men,  unknown  to 
us  in  all  our  efforts  for  the  advancement  of  our 


city,  or  known  only  as  hostile  to  it,  to  dash  the  cup 
of  prosperity  from  our  lips;  to  suspend  all  our  works 
of  internal  improvement;  to  break  our  government 
into  fragments  and  go  back  into  a state  of  nature  to 
recompose  it,  and  to  rekindle  in  the  struggle  over 
its  formation,  and  in  the  contests  for  relative  poli- 
tical power  under  it,  all  the  petty,  local  and  sec- 
tional jealousies  which  so  long  retarded  our  pros- 
perity. Nor  is  that  all — without  a single  develop- 
ed plan,  adopted  or  likely  to  be  adopted  for  our  fu- 
ture government,  and  agreeing  amongst  themselves 
in  nothing  but  the  intention  to  destroy  the  present, 
these  disorganizers,  whose  schemes  of  government 
are  so  various  that  even  the  lifetime  of  a Sieyes 
could  not  manufacture  constitutions  enough  to  meet 
them,  would  have  us  to  take  no  thought  for  the  fu- 
ture; and  having  brought  us  to  the  brink  of  revolu- 
tion would  plunge  us  orf  and  tell  us  to  trust  to  the 
accidents  of  the  future  for  our  escape  from  the 
gulph  of  anarchy. 

Before  we  consider  this  extraordinary  proposi- 
tion, we  would  ask: 

“ Who  are  they  who  have  forced  it  upon  our  atten- 
tion?” This  hold  proposition  to  overthrow  the 
whole  government  at  one  blow,  and  to  leave  us  in  a 
state  of  nature  and  to  the  chances  of  the  future  for 
the  establishment  of  a new  one,  is  submitted  to  us 
by  nineteen  individuals,  who  were  chosen  electors 
of  the  senate  of  Maryland  on  the  first  Monday  of 
September  last,  and  who,  in  that  official  capacity, 
affect  to  have  the  right  to  propose  it.  They  were 
elected  to  that  office  under  the  provisions  of  the 
14th  article  of  our  constitution;  and  their  powers 
ire  defined  hy  the  15th,  16th  and  17th  articles. — 
The  15th  article,  as  it  now  stands,  declares  : “That 
the  said  electors  of  the  senate  shall  meet  atthe  city 
of  Annapolis  on  the  third  Monday  of  September, 
1781,  and  on  the  same  day  in  every  fifth  year  for- 
ever thereafter,  and  they,  or  any  twenty-four  of 
them,  so  met,  shall  proceed  to  elect  by  ballot,  either 
out  of  their  own  body  or  the  people  at  large,  15 
senators,  9 of  whom  to  be  residents  of  the  western 
and  6 to  be  residents  on  the  eastern  shore — men  of 
the  most  wisdom  and  experience,  above  twenty- five 
years  of  age,  and  residents  of  the  state  above  three 
whole  years  next  preceding  the  election.”  The 
15th  article  having  thus  declared  in  the  strongest 
terms  the  obligation  of  those  electors  to  perform 
this  duty,  the  16th  and  17th  articles  direct  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  shall  qualify  and  conduct  their 
elections.  This  is  the  office  which  these  individuals 
sought  under  this  constitution;  the  office  of  the  people's 
agent  under  it,  selected  for  the  single  purpose  of  elect- 
ing a senate  to  continue  the  government  under  it. — 
They  stand,  therefore,  in  the  attitude  of  individuals 
who  sought  at  the  hands  of  the  people  an  office  hav- 
ing but  a single  duty  to  be  performed  under  it — the 
election  of  a senate  ; and  they  therefore  stood  pledg- 
ed to  their  constituents,  to  the  people  of  the  state, 
and  to  the  constitution  of  their  country,  to  make 
that  election,  by  the  very  act  of  asking  the  people 
to  devolve  upon  them  the  known  duty  of  electing  a 
senate.  They  stand  in  the  attitude  of  individuals 
who  knew,  when  they  offered  themselves  to  the 
people,  that  they  were  asking  them  to  put  upon 
themselves  the  solemn  duly  of  electing  that  senate. 
They  stand  in  the  attitude  of  individuals  who,  by 
asking  the  office  of  an  agent  under  the  constitution, 
stood  pledged  to  their  country  to  act  under  that  con- 
stitution, and  not  against  it.  Men  may  sometimes 
assume  offices  which  cast  upon  them  duties  they 
had  not  anticipated,  and  sometimes  unexpected  du- 
ties which  put  their  own  judgments  in  conflict  with 
that  of  their  constituents — we  stop  not  to  speak  of 
the  propriety  of  surrendering  their  official  power 
in  such  cases,  as  there  is  no  parallel  between  such 
and  the  case  of  these  electors.  Every  elector,  be- 
fore he  was  elected,  knew  the  exact  amount  of  in- 
fluence he  would  have  in  electing  a senate:  he  knew 
that  he  could  have  hut  one  vote  out  of  forty ; that, 
if  he  was  elected,  the  constitution  required  that  he 
should  elect  a senate,  and  that  twenty-one  electors, 
elected  from  any  section  of  the  state,  great  or  small, 
had,  under  the  constitution,  the  majority  of  power 
in  the  electoral  college.  If  the  power  which  the 
constitution  gave  him  when  elected  was  too  little, 
he  knew  it, , and,  by  accepting  it  with  this  know- 
ledge, he  agiytfd  to  take  it  and  exercise  it  as  the 
constitution  gave  it  to  him,  and  in  no  other  way. — 
And  even  if  it  were  for  a moment  admitted  that, 
when  the  power  is  accepted  with  a knowledge  of 
its  extent,  the  agent  could  turn  hack  from  the  exer- 
cise of  it  upon  the  pretence  that  it  was  not  large 
enough,  this  is  a question  the  consideration  of  which 
belongs  solely  to  his  constituents,  and  with  which 
he  has  not  the  least  right  to  meddle.  His  constitu- 
ents elected  every  elector  to  give  his  vote  under  the 
constitution  as  their  vote,  and  not  as  his  own:  and 
until  they  had  expressed  their  discontent  with  the 
power  they  had  given  him,  and  enjoined  him  not  to 
I exercise  it,  it  was  his  bounden  duty  to  act  it  out  as 


he  found  it.  We  do  not  admit  that  a constitutional 
duty  thus  assumed  could  even  then  be  properly  dis- 
obeyed. The  people  who  gave  the  power  under  the 
constitution,  and  the  agent  who  so  took,  are  alike 
bound  by  that  constitution  to  the  rest  of  the  state, 
to  exercise  it  as  that  constitution  gives  it. 

This  being,  in  our  view,  the  character  of  the  of- 
fice accepted  by  these  nineteen  electors,  they  re- 
paired to  Annapolis  at  the  time  appointed  for  the 
election  of  a senate;  and,  instead  of  proceeding  to 
discharge  their  duty  of  making  the  election,  they 
refuse  to  qualify,  and,  thus  declining  the  duties  of 
that  office,  they  yet  claim,  by  virtue  of  it,  that  the 
other  21  electors  shall  surrender  to  them  the  exclu- 
sive right  of  electing  a majority  of  the  senate,  and 
if  this  be  not  yielded,  refuse  to  act  as  electors,  upon 
the  sole  ground  that  the  very  power  to  which  they 
were  elected  is  not  as  great  as  it  ought  to  have 
been.  Of  these  nineteen,  thus  acting,  a large  ma- 
jority acted  wholly  without  even  the  color  of  in- 
structions from  their  constituents;  and  we  say,  with- 
out the  fear  of  contradiction,  that  several  of  those 
electors  acted  not  only  without  such,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  in  direct  defiance  of  the  will  of  their 
constituents,  as  manifested  on  every  occasion  in  all 
past  times  since  the  formation  of  the  constitution. 
Passing  by  all  the  rest,  the  recorded  votes  of  An- 
napolis, Caroline,  Queen  Anne’s  and  Montgomery 
have  ever  been  found  rallied  in  support  of  the  pre- 
sent constitution:  and  the  rights  which  these  have 
under  it  are  the  very  rights  which  were  most  assail- 
ed by  this  proceeding.  Yet  these  counties  furnish 
six  of  “the  illustrious  nineteen:”  and  if  these  six, 
or  any  three  of  them,  had  discharged  their  duty,  the 
senate  would  have  been  now  elected.  To  such  a 
proposition,  coming  from  such  a quarter,  there  could 
be  but  one  reply  from  the  electors  who  had  quali- 
fied. The  men  who  made  it  had  refused  to  assume 
their  duties,  and  had  therefore  no  more  right  to 
make  it  than  any  other  individuals  in  the  communi- 
ty. It  was  a proposition  which,  on  the  part  of  se- 
veral of  the  nineteen,  struck  at  the  dearest  rights  of 
their  constituents,  and  violated  their  will,  as  mani- 
fested by  all  their  public  acts  and  votes  in  all  past 
times.  It  was  a proposition  which  required  the  twen- 
ty-one electors  to  commit  wilful  and  deliberate  perjury , 
and  (in  violation  of  the  solemn  obligations  of  their 
oaths  to  exercise  their  own  best  judgments  in  the  selec- 
tion of  a senate ) to  elect  for  a majority  of  that  body 
such  senators  as  the  nineteen  might  be  pleased  to  select 
for  them.  Such  a proposition  was,  of  course,  not 
even  received:  and  upon  its  declension,  “the  nine- 
teen” turn  their  backs  upon  their  constitutional  du- 
ty, refuse  to  elect,  and  gravely  maintain  that  “the 
constitution  expressly  secured  to  any  seventeen  of 
them  the  right  to  defeat  the  election  of  a senate,” 
or,  in  other  words,  that  the  constitution,  in  expressly 
saying  that  they  shall  go  in  and  elect  a senate,  gives 
the  right  to  keep  out  and  refuse  to  elect.  Having 
thus,  as  far  as  in  them  lay,  plunged  us  into  revolu- 
tion, and  conceiving  that  they  had  thus  pulled  down 
in  ruins,  at  one  fell  swoop,  our  whole  government, 
they  call  upon  us  to  come  forward  and  follow  them 
in  the  work  of  rebuilding  another.  These  are  they, 
who,  without  a thought  for  the  future, — having,  as 
they  conceive,  at  one  blow,  cast  down,  to  its  very 
foundations,  the  government  of  a people,  who,  one 
short  month  since,  never  even  dreamed  of  the  pos- 
sibility of  this  mad  experiment, — now  claim  to  be 
our  pioneers,  and  undertake  to  dictate  to  us  in  what 
mode  we  shall  escape  from  the  consequences  of 
their  rashness  and  misconduct,  by  obeying  their  in- 
structions in  the  endeavor  to  keep  peace  and  order 
amongst  us,  and  to  get  up  some  scheme  to  protect 
our  lives,  liberties  and  property,  and  to  avert  a state 
of  anarchy  until  the  people  can  agree  upon  a new 
government. 

Fellow  citizens!  to  you  we  appeal  to  answer  the 
question,  “where  did  these  destructives  find  their 
warrant  for  this  mischievous  experiment  upon  our 
government?  who  gave  them  tne  power  to  pull 
down  and  build  up  governments  at  their  pleasure, 
as  if  they  were  the  toys  of  an  hour?  who  authorised 
them  to  plunge  us  without  a moment’s  warning,  into 
a condition  where,  by  their  own  admission,  our 
lives,  our  liberties,  our  property,  the  security  of  our 
homes,  the  sanctity  of  our  firesides,  the  honor  of 
our  wives  and  our  children,  are  at  the  mercy  of  the 
lawless  and  the  depredator,  unless  you,  the  people, 
will  step  in  and  rescue  us  from  this  condition,  by 
some  temporary  provisions  for  the  protection  of  ail 
these.  They  advise  you  to  assemble  in  November 
next,  to  select  a provisional  government,  “clothed 
with  full  powers  to  extend  the  authority  of  all  civil 
and  military  officers  nowT  in  commission,  until  a 
convention,  hereafter  to  be  chosen,  can  be  conven- 
ed, to  amend  the  old  or  form  an  entire  new  form  of 
government  for  the  people  of  Maryland.”  We 
quote  their  language:  and  in  it  you  find  their  own 
impression  of  the  consequences  of  their  own  acts 
if  persisted  in,  in  the  necessary  inference  that  if 
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this  be  not  done,  your  courts  are  prostrate,  your 
laws  have  ceased  to  operate,  your  governor  and  all 
subordinate  officers  are  no  longer  in  authority,  and 
your  persons  and  property  left  to  self-protection, 
without  the  aid  of  laws,  courts  or  officers.  Where, 
fellow  citizens,  we  repeat  the  question,  did  these 
men  find  the  warrant  for  the  attempt  to  hurry  the 

Sle  of  this  state,  without  even  a warning  into 
a condition?  They  pretend  to  have  found  it 
in  your  recent  elections — will  they  tell  us  where? 
will  they  point  to  that  county  where  they  even  dar- 
ed to  hoist  the  banner  of  revolution,  or  whispered 
that  they  sought  office  to  proclaim  us  in  a state  of 
anarchy ? — we  appeal  to  you,  fellow  citizens  through- 
out the  state,  to  answer  the  question,  “did  any  of 
tlrem  ask  you  to  elect  them  for  such  purposes?” 
We  are  aware  that  in  several  of  the  counties  of  this 
state,  as  well  as  in  this  city,  there  has  been  a great 
and  growing  desire  to  reform  some  obnoxious  fea- 
tures of  our  constitution,  and  that  in  these  places,  at 
the  recent  elections,  this  subject  was  much  agitat- 
ed— yet,  will  any  of  the  destructives  pretend  that 
even  the  subject  of  constitutional  reform  was  touch- 
ed in  one  half  of  the  counties  of  this  state?  Did  the 
people  of  Somerset,  or  of  Worcester,  or  of  Dorches- 
ter, or  of  Caroline,  or  of  Talbot,  or  of  Kent,  or  of 
Queen  Anne’s,  or  of  Charles,  or  of  St.  Mary’s,  or 
Calvert,  or  of  Prince  George’s,  or  of  Annapolis,  or 
of  Anne  Arundel,  hear  any  thing  in  those  counties 
of  the  necessity  even  of  constitutional  reform  from 
the  candidates,  for  their  suffrages,  at  the  late  elec- 
tion, and  more  especially  from  the  candidates  there, 
agreeing  with  the  “illustrious  nineteen”  in  then- 
presidential  preferences?  Did  the  people  of  Mont- 
gomery or  of  Allegany  hear  any  thing  of  the  in- 
tention of  their  electors  to  diminish  their  represen- 
tation, and  at  their  expense  to  increase  that  of  the 
larger  counties?  In  the  remaining  counties  of  Fre- 
derick, Washington,  Baltimore  and  Harford,  was 
the  design  to  change  the  whole  form  of  government 
even  there  fully  disclosed?  It  is  fresh  in  all  our  me- 
mories, that  one  of  these  very  “nineteen,”  Mr. 
Fisher,  of  Frederick,  upon  being  questioned  through 
the  press,  immediately  after  he  became  a candidate, 
as  to  his  friendliness  for  constitutional  reform,  in  a 
card  published  in  the  papers  of  that  county,  stated 
to  the  people,  that  “having  been  brought  out  against 
his  wishes,  he  would  not  consent  to  be  catechised 
on  that  subject,”  and  thus  remaining  mute  in  this 
great  reform  county,  he  was  nevertheless  elected. 
In  fine,  fellow  citizens,  wherever  reform  was  agi- 
tated, it  is  known  to  you  all  that  it  was  advocated 
as  reform  to  be  made  through  the  constitution,  and 
by  your  constitutional  agents:  and  that  even  where 
thus  advocated,  it  was  used  as  the  vague  and  unde- 
fined watchword  of  parties,  without  even  a defini- 
tion of  what  it  meant.  And  if  plans  of  reform 
ever  were  proposed,  like  the  Chameleon,  they  took 
their  color  from  the  soil  they  were  placed  upon. — 
In  Allegany  they  meant  one  tiling,  in  Montgome- 
ry another,  in  Washington  and  Frederick  another, 
in  Harford  another,  in  Baltimore  city  something 
very  different  from  all  the  rest.  Yet,  admitting  the 
design  of  reform  to  have  pervaded  these  counties, 
did  any  of  you,  fellow  citizens  of  the  counties,  ever 
hear  of  reform  to  be  accomplished  by  revolution ? — 
Did  you,  the  people  of  Allegany,  or  Washington, 
or  Baltimore,  ever  hear  of  the  design  to  break  down 
your  government,  to  suspend  all  your  great  im- 
provements until  you  could  get  a new  one,  to  re- 
vive all  your  old  sectional  squabbles  and  jealousies 
about  relative  powers  under  it,  and  to  check  the 
high  tide  of  your  prosperity  until  these  could  be 
adjusted  amongst  yourselves  and  with  your  sister 
counties,  and  then  to  take  your  chances  under  the 
new  government,  for  regaining  all  the  benefits  al- 
ready secured  to  you  by  the  law  of  the  last  session, 
and  lost  to  you  without  the  sanction  of  the  new  go- 
vernment, if  the  measure  of  the  destructives  be 
persisted  in?  Did  you,  the  people  of  the  slave 
counties  of  this  state,  embracing  nearly  all,  ever 
hear  of  the  design  of  a revolutionary  reform  to  be 
based  upon  an  attack  on  federal  numbers? 

Fellow  citizens,  shallow  as  this  pretence  of  the 
destructives  is,  there  is  yet  another  feature  which 
reveals  more  fully  the  secret  purposes  of  the  an- 
archists. Reform  (until  this  attempt)  has  always 
been  advocated  as  a measure  into  which  party  con- 
siderations were  not  to  enter;  and  even  now  the  at- 
tempt is  to  be  made  to  lull  us  by  that  cry.  In  the 
great  county  of  Frederick,  particularly,  it  was  con- 
ducted avowedly  upon  that  basis:  and  many  whigs 
there  and  elsewhere  are  enlisted  zealously  in  the 
cause.  Now,  however,  reform  can  he  entrusted 
only  to  Van  Buren  electors:  and  revolution  we  are 
to  have  in  all  its  dreadful  consequences,  unless  the 
twenty-one,  will  not  only  consent  to  elect  a reform 
senate,  but  also  a reform  senate,  the  majority  of 
which  is  to  consist  of  Van  Buren  electors. 

Fellow  citizens  of  the  Van  Buren  party,  we 
speak  to  you  with  more  sincerity  than  have  hither- 


to these  pretended  friends  of  reform  without  dis- 1 
tinction  of  party,  when  we  say  to  you,  the  question 
which  these  destructives  have  presented  to  you,  is 
one  far  above  all  party  considerations,  and  we  know 
that  many  of  you  will  so  regard  it.  Whatever  of- 
fice seekers,  men  who  have  nothing  to  lose  and 
every  thing  to  gain  by  revolution,  men  who  scruple 
at  no  means  to  accomplish  their  ends,  men  who 
hate  peace  and  riot  in  change,  may  think  of  our 
present  crisis,  we  know  that  there  are  amongst  you 
as  amongst  us,  many  actuated  by  a sincere  desire 
to  act  uprightly  in  all  things,  and  to  advance  the 
welfare  of  our  eommon  state  and  the  happiness  of 
its  people.  Behold  this  measure  of  revolution  there- 
fore, exhibited  in  all  is  nakedness,  as  a mere  expe- 
dient to  gain  a temporary  party  advantage!  Are 
you  prepared  to  sanction  such  a measure?  Are  you 
prepared  to  justify  a high  public  officer  in  wil- 
fully violating  a high  public  duty  involving  the 
very  continuance  of  your  government,  for  the  hope 
of  a momentary  party  triumph?  Are  you  prepar- 
ed, in  the  effort  to  promote  the  elevation  of  a New 
Y owe  candidate  for  the  presidency,  to  blight  for  ihe 
present  all  the  fair  prospects  of  your  own  state, 
and  your  own  city,  to  give  a dangerous  if  not  fatal 
stab  to  the  credit  of  your  state  and  city  by  shaking 
all  confidence  in  the  security  . and  stability  of  your 
institutions,  and  to  commit  yourselves  and  all  you 
hold  dear,  to  the  hands  of  such  revolutionists?”  It 
may  suit  the  views  of  New  York  to  produce  all 
these  results,  at  this  moment  when  with  gigartic 
strides  your  state  is  reaching  at  the  commerce  of 
the  west.  It  may  suit  her  views  at  this  moment, 
when  it  is  known  to  you  all  that  the  people  of  the 
south  irritated  at  the  continued  attempts  from  that 
quarter  to  inflame  their  slave  population,  are  turn- 
ing to  Baltimore  as  free  from  the  disorganizing  spi- 
rit. AVhat  are  presidential  questions  to  you,  com- 
pared with  the  preservation  of  peace,  law  and  order 
amongst  you,  with  the  constant  and  steady  inculca- 
tion of  respect  for  these,  with  peace  and  security 
at  home,  with  tranquillity  and  prosperity  throughout 
your  state?  A few  short  years  hence,  and  the  very 
presidential  preferences  you  feel  will  be  forgotten. 
But  the  step  of  revolution  once  taken  on  such  pre- 
text, the  sense  of  public  or  private  security  once 
shaken  by  such  a measure,  who  can  tell  the  im- 
pression it  will  make  upon  all  the  future  prospects 
of  your  state?  The  downward  step  to  anarchy  and 
tumult  is  easy:  but  once  taken,  who  can  tell  the 
time  of  your  recall  from  it? 

But  fellow  citizens  of  all  parties — friends  of  law, 
order  and  religion,  to  you  we  appeal  to  mark  the 
crisis  at  which  this  revolutionary  attempt  has  up- 
lifted its  head  amongst  us — The  beginning  of  the  end 
now  is — The  enemy  of  all  republican  government 
is  amongst  us — It  comes,  as  it  ever  has  come  in  all 
such  governments,  under  the  guise  of  jacobinism 
— with  great  affected  respect  for  the  rights  of  the 
people,  it  strikes  at  the  very  root  of  their  security 
by  inculcating  insubordination  to  our  laws  and  in- 
stitutions, and  substituting  the  lawless  and  licen- 
tious impulse  of  the  moment  for  the  well  regulated 
liberty  of  the  freeman — with  great  pretended  re- 
gard for  the  poor,  under  a government  which  opens 
to  every  man  and  to  every  man’s  children  the  door 
to  the  highest  offices  and  stations  of  the  nation,  it 
strives  by  its  base  appeals  to  envy,  to  excite  dis- 
cord in  the  relations  of  employer  and  employed, 
and  to  make  these  relations  of  mutual  benefit 'and 
protection,  sources  of  social  strife — Property  ac- 
quired by  honest  industry  is  held  up  as  a cause  of 
jealousy  and  offence;  and  a sincere  desire  for  the 
peace,  order  and  stability  of  society  is  denounced 
as  warring  against  the  supremacy  of  the  people — It 
is  the  oardinal  maxim  of  such  a spirit  that  there  is 
no  right  of  personal  liberty  or  private  property  so 
sacred,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  subject  to  instant 
demolition,  at  the  will  and  bidding  of  any  dema- 
gogue who  ean  excite  and  turn  upon  it  a momenta- 
ry odium.  To  restrain  such  a spirit  all  govern- 
ments are  established:  and  in  the  anxious  care  and 
numerous  provisions  of  the  constitution  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  of  all  your  state  constitutions,  to 
protect  the  government,  themselves  and  all  rights 
of  person  and  property  under  them  from  the  hasty 
inroads  or  lawless  assaults  of  faction  or  violence, 
and  to  subject  them  only  to  tfc%'  calm,  deliberate 
and  settled  action  of  the  people  through  their  laws 
and  authorities,  you  find  your  fathers  of  the  revolu- 
tion manifesting  their  horror  of  that  spirit — they 
knew  that  such  a spirit,  unhinging  all  public  and 
private  morality,  diffusing  distrust  and  jealousy 
through  all  society,  and  inculcating  habitual  disre- 
gard for  every  thing  like  the  authority  of  govern- 
ment, was  the  sure  forerunner  of  social  and’ politi- 
cal anarchy;  and  that  from  such  a state  there,  was 
but  one  step  to  despotism.  Already  is  the  bold  and 
decided  action  of  this  spirit  manifest  in  two  of  your 
sister  states,  in  the  open  assault  upon  rights  of  pri- 
vate property  as  much  protected  by  the  constitu- 


tion of  your  country'  and  the  laws  of  the  states  as 
any  right  of  any  of  you  to  any  property'  you  have. 
Admitting  as  its  chief  advocates  do,  that  the  rights 
of  prosperity  thus  assailed  are  expressly  protected 
by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
legislatures  cannot  and  ought  not  to  spare  them  be- 
cause they  are  rights  of  private  property  originat- 
ing in  and  protected  by  contracts  and  "the  laws  of 
the  land. 

A convention  Is  to  be  the  process  by  which  the 
gordian  knot  of  public  truth  and  honor,  public  law 
and  private  rights  is  to  be  averred — Even  here  by 
some  amongst  us,  the  doctrine  is  already  proclaim- 
ed, that  private  rights  of  property  are  to  be  at  the 
mercy'  of  this  process  amonst  us — We  ask  y'ou 
then,  to  whom  we  make  this  appeal,  to  go  with  us 
a little  further  in  marking  the  traces  of  this  spirit  in 
the  revolutionary  movement  of  the  destructives  in 
our  own  state. 

Assuming  that  the  case  justifying  instant  revolu- 
tion in  our  state  government  "has  arisen,  the  de- 
structives affect  to  rest  their  right  to  bring  it  about 
upon  the  assertion  of  the  right  of  revolution,  in  our 
bill  of  rights — of  that  right  we  shall  speak  here- 
after: and  we  now  only  ask:  whose  right  is  there 
asserted? — the  right  of  the  people,  or  the  right  of 
mere  officers  and  agents  under  the  government? 
Who  gave  these  insubordinate  and  disobedient 
agents  the  right  to  proclaim  revolution?  The  sole 
right  resides  in  the  people  of  the  state  to  change 
their  government:  and  when  have  the  people  dele- 
gated to  them  the  right  to  make  revolution?  They 
elected  them  to  make  a senate:  do  they  find  in  that 
the  power  to  overthrow  the  government?  They' 
elected  them  as  officers  who  were  to  be  sworn  to 
act  and  elect  under  the  constitution:  do  they  find 
in  that  the  warrant  to  demolish  it  all  at  one  blow? 
No,  fellow  citizens,  disguise  it  as  they  will,  they 
know  that  in  this  step  they  have  acted  the  parts  of 
the  sheer  usurpers  of  y'our  rights:  and  having  as 
they  conceived  by  one  rash  step  plunged  you  "into 
revolution  without  authority  or  notice,  they  want 
to  father  the  bantling  of  their  mischief  upon  you. 
VVe  recognize  amongst  them  several  who  have 
heretofore  filled  high  stations  under  our  state  con- 
stitution, and  took  their  official  oaths  to  support 
that  very  constitution:  and  who,  therefore,  in  our 
judgment  had  still  less  right  to  attempt  its  over- 
throw. • 

But,  fellow  citizens,  what  is  the  right  of  revolu- 
tion? Is  it  a plaything  to  be  Wielded  in  every  mo- 
ment of  excitement?  Is  it  an  instrument  to  be  used 
whenever  party  expediency  may  require  it;  or  dis- 
contented office  seekers  may  lament  the  temporary 
loss  of  power!  Is  it  not  on  the  other  hand,  the  last 
fearful  resort  of  a free  people,  when  all  other  means 
have  failed;  when  every  spark  of  hope  is  extinct; 
and  when  it  is  calmly  and  deliberately  settled  after 
the  fullest  consideration,  that  they  are  suffering 
actual  practical  tyranny  and  oppressions  from  the 
government  under  which  thev  live,  of  so  intoler- 
able a character,  that  it  is  better  to  incur  all  the 
evils  of  anarchy  than  continue  to  endure  them,  and 
when  there  is‘a  rational  hope  that  by  the  step  of 
revolution  they  may  relieve  themselves  from  Such 
oppressions? 

In  a word,  it  is  like  the  thunder  of  Jupiter,  only 
to  be  wielded  on  these  great  occasions  of  elemental 
strife  between  society  and  government.  What  ra- 
tional man  ever  dreamed  of  precipitating  a people 
into  revolution  for  mere  theories  in  government; 
for  mere  improvements  in  its  form,  or  in  a word, 
for  any  thing  but  actual  and  intolerable  oppression? 
Government  is  not  an  end'but  n means.  It  is  a mere 
instrument  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  citizen,  and 
advance  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  people; 
and  the  causes  of  its  overthrow  in  our  favored  land 
are  to  he  found  only  in  its  utter  prostration  of  these. 

Follow  citizens,  before  we  speak  of  the  protend- 
ed necessity  for  revolution  alleged  by  the  destruc- 
tives, we  deem  it  proper  to  say  that  we  are  the 
frends  of  constitutional  reform  in  our  state  govern- 
ment, and  that  we  believe  it  may  and  ought  to  be 
improved  by  amendments  in  several  particulars. — 
Whether  we  will  agree  with  the  destructives  in  all 
their  contemplated  reforms,  we  are  unable  to  say; 
for  to  this  day  reform  has  been  “the  veiled  pro- 
phet,” which  they  call  upon  men  to  fall  down  and 
worship,  and  yet  will  not  show  ns  its  features.  If 
they  desire  to  change  the  representation  in  the  house 
of  delegates,  they  will  not  toll  us  whether  they  mean 
to  adopt  representation  according  to  population,  so 
as  to  place  Baltimore  at  the  head,  or  whether  they 
will  take  arbitrary  numbers,  which  only  put  Balti- 
more with  twice  the  population,  on  a level  with 
Frederick  county,  and  thus  by  adopf  ing  a rule  with- 
out any  fixed  basis  of  representation  engraft  the 
very  same  inequality  in  the  new  constitution,  to  be 
a subject  for  future  squabble  and  perhaps  attempts 
at  revolution.  If  they  seek  to  break  down  the  se- 
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nate,  where  we  have  almost  always  had  two  sena- 
tors, or  two-fifteenths  of  the  power  of  that  body, 
to  give  us  in  its  stead  one  senator  out  of  twenty,  or 
one-twentieth  of  its  power;  they  will  not  tell  us 
whether  they  will  make  up  this  loss  in  that  body 
by  a proportional  increase  in  the  house  of  delegates. 
And  so  it  is  with  ever  proposed  reform.  “Re- 
form” means  “reform;”  and  that  is  the  only  defini- 
tion we  can  get  from  them.  The  destructives  have 
however  given  us  an  insight,  into  their  views,  or 
views  of  some  of  them  as  to  the  proper  ratio,  in 
their  modest  request  to  us  to  go  into  an  election  on 
the  first  Monday  of  November  next,  to  elect  for 
their  conservative  by  six  delegates  from  each 
county  and  city;  or  in  other  words,  from  Anna- 
polis, with  her  three  hundred  voters,  as  well  as 
from  Baltimore  with  her  ten  thousand,  and  twelve 
from  Frederick  county,  as  she  too  has  a city  in  her 
limits.  This  is  called  reform!!! 

But,  fellow  citizens  of  the  counties,  whilst  we  who 
address  you,  agree  in  the  propriety  of  moderate  and 
constitutional  reform,  and  will  co-operate  with  the 
majority  of  the  people  of  the  state,  in  the  endeavor 
to  procure  the  amendments  they  may  desire  in  the 
proper  mode,  we  are  not  amongst  those  who  call 
you  our  tyrants  and  oppressors.  If  you  have  some- 
times by  your  legislation  acted  injuriously  upon  our 
interests  and  against  our  remonstrances,  yet  we  de- 
ny that  your  course  to  us  has  been  one  of  systema- 
tic, wanton  and  long  continued  oppression — were 
we  to  make  this  assertion,  the  millions  which  you 
have  poured  out  by  your  legislation  for  the  last 
eight  or  ten  years,  to  aid  us  in  works  of  improve- 
ment, all  leading  to  our  own  city,  would  stamp  upon 
it  the  character  of  a libel — -we  remember  the  period 
when,  as  we  have  already  said,  sectional  jealousies 
infested  our  state,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  Balti- 
more: fomented  too  by  many  who  are  now  leading 
in  the  cause  of  destructive  reform — And  yet  at  that 
period  when  Potomac  interests,  and  Eastern  Shore 
interests,  and  country  interests,  generally,  were 
sought  to  be  arrayed  against  Baltimore,  and  the 
want  of  due  power  in  the  legislature  was  most  felt, 
did  any  of  the  pretended  reformers  cry  out  “revo- 
lution,” much  less  attempt  it — Where  were  they 
found  in  the  counties? — For  the  most  part,  in  the 
ranks  of  demagogues,  inflaming  country  jealousies, 
and  railing  at  propositions  merely  to  increase  the 
delegation  of  Baltimore  to  four! — But  in  the  last 
eight  or  ten  years  we  have  perceived  and  hailed 
with  pleasure  the  gradual  subsiding  of  all  these 
causeless  jealousies  of  us,  and  have  seen  you  with 
delight  taking  a pride  in  the  advancement  and  wel- 
fare of  our  city,  as  identified  with  the  prosperity, 
power  and  happiness  of  the  state. 

And,  fellow  citizens  of  the  Eastern  Shore  and  of 
the  lower  counties  on  the  Western  Shore,  we  cannot 
but  remember  that  at  the  last  session  of  our  legis- 
lature when  the  counties  of  Baltimore,  Frederick, 
Washington,  Harford  and  Cecil,  either  in  part  or  in 
whole,  were  all  agitated  either  in  hostility  to  the  aid 
of  the  state  to  our  improvements,  or  to  clog  it  with 
restrictions,  to  your  generous  and  public-spirited 
support  were  we  indebted  for  that  aid — Nor  can 
we  trace  your  hostility  to  us  in  the  legislation  of 
the  last  eight  or  ten  year’s — If  our  chartered  rights 
to  appoint  the  inspectors  of  flour,  or  whiskey,  or 
fish  were  wrested  from  us,  we  know  that  it  was  the 
work  of  the  great  reform  counties  of  Frederick, 
Washington,  Baltimore,  Harford  and  Cecil,  consti- 
tuting in  their  combined  action  for  these  purposes 
what  was  factiously  termed  by  one  now  a revolu- 
tionist, “■the  holy  alliance ” — If  our  auction  duties 
were  taken  away  in  1827,  we  know  that  it  was  the 
act  of  the  representatives  of  a large  majority  of  the 
people,  led  on  by  the  now  very  bead  and  chief  of 
the  revolution-party  of  Frederick  and  of  the  state. 
If  the  right  to  regulate  your  markets  was  assailed, 
the  blow  came  from  Baltimore  county,  aided  again 
by  the  large  and  reform  counties — These  are  not 
injuries  we  can  trace  to  your  having  too  much  pow- 
er in  the  government:  for  the  recorded  votes  on  all 
these  subjects  show  that  with  any  representation 
which  any  plan  of  reform  would  give  us  the  large 
counties,  would  still  have  accomplished  all  these 
measures — The  legislation  of  Maryland  for  the  last 
eight  or  ten  years  shows  conclusively  that  instead 
of  being  our  peculiar  oppressors,  the  action  of  the 
small  counties  towards  Baltimore  has  been  more 
kind  and  beneficent  than  that  of  the  large  counties. 

But  even  upon  the  subject  of  reform,  where  did 
these  destructives  find  the  proof  that  every  possible 
hope  of  amendment  without  revolution  had  failed— 
You  are  all  aware,  fellow  citizens,  that  our  consti- 
tution embodies  in  itself  the  mode  of  its  amendment: 
and  that  that  mode  is  by  a law  passed  at  one  ses- 
sion, then  published  and  submitted  to  the  people  of 
the  state  for  their  consideration  before  the  next 
election,  and  then  confirmed  by  the  next  legisla- 
ture. One  legislature  proposes  the  amendment  to 
the  people:  and  the  next  legislature  either  adopts 


or  rejects,  according  to  the  will  of  the  people  as  as- 
certained at  the  election  when  it  is  submitted — We 
know  that  it  is  the  fashion  in  these  days,  with  some 
of  the  revolutionists,  to  deride  and  laugh  to  scorn 
our  forefathers  of  the  revolution,  the  men  of  ’76, 
who  rescued  us  from  tyranny,  who  gave  us  a name 
among  nations,  and  built  up  for  us  tlie  government 
under  which  we  live — Whatever  we  may  think  of 
their  mode  of  amendment,  we  respect  their  opi- 
nions and  reverence  their  memories;  and  the  times 
are  sadly  out  of  joint,  when  coarse  sneers  upon 
them  and  their  works,  such  as  some  of  us  have  re- 
cently heard  amongst  us,  could  not  only  pass  with- 
out censure,  but  even  receive  applause.  In  ad- 
dopting  that  mode,  the  men  of  ’76  have  handed  down 
to  us  tneir  opinion  that  every  amendment  of  a con- 
stitution ought  to  be  specially  submitted,  well  consi- 
dered and  deliberately  sanctioned.  Now  what  has 
been  the  course  of  many  of  the  reformers  towards 
the  legislature — Have  they,  or  a majority  of  the 
people  or  their  representatives  ever  gone  forward 
to  the  legislature  at  any  time  presenting  specific 
propositions  of  reform,  and  asking  their  adoption  in 
the  constitutional  mode?  Have  the  majority  of  the 
people  or  their  representatives  ever  yet  distinctly 
told  the  legislature  the  exact  reform  which  they 
want? — Nay  have  the  majority  ever  been  able  to 
agree  even  amongst  themselves  as  to  the  reform 
they  desire? — Have  reform  conventions  themselves 
been  as  yet  able  to  agree  upon  any  definite  plan  of 
amendment? — Whenever  a majority  of  the  people  of 
this  state  shall  distinctly  and  unequivocally  declare 
to  the  legislature  the  amendments  they  desire,  we 
cannot  but  believe  that  full  justice  will  be  yielded  to 
them — We  know  that  our  brethren  of  the  smaller 
counties  are  animated  with  a very  different  spirit 
from  that  of  the  destructives,  and  would  not  involve 
us  in  discord  and  revolution  rather  than  make  re- 
forms which  might  involve  a sacrifice  of  some  of 
their  political  power — And  if  those  of  the  nineteen 
from  the  smaller  countries  have  truly  represented 
their  constituents,  there  is  at  once  a sudden  acces- 
sion of  power  to  accomplish  such  amendments  from 
sections  of  the  state  hitherto  in  the  front  ranks  of 
opposition  to  reform. 

In  the  face  of  all  these  facts,  what  language,  fel- 
low citizens,  can  characterize  this  measure  of  re- 
volution. In  a moment  of  general  tranquillity  and 
prosperity,  when  the  citizens  of  the  state  were 
dwelling  together  in  most  perfect  amity,  and  each 
day  was  drawing  all  of  them  nearer  to  each  other 
in  feeling  and  in  interest;  when  the  proper  steps 
were  just  about  to  be  taken  to  conduct  to  speedy 
consummation  our  great  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment, on  which  all  the  future  prosperity  of  our  city 
depends,  when  every  citizen  was  in  the  full,  se- 
cure and  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  every  right  of 
and  property,  the  firebrand  of  revolution  is 
amongst  us,  like  the  thunderbolt  from  a 
clear  sky.  We  hope  the  rash  men  who  have  done 
this,  have  ere  this  felt  regret  for  their  step.  They 
have,  in  our  judgment,  not  only  disregraded  a high 
duty,  but  have  also  committed  a high  misdemeanor 
against  our  laws.  But  if  deluded  by  the  excited 
purposes  of  party  feeling,  their  consciences  whisper 
no  reproaches  for  the  step  they  have  taken,  we 
know  there  is  a tribunal  to  whose  award  they  can- 
not be  indifferent — public  opinion  is  the  greatest  of  all 
reformers.  Let  but  the  people  of  Maryland  speak 
but  in  their  majesty:  and  we  have  no  doubt  these 
towering  revolutionists  will  sink  into  obedient  pub- 
lic agents.  An  occasion  for  the  people  so  to  speak 
is  at  hand.  On  the  first  Monday  of  October  next 
an  election  for  delegates  takes  place  under  our  con- 
stitution. On  that  day,  let  all  the  friends  of  law, 
order  and  government;  let  all  who  fear  revolution; 
let  all  who  desire  reform  by  peaceable  and  proper 
means;  let  all  w'ho  would  preserve  for  their  fami- 
lies, themselves  and  their  fellow  citizens  protec- 
tion and  security;  let  all  who  love  peace  and  hate 
anarchy,  rush  to  the  polh,  and  with  united  voices 
proclaim  that  they  are  not  revolutionists.  By  their 
votes  and  proceedings  on  that  day  let  them  make 
that  manifest.  This  done,  we  have  no  fears  for  the 
future.  These  agents,  who  have  attempted  to  sub- 
vert the  government,  will  then  know  their  duty  be- 
yond the  possibility  of  doubt;  and  if  knowing  they 
still  disregard  it,  we  know  there  is  yet  redeeming 
power  enough  in  our  judiciary  to  enforce  the  per- 
formance of  a high  public  duty,  thus  made  manifest 
even  to  the  agent.  He  will  then  learn  that  high 
public  trusts  involving  the  very  continuance  of  the 
government,  cannot  be  abandoned  at  his  pleasure. 

For  ourselves,  fellow  citizens  of  Marvland,  un- 
der the  stripes  and  stars  ofthe  glorious  old  thirteen, 
we  take  our  stand  in  the  defence  of  our  government 
and  institutions — we  want  no  revolution,  and  least 
of  all  such  as  these  would  bring  us — we  are  here 
assembled  to  pledge  ourselves  one  and  all  to  all  that 
men  can  do  to  save  us  from  anarchy.  On  the  first 
Monday  of  October  next,  we  hope  to  shew  you  that 


Baltimore  is  not  for  revolution — Our  motto  is» 
“constitutional  reform  and  no  revolution.” 

Therefore  resolved,  by  us  citizens  of  Baltimore 
in  town  meeting  assembled,  That  the  nineteen 
electors  of  the  senate,  in  their  refusal  to  elect  that 
body,  in  our  judgment  have  disobeyed  the  express 
command  of  our  constitution;  have  disregarded  a 
high  public  trust  involving  the  very  continuance  of 
government,  and  the  security  of  our  persons  and 
property;  have  committed  a high  misdemeanor  by 
their  wilful  abandonment  of  a high  public  duty  to 
the  discharge  of  which  they  stood  pledged  by  their 
acceptance  of  it,  and  merit  the  severest  reprobation 
of  the  people  of  Maryland,  and  of  the  friends  of  li- 
berty, order  and  good  government  throughout  the 
union. 

Resolved  further,  That  in  their  attempt  to  over- 
throw' the  government  of  this  state,  and  to  intro- 
duce anarchy  and  revolution  in  its  stead,  the  said 
nineteen  electors  have  warred  against  the  peace, 
order  and  happiness  of  society;  have  sacrificed  the 
best  interest  of  the  people  of  Maryland,  have  en- 
dangered the  present  prosperity,  and  blighted  for  a 
time  all  the  fair  prospects  of  this  city;  and  that  in 
so  doing,  they  have  proved  themselves  destructives, 
and  forfeited  all  claim  to  the  title  of  reformers. 

Resolved  further,  That  in  their  proclamation  of 
revolution,  and  in  their  attempt  to  dictate  to  the 
people  of  this  state  the  manner  in  which  they  shall 
form  a new  government  to  escape  the  consequences 
of  anarchy,  the  said  nineteen  electors  have  usurped 
the  sovereignty  ofthe  people  of  Maryland,  and  put 
in  jeopardy  the  vital  principle  of  all  republican  in- 
stitutions. 

Resolved,  further,  That  in  the  attempt,  and  by  the 
disregard  of  a high  public  duty,  to  prostrate  the 
government,  laws  and  institutions  of  this  state,  for 
the  accomplishment  of  mere  party  ends,  the  said 
nineteen  electors  have  forfeited  all  claim  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  virtuous  and  patriotic  of  all  parties,  who 
abhor  the  use  of  wrong  means  to  accomplish  any 
end,  and  who  hold  the  welfare  of  their  country  and 
the  permanent  prosperity  and  happiness  of  their 
state  and  city  above  the  mere  expedients  of  party. 

Resolved,  further,  That  the  twenty-one  electors 
of  the  senate,  who  have  qualified  for  the  discharge 
of  their  duty,  and  who  are  still  continuing  their 
sessions  at  Annapolis  from  day  to  day,  for  their  en- 
deavors to  preserve  to  us  the  inestimable  blessings 
of  peace,  order  and  government,  are  entitled  to  the 
confidence  and  affections  of  the  people  of  Mary- 
land; and  that  it  is  the  most  earnest  wish  and  re- 
quest of  this  meeting  that  the  said  electors  will 
there  remain  prepared  to  discharge  their  duty  of 
electing  a senate,  until  the  people  of  Maryland  shall 
have  had  time,  by  the  power  and  majesty  of  public 
opinion,  to  quell  revolution,  and  to  return  their 
agents  to  the  post  of  duty. 

Resolved,  further,  That  the  said  21  electors,  in 
refusing  to  receive  propositions  coming  from  indi- 
viduals who  would  not  assume  the  office  under  the 
color  of  which  they  professed  to  act,  and  proposi- 
tions, too,  involving  a degrading  surrender  of  their 
duty,  and  asking  nothing  less  than  the  commission 
of  deliberate  perjury  in  their  surrender  of  their  own 
right  of  choice,  have  acted  the  part  of  honorable 
men  and  faithful  public  servants. 

Resolved,  further,  That  we  are  for  reform,  and 
against  revolution. 

Resolved,  further.  That,  to  make  manifest  to  the 
people  of  the  state,  and  to  our  fellow  citizens 
throughout  the  union,  that  Baltimore  prefers  peace, 
order,  good  government,  stable  institutions,  and  in- 
violate public  and  private  credit,  to  faction  and  re- 
volution, this  meeting  will  proceed  forthwith  to  no- 
minate two  suitable  persons  as  candidates  for  the 
office  of  delegates  from  this  city  to  the  next  general 
assembly  of  Maryland:  and  that,  for  that  purpose, 
the  president  of  this  meeting  be  requested  to  nomi- 
nate forthwith  a committee  of  12  to  select  and  re- 
ort  to  this  meeting  for  their  approbation  two  suita- 
le  individuals  for  those  offices. 

Resolved,  further,  That,  from  this  period  until  the 
first  Monday  of  October  next,  we  will  devote  our 
time  and  energies  in  the  endeavor  to  make  mani- 
fest, by  the  success  of  our  candidates,  “that  Balti- 
more is  against  revolution:”  and  that  that  day  we 
will  set  apart  as  a day  sacred  to  the  cause  of  peace, 
order,  and  the  preservation  of  our  institutions,  per- 
sons and  property,  and,  on  that  day,  closing  our 
shops,  our  stores  and  our  offices,  and  abandoning  all 
other  avocations,  we  will  devote  ourselves  to  the 
endeavor  to  secure  the  success  of  the  candidates 
whom  this  meeting  may  select. 

On  motion,  a committee  wras  appointed  by  the 
president,  consisting  of  S.  C.  Leakin,  J.  Frazier, 
Wm.  H.  Conkling,  Thomas  Kelso,  Thomas  Wildey, 
G.  R.  Gaither,  A.  E.  Warner,  F.  Tensfield,  Thos. 
Sheppard,  Joshua  Dryden,  Thomas  W.  Hall,  and 
Joshua  Medtart,  esqs.  to  consider  and  report  suita- 
ble persons  to  be  nominated  as  candidates  for  the 
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legislature.  The  committee,  having  retired,  report- 
ed the  following  resolution,  which  was  unanimously 
adopted: 

Resolved  by  this  meeting,  That  SAMUEL  J ONES, 
jr.  and  SAMUEL  THOMPSON  be  and  they  are 
hereby  nominated  as  delegates  from  this  city  to  the 
general  assembly  of  Maryland,  and  that  we  pledge 
ourselves  to  use  all  fair  and  honorable  means  to  se- 
cure their  election. 

WM.  McDONALD,  president. 

VICE  PRESIDENTS. 

John  McKim,  jr.  Jacob  Wolfe, 

Solomon  Etting,  Solomon  Betts, 

John  Dushane,  Sami.  Hoffman, 

Luke  Tiernan,  John  Gibson, 

Robt.  D.  Millholland,  Joshua  Wall, 

Wm.  H.  Colliding,  Jos.  W.  Patterson. 

Secretaries.  ' 

Thos.  W.  Hall,  0.  C.  Tiffany, 

W.  Crawford,  jr.  Wm.  G.  Harrison. 

Baltimore,  Sept.  26,  1836. 

The  Van  Buren  central  committee  of  Frederick 
county,  in  the  present  condition  of  things,  deeming 
the  election  of  a delegate  ticket  inexpedient  and 
useless,  have,  as  will  be  seen  by  their  proceedings, 
recommended  the  withdrawal  of  their  ticket, — and 
that  their  candidates  have,  accordingly,  withdrawn. 

Monday  evening,  26th  Sept.  1836. 

Central  committee  met,  Henry  Nixdorff  and  John 
Kunkle  in  the  chair,  and  Wilson  W.  Kolb  and  Mi- 
chael Baltzell,  secretaries. 

Whereas,  by  the  arbitrary  and  arrogant  demand 
of  the  representatives  of  a small  minority  of  the 
people  of  this  state,  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  state  have  been  violated,  and  the 
election  of  a senate  has  been  frustrated  by  their  re- 
fusal to  allow  the  representatives  of  a large  majority 
to  participate  in  the  creation  of  one  branch  of  their 
legislature,  arrogating  to  the  minority  the  right  to 
choose  one  entire  branch  of  the  legislature.  And 
whereas  there  is  not  the  most  remote  probability  of 
any  of  the  representatives  of  the  majority  succumb- 
ing to  the  unreasonable  demands  of  the  minority, 
and  that  consequently  no  senate  can  be  chosen  for 
the  state  of  Maryland.  And  whereas,  under  such 
circumstances,  the  election  of  a delegate  ticket  is 
inexpedient  and  useless;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  central  committee  of 
Frederick  county,  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances 
above  rehearsed,  recommend  that  the  republican 
Van  Buren  delegate  ticket  for  this  county  be  with- 
drawn— at  the  same  time  we  thus  recommend  to 
the  republican  party  to  withdraw  their  delegate 
ticket,  we  would  suggest  to  the  people  the  propriety 
of  attending  the  polls,  not  only  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  a sheriff,  but  to  carry  out  the  measures 
recommended  in  the  address  of  the  nineteen  electors. 

Resolved,  That  we  not  only  approve  of  the  course 
pursued  by  the  nineteen  electors  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duties  as  representatives  of  the  people  in 
the  electoral  college,  but  that  we  also  recommend 
to  all  good  citizens  to  carry  out  the  measures  pro- 
posed by  them  in  their  address,  by  repairing  to  the 
places  of  holding  their  respective  elections  in  the 
districts,  on  the  first  Monday  of  October  next,  for 
the  purpose  of  holding  meetings,  to  appoint  dele- 
gates to  attend  a county  convention  in  Frederick, 
on  the  second  Monday  of  October  next, — which 
convention  is  to  nominate  six  persons  to  represent 
this  county  in  a convention  to  be  held  in  Annapo- 
lis, as  recommended  by  the  nineteen  electors,  and 
approved  by  the  republican  meeting  at  this  place  on 
Saturday  last. 

Resolved,  That  these  proceedings  be  signed  by 
the  chairmen  and  secretaries,  and  published  in  the 
papers  of  the  county  friendly  to  reform. 

HENRY  NIXDORFF,  > , . 

JOHN  KUNKLE.  \ chairmen. 

Michaet,  Baltzell, 

W.  W.  Kolb, 

TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

The  undersigned,  having  been  nominated  as  can- 
didates for  a seat  in  the  house  of  delegates  of  this 
state,  avail  themselves  of  this  mode  to  withdraw 
their  names  from  the  canvass,  in  obedience  to  what 
they  believe  the  wishes  of  a large  majority  of  the 
party  who  nominated  them,  and  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  republican  central  com- 
mittee of  this  county. 

The  reasons  which  have  induced  the  party  to 
suggest,  and  us  to  comply  with  the  suggestion,  being 
contained  in  the  preamble  and  resolutions  adopted 
by  the  central  committee,  supercedes  the  necessity 
of  our  recapitulating  them. 

ISAAC  SHRIVER, 
HENRY  KEEFER, 
JOHN  SIFFORD, 
JOHN  W.  GEYER. 

In  Allegany  county,  the  Van  Buren  party,  as 
appears  from  the  following  card  from  their  candi- 


sccretaries. 


dates  for  the  legislature,  are  opposed  to  the  course 
pursued  by  the  members  of  that  party  in  Frederick, 
and  are  resolved  to  keep  their  ticket  in  the  field. 

TO  THE  VOTERS  OF  ALLEGANY  COUNTY. 

As  we  are  candidates  before  you  asking  your 
support  for  a seat  in  the  next  general  assembly  of 
Maryland,  it  is  your  right  to  ask  and  know  our 
views  on  the  prominent  measures  now  agitated  in 
the  state;  the  more  especially  when  various  rumors 
are  industriously  set  afloat  misrepresenting  our  sen- 
timents on  these  important  topics. 

1st.  Then,  we  are  and  have  been  the  warm  and 
undisguised  friends  of  internal  improvements. 

2d.  We  are  decidedly  reformers:  but  be  it  dis- 
tinctly understood,  that  we  do  not  advocate  or  sup- 
port representation  according  to  population  or  num- 
bers: that  we  are  deeply  interested  for  the  welfare 
and  best  interests  of  Allegany  county  and  the  state, 
WE  ARE  DECIDEDLY  OPPOSED  TO  ANY 
MEASURE  TENDING  TO  REVOLUTION  BY 
ANY  PARTY. 

JOHN  M.  BUCHANAN, 
JEREMIAH  BERRY,  Jr. 
THOMAS  PERRY, 

HENRY  HAMMILL, 

Van  Buren  candidates  for  the  house  of  delegates. 
The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were 
also  passed  by  the  citizens  of  Allegany  county. 

THE  VOICE  OF  ALLEGANY. 

Large  meeting  of  the  constitutionalists.  In  pur- 
suance of  public  notice  given  to  all  parties,  an  un- 
usually large  assemblage  of  the  citizens  of  Allega- 
ny county  convened  at  the  court  house  in  the  town 
of  Cumberland,  on  Saturday  evening  the  24th  Sep- 
tember, 1836.  The  meeting  was  organized  by 
calling  John  Iloye  to  preside,  assisted  by  David 
Shriver  and  John  Gcphart,  and  appointing  Thomas 
J.  McKaig  and  Joseph  Shriver,  secretaries. 

The  object  of  the  meeting,  which  was  to  express 
the  sentiments  of  the  people  in  relation  to  the  re- 
cent revolutionary  proceedings  at  Annapolis,  was 
then  fully  set  forth  by  B.  S.  Pigman.  S.  M. 
Semm.es  then,  after  some  appropriate  introductory 
remarks,  offered  a preamble  and  resolutions  for  the 
adoption  of  the  meeting,  which,  upon  full  discus- 
sion, in  which  many  of  the  citizens  joined,  were 
with  some  amendments,  separately  and  deliberate- 
ly adopted  without  a dissenting  voice,  as  follows: 
Preamble  and  resolutions,  adopted  by  a meeting  of 
the  citizens  of  Allegany  county,  held  at  the  court 
house,  in  the  town  of  Cumberland,  on  Saturday 
evening,  the  24th  September,  1836. 

Whereas,  from  information  received  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a portion  of  the  senatorial  electors,  re- 
cently chosen  by  the  people  to  elect  a state  senate, 
it  appears  to  this  meeting  that  an  important  crisis 
has  arisen,  not  only  involving  our  character  and 
standing  in  the  estimation  of  people  abroad,  but  the 
very  existence  of  our  government  itself;  and  where- 
as, it  is  the  unanimous  voice  of  this  meeting,  that 
all  such  violent  measures  merit  the  strongest  dis- 
approbation of  every  good  and  peaceable  citizen; 
and  that,  in  order  to  protect  their  right  and  liber- 
ties, it  is  incumbent  upon  the  people  every  where 
to  assemble  and  unite  in  discontinuing  all  proceed- 
ings of  a revolutionary  character;  Be  it  therefore, 
Resolved,  That  we  are  ready,  at  the  risk  of  our 
lives  and  our  property,  to  sustain  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  the  state. 

Resolved,  That  the  course  of  the  twenty-one  elec- 
tors, who  met  and  were  ready,  in  fulfilment  of  the 
law,  to  do  their  duty,  is  highly  approved  of  by  this 
meeting. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  it 
would  be  wise  in  the  people  of  the  several  districts 
of  this  county,  to  meet  and  organize,  so  as  to  be 
ready  at  the  first  warning,  to  carry  into  effect  such 
measures  as  may  be  deemed  most  advisable  to  pro- 
tect the  rights  of  property  and  to  preserve  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  appoint  a committee 
of  vigilance  for  the  Cumberland  district,  consisting 
of  nine  members,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  commu- 
nicate information  of  any  revolutionarymovements 
to  the  several  committees  appointed  in  other  dis- 
tricts, and  to  advise  with  them  as  to  the  best  course 
to  pursue. 

Resolved,  That  these  proceedings  be  forwarded 
to  the  electors  from  this  county,  and  that  they  be 
requested  to  lay  the  same  before  their  colleagues. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting, 
signed  by  the  officers,  be  published  in  the  newspa- 
pers of  this  place,  and  forwarded  for  publication 
throughout  the  state. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  then  announced 
by  the  president  as  the  committee  of  vigilance: 

B.  S.  Pigman,  John  J.  Hoffman, 

S.  P.  Smith,  Sami.  M.  Semmes, 

Thos.  J.  McKaig,  Alpheus  H.  Gross, 

Gustavons  Beall,  George  Rizer. 

Joseph  Shriver, 


On  motion,  the  meeting  then  adjourned. 

JOHN  HOYE,  pres'i. 

David  Shriver,  ) . 

John  Gephart/  Pr‘*  ‘*- 
Th.  J.  McKaig,  \ . 

Joseph  Shriver,  \ secrctane3- 
It  is  stated  that  the  Van  Buren  ticket  in  Anne 
Arundel  county  has  also  been  withdrawn. 

The  following  handbill  is  circulating  in  Anne 
Arundel  and  the  other  small  counties. 

TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  MARYLAND. 

CCz*A  handbill  has  been  circulated  and  is  now  go- 
ing the  rounds  in  the  several  counties  of  the  state, 
which  is  a gross  libel  upon  the  democratic  citizens 
of  Baltimore.  It  charges  them  with  desiring  to  ob- 
tain for  themselves  a representation  in  the  House  of 
delegates  proportioned  to  the  population  of  the  city. 

The  reformers  of  Baltimore  look  for  nothing 
more  than  a representation  adequate  to  their  wants, 
one  which  will  render  irresponsible  lobby  members 
[those  banes  of  just  legislation]  unnecessary. — 
They  wish  to  see  the  palpable  abuses  of  the  old 
constitution  abated,  and  will  be  content  with  what- 
ever a fair  reform  convention  shall  graDt  them:  they 
know  that  it  will  be  their  duty  to  submit  to  the  will 
of  the  majority,  and  they  have  full  confidence  in 
the  justice  of  their  fellow  citizens  of  the  counties. 
We  believe  that  a representation  for  Baltimore, 
equal  to  that  to  which  the  largest  count}’  will  be 
entitled,  would  be  acceptable  to  her  people,  and 
that  their  fellow  citizens  throughout  the  state  could 
not  and  would  not  object  to  it. 

On  behalf  of  the  democratic  general  committee  of 
Baltimore. 

WM.  KREBS,  president. 

J.  J.  Graves,  ] 

Joshua  Turner, 

Samuel  Lucas, 

Wm.  H.  Cole, 

M.  H.  Keene,  } , ■ 

James  R.  Hayman,  \ t’LClC  a'les ' 

Baltimore,  27th  Sept.  1836. 


► vice  presidents. 


MILITARY  CONTROVERSY. 

It  seems  to  be  necessary  to  a proper  understand- 
ing of  the  merits  of  the  controversy  involving  the 
names  general  Scott  and  general  Jesup,  and  an 
individual  in  this  city  not  officially  connected  with 
the  army,  that  we  should  copy  from  the  official  pa- 
per the  subjoined  publication.  We  insert  it  as  we 
find  it,  comment  and  all,  that  the  parties  concerned 
may  have  the  full  benefit  of  their  united  statements. 

[Naf.  Intel. 

From  the  Washington  Globe. 

GEN.  SCOTT  AND  GEN.  JESUP. 

Some  time  after  the  publication  of  general  Jesup’s 
note  to  the  editor  of  this  paper,  (which  .was  made 
necessary  by  the  aggravated  misrepresentation  of  its 
contents  and  objects  by  the  Courier  and  Enquirer), 
we  were  informed  that  its  publication  was  consi- 
dered unjust  to  general  Scott,  inasmuch  as  the  cha- 
racter of  the  transaction  presented  by  gen.  Jesup’s 
note  was  calculated  to  prejudice  the  Former,  con- 
taining as  it  did  the  opinion  only  of  one  of  the  par- 
ties interested,  without  the  correspondence  to  which 
it  referred,  and  which  contained  the  views  of  both 
the  parties.  We  understood  that  this  circumstance 
would  probably  prompt  general  Scott  to  make  a 
publication  embracing  the  correspondence.  This 
intention,  it  appears,  was  not  persisted  in,  and  was 
probably  deemed  superfluous  by  general  Scott  after 
the  elaborate  anonymous  article  put  forth  in  the 
National  Intelligencer  on  his  side,  but  without  his 
knowledge.  This  paper  most  shamefully  traduced 
the  president,  general  Jesup  and  the  individual  who 
had  committed  no  offence  save  that  of  receiving  and 
delivering  general  Jesup’s  letter.  It  was  our  pur- 
pose to  have  replied  to  the  calumnies  of  the  labored 
anonymous  article  of  the  Intelligencer,  but  finally 
concluded  that  it  was  proper  to  leave  the  vindica- 
tion of  the  truth,  and  the  motives  of  those  who 
were  impeached  by  the  Intelligencer’s  communica- 
tion, to  the  facts  which  would  be  elicited  before 
the  court  of  inquiry  which  is  to  pass  upon  the  sub- 
ject. 

We  communicated  the  course  we  had  resolved 
upon  to  general  Jesup,  but  suggested  that,  in  jus- 
tice to  himself,  as  well  as  to  general  Scoff,  we 
thought  it  would  be  proper  that  the  letters  of  gene- 
ral Scott  to  him,  and  his  reply,  should  be  laid  be- 
fore the  public.  In  consequence,  we  suppose,  of 
general  Jesup’s  multifarious  engagements,  we  re- 
ceived his  reply  to  our  letter  otfir  a few  days  since. 
We  lay  if,  and  the  copy  of  the  correspondence  we 
asked  of  him,  before  the  public.  The  explanatory 
notes  accompanied  the  copies  of  the  letters. 

Tallassee,  (Alabama),  Sept.  3,  1836. 

Dear  sir:  I regret  that  I should  have  been  the 
cause  of  bringing  you  into  difficult}'.  I wrote  to 
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you  at  the  moment  information  reached  me,  that 
genera]  Scott  had  not  only  sent  copies  of  his  extra- 
ordinary letters  to  me  to  the  war  department,  but 
that  he  was  representing  me  in  his  conversations  as 
having  deranged  his  plan  of  campaign,  and  brought 
a starving  corps  of  two  or  three  thousand  men  to 
consume  the  small  quantity  of  subsistence  and  fo- 
rage which  he  had  collected  for  the  Georgia  volun- 
teers and  regular  troops.  Writing  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  exasperated  feelings  produced  by  the 
wrong  which  I believed  he  had  done  me,  and  which 
I shall  be  able  to  show  at  the  proper  time  he  did 
me,  I used  language  stronger,  perhaps,  than  I 
should  under  other  circumstances  have  thought  ne- 
cessary; but  the  language  used  expressed  my  opi- 
nions then;  it  expresses  my  opinions  now. 

Occupied  with  my  public  duties,  I have  no  time 
for  defence;  and  as  I do  not  meddle  with  the  poli- 
tics of  the  country,  I would  not  consent  to  be  de- 
fended on  party  grounds.  The  questions  in  regard 
to  the  campaign  should  be  decided  on  their  own 
merits.  I wrote  to  you,  not  as  a party  man,  but  as 
a private  friend.  It  is  true,  I wrote  to  you  because 
you  happened  to  be  the  editor  of  the  Globe,  in  the 
columns  of  which  I expected  to  see  general  Scott’s 
letters  spread  before  the  public.  I requested  you 
to  show  my  letter  to  the  president,  as  a measure  of 
defence  against  the  charges  contained  in  general 
Scott’s  letters.  The  result  was  such  as  I neither 
expected  nor  desired.  My  command  having  been 
halted  by  general  Scott  when  in  the  presence  of  the 
enemy’s  principal  force,  I believed  the  Indians 
would  disperse  into  small  parties;  and  that  in  place 
of  fighting  their  force  united,  we  should  have  to 
hunt  their  parties  through  the  swamps,  as  had  been 
necessary  in  Florida.  Having  been  censured  for 
that  which  I considered  the  true  course  of  opera- 
tions, and  believing  I could  render  no  useful  service 
to  the  country  in  chasing  small  parties  through  the 
swamps,  I desired,  at  the  time  I wrote,  to  be  with- 
drawn from  the  army.  I informed  general  Scott 
officially,  on  the  20th  of  June,  that  I should  apply 
to  the  president  to  be  relieved,  and  should  demand 
a court  of  inquiry.  On  the  evening  of  the  23d  we 
met,  and  an  explanation  took  place.  About  ten 
o’clock  that  night,  he  put  into  my  hands  a letter 
addressed  to  the  secretary  of  war  or  the  adjutant 
general,  I do  not  remember  which,  to  part  of  which 
I objected  in  the  presence  of  his  aid  and  mine.  On 
the  morning  of  the  24th,  he  informed  me  he  would 
ask  to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  war  depart- 
ment the  offensive  letters;  and  on  the  25th  I ad- 
dressed a letter  to  the  secretary  of  war,  in  which  1 
expressed  my  readiness  to  continue  under  his  com- 
mand until  the  close  of  the  campaign.  I consider- 
ed all  personal  difference  at  an  end;  but  I believed, 
and  so  expressed  myself  to  those  around  me,  that 
the  government  owed  it  to  the  country  to  have  the 
whole  subject  of  the  campaign  investigated.  I con- 
sidered it  no  longer  a question  between  general 
Scott  and  me,  but  between  him  and  the  country,  or 
me  and  the  country.  Respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  TH.  S.  JESUP. 

Francis  P.  Blair,  esq.  Washington  city. 

Head  quarters,  army  of  the  south, 
Columbus,  (Geo.)  June  16,  1836. 

Sir:  Since  I wrote  to  you  on  the  12th,  I have 
heard  of  the  arrival  at  Hawkinsville  and  Macon  of 
most  of  the  supplies  I had  ordered  via  Darien. — 
These  are  now  in  wagons,  and  within  two,  three 
and  four  days  of  this  place.  I have  also  just  heard 
that  the  muskets  ordered  from  Augusta  may  be 
expected  here  perhaps  to-morrow."  With  these 
arms  and  the  1,800  accoutrements  from  Hawkins- 
ville, nearly  the  whole  of  the  Georgia  line  may  be 
fitted  for  the  field.  At  present,  of  the  2,200  men 
raaj.  gen.  Sanford  has  in  his  camp  on  the  other  side 
of  the  river,  only'-  about  400  are  armed.  All  the 
other  armed  men  have  been  detached  below  to 
guard  the  river,  and  which,  as  yet,  from  the  want  of 
men,  is  but  very  imperfectly  guarded. 

After  writing  to  you  on  the  12th,  I received  your 
letter  of  the  8th.  This  would  completely  have 
mystified  me,  but  for  the  explanations  given  by 
some  of  the  Georgia  gentlemen  who  accompanied 
you  from  this  place.  For  example,  you  wrote  to 
me  on  the  Gth  that  you  were  just  about  to  set  out 
for  Montgomery,  and  yet  I find  you  back  at  Tuske- 
gee  on  the  8th.  You  do  not  tell  me  that  you  had 
been  absent  so  far  as  Live  creek,  and  that  you  there 
had  met  the  governor.  You  are  silent  as  to  any  in- 
terviews you  had  had  with  him,  either  at  Live 
creek  or  at  Tuskegee,  to  which  place,  I understand 
from  others,  he  followed  you.  Some  difficulties 
you  undoubtedly 'experienced  in  getting  the  com- 
mand of  the  Alabama  troops;  but  what  those  diffi- 
culties were,  you  carefully  conceal  from  me.  You 
content  yourself  with  saying:  “I  have  not  yet  ob- 
tained the  command  of  the  troops,  but  if  I obtain  it 


at  all,  I shall  probably  enter  on  duty  to-morrow.” — 
J But  why  you  had  not  at  first  obtained  the  command 
of  the  troops,  and  why  the  doubt  whether  you 
would  obtain  it  at  all,  you  again  carefully  conceal 
from  me. 

In  a subsequent  part  of  your  letter  you  say:  “I 
learn  from  the  governor  that  gen.  Moore  will,”  &c. 
How  did  you  learn  this  from  the  governor?  You 
do  not  tell  me  that  you  had  met  him  at  Live  creek, 
and  that,  turning  back  yourself,  he  had  followed 
you  to  Tuskegee.  It  might  have  been  by  letter.* 

Allow  me  to  say  that  the  whole  letter  is  mysteri- 
ous and  enigmatical  in  the  extreme,  and  that  it  is 
not  such  a communication  as  you  ought  to  have 
made  me.”  If  the  governor  made  the  difficulties 
about  placing  you  in  the  command  of  the  troops, 
that  important  fact  ought  not  to  have  been  conceal- 
ed from  me;  and  if  he  did  not,  who  else  interposed 
difficulties? 

You  further  tell  me  that  “if  a movement  be  de- 
termined on,  I will  send  you  information  of  it  by  a 
runner.”  A movement  to  be  determined  on  by 
whom?  The  Alabama  commanders,  or  those  in 
conjunction  with  yourself?  Either  you  were  plac- 
ed in  command,  or  you  have  not  been.  In  the  first 
place,  you  would  certainly  determine  on  no  scheme 
of  offensive  operations  without  my  previous  con- 
currence and  readiness  to  co-operate;  yet,  without 
receiving  any  runner  from  you,  or  communication 
of  any  kind,  since  the  8th  instant,  a passenger  in 
the  stage  by  the  upper  route,  just  arrived  here,  re- 
ports that  you,  at  the  head  of  about  3,000  Alaba- 
mians and  1,000  friendly  Indians,  were  about  to 
march  upon  Neo  Micco’s  band,  and  to  commence 
offensive  operations  on  a great  scale!  I have  no 
doubt  there  is  a gross  mistake  in  this  report.  You 
may,  perhaps,  have  been  about  to  make  some  de- 
fensive movement  or  operation  to  clear  a frontier 
settlement  of  a portion  of  the  enemy;  but  I will 
not  believe  that  you  have  declared  your  indepen- 
dence of  my  authority. 

It  is  certain  that  brigadier  general  Moore,  of  Ala- 
bama, has  commenced  a course  of  offensive  opera- 
tions, from  Irwinton  up  the  country.  From  this 
fact,  I have  rather  inferred  that  you  have  not  even 
yet  been  invested  with  the  command  of  the  Alaba- 
mians, or  you  certainly  would  have  stopped  his 
premature  and  isolated  [movement].  These  doubts 
and  conjectures,  in  the  absence  of  all  direct  intelli- 
gence from  you,  are  sufficiently  harrassing.  I mean 
to  be  explicit  and  precise  on  my  part.  I desire  you 
instantly  to  stop  all  offensive  movements  (if  you 
are  in  command)  on  the  part  of  the  Alabamians, 
until  the  Georgians  are  ready  to  act,  say  on  the  21st 
instant,  when  the  greater  number  of  them  will  be 
armed  and  ready  for  the  field.  By  that  time,  too, 
there  will  be  on  the  frontier  the  greater  part  of  the 
regulars  and  marines  ordered  from  the  north.  On 
that  day,  if  the  movements  of  general  Moore  shall 
not  render  a modification  of  my  plan  necessary,  I 
shall  begin  to  assemble  the  troops  on  this  side  of 
the  nation,  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  Ir- 
winton, and  operate  up  the  country.  It  is  my  de- 
sire that  you  meet  me  about  that  time  and  place, 
and  that  you  bring  with  you  any  disposable  force 
you  conveniently  can,  or  that  you  hold  the  whole  of 
the  Alabamians  in  defensive  positions  on  the  fron- 
tier settlements  till  I shall  bring  the  war  into  their 
neighborhood,  when  you  can  come  into  the  general 
line  of  operations  with  me. 

No  quartermaster  has  arrived  here  but  Dr.  Waite. 
Captain  Page  says  that,  under  his  instructions  from 
the  war  department,  his  presence  in  this  quarter  is 
indispensable.  No  flints  and  no  ammunition  have 
yet  arrived. 

I have  heard  of  shipments  from  New  Orleans  of 
army  supplies,  but  none  have  arrived.  Subsistence, 
with  arms  and  accoutrements,  from  Hawkinsville, 
will  begin  to  come  in  to-morrow. 

I shall  cause  a large  deposite  of  subsistence  to  be 
made  at  Irwinton,  another  at  Fort  Mitchell,  and  a 
third  at  this  place.  I am  inquiring,  and  may  esta- 
blish a fourth  depot  at  some  convenient  point  be- 
tween Irwinton  and  Fort  Mitchell. 

Six  companies  of  regulars  have  arrived  here  to- 
day, and  Munro’s  three  days  ago;  they  are  sent  to 
guard  the  Indians  at  Fort  Mitchell. 

I remain,  with  undiminished  confidence,  yours, 
most  respectfully,  WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

Major  gen.  T.  S.  Jesup,  U.  S.  A.  com.  <§*c. 

Head  quarters  army  of  the  south, 
Columbus,  (Ga.)  June  17,  1836. 

Sir:  I have  this  moment  received  your  two  let- 
ters of  the  15th  and  17th  instant. 


( Note  furnished  with  the  copy.) 

*So  the  fact  was  communicated,  the  importance 
of  adding  that  it  was  communicated  by  letter  or 
orally  cannot  be  perceived. 


I am  infinitely  astonished  and  distressed  to  hear 
of  your  near  approach,  and  in  a starving  condition,* * 
to  Fort  Mitchell.  You  knew  that  your  forces  were 
not  wanted  there;  you  knew'  that  no  supplies  could 
reach  even  Irwinton  from  New  Orleans  earlier  than 
the  21st  instant,  if  so  soon;  and  you  knew,  by  my 
letter  of  the  10th,  that  nothing  had  arrived  as  high 
as  Hawkinsville,  upon  the  Oakmulgee,  and  conse- 
quently nothing  could  have  reached  this  place  by 
the  present  date  from  that  river.  I also  ought  to 
add  that  you  knew  when  you  left  here  that  the 
troops,  daily  increasing,  were  living  from  hand  to 
mouth  on  the  precarious  supplies  ot  the  neighbor- 
hood. Under  these  circumstances,  imagine  my  as- 
tonishment to  learn  that,  instead  of  marching  the 
disposable  force  of  Alabama  upon  Irwinton,  with 
subsistence  for  at  least  ten  or  five  days  in  advance, 
to  hear  that  you  have  come  through  the  heart  of  the 
Indian  country,  seeking  private  adventures,  which, 
if  successful,  could  hardly  have  advanced  the  w ar, 
and  against  my  known  plan  of  operations,  to  Fort 
Mitchell,  forty-five  miles  out  of  position!  It  is 
precisely  general  Gaines’s  movement  upon  Fort 
King,  where  there  was  no  subsistence;  and  there  is 
none,  as  you  ought  to  have  known,  at  Fort  Mitchell. \ 
My  grief  and  distress  are  at  their  utmost  height. — 
This  strange  movement  you  have  made  without 
giving  me  the  slightest  notice.  You  had  not  in- 
formed me,  you  do  not  even  now  tell  me,  that  you 
are  in  command  of  the  Alabamians,  and  your  last 
letter,  of  the  8th  instant,  stated  that  it  was  doubtful 
whether  you  would  even  be  invested  with  that  com- 
mand. All  this  is  infinitely  strange,  and  was  the  last 
thing  in  the  world  that  was  to  be  expected  Irom  you. 

Well,  to  prevent  starvation,  I have  called  lor  the 
quartermaster  and  commissary,  and  demanded  from 
them  what  rations  and  forage  they  could  supply. 
Lieutenant  Waite,  the  quartermaster,  had,  with 
great  difficulty,  provided  some  corn  for  my  move- 
ment, at  the  head  of  the  Georgians,  on  the  21st  or 
22d,  and  lieutenant  McCrabb  had  just  nearly  ex- 
hausted the  market  to  obtain  two  or  three  days’  ra- 
tions for  the  troops  already  at  Fort  Mitchell.  At 
the  risk  of  starving  the  troops  on  the  river,  (the 
Georgians  and  regulars),  I have  ordered  the  quar- 
termaster to  send  you  five  hundred  bushels  of  corn, 
and  the  commissary  to  move  heaven  and  earth  to 
send  two  or  three  days’  subsistence  for  the  troops 
brought  with  you.  To  prevent,  how'ever,  all  fur- 
ther erratic  movements,  I desire  you  to  encamp 
your  forces  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort 
Mitchell  till  further  orders,  or  until  I can  see  you. 
We  will  keep  your  forces,  and  those  previously  on 
the  river,  from  starving,  if  possible,  till  the  arrival 
of  the  Oakmulgee  supplies,  which  I suppose  w ill 
precede  those  from  New  Orleans  by  some  days. 

The  first,  and  one  of  the  worst  effects  of  your  ar- 
rival, will  be  to  prevent  a movement  of  the  Geor- 
gians and  regulars  as  early  as  I intended,  The 
former  have  pushed  their  impatience  for  active 
operations  almost  to  a state  of  mutiny;  a result 
which  I may  not  be  able  to  prevent,  if  they  should 
learn  that  the  arrival  of  the  Alabamians  is  to  hold 
them  in  a state  of  inglorious  activity  many  days 
longer. 

I wrote  to  you  yesterday,  and  despatched  the 
letter  by  a runner  from  Fort  Mitchell.  I shall  en- 
deavor to  visit  Fort  Mitchell  to-morrow'  or  the  next 
day.  Though  in  grief,  I still  remain  yours,  with 
great  regard,  WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

Some  wagons  with  subsistence  are  despatched 
to-night,  but  cannot  arrive,  I learn  from  Mr.  Waite, 
till  to-morrow  morning.  Some  corn  (two  hundred 
and  fifty  or  three  hundred  bushels)  will  be  down 
by  ten  o’clock  to-morrow,  in  a boat.  W.  S. 

Head  quarters  second  army  corps,  southern  army, 
Campon  thewaters  of  Hatchechvbbee,  June  17,  1836. 

General:  I have  this  instant  received  your  let- 
ter of  yesterday.  I regret  that  my  operations  have 
met  your  disapprobation;  but  they  were  commenc- 
ed, and  have  been  continued,  for  the  purpose  of 
staying  the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife,  and  pre- 

( Note  furnished  with  the  copy.) 

*When  general  Jesup  arrived  at  Fort  Mitchell, 
on  the  night  of  the  18th  of  June,  he  found  a steam- 
boat with  seventy  thousand  rations,  which  he  had 
ordered  from  New  Orleans  before  he  left  Washing- 
ton city,  and  he  found  in  the  neighborhood  several 
thousand  bushels  of  corn,  which  he  had  directed 
captain  Page  to  secure  early  in  June.  He  was 
surely  entitled  to  some  small  share  of  the  benefits 
of  his  own  arrangements.  If  general  Scott  was  not 
acquainted  with  the  resources  at  his  command,  it 
was  not  the  fault  of  general  Jesup. 

■[General  Jesup  knew  that  the  navigation  was 
good,  and  he  expected  the  arrival  of  steamboats  with 
supplies  at  Columbus  by  the  15th  of  June.  He  had 
subsistence  sufficient  for  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand to  the  22d  of  June. 
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venting  the  devastation  of  entire  settlements  or 
neighborhoods  on  the  frontier.  They  have  had  the 
effect  of  tranquilizing,  in  some  measure,  the  fron- 
tier people,  and  of  inducing  them  to  remain  at  their 
homes.  I regret  the  censure  implied  in  your  re- 
marks, because  it  is  unmerited.  I acted  in  accord- 
ance with  what  I believed  to  he  the  spirit  of  your 
instructions;  but,  even  were  my  conduct  in  direct 
opposition  to  your  instructions  given  at  a former 
period,  the  altered  circumstances  of  the  country 
are,  I should  think,  a full  justification.  I consider 
it  so,  for  I have  none  of  that  courage  which  would 
enable  me  to  remain  inactive  when  women  and 
children  are  daily  falling  beneath  the  blows  of  the 
savage.  Writing  in  the  open  field,  where  I am  in- 
terrupted every  moment  by  matters  of  detail  of  eve- 
ry kind,  even  to  the  placing  of  a wagon,  I cannot 
now  explain  the  remarks  in  my  letter  which  you  have 
considered  so  enigmatical , further  than  to  say,  in  jus- 
tice to  governor  Clay,  that  he  made  no  opposition 
to  my  assuming  command,  but  made  every  effort  to 
sustain  me;  and  to  add  that,  if  successful  in  my 
present  operations,  I shall  owe  much  of  that  suc- 
cess to  his  able  arrangements.  The  troops,  or  ra- 
ther a part  of  them,  were  opposed,  not  to  me  per- 
sonally, but  to  any  officer  of  the  United  States 
taking  command  of  them;  and  I would  take  com- 
mand of  militia  and  volunteers  on  no  other  terms 
than  their  consent.  I would  resign  my  commission 
first. 

I am  now  within  five  miles  of  Enea  Mathla’s 
camp,  with  twelve  companies  of  volunteers  and 
four  or  five  hundred  Indian  warriors.  Eleven  hun- 
dred warriors,  under  Hopothle  Yoholo,  will  join  to- 
night, and  perhaps  five  hundred  volunteers  from 
Alabama.  1 made  such  arrangements  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  settlements  in  my  rear,  that  I feel  as- 
sured of  their  entire  security.  I would  have  struck 
the  enemy  to-night,  but  for  your  letter;  if  he  is  not 
struck  to-morrow  morning,  he  will  escape  for  the 
present,  but  the  force  I have  in  the  field  is  sufficient 
to  pursue  and  reduce  him. 

With  every  disposition  to  perform  their  duty,  the 
volunteers  and  militia  are  necessarily  extremely  ir- 
regular in  their  returns,  &c.  I am  not,  therefore, 
able  to  send  you  a return  in  form  of  the  force  under 
my  command.  I am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedi- 
ent serv’t,  T.  S.  JESUP,  major  gen.  com. 

Maj.  gen.  Scott,  com.  of  southern  army,  Columbus,  Ga. 

RECEPTION  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  AT 
NASHVILLE. 

From  the  Boston  Morning  Post. 

The  Nashville  Union  states  that  the  president,  on 
his  journey  to  the  Hermitage,  accompanied  by  maj. 
Donelson,  and  a few  friends  who  had  previously 
joined  him,  was  met  about  thirty-five  miles  from 
Nashville,  by  the  citizens’  committee  and  by  the 
young  men’s  committee  of  the  city  and  county, 
early  in  the  morning  of  the  4th  ult.  on  the  road 
about  three  miles  east  from  Lebanon.  When  the 
citizens’  committee  approached  him  in  form.  The 
lion.  George  W.  Campbell,  their  chairman,  saluted 
him  by  the  delivery  of  an  eloquent  and  appropriate 
address,  of  which  we  give  the  following  brief  epi- 
tome. 

Impressed  with  a lively  sense  of  the  great  and 
important  services  which  the  president  had  ren- 
dered the  country,  in  the  various  exalted  stations 
in  which  he  had  acted,  they  were  happy  in  this  op- 
portunity to  express  to  him  and  the  world  the  high 
estimation  in  which  they  held  them.  In  regard  to 
his  military  achievements,  they  had  already  become 
the  property  of  the  nation,  and  of  the  civilized 
world.  But  the  speaker  would  refer  to  some  of 
those  peculiar  traits  of  character  which  have  not 
always  attracted  the  notice  which  they  deserved. 
Among  these,  he  mentioned  a readiness  to  risk  all 
dangers,  at  every  personal  hazard,  when  the  good 
of  his  country  required  it.  Thus,  when,  during  the 
late  war,  gen.  Jackson  marehed  with  raw  troops 
against  the  savage  Indians,  when  harrassed  by  the 
superior  numbers  of  the  enemy,  destitute  of  sup- 
plies, which  occasioned  indications  of  a mutiny 
among  his  men,  he  hazarded  life  and  reputation, 
sustained  his  ground,  and  shared  their  wants  and 
ufferings  until  supplies  and  reinforcements  arrived 
— then  attacked  and  demolished  the  savage  enemy. 

His  enemies  at  that  time  were  disappointed,  and 
no,  a few  of  those  who  acted  a reprehensible  part 
then,  appear  to  form  the  nucleus  of  the  party  in  Ten- 
nessee who  are  most  opposed  to  the  measures  of  his 
administration.  Again,  when  a powerful  force 
landed  in  New  Orleans,  to  seize  that  city,  general 
Jackson  hastened  to  the  rescue  with  an  inferior 
force,  to  attack  the  most  distinguished  troops  of 
Europe,  and  saved  the  city  preparatory  to  the  great 
victory  of  the  8th  of  January.  Great  clamor  was 
raised  against  him  for  adopting  martial  law  in  the 
defence  of  New  Orleans,  which,  however,  proved 
ultimately  the  best  expedient  that  could  have  been 


adopted.  This  was  another  proof  of  a patriotic 
recklessness  of  self.  The  victory  of  the  Sth  of 
January,  over  a force  vastly  superior  to  his  own, 
has  not  only  immortalized  his  military  fame,  but 
greatly  elevated  the  American  character.  It  wyas 
viewed  in  Europe  as  the  most  brilliant  achieve- 
ment of  modern  times,  and  placed  the  American 
character  on  a level  with  that  of  the  noble  Ro- 
man. Since  general  Jackson  has  been  chief  magis- 
trate of  the  nation,  he  has  realized  the  most  sanguine 
expectations  of  the  people,  and  signally  disappoint- 
ed his  enemies,  while  every  effort  has  been  made 
to  embarrass  him.  His  first  veto  upon  the  right  of 
the  general  government  to  make  internal  improve- 
ments within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  states,  has  been 
sustained  by  the  people  by  increased  majorities  at 
the  ballot  box.  The  next  great  work  of  his  admi- 
nistration, which  was  also  sustained  by  the  appro- 
bation of  the  people,  both  friends  and  foes,  was  the 
strangling  of  the  doctrine  of  nullification.  His 
measures  against  the  bank  have  likewise  been  ap- 
proved ultimately  by  the  people,  notwithstanding 
the  embittered  clamor  of  the  opposition.  The  re- 
sult was  universal  prosperity.  The  extraordinary 
censure  of  a majority  of  one  branch  of  the  national 
legislature  will  finally  be  annulled  by  the  expung- 
ing resolutions,  and  be  remembered  only  to  show 
the  injustice  and  recklessness  of  its  authors.  Ano- 
ther great  work  of  his  administration  is  the  rallying 
of  the  democratic  party,  and  the  restoration  of  the 
great  practical  principles  of  Jefferson.  Those  who 
formerly  belonged  to  the  democratic  party,  but  who 
have  opposed  the  present  administration,  will,  it  is 
believed,  ere  long,  repent  the  course  they  have  pur- 
sued. The  distinguished  acts  of  his  eventful  life 
will  be  handed  clown  to  the  most  distant  posterity 
when  his  enemies  are  forgotten.  The  speech  then 
closed  with  expressing  the  joy  which  the  citizens 
then  felt  in  the  opportunity  of  doing  (to  use  the 
words  of  Jefferson)  “honor  to  him  who  has  filled 
the  measure  of  his  country’s  glory.” 

After  Mr.  C.  concluded  his  remarks,  the  presi- 
dent replied  as  follows: 

Sir:  I am  at  a loss  for  words  to  give  utterance 
to  the  feelings  which  have  been  excited  by  the 
terms  you  have  employed,  on  this  occasion,  in  ten- 
dering me  the  welcome  of  my  neighbors  and  friends. 
Availing  myself  of  a short  respite  from  the  cares 
of  office,  I left  the  seat  of  government  entirely  from 
a wish  to  look  into  my  private  affairs,  which,  after 
a long  separation  from  them,  required  a little  of  my 
personal  attention.  So  general  and  lively  a mani- 
festation of  the  respect  of  my  fellow  citizens  as 
this  is,  and  as  I have  received  frequently  on  other 
occasions  throughout  my  journey,  was  therefore 
unexpected.  It  is,  however,  not  the  less  accepta- 
ble— on  the  contrary,  I regard  it  as  one  of  the  most 
flattering  evidences  I have  ever  received  of  the 
interest  the  people  take  in  the  operations  of  the 
government;  and  I should  he  callous  indeed,  if, 
after  the  events  of  the  last  seven  years,  when  my 
conduct  has  engaged  so  much  of  the  public  atten- 
tion, I did  not  feel  profoundly  and  gratefully  thfj 
obligations  which  belong  to  the  assurance  that  those 
for  whom  I have  labored  to  do  justice,  not  only  to 
to  my  intentions,  but  far  more  than  justice  in  the 
extent  they  are  pleased  to  give  to  their  approbation 
of  all  the  leading  measures  of  my  administration. 
That  this  assurance,  sir,  comes  from  yon,  as  the  or- 
gan of  so  numerous  and  respectable  a portion  of  the 
citizens  of  Nashville  and  its  vicinity,  enhances  its 
value.  You  have  been  acquainted  with  my  public 
and  private  life.  You  have  filled  elevated  and  re- 
sponsible stations  in  the  public  service,  particularly 
in  the  administration  of  Mr.  Madison ; and  you 
have  been  a uniform  supporter  of  the  principles  of 
the  republican  party  which  brought  that  illustrious 
statesman  into  power. 

You  have  adverted,  sir,  to  some  of  the  most  pro- 
minent acts  of  my  military  and  civil  career,  but 
have  traced  in  terms  of  too  much  partiality  to  me 
the  considerations  which  gave  them  a claim  to  the 
notice  of  my  country.  In  the  most  of  them  I was 
but  the  agent  of  the  power  derived  from  the  masses 
of  brave  and  intelligent  citizens  who  were  associ- 
ated in  the  service  with  me — in  all  of  them,  the  co- 
operation and  assistance  necessary  to  give  them 
success  show  how  small  can  be  the  claim  of  a sin- 
gle individual  to  the  applause  which  may  be  due  to 
them,  as  causes  of  the  public  good.  That  those 
acts  should  have  rnet  with  opposition  from  those 
who  doubted  their  justice  or  policy,  was  natural, 
and  that  it  should  have  been  directed  at  me  person- 
ally, in  the  spirit  of  fairness  and  candor,  was  to 
have  been  expected.  In  proportion,  however,  as 
this  opposition  has  singled  me  out  as  the  mark  of 
unsparing  abuse — in  proportion  as  it  has  sought  by 
unfair  means  to  degrade  me,  for  the  purpose  of  ren- 
dering inefficient  and  odious  the  results  of  a service 
called  for  by  the  interests  of  the  country,  have  I felt 
myself  unduly  honored.  Such  a course  of  opposi- 


tion could  not  weaken  the  sentiments  of  justice 
and  magnanimity  in  the  bosoms  of  my  countrymen, 
and  it  could  therefore  do  no  injury,  except  to  make 
me  an  object  of  too  much  favor  in  their  affections. 

In  respect,  sir,  to  those  portions  of  my  military- 
conduct  which  arrayed  against  me  the  power  you 
have  described  as  not  without  a political  influence 
in  the  present  day,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  find 
that  your  approving  voice  does  justice  to  the  pa- 
triotic sacrifices  of  the  brave  men  who  were  my 
companions  in  arms.  The  steps  which  were  neces- 
sary to  put  an  end  to  the  ravages  of  the  tomahawk 
and.  scalping  knife,  and  free  our  territory  from  fo- 
reign invasion  were  pursued  with  energy  and  were 
crowned  with  success.  If,  in  their  execution, 
there  were  those,  who  from  feelings  of  mistaken 
humanity,  could  not  yield  their  co-operation,  or 
from  other  causes,  could  not  sanction  the  means 
pursued  by  me,  it  was  for  the  country  to  judge  how 
far  they  were  right  or  wrong.  To  this  tribunal  1 
cheerfully  left  the  judgment  which  the  historian 
will  record,  and  it  will  be  honor  enough  for  the  gal- 
lant spirits  whose  prowess  was  signalized  in  the  In- 
dian forest  and  on  the  plains  of  New  Orleans,  to 
know  that  it  is  in  accordance  with  the  favorable 
judgment  you  have  expressed  on  this  occasion,  and 
may  forget  that  there  ever  was  an  attempt  made  to 
cast  a shade  over  their  actions.  It  is  true,  sir,  that 
in  many  of  these  operations  my  conduct  for  awhile 
was  misrepresented  to  my  countrymen,  and  my 
character  was  denounced  as  an  object  of  execration. 

1 was  held  up  then  as  a violator  of  the  public  law, 
and  as  a tyrant  and  usurper;  but  the  intelligence 
and  virtue  of  the  people  could  not  long  tolerate  the 
prevalence  of  error  and  prejudice,  and  shielded  by 
their  power,  I was  soon  placed  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  shafts  of  calumny  and  detraction. 

It  may  be  too  much,  sir,  for  me  to  cherish  the 
expectation  that  such  will  he  late  of  all  the  bitter 
effusions  which  are  now  directed  at  me  because  of 
the  manner  in  which  I have  performed  the  duties 
of  the  presidency.  Your  flattering  language,  how- 
ever, on  this  occasion,  and  the  support  already  given 
to  the  leading  measures  of  my  administration,  make 
my  obligations  on  this  score  to  the  discernment 
and  firmness  of  the  people,  far  greater  than  those  I 
have  acknowledged  in  the  humbler  relations  of  my 
life. 

At  no  period  of  our  politital  history  have  there 
been  questions  of  deeper  import  to  the  union  and 
:tuity  of  our  free  institutions  than  those  which 
arisen  under  my  administration.  This  was 
the  natural  effect  of  the  long  peace  which  prevail- 
ed, and  of  the  great  stimulus  it  communicated  to 
the  numerous  sources  of  our  national  and  individu- 
al wealth  and  prosperity.  Hitherto  the  recollec- 
tions of  the  revolutionary  struggle,  and  the  impul- 
ses of  our  war  with  Great  Britain,  had  brought  into 
action  chiefly  those  influences  which  guarded  us 
against  foreign  invasion.  These  influences  tended 
to  harmonize  all  the  sections  of  our  confederacy  as 
long  as  the  situation  of  the  country  gave  them  a 
claim  to  the  popular  attention.  But  the  time  had 
arrived  when  thirteen  millions  of  freemen  ceased 
to  feel  much  apprehension  about  the  power  of  fo- 
reign nations,  and  the  public  mind  necessarily 
turned  its  chief  attention  to  domestic  affairs,  and  to 
the  various  schemes  calculated  to  dcvelope  their 
improvement.  In  this  state  of  things,  the  internal 
action  of  the  government  had  to  be  tested  in  many 
aspects  that  were  new,  and  principles  heretofore 
considered  plain  and  undisputed,  became  compli- 
cated and  confused  in  their  application  to  the  va- 
rious interests  which  sprung  up  in  the  different  sec- 
tions of  the  union.  Under  such  circumstances,  it 
was  not  to  be  expected  that  I could  avoid  difficul- 
ties in  the  administration  of  the  government.  That 
I have  treated,  in  the  manner  the  best  calculated  to 
reconcile  them  to  the  public  good,  and  prevent 
their  weakening  the  bonds  of  our  happy  union,  is 
more  than  I can  hope;  but  I trust  that  my  conduct, 
when  impartially  examined,  will  be  found  to  have 
been  controlled  at  leasrt  by  an  anxious  desire  to  pre- 
serve the  principles  of  the  constitution,  and  to  keep 
the  general  government  within  the  limits  of  its  le- 
gitimate authority.  Those  difficulties  have  doubt- 
less in  some  instances  been  rendered  more  embar- 
rassing by  the  acts  of  factious  politicians,  but  in 
the  far  greater  number  of  cases,  as  you  have  justly 
intimated,  they  have  sprung  out  of  the  radical  dif- 
ference which  has  ever  distinguished  the  republican 
and  federal  parties. 

There  was  a time,  sir,  when  I thought  the  de-  j 
mocratic  principles  of  our  system  might  be  main- 
tained with  less  of  the  rigidity,  in  the  policy  which 
excluded  their  opponents  from  a leading  influence 
in  the  councils  of  the  government  than  had  been 
observed  by  some  of  the  administrations  which  pre- 
ceded mine.  Experience,  however,  soon  satisfied 
me,  that  in  the  latitude  in  which  I indulged  this  j 
opinion,  I did  not  give  due  weight  to  the  causes 
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that  influence  the  conduct  of  public  men.  I could  | 
not  fail  to  learn  by  the  circumstances  to  which  you  j 
have  alluded,  when  tracing  the  means  resorted  to  j 
by  the  bank  of  the  U.  States,  and  by  the  advocates  I 
of  nullification  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  consolidation  i 
on  the  other,  that  it  will  be  almost  impossible  to 
obtain  an  administration  true  to  the  constitution 
and  faithful  to  the  great  trusts  it  creates  for  the 
good  of  the  people,  unless  the  people  themselves 
exercise  the  most  sleepless  vigilance,  not  only  in 
respect  to  the  measures  of  government,  but  to  the 
agents  they  employ  to  carry  them  into  execution.  It 
is  true  that  the  chief  interest  of  the  people  is  in  the 
measures  of  the  government.  But  measures  can- 
not be  carried  into  effect  without  agents,  and  they 
must  from  the  nature  of  things  fail  unless  these 
agents  are  faithful  representatives,  and  give  their 
hearts  as  well  as  their  promises  to  the  constitu- 
tional objects  of  their  appointment.  Practically, 
therefore  the  difficulties  ol  an  administration  consist 
less  in  knowing  and  adopting  what  is  just  and  pro- 
per in  itself,  than  in  being  able  to  obtain  that  co- 
operation through  agents  which  is  necessary  to  se- 
cure to  the  people  the  advantages  they  have  a right 
to  expect  from  a government  established  for  their 
good  alone.  Thus  whilst  we  have  seen,  in  the  sys- 
tem of  local  improvements  by  the  general  govern- 
ment— in  the  encroachments  and  corruption  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States — in  the  resortto  disunion 
through  the  process  of  nullification — in  the  attempt 
at  consolidation  by  the  exercise  of  power  defined 
only  by  the  discretion  of  congress — the  various 
forms  through  which  the  old  enemy  of  republican- 
ism has  attempted  to  engraft  new  features  on  the 
constitution,  and  make  it  by  construction  and  im- 
plication what  the  people  never  intended  it  to  be; 
we  have  also  seen  how  greatly  the  dangers  of  this 
foe  can  be  increased  by  its  power  to  interest  in  its 
cause  those  who  owe  their  elevation  to  the  people, 
and  who  have  professed  an  attachment  to  republi- 
can principles  in  the  very  acts  of  their  betrayal  of 
them. 

If,  sir,  by  the  course  which  I have  pursued,  I 
have  disappointed  this  secret,  but  ever  active  foe 
to  the  true  and  lasting  interests  of  the  country,  and 
shall  have  awakened  the  people  to  a more  vivid 
and  salutary  sense  of  the  importance  of  their  vigi- 
lance and  union,  in  digesting  and  executing  the 
measures  calculated  to  perpetuate  a system  of  go- 
vernment founded  upon  their  supreme  will  and  au- 
thority, I shall  deem  myself  fortunate  indeed.  The 
consciousness,  at  least,  of  having  labored  assidu- 
ously to  produce  this  effect,  and  the  assurances 
I have  already  received  of  the  public  approbation, 
will  render  powerless  the  attempts  which  have 
been  made  to  misrepresent  my  acts  and  calumniate 
my  motives. 

I was  aware  of  the  responsibility  devolved  upon 
me  when  the  people  elevated  me  to  the  presidency, 
and  I was  not  long  in  perceiving  that  the  attempts 
to  curtail  their  rights  and  privileges  would  have  to 
be  met  by  bold  and  energetic  measures,  differing  in 
the  extent  of  their  importance  and  delicacy  of  their 
execution  from  those  which  I had  been  called  on  to 
pursue  in  the  military  service,  but  similar  in  the 
risks  to  which  they  exposed  me.  To  be  now  called 
a dictator  and  a usurper  can  therefore  be  no  new 
terrors  to  me,  whatever  impressions  such  epithets 
may  make  for  the  moment.  I have  too  much  con- 
fidence in  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  my  country- 
men to  suppose  that  their  judgment  will  ever  he 
founded  on  any  other  considerations  than  those  of 
truth  and  justice. 

Allow  me  to  thank  you  again,  sir,  for  your  kind- 
ness on  this  occasion  and  to  assure  my  neighbors 
and  friends,  so  many  of  whom  are  within  my  hear- 
ing, that  I shall  always  feel  proud  of  their  confi- 
dence and  attachment. 

After  the  president  had  done  speaking,  Andrew 
Ewing,  esq.  of  the  young  men’s  committee,  then 
greeted  the  president  by  the  delivery  of  a hand- 
some and  appropriate  address — peculiarly  appro- 
priate, as  coming  from  a son  of  one  of  general 
Jackson’s  esteemed  friends,  now  no  more.  The 
president  replied  to  Mr.  Ewing  briefly,  but  in  an 
eloquent  and  dignified  manner.  General  Jackson 
was  then  escorted,  by  the  committees,  to  the  Her- 
mitage, stopping  to  "breakfast  at  Lebanon  and  din- 
ing at  Mavson’s,  where  he  was  met  by  a large  con- 
course of  friends,  on  whose  behalf  he  was  addressed 
by  captain  Peter  Mosely,  which  was  delivered  in 
all  the  warmth  and  sincerity  of  old  friendship. 


DINNER  TO  MR.  CA.LHOUN  AND  GENE- 
RAL THOMPSON. 

From  the  Pendleton  Messenger. 

The  dinner  to  Mr.  Calhoun  and  general  Thomp- 
son, on  Friday  last,  was  well  attended.  Indeed  a 
considerable  number  of  the  citizens  of  the  district 
supposing  probably,  that  it  was  to  be  a barbecue, 
or  dinner  out  of  doors,  assembled  in  the  village. 


and  as  it  was  altogether  certain  that  not  the  fourth 
part  of  those  present  could  be  accommodated,  even 
in  the  large  room  where  the  dinner  table  was  to  be 
provided,  it  was  suggested  to  gen.  Thompson  that 
an  address  from  him  previously,  would  be  very  ac- 
ceptable, which  all  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
hearing.  This  requesthe  promptly  complied  with, 
and  previous  to  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  ad- 
dressed his  constituents  for  an  hour  or  more,  on  the 
general  topics  which  occupied  the  attention  of  con- 
gress at  the  late  session.  He  gave  an  eloquent  and 
startling  account  of  the  corruption  and  political 
profligacy  of  the  times,  and  we  have  no  doubt, 
awakened  the  attention  of  some  who  had  not  been 
before  aroused,  to  the  dangerous  and  rapid  strides 
of  abolitionism  at  the  north.  The  passage  of  the 
bill  distributing  the  surplus,  and  thus  taking  away 
from  the  government  the  means  of  corruption  he 
alluded  to  as  the  only  bright  event  of  the  session. 
The  address  was  listened  to  with  great  attention 
and  manifest  approbation. 

Near  a hundred  persons  sat  down  to  the  dinner 
in  Dr.  Reese’s  long  room;  col.  Edward  Harleston 
acting  as  president,  and  capt.  Jacob  Warley  as  vice 
president  of  the  day.  Among  the  regular  toasts 
was  the  following. 

Our  distinguished  senator  in  congress,  the  lion. 
John  C.  Calhoun — His  long  political  career  has  been 
characterised  by  devotion  to  the  best  interests  of 
his  country;  and  he  now  stands  pre-eminent  among 
the  advocates  of  the  rights  of  the  states  and  the 
people,  and  the  opponents  of  irresponsible  power 
and  misrule. 

After  the  applause  which  followed  this  toast  had 
subsided,  Mr.  Calhoun  rose  and  addressed  the  com- 
pany with  great  animation,  for  half  an  hour  or  more. 
The  following  is  the  substance  of  his  remarks. 

SUBSTANCE  OF  MR.  CALHOUN’S  REMARKS. 

Mr.  C.  said:  After  25  years,  fellow  citizens,  of 
interrupted  service  in  the  councils  of  the  union,  in 
various  capacities,  and  during  a most  trying  period 
of  our  history,  that  I should  receive  the  cordial  and 
unqualified  approbation  of  my  neighbors  and  imme- 
diate friends,  who  had  the  best  opportunities  of 
judging  of  my  motives  and  character,  could  not  but 
be  highly  gratifying  to  me.  In  responding  to  the 
general  approval  of  my  public  conduct,  contained 
in  the  sentiment  just  offered,  it  would  hardly  be  ex- 
pected that  I should  enter  into  a general  recapitula- 
tion of  my  political  course,  beginning  with  a se- 
cond war  of  independence,  the  first  measure  of  im- 
portance in  which  I bore  a prominent  part,  after  I 
became  connected  with  the  general  government, 
and  ending  with  the  deposite  bill,  which  has  just 
received  your  warm  approbation.  But  I may  say 
of  these  measures,  the  first  and  last  in  which  I had 
an  effective  agency,  that  as  wide  apart  as  they 
stand  in  point  of  time,  and  as  dissimilar  as  they 
might  seem  to  be,  yet  in  one  important  particular 
they  are  identical.  They  had  a common  object, 
the  preservation  of  the  constitution  and  liberty  of 
the  country,  endangered  at  the  former  period  by  a 
foreign  foe,  and  at  the  latter  by  a domestic.  And 
let  me  add,  as  great  as  the  danger  was  in  1812,  it 
was  not  half  so  formidable  as  at  the  present  time. 
It  is  true,  that  then  our  ships  were  seized,  our  sai- 
lors impressed,  our  commerce  recolonized;  yes,  as 
completely  so  as  it  was  before  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence, and  this  by  the  most  powerful  nation 
on  earth,  for  such  she  proved  to  be  in  after  events. 
To  submit  to  such  outrages,  long  continued  and 
daily  increasing,  without  any  prospect  of  terminat- 
ing, would  have  been  followed  by  national  degrada- 
tion, and  by  consequence,  contempt  for  our  institu- 
tions, to  the  debasing  effects  of  which  such  coward- 
ly submission  would  have  been  attributed.  This 
was  seen  and  felt  at  the  time.  If  such  was  the 
danger  of  longer  submission,  that  of  resistance  to 
such  a foe,  under  the  circumstances  in  which  the 
country  was  then  placed,  seemed  not  much  less  for- 
midable. It  was  at  this  moment,  when  our  affairs 
stood  between  these  dangerous  alternatives,  I took 
my  seat  for  the  first  time  in  the  councils  of  the 
union.  The  war  session,  as  it  is  called,  was  my 
first  session.  I then  was  a young  man  without  ex- 
perience, having  never  served  previously,  except- 
ing two  short  sessions  in  our  own  legislature,  in 
any  deliberative  body.  Circumstances  placed  me 
at  this  critical  juncture,  young  and  inexperienced 
as  I was,  at  the  head  of  the  committee  on  foreign 
relations,  the  most  important  at  the  time  of  all  the 
committees.  I saw  to  the  full  extent  the  danger 
and  felt  the  responsibility,  but  did  not  hesitate. 

The  country  was  unprepared,  almost  without 
ships,  without  fortifications,  without  munitions, 
without  an  army,  and  without  a revenue,  with  a 
party  powerful  for  talents,  wealth  and  numbers,  op- 
posed to  resistance;  yet  these  difficulties  did  not 
intimidate.  If  to  resist  was  full  of  danger,  to  sub- 
mit was  not  less  so;  with  this  striking  difference, 


which,  with  me  was  decisive,  that  if  we  failed  in 
the  former  we  would  fail  like  men  honorably  and 
nobly  resisting  wrong,  and  struggling  to  maintain 
our  independence  and  institutions,  instead  of  base- 
ly sinking  like  slaves  in  humble  submission,  the 
scorn  and  contempt  of  the  world.  Fortunately  for 
the  country  manly  councils  prevailed.  The  danger 
was  met  and  surmounted,  and  a rich  harvest  of  re- 
nown and  prosperity  followed.  The  peril  of  the  con- 
test was  indeed  great,  but  the  danger  was  without. 
The  country  was  free  from  corruption.  The  peo- 
ple were  patriotic  and  the  public  morals  untainted. 
However  violent  party  spirit  may  have  been  at  the 
time,  no  party,  nor  any  public  character  of  any  par- 
ty, was  suspected  of  corruption;  but  now  the  dan- 
ger is  within.  The  foe  is  in  the  bosom  of  the  coun- 
try, and  in  possession  of  the  government.  A pow- 
erful faction,  (party  it  cannot  be  called), held  toge- 
ther by  the  hopes  of  public  plunder,  and  marching 
under  a banner  whereon  is  written,  “to  the  victors 
belong  the  spoils,”  has  made  successful  war  on  our 
institutions,  and  converted  all  the  power  and  influ- 
ence of  the  government  into  instruments  of  gain. 
Ampler  means  for  this  purpose  were  scarcely  ever 
placed  in  the  hands  of  a dominant  faction.  With 
available  means,  five  times  greater  than  is  required 
by  the  legitimate  wants  of  the  country;  with  the 
administration  of  a boundless  public  domain;  with 
the  unlimited  control,  till  the  passage  of  the  depo- 
site bill,  over  the  public  funds,  and  through  them 
over  the  currency  and  banking  institutions  of  the 
country,  with  100,000  dependants  on  the  bounty  of 
the  government;  and,  finally,  with  an  organized,  ri- 
gid and  severe  system  of  discipline,  having  its  cen- 
tre in  Washington  and  extending  in  every  direc- 
tion over  the  wide  circle  of  the  country,  a scene  of 
speculation  and  corruption  has  been  opened,  reach- 
ing from  the  capitol  to  the  extremities,  embracing 
the  high  and  the  low,  those  in  and  those  out  of  of- 
fice, the  like  of  which  has  scarcely  ever  existed 
under  the  most  despotic  and  profligate  governments. 
It  is  this  powerful  and  corrupt  combination,  in  ac- 
tual possession  of  the  government,  against  which 
the  honest  and  patriotic  have  now  to  wage  war.  It 
is  against  them,  that  the  deposite  bill  was  levelled. 

I shall  not  venture  to  say,  that  the  blow  will  be  ef- 
fectual. It  may  be,  that  corruption  has  struck  its 
roots  too  widely  and  deeply  to  be  eradicated;  but  I 
do  assert,  that  without  the  measure,  there  would 
not  be  the  slightest  hope  of  reform.  Leave  the  im- 
mense surplus  in  the  hands  of  the  government, 
with  the  means  of  controlling  the  circulation  and 
the  banking  operations  of  the  country,  and  of  mak- 
ing whatever  disbursements  it  pleased  with  the 
view  to  purchase  states  or  individuals,  and  how  idle 
would  be  the  hope  of  reform!  but  as  it  is,  divested 
of  the  surplus,  with  the  public  deposites  and  depo- 
site banks  placed  under  the  protection  of  law,  and 
beyond  the  control  of  the  executive,  the  patriot 
may  still  hope.  It  is  indeed  a dawning — a gleam 
of  light  to  those  who  love  the  country  and  its  insti- 
tutions. If  we  had  no  other  evidence  of  its  effica- 
cy, the  stern  and  bitter  operation,  I will  not  say  of 
the  party,  but  of  its  more  prominent  leaders,  head- 
ed by  the  president  himself,  and  the  loud  and  con- 
tinued wailing  of  all  the  organs  of  the  faction  ever 
since  the  passage  of  the  bill,  would  of  themselves 
afford  sufficient.  With  such  an  opposition  it  is 
wonderful  that  the  measure  was  adopted;  but  let 
me  add,  as  an  act  of  justice,  that  the  more  wonder- 
ful the  passage  of  the  bill,  the  more  honorable  to 
the  independent  and  sound  portion  of  the  adminis- 
tration party  in  both  houses,  by  whose  co-operation 
it  was  effected.  When  I saw  "so  many  in  the  ranks 
of  the  party  standing  firm,  and  sacrificing  party  at- 
tachments to  love  of  country,  o:i  this  great  occa- 
sion, under  all  the  pressure  which  wasbrought  to 
bear  on  them,  new  hope  for  our  country  and  its  in- 
stitutions revived  in  my  bosom. 

But,  whatever  may  be  the  success  of  the  mea- 
sure, whether  it  be  destined  to  open  the  way  to  tho- 
rough and  complete  reform  of  our  political  system, 
or  to  prove  bv  its  failure  that  the  disease  is  too  far 
gone  for  medicine,  there  is  one  view  of  the  subject 
that  brings  it  home  to  us,  and  which  cannot  fail  to 
excite  an  interest  in  the  breasts  of  all  who  hear  me. 
The  act  is  the  consummation  of  the  Carolina  doc- 
trines, carried  out  in  their  practical  consequences. 
It  would  be  idle,  before  such  an  audience,  to  discuss 
the  nature  of  these  doctrines,  and  the  object  we  had 
in  view  in  their  practical  assertion.  It  is  sufficient 
to  say  that  our  leading  object  was  to  arrest  the  tariff' 
or  protective  system,  with  the  view,  first,  to  throw 
off  an  oppressive  and  unconstitutional  burthen, 
which  weighed  down  all  the  springs  of  our  prospe- 
rity, and  was  rapidly  reducing  us  to  poverty  ; and 
next,  to  reform  the  government  bydrying'up  the 
sources  of  arevenue,  which  we  saw  would  so  over- 
flow the  treasury  on  the  payment  of  the  public  debt, 
as  to  corrupt  the  government  and  destroy  our  liber- 
ty, unless  diminished  by  a great  and  decisive  re- 
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duction  of  the  tariff.  These  were  the  motives 
which  governed  us — motives,  let  me  say,  worthy  of 
our  patriotic  and  gallant  state.  Fixed  and  resolved 
in  our  determination,  we  were  in  no  haste  to  act. 
We  waited  patiently  till  it  was  announced  the  debt 
was  paid,  till  the  act  of  1832  was  proclaimed  on 
both  sides,  by  the  administration  and  the  opposition, 
as  a final  adjustment  of  the  tariff  in  the  new  state 
of  things  consequent  on  the  payment  of  the 
debt, — an  act  which  we  clearly  saw  at  the  time, 
and  which  all  must  now  acknowledge,  fell  far  short 
of  applying  a remedy  to  the  fatal  disease  against 
which  this  state  contended.  It  was  then,  and  not 
till  then,  the  state  interposed  its  sovereign  voice — 
wisely  and  patriotically  interposed,  as  every  impar- 
tial observer,  enlightened  by  after  events,  must  see, 
and  so  posterity  will  with  one  voice  admit.  But,  as 
powerful  as  was  the  remedy,  it  could  not  of  itself 
at  once  arrest  a disease  so  inveterate  and  deep. — 
There  is  in  the  nature  of  things  an  interval — a con- 
valescent state,  between  disease  and  health,  both  in 
the  physical  and  political  world.  It  is  not  in  the 
power  of  the  most  potent  medicine  to  restore  the 
patient  to  instant  health,  nor  of  the  most  effective 
measure  to  restore  the  body  politic,  when  diseased, 
at  once  to  a sound  condition.  Time  had  to  be  al- 
lowed for  the  reduction  of  the  duties  to  the  point 
which  the  constitutional  wants  of  the  country  might 
require.  A sudden  reduction  would  have  prostrat- 
ed the  manufacturers  with  the  loss  of  an  immense 
amount  of  capital  and  skill,  and  the  danger  of  a re- 
action that  might  prove  fatal  to  the  country.  We 
intended  no  war  against  the  manufacturers.  We 
wished  them  no  ill,  and  were  at  all  times,  both  then 
and  before,  willing  to  allow  ample  time  for  a reduc- 
tion so  gradual  as  to  avoid  a shock,  both  to  them 
and  the  country.  This  was  effected  by  the  com- 
promise bill,  which,  while  it  repealed  all  the  duties 
on  articles  which  were  thought  to  require  no  pro- 
tection, allowed  eight  years  for  the  reduction  of  the 
duties  on  protected  articles. 

I saw  at  the  time,  that,  notwithstanding  the  vast 
amount  of  the  reduction,  (as  I shall  hereafter  shew), 
there  would  be  a considerable  surplus,  and  that,  as 
much  as  it  would' comparatively  be,  yet  it  would  be 
sufficient  to  perpetuate  power  in  the 'hands  of  those 
in  possession  of  the  government,  and  who  had  by 
their  past  acts  left  no  doubt  that  it  would  be  used 
for  the  corrupt  and  dangerous  purpose  to  which  it  has 
since  been  preferred.  ‘I  stated  my  impression  to  the 
distinguished  senator  from  Kentucky,  who  acted  a 
part  so  honorable  to  himself  and  useful  to  the  coun- 
try on  the  occasion,  with  the  view  that,  in  the  ad- 
justment of  the  details,  the  evil  might,  as  far  as 
possible,  be  guarded  against.  He  was  not  insensi- 
ble of  the  danger;  but  could  not,  in  his  opinion, 
consistently  with  what  was  due  to  the  interest  he 
represented  on  the  occasion,  and  without  losing  its 
support,  do  more  than  was  done. 

What  I anticipated  followed.  It  became  apparent 
the  next  year  there  would  be  a surplus,  and  my  at- 
tention was,  at  an  early  period,  directed  to  the  sub- 
ject, with  the  view  of  devising  and  applying  some 
measure  which  might  in  its  effects  anticipate  the 
action  of  the  compromise  act,  and  thereby  apply  a 
remedy  to  a disease  which  could  not  be  fully  reached 
at  once,  for  the  reasons  stated,  by  a simple  reduction 
ol  the  duties.  With  this  view,  I moved,  session 
before  the  last,  for  a special  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject of  executive  patronage.  A numerous  and  able 
committee  was  appointed,  selected  from  the  three 
parties  in  the  senate,  which,  with  other  measures, 
reported  a bill  to  regulate  the  deposite  banks,  and  a 
resolution  to  amend  the  constitution,  so  as  to  au- 
thorise the  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue  among 
the  states  during  the  operation  of  the  compromise 
act.  It  was  too  late  in  the  session  for  definite  ac- 
tion then. 

I reviewed  both  at  the  last  session,  and  had  the 
good  fortune  to  succeed  in  passing  them  in  one  bill, 
in  the  form  which  they  finally  assumed  in  the  de- 
posite act.  The  effect  w-ill  be,  to  restore  to  the 
states,  as  the  immediate  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, all  the  money  not  needed  by  the  government ; 
and,  of  course,  so  far  as  the  diseased  state  of  the 
government  depends  on  a surplus,  at  once  eradicate 
the  disease  as  effectually  as  if  the  duties  had  been 
at  once  reduced  to  the  legitimate  and  constitution- 
al wants  of  the  government,  and  that  without  in  the 
slightest  degree  injuriously  affecting  the  manufac- 
turing interest  of  the  country.  It  does  more — vastly 
more.  It  not  only  takes  the  surplus  from  the  go- 
vernment, but,  by  placing  it  in  the  custody  of  the 
states,  puts  it  into  the  opposite  scale.  The  effects 
will  be  to  convert  the  state  governments  intoactive 
and  vigilant  guardians  of  the  common  treasury,  and 
to  enlist  them  by  their  interests  to  become  the  ad- 
vocates ol  economy  and  retrenchment  in  the  gene- 
ral government,  without  which  there  can  be  no 
effectual  reform.  While  accomplishing  this  impor- 
tant service,  it  will  at  the  same  time  restore  to  the 


staple  states  a large  portion  of  that  excess  which 
they  pay  into  the  general  treasury  through  the  du- 
ties. To  the  extent  of  this  difference  between  what 
we  pay  and  what  we  receive  back  by  the  act,  we 
will  still  be  losers,  in  a money  point  of  view,  till 
the  compromise  bill  complete  the  reduction.  The 
difference  is  not  large.  It  may  be  something  more 
than  a third  of  the  excess  of  our  contribution;  but, 
whether  it  be  more  or  less,  I feel  confident  that  a 
fund  applied  in  a mariner  so  well  calculated  to  enlist 
all  of  our  copartners  in  the  union  in  the  great  work 
of  reform,  for  which  our  gallant  little  state  has  so 
long  contended  almost  alone,  will  be  considered  by 
you  as  fully  returned  in  the  shape  of  the  most  sub- 
stantial political  benefits,  particularly  if  the  share 
which  may  fall  to  us  and  the  other  states  interested 
shall  be  applied  to  the  construction  of  the  magnificent 
work  of  connecting  by  rail  road  the  southern  Atlan- 
tic ports  with  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio.  Having 
thus  by  this  last  measure  consummated  the  great 
object  for  which  our  doctrines  were  called  into  ac- 
tion, it  is  time  to  pause  and  inquire,  what  have  we 
done?  What  good  have  we  effected?  Have  we 
been  compensated  for  our  long  and  arduous  struggle 
in  defence  of  our  interests  and  the  liberty  and  con- 
stitution of  the  country? 

That  there  has  bursted  on  this  and  the  southern 
states  a tide  of  prosperity  within  the  last  three  years, 
to  which  they  had  beenforalong  time  stangers,  none 
will  deny.  On  whatever  side  we  cast  our  eyes,  we 
witness  its  effects  in  the  improved  condition  of  the 
country,  and  the  easy  and  independent  circum- 
stances of  the  people.  To  what  is  this  to  be  at- 
tributed? I doubt  not  that  much  may  be  traced  to 
general  causes  growing  out  of  a long  peace  and  the 
vast  improvement  in  "all  the  arts,  "mechanical  and 
chemical,  which  has  distinguished  the  last  fifty 
years,  and  the  full  benefit  of  which  begins  now  to 
be  realized,  in  the  increased  prosperity  of  the  civi- 
lized world.  But  how  has  it  happened,  that  this 
growing,  general  prosperity,  which  has  been  so 
long  visible  in  many  portions  of  our  country,  as 
well  as  others  with  which  we  are  commercially 
connected,  has  been  scarcely  felt  in  the  southern 
sections  of  the  union,  till  within  the  last  three 
years?  And  how  is  it  to  be  accounted  for,  that  it 
broke  in  on  us  so  suddenly  about  that  time?  How 
did  it  happen  that  we  just  then  passed  from  a state 
of  depression  into  one  of  prosperity,  which  has 
been  ever  since  increasing?  To  these  questions 
but  one  sensible  answer  can  be  given;  that  it  was 
then  that  the  shackles  of  commerce,  which  had 
long  bound  our  industry  and  pressed  down  the 
springs  of  our  prosperity,  were  struck  off.  Yes, 
struck  off,  by  the  wise,  bold  and  timely  interposi- 
tion of  our  state — by  nullification — not  only  for  her 
own  benefit,  but  for  the  w'hole  south;  and,  I may 
add,  in  a wider  sense,  looking  to  political  conse- 
quences, the  whole  union.  Our  prosperity  as  a 
great  agricultural  people,  the  producers  of  cotton, 
rice  and  tobacco,  which  depend  for  their  consump- 
tion on  the  general  market  of  the  world,  must  de- 
pend on  a free  exchange  of  our  products  with  the  rest 
of  the  world.  The  protective  system,  in  striking  at 
this  exchange,  struck  at  the  roof  of  our  prosperity, 
which  felt  the  blow  to  its  remotest  branches.  Under 
the  tariff  of  1828,  nearly  one-half  of  the  back  return 
of  our  exchanges  with  foreign  nations,  passed  into 
the  coffers  of  the  general  government,  to  be  dis- 
bursed, through  its  appropriations,  almost  exclusi- 
vely to  other  sections.  Hence  the  distress  and  po- 
verty which  weighed  down  the  south,  and  hence 
the  sudden  prosperity  which  has  followed  the  over- 
throw of  the  system. 

I have  been  looking  over  (said  Mr.  C.)  the  com- 
mercial returns  for  1835,  since  the  adjournment  of 
congress,  and  comparing  it  with  those  of  1832,  the 
year  which  immediately  preceded  the  interposition 
of  this  state;  not  with  a view  of  addressing  you,  but 
to  keep  myself  informed  of  the  progress  which  our 
commerce  ami  prosperity  have  made  since  that  im- 
portant epoch  in  our  history.  The  results  arc  sur- 
prising. They  more  than  realize  -what  the  most 
sanguine  among  us  anticipated.  I will  state  a few 
facts,  beginning  with  the  domestic  exports  of  the 
country. 

Our  exports  may  be  said  to  be  the  measure  of 
our  commercial  prosperity.  On  them  depend  the 
imports,  and  on  these  the  revenue  of  the  country, 
with  its  commerce  and  navigation.  How  then 
stands  the  exports  of  domestic  products  at  the  two 
periods,  ’32  and  ’35,  the  year  preceding  the  action 
of  the  state  and  the  last  year,  with  an  interval  of 
only  three  years  between?  That  of  ’32  in  round 
numbers  amounted  to  $63,000,000,  and  that  of ’35 
had  increased  in  this  short  period, to  $101,000,000. 
But  what  is  more  striking  still,  of  the  sixty-three 
millions  in  ’32,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained,  the 
exports  from  the  staple  states,  I mean  that  portion 
that  grows  cotton,  rice  and  tobacco,  amounted  to 
forty  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  from  the  rest  of 


the  union  to  about  twenty-three  millions;  while  in 
’35,  the  former  amounted  to  about  eighty  millions, 
and  the  latter  to  but  twenty-one  millions,  showing" 
that  tlie  southern  exports  had  doubled  in  this  short 
period,  while  that  of  the  rest  of  the  union  had  ra- 
ther fallen  off.  I doubt,  if  there  be  any  thing  on 
the  record  of  history  to  be  compared  to  this  extra- 
ordinary commercial  growth.  To  double  in  three 
3'ears,  and  that  not  compared  with  a disastrous 
year,  for  that  of  ’32  was  a year  of  prosperity  com- 
pared with  those  which  preceded  it.  To"  increase 
more  in  three  years  than  in  the  preceding  forty- 
five,  going  back  to  the  commencement  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  as  much  as  through  all  the  previous 
period  from  the  first  settlement  of  the  country! 
Making  every  allowance  that  fairly-  can  be  made 
for  other  causes;  the  general  prosperity  of  the  world; 
a favorable  commercial  vibration,  and  others,  if 
there  be  others;  yet  this  result  is  too  great  to  be  at- 
tributed to  them.  Nothing  but  a burden  taken 
off';  commercial  shackles  removed;  toll  gates  taken 
down;  and  freedom  restored  to  our  commerce  and 
exchanges  with  the  world,  can  adequately  account 
for  a prosperity  so  great  and  sudden,  corresponding 
as  it  does,  with  the  great  change  in  our  commercial- 
code,  and  the  predictions  of  those,  who  effected  it- 

If  yve  return  from  the  exports  to  the  imports,  we 
shall  find,  as  might  be  anticipated,  a corresponding 
increase.  The  imports  for  consumption  in  the  year" 
’32,  that  is  the  imports  after  deducting  the  reship- 
ments, amounted  to  $SO,000,000  in  round  numbers, 
and  that  of  ’35  to  $129,000,000.  The  duties  levied 
on  the  former,  if  my  memory  serves  me,  yvas  up- 
wards of  $35,000,000,  (I  speak  of  the  gross  re- 
venue from  the  imports,  including  the  expense  of 
collection  and  some  other  charges  that  do  not  come 
on  the  treasury),  while  that  of  ’35  yvas  to  be  put 
down  at  about  $22,000,000.  You  will  ask  lioyv 
happens  it,  that  so  small  a sum  in  the  latter  was 
collected  on  so"  large  an  amount  of  imports,  yvhen 
in  the  former  so  large  a sum  was  collected  on  com- 
paratively so  small.  The  commercial  returns  will 
explain.  ’ In  ’32  out  of  $80,000,000  of  imports  but 
$8,500,000  in  round  numbers  were  free  of  duty-, 
yvhile  in  ’36  out  of  $120,000,000  sixty-five  millions 
were  free  of  duty,  rather  more  than  half.  This 
with  the  reduction  of  duties  on  protected  articles 
already  effected  by  the  compromise  act,  explains- 
the  difference.  If  the  act  of  1S2S  had  remained  un- 
modified, the  revenue  on  the  imports  of  ’35  instead 
of  twenty-tyvo  millions,  would  npt  have  been  short 
of  sixty  millions,  and  the  share  that  would  have 
fallen  on  our  portions  of  the  foreign  exchanges,  es- 
timated, as  I have  stated,  our  exports  at  eighty 
millions,  yvould  not  have  been  less  than  thirty- 
seven  millious  instead  of  thirteen,  yvliich  may  be 
estimated  as  the  sum  collected  on  our  share  of  the 
foreign  exchanges  the  last  year.  The  difference 
shows  what  has  been  gained  to  us  by  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  tariff  of  ’2S,  and  will  account  in  no 
small  degree  for  our  present  unexampled  prosperi- 
ty. I do  not  claim  the  whole  of  this  reduction  as 
the  result  of  the  interposition  of  this  state.  Some 
reduction  had  been  made  by  previous  acts;  but 
more  than  two-thirds  of  the  whole  reduction  may 
fairly  be  attributed  to  our  exertions.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  compromise  act  is  gradually  taking  off  the 
remaining  protective  duties,  and  will  by  tire  year 
IS42  remove  the  whole,  if  the  act  be  left  undisturb- 
ed, by  which  time  from  ten  to  twelve  millions  an- 
nually, in  addition  to  the  present  reduction,  yvill  be 
taken  off. 

The  result,  my  fellow  citizens,  on  the  whole  is, 
that  a reduction  of  $37,000,000  annually  in  the  im- 
ports has  already  been  effected,  being  nearly  two- 
thirds  of  the  whole;  and  that  in  tire  next  six  years 
from  ten  or  twelve  millions  more  will  be  taken  off 
under  the  compromise  act,  when  only  about  one- 
sixth  of  those  of  ’28  will  remain. 

We  may  see,  said  Mr.  C.  from  these  brief  state- 
ments, the  real  canse  of  our  great  prosperity;  and 
that  the  cause  which  has  effected  already  so  much, 
is  still  acting  with  increasing  force.  II  we  be  but 
true  to  ourselves,  and  firmly  maintain  the  position 
which  we  have  acquired  by  such  mighty  exertions, 

I hazard  nothing  in  saying  that  without  some  unex- 
pected disaster,  resulting  irofn  the  visitation  of  Pro- 
vidence, or  the  calamity  of  war  such  as  we  were 
exposed  to  last  winter,  by  the  folly  ami  vice  of  the 
administration,  (which  sought  to  involve  fhe  coun- 
try in  a war  with  France  as  anxiously  as  a wise 
and  virtuous  administration  would  have  done  to 
preserve  peace),  that  a degree  of  prosperity  unex- 
ampled, awaits  us.  We  may  judge  of  what  is  to 
come,  after  all  the  causes  are  fully  developed  and 
in  full  operation,  when  such  fruits  have  followed  a 
partial  development,  and  the  very  commencement 
of  their  operation. 

Here  Mr.  C.  noticed  the  proceedings  of  congress, 
on  the  abolition  question,  and  stated  his  impression, 
that  though  much  was  done  by  the  discussion  of 
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the  subject  at  the  last  session,  to  enlighten  the  pub- 
lic mind,  both  at  the  south  and  north,  in  relation  to 
it,  yet  in  conceding  the  right  to  abolish  slavery  in 
the  District  and  territory,  and  establishing  the  prin- 
ciple that  congress  was  bound  by  the  constitution, 
to  receive  abolition  petitions,  every  thing  had  been 
yielded  to  the  incendiaries,  for  which  they  could 
nave  hoped.  He  saw  in  these  concessions,  the 
cause  of  increased  activity  and  exertion  on  their 
part,  and  danger  on  our.  As  yet,  the  enlightened 
of  all  parties  at  the  north  with  little  exception  were 
sound;  but  with  the  ample  mean3  possessed  by  the 
abolitionist — ample  funds — complete  organization 
an  energetic  press — the  young,  the  thoughtless  and 
the  enthusiastic  would  receive  the  poison.  The 
whole  section,  if  nothing  should  be  done  to  arrest 
the  progress  of  the  disease,  must  become  infected, 
when  consequences  such  as  all  must  deplore, 
would  follow.  Mr.  C.  stated  also,  as  his  impres- 
sion, that  we  had  nothing  to  hope  from  the  north; 
that  nothing  effectual  would  be  done  there  to  arrest 
the  danger;  and  that  we  must  look  to  ourselves. 
Fortunately,  he  said,  the  constitution  left  ample 
means  in  our  hands  to  protect  ourselves,  as  has 
been  fully  shewn,  during  the  session.  All  that  we 
wanted,  were  union  and  concert,  and  spirit  to  apply 
them;  and,  in  his  opinion,  the  sooner  applied  the 
better,  both  for  ourselves  and  the  nation.  He  con- 
cluded this  part  of  his  remarks  by  saying,  that  the 
situation  of  the  slaveholding  states  was  new  and 
extraordinary;  that  they  were  exposed  to  dangers  of 
unexampled  magnitude;  but  great  and  novel  as 
they  were,  our  means  of  meeting  and  overcoming 
them  were  ample,  provided  we  should  prove  to 
have  the  sagacity  of  seeing  in  time,  the  danger, 
with  the  remedy,  and  spirit  to  make  the  applica- 
tion. He  said  the  destiny  that  awaits  us  is  no  or- 
dinary one.  If  we  successfully  meet  the  perils  that 
surround  us,  we  would  be  among  the  first  and 
greatest  people  of  modem  times;  but  if  not,  our  lot 
would  be  worse  than  that  of  the  savages  we  have 
driven  out,  or  the  slaves  we  command. 

Mr.  C.  resumed  his  remarks  on  the  present  pros- 
perity of  the  country.  I foresee,  said  he,  in  the 
midst  of  this  prosperity,  a danger  of  no  small  mag- 
nitude, symptoms  of  which  I fear  are  already  visi- 
ble. If  we  be  not  on  our  guard,  the  love  of  gain 
will  overspread  the  land  to  the  absorption  of  every 
other  passion  and  feeling.  In  the  eager  pursuit  of 
wealth,  we  are  in  danger  of  forgetting  the  struggle 
by  which  our  prosperity  was  won,  as  well  as  the 
principles  on  which  it  rests;  and  of  forgetting  al- 
most that  there  is  a government  in  existence,  on 
whose  movements  our  destiny  so  much  depends. 
I rejoice  to  see  the  spirit  of  industry,  activity  and 
enterprize  now  awake  in  the  land.  We  of  the 
south  have  had,  heretofore,  too  little  of  this  spirit. 
I shall  say  nothing  to  repress  it  when  within  proper 
bounds.  His  object  was  to  wrarn  against  its  ex- 
cess, to  the  neglect  of  higher  objects  than  the  mere 
acquisition  of  wealth.  In  the  spirit  in  which  he 
made  these  remarks,  he  would  offer  the  following 
sentiment: 

The  people  of  the  south — May  they  not  forget  in 
the  midst  of  their  ardent  pursuit  of  gain,  that  virtue, 
patriotism,  honor  and  intelligence,  and  not  wealth, 
are  the  only  certain  and  durable  foundation  of  na- 
tional prosperity  and  greatness. 


PROROGATION  OF  PARLIAMENT. 

House  of  lords,  Saturday,  Aug.  20. 

This  day  parliament  was  prorogued  with  the 
usual  formalities  by  his  majesty  in  person.  The 
muster  of  female  beauty  of  fashion  was  more  than 
ordinarily  numerous.  The  attendance  of  peers 
was  rather  scanty.  The  members  of  the  corps  di- 
plomatique filled  completely,  and  indeed  somewhat 
inconveniently,  the  space  set  apart  for  their  recep- 
tion. The  body  of  the  house  presented  a verv  ani- 
mated and  interesting  scene.  The  coup  d'eeil  from 
the  gallery  was  extremely  beautiful. 

Soon  after  12  o’clock  the  lord  chancellor  took 
the  woolsack. 

Prayers  were  read  by  the  bishop  of  Bristol. 

At  20  minutes  after  2 his  majesty  entered  the 
house,  attended  by  the  great  officers  of  state.  The 
sword  of  state  was  borne  by  viscount  Melbourne, 
the  cap  of  maintenance  was  borne  by  the  earl  of 
Shaftesbury. 

His  majesty  having  taken  his  seat  on  the  throne, 
the  gentleman  usher  of  the  black  rod  was  directed 
to  command  the  attendance  of  the  commons  forth- 
with to  hear  the  royal  assent  .given  to  the  number 
of  bills,  and  to  witness  the  prorogation  of  parlia- 
ment. 

The  speaker,  in  his  state  robes,  accompanied  by 
a large  body  of  members,  soon  after  appeared  at  the 
bar,  when  the  right  lion,  gentleman  addressed  his 
majesty  in  nearly  the  following  words: 

“Most  gracious  sovereign:  Your  majesty’s  faith- 
ful commons  have,  during  the  progress  of  the  ses- 


sion which  is  now  about  to  be  closed,  taken  into 
consideration  many  of  the  subjects  recommended 
to  their  attention  by  your  majesty’s  most  gracious 
speech  from  the  throne  at  its  commencement. 
The  commons  have  passed  a measure  for  the  com- 
mutation of  tithes  in  England  and  Wales,  after  long 
and  anxious  deliberation.  It  is  a question  beset 
with  many  difficulties;  but  your  majesty’s  com- 
mons have  grappled  with  them,  and  have  passed  an 
act  in  which  the  rights  of  property  have  been  care- 
fully respected,  and  due  caution  has  been  taken  to 
protect  those  rights  with  sufficient  safe  guards.  It 
is  a measure  calculated  to  remove  all  cases  of  dis- 
sention  between  pastors  and  their  docks,  and  to 
give  security  and  certainty  to  the  income  of  the 
clergy,  as  well  as  to  afford  free  scope  and  encou- 
ragement to  agricultural  skill  and  labor.  Even  if 
it  shall  hereafter  be  found  that  particular  provisions 
in  the  act  require  revision  and  alteration,  still  your 
majesty’s  commons  entertain  a confident  hope  and 
belief  that  this  measure  is  based  on  principles 
which  will  ultimately  be  found  satisfactory  and  be- 
neficial. In  entering  on  the  examination  of  the 
reports  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  the  established  cnurch  in  England 
and  Wales,  your  majesty’s  commons  have  proceed- 
ed with  that  respect  which  was  due  to  the  high  au- 
thority from  which  these  reports  emanated,  and 
with  that  cautious  feeling  which  was  so  necessary 
when  changes  and  alterations  were  about  to  be 
made  in  those  ancient  institutions  which  have  so 
long  commanded  the  reverence  and  respect  of  a 
large  portion  of  your  majesty’s  subjects.  The  act 
which  your  majesty’s  commons  have  passed  with 
reference  to  this  subject,  by  providing  for  a more 
equal  distribution  of  episcopal  duties  and  revenues, 
is  most  materially  calculated  to  weaken,  if  it  do 
not  wholly  remove,  the  motives  for  the  translation 
of  bishops,  and  by  recognizing  the  principle  and 
earnestly  keeping  in  the  mind  the  due  proportion 
and  balance  between  the  amount  of  duties  to  be 
performed,  and  the  extent  of  emolument  to  be  re- 
ceived. Your  majesty’s  commons  believe  that  the 
measure  will  add  to  the  efficiency  and  usefulness  of 
the  church,  and  will  tend  to  strengthen  its  hold  on 
the  affections  of  the  people.  While  your  majesty’s 
commons  have  accordingly  passed  two  acts — one 
which  makes  considerable  alteration  with  respect 
to  the  celebration  of  marriages;  while  the  other 
provides  for  a more  complete  registration  of  births, 
deaths  and  marriages  all  classes  of  your  majesty’s 
subjects,  must  feel  deeply  interested  in  the  suc- 
cessful operation  of  these  measures,  which  bear  so 
strongly  on  the  various  relations  of  domestic  life, 
and  on  the  safe  transmission  of  property.  The  pro- 
visions of  these  acts  have  been  framed  in  a liberal 
spirit,  with  an  ardent  desire  to  remove  just  causes 
of  complaint,  and  with  the  hope  of  rendering  the 
law  generally  acceptable,  by  making  it  equal  and 
impartial,  and  manifesting  a becoming  respect  for 
the  feelings  and  conscientious  opinions  of  those 
who  dissent  from  forms  of  the  established  church. 
It  has  been  highly  gratifying  to  your  majesty’s 
commons,  that  such  is  the  prosperous  and  flourish- 
ing state  of  the  public  revenue,  that  while  they 
have  provided  with  liberality  for  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  the  public  service  and  also  for  some  ex- 
traordinary exigencies  which  circumstances  render 
necessary,  in  order  to  meet  engagements  formerly 
contracted  for  the  most  generous  and  honorable 
purposes,  vour  majesty’s  commons  have  yet  been 
able  to  make  a considerable  remission  of  taxation. 
In  the  settlement  of  duties  to  be  regulated  and 
taxes  to  be  removed,  your  majesty’s  commons  have 
taken  care  that  the  relief  should  be  so  applied  as  to 
give  the  greatest  aid  in  cases  where  there  was  the 
most  unequal  pressure,  or  where  the  enforcement 
of  the  existing  law  was  found  to  be  vexatious.  By 
the  equalization  of  the  duties  on  sugar,  the  benig- 
nant influence  of  an  enlightened  legislation  will  be 
felt  by  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  your  majesty’s 
most  distant  possessions.  I have  now  only  to  pre- 
sent to  your  majesty  the  two  last  bills  of  supply — 
the  one  for  applying  the  sum  of  £4,000.000  out  of 
the  consolidated  fund  to  the  service  of  the  year 
1836,  the  other  for  raising  the  sum  of  £ 14,007,950 
by  exchequer  bills  for  "the  service  of  the  year 
1836.” 

The  royal  assent  was  then  given  to  sundry  bills. 

His  majesty  then  delivered  the  following  most 
gracious  speech: 

king’s  sfeech. 

“My  lords  and  gentlemen:  The  state  of  the  pub- 
lic business  enables  me  at  length  to  relieve  you 
from  further  attendance  in  parliament;  and  in  ter- 
minating vour  labors,  I have  again  to  acknowledge 
the  zeal  with  which  you  have  applied  yourselves 
to  the  public  business,  and  the  attention  which  you 
have  bestowed  upon  the  important  subjects  which 
I brought  under  your  consideration  at  the  opening 
of  the  session. 


“The  assurances  of  friendly  dispositions  which  I 
receive  from  all  foreign  powers  enable  me  to  con- 
gratulate you  upon  the  prospect  that  peace  will 
continue  undisturbed. 

“I  lament  deeply  that  the  internal  state  of  Spain 
still  renders  that  country  the  only  exception  to  the 
general  tranquillity  of  Europe,  and  I regret  that 
the  hopes  which  have  been  entertained  of  the  ter- 
mination of  the  civil  war  have  not  hitherto  been  re- 
alized. 

“In  fulfilment  of  the  engagements  which  I con- 
tracted by  the  treaty  of  quadruple  alliance,  I have 
afforded  to  the  queen  of  Spain  the  co-operation  of 
a part  of  my  naval  force,  and  I continue  to  look 
with  unabated  solicitude  to  the  restoration  of  that 
internal  peace  in  Spain,  which  was  one  of  the  main 
objects  of  the  quadruple  treaty,  and  which  is  so  es- 
sential to  the  interests  of  all  Europe. 

“I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that  my 
endeavors  to  remove  the  misunderstanding  which 
had  arisen  between  France  and  the  United  States 
have  been  crowned  with  complete  success.  The 
good  offices  which  for  that  purpose  I tendered  to 
the  two  governments  were  accepted  by  both  iri  the 
most  frank  and  conciliatory  spirit,  and  the  relations 
of  friendship  have  been  re-established  between 
them  in  a manner  satisfactory  and  honorable  to 
both  parties. 

“I  trust  that  this  circumstance  will  tend  to  draw 
still  closer  the  ties  which  connect  this  country  with 
two  great  and  friendly  nations. 

“I  have  regarded  with  interest  your  deliberations 
upon  the  reports  of  the  commission  appointed  to 
consider  the  state  of  the  dioceses  of  England  and 
Wales,  ami  I have  cheerfully  given  my  assent  to 
the  measures  which  have  been  presented  to  me  for 
carrying  into  effect  some  of  their  most  important 
recommendations. 

“It  is  with  no  ordinary  satisfaction  that  I have 
learned  that  you  have  with  great  labor  brought  to 
maturity  enactments  upon  the  difficult  subject  of 
tithes  of  England  and  Wales,  which  will,  I trust, 
prove  in  their  operation  equitable  to  all  the  inter- 
ests concerned,  and  generally  beneficial  in  their  re- 
sults. 

“The  passing  of  the  acts  for  civil  registration 
and  for  marriages  in  England  has  afforded  me  much 
satisfaction.  Their  provisions  have  been  framed 
upon  those  large  principles  of  religious  freedom, 
which  with  the  due  regard  to  the  welfare  of  the  es- 
tablished church  in  this  country,  I have  always 
been  desirous  of  maintaining  and  promoting;  and 
they  will  also  conduce  to  the  greater  certainty  of 
titles  and  to  the  stability  of  property. 

“It  has  been  to  me  a source  of  the  most  lively 
gratification  to  observe  the  tranquillity  which  has 
prevailed,  and  the  diminution  of  crimes  which  has 
lately  taken  place,  in  Ireland.  I trust  that  persever- 
ance in  a just  and  impartial  system  of  government 
will  encourage  this  good  disposition,  and  enable 
that  country  to  develope  her  great  national  resour- 
ces. 

“Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  commons:  I thank  you 
for  the  liberality  with  which  you  have  voted,  not 
only  the  ordinary  supplies  of  the  year,  but  the  ad- 
ditional sums  required  to  provide  for  an  increase  in 
my  naval  force. 

“I  am  also  gratified  to  perceive  that  you  have 
made  provision  for  the  full  amount  of  the’ compen- 
sation awarded  to  the  owners  of  slaves  in  my  colo- 
nial possessions,  and  that  the  obligations  entered 
into  by  the  legislature  have  thus  been  strictly  ful- 
filled. 

“The  increased  productiveness  of  the  public 
revenue  has  enabled  you  to  meet  those  charges, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  repeal  or  reduce  taxes,  of 
which  some  were  injurious  in  their  effects  upon  my 
people,  and  others  unequal  in  their  pressure  upon 
various  parts  of  my  dominions  abroad. 

“The  present  condition  of  manufactures  and 
commerce  affords  a subject  of  congratulation,  pro- 
vided the  activity  which  prevails  be  guarded  by  that 
caution  and  prudence  which  experience  has  proved 
to  be  necessary  to  stable  prosperity. 

“My  lords  and.  gentlemen:  The  advanced  period 
of  the  year,  and  the  length  of  time  during  which 
you  have  been  engaged  in  public  affairs,  must  ren 
der  you  desirous  of  returning  to  your  respective 
counties.  You  will  there  resume  those  duties 
which  are,  in  importance,  inferior  only  to  your  legis- 
lative functions;  and  your  influence  anil  example 
will  greatly  conduce  to  the  maintenance  of  tran- 
quillity, the  encouragement  of  industry,  and  the 
confirmation  of  those  moral  and  religious  habits  and 
principles  which  are  essential  to  the  well  being  of 
every  community.” 

The  lord  chancellor  then,  in  the  usual  form,  de- 
clared it  to  be  his  majesty’s  will  and  pleasure  that 
the  parliament  should  stand  prorogued  to  Thursday, 
i the  20th  of  October  next. 
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FOREIGN  CHRONICLE. 

The  Baltic  trade.  The  Russian  government  has 
published  an  ukase  by  which  foreign  ships  proceeding 
from  one  part  of  the  Russian  provinces  on  the  Baltic 
to  another  part  of  the  same  province  to  complete  or 
trade  in  their  cargoes,  shall  be  free  from  the  double  na- 
vigation duty  imposed  for  the  benefit  of  the  treasury 
and  custom  house  officers,  and  shall  pay  duty  only  in 
the  first  port  in  which  they  enter,  like  ships  with  a 
cargo. 

Railroad  iron.  Bills  have  passed  parliament  this 
season  for  1,100  miles  of  rail  roads,  which  will  require 
a total  of  290,000  tons  of  iron,  to  be  supplied  within 
the  next  four  years.  When  this  is  taken  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  demands  for  rail  road  iron  from  the  U. 
States,  it  is  obvious  we  shall  have  to  be  thrown  upon 
our  own  resources,  and  commence  the  manufacture  at 
our  own  works.  We  think  we  have  iron  of  quality  as 
good  as  any  in  England. 

Sir  Frederick  Adam  has  resigned  the  government 
of  Madrass. 

The  following  announcement  may  possibly  be  in- 
teresting to  somebody. 

Married  at  Torgul,  on  the  bank  of  the  Ghutaprabha 
river,  on  the  7th  of  March,  the  young  rajah  of  Akul- 
cote,  to  the  daughter  of  Luxoomun  Rao  Sinday  of 
Torgul. 

Mr.  Drisbrow’s  plan  of  boring  for  water  has  been 
adopted,  it  seems  in  Calcutta.  In  one  boring,  at  the 
fort,  the  rods  had  been  carried  to  the  depth  of  120 
feet,  and  the  water  had  risen  to  within  fourteen  feet 
of  the  surface.  A similar  experiment  was  in  progress 
at  Delhi. 

A steamboat  called  the  Banian  is  plying  between 
Calcutta  and  Singapore,  Penang,  Malacca,  and  other 
places  near  the  straits  of  Malacca. 

A man  named  Robertson  has  been  making  a bal- 
loon ascension  from  Calcutta.  Being  the  first  ever  at- 
tempted there,  it  excited  immense  wonder  among  the 
natives,  who  came  in  some  instances  40  and  50  miles 
to  see  it.  The  public  were  very  eager  for  another, 
which  Mr.  R.  professed  his  willingness  to  make,  pro- 
vided he  were  paid  10,000  rupees  in  advance. 

Lord  Auckland  is  endeavoring  to  introduce  the  cul- 
ture of  the  cochineal  insect  into  India. 

The  subject  of  steam  communication  witli  Europe 
appears  to  excite  great  interest  in  every  part  of  British 
India.  Petitions  to  the  British  government  for  mea- 
sures to  promote  it  were  in  circulation,  and  obtaining 
vast  numbers  of  signatures. 

Miramichi  a free  port.  We  have  much  satisfaction 
in  being  enabled  to  state  that  a letter  has  been  receiv- 
ed by  the  last  British  packet  from  our  persevering 
and  indefatigable  provincial  agent,  II.  Bliss,  esq.  stat- 
ing that  the  petition  sent  from  this  place,  we  believe 
in  June  last,  praying  that  Miramichi  might  be  made  a 
fi  ee  port,  has  been.  complied  with;  and  that  the  ne- 
cessary instructions  for  carrying  the  same  into  effect 
w ill  be  forwarded  by  the  September  packet. 

[Miramichi  Gleaner. 

A Bible  that  was  once  the  property  of  Charlemagne, 
was  recently  sold  at  auction  in  London  for  £1,500. 
This  extraordinary  volume,  perhaps  the  most  extra- 
ordinary in  the  world,  is  entitled  in  the  catalogue 
“Biblia  Sacra  Latina  ex  versione  Latina  Sancli  Hie- 
roymi.  Codex  membranaceus  steculi  VIII,  scriptus 
tnaru  celeberrimi  Alcuini  et  Caroio  Magno  donatus, 
die  quo  corouatus  fuit.” 

It  is  a magnificent  folio  bound  in  velvet,  the  leaves 
are  of  vellum,  and  the  writing  is  in  double  columns. 
It  contains  449  leaves.  Prefixed  is  a richly  ornament- 
ed frontispiece  in  gold  and  colors.  It  is  enriched 
with  four  large  paintings  exhibiting  the  state  of  the 
art  at  that  early  period;  there  are,  moreover,  34  large 
initial  letters,  painted  in  gold  and  colors,  and  con- 
taining seals,  historical  allusions,  and  emblematical 
devices,  besides  some  smaller  painted  capitals.  This 
rare  book  is  in  fine  preservation:  it  is  understood  not 
to  contain  the  disputed  passage  at  the  commencement 
of  St.  John,  and  not  to  contain  the  passage  of  St. 
Luke,  ‘‘Get  thee  behind  me,  satan.” 

stone  coffin  was  recently  discovered  in  the  church 
yard  of  Hamel  Ilempted,  on  the  lid  of  which  is  an 
inscription  partly  effaced  by  time,  yet  still  sufficiently 
legible  to  prove  it  contained  the  ashes  of  the  celebrat- 
ed Ofl'a,  king  of  the  Mercians,  who  rebuilt  the  Abbey 
of  St.  Alban’s,  and  died  in  the  eighth  century.  The 
coffin  is  very  curiously  carved,  and  altogether  unique 
of  the  kind. 

The  porte  and  Mr.  Churchill.  The  Liverpool  cor- 
respondent of  the  New  York  Express  says — 

The  porte  has  agreed  to  make  the  amende  honorable 
to  Mr.  Churchill.  The  director  of  the  prison  at  Scu- 
tari is  dismissed;  the  sultan  grants  Mr.  Churchill  an 
indemity  of  £2,000;  the  reis  effendi  grants  him  and 
his  family  some  exclusive  commercial  privileges.  On 
July  23(1,  all  the  English  merchants  in  Constantinople 
gave  an  entertainment  on  this  amicable  adjustment, 
and  lord  Ponsonby  attended. 

Lately,  in  the  coal  mines  of  Anzin,  at  1,100  feet 
below  the  surface,  a fossil  palm  tree  was  found.  It 


was  in  an  erect  position,  with  its  roots  fixed  several 
feet  deep  in  the  soil  below.  The  trunk  is  about  36 
inches  in  diameter.  It  is  intended  to  be  sent  to  the 
gallery  of  natural  history  at  the  garden  or  plants. 

A sloop  of  war  named  the  Triomphante,  construct- 
ed upon  a new'  plan,  is  at  this  moment  being  got  ready 
for  the  sea  at  Cherbourg.  Her  guns  are  arranged  in 
a novel  manner,  and  she  has  neither  fore  nor  hind 
castle.  She  carries  4 short  18-pounders,  and  16  mor- 
tars 30-pounders.  The  mortars  will  fire  solid  or  hol- 
low projectiles,  and  one  of  the  latter  falling  on  the 
enemy’s  vessel  will  be  able  to  set  her  on  fire.  A ship 
of  the  force  of  the  Triomphante,  will  be  able  to  cope 
with  a 46-gun  frigate  built  after  the  old  plan. 

While,  in  England,  Jews  are  excluded  by  law  from 
holding  any  public  situations,  and  virtually  debarred 
from  the  professions,  there  are  in  France,  of  that  per- 
suasion, 1 lieutenant  general,  30  other  military  officers, 
18  councellors,  27  physicians,  3 authors,  3 notaries, 
12  heads  of  extensive  private  business,  2 bankers, 
(barons  Rothschild),  1 deputy,  and  I member  of  the 
institute  of  France.  In  England,  the  clergy  of  the 
established  church  preach  against  the  emancipation  of 
the  Jews. 

It  appears  by  the  calculation  of  a Spanish  writer 
that  the  annual  produce  of  the  English  coal  mines,  is 
18  millions  of  tons  bringing  a revenue  of  450,000,000 
of  francs  while  the  gold  and  silver  mines  of  America 
yield  but  220  millions  leavingfor  the  eoal  a difference 
of  more  than  double. 

Gallon) jy  bey.  A young  man  who  bore  in  Egypt 
the  title  of  Galloway  bey,  the  second  son  of  Alexan- 
der Galloway,  esq.  of  London,  died  on  the  3d  of  July, 
at  Alexandria.  He  had  devoted  his  talents  and  in- 
dustry in  the  service  of  the  pacha  of  Egypt,  as  his 
chief  engineer,  for  the  last  twelve  years,  and  as  a re- 
ward for  these  services,  two  years  ago,  he  received  the 
above  title.  He  only  left  England  in  February  last, 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  gigantic 
work  of  directing  the  execution  of  the  rail  road  from 
Cairo  to  Setiz,  for  which  he  came  to  Europe  to  make 
all  the  arrangements  on  behalf  of  the  paelia,  with  his 
father  and  brothers.  His  decease  was  caused  by  a liver 
complaint,  occasioned  by  the  climate.  The  rail  road 
will  still  be  carried  into  effect,  and  the  executing  of  it 
will  devolve  upon  the  bey’s  brothers,  two  ot  whom 
are  in  Alexandria. 

The  London  Court  Journal  speaks  of  the  fact,  as  a 
remarkable  act  of  condescension,  that  the  duke  of 
Portland  worked  at  the  pump  to  save  himself  from 
sinking  in  his  yacht,  oft"  the  coast  of  Norway  during  a 
violent  storm. 


DOMESTIC  CHRONICLE. 

White  blackberries.  The  Augusta  (Geo.)  Courier 
slates  that  there  is  a fine  patch  of  -white  blackberries, 
growing  on  the  plantation  of  col.  Joseph  Taylor,  in 
Anderson  district,  S.  C.  The  fruit  grows  on  a bush 
similar  to  the  common  blackberry,  but  it  is  much 
sweeter. 

Bridge  over  the  Ohio.  The  corner  stone  of  the 
first  bridge  ever  built  over  the  Ohio,  was  laid  with 
much  parade,  and  with  appropriate  ceremonies,  at 
Louisville  on  the  5th  ult. 

The  Bank  of  the  U.  S.  have  established  a branch  at 
New  Brighton,  Beaver  county,  and  appointed  Win.  II 
Denny,  late  of  this  city,  cashier.  [ Fittsburgh  Her. 

Eight  hundred  and  fifty-three  buildings  have  been 
erected  in  New  York  from  the  1st  of  May  to  the  15th 
ult.  being  a period  of  less  than  six  months. 

Cord.  We  learn  from  the  New  York  Journal  of 
Commerce,  that  the  high  price  of  coal  this  year  has 
induced  the  board  of  assistant  aldermen  of  New 
York  to  appoint  a committee  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
quiring into  the  expediency  of  petitioning  congress  to 
repeal  the  duty  on  loreigu  coal.  The  price  of  anthra- 
cite coal  in  New  York  is  $10  per  ton. 

Fire.  A very  destructive  fire  occurred  at  Quebec 
on  the  10th  ult.  which  destroyed  ten  dwelling  houses 
and  six  warehouses  or  stores.  The  Catholic  church 
in  the  market  square  was  several  time  on  fire  and  was 
saved  with  much  difficulty.  The  total  loss  is  estimat- 
ed at  from  $260,000  to  $300,000— about  half  insured. 

Tobacco.  A building  for  the  storage  and  inspec- 
tion of  tobacco  is  about  to  be  erected  in  New  Orleans. 
It  will  be  4,000  feet  front  4,000  feet  deep,  and  capa- 
ble of  containing  25,000  hogsheads. 

Steamboat  explosion.  The  last  “accident”  of  this 
kind  that  we  have  seen  noticed,  was  on  board  of  the 
boat  Commerce  on  her  upward  passage  from  Louis- 
ville, Ky.  She  had  been  running  a race  with  the  Paul 
Pry,  and  stopping  at  night  to  land  some  passengers, 
instead  ol  letting  off  her  steam  increased  it.  The 
consequence  was,  an  explosion  of  the  boiler  as  soon 
as  she  got  under  weigh,  by  which  three  persons  lost 
their  lives. 

The  grand  jury  refused  to  find  a bill  against  the 
captain  of  the  steam-ferry  boat  which  ran  down  the 
boat  gen.  Jackson  in  the  harbor  of  New  York. 


It  is  said  that  the  bodies  of  the  right  rev.  bishop 
While  and  Robert  Morris,  the  financier,  now  repose 
in  the  sahie  vault  in  Christ  church  burial  ground. 

Beets  and  banking  in  J\ew  Jersey.  Notice  is  given 
in  the  Paterson  Intelligencer  that  “an  application  w ill 
be  made  to  the  legislature  of  this  stale,  at  their  next 
session,  to  incorporate  a company  for  the  purpose  of 
manufacturing  sugar  from  beet,  to  be  located  in  the 
counties  of  Bergen  and  Essex,  with  a capital  of 
500,000,  to  be  styled  the  ‘Beet  Sugar  Manufacturing 
company,’  with  banking  and  trust  powers!" 

AYe  eschew  this  alliance  of  the  root  of  evil  with  the 
beet  root.  The  cultivation  of  the  last,  either  by  pri- 
vate enterprise,  or  by  incorporated  companies,  will, 
no  doubt,  prove  profitable  and  advantageous.  But  if 
they  are  to  be  raised  by  the  aid  of  a beet  bank,  we 
fear  more  attention  will  be  paid  to  it  than  to  the  beet- 
beds. 

Color  of flowers.  It  is  said  in  the  last  number  of 
the  Scientific  Tracts,  that  out  of  435  species  of  plants 
and  flowering  shrubs  indigenuous  to  our  soils,  in  New 
England,  including  nearly'  all  the  most  common  spe- 
cies,. bearing  conspicuous  flowers,  180  species  bear 
white  flowers,  and  117  yellow.  Only  90  are  red,  and 
48  blue;  and  of  the  former,  only  about  three  or  four 
bear  proper  scarlet,  or  brilliant  red  flowers;  and  there 
are  said  to  be  none  native  in  England.  In  the  above 
estimate,  the  green,  (or,  in  the  language  of  botanists, 
colorless),  and  inconspicuous  flowering  plants  had 
been  included,  the  proportion  of  showy  flowers  would 
appear  mueh  more  inconsiderable-  [ Bost . Trans. 

Silk  print  works.  The  Philips  mills  at  Lynn, 
Mass,  have  recently  been  purchased  by  Henry  A. 
Breed,  esq.  and  thoroughly  repaired.  A new  brick 
building,  88  by  40  feet  and  five  stories  high  has  also 
been  erected  for  the  printing  of  silks  and  ginghams. 
The  goods  put  upat  this  establishment  are  said  to  sur- 
pass in  beauty  any  thing  of  she  kind  in  this  country. 
Many  families,  chiefly  Irish,  are  already  in  the  em- 
ployment of  the  proprietor,  and  we  learn  he  is  about 
forming  a company,  with  a capital  of  $100,000,  for 
the  energetic  prosecution  of  this  branch  of  the  silk 
business. 

Harvard  college.  The  Plymouth  (Mass.)  Memo- 
rial, in  noticing  the  recent  centennial  celebration  at 
Harvard  college,  says — “Of  the  class  of  177S,  there 
were  two  present,  viz:  rev.  Dr.  Brancroft,  of  Wor- 
cester, and  rev.  Mr.  Willis,  of  Kingston.  These,  it 
is  believed,  were  the  oldest  classmates  who  met  to 
eongratulae  each  other  on  the  occasion.” 

The  burnt  district  in  .A*o»  York.  Almost  every 
trace  of  the  frightful  conflagration  with  which  New 
York  was  visited  last  winter  lias  been  obliterated.  A 
statement  is  published  in  the  Journal  of  Commerce, 
from  which  it  appears  that  the  buildings  on  419  lots 
were  consumed,  and  their  present  situation  is  as  fol- 


lows: , 

I.ots  vacant  78 

Buildings  commenced  82 

“ roofed  64 

“ finished  but  not  occupied  58 

“ “ and  occupied  167 

Total  419 


The  following  states  have  already  prohibited  their 
banks  from  issuing  any  notes  under  five  dollars:  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  Georgia,  Louisiana, 
Indiana,  Alabama,  New  Jersey,  Maryland,  North  Ca- 
rolina, Tennessee,  Kentucky  and  Maine. 

A paragraph  is  extensively  circulated  in  the  papers, 
in  which  it  is  stated  that  the  Salem  and  Boston  Stage 
company  has  failed,  and  that  its  debts  are  said  to 
amount  to  $600,000.  The  Salem  Gazette  corrects 
the  error  by  stating  tint  the  whole  liabilities  of  the 
company  are  only  about  $20,000,  and  that  they  have 
a stock  which  cost,  and  which  would  be  worth  to  the 
company  to  carry  on  the  business,  $45,000. 

Value  of  a dog.  The  ship  .Michigan,  arrived  at 
New  York  from  Liverpool,  when  off  Tit  ska  r,  on  the 
1 5th  ult.  would  have  run  into  an  English  brig,  hut 
for  the  harking  of  a dog,  (the  other  hands  being 
asleep),  which  no  doubt  preserved  their  lives. 

Referring  to  the  notice  in  the  London  papers  of  the 
death  of  bishop  White,  and  the  comparative  medioc- 
rity of  his  salary,  the  U.  S.  Gazette  beautifully  and 
truly  says — “Bishop  AYhite  enjoyed  a revenue  be- 
yond a monarch’s  command — his  daily  income  was 
beyond  human  computation.  If  he  went  forth,  age 
paid  him  the  tribute  of  affectionate  respect,  and  chil- 
dren ‘rose  up  and  called  him  blessed.’  ” 

A metal  has  been  recently  discovered,  that  is  said 
to  combine  all  the  qualities  of  real  silver,  at  less  than 
half  the  price.  Air.  Hopkins,  acting  professor  of 
chemistry  at  AVest  Point,  after  various  experiments, 
has  certified  that  it  may  be  used  with  safety  for  any 
purpose  to  which  silver  is  usually  applied  in  a family. 

In  the  three  counties  of  Barnstable,  Plymouth  ami 
Norfolk,  in  Massachusetts,  embracing  nearly  the  en- 
tire territory  of  the  old  Plymouth,  and  a population 
of  more  than  100,000  souls,  there  is  not  a single  li- 
censed retailer  of  ardent  spirits. 
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The  president  of  the  United  States  returned  to 
Washington  on  Saturday  last,  much  improved  in 
health  by  his  visit  to  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  secretary  of  state,  is  absent  from 
Washington  on  a visit  to  Georgia. 

(JCJ-Wc  present  returns  of  the  election  which 
took  place  in  Maryland  on  Monday  last;  from  which 
it  will  be  seen  -that  the  whigs  have  elected  sixty, 
and  the  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  nineteen  members 
of  the  house  of  delegates.  This  result  is  considered 
an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  Mary- 
land in  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  nineteen  re- 
cusant members,  and  is  claimed  as  a triumph  by 
both  parties  to  the  question.  The  contest  was  con- 
ducted with  much  spirit,  and  the  result  may  be 
considered  a fair  criterion  of  the  strength  of  parties 
in  those  counties  where  they  were  arrayed  in  oppo- 
sition. In  Frederick  the  Van  Buren  delegate  tick- 
et- was  withdrawn  on  the  ground  that,  as  it  had  been 
determined  to  hold  a convention  in  Annapolis  on 
the  3d  Monday  of  the  ensuing  month,  to  make  pro- 
visional arrangements  for  the  continuance  of  the  go- 
vernment, until  the  old  constitution  is  amended  or 
a new  government  instituted,  it  was  not  necessary 
to  elect  delegates  to  the  assembly.  What  etfect 
this  decision  of  the  people  will  have  upon  the  re- 
cusants cannot  yet  be  ascertained;  it  is,  however, 
stated  that  John  S.  Sellman,  esq.  of  Anne  Arundel, 
one  of  the  number,  regarding  the  late  election  in 
his  county  as  an  instruction  from  his  constituents, 
has  entered  the  college  and  qualified  as  an  elector — 
thus  making  twenty-two  members  now  in  session. 

Death  of  Mr.  Goldsbop.ough.  The  hon.  Ro- 
bert H.  Goldsborough,  one  of  the  representatives  of 
the  state  of  Maryland  in  the  senate  of  the  United 
States,  died  at  his  residence,  near  Easton,  on  Wed- 
nesday last.  The  distinguished  virtues  of  the  de- 
ceased had  endeared  him  to  a large  circle  of  friends, 
and  his  talents,  acquirements  and  experience  ren- 
dered him  a valuable  representative  of  his  native 
state,  which  had  for  the  second  time  placed  him  in 
the  senate  of  the  United  States. 

Gen.  Gaines’  letter  to  the  governor  of  Tennes- 
see, justifying  his  call  upon  that  functionary  for 
troops  to  aid  in  the  defence  of  the  western  frontier, 
-is  published  in  the  present  sheet.  It  is  a curious 
document,  and  will  be  quoted  as  another  evidence 
that  “passive  obedience”  is  not  always  found  among 
those  who  teach  it.  The  authority  under  which 
the  general  acted  is  clearly  established — but  he  has 
overlooked  the  fact  that  the  government  only  differed 
from  him  on  the  question  of  expediency,  and  justly 
decided  that  treaty  obligations  ought  not  to  be  vio- 
lated on  grounds  of  mere  conjecture.  Precaution 
is  the  parent  of  safety — but  the  power  to  punish 
sometimes  invites  aggressions  Even  if  the  govern- 
ment had  committed  itself  in  its  instructions  to  gen. 
Gaines,  the  manner  in  which  it  redeemed  itself  was 
full  of  dignity  and  self-respect. 

Military  court  martial.  The  Georgetown 
Metropolitan  states  that  the  president  has  ordered 
a court  of  inquiry,  to  consist  of  major  general  Ma- 
comb, as  president;  brigadier  generals  Brady  and 
. Atkinson,  members;  and  captain  Samuel  Cooper, 
as  judge,  advocate  and  recorder;  to  be  held  at  Fre- 
derick, Maryland,  as  soon  as  the  state  of  the  service 
will  permit;  of  which  the  president  of  the  board 
will  be  the  judge,  to  investigate  the  causes  of  the 
failure  of  the  campaign  in  Florida  under  general 
Scott  and  general  Gaines,  and  of  the  delay  in  pro- 
secuting the  campaign  against  the  Creek  Indians  in 
Alabama. 

The  French  ministry.  By  our  abstract  of  fo- 
reign news,  it  will  be  seen  that  M.  Thiers  has  re- 
tired from  the  French  ministry,  which,  it  is  said, 
has  been  dissolved,  in  consequence  of  the  conflict- 
ing views  of  the  king  and  his  ministers  as  to  the 
policy  of  a forcible  intervention  in  the  affairs  of 
Spain. 

Michigan.  The  editor  of  the  New  York  “Cou- 
rier and  Enquirer”  has  received  a letter  from  De- 
troit, dated  on  the  28th  ult.  which  states  that  the 
final  vote  had  been  taken  in  the  convention,  in  ses- 
sion at  Ann  Arbor,  on  the  proposition  to  admit 
Michigan  into  the  union  on  the  condition  that  she 
will  assent  to  the  boundary  line  fixed  by  the  act  of 
Vol.  LI,— Sig.  6. 


congress,  and  that  it  was  negatived  by  a majority 
of  seven! 

This  decision  will  again  open  the  boundary  ques- 
tion, and  may  produce  disastrous  consequences  un- 
less moderation  is  observed  by  both  parties. 

Arkansas.  The  legislature  of  the  new  state  of 
Arkansas  assembled  on  the  1 2th  ult.  S.  C.  Roane 
was  elected  president  of  the  senate,  and  John 
VVrLsoN  was  chosen  speaker  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives. On  the  first  day  of  the  session,  a bill 
was  introduced  in  the  house  (twice  read  and  refer- 
red to  a committee)  to  provide  for  the  election  of 
electors  of  president  and  vice  president:  The  vote 

for  governor  was  ascertained,  and  was  as  follows: 
for  James  S.  Conway,  5.338;  for  Absalom  Fow- 
ler, 3,222. 

Bank  of  the  U.  States.  Cornelius  W.  Law- 
rence of  N.  York,  Henry  D.  Gilpin  of  Philadelphia, 
and  John  White  of  Baltimore,  commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  arrange 
the  affairs  of  the  government  with  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  after  sitting  for  some  days  in  Phila- 
delphia with  a committee  on  the  part  of  the  bank, 
have  adjourned  for  a short  time.  The  business, 
thus  far,  “has  been  conducted  with  the  kindest  feel- 
ings on  both  sides.” 

The  National  Gazette  says  “the  bank  is  ready  to 
account  wdth  government  for  its  stock  at  the  rate 
of  $111  47  for  each  share — the  periods  of  payment, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  other  stockholders,  to  be  regu- 
lated by  the  gradual  winding  up  of  the  affairs  of  the 
institution.” 

Surplus  revenue.  Treasw-y  department,  6 th 
October,  1836.  In  compliance  with  the  resolution 
of  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  passed  July  1st, 
1836,  directing  that  “during  the  ensuing  recess  of 
congress  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  cause  to  be 
published  at  the  commencement  of  each  month  a 
statement  of  the  amount  of  money  in  the  treasury 
subject  to  draft,  and  also  the  amount  standing  to 
the  credit  of  disbursing  officers,”  the  undersigned 
hereby  gives  public  notice  that  “the  amount  of 
monpv  in  the  treasury  subject  to  draft,”  as  shown 
by  the  running  account  of  the  treasurer,  was,  on 
the  1st  instant  $11,283,654  98;  and  “the  amount 
standing  to  the  credit  of  disbursing  officers,” 
as  shown  by  the  latest  returns  received,  was 
$5,326,476  79. 

Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Gold  coinage.  The  coinage  of  gold  commenc- 
ed in  1795,  and  from  that  period  till  1S33,  as  we 
learn  from  the  “Globe,”  there  were  struck,  132,592 
eagles,  2,069,863  half  eagles,  and  141,562  quarter 
eagles,  amounting  to  2,344,127  pieces  of  gold,  and 
equal  in  value  to  about  twelve  millions  of  dollars, 
(to  be  precise,  11,965,715  dollars.) 

The  coinage  of  silver  commenced  also  in  1796, 
and  up  to  1835,  the  number  and  value  of  the  seve- 
ral pieces  coined  were  as  follows: 

Number  of  pieces.  Value. 

Whole  dollars,  1,439,517  $1,439,517  00 

Half  do  77,721,973  33,760,936  50 

Quarter  do  4,967,629  1,2-11,907  25 

Dimes,  10,630,100  1,083,010  10 

Half  dimes,  10,553,243  551,151  05 


Total,  105,312,462  $43,133,082  92 

No  whole  dollar  has  been  coined  during  the  last 
thirty  years. 

Copper.  Of  this  coin  there  have  been  struck  in 
cents  and  half  cents,  75,244,515  pieces,  equal  in 
value  to  $717,233  58.  This  has  been  great  work 
to  the  mint,  and  great  expense  to  the  United  States; 
for  the  copper  has  to  be  purchased  as  well  as  coin- 
ed, and  all  with  little  or  no  advantage  to  the  public. 

Post  office  department.  By  an  authentic 
statement  from  the  treasurer’s  office,  it  appears  that 
the  funds  of  this  department  remaining  in  bank  on 
the  1st  of  last  month  were  as  follows,  viz: 

.Whole  amount  in  bank,  $338,319  11 

Warrants  issued  and  not  paid,  53,757  78 


Disposable  funds  on  hand,  $329,561  33 

This  amount  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  increase,  for  some  months,  before  arrange- 
ments can  be  perfected  for  its  judicious  expendi- 
ture. Indeed,  so  unexpectedly  rapid  has  been  the 


redemption  of  this  department  from  its  embarrass- 
ments, that  no  one  apprehended  the  necessity  of 
making  preparations  in  time  to  absorb  the  surplus 
of  revenue  which  would  remain  after  the  accom- 
plishment of  that  object. 

We  learn  that  the  increase  in  the  revenues  of  the 
department  continues.  For  the  quarter  ending  on 
the  30th  of  June  last,  they  exceeded  the  revenue  of 
the  corresponding  quarter  of  last  year  seventeen  per 
cent.  1 

It  cannot  be  otherwise  than  gratifying  to  the 
friends  of  the  administration  to  see  this  department, 
which  has  been  the  occasion  of  so  many  unmerited 
charges,  placed  on  such  elevated  ground.  It  pro- 
mises an  honorable  close  to  the  glorious  administr:  - 
tion  of  Andrew  Jackson.  [Globe. 

According  to  a statement  in  the  “Globe”  of 
Wednesday  last,  fifty-two  fines  have  been  imposed 
upon  mail  contractors  for  failures  in  their  contracts 
during  the  last  quarter.  These  fines  vary  from 
two  dollars  to  four  hundred  and  ninety-three,  and 
were  imposed  for  various  delinquencies — such  as 

failure  in  the  time  of  delivery — failures  of  a day 

omissions  of  Sunday  mails  in  some  instances de- 

livery of  wet  mails — sending  bags  of  newspapers 
by  the  wrong  coaches,  &c.  The  heaviest  fine 'im- 
posed is  thus  stated: 

Four  hundred  and  ninety-three  dollars  and  fifty 
cents,  the  amount  of  fare  (ten  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
each)  for  forty-seven  passengers  from  Wheeling  to 
Cincinnati,  to  be  deducted  from  the  pay  of  jTa. 
Brvan  & Co.  contractprs  on  routes  No.  ] ,451  and 
1,465;  it  having  been  proved  that  the  said  passen- 
gers were  seen  in  tile  mail  stage  on  return  trips, 
within  the  first  and  second  quarters  of  1S36,  in  vio- 
lation of  the  contract  of  said  Bryan  & Co. 

The  “Globe”  speaking  of  the  postmaster  gene- 
ral’s determination  to  punish  delinquents  says 

There  have  lately  been  many  shameful  failures  on 
the  southern  line,  which  will  be  followed  up  with 
daily  fines;  and  if  they  do  not  put  an  end  to  them 
he  will  annul  the  contracts  and  try  new  men.— 
There  is  now  no  excuse  for  failures,  and  they  are 
undoubtedly  caused  chiefly  by  overloading  the  mail 
stage?  with  passevge's.  Contractors  must  think 
more  of  their  obligations  to  the  department. 

The  late  treasury  circular.  The  late 
treasury  circular  has  caused  great  complaint  in  the 
west,  and  is  bitterly  denounced  as  the  source  of 
much  embarrassment.  From  the  following  it  may 
hi  inferred  that  it  is  intended  to  modify  or  rescind 
some  of  its  requisitions. 

From,  the  Louisville  (Ky.)  Advertiser. 

It  is  reported,  on  what  we  believe  to  be  good  au- 
thority, that  some  of  gen.  Jackson’s  political  friends 
have  addressed  letters  to  him,  either  directly  or  in- 
directly, strongly  expressing  their  settled  convic- 
tion that  the  late  treasury  order,  unless  speedily  re- 
scinded, will  produce  the  most  disastrous  conse- 
quences throughout  the  whole  western  country. 

We  know  that  many  of  the  general’s  leading  friends 
disapprove  the  circular,  and  anticipate  fronfits  ope- 
ration the  very  worst  results,  not  only  to  the  people 
in  general,  but  to  their  party  in  particular,  and  we 
can  therefore  the  more  readily  believe  that  they  are 
making  a strong  and  concerted  effort  to  procure  its 
repeal. 

The  Buffalo  Journal  of  the  1st  inst.  contains  the 
following  paragraph  in  relation  to  the  subject. 

New  treasury  order.  We  learn  from  a gentleman 
of  respectability,  a Jackson  man,  who  arrived  in 
this  city  from  Chicago  this  morning,  that  an  order 
had  emanated  from  the  treasury  "department  at 
Washington,  making  certain  safety  fund  notes  of 
this  state  equivalent  to  specie,  in  the  payment  fof 
lands  in  some  of  the  land  offices  in  Illinois  and  In- 
diana. 

Mexico  and  Texas.  Advices  from  Matamo- 
ras  to  the  27th  August  state  that,  on  the  20th,  gen. 
Urrea  issued  a violent  proclamation  against  the 
Texians  and  Americans,  grounded  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  United  States  government  had  ac- 
knowledged the  independence  of  Texas,  and  sent 
troops  to  its  assistance.  A few  days  subsequently, 
having  learned  the  falsity  of  these  rumors,  he  en- 
deavored to  call  in  the  proclamations.  The  Mexi- 
can army  at  Matamoras  consisted  of  about  3,500 
men.  Messrs.  Teal  and  Carnes,  the  Texian 
commissioners,  were  still  in  close  confinement. 
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Minister  to  France.  We  learn  from  the 
“Globe”  that  the  hon.  Lewis  Cass  resigned  his  com- 
mission as  secretary  of  war  on  Tuesday  last,  and 
left  Washington  for  New  York  preparatory  to  his 
departure  for  Europe, — for  which  he  will  sail  on 
the  10th  instant  in  the  packet  ship  Quebec.  The 
National  Intc-lligencer,  in  noticing  the  departure  of 
Mr.  Cass,  says— We  should  do  injustice  to  our  feel- 
ings, and  we  are  sure,  to  the  general  sentiment  of 
this  city,  in  which  governor  Cass  has  so  long  resid- 
ed, if  we  did  not  say,  that  he  carries  with  him  the 
good  wishes  of  all  who  have  enjoyed  an  opportuni- 
ty of  appreciating  his  estimable  personal  character, 
and  that  of  hi3  most  amiable  family. 

Mr.  Van  Ransselaer,  of  New  York,  having,  from 
urgent  family  reasons,  declined  the  appointment  ol 
secretary  of  legation,  for  which  he  was  confirmed  by 
the  senate,  that  place  has  been  given  to  Charles  E. 
Anderson,  esq.  of  New  York,  who,  from  a long  re- 
sidence in  France,  is  said  to  be  well  qualified  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  the  situation. 

The  attorney  general,  the  hon.  B.  F.  Butler,  will 
perform  the  duties  of  the  department,  as  acting  se- 
cretary of  war  until  the  close  of  the  present  admi- 
nistration. He  is  at  present  absent  from  Washing- 
ton. but  is  expected  to  return  about  the  15th  inst. 
In  the  meantime  the  department  will  be  in  charge 
of  C.  A.  Harris,  esq.  the  commissioner  of  Indian 
affairs. 

Vermont.  Since  our  publication  of  the  result 
of  the  congressional  election  in  Vermont,  we  have 
seen  it  stated  that  Mr.  Everett  was  not  elected. — 
The  Claremont  (N.  H.)  Eagle  states,  on  the  autho- 
rity of  a letter  from  Woodstock,  ( Vt.)  that_  Mr. 
Everett  is  r s-elcclcd  to  congress,  by  a majority  of 
from  40  to  50  votes.  All  the  towns  in  the  district 
have  been  heard  from,  giving  Mr.  Everett  a clear 
majority  of  about  200  votes  over  Partridge  and 
Flint,  which  was  reduced  to  between  40  and  50  by 
about  150  scattering  votes. 


The  cEKfsu 

si  of  Wisconsin 

territory,  as 

shown  by  the  official  returns,  is  as 

follows: 

Des  Moines  county 

6,257 

Iowa 

do. 

. 5,234 

Dubuque 

do.  , 

4,273 

Crawiord 

do. 

. . 350 

Brown 

do. 

2,706 

Milwaukee 

do. 

. 2,893 

Total 

. 22,213 

Fortifications  in  the  iiarror  of  New 

York.  From  the  following,  which  we  find  in  the 
New  York  Commercial,  it  would  appear  that  the 
fortifications  in  the  harbor  of  New  York  are  neither 
prepared  to  welcome  a friend  or  repel  an  enemy, 

Division  orders.  The  salute.  It  is  now  estab- 
lished as  a fact,  by  two  experiments,  that  forts  are 
not  of  much  use,  except  perhaps  in  the  way  ol  pas- 
sive resistance,  unless  they  be  provided  with  men 
and  cannon.  The  principal  use  of  the  fortifications 
in  our  harbor,  for  some  years  past,  has  been  to  re- 
turn salutes  when  vessels  of  war  came  into  our 
waters,  but  at  present  they  are  not  equal  even  to 
this  exertion,  thanks  to  the  Creeks  and  Seminoles, 
who  have  called  away  all  the  troops,  and  to  the 
poverty  of  the  war  department,  which  has  made 
necessary  the  removal  of  the  guns  to  be  used  at 
other  positions. 

Twice  has  the  duty  of  saluting  devolved  upon 
general  Mort6n  and  his  division;  and  we  are  hap- 
py to  say  that  in  both  instances  it  has  been  per- 
formed with  a degree  of  spirit — we  may  say  hero- 
ism— worthy  of  the  gallant  troops  and  their  veteran 
commander.  The  promptitude  of  the  service  has 
not,  indeed,  been  remarkable,  but  this  could  not  be 
helped,  we  suppose,  the  general  not  being  informed 
in  season  that  a salute  was  intended.  Hereafter 
we  hope  that  some  better  arrangement  will  be 
made  to  give  the  division  reasonable  notice  when 
their  services  will  be  required. 

The  following  order  was  promulgated  this  morn- 
ing through  some,  of  the  papers: 

First  division  ISew  YorJc  state  artillery. 

Division  orders,  New  York,  October  3,  1836. 

His  Britannic  majesty’s  frigate  Belvidere,  cap- 
tain Burroughs  Strong,  arrived  in  our  harbor,  and 
fired  a salute  at  the  Narrows,  and  also  one  on  coin- 
ing up  to  the  city.  Of  the  intention  of  firing  the 
latter  salute,  the  major  general  was  not  apprised. 
These  national  courtesies  are  gratefully  received, 
and  are  with  pleasure  reciprocated.  The  salute  of 
the  frigate  will  be  returned  to-day,  and  general  San- 
ford will  order  a detachment  from  his  brigade  to 
fire  a national  salute  from  the  battery,  at  noon,  and 
will  direct  the  city  flag  to  be  displayed  at  the  same 
time.  By  order  of  major  general  Morton: 

S.  D.  Jackson,  division  inspector. 


Shocking  rail  road  accident.  The  follow- 
ing account  of  a most  painful  accident  on  the  Co- 
lumbia rail  road,  was  left  at  our  office  by  a friend, 
who,  it  will  be  seen,  was  a witness  of  the  painful 
scene  which  he  describes. 

“Fairview,  Sunday,  about  3 o’clock. 

“This  afternoon,  as  the  train  for  Lancaster  was 
approaching  Fairview,  the  axle  of  the  forward  car, 
or  car  next  to  the  baggage  broke,  which  immediate- 
ly precipitated  the  body  of  the  car  upon  the  rail- 
way, the  fragments  of  the  axle  ripping  up  the  bot- 
tom of  the  car  in  which  was  a Mr.  Gibson  of  Phila- 
delphia, bound  to  Cincinnati  with  his  wife  and 
children.  His  wife  and  child  fell  through  and  near- 
ly the  whole  train  passed  over  her  body.  I cannot 
picture  to  you  the  heart  rending  scene  that  ensued 
when  Mr.  Gibson  was  called  to  the  spot  where  his 
wife  lay  a mangled  corpse,  with  the  child,  about  18 
months  old,  by  her  side,  covered  with  the  blood  ol 
its  dead  mother.  The  top  of  her  head  was  cut  olf, 
and  the  brains  lay  on  both  sides  the  rail;  the  body, 
feet,  arms  and  legs  broken  to  atoms.  Heavens! 
what  a sight!  the  distracted  man  tenderly  dragging 
from  the  spot  the  remains  of  his  ‘Julia,’  calling  up- 
on her  in  frantic  exclamations,  but  she  could  only 
answer  by  an  expiring  look  of  agony.  He  next 
picked  up  his  babe,  and  believing  it  too  was  dead, 
ran  around  among  the  crowd  imploring  assistance, 
when  it  was  impossible  to  afford  him  the  least  con- 
solation. The  child  was  miraculously  preserved. 
I was  next  called  to  witness  another  scene  which 
beggars  description. 

“ A black  man,  who  had  vainly  attempted  to  leap 
from  the  car  when  the  accident  took  place,  fell  up- 
on the  ground,  and  the  car  running  off  the  track 
upon  the  side  he  jumped,  the  wheels  passed  over 
both  his  legs  and  cut  them  olf  in  the  most  shocking 
manner,  grinding  the  dirt  and  clothing  into  the 
mangled  flesh.  He  lay  writhing  in  the  most  excru- 
ciating agony  under  the  body  of  one  of  the  cars, 
until  enough  of  assistance  couid  be  rendered  to  raise 
the  car  off  him.  He  will  not,  it  is  believed,  sur- 
vive. 

“A  gentleman  in  the  forward  car  had  his  left  arm 
broken  and  breast  much  injured,  hut  it  is  possible 
he  will  recover. 

“The  train  was  propelled  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  to 
eighteen  miles  per  hour  at  the  time  of  the  accident, 
and  ran  not  more  than  the  length  of  the  train,  or 
fifty  yards,  ere  it  brought  up. 

“I  was  with  my  family  in  the  next  car  to  the  one 
which  Mr.  Gibson  was  in,  and  the  fragments  over 
which  we  passed  tore  up  the  bottom  without  injury 
to  any  of  its  passengers.  It  was  a miracle  that  we 
escaped — one  of  our  wheels  was  spokeless,  nothing 
but  the  naked  rim  left  to  give  assurance  it  ever  was 
a rail  road  wheel.  Even  the  rails,  for  a considera- 
ble distance,  were  torn  from  their  fastenings,  and 
some  broken.” 

This  seems  to  be  one  of  those  accidents  against 
which  it  is  difficult  to  guard,  unless  by  some  new 
arrangement  of  the  wheels  anduixles  of  the  cars,  or 
perhaps  by  a thicker  flooring  to  the  cars. 

It  is  mentioned  to  us  that  the  engine  and  one  car 
was  immediately  despatched  to  Lancaster  city  for 
medical  or  surgical  aid  for  the  sufferers,  and  that 
before  it  returned,  the  cars  were  set  in  motion. 

In  the  hope  of  conveying  the  wounded  towards 
medical  aid,  they  had  gone  to  a short  turn,  when 
the  locomotive  came  sweeping  round,  and  was  not 
checked  until  it  came  in  contact  with  the  cars  and 
did  considerably  injury.  [{7.  S.  Gazelle. 

Since  the  above  was  in  type  we  have  learned 
from  the  National  Gazette  that  Mrs.  Gibson’s  child, 
at  first  supposed  to  he  unhurt,  has  since  died  of  its 
injuries,  and  that  the  negro  man  who  was  hurt  can- 
not recover. 

Trade  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  During  the  year 
1835,  there  were  steamboat  arrivals  at  Buffalo  720 
Clearances  720 

1,440 

During  the  same  time  there  were  arrivals  of  sloops, 

brigs  and  schooners  920 

Clearances  of  same  920 

1,840 

Total  of  arrivals  and  clearances  of  steamboats, 
brigs  and  sloops,  3,280.  The  average  tonnage  of 
steamboats  was  280,  which  makes  an  aggregate 

of  403,200  tons. 

The  average  tonnage  of  brigs,  schrs. 
and  sloops,  is  estimated  at  80,  which 
gives  an  aggregate  of  147,200  tons. 

Total  550,400  tons. 

The  whole  number  of  clearances  upon  the  canal 
for  1835  was  5,125.  Increase  from  1834,  1,1  IS. 

The  increase  from  1834  to  1835,  in  all  kinds  of 
business,  was  nearly  or  quite  25  per  cent.  It  will 


be  quite  as  much  from  1835  to  1836.  Advances 
were  made  here  last  year  on  property  passing  east 
and  west,  to  the  amount  of  about  two’ millions;  and 
the  capital  invested  and  employed  by  our  forward- 
ing in  lake  and  canal  navigation,  is  estimated  to 
amount  to  nearly  or  quite  three  millions  of  dollars. 

[Ar.  Y.  Daily  M. 

The  U.  S.  schooner  Dolphin.  This  little 
gem  of  a vessel  is  now  lying  at  her  ease  opposite 
the  battery,  preparatory  to  her  sailing  for  the  coast 
of  Africa  in  a day  or  two.  We  went  aboard  on 
Saturday  to  take  a view  of  her.  The  commander, 
W.  E.  McKenney,  esq.  the  lieutenant,  Mr.  Ogden, 
and  her  surgeon,  doctor  J.  Vaughan  Smith  were 
aboard.  With  the  characteristic  politeness  of  our 
gallant  navy,  we  were  shown  every  curious  thing 
about  this  craft.  She  is  perfectly  new,  carries  ten 
24-pounders,  and  looks  wicked  enough  for  any  spe- 
cies of  mischief  with  her  raking  masts  and  biting 
broadside.  She  is  to  be  manned  with  92  men,  and 
the  economy  with  which  every  bit  of  room  between 
decks  is  appropriated  is  not  the  least  novel  part  of 
her  construction.  She  is  about  200  tons,  strongly 
built,  and  intended  to  go  through  the  water  like  a 
racer  of  the  first  blood. 

This  craft  is  intended  to  look  after  the  pirates 
and  slave  traders  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Liberia,  Monrovia  and  Sierra  Le- 
one. We  wish  her  much  success. 

[N.  Y.  Herald. 

The  changes  in  the  red  of  the  lower 
Mississippi.  The  total  number  of  decurtations,  or 
cut-off's,  which  have  been  made  in  the  direction  of 
the  serpentine  course  of  the  lower  Mississippi  by 
the  shifting  of  its  alluvial  bed,  at  various  times  since 
1699,  are  computed  at  no  less  than  180  miles.  The 
channel  is  estimated,  in  the  Grand  Gulf  Advertiser, 
to  have  been  regularly  changing  for  ages  at  the  rate 
of  two  miles  per  year.  It  has  probably  thus  tra- 
versed the  whole  alluvial  surface  of  the  states  of 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi,  particularly  the  delta  of 
the  former,  which  is  so  low.  The  tendency  has 
been  towards  the  east,  probably  from  the  diurnal 
motion  of  the  sun.  By  a direct  route  from  Red 
river,  leaving  New  Orleans*  100  miles  to  east,  the 
Mississippi  might  reach  the  Gulf  150  miles  nearer 
than  it  does.  The  Grand  Gulf  Advertiser,  from 
which  the  above  facts  are  taken,  adds: 

By  cutting  about  ten  miles,  at  an  expense  not  ex- 
ceeding $50,000,  the  river  between  New  Orleans 
and  the  mouth  of  Arkansas,  which  is  160  miles 
above,  may  he  shortened  more  than  100  miles. 

A line  of  360  miles,  drawn  due  north  from  New 
Orleans,  will  pass  within  six  miles  of  Jackson,  in 
this  state,  and  Memphis,  in  Tennessee.  From  the 
latter  town  it  is  720  miles,  by  water,  to  New  Or- 
leans. 

Many  of  the  bends  alluded  to  are  some  dozen  or 
20  miles  around,  and  only  a mile  or  two,  and  some- 
times only  a lew  rods,  across.  Thus  the  editor  says: 

Grand  Gulf  bend,  in  which  our  town  is  situated, 
is  9 miles  round  and  2 across;  which  gives  the  ad- 
vantage of  being  aware  of  the  approach  of  steam- 
boats an  hour  before  their  arrival  here. 

Palmyra  bend  ends  above  the  one  just  named,  is 
17  miles  round,  and  only  a mile  across,  through 
which  a sluice  passes  in  high  water.  It  is  but  16 
miles  from  Grand  Gulf  to  Warrenton  by  a road 
passable  ten  months  in  the  year;  yet  i(  is  40  by  the 
course  of  the  river. 

Vicksburg  bend,  commencing  4 miles  above,  and 
ending  8 below,  is  12  round,  and  hut  300  rods  across, 
which  was  passed  over  by  a ferry  boat,  in  1828. 

Warland’s  bend  is  14  miles  round,  and  50  rods 
across. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  cut-offs  com- 
mencing with  the  earliest  on  record. 

1.  About  1699,  it  is  supposed  that  the  Yazoo 
cut-off  took  place,  and  Old  River  was  formed; 
saving  miles,  20 


2.  First  Homochitto  cut-off  in  1720,  which 
saved  a distance  of  30  miles — previously  the 
river  washed  the  highlands  of  the  present  coun- 
ty of  Adams;  30 

3-  Point  Coupee  cut-off,  made  in  1721,  on 
the  grant  of  M.  de  Meuse,  where  tobacco  was 
then  planted  by  the  colonists— saved  30 

4.  Great  Cut  Point.  This  cut-off' is  the  one 

above  latitude  33,  and  was  made  about  the  year 
1747,  and  shortened  the  river  30 

5.  Second  Homochitto  cut-off,  in  1779.  This 

burst  through  in  one  night,  while  a boat,  as- 
cending the  stream,  lay  just  above  it,  15 

6.  New  cut-off,  in  1817,  15 

7.  Red  river  cut-off',  in  1831,  saved  20 

8.  Bunch’s  cut-off,  in  1832,  20 

Total  extent  of  these  cut-offs,  180 


Geological  changes  in  Great  Britain.— 
That  the  lace  of  the  globe  has  successively  under- 
gone total  changes,  at  different  remote  epochs,  it  is 
now  a fact  beyond  dispute,  as  also  that  long  ante- 
rior to  the  creation  of  man  this  world  was  inhabited 
by  races  of  animals  to  which  no  parallels  are  now  to 
be  found;  and  those  animals  themselves  only  made 
their  appearance  after  the  lapse  of  ages  during  which 
no  warm  blooded  creatures  had  any  existence.  It 
has  been  further  remarked  by  zoologists,  that  the 
animals  which  first  appeared  in  these  latitudes  were 
analogous  to  such  as  now  inhabit  tropical  regions 
exclusively;  and  that  it  was  only  at  a period  imme- 
diately antecedent  to  the  creation  of  the  human  race 
that  species  similar  to  those  of  the  existing  era  be- 
gan to  appear  in  northern  latitudes.  Similar  pecu- 
liarities have  been  also  found  to  mark  the  vegetation 
of  corresponding  periods.  It  would  hardly  be  cre- 
dited by  persons  unacquainted  with  the  evidence  on 
which  such  facts  repose,  that  in  the  most  dreary  and 
desolate  northern  regions  of  the  present  day,  there 
are  found  groves  of  tropical  plants,  or  coniferae, 
like  the  Norfolk  and  Araueariran  pines,  of  bananas, 
treeferns,  huge  cacti  and  palms;  that  the  marshes 
were  filled  with  rush  like  plants,  fifteen  or  twenty 
feet  high,  the  coverts  with  ferns  like  the  undergrowth 
of  West  Indies. 

Reading  taste.  The  direction  of  the  British 
mind,  and  the  sort  of  intellectual  food  it  pefers  for 
its  digestion,  may  be  in  some  measure  judged  of  by 
the  following  tabular  view,  in  which  it  will  be  per- 
ceived, what  might  have  been  anticipated,  that  the 
more  solid  and  substantial  commodities  among  our 
British  kindred,  take  the  precedence  of  the  light 
and  frothy. 

Reading  taste.  The  following  is  a list  of  the 
number  of  volumes  in  the  different  departments  of 
literature  consulted  by  persons  attending  the  read- 
ing rooms  of  the  British  museum  for  three  months 
in  the  year  1835,  as  delivered  in  to  the  committee 
of  the  British  house  of  commons: — science  2,713; 
history,  2,167;  topography,  1,286;  theology,  1,190; 
poetry  and  the  drama,  1,187;  law,  945;  reviews, 
magazines  and  modern  periodical  literature,  870; 
voyages  and  novels,  777;  classics,  763;  biography, 
707;  art,  624;  romances,  novels  and  annuals,  495; 
antiquities,  481;  encyclopaedias,  dictionaries  and 
grammars,  421;  and  genealogy,  153;  making  a to- 
tal of  15,761  volumes,  including  in  addition,  1,725 
miscellaneous. 

Creek  frauds  and  Creek  hostilities.  Un- 
der our  advertising  head  will  be  seen  the  “rules 
and  regulations”  of  the  commissioners  appointed 
by  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  examine 
the  frauds  alleged  to  have  been  committed  in  the 
sale  of  the  Creek  lands,  and  into  the  causes  of  the 
late  hostilities  of  the  Creek  Indians. 

We  are  pleased  to  perceive  that  the  commission- 
ers are  about  to  proceed  with  alacrity  to  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  assigned  to  them  by  the  presi- 
dent. From  their  well  established  character  for 
business,  and  as  gentlemen  of  the  strictest  inte- 
grity, we  hope  that  they  may  be  enabled  so  to  dis- 
charge the  trust  reposed  in  them,  as  to  acquit  their 
own  consciences,  and  to  restore  confidence  in  the 
community. 

We  believe,  however,  that  all  their  efforts  will 
prove  unavailing.  The  combination  engaged  in 
the  demoralizing  and  illegal  business  of  “land  steal- 
ing,” is  too  extensive  and  influential,  to  be  reached 
by  ordinary  means.  The  power  given  to  the  court 
is  not  sufficient  to  bring  the  numerous  offenders  to 
justice,  and  that  the  proposed  investigation  will  be 
involved  in  immense  difficulties,  any  one  conver- 
sant with  Creek  affairs  cannot  for  a moment  doubt. 

Under  existing  circumstances,  in  our  humble 
opinion,  there  is  but  one  kind  of  court  that  could 
avail  any  thing  at  all  calculated  to  advance  the 
public  welfare,  and  that  would  be  a committee  of 
intelligent  members  of  congress,  clothed  with  the 
authority  and  dignity  of  the  nation,  and' vested  with 
the  most  ample  powers  to  compel  the  attendance 
of  witnesses.  Such  a tribunal  as  ws  have  describ- 
ed, might  answer  a good  purpose,  but  nothing 
short  of  an  inquisition  of  the  kind  could  stir  up  the 
“charnel  house”  of  corruption  and  ferret  out  offend- 
ers. 

The  truth  is,  the  government  has  permitted  the 
important  time  for  the  investigation  of  the  frauds  to 
pass  by.  The  alleged  causes  should  have  been  in- 
quired into,  previous  to  the  emigration  of  the  In- 
dians, when  they  could  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
meeting  those  who  had  wronged  them,  and  of  con- 
fronting their  oppressors.  Had  such  a course  have 
been  adopted  many  who  now  wear  “a  stolen  live- 
ry,” and  like  Ccezar’s  wife,  appear  “above  suspi- 
cion,” would  this  day  have  been  condemned  as 
enemies  of  the  human  race. 

[ Montgomery  (Ala.)  Advertiser 
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Early  snow.  The  Catskill  and  Alleghany 
mountains  are  covered  with  snow.  There  was 
a fall  of  snow  at  Utica,  N.  Y.  on  the  28th  ult.  that 
covered  the  ground — and  the  Charlestown  (Va.) 
Free  Press  says  that  the  houses  and  streets  of  that 
town  were ‘on  Tuesday  last’ clothed  with  winter’s 
gayest  livery. 

Colonization.  The  executive  committee  of 
the  colonization  society  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
encouraged  by  the  favorable  intelligence  received 
from  their  colony  at  Bassa  Cove,  in  Africa,  have 
resolved  to  make  arrangements  for  sending  another 
expedition  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Wooden  pavements.  They  are  now  paving 
the  streets  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  wdth  wooden  blocks. 
The  delay  of  the  contractor  was  occasioned  by  the 
difficulty  he  experienced  in  preparing  the  wooden 
blocks  w ith  the  broad  axe  and  cross-cut  saw — which 
induced  him  to  put  in  operation  a steam  saw  mill 
for  sawing  them,  with  a guillotine  knife  for  dressing 
them;  all  which  he  has  completed,  and  by  their  aid 
can  furnish  blocks,  perfectly  dressed  and  ready  to 
lay  down,  sufficient  for  fifty  yards  of  pavement  per 
day.  , 

The  following  description  of  the  wooden  pave- 
ments in  St.  Petersburgh,  furnished  by  a corres- 
pondent of  the  New  York  American,  will  be  found 
interesting,  as  giving  a good  idea  of  the  mode  in 
which  they  are  laid  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
blocks  are  fastened  or  pinned  together: 

“The  streets,  like  our  own,  are  paved  with  small 
round  pebbles,  and  some  of  the  leading  ones  have  a 
carriage  way  paved  with  blocks  of  wood,  very  de- 
lightful to  ride  on.  These  blocks  are  about  eight 
inches  diameter,  and  the  same  in  length;  they  are 
of  pine,  and  all  hexagons.  This  form  is  given  them 
as  being  a greater  economy  of  wood  than  squares; 
the  blocks  are  first  sawed  to  a length,  from  logs  of 
about  nine  inches  diameter — then  they  are  shaped 
in  a machine  which  stamps  them  out  several  hun- 
dred per  hour,  by  forcing  each  one  endwise  through 
a steel  six  sided  ring,  by  means  of  a huge  pis- 
ton, which  is  placed  vertically  over  the  ring,  and 
is  worked  by  steam  power.  The  experiment,  how- 
ever, of  the  wooden  pavements  has  not  yetperfectly 
succeeded;  in  the  first  attempts,  the  blocks  were 
only  supported  by  the  bare  ground,  well  rammed, 
but  very  soon  they  became  uneven,  from  the  une- 
qual resistance  of  the  foundation;  lately,  however, 
there  appears  to  be  a better  mode  adopted,  which  is 
first  to  lay  down  thick  planks  lengthwise,  and  then 
stout  boards  crosswise,  covering  them  with  a coat 
of  tar;  on  this  substructure  are  placed  the  blocks: 

I observed  that  each  block  has  inserted  intwosides 
a small  wooden  pin,  about  one  inch  diameter,  and 
the  same  in  length,  and  has  two  holes  on  two  other 
sides,  corresponding  wdth  the  pins  of  other  blocks, 
and  by  which  the  whole  mass  is  bound  together. — 
The  mode  of  repairing  said  pavement  appeared  to 
me  to  be  simple  and  expeditious.  In  our  wooden 
country,  I think  this  kind  of  pavement  might  suc- 
ceed well  in  Broadway,  as  we  have  at  present  no 
scarcity  of  excellent  hard  wood,  and  can  afford  to 
lay  them  with  simply  four  square  blocks,  and  of 
twice  the  length  of  those  above  mentioned.  I have 
endeavored  to  be  particular,  as  I am  aware  that 
your  public  spirit,  and  that  of  your  talented  sons, 
might  have  some  influence  at  the  court  of  Gotham, 
and  that  I might,  perhaps,  find  some  of  our  leading 
streets  regenerated,  which  wbuld  be  decidedly  pre- 
ferable to  being  jolted  over  their  present  wretched 
surface,  which  endangers  life  and  limbs,  and  tends 
much  to  the  destruction  of  wheels,  springs,  and 
horses’  feet.” 

The  New  York  money  market.  The  pres- 
sure that  has  been  felt  during  the  last  and  present 
weeks,  is  mainly  to  be  ascribed  to  the  large  amount 
withdrawn  from  circulation  by  reason  of  paying 
in  the  entire  capital  of  the  bank  of  the  state  of  New 
York,  $2,000,000,  minus  the  $200,000  paid  in  as 
deposite,  on  the  applications  for  stock.  The  ba- 
lance of  $1,800,000  is  to  be  paid  in  to-morrow,  and 
the  necessity  of  providing  so  large  a sum  has  na- 
turally tended  to  check  the  ordinary  flow  of  the 
money  current.  The  bank  goes  into  operation  on 
Tuesday  next,  and  as  its  issue  will  be  $5,000,000, 
(twice  and  a half  the  amount  of  its  capital),  the 
pressure  will  soon  be  done  away,  and  money  be 
even  more  plentiful  than  it  has  been  for  some 
weeks. 

The  board  of  aldermen  will  take  into  considera- 
tion, on  Monday  evening  next,  the  subject  ol  the 
six  million  loan,  with  especial  reference  to  its  issue 
in  such  manner  as  shall  bring  it  within  discount 
line.  [ N . Y.  Com. 

Increase  of  Boston.  Jly  the  official  returns 
of  the  census  just  taken  of  the  population  of  this 
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city,  it  appears  that  in  1830  the  population  of  the 
city  was  61,381;  in  1835  it  was  78,603,  showing  an 
increase  of  17,222  in  five  years.  According  to  this 
rate  Boston,  in  1840,  will  contain  more  than  100,000 
inhabitants,  and  in  I860,  something  like  250,000. 

Virginia  slaves.  The  Yirginia  Times  says — 
“We  have  heard  intelligent  rnen  estimate  the  num- 
ber of  slaves  exported  from  Virginia  w ithin  the  last 
twelve  months  at  120,000,  each  slave  averaging  at 
least  $600,  making  an  agregate  of  $72,000,000— of 
the  number  of  slaves  exported,  not  more  than  oue- 
third  have  been  sold,  (the  others  having  been  car- 
ried by  their  owners  who  have  removed)  which 
would  leave  in  the  state  the  sum  of  $24,000,000 
arising  from  the  sale  of  slaves!” 

IIon.  Alexander  Porter  was  tendered  a pub- 
lic dinner  by  the  Irishmen  of  Louisville,  Ky.  wnich 
he  was  forced  to  decline.  In  their  note  the  commit- 
tee say: 

“From  the  high  estimate  in  which  are  held  your 
worth,  talents  and  patriotism,  many  citizens  other 
than  Irishmen  will  be  present,  without  regard  to 
politics.”. 

And  in  his  reply  Mr.  Porter  makes  the  following 
just  remarks: 

“I  am  extremely  grateful,  gentlemen,  for  this 
mark  of  attention,  and  would  gladly  have  enjoyed 
the  gratification  of  meeting  you,  did  not  my  imme- 
diate departure  from  this  city  render  it  impossible 
for  me  to  do  so.  The  honor  you  have  conferred  on 
me,  and  the  pleasure  it  has  communicated,  are 
heightened  by  the  information,  that  this  evidence 
of  regard  comes  from  men  of  different  politics.  In 
the  high  excitement  of  party,  which  now  pervades 
the  country,  no  compliment  to  the  motives  which 
have  actuated  my  conduct  in  public  life,  could  be 
more  acceptable  to  me.  And  may  I add,  gentle- 
men, that  it  augurs  well  for  the  duration  of  our 
noble  institutions,  when  in  the  heat  of  tire  civil 
conflicts  to  which  they  give  rise,  men  are  found, 
who  can  distinguish  between  opinions  and  motives, 
and  where  our  zeal  of  party,  founded  on  a warm 
love  of  country,  can  respect  and  make  allowances 
for  the  same  feeling  in  others.  It  is  by  the  mutual 
exercise  of  this  charity  that  the  republic  can  be 
maintained. 

The  following  toast  was  given  by  judge  White 
at  a dinner  lately  given  to  Mr.  Bell  by  a portion 
of  his  constituents,  at  w'hich  the  judge  was  present 
as  a guest: 

“ The  constitution — May  the  people  preserve  it  by 
exercising  the  powers  reserved  to  themselves,  and 
by  prohibiting  all  others  from  the  exercise  of  pow- 
ers not  granted  to  them.” 

Unearned  premiums.  It  is  well  known  that 
after  the  fire  of  the  16th  and  17th  of  December  last, 
a very  large  number  of  unexpired  policies  of  insu- 
rance were  surrendered  to  the  insolvent  companies 
to  be  cancelled,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  closing  of 
their  alfairs,  and  the  distribution  of  their  assets 
among  their  creditors.  The  question  however 
arose,  whether  the  companies  were  bound  to  return 
the  whole  of  the  unearned  premium,  or  only  a pro 
rata  amount— the  same  as  paid  to  the  other  credi- 
tors. 

The  vice  chancellor  has  recently  decided  the 
question,  and  we  now  present  his  opinion  for  the 
benefit  of  all  concerned.  [AT.  Y.  Jour,  of  Com. 

In  chancery.  Before  the  vice  chancellor,  Sept. 
27th,  1836.  In  the  inattei  of  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam W.  Campbell,  Jonathan  Goodhue  and  others, 
vs.  The  Traders’  Insurance  company  in  the  city  of 
New  York. 

The  vice  chancellor — “The  statute  authorises 
receivers  to  procure  outstanding  policies  to  be  can- 
celled by  refunding  to  the  assured  such  portion  of 
the  premium  as  may  be  considered  unearned,  and 
the  amount  thus  refunded  they  are  authorised  to 
retain  before  making  any  dividend  among  the  cre- 
ditors. The  equity  of  the  statute  applies  as  well 
where  the  policy  has  been  surrendered  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  company  and  cancelled  before  the  ap- 
pointment of  receivers,  as  after  their  appointment. 
And  I am  of  opinion  the  receivers  are  bound  to  re- 
turn the  unearned  premium  on  all  policies  cancel- 
led, with  a view  to  the  winding  up  of  the  affairs  of 
the  insolvent  company,  and  that  such  policy  hold- 
ers are  not  to  come  in  pro  rata  with  creditors  for  a 
mere  dividend. 

“Order  according  to  the  prayer  of  the  petition, 
with  costs.” 

Cleaveland  and  Campbell,  solicitors  for  petition- 
ers; G.  Winter,  for  defendants. 

The  late  col.  Burr.  The  editor  of  the  Al- 
bany Evening  Journal,  who  has  no  doubt  good  au- 
thority for  Ins  assertion,  states  that  the  executors 
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of  the  late  col.  Burr,  named  in  his  will,  are  Peter 
Townsend,  Mathew  L.  Davis  and  Henry  E.  Edwards. 
All  his  documents,  pamphlets,  journals,  letters,  ma- 
nuscripts, &c.  public  and  private,  were  bequeathed 
to  Mr.  Davis,  by  whom  his  memoirs  are  to  be  writ- 
ten. For  the  last  two  years  Mr.  Davis  has  been 
much  occupied  in  reading  and  arranging  these  ma- 
nuscripts with  a view  to  the  duty  which  has  now 
devolved  upon  him. 

Aaron  Burr  was  an  extraordinary  man.  His  life 
was  full  of  events.  Much  of  his  history  is  identi- 
fied with  that  of  his  country,  and  all  of  it  is  deeply 
interesting.  The  materiel  for  this  history  is  most 
ample.  Copies  of  all  his  letters,  civil,  military  and 
miscellaneous,  are  preserved,  as  also  are  all  the  let- 
ters which  he  received  for  more  than  sixty  years. 
The  public,  therefore,  may  look  for  a full,  authen- 
tic, and  faithful  life  of  this  distinguished  man,  the 
first  volume  of  which,  we  understand,  will  be  pub- 
lished some  time  in  November.”  [N.  Y.  Gaz. 

Beet  root  sugar.  A correspondent  of  the 
Philadelphia  United  States  Gazette,  speaking  of 
the  manufacture  of  sugar  from  the  beet,  says,  that 
an  establishment  for  the  purpose  will  not  clear  ex- 
penses unless  it  be  calculated  to  make  at  least  from 
two  to  five  hundred  pounds  a day;  that  the  greatest 
advantage  will  be  derived  from  the  employment  of 
steam  power,  which  will  be  useful  in  rasping  the 
beets,  reducing  the  liquor  “in  vacuo,”  and  boiling 
without  burning  the  syrup;  that  the  juice  of  the 
beet  in  summer  decomposes  in  less  than  two  hours; 
that  the  acid  must  be  neutralized  and  the  mucilage 
coagulated  by  chemical  agents;  that  refining  can 
be  advantageously  connected  with  the  manufacture 
of  the  raw  sugars;  that  profits  are  incredibly  in- 
creased in  proportion  to  the  quantity  made,  and 
that  one-half  of  the  expense  may  be  saved  by  scien- 
tific arrangement  of  the  apparatus.  Taking  the 
fair  product  of  an  acre  of  ground  within  20  miles  of 
Philadelphia  at  .$25,  the  writer  makes  the  following 
estimate  of  the  gain  from  an  acre  of  beets  convert- 
ed into  sugar: 

EXPENSES. 

One  acre  of  beets,  (40,000  lbs.)  $25  00 

Two  men  for  twenty-four  days,  48  00 

Two  boys  for  do  22  00 

Fire  and  rent,  &c.  40  00 


Total, 

$135  00 

RECEIPTS. 

Quantity  of  sugar  from  the  acre  of  beets, 

would  be  2,400  lbs.  which  at  10  cts.  per 

lb.  would  be 

$240  00 

Beet  cake  and  molasses,  &c. 

20  00 

Total, 

$260  00 

Expenses, 

135  00 

Profits,  $125  00 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  profit  will  be  nearly 
cent  per  cent,  not  taking  into  account  the  interest 
of  the  capital.  The  two  men,  he  says,  could  work 
twice  as  much  and  the  apparatus  for  the  increased 
quantity  would  cost  very  little  more.  Such  profits 
as  the  above  are  well  calculated  to  whet  the  appe- 
tite for  gain  of  our  worthy  farmers  who,  by  raising 
beets  and  making  sugar,  may  soon  vie  with  the 
wealthy  planters  of  Louisiana.  [Ball.  Amcr. 

Public  lands.  It  has  been  estimated  by  the 
Detroit  Advertiser,  that  in  the  west,  and  we  think, 
judging  from  the  past,  the  amount  is  not  too  great, 
that  in  “the  year  1830,  the  sales  will  probably 
amount  to  twenty  millions.  The  emigration  has 
been  much  larger  than  usual;  but  we  doubt  whe- 
ther much  more  than  six  millions  of  acres  have 
been  taken  by  actual  settlers.  Congress  have  still 
nearly,  or  quite  two  hundred  millions  of  acres  in 
market,  and  a great  many  more  millions  are  soon 
to  be  brought  into  market. 

“Since  the  great  west  has  been  opened  for  settle- 
ment under  the  auspices  of  congress,  more  than 
two  hundred  millions  of  acres  have  been  surveyed 
and  brought  into  market.  Up  to  the  beginning  of 
the  present  year,  but  little  over  thirty  millions  of 
acres  has  been  sold,  if  we  remember  rightly.  This 
was  sufficient  to  supply  the  immense  emigration  of 
the  last  thirty  years.” 

But  great  as  the  rage  for  speculation  is  now,  and 
great  as  it  has  been  for  the  past  few  years,  it  may 
be  remembered  that  it  rages  no  more  extensively 
than  it  did  seventeen  years  since.  Indeed,  if  we 
make  sufficient  allowance  for  the  greater  ability  on 
the  part  of  speculators  to  speculate  now,  and  their 
comparative  want  of  ability  in  1819  and  1820,  we 
have  not  yet  approximated  to  the  point  then  reach- 
ed. 

A correspondent  of  the  Newburyport  Herald  fur- 
nishes us  the  following  interesting  statistics  of  the 
sales  of  public  lands  for  the  last  twenty  years. 


They  come  from  official  sources,  and  may  be  relied 
on  as  correct.  The  sales  in  1816,  $3,  567,273;  1817, 
$5,022,409;  1818,  $7,299,997;  1819,  $17,681,794; 

1820,  (first  two  quarters)  $27,606,964.  The  price 
was  up  to  this  time  $2  per  acre,  and  the  govern- 
ment gave  the  purchasers  a credit.  After  the  1st 
of  July,  1820,  the  price  was  reduced  to  $1  25  and 
cash  payments  required,  and  the  sales  fell  off  as  fol- 
lows:— In  1820,  (last  two  quarters)  $’424,962; 

1821,  $1,169,224;  1822,  $1,022,267;  1823,  $850,136; 

1824,  $953,799.  From  1824  to  1830,  the  sales 
were  between  one  and  two  millions  each  year, 
about  sufficient  to  supply  the  actual  demand  oc- 
casioned by  the  increase  of  population.  In  the 
last  named  year  symptoms  of  the  present  fever 
manifested  themselves,  and  the  sales  rose  about 
two  millions,  gradually  increasing  for  the  next 
two  or  three  years.  The  sales  being  in  1832, 
$3,115,376;  1833,  $4,972,284;  1834,  $6,099,981; 
1835,  $15,810,795;  1836,  (first  two  quarters) 

$13,500,000. 

Bonaparte’s  generals.  From  that  interest- 
ing volume  of  “Harper’s  Family  Library,”  the 
Court  and  camp  of  Bonaparte — we  glean  the  follow- 
ing memorials  of  twenty-eight  celebrated  military 
men  who  make  up  the  whole  list  of  those  serving 
under  Napoleon,  either  as  marshals  of  France  or 
generals  of  division. 

Augereau  died  12th  June,  1816,  of  dropsy  in  the 
chest;  Berthier  threw  himself  from  a window  of  his 
house  as  the  army  of  the  allies  was  passing  it  on 
the  19th  May,  1815,  and  died  instantly;  Bessieres 
was  killed  by  a musket  ball  at  Lutzen;  Davoust 
died  of  a pulmonary  complaint,  June  1823;  Dessaix 
was  killed  instantly  at  Marengo,  by  a cannon  ball; 
Beauharnois  died  of  apoplexy  at  Munich,  January 
21,  1834;  St.  Cyr  in  March,  1830;  Junot  in  a fit  of 
insanity  threw  himself  from  a window  of  his  fa- 
ther’s house  at  Montbard,  breaking  a thigh  which 
resulted  in  his  death,  June,  1813;  Klcber  was  as- 
sassinated at  Cairo,  Egypt,  (on  the  same  day  that 
Dessaix  was  killed  at  Marengo)  by  the  hand  of  a 
youth  of  18,  who  secreted  himself  in  a garden,  and 
on  the  approach  of  his  victim  went  ana  presented 
him  with  a bit  of  paper  folded  like  a letter,  and 
while  Kleber  was  opening  it  the  assassin  drew  from 
his  cloak  a dagger,  and  inflicted  a wound  causing 
immediate  dissolution.  He  stated  that  he  left  Da- 
mascus on  foot,  by  order  of  the  grand  vizier,  who 
entrusted  him  with  the  mission  of  repairing  to  the 
French  army  to  take  Bonaparte’s  life.  Lannes  ex- 
pired from  the  effects  of  a cannon  shot  which  carri- 
ed away  his  right  leg,  and  the  foot  and  ancle  of  the 
left,  at  Esling,  22d  May,  1809;  Lefebvre  died  in 
Paris,  Sept.  1S20;  Loison  at  Liege,  in  1S16;  Masse- 
na  expired  on  the  4th  of  April,  1817;  Moreau  fell 
when  near  the  emperor  Alexander  (being  in  the 
Russian  service  at  Dresden),  in  August,  1813.  A 
cannon  ball  from  the  French  artillery  earned  away 
his  right  leg,  and  passing  through  his  horse  took  off 
a portion  of  the  left.  The  remaining  portion  of  the 
left  was  cut  off  by  a surgeon — and  during  amputa- 
tion and  dressing  the  brave  officer  smoked  a cigar 
— scarcely  moving  a muscle  of  his  face  during  the 
painful  operation.  He  lingered  till  the  2d  Septem- 
ber. Murat  was  condemned  to  death  at  Naples  in 
1815,  and  shot — looking  steadfastly  at  the  soldiers, 
and  desiring  them  to  aim  at  his  heart  and  save  his 
face.  The  fate  of  Ncy — “the  bravest  of  the  brave” 
— is  familiar  to  all.  “He  who  fought  five  hundred 
battles  for  France — not  one  against  her — was  shot 
as  a traitor,”  being  in  the  47th  year  of  his  age. 
Pichegrve  was  iound  dead  in  a dungeon,  with  a 
black  silk  handkerchief,  twisted  round  his  neck, 
and  a stick  thrust  through  the  knot,  whether  by 
his  own  hands  or  the  hands  of  others  seems  to  be 
undecided;  Suchet  expired  at  Marseilles,  Jan.  1826, 
and  Mortier  was  assassinated  last  July,  by  Fieschi’s 
“infernal  machine,” — making  16  of  the  2S  who  no 
longer  survive. 

Of  the  remaining  nine,  Bcrnadoite  is  king  of 
Sweden;  Grouchy  left  France  for.  this  country  after 
the  second  abdication;  no  mention  is  made  in  the 
work  before  us  of  the  death  of  Moncey  and  Jourdan. 
Macdonald,  Marmot,  Mortier,  Oudinot,  Soult  and 
Victor  severally  gave  in  their  adhesion  to  Louis 
Philippe  in  1830,  and  for  aught  we  know  all  are  still 
living.  [ Star. 

Indian  treaties.  Mackinac,  Sept.  17,  1S36. 
There  are  now  on  this  Island  about  4,000  Indians 
and  about  500  half  breeds,  assembled  for  the  pur- 
pose of  completing  their  treaty  of  cession.  The 
treaty  was  made  in  Washington  last  winter,  and  by 
it  the  Ottawa  and  Chippewa  nations  cede  to  the 
United  States  all  the  land  lying  between  lakes  Hu- 
ron and  Michigan,  north  of  Grand  River  on  one 
side,  and  Thunder  Bay  river  on  the  othet,  and  all 
the  lands  lying  north  of  lakes  Huron  and  Michi- 
gan, west  of  the  straits  of  St.  Mary  and  east  of  the 


Chocolate  river,  on  Lake  Superior.  The  price  is 

$2,000,000. 

The  Indians  set  apart  $300,000  of  their  money 
to  pay  their  debts,  and  $150,000  as  gratuity  to  their 
half  breed  relatives.  The  former  matter  Is  under- 
going the  examination  of  Mr.  Schoolcraft,  the  In- 
dian agent,  major  Whiting,  of  the  U.  S.  army,  and 
John  W.  Edmonds,  esq.  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed under  the  treaty.  The  latter  matter  is  un- 
der the  supervision  of  Mr.  Edmonds  alone.  They 
have  also  the  joint  duty  to  perform  of  distributing 
to  the  Indians  $150,000  worth  of  goods,  and  about 
$70,000  in  money.  All  these  constitute  an  arduous 
duty,  and  necessarily  delay  the  execution  of  the 
treaty. 

When  I arrived  here,  about  the  17th  ult.  there 
were  about  2,000  Indians  assembled.  They  had 
free  access  to  the  traders’  stores,  and  scenes  of  riot- 
ing and  drunkenness  were  exhibited.  Such  ar- 
rangements were  however  made,  that,  since  the  1st 
instant,  no  liquor  has  been  sold  to  the  Indians,  and 
they  are  as  orderly  and  well  behaved  as  can  be  de- 
sired. Before  the  1st,  one  could  hear  the  sounds  of 
revelry  all  night  long;  but  now  you  can  pass  among 
their  lodges  in  the  evening,  and  be  unconscious 
(were  it  not  for  the  appearance  here  and  there  of  a 
lighted  tent)  there  was  an  Indian  on  the  island. 
Some  of  the  bands  have  already  received  their  pre- 
sents and  money,  and  have  returned  home,  and  not 
an  instance  is  known  of  a drunken  Indian. 

This  is  an  unparalleled  state  of  things.  It  has 
been  universally  the  case,  when  the  Indians  assem- 
bled either  to  make  or  complete  a treaty,  or  to  re- 
ceive their  annuities,  that  they  indulge  very  freely 
in  the  use  of  liquor,  and  violence  and  bloodshed 
frequently  ensue.  But  the  contrary  experiment 
has  now  been  tiled,  and  has  succeeded  to  admira- 
tion. It  is  mainly  owing  in  this  instance  to  the 
agent,  Mr.  Schoolcraft,  (who  is  well  known  to  the 
reading  public  for  his  scientific  attainments),  and 
he  has  been  heartily  seconded  by  the  traders  and  in- 
habitants here,  and  of  course  by  the  gentlemen  asso- 
ciated with  him  in  the  execution  of  the  treaty. 

[Albany  Argus. 

Cholera  in  Charleston.  The  board  of  heath 
reported  the  following  cases  from  September  27th 
to  October  1st  inclusive.  » 

Sept.  27 — 44  cases — 11  whites,  33  blacks — 9 dead. 

28 —  39  cases — 9 whites,  30  blacks — 5 dead. 

29 —  2S  cases — 7 whites,  21  blacks — 4 dead. 

30 —  14  cases — 3 whites,  1 1 blacks — i dead. 
Oct.  1—10  cases — 2 whites,  8 blacks — 1 dead. 

Elections.  On  Tuesday  next  the  elections  for 
members  of  congress  and  the  state  legislature,  take 
place  in  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio.  In  Georgia  the 
election  was  held  on  Monday  last. 

Naval  depot.  Commodores  Rogers,  Chaun- 
cey  and  Morris  have,  in  compliance  with  a vote  of 
the  senate,  examined  the  several  scites  designated 
in  Narragansett  bay,  that  they  may  report  to  that 
body  at  its  next  session  the  most  suitable  location 
for  a naval  depot.  After  they  had  completed  the 
above  duty,  they  proceeded  to  make  their  usual 
annual  visit  to  the  navy  yards  at  Charlestown  and 
Portsmouth. 

Novel  suit.  It  is  stated  in  several  of  the  papers, 
says  the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser,  that  a 
suit  has  been  commenced  by  Robert  Sedgwick, 
esq.  on  behalf,  or  at  the  fnstigation  of  the  Anti- 
Slavery  society,  against  the  lion.  Richard  Rikar, 
recorder  of  New  York,  for  the  recovery  of  the  pe- 
nalty of  five  hundred  dollars,  to  which  he  is  alleged 
to  have  made  himself  liable  by  disobeying  the  writ 
de  homine  rcplcgiando,  sued  out  in  the  case  of  the 
claimed  slave  Jesse  Collier,  alias  Abraham  Oosley, 
who  was,  under  the  decision  of  the  recorder,  re- 
covered by  the  claimant. 

Sale  of  articles  formerly  belonging  to 
Napoleon.  As  we  have  not  before  seen  a com- 
plete list  of  these  articles,  sold  among  the  effects 
of  Barry  O’Meara,  we  subjoin  it: 

“The  articles  formerly  belonging  to  the  emperor 
Napolean,  came  to  the  hammer  yesterday  being  re- 
served for  the  second  day’s  sale  of  the  effects  of  the 
late  Barry  O’Meara,  esq.  A magnificent  Turkish 
sabre,  with  a real  Damascus  blade  and  chased 
handle,  worn  by  Napoleon  in  Egypt,  and  present- 
ed by  him  to  his  brother,  Louis,  by  whom  it  was 
given  to  Mr.  O’Meara,  was  knocked  down  for  45 
guineas.  A richly  chased  silver  gilt  snuffbox, 
with  curiously  engraved  entablature  £21  2s.  A 
minature  of  Napdeon,  £2  2s.  A most  exquisite- 
ly carved  full  letyth  ivorv  minature  of  Napoleon, 
standing  on  a plinth,  which  represents  a beautiful 
raised  carving  of  his  tomb  at  St.  Helena,  £6  6s. 
A gold  knife  and  fork,  and  spoon  engraved  with 
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the  imperial  arms,  with  an  autograph  certificate 
from  kin?  Joseph,  declaing  it  to  be  presented  by 
him  to  Mr.  O’Meara,  on  account  of  his  fidelity  to- 
wards Napoleon,  in  a morocco  case,  £ 14  14s.  A 
silver  gravy-spoon  engraved  with  the  imperial  arms 
of  France,  used  by  Napoleon  at  St.  Helena,  £5  5s. 
A table-spoon,  also  used  by  Napoleon  at  St.  He- 
lena, engraved  with  the  imperial  arms  of  France, 
£2  5s.  Nine  table-spoons  were  then  put  up  at 
auction  in  separate  lots,  the  average  prices  of  wnich 
were  from  £3  to  £3  10s.  each.  Half  a dozen  tea- 
spoons, also  said  to  have  been  in  actual  use  at  St. 
Helena,  were  next  put  up  in  the  same  manner, 
and  fetched  about  30s.  each.  A bronze  model  of 
the  column  in  the  Place  Vendome,  22  inches  in 
height,  presented  by  princess  Caroline  to  Mr. 
O’Meara  £7  7s.  A few  lines  of  Napoleon’s  hand 
writing;  this  was  a confidential  communication 
from  Napoleon  to  prince  Eugene,  conveyed  from 
St.  Helena  by  Mr.  O’Meara  in  the  sole  of  his  shoe. 
It  was  translated  as  follows:  “I  beg  of  my  relations 
and  friends  to  assist  Mr.  O’Meara  with  respect  to 
his  personal  interest;  and  believe  all  he  states  re- 
lative to  my  present  position,  and  sentiments  I en- 
tertain.” There  was  considerable  competition  for 
this  lot,  and  it  was  ultimately  knocked  down  for 
£11  11s.  The  next  lot  was  a gold  coronation 
medal,  representing  Napoleon  and  Marie  Louise 
before  the  altar  on  one  side,  and  profiles  of  them 
on  the  other.  There  were  only  twenty  of  these 
originally  cast,  and  intended  solely  for  the  posses- 
sion of  Napoleon’s  family  and  the  potentates  of  Eu- 
rope, £ 15;  understood  to  have  been  purchased  by 
Mr.  Phillips,  the  barrister.  A pontifical  ring,  con- 
sisting  of  an  amethyst  set  in  gold,  on  which  is  en- 
graved in  relief  the  head  of  Christ,  presented  to  Mr. 
O’Meara  by  cardinal  Fesch,  was  knocked  down  for 
£ 12  Is.  6d.  A small  quantity  of  Napoleon’s  hair, 
it  was  preserved  under  a glass  cover;  its  color  was 
%ht  auburn,  of  a silky  texture,  and  the  appearance 
of  being  the  lock  of  some  very  young  person — it 
sold  for  £2  10s.  A tooth  of  Napoleon,  whicli  seem- 
ed not  to  much  decayed,  sold  for  7 guineas  and  a 
half  and  the  instrument  with  which  it  was  extract- 
ed for  3 guineas.  There  were  many  veteran  French 
officers  present,  who  seemed  never  to  have  deplor- 
ed the  want  of  money  so  much  as  when  they  saw 
many  of  the  relics  of  the  late  emperor  put  to  sale, 
to  them  invaluable,  and  in  their  estimation  sacrific- 
ed- [Ar.  Y.  Star. 
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Messrs.  Risteau,  Ely,  Worthington  and  Showers, 
are  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren. 

Mr.  Walker  is  elected  sheriff  of  Baltimore  city 
and  county  by  a majority  of  1,372  votes  over  Mr. 
Kernan,  the  next  highest  candidate. 

ANNAPOLIS  CITY. 


Whig. 

Van  Buren. 

Culbreth 

154 

Harwood  137 

Alexander 

159 

Welch  140 

HARFORD 

county. 

Whig 

Van  Buren. 

Billingslea 

1,181 

Manlsby  1,243 

Gough 

1,154 

Nelson  1,196 

Boya 

1,143 

Forwood  1,146 

Jewett  986 

CECIL  COUNTY. 

Whig. 

Van  Buren. 

Parker 

1,174 

Comegys  1,258 

Foard 

1,121 

Henderson  1,234 

Broughton 

1,119 

Taylor  1,232 

Connard 

1,104 

Pierson  1,211 

WORCESTER  COUNTY. 

Whig. 

Van  Buren. 

Townsend, 

1,015 

No  opposition. 

Fooks, 

1,011 

Handy, 

1,000 

Powell, 

9S0 

FREDERICK  COUNTY. 

Whig. 

Van  Buren. 

Doub, 

3,082 

No  opposition;  the  Van 

Bowlus, 

3,093 

Buren  ticket  havingbeen 

Brengle, 

3,103 

withdrawn. 

Matthias, 

2,821 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 


Whig. 

Van  Buren. 

Kershner, 

1,956 

Mann,  2,239 

Nesbit, 

1,899 

Swingley,  2,229 

Van  Lear, 

1,892 

Rentch  2,21 1 

Witmer, 

1,664 

Gaither,  1,S98 

CAROLINE 

COUNTY. 

Whig. 

Van  Buren. 

Carter, 

610 

Hardcastle,  590 

Jump, 

602 

Keene,  590 

Nichols, 

596 

Thrawley,  583 

Charles, 

5S8 

Fountain,  573 

CHARLES 

COUNTY. 

Whig. 

Van  Buren. 

Carpenter, 

827 

Matthews,  566 

Hawkins, 

550 

Garner, 

476 

Jenkins, 

471 

MONTGOMERY  COUNTY. 

Whig. 

Van  Buren. 

Harding, 

933 

Adamson,  725 

Darby, 

922 

Dade,  699 

Waters, 

884 

Dorsey.  745 

Dawson, 

810 

Valdenar  677 

TALBOT 

COUNTY. 

Whig. 

Van  Buren. 

Townsend, 

684 

Colston,  580 

Martin, 

666 

Lowry,  567 

Kerr, 

664 

Sherwood,  563 

Boyle, 

662 

Horney,  561 

prince  george’s  county. 

Whig. 

Van  Buren. 

Coombs 

778 

Day,  631 

Ghiselin, 

776 

Scott,  625 

Tuck, 

773 

Baldwin,  589 

Gantt, 

750 

Crawford;  549 

ANNE  ARUNDEL  COUNTY. 

Whig.  Van  Buren. 

Chas.  S.  Ridgely,  1,131  R.  W.  Higgins,  1,011 

Leonard  Iglenart,  1,128  Dr.  II.  Franklin,  988 

Dr.  Benj.  Hood,  1,109  Dr.  Allen  Thomas,  987 
Cephas  Simmons,  1,104  Chas.  D.  Warfield,  877 

SOMERSET  COUNTY. 

Whig.  Van  Buren. 


Hyland, 

1,003 

Lankford, 

324 

Donoho, 

990 

Disharoon, 

264 

Ballard, 

954 

Crisfield, 

926 

DORCHESTER  COUNTY. 

Whig. 

Van  Buren. 

Thos.  H.  Hicks, 

1,085 

John  Rowins, 

834 

T.  Q.  II.  Eccleston, 1,055 

Richd.  Pattison, 

829 

B.  G.  Keene, 

1,071 

Henry  Keene, 

842 

W.  Folengin, 

1,142 

L.  D.  Traverse, 

823 

queen  anne’s  county. 

Whig. 

Van  Buren. 

Dunbracco, 

636 

Roberts, 

597 

S.  T.  Harrison, 

670 

Wareham, 

544 

Palmer, 

650 

Kensey  Harrison, 

585 

Hemsley, 

603 

Tate, 

578 

Ct3*We  have  not  received  official  returns  from 
Allegany,  Calvert,  St.  Mary’s  or  Kent.  The  re- 
sults, are,  however  stated  in  the  recapitulation  be- 
low. 


KECAPITUI 

• ATI  ON . 

Whig. 

Van  Buren. 

Allegany 

•Washington 

2 

1 

2 

3 

•Frederick 

4 

0 

•Montgomery 

4 

0 

Prince  George’s 

4 

0 

Calvert 

U 

1 

Charles 

3 

1 

St.  Mary’s 

4 

0 

•Annapolis  city 

2 

0 

•Anne  Arundel 

4 

0 

Baltimore  city 

0 

2 

Baltimore  county 

0 

4 

•Harford 

2 

2 

Cecil 

0 

4 

Kent 

4 

0 

•Queen  Anne 

4 

0 

Talbot 

4 

0 

•Caroline 

3 

A TIE. 

Dorchester 

4 

0 

Somerset 

4 

0 

Worcester 

4 

0 

Total 

60 

19 

Those  marked  thus  (*)  returned  Van  Buren 
electors  at  the  electoral  election  held  in  September 
last! 


WAR  IN  FLORIDA. 

The  editor  of  the  Jacksonville  Courier  gives  the 
following  particulars  of  another  battle  with  the  In- 
dians, fought  near  Newnansville,  on  the  ISth  ult. 

On  Saturday  evening,  the  17th,  the  Indians  came 
within  a mile  of  that  lort  and  captured  a cart,  and 
fired  on  three  whites  and  two  negroes.  As  it  was 
too  late  and  rainy  to  make  a successful  attack  that 
night,  spies  were  sent  to  discover  the  position  of 
the  Indians.  They  were  posted  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  San  Felasco  hammock.  Sunday  morning 
col.  Warren  marched  out  to  give  battle  with  100 
mounted  men,  being  detachments  from  captains 
Walker,  Ward  and  Garrison’s  companies,  with  25 
gentlemen  under  capt.  Beckham,  who,  their  time 
of  service  having  expired,  volunteered  for  this  spe- 
cial service,  and  capt.  D.  D.  Tomkins,  1st  regiment 
U.  S.  Artillery,  with  a 24  pounder  howitzer,  and 
25  of  his  men.  The  advance  was  in  three  columns 
— the  right  under  col.  Warren,  the  left  under  lieut. 

col.  Mills,  and  the  centre  under  capt.  Tomkins. 

When  within  three-fourths  of  a mile  of  the  ham- 
mock, they  met  the  Indians  and  the  battle  com- 
menced along  the  right  wing  and  centre. 

The  Indians  attempted  to  turn  the  left  flank,  but 
were  charged  with  spirit  by  that  wing,  and  driven 
into  a thick  oak  scrub,  thence  into  the  border  of 
the  hammock,  where  the  artillery  played  on  them 
with  considerable  effect. 

Then  they  attempted  to  turn  the  right  flank,  but 
were  driven  off  by  that  wing,  and  into  range  a^ain 
of  the  artillery,  which  opened  upon  them  with  o-reat 
effect.  The  Indians  made  desperate  attempts  to 
maintain  their  position.  They  charged  twice  on  the 
artillery.  They  were  beaten  off  at  all  points,  and 
driven  a mile  and  a half  into  a dense  hammock 
w’here  they  could  not  be  pursued  with  advantage. 
The  action  lasted  one  hour  and  a half— one  hour  of 
which  time,  the  fire  was  heavy  on  the  whole  line. 
Their  force  was  estimated  at  300  men. 

Indians  were  seen  to  fall  before  the  fire  of  the  ar- 
tillery, particularly  on  the  left.  Several  persons  re- 
port that  they  saw  a mounted  Indian  (from  his 
appearance  giving  orders,  and  a chief),  fall  before 
the  fire  of  the  a.itillery.  Adjutant  Gilliland  reports 
that  lie  saw  a large  fellow  mounted  in  front  of  the 
right,  and  from  his  recollection  of  his  person,  thinks 
he  W'as  Jumper.  Adjutant  G.  ordered  a platoon 
fired  at  him,  and  several  assert  that  he  fell.  No 
Indians  were  found  dead — but  from  the  traces  of 
blood,  many  must  have  been  killed  and  wounded. 

Col.  Warren,  lieut.  col.  Mills,  capt.  D.  D.  Tom- 
kins, adjutant  Gilliland,  capts.  Beckham,  Walker 
and  Ward,lieuts.  Breeton  and  Hindley,  distinguish- 
ed themselves  by  their  bravery  and  good  conduct 
in  the  action,  also  Drs.  Pelot  and  Terbelot,  and  pri- 
vate Weyman  stationed  at  the  howitzer,  who  was 
wounded  at  the  first  fire,  but  refused  to  quit  his 
post  until  compelled  bv  loss  of  bload. 

List  of  wounded.  Jeremiah  Burnett,  mortally; 
Matthew  Hindley,  Jesse  Long,  Samuel  Russell  and 
Weyman,  not  dangerously. 

The  Tallahassee  Floridian  of  the  24th  ult.  states 
that  “the  Tennessee  volunteers,  two  thousand  and 
upwards  in  number,  under  the  command  of  general 
Armstrong,  (who  is  accompanied  by  colonel  Wm. 
Wyatt,  of  Florida,  as  a member  of  his  staff),  took 
up  the  line  of  march  for  the  seat  of  war,”  on  the 
19th  ult.  in  fine  spirits;  and,  also,  that  gen.  Jesup, 
who  has  command  of  a body  of  friendly  Creeks^ 
was  on  his  way  to  the  Seminole  country,  with  his 
command,  in  steamboats,  from  the  Appalachicola, 
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and  was  expected  to  reach  the  seat  of  war  in  time 
to  co-operate  with  the  troops  that  were  proceeding 
by  land.  The  same  paper  contains  information  of 
the  death  of  major  Washington,  of  the  Tennes- 
see volunteers. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  a letter  received 
by  the  editors  of  the  Savannah  Georgian,  from  their 
correspondent  in  Florida,  dated 

“St.  John's  River,  (E.  F.)  Sept.  18,  1836. 

“Sin:  Six  hundred  of  the  Tennessee  volunteers 
have  reached  Newnansville;  the  others  are  on  their 
way.  They  are  accompanied  by  governor  Call, 
who  writes  that  he  will  rid  the  country  entirely  of 
this  daring,  wily  foe,  or  leave  his  bones  and  blood 
to  mingle  witli  those  of  tha  heroic  Dade  and  gallant 
Izand,  in  fattening  the  soil  of  the  Seminole.” 

“The  command  of  all  the  regulars  is  given  to  the 
gallant  major  Pierce,  who  has  already  given  an 
earnest  of  what  may  be  expected  of  him,  entrusted 
with  this  command.  All  the  regulars  fit  for  duty 
are  to  march  against  the  enemy,  leaving  the  volun- 
teers on  the  east  side  of  the  St.  John’s  to  protect 
their  families  and  homes.  The  season  of  the  year, 
the  officers,  the  troops,  all  seem  auspicious  for  the 
opening  of  the  new  campaign.  The  recent  skir- 
mishes of  a fearless  few  have  proved  the  enemy  not 
invincible,  if  daring.  To  the  movements  of  the 
governor  and  the  Tennessee  volunteers  all  eyes  are 
now  turned.  Alas!  if  that  hope  proves  a broken 
reed.  Yours,  8cc.” 

From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  6th  inst. 

TO  THE  EDITORS. 

Fort  Mitchell,  (Ala.)  Sept.  26,  1836. 

Gentlemen:  A communication  from  “an  officer 
of  the  Tennessee  brigade,”  which  appeared  in  the 
“Montgomery  (Ala.)  Advertiser”  of  the  3d  inst. 
and  extracts  from  which  were  published  in  the  “In- 
telligencer” of  the  16th  instant,  under  the  head 
“From  Florida,”  appears  to  render  necessary  the 
publication  of  the  enclosed  extract  from  a letter  ad- 
dressed to  brig.  gen.  Armstrong  by  maj.  gen. 
Jesup,  dated  the  2.3th  of  August. 

The  communication  referred  to  contains  the  fol- 
lowing expression:  “Gen.  Armstrong  applied, 
some  days  since,  to  gen.  Jesup  for  permission  to 
march  to  Florida.”  Gen.  Armstrong  was,  no 
doubt,  always  ready  to  move  to  Florida;  but  he  had 
not  to  apply  for  permission,  as  the  extracts  which 
are  enclose  will  plainly  show.  The  letter  from 
which  these  extracts  are  taken  was  addressed  to 
gen.  Armstp.ong,  in  consequence  of  communica- 
tions received  by  gen.  Jesup  from  gov.  Call,  re- 
presenting the  distressed  state  of  the  territory,  and 
asking  assistance. 

Your  early  publication  of  the  extracts  will  place 
the  matter  in  its  true  light,  and  oblige,  very  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CHAMBERS,  lieut.  A.  D.  C. 

EXTRACT. 

Head,  quarters,  army  of  the  south, 
Tulluhassee,  August  25,  1836. 

General:  “The  condition  of  Florida,  as  dis- 
closed in  adespatch  from  gov.  Call,  received  to-day, 
is  such  as  to  require  immediate  succor. 

“The  regular  troops  cannot  be  spared  for  some 
time  from  the  service  on  which  they  are  employed 
in  the  Creek  nation.  I therefore  desire  that  col. 
Trousdale’s  regiment  of  Tennessee  volunteers  be 
pushed  forward  immediately  through  the  southern 
counties  of  Georgia,  by  the  best  route,  to  Talla- 
hassee; and  that  col.  Bradford's  regimentbe  held  in 
readiness  to  follow,  so  soon  as  the  band  of  Indians 
in  this  vicinity,  and  those  near  Wetumpka,  shall 
have  taken  up  the  line  of  march  to  the  west. 

“I  will  thank  you,  general,  to  cause  both  regi- 
ments to  be  completely  equipped,  and  prepared  for 
the  most  efficient  action.”  I am,  general,  most  re- 
spectfully, your  obedient  servant, 

T.  S.  JESUP,  maj.  gen.  com. 
Brig.  gen.  Armstrong,  com.  Tennessee  volunteers, 

Near  Tallahassee,  Ala. 

Adjutant  general’s  office,  army  of  the  south, 
Fort  Mitchell,  Sept.  25,  1836. 

1 certify  that  the  within  is  a true  extract  from  a 
letter  by  major  general  Jesup  to  brigadier  general 
Armstrong,  of  the  Tennessee  volunteers,  as  record- 
ed on  the  books  of  this  office. 

HENRY  STANTON, 

Lt.  col.  and  aeljt.  gen.  army  of  the  south. 


FOREIGN  NEWS. 

At  New  York,  Paris  papers  have  been  received 
to  the  24th  of  August , containing  the  following 
items  of  news. 

SPAIN. 

Despatches  had  been  received  at  Paris  from  Ma- 
drid, dated  August  17th  announcing  that  M.  do 
Rayneval,  tile  French  minis  ter  to  the  court  of  Spain, 


died  on  the  preceding  da}',  at  half  past  six  in  the 
evening,  at  St.  Udephonso,  after  six  day’s  illness,  of 
a complicated  pulmonary  complaint,  and  attack  of 
gout  in  the  head.  The  same  despatch  announces 
that  the  two  queens  entered  Madrid  on  the  17th, 
and  that  the  city  was  tranquil. 

On  the  17th  of  August;  gen.  Lebeau,  the  new 
commandant  of  the  French  auxiliary  legion,  at- 
tacked the  Carlists,  whose  battalions  were  on  the 
line  of  the  frontier,  and  beat  them  back  on  the  Bas- 
tan  and  the  Velzama,  after  having  killed  and  taken 
prisoners  a considerable  number  of  their  men.  He 
also  carried  and  destroyed  the  works  of  the  Carlists 
at  Engui,  and  took  possession  of  their  magazines. 

The  Phare  de  Bayonne  of  the  20th  has  the  fol- 
lowing: In  spite  of  all  that  people  state,  upon  what 
they  may  call  unquestionable  authority,  relative  to 
Gomez  being  in  the  Austrias,  the  kingdom  of  Leon, 
and  in  Galicia  at  the  head  of  22,000  men;  we  can 
affirm,  that  all  such  reports  are  unfounded,  and 
mere  speculative  inventions. 

We  will  further  state,  that  this  Gomez,  who  is  re- 
presented as  having  such  commanding  force  at  his 
disposal,  was  defeated  at  Escaro,  on  the  Sth,  by 
general  Espartero,  and  his  army  put  to  flight  and 
ursued  by  the  enemy  in  every  direction;  many  of 
is  soldiers  subsequently  joined  general  Espartero’s 
corps. 

Extract  of  a letter  of  the  19th  from  Bordeaux. — 
“Persons  likely  to  be  well  informed  assert  that  in- 
telligence from  Barcelona  of  the  14th  inst.  and  con- 
sequently much  more  recent  than  Mina’s  procla- 
mation, announces  a commotion  having  broken  out 
in  that  town.  Several  persons  accused  of  being 
Carlists  have  been  massacred  On  the  12th,  in  the 
evening,  a threatening  address  to  the  queen  was 
signed,  demanding  the  dismissal  and  arrest  of  M. 
Isturitz,  an  assembling  of  the  cortes  on  the  20th 
inst.  and  a popular  administration.  Two  deputies 
were  sent  off  the  following  day  to  present  the  ad- 
dress, accompanied  by  the  nine  procuradores  of  the 
province.  According  to  letters  of  the  12th  from 
Saragossa  the  Junta  has  decided  that  the  plate  and 
bells  of  the  churches  shall  be  melted  down  and 
converted  into  money.  It  is  said  that  Valencia  has 
also  had  its  insurrection,  but  no  details  have  reach- 
ed us.  It  is  added,  however,  that  no  serious  ex- 
cesses have  been  committed.  The  Carlists  turn  to 
account  the  kind  of  suspension  of  arms  arising  out 
of  what  is  passing  in  Spain  to  organise  themselves. 
Cabrera,  in  his  excursions,  has  succeeded  in  col- 
lecting 2,000  horses  which  he  has  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  Don  Carlos,  and  which  ere  long  will  be 
equipped  and  mounted.  Don  Carlos  as  a recom- 
pense, has  sent  him  the  grand  cordon  of  St.  Ferdi- 
nand. As  to  Gomez,  if  the  Carlists  accounts  are  to 
be  credited,  he  has  got  together  many  recruits  and 
much  money  in  his  excursions  in  the  Austurias, 
Galicia  and  Leon,  but  he  is  deficient  in  arms  to 
complete  the  organization  of  a'respectable  corps.” 
FRANCE. 

The  French  provincial  journals  are  full  of  the 
most  distressing  accounts  of  the  late  storms  which 
have  raged  throughout  the  country.  The  depart- 
ment of  the  Ain,  particularly  the  neighborhood  of 
the  Bourg,  seems  to  have  suffered  immense  damage; 
the  hurricane  which  broke  over  this  rich  country 
on  the  14th  seems  to  have  been  as  violent  as  any 
that  has  ever  been  witnessed  in  the  Antilles. 

The  Nouvelliste  Vaudois  gives  the  following, 
under  date  of  Liestal,  Aug.  13:— “Notwithstanding 
all  the  assertions  of  the  journals,  I can  assure  you 
that  the  persecutions  of  France  against  the  citizens 
of  Basle  country  are  still  continued.  The  rich  har- 
vests of  the  year,  and  particularly  the  corn,  will  be 
condemned  to  rot  on  the  ground  which  they  hold  on 
the  territory  of  France.  The  hay  and  corn  may  he 
consumed  by  the  horses  of  the  French  dragoons  and 
hussars  stationed  on  the  frontier.  Even  our  own 
territory  is  not  respected.  Should  this  continue 
much  longer,  our  iellow  countrymen  will  be  con- 
demned to  make  reprisals,  let  the  consequences  be 
what  they  may. 

PORTUGAL. 

The  Jourhal  du  Commerce  of  the  22d  has  his  sig- 
nificant paragraph: — 

The  king  of  England  says  nothing  in  his  speech 
respecting  Portugal.  Private  letters  from  London, 
however,  state  that  the  situation  of  affairs  in  that 
country  are  of  such  a serious  nature  that  a vessel 
of  war  has  been  ordered  to  the  Tagus,  and  another 
to  Oporto.  The  resolution  of  ministers  to  adjourn 
the  meeting  of  the  chambers  may  produce  an  ex- 
plosion; and  it  is  said  the  English  cabinet,  foresee- 
ing a movement  analagous  to  that  which  agitates 
Spain,  has  informed  the  queen  that  it  feels  itself 
obliged  by  treaty  to  lend  its  aid  for  the  maintenance 
of  its  authority. 

ROME.' 

The  Courier  de  Lyon  of  the  19th  instant,  says: 
“We  have  a letter  from  Rome  which  announces 


that  the  son  of  Lucien  Bonaparte,  who  was  im- 
prisoned in  the  castle  of  Saint  Angelo,  has  been 
secretly  removed.”  The  Augsburg  Gazette  in  al- 
lusion ' to  the  same  subject,  gives  a letter  from 
Rome,  which  contradicts  the  statements  of  the 
French  journals  as  to  any  fire  arms  having  been 
discharged  at  the  time  of  the  young  prince  being 
arrested.  His  wound  was  occasioned  bv  the  irri- 
tation of  the  carbineers  at  seeing  their  officer  killed 
and  some  of  their  comrades  wounded;  they  knock- 
ed the  young  prince  down  because  he  offered  so 
violent  a resistance.  This  story  which  at  first  made 
a great  noise  there,  is  now  almost  forgotten  at 
Rome.  All  the  reports  relative  to  the  previous 
conduct  of  the  brothers  are  false;  their  faults  are  to 
be  regarded  more  as  errors  of  youth,  than  as  crimi- 
nal actions. 

AFRICA. 

A late  letter  from  Algiers  says  that  the  affairs  of 
Africa  are  to  be  carried  on  with  great  vigor.  There 
are  to  be  30,000  French  troops  and  9,000  natives 
employed,  who  will  he  distributed  nearly  in  the 
following  manner — at  Algiers  there  were  to  be 

9.000  troops,  and  in  the  neighborhood  1,500,  with 

1.000  more  in  two  entrenched  camps.  Added  to 
these  there  is  to  he  a moveable  force  of  5,000  at 
Algiers,  and  5,000  more  at  Oran.  A letter  from 
Oran  of  the  5th  August  says,  that  the  French  force 
is  wholly  inefficient  for  the  duties  required  of  them. 

LATER  NEWS. 

By  the  ship  John  Taylor  which  arrived  at  New 
York  on  Wednesday  last,  the  New  York  editors 
have  received  London  papers  to  the  29th  of  August 
and  Liverpool  to  the  30th  inclusive.  The  most  in- 
teresting news  received,  is  that  of  a dissolution  ol 
the  French  ministry,  the  causes  of  which  are  not 
very  plainly  stated  in  the  advices  from  Paris,  con- 
tained in  the  following  paragraphs.  But  it  is  be- 
lieved that  recent  events  in  Spain  have  indisposed 
the  king  to  a forcible  intervention  in  the  affairs  of 
that  country,  whilst  M.  Thfers  continued  to  advise 
that  measure. 

London,  Aug.  29.  We  announced  by  an  extraordi- 
nary express  from  Paris,  on  Saturday  morning,  that 
M.  Thiers,  with  five  of  his  ministerial  colleagues 
had  resigned  their  places  in  the  cabinet,  on  the 
ground  of  differing  from  the  king  upon  the  question 
of  intervention  in  Spain.  That  statement  was  made 
expressly  upon  the  authority  ot  the  Journal  de 
Paris,  an  evening  paper,  which  has  been  hitherto 
regarded  as  an  official  organ  of  the  government. — 
On  the  following  day,  (Friday),  however,  in  con- 
sequence of  some  juggling  which  had. taken  place 
during  the  night,  the  Moniteur,  the  avowed  organ, 
published  the  following  bulletin,  which,  as  may  he 
imagined,  produced  not  a little  surprise  in  Paris: — 

“The  president  of  the  council,  minister  of  foreign 
affairs,  has  to-day  tendered  his  resignation  to  the 
king.” 

From  which  it  would  appear  that  the  resignations 
were  confined  to  M.  Thiers  himself.  Upon  this 
topic,  which  would  be  inexhaustible  for  surmise, 
wc  shall  not  at  present  offer  any  speculation  parti- 
cularly as  before  going  to  press,  we  may  have  more 
recent  intelligence,  hut  will  extract  from  one  or  two 
of  the  papers  all  that  could  be  said. 

Paris,  Aug.  26,  10  A.  M.  The  National,  quoting 
from  the  Moniteur  the  resignation  ot  M.  Thiers, 
adds: 

“Let  the  reader  compare  this  with  the  note  pub- 
lished by  the  Ministerial  Evening  Journal,  and  let 
him  explain  why  this  note,  inserted  in  a paper 
which  has  every  character  of  an  official  journal, 
does  not  agree  with  the  Moniteur. 

“Have  live  members  out  of  six  who  resigned  yes- 
terday, thought  better  of  it  during  the  night?  It 
would  not  be  the  first  time  that  the  inflexibility  of 
a ministerial  opinion  has  yielded  to  the  charms  ot 
power. 

“The  Journal  des  Debats  seems  to  be  better  in- 
formed than  the  Ministerial  Evening  Journal.  It 
says  that  well  informed  persons  believe  that  I he 
only  resignation  of  which  there  is  no  doubt,  is  that 
of  the  president  of  the  council.  At  all  events,  it  is 
clear  that  this  resignation  brings  with  it  in  fact  the 
dissolution  of  the  cabinet.”  Second  edition  of  the 
National,  Aug.  261h. 

Since  writing  the  above,  the  Paris  papers  of  Sa- 
turday have  come  to  hand.  They  are  fully  engag- 
ed in  discussing  the  ministerial  whereabout.  The 
Courier  Francais  most  unfairly  asserts  that  “the 
Moniteur  has  ceased  to  he  the  "official  journal.”— 
Notwithstanding  the  indirect  denial  of  the  Moniteur 
of  Friday,  the  Journal  de  Paris  of  that  evening  pub- 
lishes the  following  bulletin. 

“Several  morning  papers  of  this  day  appear  to 
believe  that  M.  Thiers  nad  retired  alone  from  the 
ministry,  and  that,  consequently,  the  cabinet  still 
exists. 
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“These  journals  were  misinformed.  The  cabi- 
net is  dissolved.  We  are  authorised  by  M.  M. 
Passy,  Sauzet,  Duperre,  Maisonand  Petit  de  la  Lo- 
zere,  to  declare  that  they  meant  to  concur  in  the  re- 
solve of  M.  Thiers.” 

With  this  singular  drama  the  Paris  press  of  Satur 
day  are  fully  occupied,  but  the  simple  statement  of 
facts  above  given  is  all  we  deem  necessary  for  the 
moment  to  copy  from  our  Parisian  cotemporaries. 
On  the  subject  which  led  to  this  crisis — intervention 
in  Spain — the  Paris  papers  are  equally  dilfuse  in 
comment. 

The  London  papers — or  such  of  them  as  have  no 
affection  for  Louis  Philippe — allege  that  his  per- 
ceptions of  the  impolicy  and  impropriety  of  assist- 
ing the  queen  of  Spain,  have  been  sharpened  by 
certain  intimations  from  the  ministers  of  Russia, 
Prussia  and  Austria.  Without  crediting  this  re- 
port, it  is  easy  to  believe  that  the  political  condition 
of  Spain  is  too  hazardous  and  uncertain  to  admit  of 
so  decided  a measure  on  the  part  of  France,  and 
especially  of  the  French  king,  who  has  enough 
trouble  on  his  hands  within  his  own  kingdom. 

SPAIN. 

General  Espartero  has  been  appointed  ad  interim, 
commander-in-chief  of  the  queen’s  army  in  the 
north.  Iturralde,  one  of  the  Carlist  generals,  is  said 
to  have  surrendered  to  the  Christinos,  with  a por- 
tion of  his  force.  There  have  been  fresh  disturban- 
ces in  Madrid. 

London,  Aug.  29.  Letters  and  papers  received 
last  night  from  Madrid  come  down  to  the  22d  inst. 
That  capital  had  been  the  scene  of  fresh  military 
disturbances.  In  the  evening  of  the  18th,  a report 
having  been  circulated  that  the  first  battalion  of  the 
3d  regiment  of  the  Guards  was  hostile  to  the  con- 
stitution, the  two  battalions  that  had  proclaimed  it 
at  San  Ildefonso,  together  with  the  National  Guards, 
took  arms,  and  attacked  them  in  their  barracks. — . 
The  soldiers  from  within  returned  the  fire,  without 
well  knowing  why  they  were  attacked,  and  four- 
teen or  fifteen  persons  wrere  killed  or  wounded  in 
the  affray.  On  the  next  morning  the  soldiers  of 
the  two  corps  fraternised  and  a reconciliation  took 
place.  General  Evariste  San  Miguel  had  been 
named  generallissimo  of  the  army  of  the  centre,  in 
Arragon.  The  18  procuradores  dismissed  by  Istu- 
ritz  from  the  situations  they  held  in  the  adminis- 
tration, on  account  of  their  having  voted  him  un- 
worthy of  the  confidence  of  the  nation,  had  been  re- 
instated in  their  functions.  By  another  royal  de- 
cree, the  censorship  has  been  abolished,  as  incom- 
patible with  the  constitution  of  1812,  and  all  the 
liberal  journals  suppressed  by  order  of  Quesada  had 
reappeared.  El  Mundo  was  the  only  ministerial 
newspaper  that  had  survived  the  downfall  of  Isturiz. 
The  Calatrava  cabinet  was  not  yet  completed.  On 
the  21st,  an  attempt  to  place  Arguelles  at  its  head 
had  been  unsuccessful.  It  was  rumored  that  Rodil 
would  again  be  invested  with  the  war  department. 
All  the  under  secretaries  and  clerks  of  the  late  ad- 
ministration have  sent  in  theirresignations.  Isturiz 
and  Galiano  are  understood  to  have  succeeded  in 
making  their  escape,  and  are  now  upon  their  road 
to  France. 

General  Evans  was  almost  restored  to  perfect 
health,  and  was  preparing  to  make  a dash  at  the 
Carlists,  and  redeem  the  somewhat  tarnished  honor 
of  his  legion.  He  complains  bitterly  of  Cordova, 
whose  treachery  appears  no  longer  doubtful.  Cor- 
dova is  said  to  have  fled  to  France  to  escape  the 
popular  indignation. 


THE  ARMY— OFFICIAL. 

GENERAL  ORDER,  NO.  64. 

Adjutant  general's  office,  Washington,  Sept.  30,  1336. 

The  resignations  of  the  following  named  officers 
have  been  accepted  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  to  take  effect  at  the  dates  set  oppose  to  each 
respectively,  to  wit: 

2d  lieut.  Roswell  Park,  corps  of  engineers,  30th 
September,  1836. 

Capt.  Robert  P.  Parrott,  ordnance,  31st  October, 
1836. 

1st  lieut.  Gaines  P.  Kingsbury,  1st  dragoons,  15th 
October,  1836. 

2d  lieut.  Lloyd  Tilghman,  1st  dragoons,  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1836.  b . i 

Bvt.  2d  lieut.  Henry  C.  Moorhead,  1st  dragoons, 
SOt'n  September,  1836. 

Capt.  Charles  Dimmock,  1st  artillery,  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1836. 

2d  lieut.  A.  P.  Crittenden,  1st  artillery,  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1836. 

Bvt.  2d  lieut.  Arthur  B.  Lansing,  1st  artillery, 
30th  September,  1836. 

1st  lieut.  A.  A.  Humphreys,  2d  artillery,  30th 
September,  1836. 

2d  lieut.  Win.  B.  Wallace,  3d  artillery, 30th  Sep- 
tember, 1836. 


2d  lieut.  Benj.  S.  Ewell,  4th  artillery,  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1836. 

Bvt.  2d  lieut.  George  W.  Shaw,  1st  infantry,  31st 
October,  1836. 

Capt.  James  Dean,  3d  infantry,  15th  November, 
•1836. 

Capt.  William  Martin,  4th  infantry,  23d  Septem- 
ber, 1836. 

1st  lieut.  F.  D.  Newcomb,  4th  infantry,  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1836. 

Bvt.  2d  lieut.  A.  Campbell,  6th  infantry,  30th 
September,  1836. 

By  order  of  major  general  Macomb: 

S.  COOPER,  acting  adjutant  general. 


THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  MEXICO. 

Extract  of  a letter  to  the  editors  of  the  “National 
Intelligencer,”  dated 

Natchitoches  (La.)  Avg.  28,  1836. 

“On  my  return  through  Texas,  an  accident  de- 
tained me  a number  of  days  at  Nacogdoches,  seven- 
ty miles  west  of  the  Sabine,  the  United  States 
boundary.  There  I found  encamped  two  regiments 
of  our  army — dragoons  and  infantry,  and  felt  my- 
self fortunate  to  find  among  them  an  old  friend,  a 
wanderer  like  myself  from  the  far  north.  To  him 
I am  indebted  foi  most  of  the  particulars  that  fol- 
low. 

General  Gaines,  retiring  in  January  last  from 
Florida,  * * * * hurried  to 

this  regiment  * * * * A regi- 

ment was  first  ordered  from  the  north  to  consti- 
tute the  neuclus  of  his  “army  of  observation.” — 
On  hearing  a report  in  April  of  a rapid  invasion  of 
Texas,  and  a panic  among  the  women,  he  marched 
his  forces  to  the  banks  of  the  Sabine,  and  made  a 
call  upon  the  governors  of  many  states  for  volun- 
teers, amounting  in  all  to  six  thousand  or  eight 
thousand  men.  By  the  time  these  draughts  were 
mustered  into  service,  the  rumors  on  which  this 
most  important  step  was  founded  proved  to  be  in  a 
great  measure  false.  The  volunteers  were  dis- 
charged the  service,  but  in  the  mean  time  large 
supplies  for  their  use  and  consumption  had  been 
purchased  and  transported  many  hundreds  of  miles 
by  water  and  land.  To  state  one  article:  there  are 
now  at  Camp  Sabine  136,500  bushels  of  corn!  (see 
general  Gaines’  letter  to  governor  Carroll,  “corn  for 
3,000  horses  for  six  months.”)  This  is  now  said 
to  be  all  rotten. 

The  president  of  Mexico  being  captured  and  his 
army  destroyed  at  the  memorable  battle  of  San  Ja- 
cinto, and  Texas  rid  of  the  last  of  her  invaders,  a 
stray  captain  or  two,  called  “commissioners,”  pri- 
soners at  Matamoras,  Mexico,  wrote  a letter  bid- 
ding the  Texians  to  prepare  for  another  immediate 
invasion;  at  the  same  time  some  reports  of  Indian 
murders  in  Texas  were  raised  by  the  interested. — 
Fired  by  this  rumor  of  war  only  800  miles  beyond 
our  frontier,  and  the  Indian  stories,  our  venerable 
general  again  called  upon  the  governors  for  many 
more  regiments  of  volunteers,  and,  attracting  by 
this  grand  parade  the  public  attention  to  himself  on 
the  right  side  of  the  Sabine — the  rubicon  of  nation- 
al honor — passes  it  obscurely  with  the  garrison  of 
Fort  Gibson. 

Fort  Gibson,  the  most  exposed  of  our  outposts, 
the  centre  of  all  the  emigrating  tribes,  the  imme- 
diate region  where  the  sullen  and  blood-stained  sa- 
vages of  the  south  are  sent,  being  thus  left  with  a 
nominal  garrison,  the  governor  of  Arkansas  was 
called  upon  to  send  1,000  men  to  reinforce  Fort 
Towson,  on  Red  river,  in  the  midst  of  the  Choctaw's; 
a race  who,  strange  to  say,  never  scalped  a w'hite 
man,  and  who  had  recently  volunteered  to  fight  for 
the  United  States  against  her  enemies,  whoever 
they  might  be. 

One  of  the  ostensible  causes  of  this  permanent 
military  occupation  of  Texas  is  the  reported  dis- 
affected state  of  a number  of  tribes  or  fragments  of 
tribes,  of  Texian  Indians,  and  some  that  once  lived 
on  the  United  States  territory.  The  inhabitants  of 
Texas,  rejoicing  at  the  countenance  of  our  troops 
to  their  cause,  (and  perhaps  pleased  with  their  ex- 
penditures), are  highly  interested  in  their  presence, 
and,  with  great  policy,  raise  or  spread  rumors  and 
reports  of  these  threatened  attacks,  &c.  being  aware, 
perhaps,  that  such  monstrous  propositions  as  the 
following  would  be  seriously  listened  to  in  the  pro- 
per quarter,  and  promote  their  views,  to  wit:  That 
these  scattered  bands  of  Indians,  set  on  by  Mexi- 
cans, (not  one  of  whom  now'  treads  the  soil  ol 
Texas),  conspired  the  immediate  destruction  of 
Nacogdoches,  in  the  presence  of  two  regiments  of 
regulars,  their  protectors!  the  same  Indians  who, 
before  their  arrival,  when  Santa  Ana,  flushed  with 
victory,  penetrated  the  heart  of  Texas,  and  the  few 
citizens  ofNacogdoches  present  were  panic  stricken, 
remained  quiet  as  lambs! 

These  details  may  not  prove  so  interesting  as 
circumstances  made  them  to  me.  Suffice  it,  that 


our  army  has  taken  a part  of  much  importance  in 
this  war;  that  now,  while  all  is  peace  in  Texas, 
and  they  are  engaged  organizing  a civil  govern- 
ment, our  troops  have  been  stationed  more  than  a 
month  among  tnem,  and  their  w’inter  supplies  have 
been  sent  for  400  miles  to  Fort  Gibson,  wnere  their 
presence  is  so  much  needed;  that  general  Gaines  is 
embodying  on  the  frontier  large  bodies  of  militia, 
who,  he  tells  governor  Carroll,  (see  his  published 
letter),  may  calculate  on  a “ comfortable  as  well  as 
profitable  tour  of  service,”  and,  having  learned  their 
tactics,  “would  then,  when  added  to  the  regular 
forces,  under  any  probable  change  of  circumstances, 
afford  complete  protection. 


MILITARY  CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  governor  of  the  state  of  Tennessee  has 
caused  to  be  published  in  the  Nashville  papers  the 
following  letter  from  general  Gaines: 

Head  quarters,  western  department, 
Camp  Sabine,  Aug.  28,  1836. 

Sir:  I had  the  honor  to  receive  by  the  last  mail 
your  excellency’s  letter  of  the  8th  of  this  month, 
advising  me  of  the  suspension,  by  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  movement  of  the  regi- 
ment of  mounted  gunmen,  which  you  did  me  the 
favor  a few  days  previously  to  notify  me  were 
about  to  assemble  at  Jackson  preparatory  to  their 
march  to  this  frontier. 

I deeply  regret  the  trouble  and  disappointment  to 
the  brave  and  patriotic  volunteers,  and  more  espe- 
cially the  embarrassment  to  yourself  individually, 
which  my  requisition  has  occasioned. 

Ilow'ever  much  I may  have  erred  in  the  hope  and 
opinion  which  1 entertained  and  expressed  in  my 
letters  of  the  28tli  of  April  and  10th  of  May  last, 
that  this  frontier  was  no  longer  in  danger  of  being 
attacked  or  again  menaced  by  a formidable  savage 
foe,  I have  the  satisfaction  to  find  that  no  great 
evil  or  injury  to  the  service  has  as  yet  resulted 
from  the  error — an  error  into  which  the  wisest  and 
best  of  our  statesmen  appear  to  have  fallen — and 
from  the  same  causes  which  had  operated  upon 
my  mind  and  misled  me,  namely,  the  apparent 
prospect  of  a speedy  termination  of  the  tear  between 
the  Mexicans  and  Texians.  I cannot,  however,  ad- 
mit that  I have  erred  in  requesting  of  your  excel- 
lency the  regiment  of  mounted  gunmen  iri  ques- 
tion. 

I have,  during  the  last  and  present  month,  been 
strongly  impressed  with  the  belief  that  the  whole 
of  this  frontier  would  be  involved  in  an  Indian  war 
as  soon  as  the  threatened  hostilities  between  our 
blood-thirsty  neighbors  of  the  west  should  be  renew- 
ed. 

When  I learned  from  the  secretary  of  war  that 
the  president  of  the  United  States  approved  my 
views,  reported  to  him  in  March  and  April  last,  to 
assemble  upon  this  frontier  an  effective  force  of 
mounted  men,  equal  to  that  of  either  of  the  bellige- 
rents— a force  that  would  enable  me  to  speak  to 
both  in  a language  they  could  not  fail  to  hear  and 
to  heed;  and  when  at  the  same  time  I found  my- 
self expressly  instructed  by  a letter  from  the  de- 
partment of  war,  dated  May  4,  3836 — (of  which  a 
copy  is  annexed,  No.  1.) — that  the  president  will 
sanction  the  employment  of  whatever  force  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  protect  the  western  frontier  of  the  United 
States  from  hostile  incursions ; and  that  the  depart- 
ment of  war  had  addressed  the  governors  of  the 
states  of  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Tennessee,  Ken- 
tucky and  Alabama,  requesting  them  to  call  into  the 
service  such  militia  force  as  I may  find  necessary  in 
carrying  into  effect  the  instructions  heretofore  given 
to  me,  adding,  “the  theatre  of  operations  is  so  dis- 
tant from  the  scat  of  government  that  much  must 
be  trusted  to  your  discretion!”  “The  two  great 
objects  you  have  to  attain  are,  first,  the  protection 
of  the  frontiers,  and,  secondly,  as  strict  a perform- 
ance of  the  neutral  duties  of  the  United  States  as 
the  great  object  of  self-defence  will  permit;”  and 
when  to  this  is  added  the  secretary’s  letter  to  you 
of  the  same  date,  of  which  the  following  is  an  ex- 
tract: “I  am  instructed  by  the  president  to  request 
your  excellency  to  call  into  the  service  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  the  number  of  militia  which  have  been  or 
may  be  required  by  general  Gaines,”  there  can  be 
no  ground  to  doubt  that  I w'as  fully  authorised  to 
request  of  you  the  regiment  in  question. 

That  from  4,000  to  10,000  Indian  warriors  will 
be  employed  against  the  inhabitants  of  the  disputed 
territory,  as  soon  as  the  theatre  of  the  wmr  between 
Mexico  and  Texas  is  extended  to  the  left  bank  of 
the  Brassos,  I have  no  doubt;  unless,  indeed,  the 
prospect  of  our  having  on  this  frontier  sufficient 
mounted  force  to  repel  the  invasion  of  the  disputed 
territory,  and  afford  to  the  defenceless  inhabitants 
that  protection  which  we  have  promised  to  afford 
them. 

I am  more  than  willing  to  risk  mvse’f  with 
1,600  men  for  the  protection  of  a thinly  settled 
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frontier  of  400  miles  in  extent;  but  with  full  au- 
thority from  the  department  of  war  to  call  for  what- 
ever force  I maydeem  necessary  and  proper  for  the 
purpose,  I am  not  willing  to  have  less  force  than  I 
nave  called;  for,  without  a force  of  7,000  men  held 
read y for  action  upon  this  frontier,  the  Indians  can 
in  one  month  destroy  nine-tenths  of  the  inhabitants 
within  the  disputed  territory,  with  a great  part  of 
the  adjacent  settlements,  including  those  upon  the 
Red  river  from  Alexandria  to  Fort  Towson,  em- 
bracing a large  portion  of  the  original  inhabitants 
when  ceded  to  the  United  States,  with  the  finest 
cotton-growing  section  of  the  United  States,  whose 
annual  crop  has  already  amounted  to  millions  of 
dollars. 

If  it  be  true  tnat  the  Indians  have  determined  to 
commence  hostilities  as  soon  aS  the  Mexicans  ap- 
proach the  settlements  east  of  the  Brassos,  (and 
that  this  is  their  settled  plan  I have  not  a doubt), 
then  it  must  be  evident  that  we  cannot  obtain  from 
Tennessee,  or  from  any  of  the  central  or  western 
states,  sufficient  force  to  prevent  the  apprehended 
depredations,  as  they  may  be  to  a great  extent  per- 
petrated whilst  the  requisitions  for  force  are  on  the 
route  to  the  states  authorised  to  furnish  it.  With 
this  impression,  I cannot  but  consider  our  promise 
of  protection  to  this  frontier  wholly  unsubstantial, 
and  calculated  to  excite  hopes  and  expectations 
which  we  shall  not  have  the  sure  means  of  fulfil- 
ling. I cannot  willingly  be  instrumental  in  produc- 
ing on  this  border  scenes  such  as  have  occurred  in 
East  Florida— -a  frontier  ravaged  and  desolated  be- 
fore troops  for  its  protection  have  been  marched  or 
authorised  to  march  from  their  homes. 

In  my  letter  to  the  secretary  of  war  of  the  7th  of 
June,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  his  letters  of 
the  25th  of  April  and  4th  of  May,  I concluded  as 
follows:  “Although  I have  upon  the  whole  of  this 
frontier  about  1,600  regular  troops,  mostly  infantry, 
yet  it  will  be  recollected  that  this  force  has  to  guard 
an  extent  of  400  miles  of  frontier,  unsupported  by 
any  other  than  very  sparse  settlements;  and  that 
the  chivalry  of  Mexico  may  be  expected  soon  to 
fly  to  the  rescue  of  their  president,  and  reinstate 
his  red  allies,  and  inspire  them  with  a spirit  of  re- 
venge against  their  white  neighbors  recently  screen- 
ed from  their  barbarism.  Under  those  impressions, 

I have  deemed  it  proper  to  request  governor  Can- 
non to  authorise  the  brigade  of  Tennessee  volun- 
teers, enrolled  under  his  proclamation  of  the  28th  of 
April  last,  to  calculate  on  the  probability  of  another 
call  at  this  place,  and  that,  should  I have  occasion 
for  volunteers,  as  I apprehend  I shall,  those  enroll- 
ed shall  have  a preference  to  all  others.”  In  an- 
swer to  which  I received,  on  the  3d  instant,  a letter 
from  the  secretary  of  war,  dated  the  11th  of  July, 
(of  which  I annex  a copy,  No.  2),  in  which  you 
will  perceive  no  expression  disapproving  my  pur- 
pose to  call  for  a brigade  of  Tennessee  volunteers. 
The  secretary,  however,  expressly  authorises  me  to 
call  on  the  executives  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas 
for  one  thousand  men  each.  But  this  authority  did 
not  reach  me  until  the  3d  of  this  month,  when  I 
had  reason  to  believe  the  regiment  of  mounted  gun- 
men, requested  of  you,  had  been  raised,  and  would 
be  here  before  I could  have  suspended  their  move- 
ment, if  indeed  I had  deemed  it  proper  so  to  do. — 
This,  however,  did  not  appear  to  me  proper;  on 
the  contrary,  I deemed  it  necessary  to  request  of 
the  governors  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas  the  two 
thousand  men  authorised  as  additional  force,  for  rea- 
sons set  forth  in  my  letter  to  gen.  Arbuclde,  (of 
which  I annex  a copy  No.  3).  Of  these  measures 
the  war  department  has  been  regularly  advised. 

Some  of  our  fashionable  party  leaders,  editors  and 
others,  seem  very  much  shocked  at  my  preparatory 
measures  to  cross  a little  muddy  branch  of  the  Sa- 
bine bay  (which  branch  some  are  pleased  to  call  the 
Sabine,  whilst  others  of  more  literary  pretension 
call  it  the  Rubicon),  to  hold  the  savages  in  check, 
merely  because  some  few  white  men  have  been  kill- 
ed by  them,  and  some  women  and  children,  the 
wives  of  the  slain,  have  been  taken  prisoners  and 
carried  off, to  the  bosom  of  the  wilderness! 

In  reply  to  such  silly  effusions  of  the  selfish 
slaves  of  party,  I need  only  remark  that  in  decid- 
ing upon  the  course  of  measures  proper  for  me  to 
pursue,  in  reference  to  the  outrages  committed  by 
the  Indians  near  me,  I think  it  ray  duty  to  consider 
the  poorest  frontier  family  menaced  with  the  Indian 
scalping  knife  as  entitled  to  the  same  attention,  and 
the  same  vigilant  measures  of  protection,  as  the 
most  fashionable  of  our  interior  citizens.  If  I were 
capable  of  making  ail  invidious  distinction  in  such 
a case,  between  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  lordly 
politician  and  the  humble  pioneer,  and  of  taking 
more  or  less  care  of  the  one  than  of  the  other,  I 
should  thereby  prove  myself  to  be  wholly  unwor- 
thy of  the  trust  reposed  in  me. 

But  [ am  exultingly  reminded  bv  some,  that  the 
people  killed,  and  those  menaced  by  the  Indians, 


are  not  citizens  of  the  United  States.  I reply  thal 
most  of  them  are  citizens  of  the  United  States; 
and  that  whenever  the  national  boundary  line  is  es- 
tablished in  the  manner  provided  for  by  treaty,  ma- 
ny, if  not  all  of  those  who  find  themselves  left  upon 
the  Mexican  side  of  the  line  will  return  to  our  own 
beloved  country.  But,  until  then,  we  must  protect 
them  from  savage  massacre. 

Since  I sat  down  to  write  this  letter  an  express 
has  arrived,  with  a positive  declaration  that  he  had 
seen  and  conversed  with  a Mexican  officer  at  an 
Indian  village,  forty  miles  to  the  north  west  of  Na- 
cogdoches, who  was  understood  by  the  Indians  to 
be  engaged  in  setting  on  foot  an  expedition  against 
Nacogdoches.  This  I believe  to  be  time,  because 
it  is  in  accordance  with  the  previous  statements  of 
several  persons  who  are  entitled  to  credit. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
ob’t  serv’t,  EDMUND  P.  GAINES, 

Major  general  commanding. 

His  exe’y,  N.  Cannon,  gov.  of  Tennessee,  Nashville. 

THE  GREAT  RAIL  ROAD. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Calhoun  on  the  Charleston, 
Louisville,  Lexington  and  Cincinnati  rail  road. 

Fort  Hill,  Sept.  22 d,  1836. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Pendleton  Messenger: 

Dear  sir:  Believing  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every 
citizen  to  lay  before  the  public  such  facts  as  may 
come  to  his  knowledge,  and  which  may  contribute 
to  the  selection  of  the  route  for  the  contemplated 
rail  road  from  Charleston  to  Louisville,  Lexington 
and  Cincinnati,  I have  selected  the  Messenger  as  the 
medium  of  communicating  some  information  that 
may  not  be  unimportant,  which  I acquired  in  a re- 
cent visit,  in  company  with  colonel  Gadsden,  to  the 
portion  of  the  Alleghany  chain  lying  along  the 
head  waters  of  the  Keowee  river. 

Concluding,  as  well  from  what  I heard  as  from 
the  peculiar  formation  of  the  mountains  in  that 
quarter,  that  there  was  a favorable  prospect  of  a 
gap,  I determined  to  visit  the  region  personally,  in 
order  to  ascertain  how  far  my  impression  might  be 
correct.  Knowing,  from  a conversation  with  colonel 
Gadsden  last  fall,  that  he  had  similar  impressions,  I 
requested  him  by  letter  to  join  me,  if  his  duties  and 
convenience  would  permit,  with  which  he  readily 
complied,  as  well  to  test  the  truth  of  his  own,  as  my 
impression.  Mr.  W.  Sloan,  my  neighbor,  at  my  re- 
quest, accompanied  us;  and  we  were  joined  near 
the  mountains  by  Mr.  James  McKinney,  whose 
thorough  knowledge  of  that  section  of  the  moun- 
tains was  of  the  greatest  service.  We  commenced 
our  examination  near  his  residence,  and  extended 
it  to  the  gap  in  the  mountain,  in  which  the  White 
Water,  one  of  the  western  branches  of  the  Keowee, 
takes  its  source,  and  thence  down  the  Tuckasiege, 
which  rises  on  the  western  side  of  the  same  gap,  to 
where  it  joins  Little  Tennessee;  the  distance  about 
forty-five  miles  by  estimation.  On  our  return,  we 
examined  the  parts  of  the  route  that  required  fur- 
ther attention,  and  extended  the  examination  from 
where  we  first  commenced,  across  the  Keowee  river 
just  below  the  old  fort,  along  the  old  Indian  path, 
to  Mr.  Perry’s.  From  thence  to  where  the  route 
would  strike  the  dividing  ridge  between  the  waters 
of  Saluda  and  Savannah,  about  eight  or  ten  miles 
below  Pickensville,  there  can  be  no  difficulty,  as 
there  can  be  none  from  that  point  to  Charleston. 

Our  entire  examination,  then,  extends  from  Mr. 
Perry’s  to  the  mouth  of  the  Tuckasiege;  a line  of 
about  eighty-four  miles,  to  which  we  devoted  eight 
days  of  incessant  labor,  examining  on  foot  the  most 
difficult  and  inaccessible  points.  The  result  was 
satisfactory  beyond  expectation.  I can  only  speak 
for  myself.  Colonel  Gadsden  will  of  course  reserve 
his  opinion  till  it  is  his  duty  to  speak  officially. 

In  order  to  give  any  thing  like  a satisfactory  view 
of  the  route  over  which  we  passed,  it  will  be  ne- 
cessary to  divide  it  into  sections,  and  to  present  the 
facts  connected  with  each  separately.  The  first 
section,  proceeding  west,  extends  from  Mr.  Perry’s 
to  the  point  near  Mr.  McKinney’s  at  which  we 
commenced  our  examination  on  our  way  out.  11s 
length  is  about  ten  miles.  It  is  cut  by  the  Keowee 
river,  which,  as  its  banks  are  high  in  places,  and 
the  river  small,  may  be  passed  at  a great  elevation 
and  moderate  cost.  The  rise  towards  the  moun- 
tain, from  the. commencement  to  the  termination  of 
the  section,  can  bo  conveniently  overcome  by  gra- 
dually ascending  the  eastern  slope  of  the  river 
ridge,  till  it  strikes  some  convenient  point  for  cross- 
ing, and  then  ascending  in  like  manner  to  the  point 
where  the  section  terminates,  on  the  summit  of  the 
dividing  ridge  between  Little  river  and  Keowee. 
The  ris",  it  is  believed,  will  not  any  where  exceed 
25  feet  in  the  mile.  The  next  section  extends  from 
the  point  where  the  last  terminated  to  the  top  of 
the  Alleghany.  It  terminates  just  at  the  point 
where  the  Chatuga  mountain  joins  Ihe  Alleghany. 
At  tlu3  point  the  White  Water,  one  of  the  branches 


of  the  Keowee,  which  rises  on  the  summit  of  the 
mountain,  (a  stream  about  the  size  of  the  Eighteen 
Mile),  after  cutting  down  and  turning  the  Cnatuga 
j mountain,  leaps  from  the  top  of  the  Alleghany  in 
I two  perpendicular  falls  near  to  each  other,  about 
15  or  50  feet,  and  then  continues  its  rapid  descent 
to  the  valley  below.  The  length  of  the  section  is 
about  29  miles;  and,  from  the  best  information  we 
can  obtain,  the  elevation  to  be  overcome  will  not 
exceed  30  feet  to  the  mile.  The  line  of  ascent  may 
be  conveniently  lengthened  or  shortened  to  any 
considerable  extent,  to  suit  the  grading,  so  as  to  di- 
minish the  rise  probably  below  what  I have  esti- 
timated;  or  if  it  should  be  thought  advisable  to  re- 
duce it  to  the  lowest  rate,  it  may  be  effected  with 
little  expense  or  delay,  and  without  a stationary  en- 
gine, by  using  the  power  which  the  waters  of  the 
White  Water" afford,  which  is  more  than  sufficient 
to  elevate  the  heaviest  train. 

The  next  section  is  on  the  top  of  the  Alleghany, 
and  extends  from  the  termination  of  the  last,  where 
the  White  Water  leaps  from  the  top  of  the  moun- 
tain to  the  east,  to  the  point  where  the  Tuckasiege 
makes  a similar  leap  to  the  west.  The  length  of 
the  line  is  about  16  or  17  miles.  It  passes  through 
two  valleys  of  nearly  equal  length  and  extent,  di- 
vided by  a low  narrow  ridge  of  about  150  feet  high. 
The  two  valleys  are  nearly  on  the  same  level.  The 
one  on  the  east  of  the  ridge  is  called  Cashier’s,  and 
that  on  the  west  Yellow  valley,  from  the  brownish 
yellow  which  the  decayed  fern  gives  to  it.  The 
eastern  extends  from  southeast  to  northwest,  from 
the  fall  of  the  White  Water  where  the  valley  opens, 
about  8 miles;  and  from  north  east  to  southwest, 
from  the  Chimney  Top  to  the  White  Side  moun- 
tains, two  elevated  peaks,  rising  a thousand  feet  or 
more  above  the  valley.  The  White  Water  collects 
its  waters  in  the  eastern,  and  the  Tuckasiege  in  the 
western  valley.  The  sources  of  both  are  on  the 
top  of  the  low  ridge  that  separates  them,  and  but  a 
few  feet  apart.  The  two  valleys  form  the  gap, 
which  we  named  the  Carolina  gap,  to  distinguish  it 
from  the  Rabun  or  Georgia  gap,  which  is  35  or  40 
miles  to  the  south  west  of  it. 

The  low  ridge,  or  the  crest  of  the  Alleghany,  as 
it  may  he  called,  that  separates  the  valleys,  may  be 
easily  passed  at  a low  angle,  by  gradually  ascend- 
ing on  the  slopes  on  the  south  west  side  of  Cashier’s 
to"  its  summit,  and  descending  in  like  manner  oil 
the  opposite  side,  or  the  south  western  slope  of  the 
Yellow  valley;  hut  it  would  be  both  shorter  and 
cheaper  in  the  long  run,  to  pierce  the  ridge  with  a 
tunnel,  which  would  not  exceed  200  yards,  and 
which  would  give  a beautiful  run,  nearly  level,  for 
16  miles  on  the  summit  of  the  Alleghanv,  from  fall 
to  fall. 

The  next  section  extends  from  the  termination 
of  the  last,  at  the  head  of  the  falls  of  the  Tucka- 
siege, to  some  point  down  the  river  sufficiently  dis- 
tant to  afford  a gradual  descent  along  the  sides  of 
the  mountains  through  which  it. flows. 

We  examined  this  section  carefully  down  the 
whole  extent  of  the  fall.  The  sight  is  beautiful. 
The  volume  of  water  is  greater  than  that  of  the 
White  Water.  The  falls  consist  of  four  perpendi- 
cular leaps  in  the  space  of  about  a mile.  The  first 
was  estimated  at  50  feet,  and  the  last  at  70  or  SO. — 
The  slope  of  the  mountain  on  the  west  side  of  the 
stream  was  very  favorable  for  grading,  as  far  down 
as  our  examination  extended,  and  we  were  inform- 
ed that  it  continued  equally  favorable  all  the  way 
down. 

The  elevation  of  (he  fall  may  be  overcome  by  a 
rise  from  below,  certainly  not  greater  than  that  to 
the  top  of  the  Alleghany,  which  I stated  at  30  feet 
to  the  mile;  or  it  may  be  turned,  as  we  are  inform- 
ed, by  passing  up  Shoal  creek,  which  enters  the 
Tuckasiege  on  the  east  side,  below  the  falls  a stream 
of  considerable  size,  and  which,  according  to  our 
information,  rises  in  the  Alleghany  near  the  eastern 
sources  of  the  Tuckasiege,  at  a point  where  there 
would  he  no  difficulty  to  pass  from  the  one  to  the 
other,  and,  passing  around  the  ridge  that  limits  the 
Yellow  valley  on  the  east,  descends  with  a rapid 
current,  but  without  a leap,  to  where  it  joins  the 
Tuckasiege.  But,  if  a grading  of  still  more  gradual 
rise  than  could  be  effected  by  either  of  the  routes 
should  be  thought  advisable,  here,  as  well  as  on  the 
eastern  slope  of  the  Alleghany,  there  is  the  same 
cheap  power  to  raise  or  let  down  gently  the  heavi- 
est train. 

The  next  and  last  section  extends  from  the  ter- 
mination of  the  last  to  the  mouth  of  Tuckasiege. — 
It  is  difficult  to  imagine  a pass  through  a mountain 
region  finer  than  this  section.  The  river  is  remark- 
ably straight,  and  free  from  all  sudden  turns.  The 
road  would  pass  along  its  east  side  two-thirds  or 
more  of  the  way,  on  level  ground,  requiring  but 
little  expense  in  grading.  A large  portion  of  the 
residue,  where  the  hills  come  in,  would  be  on  fa- 
vorable slopes  free  from  rocks.  In  the  whole 
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length,  there  were  not  two  hundred  yards  of  rocky 
cliif  to  encounter;  and,  through  the  whole  length, 
no  walling  in  the  river.  We  did  not  extend  our 
examination  farther,  as  the  survey  of  captain  Bache, 
under  the  orders  of  the  war  department,  gives  am- 

Ele  information  in  relation  to  the  Tuckasiege  to  the 
ead  of  steamboat  navigation  on  that  river.  It  is 
sufficient  to  say  that  there  is  no  serious  difficulty 
below. 

Having  now  communicated  briefly  the  informa- 
tion I collected  during  the  examination,  it  will  be 
proper  to  conclude  with  a few  general  remarks  on 
the  entire  route,  in  order  to  bring  its  advantages, 
such  as  they  are,  before  the  public.  The  value  of 
the  gap  must  depend  not  simply  on  the  facility  of 
passing  it,  but  its  position;  and  that  again  on  the 
fact,  wnether  it  be  such  that  a road  through  it 
would  he  calculated  to  effect  the  great  object  in 
view,  to  connect  Charleston  commercially  with  the 
great  region  of  the  west,  and  in  particular,  the 
points  at  which  it  is  proposed  to  terminate  the  road? 
or,  in  other  words,  is  the  direction  of  the  gap  favor- 
able to  this  great  object?  is  the  route  to  and  from  it 
of  easy  approach?  and  is  it  favorable  for  branching 
to  important  points?  I propose  a few  hasty  remarks 
on  these  points. 

The  direction  of  the  gap  from  Charleston  is  near- 
ly north  west;  and  it  a line  be  stretched  from 
Charleston  to  the  gap,  and  continued  in  the  same 
direction,  it  would  strike  the  Mississippi  nearly  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Missouri;  cross  the  Ohio  below 
the  Wabash;  pass  on  the  ridge  between  Green  and 
Cumberland  rivers;  cross  the  latter  a little  above 
Carthage;  pass  the  Cumberland  mountain  at  the 
Crab  Orchard  gap,  which  col.  Long’s  survey  shows 
to  be  practicable;  pass  the  Great  Tennessee  near 
Kingston,  and  extend  along  Tuckasiege  to  the  Ca- 
rolina gap.  On  this  side,  the  line  from  the  gap  to 
Charleston  would  take  the  old  Indian  trading  path 
which  was  used  by  the  Cherokees  west  of  the 
mountain  before  the  revolution,  with  little  deviation 
throughout  its  entire  course;  passing  through  the 
forks  of  the  Edisto,  and  striking  the  Charleston  and 
Hamburg  rail  road  below  Branchville.  The  line 
on  this  side  of  the  gap  would  extend  through  the 
entire  length  of  the  state,  250  miles,  from  south 
east  to  north  west,  and  on  the  other  side  from  the 
gap  west,  if  extended,  would  divide  into  nearly 
equal  parts  the  great  valley  between  the  lakes  and 
the  Rocky  mountain,  through  which  the  waters  of 
the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries  flow. 

As  to  its  approach,  it  will  be  found,  I am  satis- 
fied, very  easy  on  both  sides.  The  approach  from 
Charleston  on  the  east  side  will  be  found  remarka- 
bly so.  There  are  two  routes;  the  direct  one 
through  the  forks  of  the  Edisto,  and  up  the  dividing 
ridge  between  the  forks,  and  thence  along  the 
dividing  ridge  between  Saluda  and  Savannah,  to 
where  the  old  Indian  trail  (to  which  I have  refer- 
red) strikes  that  ridge,  without  crossing  a drop  of 
water  after  passing  the  north  fork  of  the  Edisto  to 
that  point;  the  other,  bearing  to  the  east,  and  keep- 
ing the  main  dividing  ridge  to  the  same  point,  with- 
out crossing  a single  stream,  great  or  small,  for  200 
miles.  This  route,  the  longer  by  a few  miles,  pos- 
sesses many  advantages.  What  I have  already 
said  will  supercede  the  necessity  of  any  remark  on 
the  accessibility  of  the  gap  from  the  point  where 
the  road  would  leave  the  ridge  to  the  gap,  except 
that  it  will  cross  no  other  stream  larger  than  a mo 
derate  sized  creek  but  the  Keowee,  it  being  the 
only  river  on  the  route  throughout  the  entire  length 
of  our  state. 

The  gap  is  no  less  accessible  on  the  western 
side.  In  the  whole  extent  of  the  direct  line  lead- 
ing to  the  heart  of  the  continent,  from  the  summit 
of  the  Alleghany  to  the  Ohio,  the  Tuckasiege,  or, 
perhaps,  Little  Tennessee,  the  Great  Tennessee, 
and  the  Cumberland  would  be  the  only  rivers  to 
cross;  and  in  the  whole  length,  very  few  streams  of 
any  description,  and  no  mountain  or  ridge,  except 
the  Cumberland. 

The  next  point  to  be  considered  is,  whether  the 
line  of  route  is  favorable  for  branching,  and  easy  of 
approach  from  important  points?  A statement  of 
fact  will  best  answer  the  question.  I will  begin 
with  Charleston,  and  assume  that  the  road  will 
take  the  great  dividing  ridge  to  which  I have  fre- 
quently alluded:  keeping  the  ridge  it  would  ap- 
proach within  eight  miles  of  Mulberry  Castle,  on 
Cooper  river,  within  twelve  miles  of  the  mouth 
of  the  Santee  canal,  within  nine  miles  of  Vance’s 
ferry,  where  there  are  bluffs  on  the  Santee  on 
both  sides,  and  where  a branch  could  be  thrown 
out  conveniently  to  Camden  and  Cheraw;  within 
twelve  miles  of  Orangeburg;  within  the  same  dis- 
tance of  Columbia,  through  which  a branch  could 
be  thrown  out,  taking  the  ridge  between  Broad 
river  and  Catawba,  and  passing  through  Winns- 
borough,  Chester,  York,  to  the  North  Carolina  line; 
within  fourteen  of  Edgefield,  twenty-five  of  New- 


bury, five  of  Cambridge,  eleven  of  Abbeville,  nine- 1 
teen  of  Laurens,  eight  of  Anderson,  twenty  of  Green- ' 
ville,  eight  or  ten  of  Pickensville,  seven  of  Pendle- ! 
ton  and  three  of  Pickens. 

On  the  west  of  the  mountain  it  would  strike 
Little  Tennessee  at  the  head  of  steamboat  naviga- 
tion, about  80  miles  from  the  gap,  and  340  from 
Charleston.  The  river  would  of  course  be,  in  ef- 
fect, one  important  branch,  leading  to  all  the  im- 
portant places  on  its  navigable  waters.  At  or  about 
that  point,  the  main  trunk,  or  a branch,  as  may  be 
determined,  would  turn  off  to  Knoxville,  and  one  or 
the  other  to  Kingston,  on  the  Great  Tennessee.  I 
need  not  trace  the  route  from  Knoxville,  as  that  is 
familiar  to  all.  Whichever  would  take  Kingston 
would  pass  up  Emory’s  river  by  the  Crab  Orchard 
gap  over  the  Cumberland  mountain,  and,  striking 
tne  Cumberland  river  near  Carthage,  it  would  con- 
tinue its  route  through  a fine  country,  well  calcu- 
lated for  rail  roads,  and  having  the  advantage  of 
throwing  out  frequent  branches  to  important  points 
at  a short  distance  through  Middle  Tennessee  and 
the  western  parts  of  Kentucky.  One  of  the  most 
im  1 ^ 1 ” 1 ”T  •’ 


iportant  points  would  be  Nashville,  about  60  miles 
below  Carthage  on  the  same  river. 

But  would  the  route  in  an-y  degree  sacrifice  the 
immediate  object  of  the  road,  to  connect  Charles- 
ton with  Louisville,  Lexington  and  Cincinnati? 
That  is  a question  which  I do  not  feel  authorised  to 
decide;  nor  have  I the  means,  if  I did.  It  belongs 
to  others,  whose  duty  it  is  to  decide  it.  My  ob- 
ject is  simply  to  state  facts  and  views,  connected 
with  a particular  route,  of  which  I happened  to 
have  some  knowledge,  and  not  to  condemn  or  dis- 
parage any  other  route;  to  enlarge  the  field  of  se- 
lection so  that  the  best  possible  should  be  selected. 
As  favorably  as  I think  of  this,  I shall  heartily  re- 
joice if  a better  can  be  found;  one  shorter,  capable 
of  more  graduation  and  cheaper  construction,  or 
better  calculated  to  effect  the  great  object  in  view, 
which  must  be  so  dear  to  every  friend  of  his  coun- 
try. Without  intending  comparison,  I will  simply 
give  what  I believe  to  be  about  the  distance  by  the 
route  to  three  important  points  with  which  it  is  in- 
tended to  connect  Charleston  by  the  road.  Sup- 
posing the  road  takes  a course  across  the  Curaber- 
and  mountain  by  Emory’s  river,  the  distance  to 
Cincinnati  from  Charleston  would  be  about  635,  to 
Lexington  565,  and  to  Louisville  595;  but  what 
would  be  of  great  importance,  there  would  be  a 
common  track  to  the  three  places  of  about  525  miles, 
and  a common  track  from  Lexington  and  Cincin- 
nati of  about  40  miles  made,  and,  what  would  be 
still  more  so,  there  would  a common  track  to  Nash- 
ville and  all  the  intermediate  places  between  it  and 
Cincinnati  of  about  415  miles. 

I have  now  stated  the  information  I possess,  and 
the  views  I entertain  in  relation  to  the  route  in 
question,  in  a very  hasty  and  imperfect  man- 
ner. My  object  is  to  draw  public  attention  to  it, 
and  to  have  its  advantages  or  disadvantages  test- 
ed in  a more  satisfactory  manner.  I have  not  de- 
sired to  under-estimate  the  difficulties,  whatever 
they  may  be;  but  no  one  can  be  more  conscious 
than  I am  how  difficult  it  is  to  form  a correct  opi- 
nion of  a route  by  the  eye,  particularly  through  a 
mountain  region,  or  any  other  mode,  without  an 
actual  survey,  which  I doubt  not  will  be  ordered 
if  such  should  be  the  desire  of  this  section  of  the 
state. 

It  may  be  asked  how  it  can  be  explained  that  a 
route,  which,  on  the  examination  I have  given  it, 
appears  to  possess  so  many  advantages,  has  attract- 
ed. heretofore,  so  little  attention. 

The  only  reason  that  I can  assign  is,  that  the  gap 
leads  to  a portion  of  North  Carolina  little  known, 
and  which  has  but  lately  been  acquired  from  the 
Indians,  and  between  the  two  established  routes  by 
Asheville  and  Rabun,  through  one  or  the  other  of 
which  most  persons  going  to  the  west  pass.  But 
it  was  not  so  obscure  as  not  to  be  known  by  the 
neighborhood,  and  to  attract  the  attention  of  those 
whose  duty  it  was  to  explore  the  mountains,  in 
order  to  find  the  best  pass  over  it..  General  Hayne, 
whose  devotion  to  the  great  undertaking  is  so  well 
known,  undertook  to  examine  the  gap,  but  unfortu- 
nately his  guide  was  not  sufficiently  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  section  of  the  mountains,  to  which  so 
many  ridges  converge,  and  which  on  that  ac- 
count is  so  intricate,  as  to  conduct  him  through  the 
proper  route.  I was  not  at  all  surprised,  w’hen  I 
looked  at  the  route  through  which,  I was  told,  he  was 
tak.cn,  that  he  should  have  condemned  it  as  utterly 
impracticable.  He  could  not  do  otherwise.  Learn- 
ing that  he  was  probably  misconducted,  and  hav- 
ing a strong  previous  impression  of  the  existence 
of  a gap  in  that  quarter  worthy  of  attention,  induc- 
ed me,  as  I have  stated,  to  undertake  the  examina- 
tion, of  which  I now  communicate  the  result. 

With  great  respect,  I am,  kc. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 


POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

A great  public  entertainment  was  lately  given  in 
Orange  county,  North  Carolina,  complimentary  to 
senator  Mangum  and  general  Dudley,  (the  go- 
vernor elect  of  the  state),  which  appears  to  have 
been  “a  feast  of  reason  and  a flow  of  soul.”  The 
papers  contain  a full  account  of  it,  which  we  have 
not  room  to  copy  entire.  But  we  cannot  resist  the 
pleasure  of  copying  from  it  into  our  columns  the 
following  correspondence,  equally  honorable  to  the 
givers  and  the  receivers  of  the  compliment  intend- 
ed by  the  invitation  of  senator  Leigh,  of  Virginia, 
to  the  festival.  [Nat.  Int. 

Hillsborough,  Aug.  30,  1836. 
Hon.  Benjamin  W.  Leigh: 

Sir:  The  public  papers  will  have  informed  you 
of  the  signal  victory  obtained  by  the  whigs  of  this 
state  in  the  election  of  general  Dudley  to  the  exe- 
cutive chair.  This  victory  is  the  more  important, 
as  it  insures  the  triumph  of  the  AVhite  ticket  in 
November  next.  To  you,  sir,  together  with  the 
other  master  spirits  who,  at  Washington,  during  the 
last  winter,  so  nobly  and  fearlessly  sustained  the 
constitution  of  our  common  country,  this  state  of 
things  is  mainly  to  be  attributed.  The  people  can 
but  wish  their  own  happiness,  and  when  they  err 
in  the  means  to  which  they  resort,  it  is  for  the  want 
of  correct  information.  Let  truth  be  disseminated 
with  the  same  persevering  zeal  that  the  propaga- 
tors of  error  employ,  and  in  process  of  time  it 
must  and  will  prevail.  The  old  north  state  has 
struck  a brave  blow.  It  was  sufficient  for  her  citi- 
zens to  know  that  the  institutions  of  their  country 
are  endangered,  to  rally  them  to  the  rescue.  Among 
those  to  whom  they  consider  themselves  most  in- 
debted, no  name  stands  higher  than  that  of  Benja- 
min Watkins  Leigh.  It  is  one  which  has  become 
familiar  to  us  in  our  social  and  domestic  circle;  and 
must  descend  to  our  children,  as  belonging  to  the 
history  of  our  country.  This  victory,  so  auspicious 
to  the  best  hopes  of  the  country,  a’  portion  of  the 
whig  citizens  of  Orange  county  have  determined 
to  celebrate  by  a barbecue  to  be  given  on  the  17th 
day  of  September,  in  the  neighborhood  of  this  place. 
We  have  thought  that  it  would  not  be  unpleasant 
to  you  to  mingle  with  this  portion  of  your  fellow 
citizens.  To  see  you  among  us  on  so  joyous  an 
occasion,  would  give  an  additional  interest  to  the 
scene.  May  we  hope,  sir,  that  you  will  gratify  us 
by  furnishing  us  with  an  opportunity  of  personally 
expressing  to  you,  not  only  our  admiration  of  your 
public  life,  but  our  esteem  for  the  virtues  of  the 


private  citizen. 


CADWALLADER  JONES, 
WILLIAM  HOLT, 

And  others,  committee,  §c. 


Richmond,  September  10,  1836. 

Gentlemen:  I have  to  acknowledge  your  letter 
of  the  30th  ultimo,  inviting  me  to  attend  the  pro- 
posed celebration  on  the  17th  instant,  near  Hills- 
borough, of  the  signal  victory  of  the  whigs  of 
North  Carolina,  in  the  election  of  general  Dudley 
to  the  chief  magistracy  of  the  state.  You  need 
not  be  assured  of  my  entire  and  hearty  concur- 
rence in  the  principles  and  sentiments  you  en- 
tertain. I rejoice  in  your  success,  and  estimate 
most  highly  the  advantages  which  that  success  has 
achieved,  and  the  happy  presage  it  affords  of  yet 
further  advantages  to  the  cause  of  the  constitution. 

I trust  in  heaven  that  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  approaching  presidential  election, 
will  teach  all  aspirants  to  the  presidency  in  time  to 
come,  that  sycophancy  to  the  president  in  office  is 
not  the  true  road  to  the  succession;  and  convince 
the  president,  for  an  example  and  a warning  to  his 
successors,  that  his  open  and  zealous  exertions  in 
behalf  of  his  favorite  candidate,  though  backed  by 
all  the  influence  of  executive  patronage,  give  no  title 
to  the  confidence  and  suffrage  of  the  people;  and 
that  his  public  denunciations  of  all  other  competi- 
tors ais  his  enemies,  merely  because  their  fellow 
citizens  think  proper  to  put  them  in  competition 
with  his  favorite,  are  impotent  to  take  away  from 
them  the  confidence  and  approbation  of  their  coun- 
try, which  they  have  earned  by  public  service  and 
tried  political  and  private  virtue. 

I religiously  believe  that  the  continuance  of  our 
free  institutions  in  their  purity  depends  on  the  re- 
sult. If  president  Jackson’s  daring  interference  in 
the  election  of  his  successor  shall  not  be  rebuked 
by  the  general  voice  of  the  nation — if  his  open  and 
(in  my  sense  of  things)  indecent  efforts  in  favor  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren  shall  be  crowned  with  success,  we 
shall  soon  see  the  successor  ( Caesar)  installed  during 
the  reign  of  his  imperial  predecessor.  The  remark 
you  make  is  just,  that“let  truth  be  disseminated  with 
the  same  persevering  zeal  that  the  propagators  of 
error  employ,  and  in  process  of  time  it  must" and  will 
prevail.”  This  is  a fundamental  principle  of  re- 
publican government.  I should  be  most  happy  to 
manifest  my  zeal  for  truth  and  for  the  constitution 
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by  attending  your  celebration:  I should  be  happy, 
too,  in  making  personal  acquaintance  with  many  of 
my  fellow  citizens  of  North  Carolina,  whom  I 
know  as  yet  only  by  name  and  reputation.  But 
indispensable  duties  interfere,  and  compel  me,  most 
reluctantly,  to  decline  the  invitation  you  have  given 
me. 

I pray  you  to  be  assured,  gentlemen,  of  my  grate- 
ful sense  of  the  personal  kindness  towards  me  ma- 
nifested in  your  letter,  and  of  the  pride  I feel  in 
your  good  opinion.  I am,  with  all  respect,  your 
obedient  servant,  B.  W.  LEIGH. 

Messrs.  Cadwallader  Jones , <§■  others,  Hillsborough , 


THE  ROTHSCHILDS. 

From  McGregor's  new  work  “ My  'Note  Book." 

At  the  commencement  of  the  wars  of  the  French 
revolution,  their  father  Moses  Rothschild  ( Anglice 
Redshield),  was  a small  banker  or  moneylender, 
living  in  an  obscure  part  of  Frankfort.  He  had  es- 
tablished a character  for  strict  probity,  and  would 
no  doubt  have  amassed  a large  fortune,  and  have 
enriched  his  family,  although  events  had  never  so 
eminently  served  him. 

His  eldest  son,  Nathan  Meyer,  whom  he  sent  to 
England,  commenced  business  in  Manchester,  part- 
ly as  a small  manufacturer,  but  chiefly  as  a broker 
or  commission  agent  in  the  way  of  purchasing  the 
fabrics  of  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  and  shipping 
them  for  Frankfort  to  supply  the  German  market. 
This  was  a thriving  business  enough,  until  the  ce- 
lebrated Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  crushed  it  and 
the  trade  of  Frankfort  at  the  same  time.  Another 
son,  Solomon,  was  sent  to  Paris,  where  he  com- 
menced business  as  a money-lender  and  negotiant. 
The  third  son  remained  at  home  with  his  father. 

When  the  French  armies  crossed  the  Rhine,  most 
of  the  German  princes  were  driven  from  their  ter- 
ritories— among  others  the  sovereign  of  Hesse- 
Cassel,  who  carried  his  jewels  and  money  hastily 
with  him  to  Frankfort,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  de- 
posite  them  where  they  would  be  most  likely  to 
escape  the  French.  The  reputable  character  of 
the  humble  Jew,  Moses  Rothschild,  induced  the 
prince  to  call  upon  him  for  the  purpose  of  deposit- 
ing with  him  his  treasure,  in  value  some  millions 
of  thalers.  Rothschild  at  first  refused  accepting  so 
dangerous  a responsibility,  for  the  French  Loops 
were  advancing  fast  on  the  city.  The  prince,  who 
would  not  even  take  a receipt  for  them,  at  last 
urged  Moses  to  take  charge  of  the  money  and  jew- 
els; and  the  French  army  was  actually  entering 
Frankfort  at  the  moment  when  Rothschild  succeed- 
ed in  burying  the  prince’s  treasure  in  a corner  of 
his  little  garden. 

His  own  property,  which  in  goods  and  money 
was  worth  about  40,000  thalers,  he  did  not  hide, 
well  knowing  that  if  he  did  so,  a strict  search 
would  be  made,  and  that  not  only  his  own,  but  the 
prince’s  hoard,  would  be  discovered  and  plundered. 

The  republicans,  who,  like  the  Philistines  of  old, 
fell  upon  Rothschild,  left  him  not  one  thaler’s  value 
of  his  own  money  or  property.  In  truth,  he  was 
like  all  the  other  Jews  and  citizens,  reduced  to  utter 
poverty — but  the  prince’s  treasure  was  safe;  and 
some  "time  after  the  French  army  marched  out 
from  Frankfort,  Rothschild  commenced  again  in  a 
small  way  as  a banker,  increasing  his  business  cau- 
tiously, by  means  of  the  prince’s  money,  until  the 
year  i302,  when  the  latter  returned  to  Frankfort  on 
nis  way  to  Cassel. 

He  had  heard  and  read  in  the  gazettes  that  the 
French  had  despoiled  Rothschild  of  every  thing  he 
possessed,  and,  consequently,  he  considered  that 
nis  own  must  have  inevitably  gone.  He,  however, 
called,  without  any  hope,  on  the  honest  Jew,  and 
when  he  asked  Moses  “if  the  robbers  took  all?” — 
great  was  his  joy  when  the  latter  replied  “not  one 
kreutzer;  I have  all  the  jewels,  which  I secured, 
untouched,  in  a strong  chest;  and  the  money  I have 
also,  with  five  per  cent,  besides,  for  your  highness, 
from  the  day  that  you  put  your  confidence  in  the 
Jew',  Moses  Rothschild.’”  He  then  related  the 
whole  story,  and  several  anecdotes  about  the  in- 
genuity of  the  sans  culottes. 

“As  I was  left  without  a kreutzer  of  mine  own,” 
continued  he,  “and  so  much  good  money  of  your 
highness’s  here,  and  doing  no  profit;  and  as  I could 
get  high  interest  for  it  from  the  merchants,  I began 
to  use  it  by  little  and  little.  I have  been  success- 
ful, and  it  is  now  only  just  that  you  should  have  it 
all  back,  with  five  per  cent,  interest.” 

“No,”  said  the  prince,  “I  will  neither  receive 
the  interest  which  your  honesty  ofFers,  nor  yet  take 
my  money  out  of  your  hands.  The  interest  is  not 
sufficient  to  replace  what  you  lost  to  save  mine; 
and  further  my  money  shall  be  at  your  service  for 
20  years  to  come,  and  at  no  more  than  two  per  cent, 
interest.” 

At  the  congress  of  Vienna,  the  prince  of  Hesse- 

ssel  held  up  the  high  character  of  Moses  Roths- 


child so  earnestly  to  the  potentates  and  ministers 
there  assembled,  as  to  obtain  from  them  promises 
of  giving  a preference  of  negotiating  loans  to  the 
family,  and  the  loan  of  a hundred  millions  of  francs 
contracted  by  France  to  pay  to  the  allied  powers 
was  accordingly  intrusted  to  the  son  at  Paris,  the 
present  baron  Solomon  Rothschild.  Thus  began  their 
loans  and  negotiations  on  a large  scale,  added  to 
which  their  increasing  connections  and  resources 
having  enabled  them  to  have  more  expeditious  in- 
telligence than  all  other  capitalists,  they  have  pro- 
fited by  their  contracts  to  an  almost  unprecedented 
extent.  M.  Rothschild,  of  London,  for  instance, 
had  information  of  Napoleon’s  escape  from  Elba, 
25  hours  before  the  British  ministry.  Their  first 
loan  of  100,000,000  of  francs  contracted  at  Paris 
was  agreed  for  at  07  per  cent,  and  a short  time 
after  sold  at  93 — making  a difference  of  52,000,000 
francs  on  the  whole  amount  between  the  contract 
and  sale  prices. 

The  manners  of  the  Rothschilds  are  blunt,  and 
by  no  means  polished,  nor  have  they  much  that  is 
pursuasive  in  speech.  I allude  to  baron  Roths- 
child in  Paris,  and  baron  Andrew  Rothschild,  who 
resides  in  much  more  than  German  princely  style 
in  Frankfort. 

From  the  London  Court  Journal. 

In  1807  and  1S08,  when  gold  was  at  a premium 
of  seven  to  eight  shillings  on  the  guinea,  Rothschild 
sent  an  immense  quantity  of  gold  coin  out  of  tire 
kingdom,  which  was  punishable  bylaw.  One  morn- 
ing he  received  a letter  from  lord  Liverpool,  beg- 
ging to  see  him  immediately.  Rothschild  was  ex- 
ceedingly alarmed;  “My  Got,”  he  exclaimed,  “they 
have  found  me  out,  and  I am  ruined.”  At  length 
he  summoned  up  courage  to  go,  but  first  packed  up 
all  his  Securities  and  sent  them  off  the  premises, 
lest  an  extent  or  some  “devildom”  should  come  into 
the  house.  He  was  announced,  and  lord  Liverpool 
came  smilling  into  the  room  where  he  was  waiting. 
“I  saw  den  it  was  all  right,”  said  Rothschild,  in  re- 
lating the  matter  to  sir  W.  Curtis.  His  lordship 
Said,  “Mr.  Rothschild,  I have  sent  for  you  to  ask 
your  opinion,  as  a commercial  gentleman,  about 
sending  money  to  Spain,  as  to  what  coin  is  best.” 
“Is  the  army  advancing  or  retreating  my  lord?” 
“Advancing.”  “In  that  case  Napoleons  is  the  best 
coin.”  “We  have  none.”  “I  will  supply  your 
lordship  with  any  quantity  at  a short  notice.”  “Can 
you  indeed?”  “Yes,  my  lord.”  Lord  Liverpool  im- 
mediately ordered  a veiy  large  quantity,  £200,000 
to  be  furnished  immediately.  Rothschild,  on  leav- 
ing fife  house,  instantly  took  a postchaise  and  four, 
and  went  to  Birmingham,  where  he  got  the  Napo- 
leons coined  in  a few  days,  at  the  works  of  Messrs. 
Boulton  and  Watt.  It  is  said  they  were  rather 
short,  both  in  weight  and  quality,  but  it  was  not  a 
moment  to  be  difficult,  they  passed  current;  a larger 
order  was  given,  and  Rothschild  made  a handsome 
profit  on  them;  but  that  was  nothing  to  his  being 
then  thought  necessary  to  government.  He  was 
consulted  on  various  subjects,  and  his  advice  usual- 
ly followed,  and  in  return  he  was  always  furnished 
with  the  earliest  information,  which  he  turned  to 
account  at  the  stock  exchange,  and  thus  by  degrees 
rose  to  be  the  first  capitalist  in  the  kingdom,  set- 
ting even  the  bank  of  England  at  defiance;  and 
more  than  once  threatening  it  with  ruin. 


THE  CHEROKEES. 

From ■ the  Neiu  York  .American. 

Letter  from  John  Ross,  principal  chief  of  the 
Cherokee  nation,  in  answer  to  inquiries  from  a 
friend,  regarding  Cherokee  affairs  with  the  United 
States,  p.  31: 

“In  certain  recent  discussions,”  says  Mr.  Ross, 
“in  the  representative  hall  at  Washington,  our  ene- 
mies made  it  an  objection  against  me  and  against 
others,  that  we  were  not  Indians,  but  had  the  prin- 
ciples of  white  men,  and  were  consequently  unwor- 
thy of  a hearing  in  the  Indian  cause.  I will  own 
that  it  has  been  my  pride,  a principal  chief  of  the 
Cherokees,  to  implant  in  the  bosoms  of  the  people, 
and  to  cherish  in  my  own,  the  principles  of  white 
men!  It  is  to  this  fact  that  our  white  neighbors 
must  ascribe  their  safety  under  the  smart  of  the 
wrongs  we  have  suffered  from  them.  It  is  in  this 
they  may  confide  for  our  continued  patience.  But 
when  I speak  of  the  principles  of  while  men,  I speak 
not  of  such  principles  as  actuate  those  who  talk 
thus  to  us,  but  of  those  mighty  principles  to  which 
the  United  States  owes  her  greatness  and  her  liber- 
ty-” 

Wherever  the  principles  alluded  to  with  such 
caustic  eloquence  yet  obtain,  this  pamphlet  will  be 
read  with  no  common  interest;  although  its  search- 
ing appeal  will,  we  fear,  be  only  made  in  vain. 
The  subject  has  already  been  so  long  before  the 
country,  that  public  sympathy,  never  a very  en- 


during emotion,  is  nearly  worried  out,  and,  like  a 
veteran  who  is  reproached  for  telling  an  old  story, 
when  the  infirmities  of  age  are  added  to  the  wounds 
whicli  broke  his  constitution  in  youth,  the  Cherokee 
must  be  content  to  forego  his  claims  upon  our  feel- 
ings, because  the  story  of  his  wrongs  can  no  longer 
excite  from  its  novelty. 

With  this  impression,  we  are,  perhaps,  in  duty 
bound  to  find  lightersummer  reading  for  our  review 
than  Mr.  Ross’s  pamphlet  may  olfcr.  But,  besides 
the  excuse  of  our  having  but  one  other  work  this 
week  to  notice,  as  a cause  for  delaying  upon  this, 
we  have  still  another  reason  for  dwelling  upon  it, 
and  that  is,  that,  so  far  as  we  can  discover,  Mr. 
Ross  makes  up  an  entirely  new  issue  between  the 
Cherokees  and  the  American  people, — an  issue 
which,  if  it  cannot  be  set  aside,  must  damn  our  na- 
tional character  forever  in  the  sight  of  the  world. 
It  is  this,  that  the  United  States  will  neither  allow 
the  Cherokees  to  enjoy  their  present  possessions  as 
citizens  of  the  republic,  nor  guarantee  them  the  fee 
simple  of  the  new  lands  to  which  it  is  proposed  to 
remove  them. 

“One  impression  concerning  us  (says  the  Chero- 
kee statement)  is,  that,  though  we  object  to  re- 
moval, as  we  are  equally  averse  to  becoming  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  we  ought  to  be  forced  to 
remove,  to  be  tied  hand  and  foot  and  conveyed  to 
the  extreme  western  frontier,  and  then  turned  loose 
among  the  wild  beasts  of  the  wilderness.  Now, 
the  fact  is,  we  never  have  objected  to  become  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  and  to  conform  to  her 
laws;  but,  in  the  event  of  conforming  to  her  laws, 
we  have  required  the  protection  and  the  privileges  of 
her  laws  to  accompany  that  conformity  on  our  part. 
We  have  asked  this  repeatedly,  and  repeatedly  has 
it  been  denied.” 

Again:  “Many  have  voted  in  favor  of  this  pre- 
tended treaty  under  the  impression  that  they  were 
giving  lands  to  us  in  fee  simple!  The  United"  States 
do  promise  that  they  will  ‘cause  a patent  or  grant 
to  be  made  and  executed’  to  us  for  the  aforesaid 
tract  of  land,  but  it  is  always  on  tire  proviso  ‘that 
such  land  shall  revert  (that  is,  tire  Cherokees  shall 
have  the  occupancy  while  the  United  States  retain 
the  right  of  property)  to  the  United  States,  if  the 
Indians  become  extinct  or  abandon  the  same.’  ” 

Let  us  next  see  what  legal  title  the  Cherokees 
have  to  their  lands,  in  which  their  natural  rights 
have,  it  seems,  given  them  no  property: 

Ti-ie  naturae  and  acquired  rights  of  the 
Cherokees.  If  it  be  said  that  the  Cherokees  have 
lost  their  national  character  and  political  existence, 
as  a nation  or  tribe,  by  state  legislation,  then  the 
president  and  senate  can  make  no  treaty  with  them; 
but  if  they  have  not,  'then  no  treaty  can  be  • made 
for  them,  binding,  without  and  against  their  will. 
Such  is  the  fact,  in  reference  to  the  instrument  en- 
tered into  at  New  Echota,  in  December  last.  If 
treaties  are  to  be  thus  made  and  enforced,  deceptive 
to  the  Indians  and  to  the  world,  purporting  to  be  a 
contract,  when,  in  truth,  wanting  the  assent  of  one 
of  the  pretended  parties,  what  security  would  there 
be  for  any  nation  or  tribe  to  retain  confidence  in  the 
United  States?  If  interest  or  policy  require  that 
the  Cherokees  be  removed,  without  their  consent, 
from  their  lands,  surely  the  president  and  senate 
have  no  constitutional  power  to  accomplish  that  ob- 
ject. They  cannot  do  it  under  the  power  to  make 
treaties,  which  are  contracts,  not  rules  prescribed 
by  a superior,  and  therefore  binding  only  by  the  as- 
sent of  the  parties.  In  the  present  instance,  the 
assent  of  the  Cherokee  nation  has  not  been  given, 
but  express!}'  denied.  The  president  and  senate 
cannot  do  it  under  the  power  to  regulate  commerce 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  or  intercourse  with  them, 
because  that  belongs  to  congress,  and  so  declared 
by  the  president  in  his  message  to  the  senate  of 
February  22,  1S31,  relative  to  the  execution  of  the 
act  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  In- 
dian tribes,  &c.  passed  30th  of  March,  1S02.  They 
cannot  do  it  under  any  subsisting  treaty  stipulation 
with  the  Cherokee  nation.  Nor  does  "the  peculiar 
situation  of  the  Cherokees,  in  reference  to  the 
states,  their  necessities  and  distresses,  confer  any 
power  upon  the  president  and  senate  to  alienate 
their  legal  rights,  or  to  prescribe  the  manner  and 
time  of  their  removal. 

Without  a decision  of  what  ought  to  be  done,  un- 
der existing  circumstances,  the  question  recurs,  is 
the  instrument  under  consideration  a contract  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Cherokee  nation? 
It  so  purports  upon  its  face  and  that  falsely.  Is  that 
statement  so  sacred  and  conclusive  that  the  Chero- 
kee people  cannot  be  heard  to  deny  the  fact?  They 
have  denied  it  under  their  own  signatures,  as  the 
document  herein  before  referred  to  will  show,  and 
protested  against  the  acts  of  the  unauthorised  few, 
who  have  arrogated  to  themselves  the  right  to  speak 
for  the  nation.'  The  Cherokees  have  said  they  will 
not  be  bound  thereby.  The  documents  submitted 
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to  the  senate  show,  that  when  the  vote  was  taken 
upon  considering  the  propositions  of  the  commis- 
sioner, there  were  but  seventy-nine  for  so  doing. — 
Then  it  comes  to  this:  could  this  small  number  of 
persons  attending  the  New  Echota  meeting,  acting 
in  their  individual  capacity,  dispose  of  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  or  by  any  in- 
strument they  might  sign,  confer  such  power  upon 
the  president  and  senate. 

If  the  United  States  are  to  act  as  the  guardian  of 
the  Cherokees,  and  to  treat  them  as  incapable  of 
managing  their  own  atfairs,  and  blind  to  their  true 
interests,  yet  this  would  not  furnish  power  or  au- 
thority to  the  president  and  senate,  as  the  treaty 
making  power,  to  prescribe  the  rule  for  managing 
their  atfairs.  It  may  atiord  a pretence  for  the  legis- 
lation of  congress,  but  none  for  the  ratification  of 
an  instrument  as  a treaty  made  by  a small  faction 
against  the  protest  of  the  Cherokee  people. 

That  the  Cherokees  are  a distinct  people,  sove- 
reign to  some  extent,  have  a separate  political  exis- 
tence as  a society  or  body  politie,  and  a capabili- 
ty of  being  contracted  with  in  a national  capacity, 
stands  admitted  by  the  uniform  practice  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  from  1785,  down  to  the  present  day. — 
With  them  have  treaties  been  made  through  their 
chiefs,  and  distingished  men  in  primary"  assem- 
blies, as  also  with  their  constituted  agents  or  repre- 
sentatives. That  they  have  not  the  right  to  ma- 
nage their  own  internal  affairs,  and  to  regulate,  by 
treaty,  their  intercourse  with  other  nations,  is  a 
doctrine  of  modern  date.  In  1793,  Mr.  Jefferson 
said,  ‘I  consider  our  right  of  pre-emption  of  the  In- 
dian lands,  not  as  amounting  to  any  dominion  or  ju- 
risdiction or  paramountship  whatever,  but  merely  m 
the  nature  of  a remainder,  after  the  extinguishment 
of  a present  right,  which  gives  us  no  present  right 
whatever,  but  of  preventing  other  nations  from  tak- 
ing possession,  and  so  defeating  our  expectancy. — 
That  the  Indians  have  the  full,  undivided  and  inde- 
pendent sovereignty  as  long  as  they  choose  to  keep  it, 
and  this  may  be  forever.'  ” 

Now,  with  this  view  of  the  case,  who  will  say 
that  the  enforcing  of  this  treaty  will  not  bring  a 
slain  upon  the  national  character  which  no  time 
can  remove.  The  alleged  ill  treatment  of  the  na- 
tive tribes  in  other  instances  of  our  history,  are  at- 
tributed chiefly  to  the  colonial  or  state  governments. 
The  acts  of  injustice  have  been  of  partial  or  gradual 
operation.  They  have  been  committed,  as  it  were, 
in  a corner.  But  here  is  a measure  by  which  thou- 
sands of  Christian  and  civilized  Indians  are  to  be 
affected — a measure  which  has  been  for  years  be- 
fore the  councils  of  the  nation,  aud  which  has  pass- 
ed in  review  before  the  first  statesmen  of  the  coun- 
try— a measure,  in  short,  which  will  stamp  our 
character  for  good  or  ill  upon  the  page  of  history. 
The  claim  of  Georgia  against  the  general  govern- 
ment, it  must  be  confessed,  is  difficult  to  get  over; 
but  the  claim  of  the  Cherokees  is  still  more  impe- 
rative, and  better  were  it  that  every  cent  in  the 
treasury  were  appropriated  to  purchase  her  title  to 
these  lands  and  vest  them  anew  in  their  original 
owners,  than  that  such  disgrace  should  be  entailed 
upon  our  name  forever.  National,  like  individual, 
honor,  is  one  of  this  world’s  goods  which,  when 
once  lost,  is  irretrievable.  But  we  despise  this 
special  pleading  in  a case  which  ought  to  come 
home  at  once  to  the  bosom  of  every  native  born  citi- 
zen. Is  there  nothing  in  that  sentence  which  has 
been  passed  upon  these  outraged  people,  depriving 
the  original  lords  of  the  soil  of  all  present  and  pros- 
pective right  of  citizenship,  and  driving  out  thou- 
sands of  Christian  farmers  to  the  wilderness?  No- 
thing which  calls  the  blush  of  shame  into  the  cheek 
of  an  American,  when  he  remembers  that  the  mean- 
est serf  of  privileged  Europe  enjoys  every  political 
right,  and  legislates  both  for  Anglo  and  Indian- 
Americans,  almost  as  soon  as  he  steps  upon  our 
shores?  Is  not  the  educated  Indian  as  fit  for  a citi- 
zen of  the  republic,  as  the  ignorant  peasant  of  a fo- 
reign country?  Is  i3  it  not  enough  to  go  on  forever 
inviting  strange  adventurers  to  our  shores,  and 
blending  a foreign  and  base  leaven  with  our  politi- 
cal mass;  but  must  we  also  cast  from  us  the  whole- 
some growth  which  is  improving  to  our  use,  be- 
neath our  eyes,  merely  because  it  springs  from  our 
soil?  National  vanity  has  been  urged,  and  perhaps 
proved,  against  us  by  foreigners,  as  our  chief  na- 
tional loible.  Would  that  they  could  make  equally 
good  the  charge  of  national  pride — an  honest,  a 
manly  and  pardonable  pride  in  our  country,  and 
every  things  that  essentially  and  peculiarly  belongs 
to  it.  Such  a pride,  however,  can  have  no  healthy 
basis  in  a country  where  every  one  seems  to  feel 
himself  so  much  an  interloper,  that  he  stops  at  no 
injustice  to  root  out  its  original  possessors,  and 
eagerly  claims  kindred  with  every  last  comer  that 
can  freshen  the  ties  between  himself  and  the  land 
from  which  his  ancestors  were  driven.  What  claim 
have  the  hundred  thousand  foreigners  that  each  au- 


tumn brings  to  our  polls — what  claim  upon  us  as 
Americans  wffiich  these  thirty  thousand  Cherokees 
have  not?  It  is  idle,  however,  to  appeal  to  a pride 
of  country  which  does  not  exist,  or  which,  if  it  ever 
show  some  sparks  of  life,  is  so  feeble  and  sickly 
that  it  is  annihilated  by  the  first  breath  of  party 
despotism,  or  swallowed  up  by  the  least  considera- 
tion of  time-serving  expediency.  “The  times  are 
out  of  joint,”  and  we  fear  the  men  are  not  yet  in 
being  who  are  “born  to  set  them  right.” 

We  annex  some  extracts  from  Mr.  Ross’s  ap- 
peal, and  the  accompanying  protest  of  the  Chero- 
kee delegation,  which  speak  i'or  themselves. 

“ The  Cherokee  territory,  within  the  limits  of  N. 
Carolina,  Georgia,  Tennessee  and  Alabama,  is  es- 
timated to  contain  ten  millions  of  acres.  It  em- 
braces a large  portion  of  the  finest  lands  to  be  found 
in  any  of  the  states;  and  a salubrity  of  climate  un- 
surpassed by  any,  possessing  superior  advantages 
in  reference  to  water  power,  owing  to  the  numer- 
ous rills,  brooks  and  rivers,  which  flow  from  and 
through  it;  some  of  these  streams  afford  good  navi- 
gation, others  are  susceptible  of  being  easily  im- 
proved and  made  navigable.  On  the  routes  where 
roads  have  been  opened  by  the  Cherokees,  through 
this  country,  there  must  necessarily  pass  some  of 
the  most  important  public  roads  and  other  internal 
improvements,  which  at  no  distant  day  will  be  con- 
structed. 

“The  entire  country  is  covered  with  a dense 
forest  of  valuable  timber,  also  abounding  in  inex- 
haustible quarries  of  marble  and  limestone.  Above 
all,  it  possesses  the  most  extensive  regions  of  the 
precious  metal  known  in  the  United  States.  The 
riches  of  the  gold  mines  are  incalculable,  some  of 
the  lots  of  forty  acres  of  land,  embracing  gold  mines, 
which  have  been  surveyed  and  disposed  of  by  lot- 
tery, under  authority  of  Georgia,  (with  the  encum- 
brance of  the  Indian  title),  have  been  sold  for  up- 
wards of  thirty  thousand  dollars! 

“There  are  also  extensive  banks  of  iron  ore  inter- 
spersed throughout  the  country.  Mineralogists 
who  have  travelled  over  a portion  of  this  territory, 
are  fully  persuaded,  from  what  they  have  seen,  that 
lead  and  silver  mines  will  also  be  found  in  the 
mountain  regions.  Independent  of  all  these  natural 
advantages  and  invaluable  resources,  there  are 
many  extensive  and  valuable  improvements  made 
upon  the  lands  by  the  native  Cherokee  inhabitants, 
and  those  adopted  as  Cherokee  citizens,  by  inter- 
marriages. 

“The  Cherokee  population  has  recently  been  re- 
ported by  the  war  department  to  be  18,000,  ac- 
cording to  a census  taken  by  the  agents  appoint- 
ed by  the  government.  This  people  have  become 
civilized,  and  adopted  the  Christian  religion.  Their 
pursuits  are  pastoral  and  agricultural,  and  in  some 
degree,  mechanical.  Their  stocks  of  cattle,  how- 
ever, have  become  greatly  reduced  in  numbers 
within  the  few  past  years,  owing  to  the  unfortu- 
nate policy  which  has  thrown  upon  this  territory 
a class  of  white  and  irresponsible  settlers,  who,  dis- 
regarding all  laws  and  treaties,  so  far  as  the  rights 
of  the  Cherokees  are  concerned,  and  who  have 
been  actuated  more  from  the  sordid  impulses  of 
avarice,  than  by  any  principle  of  moral  obligation 
or  of  justice,  have  by  fraud  and  force  made  Chero- 
kee property  their  own. 

“The  possessions  of  the  Cherokee  inhabitants, 
consist  of  houses,  which  cost  generally  from  fifty 
dollars,  one  hundred  to  one  thousand  dollars,  and  in 
many  instances  up  to  five  thousand  dollars;  some 
few  as  high  as  six.  eight  and  ten  thousand  dollars, 
with  corresponding  out  buildings,  consisting  of 
kitchens,  meat  houses,  dairies,  granaries,  or  corn 
cribs,  barns,  stables,  &c.  grist  and  saw'  mills:  con- 
nected with  these  are  gardens  for  culinary  vegeta- 
bles; also  peach  and  apple  orchards;  lots  of  inclosed 
ground  for  horses,  black  cattle,  &c.  The  farms  of 
the  Cherokees  contain  from  ten,  twenty,  thirty, 
forty,  fifty,  sixty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  two 
hundred  acres  of  land  under  cultivation,  and  in- 
closed with  good  rail  fences.  Among  the  most 
wealthy,  there  are  farms  of  three  and  four  hundred 
acres,  and  in  one  instance  perhaps  about  eight  hun- 
dred acres  in  cultivation.  Some  of  the  most  ex- 
tensive and  valuable  farms  and  possessions  have 
been  forcibly  wrested  from  the  p'Tiprietors  by  the 
Georgia  guard  and  agents,  and  citizens  of  Georgia 
put  into  possession  of  them,  whilst  the  Cherokee 
owners  have  been  thrust  out  to  seek  shelter  in  a 
camp,  or  under  the  roof  of  a log  hut  in  the  woods, 
within  the  limits  of  North  Carolina,  Tennessee  and 
Alabama.  There  are  many  valuable  public  ferries 
also  owned  by  the  Cherokees,  the  income  of  some 
of  them  amount  to  from  five  hundred  to  one  thou- 
sand, fifteen  hundred  and  two  thousand  dollars  per 
annum.  Several  public  roads  opened  at  private 
expense,  were  also  kept  up  by  companies  under 
regulations  of  the  national  council,  and  toll  gates 
were  erected  on  them.  These  regulations  have  all 


been  prostrated  by  state  legislation,  and  the  Chero- 
kee proprietors  thus  deprived  of  their  rights,  privi- 
leges and  property.  Besides  all  this,  there  are  va- 
rious important  interests  and  claims  which  are  se- 
cured by  the  provisions  of  the  former  subsisting 
treaties,  to  the  Cherokees,  and  for  which  the  Unit- 
ed States  in  justice  are  bound  to  allow'  indemnifi- 
cation. For  the  surrender  then  of  a territory  con- 
taining about  ten  millions  of  acres,  together  with 
the  various  interests  and  claims  spoken  of,  and  the 
amount  that  will  be  required  to  cover  these  claims, 
no  man,  without  data,  can  form  any  estimate.  The 
sum  of  five  millions  six  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
only,  is  proposed  to  be  paid:  the  price  given  for  the 
lapds  at  this  rate  would  not  exceed  thirty  cents  per 
acre.  Will  Georgia  accept  the  whole  amount,  for 
that  portion  within  her  limits. 

“ The  tenure  by  which  the  new  Cherokee  lands  are 
proposed  to  be  held.  Three  times  have  the  Chero- 
kee people  formally  and  openly  rejected  conditions 
substantially  the  same  as  tnese.  We  were  commis- 
sioned by  the  people,  under  express  injunctions, 
not  to  bind  the  nation  to  any  such  conditions.  The 
delegation  representing  the  Cherokees,  have,  there- 
fore, officially  rejected  these  conditions  themselves, 
and  have  regularly  protested  before  the  senate  and 
house  of  representatives,  against  their  ratification. 
The  Cherokee  people,  in  two  protests,  the  one 
signed  by  twelve  thousand  seven  hundred  and  four- 
teen persons,  and  the  other  by  three  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fifty  persons,  spoke  for  themselves 
against  the  treaty,  even  previous  to  its  rejection  by 
those  whom  they  had  selected  to  speak  for  them. — 
With  your  impressions,  concerning  the  advantages 
secured  by  the  subtle  instrument  in  question,  you 
will,  no  doubt,  wonder  at  this  opposition.  But  it 
possesses  not  the  advantages  you  and  others  ima- 
gine, and  that  is  the  reason  why  it  has  encountered, 
and  ever  will  encounter  opposition.  You  suppose 
we  are  to  be  removed  through  it  from  a home,  by 
circumstances  rendered  disagreeable  and  even  un- 
tenable, to  be  secured  in  a better  home,  where  no- 
thing can  disturb  or  dispossess  us.  Here  is  the 
great  mystification . We  are  not  secured  in  the  new 
home  promised  to  us.  We  are  exposed  to  precise- 
ly the  same  miseries,  from  which  if  this  measure  is 
enforced,  the  United  States’  power  professes  to  re- 
lieve us,  but  does  so  entirely  by  the  exercise  of 
that  power,  against  our  will.  If  we  really  had  the 
security  you  and  others  suppose  we  have,  we  would 
not  thus  complain.  But  mark  the  truth  and  judo-e 
for  yourself. 

“White  men  obtain  their  title  to  property,  be- 
tween one  another,  by  what  is  called  fee  simple.  I 
have  discovered  that  many  of  those  who  have  vot- 
ed in  favor  of  this  pretended  treaty,  have  done  so 
under  the  impression  that  they  were  voting  lands 
to  us  in  fee  simple — especially  as  we  are  to  be  com- 
pelled to  pay  for  those  lands  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars — having  already  paid  for  a 
portion  of  them,  by  exchange,  what  is  equivalent 
to  the  full  amount  of  their  intrinsic  value.  But 
the  difference  between  the  right  by  which  the  state 
of  Georgia  and  other  states  "hold  lands,  is  a very, 
very  material  difference  from  that  for  which  we 
Cherokees  shall  have  paid  according  to  this  ar- 
rangement, at  the  smallest  estimate,  calculating  the 
valuation  of  the  exchange  at  government  prices, 
and  adding  it  to  the  sum  to  be  paid  in  money — se- 
ven millions  of  dollars!  Seven  millions  for’  lands 
without  a real  title!  For  this  sum,  I admit,  the 
United  States  do  promise  that  they  will  “cause  a 
patent,  or  grant,  to  be  made  and  executed”  to  us 
for  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land,  but  it  is  always  on 
the  proviso,  “that  such  land  shall  revert  to  the’Unit- 
ed  States,  if  the  Indians  become  extinct,  or  aban- 
don the  same.”  Now',  the  use  of  this  very  phrase, 
revert  is  an  evidence  that  the  United  States  do  not 
consider  that  there  is  an  absolute  property  given  in 
the  soil  allotted  to  the  Indians,  in  payment  for  their 
valuable  country;  the  United  States  retains  the  ab- 
solute property  in  her  own  hands,  only  allowing  to 
the  Indians  a far  inferior  right  of  occupancy  to  that 
which  they  have  ever  been  admitted  to  possess 

where  they  now  are,  and  where  they  were  born. 

The  pretended  treaty  expressly  avows  that  it  is  un- 
der the  law  containing  the  clause  above  quoted, 
and  other  similar  laws,  that  the  transfer  is  made; 
and  the  Indian  title  is  to  be  subject,  not  only  to  these 
laws  already  existing,  but  to  such  laws  as  may  be 
made  hereafter;  and  to  which  laws,  present  and 
prospective,  the  Indian  regulations  for  self-govern- 
ment must  be  equally  subordinate.  Now,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  inconveniences  and  insecurity  inevitable 
from  the  vagueness  of  the  laws  already  in  opera- 
tion, those  future  ones,  to  which  this  pretended 
treaty  makes  the  Indians  blindly  promise  submis- 
sion, may  entirely  extinguish,  not  only  the  right  of 
occupancy,  but  of  self-government.  For  example. 
Suppose  it  should  suit  the  policy  of  the  United 
Stales,  hereafter,  to  pass  a law  organizing  a territo- 
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rial  government  upon  the  Cherokee  lands,  west? — 
That  law  necessarily  destroys  the  character  of  the 
Cherokee  nation  as  a distinct  community;  the  na- 
tion becomes  legally  extinct;  the  lands  revert  to 
the  United  States,  and  the  Cherokee  people  are 
bound,  by  assenting  to  the  conditions  of  the  pre- 
tended treaty,  to  acquiesce  in  this  law  providing  a 
plausible  pretext  for  their  annihilation.  And  should 
they  demur,  what  is  the  result?  An  article  in  the 
pretended  treaty  expressly  stipulates,  that  military 
posts,  and  military  roads  may,  anywhere,  and  at  any 
time,  be  established  by  the  United  States,  in  the 
new  country,  set  apart  for  the  Indians.  Hence,  any 
one  who  might  complain  of  any  act  of  the  U.  States 
as  unauthorised  by  the  right  construction  of  the 
pretended  treaty,  would  be  as  liable  to  ejectment 
for  the  purpose  of  creating  a military  post  at  the 
malcontent’s  abode  in  the  Cherokee  country  west 
— as  now  he  actually  is,  and  long  has  been  under 
similar  circumstances,  in  the  Cherokee  part  of 
Georgia:— and  were  vexations  to  become  universal, 
as  they  have  been  in  Georgia,  the  region  might,  in 
the  same  manner,  be  filled  with  soldiers,  and  the 
existence  of  the  Cherokee  nation  become  at  once 
extinguished  by  laws  to  which  the  people  will  be 
said  themselves  to  have  assented.  That  there  is  no 
disposition  ever  to  interfere  thus,  is  attempted  to  be 
proved  by  reference  to  an  article  ot  the  pretended 
treaty,  excluding  intruders  and  white  men;  but  this 
very  article  is  clogged  with  a worse  than  neutraliz- 
ing condition — a condition  pregnant  with  sources 
of  future  disquiet — a condition  that  is  not  to  pre- 
vent the  introduction  of  useful  farmers,  mechanics 
and  teachers,  under  which  denomination  some  fu- 
ture executive  of  the  United  States  may  find  it  con- 
venient, hereafter,  to  overwhelm  the  original  popu- 
lation, and  bring  about  the  territorial  government, 
by  which  the  Cherokees  will  be  regarded  as  legally 
extinguished,  and  the  country  of  their  exile  as  re- 
verting to  its  real  proprietor,  the  United  States. — 
Thus  will  the  favorite  theory,  which  has  been  as- 
cribed to  the  president,  be  fully  realized.  This 
policy  will  legislate  the  Indians  off  the  land! 

“’That  all  these  things  are  possible,  is  proved  by 
the  present  posture  of  affairs  in  the  region  of  our 
birth,  our  sacred  inheritance  from  our  fathers.  It 
is  but  a few  years,  since  the  apprehension  of  scenes 
like  those  from  which  the  United  States  acknow- 
ledges her  incompetency  to  protect  us,  even  under 
the  pledge  of  treaties,  would  have  been  regarded  as 
a morbid  dream.  But  a state  has  already  been  cre- 
ated on  the  boundary  of  the,  retreat  set  apart  for  the 
exile  of  the  Indians — the  state  of  Arkansas;  ano- 
ther state,  and  an  independent  one — a new  repub- 
lic, made  up  of  many  of  the  old  foes  of  the  Indians 
—Texas,  is  rising  on  another  boundary;  and  who 
shall  say  how  soon  these  and  other  new  borderin' 
states  may  become  as  uneasy  from  the  Indian  neigh 
borhood,  as  the  old  ones  are  now.  It  was  at  one 
time  thought  that  the  United  States  never  could  de- 
clare she  was  unable  to  keep  the  treaties  of  former 
days.  Is  it  less  possible  that  she  may  hereafter  ex- 
perience the  same  difficulty  in  keeping  those  of  the 
days  in  which  we  live?  especially,  as  in  the  present 
instance,  she  may  be  called  upon,  not  only  to  de- 
fend those  treaties  from  violation  by  her  own  citi- 
zens, but  by  the  people,  though  of  the  same  origin, 
belonging  to  a new,  a warlike  and  independent  re 
public.” 

Scenes  in  the  Cherokee  countri/. 

Mr.  John  Ross,  the  principal  chief  of  the  Chero- 
kee nation,  was  at  Washington  city  on  the  business 
of  his  nation.  When  he  returned,  he  travelled  till 
about  ten  o’clock  at  night,  to  reach  his  family;  rode 
up  to  the  gate,  saw  a servant,  believed  to  be  his  own; 
dismounted,  ordered  his  horse  taken;  went  in,  and 
to  his  utter  astonishment,  found  himself  a stranger 
in  his  own  house,  his  family  having  been,  some  days 
before,  driven  out  to  seek  a new  home.  A thought 
then  flitted  across  his  mind,  that  he  could  not,  un 
dsr  all  the  circumstances  of  his  situation,  reconcile 
it  to  himself  to  tarry  all  night  under  the  roof  of  his 
own  house  as  a stranger.  He  ordered  his  horse 
paid  his  bill,  and  departed  in  search  of  his  family, 
and  after  travelling  amid  heavy  rains,  had  the  hap- 
piness of  overtaking  them  on  the  road,  bound  for 
some  place  of  refuge  within  the  limits  of  Tennessee 

Mr.  Joseph  Vann,  also  a native  Cherokee,  was  ; 
man  of  great  wealth,  had  about  eight  hundred  acres 
of  land  in  cultivation;  had  made  extensive  improve 
ments,  consisting,  in  part,  of  a brick  house,  costing 
about  ten  thousand  dollars,  mills,  kitchens,  negro 
houses,  and  other  buildings.  He  had  fine  gardens 
and  extensive  apple  and  peach  orchards.  His  busi 
ness  was  so  extensive,  he  was  compelled  to  employ 
an  overseer  and  other  agents.  In  the  fall  of  1833, 
he  was  called  from  home,  but  before  leaving,  made 
a conditional  contract  with  a Mr.  Howell,  a white 
man,  to  oversee  for  him  in  the  year  1834,  to  com 
mence  on  the  first  of  January  of  that  year.  He  re 
turned  about  the  28th  or  29th  of  December,  1833 


and  learning  Georgia  had  prohibited  any  Cherokee  I stated,  the  daily  augmentation  of  the  manufactures 
from  hiring  a white  man,  told  Mr.  Howell  he  did  1 of  the  United  States  is  considered,  the  value  of  cot- 
not  want  his  services.  Yet  Mr.  Bishop,  the  state’s  ! ton  lands  becomes  almost  inappreciable.  The  cloth- 


agent,  represented  to  the  authorities  of  Georgia,  that 
Mr.  Vann  had  violated  the  laws  of  that  state,  by 
hiring  a white  man,  had  forfeited  his  right  of  occu- 
pancy, and  that  a grant  ought  to  issue  for  his  lands. 
There  were  confiictingclaims  under  Georgia  for  his 
possessions.  A Mr.  Riley  pretended  a claim,  and 
took  possession  of  the  upper  part  of  the  dwelling 
house,  armed  for  battle.  Mr.  Bishop,  the  state’s 
agent,  and  his  party,  came  to  take  possession,  and 
between  them  and  Riley,  a fight  commenced,  and 
from  twenty  to  fifty  guns  were  fired  in  the  house. 
While  this  was  going  on  Mr.  Vann  gathered  his 
trembling  wife  and  children  into  a room  for  safety. 
Riley  could  not  be  dislodged  from  his  position  lip 
stairs,  even  after  being  wounded,  and  Bishop’s  par- 
ty finally  set  fire  to  the  house.  Riley  surrendered, 
and  the  fire  was  extinguished.  Mr.  Vann  and  his 
family  were  then  driven  out,  unprepared,  in  the 
dead  of  winter,  and  snow  upon  the  ground,  through 
which  they  w'ere  compelled  to  wade,  and  to  take 
shelter  within  the  limits  of  Tennessee,  in  an  open  log 
cabin,  upon  a dirt  floor,  and  Bishop  and  his  brother 
Absalom  in  possession  of  Mr.  Vann’s  house.  This 
Mr.  Vann  is  the  same,  who,  when  a boy,  volunteer- 
ed as  a private  soldier  in  the  Cherokee  regiment  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Creek  war. 
periled  his  life  in  crossing  the  river  at  the  battle  of 
the  Horse  Shoe.  What  has  been  his  rew'ard? 

Wahka  and  his  wife  w'ere  natives  of,  and  resi- 
dents in,  the  Cherokee  nation  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. The  agents  of  the  United  States  prevailed 
upon  the  wife  to  enroll  for  emigration,  against  the 
remonstrances  of  the  husband,  and  they  afterwards, 
by  force,  separated  her  from  her  husband,  and  took 
her  and  the  children  to  Arkansas,  leaving  the  hus- 
band and  father  behind,  because  he  would  not  en- 
roll. The  improvements  upon  which  he  resided, 
were  valued  in  the  name  of  the  wife,  and  he  turned 
out  of  possession. 

Atalah  Anosta  was  prevailed  upon  to  enroll  when 
drunk,  contrary  to  the  wish  and  will  of  his  wife  and 
children;  when  the  time  arrived  for  him  to  leave  for 
Arkansas,  he  absconded.  A guard  was  sent  after 
him  by  B.  F.  Currcy,  which  arrested  the  woman 
and  children,  and  brought  them  to  the  agency  about 
dark,  in  a cold  rain,  shivering  and  hungry.  They 
were  detained  under  guard  all  night  and  a part  of 
next  day,  and  until  the  woman  agreed  to  enroll  her 
name  as  an  emigrant.  The  husband  then  came  in, 
and  he  and  his  wife  and  their  children  were  put  on 
board  a boat,  and  taken  to  Arkansas.  There  they 
soon  lost  twoorthree  of  their  children,  and  then  re- 
turned on  foot  to  tlie  Cherokee  nation  east  of  the 
Mississippi. 

Sconatachee,when  drunk, was  enrolled  by  Benja^ 
min  F.  Burrey;  when  the  emigrants  were  collect- 
ing, he  did  not  appear,  and  Currey  and  John  Miller, 
the  interpreter,  went  after  him.  Currey  drew  a 
pistol,  and  attempted  to  drive  the  old  man  to  the 
agency,  who  presented  his  gun  and  refused  to  go. 
Currey  and  Miller  returned  without  him.  He  made 
the  facts  known  to  Hugh  Montgomery,  the  Chero- 
kee agent,  who  gave  him  a certificate  that  he  should 
not  be  forced  away  against  his  will.  So  the  matter 
rested  till  the  emigrants  were  collected  the  next 
year,  and  then  Currey  sent  a wagon  and  guard  for 
him.  He  was  arrested,  tried,  and  hauled  to  the 
agency,  leaving  some  of  his  children  behind  in  the 
woods,  where  they  had  fled  on  the  approach  of  the 
guard.  Richard  Cheek  enrolled  for  emigration, 
but,  before  the  time  of  departure,  he  hired  to  work 
on  the  Tuscumbia  rail  road,  in  Alabama.  When 
the  emigrants  started,  Currey  had  Cheek’s  wife  ta- 
ken, put  on  board  a boat,  and  started  to  Arkansas. 
She  was  even  denied  the  privilege  of  visiting  her 
husband  as  she  descended  the  river.  He  was  left 
behind,  and  never  saw  her  more.  She  died  on  the 
way. 

Such  outrages  and  violations  of  treaty  stipulations 
have  been  the  subject  of  complaint  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  on  the  part  of  the  Chc- 
rokees,  for  years  past;  and  the  delegation  are  not 
surprised  that  the  American  people  are  not  now- 
startled  a.t  those  wrongs,  so  long  continued,  for  by 
habit  men  are  brought  to  look  with  indifference 
at  death  itself.  If  the  government  of  the  United 
States  have  determined  to  take  the  Cherokee  lands 
without  their  consent,  the  power  is  with  them,  and 
the  American  people  can  “reap  the  field  that  is  not 
their  own,  and  gather  the  vintage  of  his  vineyard 
whom  by  violence  they  have  oppressed*” 

THE  COTTON  GROWTH  AND  TRADE. 

The  following  statements  taken  from  a recent 
publication,  will  convey  some  notion  of  the  asto- 
nishing increase  in  the  consumption  of  cotton,  and 
of  the  wealth  of  which  it  is  the  source  to  the  Unit- 
ed States.  When,  in  addition  to  the  facts  here 


ing  of  half  the  universe  is  no  mean  staple,  particu- 
larly when  that  portion  of  the  nation  which  cannot 
grow-  the  material  finds  occupation  for  a great  mass 
of  its  population  in  manufacturing  or  conveying  it. 

[Nat.  Gazette. 

“No  branch  of  manufacture  has  made  such  in- 
conceivable progress  in  modern  times  as  cotton 
weaving.  Tnis  has  not  arisen  from  any  protection 
of  government,  or  from  the  uncertain  and  caprici- 
ous acts  of  legislation,  but  from  the  nature  of  things, 
and  the  inventiveness  and  activity  of  manufactur- 
ers. Cotton  is  cheaper  to  produce  and  easier  to 
manufacture  than  flax,  and  has  always,  therefore, 
been,  for  some  purposes,  preferred.  In  Great  Bri- 
tain in  the  year 

17S7  4,000,000  lbs.  were  spun. 

1805  19,000,000 

1S12  61,000,000 

1820  137,000,000 

1826  162,000,000 

1S32  273,000,000 

The  value  of  cotton  goods  amounted,  in  the  year 
1769,  to  about  £200,000.  now  (official  value)  to 

40.000. 000.  In  the  year  1833,  237,000,000  lbs. 
were  imported  into  England  from  North  America: 

Pounds. 

From  Brazil  2S,000,000 

From  Turkey  and  Egypt  9S7,000 

From  other  countries  1,696,000 

From  the  English  colonies  35,000,000 

North  America  exported  in  1801  1S9.000 

“ “ 1832  322,000,000 

The  price  of  a pound  of  cotton  wool  varies  from 
4d.  to  Is.  Sd.;  but  has  fallen  considerably  (like  many 
other  things)  since  1816. 

There  are  now'  1,154  cotton  mills  existing  in 
England.  Water  power  to  the  amount  of  lb, 000 
horses,  and  steam  power  to  that  of  30,000,  are  em- 
ployed in  them:  220,000  persons  are  directly,  and 
one  million  and  a half  are  indirectly,  engaged  in 
them.  The  seven  counties  in  which  the  cotton  ma- 
nufactories are  the  most  flourishing,  in  the  year 
1753,  contained  only  791,000  inhabitants;  in  1831, 

2.753.000.  There  were  exported  to 
Plain  ciutnn  poods.  Colornl  poods 


Russia 
Germany 
Italy 
Brazil 
Turkey 

China  and  East  Indies 
North  America 


2,750.000 

16,527,000 

34.000. 000 
36J)00,000 

15.000. 000 

35.000. 000 

13.000. 000 


272,000 
34,951,000 

13.000. 000 

23.000. 000 

3.000. 000 

16.000. 000 
18,000,000 


TO  THE  FARMERS  OF  THE  U.  STATES. 

From  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer. 

The  writer  of  the  following  letter  is  one  of  the 
most  intelligent,  useful  and  respectable  citizens  of 
Philadelphia: 

That  care  and  skill  have  improved  fruit  trees, 
vegetables  and  our  domestic  animals,  are  facts 
known  to  all  classes  of  husbandmen;  and  the  advan- 
tage of  rearing  cattle  from  the  best  breeds  is  now 
well  understood  all  over  America.  The  advantages 
that  accompany  procuring  the  best  grain  for  seed  is 
as  yet  but  partially  understood  and  very  little  at- 
tended to. 

Repeatedly  sowing  some  kinds  of  grain  on  the 
same  land,  is  in  many  cases  followed  by  an  evident 
decline  in  the  quality;  still  this,  it  must  be  observed, 
is  not  a uniform  consequence;  there  are  many  and 
well  authenticated  instances  where  the  change  to  a 
new  soil  and  climate  is  accompanied  with  a deterio- 
ration, and  in  others  as  great  an  improvement  has 
taken  place. 

As  it  is  known  that  grains,  &c.  in  some  climates 
and  soils  degenerate  to  a minimum,  sometimes  in 
quality,  in  others  in  quantity,  and  frequently  in 
both,  a practice  calculated  to  remedy  these  disad- 
vantages is  of  great  importance  to  the  agriculture 
of  the  United  States.  On  the  present  occasion  it  is 
our  object  to  point  out  what  may  be  done,  hereby 
showing  what  is  done  in  other  countries,  and  under 
circumstances  far  less  favorable  to  the  husbandmen, 
or  to  the  operations  of  husbandry,  than  in  America. 
In  Scotland,  for  example,  the  climate  is  cold,  wet 
and  stormy;  yet.  by  care  and  industry  crops  are  pro- 
duced, remarkable  both  for  quantity  and  quality. 
There  the  greatest  attention  is  paid  to  the  chang- 
ing of  seed.  The  low  countries  procure  their  seed 
potatoes  from  the  high  districts  at  great  expense  of 
money  and  labor.  The  wdiole  oat  crop  of  some 
districts  is  bought  for,  and  sowed  for  seed;  this  is 
the  case  with  a portion  of  country  called  Blainsley, 
that  lays  south  of  Soutria  Hills. 

In  no  country  has  the  culture  of  clover  been 
more  beneficial,  or  attended  with  better  success 
than  in  Scotland,  yet  the  climate  is  so  unfavorable 
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to  the  ripening  of  clover  seed,  that  nearly  the  whole 
has  to  be  procured  from  England  or  Holland.  The 
farmers  of  that  country  frequently  change  the  wheat 
seed,  and  procure  the  best  that  is  to  be  had,  paying 
very  little  respect  to  price,  and  the  greatest  atten- 
tion to  quality. 

It  would  appear  that  the  principle  by  which  the 
Scotch  farmers  are  guided  to  the  results  they  obtain, 
is  to  select  their  seed  from  those  districts  where  it 
is  grown  in  the  greatest  perfection  from  the  climate 
and  soil  being  best  adapted  to  the  plant.  Thus 
they  choose  seed  oats  and  potatoes  ot  their  own 
growing,  these  being  plants  best  adapted  to  moun- 
tainous, cool  and  moist  regions;  and  clover  and 
wheat  seed  from  England  and  Holland,  which  are 
comparatively  low,  warm  and  dry,  and  better  adapt- 
ed to  their  production. 

It  is  well  known  that  in  America,  our  oats  are 
not  good,  they  have  little  kernel  or  meal;  and  thei 
quality  of  our  barley  is  not  what  it  ought  to  be. 

It  is  to  the  following  circumstance  the  present 
address  owes  its  existence. 

In  the  year  1833,  a well  informed  practical  far- 
mer visited  Pennsylvania  with  the  object  of  seeing 
as  much  of  our  practice  of  farming,  soil  and  climate, 
as  a short  stay  here  would  permit.  On  his  return 
to  Scotland,  he  procured  and  sent  to  his  iriends  in 
Philadelphia  some  Angus  oats,  Hopeton  oats,  bar- 
ley, wheat  and  rye  grass;  the  cask  containing  the 
seed  miscarried  and  did  not  arrive  here  until  the 
fall  of  1835. 

Some  of  each  kind  of  these  seeds  have  been  sown 
here;  the  wheat  came  up  very  thin;  it  is  presumed 
the  seed  suffered  from  the  long  voyage.  On  the 
18th  April,  1836,  the  oats  and  barley  were  sown 
on  rather  poor  but  fresh  loam.  It  is  true,  the  sea- 
son has  been  cool,  damp  and  favorable  to  these 
grains,  still  there  success  has  surpassed  any  thing 
that  could  have  been  calculated  on.  The  barley 
and  both  kinds  of  oats  are  of  superior  growth  in 
strength  of  stem,  as  well  as  thickness  on  the  ground, 
they  would  loose  nothing  in  a comparison  with  the 
crops  of  oats  or  barley  of  any  country,  and  are 
likely  to  sutfer  loss  from  excessive  growth,  caus- 
ing them  to  lodge.  One  kind  of  the  oats  com- 
menced shooting  into  ear  about  the  first  of  July, 
and  the  other  about  the  tenth;  the  marks  which 
were  placed  to  distinguish  the  one  from  the  other 
have  got  displaced,  and  this  accident  prevents  know- 
ing whether  it  is  the  Angus  or  Hopeton  oats  that 
first  puts  out  the  ear. 

Now  let  us  inquire  into  the  economy  of  farmers 
adopting  the  practice  of  annually  supplying  them- 
selves with  new  seed  grain — and  found  our  calcula- 
tions on  a farm  where  about  20  bushels  of  oats  are 
sown  each  year;  the  farmer  of  such  a piece  of  land 
could  supply  himself  with  an  annual  change  of  his 
oat  seed  in  the  following  manner.  It  is  presumed 
that  each  bushel  of  the  imported  oats  he  sows,  will 
produce  10  bushels;  then  by  annually  buying  two 
bushels,  their  produce  would  yield  the  20  bushels 
required  for  sowing  on  his  farm.  Suppose  the 
price  of  the  imported  oats  to  be  $‘l  50  cents  a 
bushel,  the  two  would  cost  $3 — and  the  price  of 
country  oats  was  50  cents,  the  two  would  cost  $1. 
The  expense  of  changing  the  seed  would  be  per 
annum  $2.  The  estimate  is  not  given  as  a matter 
of  accuracy,  but  as  a formula  by  which  every  one 
can  make  his  own  calculations. 

In  procuring  a change  of  seed,  there  are  other 
points  necessary  to  be  attended  to  besides  the  quali- 
ty of  the  grain,  and  one  of  these  is  to  guard  against 
bringing  with  it  the  weeds  incident  to  the  country 
or  fields  where  it  has  grown:  for  want  of  attention 
to  this,  there  are  farmers  who  have  introduced  into 
their  fields,  along  with  the  clover  they  sowed,  the 
narrow  leafed  plantain,  which  arrogates  to  itself  a 
place  which  would  otherwise  be  occupied  by  clover, 
to  the  detriment  of  his  hay  both  in  quality  and 
quantity,  and  that  more  serious  curse,  Bensalem 
clover  or  white  daisy;  all  this  is  the  result  of  thei 
not  taking  sufficient  care  in  the  selection  of  their 
clover  seed. 

In  the  British  islands,  their  oat  and  barley  fields 
at  some  seasons,  are  entirely  yellow;  nothing  is  to 
be  seen  save  the  bloom  of  the  wild  mustard,  in  some 
districts  called  Scheldrics;  and  this  is  not  the  only 
one  of  this  class  of  yellow  flowering  spring  weed — 
in  wheat  they  have  what  is  here  called  cockle,  the 
seed  of  which  is  detrimental  to  superfine  flour;  all 
these  should  be  guarded  against  by  the  European 
agent;  and  to  prevent  mischief,  the  seed  after  it  ar- 
rives here  should  be  rectified  in  a sieve  that  will 
separate  the  weeds  from  the  pure  grain,  always  col- 
lecting and  burning  the  obnoxious  seeds. 

In  proof  of  the  sincerity,  that  the  writer  entertains 
a favorable  opinion  of  this  system,  he  will  import 
for  next  season’s  sowing,  one  hundred  bushels  of 
selected  barley,  one  hundred  of  each  variety  of  oats, 
already  spoken  of,  and,  it  being  too  late  for  receiv- 
ing wheat  for  the  ensuing  sowing,  measures  will  be 


taken  for  bringing  to  this  country  wheat  for  the 
following  year. 

Such  persons  as  take  an  interest  for  renewing 
their  seed  grain,  are  invited  to  apply  to  the  sub- 
scriber who  will  furnish  them  with  any  quantity, 
not  less  than  a bushel.  The  cost  will  be  governed 
by  the  price  abroad,  and  the  expense  of  bringing 
the  articles  here.  The  transaction  will  be  attended 
with  considerable  trouble,  and  the  limited  extent  of 
the  operation  will  satisfy  all  who  reflect,  that  there 
are  other  motives  for  undertaking  the  business  than 
that  of  making  money. 

Letters,  post  paid,  will  be  duly  attended  to,  ad- 
dressed to  JAMES  RONALDSON. 

No.  200  South  Ninth  street,  Philadelphia. 


IMPORTANT  INFORMATION. 

From  the  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce. 

Price  of  bread  stuffs.  We  would  not  needlessly 
nterrupt  the  enjoyment  of  those,  who  look  forward 
to  the  next  winter  as  a season  of  general  starvation. 
But  lest  their  dreams  should  be  too  suddenly  bro- 
ken, we  must  call  their  attention  to  the  facts  con- 
tained in  the  last  news  from  Europe  respecting  the 
prices  of  bread  stuffs  there.  We  happen  to  know 
of  an  operation  at  Liverpool,  by  which  fifty  thou- 
sand bushels  of  wheat  are  to  be  immediately  for- 
warded to  this  country,  and  by  the  prices  which 
are  published,  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  larger 
supplies  will  soon  be  forthcoming;  for  the  long 
continuance  of  high  prices,  the  successful  issue  of 
the  recent  importations,  and  the  fact  well  ascer- 
tained, that  our  domestic  supplies  are  inadequate 
to  our  wants,  will  give  new  confidence  in  future 
operations.  Let  us  see  at  what  prices  we  can  be 
supplied. 

In  Paris  the  price  of  bread  is  about  2 cents,  and 
in  London  3 cents  per  lb.  We  found  a shilling 
loaf  in  New  York  yesterday  to  weigh  2 lbs.  3 oz. 
which  is  near  6 cents  per  lb.  The  price  of  wheat 
at  Paris  is  112  cents  per  bushel,  and  the  price  of 
flour  $5  per  bbl.  In  London  flour  is  $'8  a bbl.  In 
the  ports  of  the  Mediterranean  and  of  the  Baltic, 
bread  stuffs  are  much  cheaper  than  in  either  Lon- 
don or  Paris.  The  price  of  good  wheat  at  Naples 
is  2s.  lOd.  sterling  a bushel,  or  67  cents.  From 
any  one  of  these  places  freight  might  be  obtained 
at  33  cents  per  barrel  on  flour  and  12^  cents  per 
bushel  on  wheat,  or  about  half  the  rate  charged 
from  Rochester,  and  one-fourth  of  what  is  charged 
from  Ohio.  Fifty  thousand  bushels  of  corn  has 
lately  been  received  here  from  Ohio  at  a freight  of 

49  cents.  The  duty  on  flour  is  one  dollar  a barrel 
and  on  wheat  25  cents  a bushel.  Wheat  therefore 
can  be  imported  from  Naples  and  laid  down  at  New 
York  at  125  to  135  cents  a bushel,  all  charges  paid, 
and  from  a hundred  other  places  at  the  same  or  a 
less  price.  Corn  and  rye  are  not  burthened  with  a 
duty  and  may  be  imported  to  great  advantage. — 
The  countries  of  Europe  and  Asia  afford  stores  of 
bread  stuffs  almost  inexhaustible,  so  that  the  sup- 
plies for  this  country,  if  they  should  run  to  the 
highest  possible  quantity,  could  only  affect  prices 
in  a very  slight  degree.  Free  trade  will  supply  all 
our  wants,  and  the  cost  with  a liberal  mercan- 
tile profit,  will  not  carry  prices  above  150  cents  for 
wheat,  100  cents  for  rye  and  Indian  corn,  50  cents 
for  oats  per  bushel,  and  $'7  50  for  flour  per  barrel. 

50  let  the  desponding  cheer  up,  for  no  one  who  is 
industrious  and  frugal  need  starve  in  1836  or  ’37. 


The  preceding  extract  is  taken  from  a late  num- 
ber of  tne  New  York  Evening  Star,  and  we  trans- 
fer it  to  our  columns  as  one  amongst  the  many  ex- 
isting evidences  to  prove  that  an  immense  revolu- 
tion is  in  progress;  a revolution  which  is  almost 
commensurate  with  the  earth.  In  this  revolution 
perhaps  the  most  remarkable  event  is  the  rise  of  an 
Anglo-Saxon  empire  in  Australia.  As  this  name, 
and  also  the  others  at  the  head  of  the  above  ex- 
tract, have  been  but  of  comparative  recent  intro- 
duction into  geography,  therefore  not  familiar  to 
every  reader,  we  place  before  them  the  following 
notes: 

OCEANIA. 

Under  this  comprehensive  head  are  included  all 
those  numerous  islands,  groups  of  islands,  and  all 
that  great  island  continent,  New  Holland,  which  is 
spread  over  the  Pacific  ocean,  between  the  two 
continents  of  Asia  and  America.  As  to  mere  ex- 
tent on  the  sphere,  these  Oceania  regions  from  Su- 
matra to  Easter  island  inclusive,  with  the  equator 
very  nearly  as  a middle  line  of  latitude,  extends 
through  above  one  hundred  and  fifty  degrees  of  lon- 
gitude. An  area  so  vast  demanded’subdivision,  and 
it  has  been  divided  into  three  great  sections. 

MALAYSIA. 

Under  this  head  are  included  those  islands  Iving 
south  eastward  from  and  most  nearly  approaching 
the  great  continent  of  Asia,  the  principal  of  which 
are,  Sumatra,  Java,  Borneo,  Celebus,  the  great 
group  of  the  Philippine,  and  the  lesser  iles  of  Sum- 
baw'a,  Flores,  Timor,  Gilolo,  and  innumerable  others 
of  lesser  note.  The  name  is  taken  from  the  race  of 
men  by  which  these  extensive  islands  are  chiefly 
inhabited,  the  Malay. 

AUSTRALIA, 

Or  southern  continent  relative  to  Asia.  The 
term  comprises  a nucleus,  New  Holland,  around 
which  are  engrouped  Papua  or  New  Guinea,  Louis- 
ade,  New  Britain,  New  Ireland,  New  Caledonia, 
Solomon’s  Islands,  New'  Hebrides  and  Van  Die- 
man’s  Land  or  Tasmania. 

It  is  on  the  south  eastern  side  of  New  Holland, 
and  on  the  neighboring  island  of  Van  Dieman’s 
Land.  The  N.  English  nation  is  rising.  Already 
the  aggregate  population  of  the  two  colonies  ex- 
ceeds one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand,  and  is  ra- 
pidly increasing  in  numbers,  and  still  more  wealth 
and  intelligence. 

The  native  inhabitants  of  New  Holland  and  the 
adjacent  Australian  groups  are  a branch  of  the  ne- 
gro family,  though  with  a marked  distinction  from 
the  African  branch. 


OCEANIA,  MALAYSIA,  AUSTRALIA  AND 
POLYNESIA. 

Newspaper  statistics.  In  Van  Dieman’s  Land, 
with  a population  of  now  about  40,000,  we  have 
eight  journals,  viz:, The  Gazette,  Courier,  Tasma- 
nian, Colonial  Times,  True  Colonist,  Morning  Star, 
Launceston  Advertiser  and  Cornwall  Chronicle,  or 
one  in  about  4,500  inhabitants;  and  if  we  take  into 
account,  that  more  than  one-third  of  these  belong 
to  the  prisoner  class,  and  have  no  means  of  sub- 
scribing to,  or  reading  newspapers,  we  reduce  the 
proportion  to  one  in  about  every  3,000.  In  New 
South  Wales  they  have  seven  journals,  viz:  The 
Government  Gazette,  Sydney  Gazette,  The  Herald, 
Australian,  Monitor,  Commercial  Journal  and  Co- 
lonist, distributed  among  a population  of  about 
70,000,  which  gives  about  a journal  to  every  10,000 
people.  But  then  it  is  to  be  considered  that  most 
of  the  Sydney  journals  are,  on  the  average,  twice 
a week,  which  in  fact  makes,  as  far  as^  number 
goes,  but  not  as  regards  variety,  the  journals  to  be 
one  in  5,000.  There  is  this  remarkable  difference 
to  be  observed  with  regard  to  the  readers  in  these 
colonies  and  in  Europe,  that  the  country  residents, 
and  not  those  in  towns,  are  the  greatest  readers, 
(we  speak  from  our  own  experience  from  the  sub- 
scription list),  the  proportion  in  Van  Dieman’s 


POLYNESIA, 

Or  “Many  Islands,”  stretch  to  the  eastward  of 
New  Holland,  and  its  connected  groups,  and  to  the 
south  eastward  of  Malaysia.  The  number  of  is- 
lands comprised  under  this  head,  it  is  probable,  ex- 
ceeds one-half  of  all  the  land  protuberances  of  the 
earth:  the  principal  groups  being  those  ofDadrone, 
Magallen,  Pelew,  Caroline  Anson’s,  Mulra-ave’ 
Feejee,  Friendly,  Navigator’s,  New  Zealand,  So- 
ciety, Cook’s,  George’s,  Mendana’s  or  Marquesas, 
and  Washington’s  and  Sandwich  islands.  Besides 
those  included  in  these  groups,  there  are  innumera- 
ble sporadic  or  scattered  island  and  islets,  many  of 
which  have  no  doubt  never  yet  been  seen  by  Euro- 
pean or  American  navigators. 

Of  the  inhabitants  of  Polvnesia,  those  only  of  the 
Sandwich  group  have  adopted  the  arts  and  reli»-ion 
of  civilized  life.  They  are  of  the  Malay  family, 
and  in  so  complete  a. state  of  barbarism  as  to  remain 
cannibals.  Many  will  revolt  at  this,  but  evidence 
is  in  our  hands  to  prove  the  lamentable  truth  of  the 
horrid  practice  in  Polynesia,  as  late  as  1834. 

[ Pittsburgh  Jdvocate. 

INTERESTING  JURY  TRIAL. 

From  the  Glasgow  Chronicle  of  Jlvg.  2. 

Law  of  Insurance.  Hercules  insurance  company 
of  Scotland,  and  Robert  Salmond,  their  agent  in 
Glasgow,  against  John  Hunter,  merchant  in  John- 
stone, and  his  trustees. 

This  ease  came  on  to  be  tried  before  the  honora- 
ble lord  Moncrieff  and  a jury,  on  Tuesday,  26th 
July,  at  ten  o’clock.  The  case  for  the  purpose  was 
closed  about  half-past  eight,  when  the  court  ad- 
journed till  next  morning  at  nine  o’clock.  The 
case  of  the  defender,  the  reply  of  the  pursuer,  and 
the  summing  up  bv  the  presiding  judge,  wrere  con- 
cluded about  12  o’clock  on  Wednesday  night,  and 
the  jury  returned  their  verdict  at  half  past  two  on 
Thursday  morning.  Our  limits  will  not  permit 
any  thing  more  than  a brief  outline  of  the  trial 
which  excited  great  interest. 

Mr.  Hunter,  early  in  the  year  1831,  had  acquired 
the  machinery  in  the  Winford  spinning  mill,  near 
Glasgow,  and  right  to  a lease  of  the  mill  for  about 
T , , . , ...  | fifteen  months,  (the  former  tenant  having  become 

Land  being  at  least  three  readers  in  the  country  to  bankrupt),  at  a sum  under  £200  Immediately 
two  in  the  town.  [Hobarttoim  Gazette.  I upon  this,  he  obtained  from  a person  of  the  name 
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of  William  Montgomery,  who  was  afterwards  em- 
ployed as  his  servant  at  the  mill,  at  the  rate  of  20s. 
a week,  an  offer  of  the  sum  of  £565  for  the  same 
machinery,  to  be  held  apparently  by  him  by  way  of 
lease.  In  the  month  of  April  of  the  same  year, 
Hunter  effected  an  insurance  with  the  Hercules  in- 
surance company  against  fire,  on  this  machinery,  as 
under  lease  to  Montgomery  to  the  extent  of  £600. 

Some  time  after  this,  Hunter  purchased  a quan- 
tity of  old  machinery,  which  had  been  laid  aside  by 
theFerence  spinning  company,  and  also  some  small 
additional  articles  from  other  articles  which  he  fitted 
up  in  the  mill.  The  extent  of  these  purchases  was 
under  £ 200,  and  the  mill  was  not  fully  set  a going 
until  about  the  month  of  October,  1831. 

On  the  27th  of  September  of  that  year,  Mont- 
gomery made  another  offer  for  the  machinery  at  the 
rate  of  13s.  a spindle,  and  amounting  to  £1,450 
10s.  payable  in  ten  years.  On  the  31st  of  October, 
Mr.  Hunter  proposed  to  the  company  to  insure  the 
machinery  to  this  amount,  and,  after  some  corres- 
pondence, Mr.  Salmond,  upon  the  22d  of  that 
month,  wrote  that  he  might  hold  himself  as  so  in- 
sured. On  the  same  night,  the  mill  was  burned  to 
the  ground. 

The  amount  of  the  loss  afterwards  became  the 
subject  of  arbitration,  and  the  arbitrators  found  in 
favor  of  Mr.  Hunter  to  the  amount  insured.  A 
criminal  warrant  was  afterwards  issued,  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  crown,  against  both  Hunter  and  Mont- 
gomery; but  they  were  not  brought  to  trial.  The 
company  brought  an  action  of  reduction  of  the 
award,  and  the  issues  in  that  action  which  now  came 
on  for  trial  were  as  follows: 

1st.  Whether  the  defender  destroyed  the  said  ma- 
chinery, or  caused  the  same  to  be  destroyed  by  fire, 
for  the  purpose  of  defrauding  the  pursuers  of  the 
said  sum  insured  as  aforesaid. 

2d.  Whether  the  said  insurance  was  effected  by 
the  defender  upon  a fraudulent  over- valuation  of 
the  said  machinery,  with  the  intention  of  destroying 
the  same  by  fire. 

A variety  of  documents  were  put  in,  and  a num- 
ber of  witnesses  examined  on  the  part  of  the  pur- 
suers, both  with  regard  to  the  value  and  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  fire.  It  distinctly  ap- 
peared that  the  whole  cost  of  the  original  machine- 
ry, and  of  that  subsequently  acquired,  with  the  ex- 
pense of  repairing  and  fitting  up,  could  not,  by  any 
calculation,  exceed  between,  £400  and  £500.  It 
was  therefore  contended  that  the  over  insurance  to 
so  very  large  an  amount,  especially  considering  the 
fictitious  leases  and  various  other  circumstances  of 
suspicion  disclosed  in  the  evidence,  could  only 
have  been  effected  with  the  view  of  realizing  a 
profit  by  destroying  the  premises. 

The  defender  denied  that  there  was  any  fraud. 
He  called  a number  of  witnesses  who  had  been  pre- 
sent at  the  fire.  He  also  adduced  several  persons 
of  great  respectability,  who  stated  that,  in  their 
opinion,  old  machinery,  when  fitted  up  and  put 
into  working  order,  in  a mill,  might  fairly  be  valu- 
ed at  13s.  per  spindle,  and  was  nearly  as  good  as 
new,  being  capable  of  producing  yarn  equally  good, 
though  at  additional  cost,  and  the  expense  of  oc- 
casional repairs.  It  also  appeared  from  the  evi- 
dence that  a notion  was  pretty  prevalent  in  the 
west  of  Scotland,  that  old  machinery  when  thus 
fitted  up  might  fairly  be  estimated  for  the  purpose 
of  insurance  at  the  value  of  new  machinery,  and 
that  the  insured  would  be  entitled,  in  the  event  of 
fire  to  recover  either  the  amount  of  the  sum  in  the 
policy,  or  to  have  the  mill  fitted  up  with  new  ma- 
chinery in  place  of  the  old. 

Lord  Monerieff,  in  charging  the  jury,  explained 
at  length  the  nature  of  the  contract  of  insurance. 
His  lordship  stated  that  it  was  not  a contract  under 
which  the  party  insured  was  entitled  to  make  a 
wager  or  realize  a profit  in  the  event  of  fire,  but 
that  it  was  merely  a contract  of  indemnity  against 
loss.  Hefurtherobserved  that  the  amount  of  the  loss 
was  to  be  ascertained  by  fixing  the  intrinsic  value 
of  the  articles  distroyed  and  that  the  insured  was 
not  entitled  to  have  old  machinery  replaced  by 
new,  or  to  recover  any  sum  at  which  he  might’es- 
timate  the  machinery,  on  the  notion  entertained  by 
the  witnesses.  His  lordship  then  went  over  the 
whole  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  case  at  great 
length,  stating  to  the  jury  that  they  were  bound, 
while  considering  both  issues,  to  take  into  view 
the  combined  effect  of  the  whole  circumstances  es- 
tablished on  both  sides,  and  adding  that  the  de- 
fender was  entitled  by  law  to  the  presumption  of 
innocence,  and  also  to  the  benefit  of  the  previous 
good  character  which  he  had  established. 

The  jury  returned  the  following  verdict — “Find 
for  the  defenders  on  the  first  issue,  and,  on  the  se- 
sone  issue,  find  that  the  insurance  was  effected  by 
the  defender  upon  a fradulent  over  valuation  of  the 
machinery,  but  not  with  the  intention  of  destroying 
the  same  by  fire. 


Counsel  for  the  insurance  company — The  dean 
of  faculty,  Patrick  Robertson  and  Charles  Neaves, 
esqs.  advocates — Messrs.  G.  &.  \V.  Napier,  W.  S. 
agents  in  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  William  Neilson, 
writer,  agent  in  Glasgow. 

Counsel  for  the  defenders — Duncan  McNeill,  and 
Adam  Anderson,  esqs.  advocates — Mr.  Jas.  Wright, 
W.  S.  agent  in  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  Robt.  Sword, 
writer,  agent  in  Glasgow. 


ELECTIONEERING. 

A very  droll  and  clever  work  is  now  in  course  of 
publication  in  London,  in  monthly  numbers,  edited 
by  the  capital  humorist  who  chooses  to  call  himself 
“Boz,”  and  whose  burlesque  descriptions  of  inci- 
dents and  odd  characters  are  among  the  best  things 
of  the  kind  we  have  ever  read.  The  title  of  the 
work  is  “the  Pickwick  Club  Papers.”  The  fifth 
number,  which  is  the  latest  we  have  seen,  contains 
a “miraculous  circumstance”  that  is  worth  copying, 
as  well  for  its  drollery,  as  for  the  sake  of  the  ex- 
cellent hint  conveyed  in  it,  for  the  benefit  of  poli- 
ticians. It  is  related  by  Sam,  the  coachman,  to 
Mr.  Pickwick,  the  hero  of  the  tale,  being  Sam’s 
father.  [ Commercial  Advertiser. 

“He  drove  a coach  down  here  once;  ’lection  time 
came  on,  and  he  was  engaged  by  vun  party  to  bring 
down  woters  from  London.  Night  afore  he  was  a 
going  to  drive  up,  committee  on  t'other  side  sends 
for  him  quietly,  and  away  he  goes  with  the  messen- 
ger, who  show's  him  in;  large  room — lots  of  genTm’n 
— -heaps  of  papers,  pens  and  ink,  and  all  that  ’ere. 
‘Ah,  Air.  Weller,’  says  the  genTm’n  in  the  chair, 
‘glad  to  see  you,  sir;  how  are  you?’  ‘Werry  well, 
thank’ee,  sir,’  says  my  father;  ‘I  hope  you’re  pretty 
middlin’,’  says  he,  ‘Pretty  well,  thank’ee,  sir,’ 
says  the  genTm’n;  ‘sit  down,  Mr.  Weller — pray 
sit  down,  sir.’  So  my  father  sits  down,  and  he  and 
the  genTm’n  looks  werry  hard  at  each  other.  ‘You 
don’t  remember  me?’  says  the  genTm’n.  ‘Can’t 
say  I do,’  says  my  father.  ‘Oh,  I know  you,’  says 
the  genTm’n;  ‘know’d  you  ven  you  was  a boy,’ 
says  he.  ‘Well,  I don’t  remember  you,’  says  my 
father.  ‘That’s  werry  odd,’  says  the  genTm’n. — 
‘Werry,’  says  my  father.  ‘You  must  have  a bad 
mem’ry,  Mr.  Weller,’  says  the  genTm’n.  ‘Well, 
it  is  a werry  bad  ’un,’  says  my  father.  ‘I  thought 
so,’  says  the  gen’l’m’n.  So  then  they  pours  him  out  a 
glass  o’  wine,  and  gammons  him  about  his  driving, 
and  gets  him  into  a reg’lar  good  humor,  and  at  last 
shoves  a twenty  pound  note  in  his  hand.  ‘It’s  a 
werry  bad  road  between  this  and  London,’  says  the 
gen’l’m’n.  ‘Here  and  there  it  is  a werry  heavy 
road,’  says  my  father.  ‘ ’Specially  near  the  canal, 
I think,’  says  the  gen’lm’n.  ‘Nasty  bit,  that  ’ere,’ 
sa}rs  my  father.  ‘Well,  Mr.  Weller,’  says  the 
gen’l’m’n,  ‘you’re  a werry  good  whip,  and  can  do 
what  you  like  with  your  horses,  we  known  We’re 
all  werry  fond  o’  you,  Mr.  Weller,  so  in  case  you 
should  have  an  accident  when  you’re  bringing  them 
'ere  woters  down,  and  should  tip  ’em  over  into  the 
canal  vithout  hurtin’  ’em,  this  is  for  yourself,’  says 
he.  ‘Gen’l’m’n,  you’re  werry  kind,’  says  my  father, 
‘and  I’ll  drink  your  health  in  another  glass  o’ wine,’ 
says  he;  vich  he  did,  and  then  buttons  up  the  money, 
and  bows  himself  out.  ‘You  vouldn’t  believe,  sir,’ 
continued  Sam,  with  a look  of  inexpressible  im- 
pudence at  his  master,  ‘that  on  the  werry  day  as  he 
came  down  with  them  woters,  his  coach  was  upset 
on  that  ’ere  werry  spot,  and  ev’ry  man  on  ’em  was 
turned  into  the  canal.’  ‘And  got  out  again?’  in- 
quired Mr.  Pickwick,  hastily.  ‘Why,’  replied 
Sam,  very  slowly,  ‘I  rather  think  one  old  gen’l’m’n 
was  missin’;  I know  his  hat  was  found,  but  I a’n’t 
quite  certain  whether  his  head  was  in  it  or  not. — 
But  w'hat  I look  at,  is  the  hex-tra-ordinary  and  won- 
derful coincidence,  that  arter  what  that  genTm’n 
said,  my  father’s  coach  should  be  upset  in  that  werry 
place,  and  that  werry  day!’  ‘It  is,  no  doubt,  a 
werry  extraordinary  circumstance,  indeed,’  said  Mr. 
Pickwick.” 


CIRCUIT  COURT. 

New  York,  Sept.  27. 

Before  judge  Edwards. 

Nathaniel  Carpenter  vs.  Merrill  Coburn.  The 
plaintiff  in  this  suit  is  collector  to  the  Daily  Adver- 
tiser of  this  city;  the  defendant,  a postmaster,  in 
Jefferson  county,  in  this  state.  The  action  was  for 
damages  for  a libel.  The  case  was  given  to  the 
jury  on  Tuesday  evening,  with  instructions  to 
bring  in  a sealed  verdict  in  the  morning.  It  ap- 
peared that  the  plaintiff,  in  his  capacity  of  collector 
for  the  above  paper,  had  a suit,  some  time  since, 
with  the  defendant,  for  the  recovery  of  the  amount 
of  a year  or  two’s  subscription  to  the  Advertiser, 
which  paper  had  been  refused  by  a subscriber  sup- 
plied through  the  defendant’s  office,  but  of  which 
refusal  defendant  neglected  to  give  the  publishers 
the  notice  required  by  law,  and  retained  the  papers 
for  his  own  U3e.  On  the  trial  of  that  suit,  the 


plaintiff  made  a deposition  which  the  defendant 
subsequently  reported  to  be  a perjury;  and  for 
which  he  obtained  the  indictment  of  the  plaintiff 
by  a grand  jury  of  Jefferson  county;  but  the  dis- 
trict attorney,  deeming  the  indictment  not  sustain- 
ed by  the  evidence  upon  which  it  was  found,  en- 
tered a nolle  prosequi  in  the  case.  The  present 
suit  was  laid  on  that  proceeding  of  the  defendant, 
and  the  charge  of  perjury  publicly  made  by  him 
against  the  plaintiff.  It  was  contended,  on  the  de- 
fence, that  the  first  suit  against  defendant  was  a 
malicious  prosecution,  as  was  evident  from  asser- 
tions made  at  the  time  by  tile  plaintiff,  to  the  effect 
that  he  “would  make  an  example  of  this  Jackson 
postmaster;”  and  that  “it  would  have  a good  effect 
just  before  election” — an  election  being  about  to 
be  held;  moreover,  that  the  defendant  acted  in 
good  faith  in  procuring  plaintiff’s  indictment  for 
the  alleged  perjury,  of  which  he  honestly  believed 
him  to  be  guilty.  The  jury,  however,  deeming  the 
defence  set  up  inadequate  to  a justification,  yester- 
day morning  brought  in  a sealed  verdict  in  favor  of 
the  plaintiff',  350  dollars  damages  and  6 cents  cost. 

[ Times. 


LETTER  FROM  GEN.  HARRISON. 

Richmond.  September  loth,  1836. 

Dear  sir:  Your  political  opponents  in  the  state 
of  Maryland  have,  for  some  time,  been  actively 
urging  against  you  a new  charge,  that  of  selling 
white  men,  which  probably  had  no  inconsiderable 
effect  in  fhe  recent  elections  in  that  state,  and  which 
is  evidently  much  relied  upon  to  influence  the  ap- 
proaching elections  throughout  the  United  States. 
I enclose  you  a paper  (the  Baltimore  Republican) 
containing  the  charge  in  full;  and  I beg  of  you,  as 
an  act  of  justice  to  yourself  and  your  friends, to  enable 
me  to  refute  a charge  against  the  uniform  tenor  of 
your  life,  which,  I am  well  aware,  has  been  replete 
with  instances  of  distinguished  private  liberality 
and  public  sacrifice. 

With  the  highest  respect,  I have  the  honor  to  be 
your  fellow  citizen,  JOHN  H.  PLEASANTS. 

Gen.  Wm.  H.  Harrison. 

Richmond,  Sept.  15,  1S36. 

Dear  Sir:  I acknowdedge  the  receipt  of  your 
favor  of  this  date.  I have  before  heard  the  accusa- 
tion to  which  it  refers.  On  my  way  hither,  I met 
yesterday  w’ith  a young  gentleman  of  Maryland, 
who  informed  me  that  a vote  of  mine  in  the  senate  of 
Ohio  had  been  published,  in  favor  of  a law  to  sell 
persons  imprisoned  under  a judgment  for  debt  for  a 
term  of  years,  if  unable  otherwise  to  discharge  the 
execution.  I did  not  for  a moment  hesitate  to  de- 
clare that  I had  never  given  any  such  vote,  and 
that  if  a vote  of  that  description  had  been  published 
and  ascribed  to  me, it  w7as  an  infamous  forggry.  Such 
an  act  would  have  been  repugnant  to  my  feelings, 
and  in  direct  conflict  with  my  opinions,  public  and 
private,  through  the  whole  course  of  my  life.  No 
such  proposition  was  ever  submitted  to  the  legisla- 
ture of  Ohio — none  such  would  for  a moment  have 
been  entertained — nor  would  any  son  of  hers  have 
dared  to  propose  it. 

So  far  from  being  willing  to  sell  men  for  debts 
which  they  are  unable  to  discharge,  1 am,  and  ever 
have  been  opposed  to  all  imprisonment  for  debt. — 
Fortunately,  I have  it  in  any  power  to  show  that 
such  has  been  my  established  opinion,  and  that,  in 
a public  capacity,  I avowed  and  acted  upon  it. — 
Will  those  who  have  preferred  the  unfounded  and 
malicious  accusation  refer  to  the  journals  of  the 
senate  of  the  United  States,  2d  session,  19th  con- 
gress, page  325 — it  will  there  be  seen  that  I was 
one  of  the  committee  which  reported  a bill  to  abolish 
imprisonment  for  debt.  When  the  bill  was  before 
the  senate,  I advocated  its  adoption,  and  on  its  pas- 
sage voted  in  its  favor.  See  senate  journal,  1st 
sessioiq  20th  congress,  pages  101  and  102. 

It  is  not  a little  remarkable,  that,  if  the  effort  I 
am  accused  of  having  made  to  subject  men  to  sale 
for  the  non-payment  of  their  debts  had  been  suc- 
cessful, I might,  from  the  state  of  my  pecuniary 
circumstances  at  the  time,  have  been  the  first 
victim.  1 repeat,  the  charge  is  a vile  calumny. — 
At  no  period  of  my  life  would  I have  consented  to 
subject  the  poor  and  unfortunate  to  such  a degra- 
dation; nor  nave  omitted  to  exert  myself  in  their 
behalf,  against  such  an  attempt  to  oppress  them. 

It  is  sought  to  support  the  charge  by  means  of 
garbled  extracts  from  the  journals  of  the  senate  of 
Ohio.  The  section  of  the  bill  which  is  employed 
for  that  purpose;  had  no  manner  of  reference  to 
the  relation  of  creditor  and  debtor,  and  could  not 
by  possibility  subject  the  debtor  to  the  control  of 
his  creditor.  None  know  better  than  the  authors 
of  the  calumny,  that  the  alleged  section  is  utterly 
at  variance  with  the  charge  which  it  is  attempted 
to  found  upon  it,  and  that  so  f ir  from  a proposition 
to  invest  a creditor  with  power  over  the  liberty  of 
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his  debtor,  it  had  respect  only  to  the  mode  of 
public  offenders,  who  had  been  found  guilty  by  a 
jury  of  their  fellow  citizens,  of  some  crime  against 
the  laws  of  their  state.  That  was  exclusively  the 
import  and  design  of  the  section  of  the  bill,  upon 
the  motion  to  strike  out  which,  I voted  in  the  ne- 
gative. So  you  perceive,  that  in  place  of  voting  to 
enlarge  the  power  of  creditors,  the  vote  which  I 
gave  concerned  alone  the  treatment  of  malefactors, 
convicted  of  crimes  against  the  public. 

I would  extend  this  letter  to  an  inconvenient 
length  to  go  fully  into  the  reasons  which  led  me  at 
the  time  to  an  opinion  in  favor  of  the  proposed 
treatment  of  that  class  of  olfenders,  who  would  have 
fallen  within  its  operation,  nor  is  such  an  expose 
called  lor.  The  measure  was  by  no  means  a no- 
velty in  other  parts  of  the  country.  In  the  state  of 
Delaware  there  is  an  act  in  force,  in  similar  words 
with  the  section  of  the  bill  before  the  Ohio  senate, 
which  has  been  made  of  late  the  pretext  of  such 
insidious  invective.  Laws,  with  somewhat  similar 
provisions,  may  probably  be  found  in  many  of 
the  states.  In  practice  the  measure  would  have 
meliorated  the  condition  of  those  who  were  under 
condemnation.  As  the  law  stood,  they  were  liable 
under  the  sentence  to  confinement  in  the  common 
jail,  where  olfenders  of  various  degrees  of  profliga- 
cy— of  different  ages,  sex  and  color — were  crowd- 
ed together.  Under  such  circumstances,  it  is  ob- 
vious that  the  bad  must  become  worse,  whilst  re- 
formation could  hardly  be  expected  in  respect  to 
any.  The  youthful  offender,  It  might  be  hoped, 
would  be  reclaimed,  under  the  operation  of  the  pro- 
posed system;  but  there  was  great  reason  to  fear 
his  still  greater  corruption  amid  the  contagion  of  a 
common  receptacle  of  vice.  Besides,  the  proposed 
amendment  of  the  law  presupposed  that  the  de- 
linquent was  in  confinement  for  the  non-payment 
of  a fine  and  costs  of  prosecution,  (the  payment  of 
which  was  a part  of  the  sentence) — it  seemed, 
therefore,  humane,  in  respect  to  the  offender,  to 
relieve  him  from  confinement  which  deprived  him 
of  the  means  of  discharging  the  penalty,  and  to 
place  him  in  a situation  in  which  he  might  work 
out  his  deliverance,  even  at  the  loss,  for  a time,  of 
his  personal  liberty. 

But  I forbear  to  go  farther  into  the  reasons  which 
led  me  sixteen  years  ago,  as  a member  of  the  Ohio 
senate,  to  entertain  a favorable  opinion  of  an  altera- 
tion, which  was  proposed  in  the  criminal  police  of 
the  state.  It  is  certain  that  neither  in  respect  to 
myself,  nor  those  who  concurred  with  me,  was  the 
opinion  at  the  time  considered  as  the  result  of  un- 
friendly bias  towards  the  poor  or  unfortunate.  Nay, 
the  least  objection  which  I could  have  anticipated, 
even  from  the  eager  and  reckless  desires  to  assail 
me,  was  a charge  of  unfriendliness  to  the  humble 
and  poor  of  the  community. 

I am,  my  dear  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  hum- 
ble servant,  WM.  H.  HARRISON. 

J.  H.  Pleasants,  esq. 


“REFORM  OR  REVOLUTION”  IN  MARY- 
LAND. 

On  Thursday  evening  the  29th  ult.  “the  largest 
meeting  of  the  mechanics  and  workingmen  ever 
convened  in  the  city  of  Baltimore”  was  held  in  Mo- 
nument square,  “to  take  into  consideration  the 
present  interesting  aspect  of  the  political  affairs  of 
the  state  of  Maryland,  as  they  regard  the  conduct  of 
the  nineteen  electors  and  a reform  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  state.” 

The  meeting  was  organized  by  John  B.  Seidcn- 
striclcer , who  after  making  a few  prefatory  re- 
marks stating  the  cause  of  the  call  and  the  object  of 
the  meeting  nominated  the  following  gentlemen  as 
suitable  officers  to  preside  over  its  deliberations, 
who  were  unanimously  elected. 

Richard  Marley,  president;  John  Hays,  Joseph 
Latty,  John  Soran,  Richard  Lilly,  A.  I.  W.  Jack- 
son,  William  Clagetf,  James  Roach,  John  Potter, 
jr.  J.  J.  Johnson,  Philip  Kehoe,  George  Johnson, 
John  W.  Niles,  John  Carroll,  vice  presidents;  An- 
drew Martin,  George  Grape,  Hamlett  Duvall,  se- 
cretaries. 

After  the  meeting  was  thus  organized,  it  was  ad- 
dressed by  Messrs.  Gallagher  and  Ilayman  in  a 
manner  which  by  the  applause  they  received,  seem- 
ed to  meet  the  entire  approbation  of  the  people, 
after  which  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions 
were  offered  by  John  C.  Legrund,  accompanied  by ; 
a very  suitable  address  upon  the  great  and  import- 
ant subject  of  reform,  and  unanimously  adopted: 

. Whereas,  The  form  of  a republican  government 
is  intended  to  be  for  the  equal  distribution  of  all  its 
burdens  and  benefits — and  the  protection  of  the 
equal  rights  and  privileges  of  the  people — And 
whereas,  the  existing  constitution  of  Maryland  does 
not  answer  such  intention,  inasmuch  as  the  very 
first  principles  of  such  a government  are  violated 
by  an  arbitrary  system  of  representation — by  a 


want  of  just  responsibility  in  the  executive  and 
legislative  departments — by  a life  tenure  in  certain 
offices — and  by  the  various  abuses  necessarily  grow- 
ing out  of  these  anti-republican  corruptions.  The 
governor  being  a mere  creature  of  the  legislature, 
and  removed  entirely  from  any  immediate  respon- 
sibility to  the  people  whose  agent  he  is.  The  le- 
gislature itself  in  one  branch  being  one  of  the  most 
aristocratic  bodies  in  the  union,  elected  as  it  is  by 
agents  who  in  no  way  represent  the  view  of  the 
people  and  endowed  with  a self-creating  power  to 
fill  its  own  vacancies  for  five  years  and  judging  at 
the  same  time  of  the  qualifications  of  its  own  mem- 
bers. The  other  branch,  the  house  of  delegates 
being  based  upon  no  equal  ratio — a white  popula- 
tion of  80,000  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  being  re- 
presented by  two  delegates — while  a like  popula- 
tion of  8,000  in  Calvert  county  are  represented  by 
four  delegates.  And  further,  the  executive  power 
being  fashioned  by  an  odious  political  machinery 
under  the  title  of  a council,  which  is  totally  irres- 
ponsible to  the  people,  and  shielding  all  its  acts  by 
a secrecy  as  impenetrable  as  that  of  the  inquisition. 
And  again,  in  direct  violation  of  the  principles  of 
an  equal  government,  certain  offices  being  made 
lucrative  monopolies  by  a life  possession  which  is 
as  gross  an  infringement  upon  the  rights  of  the 
people  as  it  is  upon  the  republican  doctrine  of  ro- 
tation— 

And  whereas,  These  and  many  more  like  griev- 
ances demand  to  be  reformed;  And  whereas  petition 
after  petition — and  attempt  upon  attempt  have  been 
made  at  various  times  to  remedy  these  evils,  but 
with  no  other  effect  than  to  be  treated  with  scorn 
and  contempt  by  a legislature  holding  its  power, 
not  from  the  majority  of  the  people  of  Maryland, 
but  through  the  infamous  system  of  representation 
above  adverted  to;  And  whereas,  the  reliance  of 
these  minority  representatives  is  placed  in  the  se- 
curity of  a constitution  which  requires  a concur- 
rent act  of  two  successive  legislatures — which  con- 
current act  is  made  at  the  same  time  a means  of 
deluding  the  people  by  promises  of  reform,  which, 
if  fulfilled  by  one  legislature,  are  only  so  fulfilled 
upon  a safe  repose  that  the  act  will  be  rejected  at 
the  succeeding  session. 

And  whereas,  The  people  of  this  state  with  pro- 
verbial patience  have  endured  for  years  the  griev- 
ances here  recited,  preferring,  as  good  citizens,  ra- 
ther thus  to  suffer  than  at  once  to  abolish  the  form 
of  the  existing  constitution  sanctioned  by  time  and 
the  authority  of  names  entitled  to  the  deepest  vene- 
ration of  every  citizen  of  Maryland; — and  whereas, 
the  time  has  now  arrived  when  the  people  are  no  I 
longer  to  be  cajoled  by  promises  and  professions, 
made  only  to  deceive — nor  are  they  any  longer  wil- 
ling to  sacrifice  their  self-respect,  nor  their  own  nor 
their  children’s  rights,  to  the  mere  sentiment  of  ve- 
neration of  a time-worn  constitution,  and  a respect 
for  the  names  of  its  ancient  framers. 

And  whereas,  The  power  to  amend,  change  or 
abolish  the  constitution  is  inherent  in  the  people, 
and  any  vested  delegation  of  authority  to  a legisla- 
ture is  no  relinquishment  of  the  sovereignty  of  the 
people  so  to  alter,  amend  or  abolish  the  constitution 
in  any  manner  and  at  any  time,  as  may  to  them  seem 
most  fitting:  and  whereas,  the  ciy  of  “constitutional 
reform”  is  a mere  catch-word  intended  to  delnde, 
and  meaning,  even  in  honesty,  nothing  more  than 
the  concurrent  acts  of  two  legislatures  above  re- 
ferred to,  which  past  experience  has  proved  carries 
with  it  not  the  least  prospect  that  the  demands  of 
the  people  will  ever  be  gratified,  inasmuch  as  the 
act  of  one  legislature  gives  no  pledge,  nor  can  it  af- 
ford any  security,  that” the  next  succeeding  legisla- 
ture will  carry  such  act  iuto  effect:  and  whereas, 
under  all  these  circumstances,  there  appears  to  be 
but  one  safe  and  certain  mode  of  obtaining  redress 
of  these  grievances:  and  whereas,  in  the  words  of 
our  sacreu  charter  of  independence,  it  is  the  right 
of  the  people — “it  is  their  duty,  to  throw  off  such 
government,  and  to  provide  new  guards  to  theirfu- 
ture  security:”  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  existing  constitution  of  Mary- 
land is  a blot  upon  the  principles  of  republicanism, 
and  unworthy  the  respect  of  any  American  citizen. 

Resolved,  That  the  constitution  is  the  act  of  limi- 
tation of  the  people  upon-  their  agents;  and  that  the 
inalienable  right  to  annul  or  abolish  this  act  has 
never  been  relinquished  by  the  people. 

Resolved,  That  the  present  is  a propitious  time 
for  annulling  or  abolishing  the  existing  consti- 
tution. and  providing  a new  one  more  consistent 
with  the  principles  of  republicanism,  and  affording 
a better  security  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
whole  people. 

Resolved,  That  a reform  of  the  constitution  is  a 
peaceable  revolution  to  be  deprecated  only  by  a 
power-loving  aristocracy  and  grasping  monopolists; 
that  such  revolution  is  not  anarchy — nor  are  the 
friendsof  such  revolution  either  jacobins  ordestruc- 1 


tives;  and  we  hurl  back  these  epithets  with  indig- 
nation into  the  teeth  of  the  panic  makers  who  have 
so  insolently  applied  them  to  the  reform  party  of 
Maryland. 

Resolved,  That  we  highly  approve  of  the  course 
adopted  by  the  nineteen  electors,  who,  representing 
a white  population  of  over  two  hundred  thousand 
souls,  refused  to  meet,  under  the  circumstances  de- 
tailed in  their  address  to  the  people,  the  twenty-one 
electors  who  have  an  accidental  majority  in  the 
college,  while  they  only  represent  a lean  minority 
of  some  eighty  thousand  souls. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  that  confidence  in  the 
people  of  Maryland  as  to  believe  that  the  said  re- 
fusal will  meet  with  their  hearty  approbation,  and 
be  unanimously  supported,  in  spite  of  threats, 
alarms,  solicitations,  or  any  other  means  that  may 
be  adopted  by  the  office-holding  alarmists  or  the 
power-loving  panic  makers. 

Resolved,  That  the  address  adopted  at  Monument 
square,  on  Monday,  the  26th  of  September,  and 
signed  by  Wm,  McDonald  as  president,  and  others 
as  vice  presidents,  and  secretaries — is  a gross  libel 
upon  the  workingmen  of  Baltimore.  Inasmuch  as 
it  is  a covert  attack  upon  the  good  sense,  the  inde- 
pendence and  interest  of  the  workingman — charg- 
ing upon  the  friends  of  reform,  the  making  of  “base 
appeals  to  envy,  to  excite  discord  in  the  relations  of 
employer  and  employed,  and  to  make  these  relations 
of  mutual  benefit  and  protection,  sources  of  social 
strife.”  Thus  attempting  to  impute  to  the  working- 
man, a wrant  of  right  reason,  in  being  a friend  of  state 
reform,  only  by  the  operation  of  appeals  to  his  feel- 
ings of  “envy” — ana  thereby  implying,  with  true 
aristocratic  presumption,  that  he  is  not  capable  of 
coming  to  a conclusion  in  the  matter  by  the  sole  aid  of 
his  owm  judgment!  That  base  attempt,  too,  which 
is  made  to  rouse  a proscriptive  spirit  on  the  pai  t of 
the  employer,  is  deserving  of  the  deepest  execra- 
tion. By  a cunningly  devised  insinuation,  it  is 
said  that  the  attempt  is  made  to  excite  discord  in 
the  relations  of  the  employer  and  the  employed;  thus 
inviting  a retaliation  by  which  the  employed  work- 
ingman, it  is  hoped,  may  be  driven  into  opposition 
to  all  effectual  reform  measures.  We  solemnly 
disclaim  having  ever  been  moved  to  make  the  rela- 
tion of  the  employer  and  the  employed,  a source  of 
social  strife.  We  know'  of  no  connection  between 
the  question  of  state  reform  and  this  relation — a re- 
lation at  least  of  as  much  interest  to  us,  our  wives 
and  children,  as  is  that  between  the  tenure  of  office 
and  the  refining  consequences  of  reform:  and  wor- 
thy of  as  much  watchfulness  in  keeping  this  rela- 
tion unimpaired.  This  attempt,  therefore,  to  pro- 
duce alarm  on  the  part  of  the  employers,  is  as  heart- 
less as  it  is  infamous. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  too  much  confidence  in 
the  good  sense  and  patriotism  of  the  employers,  to 
believe  for  one  moment,  that  this  diabolical  endea- 
vor to  breed  discord  between  the  workingman  and 
the  employer,  will  meet  with  any  other  attention 
than  the  contempt  which  its  baseness  deserves. — 
Peace,  order  and  general  prosperity,  are  as  desira- 
ble to  ns,  as  to  any  other  class  of  citizens.  Onr  de- 
mand for  just  political  rights,  is  neither  jacobinism 
nor  Robespiereism.  The  constitution  of  Maryland 
is  no  security  for  these  rights; — as  men,  therefore — 
as  freemen — as  American  citizens,  we  nowT  make  a 
claim  of  these  right,  and  believing  Id  the  sovereign  • 
tv  of  the  people,  and  conceding  nothing  to  a mere 
delegated  power,  when  that  power,  as  it  has  been 
unwisely  exercised  by  faithless  agents,  we  of  right 
may,  and  do  recall  it  into  our  ow  n hands — choosing 
a convention,  rather  than  a legislature,  to  give  us  a 
pure  and  republican  constitution. 

Resolved,  That  whereas  the  opponents  of  reform 
have,  in  town  meeting  assembled,  recommended  to 
their  friends  to  discontinue  all  business  on  the  day 
of  the  election,  with  the  view  of  promoting  their 
views — Therefore,  be  it  recommenced  to  the  work- 
ingmen of  this  city,  favorable  to  reform,  to  refrain 
from  all  business  on  Monday  next,  and  at  the  poll!* 
exert  themselves  to  promote  the  success  of  the 
cguse  of  human  rights  and  reform  of  the  constitu- 
tion. RICHARD  MARLEY,  president. 

John  Hays, 

Joseph  Latty, 

John  Soran, 

Richard  Lilly, 

A.  I.  W.  Jackson, 

~\Vm.  Clagett, 

James  Roach,  }vic(  presidents.. 
John  Potter,  jr. 

J.  J.  Johnson, 

Phtlip  Kehoe, 

Geo.  Johnson, 

John  W.  Niles,  I 
John  Carroll,  J 
Andrew  Martin,  j 
George  Grape,  S secretaries 
Hamlett  Duvall,  j 
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Jewish  disabilities.  A decree  lias  just  been  promul- 
gated at  Warsaw,  forbidding  tbe  Jews  to  use  the  bap- 
tismal names  of  Christians  as  their  first  names.  I be 
ground  alleged  is,  that  the  police  may  have  better 
means  of  surveillance  over  them. 

Statistics  of  JYuples.  Tbe  Journal  of  the  1 wo 
Sicilies  published  tbe  following  census  of  the  popu- 
lation of  Naples  for  1835,  drawn  up  in  consequence 
of  an  order  of  the  police  ministers: — The  population 
of  Naples  on  tbe  1st  of  January,  1835,  amounted  to 
355,386  inhabitants!  on  the  1st  of  January,  1836,  it 
was  35/, 283, of  whom  166,727  were  males,  and  190,556 
females;  the  increase  was  accordingly  1,897  indivi- 
duals. In  1835,  there  were  in  Naples  14 centenaries, 

2 men  and  12  women,  three  of  whom  were  105  years 
old.  31  individuals  hail  committed  suicide  in  the 
course  of  that  year.  The  population  was  divided  as 
follows — 6,843  civil  and  1,151  military  officers,  2,206 
belonging  to  public  instruction,  3,096  lawyers,  1,420 
physicians  and  surgeons,  1,022  merchants,  1,277  ar- 
tists and  105,355  mechanics,  laborers,  &c. 

Death  of  Sgricci.  The  famous  improvisatore 
Sgricci,  died  lately  at  Florence.  He  was  the  most 
celebrated  of  that  class  ol  poets  in  Tuscany,  perhaps 
in  Italy,  and  had  cultivated  bis  peculiar  talent  with 
much  assiduity  and  enthusiasm.  He  would  declaim 
a regular  extempore  tragedy  ort  any  givsn  subject 
whatever,  dividing  it. into  tbe  proper  number  of  acts, 
distributing  the  action  among  a due  number  of  per- 
sonages and  giving  to  the  piece  a connected  plot,  with 
all  the  necessary  gradual  increase  ot  interest  until  the 
catastrophe.  This  be  did  with  as  much  apparent 
ease  as  an  advocate  in  one  of  our  courts  after  the  tes- 
timony in  a cause  is  heard,  makes  an  address  to  the 
jury.  Sgricci  at  one  time  visited  Paris,  where  bis  ta- 
lents were  tbe  subject  ot  much  admiration  anti  aston- 
ishment. 

A party  of  Englishmen  lately  undertook,  in  a wager, 
to  make  the  tour  of  France  nr  water.  They  look 
the  Languedoc  canal  from  Bourdeaux  to  the  Medi- 
teranean  and  continued  their  course  up  the  Rhone, 
till  at  Mulbaus,  they  discovered  that  the  canal  was 
too  shallow'  to  admit  the  yatch.  Under  this  embar- 
rassment they  adopted  an  expedient  which  even  Yan- 
kee ingenuity  could  not  have  surpassed.  The  yatch 
was  embarked  in  one  of  tbe  canal  boats,  and  the  ad- 
venturers without  ever  quilting  their  quarters  on  board 
of  her,  were  comfortably  transported  to  the  Rhine, 
where  they  will  proceed  on  their  voyage. 

“ What's  in  a name?”  The  clerks  in  the  English 
post  office  are  ingenious  at  detecting  letters  written 
with  invisible  ink  on  the  covers  of  newspapers,  and 
such  like  methods  of  avoiding  the  payment  of  postage, 
but  there  is  a class  of  expedients  which  puts  their  in- 
genuity at  fault — that  of  making  tile  letter  a part  of  the 
name  of  the  person  addressed.  A person  wanted  to 
let  a friend  in  Dublin  know  that  a shawl  and  letter 
sent  by  him  had  been  received,  and  for  this  purpose 
directed  a newspaper  to  William  Shawl-saje  Got  let- 
ter Hum  by,  esq.  which,  as  it  might  or  might  not  be  a 
name,  could  not  be  charged. 

Prince  Louis  Napoleon,  son  of  the  ex-king  of  Hol- 
land, lately  presented  a magnificent  standard  to  the 
society  of  Carbineers,  of  Ermalingen,  in  Sw  itzerland, 
of  which  he  is  president. 

We  do  not  know  what  our  stage  contractors  and 
steamboat  owners  would  say  if  every  loss  of  life 
from  mismanagement  and  carelessness  was  accompa- 
nied by  as  heavy  a penalty  as  that  related  in  the  fol- 
lowing: 

An  administrator  of  the  diligences  has  been  con- 
demned to  pay  15,000  fr.  damages  to  a traveller  who 
was  injured  by  the  upsetting  of  a diligence  between 
Provins  and  Paris. 

The  statue  of  Alexander  placed  in  the  Tuilleries,  is 
represented  as  being  uncommonly  beautiful.  Guards 
are  compelled  to  be  stationed  over  it  inconsequence 
of  the  immense  multitude  who  are  constantly  throng- 
ing to  see  it.  It  is  by  ,VI.  Nanteuil,  and  rests  on  the 
pedestal  where  the  Prometheus  formerly  stootl.  The 
hero  has  on  a Macedonian  helmet,  is  armed  with  a 
dagger  and  buckler,  is  wounded  on  the  right  side,  and 
has  fallen  on  his  knees  in  a defensive  attitude. 

A cargo  of  ice  and  apples  had  arrived  at  Calcutta 
from  Boston  in  excellent  condition,  and  was  sold  at 
a very  handsome  profit. 

Scavengers.  A correspondent  of  the  London  Morn- 
ing Chronicle  gives  the  following  singular  fact,  which 
beats  all  the  changes  this  side  the  Atlantic.  Scaven- 
gers at  this  pay  would  soon  be  as  rich  as  the  richest 
nabobs  in  the  land.  Says  the  correspondent,  “the 
parish  ol  S\  Andrew,  London,  formerly  paid  a sca- 
venger £400  a year  for  cleaning  their  streets,  which 
after  some  time  being  thought  loo  much,  the  person 
engaged  to  do  it  for  £300,  then  for  £200,  for  £100, 
and  finally  for  iiothing.  The  parish  afterwards  con- 
tracted with  a pe-son  who  gave  them  £200,  then  £400, 
and  now  they  actmlly  receive  £700  a year  for  the  soil 
of  their  streets.  Some  years  ago  the  vestry'  of  Mary- 
la-bontie  parish  paid  a Mr.  Harper  the  annual  sum  of 
£500  for  that  servile:  then  £300  was  given,  and  so 


on.  At  this  moment,  however,  instead  of  paying  any 
thing,  the  vestry  yearly  receive  from  their  scavenger 
£1,700. 

fleet- root  sugar.  A manufacturer  by  the  name  of 
Cocherill,  at  Seracing,  is  now  preparing  twenty-seven 
steam  engines  for  manufactories  of  beet-root  sugar,  and 
thirty  steam  carriages  for  rail  roads,  all  for  Russia. 

The  tea  trade  in  London.  The  delivery  in  a single 
week  amounted  to  the  immense  quantity  of  8,654,200 
lbs.;  being  equal  to  one  quarter’s  consumption.  This 
great  clearance  is  ow  ing  to  the  expiration  of  the  time, 
tor  paying  the  Is.  Oil.  per  lb.  duty  on  Boliea  teas. 

Great  seizure  of  smuggled  goods.  The  Journal  of 
Verniers  of  the  4th  of  August  says,  “An  important 
seizure  has  been  made  at  VVeert,  in  the  province  of 
Limburg,  of  25  bales  of  English  manufactured  goods, 
(white  calicoes),  measuring  4,300  yards,  and  valued 
at  5,079  francs,  which  a band  ol  25  smugglers  import- 
ed on  the  night  of  the  8th  July  from  Holland  into  this 
country.” 

Sheep  in  Hungary  and  Transylvania.  Great  ef- 
forts are  now  making  to  improve  the  breed  ot  sheep 
in  Hungary  and  Transylvania,  and  large  Hocks  have 
this  year  been  purchased  in  Saxony,  and  conveyed  to 
those  two  countries,  which  will  soon  contribute  a 
large  and  additional  supply  of  wool  for  the  manufac- 
turers of  Europe. 

A reward  not  enviable.  By  a singular  oversight, 
tbe  English  law  imposing  penalties  upon  persons 
found  guilty  of  making  false  entries  in  parish  register 
books,  provides  that  such  persons  shall  be  adjudged 
guilty  of  felony,  and  transported  for  14  years.  One 
half  of  the  penally,  levied  in  pursuance  of  this  act 
shall  go  to  the  person  who  shall  inform  or  sue  for  the 
same.  Consequently  the  informer  woultl  be  entitled 
to  seven  years'  transportation. 

Amusing.  The  emperor  of  Russia  has  been  pleas- 
ed to  allow  the  inhabitants  of  Bessarabia  to  use  the 
Moldavian  language,  as  well  as  the  Russian,  in  all  le- 
gal documents  for  seven  years,  and,  after  that  time, 
the  Russian  language  only  is  to  be  adopted. 

The  late  ancient  tax  called  personal  servitude,  im- 
posed on  the  people  in  the  island  of  Sardinia,  for 
working  their  salt  mines,  has  been  abolished. 

Captain  Coffin,  at  Boston,  from  Sumatra,  reports 
that  on  the  7th  of  May,  a severe  gale  was  experienced 
along  tbe  whole  pepper  coast  destroying  many  planta- 
tions and  much  pepper  that  had  been  gathered.  The 
water  was  six  feet  deep  on  the  plantations,  by  which 
many  houses  were  floated  away  and  many  buffaloes 
drowned. 

An  English  gentleman,  at  Paris,  lately  received 
a domiciliary  visit  from  a commissaire  of  police,  who 
had  observed  a telescope  on  the  table  of  the  former, 
and  in  the  exaggerated  apprehensions  of  his  imagina- 
tion, had  mistaken  it  for  an  infernal  machine.  His 
awkward  plight  on  discovering  his  error,  may  be  con- 
ceived better  than  described. 


DOMESTIC  CHRONICLE. 

Icebergs.  A vessel  which  arrived  at  Warren  (R.  I. ) 
from  tbe  Pacific  ocean,  reported  having  fallen  in,  on 
the  lltli  of  June,  with  large  ice  islands,  surrounding 
tbe  ship  and  extending  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach. 
The  numerous  icebergs  looked  like  a city  upon  the 
ocean,  some  of  them  rising  just  above  the  surface  of 
the  water,  while  many  others  rose  to  a great  height  in 
large  masses — here  and  there  was  to  be  seen  one  low- 
ering far  above  the  rest,  presenting  the  appearance  of 
a church  spire  rising  amid  the  houses  ol  a cilv.  Dur- 
ing most  of  the  time,  there  was  a dense  log  which 
rendered  the  situation  of  the  ship  very  perilous. — 
These  icebergs  were  seen  in  latitude  54  S.  longitude 
95  30  W. 

Oswego  and  Utica  rail  road.  $1,087,200  have  been 
subscribed  for  this  road  in  Oswego,  Utica,  Albany 
and  New  York.  The  capital  is  750,000  dollars. — 
This  important  improvement  will,  we  understand,  be 
prosecuted  with  vigor  to  an  early  completion. 

Lead  trade.  A late  number  of  the  Detroit  Adver- 
tiser states  that  the  annual  transportations  from  the 
Mississippi  h ad  mines  to  New  Y'ork,  have  of  late 
vears,  amounted  to  about  14,000,000  lbs.  of  lead. — 
This  year  the  amount  will  not  be  less  than  20,000,000 
lbs.  owing  to  opening  of  die  new  mines  at  Du  Biique 
and  Mineral  Point  in  Wisconsin  territory.  The 
freighting  is  now  done  in. the  Mississippi,  by  the  way 
of  New  Orleans  to  New  York.  The  lead  sells  at  6 
cents  per  pound  in  this  city. 

A petition  is  to  be  presented  to  the  territorial  legis- 
lature ol  Wisconsin,  says  the  Advertiser,  next  month, 
for  authorising  a company  to  build  a rail  road  from 
Mihvaiikie  to  some  eligible  point  on  the  Mississippi, 
and  to  terminate  at  Cassville.  'The  length  will  lie  about 
150  miles.  On  this  rail  road,  it  is  calculated  the  im- 
mense freighting  from  the  mining  district  will  be  done 
and  taken  through  our  lakes  and  the  Erie  canal  to  New 
York,  which  can  be  done  in  less  than  one  quarter  of 
the  time  it  now  takes  by  the  New  Orleans  route. 

Distressing  accident.  We  learn  from  a passenger 
in  the  Home,  lately  arrived,  that  as  that  boat  was 


touching  at  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  having  on  board  presi- 
dent Jackson,  the  inhabitants  endeavored  to  salute  his 
arrival.  By  some  unforeseen  cause,  the  cannon  was 
discharged  prematurely,  and  the  most  shocking  con- 
sequences followed.  Four  persons  were  instantane- 
ously' killed,  and  two  severely  wounded — so  much  so, 
that  there  is  little  hope  of  their  recovery. 

Maine.  Ether  Shepley,  now  U.  States  senator, 
has  been  nominated  by  the  governor  of  Maine  as  as- 
sociate justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  that  stale,  vice 
Albion  K.  Parris,  now  a comptroller  of  the  U.  Stales 
treasuiy. 

A disease  termed  chorbon  is  causing  great  mortali- 
ty among  the  stock  of  Louisiana — some  planters  have 
had  all  their  horses  carried  off"  by  it,  and  in  many  in- 
stances it  has  proved  latal  to  man.  Sulphur,  flour  of 
sulphur  and  brimstone,  it  is  said,  will  effect  a speedy 
cure. 

In  reference  to  the  large  estate  left  in  England  by  a 
Mr.  James  Wood,  tbe  National  Intelligencer  says — 

We  are  informed  that  Mr.  Agg,  of  this  city,  is  one 
of  tbe  nearest  of  kin  of  Mr.  Wood,  and  that  be  lias 
already  placed  bis  claim  for  his  portion  of  the  proper- 
ty in  the  bands  of  an  eminent  solicitor  in  England. — 
The  amount  of  property  proved  is  £l, SOI), 000  ster- 
ling, nearly  ten  millions  of  dollars. 

A canal  is  about  to  be  constructed  in  Ohio,  connect- 
ing tbe  river  Muskingum  w ith  lake  Erie.  Tbe  length 
of  the  work  will  be  119  miles,  and  it  will  pass  over  a 
country  requiring  much  lockage.  The  cost  is  esti- 
mated at  $1,250,000.  In  connection  with  this  work, 
there  will  be  a slack  water  navigation  from  tbe  mouth 
of  the  Muskingum  river  on  the  Ohio  to  the  point  at 
which  the  canal  will  commence. 

Lake  Superior.  We  learn  from  tbe  Albany  Daily 
Advertiser,  that  three  ship  locks  of  seven  feet  lilt 
only,  would  overcome  tbe  falls  of  St.  Mary,  and  open 
tbe  navigation  of  Lake  Superior  to  the  shippers  of 
Buffalo.  The  canal  would  not  be  a mile  in  length, 
and  the  ground  is  favorable  for  the  work.  Sixteen 
hundred  miles  of  coast  navigation  would  be  added  to 
tbe  present  amount.  Vast  tracts  of  valuable  land  will 
be  opened  to  the  public,  and  the  boundless  treasures 
taken  from  tbe  woods,  the  waters  and  the  land,  would 
repay  the  trouble  and  expense  necessary  to  carry  out 
the  project.  One  hundred  thousand  dollars  would 
cover  the  cost  of  tbe  work. 

It  is  said  that  the  country  which  would  lie  opened 
to  commercial  enterprise  by  such  a canal,  contains 
millions  of  acres  of  good  land,  singularly  connected 
by  natural  channels  of  water  communication  in  the 
interior. 

American  silk.  Twenty  skeins  of  beautiful  sewing 
silk  have  been  made  by  Mrs.  Lew  is,  of  Berkley  coun- 
ty, Virginia,  tbe  product  of  worms  raised  on  her  own 
farm.  It  is  equal  in  quality  to  the  best  imported  silk, 
and  the  Free  Press  says,  that  the  thread  Is  twisted  and 
put  into  skeins  in  a style  which  reflects  much  credit 
upon  the  ingenuity  of  tbe  lady  who  has  thus  com- 
menced the  manufacture  of  this  beautiful  ami  useful 
article. 

Rochester  and  Auburn  rail  road.  Tbe  expense  of 
the  Auburn  and  Rochester  rail  road  is  estimated  at 
$1,200,000  including  the  purchase  of  cars,  locomotive 
power  and  tbe  payment  of  damages,  and  in  such  case 
no  more  will  be  called  for  from  tbe  stockholders.  It 
is  said  that  the  profits  will  yield  16  per  cent. 

That  great  undertaking,  the  Charleston  and  Cinci- 
nati  rail  road,  which  is  to  he  commenced  in  the  ensu- 
ing spring,  will  cost  nineteen  millions  of  dollars — it 
will  be  a great  work,  and  productive  of  immense  ad- 
vantages to  the  south  and  west. 

Wheat.  The  ship  Benjamin  Morgan,  at  Philadel- 
phia, from  Liverpool,  has  on  board  15,000  bushels  of 
wheat. 

The  dog  war.  Six  thousand  live  hundred  dogs  have 
been  killed,  and  paid  for,  since  the  ordinance  on  the 
subject  went  into  operation.  [-'V.  T.  Jour.  Com. 

Southern  boundary.  The  Sabine  is  the  boundary 
between  the  United  States  and  the  gallant  province  of 
Texas.  Tbe  boundary  when  positively  determined, 
(as  yet  it  is  wanting  in  precision)  is  to  run  to  Red 
river;  up  the  same  to  longitude  100  west  ot  Green- 
wich, thence  north  to  Arkansas  river,  which  is  dis- 
tant 275  miles;  up  the  same  to  the  at  present  unascer- 
tained head  of  that  river,  which  is,  like  the  source  of 
the  Nile,  undiscovered;  thence  due  north  to  latitude 
42  degrees,  thence  due  west  to  the  Pucifie.  This 
makes  our  boundary  to  the  south  about  3,000  miles  in 
extent.  Upon  it  dwell  a hundred  thousand  Indians. 
Every  tree  conceals  a warrior.  Port  Jcsup  is  within 
the  United  States’ Natchitoches  is  in  Louisiana,  but 
Nacogdoches  is  in  Texas. 

A just  punishment.  At  tbe  last  session  of  the  oyer 
and  terminer,  in  Bergen  county,  N.  .1.  a man  named 
Mathias  Lynch  was  convicted  of  wickedly  and  mali- 
ciously removing  the  switches,  or  turn-outs,  ot  tbe  Pa- 
terson rail  road  whereby  he  endangered  tbe  lives  of 
forty  passengers,  and  sentenced  to  bard  labor  in  the 
states  prison  for  eighteen  months.  He  was  instigated 
to  the  act  by  enmity  towards  tbe  company,  for  a sup- 
posed injury  suffered  at  the  bands  of  one  ol  its  agents 
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Cholera  in  Charleston.  The  cholera  was 
almost  extinct,  a 3udden  change  of  weather  having 
nearly  banished  it  from  the  city.  A heavy  white 
frost  covered  the  ground  on  the  morning  of  Wed- 
nesday the  5th  iust.  and  fires  and  great  coats  were 
very  comfortable. 

Maryland  senate.  We  publish  this  week 
communications  from  Dr.  Duvall,  of  Montgomery, 
and  Mr.  Linthicum,  of  Anne  Arundel  county,  two 
of  the  recusant  electors,  in  reply  to  certain  rumors 
that  they  intended  to  enter  the  college  and  qualify 
as  electors.  The  grounds  assumed  are  of  grave 
import,  and  have  caused  much  discussion— but, 
as  we  cannot  express  our  own  views  upon  them 
without  rendering  ourselves  liable  to  the  imputation 
of  being  biased  by  party,  we  will  not,  at  present,  do 
more  than  recommend  them  to  the  consideration  of 
our  readers,  as  forming  one  of  the  most  curious 
chapters  that  has  yet  appeared  in  the  history  of 
the  “Revolution.”  Resolved  as  those  ^gentlemen 
are  not  to  enter  the  college,  it  is  now  pretty  certain 
that  a senate  will  not  be  elected.  To  meet  this 
emergency,  the  “reformers  or  revolutionists”  have 
held  meetings  in  Frederick  county  and  in  Baltimore 
city,  and  appointed  delegates  to  meet  in  convention 
In  Annapolis  on  the  3d  Monday  of  the  next  month, 
to  devise  a temporary  government,  (by  continuing 
in  power  the  officers  of  the  state),  on  the  presump- 
tion that  the  failure  to  elect  a senate  dissolves  the 
present  government.  The  example  of  Baltimore 
and  Frederick  will,  doubtless,  be  imitated  by  other 
sections  of  the  state,  and  a convention  will  assem- 
ble at  the  time  and  place  designated.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  insisted  that  the  present  constitution  con- 
tains the  principles  of  it  own  preservation,  and  that 
the  failure  to  elect  a senate  at  the  time  specified 
does  not  dissolve  it;  inasmuch  as  the  result  produc- 
ed by  the  refusal  of  the  minority  of  electors  to  dis- 
charge the  duty  for  which  they  were  elected,  might 
have  been  produced  by  fortuitous  circumstances, 
and  that  no  government  was  ever  based  on  such 
contingencies — consequently,  the  present  senators 
must  remain  in  office  until  their  successors  are 
chosen  according  to  the  forms  prescribed  by  the  for  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the  union, 
constitution.  The  two  parties  entertaining  these 
views,  it  is  pretty  certain  that  they  will  come  into 
open  collision,  and,  if  a proper  spirit  is  not  main- 
tained, will  greatly  add  to  the  excitement  which 
already  exists  on  the  subject. 

At  the  last  advices  from  Annapolis,  the  majority, 
increased  to  twenty-two  by  the  accession  of  Mr.  Sell- 
man,  remained  in  session,  adjourning  from  day  to 
day. 


Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  “Globe,” 
in  reply  to  a statement  of  the  New  York  “Courier 
& Enquirer,”  that  the  bank  of  the  United  States  had 
“offered  to  pay  the  government  for  all  the  shares  it 
holds  of  their  capital  at  the  rate  of  $111  47  per 
cent,”  says — “On  inquiry,  we  learn  that  no  offer 
has  been  made  to  pay  that  or  any  other  specific  sum; 
nor  to  pay  any  sum  at  any  particular  time,  or  before 
the  deposite  of  the  surplus  next  January  with  the 
states,  as  intimated  by  Mr.  Clay  in  his  Woodford 
speech,  and  by  the  National  Gazette.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  treasury  department  has  expressed  its  de- 
sire to  receive  any  sum  at  the  earliest  day,  and  to 
credit  it  towards  what  may  in  the  end  be  found  due 
on  the  shares  of  the  United  States.” 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road.  The  pre- 
sent sheet  contains  the  highly  interesting  and  im- 
portant report,  made  by  skilful  engineers,  to  the  con- 
vention which  assembled  at  Knoxville,  Tennessee, 
on  the  4th  of  July  last,  and  the  tenth  annual  report 
of  the  directors  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road 
company.  The  following  gentlemen  were,  on  Mon- 
day last,  chosen  directors  of  the  latter  company. — 
They  were  all  members  of  the  last  board:  Joseph 
W.  Patterson,  Philip  E.  Thomas,  William  Steuart, 
John  McKim,  jr.  James  Swan,  H.  W.  Evans,  Ja- 
cob Albert,  Samuel  Jones,  jr.  J.  I.  Cohen,  jr.  Field- 
ing Lucas,  jr.  John  I.  Donaldson,  William  H.  Mar- 
riot. 

At  a meeting  of  the  directors,  on  Tuesday  last, 
Joseph  W.  Patterson,  esq.  was  unanimously 
elected  president  of  the  company. 

Tennessee.  The  legislature  of  the  state  of 
Tennessee  assembled  at  Nashville  on  Monday,  the 
3d  inst.  at  an  extra  session,  called  by  the  governor, 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  passing  a law  to  au- 
thorise the  functionaries  of  the  state  to  receive  their 
dividend  of  the  surplus  revenue,  (over  five  millions 
of  dollars),  which  will  be  in  the  treasury  on  the 
15th  January  next. 

Michigan.  We  publish  the  proceedings  of  the 
convention  rejecting  the  terms  proposed  by  congress 


The  French  ministry.  Since  our  abstract  of 
foreign  news  was"in  type,  later  European  advices 
have  been  received  at  New  York,  in  which  it  is 
said  that,  in  consequence  of  the  refusal  of  marshal 
Soult  to  accept  the  war  department,  gen.  Decaux 
lias  received  the  appointment.  It  is  also  said  that 
M.  Martin  du  Nord.has  accepted  the  department  of 
commerce,  thus  completing  the  ministry,  and,  some- 
what, restoring  public  confidence. 

The  money  market  is  still  the  subject  of  discus- 
sion in  London — but  nothing  of  importance  had 
transpired  since  the  date  of  our  extracts. 

The  London  Times  relates  the  following  instance 
of  retaliation  on  the  bank  for  the  manner  in  which 
it  threw  out  the  bills  of  unquestioned  character. — 
A banker  in  the  north,  of  undoubted  character  for 
great  resources,  was  placed  in  the  predicament 
above  described.  On  hearing  from  his  clerks  what 
had  occurred,  he  proceeded  to  the  branch  of  the 
bank  of  England  established  in  the  same  town,  and, 
placing  on  the  counter  its  notes  to  the  amount  of 
£140,000,  demanded  sovereigns  for  them.  The 
manager  demurred,  and  after  some  parley  confessed 
that  he  was  not  prepared  to  furnish  so  large  a sum 
in  gold.  “Be  so  good,  then,”  said  the  indignant 
banker,  “when  you  write  to  your  masters,  as  to 
ask  them  how  they  dare  to  throw  out  my  accept- 
ances when  they  cannot  pay  their  own?  If  there 
is  to  be  an  exchange  of  paper  against  paper,  mine 
is  as  good  or  better  than  theirs.”  Content,  how- 
ever, with  bringing  on  this  scene  of  humiliation, 
the  banker  withdrew  his  notes,  and  had  the  for- 
bearance not  to  press  his  just  and  undoubted  claim. 
This  proves  how  vulnerable  the  parent  establish- 
ment has  made  itself  by  too  great  an  extension  of 
its  branches. 
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ter having  thus  decided,  the  convention  appointed 
three  delegates  (Austin  E.  Wing,  Andrew  Mack 
and  Robert  Clark)  to  repair  to  Washington  during 
the  session  of  congress,  to  enforce  the  claims  of 
Michigan  upon  that  body,  as  she  understands  them. 


Arkansas.  From  this  new  state  we  learn  that 
on  the  19th  ult.  Ambrose  H.  Sevier  and  Wil- 
liam S.  Fulton  were  elected  senators  of  the 
United  States.  The  former,  the  well  known  dele- 
gate to  congress  from  the  late  territory,  received  the 
vote  of  every  member  of  the  legislature  present, 
and  the  latter,  the  late  governor  of  the  territory,  re- 
ceived every  vote  but  four. 

Robert  A.  Watkins  had  been  elected  secreta- 
ry of  state  for  four  years;  and  a law  had  passed  the 
legislature  directing  the  mode  of  electing  electors 
of  president  and  vice  president  in  that  state  to  be 
by  general  ticket.  [Nat.  Int. 

Wisconsin.  Governor  Dodge,  of  Wisconsin, 
by  virtue  of  the  law  of  congress  passed  at  the  last 
session  organizing  that  territory,  nas  issued  a pro- 
clamation apportioning  the  members  of  the  coun- 
cil and  house  of  representatives  of  the  first  legisla- 
tive assembly,  ordering  the  election  to  be  held  for 
that  purpose  on  the  2d  Monday  of  October,  and 
convening  the  members  on  the  25th  of  the  same 
month  at  Bellemont,  Iowa  county.  The  following 
is  the  apportionment  made  by  the  governor: 

Councillors.  Representatives. 
2 
0 
3 
3 
3 


Baltimore  inspections.  The  register  of  Bal- 
timore has  returned  the  following  statement  of  the 
inspections  of  that  city  for  the  quarter  ending  on 

theJ°Ja,U!L  ex,clus,lve  ot  returns  made  to  the  slate: 
o0,283  barrels  wheat  flour. 

1,741  half  do. 

3,269  barrels  rye  do. 

334  hhds.  corn  meal. 

1,989  barrels  do. 

98  barrels  beef,  foreign  packed. 

29  .half  do.  Baltimore  do. 

405  barrels  pork,  foreign  do. 

1,481  kegs  butter. 

479  do  do. 

Richmond  flour  inspection.  A comparison 
ot  the  quarterly  returns  of  the  Richmond  flour  in- 
spector, for  this  year  and  last,  shows  a great  falling 
otf  in  the  present  season.  During  the  quarter  end” 
ing  October  1,  1835,  there  were  inspected  in  that 
city  43,068  bbls.  During  the  corresponding  period 
tins  year,  the  inspection  of  flour  amount  only  to 
16,123  bbls.— thus  exhibiting  a falling  off  in  three 
months  of  26,944  bbls.  It  should  be  remarked,  that 
the  harvest  this  year  was  ten  days  or  a fortnight 
later  than  last;  and  that  circumstance,  together 
with  other  causes,  tends  to  account  for  the  dfspari- 
ty,  on  other  grounds  than  that  of  short  crops. 

Revenue  of  Boston.  The  revenue  that  was 
secured  at  the  port  of  Boston  during  the  financial 
year  1835,  was — 

Fourth  quarter,  1834,  #J90,415  95 


First 

Second 

Third 


do 

1835; 

do 

do 

do 

do 

5S2,731  29 
1,086,432  73 
1,311,666  59 


. , , $3,871,246  56 

Amount  of  revenue  that  accrued  during  the  finan- 
cial year  1836. 

Fourth  quarter  1835,  $643,941  33 


First 

Second 

Third 


do 

do 

do 


1836, 
do 

do  estimated  at 


1,032,825  84 
1,090,202  81 
1,514,160  00 


Brown, 
Crawford, 
Des  Moines, 
Du  Buque, 
Iowa, 

Milwaukee, 


13 


26 


Mexico  and  Texas.  The  New  Yorlc  Courier 
of  Thursday  says:  We  have  good  reason  to  believe 
that  general  Gaines  has  been  recalled  from  his  com- 
mand in  Texas,  and  that  col.  Arbuckle  will  succeed 
him  as  long  as  our  troops  remain  there.  It  is  pro- 
bable, however,  they  will  be  ordered  into  winter 
quarters  somewhere  in  ourown  undisputed  territory. 


$4,272,129  9S 

Increase  of  revenue  over  the  financial  year  1835 
.$800,883  42.  J 

Tobacco.  From  a circular  issued  by  the  com- 
mission house  of  Riley  & Van  Amringe,  of  Phila- 
delphia, it  appears  that  the  quantity  of  tobacco  ex- 
ported 

From  1772  to  1775  inclusive,  was  397,497,139  lbs 
From  1776  to  1782  « 86,649,533  lbs! 

From  1787  to  1789  « 167,311,000  lbs. 

The  amount  annually  for  the  last  21  years  is 
99,331,000.  In  1820,  the  quantity  of  tobacco  raised 
in  France  was  27,406  hogsheads  of  1,200  lbs.  each. 

The  export  of  manufactured  tobacco  increases 
with  reference  to  quantity,  but  not  to  price. 

The  war  of  the  revolution  checked  the  tobacco 
business,  probably  by  causing  the  Europeans  to  turn 
their  attention  to  its'cultivation. 

It  is  remarked  that  100,000,000  lbs.  supply  the 
foreign  demand,  and  if  the  export  in  any  year  ex- 
ceeds that  amount,  that  of  the  next  year  is  corres- 
pondently  below.  [ U.  S.  Gaz. 

Cotton.  Comparative  view  of  the  imports  and 
exports  of  cotton  into  and  from  the  whole  United 
Kingdom,  from  the  1st  January  to  the  20th  instant, 
and  of  the  imports  and  exports  for  the  same  period' 
last  year. 


Into  the  kingdom  this  year. 

Rags. 

American 

. 628,659 

South  American 

. 91,104 

West  Indies,  Demerara,  &c. 

3,723 

East  Indies 

. 115,611 

Egypt,  &c.  . 

13,478 

Total  of  all  descriptions 

855,57a 

Same  period  last  year. 

Bits. 

American 

6J8.388 

South  American 

. .95,890 

West  Indies,  Demerara,  &c. 

4,615 

East  Indies 

. 60,289 

Egypt,  &c.  . 

11,632 

791,314 

Increase  of  import,  as  compared  with 

e same  period  last  year  / 

bags  64,261 

98 
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Export?  in  1336— American,  12.926;  Brazil  4,412, 
East  India,  41,995;  West  India,  30;  other  kinds  20. 
Total  in  1827,  59,394  bags.  Same  period  in  133o, 
67,050  do. 

Gold  coinage.  Statement  of  the  deposites  and 
coinage  of  gold  at  the  mint  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  month  of  September,  1836. 

Balance  remaining  uncoined,  Aug.  31,  $l,-23,41o 

Deposites  for  coinage. 

Bullion  of  the  United  States  $30,980 

Foreign  bullion  1,105 

U.  States  coins  of  former  standard  ^ 225 

Foreign  coins  233J1G5  ^ ^ 


$1,499,090 

Amount  of  gold  coinage  with  the  month 
of  September,  of  which  $285,985  was 
in  quartef  eagles  4S2,905 


Balance  remaining  uncoined,  Sept.  30  $1,016,185 

[Globe. 

Navy  department — official.  A board  of 
examination  composed  ol  naval  surgeons,  is  dnect- 
ed  to  convene  in  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  1st 
of  November  next. 

The  board  will  consist  of  doctors  Thomas  Harris, 
Wm.  Turk,  Samuel  Jackson,  Thomas  Williamson 
and  M.  Morgan,  and  is  convened  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  assistant  surgeons  for  promotion. 

Assistant  surgeons  whose  commissions  bear  date 
anterior  to  the  1st  January,  1833,  who  have  served 
two  years  at  sea,  have  permission  to  present  them- 
selves to  the  board,  and  are  required  to  report  at 
the  time  and  place  above  mentioned,  to  Dr.  Harris, 
president  of  the  board. 

Bank  of  England.  London,  Aug.  29.  The 
ouarterly  return  of  the  weekly  liabilities  and  assets 
of  the  bank  of  England,  from  the  31st  of  May  to 
the  23d  of  August,  presents  the  following  results 
on  comparison  with  the  like  return  made  up  to  the 
26th  of  July:  The  circulation  of  the  bank  of  En- 
gland has  increased  in  the  sum  of  £121,000,  and 
the  deposites  have  increased  in  the  sum  of  £301,000. 
The  securities  in  the  possession  of  the  bank  have 
increased  in  the  amount  of  £ 1,030,000;  whilst  dur- 
ing the  same  period,  or  rather  since  the  last  month- 
ly "return,  the  stock  of  the  bank  to  meet  liabilities  in 
paper  and  deposits  the  same  in  elfect,  to  the  amount 
of  £32,857,000,  has  been  reduced  to  £6,325,000, 
which  is  £601,001,000  less  than  or.  the  last  return. 
The  amount  of  the  rest  has  increased  in  the  small 
smn  of  £7,000.  On  the  half  year,  that  is,  from  the 
9th  of  February,  the  stock  of  bullion  has  decreased 
in  the  sum  of  £ 146,000,  but  the  circulation  has  in- 
creased in  the  sum  of  £634,000.  On  the  year,  the 
stock  of  bullion  has  decreased  in  the  sum  of  £ 1,000; 
but  the  circulation  has  increased  in  the  sum  of 
£279,000;  and  notwithstanding  the  large  invest- 
ments in  hand,  the  deposites  on  the  year  have  in- 
creased in  the  sum  of  £45,000. 

From  the  N.  Y.  Express. 

The  advices  by  the  arrivals  from  England  will 
have  a most  important  bearing  upon  the  money 
market  in  this  country,  and  upon  our  internal  im- 
provements. The  bank  ol  England,  it  seems,  is 
making  war  upon  American  merchants.  See  the 
letter  below. 

Correspondence  of  the  New  York  Express. 

Liverpool,  Sept.  Isf. 

“We  delayed  writing  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
the  most  correct  information  respecting  the  existing 
discord  between  the  American  merchants  and  the 
bank  of  England,  the  latter  having  taken  a bold 
stand  and  refused  to  discount  any  and  all  paper 
where  the  name  of  the  following  houses  appeared, 
viz:  Barings,  Browns,  Wiggins,  Wildes,  Morrisons, 
Crydens  & Co.  Wilson  & Ligard.  The  president 
and  directors  of  the  bank  do  not  doubt  the  solidity 
of  all  these  houses,  but  they  say  that  their  object  for 
adopting  this  course  was  to  check  the  exportation 
of  gold,  which  has  been  immense  this  last  quarter; 
and  also  to  stop  the  lodgements  of  American  secu- 
rities, which  increase  the  paper  currency  without 
increasing  the  circulating  medium. 

We  know  that  there  have  been  large  exports  of 
gold  to  the  states  on  stock  security;  it  increased  the 
discounts  and  reduced  the  means  ol  the  bank,  al- 
though the  loan  was  not  directly  effected  with  the 
bank,  yet  its  deposites  were  reduced  by  those  who 
did  take  it.  Barings  assisted  Mr.  Jaudon  to  this 
loan,  and  wholly  by"keeping  it  quiet,  getting  a few 
thousand  dollars  at  a place. 

We  are  exceedingly  glad  to  inform  you  that  the 
affair  has  come  to  an  amicable  adjustment,  the  par- 


ticulars of  which  have  not  been  made  known  here, 
but  no  doubt  will  in  a day  or  two.  Mr.  Wm.  Brown 
and  two  of  the  directors  of  the  Liverpool  Joint 
Stock  bank,  left  here  by  post  and  four  on  Monday 
for  London,  and  returned  but  last  evening;  and,  as 
the  “Times”  does  not  allude  to  the  affair,  we  feel 
confidence  in  our  communication.  The  directors 
of  the  bank  were  convinced,  by  pursuing  the  course 
they  had  adopted,  it  would  lead  to  the  complete 
prostration  of  the  object  they  wished  to  attain.  In 
our  next  we  shall  be  able  to  give  you  more  minute 
particulars,  Money  is  scarce  and  discounts  high. 

Yours,  &c. 

“Awful  disclosures  of  Maria  Monk.”  A 
book  with  this  title,  published  in  New  York,  pur- 
porting to  contain  the  disclosures  of  a woman  nam- 
ed Maria  Monk,  of  the  doings  of  the  priests  and 
nuns  in  the  nunnery  of  the  “ Hotel  Dieu,"  at  Mon- 
treal, Canada,  of  which  she  said  she  was  an  in- 
mate for  several  years,  has  created  much  excite- 
ment in  some  sections  of  the  country.  It  repre- 
sents the  priests  and  nuns  as  living  in  a state  of  the 
most  abandoned  prostitution,  and  murder  as  the 
common  resort  to  destroy  the  infants  produced  by 
their  crimes.  The  particulars  are  of  the  most  hor- 
rible and  disgusting  character,  yet  so  managed  as 
to  impose  upon  those  whose  minds  were  already 
blinded  by  prejudice.  As  might  have  been  expect- 
ed, a very  earnest  discussion  ensued  between  the 
friends  of  Maria  Monk  and  the  friends  of  the  nun- 
nery— and  various  propositions  to  test  the  truth  of 
the  charges  by  an  inspection  of  the  premises  were 
discussed  without  coming  to  any  positive  arrange 
ment.  In  this  state  of  the  case,  the  nunneiy  was 
recently  carefully  and  critically  examined  (Maria’s 
book  in  hand)  by  Wm.  L.  Stone,  esq.  the  editor  of 
the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser,  who  was 
on  a visit  to  Montreal,  and  he  has,  in  a detailed 
statement  of  his  examination,  proven,  beyond  the 
shadow  of  a doubt,  every  charge  of  Maria  Monk  to 
be  false,  and  that  she  never  was  within  the  walls  of 
the  nunnery!  Col.  Stone  thus  closes  the  narrative 
of  his  visit. 

“I  will  therefore  now  close  this  protracted  narra- 
tive, by  expressing  my  deliberate  and  solemn  opi- 
nion, founded  not  only  upon  my  own  careful  exa 
mination,  but  upon  the  firmest  convictions  of  nearly 
the  entire  population  of  Montreal — embracing  the 
great  body  of  the  most  intelligent  evangelical 
Christians,  that  Maria  Monk  is  an  errant  imposter, 
and  her  book  in  all  its  essential  features,  a tissue  of 
calumnies.  However  guilty  the  Catholics  may  be 
in  other  respects,  or  in  other  countries,  as  a man  of 
honor  and  professor  of  the  Protestant  faith,  I most 
solemnly  believe  that  the  priests  and  nuns  are  inno 
cent  in  this  matter.  William  L.  Stone. 

New  York.  October  8,  1S36.” 

Appointment  by  the  president.  Samuel  L. 
Lightfoot  to  be  surveyor  of  the  port  of  Norfolk  and 
Portsmouth,  in  the  place  of  Arthur  Taylor,  jr.  de- 
ceased. 

Height  of  mountains.  The  height  of  the 
different  mountains  and  hills  above  tide"  water  be- 
tween Baltimore  and  Wheeling,  Virginia,  as  taken 
by  the  survey  of  the  national  turnpike,  furnished 
us  by  a correspondent  from  authentic  information. 

[ Georgetoion  Metrop. 


whom  he  was  forthwith  handed  over  to  the  custody 
of  the  sheriti',  and  recommitted  to  prison. 

Mr.  Itathbun’s  property  at  Bulialo  has  sold  alto- 
gether better  than  was  expected.  His  creditors,  it 
is  thought,  will  get  all  their  demands,  principal  and 
interest. 

Population  of  the  United  States  in  1S36. 
The  population  of  the  United  States,  at  the  present 
time,  may  be  approximately  estimated  as  follows: 
Maine,  the  north  eastern  most  555,000 

N.  Hampshire,  south  of  Maine  300,000 

Vermont,  bordering  on  Canada  330,000 

Massachusetts,  most  densely  peopled  700,000 

Rhode  Island,  with  the  least  territory  110,000 

Connecticut,  the  most  agrarian  320,000 

Aggregate  of  the  north  eastern  states  2,315,000 

New  York,  the  most  populous  2,400,000 

New  Jersey,  the  thouroughfare  state  360,000 

Pennsjdvania,  the  banking  state  1,600,000 

Delaware,  the  narrowest  state  90,000 

Maryland,  the  water  state  500,000 

Aggregate  of  the  middle  states  4,950,000 

Virginia,  the  largest  state  1,360,000 

North  Carolina,  the  modest  state  800,000 

South  Carolina,  the  palmetto  state  650,000 

Georgia,  the  southern  most  state  620,000 

Aggregate  of  the  southern  states  3,430,000 

Ohio,  the  thrifty  state  1,300,000 

Kentucky,  the  bagging  state  S00,000 

Indiana,  the  improving  state  550,000 

Illinois,  the  prairie  state  320,000 

Michigan,  tne  lake  state  120,000 

Missouri,  the  north  western  most  state  250,000 

Aggregate  of  the  western  states  3,340,000 

Tennessee,  the  central  state  900,000 

Louisiana,  the  south  western  most  state  350,000 
Alabama,  the  cotton  state  500,000 

Mississippi,  the  river  state  500,000 

Arkansas,  the  least  populous  70,000 

Aggregate  of  the  south  western  states'  2,220,000 


Cumberland, 

Feet. 

537 

Woodcock  hill, 

Feet 

2,500 

Wills  mountain, 

1,000 

Laurel  hill, 

2,412 

Frostburgh, 

1,792 

Monroe, 

1,065 

Big  Savage  moun- 

Union town, 
Canly’s  hill, 

952 

tain, 

Little  Savage  do. 

2,584 

1,274 

2,480 

Brownsville, 

833 

Corqnby  hill, 

2,437 

Krepps  hill, 

1,041 

Red  hill, 

2,437 

Bellville, 

1,110 

Meadow  mountain, 

2,550 

Hillsborough, 

1.750 

Little  crossings, 

1,979 

Eggnory  hill, 

1,532 

Negro  mountain, 

2,825 

Washington, 

1,406 

Key’s  ridge, 

2,845 

Claysviile, 

1,552 

Winding  ridge, 

2,534 

Alexandria,  Va. 

1,795 

Smithfield, 

1,405 

Wheeling  hill, 

850 

Barren  hill. 

2,450 

Wheeling  city. 

748 

One  mile, 

Haifa  mile, 
Quarter  of  a mile, 
Eighth  of  a mile, 


5,2S0  feet. 
2,640  do. 
1,320  do. 
660  do. 


B.  Ratiibun — again!  We  learn  from  the  Buf- 
falo Journal  of  the  1st  instant,  that  B.  Rathbun  was 
arrested  on  the  morning  of  that  day,  on  a warrant 
granted  by  a justice  of  the  peace  in  Batavia,  Gene- 
see county,  on  a charge  of  forgery.  His  bail  im- 
mediately applied  for  a writ  of  habeas  corpus , and 
he  was  brought  before  judge  Stryker.  After  hear- 
ing he  was  remanded  to  the  custody  of  his  bail  by 


District  of  Columbia 

Florida,  with  the  most  extensive  coast 

Wisconsin  territory 

Oregon,  or  the  far  west 


Indians 

The  entire  population  within  the  limits 
of  the  United  States,  Indians  includ- 
ed, amounts  therefore  to 


50,000 

50.000 

20.000 
5,000 

125.000 

400.000 


16,S00,000 


Canal  tolls.  The  tolls  collected  on  the  New 
York  state  canals  from  the  15th  to  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember, amount  to  the  sum  of  $136,156  16.  The 
collections  for  the  whole  month  of  September, 
amount  to  $243,261  74.  This  sum  exceeds  the  re- 
ceipts for  tolls  in  September,  1835,  by  the  sum  of 
$12,674  30. 

The  Erie  canal  tolls  for  the  month  of  September, 
compared  with  1S35,  have  been  diminished  at  the 
offices  named  below  as  follows,  viz: 

Rochester,  about  ....  $4,000 

Lyons, 2,500 

Albion, 2,500 

Brockport, 2,300 

Syracuse, 4,750 

Schenectady  and  Fultonville,  . . 1,500 

Little  falls, 1,000 

Montezuma, 1,500 

Rome, 500 

$20,550 

At  Lockport  and  Palmyra  the  tolls  are  about  the 
same  as  in  September,  1835.  The  failure  of  the 
wheat  crop  in  many  of  the  western  counties  has 
materially  affected  the  tolls  at  most  of  the  places 
above  enumerated. 

There  has  been  an  increase  of  Erie  canal  tolls  in 
September  over  the  same  month  in  1835,  at  several 
0 ffices,  as  fdllows,  viz: 


Albany 

$11,642  99 

Troy 

1,925  50 

Utica 

. 1,000  00 

Salina 

500  00 

Oswego 

. 1,132  52 

Geneva 

1,132  00 

Buffalo 

. 9,746  61 

Total 

$27,079  62 
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The  increased  toll  at  Buffalo  is  principally  paid  1 all  night.  Without  any  romance  the  island  did  ap- 
A • ■'  <• t .--j  pear  to  much  advantage.  We  first  saw  it  at  its 


upon  products  coming  from  the  far  west,  and  the 
increased  toll  at  Albany  and  Troy  is  principally 
paid  upon  merchandise  for  the  same  region. 

If  the' tolls  from  the  first  of  October  to  the  close 
of  navigation,  are  the  same  this  year  as  in  1835,  the 
total  receipts  on  all  the  canals  for  the  navigation 
season  of  1836,  will  amount  to  the  sum  of  1,620,000 
dollars.  [■***“■ 

Sun -marine  forests.  The  singular  discovery 
by  professor  Hitchcock,  in  the  Vineyard  sound,  of 
which  he  took  note  in  his  geological  survey  of  the 
commonwealth,  pretending  that  Forests  of  trees  had, 
probably  at  some  period  anterior  to  this,  flourished 
in  the  bottom  of  the  sound,  was  made  on  the  fact 
that  many  stumps  of  trees  firmly  rooted  in  the  sand 
are  found  in  the  bed  of  the  harbor  of  Holmes  s Hole. 
The  singularity  of  this  discovery  led  us  to  inquire 
of  a very  old  gentleman,  who  resides  on  the  shore 
near  the  spot,  in  relation  to  its  probable  correctness. 

He  says  he  clearly  recollects  when  the  spot  where 
the  stumps  now  are  was  a meadow,  protected  from 
the  wash  of  the  sea  by  banks  of  sand  on  either  side; 
that  he  cultivated  corn  on  the  spot;  but  that,  in 
process  of  time,  the  sand  banks  gave  way,  the 
meadow  was  overflowed,  and  has  at  length  become 
a navigable  portion  of  the  harbor.  The  stumps, 
therefore,  which  are  now  found  upon  the  bottom, 
but  are  annually  becoming  fewer  in  number,  were, 
in  all  probability,  those  of  trees  which  grew  upon 
dry  land,  and  have  no  relation  to  professor  Hitch- 
cock’s new  cognomen  of  “sub-marine  forests.” 

[New  Bedford  Gazette. 

Another  slave  case.  We  are  informed  that 
a colored  man  was  discovered  on  board  a vessel  in 
the  harbor  on  Saturday,  by  some  colored  men  who 
were  passing  the  vessel,  and  he  making  signs  to 
them,  they  approached  him,  desirous  of  ascertain- 
ing his  wants,  but  were  not  allowed  to  come  along 
side.  Supposing  all  was  not  right,  they  made  known 
the  circumstances  to  S.  E.  Sewell,  who  immediate- 
ly furnished  a writ  of  heabeas  corpus,  but  no  sheriff 
being  at  home  the  writ  was  not  served.  Mean- 
while the  captain  of  the  vessel  becoming  alarmed, 
obtained  a writ  and  had  him  committed  to  prison 
for  debt,  twenty-five  dollars,  being  the  charge  for 
his  passage.  The  place  and  cause  of  his  confine- 
ment was,  however,  soon  discovered,  and  the  neces- 
sary bail  being  furnished,  he  was  of  course  liberat- 
ed, and  by  this  time  is  probably  well  on  his  way  to 
Canada.  He  is  said  to  be  a fine  looking  youth  of 
about  eighteen,  possessed  of  a good  degree  of  intel- 
ligence. It  seems  that  he  escaped  from  Norfolk  by 
secreting  himself  under  a deck  load  of  lumber, 
with  a supply  of  provision,  but  the  deck  load  being 
washed  over-board  on  the  passage,  left  him  expos- 
ed, and  the  captain  continued  his  voyage  with  the 
intention  of  returning  him  to  his  owners  at  an  ear- 
ly  opportunity.  [ Boston  Journal. 

Our  wants.  The  following  paragraphs,  pub- 
lished editorially  in  the  last  number  of  the  Red  Ri- 
ver (Natchitoches)  Gazette  that  has  reached  us, 
are  copied  by  us  for  the  benefit  of  whom  they  may 
concern: 

A Protestant  preacher  wanted.  From  the  late  or- 
dinance of  the  trustees  of  the  town  ot  Natchitoches, 
by  ordering  the  stores,  &.c.  to  be  shu:  up  during 
that  part  of  every  Sunday  when  Di\ine  service 
should  be  attended,  indicates  a due  res{ect  for  reli- 
gion and  morality,  most  praiseworthy;  tut  that  ines- 
timable ordinance  loses  the  good  effect  is  intended, 
in  consequence  of  our  having  no  place  of  Protes- 
tant public  worship  where  our  pious  intabitants  can 
meet  together  in  thanksgiving  and  prajer. 

A Protestant  preacher  well  to  look  ipon,  and  of 
good  report,  would  be  kindly  received  it  Natchito- 
ches. 

A dancing  master  wanted.  Some  eght  or  ten 
years  ago  we  had  in  Natchitoches  m excellent 
dancing  master  and  fiddler;  unfortunaely  he  lost 
his  life  by  an  improper  use  of  that  qua  k composi- 
tion of  Le  Roy.  Since  which  no  gentliman  of  that 
profession  has  visited  this  town;  durin1  the  admin- 
istration of  the  much  lamented  Durant  the  inhabi- 
tants were  much  benefitted  by  his  instuction. 

“Dignity  and  grace  were  in  every  motion.” — 
Since,  a manifest  difference  is  observate. 

A dancing  master,  well  recominendei  for  his  mo- 
rality and  professional  qualifications,  vould 
encouragement  at  Natchitoches. 


northern  extremity,  which,  as  the  river  sweeps  by 
on  both  sides,  forms  a shore  in  the  form  of  a cres- 
cent, fringed  with  trees.  The  new  moon  was  in 
the  east,  and  her  reflection  was  on  the  water, 
while  the  crimson  and  purple  tints  on  the  western 
clouds  were  also  thrown  upon  the  unbroken  sur- 
face of  the  Ohio,  just  in  advance  of  the  hlack  sha- 
dows of  the  trees.  This  island  is,  I believe,  nearly 
a mile  and  a half  in  length,  while  its  average  width 
must  be  less  than  an  eighth  of  a mile.  It  is  well 
wooded,  and  the  shores  on  each  side  are  very  pic- 
turesque. But  alas!  for  the  ‘shrubbery  that  Snen- 
stone  might  have  envied.’  The  garden  walks  of 
Blannerhassett  are  overgrown  with  weeds  and  with 
tangled  wild  grass,  where  the  copperhead  and  the 
rattlesnake  glide  unmolested.  And  alas!  lor  the 
music  ‘that  might. have  charmed  Calypso  and  her 
nymphs,’  which  once  resounded  among  these  syl- 
van shades!  We  heard  nothing  of  it,  unless  ‘Old 
Hundred,’  chaunted  forth  by  some  of  our  passen- 
gers as  we  lay  moored  by  the  island,  may  come 
under  that  description.  You  can  see  no  vestige  of 
the  mansion  of  Blannerhassett,  except  a few  moss- 
covered  stones  and  shattered  bricks.  A wilderness 
waves  above  the  ashes  of  his  home.” 

Prosperity  in  England.  It  would  seem  new 
towns  are  springing  up  in  England  almost  as  rapid- 
ly as  in  our  own  country.  We  find  the  following 
in  the  last  London  paper: 

“ Heywood . The  cotton  spinning  and  power  loom 
weaving  is  very  brisk.  Joiners,  bricklayers,  &c. 
are  scarce.  Nearly  400  houses  have  been  built,  or 
are  now  in  a state  of  erection.” 

What  a contrast  this  to  the  days  of  England’s 
military  glory!  Then  every  branch  of  industry  was 
paralyzed,  the  cries  of  poor,  starving  laborers  came 
up  in  groans,  and  riots,  and  shouts  of  revolution. — 
Now  peace  has  spread  quiet  and  prosperity  on  every 
side.  [ Journal  of  Commerce. 


meet 


Blannerhassett’s  island.  A corespondent 
of  the  Boston  Atlas  gives  the  followingdescription 
of  this  island,  which  is  situated  on  the  Ohio  river: 
“Just  below  the  town  of  Parkersburg!,  lies  Blan- 
nerhassett’s island,  which  Wirt’s  higny  WTought 
description  has  made  celebrated.  We  ipproaclmd 


Tea  drinking  in  England.  It  would  seem 
by  the  following  extract  from  Mr.  Rush’s  late 
work  on  England,  that  tea  is  in  a fair  way  to  super- 
sede gin: 

“We  proceeded  on  towards  Greenwich.  Going 
through  the  streets  and  stopping  a moment,  an  inci- 
dent arrested  my  attention.  A woman  stood  at  the 
door  of  a house  where  cheap  refreshments  were 
sold.  Some  laboring  people  passing  along,  she 
called  out  to  ask  if  they  would  take  tea.  It  was 
about  one  o’clock.  Houses  of  this  kind,  I under- 
stood, were  not  uncommon  in  London.  I had  my- 
self observed  tea  sold  in  the  streets  near  Charing 
Cross,  by  huckster  women,  who  obtained  the  boil- 
ing water  by  means  of  coals  in  a pan,  or  a lamp. 
In  a country  where  the  wines  are  not  produced,  the 
first  step  to  temperance  is  small  beer,  the  next  tea. 
The  national  schools  in  England  have  done  much 
towards  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  people. 
The  use  of  tea  has  co-operated,  by  doing  more  of 
late  years,  probably,  than  any  other  physical  cause, 
towards  lessening  the  appetite  for  ardent  spirits. 
It  acts  not  so  much  by  reclaiming  old  drunkards,  as 
diminishing  the  stock  of  new.  What  a sight  to  see 
this  woman  beckoning  men  to  tea,  instead  of 
drams!  The  use  of  tea  in  England  is  universal. 
It  is  the  breakfast  of  the  wealthy  as  of  the  poorer 
classes.  On  passing  to  the  drawing  rooms  from 
the  sumptuous  dinner  table,  the  cordial  cup  of 
Mocha  is  first  brought  in:  but  after  an  interval, 
tea  is  also  served.  A general  in  the  duke  of  Wel- 
lington’s army  told  me  that,  when  worn  down  with 
fatigue,  there  was  nothing  for  which  the  officers  in 
the  peninsula  war  used  to  call  so  eagerly  as  tea 
Servants  in  London  take  it  twice  a day,  sometimes 
oftener,  and  the  occurrences  at  Greenwich  show 
the  taste  for  it  to  be  spreading  among  laboring 
classes  at  all  hours.  What  strong  motives  are  those 
in  countries  where  tea  is  used,  for  the  law-makers 
to  reduce  the  duty  on  its  importation  to  the  lowest 
possible  point,  or  for  abolishing  it  altogether.” 


Galvanism.  M.  Magendie  has  reported  to  the 
French  academy  of  sciences  some  successful  re- 
sults arising  from  the  application  of  galvanism  to  a 
young  patient,  a Polish  officer,  who  for  five  years 
had  been  perfectly  deaf,  dumb  and  deprived  of  all 
taste.  ' Several  modes  of  treatment  had  been  adopt- 
ed at  Vienna  and  Trieste,  -without  success,  but  M. 
Magendie,  by  directing  the  galvanic  current  to  the 
nerves  affected,  has  reproduced  sensibility  in  those 
of  hearing  and  taste,  and  is  now  trying  to  restore 
the  power  of  speech. 


It  appears  they  have  been  unsuccessful,  and  that 
he  is  now  obliged  to  abandon  the  attempt;  conclud- 
ing that,  as  all  his  endeavors  have  failed,  it  is  mat- 
ter of  responsibility.  At  Kentucky,  after  rearing 
various  sorts,  in  various  soils  and  aspects,  he  pro- 
cured grapes  which  dried  up  before  maturity,  and 
the  wine  of  which  immediately  turned  to  vinegar. 
The  fruit  of  the  olive  would  not  ripen  in  any  in- 
stance. 

A MACHINE,  ON  A NEW  PRINCIPLE,  FOR  RAIS- 
ING coals,  water,  &.c.  “The  construction  of 
this  power  is  very  simple,  and  its  steady  operation  is 
quite  assured.  Its  chief  agent  is  a pair  of  wheels, 
or,  if  necessary,  a series,  moving  with  their  diame- 
ters in  the  direction  of  the  weight  to  the  used — say 
the  shaft  of  a mine.  Taking  the  one  pairof  wheels, 
moving  on  the  same  fixed  axis,. we  find  that  from 
the  end  of  a radius  or  arm  in  each  a chain  descends, 
so  as  to  hang  on  opposite  sides  of  a square  passage. 
To  each  chain  are  suspended,  at  different  but  regu- 
lar distances,  quadrangular  frames,  to  the  upper 
sides  of  which  strong  projecting-  iron  rims,  moving 
on  the  principle  of  the  hinge,  are  attached.  The 
boxes,  or  receptacles  for  the  weight  to  he  raised, 
have  corresponding  edges  on  each  side.  When  the 
wheel  above  is  turned,  and  a single  box  below  is 
placed  in  connexion  with  the  lowest  frame,  it  is 
caught  by  its  rim,  and  with  one  revolution  of  the 
wheel  is  sent  up  as  high  as  the  frame  on  the  oppo- 
site side  to  that  on  which  it  is  borne;  here  it  is  again 
caught  and  sent  up  to  the  apparatus  on  the  opposite 
side  again;  and  so  on,  by  alternate  transmission,  it 
is  brought  to  the  top  of  the  shaft.  The  machine 
being  kept  constantly  laden  below,  and  its  wheel 
constantly  turned  above,  it  follows  that  at  each  re- 
volution of  the  wheel  a box  is  delivered;  and  thus, 
in  an  exceedingly  short  space  of  time,  a vast  body 
of  matter  can  be  carried  up  through  any  depth  of 
shaft.  [The  raising  of  water  is  performed  by 
means  of  the  same  machinery,  only  buckets  with 
valves  in  the  bottom  are  used  instead  of  boxes.] 
The  machine  could  be  most  humanely  employed, 
in  great  mines,  in  quickly  sending  the  workmen  up 
or  down,  to  save  them  from  their  present  tedious  and 
tiresome  expedienls  for  that  purpose.”] 

[Mining  Journal. 


Upper  Canada. — burning  spring  near  Ha- 
milton. It  is  a matter  of  some  regret  to  us  that 
we  have  never  before  directed  public  attention  to 
one  of  the  greatest  natural  curiosities  to  be  met  with 
in,  perhaps,  the  whole  word,  and  that,  too,  within  a 
few  miles  from  our  thriving  town . We  are  alluding 
to  the  burning  spring,  which,  as  some  of  our  readers 
know,  is  situated  in  the  township  of  Barton,  near  the 
wealthy  and  pleasant  settlement  bearing  the  auspi- 
cious name  of  Albion.  It  is  more  with  a view  of  di- 
recting  the  attention  of  scientific  persons  to  the  phe- 
nomenon, than  of  attempting  to  describe  its  appear- 
ance, that  we  now  make  any  observations  respect- 
ing it;  and  it  is  not  without  surprise  that  we  think 
of  the  length  of  time  it  has  passed  disregarded,  ex- 
cept by  a few. 

More  than  twelve  years  have  elapsed  since  the 
properties  of  the  burning  spring  were  first  discover- 
ed by  some  of  the  early  settlers  in  its  neighborhood, 
since  which  its  medical  virtues  have  been  frequently 
proved  by  the  invalid  of  the  woods,  whilst  its  in- 
flammable qualities  have  caused  many  a bit  of  fun 
to  the  boys  around.  But  it  is  comparatively  un- 
known; and  were  it  not  for  the  occasional  visits 
paid  by  some  very  adventurous  visitor  from  the  old 
world,  who  prefers  using  his  own  eyesight  to  taking 
on  trust  the  ouinions  of  others,  it  is  likely  that 
scarcely  an  emigrant  would  think  it  worth  his  while 
to  goto  see  it.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a subject  so 
interesting  as  the  developement  of  the  qualities  of 
the  water  will  not  much  longer  be  neglected. 


The  vine  and  olive.  M.  Lakanal  has  ad 
dressed  a report  to  the  French  academy  of  sciences, 
containing  his  experiments  concerning  the  naturali- 


this  spot  about  twilight,  and  lay  moorec  near  to  it|  zation  of  the  vine  and  olive  in  the  United  States. — 


Lower  Canada — the  crisis,  We  are  in  pos- 
session of  the  Quebec  papers  of  Saturday,  and 
Montreal  of  Monday.  The  house  of  assembly,  af- 
ter an  extended  and  exicitng  debate,  has  adopted 
an  answer  to  the  king’s  reply  to  the  address  of  last 
session,  which  brings  the  difficulties  between  the 
popular  and  conservative  branches  of  the  govern- 
ment to  a crisis.  The  address  does  not  allow  the 
minister’s  assumption  that  their  proceedings,  in  the 
last  session,  arose  from  misapprehension,  but  per- 
sists in  all  former  demands,  and  in  the  resolution  to 
withhold  all  supplies,  and  to  cease  the  exercise  of 
all  legislative  functions,  until  those  demands  are 
granted.  Among  these  demands  are  some  to  which 
the  parent  government  can  never  assent,  at  least 
not  until  the  constitution  of  that  government  shall 
have  undergone  a radical  change.  Of  course,  lord 
Gosford  has  no  other  alternative  but  to  dissolve  the 
parliament.  The  Quebec  Mercury  adds  of  the  an- 
swer of  the  house: 
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It  clearly  shows  that  rio  good  can  result  from  the 
authorities  in  Downing  street  continuing  to  handy 
words  with  these  agitators;  they  must  act  vigorously 
and  promptly,  for  greater  evils  will  arise  from  fol- 
lowing a system  of  “insinuation,  parley,  and  base 
truce,”  than  from  a manly  resistance  to  the  revolu- 
tionary spirit  which  is  now  arrayed  against  the  go- 
vernment and  constitution  as  it  at  present  exists. 
The  address  concludes  with  some  favorable  expres- 
sions toward  the  governor,  personally,  which  his 
excellency  can  hardly  receive  as  a compliment, 
coming,  as  they  do,  at  the  tail  of  a tirade  against  the 
measures  which  his  lordship’s  friends  have  adopted 
in  regard  to  this  colony. 

The  Montreal  Courier  of  Monday  says: 

The  crisis  may  now,  therefore,  de  said  to 
have  arrived.  We  are  glad  of  it,  and  would  call 
upon  all  who  dissent  from  the  party  proceedings  of 
the  house  of  assembly,  and  those  who  scorn  to  be 
the  slaves  of  a national  faction,  to  consider  well 
what  energetic  measures  they  must  now  adopt  for 
their  own  and  their  country’s  interest.  Something 
must  be  done. 


ELECTIONS. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  general  election  in  this  state  was  held  on 
Tuesday  last,  and  a variety  of  returns  are  before  us, 
from  which  we  gather  the  following  particulars. — 
The  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  comprise  three 
congressional  districts.  In  the  first,  col.  Paynter, 
(V.  B.)  is  elected  by  a majority  of  about  500  votes 
over  Joel  B.  Sutherland  (opposition).  In  the  se- 
second  district,  composed  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, the  whig  candidates,  Sergeant  and  Toland, 


are  elected — 

For  John  Sergeant,  (whig)  5,330 

Geo.  W.  Toland  “ 5,315 

John  M.  Read,  (Van  Buren)  2,915 
Morris  Longstreth  “ 3,073 


In  1834  the  average  whig  majority  for  congress- 
men was  1,8S4.  The  vote  in  1S34  was  a good  deal 
larger  than  at  present — the  highest  whig  candidate 
having  received  5,589,  and  the  highest  administra- 
tion candidate  3,710. 

In  the  third  district  the  contest  was  between  Mr. 
Harper  (V.  B.)  and  Naylor  (whig),  and  it  is  stated 
that  the  former  has  been  elected  by  a small  majo- 
rity 

The  whigs  carried  their  entire  city  ticket;  also 
the  county  commissioner,  auditor  and  coroner;  while 
the  Van  Burenites  have  elected  their  members  of 
the  legislature  in  the  county  by  a small  majority. 

The  votes  in  each  congressional  district  and  coun- 
ty will  be  given  in  our  next;  and  from  the  returns 
before  us,  it  is  certain  the  result  will  show  a consi- 
derable Fan  Buren  gain  both  in  the  legislature  and 
in  congress. 


new  jersey 

From  New  Jersey  as  from  Pennsylvania  the  re- 
turns are  incomplete  and  cannot  be  relied  on  with 
much  certainty.  The  results  are,  as  far  as  heard 
from,  council  6 whigs  and  1 Van  Buren — assembly 
22  whigs  and  3 Van  Buren.  There  are  fourteen 
counties  in  the  state:  those  to  be  heard  from  elect 
7 councilmen  and  22  assemblymen.  Particulars 
next  week. 

From  Ohio  we  have  no  returns. 

GEORGIA  ELECTION. 

The  state  of  Georgia  is  divided  into  ninety  coun- 
ties, returns  from  twenty-nine  of  which  give  the 
following  results  of  the  congressional  election: 


Union  ticket. 
Glascock,  18,823 


Cleveland, 
Coffee, 
Grantland, 
Haynes, 
Holsey, 
Jackson, 
Owens, 
Towns, 


10,881 

10,657 

10,854 

10,900 

10,830 

10,827 

10,866 

10,928 


Slates’  rights  ticket. 


Alford, 

Black, 

Colquett, 

Dawson, 

Habersham, 

Jackson, 

King, 

Nesbit, 


12,184 

12,109 

12,181 

12,283 

12,152 

12,135 

12,118 

13,172 


MISSOURI  ELECTION  RETURNS — COMPLETE. 

Governor. 

Briggs  (adm.)  14,315  | Ashley,  (oppo.)  13,07; 
Lieutenant  governor. 

Carmon  “ 13,942  | Jones  “ 10,211 

Congress. 


Harrison  “ 16,470 

Miller  « 15,129 

Birch  ( opposition ) 10,007 


Owens  “ 7,531 

Strother,  unknown  1,47’ 
Wctmore  “ 28! 

[ Globe. 


MARYLAND  ELECTIONS. 

The  following  complete  our  returns  of  the  dele- 
gate election  in  this  state. 

Allegany  county. 

Whig.  Van  Buren. 


Bruce 

903 

Buchanan 

888 

Smith 

904 

Perry 

8S7 

Mitchell 

842 

Berry 

870 

Raymond 

776 

Hamm 

"97 

Kent  county. 

IVhig.  Van  Buren. 


Usilton 

601 

Greenwood 

447 

Primrose 

589 

Spencer 

447 

McDaniel 

594 

Miller 

442 

Price 

592 

Hurtt 

430 

Calvert  county. 

Whig. 

Van  Buren. 

Duke  • 

376 

Parran 

379 

Billingsley 

375 

Kent 

364 

Laveille 

373 

Allnut 

342 

Smith 

361 

Barber 

327 

WAR  IN 

FLORIDA. 

A letter  received  by  the  editor  of  the  Fredericks- 
burgh  (Va.)  Arena,  dated  Fort  Heilman,  Sept.  27, 
states  that  there  are,  at  that  post,  only  about  150 
men  out  of  eleven  companies  fit  for  duty,  of  90 
men  of  the  company  to  which  the  writer  is  attach- 
ed, he  says  that  there  are  not  ten  able  to  do  duty, 
and  that,  “instead  of  being  able  to  make  a summer 
campaign,  the  men  are  unable  to  stand  the  climate 
when  stationary;  instead  of  being  able  to  advance 
into  the  enemy’s  country,  we  have  had  to  retro- 
grade. Micanopy  was  abandoned  in  consequence 
of  its  breaking  down  the  rnen  escorting  wagon  trains 
laden  with  provisions.  We  have  had  to  fall  hack 
upon  Black  creek  to  which  place  provisions  can  be 
brought  in  steamboats.  General  Scott  has  been 
censured  for  not  carrying  on  the  campaign  during 
summer — it  would  have  been  absurd  to  attempt  it. 
He  did  all  that  any  general  could  under  the  same 
circumstances.  The  nature  of  the  country  was 
the  great  cause  of  his  failure.  He  had  to  contend 
against  the  obstacles  which  nature  threw  in  his 
way,  and  not  against  the  Indians,  who  hover  about, 
deliver  their  fire,  and  fly  off,  without  the  possibility 
of  getting  at  them.  They  have  trails  through  their 
immense  hammocks,  with  which  they  are  familiar, 
and  in  this  way  they  harass  us  with  impunity. — 
General  Jackson  never  advanced  into  these  ham- 
mocks; lie  never  penetrated  farther  than  the  Suwa- 
nee  river,  and  he  had  friendly  Indians  who  could 
ferret  out  the  hostiles,  so  that  he  could  get  at  them. 
A new  campaign  is  about  to  open,  but  no  one  can 
anticipate  the  result.  There  are  about  3,000  men 
now  in  the  territory.  Gen.  Call  has  advanced  as 
far  as  the  Suwanee  with  the  brigade  of  Tennessee- 
ans, and  the  militia  of  West  Florida,  making  1,900 
men.  General  Jesup  is  advancing  from  Tampa  Bay 
with  about  800  regulars  and  600  Indians,  while  ma- 
jor Pierce,  the  commanding  officer  at  this  fort,  will 
advance,  soon,  with  about  200  regulars,  and  form  a 
junction  with  gen.  C.  at  Camp  King.” 

The  Indians  lately  attacked  a house  near  Orange 
Pond  occupied  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Updegralf,  and 
killed  them  both. 

Gov.  Call  has  made  a requisition  on  the  states  of 
Georgia  and  South  Carolina  for  volunteers  or  mili- 
tia to  be  sent  immediately  to  Florida.  He  expects 
to  have  upwards  of  6,000  men  in  the  field  in  twen- 
ty days. 

The  Apalachicola  Gazette  of  the  24th  ult.  says: 
Between  nine  hundred  and  a thousand  friendly 
Creek  Indians,  under  those  brave  and  intelligent 
chiefs,  Paddy  Carr  and  Jim  Boy,  and  about  200 
United  States  marines,  have  arrived  here  during 
the  past  week,  in  the  steamers  La  Flora,  Rein 
Deer,  Hyperion,  Minerva  and  Ann  Calhoun,  des- 
tined for  the  seat  of  war  in  the  peninsula,  to  operate 
against  the  Seminoles.  These  friendly  Indians  have 
been  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  late 
campaign  against  the  hostile  Creeks,  and  have  ever 
acted  in  the  best  faith  towards  their  white  allies, 
and  have  evinced  the  utmost  bravery  and  good  con- 
duct in  the  field. 

It  is  stated,  says  the  Federal  Union,  of  the  last 
of  September,  that  general  Jesup  has  ordered  major 
Dearborn,  with  about  two  hundred  United  States 
regulars  into  Lowndes  county,  for  the  protection  of 
that  and  the  surrounding  country  against  the  depre- 
dations of  Indians.  It  is  anticipated,  that  when 
operations  shall  be  renewed  in  Florida,  parties  of 
Creek  Indians,  perhaps  accompanied  by  their  Se- 
minole allies,  will  return  through  our  south  western 
counties  to  their  ancient  homes;  and  this  force  is  de- 
signed, we  learn,  as  a preparation  for  such  a state 
of  things. 

Creek  Indians.  The  Huntsville  (Ala.)  Times  of 
of  the  27th  ult.  mentions  that  a body  of  about 
2,500  Creeks,  under  charge  of  the  removing  agent, 
colonel  W.  A.  Campbell,  passed  through  that  place 
on  the  previous  Thursday,  for  their  new  residence 
beyond  the  Mississippi.  They  are  stated  to  be  the 
Upper  Creeks,  and  chiefly  from  the  counties  of 
Benton  and  Talladega.  They  were  to  proceed  by 
land  to  cantonment  Gibson.  The  Times  says — 
The  whole  nation,  about  18,000  in  iiupiber,  are 
said  to  have  commenced  their  journey  to  the  wilder 
regions  of  the  far  west,  where,  if  they  do  not  find 


more  congenial  homes,  they  will  at  least  be  free 
for  a while,  from  the  avarice  and  cupidity  of  the 
white  man. 


FOREIGN  NEWS. 

From,  London  and  Liverpool  papers  to  the  10/A  of 

September,  received  at  New  York. 

GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 

The  condition  of  the  money  market,  caused  by 
the  refusal  of  the  bank  of  England  to  discount  the 
bills  of  certain  American  houses  (see  page  98)  i9 
still  the  subject  of  discussion  in  the  British  prints. 
The  latest  intelligence  is  contained  in  the  following 
extract  of  a letter  from  the  London  correspondent 
of  the  New  York  Commercial,  dated  September  10. 

“Opinions  are  as  much  divided  as  last  week 
among  those  not  practically  acquainted  with  the 
system  which  has  been  adopted  for  some  time  past, 
connected  with  the  speculations  to  which  we  nave 
just  referred.  Although'  the  effect  has  been  to  in- 
crease the  difficulties  of  obtaining  money  among 
the  merchants  and  manufacturers  generally,  still  it 
is  believed,  as  we  mentioned  in  our  last  week’s  re- 
port, that  the  bank  has  adopted  the  most  politic 
course  to  avert  the  contemplated  evils. 

“A  very  high  rate  of  interest  has  been  given  to  ne- 
gociate  American  paper,  since  the  bank  notices 
were  issued;  and  although  our  merchants  and  ma- 
nufactures will  be  subjected  to  temporary  inconve- 
nience by  the  rise  in  the  rate  of  discounts,  specula- 
tion has  been  checked,  which,  not  the  least  doubt 
exists,  would,  sooner  or  later,  bringabout  a reaction 
to  the  injury  of  this  countiy.  The  foreign  ex- 
changes have  not,  however,  yet  taken  a decided 
turn  In  favor  of  this  country,  there  having  been, 
yesterday  afternoon,  rather  an  abundance  of  "money, 
and  a scarcity  of  bills.  The  state  of  the  crops  in 
many  parts  of  America,  and  the  necessity  which 
will  exist  for  considerable  importations  of  grain  into 
the  United  States,  will,  however,  give  a turn  to  com- 
mercial operations,  which, with  other  circumstances, 
leaves  little  doubt  but  that  specie  will  soon  begin  to 
flow  back  to  England.  Shipments  of  bonded  grain 
have  already  been  commenced  across  the  Atlantic, 
to  some  extent;  and  it  is  estimated  that  but  for  the 
check  imposed  upon  the  facilities  hitherto  afl'orded 
in  obtaining  discounts,  at  least  50,000  quarters  of 
grain  would  have  been  in  the  course  of  exportation 
to  American  ports. 

The  Americans,  according  to  the  latest  commer- 
cial advices,  were  making  preparations  for  entering 
into  contracts  for  the  importation  of  wheat  and 
other  descriptions  of  corn,  to  make  good  the  de- 
ficiency in  the  produce  of  this  year’s  crops.  The 
circumstances  just  noticed, it  is  therefore  confidently 
expected,  will  prevent  any  farther  extensive  drain 
of  the  precious  metals,  and  will  turn  the  balance  of 
trade  in  favor  of  this  country,  and  this  too  without 
the  recurrence  of  any  panic  in  the  commercial 
world,  which  the  alarmists  in  the  city  are  so  confi- 
dent must  he  the  result  of  the  advance  in  the  rate 
of  interest  by  the  directors  of  the  bank  of  England.” 

Liverpool,  Sept.  6, 1836.  Immediately  on  the  re- 
turn of  the  deputation,  the  bank  of  Liverpool  made 
known  they  were  ready  to  disclose  all  the  accept- 
ance offered  to  them  of  the  house  in  question. — 
We  have  naw  in  this  town  and  in  Manchester  14 
joint  banks,  whose  monej"  capital  amounts  to  about 
£5,200,000.  This  is  not  a small  sum.  The  re- 
sponsibility Which  they  conjointly  oflcr  in  other  re- 
spects, cannot,  in  the  lowest  view  of  it,  be  taken  at 
less  than  £*0,000,000  more.  Prices  of  manufac- 
tures at  Manchester  are  rather  looking  down;  the 
purchases  for  export  are  diminishing. 

The  notion  of  a trial  of  strength  between  the 
joint  stock  brinks  and  the  bank  of  England  has  fre- 
quently beei  hinted  at,  and  the  growing  strength 
and  importaice  of  those  in  Lancashire  should  pre- 
pare the  puilic  for  some  demonstration  on  their 
part  at  no  gjeat  distance  of  time.  If  the  state  of 
opinion  here  however,  on  this  subject  is  to  be  tru- 
ly stated,  wi  should  say,  that  objectionable  as  the 
managementof  the  bank  of  England  lias  been  in 
many  respelts,  the  great  majority  of  men  of  pro- 
perly wouldthink  it  a far  greater  evil  that  the  cur- 
rency should  tell  under  the  direction  and  control  of 
joint  stock  lanks.  Tliej;  would  wish  the  bank  of 
England  to  te  reformed  on  many  points;  to  have  its 
managemenlconfided  generally  to  men  of  a supe- 
rior cnaractff;  and  to  see  it  perhaps  a bank  of  is- 
sue, and  noting  else,  but  to  be  placed  in  any  de- 
gree at  the  clscretion  of  its  country  rivals,  with  less 
responsibililr,  less  experience  and  with  infinitely 
more  tempt;, ion  as  well  as  opportunity  to  commit 
errors  fatal  the  whole  community. 

The  proj  r effect  of  the  mere  threat  of  such  a 
contest  shoul  be  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  go- 
vernment tljs  sooner  to  the  reform  which  is  desired 
is  the  administration  of  the  bank  of  England,  with- 
out which  lie  contest  will,  at  all  appearance,  short- 
ly come  on  Ministers  have  probably  been  told. 
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or  entertain  the  persuasion,  that  the  hank  is  out  of 
their  reach  during  the  continuance  of  the  charter, 
but  the  directors  have  brought  themselves  into  a 
state  to  require  advice  and  assistance,  to  maintain 
their  character  and  the  dignity  of  the  corporation 
with  the  trading  interest,  and  would,  therefore,  pro- 
bably be  as  docile  and  tractable  as  if  they  were  now 
on  the  eve  of  a negotiation  for  another  charter. 

FRANCE. 

The  French  papers  announce  the  formation  of 
me  new  cabinet,  which  is  thus  stated: 

Count  Mole,  minister  for  foreign  affairs  and  pre- 
sident of  the  council. 

M.  Guizot,  minister  for  public  instruction. 

M.  Gasparin,  minister  of  the  interior. 

M.  Persil,  minister  of  justice. 

M.  Duchatel,  minister  of  commerce. 

Admiral  Rosamel,  minister  of  marine. 

Marshal  Soult,  or  Molitor,  minister  of  war. 

Count  d’Argout  resumes  his  former  post  as  gover- 
nor of  the  bank. 

This  arrangement  brings  the  doctrinaires  into 
power,  and  will  incline  the  government  to  the  Rus- 
sian policy,  to  the  extinction  of  the  quasi  alliance 
with  England.  It  is  also  said  to  be  the  precursor 
of  the  reinstatement  of  the  duke  de  Broglie  as  pre- 
sident of  the  council  and  foreign  minister,  which 
posts  will  be  speedily  vacated  by  count  Mole. 

Count  Mole,  the  prime  minister,  was  born  in 
1780.  His  father  perished  on  the  revolutionary 
scaffold.  He  is  a member  of  the  institute.  Napo- 
leon noticed  him  by  making  him  pass  through  the 
different  grades  of  conseil  d’etat.  In  1814  he  co- 
quetted with  the  government  of  Napoleon,  at  first 
accepted  office,  but  shrunk  from  going  on  with  it, 
and  refused  to  sign  the  declaration  that  Napoleon 
drew  up.  Nevertheless,  after  the  second  restora- 
tion, Messrs.  Talleyrand  and  Pasquier  put  his  name 
on  the  list  of  peers.  Count  Mole  is  said  to  be  a ti- 
mid and  circumspect  man,  and  so  fearful  of  com- 
mitting himself,  that  his  tenure  of  office  will  proba- 
bly have  elapsed  ere  he  has  arrived  at  taking  one 
decision.  Count  Mole  is  thus  by  nature  an  anti- 
interventionist. These  qualities  should  have  secur- 
ed for  count  Mole  the  confidence  of  the  Parisian 
monied  class.  But  his  supposed  leaning  to  Russia, 
rather  than  to  England,  produced  a fall  in  the 
French  funds.  It  was  said  that  M.  Thiers  was  pre- 
paring to  pass  some  time  in  Switzerland  and  Italy, 
but  the  Journal  des  Debats  pretends  that  he  is  go- 
ing to  Belgium  and  Holland.  Another  journal  says 
that  he  is  going  with  marshal  Maison  to  an  estate 
which  the  marshal  possesses  near  Dusseldorff. 

There  have  been  some  arrests  at  Paris,  under  the 
apprehension  of  an  intended  insurrection  of  the 
garrison;  but  it  is  more  than  probable  that  this  is  a 
mere  russe  of  the  police  under  the  new  ministry,  as 
an  apology  for  a more  rigid  system  which  they  in- 
tend to  pursue. 

Reports  of  these  plots  and  counterplots  have  gone 
so  far  as  to  allege  that  another  attempt  has  been 
made  to  take  the  life  of  the  king,  and  to  make  him 
and  the  royal  family  prisoners.  That  such  dispo- 
sition constantly  exists  among  a large  portion  of  a 
people  so  remarkable  for  their  restless  temperament 
and  desire  to  change,  no  one  can  doubt;  but  that 
any  immediate  plans  to  dethrone  the  present  dinasty 
exists,  is  questionable.  The  guards,  however,  at 
the  chateau  de  Neuilly,  where  the  king  was  resid- 
ing, seem  to  have  been  augmented.  The  Droit  al- 
ludes to  the  subject  thus: 

“A  plot  was  laid  for  surrounding  the  prefecture 
of  police,  setting  the  building  on  fire,  ani  at  the 
same  time  making  an  attack  upon  the  jalace  of 
Neuilly.  A republican  council  was,  dining  the 
whole  of  the  time,  to  remain  sitting  at  the  louse  of 
a wine  dealer  in  the  Rue  Valois-Batave,  ant  thence 
direct  the  proceedings. 

“Of  all  this  the  prefect  of  police  had  tinely  in- 
formation from  his  secret  agents,  and  renforced 
the  municipal  guards  whom  lie  stationed  wi:h  seve- 
ral brigades  of  sergens  de  ville  in  the  court  yard  of 
his  hotel.  The  troops  were  closely  conined  to 
their  barracks,  cartridges  were  distributed  lo  them, 
and  they  remained  with  their  muskets  loadal  ready 
to  march  at  a moment’s  notice.” 

The  Messenger  says— The  garrison  of  Pads  con- 
sists of  24,000  men;  12  or  15  regiments  of  cavalry 
and  infantry,  amounting  to  25,000,  were  in  tarracks 
within  25  leagues  of  the  capital;  and  then  are  at 
the  camp  of  Compeigne  30,000  men.  Thus  an  ar- 
my of  70,000  men,  that  is  a third  of  the  whole  army, 
now  guard  the  capital. 

SPAIN. 

Madrid  papers  to  the  31st  of  August,  had  been 
received  in  London.  No  more  disturbances  had 
taken  place  up  to  that  date.  The  queen  ’egent 
had  issued  a proclamation,  addressed  to  the  Spa- 
nish people,  promising  a faithful  and -sincere  ad- 
herence to  the  constitution  of  1S12,  but  announcing 
ihat  the  said  constitution  will  be  revised  and  anemf- 


ed  by  the  cortes,  to  be  assembled  for  that  purpose 
on  the  24th  of  October. 

In  addition  to  this  document,  the  queen  regent 
has  published  an  exposition  of  the  present  state  of 
affairs  throughout  the  kingdom,  signed  by  the  mi- 
nisters. They  recommend  the  immediate  enroll- 
ment of  all  unmarried  men  and  widowers  without 
children,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty, 
in  the  national  militia,  to  be  employed  in  garrison- 
ing the  fortresses,  thus  leaving  the  regular  troops 
free  to  march  and  fight  against  the  Carlists.  The 
queen  has  issued  a decree,  in  fulfilment  of  this  re- 
commendation. 

A forced  loan  of  200  millions  of  reals  has  been 
ordered.  Also,  in  compliance  with  the  ministerial 
recommendation,  a decree  has  been  prepared  and 
published,  directing  the  sale  of  church  property, 
and  appropriation  of  the  proceeds  to  state  purposes. 
This  decree  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  cortes. 

There  is  little  news  from  the  seat  of  war.  One 
of  the  Carlist  generals  named  Castor  is  said  to  have 
been  defeated  in  Biscay,  and  on  the  other  hand 
there  is  a report  of  Gomez  (Carlist)  having  sur- 
prised Palencia,  in  Leon,  and  levied  a contribution 
of  sixty  thousand  dollars.  Don  Carlos  is  said  to 
have  left  his  army,  and  gone,  of  all  places  in  the 
world,  to  Paris.  Conjectures  are  rife  as  to  the  ob- 
ject of  this  movement.  A letter  from  Bayonne 
says  that  Don  Carlos  goes  to  Paris  to  obtain  surgi- 
cal assistance,  being  much  afflicted  with  the  stone. 

The  provincial  junta  of  Cadiz  had  been  dissolved 
on  the  proclamation  of  the  constitution,  and  the 
example  was  expected  to  be  followed  by  the  other 
juntas. 

Senor  Isturitz,  the  late  minister,  had  arrived  in 
London. 

The  new  ministry  had  despatched  a large  rein- 
forcement to  the  army  of  the  north;  the  accounts 
say  fifty  thousand  men,  but  this,  we  think,  must  be 
a mistake.  Five  thousand  is  probably  nearer  the 
mark.  The  Portuguese  auxiliaries  had  set  out  on 
their  return  to  Portugal. 

M.  Mendiiabal  had  been  appointed  by  the  queen 
to  a sort  of  supplemental  office  in  the  financial  de- 
partment, being  commissioned  to  provide  funds  for 
the  speedy  termination  of  the  war. 

Gen.  Mina  was  so  very  ill  that  his  life  was  con- 
sidered in  extreme  danger. 

On  the  whole,  the  aspect  of  affairs  is  rather  fa- 
vorable to  the  queen.  Don  Carlos  was  very  much 
in  want  of  money,  and  unless  the  ultra  liberal  spirit 
which  is  now  triumphant  in  Spain  is  carried  to  the 
excess  of  revolution,  it  is  probable  that  the  civil 
war  will  soon  be  brought  to  a termination.  The 
constitution  of  1812  is  more  formidable  than  an  ar- 
my to  Don  Carlos. 

GREECE,  TURKEY  AND  MALTA. 

The  Boston  Post  of  Saturday,  has  a letter  from 
Malta,  dated  August  13th,  from  which  we  extract 
the  following  items  of  intelligence: 

Information  has  been  received  within  these  few 
days,  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Marino  Lazzaro,  the  first 
American  vice  consul  at  the  Dardanelles;  all  Ame- 
rican travellers  who  have  stopped  at  this  town, 
while  a pass  through  the  straits  was  being  obtained 
from  the  Turkish  authorities  for  the  vessel  in  which 
they  were  passengers — or,  as  was  the  case  with  the 
writer,  arriving  at  night,  fatigued  from  an  overland 
journey  from  Stamboul,  will  regret  the  loss  of  so 
hospitable  and  intelligent  a person. 

Commodore  Porter  still  remains  at  this  place — 
he  is  quite  feeble,  but  during  his  three  months  visit, 
his  health  has  been  gradually  improving.  S.  D. 
Heap,  esq.  United  States  consul  at  Tunis,  is  also 
here  with  his  family — the  only  Americans,  Messrs. 
Catlin,  of  New  York,  Dr.  Ferris,  of  do.  and  F.  C. 
Oliver,  of  Boston,  were  at  Constantinople  the  last 
month,  on  their  way  to  Russia.  Messrs.  Door  and 
Curtis,  of  Boston,  were  a short  time  since,  travel- 
ling in  Greece,  and  making  their  way  to  Alcona. 

The  same  letter  mentions  the  mysterious  dis- 
appearance of  Mr.  Cowper,  purser  of  the  British 
frigate  Portland,  who  went  on  shore  at  Corinth,  in 
company  with  some  of  the  frigate’s  officers,  parted 
from  them  to  rejoin  the  ship,  and  had  not  been 
heard  of  after.  The  frigate  remained  six  days  at 
Corinth,  which  were  vainly  employed  searching  for 
him.  It  was  feared  that  he  had  been  robbed  and 
murdered,  or  had  fallen  into  one  of  the  deep  pits 
among  the  ruins  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  town. 

BRAZIL. 

Rio  Janeiro  papers  of  the  14th  August  have  been 
received  by  the  New  York  “Courier  8c  Enquirer,” 
brought  by  the  barque  Eunomus,  captain  Endicott, 
from  that  place.  They  contain  intelligence  of  the 
restoration  of  tranquillity  in  the  city  and  province 
of  Para,  and  of  the  re-establishment  of  the  autho- 
rity of  tne  imperial  government  of  Brazil. 

On  the  11th  April,  the  new  president  assumed 
the  reins  of  government  atTatuca,  an  island  in 
the  river  Amazon.  On  the  19th  lie  caused  some 


vessels  under  the  command  of  captain  Maryatt,  to 
reconnoitre  the  island  of  Carnapijo,  where  the  re- 
bels had  constructed  a small  lortress  which  was 
destroyed.  From  thence  he  proceeded  with  all 
his  squadron  to  the  island  oi  Uaraperanga,  carrying 
with  him  his  prisoners  and  establishing'- there  a mi- 
litary station.  Expeditions  were  then  sent  to  dif- 
ferent points  in  possession  of  the  rebels,  from  all  of 
which  they  were  consecutively  driven,  and  after- 
wards, notwithstanding  considerable  resistance,  the 
Brazilian  squadron  succeeded  in  completely  block- 
ading the  town  of  Para.  On  the  12th  May  indica- 
tions were  perceived  from  the  vessels  of  an  inten- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  rebels  to  abandon  the  place, 
and  at  3 o’clock  on  the  afternoon  of  the  follow  ing 
day  they  left  the  port  in  thirteen  small  armed  ves- 
sels were  pursued  by  the  light  ships,  belonging  to 
the  squadron  and  some  destroyed.  On  the  same 
day  the  president  landed  at  Para  with  four  hundred 
men,  and  on  the  day  following  he  disembarked  all 
his  forces,  and  established  himself  in  full  possession 
of  the  capital.  Many  of  the  rebels  dispersed,  and 
the  rest  tied  to  the  upper  Amazons  pursued  by  the 
Brazilians. 

On  the  14th  August  the  princess  Donna  Januaria 
having  attained  her  fifteenth  year,  took,  before  the 
legislative  chambers,  the  oath  required  by  the  con- 
stitution, that  she  would  maintain  the  Eoman  Ca- 
tholic religion  and  the  laws  of  the  state. 

The  treasury  at  Rio  Janeiro  was  robbed  between 
the  23d  and  25th  July  of  5,000  millions  Reis  in 
paper  money. 

MICHIGAN.— OFFICIAL. 

State  of  Michigan — in  convention, 
Ann  Arbor,  Sept.  27,  1836. 

Whereas,  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  by 
an  act  entitled  “au  act  to  establish  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide  for 
Pie  admission  of  the  state  of  Michigan  into  the 
union,  upon  the  conditions  therein  expressed,”  ap- 
proved J une  15th,  1836,  did  enact  and  declare,  “that 
the  constitution  and  state  government  which  the 
people  of  Michigan  have  formed  for  themselves  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  accepted,  ratified  and  con- 
firmed; and  that  the  said  state  of  Michigan  shall  be 
and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  one  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  is  hereby  admitted  into  the  union, 
upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  states  in  all 
respects  whatsover,”  thereby  acknowdedging  our 
constitution  as  republican,  and  in  accordance  w ith 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787. 

And  wherea s,  congress  have  also  in  the  said  act 
inserted  a proviso  proposing  a radical  alteration  of 
our  southern  and  south  eastern  boundaiy,  secured 
us  by  the  articles  of  compact  contained  in  the  afore- 
said ordinance  of  1787,  and  which,  if  acceded  to  by 
the  people  of  Michigan,  would  deprive  us  of  all  ju- 
risdiction over  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie,  and  gra- 
tuitously bestow7  on  Ohio  the  exclusive  jurisdiction 
on  the  waters  of  the  said  lake,  from  the  Pennsylvania 
line  to  the  mouth  of  the  Detroit  river;  a gift,  the 
extent  of  which  (wre  believe)  neither  congress  nor 
the  state  of  Ohio  fully  comprehend;  and  have  re- 
quired the  people  of  this  state  to  give  their  assent  to 
the  aforesaid  change  of  boundaries,  by  a convention 
of  delegates  to  be'by  them  elected. 

And  whereas,  the  legislature  of  this  state,  with- 
out any  authority  derived  from  our  constitution,  by 
an  act  entitled  “an  act  to  provide  for  the  election  of 
delegates  to  a convention,”  refer  particularly  to 
said  act  of  congress,  and  seem  to  adopt  it  as  the  basis 
of  their  action,  and  to  acknowledge  the  power 
therein  assumed  by  congress. 

And  whereas,  this  convention  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  just  rights  of  Michigan,  as  respects 
her  southern  and  south  eastern  boundary,  and  also 
her  constitution,  embracing  that  part  of  our  terri- 
tory claimed  by  Ohio,  and  believing  that  the  assent 
required  by  the  said  proviso  cannot  be  given  by  us, 
without  a palpable  violation  of  our  constitution, 
(which  provides  the  only  way  in  which  it  can  be 
amended,  and  over  w hicb  this  convention  have  no 
control),  without  a sacrifice  of  our  rights  and  in- 
terests, and  without  committing  an  act  of  self-de- 
gradation, therefore. 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  cannot  give  their 
assent  to  the  proposition  contained  in  said  proviso 
— but  the  same  is  hereby  rejected. 


AFFAIRS  OF  TEXAS. 

We  published  tlio  other  day  a statement  of  Messrs. 
Wilson  and  Postl’thwaiie,  whose  characters  for  in- 
tegrity and  verac.ty  were  amply  vouched  for,  con- 
cerning the  state  of  affairs  in  Texas.  To  that  pub- 
lication a reply  of  considerable  length  has  been 
made  in  the  Lou.sville  Journal,  by  gen.  Chambers, 
(an  agent  of  the  Pexians),  which  reply  contradicts 
the  statements  ofthc  first  named  gentlemen  in  very 
plain  terms.  There  seems  to  us  to  be  a propriety, 
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having  copied  the  first  statement,  to  copy  also  so 
much°of  the  reply  as  is  in  the  nature  of  testimony 
conflicting  with  that  of  the  returned  emigrants.  In 
that  view  of  the  matter  we  make  the  following  ex- 
tracts from  the  publication  of  gen.  T.  J.  Chambers , 
nf  trip  T.mnsvillo  .Try 


to  which  the  editor  of  the  Louisville  Journal  gives 
entire  confidence  and  credit:  [IVaf.  Int. 

[extracts.] 

Disappointed  in  his  ambitious  pretensions  to  rank, 
and  finding  that  no  lands  were  to  be  had  in  Texas 
without  first  fighting  for  them,  Mr.  Wilson,  it 
seems,  determined  to  abandon  the  country,  and 
march  back  the  “Ladies’  Legion”  to  old  Kentucky. 
But  his  influence  was  not  sufficient  to  bring  back 
more  than  30  or  40  of  the  brave  300  that  left  Ken- 
tucky with  him;  the  balance  nobly  determined  to 
join  the  army,  and  seek  the  enemy;  and  they  were 
received,  as  Kentuckians  ever  wiil  be  received  by 
the  lovers  of  chivalry,  with  an  enthusiastic  and 
hearty  welcome. 

The  facts  as  set  forth  in  this  statement  of  Mr. 
Wilson’s  “march  to  Texas  and  back  again”  are  es- 
tablished by  a variety  of  testimony  in  my  posses- 
sion; but  the  following  letters  upon  the  subject  will 
be  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  public.  The  two  first 
are  from  lieuts.  Combs  and  Brashear,  very  respect- 
able young  officers  attached  to  col.  Harrison’s  bat- 
talion from  this  city,  now  with  the  main  army;  the 
third  is  from  the  commandant  of  the  post  of  Galves- 
ton; and  the  other  is  from  Dr.  Read,  of  the  Texian 
army,  a gentleman  of  high  respectability,  well 
known  in  Cincinnati: 

Extract  from  the  letter  of  1st  lieut.  James  Combs,  of 
capt.  J.  P.  Price’s  company,  dated 
“Near  Matagorda  bay,  Texas,  .Aug.  12. 1836. 

“Dear  sir:  AVe  reached  this  place  on  Sunday 
last.  The  army  is  about  twenty-five  miles  from  us 
and  it  is  thought  the  next  moye  will  be  for  Mata 
moras.  Colonel  Harrison  started  up  Red  river.  It 
is  thought  he  is  in  Velasco,  where  the  cabinet  is 
now  sitting.  AAre  saw  colonel  Wilson  at  Galvestoa 
He  has  gone  back  with  forty  or  fifty  men;  the  ba- 
lance, a part  of  two  companies,  are  now  encamped 
on  the  same  ground  with  us.  There  are  also  two 
other  companies  within  seven  or  eight  miles  of  us 
I suppose,  when  all  of  us  join  the  army,  it  will  con 
sist  of  nearly  twenty-two  hundred  men.  Provi 
sions  are  not  so  scarce  as  they  expected  they  would 
be.  There  are  three  vessels  now  in  the  bay  that 
have  just  been  unloaded  of  provisions  and  clothing, 
Wild  deer  and  cattle  are  innumerable  on  the  prairie 

“J.  COMBS. 

“Dr.  A.  W.  Hynes , Bardstown,  Ky.” 

Extract  of  a letter  from  W.  P.  Brashear,  2d  lieut. 
of  capt.  J.  P.  Price’s  company,  dated 
“Matagorda  bay,  on  board  brig  Hope,  Aug.  6, 1836 
“Head  quarters  are  ten  miles  above  Victoria,  as 
we  hear.  They  will  be  moved  to  Copano  in  a few 
weeks.  An  expedition  is  had  in  contemplation 
against  Matamoras,  as  we  have  heard.  Colonel 
Wilson,  Burch,  and  about  forty  of  the  volunteers 
who  came  with  them,  returned  on  board  the  Flash 
to  the  United  States.  Burch  told  me  their  inten 
tion  was  to  make  a publication  of  facts,  which 
would  prevent  another  volunteer  from  coming  to 
Texas.  The  fact  is,  they  are  disappointed  in  get- 
ting the  offices  they  wanted,  or  those  they  came 
for.  They  then  persuaded  some  men  to  return 
with  them,  that  it  might  appear  better;  but  were  I 
there,  (i.  e.  United  States),  and  know  what  I now 
know,  I should  come,  (i.  e.  to  Texas). 

“W.  P.  BRASHEAR.” 

Commandancy  of  Galieston , July  31,  1836. 
Sir:  The  strange,  and  to  me  unaccountable  cir- 
cumstance of  colonel  AVilson’s  returning  imme- 
diately back  to  the  United  States  with  some  eighty 
of  the  men  he  brought  out  heie  with  him  from  Ken- 
tucky, will  no  doubt  cause  some  surprise  in  New 
Orleans,  and  be  the  matter  of  much  speculation 
and  conversation.  Colonel  AVilson  sent,  and  brought 
with  him,  near  200  men:  a majority  of  whom  liar 
determined  to  remain,  notwithstanding  a respecta- 
ble minority  have  determined  to  return.  Colonel 
AVilson  speaks  of  being  uncivilly  treated  by  the 
cabinet,  and  is  evidently  disappointed  in  not 
ceiving  as  high  a commission  as  promised  him  by 
major  Ira  R.  Lewis;  and  which,  according  to  the 
regulation  of  the  present  government,  he  was  not 
entitled  to.  Be  that  as  it  may,  that  any  circum 
stance  should  have  turned  up  to  cause  colonel  AVil 
son  and  so  many  men  to  return  without  reportin 
for  service  at  all,  is  a matter  of  serious  regret 
Some  of  those_  returning  are  unJor  an  impression 
that  no  bounty  land  will  be  allowed  to  those  “com 
ing  in  after  the  1st  July;”  which  (3  not  the  case, 
all  those  who  come  and  serve  Texp.s  will  be  reward 
ed  with  land,  notwithstanding  thejy  may  have  come 
in  at  the  eleventh  hour.  Col.  AVilson  is  represented 
a3  a very  worthy  and  influential  rnan;  therefore,  one 


of  his  influence  and  popularity  returning  so  unex-  | a port  of  the  republic  one  or  more  of  those  who  fled 
pectedly  and  under  such  circumstances,  may  injure  ' the  country,  or  were  expelled  ( fugados  o’  repulsa- 
the  cause  of  Texas  materially.  Colonel  AA’ilson  will  dos),  shall  deliver  them  over  to  the  local  authorities, 
have  been  at  considerable  expense  in  this  business,  1 in  order  that  they  may  be  dealt  with  according  to 
independent  of  having  to  defray  the  expense  of  > the  laws  of  the  country. 

those  men  returning  to  New  Orleans;  I presume  he  j Secondly,  That  if  any  captain  of  vessel  bringing 
does  not  expect  the  government  to  pay  their  pas-  into  a port  of  the  republic  one  or  more  of  the  said 
sage,  &c.  out  here.  Captain  Bridges  has  colonel  | description  of  persons,  (fugados  o’ expuls, \dos)  uu- 
Wilson’s  receipt  for  90  odd  men  landed  at  Galves- 
ton; but  there  will  be  80  odd  returned  in  the  Flash 
— more  or  less. 

Respectfully,  your  servant. 

P.  S.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  above  there  is 
some  uncertainty  how  many  men  will  go  back. 


Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Sept.  17,  1836. 
Dear  sir:  I left  Velasco  on  the  12th  August, 
several  days  subsequent  to  the  departure  of  col. 
AVilson,  at  which  time  volunteers  were  continually 
coming  into  Texas  in  great  numbers,  and  were  re- 
ceived in  the  most  favorable  and  welcome  manner. 
The  universal  opinion  of  all,  civil,  military  and  ci- 
tizens, was,  that  those  who  came  in  after  the  1st 
July  would  receive  lands  proportionate  to  their  ser- 
vices. In  a conversation  held  with  president  Bur- 
net, I understood  that  col.  AArilson’s  dissatisfaction 
arose  from  the  fact  that  government  could  not  grar.t 
him  the  commission  of  colonel,  because  he  had  not 
the  complement  of  men  to  entitle  him  to  that  rank. 
With  the  exception  of  a small  number  who  return- 
ed, the  remainder  of  col.  AVilson’s  battalion  joined 
the  main  army,  and  I hope  will  never  dishonor  the 
flag,  presented  by  the  generous,  patriotic  and  chi- 
valrous ladies  of  Kentucky. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  re- 
spect, your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

EZRA  READ,  M.  D. 
Gen.  T.  J.  Chambers,  Texian  army. 

But,  to  show  at  once  their  total  recklessness  of 
what  they  assert  in  this  matter,  and  to  make  it  evi- 
dent that  they  have  formed  a picture  drawn  wholly 
from  imagination.  I will  subjoin  the  following 
note  from  captain  G.  F.  Lawrence,,  who  is  well 
known  in  Cincinnati  as  a gentleman  of  respectabi- 
lity and  scrupulous  veracity.  Captain  Lawrence 
went  out  to  Texas  as  first  lieutenant  of  captain  Al- 
len’s company  from  Cincinnati,  a short  time  be- 
fore the  “Ladies’  Legion”  marched  from  Lexington, 
and  returned  with  a captain’s  commission.  He  is 
now  in  this  city  with  a fine  company  of  emigrants, 
and  will  shortly  leave  for  Texas. 

Cincinnati,  Sept.  17, 1836. 

Dear  sir:  As  regards  your  inquiries  of  me  re- 
specting the  discipline  of  the  army  of  Texas,  I take 
pleasure  in  stating  that,  as  far  as  I am  acquainted, 
(having  done  duty  for  several  weeks  at  Galveston 
island),  the  army  is  under  the  same  discipline  as 
that  of  the  United  States,  there  being  a regular 
roll-call  of  each  company,  and  a regular  guard 
mounted  for  camp  duty  daily,  as  in  all  camps  of  the 
United  States,  and  reports  of  the  same  made  to  the 
commandant  of  the  post.  I was  still  at  Galveston 
island  when  captain  Postlethwaite  arrived  there 
with  the  Kentucky  volunteers,  and  neither  he  nor 
colonel  Wilson  went  to  the  west,  where  the  main 
army  was,  during  their  stay  in  Texas.  Respectful- 
ly, your  obedient  servant, 

G.  F.  LAWRENCE,  capt.  Texian  army. 

To  gen.  T.  Jeff.  Chambers. 


der  their  own  proper  name,  or  it  shall  be  proved 
that  he  has  brought  them  under  any  other  name, 
being  privy  to  the  fact  of  their  identity,  and  the  au- 
thorities should  think  proper  to  order  them  out  of 
the  country,  the  captain  will  be  compelled  to  main- 
tain them  at  his  own  expense  during  their  stay  in 
port,  in  any  place  designated  by  the  said  authori- 
ties; and  will  be  required  to  re-embark  and  take 
them  whence  they  came.  On  the  prosecution  of 
their  voyage,  or  to  any  port  without  the  country, 
under  a penalty  by  bond  of  500  dollars,  which  shall 
remain  in  force  until  a certificate  he  produced  from 
the  authorities  of  the  port  of  his  or  their  disembark- 
ation, proving  that  he  or  they  have  in  fact  been  so 
disembarked. 

And  3dly,  That  the  term  of  -10  days  allowed  in 
the  former  resolution  of  19th  July,  shall  be  extend- 
ed to  60  days,  commencing  from  the  date  hereof. 

I have  the  honor  to  communicate  the  above  in 
answer  to  your  note  of  19th  instant,  and  to  state 
that  under  this  same  date  I have  apprized  the  go- 
vernors of  the  different  provinces  of  this  new  order. 
I remain  your  ob’dt  serv’t, 

(Sighed)  J.  S.  RODRIGUES. 

(True  copy.) 

(Signed)  GALLEGO. 


REPUBLIC  OF  VENEZUELA. 

U.  S.  consul.  La  Guayra,  Aug.  31,  1S36. 

To  the  editor  of  the  United  States  Gazette: 

Sir:  I hasten  to  transmit  to  you  a translated 
copy  of  an  order  or  decree  just  published,  on  the 
subject  of  banished  individuals,  and  interesting  to 
our  merchants.  And  remain  your  ob‘t  serv’t, 

BENJAMIN  RENSHAAV,  U.  S.  consul. 


TRANSLATION. 

.Depart  mcnl  of  state,  office  of  the  interior  on 
Domestic  affairs,  t'araccas,  2 4th,  Aug.  1S36. 

To  the  hem.  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs: 

Sir:  The  government  having  taken  into  consi- 
deration the  several  communications  addressed  to 
it  by  the  charge  dns  affairs  of  his  Britannic  majesty 
and  the  United  States,  as  likewise  of  the  consul  of 
France,  relative  to  the  resolution  of  the  19th  July 
last,  and  perceiving  (hat  they  have  not  been  able  to 
avail  themselves  of  1 he  whole  term  therein  specified, 
in  order  to  give  the  necessary  information  to  the 
commercial  community  of  their  respective  nations, 
in  consequence  of  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs 
not  having  been  able  to  communicate  said  resolu- 
tion at  an  earlier  period:  and  further,  being  anxious 
to.  give  every  facility  to  the  mercantile  interests  of 
friendly  powers,  consistent  with  good  order  and  the 
security  of  the  republic,  has  resolved, 

Firstly,  That  the  above  mentioned  resolution  of 
the  10th  Julj"  last,  shall  be  no  longer  in  force  in  all 
cases,  where  the  captain  of  any  vessel  bringing  into 


A PEEP  AT  CHINA. 

From  the  Whitehaven  Herald,  ( England ) . 

We  have  great  pleasure  in  publishing  the  follow- 
ing letter,  not  merely  as  coming  from  the  pen  of 
our  respected  townsman,  captain  Pinper,  but  as 
furnishing  the  most  graphic  and  interesting  de- 
scription of  Chinese  manners  which  we  have  met 
with  since  the  voyage  of  M.  GutzlafF.  Captain 
Pinder  is  so  well  known  in  the  mercantile  world, 
that  it  is,  perhaps,  unnecessary  to  state  that,  after 
extensive  experience  in  almost  every  part  of  the 
globe,  he  has  for  some  years  been  engaged  in  the 
trade  to  Canton,  to  which  port  he  has  conducted 
more  vessels  from  England  than  any  other  man  liv- 
ing, and,  from  the  important  mercantile  operations 
which  he  has  conducted,  has  enjoyed  more  oppor- 
tunities of  close  observation  than  falls  generally  to 
the  lot  of  occasional  visiters.  At  the  date  of  the 
letter  he  was  employed  in  loading  a large  vessel  for 
Mr.  Brocklebank,  of  Liverpool. 

Canton,  Feb.  22,  1836. 

My  dear  sir-  The  joyous  days  of  mirth  and 
glee,  the  new  year,  are  now  in  the  meridian  of  their 
sunshine  in  China,  a memorable  anniversary  in  the 
Celestial  Empire,  and  proving  so  very  interesting  to 
me  that  I write  you  a brief  description  of  what  has 
crossed  my  observation.  The  new  year’s  day  of 
China  is  mutable,  and  regulated  by  the  moon;  this 
year  it  falls  on  the  17th  February.  It  is  the  Chi- 
nese custom  to  settle  all  accounts,  pay  all  debts, 
and  receive  all  balances  before  the  close  of  the  old 
year;  for,  agreeably  to  their  law,  no  claim  can  be 
made  after  the  new  year  commences.  Commerce 
has,  in  bonsequence,  for  several  days,  been  totally 
suspended,  paying  and  receiving  money  being  now 
the  staple  occupation;  and  it  is  interesting  to  wit- 
ness thegeneral  hustle  that  prevails — merchants  and 
tradesmen  enveloped  in  books  and  accounts;  coolies 
(laboreis)  hurrying  along  with  baskets  of  dollars  in 
whatever  direction  you  turn;  the  servants  even 
exact  from  you  the  last  cash  (a  small  copper  coin). 
Every  louse,  shop  and  hong  undergoes  the  same 
processlof  ablution,  being  the  only  time  during  the 
year  tint  this  is  performed.  The  eager  anxiety  to 
be  traced  on  the  countenance  of  each  at  the  near 
approach  of  this  momentous  epoch  is  discernible  (o 
all,  andfparticularly  about  11  o’clock  at  night  of  the 
last  day,  when  despatch  in  the  truest  form  now  as- 
sumes Is  mastery  to  those  whose  business  remains 
unconcluded,  and  with  a throbbing  pulse  many 


dread  the  expected  peals  of  the  signal  gong  that 
proclaims  the  old  year  over.  The  myriads  of  gongs 
that  follow,  and  tlie  incessant  explosion  of  crackers, 
would  lead  you  to  believe  that  the  heat  of  the  bat- 
tle of  AAaterloo  could  be  but  faintly  compared  to  it; 
and  thfe  is  continued  without  intermission  for  se- 
veral cays.  Next  are  seen  merchants,  shopkeepers, 
tradesmen,  8tc.  &c.  with  hurried  steps,  winding 
their  f ay  to  Joss  houses,  (temples),  with  their 
thin-c  in'  (a  sort  of  prayer  on  paper)  which  they 
comtnt  to  the  flames  of  a burning  caldron,  on  an 
altar,  )n  front  of  the  Joss  (Chinese  god).  There, 
after  sundry  superstitious  gestures,  they  prostrate 
themplves,'  with  their  foreheads  knocking  the 
groinjd  three  times.  This  is  a prayer  for  luck, 
thanks  for  that  which  they  have  received,  and  a 
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supplication  that  all  devils  may  b-  driven  from  their 
dwellings.  The  continued  noise  of  the  gongs  is  to 
assist  in  frightening  them  away,  their  religious  rites 
being  performed  chiefly  by  firs,  the  crackers  are  to 
carry  them  (the  devils)  from  them. 

On  the  morning  of  the  new  year  commences  the 
scene  of  rejoicing  and  a week  of  festivity  and  en- 
joyment: all  thought  of  sleep  is  banished  from  their 
minds,  and  they  seem  determined  to  deprive  every 
one  else  of  that  pleasure,  for  nothing  but  the  noise 
of  crackers,  each  with  a report  equal  to  that  of  a 
pistol,  is  to  be  heard;  and  each  house  is  supplied  in 

treat  abundance  for  this  occasion.  Instruments  of 
iscord,  not  of  music,  are  sending  their  any  thing 
but  tuneful  notes  out  of  almost  every  hong  and  shop 
on  the  astounded  ear;  above  all,  the  changing  gongs, 
sweet  music  to  Chinamen,  are  in  constant  use. 
I was  also  astonished  at  the  universal  cleanliness  in 
the  dress  and  person  of  all,  but  particularly  the 
lower  class;  each  Chinaman  with  a head  clean 
shaved,  except  the  crown,  from  which  is  pendant  to 
the  heels  a neatly  plaited  tail.  A new  suit  of  clothes 
could  be  discerned  on  all,  not  certainly  of  a Bond 
street  cut,  but  of  one  admirably  adapted  to  the  cli- 
mate, and  enveloping  men  often  with  bodies  and 
limbs  that  even  an  Englishman  might  envy.  In 
these  holyday  clothes  it  was  difficult  to  recognise 
your  own  servants.  Maternal  pride  at  this  inter- 
esting moment  seemed  to  divest  itself  from  its  for- 
mer sluggishness,  and  to  triumph  for  a few  days 
over  poverty  and  labor.  The  lower  class  of  females 
in  China  have  to  rear  and  support  themselves  and 
children,  and  often  the  husband  also.  Many  of 
those  matrons  have  frequently  ferried  me  over  the 
river  in  their  garbs  of  labor,  when  those  little  urchins 
dangling  by  their  side,  dressed  in  clothes  of  red, 
green,  yellow  and  blue,  were  crawling  about  the 
boat  in  the  clothes  that  nature  had  given  them,  with 
one  only  necessary  appendage,  a kind  of  life-buoy, 
slung  round  between  their  shoulders,  to  save  them 
from  drowning  when  they  tumble  overboard — a bath 
which,  perhaps  involuntarily,  they  often  take.  I 
frequently  thought  I could  trace  a smile  of  self- 
gratification on  the  countenance  of  those  dames 
when  passing  a rival  sister  of  the  skull  or  oar,  and 
a significant  toss  of  the  head,  enough  to  say,  “my 
children  look  better  than  yours.” 

Old  times  have  been  recalled  to  my  memory  in 
witnessing  the  sports  and  games  going  on  here:  al- 
though different  in  a small  degree  from  those  prac- 
tised at  our  fairs  at  home,  many  bear  a near  resem- 
blance. Those  pastimes  in  England  pursued  only 
in  the  years  of  boyhood  are  practised  here  with 
anxious  solicitude  from  the  youth  of  seven  years  to 
the  gray  beard  of  three  score  and  ten.  Gambling, 
which  at  all  time,  I think,  is  more  prevalent  in 
China  than  any  other  part,  is  now  carried  to  great 
excess:  you  can  scarcely  walk  five  yards  without 
meeting  a group  squatted  on  the  ground  at  this  seem- 
ingly interesting  occupation:  even  the  beggars, 
more  numerous  than  I ever  witnessed  in  any  other 
part,  relax  from  their  former  labors,  throwing  off 
the  look  of  melancholy,  disease  and  death,  and  en- 
joying  the  otium  cumdignitate  of  those  around  them, 
staking  their  “cash”  at  the  dice.  While  these 
amusements  are  passing  among  the  lower  classes, 
the  rich  are  not  idle.  We  find  them  engaged  in 
visiting  and  being  visited.  The  hong  merchants 
and  others  have  their  apartments  decorated  in  gay 
splendor,  with  tables  groaning  under  the  loads  of 
pyramids  of  cakes,  sweetmeats  and  fruits;  the  most 
fragrant  scents  in  abundance;  and  flowers  of  every 
description  meet  the  eye  in  every  direction. 

We  have  also  sing-songs;  alias  theatres,  but  they 
do  not  eclipse  Drury  Lane  or  Covent  Garden;  tra- 
gedians, but  not  equal  to  a Kean;  comedians,  so 
truly  ridiculous  that  they  would  make  a Liston 
laugh.  We  have  singers,  but  their  notes  are  not  a 
“concord  of  sweet  sounds.”  We  have  dancers,  not 
on  “the  light  fantastic  toe,”  but  clogged  in  1 1-8 
inch  of  pine.  We  have  pirouettes  that  would  as- 
tonish Taglioni  or  Celeste;  but  perhaps  the  English 
admirers  of  this  dance  would  be  disappointed  in  the 
too  modest  performances  of  the  Chinese  ladies. — 
The  massy  profusion  of  silk  and  satin  with  which 
the  opera  ladies  here  ai'e  adorned  is  suck  that  all  the 
rotary  motion  their  agility  can  give  to  tine  anatomi- 
cal forms  is  scarcely  sufficient  to  raise  the  dreamy 
folds  of  their  robes  mors  than  to  convince  the  spec- 
tator that  long  full  trowsers  may  shrowd  an  ankle 
that  a Yestris  might  envy.  Not  being  acquainted 
with  the  Chinese  language,  I can  say  nothing  rela- 
tive to  their  drama;  judging  from  view,  I should 
suppose  it  to  be  no  mean  performance,  with  the 
exception  of  the  scenes  of  nature  frequently  per- 
sonified in  a manner  repulsive  to  the  ideas  of  civili- 
zation. We  have  the  Gatee  Gardens — no  bad  re- 
semblance to  Vauxhall;  and  the  blazon  of  China 
beauty  in  richest  splendor  there  displayed.  To 
those  gardens  the  most  respectable  of  the  Chinese 
ladies  with  their  children,  resort  in  the  evenings  of 


these  holydays,  and  thread  the  avenues  with  the 
crippled  step  of  the  little  foot,  painful  to  the  feel- 
ings of  a European.  Beauty,  although  of  a pecu- 
liar description,  they  can  boast;  but,  not  content 
with  cheeks  and  lips  of  nature’s  coloring,  by  artifi- 
cial means  they  attempt  to  outvie  the  lily  in  the 
former,  and  “the  red,  red  rose”  in  the  latter.  I 
find  myself  quite  unequal  to  the  task  of  describing 
their  dress,  bespangled  and  bedecked  with  jewels 
and  silks  of  costly  price.  All  the  above  mention- 
ed sights,  and  many  more,  the  “outside  barbarians” 
are  freely  admitted  to  as  spectators.  I must  add, 
that  the  last  week  is  the  most  interesting  of  any  ex- 
perienced in  China,  and  regret  that  in  the  limits  of 
one  sheet  I cannot  enter  into  details  as  I wished. 

Since  my  arrival,  through  the  occurrence  of  a 
most  destructive  fire,  and  at  the  moment  of  their 
greatest  confusion,  I got  within  the  walls  of  the 
city,  so  strictly  prohibited  to  all  foreigners.  I per- 
ceived little  of  any  interest  to  cause  seclusion,  or 
to  note  herein.  On  another  occasion,  I was  one  of 
the  many  foreigners,  consisting  of  English  mer- 
chants and  shipmasters,  to  take  a petition  inside 
the  city  gate,  to  be  presented  to  the  viceroy,  for 
the  release  of  the  Faerie  Queen’s  letters,  from  Liver- 
pool, and  the  second  officers  in  charge  of  them, 
unlawfully  detained  by  a Mandarin.  We  were  de- 
tained four  hours,  pent  up  between  the  inner  and 
outer  gates,  before  a decisive  promise  could  be  ob- 
tained for  the  grant  of  our  petition.  The  foyeun, 
or  next  in  authority  to  the  viceroy,  held  several  au- 
diences with  us  through  the  linguists,  and  seeing 
our  determination  to  remain  there  cill  the  object 
we  had  come  on  was  concluded,  he  consented  to 
lay  it  before  the  viceroy.  Previous  to  this,  tiffin 
(lunch)  had  been  sent  for;  and  when,  in  the  midst 
of  a serious  debate,  two  coolies  heavily  laden  with 
sandwiches,  wines,  &c.  made  their  appearance,  the 
debate  was  cut  short,  and  the  foyeun’s  ears  deafen- 
ed with  three  of  the  most  hearty  cheers  he  ever 
heard.  At  this  insult,  he  ordered  the  soldiers  to 
charge.  Busy  at  a different  occupation  than  fight- 
ing, the  charge  was  at  first  successful  in  causing  a 
small  retreat;  but,  immediately  forming  a complete 
body,  and  rallying  with  no  other  arms  than  sticks, 
the  lost  ground  was  regained,  and  the  soldiers  dri- 
ven outside  the  wicket — proving  the  magnanimity 
of  Chinese  soldiers,  when  40  or  50  Englishmen 
could  keep  at  bay  at  least  1,000  Chinese.  The  fo- 
yeun was  not  a little  surprised  to  observe  the  cool 
indifference  with  which  the  English,  after  recover- 
ing their  ground,  enjoyed  a hearty  meal,  each  with 
a stick  inhand  at  his  post.  Many  were  the  impre- 
cations he  uttered  on  us,  and  “Fanquai!”  or,  white 
devils,  was  often  heard.  He  left  us,  and  soon  re- 
turned with  all  we  required.  Again  three  cheers 
announced  that  our  business  was  done.  Three  of 
our  party  received  light  wounds,  and  from  the  ac- 
tive motion  of  many  of  our  sticks  some  sore  heads 
would  be  felt  next  day  by  the  Chinese.  They 
fought  with  pikes  of  hard  wood,  sharp  at  one  end. 

Before  concluding,  I have  to  add  that  we  have 
had  here  lately  a fall  of  snow,  said  to  be  never  wit- 
nessed before  in  Canton  by  the  oldest  inhabitant; 
and  as  it  was  the  occasion  of  many  anecdotes  among 
the  astonished  natives,  I add  a few:  A respectable 
Chinese,  when  asked  what  he  considered  snow 
like,  replied  “cotton  and  goose-tails.”  One  per- 
son bottling  snow,  when  asked  for  what  purpose, 
replied  “to  make  his  stomach  cold  when  he  had  the 
fever  in  hot  weather” — thermometer  at  the  same 
time  90  to  96.  Groups  were  seen  working  it  into 
all  kinds  of  grotesque  shapes,  and  afterwards  taking 
it  to  the  fire  to  harden.  Others,  where  the  sun 
was  powerful,  watching  with  the  greatest  anxiety 
its  gradual  decay.  Some  remarked  that  the  Fan- 
quai, not  content  with  coming  themselves  to  China, 
had  brought  Fanquai  with  them.  Such,  then,  is 
the  wisdom  of  those  sage  men  of  China  who  are 
pleased  to  designate  us  barbarians,  and  more  fre- 
quently by  a less  respectful  name!  I remain, 
yours  truly,  J.  PINDER. 


THE  HINDOO  EXHIBITION. 

We  export  ice  to  the  East  Indies,  and  import  the 
natives.  Certainly  there  are  no  bounds  to  Ameri- 
can enterprise.  Although  Hindostan  has  been  so 
long  part  and  parcel  of  the  British  empire,  such  an 
exhibition  has  never  been  carried  to  England.  In- 
deed the  collector  at  Calcutta  expressed  his  surprise 
as  these  figures  passed  the  custom  house,  and  in- 
sisted thaGthey  were  not  the  work  of  Hindoos. — 
One  can  hardly  realize,  as  he  enters  the  hall,  that  a 
voyage  of  four  months  will  place  him  in  the  midst 
of  a population  of  nearly  a million  of  human  beings 
such  as  he  sees  before  him.  Whatever  may  be  the 
errors  of  the  Hindoo  faith,  their  conduct,  in  many 
instances,  affords  examples  that  maybe  beneficially 
imitated  by  the  most  enlightened  nations.  During 
the  past  year  the  celebration  of  the  Doorga  Poojah 
was  continued  nearly  three  weeks;  and  the  streets 


of  Calcutta  were  thronged  day  and  night;  yet  not 
an  instance  was  observed  either  of  quarrelling  or  of 
intoxication. 

The  Hindoo  character  has  been  drawn  in  the 
brightest  and  darkest  colors.  Missionaries  gene- 
rally represent  them  as  worse  than  other  heathens; 
while  sir  Wm.  Jones  speaks  favorably,  and  the 
marquis  ol  Hastings  and  bishop  Heber,  unite  in  de- 
scribing them  as  amiable  and  virtuous. 

Their  mode  of  trade  seems  peculiar;  manyamus- 
ing accounts  are  given,  among  which  may  be  found 

THE  FAIR  OF  MAKERIEFF. 

On  the  confines  of  Europe  and  Asia,  and  near 
the  Wolga,  is  situated  the  miserable  village  of  Make- 
reiff,  celebrated  for  the  great  fair  which  is  held 
there  in  July  every  year. 

There  we  find  assembled  people  of  all  nations,  and 
merchandise  of  every  description.  Among  the  most 
remarkable  articles  for  sale,  and  perhaps  the  most 
interesting  to  the  ladies  of  Europe,  must  be  men- 
tioned the  shawls  of  Cashmere.  One  of  my  friends 
having  had  an  opportunity  of  attending  as  a witness 
at  the  purchase  of  a parcel  of  these  manufactures, 
has  given  me  an  account  of  the  transaction,  which 
appears  so  curious  that  I think  the  detail  will  be 
amusing.  The  conclusion  of  a bargain  for  shawls 
always  takes  place  before  witnesses.  Having  been 
asked  to  attend  in  that  capacity,  I went  to  the  fair 
with  the  purchaser,  the  other  witness  and  a broker, 
who  was  an  Armenian.  We  stopped  at  a miserable 
house,  which  was  however  the  abode  of  a rich  Hin- 
doo, and  being  ushered  into  the  cellar,  beheld  eighty 
large  packages  piled  against  the  wall — parcels  of 
the  most  valuable  shawls  are  sold  without  the  pur- 
chaser seeing  any  more  than  the  outside  of  them; 
yet  he  buys  by  a descriptive  catalogue  procured 
by  the  broker  from  Cashmere.  He  and  his  wit- 
nesses and  brokers,  (for  he  sometimes  has  two),  all 
sit  down.  He  does  not  however  say  a word;  every 
thing  being  managed  by  the  brokera,  who  go  con- 
tinually from  him  to  the  seller,  whispering  in  his 
ear,  and  taking  him  to  the  farthest  corner  of  the 
cellar.  This  negotiation  is  continued  till  the  price 
first  asked  is  so  far  reduced,  that  the  difference  be- 
tween that  and  the  price  offered  is  not  too  great; 
so  that  hopes  may  be  entertained  of  coming  to  an 
agreement.  The  shawls  are  now  brought  and  the 
two  principals  begin  to  negotiate.  The  seller  dis- 
plays his  merchandise  and  extols  it  highly;  the 
buyer  looks  upon  it  with  contempt  and  rapidly 
compares  the  marks  and  numbers. 

This  being  done,  the  scene  becomes  animated; 
the  purchaser  makes  a direct  offer,  the  seller  rises 
as  if  to  go  away.  The  brokers  follow  him  crying 
aloud  and  bringing  him  back  by  force;  they  contend 
and  struggle;  one  pulls  one  way,  and  one  the  other; 
it  is  a noise  and  confusion  of  which  it  is  difficult  to 
form  an  idea.  The  poor  Hindoo  acts  the  most  pas- 
sive part;  he  is  sometimes  even  ill  treated.  When 
this  has  continued  some  time,  and  they  think  they 
have  persuaded  him,  they  proceed  to  the  third  act, 
which  consists  of  giving  the  hand,  and  is  performed 
in  the  most  grotesque  manner.  The  brokers  seize 
upon  the  seller  and  endeavor  by  force  to  make  him 
put  his  hand  into  that  of  the  purchaser,  who  holds 
it  open  for  the  purpose,  and  repeats  his  offer  with  a 
loud  voice.  The  Hindoo  defends  himself;  he  makes 
resistance;  disengages  himself,  and  wraps  up  his 
hand  in  the  wide  sleeves  of  his  robe,  and  repeats 
his  first  price  in  a lamentable  voice. 

This  comedy  continues  a considerable  time;  they 
separate;  they  make  a pause,  as  if  to  recover 
strength  for  a new  contest; — the  noise  and  strug- 
gling recommence; — at  last  the  two  brokers  seize 
the  hand  of  the  seller,  and,  notwithstanding  all  his 
efforts  and  cries,  oblige  him  to  lay  it  in  the*  hand  of 
the  buyer.  All  at  once  the  greatest  tranquillity  pre- 
vails; the  Hindoo  is  ready  to  weep,  and  laments  in 
a low  voice  that  he  has  been  too  hasty.  The  bro- 
kers congratulate  the  purchaser;  they  sit  down  and 
proceed  to  the  final  ceremony — the  delivery  of  the 
goods.  All  that  has  passed  is  mere  comedy;  it  is, 
however,  indispensable,  because  the  Hindoo  will  by 
all  means  have  the  appearance  of  having  been  de- 
ceived and  duped.  If  he  has  not  been  sufficiently 
pushed  about  and  shaken,  if  he  has  not  had  his  collar 
torn,  if  he  has  not  received  the  full  compliment  of 
punches  in  the  ribs  and  knocks  on  the  head,  if  his  arm 
is  not  black  and  blue  from  being  held  fast  to  make  him 
give  his  hand  to  the  buyer,  he  repents  of  his  bargain 
till  the  next  fair,  when  it  is  very  difficult  to  makehim 
give  his  hand  on  any  terms.  In  the  above  affair  the 
Hindoo  demanded  230.000  roubles,  and  came  down 
to  180,000.  A new  dispute  arose  about  the  time  of 
payment,  which,  however,  being  finally  settled,  the 
whole  party  knelt  down  to  pray! 

My  prayer  was  fervent  and  sincere.  I prayed 
Heaven  to  be  pleased  to  cure  the  women  of  Europe, 
as  soon  as  possible,  of  their  extravagant  fondness 
for  this  article  of  luxury.  We  then  separated,  and 
each  went  his  way. 
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OFFICIAL  ROGUERY. 

From,  the  Boston  Morning  Post. 

The  following  article  contains  an  authentic  and 
detailed  statement  of  the  dishonesty  practised  by 
John  Reed,  late  constable  of  this  city,  on  a young 
convict,  Archer,  from  whose  effects  he  abstracted  a 
diamond  breastpin.  It  is  interesting,  as  exhibiting 
the  great  opportunity  possessed  by  police  officers  to 
prey  on  the  friendless  and  unprotected  prisoners 
who  may  fall  into  their  power,  and  demonstrates 
the  necessity  of  selecting  for  such  officers  men  of 
sterling  integrity  and  respectability,  that  they  may 
not,  while  enforcing  the  law  upon  offenders,  at  the 
same  time  bring  disgrace  upon  it,  and  render  it  a 
mere  instrument  of  rapine  and  cruel  oppression. 
The  public  have  not  only  to  guard  against  “ 'judge 
law,”  but  also  against  constable  law: 

Statement.  In  the  month  of  July,  Samuel 
Archer  was  arrested  in  the  city  hall,  in  the  very  act 
of  picking  a gentleman’s  pocket,  by  constable  John 
Reed.  The  public  papers  of  the  day  praised  Reed 
very  warmly  for  his  skill  and  perseverance  in  fol- 
lowing up  and  securing  the  adroit  young  rogue.  Geo. 
W.  Phillips  and  Geo.  T.  Bigelow,  esqs.  were  coun- 
sel for  Archer,  and  he  described  the  property  that 
Reed  had  taken  from  him  after  the  arrest,  viz: 
clothes,  a diamond  pin,  and  a diamond  ring,  and 
upwards  of  $70  in  money.  He  no  doubt  had  that 
sum  of  money,  as  but  a short  time  before  he  picked 
a gentleman’s  pocket  of  more  than  that  sum.  This 
property  remained,  according  to  law,  in  Reed’s  pos- 
session, until  the  case  was  disposed  of  in  the  muni- 
cipal court. 

Reed  told  the  counsel  that  he  would  keep  the  ar- 
ticles all  safe,  but  said  th  at  the  pin  was  of  no  value,  and 
that  the  money  amounted  to  only  about./!/?!/  dollars. 
Archer  was  convicted  on  the  12th  of  August,  and 
he  gave  his  counsel  an  order  on  Reed  for  his  pro- 
perty, to  be  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  warden  of 
the  state  prison  till  the  expiration  of  his  sentence. 
Reed  delivered  the  clothing  and  fifty  dollars,  keep- 
ing back  six,  as  he  said,  for  compensation  for  taking 
care  of  the  rest;  the  ring  and  pin  he  was  to  return 
at  another  time. 

A day  or  two  after,  Reed  handed  to  the  counsel 
the  diamond  ring,  but,  instead  of  a diamond  pin,  he 
only  returned  a common  pin  of  no  value.  He  in- 
sisted upon  it  that  he  took  both  the  pin  and  ring 
from  Archer.  The  pin  differed  so  entirely  from  the 
diamond  described  by  Archer,  that  the  counsel  at 
once  suspected  Reed  of  an  attempt  to  rob  the  very 
pickpocket  he  had  received  so  much  credit  for  cap- 
turing. They  communicated  their  suspicions  to  the 
warden  of  the  state  prison,  who,  without  hinting  the 
object  of  his  inquiry,  induced  Archer  to  describe 
his  pin  minutely;  differing  in  every  particular  from 
the  one  returned  by  Reed,  which  was  then  shown 
to  Archer,  who  promptly  said  it  was  not  his.  There 
was  now  but  little  room  to  doubt  that  Reed  had 
played  the  cheat.  Upon  inquiry  at  J.  Bigelow’s 
jewelry  store,  it  was  ascertained  that  Josiah  Gooding 
had  spoken  of  buying  such  a pin  of  a constable. 
Mr.  Gooding  was  then  called  upon,  and  he  stated 
that  he  had  bought  such  a pin  of  Reed  for  $25;  it  was 
produced,  and  corresponded  in  every  particular  with 
the  description  given  by  Archer;  and  when  it  was 
carried  over  to  him,  he  instantly  claimed  it  as  his. 

Possessed  of  these  facts,  the  counsel  sent  for 
Mr.  Reed,  and  first  stated  to  him  their  suspicions, 
without  giving  him  their  reasons  for  them;  he  show7- 
ed  some  agitation,  but  affirmed  that  the  pin  he  gave 
them  was  the  very  one  he  took  from  Archer;  they 
then  presented  the  diamond  pin,  and  told  him  he 
was  deceiving  them,  that  this  was  Archer’s  pin, 
and  what  he  had  done  with  it.  He  still  denied  the 
fact;  said  that  he  did  sell  that  diamond  pin  to  Mr. 
Gooding,  but  that  he  had  it  a year  ago  of  a man  in 
Providence  for  debt,  and  had  worn  it  sometimes. 
There  was  still  no  legal  evidence  against  Reed,  as 
Archer  was  a convict,  and  consequently  incompe- 
tent. Presuming  on  this  as  his  protection,  Reed 
had  probably  first  conceived  the  design  of  embezzling 
the  property,  and  now  persisted  in  his  denial.  He 
told  the  gentlemen  his  character  would  bear  inves- 
tigation, "that  he  was  always  very  particular  in  these 
matters,  and  that  it  was  their  duty  to  proceed  against 
him  if  they  believed  him  guilty.  Satisfied  beyond 
all  question  of  his  guilt,  though  it  was  doubtful 
whether  it  could  be  legally  proved,  as  Archer,  being 
a convict,  could  not  testify  in  court,  the  counsel 
still  determined  to  ascertain  if  legal  testimony  could 
not  be  procured.  Archer  described  the  store  in 
New  York  where  he  purchased  it,  the  salesman, 
the  price,  the  time,  conversation,  and  the  kind  of 
bills  he  paid  for  it  with,  &c.  &c. 

With  this  statement  in  writing,  taken  from  his 
lips,  Mr.  John  Wilson,  constable,  went  to  New 
York,  taking  the  pin  with  him.  He  found  the  store 
with  all  ease,  by  Archer’s  directions;  the  pin  was 
identified  at  the  store,  and  it  still  had  the  private 
shop  maik  unerased,  and  the  books  showed  it  had 


been  sold  for  the  sum  named  by  the  convict,  and  at 
the  time  specified  by  him.  The  other  particulars  j 
of  Archer’s  statement  were  found  to  be  equally  true,  j 
On  Mr.  Wilson’s  return  from  New  York,  the  facts  j 
stated  above  were  laid  before  Mr.  Justice  Simmons, 
who  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Reed  should  I 
be  immediately  arrested,  and  subjected  to  a rigid  ; 
examination:  Reed  was  arrested  and  held  to  bail,  j 
After  the  case  came  before  the  grand  jury,  the 
salesman,  who  was  described  by  Archer  as  the  per- 
son who  delivered  him  the  pin  in  the  store  at  New 
York,  came  to  Boston,  identified  the  pin,  and  re- 
membered the  circumstances  attending  the  sale. 
He  went  over  to  the  state  prison,  where  he  and 
Archer  mutually  recognized  each  other. 

Reed  was  indicted  by  the  grand  jury,  and,  not 
appearing  was  defaulted.  To  show  how  far  baek 
he  probably  meditated  his  theft,  it  it  only  necessary 
to  say  that,  in  the  advertisement  in  the  Transcript, 
a day  or  two  after  Archer’s  arrest,  of  the  property 
which  had  been  found  upon  him,  the  diamond  pin 
was  omitted;  no  breastpin  was  mentioned;  the  ring 
had  been  seen  by  persons  present  at  the  arrest,  and 
had  been  worn  by  Reed;  but  the  pin,  being  in  the 
folds  of  his  shirt  bosom,  was  not  seen,  as  Reed 
supposed,  by  any  body  but  himself.  As  to  the 
money,  it  could  not  be  proved  there  were  $70,  and 
Archer  was  content  to  let  it  be  $56,  the  amount 
given  by  Reed.  In  this  case,  there  was  no  doubt 
that  Archer  was  guilty,  and  that  Reed  told  substan- 
tially the  truth;  but  it  cannot  fail  to  suggestitself  to 
every  one  that  a dishonest  police  officer  has  a very 
strong  motive  to  procure  the  conviction  of  a prison- 
er, and  it  woald  not  be  unreasonable  to  suppose 
that  this  powerful  stimulus  may  have  operated  in 
other  cases,  on  such  a man  as  jjohn  Reed,  to  the 
serious  prejudice  of  other  persons  charged  with 
“criminal  offences.” 


POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

From  the  Knoxville  Register. 

The  following  letters  were  received  from  the  hon. 
Henry  A.  Wise  and  Balie  Peyton,  responsive  to  in- 
vitations to  attend  the  dinner  given  to  judge  While, 
at  this  place,  on  the  31st  ultimo: 

Station  Camp,  near  Gallatin,  Aug.  18, 1836. 

Gentlemen:  I have  had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  communication  of  the  11th  instant,  inviting 
me,  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Knox  county,  to  a 
public  dinner  to  be  given  to  the  hon.  Hugh  L. 
White  on  the  31st,  and  much  regret  that  business 
of  importance,  which  calls  me  to  the  south,  will 
revent  my  participation  in  a festival  proposed  in 
onor  of  one  whose  uncommon  worth  and  eleva- 
tion of  character  I have  had  so  good  an  opportuni- 
ty to  know,  and  so  much  reason  to  admire. 

Public  entertainments,  considered  merely  as  col- 
lections of  individuals  to  enjoy  themselves  at  the 
festive  board,  are  comparatively  of  small  impor- 
tance; but  they  are  all-important  when  looked  to  as 
indications  of  public  sentiment  with  regard  to  the 
vital  contest  now  going  on  between  party  despot- 
ism and  government  patronage  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  right  to  the  free  enjoyment  of  the  elective 
franchise  on  the  other!  Your  distinguished  fellow 
citizen  (judge  White)  has,  for  the  last  twelve 
months,  been  placed  in  a situation  of  peculiar  diffi- 
culty: assailed  by  a majority  of  the  party  with 
which  he  had  hitherto  acted,  to  whom  he  was  too 
proud  to  crouch,  and  too  honest  to  join  the  oppo- 
nents of  his  principles,  he  stood  alone  in  the  senate, 
without  a single  political  friend  with  whom  to  coun- 
sel during  the  storms  of  executive  wrath  which  raged 
both  around  him  and  the  constitution  of  his  coun- 
try. The  polar  star  of  principle,  and  the  shield  of 
a character  acquired  by  a well  spent  life,  have 
hitherto  saved  him  from  the  destruction  to  which 
he  has  been  doomed  by  the  worse  than  inquisitorial 
caucuses  of  the  most  despotic  and  unprincipled 
party  which  this  nation  has  ever  known — I mean 
the  party  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  which  all  the 
real  and  true  friends  of  Andrew  Jackson  have  long 
since  been  driven.  And  why?  Not  that  they  have 
not  served  him  with  a truer  devotion  than  ever  po- 
litical chief  was  served  before,  but  because  they  re- 
fuse to  suirender  the  right  to  think  for  themselves 
with  regard  to  the  individual  who  ought  to  succeed 
him.  The  president  of  the  United  States — the  last 
man  and  the  only  man  in  the  United  States  who 
should  be  silent  on  the  occasion — not  only  nomi- 
nates a candidate,  but  denounces  and  drives  from 
him  his  best  friends  if  they  refuse  to  support  the 
nomination.  Why  is  judge  White  denounced  by 
him  and  his  minions,  from  Maine  to  Louisiana? — 
Because  he  is  opposed  to  Mr.  Van  Buren.  “This 
is  the  head  and  front  of  his  offending.”  No  more. — 
If  lie  would  have  gone  into  this  leading  and.  absorb- 
ing measure  of  the  administration,  he  would  now 
still  be  the  fearless  patriot  lie  was  when  twice  in- 
vited by  the  president  to  a seat  in  his  cabinet,  and 
when  he  was  offered  the  vice  presidency  of  the 


United  States  by  “the  party.”  This,  too,  is  the 
mortal  offence  which  Mr.  Bell  has  committed,  and 
which  has  drawn  down  even  upon  my  humble  head 
the  presidential  denuaciation.  Is  it  not,  gentlemen, 
an  awful  thing  to  see  a president  of  the  United 
States — and  one  so  popular  as  Andrew  Jackson — 
not  only  wielding  the  whole  power  and  patronage 
of  this  mighty  government  to  secure  the  election  of 
a particular  favorite,  but,  in  person,  with  a drawn 
sword,  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  a hundred  thou- 
sand officeholders,  actually  mingling  in  the  contest 
for  the  succession!  But  if  the  president  should 
succeed  in  dictating  the  succession — and  if  so,  there 
is  an  end  of  civil  liberty  for  the  time  being — we 
have  still  one  consolation  left  us,  that  we  shall  have 
discharged  our  duty;  and  that  our  own  state  (Ten- 
nessee), though  most  exposed  to  the  storm,  stands 
erect,  preserves  her  political  integrity  and  indepen- 
dence, unawed  by  the  frowns  of  power,  unseduced 
by  the  charms  of  patronage;  and  whether  she  suc- 
ceed or  fail  in  the  present  contest,  reserving  her 
strength  for  future  efforts  to  convince  unprincipled 
demagogues  who  may  in  future  tamper  with  her 
political  virtue,  that  however  tenderly  she  may  act 
towards  the  old  man  whom  she  has  loved,  if  “not 
wisely,  but  too  well,”  that  she  is  the  Sparta,  at 
least," if  not  the  Tarpeian  rock  of  the  republic. 

For  the  very  flattering  terms,  gentlemen,  in  which 
you  have  alluded  to  my  humble  efforts  in  this  great 
contest,  please  accept  my  sincere  thanks,  and  pre- 
sent my  acknowledgments  to  those  whom  you  re- 
present, for  their  kind  invitation,  and  allow  me  again 
to  express  my  regret  that  I cannot  be  with  you. 

I am,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  BALIE  PEYTON. 

Gen.  S.  D.  Jacobs  and  others,  committee. 

Accomack,  C.  H.  E.  S.  Va.  August  29,  1S36. 
Gentlemen:  I received  your  invitation  to  a 
public  dinner  to  be  given  to  judge  White,  in  Knox- 
ville, on  the  31st  instant,  dated  the  11th,  on  the  23d 
inst.  It  did  not  reach  me  in  time,  possibly,  for  an 
answer  by  mail,  much  less  for  my  personal  attend- 
ance on  the  occasion.  It  should  have  been  answer- 
ed, however,  immediately,  but  for  illness  which  has 
confined  me  for  several  days. 

If  my  state  of  health,  and  time  and  distance  had 
permitted,  the  disposition  w as  not  wanting  on  my 
part  to  go  any  length  in  doing  honor  to  an  honest  pa- 
triot, who  is  an  honor  to  his  state  and  his  country, 
to  both  of  which  he  has  done  more  than  some  ser- 
vice. His  services,  it  is  true,  have  not  been  of  that 
glaring  and  dazzling  kind  which  have  caught  the 
popular  gaze,  and  have  been  trumpeted  on  the  blasts 
of  war,  but  they  have,  nevertheless,  been  equally 
valuable  and  useful,  and  perhaps  more  important  to 
a republic.  If  they  have  not  been  dazzling,  they 
have  not  been  to  destroy;  il  not  warlike,  the}7  have 
been  peaceful  and  blessed;  il  not  brilliant  they  have 
been  patient  and  laborious;  if  not  famous,  they  hav  e 
been  useful;  if  not  of  the  captain,  ot  the  judge;  it 
not  of  the  general,  of  the  senator;  if  not  of  a Osar, 
of  a Cato.  His  light  has  shone,  not  to  deceive  or 
mislead,  but  steadily  from  the  bench  ot  justice  and 
judgment,  from  the  council  chamber  and  the  com- 
mittee room.  Silent  and  unobtrusive  in  the  path  of 
duty,  a nice  sense  of  which  is  his  greatest  charac- 
teristic, he  has  kept  the  “even  tenor  ot  his  way  in 
a long  life  of  virtuous  example,  whilst  others  have 
looked  behind  or  turned  aside  after  “a  name.”  No 
sublime  passions  or  grand  achievements  have  ever 
extolled  him  a hero,  but  knowledge  and  experience, 
sobernesss  and  truth  and  reason,  a private  and  pub- 
lic character,  unsullied  by  a single  vice,  unrent  by 
a single  act  of  violence,  imprudence,  or  indiscre- 
tion, have  sanctified  him  with  all  the  respect  and 
veneration  of  “sage.”  History  teaches  us  plainly 
which  class  of  public  servants  it  is  salest  for  a re- 
public to  reward  and  cherish.  The  present  times 
admonish  us  how  inestimably  valuable  a character 
like  that  of  judge  White  is  "to  his  country.  You 
know  him  ketter  than  I do.  I know  him  well 
enough  to  testify  of  his  merits;  if  the  nation  never 
knows  him  as  we  do,  never  rewards  him  as  we 
would,  “he  Itnoivs  himself,”  and  will  live  and  die 
contented  in  his  own  consciousness  of  ha\  ing  done 
his  duty,  of  being  “a  good  and  faithful  public  ser- 
vant.” 

My  own  course  has  not  been  worthy  of  the  praise 
you  bestow;  but  my  ambition  has  been  different 
from  that  of  most  public  men  in  power,  I must  con- 
fess— not  to  obtain  public  office  for  the  “spoils.”  I 
am  proud  of  my  relation  to  Tennessee  in  more 
senses  than  one;"  that  is  the  state  of  my  adoption; 
and  I am  prouder  of  the  associations  I have  formed 
with  a majority  of  her  talented,  virtuous  and  pa- 
triotic representatives.  She  is  illustrious  in  men 
and  statesmen— in  patriotism,  public  spirit  and 
popular  independence.  Please  present— mine  pro 
tunc,  it  mu«t  be  now — my  hearty  salutations  to  your 
guest  and  company;  give  them  for  me  the  toast  sub- 
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joined,  and  accept  for  yourselves  the  humble  re- 
spect, be.  of  HENRY  A.  WISE. 

Tennessee — She  can  give  to  the  nation  another 
“jewel”  as  bright — a.  sage  as  well  as  a hero. 

S.  D.  Jacobs  and  others,  committee. 

The  following  letter  was  addressed  by  Robert 
Lucas,  es<j.  governor  of  Ohio,  to  a friend  and  rela- 
tive in  Sciota  county,  Ohio,  in  reply  to  some  inter- 
rogatories relative  to  an  imputed  change  in  his  po- 
litical sentiments. 

Executive  office,  Ohio,  Columbus,  Sept.  9,  1836. 

Dear  sir:  I received  your  letter  of  the  4th  inst. 
making  some  inquiries  in  relation  to  my  political 
opinions,  and  I will  promptly  answer  your  interro- 
gatories with  candor.  As  to  a change  of  opinion, 
that  is  out  of  the  question;  my  political  opinions 
have  been  too  long  established  to  undergo  any 
change.  They  have  been  declared  to  the  world,  in 
all  my  public  communications;  my  motto  has  al- 
ways been,  democratic  republican  principles,  demo- 
cratic republican  measures,  and  men  to  carry  those 
measures  into  full  operation.  The  foundation  of 
these  principles  are — that  all  powTer  resides  with 
the  people — that  they  are  the  only  legitimate  source 
of  power;  that  public  offices  were  created  for  the 
people;  that  officers  are  only  the  agents  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  are  bound  to  discharge  the  trust  reposed 
in  them  to  the  promotion  of  the  happiness  and  pros- 
perity of  their  principals  and  according  to  their 
washes;  in  short,  all  our  officers  being  servants  of 
the  people,  (not  masters,  as  the  aristocracy  sup- 
pose), are  bound  to  obey  their  will.  Ours  is  truly 
a government  of  public  opinion,  and  the  only  su- 
preme tribunal  in  our  government  is  the  tribunal  of 
the  people.  This  being  briefly  a sketch  of  demo- 
cratic principles,  corresponding  measures  are  ne- 
cessary to  extend  their  benefits  to  the  community, 
and  men  professing  similar  principles  must  be  se- 
lected as  public  officers  or  agents  to  carry  them 
into  effect,  for  no  confidence  ought  to  be  placed  in 
a public  agent  who  did  not  make  the  good  of  his 
principal  (or  in  other  words  his  employer)  his 
greatest  concern.  We  now  come  to  the  point  of 
selecting  our  principal  agents  (say  president  and 
vice  president  of  the  United  States),  that  will  carry 
these  measures  into  effect,  and  that  will  discharge 
the  important  trust  reposed  in  them,  with  a single 
eye  to  the  public  good,  the  prosperity  of  the  na- 
tion and  the  happiness  of  the  people.  The  ques- 
tion naturally  arises,  where  shall  we  find  men  best 
qualified  to  perform  these  important  trusts?  I will 
answer  without  hesitation — in  Martin  Van  Bo- 
ren for  president,  and  Richard  M.  Johnson  for 
vice  president.  This  is  my  settled  opinion  after 
much  reflection,  and  I have  no  doubt  that  this  opi- 
nion will  be  responded  to  by  the  voice  of  the  Ame- 
rican people.  If  the  signs  of  the  times  can  be  de- 
pended upon,  Martin  Van  Buren  will  be  our  next 
president.,  and  R.  M.  Johnson  our  vice  president. 
As  to  the  report  of  my  being  in  favor  of  Harrison 
and  Granger,  it  is  barely  worth  a notice,  for  I am 
sure  that  the  thought  of  supporting  either  of  them 
never  entered  my  mind;  Harrison  I consider  to  be 
a weak,  imbecile  old  man,  and  Granger’s  federal 
anti-masonic  and  abolition  principles,  as  well  as  his 
vote  against  Ohio  in  the  last  congress,  in  the  settle- 
ment of  our  northern  boundary,  would  forever  pre- 
vent my  voting  for  him. 

****** 

Our  prospects  throughout  the  state  are  flattering. 

Present  my  respects  to  our  old  democratic  friends. 
With  sentiments  of  respect,  I am  your  obedient 
servant,  ROBERT  LUCAS. 


“REFORM  OR  REVOLUTION”  IN  MARY- 
LAND. 

The  following  address  from  Dr.  Washington  Du- 
val, the  recusant  elector  of  senate  from  Montgome- 
ry county,  appeared  in  the  “Baltimore  Republican” 
of  Tuesday  last. 

TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

I had  hoped  that  nothing  would  occur  to  make  it 
necessary  for  me  to  appear  again  before  the  public. 
In  the  address  of  the  nineteen  electors  which  I 
signed,  it  is  announced  to  the  people  of  Maryland, 
that  no  one  of  them  would  participate  in  the  forma- 
tion of  a senate.  The  reasons  for  that  determina- 
tion are  succinctly  given  in  that  paper.  They 
were  understood  by  me  when  I signed  it — they 
were  sanctioned  by  me  then — they  are  adhered  to 
now,  and  at  no  time  since  that  publication  was 
first  made,  have  I by  act  or  word  justified  a belief 
that  I would  change  the  position  then  assumed;  on 
the  contrary,  I have  uniformly  declared  before  and 
since  the  last  election,  that  I had  deliberately  form- 
ed the  opinion  expressed  in  the  address,  and  had 
solemnly  determined  to  act  in  accordance  with  it. 
Notwithstanding  this  unequivocal  and  undisguised 
course  on  my  part,  some  busy  bodies  who  appear 
to  think  they  know  better  than  I do  myself  what  I 


propose  to  do,  have  continued  to  circulate  the  re- 
port that  I intend  to  go  to  Annapolis,  and  afford  an 
opportunity  to  the  gentlemen  there  assembled,  to 
form  a senate.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  a duty  that  I 
owe  to  the  people  of  the  whole  state,  to  put  to  rest 
at  once,  and  I hope,  forever,  this  idle,  mischievous 
and  unfounded  rumor.  For  that  purpose,  I now 
publicly  declare  that  I do  not  intend  to  change  the 
ground  assumed  by  me,  as  one  of  the  nineteen  elec- 
tors. It  was  not  taken  without  full  reflection,  and 
subsequent  observation,  has  served  to  satisfy  me 
that  by  the  course  we  have  pursued,  and  by  it 
alone,  can  the  people  of  Maryland  be  speedily 
and  peaceably  restored  to  their  inalienable  rights 
and  privileges.  The  issue  of  the  last  election, 
alone,  ought  to  satisfy  every  reasonable  and  un- 
prejudiced man  that  a convention  ought  to  as- 
semble to  revise  and  amend  the  constitution  of 
this  state.  The  election  was  in  some  degree  a trial 
of  strength  between  two  great  political  parties.  By 
one  of  tnem  twenty,  and  by  the  other  sixty  mem- 
bers of  the  house  of  delegates  have  been  chosen 
and  by  an  examination  of  the  returns  of  the  elec- 
tion, appears  that  the  twenty  delegates  elected  by 
one  party,  represent  about  176,000  of  the  free 
white  inhabitants  of  the  state,  and  the  sixty  dele- 
gates have  been  chosen  by  about  113,000  free  white 
inhabitants. 

If  there  was  then,  no  other  defect  in  the  consti- 
tution but  that  which  produces  such  a gross  ine- 
quality as  this,  in  the  power  possessed  by  the  peo- 
ple to  vote  for  those  who  are  to  levy  and  disburse 
taxes — to  participate  in  the  passage  of  all  laws, 
and  in  the  formation  of  the  executive  and  judicial 
departments  of  the  government,  the  constitution  of 
Maryland  would  be  utterly  unworthy  of  the  age. 
But  the  unjust  apportionment  of  representatives  to 
the  house  of  delegates  is  not  the  only  objection  felt 
by  me,  and  entertained  by  those  who  are  my  consti- 
tuents, to  the  present  state  constitution.  I desire 
to  see  all  life  estates  abolished,  and  a less  tyran- 
nical, and  more  economical  judiciary  establishment 
created.  I desire  to  see  power  given  to  the  peo- 
ple to  elect  their  own  governor,  senators  and  coun- 
ty officers,  and  hope  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when 
Marylanders  will  enjoy  like  privileges,  in  the 
choice  of  all  those  who  make  and  administer  the 
laws,  to  those  that  are  now  enjoyed  by  the  people 
of  nearly  every  state  in  the  union.  I know  that 
great  pains  are  taken  by  many  men  to  inflame  the 
public  mind  and  intimidate  the  friends  of  a con- 
vention. These  artificers  for  that  purpose  have 
had,  and  shall  have,  no  influence  on  my  determi- 
nation. I know  the  present  constitution  was  form- 
ed by  a convention  of  delegates  chosen  by  the  peo- 
ple. If  the  people  of  Maryland,  in  the  midst  of 
a revolution,  could  calmly  assemble,  by  their  re- 
presentatives, and  form  a constitution,  in  the  name 
of  common  sense,  why  cannot  we  do  so  now.  We 
are  at  peace  with  the  whole  world,  and  have  no 
cause  to  apprehend  that  we  shall  not  continue  at 
peace  with  one  another.  And  if  so,  with  the  ad- 
vantages of  experience  under  our  own  constitution, 
and  with  opportunities  to  observe  the  action  of  go- 
vernments all  around  us,  such  as  the  people  of 
Maryland  appear  to  desire,  why  may  we  not 
peaceably,  speedily  and  harmoniously  proceed  to  do 
justice  to  all  parts  of  the  state,  by  forming  a con- 
stitution well  calculated  to  protect  and  foster  all  its 
various  interests. 

The  population  of  the  state  appears  to  be  willing 
to  make  an  honorable  compromise  with  the  coun- 
ties, by  giving  to  each  of  them,  without  regard  to 
the  numbers  of  their  inhabitants,  the  right  to  elect 
a senator,  and  there  can  be  no  good  reason  why  the 
representatives  of  the  counties  should  not  in  re- 
turn give  to  the  population  a small  increase  of  the 
number  of  its  representatives  in  the  house  of  de- 
legates. All  good  and  permanent  governments  are 
formed  in  compromise,  and  I have  no  reason  to 
fear  that  the  people  of  Montgomery,  in  the  midst 
of  whom  I was  born  and  have  ever  lived,  will  dis- 
approve the  course  which  I have  adopted,  since  it 
is  calculated  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  the  whole 
people  of  the  state  1o  meet  in  convention,  and  there 
by  a spirit  of  magnanimity  worthy  of  freemen,  lay 
the  foundations  of  a government,  republican  in  its 
character  and  impartial  in  its  dispensations  of  be- 
nefits and  burdens  to  the  w:hole  people,  for  whose 
good  and  happiness  it  is  to  be  created.  The  poli- 
tical panic  makers  may;  for  a time,  stagger  and 
alarm  the  timid.  But  there  will  be  such  a reac- 
tion as  w ill  carry  dismay  to  the  hearts  of  those  des- 
perate men,  who,  for  mere  party  purposes,  are  now 
jeopardizing  the  peace  and  good  order  of  society, 
by  circulating  the  most  disgraceful  and  unfounded 
falsehoods. 

To  the  people  of  Montgomery,  by  whom  I was 
elected,  I beg  leave  to  tender  now  publicly  my 
heartfelt  gratitude  for  their  generous  and  prompt 
! approbation  of  my  course,  and  to  invite  them  to 


unite  with  the  republicans  of  other  portions  of 
Maryland,  in  that  spirit  which  did  honor  to,  and 
immortalized  the  patriots  of  seventy-six,  in  the 
good  and  just  work  of  establishing  peaceably  and 
soberly  a form  of  government  worthy  of  the  de- 
scendants of  Chase,  Carroll  and  Paca.  I am,  very 
respectfully,  yo  ur  fellow  citizen, 

WASHINGTON  DUVALL. 
From  the  Baltimore  Republican  of  Wednesday  last. 

TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

I perceive,  that  some  of  the  newspapers  continue 
to  insist  that  I am  about  to  go  to  Annapolis,  and 
unite  with  the  twenty-one  electors  in  the  election 
of  a state  senate.  Nothing  that  I have  said  justi- 
fies such  statements.  After  I returned  from  Anna- 
polis, having  signed  the  address  to  the  people  of 
Maryland,  with  eighteen  other  electors,  I said  pub- 
licly that  I would  not  go  again  to  Annapolis  to 
elect  a senate,  unless  instructed  to  do  so,  by  a ma- 
jority of  those  who  had  elected  me;  ana  that  I 
would  not,  even  if  such  instructions  were  given, 
assist  to  make  a senate,  until  1 was  first  fully  satis- 
fied that  the  other  eighteen  gentlemen,  who  have 
signed  the  address  with  me,  could  justly  say  that  I 
had  fulfilled  all  the  engagements  into  which  I 
have  entered  with  them.  Several  w'eeks  have 
passed  since  I made  these  public  declarations,  and 
no  such  instructions  have  been  given  to  me;  neither 
do  I believe  that  any  considerable  portion  of  my 
political  friends  wish  me  to  go  again  to  Annapolis 
as  an  elector  of  senate.  This  being  the  case,  I de- 
sire to  say  distinctly,  that  I have  neither  heard  nor 
seen  any  thing  to  make  me  change  the  opinions  ex- 
pressed in  the  address  to  the  people  of  Maryland; 
nor  have  I any  intention  whatever,  to  change  the 
position  taken  by  me  in  that  address.  This  state- 
ment is  given  in  the  hope  that  it  w ill  assist  to  quiet 
the  excitement,  which  unfortunately,  and  w ithout 
good  cause,  prevails.  The  people  of  Maryland, 
when  once  well  satisfied  that  they  have  the  powrcr 
to  amend  the  old  constitution  of  the  state,  or  form 
a new  one,  by  choosing  delegates  to  a convention, 
will  proceed,  I have  no  doubt,  to  elect  their  dele- 
gates to  a convention  for  that  purpose.  And  I am 
equally  confident  that  my  friends  and  neighbors  of 
Anne  Arundel  county,  of  all  political  parties,  have 
too  much  good  sense  and  love  of  country,  to  refuse 
to  meet  the  people  of  other  counties  of  the  state,  to 
arrange  all  our  public  affairs,  so  as  to  produce  gene- 
ral content  and  prosperity.  It  is  proposed  that 
each  county  shall  send  an  equal  number  of  dele- 
gates to  the  convention;  and  in  such  a body,  no 
man  ought  to  doubt,  that  all  parts  of  the  state,  will 
find  complete  protection  for  all  kinds  of  property, 
and  all  possible  public  and  private  interests.  I am, 
very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WESLEY  LINTIJICUM. 

Baltimore,  Oct.  11th,  1836. 

MASSACHUSETTS  MECHANICS. 

From  the  Boston  Courier. 

The  Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanic  associa- 
tion celebrated,  on  Thursday,  the  16th  inst.  its  tenth 
triennial  festival.  The  association  walked  in  proces- 
sion from  Concert  Hall  to  the  Odeon,  where  prayers 
W'ere  offered  by  the.  Rev.  Mr.  Rogers,  select  pas- 
sages of  scripture  w'ere  read  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pier- 
tont,  and  an  address  was  delivered  by  James  L. 
Homer,  esq.  The  address  was  plain,  practical, 
sensible  and  judicious,  without  affectation  of  style 
or  delivery.  The  orator  took  a rapid  view  of  some 
of  the  improvements  of  late  years,  and  urged  the 
propriety  of  vigorous  measures  to  promote  then- 
progress. 

After  the  services  at  the  Odeon,  the  procession 
was  again  formed,  and  proceeded  to  Faneuil  Hall, 
where  a dinner  was  provided.  Stephen  Fair- 
banks, esq.  president  of  the  association,  presided 
at  the  table.  Among  the  guests  were  the  mayor 
and  aldermen,  the  president  of  the  common  coun- 
cil, judge  Thachef,  lion.  Abbot  Lawrence,  the  pre- 
sident of  the  senate,  Rev.  Messrs.  Homer,  ot  New- 
ton, Rogers,  Pierpont  and  Sharp,  of  Boston;  Messrs. 
W.  Sturgis,  J.  Phillips,  G.  Bond,  and  T.  B.  Wales, 
merchants;  several  distinguished  members  of  the 
bar,  the  president  and  past  presidents  of  the  Salem 
Mechanic  association,  be.  be.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Ho- 
mer made  a prayer  at  the  table. 

Afterthanks  had  been  returned  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Sharp,  the  president  gave  the  following  sentiment: 

“Agriculture,  com  merce  and  the  mechanic  arts — The 
base,  the  shaft  and  the  capital  of  the  column  w hich 
supports  the  colossal  figure  of  our  republic.  May 
each  branch  be  like  the  tree  of  life,  whose  leave’s 
are  for  the  healing  of  the  nations.” 

Among  other  toasts  were  the  follow  ing: 

Practical  mechanics — Flay  their  workshops  be 
schools  of  science,  where  industry  can  produce 
wealth  from  the  cheapest  material — may  their  houses 
be  the  abode  of  peace,  the  home  of  content,  the 
sanctuary  of  virtue. 
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A toast  having  been  given,  paying  a just  tribute 
to  the  worthy  mayor  of  the  city — 

Mr.  Armstrong  (the  mayor)  rose  and  said — 

I rise,  Mr.  President,  to  acknowledge  the  obliga- 
tion conferred  by  the  reference  to  me  in  the  senti- 
ment which  has  just  been  delivered.  By  the  favor 
of  my  fellow  citizens,  I am  in  this  place  to-day;  and 
gratitude  for  such  an  honor  will  best  be  shown  by 
readily  complying  with  your  invitation. 

During  the  hour  which  has  just  passed,  while 
surveying  this  great  company  of  my  brother  me- 
chanics, my  thoughts  have  roved  to  Russia,  Poland, 
and  other  distant  countries,  and  I have  compared 
our  lot  here  with  the  lot  of  mechanics  there.  The 
condition  of  our  fathers,  too,  just  before  and  pre- 
ceding the  revolutionary  struggle,  has  occupied  my 
mind.  Let  us  but  contrast  our  full  supply  with 
their  hard  fare,  our  liberal  pay  with  their  scanty  re- 
wards, our  unceasing  calls  for  labor,  with  their  in- 
constant employment.  How  greatly  are  our  pre- 
sent enjoyments  enhanced  in  value  by  the  contrast. 
How  much  should  our  gratitude  be  excited  by  the 
contemplation  of  the  goodness  of  God;  how  firmly 
should  we  pursue  those  measures  which  will  tend 
to  perpetuate  and  transmit  those  blessings,  reward- 
ing the  sacrifices  of  those  who  have  preceded  us, 
by  laboring  for  those  who  shall  come  after  us.  The 
well-spread  board,  like  that  of  to-day,  was  not  their 
posssession,  probably  was  never  within  the  scope 
of  their  hopes.  If  we  would  fulfil  the  just  expecta- 
tions which  posterity  will  form  of  us,  we  must,  like 
our  fathers,  be  men  of  deeds — for,  sir,  words  alone 
will  not  suffice, 

It  was  said  somewhere  that  mechanics  are  a de- 
graded class.  If  we  are  a degraded  class  in  the 
estimation  qf  others,  the  fault  is  our  own.  Em- 
ployment is  not  degrading.  Industry,  economy, 
frugality,  temperance,  are  not  degrading  qualities. 
Labor  is  not  degrading.  My  reverend  friend  al- 
luded to  the  example  of  labor  in  the  garden  of  Eden. 
Throughout  the  Bible,  industry  and  frugality  are  in- 
culcated by  precept  and  by  example.  You,  Mr. 
President,  know  who  said,  “My  father  worketh 
hitherto,  and  I work.'’’’  The  industrious  classes  are 
not  certainly  without  illustrious  examples. 

This  day,  sir,  is  a great  occasion.  Probably  the 
sun  in  his  course  does  not  shine  on  an  assembly 
more  interesting  than  this,  which  is  now  before  me 
— possessed  of  all  that  makes  life  desirable,  free, 
independent,  intelligent;  enjoying  temperately  the 
fruits  of  honest  labor  in  useful  vocations.  Who, 
beholding  this  company,  but  will  allow  that  man 
can  govern  himself;  that  labor  is  consistent  with  in- 
tellectual improvement,  and  with  a preparation  for 
a future  state  of  enjoyment  and  improvement?  The 
day  has  passed  when  the  active  must  say  to  the 
idle,  ye  are  honorable,  but  we  are  despised.  The 
world  is  no  longer  upside  down. 

But  I will  not  weary  you  with  further  remark, 
except  to  introduce  the  sentiment  with  which  I shall 
conclude  what  I have  to  say  at  this  time.  It  is 
manifestly  unjust,  Mr.  President,  to  confine  the 
term  industrious  to  those  alone  who  labor  at  mecha- 
nical employments;  the  farm,  the  factory,  the  study, 
the  ship,  the  shop,  contribute  alike  to  the  public  wel- 
fare. Allow  me,  then,  Mr.  President,  to  propose 
this  sentiment: 

‘■’•The  legitimate  rewards  of  industry — Health  in 
time  of  youth — competence  in  time  of  age — and 
honor  at  all  times.” 

ANOTHER  TOAST. 

“Our  colleges  and  schools— The  enginery,  whose 
mighty  power  gives  security  to  freedom,  energy  to 
patriotism,  impulse  to  genius,  ‘ardor  to  virtue,  and 
constancy  to  truth.’  ” 

[The  president  here  read  a letter  from  Mr.  Quin- 
cy, the  president  of  Harvard  university,  stating 
that  he  had  relied  upon  joining  the  association  in 
the  festivities  of  the  day,  but  was  prevented  by  of- 
ficial duties,  of  a nature  not  to  be  omitted.  He  of- 
fered the  following  sentiment:  “ The  mechanic  inter- 
est— success  and  support  to  it;  as  being  at  once 
the  fulcrum,  which  sustains,  and  the  lever  which  ele- 
vates national  prosperity.”] 

“ Our  representative  in  congress — An  enlightened 
statesman,  a munificent  merchant,  a trusty  friend, 
an  honest  man.  The  value  of  his  services  is  ma- 
nifested by  the  regret  of  his  constituents  at  the 
prospect  oflosing  them.” 

Hon.  Abbot  Lawrence  rose  amid  loud  and  re- 
peated cheers.  He  alluded  to  the  kind  and  flatter- 
ing reception  of  the  toast  which  had  reference  to 
him,  and  stated  very  briefly  some  of  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  accede  to  his  nomination  as  a 
representative  to  congress;  and  of  those  which  he 
thought  forbade  him  to  be  a candidate  for  re-elec- 
tion. He  spoke  of  the  responsibilities  of  the  man 
who  undertakes  to  represent  in  congress  the  va- 
rious interests  of  this  district— one  of  the  most  nu- 
merous in  its  population  of  any  in  the  union.  He 
then  adverted  to  the  important  influence  exerted  by 


the  mechanics  in  all  that  concerns  the  public  wel- 
fare, and  spoke  with  great  feeling  in  regard  to  his 
having  been  recently  admitted  an  honorary  mem- 
ber ol  the  association.  He  concluded  with  this  sen- 
timent: 

“The  memory  of  col.  Paul  Revere — one  of  the 
patriot  mechanics  of  the  revolution,  and  the  first 
president  of  this  association.” 

“ Our  merchants — Their  honor  is  a capital  that 
can  never  fail;  their  credit  a currency  always  above 
par;  they  never  barter  principle  for  interest,  nor 
permit  drafts  upon  their  public  spirit  to  be  protest- 
ed.” 

Mr.  Sturgis  rose  and  said  he  could  not  suffer  that 
draft  to  be  protested.  He  said  that,  in  the  early 
part  of  his  life,  his  home  was  on  the  deep.  He  had 
sailed  thousands,  tens  of  thousands,  and  he  believ- 
ed he  might  say  hundreds  of  thousands  of  miles, 
with  a perfect  feeling  of  safety,  relying  on  the 
skill  and  fidelity  of  the  Boston  mechanics.  And 
this  confidence  had  never  been  disappointed.  Since 
he  had  been  in  extensive  business  as  a merchant, 
a period  of  more  than  thirty  years,  it  was  in 
his  power  to  say,  and  he  thought  it  but  a matter 
of  duty  to  say,  now  that  he  was  about  retiring 
from  active  business,  that,  in  all  that  period,  ex- 
tensive as  his  connexions  with  the  mechanics  had 
been,  he  had  never  had  a law  suit  with  one  of 
them — he  could  say,  with  truth,  that  he  had  hardly 
had  even  a misunderstanding.  After  referring  to 
the  respectability  and  influence  of  this  class  of  the 
people,  and  expressing  his  sense  of  the  honor  he 
felt  in  his  associations  and  intercourse  with  them, 
he  concluded  with  the  following  sentiment: 

“ The  young  mechanics  of  Massachusetts — In  this 
age  of  innovation,  may  they  not  innovate  upon  the 
industry  and  integrity  of  their  fathers.” 

The  rev.  Dr.  Homer,  of  Newton,  having  signifi- 
ed his  wish  to  offer  a sentiment,  rose  and  said — 

Mr.  President  of  the  respected  charitable  and 
moral  society  before  me:  Permit  me,  as  a son  of 
pure  mechanic  blood,  to  offer  the  following  senti- 
ment, drawn  from  the  correspondence  of  an  early 
and  beloved  classmate,  Isaac  Coffin,  now  an  Eng- 
lish admiral  of  the  first  rank,  baronet  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  grand  cross  of  Hanover.  I wish  it  to  be 
associated  with  Trimountain  water,  which,  during 
his  several  visits  to  this  his  dear  birth-place,  he 
always  drank  to  the  table  toasts,  whenever  I had 
the  pleasure  of  dining  in  his  company.  The  sen- 
timent is:  “ Our  ancient  fathers  of  every  grade — 
No  speculation,  arising  from  an  intense  desire  of 
becoming  suddenly  rich,  consigning  families  to  po- 
verty, formed  a part  of  their  character.  Perseverance 
in  their  respective  callings,  connected  with  inflexi- 
ble honesty  and  perfect  temperance,  were  their 
safe  guides  to  competence  or  occasional  affluence.” 
Citizens  of  Boston,  and  others  present,  point  your 
children  and  your  children’s  children  to  their  fair 
and  happy  example.  “However  the  moderns  may 
excel  us  in  science,  (so  sir  Isaac),  in  probity  the 
ancients  are  equal.”  You  will  permit  me,  most 
respected  sir,  to  add  an  illustrating  sentence,  the 
fruit  of  his  personal  acquaintance  with  the  cited 
individual  master  mechanics  of  old  Boston.  “Ho- 
mer, (including  the  very  respected  grand  sire  of  the 
orator  of  the  day,  and  my  honored  father),  Daws, 
Tileston,  Clements,  cum  multis  aliis,  lived  well 

AND  DIED  REGRETTED.” 

To  this  let  me  add  a curious  article,  which  had 
such  an  important  bearing  on  his  future  promotion, 
and  his  pre-eminently  active  character,  especially  as 
port-admiral,  fitting  out  at  the  shortest  notice  fleets 
for  the  ocean.  “Salt  the  cooper,  Brewer  and  his 
son,  block  makers  and  Cotton*  the  blacksmith, 
were  my  masters  in  my  school-boy  days.  Thurs- 
days and  Saturdays,  (in  part  holydays),  I have 
worked  Hard,  witi-i  them.  The  knowledge  I 
then  acquired  has  been  of  infinite  service  to  me, 
during  the  time  I was  actually  employed  in  the 
naval  line.  These  reminiscences,  (as  closely  con- 
nected with  our  mutually  dear  Boston),  comfort  me 
much  in  my  declining  years.”] 

The  following  toast  was  next  drank: 

“ The  clergy — mechanics  of  the  highest  order — 
operatives  in  various  handy-work.  As  tailors  they 
fit  us  with  good  habits;  as  printers  they  correct  our 
errors;  as  bakers  they  raise  our  heavy  hearts  till 
the  whole  lump  is  leavened;  as  gaugers  and  survey- 


*The  father  of  a very  distinguished  member  and 
founder  of  the  mechanic  association. 

[Sundry  exposures  of  his  person  by  ship  disas- 
ters, and  his  once  jumping,  (in  1794),  with  hat, 
coat  and  boots  from  a frigate’s  deck  into  the  heating 
waves  of  the  Nore,  at  the  cry,  “a  man  is  over 
board,”  and  snatching  him  from  a watery  grave,  at 
the  imminent  hazard  of  his  own  life,  have  brought 
infirmities  on  his  person,  which  disable  him,  at 
seventy-seven  years  of  age,  from  revisiting  his  na- 
tive shores. 


ors  they  rectify  our  spirits;  the  cordivainers  admit 
their  skill  in  mending  souls;  and  all  of  us,  who  are 
married,  are  indebted  to  their  faculty  as  joiners. 
Verily,  the  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire.” 

The  rev.  Mr.  Pierpont  said  that  the  toast  which 
had  just  been  announced  by  the  chairman  had  suf- 
ficiently explained  why  the  mechanics  and  the  cler- 
gy should  be  bound  together.  And  as  it  represent- 
ed the  clergy  as  men  of  all  work,  it  would  be  a pity 
if  none  of  them  could  be  found  able  to  make  a 
speech.  And  though,  perhaps,  it  would  be  unne- 
cessary to  say  any  thing  more  on  that  point,  he 
might  be  excused  for  adding  that  the  clergy  aud 
the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanic  association 
ought  to  be  associated  together,  as  being  alike  en- 
gaged in  the  good  work  of  succoring  the  widow 
anil  the  fatherless.  He  remembered  that  some 
years  ago,  when  the  association  appeared  in  pro- 
cession, each  member  or  officer  wore  upon  his 
breast  the  badge  Of  the  association,  with  the  motto, 
“Be  just  and  fear  not.”  He  observed,  that  on  this 
occasion  they  were  without  these  badges.  He 
knew  of  no  other  reason  why  that  honorable  motto 
was  now  absent  from  that  place,  unless  it  might  be 
that  the  members  had  determined  to  wear  it  for  the 
future  in  their  hearts  instead  of  on  the  outside.  He 
alluded  to  some  remarks  that  had  been  made  bv  the 
orator  of  the  day,  in  which  a proper  and  just  tribute 
had  been  paid  to  English  skill  and  ingenuity.  He 
was  the  more  rejoiced  at  this,  because  he  had  late- 
ly had  an  opportunity  of  observing  that  such  a spi- 
rit of  true  justice  was  not  wanting  on  the  other  side 
of  the  water.  He  overheard  a conversation,  while 
in  England,  between  two  gentlemen,  respecting 
the  immense  improvements  of  late  years  in  the  cot- 
ton manufacture.  One  of  them,  not  knowing  that 
Mr.  P.  was  an  American,  said,  “It  is  a fact  that 
every  important  machine  now  used  in  England  in 
the  cotton  manufacture  originated  in  America.” 
When  in  the  east,  the  captain  of  the  steamboat 
which  run  between  Smyrna  and  Constantinople 
said  to  Mr.  P.  “The  world  is  indebted  to  your 
country  for  the  two  greatest  and  most  beneficial  in- 
ventions ever  made — steamboats  and  temperance 
societies.”  Mr.  Pierpont  then  descanted  upon  the 
benefits  to  the  world  of  these  two  inventions,  and 
gave  as  a sentiment,  (which  was  drunk,  at  least  by 
the  giver,  in  cold  water): 

“Hot  water  and  cold  water — The  first,  the  great- 
est source  on  earth  of  mechanical  power;  the  last, 
the  safest  thing  on  earth  to  direct  and  control  that 
power.” 

Another  toast.  “The  law;  our  city  of  refuge 
— our  lawyers,  the  watchmen  on  its  walls.  AVe  ex- 
pect them  to  he  the  defenders  of  our  liberty,  the 
protectors  of  innocence,  the  champions  of  right,  the 
avengers  of  wrong.” 

Mr.  Austin  (attorney  general)  replied  to  this 
toast,  which  he  said  was  the  first  he  had  ever  known 
to  he  given  at  a similar  entertainment,  complimen- 
tary to  the  profession  to  which  he  belonged,  and 
gave  an  account  of  the  dissolution  of  the  associa- 
tions of  the  bar,  which  had  recently  taken  place  in 
this  city  and  in  other  counties  of  the  common- 
wealth. After  some  remarks  complimentary  to 
the  mechanics  as  the  invariable  friends  of  law  and 
order,  he  proposed  the  following  sentiment:  “ The 
intellectual,  moral  and  physical  powers,  as  exhibited 
in  the  general  character  of  the  mechanics  of  our  coun- 
try; their  united  strength  will  keep  the  ship  of  state 
safe  at  its  moorings,  in  the  wildest  storms  of  the 
political  elements.” 

The  president,  addressing  himself  to  the  compa- 
ny, said:  About  forty  years  since,  a few  enterpris- 
ing and  philanthropic  mechanics  assembled  together 
and  formed  themselves  into  a society  for  the  pro- 
motion of  the  arts,  and  for  charitable  purposes. — 
Of  the  benefits  resulting  from'  this  association,  it  is 
not  now  my  purpose  to  speak.  We  may,  however, 
he  permitted  to  congratulate  ourselves,  that,  by  the 
blessing  of  Providence,  several  of  this  patriotic 
hand  are  now  with  us.  Here  they  are,  gentlemen, 
living  monuments  of  the  value  of  their  own  motto — 
“Be  just  and  fear  not.”  I propose  the  following 
sentiment:  “The  founders  of  our  institution:  their 
children  have  risen  up  and  ‘called  them  blessed.’ 
May  their  children’s  children  say  amen.” 

Benjamin  Russell,  esq.  one  of  the  founders  allud- 
ed to,  (hen  addressed  to  the  company,  by  way  of  re- 
sponse, a few  reminiscences,  and  offered  a senti- 
ment, which  is  not  at  hand.  Henry  Purkitt,  esq. 
another  of  the  original  members,  also  addressed  the 
association,  and  concluded  with  a sentiment.  Mr. 
J.  T.  Buckingham  said  ho  would  avail  himself  of 
the  occasion  to  remind  his  brethren  of  the  associa- 
tion of  another  of  the  original  members — only  nine 
or  ten  of  whom  were  now  living — a gentlemen  who 
had,  in  former  years,  been  an  active  and  successful 
mechanic,  and  one  whose  public  services  ought  not 
to  be  forgotten;  one  who  had  for  manjr  years  served 
his  fellow  citizens  as  one  of  their  selectmen,  as  a 
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representative  and  a senator,  but  who,  for  some 
ears  past,  had  lived  in  retirement,  and  withdrawn 
imself  almost  entirely  from  any  intercourse  with 
the  world.  He  would  not  enter  into  a detail  of  the 
causes  of  this  retirement;  they  would  be  painful  for 
him  to  relate,  and  equally  so  to  his  friends  to  hear, 
and  they  were  also  too  well  known  to  require  a de- 
tail. He  asked  leave  to  offer  as  a sentiment,  “ Jona- 
than HmneweU:  May  his  last  days  be  as  peaceful 
and  happy  as  his  early  years  were  prosperous  and 
useful.” 


BALTIMORE  AND  OHIO  RAIL  ROAD. 

TENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  the  president  and  directors  to  the  stockholders  of 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  company. 

In  obedience  to  the  requisitions  of  the  charter, 
the  president  and  directors  propose  to  Jay  before 
the  stockholders  a statement  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  company,  for  the  of- 
ficial year,  ending  on  the  1st  of  October,  1836. 

In  the  ninth  annual  report,  the  board  announced 
the  completion  of  the  main  stem  to  Harper’s  Ferry, 
and  of  the  branch  road  to  Washington.  Since 
then,  the  Winchester  and  Potomac  rail  road,  which 
is  virtually  a prolongation  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  rail  road  up  the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  nas 
been  opened  for  general  use.  At  present,  some 
delay  and  difficulty  take  place  in  transporting  goods 
and  passengers  from  one  road  to  the  other.  This, 
however,  will  be  obviated,  when  the  viaduct  across 
the  Potomac  is  finished.  The  stone  piers  of  this 
structure  have  been  completed  for  some  time,  and 
the  wood  work  will  be  ready  for  the  passage  of  cars 
during  the  present  year.  The  passenger  and  bur- 
den trains  of  the  two  companies  will  then  stop,  side 
by  side,  in  the  same  depot,  and  the  transit  from  one 
to  the  other  will  be  effected  promptly  and  with  great 
convenience. 

Surveys  are  now  in  progress  for  the  extension  of 
a rail  road  from  Winchester  to  Staunton,  and  there 
is  reason  to  believe  that  this  work  will  be  underta- 
ken. It  is  of  great  importance  to  Baltimore,  and, 
when  completed,  will  furnish  a continuous  rail  road 
of  two  hundred  and  fifteen  miles  in  length,  from 
this  city  into  the  heart  of  Virginia. 

In  the  last  annual  report,  the  results  of  the  re- 
connoisance  of  the  chief  engineer  of  the  route  for 
a rail  road  from  Cumberland  westward  were  laid 
before  the  stockholders;  and  the  general  satisfaction 
that  they  alforded,  and  the  sentiment  universally 
expressed,  that  the  time  had  arrived  for  the  adoption 
of  vigorous  measures  in  the  prosecution  of  the  road 
to  the  points  of  its  original  destination,  caused  the 
board,  early  in  the  spring,  to  organize  an  engineer 
force,  for  the  purpose  of  making  detailed  surveys 
and  examinations  between  Harper’s  Ferry  and  the 
summit  of  the  Alleghany,  with  a view  of  continu- 
ing them,  afterwards,  to  Pittsburgh  and  Wheeling. 
Four  brigades,  under  the  charge  of  competent  of- 
ficers, were  accordingly  employed,  and  have  since, 
without  interruption,  been  diligently  at  work.  A 
continuous  line  has  been  surveyed  from  Harper’s 
Ferry  to  the  top  of  the  dividing  ridge  between  the 
eastern  and  western  waters,  and  the  engineers  are 
now  engaged  in  making  the  surveys  on  either  side 
of  the  first  line  necessary  to  determine  the  best 
route  for  the  location  of  the  road.  The  rough  and 
mountainous  country  over  which  the  surveys  have 
to  be  carried,  and  the  importance  of  leaving  no 
practicable  route,  of  the  many  that  present  them- 
selves, unexamined,  render  the  labors  of  the  engi- 
neers, necessarily,  very  tedious;  and  it  will  be  some 
time  yet  before  the  exact  route  to  be  adopted  can  be 
ascertained.  The  board  have  considered  these  sur- 
veys as  one  of  the  most  important  subjects  claiming 
their  attention,  and  have  urged  them  forward  with 
all  diligence;  in  doing  which  they  have  been  fully 
seconded  by  the  officers  in  charge  of  them.  So  far 
as  they  have  gone,  they  have  been  very  satisfacto- 
ry, and  fully  corroborate  the  fact  stated  in  the  last 
annual  report  upon  the  reconnoissance  of  the  chief 
engineer,  “that  the  mountains  between  Cumberland 
and  the  western  waters  can  be  passed,  without  the 
use  of  stationary  power,  by  locomotive  engines  and 
their  trains.”  For  a full  account  of  surveys,  up  to 
the  end  of  the  current  official  year,  reference  is 
made  to  the  reports  of  the  chief  engineer,  and  the 
engineer  of  location  in  the  appendix  A. 

In  the  month  of  August  last,  the  brigade  employ- 
ed on  the  Potomac  above  Harper’s  Ferry  was  bro- 
ken up  by  the  severe  illness  of  nearly  every  one  of 
its  members,  owing  to  the  unhealthiness  of  the  re- 
gion in  which  they  were  at  work.  Protracted  in- 
disposition ensued;  and  it  is  only  recently  that  the 
brigade  has  been  reorganized.  The  country  upon 
the  Potomac  will  not  be  sufficiently  healthy  for  the 
briga  de  to  resume  its  labors  there  before  the  first  of 
November.  In  the  mean  time,  it  has  been  directed 
to  institute  surveys  at  Parr’s  Spring  ridge,  with  a 
view  to  the  relocation  of  the  road  there,  so  as  to 


dispense  with  the  inclined  planes,  that  have  so  long 
been  a source  of  heavy  expense  and  injurious  delay. 
When  originally  located,  the  then  state  of  know- 
ledge, on  the  subject  of  rail  roads,  and  their  machi- 
nery, and  the  character  of  the  country  for  a long 
distance  on  either  side  of  the  point  of  crossing  the 
ridge,  left  no  alternative  but  to  adopt  them.  Since 
then,  however,  the  astonishing  developement  that 
has  taken  place  of  the  capacities  of  locomotive  en- 
gines makes  it  certain  that  the  ridge  where  the 
planes  occur  can  be  surmounted  by  a uniform  grade, 
adapted  to  the  economical  and  efficient  use  oi  loco- 
motive power.  When  this  is  accomplished,  the 
interest  of  the  stockholders  and  the  public  will  be 
mutually  and  most  materially  advanced. 

At  the  December  session  of  the  legislature  of 
Maryland,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five,  the 
board  of  directors  memorialized  that  body,  praying 
for  aid  to  complete  the  road  to  Pittsburgh  and  Wheel- 
ing;— and,  at  the  same  time,  a similar  application 
was  made  to  the  mayor  and  city  council  of  Balti- 
more. The  latter,  at  once,  and  with  great  liberality, 
and  responding  to  the  universal  sentiment  pervading 
this  community,  resolved  to  subscribe  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  company, 
whenever  the  existing  legal  difficulties  were  re- 
moved, which  prevented,  at  that  time,  the  extension 
of  the  work  in  an  unbroken  line,  westward,  from 
Harper’s  Ferry.  The  bill  before  the  legislature, 
however,  for  subscribing  to  the  stock  of  this  com- 
pany, and  also  in  aid  of  other  works  of  internal  im- 
provement in  which  the  state  was  interested,  met 
with  determined  and  strong  opposition;  and,  at  the 
end  of  a protracted  session,  the  subject  was  post- 
poned to  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  legislature  in 
May  ensuing.  In  the  interval,  a numerous  and 
highly  respectable  convention,  the  interest  of  which 
attracted  delegates  from  Pittsburgh  and  Wheeling, 
was  held  in  Baltimore;  and  the  various  subjects 
connected  with  the  internal  improvements  of  the 
state  were  fully  discussed.  When  file  legislature 
reassembled  in  May,  the  subject  was  again  brought 
before  it;  and  a law  was  finally  passed  by  a large 
majority,  containing,  among  other  subscriptions, 
one  of  three  millions  of  dollars  to  the  capital  stock 
of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  company.  This 
law  released  the  company  from  the  restrictions  that 
prevented  the  extension  of  the  rail  road  westward 
from  Harper’s  Ferry,  and,  in  so  doing,  enabled  it 
to  comply  with  the  condition  annexed  to  the  sub- 
scription by  the  mayor  and  city  council.  Before 
the  law  could  take  elfect,  however,  itwas  necessary 
that  it  should  receive  the  assent  of  both  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  rail  road  and  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  canal  company.  The  assent  of  the  first  was, 
as  the  stockholders  are  already  aware,  given  at  the 
general  meeting  held  on  the  18th  July  last.  The 
assent  of  the  latter  was  delayed,  in  consequence  of 
apprehensions  entertained  by  some  of  its  stock- 
holders that  the  provisions  of  the  law,  in  regard  to 
the  joint  construction  of  the  rail  road  and  canal, 
along  the  Potomac,  would,  if  carried  into  opera- 
tion, materially  impair  the  permanency  and  useful- 
ness of  the  canal.  To  obviate  this  difficulty,  the 
stockholders  of  the  rail  road  company,  at  their 
meeting  of  the  26th  July  last,  authorised  the  board 
of  directors  to  enter  into  stipulations  with  the  canal 
company,  touching  the  matters  in  question;  and  the 
apprehensions  of  the  canal  company  being  thereby 
removed,  its  assent  was  given  to  the  law,  which,  in 
consequence,  went  into  immediate  operation.  A 
copy  of  the  stipulation  with  the  canal  company,  en- 
tered into  by  the  board,  in  conformity  with  the  di- 
rections of  the  stockholders,  will  be  found  in  the 
appendix. 

The  subscription  to  the  stock  of  this  company 
authorised  by  the  law  of  the  extra  session,  was 
made  to  depend  upon  a guarantee  being  given  to 
pay  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  to  the  state  on  the 
amount  subscribed  by  it,  at  the  end  of  three  years 
from  the  payment  of  each  of  the  state’s  instalments; 
with  the  proviso,  that  should  the  profits  of  the  road 
exceed  six  per  cent,  the  state  was  to  receive  no 
greater  dividend  in  consequence,  but  the  excess  to 
be  divided  among  the  other  stockholders.  In  con- 
sideration of  the  interest,  so  to  be  secured  to  the 
state,  the  company  was  authorised  to  charge  one 
cent  per  mile,  in  addition  to  its  present  charge  for 
each  person  transported  upon  the  road.  At  their 
general  meeting  on  the  18th  of  July,  the  stockhold- 
ers directed  the  preparation  of  the  guarantee  in 
question,  which  was  accordingly  prepared  and  trans- 
mitted, as  required  by  the  lawr,  to  the  treasurer  of 
the  western  shore.  A copy  of  it  will  be  found  in 
the  appendix.  The  right  of  the  company  to  make 
the  additional  charge  is  now  perfected.  Had  it 
been  made  during  the  last  official  year,  the  net  re- 
venue of  the  main  stem  would  have  been  doubtless 
much  greater  than  it  has  bmn. 

Another  important  provision,  contained  in  the 
law  of  the  extra  session,  is  that  which  releases  the 


company  from  the  obligation  to  erect  “a  close  fence 
of  boards”  between  the  rail  road  and  canal,  at  the 
narrow  passes  from  the  Point  of  Rocks  to  Harper’s 
Ferry,  as  a condition  precedent  to  the  use  of  steam 
between  the  two  places;  provided  the  rail  road  com- 
pany shall  first  tender  to  the  canal  company  the 
price  of  apostand  rail  fence,  for  the  corresponding 
portions  of  the  river  edge  of  the  towing  path.  The 
objections  to  building  the  board  fence  were  such 
that  they  prevented  (and  but  for  the  law  of  the  ex- 
tra session  would  have  continued  to  prevent)  the 
use  of  steam  above  the  Point  of  Rocks,  and  obliged 
the  rail  road  company  to  maintain  an  expensive 
horse  power  to  do  the  transportation  thence  to  the 
ferry,  a distance  of  twelve  miles,  which  the  engines, 
that  crossed  the  valley  of  the  Monocacy,  could 
have  done  with  but  little  additional  cost.  As  soon 
as  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  act  shall 
have  ascertained  the  cost  of  the  post  and  rail  fence, 
it  will  be  tendered  to  the  canal  company,  and  the 
locomotives,  that  are  now  obliged  to  stop  at  the 
Point  of  Rocks,  will  supersede  tile  horse  power  be- 
yond that  place,  and  continue  their  route  to  Har- 
per’s Ferry. 

With  regard  to  the  other  provisions  of  the  law  of 
the  extra  session,  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  board 
to  enter  into  detail.  The  act  itself  was  before  the 
stockholders  for  their  acceptance,  and  they  must  be 
sufficiently  familiar  with  its  provisions.  Those 
parts  of  it  only,  requiring  the  present  action  of  the 
stockholders  or  the  board,  have  been  particularly 
referred  to.  The  board  are  gratified  in  being  able 
to  announce  to  the  stockholders,  that  the  various 
conditions  precedent  to  subscription,  which  it  con- 
tains having  been  complied  with,  the  subscription 
of  the  treasurer  of  the  western  shore  for  thirty 
thousand  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  compa- 
ny,  ($3,000,000)  was  made,  on  the  23d  of  Septem- 
ber last;  and  also,  that  on  the  27th  of  the  same 
month,  the  same  amount  of  stock  was  subscribed, 
under  the  ordinance  to  that  effect,  by  the  mayor  of 
Baltimore. 

Six  millions  of  dollars  have  thus  been  added  to 
the  effective  means  of  the  company  for  the  prose- 
cution of  the  rail  road  to  the  western  waters. — 
What  the  amount  that  will  be  necessary,  to  finish 
the  work  to  Pittsburgh  and  Wheeling,  may  be,  it  is 
impossible,  at  this  time  to  say,  with  any  approxi- 
mation to  accuracy.  Every  effort  is  being  made  to 
complete  the  surveys  to  ascertain  it.  Cost  what 
the  road  may,  however,  it  will  be  a cheap  road  to 
Baltimore;  as,  restoring  to  her  the  trade  of  which 
the  great  works  of  rival  cities  have  deprived  her,  it 
will  place  her  in  possession  once  more,  and  forever, 
of  all  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  her  geogra- 
phical proximity  to  the  west. 

The  time  limited  ih  the  charter  ftv-  the  comple- 
tion of  the  main  stem  within  the  state  of  Maryland, 
extending  only  to  the  4th  July,  1838,  an  act,  pro- 
longing the  period  for  five  years  from  that  date,  was 
applied  for  and  obtained  at  the  last  session  of  the  le- 
gislature. 

In  the  year  1835,  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania 
incorporated  a company  to  construct  a canal  from 
the  great  Pennsylvania  canal,  at  Columbia,  to  the 
Maryland  line,  along  the  eastern  shore  of  the  Sus- 
quehannah.  At  the  following  session,  this  company 
applied  for  permission  to  change  the  location  of  the 
proposed  canal,  with  a view  of  constructing  it  on 
the  western  side  of  the  river,  and  prolonging  it,  un- 
der authority  from  Maryland  to  a terminus  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Havre  de  Grace.  The  legislature 
of  Pennsylvania  gave  the  desired  permission;  but 
upon  condition  that  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail 
road  company  should  first  assent  to  the  junction, 
with  the  main  stem  of  their  work,  of  a rail  road 
from  Pennsylvania,  entering  Maryland  on  the  di- 
viding line  between  the  former  state  and  Washing- 
ton county,  and  striking  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
rail  road  at  or  near  Hagerstown  or  Williamsport. — 
To  have  assented  to  this,  unconditionally,  would 
have  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  connecting  rail  road 
companies  of  Pennsylvania,  by  lowering  their  rates 
of  toll,  to  abstract  the  travel  and  transportation  from 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road,  east  of  the  point 
of  junction,  diverting  it  along  their  respective  roads 
to  the  rival  city  of  Philadelphia — and  so  enabling 
the  latter,  notwithstanding  its  greater  distance  from 
the  western  waters,  to  receive  or  forward  goods  as 
cheaply  as  could  be  done  at  or  from  Baltimore;  thus 
making  a work,  constructed  with  the  means  of  Ma- 
ryland, enure  to  the  benefit  of  the  commercial  em- 
porium of  a rival  state,  that  had  contributed  nothing 
to  the  undertaking.  Pledged  as  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  rail  road  company  now  is,  to  pay  to  the  state 
six  per  cent,  on  its  late  subscription,  it  would  have 
been  impossible,  with  any  regard  to  the  interests  of 
the  stockholders,  to  reduce  the  toll,  in  competition 
with  works,  many  of  which  were  the  property  of 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  policy  of  all  of 
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which  would  have  been  to  attract  the  business  from 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road,  east  of  the  point 
of  junction,  to  themselves.  With  a view  of  obviat- 
ing this  difficulty,  a condition  was  inserted  in  the 
act,  that  in  case  of  a reduction  of  the  tolls  on 
the  Pennsylvania  works  in  connection,  mediately  or 
immediately,  with  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road, 
the  tolls  on  that  road,  west  of  the  point  of  junction, 
might  be  increased  in  proportion;  so  as  to  keep  the 
charges  on  persons,  goods  or  produce,  going  to  or 
coining  from  Pennsylvania,  uniform  throughout  the 
distance  they  were  to  be  transported;  thus  putting 
it  in  the  power  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road 
company  to  countervail,  at  all  times,  the  effects  of 
a reduction  of  tolls  on  the  Pennsylvania  roads  in 
connection  of  their  own  work.  The  law  of  Penn- 
sylvania, with  this  provision,  has  been  assented  to 
by  the  board  of  directors,  and  has  gone  into  opera- 
tion. To  have  refused  the  assent,  would  have  been 
illiberal  towards  Pennsylvania,  which  had  already 
permitted  a connection  by  Maryland  with  her  works, 
in  the  cases  of  the  rail  road  to  York  and  the  canal 
along  the  Susquehannah,  as  well  as  inconsistent  with 
the  spirit  of  the  age,  which  is  to  multiply  all  means 
of  intercommunication,  and  increase  the  number  of 
markets  accessible  to  the  producer;  and  it  would,  be- 
sides, have  deprived  the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  deep- 
ly interested  in  the  Susquehannah  improvement, 
of  what  was  deemed  of  great  value  to  them  and  to 
the  community.  The  road  from  Pennsylvania, 
whose  junction  with  the  main  stem,  is  to  comply 
with  the  provisions  of  the  above  law,  has  not  yet 
been  designated. 

In  several  of  their  preceding  reports,  the  board  of 
directors  have  adverted  to  the  efforts  made  by  them 
to  perfect  a locomotive  engine,  adapted  to  the  curv- 
ed character  of  their  road,  and  capable  of  using  an- 
thracite coal  as  fuel;  and  the  very  satisfactory  re- 
sults obtained  have  been,  from  time  to  time,  detail- 
ed. The  further  experience  of  the  board  fully  jus- 
tifies the  steps  heretofore  taken  by  them  in  this  par- 
ticular. There  are  now  eleven  first  rate  locomotive 
engines  in  use  upon  the  main  stem  and  Washing- 
ton branch,  all  of  which  have  been  manufactured 
at  the  company’s  shops;  and  six  more  are  being 
built,  which,  it  is  expected,  will,  when  the  road 
over  Parr’s  ridge  is  relocated,  and  reconstructed 
without  inclined  planes,  enable  the  company  to  dis- 
pense entirely  with  the  use  of  horse  power,  except 
in  the  city  of  Baltimore.  A very  considerable  di- 
minution in  the  cost  of  working  the  road  will  thus 
be  effected. 

Since  the  death  of  Phineas  Davis,  mentioned  in 
the  last  annual  report,  Messrs.  Gillingham  and  Wi- 
nans  have  taken  the  company’s  shops,  at  the  Mount 
Clare  depot,  and  continue  there  the  manufacture  of 
locomotive  engines  and  rail  road  machinery,  com- 
menced by  Mr.  Davis.  Within  the  last  year,  the 
force  employed  by  them  has  been  considerably  in- 
creased; a circumstance  much  to  the  interest  of  the 
company,  as  it  furnishes  the  means  of  a prompt 
compliance  with  the  wants  of  the  road,  and,  when 
this  is  extended  westward,  will  insure  a supply  of 
locomotive  power  and  the  various  necessary  ma- 
chinery, as  fast  as  it  is  wanted.  It  may  be  observed 
here,  that  the  work  shops  at  the  Mount  Clare  de- 
pot are  carried  on  by  Messrs.  Gillingham  and  Wi- 
nans,  independent  of  the  company.  They  are 
bound  by  contract  to  supply  the  company  with  lo- 
comotive engines,  and  all  other  rail  road  machinery, 
at  a stipulated  price,  and,  at  all  times,  to  give  pre- 
cedence to  the  company’s  demands  for  work.  They 
have  the  use  of  the  ground  and  buildings  occupied 
by  them,  with  the  fixed  machinery  left  by  Mr.  Da- 
vis, without  rent,  being  bound  to  keep  the  same  in 
repair,  and  return  them  as  they  received  them.  In 
consideration  of  this,  they  manufacture  the  compa- 
ny’s engines,  so  much  below  the  market  price  for 
them  elsewhere,  that  the  interest  on  the  cost  of 
buildings  and  fixed  machinery,  above  mentioned, 
is  fully  paid;  and,  indeed,  it  would  take  but  a little 
while,  when  the  extension  of  the  road  westward 
required  a larger  number  of  engines,  to  reimburse 
to  the  company  the  entire  outlay  for  the  shops  at 
the  Mount  Clare  depot. 

Recent  experiments,  made  with  the  two  last  en- 
gines built  by  Messrs.  Gillingham  and  Winans, 
shew  a power  of  traction  exerted  by  them  when 
the  weight  of  the  engine  was  but  eight  tons — much 
exceeding  the  greatest  power  that  has  yet  been  ex- 
erted on  the  Liverpool  and  Manchester  rail  road  by 
a tvvelve  ton  engine.  When  the  necessity  of  hav- 
ing powerful  engines  to  overcome  the  heavy  grades 
and  sharp  curves,  that  must  be  encountered  in  the 
mountain  region,  is  considered,  the  results  here 
mentioned  cannot  be  too  highly  appreciated.  They 
make  that  easy,  which,  but  a few  years  since, 
would  have  been  deemed  impossible;  and  the  prac- 
ticability of  passing  the  Alleghanies  with  locomo- 
tive engines  and  their  trains  is  owing,  not  more  to 
the  topographical  advantages  of  the  particular  route, 


than  to  the  powerful  machines  that  have  been  in- ; 
vented  and  perfected  in  the  work  shops  of  the  com- 
pany. For  particulars  of  the  experiments  with  the 
locomotive  engines,  reference  is  made  to  the  re- 
port of  the  chief  engineer  on  the  subject.  Appen- 
dix B. 

The  gross  receipts  from  the  main  stem  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  1st  instant,  have  been 
$281,966  87,  exceeding  the  gross  receipts  of  the 
preceding  year  by  $18,598  77.  The  expenses  of 
transportation  during  the  same  period  have  been 
$128,177  41,  exceeding  those  of  the  preceding  year 
by  $14,210  23.  The  repairs  of  the  road  for  the 
year  just  ended  have  been  $53,401  32,  while  the  re- 
pairs of  the  year  ending  October  1st,  1335,  amount- 
ed to  but  $25,103  63,  making  a difference  of 
$27,997  69.  The  repairs  of  machinery  and  cars 
have  also  exceeded  the  repairs  of  the  preceding 
year  by  $9,380. 

It  will  be  at  once  observed,  that  the  expenses  of 
transportation  have  increased  in  a much  greater 
proportion  than  the  gross  revenue.  This  is  to  be 
accounted  for  by  the  extraordinaiy  inclemency  of 
the  winter  of  1835-’36.  The  frequent  falls  of  snow, 
lying  for  a long  time  upon  the  ground,  alternating 
with  rain  and  cold  freezing  weather,  so  coated  the 
rails,  as  to  prevent,  very  frequently,  the  use  of 
steam  for  transportation,  and  made  it  necessary  to 
employ  a number  of  horses  to  prevent  the  business 
of  tne  road  from  being  interrupted.  The  snow  was 
often  so  deep,  and  the  ice  on  the  rails  so  thick,  as 
to  defy  the  ordinary  modes  of  removing  them,  and 
the  employment  of  gangs  of  laborers  became  neces- 
sary for  the  purpose. 

It  is  gratifying  to  the  board  to  be  able  to  state 
that  while  many  of  the  rail  roads  to  the  north  of  the 
Potomac  were  either  obliged  to  suspend  operations 
altogether,  or  were  interrupted  for  days  together, 
by  the  inclemency  of  the  season,  not  a single  trip 
was  lost  either  on  the  main  stem  of  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  rail  road,  or  on  the  lateral  road  to  Wash- 
ington. 

It  will  also  be  observed  that  the  repairs  of  the 
road,  which  in  the  year  ending  October  1st,  1835, 
amounted  to  but  $25,103  63,  have  this  year  been 
increased  to  $53,101  32,  which  is  to  be  attributed 
to  the  decay  of  the  wooden  string  piece,  upon 
which  the  iron  rail  has  been  laid  on  a considerable 
part  of  the  line  of  the  road.  This  it  was  expected, 
when  it  was  adopted,  would  last,  from  eight  to  ten 
years:  on  the  contrary,  during  the  last  year,  after  it 
had  been  in  use  but  six  years,  and  some  of  it  not 
so  long,  the  wooden  string  piece  very  generally  re- 
quires replacing.  The  graduation  and  masonry  of 
the  road  continue  in  good  order  along  the  entire 
line;  the  repairs,  which  form  so  large  an  item  among 
the  charges  against  the  income,  occur  in  the  super- 
structure— thus  corroborating  the  opinion,  which  is 
now  generally  entertained,  that  where  the  means 
can  be  obtained  with  which  to  procure  it,  a heavy 
iron  rail  is  the  best  and  most  economical  in  the 
end. 

The  repairs  of  machinery,  engines  and  cars  have 
also,  as  is  seen  above,  considerably  exceeded  those 
of  the  year  ending  October  1st,  1835.  This  is 
owing  chiefly  to  the  increased  number  of  locomotive 
engines  now  in  use  upon  the  road. 

On  the  Washington  road,  the  gross  receipts,  since 
it  was  opened,  including  a part  of  the  year  ending 
October  1st,  1835,  have  been  $178,333  95,  of  which 
the  state  tax,  amounting  to  $40,564  26,  is  a part. 
The  expenses  of  transportation  upon  this  road  have 
been  but  $26,540  47,  or  nearly  fifteen  per  cent,  of 
the  gross  receipts,  while  the  expenses  of  transpor- 
tation upon  the  main  stem  are  45  1-2  per  cent,  of 
the  gross  receipts.  The  difference  is  to  be  chiefly 
attributed  to  the  more  ample  charge  allowed  for  the 
transportation  of  passengers  on  the  branch  road, 
and  to  the  fact  of  steam  being  employed  exclusive- 
ly as  the  moving  power  throughout.  When  the 
planes  at  Parr’s  ridge  are  done  away  with,  and 
horse  power  on  the  main  stem  superseded  entirely 
by  steam,  the  result,  with  the  increased  toll  author- 
ized by  the  act  of  May  session,  will  be  in  propor- 
tion favorable  on  this  road  also.  The  expenses  of 
repairs  of  the  Washington  road  have  been  $15,423 
17,  of  which  the  sum  of  $10,000  is  properly  charge- 
able to  construction — having  been  spent  in  the  re- 
moval of  slides  and  the  adjustment  of  embankments, 
and  forming  a part  of  tile  cost  of  construction  as 
justly  as  the  original  excavation  and  graduation  of 
the  road  bed.  The  net  earnings  of  this  road  since 
it  was  opened,  and  which  constitutes  a fund  for  di- 
vidends, amount  to  $ 88,772  03.  Besides  the  divi- 
dend that,  the  main  stem  is  entitled  to  receive  as  a 
stockholder  in  the  Washington  branch,  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind,  that  a considerable  sum  is  annually 
received  by  the  former  for  the  use  of  that  part  of 
the  road  which  is  common  to  both  works.  The 
board  have  little  doubt,  therefore,  that  the  receipts 
from  the  Washington  branch  will  be  more  than  suf- 


ficient to  meet  the  interest  on  the  money  borrowed 
by  the  main  stem  to  construct  it;  and  indeed  the 
increase  of  travel  and  transportation  between  Balti- 
more and  Washington  has  been  such,  since  this 
means  of  intercommunication  has  been  opened,  that 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  that  the  net  profits 
of  the  branch,  exceeding  six  per  cent,  per  annum, 
will  become  a source  of  income  to  the  main  stem, 
fully  justifying  the  company  in  undertaking  to  con- 
struct it. 

In  the  last  annual  report,  the  board  expressed  the 
belief  that  they  would,  thereafter,  be  enabled  to 
make  regular  semi-annual  dividends  among  the 
stockholders.  In  making  this  assertion  the  board 
believed  that  they  would  be  borne  out  by  the  in- 
creasing business  of  the  road.  Not  only  did  they 
anticipate  the  increase,  which  past  experience  had 
led  them  to  expect,  but  they  were  under  the  im- 
pression, that,  upon  the  evening  of  a continuous 
rail  road  communication  with  Winchester,  tire  ad- 
ditional trade  and  travel  would  so  add  to  the  income 
of  the  company,  as  insure  the  payment  of  regular 
dividends  to  the  stockholders.  They'  were  under 
the  impression  too,  that  the  receipts  from  the  Wash- 
ington branch  would  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  inter- 
est due  on  the  money  borrowed  by  tire  company  to 
pay  for  its  stock  in  that  work.  In  these  anticipa- 
tions the  board  of  directors  found  themselves,  when 
the  time  for  declaring  the  expected  dividend  arriv- 
ed, disappointed.  And  they  have  found  it  neces- 
sary to  cadi  for  an  instalment  of  five  dollars  per 
share  on  the  stock. 

On  the  first  of  October,  1S35,  at  the  date  of  the 
last  annual  report,  the  receipts  of  the  company  for 
the  preceding  six  months  had  amounted  to  $148,54 1 
63.  Instead  of  this  amount  being  received  for  the 
ensuing  six  months,  ending  on  the  first  of  April, 
1836,  when  the  dividend  should  have  been  made, 
the  receipts  were  but  $124,614  23,  making  a dif- 
ference of  $23,927  40.  Again,  the  board  Iiad  no 
reason  to  believe,  that  the  general  expenses  of  the 
company  for  the  six  months,  ending  on  the  first  of 
April,  1836,  would  exceed  the  expenses  of  the  six 
months  immediately  preceding.  The  expenses  of 
the  latter  exceeded,  however,  the  expenses  of  the 
former  period,  by  $26,320  70,  making,  in  the  two 
items  alone,  a deficiency,  not  anticipated  on  the  1st 
of  October,  1S35,  of  $50,248  10.  The  causes  of 
this  diminution  of  receipts  and  increase  of  expenses 
have  been  already  stated  in  a previous  part  of  this 
report.  The  board  had  expected  too,  that  the 
30,000,  interest  due  on  the  money  borrowed  to  make 
the  Washington  branch,  on  the  1st  of  April,  1S36, 
would  have  been  met  by  the  dividends  received 
from  that  work.  Instead  of  this,  however,  it  be- 
came a charge  upon  the  main  stem,  making,  with 
the  items  already  enumerated,  the  sum  of  $S0,24S 
10,  by  which  the  disposable  revenue  of  the  compa- 
ny was  reduced  below  what  had  been  anticipated, 
when  the  belief  that  regular  dividends  could  be  de- 
clared, was  expressed  in  the  report  of  October, 
1835.  These  matters  arc  stated  at  length,  to  ex- 
plain why  it  was  that,  with  the  confident  belief  en- 
tertained by  them  at  the  date  of  their  annual  re- 
port, the  board  of  directors  still  found  themselves 
unable  to  continue  the  payment  of  semi-annual  di- 
vidends. 

During  the  current  year,  the  construction  of  the 
Potomac  viaduct — additional  sidelings  and  turnouts 
— right  of  way  and  damages — surveys — real  estate, 
and  construction  of  depots  and  water  stations — lo- 
comotive steam  power  and  machinery  have  caused 
expenditures  properly  chargeable  to  the  capital 
stock,  but  which  nave  had  to  be  met,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  instalments,  by  the  revenue  as  it  accrued. 
The  amount  of  the  capital  in  the  main  stem  is 
$3,311,250,  while  the  money  actually  expended  is 
$3,474,600  08.  On  the  Washington  branch,  the 
capital  paid  in  is  $1,500,000,  and  the  capital  ex- 
pended, is  $1,588,899  61;  making  on  the  main  stem, 
an  over  expenditure  of  capital  of  $163,350  08,  and 
on  the  Washington  branch  an  over  expenditure  of 
$88,899  61;  in  all  an  over  expenditure  of  capital  of 
$252,249  69.  To  meet  this,  the  company  has  bor- 
rowed money,  and  has  appropriated  the  net  reve- 
nue on  the  main  stem  and  also  the  net  revenue 
from  the  Washington  branch.  To  discharge  the 
debt  for  borrowed  money  due,  as  aforesaid,  the  in- 
stalment above  mentioned  has  been  called  for. — 
The  amount  that  has  been  appropriated  out  of  the 
revenue  of  the  main  stem  and  applied  to  purposes 
connected  with  the  construction  thereof,  and  not  to 
general  expenses,  other  than  construction,  it  is  pro- 
posed, shall  he  divided  by  the  number  of  shares  of 
stock  in  the  main  stem,  and  each  share  credited 
with  its  proportion,  as  so  much  paid  on  it.  In  the 
Washington  branch,  where  the  stock  has  been  paid 
in  full,  this  means  of  giving  to  the  stockholders  the 
benefit  of  the  revenue,  which  has  been  appropriat- 
ed to  construction,  cannot  be  adopted.  A new 
stock,  to  the  desired  amount,  may  therefore  be  crc- 
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ated,  sold,  and  the  proceeds  divided  among  the  stock- 
holders. For  an  amount  of  the  receipts,  expendi- 
tures and  condition  of  the  company,  on  the  1st  in- 
stant, reference  is  made  to  the  accompanying  state- 
ment C. 

Of  the  ultimate  profit  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
rail  road  to  the  stockholders,  the  board  of  directors 
can  only  here  reiterate  the  favorable  opinion  that 
they  have  so  often  heretofore  expressed.  To  doubt 
its  making  a return  on  the  outlay,  when  it  shall  be 
completed  to  the  western  waters,  is  impossible, 
when  the  probable  travel  and  transportation  upon  it 
then,  is  considered.  There  is  hardly  a rail  road  in 
the  country,  that  has  been  completed,  that  is  not 
now  realizing  a handsome  return  on  the  cost  of  its 
construction;  and  the  chief  reason  why  this  is  not 
done  by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  road,  is,  that 
it  is  not  completed.  If  it  were,  at  this  day,  propos- 
ed to  make  a rail  road  to  Fredericktown  or  Harper’s 
Ferry — (supposing  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail 
road  to  the  west  not  to  be  projected  even),  no  one 
would  be  willing  to  undertake  such  a work  through 
so  difficult  a region — for  every  one  would,  at  once, 
doubt  its  affording  an  interest  on  its  cost.  To  ex- 
pect, therefore,  that  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail 
road,  which  now,  is  not  a road  to  the  west  but  a 
road  to  Fredericktown  and  Harpers’  Ferry  only, 
should  make  the  dividends  declared  by  the  finished 
rail  roads  of  the  country,  were  vain  indeed.  The 
full  extent  of  its  profit  can  only  be  realized  on  its 
completion. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  here  also,  that  when  the  char- 
ter of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  was  granted 
in  1826,  by  the  legislature  of  Maryland,  it  was  the 
first  rail  road  for  general  purposes  that  had  been 
projected  in  the  country — and  so  sanguine  of  profit 
were  its  friends,  that  the  charge  for  passengers  was 
deemed  ample  at  three  cents  per  mile,  and  for 
merchandise  and  produce,  four  cents  eastward  and 
six  cents  westward,  making  an  everage  as  expe- 
rience shows,  of  about  four  and  an  half  cents.  Ex- 
perience has  since  shown,  that,  upon  a costly  road, 
through  a difficult  country,  these  rates  axe  too  low, 
upon  the  limited  amount  of  business  that  has  here- 
tofore been  done  by  this  company:  and  there  are  but 
few  rail  roads  in  the  union  on  which  the  charges 
are  not  higher.*  Combined  with  the  low  rate  of 
charge,  to  which  this  company  is  limited,  may  be 
mentioned  those  causes  of  expense — the  working  of 
inclined  planes,  and  the  maintenance  of  an  expen- 
sive horse  power  to  be  used  in  the  city — from  which 
other  rail  road  companies,  whose  stocks  give  large 
dividends,  are  exempt.  These  matters  are  men- 
tioned here,  by  way  of  showing  the  difference  be- 
tween the  companies  that  are  often  cited  as  exam- 
ples of  productive  institutions,  and  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  rail  road  company,  and  to  show  that  the 
cases  are  by  no  means  parallel.  The  Portsmouth 
and  Roanoke  rail  road  for  instance,  is  allowed  to 
charge  six  cents  per  mile  for  passengers,  and  8 cents 
per  ton  for  freight.  The  Washington  branch  makes 
the  same  charge  for  passengers — but  only  four  per 
cent,  for  freight — and  has  to  pay  a bonus  of  one-fifth 
of  its  receipts  from  passengers  to  the  state — Were 
this  bonus  not  paid,  and  the  Portsmouth  and  Roanoke 
rates  charged,  it  would  be  able  to  declare  out  of  the 
earnings  of  last  year  alone,  a dividend  of  eight  and 
three-fourths  per  cent,  to  its  stockholders — and  at 
the  same  rates,  for  the  same  time,  the  main  stem 
could  have  declared  a dividend  of  eight  and  a half  per 
cent.  When  this  road  is  finished  to  the  west,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  of  its  productiveness;  and  even  in 
the  mean  time,  what,  with  the  increase  of  toll  al- 
ready authorised,  the  avoidance  of  the  planes  at 
Parr’s  ridge,  it  is  believed  that  a return  may  be 
made  to  the  stockholders.  It  is  the  desire  of  the 
board  to  see  the  great  work  finished,  that  is  to  unite 
Baltimore  indissolubly  with  the  west.  They  be- 
lieve (hat  the  prosperity  of  Baltimore  depends  upon 
it.  The  liberality  of  Maryland — the  munificence 
of  the  city  most  interested,  have  contributed  nobly 
to  the  enterprise;  and  the  board  cannot  doubt,  that 
when  the  surveys  shall  have  ascertained  beyond 
cavil,  the  expense  of  construction,  any  deficit  which 
may  exist,  will  forthwith  be  furnished. 

By  order  of  the  board, 

J.  W.  PATTERSON,  president. 

LOUISVILLE,  CINCINNATI  & CHARLES- 
TON RAIL  ROAD. 

The  following  very  interesting  and  important  re- 
port was  made  by  skilful  engineers,  at  the  great 


*On  the  Petersburg  rail 
road,  for  persons  per  for  goods  per  ton 
mile  5 cts.  permile  10  cts. 

Winchester  & Potomac  6 cts.  7 cts. 

Portsmouth  & Roanoke  6 cts.  8 cts. 

Boston  and  Providence  5 cts.  10  cts. 

Boston  and  Lowell  34  cts.  7 cts. 

Mohawk  and  Hudson  5 cts.  8 cts. 


meeting  held  at  Knoxville  (in  Tennessee)  on  the 
4th  of  July  last,  consisting  of  representatives  from 
the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama 
and  Tennessee,  in  relation  to  the  above  proposed 
rail  road — a scheme  of  greater  magnitude  than  any 
of  the  kind  that  has  been  before  attempted  either 
in  this  country  or  in  any  other,  and  which,  vast 
and  extensive  as  it  is,  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  effected 
without  loss  of  time.  [Books  are  to  be  opened  to 
receive  subscriptions  for  the  stock  in  October  next.] 

The  convention  was  organized  by  the  unanimous 
appointment  of  general  Robert  Y.  Hayne,  of 
South  Carolina,  to  be  president,  and  the  honorable 
Pryor  Lea,  of  Tennessee,  to  be  secretary.  After 
sitting  from  day  to  day  until  the  8th,  and  transact- 
ing much  other  business,  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions,  being  the  report  of  a committee 
of  forty-five,  composed  of  delegates  from  all  the 
states  interested,  were  unanimously  agreed  to 
by  the  whole  convention,  and  ordered  to  be  pub- 
lished to  the  world  in  their  name  and  behalf. 

REPORT. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report 
of)  the  South  Carolina  commissioners,  and  the  four 
resolutions  directing  them  to  consider  the  charters, 
and  report  thereon,  and  also  to  inquire  and  report 
on  the  practicability,  probable  cost,  and  commercial 
and  other  advantages  of  the  proposed  Louisville, 
Cincinnati  and  Charleston  rail  road,  and  also  on  the 
measures  necessary  to  be  adopted  in  relation  thereto, 
have  had  these  important  subjects  under  considera- 
tion, and  find  that  charters  have  been  passed  by  the 
legislatures  of  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina, 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
tending a rail  road  from  Louisville  and  Cincinnati 
to  Charleston,  through  the  states  above  mentioned. 
Having  examined  the  provisions  of  these  charters, 
the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  they  should  be  ac- 
cepted, and  accordingly  report  a resolution  to  that 
effect. 

With  respect  to  the  second  branch  of  their  inqui- 
ries, they  report  that  the  charters  enacted  by  the 
several  states  require  that  the  road  shall  pass 
through  the  states  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  North 
Carolina  and  South  Carolina;  and  the  committee 
are  directed  to  respond  to  the  inquiry,  whether 
there  has  been  found  a practicable  route  through 
these  states  between  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina, 
and  some  point  in  Kentucky  between  the  Cumber- 
land mountains  and  the  Kentucky  river,  from  which 
point  two  roads  may  be  made,  one  leading  to  Louis- 
ville, and  the  other  to  Cincinnati,  by  way  of  Lex- 
ington, and  thence  by  a branch  to  Maysville.  This 
cannot  be  answered  better  than  by  referring  to  the 
report  of  captain  Williams,  of  the  United  States 
topographical  engineers,  and  chief  engineer  of  the 
South  Carolina  commissioners,  which  has  been  re- 
ferred to  this  committee,  and  which,  after  due  exa- 
mination, is  found  to  be  entitled  to  entire  confi- 
dence, as  well  on  account  of  the  able  manner  in 
which  it  has  been  drawn  up,  as  the  skill  and  accu- 
racy of  the  engineers  who  have  assisted  in  making 
the  surveys.  From  this  report,  corroborated  by  the 
personal  observations  of  many  members  of  this 
committee,  it  will  appear  that  within  the  chartered 
limits  of  the  company,  there  is  no  practicable  pass 
through  the  Alleghany  mountains  but  the  valley  of 
the  French  Broad  river;  and  most  fortunately  for 
the  undertaking,  the  general  direction  of  this  river, 
within  the  mountain  region,  coincides  with  a 
straight  line  drawn  from  Charleston  to  the  branch- 
ing point  in  Kentucky;  and  what  recommends  it 
more  strongly  lor  adoption  is  the  fact  that  its  head 
waters  rise  on  a level  plain,  which  begins  at  the 
summit  of  the  Blue  ridge,  and  stretches  to  the 
north  west  in  an  open  valley,  without  any  descent 
perceptible  to  the  eye  for  30  miles,  to  a short  dis- 
tance below  Asheville,  in  North  Carolina;  and  for 
the  next  sixty  miles  it  has  a very  regular  descent 
to  the  point  where  it  issues  from  the  mountains, 
which  descent,  in  the  whole  distance,  averages 
only  13  feet  to  the  mile;  and  in  only  one  mile  is 
there  a descent  of  45  feet.  And  while  the  river 
runs  over  this  regular  descending  bed,  its  curva- 
tures are  such,  that  with  no  very  extraordinary 
labor  a road  can  be  made  in  it  to  admit  locomotives 
with  their  trains  to  pass  without  difficulty.  This 
committee  have  no  hesitation,  therefore,  in  declar- 
ing that  this  must  be  adopted  as  a part  of  the  line 
of  our  road,  and  that  it  is  perfectly  practicable. 

The  attention  of  the  committee  has  next  been 
called  to  the  approaches  to  this  great  opening  in 
the  mountains,  and  particularly  to  those  through 
the  Blue  ridge,  which  lead  to  the  comparatively 
level  country  of  North  and  South  Carolina. 

The  Blue  ridge  presents  two  openings,  which 
have  been  examined,  and  minutely  surveyed.  The 
first  is  down  the  Reedy  Patch  creek,  called  the 
Reedy  Patch  gap,  which  leads  directly  into  Broad 


river.  The  descent  here  is  777  feet  in  the  distance 
of  5 miles  and  1,371  feet;  and  in  the  Broad  river 
below  there  is  a descent  of  567  feet  in  6 miles  and 
3,155  feet,  to  a point  where  the  difficulties  of  this 
line  terminate,  and  the  country  becomes  so  level  as 
to  present  no  serious  obstructions  to  the  use  of  loco- 
motive power.  By  the  Butt  mountain  and  Green 
river  the  Blue  ridge  may  be  passed  by  an  opening 
which  leads  into  the  valley  of  Broad  river.  From 
the  depression  of  the  Blue  ridge  at  this  mountain 
there  is  a descent  of  198  feet  in  4 miles  and  2,003 
feet,  to  the  bridge  on  Green  river,  and  from  that 
bridge  down  the  valley  of  that  stream  there  is  a 
descent  of  1,102  feet  in  18  miles  and  3,377  feet,  to 
a point  where  the  level  country  begins,  and  all  se- 
rious obstructions  cease.  A third  route  is  found 
by  passing  the  Blue  ridge  at  the  depression  of  the 
Butt  mountain,  and  crossing  the  Saluda  mountain 
into  Greenville  district,  down  Gap  creek.  On  this 
line,  which  has  been  accurately  surveyed,  the  road 
will  have  a descent  of  198  feet  in  4 miles  and  2,003 
feet,  to  the  Green  river  bridge,  and  then  down  Gap 
creek,  where  the  descent  is  1,096  feet  in  6 miles 
and  3,989  feet,  to  a point  on  the  head  waters  of  the 
middle  fork  of  Saluda,  where  the  obstructions  to  the 
use  of  steam  power  terminate. 

One  of  these  three  passes,  it  is  supposed,  may 
be  adopted;  but  which  of  them,  it  would  be  prema- 
ture to  decide.  This  decision  can  be  made  by  the 
company  alone,  after  full  surveys  and  a careful  con- 
sideration of  all  the  attendant  circumstances. 

This  committee,  however,  have  no  hesitation  in 
declaring  their  opinion  that  a rail  road  may  be 
made  through  either  of  these  passes  with  much  less 
difficulty  than  has  been  overcome  on  lines  of  road 
possessing  in  other  respects  no  superiority  to  ours. 
Three,  or,  at  most,  four  inclined  plains  may  be  hero 
required  to  be  worked  by  steam  or  water  power, 
which  latter  element  can  be  commanded  to  any  ex- 
tent at  all  of  them.  And  when  it  is  recollected 
that  our  road  exceeds  one  hundred  miles  in  length 
in  the  highest  mountain  region  of  the  U.  States,  it 
is  only  a matter  of  surprise  that  so  few  of  these 
auxiliaries  to  locomotive  power  arc  required.  On 
the  Alleghany  and  Portage  rail  road  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, the  same  ridge  of  mountains  is  passed  by  ten 
inclined  planes. 

Below  the  Blue  ridge,  (whichever  pass  above  in- 
dicated may  be  adopted),  the  line  of  road  will  find 
no  surface  which  may  not  be  graded  with  great  ease 
to  locomotive  power,  as  tested  by  present  experi- 
ence. In  fact,  this  region  to  the  seabord  is  remark- 
ably favorable  to  the  use  of  steam  power,  as  will  at 
once  appear  when  the  estimates  of  this  part  of  the 
line  are  presented. 

Issuing  from  the  valley  of  the  French  Broad  on 
the  north  west  of  the  Alleghany,  our  road  may  pass 
round  the  south  west  end  of  the  Clinch  mountain, 
and  reach  the  Cumberland  mountains  at  Cum- 
berland gap,  at  Wheeler’s  gap,  or  at  the  Cross  moun- 
tain gap;  either  of  which  may  be  adopted,  as  may 
be  best  recommended  by  their  own  facilities  and  the 
approaches  to  and  from  them.  In  the  present  state 
of  our  information,  it  would.be  presuming  too  much 
to  express  a preference  for  either.  The  first  has 
been  accurately  surveyed  by  the  engineers  ordered 
by  the  war  department  on  this  service,  and  the  se- 
cond has  been  explored  by  captain  Williams.  It  is 
supposed  that  one  inclined  plane  may  be  required 
here.  And  from  the  summit  of  the  Blue  ridge  to 
the  Ohio  river,  a distance  of  370  miles,  it  is  proba- 
ble that  this  will  be  the  only  inclined  plane  which 
may  be  required. 

The  committee  have  not  had  time  to  go  into  de- 
tails, and  must  therefore  refer  to  the  report  of  the 
commissioners  of  S.  Carolina,  the  report  of  Messrs. 
Gadsden,  Brisbane  and  Holmes,  and  the  report  of 
capt.  Williams,  which,  on  examination,  will  be  found 
fully  to  sustain  this  statement,  and  it  is  further  cor- 
roborated by  the  personal  knowledge  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  some  of  whom  every  part  of  the  line  is 
known. 

The  cost  of  this  work  constitutes  another  branch 
of  this  inquiry.  And  here  the  committee  have 
again  to  refer  to  the  report  of  captain  Williams,  and 
they  recommend  a careful  consideration  of  this  part 
of  it  by  eveiy  friend  of  this  great  work,  from  which 
the  accuracy  of  his  estimates  may  be  duly  appreci- 
ated. If  any  error  has  entered  into  them,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  committee  that  it  will  be  found  in 
placing  the  cost  too  high,  rather  than  too  low.  It 
should  be  here  observed  that  the  estimates  have 
been  made  on  the  supposition  that  the  line  of  road 
is  to  be  located  by  passing  by  Columbia,  South 
Carolina,  then  up  Broad  river  and  the  ridge  between 
it  and  Thicketty  creek,  and  by  the  Reedy  Patch 
gap  to  the  table  lands  of  Buncombe  county,  North 
Carolina;  and  from  the  mouth  of  the  Nolachucky, 
by  Knoxville  and  Wheeler’s  gap,  to  the  branching 
point  south  of  the  Kentucky  river.  This  has  been 
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adopted  without  intending  in  any  manner  to  recom- 
mend it  in  preference  to  any  other.  The  decision 
on  this  point  belongs  exclusively  to  the  company, 
who  will  be  in  possession  of  all  the  requisite  infor- 
mation, (which  is  not  the  case  with  this  commit- 
tee), and  this  decision  will  be  controlled  by  no  in- 
fluence but  the  best  interests  of  the  stockholders, 
which  may  be  always  assumed  as  coinciding  with 
the  best  interests  of  the  community.  The  route  on 
which  the  estimates  are  made  is  assumed  as  the 
basis  on  which  to  predicate  the  cost  of  the  work; 
and,  should  a shorter,  better  and  cheaper  one  be  ob- 
tained, this  will  be  so  much  gained  to  the  company. 
The  following  are  the  results  of  the  estimates  of 
captain  Williams: 

From  Charleston  to  Branch ville,  62 
miles,  where  there  is  now  a single 
track,  the  cost  for  a second  will  be 
$4,500  per  mile 

From  Branchville  to  Columbia,  at  11,433 
dollars  per  mile  62  miles 
From  thence  to  the  junction  of  Thicket- 
ty  with  Broad  river,  65  miles,  at 
$12,000  per  mile 

Thence  to  the  junction  of  Green  and 
Broad  rivers,  at  $14,300  per  mile,  52 
miles 

Thence  to  Asheville,  40  miles,  for  the 
first  ten  miles  through  the  Blue  ridge 
$40,000  per  mile,  and  the  next  30 
miles  at  $12,000  per  mile 
Thence  down  the  French  Broad  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Nolachucky,  60  miles, 
at  $30,000  per  mile 

Thence  to  the  junction  of  Elk  with  the 
clear  fork  of  Cumberland,  crossing  the 
streams  in  East  Tennessee,  90  miles, 
at  $30,000  per  mile 

Thence  to  Cincinnati,  190  miles,  at 
$12,162  per  mile 

The  branch  to  Louisville,  assuming  its 
cost  to  be  equal  to  the  road  from  Co- 
lumbia to  Charleston 
The  branch  to  Maysville,  60  miles,  at 
$12,162  per  mile 


be  seen  at  least  one-third  of  the  United  States, ' Wilmington,  on  the  Atlantic.  From 
which  is  now  settled,  forms  the  immense  country  the  last  mentioned  road,  to  Clinton, 
from  which  this  road  will  draw  its  support,  and  to  Raleigh,  the  capital  of  the  state,  a ra 
which  it  will  dispense  its  blessings.  And  it  cannot  templated,  which  is  to  be 
be  doubted  that,  by  the  time  it  is  completed,  the  cir-  " 
cle  of  its  influence  will  embrace  more  than  5,000,000 


Salisbury,  on 
ind  thence  to 


$279,000 

711,946 


780,000 


743,600 


760,000 


1,800,000 


2,700,000 

2,310,780 


990,000 


729,720 


$11,804,046 

As  the  South  Carolina  canal  and  rail 
road  company  will,  in  all  probability, 
seek  a union  with  this  road  on  terms 
of  perfect  reciprocity,  and  make  a 
double  track  to  the  point  of  junction, 
wherever  that  may  be,  the  estimated 
costs  of  this  part  of  the  road  may  be 
deducted  990,000 


Leaving  this  sum  $10,814,046 

to  be  provided,  to  construct,  (in  connexion  with  the 
present  South  Carolina  rail  road),  the  entire  rail 
roads  between  Charleston  and  Louisville,  Cincin- 
nati and  Maysville. 

This  estimate  is  based  on  the  supposition  that 
there  will  be  a double  track  the  whole  way. 

A view  of  the  extent  and  population  of  the  states 
granting  the  charter,  (through  which  it  must  pass), 
and  also  of  those  states  which,  lying  contiguous  on 
the  east,  the  north,  and  the  west,  may  unite  them- 
selves with  it  by  lateral  and  other  connecting  rail 
roads,  canals  and  navigable  rivers,  may  aid  in  de- 
monstrating the  value  and  extent  of  the  commercial 
and  social  intercourse  it  may  be  made  to  establish. 
But  the  limited  time  allowed  the  committee  has 
prevented  them  from  descending  to  particulars,  or 
exhibiting  more  than  a general,  survey  of  this  ex- 
tensive region.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  most  direct 
influence  of  our  road  will  embrace  the  eastern  but 
largest  portion  of  Kentucky,  the  whole  of  East 
Tennessee,  the  western  section  of  North  Carolina, 
and  the  entire  state  of  South  Carolina.  In  this  re 
gion,  taking  the  census  of  1830  as  the  basis,  and 
adding  the  supposed  increase  to  this  day,  the  pre 
sent  population  will  not  vary  much  from  two  mil 
lions,  or  a little  les3  than  the  entire  population  of 
the  United  States  at  the  declaration  of  indepen- 
dence. And  before  the  time  limited  for  the  com 
pletion  of  our  work  by  the  charter,  allowing  our  po 
pulation  to  double  in  thirty  years,  which  this  road 
will  probably  help  to  accomplish,  it  will,  no  doubt, 
exceed  that  number,  and  nearly  equal  the  entire 
population  of  the  states  at  the  adoption  of  the  fede 
ral  constitution. 

But  a more  enlarged  view  of  this  matter  must  be 
taken.  The  connexions  with  our  road,  as  exhibit 
ed  hereafter,  will  show  that  the.  whole  region,  to  be 
intimately  united  with  our  work,  will  embrace  the 
entire  state  of  Georgia  and  a part  of  Florida,  the 
eastern  part  of  Alabama,  the  southern  part  of  Nor  th 
Carolina  extending  eastward  to  the  ocean,  a large 
portion  of  Ohio  on  the  south  and  west,  almost  the 
entire  state  of  Indiana,  and  a part  of  Eastern  Illi- 
nois. Adding  these  extensive  regions,  and  it  will 
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people,  inhabiting  a country  which  stretches  over 
at  least  12  degrees  of  latitude  and  10  degrees  of 
longitude,  and  is  blessed  by  every  variety  of  soil, 
production  and  climate  found  in  any  part  of  this 
union. 

This  view  of  the  subject  alone  would  seem  to 
render  almost  unnecessary  any  further  development 
of  the  extensive  usefulness  and  vast  importance  of 
the  undertaking;  except  merely  to  point  out  the 
connexions  of  our  road  with  the  rail  roads,  rivers 
and  canals,  which  have  been  completed,  are  in  pro- 
gress or  contemplated,  and  soon  may  be  accom- 
plished, should  our  happy  union  be  preserved,  and 
its  unexampled  prosperity  sustained  and  continued. 
To  show  these  various  connexions,  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  go  somewhat  into  detail,  but 
with  as  much  brevity  as  possible. 

GEORGIA. 

This  state  requires  but  a single  main  trunk  of 
rail  road  to  unite  all  her  contemplated  improvements 
with  ours.  This  trunk,  opening  on  our  road  in  the 
valley  of  East  Tennessee,  may  stretch  to  the  south 
through  the  Alleghany  mountains  and  Blue  ridge 
by  Tennessee  river  and  Rabun  gap,  where  a prac- 
ticable route  has  been  found  to  exist;  or  by  a line 
further  west,  flanking  these  mountains,  on  ground 
favorable  to  its  construction;  and  may  reach  some 
common  point  in  this  state,  from  which  the  follow- 
ing branches  may  diverge: 

The  most  eastern  branch  will  be  extended  to 
Athens,  where  it  will  meet  the  road  now  being 
made  to  Augusta,  the  largest  inland  town  in  the 
southern  Atlantic  states,  where  it  will  meet  the 
rail  road  to  Charleston,  already  in  successful  opera- 
tion, and  at  present  the  longest  finished  rail  road  in 
the  world,  and  the  steamboat  navigation  to  Savan- 
nah. From  the  same  common  point  a branch  will 
run  to  Forsyth;  from  which  place  to  Macon  a rail 
road  is  now  being  constructed.  Here  it  will  meet 
the  central  rail  road  of  Georgia,  which  has  been  in- 
corporated to  run  to  Savannah,  and  also  the  steam- 
boat navigation  of  the  Ockmulgee,  which  reaches 
the  ocean  at  Darien.  The  most  western  branch 
from  this  common  point  will  proceed  to  Columbus, 
and  meet  there  the  steamboat  navigation  of  the 
Chattahoochee,  which  is  the  most  eastwardly  navi- 
gable stream  which  discharges  into  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  All  these  roads  have  received  the  enligh- 
tened consideration  of  the  people  and  legislature  of 
Georgia,  and  are . regarded  as  entirely  within  her 
means;  and  there  seems  no  doubt  of  their  early  ac- 
complishment. It  has  been  ascertained  by  a sur- 
vey made  made  by  lieutenant  Colcock,  that,  in  case 
Georgia  should  run  their  main  road  through  the  Ra- 
bxn  gap,  a road  passing  into  Pickens  district,  in 
South  Carolina,  may  branch  from  it  over  ground 
deemed  by  no  means  impracticable. 

ALABAMA. 

The  western  branch  of  the  Georgia  rail  road,  be- 
fore mentioned,  in  its  way  to  Columbus  will  run  so 
near  to  West  Point,  on  the  Chattahoochee  river, 
that  a short  road  may  connect  it  with  that  place; 
from  which  there  is  now  constructing  a rail  road  to 
Montgomery,  which  there  meets  the  steamboat  na- 
vigation of  the  Alabama  river  that  terminates  at 
Mobile,  the  most  commercial  and  rapidly  increas- 
ing town  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  destined  to 
have  no  superior  in  the  south  west,  except  New 
Orleans.  The  legislature  of  Alabama  has  incorpo- 
rated a company,  that  is  now  organized,  to  carry  a 
road  from  Wetumka,  at  the  head  of  steamboat  navi- 
gation on  the  Alabama  river,  about  seventy  miles, 
to  the  upper  part  of  the  rapids  of  the  Coosa  river. 
This  company  propose  to  extend  their  work  to  meet 
the  western  branch,  or  main  trunk  of  the  Georgia  rail 
road,  and  thus  to  connect  with  ours.1  The  connex- 
ion of  our  road  with  North  Alabama  and  the  south- 
ern part  of  West  Tennessee  will  probably  be  by 
steamboat  down  the  Tennessee  river  from  Knox- 
ville, or  the  point  where  the  Georgia  trunk  will 
leave  that  river,  to  the  Tuscumbia  rail  road,  which 
passes  round  the  Muscle  shoals,  and  is  now  in  full 
operation;  and  should  our  road  pass  the  Cumber- 
land river  below  the  falls,  it  will  cross  the  head  of 
small  steamboat  navigation  on  it,  and  thus  bo  con- 
nected with  Nashville,  and  the  northern  part  of 
Middle  Tennessee,  and  the  western  part,  of  Ken- 
tucky. Should  it  cross  above  the  falls,  it  may  have 
this  connexion  by  a lateral  rail  road  of  no  consider, 
able  extent. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  connexion  of  our  road  with  the  works  of 
this  state  will  probably  be  made  at  Beatty’s  ford, 
on  the  Catawba  river.  From  that  point  a rail  road 
has  been  chartered  to  Fayetteville,  and  thence  to 


u roan  is  con- 
to  Weldon,  on 
the  Roanoke,  to  meet  the  rail  roads  to  Petersburg, 
now  in  full  operation,  and  to  Norfolk.  This  con- 
tinuation will  end  on  the  Chesapeake  bay. 

VIRGINIA. 

A company  is  chartered  to  meet  a branch  of  our 
road,  which  it  is  contemplated  to  pass  down  the 
valley  from  the  western  extremity  ot  Tennessee. 

OHIO. 

When  our  road  shall  reach  Cincinnati,  its  con- 
tinuation will  be  etfected  by  a rail  road  from  that 
city  to  Springfield,  and  thence  by  the  Mad  river 
rail  road  to  Sandusky  bay  and  Lake  Erie.  This 
continuation  is  now  in  progress  to  completion.  At 
that  city  we  shall  also  meet  the  canal  from  the 
Ohio  river  to  Dayton.  It  is  also  contemplated  to 
construct  a canal  from  Cincinnati  to  the  White 
Water  canal,  which  will  enter  the  Ohio  river  at 
Lawrenceburgh,  in  Indiana,  and  will  extend  above 
the  national  road  in  that  state.  At  Maysville,  our 
road  will  reach  the  Ohio  river  47  miles  below  the 
entrance  into  that  stream  of  the  Ohio  and  Erie  ca- 
nal, which  now  extends  entirely  through  the  state 
of  Ohio  to  Cleaveland,  on  Lake  Erie. 

INDIANA. 

The  connexion  of  our  work  with  the  White  Wa- 
ter canal  in  this  state  has  already  been  mentioned. 
When  we  reach  Lexington,  we  shall  meet  the  Lex- 
ington and  Ohio  rail  road  already  finished  to  Frank- 
fort and  progressing  to  Louisville.  On  its  way  it 
passes  within  20  miles  of  Madison,  in  this  state; 
and  from  that  town  a rail  road  is  already  provided 
for,  and  a part  of  it  about  to  be  put  under  contract, 
passing  through  Columbus  and  Indianapolis,  the 
capital  of  the  "state,  to  Lafayette,  on  the  Wabash, 
where  it  will  strike  the  canal  to  Lake  Erie,  already 
in  part  completed.  This  road  will  be  continued  to 
Lake  Michigan,  thus  opening  a direct  and  almost 
straight  communication  between  that  lake  and  the 
Atlantic  ocean  at  Charleston.  At  Madison,  ano- 
ther rail  road  has  been  chartered  to  connect  that 
city  with  Rushville.  At  Louisville  our  road  will 
end  opposite  to  a rail  road  which  has  been  charter- 
ed to  run  from  Jeffersonville  to  Columbus,  to  unite 
there  with  the  Madison  and  Lafayette  rail  road. — 
And  at  Lousville  we  shall  end  opposite  to  another 
road,  which  in  intended  to  pass  through  Salem, 
Bedford,  Bloomington  and  Craw  ford  ville,  and  end 
at  Lafayette.  But  whether  this  road  is  to  be  a 
Macadamized  turnpike  or  a rail  road,  depends  on  the 
result  of  further  surveys  ordered  to  be  made.  The 
state  is  pledged  to  tfie  construction  of  one  or  the 
other.  This  road,  as  well  as  the  one  from  Madi- 
son, will  cross  the  central  canal  of  Indiana,  which 
will  begin  north  of  Indianopolis,  and,  traversing  the 
entire  valley  of  White  river,  enter  the  Ohio  river 
at  Evansville.  The  state  has  made  provision  for 
carrying  the  canal  from  Lake  Erie,  through  La- 
fayette, and  down  the  valley  of  the  Wabash  to 
Evansville,  passing  in  its  whole  length  within  a 
short  distance  of  Illinois.  To  the  completion  of 
these  works,  with  several  others,  this  state  stands 
committed  by  the  pledge  of  $10,000,000;  a sum 
within  a trifle  of  the  whole  amount  requireed  from 
four  states  to  complete  our  great  work. 

But  your  committee  have  yet  to  mention  one  of 
the  most  important  features  of  our  great  undertak- 
ing. It  will  reach  the  Ohio  river  at  three  points, 
embracing  a space  on  that  stream  of  209  miles.  By 
this  connexion  we  shall  open  on  a steamboat  navi- 
gation, that  without  interruption  extends  to  ten 
states  and  two  territories,  and  has  at  this  moment  as 
many  steamboats  floating  on  the  waters  as  exist  in 
all  Europe. 

The  committee  would  gladly  have  availed  them- 
selves of  this  occasion  to  present  a full  view  of  the 
vast  resources  of  the  states  particularly  interested 
in  the  proposed  road,  and  of  its  probable  elfects 
upon  its  future  prosperity.  A development  of  this 
subject  in  all  its  bearing,  we  are  confident  would 
present  a most  imposing  view  of  the  surpassing  im- 
portance of  the  work  which  this  convention  is  as- 
sembled to  promote.  The  necessity,  however,  of 
presenting  a report  for  the  immediate  action  ol  the 
convention  forbids  us  to  attempt  more  at  this  time 
than  a mere  summary  of  the  advantages  which  must 
result  from  the  construction  of  such  a road;  and 
we  are  the  more  reconciled  to  this  course  from  a 
thorough  conviction  that  these  need  only  to  be 
stated  to  open  at  once  to  every  reflecting  mind  a 
prospect  so  extensive  and  so  striking,  that  their 
own  reflections  will  bring  our  readers  at  once  to 
the  conclusions  at  which  we  have  ourselves  arrived. 
Wc  would,  therefore,  merely  call  public  attention 
to  the  following  points,  viz: 

1st.  The  impulse  which  this  road  must  give  to  the 
industry  of  the  vast  and  fertile  regions  through 
which  it  will  pass,  by  improving  their  agriculture, 
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adding  to  the  value  of  lands,  developing  their  mi- 
neral resources,  introducing  new  manufactures,  aug- 
menting their  population,  increasing  the  demand 
lor  labor  of  every  description,  and  building  up  vil- 
lages in  all  directions. 

2d.  The  great  facilities  it  will  afford  for  the  easy, 
cheap  and  certain  transportation  of  the  various  pro- 
ductions of  the  country  through  which  it  may  pass, 
or  with  which  it  may  be  in  any  way  connected; 
the  wide  door  it  will  open  to  reciprocal  exchanges; 
and  the  consequent  extension  of  the  production  as 
well  as  the  consumption  of  the  people  along  the 
whole  line  and  on  its  borders. 

3d.  The  superior  facilities  which  such  a route 
would  afford  for  supplying  the  whole  Atlantic  coast, 
the  West  Indies,  and  foreign  countries,  with  the 
productions  carried  down  the  Mississippi  river  to 
New  Orleans.  When  we  look  at  the  map  of  the 
United  States,  and  trace  the  present  course  of  the 
trade  between  the  country  bordering  on  the  Ohio, 
and  the  cities  on  the  south  Atlantic  coast,  involv- 
ing, after  a tedious  voyage  down  the  Mississippi,  a 
transhipment  at  that  place,  a dangerous  and  dif- 
ficult voyage  down  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  around 
the  capes  of  Florida,  and  estimate  the  loss  of  time, 
of  property  and  the  loss  of  life  by  which  it  is  at- 
tended, the  freight,  insurance,  the  shipwrecks,  &c. 
we  cannot  fail  to  perceive  how  vastly  important  it 
must  be  to  substitute  a direct  communication  with 
the  Atlantic  by  a rail  road,  whereby  all  these  in- 
conveniences and  losses  would  be  avoided,  and  the 
markets  of  the  whole  world  thrown  open  to  the 
western  country.  It  is  believed  that  the  saving  in 
freight  and  insurance  alone  would  pay  the  interest 
on  the  entire  cost  of  such  work. 

4th.  The  vast  amount  of  domestic  manufactures 
of  every  description  which  would  spring  up  in  the 
west,  where  labor  and  provisions  are  so  cheap  and 
abundant,  and  where  waterpower  is  so  boundless — 
manufactures  which  need  only  good  markets  to  be- 
come the  source  of  unbounded  wealth  and  prosperity 
to  the  people  of  that  region,  and  which  will  be  re- 
ceived by  the  south  in  exchange  for  their  cotton, 
or  for  the  foreign  goods  of  every  description  of 
which  they  will  be  the  importers,  for  the  supply  of 
the  west,  as  well  as  of  the  south. 

5th.  The  vast  amount  of  foreign  merchandise 
which,  under  such  a system  of  mutual  exchanges, 
would  be  required  for  western  consumption — the 
consequent  increase  of  the  shipping  interest  in  our 
Atlantic  ports,  and  the  enlargement  of  our  south 
Atlantic  cities  by  the  extension  of  their  commer- 
cial connexions — the  consequent  amelioration  of 
the  condition  of  the  whole  population  of  the  western 
and  southern  states — by  adding  to  their  comforts, 
as  well  as  to  their  intellectual,  moral  and  social 
improvement. 

6th.  The  facilities  which  such  a road  and  its 
branches  would  afford  for  the  certain  and  speedy 
transportation  of  the  mail,  and  the  circulation  of 
literary  productions  and  information  of  every  de- 
scription; thereby  establishing  an  intellectual  in- 
tercourse whereby  the  public  mind  will  be  enlarg- 
ed, improved  and  liberalized — knowledge,  the  pa- 
rent of  virtue,  be  promoted,  and  the  arts  and  sci- 
ences greatly  extended. 

7th.  The  facilities  it  would  afford  to  emigration 
and  personal  intercourse  among  the  inhabitants  of 
different  portions  of  our  country,  now  separated 
from  each  other  by  almost  impassable  barriers — an 
intercourse  which,  embracing  the  millions  of  in- 
habitants extending  from  the  upper  lakes  to  the 
Atlantic,  would  soon  become  so  extensive  as  of 
itself  to  insure  a large  income  to  the  company,  and 
which  would  be  in  all  other  respects  eminently  con- 
ducive to  the  harmony,  improvement  and  pros- 
perity of  our  common  country.  If,  as  we  are  in- 
formed, 30,000  persons  were,  in  a short  time  after 
its  completion,  transported  on  the  Liverpool  and 
Manchester  rail  road,  adding  so  much  to  its  in- 
come as  to  increase  the  value  of  its  stock  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  per  cent,  who  can  count  the  mul- 
titude which  would  pass  along  our  road,  or  estimate 
the  profits  to  be  derived  from  this  source? 

8th.  The  advantage  in  time  of  war,  as  affording 
the  means  of  transmitting  the  products  of  the  south 
and  east  across  the  continent  when  they  could  not 
be  safely  shipped,  whereby  some  of  the  worst  con- 
sequences of  war  would  be  averted  to  the  people 
of  both  regions,  while  the  prosperity  of  the  com- 
pany would  be  greatly  promoted.  Nor  is  it  of  less 
importance  that  the  means  should  be  thus  afforded 
for  the  speedy  transportation  of  provisions,  arms, 
munitions  of  war  and  troops,  from  the  interior  to 
the  seacoast,  or  repel  invasion  and  suppress  insur- 
rection, while  the  military  power  of  the  country 
would  be  thus  greatly  increased,  and  a feeling  of 
security  (founded  on  a community  of  interest  and 
sympathy  of  feeling)  would  pervade  the  land; 
there  could  be  no  jealousy  or  apprehension  of  dan- 
ger from  this  source,  since  a communication  by 


rail  roads  can  be  easily  interrupted,  such  communi- 
cation being  available  only  for  the  intercourse  of 
friends,  and  capable  of  being  instantly  closed  against 
the  approaches  of  an  enemy. 

And  lastly.  Its  controlling  and  permanent  in- 
fluence on  the  peace  and  perpetuity  of  the  union, 
by  practicably increasingthe  reciprocal  dependence 
of  the  north  and  the  south,  from  Michigan  to  Flo- 
rida— by  establishing  connexions  in  business,  pro- 
moting friendships,  abolishing  prejudice,  creating 
great  uniformity  in  political  opinions,  and  blending 
the  feelings  of  distant  portions  of  the  country  into 
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Such  are  the  leading  advantages  of  the  proposed 
road,  which  we  are  here  permitted  merely  to  sug- 
gest, but  the  importance  of  which  will  be  felt  and 
appreciated  by  all.  To  follow  out  these  sugges- 
tions in  all  their  relations,  is  a duty  which  must  be 
reserved  for  another  occasion. 

It  now  becomes  necessary  to  determine  what 
measures  should  be  adopted  to  carry  these  views 
into  effect.  The  charter  provides  that  books  shall 
be  opened  for  a subscription  to  the  capital  stock  of 
the  company  on  the  1st  October  next,  to  continue 
open  for  six  days.  This  capital  is  estimated  at 
$6,000,000,  with  liberty  to  the  company  to  increase 
it  if  found  necessary.  Should  this  sum  not  be  sub- 
scribed within  the  period  mentioned,  the  books  are  to 
continue  open  until  the  1st  January  next,  in  order  to 
enable  incorporated  companies  and  states,  as  well  as 
individuals,  to  make  up  the  amount,  and  if,  in  the 
whole,  the  subscriptions  shall  on  that  day  amount  to 
the  sum  of  $4,00(1,000,  the  company  is  then  to  be 
considered  as  formed.  The  first  important  step, 
therefore,  is  to  secure  the  charier.  For  this  pur- 
pose a strong  appeal  should  be  made  by  this  con- 
vention to  the  people  of  all  the  states  feeling  an 
interest  in  the  proposed  road,  to  induce  them  to  be- 
come subscribers  to  the  stock.  That  appeal,  should 
set  forth  its  practicability  and  immense  advantages 
in  a social,  commercial  and  political  point  of  view; 
urging  such  facts  and  arguments  as  may  be  best 
calculated  to  rouse  the  people  to  a great  and  gene- 
ral effort  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  work.  This 
appeal  cannot  be  without  its  influence  with  an  en- 
lightened and  patriotic  people,  capable  of  estimat- 
ing the  almost  boundless  resources  of  the  states 
between  which  this  road  will  form  a connexion. 
Nor  can  a doubt  be  entertained  by  any  one  who 
will  take  an  enlarged  view  of  the  connecting  links 
of  the  great  chain  of  communication  between  the 
south  and  the  west  which  this  road  will  establish, 
that  it  may  be  made  as  profitable  to  the  stockholders 
as  it  must  be  important  to  the  country  in  all  respects 
— but  especially  in  promoting  friendship  and  har- 
mony, and  establishing  a bond  of  union  among  the 
states. 

It  is,  indeed,  in  this  latter  view  of  the  question 
that  it  presents  itself  with  irresistible  force  to  the 
mind  of  every  citizen  who  loves  his  country,  and 
cherishes  her  institutions.  Without  enlarging  on 
this  topic  at  this  time,  we  consider  it  as  making  an 
appeal  to  the  several  states  through  which  the  pro- 
posed road  or  its  branches  may  pass,  of  so  interest- 
ing a character  that  it  will  become  a high,  we  should 
think  a sacred,  duty  on  their  part  to  interpose,  in 
their  sovereign  capacity,  to  prevent  the  failure  of 
the  great  worlc.  Let  the  considerations  which  en- 
join tills  duty  on  the  several  states  interested  be  set 
forth  and  urged,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  this 
convention,  in  such  a manner  as  may  leave  no  doubt 
of  their  obligations  on  this  subject.  Let  the  dele- 
gates here  assembled  pledge  themselves  to  each 
other  to  exert  all  their  influence  to  effect  this  ob- 
ject; and,  in  behalf  of  those  they  represent,  let 
them  have  a mutual  understanding  that  the  states 
from  which  they  come  will  (so  far  as  it  may  be  in 
their  power  to  speak  for  them ) do  their  part  of  the 
proposed  work.  A reasonable  assurance  that  the 
road  would,  in  no  event,  be  suffered  to  fail,  but  that 
the  states  through  which  it  may  pass  would  be  pre- 
pared to  make  up  any  deficiency  in  the  subscrip- 
tion of  their  citizens,  would  have  the  effect  of  giv- 
ing public  confidence  to  the  work,  and  secure  the 
support  of  individuals  and  corporations.  The  late 
large  and  unexpected  addition  to  the  resources  of  the 
states,  by  the  division  among  them  of  the  surplus 
revenue  of  the  United  States,  affords  the  easy  and 
certain  means  of  effecting  this  most  desirable  object. 
Let  this  be  pressed  home  upon  the  states, and  let  them 
be  urged  by  every  consideration  ofpatriotism  and  du- 
ty not  to  neglect  the  means  which  Providence  seems 
at  this  time  to  have  thrown  in  their  way  for  the  pur- 
pose of  effecting  the  greatest  object  which  it  may 
ever  be  in  their  power  to  accomplish— that  of 
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and  the  south,  by  binding  them,  in  the  golden 
chain  of  mutual  sympathies  and  common  interests; 
by  breaking  down  all  the  barriers  which  now  di- 
vide them,  and  causing  the  stream  of  commerce  to 
spread  its  benign  and  fertilizing  influence  through 


regions  which  want  only  this  to  become  the  fairest 
portions  of  the  globe.  Animated  by  these  views, 
which  time  does  not  permit  them  fully  to  develope, 
the  committee  recommend  to  the  convention  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolutions,  viz: 

1.  Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  conven- 
tion, the  charters  of  the  Louisville,  Cincinnati  and 
Charleston  rail  road  should  be  accepted,  and,  should 
alterations  or  amendments  hereafter  be  found  neces- 
sary, that  application  be  made  thereff  r to  the  legis- 
latures of  the  states  granting  the  same;  and  this 
convention  hereby  urges  upon  the  said  states  the 
expediency  of  granting  such  application,  should 
the  same  be  made,  and  can  entertain  no  doubt  of 
the  disposition  which  will  be  felt  by  the  legislatures 
of  said  states  to  comply  with  all  reasonable  requests 
which  may  be  made  by  the  company  when  the  same 
shall  be  formed. 

2.  Resolved,  That  it  is  important  for  Georgia  and 
Alabama  and  Virginia  to  unite  with  the  Louisville, 
Cincinnati  and  Charleston  rail  road  company  by 
branches  connecting  with  the  main  trunk  of  the 
road,  at  points  convenient  for  said  connexion  in  Ten- 
nessee, on  terms  of  mutual  reciprocity  and  perfect 
equality  as  to  the  rate,  accommodation  and  despatch 
in  the  transportation  of  freight  and  passengers. 

3.  Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  conven- 
tion, a practicable  route  for  a rail  road  has  been 
found  for  connecting  the  city  of  Charleston  with 
the  cities  of  Louisville,  Cincinnati  and  Maysville, 
and  that  the  same  may  be  constructed  at  a reasona- 
ble cost,  and  entirely  within  the  means  of  the  seve- 
ral states  interested  therein. 

4.  Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  conven- 
tion, the  amount  of  transportation  and  travelling  on 
said  road  will  increase  for  an  indefinite  periocl  of 
time,  and  that  it  will,  from  the  completion  of  the 
road,  be  such  as  to  render  its  estimated  cost  a pro- 
fitable investment. 

5.  Resolved,  That,  viewing  the  proposed  road  as 
one  of  vast  importance  to  the  people  of  the  southern 
and  western  states,  we  hold  them  bound  by  every 
consideration  of  interest  and  duty  to  come  forward 
to  its  support,  by  subscribing  freely  for  stock  when 
the  books  shall  be  opened  in  October  next;  nor  can 
we  entertain  a doubt  that,  should  the  road  be  com- 
pleted at  an  early  day  by  the  vigorous  and  united 
efforts  of  the  people  and  the  states  interested  there- 
in, it  will  amply  remunerate  them  for  the  capital 
invested. 

6.  Resolved,  That  we  consider  the  Louisville, 
Cincinnati  and  Charleston  rail  road  as  a work  emi- 
nently entitled  to  the  patronage  and  support  of  the 
states  through  which  it  will  pass,  or  which  may  be 
interested  therein;  and  as,  from  the  national  charac- 
ter, great  cost,  and  magnitude  of  the  work,  it  could 
hardly  be  expected  that  it  should  be  carried  through 
by  private  enterprise  alone,  we  would  respectfully, 
and  do  hereby  most  earnestly  appeal  to  the  said  stales 
for  liberal  appropriations  towards  carrying  on  the 
great  work,  which,  when  completed,  will  be  an  en- 
suring monument  of  their  wisdom  and  patriotism. 

7.  Resolved,  That  we  consider  the  fund  which 
will  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  said  states,  by  the 
division  among  them  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the 
union,  as  peculiarly  applicable  to  this  great  work, 
which,  passing  through  several  states,  will  open  a 
channel  to  the  most  extensive  social  and  commer- 
cial intercourse  between  the  western  states  border- 
ing upon  the  Ohio  and  the  great  lakes,  and  the  states 
on  the  south  Atlantic  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  thereby 
strengthening  the  bonds  of  our  union,  and  promot- 
ing the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  a large  and  most 
interesting  portion  of  our  common  country. 

8.  Resolved,  That  this  convention  does  therefore 
earnestly  appeal  to  the  said  states  to  appropriate  and 
set  apart  said  fund,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be 
necessary  for  that  purpose,  and  to  cause  the  same 
to  be  faithfully  applied  to  the  execution  of  the  pro- 
posed road.  It  is  presumed  that  the  states  of  Ten- 
nessee, Kentucky,  Ohio,  North  Carolina  and  South 
Carolina  cannot  receive,  under  the  distribution  bill, 
the  first  year,  much  less  than  nine  millions  of  dol- 
lars— a sum  nearly  suflicientto  make  the  road;  and, 
should  Georgia,  Alabama,  Virginia  and  Indiana  be- 
come interested  in  it  by  lateral  roads,  the  whole 
amount  required  could  be  raised  by  the  appropria- 
tion of  the  surplus  of  only  a single  year.  We  call 
upon  these  states,  therefore,  for  the  promotion  of 
their  own  best  interests,  and  for  the  sake  of  pos- 
terity, not  to  suffer  the  work  to  fail. 

9.  Resolved,  That  an  address  be  prepared  and 
published  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  this  assembly, 
embodying  and  enforcing  these  views,  and  urging 
in  the  strongest  manner  upon  the  states  and  people 
the  duty  of  carrying  the  great  work  into  effect. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wickliffe,  resolutions  were 
entered  into  admitting  the  state  of  Georgia  and  its 
citizens  to  become  participants  in  the  construction 
and  benefits  of  said  road,  and  other  adjoining  states 
were  also  invited  to  partake  in  the  work. 
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FOREIGN  CHRONICLE. 

Curious  calculations.  It  lias  been  estimated  by  some 
London  statieian,  that  there  are  in  that  city,  lull  five 
thousand  men  who  would  murder  a man  for  the  pros- 
pect of  obtaining  a shilling  and  escaping  punishment. 

The  old  diplomate  Talleyrand  still  preserves  the 
tenacity  of  life  which  belongs  to  him.  He  is  so  far 
recovered  as  to  amuse  himself  daily  in  wheeling  in 
an  armed  chair  among  the  lawns  and  avenues  of  his 
splendid  forest  at  Valeneay — 14,000  acres  in  extent. 

Protestant  Irish.  In  1776,  the  Protestants  in  Ireland 
were  nearly  one-third  of  the  whole  population.  In 
1822,  lliev  were  only  one-seventh.  In  1834,  (the  last 
census)  they  were  found  to  be  reduced  to  as  small  a 
fraction  as  one-tenth. 

Unlicensed  confessor.  A young  man  in  Paris,  lately 
arrayed  himself  in  the  garments  of  a priest  and  plac- 
ed himself  in  a confessional  in  one  of  the  churches. 
A female  penitent  approached  and  had  nearly  finished 
her  confession,  when  by  some  accident  the  cheat  was 
discovered.  The  affair  was  brought  before  the  tribu- 
nals; but  the  crime  is  said  to  be  new,  and  the  judges 
were  puzzled  what  to  do  with  it.  All  Paris  was  spe- 
culating about  it  for  several  hours,  and  finally  the  cause 
was  taken  up  to  the  court  ot  Cassation. 

Albina  elephant.  The  king  of  Siam  is  about  to 
present  to  the  Jardin  des  Plantes,  at  Paris,  a white 
elephant,  as  return  for  the  extreme  kindness  which 
the  Siamese  twins  met  with  from  the  people  of  the 
French  capital  during  their  late  exhibitions.  The 
white  elephat  is  said  not  to  be  a separate  species  of 
the  class,  but  what  is  called  an  albino.  It  has,  how- 
ever, the  peculiarity  of  having  natural  colored  eyes, 
and  can  bear  the  alterations  of  light  and  darkness 
without  inconvenience.  It  is  an  animal  beyond  all 
price  in  India.  In  the  time  of  the  ancient  Persians 
it  was  treated  with  divine  honors. 

Logic  class — Chip  of  the  old  block.  As  a specimen 
of  the  past  utility  of  the  logic  class  in  the  university 
of  Edinburgh,  an  anecdote  is  current,  in  which  the 
son  of  a facetious  baronet,  whose  residence  is  not 
five  miles  from  town,  acted  a part  worthy  of  his  de- 
scent. He  was  called  up  by  the  worthy  professor  of 
the  time,  and  asked  the  notable  question,  “Can  a man 
see  without  eyes?”  “Yes  sir,”  was  the  prompt  an- 
swer. “How  sir?”  cried  the  amazed  professor,  “can 
a man  see  without  eyes?”  “Pray,  sir,  how  do  you 
make  that  out?”  “He  can  see  with  one,  sir,”  repli- 
ed the  ready-witted  youth;  and  the  whole  class  shout- 
ed with  delight  at  the  triumph  over  metaphysics. 

[London  paper. 

The  dead  alive.  An  old  officer  on  the  retired  list, 
living  at  Sarites,  in  the  Charente  inferieure,  a few 
days  ago  fell  into  a lethargy,  and  was  buried  with 
military  honors,  under  the  conviction  that  life  was 
extinct;  but  awakened  by  the  firing  of  the  platoon 
over  his  grave,  which  took  place  before  the  coffin  was 
covered  with  earth,  he  made  himself  heard  by  his 
cries,  was  taken  out,  and  walked  home  arm  in  arm 
with  those  who  had  believed  they  had  taken  their  last 
farewell  of  him. 

Old  oak.  A large  oak  in  the  forest  of  Cerisy, 
known  under  the  name  of  the  Puenesse,  at  a little 
distance  to  the  right  of  the  great  road  to  St.  Lo,  is 
supposed,  by  comparing  various  data,  to  be  eight  or 
nine  hundred  years  old.  In  1824  it  measured  thirty- 
six  feet  in  circumference,  just  above  the  soil,  and  was 
about  fifty-five  feet  high.  The  trunk  is  now  hollow, 
and  will  hold  from  fourteen  to  fifteen  persons. 

Fire  in  London.  A fire  broke  out  on  the  morning 
of  August  30,  in  the  whrehouse  of  Mr.  Wilson,  tea 
merchant,  on  the  Southwark  side  of  London  bridge, 
which,  with  several  adjoining  buildings  and  their  va- 
luable contents,  was  entirely  destroyed.  One  of  the 
warehouses  destroyed  was  five  stories  high,  150  feet 
in  length,  and  80  feet  wide.  The  Inss  of  property 
was  valued  at  £400,000.  Mr.  Wilson  was  severely 
injured  in  leaping  from  his  bedroom  window,  on  the 
second  floor,  upon  the  pavement,  to  escape  the  flames. 
It  is  stated  that  there  has  been  no  fire  in  London, 
which  caused  so  great  a destruction  of  property,  since 
1794. 

Church  of  England  schools.  The  donations  by  the 
friends  of  scriptural  education  at  Liverpool,  amount 
to  £10,322  10s.  2 ]d.  and  the  annual  subscriptions  in 
operation  exceed  £1,100.  In  the  south  school,  their 
are  276  boys,  97  girls,  and  80  infants — in  all  553.  In 
the  north  school  there  are  400  boys,  230  girls — in  all 
630,  making  a total  of  both  schools  of  1,183. 

Cattle  steamboats.  Such  are  the  profits  obtained 
by  the  Scotch  farmers  of  Inverness,  Aberdeen,  btc. 
since  the  exportation  of  their  sheep  and  black  cattle 
to  London  by  steam,  that  it  is  proposed  to  have  a 
line  of  coast  steamboats  entirely  appropriated  to  that 
object. 

The  three  sons  of  the  late  Mr.  Rothschild  have 
taken  their  stand  on  the  London  Exchange,  in  the 
place  so  long  and  honorably  occupied  by  their  father. 
The  firm  was  announced  as  N.  M.  Rothschild  St  Sons. 

All  medical  practitioners,  by  the  new  medical  bill, 
must  attend  inquests  at  the  summons  of  the  coroner, 
under  a penalty  of  £5.  The  fee  is  one  guinea,  and 


two  guineas  for  a post  mortem  examination.  The 
summons  must  be  issued  at  the  request  of  a majority 
of  the  jury. 

Splendid  Egyptian  hieroglyphic.  At  the  sale  of 
Mr.  Burton’s  collection  of  Egyptian  antiquities,  the 
splendid  roll  in  memory  of  Nebsenai,  a scribe  of  the 
temple  of  Pthah  Soker,  at  Memphis,  on  one  sheet  of 
paper,  made  of  the  papyrus  plant,  near  one  hundred 
feet  in  length,  without  a single  join,  (nothing  new 
under  the  sun)!  was  bought  for  the  British  museum 
for  £120. 

A valuable  portion  of  the  manuscripts  of  Voltaire, 
stolen  from  Ferney  in  1819,  are  reported  to  have  been 
discovered  in  Hanover. 

The  highest  chimney  in  the  British  kingdom  is  that 
at  the  chemical  manufactory  at  Wigan,  being  106 
yards,  or  over  308  feet  high. 

The  hereditary  grand  chamberlains  of  England, 
the  marquis  Cholmondelcy  and  lord  Willoughby 
d’Eresby,  by  their  descent  from  the  duke  of  Ancas- 
ter,  are  to  exercise  their  functions  in  alternate  reigns. 

Don  Miguel  has  hired  a magnificent  mansion  at  Al- 
baro,  in  the  suburbs  of  Genoa.  A marriage  is  talked 
of  between  him  and  a princess  of  Modena. 

Silk  and  -mine  in  Russia.  Besides  rail  roads  and 
beet  sugar  manufacture,  the  autocrat  seems  zealously 
bent  on  advancing  his  empire  in  all  the  arts: — 

Last  year  about  95,000  mulberry  trees  were  plant- 
ed in  Russia  alone.  Two  hundred  and  sixty-four 
poods  of  silk  were  produced,  (the  pood  at  36  lbs.  En- 
glish). Thu  produce  of  the  vintage  in  the  Russian 
empire  last  year,  was  1,664,209  barrels  ( vedros ).  In 
the  Crimea,  alone,  above  600  kinds  of  vines  are  culti- 
vated; among  them  are  those  which  produce  the  Rhe- 
nish, French  and  Greek  wines. 

Easy  method  of  delecting  arsenic  in  food.  M. 
Schweiger  Seidel  has  invented  a very  simple  method 
of  ascertaining  the  presence  of  arsenic  in  food,  &c. 
however  small  the  quantity  may  be.  He  puts  a por- 
tion of  the  matter  to  be  tried,  and  doubles  its  weight 
of  soda,  into  a little  glass  tube,  he  closes  the  open  ex- 
tremity' of  the  tube  with  blotting  paper,  and  heats  the 
other  end  with  a taper;  the  arsenic  is  sublimated  in  a 
few  moments,  and  adheres  to  the  sides  of  the  tube  in 
the  part  which  is  not  heated. 


DOMESTIC  CHRONICLE. 

IVew  -weapon.  We  have  been  recently  shown  one 
of  the  most  awfully  destructive  weapons,  made  by 
gen.  Houston’s  orders,  and  slated  to  be  furnished  after 
a device  of  his.  It  consists  of  a cutting  and  stabbing 
knife,  to  the  back  of  which  is  fixed  a pistol,  the  same 
handle  serving  for  both  weapons.  The  knife  is  near- 
ly the  size  of  that  famous  short  sword,  with  which  the 
Roman  legionaries  did  such  memorable  service,  and 
when  backed  and  furthered  by  the  great  improvements 
of  modern  warfare,  we  entertain  very  little  doubt  of 
a fearful  return  of  killed  and  wounded  in  the  Mexi- 
can ranks  in  the  next  encounter,  that  is,  if  they  should 
ever  come  to  close  quarters.  The  next  accounts  are 
looked  for  with  impatience  certainly,  but  with  no  ap- 
prehension. [JV*.  Y.  Trans. 

The  Massachusetts  Silk  company'  have  at  present 
78,000  mulberry  trees  in  flourishing  condition.  The 
company  was  incorporated  a year  ago  with  a capital 
of  $150,000. 

The -work  goes  on.  In  passing  along  Pearl  street, 
and  its  crowded  lots  of  merchandise,  we  noticed  yes- 
terday a row  of  boxes  in  front  of  Disosway  Sc  Bro- 
thers, marked  Liberia , Western  Africa.  We  are  in- 
formed that  this  trade  is  becoming  so  important,  as  to 
make  it  necessary  for  the  merchants  in  the  colony  to 
visit  this  country  regularly  for  their  supplies.  The 
gentlemen  just  referred  to  received  not  long  since,  a 
lot  of  camwood  from  a firm  at  Monrovia,  which  sold 
in  this  market  for  seven  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars. With  the  proceeds,  the  parties  purchased  a ves- 
sel, which  was  filled  with  a return  cargo. 

[AT.  Y.  Com.  Ad. 

A new  bell,  weighing  upwards  of  six  thousand 
pounds,  has  been  hung  over  the  rear  entrance  of  the 
City  Hall,  New  York,  to  be  rung  whenever  there  may 
be  an  alarm  of  fire.  It  was  made  in  that  city,  and  is 
said  to  contain  less  brass  than  the  old,  in  consequence 
of  which  it  will,  as  is  supposed,  be  less  liable  to  crack, 
although  doubts  are  entertained  whether  its  tones  will 
be  as  clear  and  shrill  as  those  of  its  predecessor.  It 
was  carried  to  its  place  of  destination  on  a cart  drawn 
by  four  oxen. 

A revolving  light  has  been  placed  on  Cape  Spear, 
at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  St.  Johns,  N.  F. 
which  went  into  operation  on  the  1st  of  September. 
It  will  burn  at  an  elevation  of  275  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  sea,  shows  a brilliant  flash  at  intervals  of  a mi- 
nute, and  may  he  seen  at  the  distance  of  twenty  miles. 
The  stationary  light  at  Fort  Amherst  is  to  be  con- 
tinued. 

Remarkable  snow  storm.  A letter  from  a friend  in 
Skeneateles  written  on  Thursday  last,  gives  an  ac- 
count of  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  snow  storms 
that  ever  occurred  in  any  autumn  in  this  stale.  On 
Wednesday  morning  it  commenced  snowing,  and  it 


continued  lo  fall  profusely  during  the  whole  of  that 
day  and  the  next.  It  was  computed  that  the  fall  of 
snow,  but  for  the  rapid  ineltug,  would  have  equalled 
three  leet.  As  it  was,  the  si-ow  lay  sixteen  inches 
deep  at  the  time  the  letter  was  written.  Great  de- 
struction took  place  among  the  fruit  and  forest  trees, 
which  were  broken  by  the  burden  of  snow  resting 
upon  them.  Such  a storm  at  a period  of  the  year,  is 
altogether  w ithout  precedent  in  this  climate,  and  adds 
a prominent  item  lo  the  eccentricities  of  this  remark- 
able season.  [AT.  Y.  Com.  Adv. 

Coal  The  Providence  Journal  states  that  the  ex- 
ploration for  anthracite  coal  which  has  been  lor  some 
time  in  progress  in  Cumberland,  (R.  I.)  has  at  length 
been  crowned  with  complete  success.  A shaft  lias 
been  sunk  at  that  place  to  the  depth  of  78  feel,  and 
excavations  have  been  made  on  each  side  at  that  depth, 
one  of  25  and  the  other  to  30  feet.  The  stratum  of 
coal  is  13  feet  thick,  and  dips  to  the  north  at  an  angle 
of  about  05  degrees.  There  is  every  appearance  of 
an  abundant  quantity  of  coal,  which  is  softer  than  that 
obtained  from  the  mine  on  Rhode  Island.  A steam 
engine  is  soon  to  be  put  in  operation,  and  the  price 
fixed  for  the  coal  is  $6  per  ton,  at  the  mine. 

The  shoe  business  was  never  more  profitable  than 
at  present — and  the  New  England  manufacturers  are 
reaping  a rich  harvest.  One  house  in  Salem,  Mass, 
advertises  for  one  hundred  journeymen. 

Major  general  Macomb,  as  we  learn  from  the  Ar- 
my and  Navy  Chronicle,  has  appointed  lieutenant 
John  N.  Macomb,  of  the  4th  regiment  of  artillery, 
one  of  his  aides-de-camp. 

The  grand  jury  of  Oneida  county,  N.  have  found 
true  bills  of  indictment  against  three  of  the  commis- 
sioners to  distribute  the  stock  of  the  Oneida  bank,  lor 
misdemeanor  in  fraudulently  distributing  it  to  them- 
selves. The  three  indicted  are  Mr.  Dauby,  the  post- 
master in  Utica,  and  editor  of  the  Utica  Observer, 
who  is  the  elected  president  of  the  hank;  William 
Osborne,  junior,  and  John  Huger. 

Saw  mills  in  JMaine.  The  editor  of  the  Portland 
Advertiser  computesthe  number  of  saw  mills  in  Maine 
at  from  1,500  to  2,000.  The  town  of  Rons  alone  has 
200. 

Dreadful  leap.  A gentleman  from  the  south,  ou 
Friday,  jumped  out  of  a 4tli  story  window  in  the 
Astor  House  upon  the  stone  pavement.  He  was, most 
severely  injured,  hut  not  killed.  lie  was  insane  as 
we  understand.  A few  moments  before  he  took  this 
leap,  he  drove  his  servant  from  his  bed  chamber  by 
drawing  a large  knife  uponjhim.  (yV.  Y.  Express. 

Population  of  Salem.  The  population  of  Salem, 
Mass,  as  ascertained  by  a census  just  taken,  is  about 
15,000.  In  1830  it  was  13,876. 

A slave  case.  A mulatto  was  arrested  a few  weeks 
ago,  at  Reading,  Pa.  charged  with  being  a runaway 
slave,  belonging  to  an  estate  in  Maryland.  There 
was  some  informality  in  the  papers  under  which  the 
claimant  acted,  and  no  evidence  was  gone  into  to  prove 
whether  the  mulatto  was  a slave  or  not.  He  was  dis- 
charged, but  immediately  arrested  on  a charge  of  lar- 
ceny. He  was  shortly  after  brought  before  a jugde,  on 
a habeas  corpus,  but  again  dismissed  on  the  ground 
that  the  evidence  against  him  was  not  sufficient  to 
sustain  the  charge. 

A Turk.  A negro  slave  at  Darien,  named  Tom 
Scudder,  who  had  bought  himself  a wife,  having  paid 
$700  to  a neighboring  tavern  keeper  for  her,  lately 
had  her  sold  again  under  the  hammer  for  $750 — he 
had  a quarrel  with  her.  He  himself  is  the  property 
of  col.  Deming;  and  though  he  is  fully  able  to  pur- 
chase his  own  freedom,  and  have  a handsome  sum 
besides,  refuses  to  do  so.  He  is  a shoemaker,  and 
pays  his  master  $2  per  day  for  his  time. 

A letter  received  by  a gentleman  of  this  city,  con- 
veys the  unpleasant  intelligence  of  the  death  of  gen. 
John  Coffee,  of  Georgia;  lie  died  at  his  residence,  in 
Telfair  cottnly,  on  Sunday,  the  25lh  ult.  at  half  past  2 
o’clock,  after  an  illness  of  six  days.  [Globe. 

The  lion.  William  C.  Jarvis,  late  speaker  of  the 
Massachusetts  house  of  representatives,  committed 
suicide  in  Wethersfield,  Yt.  on  the  2d  inst.  by  shoot- 
ing himself  through  the  heart  with  a pistol,  lie  was 
deranged  it  is  supposed. 

Doctors.  The  Philadelphia  Sentinel  says  that  N. 
York  has  a greater  variety  of  physicians  than  any  other 
city  in  the  world.  The  Sentinel  enumerates  them 
thus: — 

Regulars,  irregulars,  Broussaisans,  Sangradoarians, 
Mornssouians,  Brandrelhians.Beechitarians,  botanies, 
regular  botanies,  Thomsonians,  reformed  Thomso- 
nians,  theoretical,  practical,  experimental,  dogmati- 
cal, emblematical,  magnetical,  electical,  electrical, 
diplomalical,  homeopathians,  rootists,  herbists,  flor- 
ists and  quacks. 

The  uninterrupted  health  of  New  Orleans  has  caus- 
ed an  earlier  revival  of  the  fall  trade  than  usual. 
Twenty-five  steamboats,  either  loading  or  discharging, 
were  counted  at  the  levee,  September  22d  a much 
larger  number  than  usual  at  this  season. 
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gcy-The  proceedings  of  the  Van  Buren  party  in 
Harford  and  Frederick  and  of  the  people  in  Wash- 
ington and  Allegany,  exhibit  a striking  dissimilari- 
ty of  sentiment  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  the 
recusant  electors  and  the  proper  remedy  for  the 
present  unfortunate  condition  ot  affairs.  For,  while 
the  two  first  warmly  applaud  the  conduct  of  the 
“nineteen”  and  look  to  the  convention,  which  the 
recusants  recommended  to  be  holden  in  November 
next,  as  the  only  remedy,  the  meeting  of  Washing- 
ton county,  comprising  leading  men  of  both  par- 
ties, recommend  the  electors  from  that  county  to  go 
into  the  college  and  assist  in  forming  a whig  se- 
nate, provided  assurances  are  given  that  a majority 
of  senators  will  be  favorable  to  the  passage  of  a law 
calling  a convention  to  remodel  the  present  consti- 
tution!* The  meeting  in  Allegany  county,  also  com- 
osed  of  leading  men  of  both  parties,  does  not, 
owever,  make  this  stipulation,  but  openly  de- 
nounces the  conduct  of  the  nineteen  and  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  meeting  in  Frederick  as  leading 
“to  anarchy  and  confusion.” 

Whether  the  stand  taken  by  Washington  and  Al- 
legany, the  first  named  as  deeply  interested  in  the 
question  of  reform  as  any  other  county  in  the  state, 
will  arrest  the  convention,  time  only  can  deter- 
mine— but  there  are  those  who  are  sanguine  that  a 
door  will  be  speedily  opened  for  the  adjustment  of 
the  difficulty. 

From  Annapolis  we  learn  that  the  electoral  col- 
lege was  still  in  session,  with  at  least  three  mem- 
bers always  present,  and  that  arrangements  have 
been  made  for  the  speedy  attendance  of  the  other 
whig  members  as  soon  as  a disposition  is  evinced 
by  any  of  the  recusants  to  enter  upon  the  duty  for 
which  they  were  elected. 

A disease  termed  “congestive  fever”  has  been  pre- 
vailing in  Annapolis  and  its  vicinity  for  some  weeks 
past.  But,  by  the  last  accounts,  its  virulence  had 
abated,  and  all  those  afflicted  with  it  were  con- 
sidered out  of  danger. 

United  States  and  Mexico.  The  Philadel- 
phia Daily  Advertiser  of  Tuesday  last  contains  the 
following  paragraph.  Mr.  Gorostiza,  it  is  said, 
was  in  Washington  for  nearly  a month  endeavoring 
to  induce  this  government  to  withdraw  its  troops 
from  the  Mexican  territory;  and  the  public  will 
look  with  anxiety  for  the  correspondence  which 
has  taken  place  on  the  subject  during  his  protracted 
visit  to  Washington — especially  as  it  was  induced 
to  believe  from  the  tenor  of  gen.  Jackson’s  letter  to 
the  governor  of  Tennessee,  countermanding  gen. 
Gaines’  requisition  on  that  state,  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  was  not  only  resolved  to 
preserve  the  most  strict  neutrality  in  the  Texian 
war,  but  disposed  to  vindicate  itself  from  the  slight- 
est suspicion  of  a design  to  invade  the  Mexican 
territory — and  hence  that  there  was  not  the  most 
remote  prospect  of  a rupture  between  this  country 
and  Mexico. 

“We  understand  that  Mr.  Gorostiza,  the  Mexi- 
can minister,  arrived  at  the  Mansion  House  yester- 
day from  Washington.  We  are  extremely  sorry  to 
hear,  from  a respectable  source,  that  his  negotia- 
tions with  our  government  have  terminated  unsa- 
tisfactorily, and  that  he  is  preparing  to  return  home 
with  his  diplomatic  family.  This  will  be  unwel- 
come news  to  the  friends  of  peace,  and  to  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  this  country.” 

The  New  York  American  says — 

“We  heard  yesterday  from  a pretty  good  source 
the  same  piece  of  intelligence,  but  in  a shape  some- 
what more  decisive,  namely,  that  the  Mexican  en- 
voy had  made  a peremptory  demand  for  the  recal  of 
gen.  Gaines  from  Nacogdoches,  and  a compliance 
with  this  being  refused  on  the  part  of  this  govern- 
ment, he  demanded  his  passports.” 

In  reference  to  the  above  report,  the  “Globe”  of 
yesterday  contains  the  following: 

Mr.  Gorostiza.  As  in  the  case  of  the  withdrawil 
of  the  French  charge  from  this  country,  the  editor 
of  the  Intelligencer,  (who  then  called  upon  us  for 
the  grounds  “ upon  which  that  intercourse  was  broken 
off,”  having  them  in  his  own  pocket  at  the  time), 
now  calls  upon  us  for  Mr.  Gorostiza’s  manifesto. 

♦Messrs.  Wason  and  Magill,  the  electors,  were 
present  at  the  meeting,  and,  it  is  said,  sanctioned 
the  recommendation  of  the  meeting. 

Vol  LI  — Sig.  8. 


We  would  inform  the  editor  of  the  Intelligencer, 
that  Mr.  Gorostiza  has  not  been  as  civil  to  us  as  Mr. 
Pageot  was  to  him;  and  as  he  is  notoriously  the 
Gorostiza  organ,  we  cannot  doubt  but  that  he  is  as 
well  provided  with  materials  for  exhibiting  the  con- 
duct of  the  Mexican  minister  in  the  best  light,  as 
he  was  to  make  the  most  of  the  French  minister’s 
case.  The  editor  of  the  Intelligencer  may,  there- 
fare,  produce  his  budget,  without  taking  the  trouble 
of  assuming  diplomatic  airs,  and  dissembling  all 
knowledge  of  Mr.  Gorostiza’s  motives  and  move- 
ments. He  has  doubtless  had  his  fee,  and  sooner 
or  later  he  must  endeavor  to  make  a Mexican  party 
of  his  Nova  Scotia  whigs.  Santa  Ana,  Bravo,  Cos 
& Co.  are  true  blooded  whigs  of  the  Intelligencer 
school,  and  are  quite  as  much  in  love  with  our  de- 
mocracy as  the  fat  little  English  editor,  and  those 
who  rally  under  the  tory  banner.  San  Jacinto 
was  not  more  fatal  to  his  foreign  allies,  than  are  the 
victories  which  general  Jackson  has  gained  over 
his  immediate  friends  at  the  polls.  The  Santa 
Anas  of  the  United  States  have  just  as  much  rea- 
son to  hate  the  people  by  whom  their  ambition 
is  crushed,  as  the  Mexicans  have  to  hate  the  Tex- 
ians. 

Although  we  have  no  knowledge  of  the  reasons 
given  by  Mr.  Gorostiza  for  taking  his  leave,  we 
think  the  following  extract  from  a letter,  just  re- 
ceived, sheds  some  light  on  the  subject: 

Extract  of  a letter  received  in  this  city  from  a gentle- 
man who  left  Tampico  on  the  12 th  of  September 

last. 

“The  Mexican  ports  are  now  open  to  the  Spanish 
flag,  and  the  government  of  Mexico  has  despatched 
commissioners  to  Cuba  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
a naval  armament  to  cruise  against  thfe  Texians.— 
Is  it  probable  that  men  embarked  in  this  warfare, 
would,  or  will  return  to  port  without  prize  mondy? 
The  Texians  have  no  commerce  to  gratify  their 
enemies  with,  and  all  their  armed  vessels  would  not 
equal  one  decent  prize.  Therefore  it  behooves  the 
commerce  of  these  seas  to  be  well  protected  against 
piratical  movements,  Several  private  letters  from 
the  interior  of  Mexico  were  shown  to  me  at  Tam- 
pico, from  which  the  sentiment  appears  io  be  uni- 
versal among  the  Mexicans,  that  war  will  be  de- 
clared against  the  United  States,  in  the  event  of 
their  recognition  of  Texian  independence.” 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  Mexico,  despair- 
ing of  success  single  handed  in  the  contest  with 
Texas,  is  desirous  of  involving  foreign  powers  in 
the  war.  This  can  only  be  done  by  exciting  jeal- 
ousy of  the  growing  power  of  the  United  States. 
If  Spanish  vessels  from  Cuba,  or  pirates  under  the 
Spanish  flag,  can  be  induced  to  take  part  in  the  war, 
to  prey  upon  our  commerce  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
and  if  in  the  collision  thus  produced,  alarm  for  the 
safety  of  Cuba  could  be  excited,  the  Mexican  go- 
vernment doubtless  supposes  that  the  European 
powers  might  be  brought  to  make  common  cause 
with  it  in  the  war  against  Texas;  a war  which  will 
be  represented  by  those  willing  to  engage  in  it  be- 
yond the  Atlantic,  as  intended  to  bridle  the  spirit  of 
conquest  in  the  United  States.  The  pretext  for  it, 
is  to  be  “the  recognition  of  Texian  independence! /” 
After  the  quietus  given  to  this  attempt  in  the  Bri- 
tish parliament,  we  should  have  supposed  further 
experiment  would  have  been  relinquished. 

Late  from  Europe.  By  the  packet  ship  Nor- 
mandie, captain  Pell,  at  New  York  from  Havre, 
the  editors  of  the  Commercial  Advertiser  have  re- 
ceived Paris  journals  to  the  15th  of  September. 
They  add  very  little  to  our  previous  accounts  of 
European  affairs. 

Marshall  Soult’s  refusal  of  the  war  port  folio  is 
reiterated,  and  a rumor  is  given  that  general  Ber- 
nard, so  well  known  in  this  country,  has  been  call- 
ed on  by  the  king  to  assume  this  post.  It  is  not 
improbable,  as  the  king  is  known  to  have  great 
confidence  in  the  general. 

Letters  from  Spain  say  that  the  health  of  the 
queen  regent  is  seriously  affected  by  the  troubles 
and  anxieties  she  endures.  The  demands  of  the 
ultra  liberals  are  said  to  be  on  the  increase,  they 
require  now  the  abolition  of  hereditary  peerages 
and  of  entails,  as  well  as  the  suppression  of  all  reli- 
gious establishments.  Nothing  farther  had  been 
heard  of  the  Carlist  general,  Gomez.  The  condi- 
tion of  Madrid  is  said  to  be  frightful,  and  the  ar- 
mies are  represented  to  be  much  infected  with  the 
spirit  of  insubordination. 


A letter  from  Marseilles  of  the  10th  of  Septem- 
ber mentions  that  the  cholera  has  nearly  subsided 
in  the  papal  states. 

Bank  of  the  United  States.  Bicknell’s  Re- 
porter has  the  following  paragraph.  No  other  Phi- 
ladelphia paper  makes  mention  of  the  report: 

“We  understand  from  good  authority,  that  the 
directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  have  it  in 
contemplation  to  propose  to  our  state  legislature,  at 
their  next  session,  to  abandon  their  charter,  pro- 
viding the  bonus  which  has  been  paid  to  the  state, 
be  returned  to  the  bank.” 

From  Frorida.  A gentlemen  arrived  at  Sa- 
vannah on  the  10th  inst.  from  Jacksonville,  informs 
the  editor  of  the  Georgian  that  the  forces  under 
gov.  Call  had  met  with  some  Indians  near  Fort 
Drane,  and  after  a short  skirmish  with  them  on  the 
third  instant,  drove  them  into  the  hammock,  the  In- 
dians leaving  four  of  their  dead  on  the  field.  Next 
day  another  skirmish  took  place,  with  similar  re- 
suits, the  Indians  leaving  five  dead  on  the  field — 
none  of  our  men  were  injured.  Major  Pierce  was 
on  his  way  to  join  gen.  Call,  at  Volusia. 

The  regulars  moved  off  on  the  3d  instant  from 
Black  creek  for  Newnansville  (with  baggage  train). 
They  were,  it  is  said,  300  strong. 

Dr.  Joseph  Lovell,  surgeon  general  of  the 
United  States  army,  died  in  Washington  city  on 
Monday  last.  Dr.  Lovell  entered  the  army  in  1812 
as  a surgeon  of  the  9th  regiment  U.  S.  infantry,  and 
served  in  the  memorable  campaigns  on  the  Niagara 
frontier  in  1813  and  1814.  In  1818  he  was  ap- 
ointed  surgeon  general  of  the  army,  which  station 
e filled  with  honor  and  great  advantage  to  the  pub- 
lic service.  His  remains  were  interred  on  Tues- 
day evening  last  with  every  mark  of  respect,  the 
president’s  family,  the  heads  of  departments  and 
the  principal  officers  of  the  government  being  in 
attendance. 

“Washington!”  The  Du  Buque  Visitor,  re- 
lates the  following  instance  in  which  the  profana- 
tion of  the  name  ol  “ Washington”  received  a merit- 
ed rebuke. 

A gentleman,  who  had-  just  risen,  we  -presume, 
from  the  perusal  of  the  details  of  the  splendid  vic- 
tory of  general  Houston,  at  San  Jacinto,  and  was 
exulting  at  the  prospective  triumph  of  liberty  in 
Texas,  proposed  as  a toast: 

“Samuel  Houston — The  Washington  of  Texas.” 

The  table,  which  had  been  tolerably  boisterous 
before,  was  hushed  in  an  instant,  and  for  a moment 
a solemn  silence  prevailed;  and  every  breast  ap- 
peared to  vent  its  deep  feeling  in  cries  of  “No,  no!” 
“No,  no!”  “That  will  not  do!”  “That  will  not 
do!”  We  were  never  more  gratified,  and  never 
felt  so  certain  that  the  memory  of  the  great  and 
good  man  who  bore  our  country  safely  through  the 
storm  of  the  revolution,  was  still  cherished  In  the 
hearts  of  the  American  people,  as  at  witnessing 
that  spontaneous  burst  of  feeling  from  a large  com- 
pany of  citizens,  collected  from  every  quarter  of 
our  wide-spread  country. 

Great  snow  storm.  The  Albany  Journal  of 
Wednesday  the  12th  inst.  says — On  Tuesday  night 
oflast  week,  snow  commenced  falling  in  this  vici- 
nity. It  continued  throughout  Wednesday  and  the 
following  night,  with  veiy  little  abatement;  and  up 
to  Thursday  morning  is  supposed  to  have  fallen  to 
the  depth  of  at  least  24  or  2(5  inches.  Although 
thawing  very  fast,  during  the  whole  time,  yet  on 
Thursday  morning  a friend  of  ours  took  the  pains 
to  ascertain  its  depth  in  an  open  level  field,  which 
proved  to  be  from  13  to  14  inches.  From  the  ex- 
treme dampness  and  weight  of  the  snow,  much  da- 
mage has  been  done  to  fruit  and  forest  trees.  It 
fell  in  solid  sheets  upon  the  branches  still  covered 
with  foliage,  and  literally  crushed  them  to  the 
earth.  Whole  orchards  (more  particularly  south 
of  us)  are  in  this  way  greatly  injured — many  trees 
entirely  ruined — and  even  in  the  woods,  many  a 
noble  tree  has  been  trimmed  of  its  fair  promotions. 
The  orchards  and  ornamental  trees  in  and  about 
the  village  have  suffered  materially,  and  will  long 
bear  marks  of  the  ruin  worked  by  the  October 
snow  storm  of  1836. 

P.  S.  This  morning,  we  have  another  snow 
storm;  having  had  snow  for  three  Wednesdays  in 
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began  briskly — and  as  to  the  ende  ol  tl  3d  September,  wherein  It  appears  that,  by  an  j thereof,  from  time  to  time,  when 


succ 


tree 


ssion.  It 

island,  Bahamas,  has  been  declared  to  be 

Regard  for.  human  life  in  England.,  No  warehousing  port, 
man  or  woman  is  suii'ered,  in  England,  to  be  put  to  : 

death,  either  by  ignorance,  negligence,  accident  or!  Geological  wonder.  At  the  United  States 
design,  without  strict  scrutiny  into  the  facts.  A ! quarry  in  the  village  of  Kennebunkport,  Main 


r th' 


same 


ign,  without  strict  scrutiny  into  the  facts.  A quarry  in  the  village  of  Kennebunkport,  J 
coroner’s  inquest  there  is  a real  and  searching  in-  ! where  they  are  now  quarrying  large  quantii 
dairy,  conducted  by  a competent  and  well  qualified  ~ 


strong,  rich  and  beautiful  granite 


purpose  of  defraying  any  wants  ol  the  pubiic  trea- 
sury, beyond  the  amount  of  the  five  millions  afore- 
said: Prodded,  That  if  any  state  declines  to  re- 
ceive its  proportion  of- the  surplus  aforesaid  on 
tiie  terms  before  named,  the  same  shall  be  deposit- 
ities  of  | ed  with  the  other  states  agreeing  to  accept  the 
it  alto-  i same  deposite,  in  the  proportion  aforesaid:  And 


r 

body  ol 
four  to 
then  iv 


An  inquest  was  held,  on  the  26th,  on  the  | professor  Cleaveland,  without  llinching — the  work- 1 one  year,  as  nearly  as  conveniently  may 
f Rebecca  Russell,  who  had  been  taking  from  1 men  have  just  discovered  a rift,  or  dyke,  which,  had  ; the  different  states  with  which  the  same  ri  depusit- 
i six  pills  aday,  and  got  worse.  Her  husband  | it  been  planned  by  the  most  skilful  engineer,  and  ed,  and  shall  not  be  called  for  in  sums  exceeding 
rent  to  Mr.  La  Mott,  ati  agent  for  the  sale  of  j executed  at  a cost  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  for  the  j ten  thousand  dollars,  from  any  one  state,  in  any- 
one months  without  previous  notice  of  thirty  days 

lot ' 
d 

patient,  and  ordered  eight  to  be  taken  night  j It  has  been  cleared  to  the  depth  of  twelve  or  thir- 


the  pills,  and  he  recommended  six  to  he  taken  at j sole  purpose  of  draining  the  quarry,  and  enabling 
night  of  No.  I,  and  the  same  quantity  the  following  j the  proprietors  to  work  it  to  advantage,  could  not 
morning  of  No.  2.  Next  morning,  La  Mott  visited  i have  been  more  judiciously  contrived  or  executed 
tiie  patient,  and  ordered  eight  to  be  taken  night  [it  has  been  cleared  to  the  depth  of  twelve  or  thir- 
and  morning.  He  daily  increased  the  dose  to  ten  I teen  feet  in  one  place,  and  thoroughly  sounded  thro’ 
pills,  and  then  to  fifteen-  every  three  hours;  but,  as  j its  whole  extent;  is  about  six  feel  in  width,  of  un- 
ehe  got  worse,  he  ordered  them  to  be  discontinued,  | known  depth,  full  of  loose  earth,  which  may  be 
as  “hers  was  a very  obstinate  case.”  On  her  de-  , shovelled  out,  leaviuga  straight,  smooth,  perpendicu- 
cease,  a post  mortem  examination  took  place,  and  it  | lar  wait  on  each  side,  the  whole  extent  of  tiie  quar- 
was  found  that  death  was  caused  bv  inflammation  ry!  It  is  now 


of  tiie  intestines,  brought  on  by  exce3.3i.ve  purging. 
The  jury,  after  half  an  hour’s.deliberatiou,  returned 
a verdict,  “That  the  death  of  the  deceased  was,  oc- 
casioned by  disease,  in  conjunction  with  medicine 
improperly  administered,  and  by  gross  ignorance  of 
the  person  prescribing.”  The  coroner  told  tile  jury 
that,  under  these  circumstances,  it  would  he  for  them 
to  return  a verdict  of  manslaughter  against  the  per- 
son bv  whose  orders  the  medicine  was  administer- 
ed, Mr.  La  Mott.  The  foreman,  replied,  “Yes;” 
and  a verdict  was  accordingly  entered  of  “man- 
slaughter against  Thomas  La  Mott.” 


Milton’s  watch.  A poor  family  in  this  county 
laf-lv  received  a box  from  America,  as  part  of  tiie 
infects  of  an  aged  relative,  whose  ancestors  had  emi- 
grated to  that  continent  soon  after  the  time  of  the 
commonwealth.  The  box  contained  several  coins 
of  the  reigns  of  Elizabeth,  James'  and  Charles  I. 
and  a few  of  the  protectorate,  but  none  of  a later 
date.  With  the  coins  there  was  an  old  watch,  and 
tiie  famity  to  whom  the  bequest  came,  being  indi- 
gent, sold  the  whole  to  a silversmith,  who  was  also 
a watchmaker.  The  purchaser  gave  the  full  price 
for  the  coins,  but  refused  to  give  mqre  for  the  watch 
than  the  value  of  the  silver  case,  2s.  M.  The 
works,  with  the  face  on,  which  looked  like  iron, 
were  left  in  a drawer  frequently  opened.  After  a 
while  the  friction  on  the  face  showed  it  to  be  silver, 
with  an  inscription  on  it.  This  being  deciphered 
bv  clearing  the  metal,  was  found  to  he  “Johani 
Miltoni,  1621,”  and  contained  also  the  name  of  the 
maker,  a person  in  Pope's  Head  alley,  London, 
whose  name  appears  in  the  tables  of  the  watchma- 
ker’s company  for  that  period.  The  watch  is  well 
made  for  the  time,  and  Would  seem  an  appropriate 
resent  for  a young  gentleman  on  entering  life.— 

latitude 
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The  present  possessor  had  it  as  a token  of  gr 
['or  some  former  favor  from' the  silversmith,  i 
relic  has  become  an  object  of  inquiry  for  purchase 
at  a considerable  price  fertile  British  museum. 

[Yorkshire  (Eng.)  paper. 

Auditor  of  the  treasury.  It  is  announced 
in  the  Pennsylvania  papers,  that  Jesse  Miller,  esq. 
a meiiib  -r,of  congress, from  that  state,  has  been  ap- 
pointed first  auditor  of  the  treasury  department  in 
place  of  Packard  Harrison.  Mr.  IT.  is  said  to  have 
been  the  last  remaining  officer  appointed  by  presi- 
dent Washington. 

Gen.  Samuel  Smith  was,  on  Morid xy  'last,  re- 
elected mayor  of  the  city  of  Baltimore  by  a majority 
of  610  votes  over  col.  Jacob  Small. 
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Gen.  Smith's  majority,  610. 

Department  of  state,  October  1C>,  1830.  The 
consul  of  the  United  States  at  Turks  Island  has 
transmitted  to  this  department  the  Bahama  Argus 


ry!  it  is  now  under  contract,  and  will  be  finished 
to  the  depth  of  twenty  or  twenty-five  feet  in  some 
places,  by  the  first  of  January,  1337.  A covered 
[ drain  will  be  left  as  they  proceed.  Thus  it  is  that 
nature— perhaps  it  were  not  irreverent  to  say  the 
God  of  nature — provides,  ages  and  ages  beforehand, 
for  the  wants  of  man!  This  dyke  or  fissure,  which 
must  have  been  caused  by  an  earthquake,  or  some 
other  tremendous  convulsion  of  our  earth,  centuries 
ago,  for  the  walls  are  too  smooth,  and  the  soil  too 
loose  and  uniform  to  admit  of  almost  any  ether  sup- 
position, will  be  of  immense  advantage  to  the  quarry, 
and  could  not  have  been  imitated  even  by  blasting, 
which  would  have  ruined  thousands  and  thousands 
of  tons  of  this  beautiful  stone,  at  an  outlay  of  les; 
than  fifty  or  a hundred  thousand  dollars. 

[IV.  Y.  Express. 

American  cement.  This  name  has  been  given 
to  a geological  compound,  so  arranged  that  it  crys- 
■talizes  into  perfect  stone.  The  important  fact  is 
no  w well  settled,  that  we  can  so  prepare  the  constitu 
cut  parts  of  various  rocks  as  to  render  them  subject  to 
the  known  laws  of  affinity,  which  soon  unites  them 
again  into  their  former  solidity.  It  is  well  known 
that  all  rocks  have  or.ee  been  in  a liquid  dr  semi-fluid 
state,  so  as  to  admit  of  some  freedom  of  motion 
among  their  particles.  Now,  as  the  laws  of  nature 
are  immutable,  it  is  obvious  that,  if  the  elements  of 
various  rocks  are  brought  into  tiie  same  state  which 
chance  has  often  thrown  them  on  the  surface  of  the 
globe,  their  crystalization  is  certain.  Indeed,  we 
often  find  fragments  of  different  rocks  and  various 
pebbles  united  by  an  intervening  formation  that  has 
crystalized  around  them.  Hence  the  produclion  of 
artificial  stpnc  is  as  much,  the  work  of  nature  as  the 
fruit  of  an  apple  tree  which  grows  in  our  garden. 
When  their, natural  products  are  being  developed, 
we  may  alike  varyi-  the  soil  which  gives  nourishment 
to  the  one,  and  the  elements, which  enter  into  the 
composition  of  the  other.  “As  the  twig  is  bent  the 
tree  is  inclined;”  so,  as  the  young  crystalizing  rock 
is  moulded,  it  will  stand  ap  eternal  monument.  The 
growing  of  rocks  will  surely  he  a novel  branch  of 
industry.  What  then  shall  we  say  to  the  growing 
of  houses  and  temples  out  of  a few  simple  elements, 
bv  merely  bringing  them  within  the  active  influence 
of  nature’s  law  in  the  formation  of  granite? 

[ Buffalo  Advertiser. 

The  surplus  revenue.  As  the  date  for  the 
distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue  is  near  at  hand, 
it  may  not  be  amiss  to  republish  the  sections  of  the 
law  bearing  upon  the  Subject,  They  are  as  follows: 

[iV.  Y.  Artie. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  mo- 
ney which  shall  be  i'n  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States  on  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-seven,  reserving  the  sum  of  five  mil- 
lions ol  doilars,  shall  be  deposited  with  the  several 
states,  in  proportion  to  their  respective  represen- 
tation in  the  senate,  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States,  as  shall,  by  law,  authorise 
their  treasurers,  or  the  competent  authorities  to 
receive  the  same  on  the  terms  hereinafter  specifi- 
ed; and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  deliver 
the  same  to  such  treasurers,  or  other  competent 
authorities,  on  receiving  certificates  of  deposite 
therefor,  signed  by  such  competent  authorities,  in 
such  form  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  secretarv 
aforesaid,  which  certificates  shall  express  the  usual 
anil  legal  obligations,  and  pledge  the  faith  of  the 
state  for  the  safe  keeping  and  repayment  thereof, 
and  shall,  pledge  the  faith  of  the  states  receivin  . 
the  same  to  pay  the  said  moneys,  and  every  part 


for  every  additional  sum  of  $20,000  which  at  any 
time  may  he  required. 

See.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
dcpcsites  shall  he  made  with  the  said  states,  in  the 
following  proportions,  and  at  the  following  times, 
viz:  one  quarter  part  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
1S37,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  he;  one  quarter 
part  on  the  first  day  of  April;  one  quarter  part  on 
the  first  day  of  July;  and  one  quarter  part  on  the 
first  day  of  October,  all  in  the  same  year. 

Thanksgiving.  Governor  Everett  has  appoint- 
ed Thursday  the  first  of  December  next,  as  a day 
of  thanksgiving  and  praise  in  the  state  of  Massa- 
chusetts. The  following  is  the  principal  part  of  the 
proclamation. 

“The  experience  of  every  person  of  reflection 
will  suggest  unnumbered  causes  of  thankfulness, 
for  which — if  his  mind  is  not  wholly  insensible  to 
religious  impressions — he  will,  in  looking  back 
upon  another  year,  feel  it  at  once  his  duty  and  iiis 
privilege,  to  pour  out  his  heart  in  gratitude  to  that 
Being,  who,  in  the  midst  of  our  unworthiness  and 
transgressions,  continues  to  crown  us  with  his  mer- 
cies. 

“ Besides  what  concerns  us  as  individuals,  the  sea- 
son of  the  year  calls  upon  ns  to  express  our  heart- 
felt thanks  to  the  Author  of  all  Good,  for  flic  ex- 
traordinary prosperity  of  the  past  year,  and  espe- 
cially for  the  in-gathering  of  another  harvest,  which, 
notwithstanding  the  partial  failure  of  a portion  of 
the  fruits  of  the  eqrth.  has  still  left  us  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  an  amount  of  blessings,  which  demands  our 
warmest  gratitude.  The  great  political  and  social 
privileges'  which  distinguish  our  condition  as  a peo- 
ple— the  blessings  of  a free  government — of  mild 
and  equitable  laws  impartially  administered— and 
of  a general  state  of  progress — require  of  us,  on 
every  suitable  occasion,  an  earnest  and  public  ac- 
knowledgment;— and  we  ought  especially  at  ibis 
time,  to  render  our  thanks  to  the  Ruler  of  Nations, 
that  he  has  been  pleased  to  continue  to  us  the  bless- 
ings of  peace.  The  general  prevalence  of  health 
throughout  our  land  should  direct  our  thoughts  to 
that  Good  Being,  who  has  cast  our  lot  in  a salubri- 
ous climate  and  has  spared  us  the  visitations  of  in- 
fectious disease; — and  above  all  other  grounds  of  • 
thankfulness,  we  should  approach  the  Throne  of 
Grace  with  our  heartiest  ascriptions  of  praise,  for 
the  gift  of  the  gospel  and  the  hope  of  pardon  and 
eternal  life,  through  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ. 

“ With  our  humble  tribute  of  thanks  to  the  Great 
Source  of  Good  let  us  unite  an  affectionate  remem- 
brance of  the  poor.  Acts  of  thanksgiving  lbr  our 
own  mercies  seem  to  lead  appropriately  to  those 
deids  of  beneficence,  to  which  the  friendless  and 
destitute  look  for  a portion  of  the  supplies  which 
qto  to  carry  them  through  the  inclement  season  of 
tlu‘  year.  There  is  no  way  in  which  we  can  return 
any  thing  to  the  Great  Giver  of  our  own  comforts, 
hiit  by  ministering  to  the  wants  of  those  whom  He 
hnfe  been  pleased  to  leave  in  a state  of  dependence 
on  their  fellow  beings. 

1‘And  the  good  people  of  the  commonwealth  are 
respectfully  invited  to  keep  the  customary  feslivi- 
tiis  of  the  occasion  within  the  hounds  .prescribed 
by  temperance,  moderation  and  the  professed  clia- 
ra.'ter  of  the  day; — and  (0  abstain  from  and  dis- 
countenance every  species  of  amusement  which 
,te  ids  to  excess — which  interrupts  the  devotion  of 
otiers — or  in  any  way  violates  the  peace  that  ought 
to  reign  on  a dav  set  apart  by  a Christian  people 
lb1  public  acts  of  religious  duty.” 

Prizes  for  virtuous  actions.  Among  the 
lilt  ol  persons  to  whom  was  decreed  by  the  French 
academy  at  their  last  session,  (he  Monthyon  prizes 
Id1  virtuous  actions,  the  following  cases  are  men- 
tiined.  Claudine  Treillc  received  a medal  of  one 
thousand  francs  value.  This  woman  had  devoted 
hjr  whole  life,  all  her  time,  all  her  property  to  pri- 
mary instruction,  without  any  other  recompense 
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than  the  pleasure  of  teaching  little  shepherds  to 
read.  These  children  she  fed  and  taught,  and  n£  b, 
though  grown  decrepid,  leaning  on  two  crutches, 
spinning  at  her  distatf,  she  still  continues  her  noble 
and  modest  business.  Jeanne  Pasello  also  received 
a medal  of  a thousand  francs  value. 

This  woman,  during  twenty  years,  was  the  nurse 
of  her  father,  and  was  compelled,  every  time  he 
took  nourishment,  to  force  open  with  her  feeble 
hands  his  mouth,  which  was  convulsively  pressed 
together,  from  whence  a torrent  of  blood  (lowed, 
and  in  the  effort  her  own  fingers  were  sadly  lacerat- 
ed, and  finally  became  entirely  mutilated.  Another 
prize  of  a similar  value  was  decreed  to  the  widow, 
Ariconin,  the  daughter  of  a sea  captain,  and  whose 
husband  had  been  master  of  a coasting  vessel. — 
She,  without  any  fortune,  by  her  own  labor  alone, 
had  supported,  nursed  and  assisted  for  fifteen  years 
six  children  of  a sister,  and  the  husband  of  that  sis- 
ter, who  had  fallen  into  decrepitude. 

The  two  first  prizes  of  four  thousand  francs  each, 
belonged  of  right  to  Lawrence  Queter,  a fisherman 
of  Douai,  who  at  fifteen  years  of  age  had  already 
saved  the  lives  of  twenty-nine  persons,  and  to  Louisa 
Renee  Menard,  a young  lady  born  rich,  and  destin- 
ed to  a life  of  ease  and  pleasure,  who  had  chosen 
charity  as  her  only  pleasure — this  was  her  vocation, 
her  hope  and  her  reward.  At  the  age  of  nineteen, 
when  one  is  so  happy  in  living  for  happiness  or  for 
the  hope  of  gaining  it,  she  thought  only  of  others, 
and  fed  at  that  time  two  hundred  families.  Nicolas 
Plege  received  a prize  of  two  thousand  francs. — 
This  man  was  by  trade  a rope  dancer,  and  used  the 
agility  he  had  learned  in  his  profession  in  striding 
over  burning  joists  and  shaking  rafters,  and  running 
from  danger  to  danger  to  save  inen,  wherever  there 
were  men  to  be  saved.  The  imprudence  of  a ser- 
vant at  Alencon  had  set  fire  to  a house  in  that  city. 
The  unfortunate  man  perished  in.  the  flames,  not- 
withstanding the  efforts  of  Plege  to  save  him.  He, 
as  usual,  went  twice  through  the  burning  house, 
and  burnt  his  own  feet,  his  only  instruments  for 
gaining  a living,  in  his  efforts.  The  children  of 
this  servant  were  left  without  support — and  Plege, 
with  his  burnt  feet,  gave  a representation  the  even- 
ing before  his  departure,  and  devoted  the  entire 
proceeds  of  it  to  the  orphans.  “This  rope  dancer, 
(as  Mr.  Nodier,  the  prize  distributor,  well  remark- 
ed), this  rope  dancer  was  an  excellent  citizen.” 

A new  manufacture.  A late  Paris  journal 
contains  the  following  account  of  a new  manufac- 
ture, which  has  already  acquired  a considerable  suc- 
cess, and  promises  to  be  of  great  importance: 

On  the  borders  of  the  streams  and  in  the  valleys 
of  New  Zealand,  there  grows  a plant  which  re- 
sembles at  the  same  time  the  corn-flag  and  the 
aloe.  This  plant  to  which  naturalists  have  given 
the  name  of  Phormium  Tenax,  is  the  hemp  of  the 
natives.  They  break  it  with  large  muscle  shells, 
and  then  separate  with  their  nails  the  hemp  from 
the  flax.  They  weave  it  afterwards  into  a sort  of 
| net,  like  lace,  which  they  bleach  in  the  dew.  The 
! beauty  of  this  fabric  lias  astonished  navigators. 
Cook,  Forster  and  Dumont  d’Urville  have  spoken 
of  it.  Messrs.  Lisson  and  Richard  described  it  in 
their  botanical  work  on  Australia.  Since  1827,  se- 
veral English  merchants  have  attempted  to  make 
use  of  this  plant;  capital,  mechanical  power,  no- 
thing was  spared.  But  they  did  not  succeed  in  rid- 
ding it  of  the  resinous  gum  which  it  distils,  and 
softening  it  enough  for  weaving.  An  ingenious 
countryman  of  our  own,  M.  Lienard,  has  just  re- 
gulated and  brought  to  perfection  the  attempts 
which  so  far  had  remained  stationary  among  the 
English.  He  has  established  at  Pont  Remy  a ma- 
nufactory  of  the  Phormium  Tenax.  The  cloths 
that  were  shown  at  the  public  exposition  appeared 
to  us  as  beautiful,  but  more  substantial,  more  plia- 
ble, and  lighter  than  linen  cloth.  They  seemed  to 
be  appropriate  for  sails  and  for  the  covering  of  car- 
; riages.  Amateurs  have  made  renewed  demands 
for  it.  One  of  the  great  properties  of  the  Phormi- 
| urn  is,  that  it  can  remain  under  water  five,  six  or 
seven  months  without  being  injured.  Numerous 
experiments  on  ropes  and  cables  leave  no  doubt  in 
, this  respect.  The  factory  of  M.  Lienard,  situated 
at  Pont  Remy,  employs  more  than  a thousand  work- 
men, Before  many  months,  we  are  assured  that 
the  great  increase  of  this  fabric  will  cause  the 
number  to  amount  to  three  thousand.  Before  be- 
ing brought  to  the  weaving  state,  this  plant  goes 
through  seven  operations,  which  are  so  little  costly 
that  all  included,  even  to  the  combing,  does  not 
amount  to  six  francs  the  quintal.  We  repeat,  that 
this  fact  is  very  important.  At  the  moment  when 
the  cloth  manufacture  has  fallen  in  France,  when 
we  cannot  in  any  market  obtain  a rivalship  with 
England,  Holland  and  Belgium,  here  is  a fabric 
which  can  and  ought  to  take  the  place  of  cotton. 
I This  is  perhaps  a great  source  of  wealth  to  come 


into  France.  Marshal  Clausel  has  introduced  the 
culture  of  the  Phormium  into  Algiers.  The  go- 
vernment will  understand  the  economy  of  its  use 
in  the  navy.  In  England,  where  as  yet  they  only 
make  Cables  of  the  Phormium,  it  is  prefeiTed  to  arty 
other  kind  of  cable.  But  shall  this  manufacture  be 
left  to  a caprice  of  rivalship?  Cannot  England  shut 
up  New  Zealand  from  us?  Will  not  the  state  pro- 
tect a French  establishment  in  this  island? 

The  factory  girls  at  Lowf.ll,  Mass. — 
New  Bedford,  Oct.  12.  We  have  already  noticed 
the  strike  of  the  female  operatives  in  the  Lowell 
factories,  and  their  refusal  to  work  unless  their 
vvages  were  advanced.  It  is  said  that  thirteen  years 
ago,  when  the  mills  were  put  in  operation  at  that 
place,  the  price  of  board  w'as  fixed  at  .$1  25  per 
week.  At  that  time  wood  w’as  not  more  than  $3  50 
a cord;  butter  15  cents  a lb.;  rye  and  Indian  meal 
90  cents  a bushel,  and  all  other  necessaries  of  life  in 
proportion. 

Within  a few  years  all  such  necessaries  have 
risen  50  per  cent.;  and  still  the  female  operatives 
have  paid  only  $1  25  a week  for  board.  The 
boarding  house  keepers  have  sulfered,  and  too  many 
of  them  having  been  ruined  by  the  continuance  of  a 
restriction  as  to  price  of  board,  which  was  equita- 
ble when  established,  but  by  change  of  circum- 
stances had  become  oppressive  and  intolerable. — 
For  a year  past,  complaints  on  this  subject  have 
been  heard  on  all  sides.  These  complaints  were 
just. 

To  afford  partial  relief  to  the  housekeepers,  for 
many  months  past,  the  corporations  have  diminish- 
ed the  rent  to  a mere  nominal  sum;  and,  it  is  said, 
in  many  cases  no  rent  has  been  taken,  and  a sum 
equal  to  the  rent  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  tenants. 
Even  this  w'as  not  full  relief,  and  something  further 
was  required.  In  this  state  of  things,  the  corpora- 
tions removed  the  restrictions  so  far  as  to  allow  the 
housekeepers  to  charge  each  female  $1  37  1-2  a 
a week  for  board;  and  authorise  the  housekeepers 
to  deduct  out  of  rents,  which  would  be  due  to  the 
corporations,  12  1-2  cts.  more  thus  making  the  pay 
for  board  .$1  50  a week. 

This  is  much  less  than  is  given  for  board  to  house- 
keepers who  are  not  tenants  of  the  corporations, 
and  we  think  it  full  25  cents  a week  less  than 
ought  to  be  paid.  But  it  is  understood  that  the 
housekeepers  will  be  satisfied  with  it. 

Against  this  rise  in  the  price  of  board,  the  female 
operatives  are  now  remonstrating,  and  have  turned 
out  and  left  oft'  work  for  the  purpose  of  coercing 
their  employers  into  an  abandonment  of  it. 

Their  course  is  not  without  justification.  They 
have  formed  themselves  into  a society,  called  “the 
Low'ell  Factory  Girls’  association,”  and  are  assist- 
ed in  their  deliberations  by  many  of  the  best  men 
in  the  neighborhood. 

A meeting  of  this  association  was  liolden  at  the 
City  Hall  on  the  6th  of  October.  Win.  B.  May, 
moderator,  E.  A.  Blanchard,  secretary.  Prayer  was 
offered — various  addresses  were  made — and  several 
resolutions  adopted,  of  which  we  will  endeavor  to 
give  the  substance.  1.  Knowing  that  we  are  lia- 
ble. as  our  predecessors  have  been,  to  be  oppressed 
in  various  ways  by  avaricious  capitalists,  and  knowi- 
ng that  “union  is  power,”  we  claim  the  right  of 
association,  that  we  may  repel  aggressions.  2.  We 
ere  resolved  not  to  receive  any  proposition  from 
cither  of  the  manufacturing  companies  in  Lowell, 
except  bv  and  through  our  officers.  3.  Whentwo- 
Ihirds  of  our  officers  approve  a proposition,  the 
president  will  call  a meeting  of  the  society  and  lay 
it  before  them  for  their  consideration.  4.  We  ad- 
’ise  all  our  members,  who  cannot  consistently  stay 
in  this  city,  to  leave  it  as  soon  as  it  is  convenient. 

Board  of  officers  are  authorised  to  fill  all  vacan- 
cies in  their  board.  6.  We  will  receive  no  comrnu- 
lication  from  either  of  the  manufacturing  compa- 
ries,  containing  a proscription  of  any  officer  or 
nemb'T  of  this  society.  The  above  is  the  snb- 
sance  though  not  the  exact  wording,  of  their  reso- 
litions.  Thanks  were  then  voted  for  the  reverend 
(Kntlemen  w'ho  honored  the  meeting  with  their  at- 
tendance and  remarks.  Several  speeches  were 
nado,  sustaining  the  resolutions,  anti  commending 
tie  object  of  the  society,  two  of  which  are  reported 
ii  the  Lowell  Advertiser. 

We  are  not  a little  surprised  at  the  reluctance  of 
tie  manufacturers  to  comply  with  the  reasonable 
demands  of  the  poor  girls,  and  trust  that  this  unit- 
ef  elfort  to  obtain  justice  will  not  be  without  its 
gsod  effects. 

Locusts  in  Syria.  We  have  received  Smyrna 
pipers  to  July  30,  from  which  we  copy  the  foliow- 
hg  account  of  the  remarkable  destruction  of  locusts, 
bf  order  of  Ibrahim  pacha,  in  Syria.  In  the  be- 
gnning  of  the  summer  there  appeared  such  a pro- 
dgious  flight  of  locusts  that  they  threatened  all  the 


crops  with  certain  destruction.  Ibrahim  pacha  im- 
mediately adopted  a measure  for  the  preservation  cf 
the  country  from  the  disaster  which  threatened  i>. 
All  the  population  of  Alleppo  was  put  in  requisi- 
tion, amt  divided  into  sections,  forced  to  go  out  of 
the  city  to  hunt  the  locusts.  The  same  tbinsr  was 
done  in  some  other  districts  invaded  by  the  insects. 
Ibrahim  pacha,  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  scouring 
the  country,  compelled  every  body  to  go  to  work, 
great  and  small,  officers  and  soldiers.  After  40  days 
of  an  uninterrupted  bunt,  he  succeeded  in  delivering 
the  country  from  this  devastatingseourge,  ami  saving 
the  crops.  It  is  curious  to  see  the  immense  result 
of  this  expedition.  There  is  a statement  which 
was  drawn  up  by  Ibrahim  pacha,  who  caused  the 
quantities  of  insects  destroyed  to  be  measured  be- 
fore his  eyes.  The  following  is  the  statement: 
Locusts  destroyed  by  the  Egyptian 

troops  in  the  space  of  40  days,  413,209  ardebs. 
Do.  Marrah,  2,815  “ 

Do.  by  the  population,  9,076  “ 


427,160  ardebs. 

This  enormous  quantity  is  only  the  amount  of 
what  were  destroyed  by  the  troops  and  population 
of  Alleppo;  but  there  were  besides  in  the  villages 
of  the  Arabs,  and  in  the  district  of  Killis,  Aintab, 
Ilammah,  Marrah  and  Damascus,  immense  quanti- 
ties destroyed  which  were  not  measured. 

That  the  reader  may  have  a more  accurate  idea 
of  the  quantity  above  stated,  we  are  informed  in  the 
article  that  an  ardeb  is  equal  to  twoschurr.boulsand 
a half  of  Aleppo — to  eight  kilos  of  Constantinople 
— to  one  saline  of  Malta — to  two  charges  and  a half 
of  Marseilles — and  finally  to  three  hectolitres  of 
Paris. 

For  the  information  of  the  mere  English  reader, 
it  may  be  proper  to  state  that  a hectolitre  is  equal 
to  a hundred  litres,  and  that  a litre  is  the  cube  of  a 
decimetre.  A decimetre  is  of  course  a tenth  part 
of  a metre,  and  a metre  the  ten  millionth  part  of  the 
arc  of  the  meridian  from  the  north  pole  to  the  equa- 
tor; from  which  it  may  be  calculated  that  the  ardeb 
is  equal  to  a fraction  over  eight  bushels. 

[ Boston  Daily  Adv. 

Duty  on  newspapers  reduced.  Amon"'  our 
London  papers  received  yesterday,  w'as  “The  Con- 
stitutional,” of  September  15th,  being  the  first  num- 
ber issued  by  an  association  entitled  “The  Metro- 
politan Newspaper  company,”  who  have  a capital 
of  sixty  thousand  pounds  sterling,  which  is  divided 
into  6,000  shares,  of  ten  pounds  each.  The  above 
journal  is  issued  under  the  new  act  of  parliament, 
which  reduces  the  stamp  duty  from  four  pence  to 
one  penny  on  each  paper.  This  reduction  of  the 
duty  lias  changed  the  price  of  the  London  daily  pa- 
pers from  seven  pence  to  lour  pence  half-penny. — 
In  the  address  of  “The  Constitutional,”  the  editors 
say  that  they  cannot  offer  a clearer  exposition  of 
their  political  creed  than  is  contained  in  their  de- 
sire for  the  removal  of  every  impediment  to  the  po- 
litical education  of  the  people.  Their  first  object 
is  to  advocate  the  rights  and  advance  the  interests 
of  the  millions  who,  by  a stamp  duty  of  even  the 
smallest  amount,  are  as  effectually  excluded  from 
the  privileges  which  the  press  opens  to  others,  as, 
by  the  ten  pound  franchise,  they  are  excluded  from 
direct  representation  in  parliament;  and  that  to  qua- 
lify them  for  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  voting,  it 
is  necessary  to  confer  upon  them  the  right  of  read- 
ing. [Merc.  Adv. 

Important  to  merchants.  The  American 
chamber  of  commerce  of  Liverpool  held  a special 
meeting  on  the  8th  of  August,  at  which  an  applica- 
cation  was  made  to  state  the  custom  of  the  port  as 
to  the  right  of  consignees  of  property  to  dispose  of 
it  for  reimbursement  of  their  advances.  After  due 
consideration  it  was  “resolved,  that  in  the  absence 
of  any  express  agreement  to  the  contrary,  con- 
signees of  property  on  which  they  have  made  ad- 
vances, have  the  right  to  dispose  of  the  same,  or  so 
much  as  may  be  necessary  to  reimburse  them- 
selves, the  drafts,  freights,  duties  and  other  charges 
upon  the  same,  notwithstanding  that  limits  for  sale 
may  have  been  given  by  the  consignor — merchants 
there  not  being  bound  by  limits  to  which  neither 
they  nor  their  agents  are  parties.” 

Fort  Gibson,  Lieut.  J.  P.  Davis,  U.  S.  A.  ar- 
rived in  this  place  on  Sunday  evening  last,  from 
Fort  Gibson,  on  his  way  to  the  south,  to  join  the 
army  under  gen.  Gaines,  on  the  Sabine.  It  gives 
us  pleasure  to  learn  from  him  that  the  troops  at 
Fort  Gibson  have  been  unusually  healthy  this  sea- 
son. Not  a death  has  occurred  thus  far  from  sick- 
ness, during  the  last  five  months.  The  Indians  on 
our  western  frontier  were  perfectly  quiet  and  peace- 
able, and  likely  to  remain  so.  [Arkansat  Gaz. 
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Growth  of  Russia.  At  the  accession  of  Peter 
the  first,  in  1689,  the  population  of  the  Russian 
empire  was  15  millions;  at  the  accession  of  Catha- 
rine the  second,  in  1762,  25  millions;  at  her  death, 
in  1796,  36  millions;  and,  at  the  death  of  the  empe- 
ror Alexander,  now  11  years  since,  58  millions. — 
The  acquisitions  of  Russia  from  Sweden  are  great- 
er than  what  remains  of  that  kingdom.  Her  acqui- 
sitions in  Poland  are  nearly  equal  to  the  Austrian 
empire.  Pier  acquisitions  from  Turkey,  in  Europe, 
are  of  greater  extent  than  the  Prussian  dominions, 
inclusive  of  the  Rhenish  provinces.  Her  acquisi- 
tions from  Turkey,  in  Asia,  are  nearly  equal  in  di- 
mensions to  the  whole  of  the  smaller  states  of  Ger- 
many. Her  acquisitions  from  Persia  are  equal  in 
extent  to  England.  Her  acquisitions  in  Tartary  have 
an  area  not  inferior  to  T urkey  in  Europe, Greece,  Ita- 
ly and  Spain!  The  acquisitions  she  has  made  within 
the  last  64  years  are  equal  in  extent  and  importance 
to  the  whole  empire  she  had  in  Europe  before  that 
time.  The  Russian  frontier  has  been  advanced  to- 
wards  Berlin,  Dresden,  Munich,  Vienna  and  Paris, 
about  100  miles;  towards  Constantinople,  500  miles; 
towards  Stockholm,  about  630  miles;  towards  Te- 
heran, 1,000  miles.  [Progress  of  Russia. 

Punctuality  of  Washington.  The  follow- 
ing  anecdote  of  Washington  is  related  in  the  Balti- 
more “Chronicle.” 

“I  have  heard  it  stated  as  an  anecdote  of  general 
Washington,  when  he  resided  on  his  estate  near 
Alexandria,  that  his  hour  for  voting  was  12  o’clock 
— this  punctuality  was  proverbial.  On  one  elec- 
tion day  it  rained  tremendously,  and  several  persons 
about  the  inn  remarked,  ‘We  fear  that  the  general 
will  not  come  in  to-day.’  However,  as  the  clock 
struck  12,  the  general’s  carriage  appeared  in  sight, 
covered  with  mud,  and  the  horses  like  drowned 
rats.  He  immediately  alighted,  handed  in  his  vote, 
and  then  went  into  the  inn,  where  he  took  a snack 
and  a glass  of  wine  with  his  friends,  one  of  whom 
remarked,  ‘we  were  afraid  this  boisterous  day  would 
have  prevented  you  from  coining  to  town  as  usual.’ 
The  general’s  facetious  reply  was,  ‘Did  you  ever 
know  George  Washington  to  neglect  his  duty?’  ” 

A good  profit.  It  appears  by  the  report  of 
the  Vermont  Mutual  Insurance  company,  which 
has  been  in  operation  six  years  and  a half,  that  they 
have  insured  nearly  $11,000,000  of  property.  Their 
losses  during  this  time  have  been  $'33,000,  and  the 
cost  of  insuring  the  same  amount  of  property  in  the 
ordinary  companies  at  the  usual  rates  would  have 
amounted  to  $435,772  17!  From  this  deduct  the 
actual  losses,  $39,000,  and  it  shows  that  a mutual 
insurance  company,  in  six  years  and  a half,  has 
saved  to  the  insured,  upwards  of  $396,000!! 

Trial  of  the  Sun.  The  trial  of  Messrs.  Day 
& Beach,  editors  of  the  Sun,  for  abducting  a pack- 
age containing  the  president’s  message,  terminated 
on  the  7th  inst.  The  jury,  after  an  absence  of  two 
hours,  returned  into  court  with  a verdict  of  guiltv, 
on  the  2d,  3d,  4th  and  5th  counts  of  the  indictment, 
viz:  of  reading,  causing  to  be  read,  opening,  read- 
ing or  causing  to  be  read,  and  of  publishing — but 
“not  guilty”  on  the  first  count,  which  charges  the 
actual  opening  or  breaking  of  the  seal. 

[V.  Y.  Eve.  Star. 

Aristocracy! — in  New  York.  The  N.  York 
American,  speaking  of  the  condition  of  society  in 
New  York,  says — ■ 

“A  most  unfounded  jealousy  also  seems  to  pre- 
vail in  society  between  merchants  and  owners  of 
property  in  the  lower  wards.  The  feelings  of  envy, 
and  even  of  hatred,  seem  to  be  in  some  persons  as 
strong  as  those  of  the  serfs  of  Europe  against  the 
privileged  classes.  Such  feelings  are  unworthy  of 
a country  with  institutions  such  as  ours.  We  can- 
not yet  point  to  the  family  in  which  wealth  has  re- 
mained to  the  third  generation. 

“Our  richest  owners  of  real  estate  can  be  traced 
at  a single  step  to  occupants  of  a corner  grocery,  or 
the  petty  chandler’s  shop,  and  the  most  successful 
merchants  are  they  who  have  swept  the  streets,  and 
carried  parcels  for  their  predecessors,  nav,  wheeled 
the  barrow  or  pushed  the  hand  cart.  Those  who 
have  acquired  wealth  by  such  laborious  duties  have 
a right  to  enjoy  the  comforts  it  will  procure,  and  in- 
dulge in  the  luxuries  it  affords.  If  the  European 
aristocrat  may  smile  at  their  sumptuous  houses, 
their  costly  and  often  tasteless  furniture,  their  car- 
riages and  pampered  horses,  and  particularly  at  the 
barbarian  profusion  of  their  tables,  the  American 
republican  ought  rather  to  rejoice,  and  applaud  these 
forms  of  profusion,  as  the  means  by  which  indivi- 
dual vanity  is  made  to  circulate  throughout  the 
whole  community  wealth  which  would  otherwise 
be  locked  up.” 


ELECTIONS. 

MAINE. 

The  following  is  given  as  an  authentic  statement 
of  the  result  of  the  late  congressional  election  in 
Maine: 

In  Cumberland  district,  F.  O.  J.  Smith  fails  of  an 
election  by  28  votes. 

In  Lincoln  district,  Bailey  (whig)  wants  only  13 
votes  of  an  election. 

In  Somerset  and  Penobscot,  no  choice. 

In  Hancock  and  Washington,  no  choice. 

In  Waldo,  no  choice. 

A second  election  will  take  place  on  the  first 
Wednesday  in  November  next. 

VERMONT. 

The  legislature  of  Vermont  assembled  at  Mont- 
pelier on  the  13th  instant,  and  was  organized  by 
the  election  of  Charles  Coolidge,  speaker  of  the 
house,  and  A.  S.  Miner,  clerk.  The  vote  for 
speaker  was  125  whig  to  88  Van  Buren.  The  of- 
ficial canvass  for  governor,  lieutenant  governor  and 
treasurer,  was  made  and  declared  on  the  same  day. 
The  following  is. the  result: 

S.  H.  Jenison,  for  gov.  20,471;  W.  C.  Bradley, 
16,147 — majority,  4,297. 

David  M.  Camp,  for  lieut  gov.  20,023;  J.  S.  Pet- 
tibone,  15,926 — majority,  4,097. 

A Clarke,  for  treasurer,  20,188;  C.  R.  Cleaves, 
15,946 — majority,  4,242. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

It  is  now  stated  that  the  legislature  will  stand 
thus: 

Council , 7 whigs,  7 Van  Buren; — assembly,  19 
whigs,  31  Van  Buren.  AVhig  gain  from  last  year 
in  the  council,  2;  in  the  assembly,  3. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

AVe  have  not,  as  we  expected,  received  correct 
returns  of  the  election  in  this  state.  One  account 
says  that  72  Van  Buren  men  and  28  whigs  have 
been  elected  to  the  house  of  representatives,  and 
that  seven  of  the  eight  new  senators  chosen  this 
year  are  friends  of  Van  Buren.  The  result  of  the 
congressional  election  is  said  to  be  18  for  Van  Bu- 
ren and  10  whigs — being  a gain  of  two  friends  oi 
Van  Buren  since  the  last  election.  Particulars 
hereafter. 

FROM  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

We  learn  that  Hugh  L.  Legare  has  been  elected  to 
congress  by  a small  majority  over  Henrj'-  L.  Pinck- 
ney, ' the  present  representative  from  the  district 
which  includes  the  city  of  Charleston. 

GEORGIA. 

The  following  is  the  state  of  the  vote  for  the  con- 
gressional tickets  in  71  counties: 


O ' . 

State  ng 

Ids  ticket. 

Union  ticket. 

Alford, 

26,053 

Cleveland, 

25,459 

Black, 

25,608 

* Coffee, 

24,473 

Colquett, 

26,002 

Gran  tl  and, 

25,267 

Dawson, 

26,324 

Haynes, 

25,385 

Habersham, 

25,941 

Hoisey, 

35,158 

Jackson, 

25,827 

Jackson, 

25,182 

King, 

25,S34 

Owens, 

25,244 

Neshit, 

25,789 

Towns, 

25,453 

Glascock 42,238 

The  legislature,  at  the  latest  accounts,  stood  thus: 
For  White,  102 

For  Van  Buren,  102 

OHIO. 

Returns  from  57  out  of  the  74  counties  in  this 
state  give  gen.  Vance,  the  whig  candidate  for  go- 
vernor, a majority  of  about  nine  thousand  votes  over 
Baldwin,  the  Van  Buren  candidate.  Thereturnsof 
the  senatorial  and  delegate  election  are  very  vague, 
and  cannot  be  relied  on.  Itis  stated,  however,  that, as 
far  as  heard  from,  6 whigs  and  6 friends  of  Van  Bu- 
ren have  been  elected  to  the  senate,  and  14  Van 
Buren  men  and  21  whigs  to  the  house  of  delegates. 

The  following  is  said  to  be  a correct  return  of  the 
congressional  election  from  the  specified  districts. 
Those  in  italic  are  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren: 


Dis. 

1st. 

rith. 

7th. 

8th. 

9th. 

10th. 

11th. 

12th. 

15th. 

17th. 

18th. 


Present  congress. 
Bellamy  Storer, 
Thomas  Corwin, 
AV.  K.  Bond, 
Jeremiah  McLene, 
John  Chaney, 
Samson  Mason, 
W.  Kennon, 

Elias  Howell, 
Jonathan  Sloan, 
John  Thompson, 
Benjamin  Jones, 


Elected  this. year. 
A.  Duncan, 
Thomas  Corwin, 
W.  K.  Bond, 

J.  Ridgaway,  sr. 
John  Chaney, 
Samson  Mason, 

J.  Alexander,  jr. 
Alexander  Harper 
John  AV.  Allen, 

A.  AV.  Loomis, 
Matthias  Shcplcr  J 


THE  ARMY— OFFICIAL. 

War  department, 
Adjutant  general’s  office, 
Washington,  Oct.  3,  1836. 
The  following  order  is  published  for  the  informa' 
tion  of  all  concerned: 


General  order, 
No.  65, 


*Gen  Coffee  died  previous  to  the  election. 


“P'r  direction  of  the  president  of  the  Uuited 
States,  a court  of  inquiry,  to  consist  of  major  gen. 
Macomb,  president,  and  brevet  brigadier  generals 
Atkinson  and  Brady,  members,  is  hereby  onlcred  to 
assemble  at  the  city  of  Frederick,  in  Maryland,  as 
soon  as  the  state  of  the  military  operations  against 
the  Indians  will  permit  the  witnesses  to  attend,  (of 
which  the  president  of  the  court  is  to  judge  and  de- 
termine, and  to  give  notice  to  all  concerned),  to  in- 
quire and  examine  into  the  causes  of  the  failure  of 
the  campaigns  in  Florida  against  the  Seminole  In- 
dians, under  the  command  of  major  general  Gaines 
and  of  major  general  Scott,  in  1S36;  and  the  causes 
of  the  delay  in  opening  and  prosecuting  the  cam- 
paign in  Georgia  and  Alabama,  against  the  hostile 
Creek  Indians,  in  the  year  1836;  and  into  every 
subject  connected  with  the  military  operations  in 
the  campaigns  aforesaid,  and  after  fully  investigating 
the  same,  the  court  will  report  the  facts,  together 
with  its  opinions  on  the  whole  subject,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

“Captain  Samuel  Cooper,  of  the  4th  regiment  of 
artillery,  is  hereby  appointed  to  act  as  judge  advo- 
cate and  recorder  of  the  court.  LEAV.  CASS. 

War  depaiiment,  Oct.  3,  1836. 

R.  JONES,  adjutant  general.” 

General  order,)  Adjutant  general's  office. 

No.  68.  ) Washington,  Oct.  14,  1836. 

The  following  order  has  been  received  from  the 
war  department,  and  is  published  for  the  informa- 
tion of  all  concerned. 

War  department,  October  13,  1S36. 

1 . It  appearing  by  the  public  prints,  that  the  of- 
ficial report  of  brevet  major  genera]  Gaines,  dated 
“head  quarters,  western  department.  Camp  Sabine, 
4th  July,  1836,”  made  to  the  adjutant  general  ol 
the  army,  has  been  published,  and  the  said  publica- 
tion being  without  the  sanction  of  the  war  depart- 
ment, or  other  proper  authority,  the  court  of  in- 
quiry, of  which  major  general  Alexander  Macomb 
is  president,  will,  in  addition  to  the  duties  already 
assigned  to  it,  inquire  into  the  facts  as  to  the  man- 
ner, and  by  whose  authority,  the  said  official  report 
was  made  public. 

2.  The  court  will  also  report  its  opinion  as  to 
the  violation  of  the  rules  of  the  service  by  such 
publication,  and  as  to  the  character  of  said  report 
in  reference  to  all  its  bearings  and  consequences, 
as  it  concerns  general  military  propriety  and  the 
discipline  of  the  army. 

3.  And  further,  the  court  will  examine  and  in- 
quire into  any  other  reports  and  publications,  made 
by  brevet  major  general  Gaines,  or  by  any  other 
officer  of  the  army,  having  reference  to  military 
affairs,  and  published  without  the  sanction  of  the 
war  department,  or  other  proper  authority,  and  give 
its  opinion  on  the  tendency  of  such  reports  "and 
publications  in  the  same  manner  as  it  is  herein  re- 
quired to  do  in  the  case  referred  to  in  the  foregoing 
paragraph  of  this  order. 

[Signed]  C.  A.  HARRIS, 

acting  secretary  of  war. 

Ry  order  of  major  general  Macomb. 

R.  JONES,  adjutant  general. 

General  order,  ) Adjutant  general’s  ojpee. 

No.  69.  5 Washington,  Oct.  10,  1836. 

1.  At  the  request  of  major,  now  lieutenant  col. 
R.  B.  Mason,  1st  regiment  of  dragoons,  a court  of 
inquiry  will  assemble  at  Fort  Gibson,  Arkansas,  on 
the  20th  December  next,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as 
practicable,  to  examine  into  the  nature  of  the  ac- 
cusations against  the  said  major,  now  lieutenant 
colonel  R.  B.  Mason,  as  presented  in  the  charges 
preferred  by  lie’ut.  L.  B.  Northrop,  1st  regiment  of 
dragoons.  The  court  will  report  the  facts  in  the 
case,  together  with  its  opinion  on  the  whole  sub- 
ject: 

2.  The  court  of  inquiry  will  consist  of  lieutenant 

colonel  S.  Burbank,  5th  infantry;  major  C.  AVhar- 
ton,  1st  dragoons;  the  third  officer  will  be  detailed 
by  brevet  brig,  general  Arbuckle,  who  w ill  also  ap- 
point the  recorder  of  the  court.  By  order  of  maj. 
gen.  Macomb,  R.  JONES,  adjlgcn. 


General  order, 
No.  69. 


Head  quarters  of  the  army, 
Adjutant  general’s  office, 
Washington,  Oct.  15,  1836. 

War  department,  Oct.  15,  1836. 

I.  The  following  order  lias  been  received  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States: 

“Official  reports,  received  from  Florida,  show 
that  several  companies  are  without  officers  to  com- 
mand them.  Other  reports  from  the  commanders  of 
the  troops  in  the  field  equally  show  the  destitute  con- 
dition of  the  service,  owing  to  the  absence  of  so 
many  platoon  officers.  The  adjutant  general  re- 
ports that  returns  required  by  the  articles  of  war 
are  delayed,  or  forwarded  incomplete,  from  the 
want  of  company  commanders  to  make  and  trans- 
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mit  the  returns  requisite  for  the  colonel;  and  that 
there  are  instances  of  discharged  soldiers  from  the 
army  in  Florida,  who,  for  the  like  reasons,  could 
not  obtain  the  necessary  certificates,  nor  receive 
their  arrearages  of  pay. 

“This  condition  of  the  army  must  no  longer  be 
permitted  to  exist.  Duty  with  troops  in  the  field 
should  be  regarded  as  paramount  to  any  employ- 
ment which  separates  the  officer  from  his  men. — 
The  public  interest  and  a due  regard  to  the  wants 
of  the  private  soldier  alike  demand  the  presence,  at 
all  times,  of  the  proper  complement  of  commis- 
sioned officers. 

“The  several  captains  and  subalterns  who  are 
not  on  duty  with  their  companies — excepting  only 
those  employed  in  military  service  proper,  or  upon 
some  duty  of  the  public  service,  strictly  speaking, 
will  immediately  be  ordered  to  join  their  regiments. 

“Under  no  circumstances,  hereafter,  must  more 
than  two  officers  of  a company  of  artillery, or  one  from 
a company  of  the  infantry,  be  detailed  for  detached 
duty  at  the  same  time;  nor  shall  any  such  detail  be 
made,  excppt  for  military  service  proper,  without 
the  speciai  sanction  of  the  president  in  each  case. 

“The  topographical  engineers  will  be  employed 
with  the  army  in  the  field,  and  hereafter  be  assigned 
to  duty  under  the  orders  of  the  proper  commanders. 

ANDREW  JACKSON,  president  of  the  U.  S. 

Washington,  Oct.  14,  1S36.” 

The  maj.  gen.  commanding  the  army  will  carry7 
these  directions  into  effect.  C.  A.  HARRIS, 

.Acting  secretary  of  war. 

II.  In  conformity  with  the  foregoing  instructions 
of  the  president,  the  several  captains  and  subalterns 
now  absent  from  their  companies,  and  not  on  duty 
with  the  army,  nor  employed  in  military  service 
proper,  will  join  their  respective  regiments  without 
delay.  Accordingly,  the  following  named  officers 
are  relieved  from  detached  service,  and  will  forth- 
with proceed  to  their  proper  stations  for  duty  with 
the  troops. 

ENGINEER  DUTY. (15.) 


Lt.  J.  Allen 

1 drai 

r.Lt.  J.K.Greenough  1 inf. 

Lt.  J.  Winder 

1 art. 

Lt.  T.  Stockton 

5 « 

Lt.  E.  Sibley 

1 « 

Capt.  H.  Smith 

6 “ 

Lt.  D.  P.  Woodbury  3 “ 

Lt.  N.  J.  Eaton 

6 “ 

Lt.  R.  C.  Sinead 

4 “ 

Lt.  A.  Cady 

6 “ 

Lt.  L.  A.B.  Walbach  1 “ 

Lt.  J.  Freeman 

6 “ 

Lt.  F.  A.  Lewis 

1 « 

Lt.  G.  W.  Cass 

7 « 

Lt.  R.  Allen 

2 “ 

TOPOGRAPHICAL  DUTY. — (19.) 

Lt.  Warner 

1 art.Lt.  Stockton 

1 inf. 

Lt.  Hagner 

1 “ 

Lt.  R.  S.  Smith 

2 « 

Lt.  Mackay 

2 “ 

Lt.  Cooper 

3 “ 

Lt.  Bransford 

2 “ 

Lt.  Berrien 

5 “ 

Lt.  Conckling 

2 “ 

Lt.  Center 

5 “ 

Lt.  Rose 

3 « 

Lt.  Williams 

6 

Lt.  Allen 

3 “ 

Lt.  Dix 

7 “ 

Lt.  Donaldson 

3 « 

Lt.  Simmons 

7 “ 

Lt.  Greene 

3 “ 

Lt.  Reed 

7 « 

Lt.  Johnston 

4 “ 

ORDNANCE  DUTY. (13.) 

Lt.  Williamson 

1 art. Bvt.  capt.  Newton  3 art. 

Lt.  Maynadier 

1 “ 

Lt.  Meade 

3 " 

Lt.  Chalmers 

1 “ 

Lt.  Scott 

4 “ 

Bvt.  capt.  Lowd 

2 “ 

Lt.  Jones 

4 “ 

Bvt.  capt.  Mallory 

2 « 

Lt.  Thornton 

4 “ 

Lt.  McKenzie 

2 « 

Lt.  Tufts 

4 « 

Lt.  Talcott 

3 « 

SPECIAL  DUTY. — (9.) 

Lt.  A.  Mackay 

1 art.Lt.  Deas 

4 art. 

Lt.  Magruder 

1 “ 

Lt.  Beckley 

4 « 

Lt.  Lee 

1 « 

Capt.  G.  Allen 

4 inf. 

Bvt.  maj.  Legate 

2 “ 

Capt.  Morrison 

4 “ 

Lt.  Keyes 

3 “ 

Bvt.  major  F.  Whiting,  1 art.  will,  under  direc- 
tion of  the  ordnance  department,  for  the  present, 
take  charge  of  the  Champlain  arsenal  at  Vergennes, 
and  bvt.  major  Saunders,  1 art.  of  that  at  Pikesville, 
Md. 

V.  The  president  of  the  United  States  has  been 
pleased  to  confer  on  the  following  named  officers, 
serving  in  Florida,  for  gallant  and  meritorious  ac- 
tions in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  the  brevet  rank  set 
opposite  to  their  names  respectively: 

Major  B.  K.  Pierce,  of  tne  1st  regiment  of  artil- 
lery, to  be  lieut.  colonel  by  brevet,  for  distinguished 
services  in  the  affair  of  Fort  Drane,  to  .date  from 
the  21st  August,  1836. 

Captain  T.  Childs,  of  the  3d  regiment  of  artille- 
ry, to  be  major  by  brevet,  for  planning  the  attack 
on  the  Indians  at  Fort  Drane,  and  gooil  conduct  in 
that  affair,  to  date  from  the  21st  August,  1836. 

Captain  William  M.  Graham,  of  the  4th  regiment 
of  infantry,  to  be  major  by  brevet,  for  gallantry  and 
good  conduct  in  the  affair  of  the  Wythlacoochee,  to 
date  from  the  31st  December,  1835. 

Captain  R.  B.  Lee,  of  the  3d  regiment  of  artillery 
to  be  major  by  brevet,  for  gallantry  and  good  con- 
duct in  the  affair  of  Micanopy,  to  date  from  9th 
June,  1836. 

Captain  J.  A.  Ashby,  of  the  2d  regiment  of  dra- 
goons, to  be  major  by  brevet,  for  gallantry  and  good 
conduct  in  the  affair  of  Welika,  to  date  from  19th 
July,  1836. 

First  lieutenant  Campbell  Graham,  of  the  3d  re- 
giment of  artillery,  to  be  captain  by  brevet,  for  gal- 
lantry and  good  conduct  in  the  affair  on  the  Wyth- 
lacoochee, to  date  from  the  31st  December,  1835. 

First  lieutenant  W.  S.  Maitland,  of  the  3d  regi- 
ment of  artillery,  to  be  captain  by  brevet,  for  gal- 
lantry and  good  conduct  in  the  affairs  of  the  Wyth- 
lacoochee and  Welika,  to  date  from  the  31st  De- 
cember, 1835. 

Second  lieutenant  A.  Herbert,  of  the  1st  regi- 
ment of  artillery,  to  be  1st  lieutenant  by  brevet,  for 
gallantry  and  good  conduct  on  several  occasions  in 
Florida,  to  take  rank  from  the  27th  July,  1836. 

By  order  of  Alexander  Macomb,  major  general 
commanding-in-chief:  R.  JONES,  adj’t  gen. 


General  order,  i 
No.  70.  I 


III.  The  following  topographical  engineers  and 
assistant  topographical  engineers,  are  assigned  to 
duty  under  the  orders  of  the  commanding  officers, 
to  whom  they  will  report  in  person,  and  under 
whose  orders  they  will  serve  as  follows: 

Bvt.  It.  col.  J.  Kearney,  ) are  assigned  to  the  south 
Bvt.  capt.  Turnbull,  $ western  frontiers  of  Lou- 
isiana, (Fort  Jesup,)  and  will  report  to  brigadier 
general  Arbuckle,  or  commanding  officer. 

Bvt.  major  Bache,  } are  assigned  to  the  western 
Bvt.  capt.  Williams,  ) frontiers  of  Arkansas,  (Fort 
Gibson),  and  will  report  to  brigadier  general  Ar- 
buckle, or  commanding  officer. 


Bvt  lieut.  col.  Li 


mng,  ) 

Bvt  maj.  McNeil,  ) 
ral  Atkinson,  or  cotnmandin 
barracks. 

Bvt.  major  Graham, 


arc  assigned  to  duty  under 
the  order  of  brigadier  gene- 
officer  at  Jefferson 


Bvt.  capt.  Canfield 


are  assigned  to  duty  in  Flori- 
__  da,  and  will  report  to  gover- 
nor Call,  or  the  commanding  officer. 

IV.  Colonels  and  other  field  officers  now  absent 
from  their  regiments,  will  proceed  to  join  forthwith. 
Officers  and  men  who  are,  at  this  time,  unable  to 
join  the  army  for  duty,  will  repair  to  their  stations 
to  which  they  have  been  assigned  in  “general  or- 
der” No.  58.  b 


Head  quarters  of  the  army, 
Adjutant  general’s  office, 
Washington,  Oct.  18,  1836. 

The  major  general  commanding-in-chief,  with 
great  regret,  announces  to  the  army  the  death  of 
Dr.  Joseph  Lovell,  M.  D.  surgeon  general. 

The  services  of  the  deceased,  in  peace  and  war, 
have  been  eminent.  His  loss  to  the  service  will 
be  severely  felt.  As  an  evidence  of  the  esteem  in 
which  his  character  is  held,  the  officers  of  the  army 
are  requested  to  wear  the  usual  mourning  for  thirty 
days  from  this  date. 

By  order  of  major  general  Macomb, 

R.  JONES,  adjutant  general. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

Second  regiment  of  dragoons. 

William  M.  Fulton,  of  Va.  to  be  captain. 

Croghan  Ker,  to  be  1st  lieutenant. 

A.  S.  Macom,  do. 

N.  W.  Hunter,  of  Geo.  to  be  2d  lieutenant. 

Assistant  commissaries  of  subsistence. 

Lieut.  S.  P.  Heintzelman,  2d  infantry,  1st  April, 
1S36. 

Lieut.  W.  Hoffman,  6th  infantry,  3d  Sept.  1836. 

Lieut.  J.  Allen  Smith,  3d  artillery,  5th  September, 
,836. 

Lieut.  M.  R.  Patrick,  2d  infantry,  12th  Septem- 
ler,  1836. 

Lieut.  J H.  Stokes,  4th  artillery,  13th  Septem- 
ler,  1836. 

Lieut.  John  Pickell,  adjutant  of  the  4th  regiment 
cf  artillery,  vice  capt.  H.  A.  Thompson,  promoted. 

Lieut.  George  Pegram,  adjutant  of  the  1st  regi- 
nent  of  infantry,  vice,  L.  J.  Beall,  transferred  to 
tie  2d  regiment  of  dragoons. 


POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 
Rcgidations  in  reference  to  failures  of  the  mail. 
Inasmuch  as  failures  to  arrive  at  the  ends  of  their 
rtutes  and  other  points  within  contract  time  cannot 
bit  be  known  in  all  cases  to  contractors  or  their 
a;ents,  it  cannot  be  necessary  to  give  them  infor- 
iration  thereof  when  reported  by  postmasters,  and 
itis  considered  their  duty  to  send  to  the  depart- 
ment, forthwith,  their  excuse  for  such  failures,  if 
aiy  they  have,  therefore, 

Ordered,  That  no  notice  bo  hereafter  given  to 
cmtractors  of  failures  to  arrive  at  any  post  office 
in  contract-time,  as  reported  by  postmasters  to  the 
department,  and  if  no  excuse  be  received  from  them 
wthin  a reasonable  time,  the  third  assistant  is  di- 
rected. to  present  the  cases,  thus  report-id,  to  the 
postmaster  general  for  fine. 


Ordered,  That  a specific  excuse  be  required  for 
each  specific  delinquency  of  any  contractor  and  that 
general  allegations  be  not  admitted.  If  bad  roads 
be  alleged,  a specific  report  must  be  made  of  what 
portion  of  the  road  was  so  bad  as  to  obstruct  the 
mails,  and  what  was  its  peculiar  condition;  if  high 
waters,  it  must  be  shown  what  water  courses  were 
impassable;  and  so  of  all  other  excuses. 

Regvla lions  for  a system  of  letter  earners  in  the  cities 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  41st  section  of  the 
“ act  to  change  the  organization  of  the  post  office  de- 
partment,” tjc.  approved  2d  July,  1836. 

1.  When  it  shall  be  deemed  proper  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  public  in  any  city,  that  a sys- 
tem of  letter  carriers  shall  be  introduced,  applica- 
tion to  authorise  it  must  be  made  to  the  postmaster 
general. 

2.  Postmasters  of  cities  where  letter  carriers  have 
been,  or  may  be  authorised,  will  divide  their  seve- 
ral cities  into  as  many  districts  as  they  may  think 
proper,  and  nominate  to  the  postmaster  general  a 
carrier  for  each  district. 

3.  The  postmasters  will  see  that  the  carriers  ap- 
pointed by  the  postmaster  general  execute  bonus, 
with  ample  security,  according  to  law,  and  will  for- 
ward them,  when  executed,  to  the  department. 

4.  No  letter  carrier  will  be  permitted  to  enter 
upon  duty  until  he  shall  have  executed  a bond  sa- 
tisfactory to  the  postmaster. 

5.  All  letters  received  in  the  post  office  for  per- 
sons residing  in  any  district,  shall  be  handed  to  the 
carrier  of  that  district  for  delivery,  “except  such  as 
the  persons  to  whom  they  are  addressed  may  have 
requested,  in  writing  addressed  to  the  postmaster, 
to  be  retained  in  the  office.” 

6.  The  carriers  will  be  permitted  to  receive  let- 
ters for  deposite  in  the  post  office,  at  all  places 
within  their  respective  districts. 

7.  Whenever  it  may  be  deemed  necessary  to  es- 
tablish depots  for  the  receipt  of  letters,  by  the  let- 
ter carriers,  to  be  put  into  the  post  office,  the  post- 
masters shall  recommend  proper  places  to  the  post- 
master general  for  his  decision  thereon. 

8.  The  letter  carriers  shall  receive  two  cents  for 
every  letter,  and  one  cent  for  every  newspaper  de- 
livered, and  two  cents  for  every  letter  received  to 
be  deposited  in  the  post  office— all  of  which  shall 
be  allowed  them  for  their  compensation,  unless 
otherwise  directed  by  the  postmaster  general. 

9.  The  postmasters  shall  report  to  the  postmas- 
ter general  quarterly,  the  amount  of  each  letter 
carrier’s  compensation. 

10.  The  letter  carriers  shall  be  under  the  orders 
and  control  of  the  postmasters,  or  such  clerks  in 

their  respective  offices  as  they  may  designate. 

They  will  settle  and  pay  over  to  the  postmaster  or 
clerk,  daily,  the  postage's  of  all  unpaid  letters  and 
papers  handed  them  tor  delivery,  and  of  all  paid  let- 
ters received  to  be  deposited  in  the  post  o/iice. 

11.  The  letter  carriers  shall  perform  such  duties 
in  relation  to  mailing  letters  received  by  them  to  bo 
deposited  in  the  post  office  as  the  postmasters  shall 
diiect;  but  they  shall  not  be  employed  in  making 
up  or  opening  and  examining  the  letter  mails  in  the 
post  offices. 

12.  The  postmasters  will  promptly  report  to  the 
postmaster  general  any  contumacy  of  letter  carriers 
in  refusing  to  obey  their  lawful  directions,  or  in 
disregarding  the  regulations  of  the  department,  as 
well  as  all  official  delinquencies  or  private  miscon- 
duct which  render  them  undeserving  of  confidence 
and  trust. 

13.  The  several  postmasters  are  authorised  to 
make  and  enforce  such  additional  rules  for  the  go- 
vernment  ol  letter  carriers  in  their  respective  ci- 
ties, not  incompatible  with  law,  as  may  be  necessa- 
ry to  carry  these  regulations  into  full  effect. 


FUNERAL  OF  AN  INDIAN  PRINCESS 
Begum  Sumroo,  the  celebrated  princess  of  Ju*. 
,\!lc’..°?e  the  oldest  and  most  sincere  allies  of  the 
Enf'ls;d‘e-l  at  Sirdhannah,  on  the  27th  of  January 
in  the  87th  year  of  her  age.  For  the  last  half  cen- 
tury,  she  had  held  the  most  conspicuous  position  in 
the  political  proceedings  of  India.  By  U death 
all  her  territory  becomes  the  property  of  the  British 
government,  and,  immediately  after  her  funeral  the 
annexation  of  it  to  Zillah  Meerutt  was  proclaimed 
» » the  towns  of  the  J ughirc.  The  introduction 
of  the  police  and  fiscal  arrangements  had  been  in- 
trusted to  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  magistrate  at  Meerutt 

S,?rd1S.ir°mThe  »overnment  as  far  back  as  Au- 
gust, 1834.  I he  personal  property  of  Begum 
Sumroo,  amounting  to  about  half  a crore  r-,W 
£50,000),  devolves  by  will  to  Ms.  Dy« 
Reappears  to  have  been  much  esteemed  bvher 
adherents  and  friends,  and  to  have  been  of  an  amia- 
ble and  charitable  disposition.  The  following  ac 
count  of  her  funeral  is  curious.  From  the  tim « r 
her  death  until  after  her  interment,  all  her  depend^ 
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ents  observed  a strict  fast,  and  none  retired  to  rest, 
according;  to  the  custom  of  the  place: — About  nine 
o’clock,  the  body  of  her  late  highness  was  removed 
from  the  inner  apartment  into  the  large  hall  of  au- 
dience, at  the  top  oi^the  flight  of  steps  at  the  grand 
entrance,  which  had  been  prepared  for  the  lying  in 
state.  The  body  was  deposited  on  a handsome  bed 
covered  with  shawls,  over  which  was  a superb 
canopy  of  black  velvet,  supported  on  pillars  covered 
with  the  same  rich  material;  all  the  chandeliers 
were  filled  with  lighted  wax  tapers,  rows  of  which 
were  placed  on  the  floor  on  either  side  of  the  bed, 
at  the  head  of  which  was  a beautiful  cross  sur- 
rounded by  valuable  jewels.  Around  the  room,  in 
a kneeling  posture,  was  arranged  a company  of  na- 
tive Christian  artillery,  on  which  had  devolved  the 
last  watch  over  the  precious  remains  of  their  be- 
loved mistress;  in  the  large  room  adjoining  the 
hall,  behind  purdahs,  the  whole  of  the  females  of 
the  establishment  were  assembled;  the  moaning  and 
weeping  we  have  heard  described  as  truly  heart- 
breaking, and  to  have  been  heard  far  beyond  the 
precincts  of  the  palace.  The  body  remained  in  this 
chamber  until  the  morning,  when  it  was  deposited 
in  a solid  coffin,  covered  with  black  velvet,  and  sil- 
ver mountings,  having  on  a plate  the  name  of  her 
highness  and  the  date  of  her  demise  inscribed.  Af- 
ter the  body  had  been  placed  in  the  coffin,  the  face 
was  uncovered,  and  the  whole  of  the  household  ad- 
mitted to  view  for  the  last  time  those  features  on 
which  they  had  so  long  and  so  dearly  doted.  After 
some  time,  the  lid  was  screwed  on,  in  the  presence 
of  the  magistrate,  Mr.  Dyce  Sombre,  and  other 
members  of  the  family,  and  at  nine,  the  whole  of 
the  arrangements  being  completed,  the  body  was 
carried  out,  borne  by  the  native  Christians  of  the 
artillery  battalion,  under  a canopy  supported  by  the 
principal  officers  of  her  late  highness’  troops,  and 
the  pall  by  Messrs.  Dyce  Sombre,  Solaroli,  Drever 
and  Troup,  preceded  by  the  whole  of  her  highness’ 
body  guard,  followed  by  the  bishop,  chanting  por- 
tions of  the  service,  aided  by  the  choristers  of  the 
cathedral;  after  them  the  magistrate,  Mr.  Hamilton, 
and  then  the  chief  officers  of  the  household;  the 
whole  brought  up  by  a battalion  of  her  late  high- 
ness’ infantry  and  a troop  of  horse.  The  proces- 
sion, preceded  by  four  elephants,  from  which  alms 
and  cakes  were  distributed  amongst  the  crowd, 
passed  through  a street  formed  of  the  troops,  to  the 
door  of  the  cathedral,  the  entrance  to  which  was 
kept  by  a guard  of  honor  from  the  30th  native  in- 
fantry, under  the  command  of  captain  Campbell 
The  procession  passed  into  the  body  of  the  cathe- 
dral, in  the  centre  of  which  the  coffin  was  deposited 
on  tressels.  High  mass  was  then  performed  in  ex- 
cellent style  and  with  great  feeling  by  the  bishop, 
the  organ  sounded  solemnly,  and,  with  the  firing  of 
the  minute  guns,  (S7  in  number),  added  greatly  to 
the  imposing  scene.  At  the  proper  time  the  body 
was  lowered  into  the  vault,  situate  on  the  left  hand 
side,  in  a recess;  immediately  the  troops  stationed 
within  it  fired  three  vollies,  making  the  cathedral 
tremble  almost  by  the  explosion,  and  the  service 
was  concluded.  [Calcutta paper. 


The  number  of  Indians  is  supposed  to  be  400,000.  I There  are  79  colleges  for  public  education  in  the 
The  entire  population  within  the  limits  of  the  j United  States;  86  theological  seminaries;  23  medi- 
U.  States,  Indians  included,  amounts  (as  nearly  as  cal  schools;  8 law  schools. 
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could  be  ascertained  in  1836)  to  16,6S0,000. 

RELIGIONS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

From  the  New  Yorker. 

Baptists, 


POPULAR  STATISTICS. 

THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 


Methodists, 

Presbyterians, 

Congregationalists, 

Roman  Catholics, 

Episcopalians, 

Universalists 

Lutherans, 

Dutch  Reformed, 

Christians, 

Friends, 

Unitarians, 

Mormonites, 

Dunkers, 

Shakers, 
Moravians, 
Swedenborgians, " 


4.300.000 
3,000,000 

2.175.000 

1.400.000 
800,000 
600,000 
600,000 

540.000 

450.000 

300.000 

220.000 
180,000 

12,000 

30,000 

6,000 

5.000 

4.000 


The  public  schools  are  very  numerous,  particu- 
larly in  New  England,  New  York,  Ohio  and  Penn- 
sylvania; w hile  the  benevolent  institutions  of  Arne 
rica,  are  not  surpassed  by  those  of  any  other  coun- 
try. 

Dr.  Watts  in  his  treaty  on  logic  says,  there  is  no 
better  method  by  which  to  judge  of  the  size  of  any- 
thing, than  “comparison.”  Therefore,  by  way  of 
enabling  our  readers  the  better  to  judge  of  the'  ex- 
tent of  our  vast  territories,  we  subjoin  the  size  of 
the  British  Islands,  in  square  miles. 


Square  miles. 
58,335 
39,500 
30.000 


IMPORTS  AND  EXTORTS. 

Value  of  imports  for  the  year  ending 
30th  Sept.  1S35, 

Of  which  there  were  imported 
American  vessels, 

In  foreign  vessels, 

American  shipping  entered. 

Do.  cleared  in  same  time. 
Foreign  shipping  entered, 

Do.  cleared  in  same  time, 


$149,895,742 
in 

135,288,865 
14,606.877 
1,352,653  tons. 
1,400,517  tons. 
641,310  tons. 
630,824  tons. 

Value  of  exports  for  the  year  ending 
30th.  Sept.  1835,  $121,693,577 

Of  which  there  were  exported  of  do- 
mestic articles, 

Foreign  do. 


101,189,0S2 

20,504,495 


79,022,746 

22,166,336 

15,112,475 
5,392,050 
amounted  to 


p 

tpiilntinik 

Square  P 

)|iuln- 

SInvrs 

n 1836. 

miles,  lion  in 

in  1830. 

*>r 

. mile 

9. 

New  York,  2 

400,000 

46,200 

46 

46 

Pennsylvania,  1 

,600,000 

43,960 

32 

388 

Virginia,  1 

,260,000 

64,000 

20 

363,638 

Ohio,  1 

,300,000 

30,850 

34 

North  Carolina, 

800,000 

43,802 

18 

246,462 

South  Carolina, 

650,000 

30,080 

19 

315.665 

Kentucky, 

800,000 

39,015 

21 

165,350 

Tennessee, 

900,000 

44,720 

19 

142,383 

Massachusetts, 

700,000 

7,800 

87 

Georgia, 

620,000 

68,200 

9 

217,470 

Maryland, 

500,000 

10,829 

45 

102, S7S 

Maine, 

555,000 

31,960 

14 

Indiana, 

550,000 

34,600 

13 

Newr  Jersey, 

360,000 

6,900 

42 

2,460 

Alabama, 

500,000 

50.S75 

n 

117,294 

Connecticut, 

298,000 

4,770 

62 

23 

Vermont, 

330,000 

10,205 

33 

New  Hampshire, 

300,000 

9,280 

31 

Louisiana, 

350,000 

48,000 

7 

109,630 

Illinois, 

320,000 

59,130 

6 

746 

Missouri, 

350,000 

60,384 

H 

3 

24,090 

Mississippi. 

150,000 

45,375 

56,000 

Rhode  Island, 

1 10,000 

1,363 

81 

M 

Delaware, 

89,000 

2,063 

37 

3,395 

Dist.  Columbia, 

50,000 

1,000 



6,050 

Florida  territory, 

50,006 

57,750 

— 

15,510 

Michigan, 

120,000 

33,750 

— 

27 

Arkansas, 

70,000 

120,000 

_ 

4,578 

Wisconsin  ter. 

20,000 

58,000 



Orregon  ter. 

5,000 

144,000 



Missouri  ter. 

5,000 

200,000 

— 

Domestic  articles  exported  in  Ameri- 
can ships 

Do.  in  foreign  ships, 

Foreign  articles  exported  in  American 
...  ships, 

Do.  in  foreign  ships, 

The  public  lands  sold  in  1835 
$15,810,795. 

The  standing  army  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
peace  establishment,  is  8,221. 

The  navy  of  the  United  States  consists  of— -when 
all  the  ships  now  on  the  stocks  are  completed — 

12  ships  of  the  line, 

14  frigate,  (first  class), 

3 do.  (second  class), 

15  sloops  of  war, 

8 schooners  do. 

finances  of  the  unitf.d  states. 
Receipts  during  the  year  ending, 

closing  Jan.  1,  1834'  " #33,94S,426  25 

Out  of  the  above  $29,032,508  31  were  receired 
from  the  customs: 

Expenditure  for  the  same  period,  $24,257,298  49 
Expenditure  in  the  year  ending  Jan. 

1,  1835,  25,591,390  91 

Amount  of  currency  in  specie  and  silver. 
Circulation  of  private  bank  notes  in 


England  and  Wales  contain 
Scotland 
Ireland 

By  this  it  will  be  seen  that  Virginia,  Alabama, 
Illinois,  Missouri,  Arkansas  ami  the  “territories,” 
are  each  of  them,  larger  than  England  and  Wales. 

New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  both  of  the  Ca- 
rolinas,  Kentucky, Tennessee,  Georgia,  Maine,  In- 
diana, Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Florida  and  Michi- 
gan, are  each  of  them  larger  than  Scotland  and  Ire- 
land. 


1834, 

Do.  United  States  bank  notes  do. 
Do.  gold, 

Do.  silver, 


Capital  invested  in  selected  or  depo- 
sitc  banks,  in  1834-5, 

Capital  invested  in  state  banks  in 
1834-5, 

Capital  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  States, 
chartered  by  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, 

Post  office  revenue  for  1834, 

Number  of  post  offices  in  that  year 
Amount  coined  in  the  mint  in  1834,  in 
gold, 

In  silver, 

In  copper, 


$68,000,(100 

16,000,(00 

4,000,(00 

16,000,(00 


$104,000,(100 

34,847^03 

219,250^49 


2S,OOOjOOO 

1,969(913 

10r‘!S7 

$3,9541270 

3,115002 

19(151 


$7,388,423 


Total, 

Total  amount  of  the  gold  produced  in 
the  minesof  the  United  States  in  1834, 
was  valued  at  $89, j, 000 

The  value  of  the  cotton  exported  in  1834  was 
$49,434,402. 

Great  Britain  and  her  colonies  take  nearly 
half  of  the  exports,  and  send  nearly  one -half 
import.?  of  the  United  States. 

Length  of  canals  in  the  United  States, 

Jan.  1,  1835  2,6S7  riles. 

Length  of  rail  roads  do.  same  date  1,600 


THE  AMERICAN  FARMER. 

BY  NICHOLAS  BIDDLE. 

From  an  address  before  the  Philadelphia  society  for 

promoting  Agriculture. 

If  I have  failed  to  prove  that  the  pursuits  of  agri- 
culture may  he  as  lucrative  as  other  employments, 
it  will  be  an  easier  task  to  vindicate  their  pleasure 
and  their  importance.  I need  not  dwell  on  that  re- 
tirement, one  of  the  purest  enjoyments  of  this  life, 
and  the  best  preparation  for  tire  future,  on  those 
healthy  occupations,  on  that  calmness  of  mind,  on 
that  high  spirit  of  manliness  and  independence, 
which  naturally  belong  to  that  condition.  These 
are  attractions  which  must  have  deep  roots  in  the 
human  heart,  since  they  have  in  all  times  fascinat- 
ed at  once  the  imagination,  and  won  the  judgment 
of  men.  But  I may  be  allowed  to  say,  that  in  this 
nation,  agriculture  is  probably  destined  to  attain  its 
highest  honors,  and  that  the  country  life  in  Ameri- 
ca ought  to  possess  peculiar  attractions— the  pure 
and  splendid  institutions  ol  this  people  have  em- 
bodied the  highest  dreams  of  those  high  spirits, 
who  in  other  times  and  in  other  lands,  have  lament- 
ed or  struggled  against  oppression;  they  have 
realized  the  fine  conceptions  which  speculative 
men  have  imagined,  which  w ise  men  have  planned, 
or  brave  men  vainly  perished  in  attempting  to  es- 
tablish. Influence  in  reclaiming  the  lost  dignity  of 
man,  and  inspiring  the  loftiest  feelings  of  personal 
independence,  may  be  traced  in  every  condition  of 
our  citizens;  but  as  all  objects  are  most  distinct  by 
insulation,  their  effects  arc  peculiarly  obvious  in 
the  country. 

The  American  farmer  is  the  exclusive,  absolute, 
uncontrolled  proprietor  of  lire  soil.  His  tenure  is 
not  from  government.  The  government  derives  its 
power  from  him.  There  is  above  him  nothing  hut 
God  and  the  laws;  no  hereditary  authority  usurp- 
ing the  distinctions  of  personal  genius;  no  estab- 
lished church  spreading  its  dark  shadow  between 
him  and  heaven.  His  frugal  government  neither 
desires  nor  dares  to  oppress  the  soil,  and  the  altars 
are  only  supported  by  the  voluntary  offerings  of 
sincere  piety.  His  pursuits,  which  no  perversion 
can  render  injurious  to  any,  are  directed  to  the 
common  benefit  of  all.  In ‘multiplying  the  boun- 
ties of  Providence  in  the  improvement  and  embel- 
lishment of  the  soil,  in  the  care  of  the  inferior  ani- 
mals committed  to  his  charge,  he  will  find  an  ever 
varying  and  interesting  employment,  dignified  by 
the  union  of  simple  and  generous  hospitality.  His 
character  assumes  a loftier  interest  by  its  influence 
over  the  public  liberty. 

It  may  not  be  foretold  to  what  dangers  this  coun- 
try is  destined,  when  its  swelling  population,  its 
expanded  territory,  its  daily  complicating  interests 
shall  awake  the  latent  passions  of  men  and  reveal 
the  vulnerable  points  of  our  institutions.  But 
whenever  these  perils  shall  come,  its  most  stead- 
fast security,  its  most  firm  reliance  will  be  on  than 
column  of  land  proprietors — the  men  of  the  soil  and 
of  the  country.  * * * * These 

men,  powerful  like  their  own  forests  may  yet  inter- 
pose between  the  factions  of  the  country,  to  heal, 
to  defend  and  to  save. 


one- 
f the 


FLORIDA  WAR— OFFICIAL. 

Haul  quarters,  Charles’  ferry,  Suwancc  river, 

September  23,  1836. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inclose,  herewith,  a 
copy  of  the  official  report  of  col.  John  Warren, 
commanding  the  East  Florida  troops,  of  a very 
spirited  and  gallant  attack  made  by  him  on  a large 
party  of  the  enemy  on  the  18th  instant. 
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The  conduct  of  col.  Warren,  and  the  officers  and 
men  under  his  command,  entitle  them  to  the  atten- 
tion and  highest  confidence  of  the  government. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant,  R.  K.  CALL, 

Commanding  the  army  in  Florida. 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  secretary  of  war. 

Head  quarters,  2 d military  district,  E.  F. 

Fori  Gill  eland,  Sept.  18,  1836. 

Sir:  Yesterday  morning,  the  17th  instant,  a party, 
from  one  to  two  hundred  Indians,  came  within  a 
mile  of  this  fort  on  the  Picolata  road,  and  captured 
a cart  belonging  to  John  Standley. 

Three  white  men  and  two  negroes  were  fired  on 
by  a party  of  this  body,  fortunately  without  effect: 
the  cart  was  set  on  fire.  I immediately  sallied  out 
with  thirty  men  to  reconnoitre,  while  the  troops 
were  preparing  to  make  a general  sortie.  A very 
heavy  rain,  which  came  up  at  this  time,  answered 
the  double  purpose  of  extinguishing  the  tire,  and 
rendering  our  arms  useless.  The  cart,  with  a load 
of  corn,  was  saved  and  brought  in.  I pursued  on 
the  trail  some  distance,  and  found  that  they  had 
gone  towards  colonel  Sanchez’s  plantation;  but  it 
being  now  near  dark,  and  the  rain  still  continuing, 
it  was  concluded  to  return  and  make  an  attack  on 
them  in  the  morning.  At  one  o’clock  this  morning, 
four  men  of  tried  valor  w’ere  sent  out  to  recon- 
noitre around  the  San  Yelasco  hammock,  and  the 
plantation  of  colonel  Sanchez;  they  returned  at  4 
o’clock,  having  made  no  discovery.  Being  satisfi- 
ed that  they  were  there,  I resolved  to  go  out;  ac- 
cordingly at  6 o’clock  I marched  out  with  one 
hundred  mounted  men,  being  detachments  from 
captains  Watkin,  Ward  and  Garrison’s  companies, 
with  25  gentlemen,  under  captain  Beekraan,  hav- 
ing formerly  belonged  to  his  company,  and  volun- 
teered their  services  for  this  special  service;  capt. 
D.  D.  Tompkins,  of  company  B,  1st  regiment  U. 
S.  artillery,  with  a 24  pounder  howitzer,  and  25  of 
his  men.  This  command  was  arranged  in  three 
lines,  as  follows:  captain  Walker,  with  his  com- 
pany, and  lieutenant  Bruten  in  command  of  the 
detachment  from  capt.  Garrison’s  company,  formed 
the  right  wing  under  my  personal  command,  capt. 
Tompkins,  with  his  command,  formed  the  centre; 
and  the  volunteers  under  captain  Beekman,  with 
captain  Ward’s  company,  formed  the  left  wing 
under  lieutenant  colonel  Mills.  On  arriving  within 
three  quarters  of  a mile  of  the  hammock,  the  spies 
reported  the  Indians  in  front;  they  immediately 
opened  a sharp  fire  on  the  right  and  centre. 

The  Indians  on  the  left,  in  considerable  force, 
made  an  attempt  to  turn  that  flank,  but  were  charg- 
ed on  with  spirit  and  success  by  lieutenant  colonel 
Mill’s  command,  and  driven  into  a thick  wooded 
oak  scrub;  then  dismounting  and  charging  on  them, 
drove  through  this  into  the  border  of  the  hammock, 
when  the  artillery  played  upon  them  with  conside- 
rable effect;  after  this  they  retired  to  the  right,  and 
attempted  to  turn  that  wing,  but  were  charged  with 
success  by  captain  Walker  and  lieutenant  Bruten’s 
command,  and  again  driven  within  range  of  the  ar- 
tillery, which  opened  on  them  with  great  effect. 

They  made  several  desperate  attempts  to  main- 
tain their  position,  and  charged  twice  on  the  ar- 
tillery, but  were  driven  off'  at  all  points,  and  pur- 
sued for  a mile  and  a half  into  a dense  hammock, 
where  they  could  not  be  pursued  to  advantage. 

The  command  advanced  and  took  a position,  and 
remained  on  it  two  hours  and  a half,  then  returned 
in  the  same  order  of  the  advance,  without  seeing  or 
hearing  any  thing  more  of  them.  The  action  lasted 
one  hour  and  a half;  one  hour  of  which  the  firing 
was  heavy  on  the  whole  line.  From  the  ground 
which  they  occupied,  their  force  is  estimated  at 
least  three  hundred  men.  Several  Indians  were 
distinctly  seen  to  fall  before  the  fire  of  the  artillery, 
particularly  on  the  left.  Several  persons  report  that 
they  saw  a mounted  Indian,  (a  chief  from  his  ap- 
pearing to  give  orders),  fall  before  the  fire  of  the 
artillery.  Adjutant  Gillcland  reports  that  he  saw  a 
large  fellow  mounted  in  front  of  the  right,  and  from 
a recollection  of  his  person,  thinks  it  was  Jumper; 
he  ordered  a platoon  to  fire  at  him,  and  several  per- 
sons assert  that  he  fell.  From  the  many  traces 
of  blood  discovered  in  passing  over  the  ground 
after  the  enemy  were  routed,  a great  number  must 
have  been  killed  and  wounded.  We  also  discover- 
ed where  they  had  killed  five  beeves  and  seven 
hogs,  some  of  which  were  left  by  them  in  their 
hurry,  in  the  situation  in  which  they  were  shot 
down. 

Lieutenant  col.  Mills  sustained  in  this  action  the 
reputation  he  had  previously  acquired  for  bravery, 
coolness  and  judgment. 

Captain  D.  D.  Tompkins,  of  the  artillery,  by  the 
judicious  arrangement  of  the  artillery  under  his 
command  rendered  important  service,  and  through- 
out the  action  behaved  with  great  bravery,  cool- 


ness and  judgment,  I beg  leave  to  recommend 
him  to  your  excellency’s  notice,  for  his  good  con- 
duct in  this  action,  as  well  as  for  the  important 
service  rendered  by  him  since  stationed  at  this  post. 

Captains  Beekham,  Walker  and  Ward,  licuts. 
Bruten  and  llindley,  behaved  with  great  bravery. 
Lieutenant  Bruten  had  his  horse  killed  under  him. 
Adjutant  Gilleland  particularly  distinguished  him- 
self by  his  bravely  and  exertions  on  the  right  wing. 
Private  Weyman,  B company,  first  artillery,  sta- 
tioned at  the  howitzer,  was  severely  wounded  at 
the  first  fire,  but  refused  to  retire  from  his  post 
until  four  rounds  were  fired,  when  he  vvas  com- 
pelled to  retire  from  the  loss  of  blood.  In  fact,  tilt- 
whole  command  behaved  well.  I regret  to  state 
that  private  Jerry  Burnett  is  pronounced  mortally 
wounded:  the  others  appear  to  be  in  a fair  way  to 
recover.  I should  do  injustice,  were  I to  close  this 
report  without  mentioning,  in  terms  of  approbation, 
the  prompt  attention  of  doctors  Pelot  and  Turtelot 
to  the  wounded  men.  They  promptly  attended 
during  the  action  to  all.  I have  the  honor  to  be, 
respectfully,  See.  JOHN  WARREN, 

Commanding  2d  M.  D.  E.  F. 
His  excel.  R.  K.  Call,  goo.  commander -in- chief 

Return  of  wounded  in  the  action  at  San  Yelasco 
on  the  18th  September,  1836. 

B company,  1 artillery,  private  Weyman;  Florida 
militia,  sergeant  Rowell. 

Private  Powals,  Jerry  Burnett,  (twice),  James 
Gregor,  Samuel  llunsell,  Jesse  Long. 

One  horse  killed,  and  five  wounded. 

L.  GILLELAND,  adjutant. 


Messrs.  Wilson  and  Fosllethwaitc  will  profit  as 
little  by  bullying  or  fighting  Texians,  as  they  have 
by  slandering  them.  1 wear  my  country's  sword, 
and  it  matters  but  little  with  me,  whether  I employ 
it  against  the  hired  exterminators  of  a despot,  or 
the  more  execrable  calumniators  of  a suffering  peo- 
ple. In  cither  case,  the  spirits  of  the  Alamo  and 
San  Jacinto  will  direct  its  point. 

My  duties  will  permit  me  to  remain  in  Louis- 
ville one  week  longer,  and  1 hold  myself  responsible 
in  every  way  for  all  I have  written  or  said  in  vindi- 
cation of  jny  country  in  my  former  publication,  and 
in  this  card. 

T.  JEFFERSON  CHAMBERS. 

Louisville,  Oct , Slh,  1836. 

P.  S.  Those  papers  that  have  published  the  ca- 
lumnies of  Messrs.  Wilson  and  Postlethwaite  against 
Texas,  and  are  situated  at  so  great  a distance  as 
not  to  be  in  danger  from  the  wrath  of  those  pugna- 
cious gentlemen,  will  do  an  injured  and  oppressed 
people  justice,  by  publishing  103"  answer,  notwith- 
standing its  length. 


ARKANSAS. 

The  following  address  w-as  delivered  on  the  12th 
ult.  by  James  S.  Conway,  esq.  governor  of  Arkansas, 
previous  to  taking  the  oath  of  office. 

Feli.ow  citizens:  The  date  of  our  existence, 
as  a free  and  independent  state,  has  commenced. 

Being  about  to  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  the 
high,  responsible  and  solemn  duties  of  the  execu- 
tive, I avail  myself  of  this  customary  and  appropri- 
ate occasion,  to  express  my  gratitude,  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Arkansas  for  the  flattering  manner  in  w hich 
I have  been  called  to  the  exalted  station  I am  now 


AFFAIRS  OF  TEXAS. 

In  the  last  “Register”  we  published  certain  ex- 
tracts from  a communication  of  general  T.  Cham- 
bers (an  agent  of  the  Texians)  in  reply  to  the  com- 
munication of  Messrs.  Wilson  and  Postlethwaite,  in 
relation  to  the  manner  in  which  the  volunteers 
under  their  command  were  treated  in  Texas.  The 
reply  of  gen.  Chambers  elicited  the  following  card, 
which  we  find  in  the  Lexington  Intelligencer. 

TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

An  article  appeared  in  the  Louisville  Journal  of 
Monday  last,  purporting  to  be  a reply  to  *the  ex- 
pose in  relation  to  the  affairs  of  Texas,  which  we 
considered  it  our  duty  to  make,  on  our  return  from 
that  country.  It  is  signed  by  T.  J.  Chambers,  a 
man  who  professes  to  be  a general  in  the  Texian 
army  of  reserve.  We  admit  that  general  Chambers 
has  wholly  reserved  himself  from  Texas  during  her 
difficulties,  and  although  a general,  we  rather  sus- 
pect ho  is  fonder  of  the  “pomp  and  circumstance” 
of  war  than  the  fighting  part  of  it. 

This  general  Chambers  attempts  to  produce  the 
impresssion  that  what  we  have  said  in  relation  to 
Texas  is  untrue;  nowr,  without  going  into  a news- 
paper controversy  with  this  reserve  general,  we 
would  merely  say  that  his  piece  is  a tissue  of  false- 
hoods from  beginning  to  end — that  is,  all  except 
the  balderdash  contained  in  it — and  we  pronounce 
its  author  a liar,  a poltroon  and  a coward;  and  al- 
though we  entertain  this  opinion  of  him,  should  he 
feel  aggrieved  at  this  notice,  we  will  waive  the  opi- 
nion expressed  of  his  total  want  ot  every  honorable 
principle,  and  give  him  whatever  satisfaction  his 
wounded  sense  of  honor  may  stimulate  him  to  de- 
mand. EDW’D  J.  Y/ILSON, 

G.  L.  POSTLETHWAITE. 

I^exingtov,  October  7,  1836. 

P.  S.  We  are  at  Lexington,  where  gen.  Cham- 
bers can  find  us.  If,  however,  his  convenience 
will  be  at  all  incommoded  by  coming  up  to  this 
place,  and  he  will  indicate  that  fact  to  us,  we  will 
not  put  him  to  the  trouble  of  coming  here  to  find 


about  to  occupy,  and  to  acknowledge  the  great  re- 
sponsibility which  it  imposes. 

Deeply  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  no  ac- 
knowledgments on  my  part  can  equal  the  honor 
conferred,  I shall  deem  it  the  best  return  I can  make 
to  devote  my  humble  abilities,  with  honesty,  fidel- 
ity and  assiduity,  to  your  service,  in  such  manner 
as  may  he  best  calculated  to  promote  the  prosperi- 
ty and  happiness  of  our  common  country. 

The  constitutions  of  most  of  our  sister  states,  im- 
pose more  duties  on,  and  give  greater  powers  to, 
the  executive  than  is  granted  by  ours;  in  propor- 
tion, however,  to  the  curtailment  of  those  duties 
and  powers,  my  labors  and  responsibilities  are  di- 
minished. 

That  covenant  which  is  to  guard  our  liberties, 
and  which  the  solemnities  of  an  oatli  must  bind  us 
to  support  and  defend,  generally  and  clparly  defines 
the  duties  and  powers  of  3’our  executive;  and,  in 
strict  accordance  with  its  provisions,  will  I be  found 
exerting  myself  to  fulfil  the  public  expectations  in 
organizing,  establishing  and  administering  the  go- 
vernment. 

Those  who  speculate  on  the  prospect  before  us, 
and  govern  their  hopes  of  the  future  by  meditating 
on  the  past,  will  find  nothing  in  our  condition  which 
is  not  well  calculated  1o  inspire  us  with  ardor  in 
rosecuting  the  great  purposes  for  which  we  have 
een  chosen  by  the  people.  The  task  wiil  not  be 
completed  by  "the  mere  passage  of  organic  laws  to 
put  the  government  in  motion.  The  fabric  of  the 
state,  when  once  constructed  must  stand  for  ages. 
It  must  be  fixed  in  the  understanding  and  reverence 
of  the  people.  Let  us,  therefore,  examine  for  and 
collect  all  our  materials,  calculated  to  enlighten  the 
public  mind  and  diffuse  general  and  useful  know- 
ledge. 

We  have  ample  means  for  the  early  establish- 
ment of  such  institutions  of  learning  as  will  be  cal- 
culated to  insure  universal  education  to  the  youth 
of  our  country.  Knowledge  is  power.  It  is  the 
lever  which  sways  every  thing  in  a popular  govern- 


us.  E.  J.  W.  & G.  L.  P. 

From  the  Louisville  Journal. 

A CARD. 

The  Lexington  Observer  & Reporter  of  yesterday 
contains  a publication  by  Edward  J.  Wilson  and  G. 
L.  Postlethwaite  filled  with  personal  abuse  against 
myself.  I cannot  descend  to  bandy  epilhets"  with 
them  before  the  public.  The  duty  I owed  a suffer- 
ing and  much  abused  people,  required  that  I should 
expose  and  refute  the  calumnies  with  which  Messrs. 
Wilson  & Co.  have  sought  to  gratify  the  malignity 
of  their  disappointed  avarice  and  vanity  by  blasting 
a whole  people  struggling  for  existence.  I have 
vindicated  that  people,  and,  so  far  as  I have  heard, 
satisfactorily,  to  the  public;  and  I have  done  this, 
not  by  naked  assertions  or  abusive  epithets,  but  by 
impregnable  facts  and  irresistible  deductions.  This 
is  established  by  the  attempt  of  Messrs.  Wilson  and 
Postlethwaite  to  obviate  its  effects  by  bullying  me  in 
the  public  papers.  I do  not  remember  ever  to  have 
been  deterred  from  the  performance  of  a duty  by 
personal  fear:  and  surely  1 never  have  been  fright- 
ened from  it  by  the  blusterings  of  braggarts;  and 


ment. 

It  is  not  only  important,  in  a political  point  of 
view,  but  is  also  the  basis  of  morality  and  reli- 
gion. Therefore,  whatever  plans  the  legislature,  in 
its  wisdom,  may  adopt,  calculated  to  secure  these 
blessings  to  the  people,  will  meet  with  my  cordial 
co-operation. 

A fund  for  the  internal  improvement  of  our  state 
is  at  j’our  disposal.  Its  application,  in  the  improve- 
ment of  our  roads,  the  construction  of  new’  ones,  or 
its  judicious  expenditure  in  any  other  description  of 
improvement  lor  the  benefit  of  the  state,  will  re- 
ceive my  sanction. 

Viewing  our  locality,  as  the  immediate  frontier, 
adjoining  and  contiguous  to  numerous  tribes  of  In- 
dians, many  of  whom  are  dissatisfied  and  soured 
with  our  government,  and  in  whose  bosoms  we  have 
reason  to  believe  are  lurkings  of  hostility  and  re- 
venge, we  may  readily  calculate  that  our  wives  and 
children  are  not  safe  unless  the  savage  monsters  are 
deterred  by  an  armed  force,  ora  knowledge  that  we 
have  men,  disciplined  and  trained  to  arms,  who  are 
ready,  at  the  first  flourish  of  the  scalping  knife,  or 
at  a moment’s  warning,  to  march  in  defence  of  their 
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country.  It  is  not  probable  that  the  general  govern-  i 
ment  will  continue  a sufficient  garrison  or  army  on 
our  borders  to  shield  us  effectually  from  the  possi- 
bility of  Indian  depredations.  I shall,  therefore, 
feel  much  solicitude  in  the  speedy  organization  of 
the  militia  of  the  state.  When  the  hardy  yeomanry 
are  disciplined  and  properly  trained  to  arms,  they 
are  the  ‘-bulwark  of  our  country.”  They  are  the 
“chief  defence  of  nations.”  Any  legislative  action 
calculated  to  forward  this  desirable  object  will  ac- 
cord with  my  views,  and  receive  my  devoted  and 
unremitted  attention. 

A just  diffidence  in  regard  to  my  qualifications 
teaches  me,  fellow  citizens,  to  solicit  and  hope  for 
your  indulgence,  instruction  and  aid.  May  the 
goodness  of  that  unerring  Providence  which  has 
ever  mercifully  shielded  us  in  our  infancy  continue 
to  guard,  aid  and  uphold  our  liberties.  His  good- 
ness teaches  and  encourages  me  to  offerup  my  sup- 
plications that  he  will  continue  to  make  our  happy 
country  the  object  of  his  divine  care. 

“REFORM  OR  REVOLUTION”  IN  MARY- 
LAND. 

Reform  meeting  at  Hagerstown. 

In  accordance  with  a resolution  adopted  at  a 
meeting  on  the  1st  instant,  the  friends  of  reform  as- 
sembled at  the  court  house  on  Wednesday  the  11th 
instant,  and  having  organized  by  calling  colonel 
W.  H.  Fitzhugh  to  the  chair,  and  appointing  G. 
W.  Post  secretary,  adopted  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions: 

Whereas,  by  the  4th  section  of  the  declaration  of 
rights  of  the  state  of  Maryland  it  is  declared — 
“That  all  persons  invested  with  the  legislative  or 
executive  powers  of  government,  are  the  trustees 
of  the  public,  and  as  such  accountable  for  their 
conduct,  wherefore,  whenever  the  ends  of  govern- 
ment are  perverted,  and  the  public  liberty  manifest- 
ly endangered,  and  all  other  means  of  redress  are 
ineffectual,  the  people  may,  and  of  right,  ought  to 
reform  the  old  and  establish  a new  government; 
the  doctrine  of  non-resistance  against  arbitrary 
power  and  oppression,  is  absurd,  slavish  and  de- 
structive of  the  good  and  happiness  of  mankind.” 
The  principles  contained  in  this  section  are  the 
ground  upon  which  we  stand,  affording  us  complete 
justification  for  our  past  acts,  and  every  encourage- 
ment to  future  operations,  in  the  cause  of  reform. 
By  the  operation  of  our  present  constitution,  the 
“ends  of  government  are  perverted,”  inasmuch  as 
that  a meagre  minority  of  the  people  governs  the 
whole  state.  The  consequence  is,  that  the  execu- 
tive and  other  public  officers  together  with  all  the 
patronage  of  the  state  are  at  the  disposal  of  the 
few,  while  the  expenses  of  the  government  are  al- 
most wholly  borne  by  the  many.  The  manifest 
injustice  of  this  state  of  things  has  been  the  subject 
of  complaint  for  years.  Petition  after  petition  has 
been  sent  to  the  legislature  for  redress,  but  in  vain. 
That  body  the  creature  of  the  tyrant  few,  has  re- 
fused, and,  we  have  every  reason  to  believe,  will 
ever  refuse  to  grant  our  reasonable  and  just  rights. 
Arraying  themselves  behind  the  strict  letter  of  the 
constitution,  they  disregard  the  great  principles 
upon  which  it  was  originally  based,  and  its  utter 
inadequacy  to  the  existing  w'ants  of  the  people  of 
Maryland.  They  seem  to  forget  the  great  change 
the  state  has  undergone,  in  point  of  population, 
commerce  and  trade,  in  the  space  of  sixty  years; 
and  that  a constitution  which  was  republican  in  an 
earlier  date  of  our  history,  in  consequence  of  that 
change  may  be  anti-republican  now.  Whatever 
may  be  the  views  or  motives  by  which  our  oppo- 
nents are  actuated,  whether  an  actual  “base  love 
of  power,”  which  is  said  to  be  always  stealing 
from  the  many  to  the  few,  or  the  more  ignoble  ob- 
ject of  making  our  state  a mere  bargain  and  sale 
affair  in  the  presidential  election — -our  course  is 
plain.  We  have  done  every  thing  in  our  power, 
to  procure  reform,  in  the  ordinary  way.  The 
usual  means  of  redress  have  proven  ineffectual. 
We  must  therefore  recur  to  first  principles,  adopt- 
ing as  our  motto  the  language  of  the  bill  ot  rights, 
that  “the  doctrine  of  non-resistance  against  arbitra- 
ry power  and  oppression,  is  absurd,  slavish  and  de- 
structive of  the  good  and  happiness  ot  mankind.” 
The  present  crisis,  in  the  affairs  of  the  state,  is  all 
important.  We  have  reached  a point  from  which 
we  cannot  recede  without  deserting  our  principles, 
and  which  if  we  maintain  with  firmness,  we  must 
eventually  triumph. 

And  whereas,  we  view  the  subject  of  reform  as 
paramount  to  every  other,  and  are  prepared  to  sink 
every  other  question  in  its  advancement,  and  where- 
as many  profess  to  be  in  favor  of  reform  provided 
it  be  not  connected  with  the  politics  ot  the  general 
government,  therefore  as  a means  of  uniting  the 
friends  of  reform  of  all  parties,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  as  soon  as  satisfactory  assurances 
are  given  that  a majority  ot  state  senators  will  be 


chosen  favorable  to  the  passage  of  a law  calling  a : 
convention  for  the  purpose  of  remodelling  the  pre- 
sent constitution  of  the  state  of  Maryland,  we  re- 
commend Robert  Wason  and  Charles  Magill,  the 
senatorial  electors  for  Washington  county,  to  enter 
the  electoral  college  and  aid  in  forming  a reform 
senate  even  if  the  members  thereof  be  elected  from 
the  whig  party. 

Resolved,  That  until  said  assurance  be  given, 
we  recommend  Messrs.  Wason  and  Magill  to  main- 
tain the  stand  they  have  taken,  and  not  to  partici- 
pate in  selecting  a senate  not  known  to  be  in  favor 
of  a state  convention. 

Resolved,  For  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  emer- 
gency, if  a senate  should  not  be  elected,  we  recom- 
mend to  the  friends  of  reform  to  hold  district  meet- 
ings on  Saturday  the  29th  of  October,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  sending  twenty  delegates  to  a county  con- 
vention to  be  held  in  Hagerstown,  on  Tuesday,  the 
1st  of  November,  to  select  six  members  to  repre- 
sent Washington  county  in  the  state  convention  to 
be  assembled  in  Annapolis  on  the  third  Monday  of 
November  next  in  accordance  with  the  suggestion 
of  the  reform  electors. 

Resolved,  That  these  proceedings  be  published 
in  the  papers  of  this  county  and  state. 

WM.  FITZHUGH,  chairman. 

Geo.  W.  Post,  secretary. 

Frederick  county  reform  convention. 

At  a meeting  of  the  friends  of  reform,  convened 
at  the  court  house,  in  Frederick,  on  Monday,  the 
10th  October,  the  meeting  was  organized  by  ap- 
pointing colonel  John  H.  Simmons"  and  Dr.  John 
W.  Dorsey,  chairmen,  and  Wm.  B.  Gwynn  and 
George  Titlow,  secretaries. 

On  motion  of  P.  H.  Brown,  esq.  a committee  of 
three  from  each  district,  was  appointed  to  draft  re- 
solutions and  report  to  this  convention  at  3 o’clock. 

On  motion  of  P.  H.  Brown,  that  all  votes  taken 
in  this  convention,  be  taken  by  districts. 

On  motion  of  col.  Dunlap,  that,  a majority  of  the 
districts,  be  necessary  to  a choice  in  the  selection 
of  candidates. 

Convention  adjourned  to  meet  at  three  o’clock, 
P.  M. 

Three,  o’clock,  P.  M — Convention  met  pursuant 
to  adjournment. 

The  committee  of  three  from  each  district  re- 
ported— That  in  pursuance  of  the  duties  assigned 
to  them  by  the  convention,  the  following  six  gen- 
tlemen had  been  selected  by  a majority  of  the 
committee  as  proper  persons  to  be  recommended 
for  the  convention  to  nominate  as  a delegation  to 
represent  this  county  in  the  convention  to  be  held 
in  Annapolis  on  the  third  Monday  in  November 
next,  viz:— -Messrs.  Francis  Thomas,  col.  John  PI. 
McElfresh,  colonel  Thomas  Johnson,  John  Fisher, 
Benedict  Boon,  Dr.  Jas.  Ligget — And  reported  the 
following  preamble  and  resolutions — 

Whereas,  The  true  intent  and  purpose  of  govern- 
ment is  to  promote  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of 
those  for  whose  benefit  it  is  instituted,  and  in  a 
republic  a majority  of  the  people  are  declared  to 
have  the  power  of  framing  such  form  of  govern- 
ment as  they  may  deem  best  calculated  to  promote 
their  interests,  to  increase  their  prosperity  and  in- 
crease their  happiness — and  when  as,  for  years, 
a majority  of  the  people  of  this  state  have  pro- 
nounced the  present  form  of  government  to  be  de- 
fective in  principle,  and  unequal  and  oppressive  in 
its  operations;  And  whereas,  in  the  recent  attempt 
to  form  a senate,  the  representatives  of  a small  mi- 
nority of  the  voters  of  the  state  have  arrogated  to 
themselves,  the  exclusive  power  of  selecting  all 
the  members,  constituting  one  entire  branch  ot  the 
legislature,  contrary  to  all  justice,  all  right,  and  all 
sound  principles  of  arepublican  government.  There- 
fore, 

Resolved,  That,  we  do  not  recognize,  as  a just 
and  proper  principle  of  government,  the  degrading 
doctrine,  that  a people  are  bound,  slavishly  to  sub- 
mit, to  anv  public  institutions  whatever,  but  con- 
tend for,  the  enjoyment  of  that  for  which  our  fore- 
fathers fought,  the  right  to  resist  a tyrannical  go- 
vernment, and  the  power  to  abolish  an  old,  or 
establish  a new  form  of  government. 

Resolved,  That  the  present  constitution  of  the 
state  is  unjust,  iniquitous  and  subversive  of  the 
rights  of  freemen,  and  therefore  should  be  revised 
and  reformed,  so  as  to  conform  to  the  principles  on 
which  it  was  originally  based,  by  giving  to  every 
citizen  living  under  its  provisions,  equal,  political 
and  civil  rights. 

Resolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  plan  of  holding 
a convention  in  the  city  of  Annapolis,  on  the  third 
Monday  of  November  next,  as  recommended  in 
the  address  of  the  nineteen  electors:  it  being  in  the 
opinion  of  this  convention,  the  most  efficient  mode, 
not  only  of  securing  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and 
the  administration  "of  justice,  but,  also,  the  most 


effectual  means  of  facilitating  the  consummation  of 
the  long  cherished  wishes  ot  a majority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  state,  peaceably  and  quietly,  thoroughly 
and  radically  to  reform  their  organic  law. 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  nominate  six  suit- 
able persons  to  recommend  to  the  suffrage  of  the 
people,  as  a delegation  to  represent  this  county  in 
the  state  convention  before  named. 

Resolved,  That  these  six  persons,  when  elected, 
be  invested  with  the  power  representing  this  coun- 
ty, in  said  convention,  and  that  they  be,  and  are 
hereby  authorised  to  join  with  the  delegates  from 
other  counties  and  cities,  in  continuing  the  ap- 
pointment of  all  officers,  military  and  civil,  whose 
terms  of  sendee  expire  annually,  and  to  exercise 
such  powers  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  welfare 
of  the  state;  and,  that  they  be  recommended,  also, 
to  endeavor  to  settle  the  basis  of  representation  of 
a convention  for  the  puipose  of  altering  and  amend- 
ing the  present  form  of  government,  or  framing  a 
new  one. 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  friends  of 
reform  in  the  several  election  districts  to  appoint 
three  judges  and  two  clerks  of  election  for  each 
district,  to  receive  the  ballots  of  the  voters  of  each 
district  cast  for  the  six  delegates  to  represent  this 
county  in  the  convention  to  be  held  in  Annapolis, 
and  that  the  judges  so  appointed  be  qualified  to  re- 
ceive the  votes  of  the  people  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  they  had  been  regularly  qualified  under  the 
laws  of  the  state.  And  that  all  persons  offering  to 
vote  for  the  aforesaid  six  delegates  shall  be  subject 
to  the  same  restrictions  and  required  to  possess  the 
same  qualifications  as  the  election  laws  of  the  state 
now  require,  and  that  the  judges  so  appointed 
shall  make  their  election  returns  on  the  Wednes- 
day succeeding  the  election  in  the  same  manner 
and  form  as  the  judges  appointed  under  the  law, 
to  a committee  to  be  chosen  by  the  convention. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  five  be  appointed 
by  this  convention  to  receive  the  returns  made  by 
the  judges  of  election  chosen  by  the  people,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  certify  that  the  six  persons  whom 
the  judges  declare  to  have  received  the  greatest 
number  of  votes  of  the  county  are  duly  elected 
to  represent  this  county  in  the  convention  to  be 
held  in  Annapolis  on  the  3d  Monday  of  Novem- 
ber next  for  the  purpose  already  mentioned;  and 
that  their  certificate  shall  be  a full  warrant  lor  their 
exercising  the  authority  for  which  they  have  been 
chosen. 

Resolved,  That  we  pledge  ourselves  to  sustain 
the  convention  to  be  held  in  Annapolis  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  duties  entrusted  to  them. 

The  vote  being  taken  on  the  nomination  of  the 
persons  recommended  by  the  committee,  they  were 
unanimously  nominated  by  the  convention.' 

The  vote  was  then  taken  upon  the  passage  of  the 
preamble  and  resolutions,  and  they  were  unani- 
mously adopted. 

On  motion  of  John  Sifford,  esq. 

Resolved,  That  all  vacancies  that  may  occur  in 
the  ticket  selected  by  this  convention  be  filled  by 
the  gentlemen  composing  said  ticket. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Wm.  B.  Gwinn, 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  conven- 
tion be  signed  by  its  officers  and  published  in  all 
the  papers  in  the  state  in  favor  of  reform. 


JOHN  H.  SIMMONS 
JOHN  W.  DORSEY 
Wm.  B.  Gwynn, 

George  Titlow 


n\ 


NTS,  > 


chairmen. 


secretaries. 


Harford  county  reform  meeting. 

At  a large  meeting  of  the  democratic  republican 
reformers  of  Harford  county,  convened  in  pursuance 
of  public  notice,  at  the  court  house,  in  Bel  Air,  on 
Tuesday,  the  11th  of  October,  1836 — the  meeting 
was  organized,  and  col.  Andrew  Turner,  col.  I.  1). 
Maulsby  and  Dr.  W.  L.  Horton,  appointed  presi- 
dents; and  Henry  W.  Archer  and  James  W.  Bar- 
tol,  esqrs.  secretaries. 

Upon  motion,  the  following  named  gentlemen 
were  appointed  a committee  to  adopt  a preamble 
and  resolutions  expressive  of  the  views  of  the  meet- 
ing, to  wit: — Otho  Scott,  James  W.  Williams,  Tho- 
mas Hope,  Henry  II.  Johns,  James  Williams,  Ro- 
bert W.  Holland,  Dr.  Wm.  T.  Munnikhuysen,  Dr. 
St.  Clair  Street,  Dr.  Parker  Forwood,  Abraham  L. 
Jarrett  and  Preston  McComas. 

The  committee,  alter  having  retired  for  some- 
time, reported  the  following  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions, which  were  unanimously  adopted.  After  the 
resolutions  were  read,  the  meeting  was  addressed 
by  James  W.  Williams,  esq.  col.  I.  D.  Maulsby, 
Otho  Scott,  esq.  and  Dr.  Horton,  in  animated  and 
eloquent  speeches. 

Whereas,  The  flagrant  injustice  and  gross  ine- 
quality of  political  rights  under  the  constitution  of 
Maryland  has  demonstrated,  that  a thorough  and 
radical  reform  is  necessary — This  is  now  so  obvi- 
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ous.that  it  is  conceded  by  all  having  any  regard  for 
the  rights  of  the  people.  The  present  constitution 
was  the  work  of  men,  who  had  till  it  was  framed 
lived  under  a monarchy,  and  without  detracting 
from  the  merits  of  its  venerable  founder  it  may  safe- 
ly be  asserted,  that  as  originally  established,  it  was 
aristocratic  in  its  form  and  spirit,  according  to  its 
provisions,  property  was  more  regarded  than  the 
dearest  rights  of  freemen.  None  but  property  hold- 
ers could  obtain  a seat  in  the  legislature,  hold  the 
office  of  governor,  or  be  elected  as  sheriff,  and  even 
the  right  of  suffrage,  the  most  sacred  that  free  in- 
stitutions have  conferred  on  man,  was  so  restricted 
as  to  confine  its  exercise  exclusively  to  those  pos- 
sessing property  and  those  destitute  of  property,  no 
matter  how  meritorious  in  other  respects,  were  en- 
tirely deprived  of  all  participation  in  government. 

The  democratic  spirit  of  after  times  extended  the 
right  of  suffrage  and  abolished  all  property  qualifi- 
cations for  office.  This  produced  an  enlargement 
of  popular  rights,  and  expunged  some  of  the  aristo- 
cratic principles,  which  formed  a part  of  the  ele- 
ments of  our  political  institutions;  still  it  left  the 
original  frame  work,  constructed,  on  an  aristocratic 
basis.  In  the  formation  of  the  constitution,  from 
mistaken  views  of  the  intelligence  of  the  people,  it 
was  deemed  unsafe  to  intrust  to  them  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  most  important  officers,  and  upon  this 
principle  they  at  present  have  no  control  in  the 
election  of  the  governor  or  senate,  or  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  clerks  and  registers.  Whatever  may 
have  been  the  opinions  of  former  times  it  is  a doc- 
trine, not  now  denied,  that  the  people  are  fully  com- 
petent, to  self  government,  and  that,  the  appoint- 
ment of  their  officers  could  not,  as  safely  be  confid- 
ed any  where  as  in  the  great  mass  of  the  freemen 
of  the” state.  Notwithstanding,  the  universal  recog- 
nition of  these  principles,  the  people  of  Maryland, 
live  under  a constitution  founded  upon  a palpa- 
ble violation  of  these,  and  every  other  republican 
maxim. 

The  governor,  in  whose  office  all  have  an  equal 
interest,  is  appointed  by  a select  few,  instead  of  be- 
ing elected  by  the  people.  The  senate,  which  has 
the  co-ordinate  power  of  legislating  on  the  proper- 
ty, lives  and  liberties  of  all  the  people,  is  appointed 
by  an  irresponsible  body  of  electors. 

The  clerks  and  registers,  important  county  of- 
ficers, having  the  custody  of  the  public  records  of 
the  people,  are  appointed  by  the  legislature  and  the 
courts,  and  it  frequently  happens  that  these  officers 
are  appointed  by  persons  not  residing  in  the  county 
for  which  the  appointment  is  made,  and  not  having 
any  interest  in  the  manner  in  which  the  duties  are 
performed. 

The  judiciaiy  system  of  the  state  also  requires 
reform.  There  should  be  no  offices  for  life  in  a 
republic.  The  independence  of  judges  should  be 
preserved,  but,  at  the  same  time,  no  public  func- 
tionary should  be  placed  in  a situation  where  he 
would  be  insensible  to  the  influence  of  public  sen- 
timent, nor  is  it  believed  that  the  exemption  of  the 
judiciary  from  improper  influences  depends  on  the 
duration  of  their  office.  That  inflexible  integrity 
and  purity  of  purpose  which  are  essential  to  the 
character  of  judge  would  render  the  possessor  in- 
dependent under  any  tenure  of  office.  It  is,  more- 
over, too  plain  to  admit  of  doubt,  that  the  judge 
whose  motives  would  be  corrupted  if  he  held  his 
office  for  a term  of  years  is  wholly  unfit  to  be  trust- 
ed for  life.  It  would  doubtless  be  inexpedient  to 
elect  the  judiciary  immediately  by  the  people;  still 
the  term  of  service  should  be  so  reduced,  and  the 
appointing  power  should  be  so  directly  answerable 
to  the  people  as  to  produce  a salutary  responsibility 
on  the  part  of  the  judges. 

Other  portions  of  our  institutions  equally  require 
modification.  The  great  multiplication  of  hanks 
and  other  corporations,  and  the  wasteful  expendi- 
ture of  public  money  shews  that  the  powers  of  the 
legislature  in  relation  to  these  subjects  should  be 
restricted.  There  should  be  some  limitations,  that 
would  operate  as  safe  guards  to  the  public  money, 
and  protect  the  people  from  the  mischiefs  arising 
from  an  extension  of  banking. 

The  unequal  representation  is  another  subject 
which  loudly  calls  for  reform;  an  inequality  of  po- 
litical rights  exist  that  ought  not  to  be  tolerated. 
The  small  counties  with  a few  hundred  voters  have 
equal  power  in  every  branch  of  government,  to 
that  possessed  by  the  large  counties  with  as  many 
thousand  voters. 

Jtnd.  tvhercas  it  is  manifest  from  the  palpable  and 
radical  defects  of  our  present  constitution,  that  it 
cannot  be  placed  upon  a popular  and  republican  ba- 
sis, and  made  to  suit  the  spirit  of  the  age,  but  by  an 
entire  renovotion — Repeated  alterations  and  amend- 
ments have  been  made.  The  old  has  been  changed, 
modified  and  patched  up  till  neither  lawyers  nor  le- 
gislators can  tell  what  its  provisions  are.  Amend- 
ments have  been  engrafted  till  the  whole  is  a con- 


fused mass  of  jarring  principles,  some  aristocratic, 
and  some  partly  republican,  wholly  unworthy  to  be 
regarded  by  a free  people  as  their  fundamental  law. 

It  is  therefore  resolved.  That  to  secure  to  the  peo- 
ple their  just  influence  in  the  appointment  of  pub- 
lic officers,  and  to  subject  the  various  departments 
of  the  government,  to  a salutary  popular  control, 
there  should  be  a thorough  and  radical  reform  of 
our  state  constitution. 

Resolved,  That  the  only  practicable  means  by 
which  the  necessary  reforms  can  be  accomplished, 
is  a convention  elected  by  the  people;  that  all  other 
means  would  be  dilatory  in  their  action,  and  partial 
and  half-way  in  their  operation. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  most  cordially  ap- 
prove of  the  course  pursued  by  the  nineteen  elec- 
tors of  the  senate,  and  regard  their  refusal  to  con- 
cur in  the  election  of  a senate  as  the  most  peaceful, 
speedy  and  efficacious  means  of  accomplishing  the 
great  political  reformation  which  is  desired. 

Resolved,  That  should  any  of  the  seceding  elec- 
tors, hereafter  join  the  anti-reform  electors  in  mak- 
ing a senate,  he  should  be  regarded,  as  having  vio- 
lated a solemn  pledge  to  the  people,  and  proved 
himself  recreant  to  republican  principle,  and  a trai- 
tor to  the  cause  of  reform. 

Resolved,  That  the  recent  election  cannot  be  re- 
garded as  a fair  test  of  public  sentiment  on  the 
subject  of  reform, — that  it  is  known,  the  enemies 
of  reform  succeeded  by  misrepresentation  and  de- 
ceptive statements  in  exciting  a panic,  and,  a be- 
lief, that  we  were  to  have  a fearful  and  bloody  re- 
volution instead  of  a peaceful  reform. 

Resolved,  That  the  recent  attempts  to  produce  a 
belief  that  we  were  in  a state  of  anarchy  and  revo- 
volution,  and  by  such  means  to  create  alarm  and 
apprehension  should  be  denounced  by  every  friend 
to  reform,  and  the  authors  and  actors  in  such  at- 
tempts regarded  as  hostile  to  the  extension  of  popu- 
lar rights,  and  enemies  to  republican  principles. 

Resolved,  That  if  the  anti-reform  electors  should 
attempt  to  force  upon  the  people  of  Maryland,  a 
senate,  it  should  be  regarded  as  gross  usarpation  of 
power,  an  outrage  on  the  rights  of  the  people,  and 
one  which  every  advocate  of  free  institutions  would 
be  bound  to  resist. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  have  a firm  reliance 
on  the  intelligence  and  patriotism  of  the  people,  and 
are  fully  confident  that  no  tumults  or  disorder  can 
arise  out  of  the  present  crisis.  That  even  if  there 
were  no  other  restraints,  the  moral  sense  of  the 
community  is  a sufficient  guaranty  against  lawless 
violence  and  outrage. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  adopt  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  nineteen  electors,  to  elect  six  persons 
to  represent  this  county  in  a convention  to  be  held 
at  Annapolis. 

Resolved,  That  the  representation  in  our  legisla- 
ture should  be  placed  on  the  popular  basis,  giving 
to  the  small  counties  a sufficient  delegation,  to  pro- 
tect their  interests,  and  restricting  by  some  liberal 
maximum  number,  the  power  of  the  populous  dis- 
tricts. 

Resolved,  That  six  persons  be  elected  on  the  first 
Monday  of  November  next,  to  represent  this  coun- 
ty in  convention,  and  that  such  representatives  be 
authorised  to  do  all  necessary  acts  in  concert  with 
the  representatives  from  the  other  counties,  calcu- 
lated to  promote  the  cause  of  reform. 

Upon  motion,  the  following  resolutions  were 
unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  Charles  S.  Sewell,  James  W.  Wil- 
liams, John  W.  Rutlege,  Otho  Scott,  Henry  W. 
Archer  and  Wm.  L.  Horton  be  and  they  are  recom- 
mended to  the  people  as  suitable  persons  to  repre- 
sent this  county  in  the  convention  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  James  Steele,  Archibald  Dorsey, 
Jas.  L.  Bartol,  John  H.  Price,  A.  L.  Jarret  and 
Dr.  Wm.  I.  McElhiney  be  appointed  a committee 
of  correspondence,  to  communicate  with  the  re- 
formers in  the  different  counties  of  the  state. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be 
signed  by  chairmen  and  secretaries,  and  published 
in  the  newspapers  of  the  state  friendly  to  reform. 
ANDREW  TURNER, ) 

I.  D.  MAUUSBY,  West's. 
WM.  L.  HORTON,  ) 

H.  W.  Archer,  ) 

J.L.  Bartol,  j sccn 


rctarics. 


The  following  card  from  7.  D.  Mavlsby,  esq.  of 
Harford  county,  one  of  the  delegates  to  the  legisla- 
ture chosen  at  the  late  election,  recently  appeared 
in  the  Van  Buren  paper  published  at  Bel  Air: 
a card. 

I should  be  insensible  of  the  just  value  of  public 
opinion,  did  I not  feel  highly  gratified  with  my  un- 
usually large  vote,  at  the  late  election.  And  I lose 
no  time  in  tendering  to  the  citizens  of  Harford 
county,  without  distinction  of  party,  my  thanks  for 
the  generous  and  confiding  support  extended  to  me 


on  that  occasion.  And  now  that  the  excitement  of 
the  election  has  subsibed,  I would  again  respectfully 
invite  the  public  attention  to  the  great  subject  of 
reforming  our  constitution.  It  is  one  that  deeply 
concerns  every  man,  whatever  may  be  his  general 
political  predilections;  and  to  effect  it  requires  some 
action  on  the  part  of  the  people. 

Let  it  ever  be  remembered,  it  is  our  just  pride 
and  boast  that  we  live  in  a government  of  laws — 
that  the  law  is  supreme,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
man  to  submit  to  it  until  peacefully  and  legally 
changed:  That  the  constituted  authorities  for  their 

administration  and  execution  must  be  obeyed,  there 
cannot  be  a doubt,  but  that,  notwithstanding  no 
senate  has  been  chosen  at  the  regular  constitutional 
period,  the  laws  are  still  in  full  force,  and  all  the 
civil  magistrates  and  ministerial  officers  possess 
ample  ana  undiminished  authority  to  discharge  their 
several  functions.  The  man,  therefore,  who  would 
dare  practically  to  question  their  authority  should 
instantly  be  denounced  as  an  anarchist  and  enemy  to 
reform.  The  bill  of  rights  points  to  a convention,  as  a 
peaceful  mode  of  changing  the  constitution,  and  to 
that  means  let  us,  the  peoyile,  resort.  It  has  also 
been  recommended  by  the  gallant  and  devoted  nine- 
teen senatorial  electors,  representing  nearly  three- 
fourths  of  the  white  population  of  Maryland,  who 
have  fearlessly  staked  their  political  existence  for 
the  liberties  of  the  people  and  the  cause  of  reform 
and  are  therefore  entitled  to  the  highest  respect  of 
the  freemen  of  Maryland. 

Let  a constitution  be  formed  by  a convention  to 
be  elected  by  the  freemen  of  Maryland,  founded  on 
the  basis  of  popular  rights,  and  free  from  the  unjust 
and  aristocratic  provisions  which,  in  the  present, 
stifles  and  overrules  the  influence  of  the  people  in 
many  of  the  most  important  departments  of  the  go- 
vernment. Let  such  a constitution  be  submitted  to 
the  people,  to  be  approved  or  rejected  by  them,  in 
their  sovereign  character,  at  primary  meetings  to  be 
fixed  for  that  purpose. 

And  if  a constitution  so  formed  be  so  ratified,  by 
a majority  of  all  the  freemen  of  Maryland,  what 
reason,  I would  ask,  is  there  that  it  should  not  be 
carried  into  effect?  Jlnd  it  will  be  carried  into  effect 
PEACEFULLY.  The  intelligence  and  patriotism 
of  the  people  are  a sufficient  guarantee  against  vio- 
lence. There  may  be,  and  probably  are,  some 
reckless  men  in  both  parties;  but  moderation  and 
firmness  are  the  suggestions  of  good  sense  and  love 
of  country,  and  they  must  so  prevail  as  to  keep 
down  all  turbulence  and  disorder. 

I have  to  crave  the  indulgence  of  my  fellow'  citi- 
zens for  this  lengthened  address.  I took  my  pen 
simply  to  express  my  gratitude  for  their  kind  treat- 
ment of  my  pretension  at  the  past  election,  and  have 
insensibly  run  into  a subject  on  which  my  heart  is 
much  engaged.  I have  only  in  conclusion  to  ac- 
knowledge the  fairness  and  high  mindedness  which 
has  on  every  occasion  distinguished  my  competitor 
candidates,  during  the  late  canvass,  to  tender  to 
such  of  them  as  have  been  elected  my  congratula- 
tions, and  those  less  successful  the  scriptural  con- 
solation, “that  the  race  is  not  alw'ays  to  the  swift, 
nor  the  battle  to  the  strong.”  I.  D.  MAULSB  Y. 

6th  October,  1S36. 

From  the  Cumberland  (Md.)  Civilian — extra. 

GREAT  PUBLIC  MEETING 

Of  the  citizens  of  Mlegany  county,  ai  the  court  house 
in  Cumberland,  Oct.  17,  1836. 

In  pursuance  of  public  notice,  an  unusually  large 
assemblage  of  the  people  of  Allegany  county,  with- 
out distinction  of  party,  convened  at  the  court 
house  in  the  town  of  Cumberland,  on  Monday  the 
17th  inst.  The  meeting  was  organized  by  calling 
Wm.  McMahon  to  the  chair,  assisted  by  Meshaclc 
Frost  and  Joseph  Dilley,  and  appointing  John  M. 
Bilchanan  secretary,  and  Singleton  Townshend  as- 
sistant secretary. 

The  object  of  the  meeting,  which  was  to  take 
into  consideration  the  present  important  crisis  in 
our  state  affairs,  was  stated  by  B.  S.  Pigman. 

James  Dixon,  (V.  B.)  of  Frederick,  having  been 
called  upon,  addressed  the  meeting  in  an  eloquent 
and  forcible  manner,  repudiating,  in  the  strongest 
terms,  the  conduct  of  the  IS  recusant  senatorial 
electors — denouncing  the  course  recommended  by 
them  as  leading  directly  to  collision  and  ultimate 
bloodshed.  On  concluding  his  remarks,  he  was 
heartily  and  unanimously  cheered  by  the  meeting. 

William  Price,  of  Hagerstown,  being  next  call- 
ed upon,  arose  and  addressed  the  meeting  in  his 
usual  happy  and  eloquent  manner,  depicting  the 
deplorable  condition  in  w'hich  the  state  will  be 
thrown  by  a perseverance  in  the  course  adopted  by 
the  recreant  electors.  He  sat  down  amidst  the 
applause  of  the  meeting. 

The  venerable  chairman  of  the  meeting — Wm. 
McMahon,  honest  and  true  to  the  last,  next  arose 

and  implored  the  meeting  in  the  name  of  God  to 
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pause  and  reflect  before  they  look  any  step  which  ( fervently  hope  that  such  rash  and  imprudent  couu- 
could,  by  possibility,  lead  to  a revolution — that  he  ! sels  will  be  discountenanced  by  the  good  sense, 
hoped  they  would  remain  firm,  and  stand  by  and  i virtue  and  patriotism  of  the  people,  and  for  this 


sustain  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  state.  He 
seemed  very  much  afi'ectod,  and  appeared  like  a fa- 
ther addressing  his  children,  and  in  taking  his  seat 
was  enthusiastically  cheered. 

Michael  C.  Sprig;;-  then  olFered  a preamble  and 
resolutions,  which  were  unanimously  adopted  by 
the  meeting — (save  the  single  dissenting  voice  of 
Mr.  Daniel  Blocher,  the  editor  of  the  Advocate.*) 

Whereas,  it  is  provided  by  the  constitution  of  this 
state  that  “the  electors  of  the  senate  meet  at  the 
city  of  Annapolis,  or  such  other  place  as  shall  be 
appointed  for  convening  the  legislature,  on  the  3d 
Monday  of  September,  1731,  and  on  the  same  day 
in  every  fifth  year  thereafter,  and  they,  or  any-  twen- 
ty-four of  them,  having  so  met,  shall  proceed  to 
elect  by  ballot,  either  out  of  their  own  body  or  the 
people  at  large,  fifteen  senators,  (nine  of  whom  to 
be  residents  on  the  western  and  six  to  be  residents 
on  the  eastern  shore),  men  of  the  most  wisdom,  ex- 
perience and  virtue,  above  twenty-five  years  of  age, 
and  residents  of  the  state  above  three  whole  years 
next  preceding  the  election.”  And  whereas  the 
people  of  the  several  counties  in  this  state,  under 
and  in  virtue  of  the  above  mentioned  constitutional 
injunction,  and  to  carry  the  same  into  full  eii'ect, 
did,  on  the  first  Monday  of  September  last,  appoint 
electors  to  meet  on  the  third  Monday  of  September, 
at  the  city  of  Annapolis,  to  elect  a senate  for  the 
state.  And  whereas  nineteen  of  the  said  electors, 
when  assembled  at  the  city  of  Annapolis,  on  the 
third  Monday  in  September,  to  elect  a senate,  re- 
fused to  qualify,  unless  the  majority  of  the  electors 
would  give  them  (the  minority)  the  choice  or  ap- 
pointment of  eight  senators,  a majority  of  the  se- 
nate, and,  under  a corrupt  and  fraudulent  conspiracy 
to  dissolve  the  government,  have  withdrawn  from 
the  electoral  college,  whereby  the  state  may  be  in- 
volved in  all  the  horrors  of  a revolution,  an  event 
which  ought,  above  all  things,  to  be  deprecated  by- 
all  good  citizens.  And  whereas  we  confidently  be- 
lieve that  any  useful  reform  or  alteration  in  the  con- 
stitution may  be  effected  in  the  way  appointed  out 
by  that  instrument,  or  by  a convention  legally  au- 
thorised, and  that  the  end  cannot  be  obtained  by  re- 
volution, which  the  course  adopted  by  a minority 
of  the  electors  clearly  indicates  as  the  measure  they 
and  their  adherents  are  resolved  to  pursue;  and 
whereas  we  are  utterly  opposed  to  a revolution, 
which  may  involve  us  in  all  the  frightful  horrors  of 
a civil  war,  tarnish  the  honor  of  the  state,  blast  her 
prosperity,  and  produce  a state  of  things,  the  con- 
sequences of  which  no  man  can  foresee, — and  hold 
in  abhorrence  the  conduct  of  men,  who,  elected  by 
the  people  to  perform  a specific  duty,  have  basely 
betrayed  their  trust,  and  brought  the  state  to  this 
momentous  crisis;  and  whereas,  at  the  late  election 
of  delegates  to  the  assembly,  on  the  first  Monday 
of  this  month,  when  the  conduct  and  views  of  the 
recusant  electors  were  fully  discussed  and  consider- 
ed, the  people  of  Maryland,  by  a large  and  decided 
majority  of  votes,  have  rebuked  and  condemned 
them,  and  have  rallied  in  support  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  state,  and  against  a revolution,  by  elect- 
ing to  the  house  of  delegate  sixty-onef  out  of  eigh- 
ty members,  opposed  to  any  revolutionary  move- 
ments— 

Therefore  resolved,  That  we  condemn  the  con- 
duct of  the  aforesaid  recusant  electors,  who,  having 
solicited  and  obtained  the  appointment  at  the  hands 
of  the  people,  betrayed  the  trust  reposed  in  them, 
by  basely  and  treacherously  refusing  to  attend  the 
electoral  college,  (as  enjoined  by  their  positive  ob- 
ligations to  the  constitution),  with  a view  to  dis- 
solve the  government  of  the  state. 

Resolved,  That  we  consider  a revolution  in  the 
state  at  (his  crisis,  the  greatest  of  all  conceivable 
calamities — that  we  deprecate  it  as  fraught  with 
certain  mischiefs,  and  recommended  to  us  not  even 
in  prospect  by  any  counterbalancing  good,  and  that 
as  peaceful  citizens  devotedly  attached  to  our  na- 
tive and  adopted  state,  and  feeling  a deep  and  abid- 
ing interest  in  her  honor  and  prosperity,  we  so- 
lemnly pledge  ourselves  to  sustain  tnc  government 
against  any  revolution. 

And  whereas,  we  have  understood  that  John  S. 
Sclhnan  has  returned  to  the  electoral  college,  with 
a view  to  the  appointment  of  a seriate — therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we  consider  his  conduct  in  that 
respect,  as  highly  honorable  and  patriotic 

Resolved,  That  as  we  cannot  approve,  we  will 
not  unite  or  co-operate  in  the  measures  recommend 
ed  at  some  late  meetings  in  Frederick  county,  as 
tending  directly  to  anarchy  and  confusion,  and  we 


purpose  we  recommend  that  district  meetin: 
held  throughout  the  county. 


:s  be 


which  is  ahvays  increasing.  All  this,  however, 
does  not  hinder  the  governing  powers  of  the  coun- 
try from  leading  a joyous  life.  The  budget  of 
liberty,  however,  is  not  less  in  a deficit  than  the 
, financial  one.  Except  the  time  of  the  censorship 


On  motion,  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  sign- 1 being  provisionally  established,  the  liberty  of 


ed  by  the  o dicers,  were  directed  to  be  printed  and 
copies  sent  throughout  the  state. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  was  then  adjourned. 

*WM.  McMAHON,  president. 

IMeshack  Frost,)  - • , , 

J.  T , , ’ > vice  presidents. 

*J0SF,1’H  Dilt.ey,  5 

*John  M.  Buchanan,  secretary. 

t Singleton  Townshend,  assistant  secretary. 

Presentment  of  the  eighteen  recusant  electors, 
by  the  grand  jury  of  Allegany  county. 

Tiie  grand  inquest  for  the  body  of  Allegany 
county  being  about  to  return  to  their  homes,  deem 
it  their  duty,  before  they  separate,  to  take  some 
notice  of  the  causes  which  have  led  to  the  present 
momentous  and  alarming  crisis  in  the  public  affairs 
of  our  state.  Certain  individuals,  entrusted  by  the 
people  with  the  duty  of  appointing  a senate  for  the 
state,  have  refused  to  execute  their  trust,  and  have 
left  the  state  without  a senate.  The  conduct  of 
those  men  is  without  excuse  or  palliation — they  in- 
tended to  secure  the  triumph  of  a party,  and,  fail- 
ing in  that,  to  subvert  the  government  and  endan- 
ger the  public  tranquillity.  The  grand  jurors  do, 
therefore,  present 

Charles  Magill,  Robert  Wason,  Casper  Quynn, 
John  Fisher,  George  Ellicott,  Ephraim  Bell,  Joshua 
Vansant,  John  Evans,  George  A.  Thomas,  Samuel 
Sutton,  Washington  Duvall,  Robert  T.  Keene,  M. 
Fountain,  Enoch  George,  John  B.  Thomas,  Sprigg 
Harwood,  Thomas  Pope,  Wesley  Linthicum,  as 
unfaithful  public  agents  and  disturbers  of  the  public 
peace. 

George  McCulloh,  foreman,  Alexander  King, 
*Mat’s.  Duckworth,  Henry  N.  Shaw,  *Joseph  Dil- 
ley,  *J.  L.  Browning,  John  Poland,  * John  Watts, 
Robert  Lashley,  Singleton  Tovvnshend,  Henry 
Brown,  *Peter  Krigbaum,  * George  Staup,  *An- 
drew  Rice.  * William  Robinson,  James  McCarty, 
*Joshua  Right,  *Thomas  Beall,  Henry  White, 
* Godfrey  Fazenbaker. 

Cumberland , Oct.  IS,  1836. 

[*Those  marked  with  a star  (*)  are  Van  Buren 
men — being  11  of  the  20  jurors.] 


*Van  Buren  paper. 

|Mr.  Buchanan,  of  this  county,  -although  a Van 
Buren  man,  is  avowedly  opposed  to  the  course  of 
the  IS  recusant  electors. 


SPIRIT  OF  THE  PARISIAN  JOURNALS. 
The  National  asserts  that  the  alliance  of  England 
with  France  is  about  to  be  dissolved;  but  at  the 
same  time,  that  this  alliance,  by  supporting  hitherto 
the  government  system  in  this  country,  has  done 
more  harm  than  good  to  its  liberties.  The  tendency 
of  the  French  cabinet  towards  the  absolutist  courts 
will  bring  to  pass  an  important  change  in  two  ca- 
pital points,  in  the  last  and  in  Spain.  From  the 
moment  that  France  separates  from  England,  and 
inclines  towards  another  alliance,  it  is  impossible 
that  the  relations  of  Russia  and  Turkey  can  be  re- 

farded  by  the  French  cabinet  in  the  same  light. 

'ranee  was  English  in  the  Levant:  it  ought  to 
have  been  neutral:  it  will  now  become  Russian.  In 
Spain  the  rupture  with  England  is  marked  by  the 
refusal  to  send  further  supplies;  but  this  apparent 
neutrality  cannot  be  persevered  in,  and  the  result 
will  be  the  adoption  of  the  cause  of  Don  Carlos, 
and  active  opposition  to  the  Spanish  revolution. 
At  home,  the  foundation  of  French  policy  will  not 
be  changed:  it  has  all  along  been  anti-democratic, 
and  it  will  be  so  still,  only  it  will  lose  the  gloss  of  a 
whig  alliance,  and  of  being  the  friends  of  the  queen 
of  Spain,  while,  in  order  that  nothing  may  be  want- 
ing to  it,  the  real  prime  minister  is  M.  Guizot,  who 
is  one  of  the  emigrees  of  Ghent. 

The  Courricr  Francais,  after  remarking  that  the 
country  is  now  again  about  to  be  subjected  to  a 
reaction,  and  to  the  influence  of  a ministry,  directed 
by  an  emigre  of'Ghent,  and  composed  of  partisans 
of  the  restoration,  shows  how  the  anti-liberal  prin- 
ciple has  been  steadily  at  work  ever  since  1830, 
and  how  the  immoveable  will  has  perpetuated  its 
ascendency  over  every  successive  cabinent  since 
that  period.  If  the  country  is  at  the  present  time 
in  arrear  instead  of  advance  of  its  state  twenty  years 
ago,  it  must  be  confessed,  that  in  many  points  of 
view,  things  have  changed.  Thus  the  country  has 
paid  the  milliard  of  emigrants;  the  400  millions  for 
the  counter  revolution  of  Spain;  about  100  millions 
towards  establishing  the  anarchy  of  Greece,  under 
king  Otho;  a good  sum  of  money,  more  than  ought 
to  have  been  paid,  for  Algiers;  and  700  or  800  mil- 
lions, for  the  extraordinary  expenses  of  the  first 
installation  of  the  government  of  July;  so  that,  from 
all  this,  it  results,  that  France  has  the  satisfaction 
of  learning  that  the  budget  is  every  year  in  deficit 


press  is  now  more  restrained  than  it  was  under  the 
restoration;  the  responsibility  of  ministers  and  their 
agents  is  more  illusory  than  ever;  freedom  of  re- 
ligious worship  is  exercised  by  the  exclusion  of 
new  religions,  aud  the  sealing  up  the  doors  of  dis- 
senting churches;  and  the  main  principle  of  the 
jury  is  violated.  Let  France  rejoice!  her  liberty  is 
advancing  in  the  same  way  as  her  finances;  let  her 
look  at  these  twenty  years  of  glory  and  progress 
with  exultation;  and,  above  all,  let  her  not  despair 
of  her  futurity:  has  she  not  the  charter,  that  is  now 
a truth,  and  a representative  government? 

The  Coustitutionel  savs  that  three  parliamentary 
questions  cannot  fail  of  being  brought  forward  next 
session,  each  of  which  will  be  fatally  contrary  to 
the  doctrinaires.  The  first  will  be  the  election  of 
three  new  vice  presidents;  and  no  doubt  the  three 
honorable  deputies,  members  of  the  late  ministry, 
who  have  already  filled  those  ollices.  will  be  re- 
elected. The  next  will  be  the  address;  a thing 
that  has  never  been  much  to  the  taste  of  the  coterie, 
and  now  will  be  less  so  than  ever.  There  are  cer- 
tain expressions  which  can  be  introduced  into  it, 
and  which  will  have  the  same  efl'ect  upon  them  as 
a drop  of  water  to  a hydrophobic  person;  concilia- 
tion and  generosity  will  not,  this  time  at  least,  be 
without  meaning.  The  third,  the  conversion  of  the 
rentes,  will  also  be  a stumbling  stone  to  them;  for 
who  is  to  give  way  on  that  question — the  actual 
ministers  or  the  chamber?  In  addition  to  all  this 
the  present  ministers  have,  not  only  as  a cause  of 
offence  towards  the  chamber,  the  having  replaced 
ministers  specially  approved  of  by  the  chamber,  but 
also  of  being,  every  one  of  them,  pure  doctrinaires. 
The  majority  will  not  submit  to  them.  The  ma- 
jority know  that,  besides  the  doctrinaires,  .other 
ministers  may  be  found,  better  disposed  to  give  sa- 
tisfaction to  the  desires  of  the  country. 

The  Bon  Sens  asserts  that  the  country  is  once 
more  in  the  full  tide  of  the  restoration;'  and  that, 
with  the  return  of  the  doctrinaires  the  press  reas- 
sumes all  the  power  it  did  not  like  to  exercise  with 
the  Tiers-parti.  The  press  becomes  what  it  was 
during  the  restoration:  it  is  called  on  to  defend,  as 
it  was  six  years  ago,  libertv  of  conscience  against 
the  invasions  of  Catholicism — liberty  of  person 
against  the  violence  of  a privileged  oligarchy — and 
the  principle  of  equality  against  Ihe  encroachments 
of  feudal  power,  for  a moment  restored  to  life.  Are 
the  doctrinaires  prepared  to  sustain  a fight  upon 
such  ground  as  this? 

The  Quotidienne  professes  that  it  cannot  conjec- 
ture in  what  way  M.  Guizot  intends  to  face  the 
chamber,  nor  how  he  can  hope  to  be  able  to  form  a 
majority.  There  arc,  besides,  it  adds,  elements  of 
disunion  in  the  cabinet  itself;  for  even  if  marshal 
Soult  were  to  join  it,  each  of  the  three  ministers, 
M.  Guizot,  M.  Mole,  and  the  marshal  himself, 
would  always  be  trying  to  get  rid  of  each  other,  in 
order  that  they  might  become  the  heads  of  the  cabi- 
net. M.  Guizot,  tlie  real  leader  of  the  ministry, 
represents  nothing  and  nobody  except  himself;  he 
is  hated  by  all  parties,  except  his  own.  To  get  rid 
of  this  odious  coterie,  it  is  a pity  that  the  law  against 
secret  associations  cannot  be  applied:  for  this,  how- 
ever, to  be  possible,  their  number  must  exceed 
twenty,  and  they  have  taken  good  care  in  this  re- 
spect to  keep  out  of  the  reach  of  the  law. 

The  Paix  says  that  the  doctrinaires  will  soon  find 
themselves  in  the  presence  of  the  chambers;  they 
will  then  have  nothing  to  do  to  make  their  system 
known;  they  will  have  no  date  to  inaugurate;  they 
will  only  have  to  appeal  to  the  1 Jill  October  and 
13th  March,  and  they  will  then  have  merely  to  de- 
mand of  the  chamber  whether  it  is  willing  to  con- 
tinue the  system  or  not.  This  time,  however,  there 
must  be  no  Tiers-parti ; there  will  only  be  a choice 
between  the  juste-milieu — in  other  words,  the  con- 
stitutional monarchy  and  the  compte-rendu — that  is 
to  say,  a monarchical  republic,  between  conserva- 
tion and  destruction.  It  is  for  the  deputies  to  make 
the  choice. 


*Van  Buren. 


fHarrison. 


GENERAL  JESUP. 

From  the  Montgomery  (Ala.)  Advertiser. 

We  publish  below  a correspondence  between  a 
committee  of  gentlemen  of  this  place,  and  major 
general  Jesup.  We  have  noticed  with  deep  regret, 
the  assaults  upon  the  well  earned  reputation  of  this 
distinguished  officer.  The  results  of  this  campaign 
prove  that  general  Jesup  was  prompt,  energetic 
and  skilful.  The  removal  of  the  Indians,  that  for 
years  has  been  the  object  of  fruitless  negotiation, 
has  been  accomplished  in  less  than  three  months 
under  his  vigorous  measures.  The  testimony  of 
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the  officers  and  men  of  our  state,  who  served  with 
general  Jesup  and  under  him,  has  been  uniform  to 
nis  high  and  chivalrous  character,  and  to  the  urba- 
nity of  his  manner's,  and  the  purity  of  his  life. 
That  the  American  people  should  permit  an  officer 
so  gifted  in  mind  and  intellectual  qualities  to  be  sa- 
crificed, is  what  cannot  for  one  moment  be  credited. 
General  Jesup  does  right  to  court  investigation. 
His  success  has  obscured  the  view  of  the  imbecility 
and  weakness  of  others,  and  those  “whose  purpose 
it  has  suited”  to  misrepresent  him,  will  find  any 
thing  but  satisfaction  in  the  exhibition  of  the  plain 
truth. 

The  general  will  carry  with  him  the  approbation 
of  Alabama  to  his  public  conduct,  and  the  gratitude 
of  her  people  for  his  faithful  attention  to  duties,  in 
the  performance  of  which  they  were  so  vitally  in- 
terested. 

Montgomery,  Ala.  Sept.  11,  1S36. 

General:  A portion  of  our  fellow  citizens  be- 
ing desirous  of  testifying  to  you,  the  high  appre- 
ciation of  the  eminent  services  rendered  "by  you  to 
the  country  during  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain; 
their  admiration  at  the  promptitude,  energy  and 
skill  you  have  displayed  in  bringing  the  disturb- 
ances among  the  Creek  Indians  to  a close,  and 
effecting  their  removal  from  the  borders  of  our 
state;  and  their  respect  for  you,  personally,  have 
appointed  the  undersigned  to  ascertain  from  you, 
at  what  time  it  would  suit  vout  convenience  to  at- 
tend a public  dinner  in  this  town. 

With  very  great  respect,  we  are,  general,  your 
obedient  servants, 

JOHN  A.  CAMPBELL, 

WM.  GllAHAM, 

GEO.  D.  SHORTRIDGE, 
EDWARD  HANRICK, 

N.  E.  BENSON, 

WILLIAM  KNOX, 

GEO.  WHITMAN, 

GEO.  GOLDTHWAITE,, 

To  may.  gen.  T/'ios.  S.  Jesup,  Tuslceegec,  Ala 

Fort  Mitchell,  Ala.  Sept.  23,  1836. 

Gentlemen:  I have  received  at  this  place  your 
letter  of  the  Hth  instant,  addressed  to  me  at  Tus- 
keegee.  Under  other  circumstances  than  those  in 
which  I ain  placed,  it  would  afford  me  great  plea- 
sure to  meet,  in  the  manner  they  propose,  that  por- 
tion of  my  fellow  citizens  of  Montgomery  whom 
you  represent.  But  it  has  suited  the  purposes  of 
others,  in  order  to  divert  public  attention  from  the 
facts  connected  with  the  Creek  campaign,  to  mis- 
represent my  conduct.  It  is  due  to  all  "that  an  in- 
vestigation take  place;  I shall  demand  it  so  far,  at 
least,  as  my  name  has  been  associated  with  my 
transactions  here,  public  or  private;  and  for  that 
purpose  I shall  proceed  to  the  north  the  moment 
my  duties  here  shall  have  been  brought  to  a close. 
Until  an  investigation  take  place,  and  my  reputa- 
tion be  rescued  from  the  odium  attempted  to  be 
fastened  upon  it,  I deem  it  due  to  myself  to  decline 
all  public  attentions  such  as  tendered  through  you. 
Whether  you  agree  with  me  in  opinion,  or  not,  as 
to  the  propriety  of  my  determination,  I feel  assured 
you  will  properly  appreciate  my  motives. 

Do  me  the  favor,  gentlemen,  to  present  my  grate- 
ful acknowledgments  to  my  fellow  citizens  in 
whose  behalf  you  act,  for  the  honor  conferred  upon 
me  by  your  invitation,  and  accept  for  yourselves 
my  warmest  thanks  for  the  flattering  terms  in  which 
you  have  thought  proper  to  notice  my  services.  I 
am,  gentlemen,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  THO.  S.  JESUP. 

To  Messrs.  Campbell,  Hanrick,  Shortridge,  Gra- 
ham., Knox,  Whitman,  Benson  and  Goldthwaite, 
committee. 


der  as  promptly  as  the  captain  thought  he  should,  | habit  or  the  means  of  acquiring  it.  He  left  his  na- 
the  moment  lie  did  come  on  deck,  the  captain  i five  state,  and  sought  a home  in  the  frontier  settle- 
knocked  him  down  with  a blow  of  the  fist,  and  then  j ments,  in  the  then  “far  west,”  where  I was  born,  in 
took  the  double  of  a two  inch  rope  and  gave  him  a a very  humble  shed,  and  reared,  not,  surely,  in  the, 
severe  flogging  with  it,  the  steward  having  no  lap  of  luxury.  AVith  my  mental  and  physical 
clothes  on  his  back  at  the  time  but  a linen  shirt. — ! powers  as  my  only  inheritance,  I was  brought  up  a 
About  a week  alter  the  vessel  left  Vera  Cruz,  the  j workingman,  or,  rather,  a workingboy — among  the 
captain  turned  the  steward  out  of  the  cabin  and  | people,  and  truly  one  of  them — and  I have  no  re- 
made him  go  forward  and  do  the  duty  of  a seaman;  ! gret  that  my  lot  was  so  cast.  I have  seen,  and 
and  on  the  same  day,  whilst  the  ship  was  under  ' known,  and  felt  how  much  of  manly  sense,  shrewd- 
:lose  reefed  topsails,  the  captain  ordered  the  steward  | ness  of  observation,  sterling  worth  and  generous 


to  go  aloft  and  loosen  the  top  gallantsail — which  the 
ship  could  not  then  carry,  it  was  blowing  so  hard — 
and  as  soon  as  the  steward  had  loosened  the  sail, 
the  captain  ordered  him  to  roll  it  up  again — a thing 
which  no  one  seaman  could  possibly  effect  in  the 
then  stormy  state  of  the  weatner.  On  another  oc- 
casion, when  the  rays  of  the  sun  were  so  scorching 
and  the  steward’s  eyes  so  bad  from  disease  that  he 
could  scarcely  keep  them  open,  the  captain  ordered 
him  to  scrape  the  masts,  a work  which  was  at  the 
time  totally  unnecessary.  The  steward  commenc- 
ed the  work,  but,  finding  that  it  caused  him  most 
intolerable  pain,  he  begged  of  the  captain  to  allow 
him  to  leave  it  off;  but,  instead  of  doing  so,  as  soon 
as  the  steward  had  finished  scraping  the  mast,  the 
captain  made  him  scrape  it  over  again.  The  ill 
treatment  inflicted  on  the  steward  soon  caused  him 
to  become  almost  totally  blind;  but  the  captain  con- 
tinued to  make  him  go  aioft,  until  the  crew  at  last 
remonstrated  against  sending  a man  aloft  whose 
blindness  rendered  him  incapable  of  doing  any  ser- 
vice there,  and  caused  him  to  run  the  risk  of  his 
life.  The  captain  continued  to  annoy  the  defendant 
in  one  way  or  other  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
voyage;  and  when  the  vessel  arrived  here,  the 
plaintiff  complained  to  the  British  consul,  who  dis- 
charged him  from  the  vessel,  and  he  commenced  the 

E resent  suit  against  the  captain  before  he  sailed  for 
Ingland.  Tliis  was  the  case  for  the  plaintilf. 

For  the  defence,  the  consignee  of  the  Mona  de- 
posed that  he  had  asked  the  plaintiff  how  the  cap- 
tain treated  him  during  the  voyage,  and  that  he  re- 
plied, “the  captain  had  been  very  kind  to  him,  and 
that  he  had  no  complaint  against  him:”  but,  on  be- 
ing cross  examined,  the  consignee  said  he  could  riot 
recollect  the  exact  expressions  made  use  of  by  the 
plaintiff.  It  was  also  elicited  from  the  consignee, 
that  the  defendant  had  left  him  $800  to  meet  the 
demand  consequent  upon  the  suit. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  $800.  For  the  plain- 
tiff, Mr.  Muloch. 


LAAV  CASE. 

From  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce. 

CIRCUIT  COURT,  SEPTEMBER  30TH. JUDGE  ED- 

WARDS  PRESIDING. 

George  Allen  vs.  Hugh  Rowland.  This  was  an 
action  to  recover  damages  for  ill  treatment  received 
by  the  plaintiff,  who  was  a seaman  on  board  the 
British  barque  Mona,  from  the  defendant,  who  was 
captain  of  said  vessel.  In  the  month  of  March, 
1835,  the  Mona  sailed  from  London  to  go  to  Vera 
Cruz,  and  from  there  to  New  York,  having  on  board 
the  plaintiff,  who  had  shipped  as  steward,  at  the 
rate  of  30s.  per  month,  whilst  the  other  seamen 
were  paid  40s.  The  plaintiff,  however,  took  the 
lower  wages  and  lighter  work  of  a steward,  in  order 
to  avoid  hardship  or  exposure  to  the  weather,  as  his 
health  was  then  delicate,  and  his  eyes  were  affected 
with  some  disease;  and  it  appeared  that  the  defend- 
ant was  not  ignorant  of  the  reasons  which  induced 
the  plaintiff  to  select  the  situation  of  steward. — 
The  day  alter  the  vessel  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz,  the 
defendant  ordered  him  to  come  on  deck  and  help  to 
get  out  the  long  boat;  and  as  he  did  not  obey  the  or- 


THOMAS  EWING  OF  OHIO. 

The  following  letter  was  addressed  by  Mr.  Ew- 
ing to  a committee  of  the  workingmen  of  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio,  in  reply  to  a letter  from  them  request- 
ing him  to  attend  and  address  a meeting  of  that 
body. 

Lancaster,  Oct.  3,  1S36. 

Gentlemen:  I received  your  favor  of  the  27th 
ult.  inviting  me,  in  behalf  of  the  workingmen  of 
Cincinnati,  to  attend  and  address  a meeting  to  be 
held  by  them  on  the  Sth  instant. 

I would  accept  the  invitation  with  pleasure  if  my 
other  engagements  would  permit  it,  but  unfortu- 
nately they  do  not.  I must,  therefore,  deny  myself 
the  gratification  which  I should  feel  in  meeting 
with  so  many  of  my  fellow  citizens,  and  joining 
with  them  in  the  discussion  of  subjects  important 
to  the  character  of  our  state,  and  to  the  pure  repub- 
lican institutions  of  our  country.  I should  be  the 
more  gratified  to  be  with  them,  as  I am  assured 
they  are,  what  they  profess  to  be,  real  working- 
men— a portion  of  the  hard-handed  and  sound- 
hearted  yeomen  and  mechanics  of  our  country: 
men,  on  whose  intelligence,  integrity  and  patriot- 
ism, our  republican  constitution  must  rest  as  the 
surest  and  strongest  pillar  which  sustains  and  sup- 
ports it. 

You  have  been  kind  enough,  in  the  letter  which 
you  wrote  in  their  behalf,  to  speak  in  terms  grate 
ful  to  my  feelings  of  the  taunts  and  sneers  which 
have  been  cast  out  against  me  for  having  once  been 
a workingman,  and  having  labored  with  my  own 
hands  for  my  support  and  advancement.  Many 
false  things  have  been  said  and  written  of  me,  but 
this  is  not  one  of  them.  This  is  true.  I admit  the 
charge  to  the  full  extent.  And  if  the  workingman 
be  unworthy  to  rise  to  the  elevated  stations  in  our 
republic,  then  I am  unworthy.  If  wealthy  parent- 
age, tender  nurture,  and  youth  spent  in  ease,  in  in- 
dulgence or  luxury,  be  essential  to  qualify  a man 
for  office  in  a republic,  then  am  I not  qualified,  for 
I have  none  of  those  advantages.  Mv  father  was 
poor,  and  lived  a life  of  hardship  and  privation. 
AVhen  young  he  was  a subaltern  officer  of  the  revo- 
lution, and  shared  the  fortune  of  many  of  the  ardent 
youth  of  that  day,  who  devoted  themselves  to  the 
I same  glorious  cause.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he 
I was  cast  upon  the  world  without  property,  or  the 


feeling,  are  concealed  beneath  the  rough  exterior 
of  the  plain  workingmen  of  our  country.  1 know 
them  well,  for  I have  been  an  inmate  of  their  homes, 
a guest  at  their  tables,  and  one  amid  the  social  cir- 
cle around  their  firesides;  and  I look  back  to  those 
scenes,  not  only  with  pleasure,  but  with  pride.  1 
am  proud  to  feel  that  I carry  with  me  something  of 
the  true  character  and  spirit  of  the  American  work- 
ingman. I was  early  imbued  with  that  spirit— I 
imbibed  it  in  infancy — I grew  up  with  it  to  man- 
hood, and  I trust  I shall  retain  it  to  the  latest  period 
of  my  life.  And  if  to  these  characteristics,  which 
I claim  with  them  as  our  common  heritage — if  to 
their  sound  good  sense,  just  moral  feeling,  patriotic 
devotion  and  firmness  in  support  of  the  right,  I have 
been  able  to  add  that  knowledge  which  is  the  fruit 
of  long  and  laborious  study — that  facility  for  busi- 
ness which  springs  from  habit — something  of  lite- 
rary taste,  and  a talent  for  public  speaking,  which 
enables  me  to  bring  the  powers  of  my  mind  and 
my  stores  of  knowledge  into  use,  then  I claim  that, 
even  without  the  advantage  of  high  birth  or  early 
fortune,  I am  fit  to  st^.nd  forth  in  the  presence  of 
the  nation  as  the  true  representative  of  the  people 
of  my  state. 

In  the  elevated  station  to  which  their  partiality 
has  called  me,  I have  still  been  a workingman.  I 
have  not  wasted  my  time  in  idleness,  nor  my  ener- 
gies in  the  haunts  of  dissipation;  but  have  devoted 
myself  fully  and  entirely  to  my  official  duties — the 
service  of  my  state  and  of  the  union.  I am  now 
assailed  with  a virulence  heretofore  unknown  in  the 
annals  of  our  political  warfare:  those  who  have  fix- 
ed their  eyes  on  the  revenues  of  the  general  post 
office,  the  public  treasury  and  the  public  lands,  and 
marked  them  as  their  plunder  and  their  spoils,  now 
rage  with  fury  against  me.  I am  not  surprised  at 
it.  I stand  in  their  path,  and  they  have  been  so 
long  kept  back  from  tne  tempting  bait  that  they#rc 
now  hungry  and  fierce  for  their  prey.  If  I had 
been  dull  and  inefficient — if  I had  slept  on  my  post — 
or,  especially,  if  I had  connived  at  the  villany  which 
I saw  practised,  I might  have  been  permitted  to 
pass  without  reproach,  and  probably  received  as  a 
favorite  by  those  who  now  assail  me. 

But  I did  not,  for  my  very  nature  forbade  it — I 
did  not  calculate  chances,  or  weigh  the  advantage, 
which  one  course  of  conduct  would  bring,  or  the 
dangers  to  which  another  would  expose  me.  A 
sentinel  on  the  watch-tower,  I had  no  choice  but  to 
give  warning  of  danger  when  I saw  it  approaching. 
Placed  in  the  breach,  I must  defend  my  post,  until 
the  people  could  rally  and  come  to  my  rescue. — 
And  whether  I now  be  sustained  by  their  cheering 
voices,  or  be  borne  down  by  the  multitude,  and  the 
malice  of  my  enemies,  I regret  nothing  of  my 
course,  and  shall  never  wish  that  I had  changed  ii. 
One  of  its  consequences  only  I look  to  with  anxiety 
and  pain — it  is,  that  many  good  men,  all  deceived 
by  the  base  falsehoods  which  have  for  years  been 
invented  and  circulated  against  me,  withhold  from 
me  that  approbation  to  which  I feel  I am  entitled 
at  their  hands,  and  which  I know  they  would  ex- 
tend to  me,  if  they  could  be  undeceived  as  to  my 
political  course. 

Be  kind  enough  to  communicate  my  sentiments 
to  the  meeting,  and  believe  me,  with  great  respect, 
your  obedient  servant,  T.  EWING. 

BALTIMORE  AND  SUSQUEIIANNAII  RAIL 
ROAD. 

Office  of  the  Baltimore  and  Susqvehannah 
Rail  road  company,  Oct.  11  th,  1836. 

To  the  stockholders  of  the  Baltimore  and  Susquehan- 
na h rail  road  company: 

Gentlemen:  The  president  and  directors  re- 
spectfully submit  to  you  their  ninth  annual  report 
of  the  operations  of  the  company. 

In  their  last  report  you  were  informed  that  the  ge- 
neral route  of  the  road  to  York  had  been  decided  on 
by  the  board,  after  a deliberate  examination  of  the 
results  of  the  surveys  instituted  throughout  the  in- 
tervening country.  In  the  past  year  two  divisions 
of  the  “Baltimore  and  Susquehannah”  and  one  of 
the  “York  and  Maryland  line”  rail  roads,  embrac- 
ing the  whole  line  from  Timonium  to  York,  were 
successively  put  under  contract,  as  the  final  loca- 
tions were  completed;  and,  except  upon  a few  small 
sections,  the  construction  of  both  roads  is  now  in 
active  progress  throughout  their  entire  extent. — 
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The  “Wrightsville  and  York”  rail  road,  which  will 
connect  with  the  “York  and  Maryland  line”  road, 
thereby  forming  a continuous  line  of  rail  road  from 
Baltimore  to  the  Susquehannah  river,  is  steadily 
advancing,  and  will,  it  is  expected,  be  completed 
before  the  road  can  be  opened  from  this  to  York. 

During  the  winter  and  early  part  of  the  spring, 
the  unusual  inclemency  of  the  weather  was  such 
that  but  little  work  could  be  done;  and  when  at 
length  the  season  became  more  propitious,  the  ope- 
rations of  the  contractors  were  unexpectedly  retard- 
ed by  the  great  scarcity  of  laborers.  Every  exer- 
tion was  made  to  increase  the  force  employed;  but 
it  was  found  that  from  the  number  of  public  works 
which  were  carried  on  in  different  parts  of  the 
country,  the  demand  for  hands  was  greater  than 
could  be  supplied.  Towards  the  latter,  part  of  the 
summer,  however,  the  healthiness  of  the  country 
along  the  line  of  our  works  attracted  many  from 
less  favored  districts;  and  for  some  months  past  the 
construction  of  the  road  has  advanced  with  energy 
and  rapidity.  Upon  many  sections,  the  graduation 
and  masonry  are  nearly  completed,  and  throughout 
the  line  the  amount  of  work  done  bears  witness  to 
the  zeal  and  diligence  of  the  contractors.  The 
bridges,  which  will  be  of  wood,  upon  the  plan  of 
colonel  Long,  are  also  preparing;  and  the  board 
have  the  fullest  confidence,  that  long  before  the  pe- 
riod shall  arrive  for  their  next  annual  report,  they 
will  have  announced  the  opening  of  a direct  and 
regular  channel  of  communication  with  Pittsburgh, 
and  all  the  widely  extended  country  which  is  in- 
tersected by  the  great  works  of  Pennsylvania. — 
The  accompanying  report  of  the  chief  engineer 
will  shew  more  particularly  the  character  and 
amount  of  the  work  done  on  the  different  sections 
of  the  road. 

In  the  month  of  December  last,  contracts  were 
made  in  England  for  the  whole  quantity  of  iron 
rails  which  will  be  required,  including  an  amount 
sufficient  to  lay  down  a new  tract  from  Baltimore 
to  Timonium.  For,  since  the  construction  of  that 
road,  experience  has  shewn  that  true  economy  pre- 
scribes the  use  of  a rail  of  strength  sufficient  to  bear 
locomotive  engines  of  considerable  weight,  whilst 
it  can  at  the  same  time  be  laid  down  with  much 
less  timber  than  was  formerly  employed.  That 
adopted  by  the  board  is  a modification  of  the  T. 
rail  designed  by  J.  Trimble,  chief  engineer  of 
the  company,  which  has  been  highly  approved  by 
tftose  qualified  to  judge  of  its  merits — Being  of  the 
weight  of  nearly  60  lbs.  to  the  yard,  it  will  be  sim- 
ply laid  upon  wooden  sleepers,  or  stone  blocks, 
dispensing  entirely  with  the  string-piece.  A very 
heavy  and  constant  source  of  expense  in  the  an- 
nual repairs  required  upon  the  wooden  superstruc- 
ture of  a rail  road,  far  exceeding  the  interest  upon 
the  additional  cost  of  the  heavy  iron  rails  will  be 
thereby  avoided,  whilst  at  the  same  time  they  can 
with  ease  be  kept  in  a proper  state  of  adjustment, 
and  the  transportation  over  them  can  be  carried  on 
with  increased  rapidity,  safety  and  economy. — 
The  average  cost  in  England  of  the  rails,  (of  which 
upwards  of  2,200  tons  have  already  arrived  here) 
will  be  about  £ 10  6s.  sterling  per  ton;  a much 
lower  price  than  they  could  have  been  obtained  for 
at  any  period  subsequent?  to  the  date  of  the  con- 
tracts. Ten  locomotive  engines  have  also  been 
contracted  for,  in  this  country  and  in  England;  all 
of  which  arc  to  be  delivered  in  the  course  of  the 
ensuing  winter  and  spring. 

Before  laying  down  the  new  rails  upon  the  old 
division  of  the  road,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  board, 
if  they  have  the  means  within  their  power,  so  to 
change  its  location  in  several  places,  as  to  avoid 
many  of  the  curves  of  small  radius,  which  are 
found  to  offer  much  interruption  to  rapid  motion 
with  steam  power  upon  the  road.  As  none  can 
doubt  the  importance  of  making  as  perfect  as  prac- 
ticable, a road  which  must  always  be  one  of  the 
great  avenues  from  Baltimore  to  the  west,  and  will 
for  a time  be  the  only  one  of  the  same  character,  it 
is  the  earnest  wish  of  the  board,  and  they  are  fully 
satisfied  that  all  the  means  in  their  power  should 
be  used,  so  to  reconstruct  the  old  division  of  the 
road,  as  to  render  the  facilities  of  transportation 
upon  it,  equal  to  those  which  will  characterize  the 
residue  of  the  road  to  York.  As  the  rails  must,  at 
all  events,  be  renewed,  it  is  evident  that  the  de- 
sired improvements  in  the  location  can  be  made  at 
the  same  time  at  far  less  expense  and  inconvenience 
than  at  any  future  period. 

With  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  best  mode  of 
extending  the  road  into  the  city,  surveys  have  been 
made  through  different  streets,  but  the  board  have 
as  yet  taken  no  further  action  on  the  subject. 

The  amount  of  the  loan  authorised  to  be  made  to 
the  comnany  from  the  state  treasury  by  the  act  of 
December,  1834,  cb.  241,  was  one  million  of  dollars, 
the  whole  of  which  has  been  received.  This  sum 
was  believed  by  the  board  sufficient  for  the  com- 


pletion of  the  road  to  York;  and  it  would  probably 
have  been  adequate  not  only  to  the  construction  of 
the  road,  but  also  to  the  procuring  of  the  means  of 
transportation  upon  it,  but  for  the  great  advance 
which  took  place  in  the  price  of  labor  and  materials 
after  the  passage  of  the  act.  For  instance  the  price 
of  the  common  flat  bar  rail  road  iron,  which  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year  1835,  was  £6  17 s.  6 d. 
sterling  per  ton,  had  advanced  at  the  time  of  the 
contracts  made  by  the  company,  to  between  £8  and 
£9,  and  rose  in  the  next  month  to  £11.  But  the 
board  were  fully  satisfied  that  every  motive  of  sound 
policy  required  them  to  adopt  a rail  of  different 
form  and  much  greater  weight  than  the  flat  bar  rail; 
and  they  accordingly,  as  before  stated,  selected  the 
one  recommended  by  the  engineer,  although  the 
usual  cost  of  rails  of  that  description  is  40  shillings 
per  ton  higher  than  that  of  the  flat  rail.  In  addition 
to  the  enhanced  price  of  the  iron,  the  cost  of  the 
new  rail  is  more  lhan  five  times  as  great  as  that  of 
the  rail  formerly  laid  down,  owing  to  its  much 
greater  weight.  The  number  of  tons  of  iron  rails 
and  fastenings  required  per  mile  for  each  track  of 
the  new  road  is  94;  whilst  upon  the  old  road  to 
Timonium  were  used  not  more  than  17  tons  per 
mile  for  a single  track.  A similar  increase  in  the 
wages  of  labor  likewise  added  to  the  cost  of  gradu- 
ation. Throughout  the  summer  the  wages  paid  by 
the  contractors,  have  been  $2  per  day. 

But  notwithstanding  the  enhanced  cost  of  the  road 
above  the  estimates  of  1834,  arising  from  the  cir- 
cumstances mentioned  above,  the  board  are  yet  sa- 
tisfied that  the  loan  furnished  by  the  state,  will  suf- 
fice for  the  completion  of  the  road  from  Timonium 
to  York.  For  the  purpose,  however,  of  procuring 
the  requisite  means  of  transportation  upon  it,  of  es- 
tablishing proper  depots,  of  altering  the  location  of 
the  old  road,  and  of  extending  it  into  the  city,  a 
greater  amount  of  funds  will  be  required  than  the 
board  now  have  at  their  disposal.  But  they  cannot 
anticipate  that  any  difficulties  will  be  permitted  to 
interrupt  the  successful  prosecution  of  your  enter- 
prize  when  on  the  very  point  of  its  completion;  or 
that  after  so  long  and  arduously  contending  with 
rival  states,  to  regain  a portion  of  that  western  com- 
merce which  was  once  her  own,  the  city  of  Balti- 
more will  not  be  prompt  to  grasp  with  avidity,  the 
glorious  prize,  when  it  shall  be  shewn  to  be  brought 
again  unquestionably  within  her  reach. 

An  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
the  company  to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1836,  has 
been  heretofore  submitted  to  you.  From  that  day 
to  the  1st  October  inst.  they  were  respectively  as 
follows,  viz: 

Balance  on  hand  1st  January,  1836,  538,543  79 

Eeceipts. 

From  state  of  Maryland  250,000  00 

“ transportation  12,265  50 

“ interest  on  loan  14,489  55 

“ sale  of  instruments  205  00  276,960  00 


Expenditures. 

Expenses  of  office  1,207  43 

Salaries,  (prest.  & sec’y.)  1,811  61 

Depots  301  00 

Interest  (paid  state)  28,125  00 

Transportation  12,588  64 

New  roads,  viz: 

Graduation  & ma- 
sonry 186,919  68 

Contingencies  of 


815,503  84 


construction 

950 

01 

Iron  rails 

107,258 

01 

City  division 

167 

50 

Timonium  div. 

353 

22 

Lumber 

2,017 

22 

Wagon  depart- 

ment 

1,526 

92 

Printing  & ad- 

vertising 

386 

25 

York&Md.L. 

R.  R.  Co. 

14,286 

09 

Damages 

6,454 

43 

Balance  on  hand  $451,180  93 

The  whole  amount  of  transportation  of  the  year 
is  $13,283  99,  of  which  $1,018  46  is  not  yet.  col- 
lected. 

The  expenditures  for  transportation  have  been 
increased  by  the  carriage  of  materials  for  the  new 
road,  for  which  no  charge  has  been  made. 

Since  the  date  of  this  account  the  last  instalment 
of  the  loan  from  the  state,  amount  to  $250,000  has 
been  received,  increasing  by  that  amount  the  ba- 
lance on  hand. 

Before  concluding  this  report,  the  board  would 
take  occasion  to  submit  for  your  consideration  a few 
general  remarks  upon  the  results  which  may  be  an- 
ticipated from  the  completion  ot  your  road.  The 
great  works  of  internal  improvement  in  the  state  of 


Years. 

No.  of 
boats. 

No.  of 
cars. 

No.  o f miles 
trav.bypas. 

Amount  of  tolh 
received. 

1830 

27,012 

90 

1S31 

38,241 

20 

1832 

152,780 

50,909 

57 

1833 

878,315 

151,419 

69 

1834 

664 

349 

4,085,191 

309,789 

15 

1835 

760 

774 

11,231,924 

684,357 

77 

Pennsylvania,  with  which  it  is  the  primary  object 
of  this  company  to  form  a connexion  on  the  banks 
of  the  Susquehannah,  being  now  in  full  and  success- 
ful operation,  the  effects  which  have  been  produc- 
ed by  their  completion  are  objects  of  the  deepest 
interest  to  you,  and  are  of  vital  importance  to  the 
city  of  Baltimore. 

By  the  last  annual  report  of  the  canal  commis- 
sioners to  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  it  ap- 
pears that  on  the  1st  November,  1835,  that  state  had 
completed  upwards  of  600  miles  of  canal  and  slack- 
water  navigation,  and  nearly  120  miles  rail  road; 
and  that  at  the  same  time  there  were  completed,  or 
in  a course  of  construction  by  different  incorporat- 
ed companies  within  the  state,  about  400  miles  of 
canal  and  520  miles  rail  road.  This  was  previous 
to  the  very  liberal  aid  which  at  the  last  regular 
session  of  the  Pennsylvania  legislature  was  extend- 
ed to  works  of  internal  improvement  in  every  quar- 
ter of  the  state;  the  effect  of  which  will  soon  be- 
come visible  in  the  addition  to  the  foregoing  list  of 
many  miles  both  of  rail  roads  and  canals. 

The  returns  of  the  transportation  upon  the  works 
constructed  by  the  state  alone,  since  they  were  first 
opened  for  public  use,  were  as  follows,  viz: 


The  receipts  by  the  state  as  above,  were  exclu- 
sively for  tolls  and  for  the  use  of  motive  power  on 
the  rail  roads,  which  is  furnished  by  her— the  trans- 
portation being  carried  on,  and  the  freight  of  course 
received  by  individuals  and  companies.  The  pay- 
ments to  the  state  for  the  year  1835,  were — 

For  amount  of  tolls  on  canals  $403,068  43 
For  “ “ on  rail  roads  194,623  24 

For  motive  power  on  “ 86,726  10 

$6S4,357  77 

The  quantities  of  a few  of  the  principal  articles 
transported,  were  as  follows,  viz: 

Flour,  .....  263,662  bbls. 

Wheat,  ....  243,559  bush. 

Corn  and  grain,  . . . 393,315  “ 

Tobacco,  ....  6,715,542  lbs. 

Iron,  ....  53,797,710  “ 

Merchandise,  . . . 36,S59,711  “ 

Groceries,  . . . 23,335,993  “ 

Leather,  . . : . 1,664,718  “ 

Mineral  coal,  ....  121,995  tons. 

Whiskey  and  Dom.  spirits,  . 1,241,384  galls. 

Sawed  lumber,  . . . 14,528,557  feet. 

From  the  above  statements  some  idea  may  be 
formed  of  the  vast  amount  of  that  internal  trade, 
which  circulates  throughout  the  state  the  life  blood 
of  her  prosperity,  and  of  which  the  amount  during 
the  present  year  is  understood  to  have  far  exceeded 
that  of  any  former  period. 

But  the  value  of  the  Pennsylvania  works  is  not 
to  be  estimated  solely  by  the  magnitude  of  the 
trade  which  is  even  now  transported  over  them.— 
By  the  progressive  completion  of  the  various  lines 
of  communication  west  and  north  of  Pittsburgh, 
the  commercial  importance  of  that  place  and  the 
amount  of  internal  trade  which  will  there  centre, 
must  every  year  be  rapidly  augmented;  whilst  the 
resources  of  the  region  of  the  country  traversed  by 
the  improvements  which  follow  the  north  and  west 
branches  of  the  Susquehannah  have  scarcely  yet 
begun  to  be  developed.  And  by  the  rail  road  com- 
munication now  forming  between  Williamsport,  on 
the  west  branch  canal,  and  Elmira  or  Newtown, 
situated  on  the  New  York  and  Erie  rail  road,  an 
avenue  will  be  opened  to  the  fertile  regions  of  the 
Genessee,  and  a connexion  will  be  formed  with 
both  the  Erie  canal  and  the  New  York  and  Erie 
rail  road,  at  points  from  both  of  which  the  distances 
to  the  city  of  New  York  will  much  exceed  those  to 
Baltimore. 

It  is  to  the  Baltimore  and  Susquehannah  rail  road 
that  we  look  to  secure  to  the  city  of  Baltimore  a 
participation  in  the  immense  trade  of  which  we 
nave  spoken.  The  great  line  of  communication 
from  Pittsburgh  to  the  Atlantic  cities,  is  by  canals 
and  the  Portage  rail  road,  to  Columbia;  and  thence 
by  the  Columbia  rail  road,  a distance  of  81  3-4 
miles  to  Philadelphia.  From  Columbia  to  Balti- 
more the  distance  by  the  rail  road  now'  constructing 
will  not  exceed  70  miles.  Wc  will  therefore  have 
the  same  mode  of  access  to  the  Pennsylvania  ca- 
nals, which  is  enjoyed  by  Philadelphia,  with  the 
difference  of  distance  in  our  favor;  and  on  the  other 
hand,  will  be  given  to  the  agriculturist  and  manu- 
facturer of  Pennsylvania,  the  reciprocal  advantage 
of  being  enabled,  after  transporting  his  commodi- 
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ties  to  Columbia,  there  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  a 
choice  of  markets  between  two  rival  cities,  each 
striving  to  oiler  such  inducements  as  may  attract 
his  custom.  The  distance  from  Pittsburgh  to  Bal- 
timore by  this  route  will  not  exceed  382  miles;  and 
if  it  be  the  interest  of  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania 
to  open  the  cheapest  and  shortest  routes  to  the  mar- 
kets tor  their  produce,  the  construction  of  a rail 
road  from  York  to  Harrisburgh  will  probably  effect 
a further  reduction  in  that  distance  of  at  least  10 
miles. 

The  distance  from  Lake  Erie  to  Elmira  by  the 
New  York  and  Erie  rail  road  will  be  205  miles,  and 
thence  to  New  York  303  miles;  whilst  that  from 
Elmira  to  Baltimore,  by  the  rail  road  to  Williams- 
ort,  and  thence  by  the  Pennsylvania  canals,  will 
e but  245,  a difference  in  favor  of  Baltimore  of  58 
miles.  From  Elmira  by  the  Chemung  canal,  the 
Seneca  lake  and  Seneca  canal,  the  distance  to  Mon- 
tezuma, on  the  Erie  canal,  is  84  miles,  making  the 
whole  distance  from  Baltimore  to  Montezuma  329 
miles,  whilst  that  from  Montezuma  to  New  York 
by  the  Erie  canal  is  366,  a difference  in  our  favor 
of  37  miles.  Through  the  Susquehannah  route, 
therefore,  the  city  of  Baltimore  will  be  placed  near- 
er to  Lake  Erie  than  is  the  city  of  New  York,  and 
may  enter  into  competition  with  her  for  that  trade 
of  which  the  latter  has  now  the  monopoly;  and  that 
this  route  will  become  the  great  and  national  chan- 
nel of  communication  between  the  north  and  south 
for  travellers,  and  for  the  United  States  mail,  can- 
not be  questioned,  since  from  Lake  Erie  to  Balti- 
more the  distance  by  it  will  be  but  450  miles,  whilst 
between  the  same  points,  by  the  route  via  New 
York  and  Philadelphia,  it  will  be  706,  a difference  of 
256  miles. 

Such  arc  the  benefits  which  the  city  of  Balti- 
more has  to  expect  from  the  completion  of  your 
enterprise.  The  disadvantages  under  which  her 
traders  have  labored,  have  been  sorely  felt;  and 
during  the  past  year  it  has  in  repeated  instances 
happened  that  sales  have  been  effected  in  this  city, 
of  goods  destined  for  the  western  markets,  only  on 
condition  that  the  vender  would  at  his  own  cost 
deliver  them  in  Philadelphia,  whence  they  were  to 
be  transported  along  the  canals  of  the  Susquehan- 
nah valley.  But  when  a direct  communication 
shall  be  afforded  from  Baltimore  to  the  same  canals, 
a wide  field  will  be  thrown  open  to  the  commercial 
enterprise  of  her  citizens,  and  all  their  energies 
will  have  ample  room  for  exercise.  Like  the  mag- 
nificent Susquehannah  itself,  the  commerce  of  a 
region  almost  unbounded  in  extent,  will  flow  from 
a thousand  sources,  until  uniting  upon  her  banks, 
it  rolls  along  in  one  wide  stream  of  wealth. — 
Through  your  exertions,  Baltimore  will  be  enabled 
to  enter  upon  favorable  terms  into  the  zealous  com- 
petition with  which  her  rivals  seek  to  divert  to 
themselves  the  fertilizing  branches  of  this  mighty 
current,  and  to  the  activity  and  industry  of  her  ci- 
tizens may  we  safely  trust  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  advantages  you  will  have  placed  within  their 
reach. 

With  the  prospect  then  of  at  length  reaping  the 
full  reward  of  your  labors,  the  president  and  direc- 
tors cannot  but  offer  their  congratulations  to  the 
stockholders,  upon  the  advance  of  their  work  to- 
wards completion.  Looking  to  all  the  considera- 
tions which  give  value  to  a rail  road,  the  board  still 
entertain  the  most  confident  belief  that  the  revenue 
which  the  Baltimore  and  Susquehannah  rail  road 
will  yield,  will  fully  justify  the  most  sanguine  ex- 
pectations which  they  have  held  forth,  and  they  as 
firmly  trust  that  the  advantages  which  will  accrue 
from  it  to  the  city  of  Baltimore,  will  be  at  least  as 
great  as  have  been  represented.  By  order  of  the 
board,  CHARLES  HOWARD,  president. 


MR.  DALLAS’  LETTER. 

Jin  examination  of  the  late  letter  of  G.  M.  Dallas, 
esq.  to  certain  persons  in  Pennsylvania. 

Communicated  for  the  Baltim  ore  Patriot. 

The  hostility  felt  or  professed  by  the  Van  Buren 
party  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States  is  truly  sur- 
prising. So  long  as  that  institution  existed  under  a 
charter  derived  from  the  federal  government,  there 
were  at  least  plausible  reasons  for  disliking  and  op- 
posing it.  The  most  enlightened  men  differed  very 
honestly  on  the  question  of  its  constitutionality, 
and  the  most  honest  men  did  not  agree  as  to  thy  in- 
tegrity of  its  management  and  administration. — 
Whether  the  friends  or  the  foes  of  the  institution 
were  right,  it  is  not  my  present  purpose  to  inquire. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  I am  at  a loss  to  perceive  the  ap- 
plicability of  the  same  objections  to  it  under  its 
present  charter,  which  were  so  strenuously  and  ef- 
fectually urged  while  it  existed  as  a creature  of  the 
federal  government.  The  question  of  its  constitu- 
tionality no  longer  exists,  and  its  capacity  for  mis- 
chief, which  it  is  charged  with  having  exerted  so  ex- 
tensively and  unscrupulously,  is  effectually  destroy- 


ed by  the  limitations  of  its  present  charter.  Never- 
theless, it  is  still  pursued  with  the  most  bitter  hos- 
tility; and  that,  too,  by  a large  portion  of  the  very 
people  who  derive  from  it  the  most  important  bene- 
fits, and  who  have  therefore  the  strongest  interest 
to  support  it.  1 presume  that  they  understand  their 
own  motives,  but  they  may  not  find  it  an  easy  thing 
to  justify  their  course  to  the  cool  and  dispassionate 
judgment  of  the  people  of  their  sister  states. 

I have  no  concern,  however,  with  this  subject  in 
its  connexion  with  party  politics  in  Pennsylvania 
or  elsewhere.  My  attention  has  been  called  to  it 
only  by  the  recent  letter  of  the  hon.  G.  M.  Dallas 
to  the  “democratic  corresponding  committee  of 
Smithfield,  Bradford  county,  Pennsylvania;”  a let- 
ter which,  in  my  opinion,  does  him  no  honor,  either 
as  a lawyer  or  as  a statesman.  I will  not  pause  to 
criticise  that  production  in  its  style  and  manner. — 
It  is  so  much  the  fashion  of  the  present  day  for  the 
friends  of  the  administration  to  flatter  gen.  Jackson 
both  in  season  and  out  of  season,  that  we  naturally 
expect  something  of  the  sort,  on  all  occasions  which 
present  the  least  chance  for  the  language  of  adula- 
tion to  be  heard.  From  such  a man  as  Mr.  Dallas, 
however,  we  had  a right  to  expect  that  flattery,  how- 
ever liberally  bestowed,  would  at  least  be  present- 
ed in  the  garb  of  delicacy  and  good  taste.  There 
was  no  necessity  that  he,  of  all  men  in  the  world, 
should  make  so  broad  a declaration  of  his  devotion 
to  the  person  or  the  public  measures  of  gen.  Jack- 
son;  nor  is  the  language  of  flattery  so  strange  to  the 
ear  of  that  gentleman,  as  to  authorise  the  belief  that 
he  would  not  understand  it,  except  in  its  plainest 
and  coarsest  forms.  I am  willing,  however,  that 
Mr.  Dallas  shall  play  the  courtier  in  his  own  way; 
it  is  only  with  the  principles  of  his  letter  that  I have 
any  concern,  and  to  them  only  do  I desire  to  call 
the  serious  attention  of  others. 

It  appears  from  the  letter  of  Mr.  Dallas  that 
the  object  of  his  correspondents,  the  “democratic 
corresponding  committee  of  Smithfield,  Bradford 
county,  Pennsylvania,”  was  to  devise  some  mode 
by  which  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  might  be  annulled  without  too  plain  a viola- 
tion of  law,  or  public  faith,  or  public  decency. 
The  application  to  him  was  suggested  by  his  high 
character  as  a jurist,  and  his  known  devotion  to 
the  interests  of  the  “democratic  republican  party.” 
Such  of  us,  therefore,  as  feel  a stronger  devotion 
to  law,  good  order  and  good  government  than  to 
any  party  whatever,  may  indulge  the  hope  that  if 
the  plan  suggested  by  Mr.  Dallas,  for  destroy- 
ing the  chartered  rights  of  corporations,  should 
be  found  to  be  impracticable  or  inconsistent  with 
the  genius  of  our  governments  and  institutions,  no 
other  plan  will  be  attempted,  and  that  corporations, 
as  well  as  individuals,  will  be  allowed  to  remain  in 
the  undisturbed  possession  and  exercise  of  all  the 
rights  which  the  laws  of  the  land  have  conferred 
upon  them. 

I am  happy  to  perceive  that  Mr.  Dallas  is  not 
disposed  to  go  all  lengths  with  his  party.  He  re- 
bukes plainly,  though  tenderly,  many  of  the  ex- 
travagancies in  reasoning  by  which  the  more  ultra 
of  his  political  friends  have  endeavored  to  prove 
the  charter  of  the  bank  invalid;  and  he  rejects,  in  a 
manner  equally  positive,  some  of  the  irregular  and 
summary  plans  by  which  it  has  been  proposed  to 
get  rid  of  the  obnoxious  institution.  He  admits 
that  there  is  nothing  in  the  constitution  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  which  prohibits  a state  from  incorporat- 
ing a bank;  and.  what  is  more  important,  while  he 
denounces  the  legislature  of  his  own  state  as  both 
corrupt  and  stupid,  he  admits  that  they  had  right- 
ful power  to  incorporate  the  bank;  that  it  stands  on 
the  footing  of  contract,  and,  consequently,  that  its 
charter  cannot  be  taken  away  by  an  act  of  ordinary 
legislation.  These  concessions  are  important  in 
the  present  temper  of  his  party,  and,  while  they 
entitle  him  to  some  credit,  will,  it  is  hoped,  exert 
a salutary  influence  upon  the  wild  zeal  which  has 
hitherto  distinguished  them.  But  Mr.  Dallas  also 
has  his  plan;  and  although  not  quite  so  summary 
as  some  others  which  have  been  suggested,  it  is  not 
less  effectual  and  decisive.  His  idea  is  that  this 
bank,  and  all  other  “monopolies,”  as  he  is  pleased 
to  call  all  incorporations,  may  rightfully  be  put 
down  by  an  amendment  of  the  constitution,  and  he 
refers  his  political  friends  to  that  as  the  proper  “re- 
medy” in  the  present  case.  It  is  this  idea  which  I 
propose  now  to  examine. 

Mr.  Dallas  introduces  his  view's  of  the  effect  of 
an  amendment  of  the  constitution  by  a very  point- 
ed allusion  to  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
charter  of  the  present  bank  was  obtained.  He  ap- 
pears to  attach  much  importance  to  the  fact,  that  a 
law  had  already  passed  for  calling  a convention  to 
amend  the  constitution  of  the  state;  and,  conse- 
quently, that  the  bank  took  its  charter  with  a full 
knowledge  of  all  the  hazards  which  it  had  to  en- 
counter from  the  action  of  that  body.  This  is  un- 


doubtedly true  in  point  of  fact,  but  it  is  not  per- 
ceived that  it  possesses  any  weight  as  an  argu- 
ment. The  risk  which  the  bank  incurs,  depends 
on  the  power  of  the  convention  tp  affect  its  charter; 
if  there  be  no  such  power,  there  can  be  no  such 
risk.  So  far,  therefore,  as  the  mere  question  of 
power  is  concerned,  the  argument  that  the  bank 
knew  beforehand  that  a convention  would  be  call- 
ed, is  the  plain  petitio  principii.  Mr.  Dallas  should 
first  have  proved  to  us  that  a convention  would 
have  power  to  annul  the  charter.  He  might  then 
have  argued,  with  perfect  justice  and  propriety, 
that  the  bank  could  claim  no  particular  tenderness 
or  forbearance,  since  it  knowingly  put  itself  within 
the  power  of  the  convention,  and  challenged  the 
exertion  of  that  pow'er.  In  no  other  view  do  his 
remarks  upon  this  point  possess  any  weight  what- 
ever. 

The  following  extract  from  the  letter  of  Mr.  Dal- 
las presents  his  whole  view  of  this  question: 

“A  convention  is  the  provided  machinery  of 
peaceful  revolution.  It  is  the  civilized  substitute 
for  intestine  w'ar,  the  American  mode  for  carrying 
out  the  will  of  the  majority;  the  inalienable  and 
indefeasable  right  to  alter,  reform  or  abolish  their 
government,  in  such  manner  as  they  may  think 
proper.  When  ours  shall  assemble,  it  will  possess, 
within  the  territory  of  Pennsylvania,  every  attri- 
bute of  absolute  sovereignty,  except  such  as  may 
have  been  yielded  and  are  embodied  in  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States.  What  may  it  not  do? 
It  may  reorganize  our  entire  system  of  social  ex- 
istence, terminating  and  proscribing  what  is  deem- 
ed injurious,  and  establishing  what  is  preferred. 
It  might  restore  the  institution  of  slavery  among 
us;  it  might  make  our  penal  code  as  bloody  as  that 
of  Draco;  it  might  withdraw  the  charters  of  the 
cities;  it  might  supersede  a standing  judiciary,  by 
a scheme  of  occasional  arbitration  and  umpirage;  it 
might  prohibit  particular  professions  or  trades;  it 
might  permanently  suspend  the  privilege  of  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  take  from  us,  (as  our 
late  general  assembly  made  an  entering  wedge  to 
do),  the  trial  by  jury.  These  are  fearful  matters, 
of  which  intelligent  and  virtuous  freemen  can  never 
be  guilty;  and  I mention  them  merely  as  illustra- 
tions of  the  inherent  and  almost  boundless  power 
of  a convention.  The  only  effective  limits  to  its 
authority  are  the  broad  and  unchangeable  rules  of 
justice  and  of  truth;  and  these,  I have  already 
shown,  do  not  hedge  around  the  charter.” 

I can  scarcely  imagine  stronger  terms  than  these, 
in  which  the  unlimited  power  of  a convention,  act- 
ing by  a mere  majority,  can  be  asserted.  Indeed, 
we  are  told,  in  so  many  words,  that  there  are  no 
limits,  except  such  as  are  found  in  the  “broad  and 
unchangeable  rules  of  justice  and  of  truth.”  How 
far  these  admitted  limits  will  apply  in  the  case  ot 
the  bank,  we  shall  presently  see.  The  principles 
here  asserted  derive  no  part  of  their  importance 
from  their  application  to  this  particular  case.  They 
involve  much  higher  interests  than  those  of  an’v 
private  corporation;  they  concern,  not  the  people 
of  Pennsylvania  alone,  but  those  of  ever}'  other 
state  in  the  union.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  all  of  us  that  we  should  form  correct  opinions 
upon  this  subject.  I do  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
examine  the  several  examples  which  Mr.  Dallas  has 
given,  as  illustrations  of  the  power  of  a convention. 
He  himself,  upon  better  consideration,  will  perceive 
thatsome  of  them  are  disallowed  by  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  man}',  very  many  of  them 
present  no  just  analogies  by  which  to  prove  the  ex- 
istence of  such  a power  in  the  case  before  him.  It 
is  quite  evident  that  he  meant  to  assert  the  existence 
of  that  power,  in  its  broadest  and  most  extended 
sense,  and,  therefore,  it  is  of  no  importance  whether 
his  “illustrations”  be  correct  or  not.  Our  present 
concern  is  with  his  principles— l wish  I could  say 
with  his  reasoning  also.  It  is  remarkable,  however, 
that  he  has  not  thought  it  necessary  to  offer  any 
proof  whatever  of  the  correctness  of  his  opinions. 
He  has  delivered  them  “ex  cathedra,”  under  a just 
impression,  perhaps,  that  they  will  be  embraced 
without  question  or  examination  by  all  the  faithful 
to  whom  they  are  addressed.  They  are  not,  on  that 
account,  the  less  worthy  of  examination  by  those 
who  are  not-  disposed  to  take  their  faith  from  au- 
thority. 

The  general  proposition  that  the  people  have  an 
“unalienable  and  indefeasible  right  to  alter,  reform, 
or  abolish  their  government  in  such  manner  as  they 
may  think  proper,”  will  scarcely  be  denied  at  this 
day.  But  this  right  is  not  without  limitations  in  its 
extent,  and  qualifications  in  the  mode  of  exercising 
it.  A brief  examination  will,  it  is  believed,  make 
this  sufficiently  plain. 

There  are  three  cases  in  which  “the  people” may 
be  supposed  to  exercise  their  sovereign  power  over 
the  forms  of  their  government.  The  first  may  be 
imagined,  for  the  sake  of  illustration,  although,  pro- 
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b ib]'',  it  never  had  existence  in  point  of  fact.  If 
we  cm  carry  onr  minds  bade  to  a period  prior  to  all 
history,  we  may  suppose  a certain  number  of  indi- 
viduals as  existins;  upon  the  earth,  without  any  form 
of  government  whatever;  we  may  further  suppose 
a certain  number  of  such  individuals  as  agreeing  to 
unite  together  under  some  form  of  social  compact. 

It  is  quite  evident  that  all  the  individuals  of  that 
number  would  be,  in  all  respects,  upon  a perfect 
equality.  They  would  bring  into  the  general  mass 
only  their  rights  of  person;  for  the  rights  of  property, 
being  the  creatures  of  the  social  state,  cannot  be 
suppose  to  exist  prior  to  society.  The  mere  rights 
of  person  are  tile  same  in  all;  they  exist  alike  in 
men,  women  andchildren.  It  is  perfectly  clear  that 
such  an  assemblage  of  individuals,  meeting  together 
under  such  circumstances,  would  have  an  unlimited 
right  to  establish  for  themselves  any  form  of  govern- 
ment whatever.  Of  course,  however,  the  govern- 
ment would  apply  only  to  those  who  consented  to  be 
bound  by  it.  There  would  be  no  right  in  any  num- 
ber to  bind  any  other  number  against  their  will;  for 
the  right  of  a majority  springs  only  from  compact , 
and  does  not  exist  in  nature.  This  case,  however, 
presents  no  fair  analogy  with  that  which  Mr.  Dallas 
■was  considering,  because  here  the  government  can- 
not be  established  except  by  unanimous  consent; 
and,  of  course,  whatever  it  might  be,  no  one  would 
have  a right  to  object  to  it.  The  analogy  fails,  also, 
in  another  important  particular.  In  the  case  sup- 
posed, every  member  of  the  social  union  would, 
as  already  remarked,  be  precisely  equal  in  point  of 
right  and  interest;  in  which  respect,  as  I shall  pre- 
sent iv  show, it  is  widely  distinguishable  from  the  case 
which  Mr.  Dallas  was  considering.  No  argument, 
therefore,  in  favor  of  the  unlimited  power  of  the 
Pennsylvania  convention  can  be  deduced  from  any 
.analogy  with  the  power  of  men  in  a primitive  state, 
meeting  together  to  form  a government  for  the  first 
time. 

The  second  case  is  that  of  a people  Existing  un- 
der an  established  government,  owing  allegiance  to 
a higher  power,  and  determining  to  shake  off  that 
allegiance  and  establish  a government  for  them- 
selves. This  is  the  case  of  revolution.  It  is  pre- 
sumed that  a people  so  circumstanced,  having 
achieved  their  independence,  and  meeting  together 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  a government  for 
themselves,  would  possess  very  extensive  pow- 
ers, indeed.  Having  never  before  existed  as  a 
separate  power,  no  rights  or  interests  can  be 
supposed  to  have  sprung  up  among  them,  by  their 
invitation,  or  under  any  pledge  of  the  public  faith 
for  their  protection.  It  is  true,  the  people  would 
not  be  upon  that  exact  equality  which  has  been 
shown  to  exist  in  the  first  case.  They  would  pos- 
sess, in  this  case,  not  only  the  equal  rights  of  per- 
son. but  also  the  unequal  rights  of  property.  These 
rights  of  property,  however,  having  been  acquired 
under  a government  which  they  have  pronounced 
void,  by  the  very  fact  of  shaking  it  off,  could  not 
claim  that  absolute  inviolability  which  would  at- 
tach to  them  under  different  circumstances.  It  is 
true,  they  would  claim  high  respect,  and  it  would 
be  the  point  of  wisdom  to  secure  them  as  far  as 
possible, consistent  with  the  forms  ofthe  newgovern- 
me;lt.  That  government, however, would  be  under  no 
pledge,  direct  or  implied,  to  protect  them,  and  in 
this  respect  it  would  be  much  less  restricted  in  its 
power  than  in  the  case  of  a regular  government, 
changed  not  by  revolution,  but  by  the  voluntary, 
peaceable  action  of  its  people.  This  is  the  case 
which  was  before  Mr.  Dallas,  and  is  the  third  and 
last  in  my  enumeration. 

In  a government  regularly  established,  possessing 
within  its  own  limits  sovereign  authority,  a variety 
of  rights  and  interests  have  been  invited  into  exist- 
ence, under  a pledge  of  full  protection  from  the 
government  itself.  All  who  live  under  such  a go- 
vernment are  parties  consenting  to  it,  and  every 
right  acquired  under  it  is  acquired  under  a pledge 
of  each  member  of  the  social  union  to  all  the  rest 
that  he  will  protect  and  support  it.  These  rights, 
however,  being  acquired  and  exercised  under  the 
authority  and  protection  of  the  body  politic,  are,  to 
a certain  extent,  subject  to  its  control  and  regula- 
tion. To  what  extent  they  are  so  subject,  we  are 
now  to  inquire. 

Mr.  Dallas  seems  to  suppose  that,  whenever  a 
people  call  a convention  for  the  purpose  of  amend- 
ing its  constitution,  the  whole  frame  of  society  is 
broken  up,  and  resolved  into  its  original  elements. 
It  is  only  from  this  idea  that  he  can  deduce  the  ab- 
solute power  which  he  attributes  to  such  a conven- 
tion; for  such  a power  would  he  inconsistent  with 
any  of  the  restraints,  or  duties,  or  obligations  of  the 
old  government.  Let  me  suppose  for  a moment 
that  he  is  right,  and  what  is  the  consequence?  If 
society  be  indeed  resolved  into  its  original  elements 
— if  tile  restraints  and  all  the  rules  of  the  old  go- 
vernment he  removed  and  destroyed,  then  every 


member  of  the  defunct  social  union  is  referred  back 
to  the  rights  which  he  possessed  prior  to  that  union. 
Among  these  rights,  the  right  to  consent  to  the  go- 
vernment  or  not,  as  may  seem  to  him  best,  is  among 
the  most  prominent  and  important.  He  stands, 
then,  in  the  condition  supposed  in  the  first  case — 
that  is,  in  the  condition  of  primitive  nature.  From 
what,  then,  does  Mr.  Dallas  derive  the  right  of  a 
majority  to  control  him?  Who  are  this  majority 
when  the  social  estate  is  .destroyed,  and  its  limits 
undefined?  IIow  are  you  to  ascertain  it?  And  if 
you  could  ascertain  it,  what  right  have  you  to  say 
that  it  shall  consist  of  males  only,  and  not  of  fe- 
males, of  adults,  and  not  of  children. 

It  is  perfectly  clear  that  the  idea  of  a majority 
springs  only  from  the  relations  of  the  social  state, 
and,  of  course,  the  powers  of  that  majority  are  de- 
rived, not  from  nature,  but  from  compact  alone. — 
The  moment,  therefore,  that  you  suppose  a state  of 
things  which  breaks  up  the  relations  of  society, 
and  destroys  the  obligations  of  compact,  no  legiti- 
mate majority'  can  exist,  and  its  powers  become 
merely  ideal.  The  conclusion  is  manifest.  Either 
the  unlimited  power  of  a convention,  as  supposed 
by  Mr.  Dallas,  does  not  exist,  or,  if  it  exist,  it  can 
only  be  under  a condition  ot  things  which  denies  to 
a majority  the  right  to  bind  the  rest.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  a convention  truly  representing  the  peo- 
ple might,  by  unanimous  consent,  do  what  it  pleased 
with  its  government.  But  this  case  can  scarcely 
exist  in  practice,  and  is  not  the  case  supposed  by 
Mr.  Dallas.  My  remarks  upon  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject are  designed  only  to  show  that  the  powers  of  a 
convention,  acting  only  through  a majority,  are  not 
absolute  and  unlimited,  but  that,  like  all  other  pow- 
ers, they  have  their  qualifications  and  legitimate 
restraints. 

I cannot,  of  course,  understand  a man  of  Mr. 
Dallas’  intelligence  as  designing  to  draw  any  dis- 
tinction between  the  power  and  the  right  of  a ma- 
jority. Power  relates  not  to  numbers,  but  to  physi- 
cal strength,  and  may  well  exist  in  a minority.  In 
a political  sense,  we  mean  by  power  only  rightful 
power;  and,  in  this  understanding  of  the  term,  it 
is  perfectly  manifest  that  the  right  of  a majority  of 
a convention,  that  is,  of  the  people,  to  bind  the  mi- 
nority’, is  not  without  its  limitations.  Let  us  now 
see  what  these  limitations  are. 

So  far  as  the  present  argument  is  concerned,  it  is 
enough  to  say  that  the  power  of  a majority  to  bind 
the  minority  does  not  extend  to  any  right  vested  under 
the  government  sought  to  be  reformed,  and  for  which 
the  citizen  has  paid  an  equivalent,  either  in  money , in 
personal  service,  or  any  other  form.  It  would  proba- 
bly  be  found,  on  a more  full  examination  of  the  sub- 
ject, that  the  power  is  still  farther  limited,  hut  the 
limitation  here  supposed  is  sufficient  for  the  deci- 
sion of  the  issue  between  Mr.  Dallas  and  myself. 

It  is  a well  established  doctrine  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions, that  the  obligations  and  duties  contrasted  by 
a people  under  one  form  of  government  are  binding 
upon  the  same  people,  however  their  government 
may  be  changed.  So  universal  is  this  principle, 
that  it  applies  even  to  the  case  of  a usurper,  who 
has  obtained  possession  of  the  government  by  force, 
and  against  the  will  of  the  people.  History  is  full 
of  examples  of  this  sort;  but  it  is  enough  to  refer 
to  the  indemnities  paid  to  the  United  States  by  Na- 
ples and  France.  We  are  at  this  moment  receiving 
from  the  latter  power,  under  the  legitimate  reign  of 
Louis  Philippe,  indemnity  for  the  spoliations  com- 
mitted upon  our  commerce  during  the  usurpation 
of  Napoleon.  The  principle  upon  which  this  rule 
of  international  law  is  founded  is  alike  plain  and 
just.  The  people  constitute  the  country.  What- 
ever is  done  by  their  government  is  done  bv  them, 
either  by  their  express  authority,  or  by  their  con- 
sent and  acquiescence.  On  them,  therefore,  rests 
the  responsibility;  and  they  are  the  same  people , 
however  their  form  of  government  may  be  changed. 
A different  rule  would  open  the  door  to  the  most 
crying  injustice  and  the  most  enormous  frauds.  A 
people  would  only  have  to  change  their  government, 
in  however  important  a point,  to  wipe  off  their  ob- 
ligations, not  only  to  other  nations,  but  to  indivi- 
duals also.  The  national  debt  of  England  might  be 
paid  in  a few  months  by  this  summary  process. 

Let  us  not  apply  this  principle  to  the  case  be- 
fore us.  The  bank  ofthe  United  States  is  incorpo- 
rated by  a legislature  representing,  as  to  this  mat- 
ter, the  sovereignty  of  the  state,  and  possessing,  as 
Mr.  Dallas  himself  admits,  full  power  and  authori- 
ty to  incorporate  it.  It  has  paid,  or  agreed  to  pay, 
a large  and  even  extravagant  bonus  for  its  charter. 
This  was  done  under  a solemn  agreement,  by  the 
stockholders  on  the  one  part,  and  by  the  common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania,  acting  by  Us  legitimate  and 
authorised,  agent,  the  legislature,  on  the  other.  It  is, 
in  Mr.  Dallas’  own  language,  “ensentially  a con- 
tract,” having  all  the  characteristics  of  a contract, 
of  which  mutuality  is  one.  Is  it,  then,  in  the  power 


of  either  party  to  annul  this  contract,  without  the 
consent  ot  the  other?  If  it  were  a case  between 
individuals,  the  answer  would  be  plain;  and  the 
same  rule,  by  universal  admission,  applies  as  be- 
tween a nation  and  individuals.  Suppose  that  the 
depredations  committed  by  France,  and  for  which 
she  is  now  paying,  had  been  committed  by  Penn- 
sylvania, could  she  get  rid  of  her  obligation  to  in- 
demnify the  sufferers  by  simply  changing  her  con- 
stitution? Undoubtedly  not.  The  analogy  holds 
throughout.  France  is  sovereign  as  to  all  purposes; 
Pennsylvania  is  equally  sovereign  as  to  the  present 
question.  The  obligation  of  France  arises  from  a 
wrong  done  by  her  and  suffered  by  us;  the  obliga- 
tion of  Pennsylvania  arises  from  her  own  voluntary 
act,  and  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  equally  strong  and 
equally  free  from  objection.  Mr.  Dallas,  however, 
supposes  that  Pennsylvania,  which  he  himself  con- 
siders only  a limited  and  qualified  sovereignty, 
may  rightfully  do  what  an  unlimited  and  unquali- 
fied sovereignty  cannot  rightfully  do;  and  that  obli- 
gations which,  by  the  admitted  law  of  nations, 
would  bind  one  people,  would  not  bind  another 
people  under  the  same  or  analogous  circumstances. 

If  he  does  not  contend  for  both  these  propositions, 
he  must  admit  that  there  is  no  right  in  the  people 
of  Pennsylvania  to  annul,  in  any  form,  a contract 
which  the  same  people  have  freely  and  solemnly' 
made. 

The  justness  of  this  reasoning  will  be  the  more  ap- 
parent, if  we  pursue  the  principle  contended  for  by 
Mr.  Dallas,  through  its  practical  results,  in  the 
very  case  before  us.  What  is  a bank?  It  is  not, 
as  many  seem  to  suppose,  a monster  with  “seven 
heads  and  ten  horns;”  an  organized  existence,  liv- 
ing and  breathing.  A banlE  in  any  practical  sense 
of  the  term,  is  but  the  stockholders  of  the  bank, 
and  its  rights  are  neither  more  nor  less  than  their 
rights.  Among  these  are  the  right  to  hold  proper- 
ty, to  lend  money,  and  to  sue  for  and  recover  debts 
due  to  them.  These  rights,  however,  can  be  exer- 
cised only  in  a particular  mode:  that  is,  in  the  cor- 
porate name,  and  not  in  the  names  of  the  indivi- 
dual stockholders,  or  any  part  of  them.  Suppose, 
then,  their  charter  should  be  destroyed,  how  are 
they  to  collect  their  debts,  or  expel  an  intruder 
from  their  banking  house?  The  corporation  being 
destroyed,  it  could  not  be  entertained  as  plaintiff' in 
a court  of  justice;  and  its  contracts  having  been 
made  in  its  coiporate  character,  they  could  not  be 
enforced  in  the  individual  character  of  the  corpora- 
tors. The  consequence  would  be,  that  each  stock- 
holder would  thus  be  forcibly  deprived  of  his  entire 
interest  in  the  corporate  subject,  and  each  debtor 
of  the  bank  would  be  released  from  his  obligation 
to  pay!!  Was  it  ever  before  supposed  that  a people 
could,  by  a mere  change  in  U.eir  form  of  govern- 
ment, work  such  an  outrageous  injustice  as  this? 
If  they  can  go  thus  far,  where  are  they  to  stop?  If 
they  may  thus  violate  one  right,  why  may  they  not 
violate  another?  All  rights  stand  upon  the  same 
footing;  there  is  no  difference  in  their  degree  nor 
in  their  sacredness.  I have  the  same  right  to  any 
one  dollar  of  my  estate,  that  I have  to  any  hundred 
dollars,  although  I have  certainly  not  the  same  in- 
terest. In  like  manner,  I have  the  same  right  to 
my  property  which  I have  to  my  life,  and  the  go- 
vernment which  may  arbitrarily  deprive  me  of  the 
one,  would  commit  no  greater  injustice  in  robbing 
me  of  the  other.  It  is  no  answer  to  this  view  of 
the  subject  to  sav  that  the  convention  may  easily 
provide  for  the  collection  of  the  debts  of  the  bank, 
l'or  the  security  of  its  corporate  property,  See.  If 
the  convention  may  do  this,  it  may  also  not  do  it. 
We  are  discussing  a right,  and  that  is  no  right  at  all 
which  may  be  enjoyed,  or  not,  at  the  arbitrary 
will  of  another.  Mr.  Dallas  seems  to  have  been 
conscious  of  the  force  of  this  view  when  he  sug- 
gested the  propriety  of  returning  the  bonus,  Ac. 
The  injustice  of  withholding  it,  and  the  unqualified 
political  wrong  which  it  would  involve,  did  not 
escape  his  attention.  But  ho  seems  not  to  have 
perceived  that  this  would  be  merely  a voluntary 
reparation,  which  implies  the  existence  of  a wrong 
to  be  repaired. 

The  error  into  which  Mr.  Dallas  has  fallen,  and 
to  which,  I fear,  his  whole  school  of  politics  is  ra- 
pidly tending,  is  this:  In  assuming  that  the 

people  possess  all  power  over  their  government, 
he  supposes  that,  their  power  extends  to  the  past,  as 
well  as  to  the  future.  There  can  be  no  greater  nor 
more  dangerous  mistake  than  this.  There  is  no 
power  in  the  people  to  cause  that  not  to  have  ex- 
isted which,  in  point  of  fact,  has  existed.  They 
may  rightfully  declare  what  their  government  shall 
be,  in  all  time  to  come,  but  they  cannot  annul  the 
obligations  which  they  have  previously  contracted. 
So  long  as  governments  are  regulated  in  their  con- 
duct by  the  broad  and  unchangeable  rules  of  jus- 
tice ail'd  of  truth,  they  will  claim  no  such  power; 
and  whenever  they  do  claim  such  a power,  they 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— OCT.  22,  183(5— MR.  DALLAS’  LETTER. 


place  themselves  out  of  the  pale  of  civilized  na- 
tions,  and  can  no  toiler  expect  l!*e  respect  even  of 
their  own  people. 

The  true  effect  and  meaning  of  Mr.  Dallas’ 
principle  is  this:  An  act  which,  if  done  in  one 
mode,  would  involve  a gross  breach  of  the  public 
faith,  and  an  unpardonable  outrage  against  private 
right,  may  be  done  in  another  mode  with  perfect 
propriety,  and  without  any  wrong  or  injustice 
whatever,  although  the  party  affected  by  it  has  in 
no  wise  consented  to  such  a course  of  proceeding, 
lie  admits  that  the  bank  is  lawfully  incorporated; 
he  admits  that  its  rights  are  vested  under  “a  con- 
tract” with  the  state;  and  he  admits  that  its  char- 
ter cannot  be  annulled  by  an  act  of  ordinary  legis- 
lation. And  wliv  not?  Certainly  because  the  bank 
has  a right  to  exist;  because  it  stands  upon  the  foot- 
ing of  contract;  because  the  public  faith  is  pledged 
to°sustain  it,  in  all  its  rights.  And  yet  Mr.  Dallas 
supposes  that  the  same  people  who  made  this  con- 
tract, the  same  people  who  gave  this  pledge,  have 
only  to  place  themselves  in  a different  attitude,  and 
instantly  the  contract  is  dissolved,  the  pledge  is 
withdrawn,  and  all  the  lights  which  grew  out  of 
them  vanish  into  thin  air!!  If  it  be  legitimately 
within  the  power  of  a majority  to  do  this,  I ask,  in 
Mr.  Dallas’  own  language,  “what  may  they  not 
do?”  If  they  may  take  away  one  right,  they  may 
take  away  two,  three  and  ull  rights;  if  they  may- 
act  thus  towards  one  man,  they  may  act  in  the 
same  way  towards  two  or  more  men.  Thus  a ma- 
jority, only  one  more  than  half  the  people,  may- 
claim,  upon  Mr.  Dallas’  principle,  a perfect  right 
to  deprive  all  the  rest  of  every  right  whatever. — 
Upon  the  same  principle,  they  may  make  slaves  of 
the  minority . or  bring  all  the  property  of  the  coun- 
try into  hotch-pot,  and  redistribute  it  according 
to’ the  most  approved  rules  of  agrarian  equality.  A 
principle  which  leads  to  such  consequences  as 
these,  can  be  neither  wise,  nor  just,  nor  true. 

Mr.  Dallas'  idea  that  the  call  of  a convention  by 
a government  already  organized  and  independent, 
ipso  facto,  releases  ail  the  obligations  of  the  go- 
vernment itself,  and  destroys  all  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple, is  contradicted  by  the  practice  of  almost  every 
state  in  the  union.  There  are  few  ol  them  that 
have  not  amended  their  constitutions,  and  yet  not 
one  of  them,  so  far  as  I am  informed,  has  thought  i!  ! 
necessary  to  provide,  in  the  express  terms  of  the  | 
new  constitution,  for  the  security  of  rights  acquir- 
ed under  the  old  one.  The  reason  is,  that  no  one, 
before  Mr.  Dallas,  over  supposed  that  such  a provi- 
sion was  necessary.  The  people  who  go  into  con- 
vention for  the  purpose  of  amending  their  constitu- 
tion, do  it  under  an  implied  pledge  that  their  exist- 
ing rights  shall  not  be  arbitrarily  invaded.  It  would 
be  the  worst  of  madness  to  resort  to  such  a mea- 
sure, upon  any  other  terms.  In  a case  like  this, 
the  members  of  the  community  do  not  stand  upon 
equal  terms.  One  brings  into  the  common  mass 
only  his  rights  of  person,  another  brings  his  rights 
of  property  also;  and  even  the  rights  of  property 
are  different  in  form  and  extent.  It  is  precisely  in 
these  respects  that  a convention,  called  under  such 
circumstances,  differs  in  the  extent  of  its  powers, 
from  those  alluded  to  in  the  first  and  second  cases 
before  mentioned.  A government,  which  has  been 
once  in  operation,  has  invited  into  existence  a va- 
riety of  rights  and  interests,  which  have  vested  and 
grown  up  under  its  authority,  and  upon  the  faith  of 
its  protection.*  Who*  ever  imagined  that,  by  con- 
senting to  change  some  one  or  more  principles  of 
that  government,  he  surrendered  all  these  rights  to 
the  arbitrary  control  of  a majority?  Every  one 
knows  that  no  such  thing  is  contemplated.  He 
consents,  indeed,  that  the  majority  shall,  to  a cer- 
tain extent  and  within  certain  limits,  regulate  and 
control  his  rights  and  interests  for  the  time  to. come; 
but  beyond  this  the  individual  never  means  to  go, 
and  beyond  this  the  majority  have  no  right  to  go. 

The  principle  contended  for  by  Mr.  Dallas  flows 
from  the  idea  that  a people  who  meet  in  conven- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  mending  their  constitution, 
do  by  that  act  resume  all  their  original  rights  and 
powers.  Grant  this  to  be  true,  and  what  are  those 
rights  and  powers?  Certainly  none  other  than  those 
rights  and  powers  which  have  been  surrendered  to 
the  government  as  contradistinguished  from  the  peo- 
ple. All  other  rights  remain  with  the  people;  it  is 
only  to  the  government  that  they  have  surrendered 
any  thing,  and,  of  course,  it  is  only  from  the-  go- 
vernment that  any  thing  is  to  be  resumed.  The 
rights  of  individuals  never  belonged  to  society  as 
such,  and  of  course  those  rights  cannot,  cx  vi  termi- 
ni, be  “resumed”  by  society.  Thus,  in  the  case 
before  us,  the  power  to  incorporate  a bank  belong- 
ed originally  to  the  people,  and  was  by  them  sur- 
rendered to  the  government.  This  power,  therefore, 
may  be  resumed,  and  the  government  be  hereafter 
denied  the  right  to  incorporate  a bank.  But  the 
right  of  an  individual  to  hold  property  never  belong- 
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cd  to  government  as  such,  although  it  exists  under 
the  authority,  and  is  enjoyed  by  the  permission  of 
government.  Still  it  is,  and  at  all  times  was,  strict- 
ly a private  right,  which  the  government  permitted, 
but  did  not  bestow;  which  the  government  never 
possessed,  and  therefore  never  surrendered;  which  it 
never  surrendered,  and  therefore  cannot  /resume. — 
The  people  may  do  what  they  please  » itii  their  go- 
vernment; they  may,  at  their  owe  arbitrary  will 
and  pleasure,  take  away  all  the  rights  and  powers 
with  which  they  have  clothed  it,  c-imply  because 
the  government  is  their  own.  It  is  their  creature  and 
their  property.  But  the  rights  of  individuals  are 
not  the  rights  of  “the  people,”  and  therefore  the 
people  cannot,  in  otic  mode  more  than  in  another, 
arbitrarily  take  those  rights  away. 

I am  aware  that  there  are  cases  in  which  society 
lias  a right  to  take  away  the  rights  of  individuals. 
The  right  to  hang  or  imprison  for  crime,  and  the 
right  to  condemn  private  property  for  public  uses, 
are  of  this  character.  But  it  would  be  a waste  of 
time  to  show  that  neither  of  these  is  analagous  in 
principle  to  the  case  under  consideration. 

If  it  be  true,  as  Mr.  Dallas  supposes,  that  a peo- 
ple, by  the  mere  act  of  calling  a convention,  “re- 
sume” not  only  the  rights  surrendered  to  the  go- 
vernment, but  those  required  by  the  individuals  al- 
so, it  follows  that  the  rights  of  property  are  thus  re- 
sumed. How,  then,  are  they  reacquired?  Does 
the  convention  ever  consider  it  necessary  to  pro- 
vide, in  express  terms,  that  these  rights  shall  revert 
exactly  as  they  were  before?  There  is  not,  I pre- 
sume, a single  example  of  such  a provision  in  the 
history  of  conventions.  So  far,  therefore,  the  idea 
is  rebuked  by  the  practice  of  all  nations.  But  if 
the  idea  be  correct,  then  in  all  cases,  where  such  ex- 
press provision  is  not  made,  all  the  property  of  the 
country  is  divested,  and  the  individual  owns  no- 
thing, and  “the  people,”  as  a political  community, 
own  all!  This  consequence  is  inevitable,  and  the 
absurdity  is  glaring.  But  this  is  not  all.  There  are 
duties  as  well  as  rights;  obligations  which  grow  out 
of  rights,  and  follow  them  as  the  shadow  follows 
the  substance.  Shall  society  resume  the  rights  of 
property,  and  yet  not  resume  the  obligations  which 
property  has  contracted?  It  seems  to  me  that 
when  “the  people”  take  away  my  estate,  it  is  per- 
1 ecllv  consistent  with  and  demanded  by  “the  broad 
and  unchangeable  rules  of  justice  and"  truth,”  that 
they  should  also  assum  - the  debts  which  I have  con- 
tracted on  the  faith  of  that  estate!  Take,  then,  the 
principle  of  Mr.  Dallas,  with  all  its  consequence’s, 
and  how  short  will  be  the  existence  of  the  best  po- 
pular government! 

Such  are  the  absurdities,  and  such  the  appalling 
consequences,  of  this  monstrous  doctrine  of  the  un- 
limited power  of  a majority!  I am  conscious  that 
the  subject  has  been  very  inadequately  discussed. 
It  is  far  too  vast  to  be  compressed  within  the  com- 
pass of  a newspaper  essay.  My  object  has  not 
been  to  argue  the  question  as  it  ought  to  be  argued, 
for  I have  neither  time  nor  opportunity,  even  if  I 
had  the  requisite  ability,  for  such  a task.  I have 
desired  only  to  touch  on  some  of  the  most  promi- 
nent topics  which  it  suggests,  as  materials  of  se- 
rious reflection  by  others.  Without  detracting  in 
any  degree  from  the  weight-  which  attaches  to  the 
name  of  Mr.  Dallas,  I may  be  permitted  to  say  that 
it  is  not  from  his  authority  only  that  this  subject  de- 
rives its  importance.  I see  with  regret  a melan- 
choly foreboding  that  the  principle  he  avows  is 
held  by  almost  his  entire  political  party.  It  is  dai- 
ly spreading,  daily  acquiring  strength  and  boldness. 
In  this  view  it  is  interesting,  not  only  to  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  or  to  the  people  of  Pennsylva- 
nia: it  concerns  alike  the  people  of  all  the  states, 
and  the  lovers  of  free,  regular  arid  orderly  govern- 
ment throughout  the  world.  Its  obvious  tendency 
is  to  unsettle  every  society,  by  rendering  the  right's 
oT  property  precarious  and  insecure.  In  its  conse- 
quences it  is  at  war  with  all  government..  It  is  the 
principle,  not  of  reform,  but  of  revolution;  not  of 
law,  but  of  violence;  the  mere  right  of  the  strong- 
est. It  is  high  time  that  its  true  character  were  un- 
derstood by  the  people.  They  ought  to  know  that 
the  insecurity  of  the  rights  of  property  precedes  but 
by  a short  interval  the  insecurity  of  the  rights  of  li- 
berty aiid  life;  the  anarchy  which  follows  the  over- 
throw of  regular  government,  and  the  despotism 
which  anarchy  renders  unavoidable. 

MADISON. 

The  editor  of  the  Washington  “Globe,”  in  that 
paper  of  the  17th  September,  thus  noticed  Mr.  Dal- 
las’ letter. 

LETTER  OF  MR.  DALLAS. 

This  paper  has  taken  a strong  hold  of  the  public 
attention.  The  issue  it  presents  between  the  so- 
vereignty of  the  people  on  the  one  side,  and  corpora- 
tion privilege  on  the  other,  is  pregnant  with  results 
I of  greater  magnitude  than  any  other  question  that 


has  risen  since  the  revolution.  If  the  great  pitched 
battle  which  Mr.  Biddle  and  the  British  stock- 
holders in  the  United  States  bank  have  drawn  up 
all  their  force  to  fight,  (wielding  too,  at  present, 
the  state  government  of  Pennsylvania),  shall  re- 
sult in  a triumph  of  the  popular' u ill  in  support  of 
equal  rights  over  prerogatived  monopoly,  asserti in- 
vested rights,  obtained  by  fraud  and  corruption,  in 
derogation  of  Ihe  will  of  the  people,  and  reaching 
to  a control  of  the  currency  and  propi  rty  of  the 
whole  country,  then  the  republicans  of  the  union 
may  breathe  flee  again.  But  if  Biddle  ami  his  lo- 
rcign  bankers  and  capitalists  succeed  in  crushin* 
the  power  ol  tlie  people  in  the  most  independent 
and  steadfast  democratic  state  in  the  union,  the 
march  of  aristocratic  monopoly  will  have  com- 
menced, and  the  present  generation  may  look  to 
see  its  yoke  fixed  upon  tne  neck  of  every  state 
of  the  union.  If  there  be  no  remedy  in  the  so- 
vereign power  to  relieve  ilseif  from  the  sale  of 
privileges  by  half  a dozen  corrupt  senators,  em- 
bracing, in  the  power  they  coaler,  a controlling 
influence  over  the  currency — the  value  of  proper- 
ty— the  freedom  and  purity  of  elections — the  inde- 
pendence and  purity  of  the  press — the  whole  tak- 
ing root  in  the  practical  power  of  levying  taxes 
and  raising  a revenue,  which,  from  the  extent  of  it, 
may  interfere  with  lire  free  exercise  of  this  es- 
sential attribute  of  legislative  power  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  themselves — then  the  idea 
of  the  permanency  of  our  republican  institutions 
may  at  once  be  quietly  resigned.  But  we  think 
that  there  is  no  man,  who  holds  sacred  the  princi- 
ples which  were  established  by  our  revolution,  that 
can  maintain  the  doctrine  of  the  bank  party,  which 
yields  to  the  legislature  the  power  to  confer  pri- 
vileges effecting  deeply,  however  indirectly,  the 
great  political  interest  of  a whole  community,  and 
deny  to  a convention, .called  by  the  sovereign  power 
of  the  people  to  build  lip  their  political  institutions 
from  the  foundation,  the  right  to  remove  an  estab- 
lishment incorporated  for  the  benefit  of  a few,  which 
stands  directly  in  tile  way  of  the  work  which  the 
community  requires  them  to  raise  ibr  the  common- 
wealth. This  is  to  put  a government  emanating 
from  an  act  of  ordinary  legislation,  above  that  es- 
tablished by  a constitution,  and  is  enabling  the  tem- 
porary agents  ol'  the  people,  appointed  to  legislate 
ibr  the  time  being,  to  legislate  for  perpetuity,  and 
to  add  to  the  power  ol  granting  a monopoly  the 
power  of  making  it  eternal. 

It  is  upon  this  principle  that  the  English  church 
establishment  denies  the  right  of  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain  to  touch  its  system  of  tythes.  The 
church  is  almost  without  a congregation  in  Ireland; 
and  yet  the  Catholic  property  is  "held  in  a sort  of 
mortmain  throughout  the  kingdom,  to  pay  tvthes 
to  the  church  of  England  clergy!  The  commons 
of  England  have  voted  down  the  principles  of  vest- 
ed rights,  as  asserted  by  the  church  of  England,  to 
maintain  its  system  of  plunder  in  Ireland.  The 
bishops  plead  the  statute  law  of  England,  support- 
ed by  the  submission  of  centuries,  as  establishing  a 
sacred  vested  right.  They  hold  it  to  be  a contract 
between  the  church  and  tlie  state;  the  one  agreeing- 
to  perform  certain  services,  and  the  other  to  make 
compensation  in  the  tythes  of  a kingdom.  The 
parliament,  however,  maintains  ihe  ground,  that 
the  people  have  the  right  ta  alter  the  laws  of  church 
and  state.  It  was  in  this  way  that  the  church  pro- 
perty in  the  abbeys  and  monasteries  of  England 
vanished,  when  the  people  thought  fit  to  throw  oil’ 
the  supremacy  of  the  papal  power  at  Rome.  And 
will  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  admit  the  principle, 
that  a body  of  apostate  representatives,  limited  in 
their  olfice  and  duties,  can  soil  to  foreign  stock- 
holders, for  thirty  years,  or  forever,  (the  principle  is 
the  same),  rights  affecting  deeply -and  durably  the 
interests  of  the  state,  political  as  well  as  pecuniary? 
If  the  doctrine  be  established  that  such  an  act  of  le- 
gislation is  not  only  beyond  the  power  of  repeal 
by  a subsequent  legislature,  but  is  beyond  remedy, 
through  a convention  clothed  with  all  the  power 
that  the  sovereign  authority  of  the  people  can  con- 
fer, then  may  the  bishops  of  England,  if  ousted  of 
their  tvt'ne  privileges  in  Ireland,  renew  them  in 
the  form  of  corporation  privileges  in  Pennsylvania, 
under  a suitable  composition  with  Burden, ’Burden' 

Co. 

We  hope  the  democracy  of  Pennsylvania  will 
imbody  their  whole  strength  upon  the  elevated 
ground  taken  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Dallas,  and  we 
trust  he  will  himself  be  called  to  a position  in  the 
public  councils,  state  and  national,  where  his  weight 
of  character,  his  high  talents  and  attainments,  may 
be  brought  to  bear, "to  give  the  most  effectual  sup- 
port to  the  principles  he  has  advanced,  and  which 
we  have  no  doubtwill  encounter  the  fearful  opposi- 
tion ol  all  that  the  moneyed  power  and  tho  torv 
oligarchy  on  this  or  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic 
can  array  against  it 
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Greece.  Emigrations  are  taking  pl.-ce  to  Grceoe 
from  the  neighboring  countries.  Eighteen  hundred 
families  of  Nomade  horsemen,  from  Epirus,  Mace- 
donia and  Thessaly,  desirous  of  abandoning  their 
wandering  habits,  have  arrived  with  500,000  sheep 
and  20, 0U0  horses.  Three  thousand  families  from 
the  Aspropotamos,  among  whom  are  many  mechanics 
and  country  people,  have  also  desired  to  be  incorpo- 
rated into  various  communes.  The  Ispariots,  too, 
are  disposed  finally  to  settle  in  Eretria,  now  that  the 
government  has  granted  them  some  advantage. 

Turkey  and  Egypt.  The  plague  at  Smyrna  is  fast 
subsiding.  Resehid  pacha  has,  it  is  said,  discovered 
to  a certainty,  that  Mehemit  Ali  was  endeavoring  to 
arms  the  Kurds  against  Turkey.  Several  British 
commercial  houses  have  ol  late  been  established  in 
Aleppo.  Mehemet  Ali  had  declared  by  an  order, 
dated  Alexandria,  July  24th,  that  the  ardent  spirit 
trade  shall  be  a monopoly  of  the  stipe.  Heavy  duties 
have  been  laid  on  the  wine  trade:  in  short,  all  the 
treaties  existing  between  the  porte  and  France  are 
considered  as  null  and  void.  Egypt  suffers  greatly 
from  famine.  The  crops  have  failed  everywhere. — 
The  expedition  into  Arabia  has  been  abandoned.  1 he 
intensity  of  the  epidemic  was  increasing  in  Lower 
Egypt  and  Damietla.  [Swabian  Mercury. 

gin  Irish  estate  has  recently  been  advertised  in  a 
Coik  newspaper,  with  temptations  to  a purchaser  of 
no  ordinary  kind.  It  consists  of  two  villages,  the  fu- 
ture prospects  of  which  are  set  forth  by  stating  that 
one  of  them  is  let  for  nine  hundred  years,  and  the 
other  on  a lease  far  ever! — on  the  expiration  of  which 
terms  both  the  said  villages  will  be  capable  of  great 
improvement. 

Fatal  mistake.  A few  days  since,  as  Mr.  George 
Itoscoe,  a highly  respectable  attorney,  was  visiting 
some  friends  near  II minster,  Somersetshire,  he  was 
mortally  wounded  in  the  following  singular  manner: — 
The  house  in  which  he  slept  being  alarmed  in  the 
night  by  a report  of  thieves,  the  servant  of  the  fami- 
ly came  down  with  a large  horse  pistol,  intending  to 
shoot  the  depredators,  but  unfortunately  observing 
Mr.  Roscoe,  who  had  descended  bv  another  staircase, 
and  mistaking  him  for  a robber,  instantly  shot  him 
through  the  heart. 

Horrible  warfare.  A letter  from  an  English  gen- 
tleman at  Nineva,  on  the  Tigris,  communicates  some 
particulars  of  the  Turkish  army  under- Rescind  pacha, 
in  the  subjugation  of  the  Kurds.  It  seems  that  the 
Kurdish  chieftain  roasts  alive  all  the  prisoners  he 
takes  from  the  pacha,  and  that  the  pacha  retaliates  by 
impaling  all  the  Kurds  who  shall  fall  into  his  hands; 
thus  the  contest  is  carried  on  with  an  atrocity  exceed- 
ing even  the  horrors  of  Spanish  warfare. 

The  St.  Simonians.  Letters  from  Alexandria  state 
that  nearly  all  the  St.  Simonians  who  accompanied 
father  Enfanlin  into  Egypt  have  disappeared.  There 
were  twenty  in  number,  of  whom  one  has  dieil  of 
some  ordinary  disease,  live  have  been  carried  off  by 
the  plague,  four  have  turned  Mahometans,  another 
has  disappeared,  nobody  knows  how,  and  three  have 
left  Egypt  for  other  parts  of  the  east.  One  ol  these 
last,  although  he  cannot  speak  a word  of  Arabic,  and 
has  not  assumed  the  turban,  has  had  the  courage  to 
put  himself  at  the  head  of  a caravan  of  pilgrims  from 
the  west,  and  gone  to  Mecca;  but,  as  the  caravan  had 
not  returned,  his  fate  was  not  known.  The  rest  have 
found  employment  in  superintending  the  roads,  the 
hospitals,  and  in  giving  public  instruction.  Father 
Enfanlin  alone  remains  unoccupied;  he  is  sustained 
by  his  brethren,  and  particularly  by  Solyman  pacha 
(colonel  Selves). 

Culture  of  rice  in  Java.  The  Batavia  journals 
contain  a long  report  on  the  measures  taken  within  the 
last  two  years  for  extending  the  cultivation  of  rice  in 
Java.  From  this  it  results  that  since  1831  there  have 
been  brought  into  this  cultivation  25,000  parcels  of 
land  of  5,000  square  ells  each,  to  which  there  will  be 
shortly  added  67,000  parcels.  In  1833  the  aggregate 
quantity  of  these  settlements  in  produce  was  1,100,000 
fulas  of  wet,  and  250,000  of  dry  rice.  Of  these  fields 
34,000  are  now  employed  for  the  cultivation  of  sugar 
and  indigo,  but  they  will  be  greatly  more  than  re- 
placed by  the  quantity  of  land  drained  for  the  growth 
of  rice. 

A correspondent  has  sent  us  a calculation,  from 
which  it  would  appear  that  the  whole  human  race,  if 
collected  together  in  one  spot,  would  not  occupy  a 
space  much  greater  than  the  extent  of  that  on  which 
London  stands.  He  supposes  the  population  of  the 
globe  to  be  equal  to  1,000,000,000  souls,  and  the  aver- 
age space  occupied  by  each  individual  to  be  14  square 
feet,  the  whole  of  the  human  family  collected  together 
would  cover  a square  of  17,063  feet,  or  of  about  8$ 
miles. 

Poland.  The  emperor  of  Russia  has  aimed  ano- 
ther blow  at  Polish  liberty.  An  ordinance  has  been 
issued  by  him,  which  declares  that  the  autumnal  re- 
cruitment in  Poland  and  the  Polish  provinces  shall 
be  to  the  extent  of  two  in  five  hundred,  and  in  the 
empire  one  in  five  hundred.  The  peasantry  of  seve- 
ral villages  of  the  Palatinate  of  Lublin  have  been  in- 
duced, either  by  the  promises  or  threats  of  the  go- 
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and  Russian  priests  have  taken  the  places  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  clergy. 

In  Russia,  the  sovereign  is  not  only  the  head  oflhe 
empire  politically,  but  the  head  of  the  church. 

Fishing  extraordinary.  A youth  of  the  name  of 
Brown  was  fishing  at  a dam  in  Derbyshire,  Wales,  iti 
August.  On  jierceiving  that  he  had  got  a “bite,”  lie 
hastily  pulled  up  his  line,  and  to  his  astonishment  a 
most  beautiful  kingfisher  was  safely  attached  'to  his 
hook. 

Carbonic  acid  in  the  air.  Dr.  Daltan,  an  English 
physician,  who  has  for  years  turned  his  attention  to 
the  amount  of  carbonic  acid  in  the  atmosphere  says 
that  he  has  satisfied  himself  that  its  average  quantity 
is  one  part  in  1,000.  He  is  also  of  opinion  that  the 
quantity  of  this  gas  in  the  atmosphere  is  constantly  the 
same  in  town  and  country,  and  that  even  in  a crowded 
theatre  it  seldom  rises  to  one  per  cent. 

The  French  troops  in  Africa.  The  last  accounts 
from  Oran  to  Aug.  25th,  represent  the  heat  as  exces- 
sive. This  did  not  prevent  the  army  from  making  a 
reconnoisance  of  about  10  leagues  along  the  beautiful 
banks  of  the  river  Ticlat,  where  they  found  means  of 
mitigating  the  enervating  effects  of  an  extreme  tem- 
perature by  indulging  in  the  luxurious  fruits  of  the 
rich  gardens  that  adorn  that  valley,  whose  shaded 
flowery  bosques  recall,  it  is  said,  the  dreams  of  Per- 
sian poetry.  The  heat  was  so  great  that  the  natives 
were  lying  under  the  trees  and  brambles  naked.  The 
Sidi  Ibrahims  and  the  Ouled  Chemes  who  belong  to 
the  great  tribe  of  the  Beni  Amors,  inhabit  ibis  favor- 
ed spot.  They  can  bring  but  250  men  in  the  field, 
and  submitted  to  the  French  on  being  guaranteed  a 
a protection  against  Abdel-Kader,  who  has  establish- 
ed bis  camp  at  Ein-el-Kibir,  or  the  Great  Fountain. 

Count  Wetterstedt,  minister  for  foreign  affairs  in 
Sweden,  and  count  Guildenstolpe,  have  been  present- 
ed to  the  king  of  France.  Their  object  is  supposed 
to  be  to  arrange  with  the  Russian  minister  relative  to 
the  proposed  incorporation  of  Norway  with  Sweden. 
The  Norwegian  mountaineers  kick  fiercely  against 
the  project  of  chaining  their  destinies  to  the  car  of 
the  French  king  of  Sweden,  Bernadotte. 

Three  Spanish  decrees  of  30th  August  direct  the 
sale  of  the  bells  and  furniture  of  the  convents,  and  a 
forced  loan  of  20  millions  sterling  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  war.  The  disrobing  of  the  convents 
must  go  bard  against  the  ancient  and  inveterate  preju- 
dices of  Spanish  fanitacism.  . 
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Immense  freight.  The  steamboat  Huntsville  arriv- 
ed at  New  Orleans  on  the  29th  of  September  from 
Bayou  Sarah,  with  1,000  bales  cotton,  new  crop. 

A leap!  A waiter  named  Brown,  engaged  at  the 
refectory  corner  of  Roosevelt  and  Chatham  streets, 
New  York,  was  discovered  by  the  keeper,  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, purloining  money  from  the  drawer;  for  safe 
keeping  he  took  him  to  his  house  and  locked  him  up 
in  a room  in  the  third  story.  In  the  morning  Mr. 
Edwards  repaired  to  the  police  for  an  officer,  after 
getting  one  he  returned  and  unlocked  the  door  to  call 
forth  bis  prisoner,  but  found  to  bis  mortification,  that 
he  bad  made  his  escape,  by  jumping  from  the  third 
story  window. 

Heal  estate  in  Buffalo.  Three  years  ago,  a gentle- 
man of  that  city  sold  a piece  of  ground  for  six  dollars 
a foot,  and  made  an  hundred  per  cent,  in  the  trade. — 
Since  then  the  purchaser  has  been  offered  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  a foot  for  the  same  land,  and  refused 
it.  It  would  bring  that  under  the  hammer  even  in 
the  present  hard  times.  A piece  of  land  on  the  Ter- 
race, sold  two  years  ago  for  1,200  dollars.  It  was 
lately  resold  for  12,000  dollars.  A short  time  since 
a lot  on  the  flat  was  sold  at  a considerable  advance 
on  the  spring  prices;  the  cash  payment  down  being 
10,000  dollars.  During  the  past  six  weeks  we  have 
heard  of  a good  number  of  sales,  and  uniformly  at  an 
advance. 

New  coins.  The  government  of  the  United  Slates 
intend  to  issue  new  coins  as  a substitute  for  the  copper 
coins  now  in  use.  They  will  be  composed  of  a mix- 
ture of  copper  and  silver,  and  besides  the  cent,  which 
will  be  of  the  size  of  the  silver  dime,  half  cents  and 
pieces  of  the  value  of  ten  cents  and  a half  will  be 
struck  of  the  same  metallic  composition. 

'Pile  city  councils  of  Boston  have  resolved  to  send 
seventy-four  representatives  to  the  legislature  of  the 
state,  and  we  believe  the  city  sends  five  or  six  to  the 
senate. 

The  cholera  lias  been  very  severe  on  some  of  the 
plantations  in  the  vicinity  of  Charleston.  According 
to  a letter  received  in  New  York,  Thomas  Pinckney, 
esq.  of  Santee,  lost  forty-eight  negroes.  William 
Mazyck,  esq.  of  the  same  place,  lost  eighteen.  On 
the  plantation  of  William  F.  Capers,  esq.  Daniel’s 
island,  thirty-one  slaves  died.  Mrs.  Loundes,  Mrs. 
Rutlege  and  others,  were  also  sufferers,  and  the  dis- 
ease was  evidently  spreading  from  place  to  place.  It 
had,  however,  entirely  subsided  on  the  above  named 
plantations,  and  at  Daniel’s  island,  there  had  not  been 


| a case  for  ten  days.  The  letter  adds  that  the  bilious 
the  cholera. 

Snow  fall  in  Montreal  on  Wednesday  the  12th  inst. 
Snow  birds  have  made  their  appearance  in  Quebec  anil 
Montreal.  The  Indians  say,  “when  the  ponds  fill  up 
and  the  snow  birds  come,  look  out  for  winter.” 

Cultivation  of  Jigs.  Mr.  Eliplialet  Averill,  of 
Hartford,  Conn,  has  ihscovered  a method  of  preserv- 
ing fig  trees  and  bringing  the  fruit  to  perfection. — 
When  the  figs  are  half  or  two-thirds  grow  n,  they  cease 
grow  ing  and  present  every  appearance  of  not  coming 
to  maturity,  when  to  facilitate  their  growth  a drop  of 
olive  oil  is  put  upon  their  blossom  ends,  which  in  tight 
or  ten  days  produces  most  extraordinary  effect  in 
ripening  and  making  them  delicious.  By  pursuing 
this  method,  two  crops  of  nice  figs  it  is  said,  can  be 
raised  in  New  England  in  good  seasons;  in  Georgia 
three  are  obtained. 

Anthracite  coal.  The  first  coal  of  this  species 
known  west  of  the  Alleghany  mountain,  was,  we  are 
informed,  discovered  lately  on  the  banks  of  the  Big 
Muddy  creek,  in  Jackson  coumy,  Illinois.  If  this 
report  should  prove  true,  and  the  vein  extend  across 
the  Mississippi  as  has  proved  to  be  the  case  in  relation 
to  the  bituminous  coal,  there  can  be  no  longer  any 
obstacle  to  the  manufacturing  prosperity  of  Missouri, 
and  in  fact  the  whole  west.  With  her  mineral  re- 
sources and  llie  proper  fuel  for  their  manufacture,  she 
must  stand  unrivalled.  [St.  Bonis  Bull. 

The  Marines  at  Fort  Mitchell,  Alabama,  have  been 
ordered  to  Florida,  and  took  up  the  line  of  march  on 
the  4th  inst. 

Clover.  In  (be  yard  of  the  Mcyamensing  prison  a 
clover  is  growing  of  a kind  not  before  seen  in  this 
country.  The  leaf  is  large,  and  in  the  centre  of  each 
leaf  is  a small  heart  of  the  shape  of  that  on  ordinary 
playing  cards,  of  a deep  red  color,  distinctly  mark- 
ed. It  is  supposed  that  the  seed  was  conveyed  in 
some  Spanish  wool  which  was  picked  at  the  prison. 

[Philadelphia  Sent. 

The  steam  packet  Jf'illiam  Gibbons  was  wrecked  on 
Monday  iast,  when  on  her  voyage  from  New  York  to 
Charleston,  S.  C.  on  the  south  point  of  Bodily’s  is- 
land, near  the  mouth  of  the  New  Inlet.  There  were 
about  140  passengers  aboard,  all  of  w hom  were  saved, 
but  the  vessel  it  is  supposed  will  be  lost. 

A grave  above  ground.  On  the  bank  of  the  Ohio 
river,  between  Maysville  and  'Wheeling,  there  is  a 
east  iron  coffin,  supported  by  pillars,  about  two  feet 
above  the  surface  of  the  earth,  with  the  following  in- 
scription : 

“In  memory  of  Andrew  Ellison,  who  departed  this 
life  January  12,  1824.” 

The  deceased  was  an  eccentric  but  unfortunate  man. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  the  western  coun- 
try, ami  hewed  down  the  woods  with  his  ow  n hand. — 
He  left  about  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  bis  wi- 
dow, on  condition  she  buried  him  according  to  bis 
direction;  she  is  required  to  move  the  coffin  to  any 
place  in  which  she  may  take  up  her  abode.  By  mar- 
rying again  she  forfeits  the  whole  estate. 

Wild  turkeys.  On  Thursday  Iast  a flock  of  about 
thirty  or  forty  wild  turkeys  were  seen  flying  over 
Georgetown,  in  the  direction  nf  the  chain  bridge,  and 
on  the  Virginia  side  of  the  Potomac.  A man  who 
happened  to  be  on  the  bridge  at  the  time  with  his  gun, 
was  fortunate  enough  to  shoot  nine  oflhe  bevy,  which 
he  afterwards  sold  for  $1  25  each.  It  is  an  old  say- 
ing that  the  early  appearance  of  wild  turkeys  is  a sign 
of  a hard  winter.  We  hope  thAt  this  %ign  w ill  fail  of 
being  accomplished.  [Georgetown  Metrop. 

Judicial  longevity.  The  average  age  of  the  hon. 
Jeremiah  Smith,  Timothy  Taiiar,  Paine  Wingate  and 
Arthur  Livermore,  formerly  justices  of  the  supreme 
court  of  Maine,  is  now  over  83  years.  Judge  Win- 
gate is  in  his  98th  year,  is  the  oldest  graduate  on  the 
Cambridge  catalogue,  was  a senator,  anti  it  is  believ- 
ed is  the  only  survivor  of  tiie  first  congress  under  the 
constitution. 

Sacrilege.  Some  villains  taking  advantage  of  the 
storm  and  noise  on  the  night  of  the  late  election  in 
Philadelphia,  broke  into  St.  Mary’s  church,  Fourth 
street,  in  that  city,  and  stole  several  of  the  sacred  ves- 
sels. They  cut  to  pieces  some  of  the  dresses,  for  the 
sake  of  die  lace,  and  took  a quantity  of  silver  money 
which  had  been  collected  on  Sunday.  The  censer 
was  lost,  though  of  solid  silver;  the  sacrament  was 
laid  upon  the  altar,  and  the  chalice  carried  off. 

A general  frost  prevailed  throughout  South  Caroli- 
na and  Georgia  on  the  Gth  inst.  At  Augusta,  ice 
formed,  and  some  damage  to  the  cotton  crop  was  an- 
ticipated. At  Savannah,  ice  as  thick  as  a quarter  of 
a dollar,  formed  in  a small  tub.  Potatoe  vines,  pep- 
per plants  and  young  cotton  pods  were  more  or  less 
affected. 

l)ecp  snow.  In  speaking  of  the  late  severe  snow 
storm,  the  Albany  papers  inform  us  that  in  some 
places  in  the  county  of  Tompkins  it  fell  to  the  depth 
of  two  and  a half  feet;  it  was  so  deep  between  Sche- 
nectady and  Utica  that  an  extra  steam  engine  was  ne- 
cessary to  propel  the  cars. 
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Qcy-The  "Index”  to  the  last  volume  of  the  “Re- 
gister,” the  preparation  of  which  has  been  una- 
voidably delayed,  will  soon  be  published  and  duly 
forwarded  to  subscribers. 

0C5*It  may  be  well  to  state  that  the  reply  to  Mr. 
Dallas’  letter,  recently  published  in  this  work,  is 
attributed  to  the  pen  of  judge  Abel  P.  Upshur,  of 
Virginia. 

Mexico.  Nothing  of  importance  has  transpired 
since  our  notice  of  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Gorostiza. 
The  National  Gazette,  in  reference  to  that  act,  says: 
“The  Mexican  minister,  before  the  return  of  the 
president  from  Tennessee,  considered  his  mission 
as  terminated,  in  consequence  of  the  persistance  of 
the  government  in  the  order  under  which  general 
Gaines  entered  the  Mexican  territory.  His  de- 
parture, however,  was  postponed,  at  the  request  of 
the  secretary,  until  the  return  of  the  president, 
when  the  negotiations  were  renewed  without  suc- 
cess. Senior  Gorostiza,  being  unable  to  obtain  the 
recall  of  general  Gaines,  merely  awaits  his  pass- 
ports to  return  home.” 

New  Jersey.  The  legislature  of  this  state  as- 
sembled at  Trenton  on  tne  25th  instant.  In  the 
council  each  party  had  seven  members;  but  owing 
to  the  absence  of  one  of  the  whigs,  Dr.  Jeptha  B. 
Munn,  of  Morris  county,  (V.  B.)  was  chosen  vice 
president. 

Thomas  G.  Haight,  of  Monmouth,  was  chosen 
speaker  of  the  house,  and  Joseph  C.  Potts,  editor  of 
the  Trenton  Emporium,  was  appointed  clerk.  The 
Van  Buren  majority  in  the  assembly  is  12,  and  the 
same  on  joint  ballot. 

A bill  was  immediately  introduced,  passed  through 
all  its  stages,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  fixing  the 
time  of  choosing  electors  of  president  and  vice  pre- 
sident on  the  third  Tuesday  and.  Wednesday  of  No- 
vember next,  instead  of  the  time  now  fixed  by  law 
in  that  state,  which  is  thirty-six  days  before  the 
meeting  of  the  electoral  college. 

Treasury  order.  One  of  the  receivers  of  the 
public  moneys  in  Michigan,  recently  made  a de- 
posite  of  the  funds  received  by  him  since  the  issuing 
of  the  late  treasury  order.  The  amount  was  about 
$180,000  half  of  which  was  in  specie;  and  as  the 
deposite  bank  was  about  150  miles  distant,  it  oc- 
cupied a team  of  seven  yoke  of  cattle  eleven  days 
in  conveying  the  money  to  its  place  of  destination, 
during  which  time  it  was  guarded  by  three  men 
the  whole  being  a cost  of  at  least  five  hundred  dol- 
lars to  the  people! 

Thus  it  is  that  the  treasury  order  operates.  First, 
the  whole  business  of  the  country  is  deranged  from 
Maine  to  Georgia,  by  the  draining  the  specie  from 
the  banks,  and  after  it  is  deposited  in  the  hands 
of  the  receivers,  the  public  money  is  wasted  by 
hundreds  of  dollars  in  conveying  it  to  a place  of 
safety.  [ Buffalo  ('New  York ) Journal. 

Rail  road  accident.  On  Thursday  last  the 
train  of  cars  which  left  Baltimore  for  Frederick, 
was  upset  about  two  miles  this  side  of  the  Monoca- 
cy  river,  in  consequence  of  an  unperceived  defect 
in  the  road — one  of  the  rails  being  loose  and  out  of 
place  the  end  of  it  struck  the  tender,  and  threw  the 
whole  train  off  the  track,  thus  causing  the  over- 
turn. Several  of  the  passengers  and  the  conductor 
were  severely  injured,  but  none  dangerously. 

From  Florida.  The  last  accounts  from  Flori- 
da state,  that  general  Call  had  arrived  at  the  Wyth- 
lacoochee,  and  was  prevented  from  crossing,  the 
Indian  forces  being  too  strong  to  risk  a general 
battle.  A few  shots  were  exchanged,  and  gover- 
nor Call’s  guide,  Indian  Billy,  was  killed.  Gen. 

C.  captured  three  Indian  women  and  six  children. 
He  had  fallen  back  upon  Fort  Drane  to  obtain  pro- 
visions. 

We  understand  that  a volunteer  force  of  about  20 
men  had  proceeded  from  Black  Creek  with  the  pur- 
ose  of  intercepting  a much  smaller  party  of  In- 
ians,  with  a drove  of  hogs,  but  were  repulsed,  and 
had  returned  to  Black  Creek  without  effecting  their 
object. 

A letter  from  St.  Marks,  dated  September  30th, 
published  in  the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle,  states 
that  there  was  much  sickness  at  Suwanee  Old 
Town.  A steamboat  having  on  board  120  sick,  of 
the  Tennessee  volunteers,  was  in  the  harbor  of  St. 
Vol  LI  — Sig.  9. 


Marks,  bound  to  Pensacola.  The  sickly  season 
would  soon  be  over. 

Gen.  Gaines.  The  Army  Chronicle  says — We 
understand  that  gen.  Gaines  has  been  recalled  from 
the  immediate  and  personal  command  of  the  troops 
on  our  south  western  or  Texian  frontier;  and  that 
those  delicate  and  important  duties  have  been  en- 
trusted to  brevet  brigadier  general  Arbuckle.  This 
is  preparatory,  we  presume,  to  the  investigation 
before  the  court  of  inquiry  to  be  holden  at  F rederick, 
in  which  gen.  G.  is  interested. 

Generals  Gaines  and  Scott  still  continue  in  com- 
mand of  their  respective  departments. 

Important  to  pensioners.  The  following  cir- 
cular from  the  treasury  department  is  published  for 
the  information  of  all  pensioners: 
circular. 

Treasury  department, 

2 d comptroller’s  office,  Sept.  29,  1836. 
The  agent  for  paying  pensions  at 
Sir:  In  order  to  guard  more  effectually  against  a 
repetition  of  frauds,  as  heretofore  practised  by  the 
production  of  forged  papers,  the  first  three  follow- 
ing additional  rules  will  be  observed  by  the  account- 
ing officers  of  the  treasury: 

1.  In  every  case  where  the  pensioner  employs  an 
attorney  to  receive  his  pension,  the  execution  of 
the  power  must  be  in  the  presence  of  at  least  one 
witness,  other  than  the  magistrate  before  whom  it 
is  acknowledged.  No  payment  to  an  attorney  will 
be  allowed  unless  supported  by  a voucher  thus  exe- 
cuted. 

2.  In  all  cases  where  the  signature  of  the  pen- 
sioner or  his  attorney  is  required,  such  pensioner  or 
attorney  will  write  his  name  at  length,  if  capable  of 
so  doing,  otherwise,  his  signature  may  be  by  mark 
or  cross,  in  which  case  the  execution  must  be  in 
the  presence  of  at  least  one  competent  witness, 
other  than  the  justice  or  notary  who  acts  officially 
in  the  case. 

3.  No  payments  will  in  future  be  made  to  any 
pensioner,  either  in  person  or  by  attorney,  who  has 
not  applied  (or  his  pension  for  more  than  one  year, 
without  the  production  of  evidence  of  his  identity, 
as  prescribed  in  the  instructions  from  this  office  of 
June  10,  1833,  chapter  1,  section  2,  and  form  B, 
nor  until  such  evidence  has  been  transmitted  1o  the 
commissioner  of  pensions,  and  a special  direction 
authorising  the  payment  has  been  given. 

4.  In  cases  where  a certificate  has  been  issued  by 
the  commissioner  of  pensions,  to  the  widow  or  chil- 
dren of  an  officer  or  soldier  under  the  act  of  June  7, 
1832,  or  under  the  act  of  May  15,  1828,  no  proof  of 
the  relationship  of  the  applicant  to  the  deceased  of- 
ficer or  soldier  is  to  be  required  by  the  pension 
agent,  that  proof  having  been  necessarily  filed  in 
the  office  of  the  commissioner  of  pensions  prior  to 
the  issuing  of  such  certificate.  Respectfully,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

Albion  K.  Parris,  comptroller. 

The  oldest  pensioner.  Eighty  years  ago, 
the  strong  hold  of  the  north,  Fort  William  Henry, 
submitted  to  the  fortune  of  war,  and  surrendered  to 
the  French  under  the  gallant  Montcalm.  With 
Munroe  at  the  siege  was  David  Thompson,  who 
lately  died  at  Easton,  N.  H.  aged  about  100  years. 
He  is  believed  to  have  been  the  last  survivor  of  the 
two  thousand  soldiers,  commanded  by  the  brave 
old  col.  Munroe,  who  so  heroically  withstood  the 
repeated  attacks  of  eleven  thousand  regulars  and 
two  thousand  Indians,  under  the  command  of  Mont- 
calm, and  also  the  government  pensioner  of  the 
longest  standing  on  the  roll.  The  erect  bearing  of 
a soldier,  which  he  acquired  in  his  youthful  days, 
and  of  an  honest  man,  which  he  had  been  from  ear- 
liest manhood,  he  maintained  till  the  hour  of  his 
death. 

There  is  a curious  story  told  of  his  grandmother, 
Mary  Houghton.'  At  the  sinking  of  Port  Royal  in 
Jamaica  by  an  earthquake,  she  clung  to  the  sill  of 
her  house,  floated  away  on  it,  and  was  taken  off  by 
a vessel  safe,  when  all  but  three  of  the  inhabitants 
of  that  ill-fated  town  perished  in  the  ruins.  Seve- 
ral years  had  elapsed  after  the  disaster,  when  there 
came  to  the  tavern  in  Dorchester,  where  she  served 
as  a waiting-woman,  a traveller,  whom  she  instant- 
ly recognized  as  her  husband.  He  was  at  sea 
when  the>r  house  was  sunk  and  had  had  no  tidings 
of  her.  She  died  in  1708,  aged  105. 

[ Lowell  Courier. 


The  press.  The  following  extract  from  a re- 
cent publication  by  the  venerable  American  lexico- 
grapher deserves  the  attention  of  the  public,  and 
especially  of  the  conductors  of  the  newspaper  press: 
“The  press,  when  judiciously  managed,  is  one  of 
the  greatest  blessings  of  a civilized  people;  when 
abused,  it  is  the  most  powerful  instrument  of  mis- 
chief. Probably  no  civil  privilege  in  this  country 
is  so  much  perverted  and  abused.  In  no  country  is 
reputation  held  so  cheap.  Slander,  like  the  scythe 
of  death,  levels  all  worth  and  distinction;  the  press, 
one  of  the  noblest  instruments  of  improvement,  is 
converted  into  an  instrument  of  deception,  and  the 
means  of  making  citizens  hate  and  oppress  each 
other.  The  moral  effect  of  this  abuse  is  lamenta- 
ble; for  it  seems  to  have  become  a ruling  belief  of 
partizans  that  a man  has  a right  to  defame  those 
who  differ  from  him  in  opinion. 

“If  such  is  to  be  permanently  the  effect  of  popu- 
lar elections  vve  shall  pay  dear  for  the  privilege  in 
the  loss  of  morals.  At  present,  no  reputation  is 
safe,  especially  that  of  a man  in  public  life,  or  one 
who  appears  before  the  public  for  the  most  laudable 
purpose.  The  scrambling  for  office  keeps  the  public 
mind  in  continual  agitation;  generating  evil  passions 
and  enmities  among  citizens,  vho,  even  when  they 
are  wrong  in  their  opinions,  are  entitled  to  the  enjoy- 
ments of  their  reputation  and  their  social  rights. — 
What  a noble  improvement  in  our  public  prints 
shall  we  witness,  when  facts  shall  be  carefully  col- 
lected, judiciously  selected  and  fairly  published, 
without  conjectural  inference;  and  when  principles 
shall  be  discussed  with  ability  and  candor,  without 
assailing  character  and  motives. 

Noah  Webster.” 

Spain  continues  in  a most  distracted  condition — 
intestine  feuds  and  party  prejudices  have  reached 
to  a fearful  crisis  and  give  but  little  promise  of  a 
speedy  or  easy  restoration  of  tranquillity.  The  fol- 
lowing gives 

Don  Carlos’  views  of  Spain.  A proclamation  has 
been  addressed  to  the  Spanish  nation  by  Don  Car- 
los, dated  Aspeitia,  2d  Sept.  In  it,  after  deploring 
the  misfortunes  that  had  falle1'  on  the  country,  and 
taking  notice  of  the  events  at  La  Granja  and  Madrid, 
Don  Carlos  declares  that  the  world  does  justice  to 
the  sacredness  of  the  cause  of  his  subjects.  He  as- 
serts that  the  quarrel  is  now  not  one  of  the  succes- 
sions to  the  throne,  but  of  European  order  against 
anarchy,  and  points  out  the  divisions  of  the  revolu- 
tionists among  themselves.  He  observes  that  hea- 
ven will  not  leave  the  country  a prey  to  its  misfor- 
tunes, and  calls  upon  every  body  to  compare  the 
two  armies,  although  that  of  the  revolutionists  has 
been  aided  by  foreign  troops.  He  also  compares 
the  state  of  the  provinces  in  the  north  to  that  of 
other  parts  of  the  kingdom;  and  declares  his  wish 
to  be  the  seating  of  himself  on  the  throne  of  his 
ancestors,  that  he  may  reign  by  the  fundamental 
laws  and  privileges  of  the  nation,  and  that  by  his 
parental  and  economical  government,  he  may  re- 
pair the  ills  of  the  last  half  century.  The  procla- 
mation ends  by  an  appeal  to  all  Spaniards  of  probi- 
ty to  abandon  the  cause  of  the  usurper,  and  to  asso- 
ciate themselves  on  his  side. 

Lord  Nelson.  A late  English  writer,  an  eye 
witness  to  the  scene,  gives  the  following  descrip- 
lion  of  the  amputation  of  this  hero’s  arm,  and  his 
subsequent  death,  after  the  glorious  affair  of  Tra- 
falgar. It  makes  one’s  blood  run  quicker  to  read  it: 
“No  sooner  had  Nelson  been  examined  by  the 
surgeon  than  immediate  amputation  was  recom- 
mended. I undressed  him  myself,  and  laid  him 
down  on  the  cabin  table,  making  him  as  comforta- 
ble as  possible;  but  the  wound  was  one  which  must 
have  been  dreadfully  painful,  for  the  bone  was  shat- 
tered to  pieces;  and  I never  remember  to  have  seen 
such  a fracture  before.  ‘I’m  ready,’  said  Nelson; 
‘so,  doctor,  despatch.  You  know  your  business  too 
well  for  me  to  fear,  or  you  to  cause  useless  pain.’ — . 

I thought  I should  have  dropped  when  I saw  the 
first  cut.  Nelson’s  face  never  moved.  His  Vips,  it 
is  true,  were  closely  pressed  together;  but  that,  I 

have  been  told,  is  a strong  sign  of  determination. 

His  cheeks  were  pale  from  the  loss  of  blood,  and  he 
appeared  faint  from  the  exertion  of  rescuing  some 
of  the  men  whom  he  saved  from,  the  Fox.  Oh!  how 
I felt  when  I saw  the  long  kr.jfe,  bright  as  the  bin- 
nacle lamp,  dazzling  all  around.  Nelson  looked  at 
it,  and  in  a moment  it  was  down  to  the  bone,  right 
round  and  round  the  arm.  He  did  not  flinch  from 
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this;  but  just  before,  when  the  surgeon  drew  the 
skin  back,  he  looked  up.  Then  came  the  saw;  and 
I’m  blessed  if  the  carpenter,  sawing  olf  the  heel  of 
a studding-sail-boom,  could  have  set  to  work  with 
more  coolness  than  the  doctor.  Off  fell  the  limb — 
Nelson’s  good  right  arm — one  that,  in  the  attack, 
not  a month  previous,  with  the  Spanish  gun-boats, 
had  defended  its  owner,  and  saved  his  life,  as  well, 
perhaps,  as  John  Sykes’  skull.  No  sooner  was  the 
limb  dressed,  the  knives  removed,  the  assistant  sur- 
geon despatched  to  look  for  others,  than  up  gets  the 
admiral,  and— ‘Brace,’  says  he,  ‘get  some  paper, 
and  write  down  the  despatch  as  I tell  you.’  And 
it’s  as  true  as  the  gospel,  he  told  every  word,  and 
held  the  paper  and  read  it  himself,  to  see  that  it  was 
all  correct,  although  it  was  11  o’clock  at  night  be- 
fore it  was  finished.” 

Mortality  of  New  York.  The  following  is 
a statement  of  the  deaths  in  this  city  during  nine 
corresponding  months  in  the  years  1835  ana  1836. 

[iY.  Y.  Express. 


I subject  myself  to  the  very  painful  labor  of  revis- 1 Trade  with  the  Sandwich  Island.  We 
ing  a book  with  above  1,100  quotations,  some  of  copy  the  following  from  a correspondent  of  the 


them  from  ponderous  folios  and  quartos  of  four  and 
five  volumes:  that  (let  it  not  be  forgotton)  [ not 
only  do  not  seek  to  make  a considerable  sacrifice 
on  it,  as  I have  made  on  the  two  former  editions — 
when  all  these  circumstances  are,  I say,  duly  con- 
sidered, it  is  astonishing  that  so  much  apathy  and 
indifference  are  displayed  by  so  many  whose  bo- 
soms ought  to  glow  with  the  pure  love  of  country. 
It  is  painful  to  state,  but  truth  calls  for  the  state- 
ment, that  there  have  not  been  more  than  half  a 
dozen  Irishmen  in  the  United  States,  who  have, 
either  now  or  heretofore,  taken  any  serious  interest 
in  the  subject,  or  made  any  effort  to  promote  the 
success  of  the  work.” 


1835. 

1836. 

January 

694 

577 

F ebruary 

635 

542 

March 

627 

532 

April 

510 

609 

May 

527 

544 

June 

389 

579 

July 

578 

697 

August 

679 

894 

September 

678 

807 

5,315 

5,841 

5,315 

Surplus  in  1836 

526 

Texian  navy,  kc.  We  publish  the  following 
list  of  vessels  whose  registers  and  papers  emanate 
from  the  Texian  government: 

Vessels  of  war. 

Texian  schr.  of  war  Independence,  com.  Hawkins. 
“ Invincible,  capt.  Brown. 

“ Brutus,  capt.  Hurd. 

“ Liberty,  Wheelwright. 

“ Thomas  Toby,  Suares. 

“ Terrible,  (privateer.) 
armed  steamboat  Ocean,  capt.  Grayson. 

“ schooner  Passaid,  (transport.) 
Merchantmen. 

brig  Col.  Crockett,  Chase, 
schooner  Col.  Fannin,  Thompson, 

“ San  Jacinto,  Henry, 
steamboat  Yellow  Stone,  Grayson. 

“ Laura, 


Indian  treaty.  The  following  letter  from  gen. 
Hughes  on  this  subject  contains  the  most  gratify- 
ing intelligence,  and  we  hasten  to  lay  it  before  our 
readers  without  any  comment,  as  it  speaks  for  itself. 

[Boonslick  Dem. 

Fort  Leavenworth,  September  17th,  1836. 
Peter  H.  Burnet,  editor  of  the  Far  West: 

Sir:  It  is  with  infeigned  pleasure  after  a strug- 
gle for  many  years,  I now  have  it  in  my  powder  to 
announce  to  you  and  to  my  fellow  citizens  of  the 
“Far  West,”  that  on  this  day  a treaty  has  been 
satisfactorily  concluded  with  the  Iowray,  Sac  and 
Fox  tribes  of  Indians,  by  which  they  have  ceded 
and  relinquished  to  the  United  States,  all  their 
claims  to  the  strip  of  land  lying  west  of  the  state  of 
Missouri,  and  north  of  the  Missouri  river.  Nothing 
is  now  wanting  but  the  confirmation  of  the  treaty, 
by  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  and  the  assent 
of  the  state  of  Missouri,  to  enable  our  citizens  to 
enter  and  live  in  peace  and  quietness,  in  this  de- 
sirable country. 

I shall  be  off  in  a few  days,  with  a deputation  of 
Indians,  who  desire  to  meet  governor  Dodge  in  the 
Wisconsin  territory,  to  hold  a council  with  him,  on 
the  subject  of  the  cession  of  their  lands  lying  north 
of  the  Missouri,  giving  room  for  a large  state  on 
the  north  of  your  state.  If  the  efforts  now  making 
should  be  crowned  with  success,  the  Indians  own 
ing  the  country,  will  emigrate  to  the  south  side  of 
the  Missouri  river  and  our  citizens  enjoy  their 
homes  in  peace  in  a country,  which  for  salubrity 
of  climate,  health,  mineral,  commercial  and  agri- 
cultural advantages,  will  not  be  surpassed  by  any 
section  of  North  America.  With  high  respect  and 
esteem  your  ob’tserv’t,  And’w  S.  Hughes. 


Boston  Mercantile  Journal,  who  has  resided  at  Ho- 
nolulu, and  who  has  had  abundant  means  to  obtain 
information.  It  is  an  accurate  exhibit  for  1834; 
since  that  year  trading  foreigners  have  multiplied 
and  business  increased. 

Imports  into  the  port  of  Honolulu,  island  of  Oahu, 
for  the  year  1S34. 

From  the  United  States  of  America,  §82,000 
“ Valparaiso  and  Lima,  36,000 

“ Coast  of  California,  62,000 

“ China,  42,000 

“ Society  and  other  South  Sea  island,  4,000 
“ America  and  England,  per  whale  ships,  20,000 
“ New  Zealand  and  New  South  Wales,  16,000 
“ Columbia  river  and  Russian  settle- 
ments, 10,000 


sloop 


Cayuga, . 

Col.  Knight,  Charles. 


Fourth  of  July,  Scott. 

List  of  American  vessels  engaged  in  the  trade  be- 
tween New'  Orleans  and  ports  in  Texas: 


American 


brig 

schr. 


Good  Hope,  capt.  ■ 


Flash,  capt.  Falvel. 

Flora,  capt.  Appleman. 

“ “ Julius  Cassar,  Lightburn. 

“ “ Kosciusko,  Burns. 

“ “ Pennsylvania,  Delarue. 

“ “ William  & Francis,  Watts. 

“ “ Gen.  De  Kalb,  Matthews. 

“ “ Urchin,  Bridges. 

“ “ Shenandoah,  Moore. 

The  above  is  taken  from  the  most  correct  sources, 
and  show’s  the  number  of  vessels  more  or  less  con- 
nected in  the  trade  between  our  city  and  the  ports 
of  Texas. 

At  this  time  many  of  these  merchant  vessels  go 
without  convoy,  that  being  hitherto  rather  accorded 
to  vessels  having  Mexican  goods  aboard,  and  bound 
to  some  of  the  ports  in  Mexico. 

These  schooners  are  in  danger  of  being  taken  by 
Mexican  brigs  of  war  now  cruising  off  the  harbors 
of  Texas,  and  which,  in  the  absence  of  many  of 
the  Texian  armed  schooners,  and  of  any  convoy  by 
a United  States  vessel  of  war,  will  probably  com- 
mit depredations  on  our  commerce.  [A.  O.  Bull. 

“ViNDiciiE  Hibernicie.”  The  venerable  Ma- 
thew Carey,  the  Irish  and  American  patriot,  pro- 
poses to  republish  the  standard  history  of  Ireland, 
named  above.  This  work  should  be  in  the  hand  of 
every  man,  who  desires  to  know  the  truth  respect- 
ing that  injured  and  oppressed  country.  In  this 
prospectus,  Mr.  Carey  has  the  following  passage: 

“When  it  is  considered  that  there  are  at  least 
from  6 to  700,000  Irish  and  descendants  of  Irish  in 
this  country,  of  whom  probably  half  are  Roman 
Catholics;  that  this  work  was  written  (with  what 
success  let  the  judgment  of  the  archbishop  of  Dub- 
lin, of  Mr.  McNevin  and  other  enlightened  indivi- 
duals decide)  with  a view  to  vindicate  the  charac- 
ter of  their  country;  that  at  the  advanced  age  of  76 


Extinguishment  of  fire  in  St.  Peters- 
burgh.  The  following  article,  in  relation  to  the 
extinguishment  of  fires,  is  from  a new  publication 
by  M.  Von  Tietz,  Prussian  counsellor  of  legation 
to  St.  Petersburgh,  Constantinople  and  Napoli  di 
Romania. 

“In  eveiy  district  in  the  city  (St.  Petersburg) 
there  are  several  police  stations,  wherein  fire  err 
gines  are  placed,  with  high  towers,  upon  the  galle 
ries  of  which  there  are  two  watchmen.  So  soon  as 
these  observe  a fire  break  out,  by  ringing  a bell, 
apprise  the  firemen  beneath,  who  immediately  has- 
ten to  the  spot.  In  whatsoever  portion  of  the  city 
the  fire  happens  to  be,  it  is  indicated  upon  the  tow- 
ers alluded  to.  For  every  district  a peculiar  set  of 
figures  is  exhibited  as  a kind  of  telegraph;  at  night 
this  is  done  by  lanterns.  Eveiy  body  of  firemen 
has  its  distinct  time  appointed  even  to  a minute,  by 
which  to  reach  the  place  of  fire.  The  whole  are 
organized  and  equipped  like  a regiment;  and  have 
no  other  occupation  besides  this.  They  are  exer- 
cised every  week,  sometimes  a wooden  building  of 
light  construction,  at  some  distance  from  the  city, 
is  set  on  fire,  in  order  to  instruct  the  men  in  the 
practical  service.  The  mounting  of  the  machines 
is  excellent,  and  the  entire  arrangements  for  extin- 
guishing fire  appropriate,  and  indeed  elegant.  Of 
these,  tne  most  useful  are  the  fire  ladders,  which 
can  be  drawn  up  with  great  ease,  to  the  highest 
story  of  a house.  Equally  serviceable'  are  the  large 
nets,  held  extended  to  receive  those  persons  who 
can  only  be  saved  by  springing  down  into  them; 
this  manosuvre  is  constantly  practised  by  the  fire- 
men in  order  to  gain  dexterity;  and  hitherto,  on 
adopting  it, they  have  always  been  fortunate  enough 
to  save  the  individuals  without  incurring  any  acci- 
dent. In  the  severe  frosts  of  winter,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  water  from  freezing,  certain  prepara- 
tions are  made  under  the  navigable  reservoir,  for 
receiving  hot  coals.  It  is  interesting  to  observe  at 
fires  the  strict  regularity  with  which  the  subordi- 
nates obey  the  orders  of  their  officers,  and  the  death- 
defying  intrepidity  wherewith  these  grave,  power- 
fully formed  men  dash  into  the  devouring  element, 
fearlessly  scrambling  along  the  narrow  paths  on  the 
tops  of  the  flaming  houses.  The  emperor  always 
remembers,  after  each  event  of  this  kind,  to  reward 
them  by  some  liberal  donation.” 


$272,000 

The  articles  imported  from  the  United  States, 
Chili  and  Peru,  consists  of  American  domestic  cot- 
ton cloths,  prints  of  calicoes,  hardware,  sheathing 
copper,  cordage,  canvass,  naval  stores,  paints,  iron, 
ship  bread,  nails,  glass,  salt  provisions,  rum,  bran- 
dy, gin,  wine  and  furniture. 

F rom  California — otter  skins,  bullock  hides  and 
horses.  From  China — silk  and  cotton  goods,  nan- 
kins, teas,  sugar,  kc.  From  Society  and  other 
islands  in  the  southern  hemisphere — pearl  shells, 
turtle  shells,  sugar,  cocoa  nut  oil,  kc. 

The  articles  landed  from  whale  ships  are  general- 
ly the  same  as  those  imported  in  American  mer- 
chant ships.  From  New  Zealand,  New  South 
Wales  and  Columbia  river,  we  receive  boards, 
plank,  spars  and  fish. 

In  the  foregoing  estimate  no  account  is  made  of 
the  large  quantity  of  goods  brought  to  this  port, 
destined  for  other  markets  and  of  course  taken  away 
again  without  landing  or  exchanging  hands. 

Exports  from  the  port  of  Honolulu,  island  of 
Oahu,  for  the  year  1834. 

Sandal  wood,  7,000  piculs  ( large  and  small ) , $40,000 
Sea  otter  skins  and  other  furs,  55,000 

Bullocks’  hides,  20,000 

Spermaceti,  black,  rakui  and  cocoa  nut  oils,  20,000 
Turtle  shell  $1,000,  pearl  shells  $3,000  4,000 

Salt  3,000,  goat  skins  $3,000,  6,000 

Provisions,  vegetables  and  other  supplies 
to  the  American  and  English  whale  ships, 
which  they  barter  for  in  exchange  for 
goods  or  draw  bills  of  exchange  upon 
England  and  America,  70,000 

Merchandise  imported  and  again  exported, 
principally  to  California  and  other  Rus- 
sian settlements  in  N.  W.  America, 


50,000 


$265,000 

List  of  vessels  owned  by  foreigners  residing  at 
Honolulu,  and  engaged  in  the  trade  to  California, 
Russian  settlements^  China,  kc.  kc.  1S34. 


Tons. 

Ship  Rasselas,  307 

Barque  Don  Quixotte,  2£7 

Brig  Lady  Wrangell,  140 

“ Avon,  130 

“ Diana,  190 

“ Convoy,  135 

“ Tranmere,  200 

Schr.Loriot,  100 

“ Unity,  65 

“ 4th  July,  60 

“ Harriet,  60 

“ Victoria,  50 

“ Thetis,  35 

“ Flibbcrty  Jibbet,  37 


Value. 
$12,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
8,000 
6,000 
10,000 

3.500 
4,000 
4,000 

8.500 

2.500 
2,500 
2,500 

$88,500 

89,000  barrels  oil, 
14,400  “ “ 


Arrivals  year  1834: 

American  whale  ships,  99 

English  do.  do.  17 

Merchant  ships,  9 

Merchant  brigs,  27 

152  vessels — total  num- 
ber of  tons,  46,416,  besides  an  English  sloop  of  war. 

The  value  of  houses,  wharves  and  other  landed 
property  owned  at  Honolulu  by  Americans  am 
English,  cannot  be  estimated  less  than  100,000. 

The  whole  amount  of  property  at  the  port  of  Ho 
nolulu  actually  owned  or  on  deposit  and  belongin 
to  foreigners,  is  not  less  at  any  time  than  half  a mil 
lion  of  dollars,  of  which  400,000  dollars  is  the  pro- 
perty of  Americans,  and  100,000  dollars  English. 

Inclined  planes.  The  new  locomotive  steai; 
engine,  “Washington  County  Farmer,”  built  fi, 
the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  by  Mr.  Norris 
was  placed  on  the  Columbia  rail  road  on  Tuesda 
afternoon. 
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The  power  of  the  engine  was  then  tested  in  as- 
cending the  inclined  plane,  which  was  performed 
to  the  complete  satisfaction  of  numerous  scientific 
gentlemen  invited  expressly  for  the  occasion. 

The  plane  is  2,800  feet  long,  ascent  in  that  dis- 
tance 196  feet,  equal  to  369  feet  to  the  mile  or  1 
foot  rise  in  143  10.  Weight  of  engine  18,170  lbs. 
with  water  included.  Load  drawn  up  30,116  lbs. 
including  tender  with  fuel  and  water,  two  large  pas- 
senger cars  and  39  passengers.  Time  of  running, 
3 min.  15  sec. — pressure  in  the  boiler  under  70  lbs. 

In  descending  the  plane,  the  engineer  repeatedly 
came  to  a dead  stand  from  a great  speed,  and  for 
some  minutes  played  up  and  down  the  grade,  thus 
proving  most  satisfactorily  the  immense  power  of 
the  engine  and  the  perfect  safety  in  its  performance. 
The  engine  is  a master-piece  of  machinery  and  of 
beautiful  exterior. 

The  result  here  obtained  has  never  been  equalled 
by  the  best  engines  in  this  country  or  Europe,  ex- 
cepting only  similar  performances  of  the  “George 
Washington,”  an  engine  by  the  same  maker. 

The  advantages  of  this  great  improvement  in  lo- 
comotive engines,  is  self-evident — rail  roads  can  be 
constructed  at  much  less  cost  than  heretofore,  now, 
that  engines  can  be  procured  (of  the  usual  weight) 
to  perform  on  grades  of  70  or  even  100  feet  rise  in 
the  mile.  [Phil.  Inq. 

Experiments  at  sea.  We  are  indebted  to  a 
friend,  who  has  just  arrived  from  Europe,  for  the 
following:  [Baltimore  Gaz. 

Experiments  made  on  board  the  Charlemagne. — 
20th  of  September,  1836,  the  weather  being  calm, 
I corked  an  empty  wine  bottle,  and  tied  a piece  of 
linen  over  the  cork;  I then  sank  it  into  the  sea  six 
hundred  feet:  when  drawn  immediately  up  again 
the  cork  was  inside,  the  linen  remained  as  it  was 
placed,  and  the  bottle  was  filled  with  water. 

I next  made  a noose  of  strong  twine  around  the 
bottom  of  a cork,  which  I forced  into  the  neck 
of  the  bottle,  lashed  the  twine  securely  to  the  neck 
of  the  bottle,  and  sank  the  bottle  six  hundred  feet. 
Upon  drawing  it  up  immediately,  the  cork  was 
found  inside,  having  forced  its  way  by  the  twine, 
and  in  so  doing  had  broken  itself  in  two  pieces;  the 
bottle  was  filled  with  water. 

I then  made  a stopper  of  white  pine,  long  enough 
to  reach  to  the  bottom  of  the  bottle;  after  forcing 
this  stopper  into  the  bottle,  I cut  it  off  about  half 
an  inch  above  the  top  of  the  bottle,  and  drove  two 
wedges  of  the  same  wood  into  the  stopper.  I sank 
it  six  hundred  feet,  and  upon  drawing  it  up  im- 
mediately the  stopper  remained  as  I placed  it,  and 
there  was  about  a gill  of  water  in  the  bottle,  which 
remained  unbroken.  The  water  must  have  forced 
its  way  through  the  pores  of  the  wooden  stopper, 
although  wedged  as  aforesaid,  and  had  the  bottle 
remained  sunk  long  enough,  there  is  no  doubt  but 
it  would  have  been  filled  with  water. 


Bear  baiting  on  reformed  principles. — 
William  Green,  Freemasons’  row,  appeared  at  the 
olice  office  to  answer  a summons  procured  against 
im  by  inspector  McCullock.  The  latter  stated 
that  on  Monday  the  29th  ultimo,  he  went  to  the 
house  of  the  defendant,  where  he  found  between 
fifty  and  sixty  men,  and  about  thirty  dogs,  with 
which  the  former  were  baiting  a bear.  “Well,” 
said  Mr.  Hall,  “what  have  you  to  say  for  yourself 
this  time?”  “Pooh!”  replied  the  defendant,  “why 
it’s  all  nonsense;  the  dogs  can  do  the  bear  no  harm, 
because  it’s  clothed  all  over  in  the  skin  of  another 
bear;  nor  the  bear'can’t  hurt  the  dogs — not  a bit!” 
Mr.  Hall — “No,  I believe  the  bear  cannot  hurt  the 
dogs,  but  I think  the  dogs  hurt  the  bear.”  De- 
fendant— “Pooh,  not  a bit,  I tell  you;  and  whereas 
he  says  I had  fifty  or  sixty  men,  and  thirty 
dogs — I tell  you,  as  I charges  sixpence  a piece 
for  men,  and  threepence  for  dogs,  and  I only 
fobbed  eight  and  sixpence  that  day,  so  how  can 
that  be — hey?”  Mr.  Hall.  “There  is  a law  against 
it,  and — ” complainant,  (interrupting) — “We  baits 
’em  on  reformed  principles.  It  do  not  hurt  ’em, 
’cause  we  only  baits  the  skin,  and  not  the  bear. 
You  might  as  well  bait  a bundle  of  rags.  In  Lon- 
don they  used  to  bait  ’em  stark  naked,  but  we 
’dopts  a reformed  system;  we  sews  ’em  up  in  a 
skin,  and  lets  the  dogs  tear  away;  they  can’t  hurt 
’em;  its  unpossible;  it’s  only  to  try  .the  fact  if  the 
dogs  has  corridge  and  pluck  enough  to  run  at  the 
bear,  and  there’s  nothing  contrary  to  the  hact  of 
parliament  in  that,  I think.”  Mr.  Hall — “I  have 
attempted  to  tell  you  that  the  practice  is  unlawful, 
but  I perceive  you  are  inclined  to  be  boisterous  as 
when  you  were  last  summoned  here:  now — ” De- 
fendant, (interrupting) — “I’ve  got  the  bears,  and 
1 must  keep  ’em.  I can’t  sell  ’em.  How  am  I to 
get  a bit  of  bread  for  myself  and  the  poor  dumb 
animals?  Pooh!  it  does  not  hurt  ’em  a bit.”  Mr. 


Hall — “If  you  would  suffer  youself  to  be  sewed  up 
in  a bear’s  skin  and  allow  twenty  or  thirty  ferocious 
dogs  to  be  turned  loose  upon  you,  then — Defendant 
(again  interrupting.)  “Well,  I will!  I agree  to 
it!  You  may  sew  me  up  this  minute,  and  set  all 
the  dogs  in  Liverpool  at  me;  I’m  ready  now.  Pooh! 
on  the  new  system  it  dosn’t  hurt  a bit.”  Mr.  Hall. 

I tell  you  sir,  it’s  very  cruel,  and — ” Defendant, 
(in  derision.)  “CruelfPooh!  What’s  fox  hunting? 
Cruel!  You  start  out  a poor  fox,  or  maybe  a hare, 
that  hasn’t  strength  to  defend  himself,  and  you  turn 
out  forty  or  fifty  big  dogs  after  him,  twice  as  big  as 
he  is,  and  you  gallop  away  after  him  till  he  is  ex- 
hausted; then  the  dog  catches  him  and  tears  him  all 
to  pieces.  Cruel!  which  is  the  cruelest?  But  that’s 
a gentleman’s  sport,  and  gentlemen  can  do  as  they 
like.”  Mr.  Hall  said,  as  the  law  was,  so  he  must 
administer  it.  The  defendant  was  fined  forty  shil- 
lings and  costs.  [Liverpool  Mercury. 

Sandwich  Islanders.  The  last  American 
Quarterly  Review  remarks  upon  the  difficulty 
which  the  Sandwich  Islanders  experience  in  pro- 
nouncing our  harsh  consonants  and  their  combina- 
tions. Accordingly,  they  soften  all  English  names 
in  accordance  with  this  principle.  Thus  New  Bed- 
ford becomes  Nu  Bedefoda;  Boston  is  made  a word 
of  four  syllables,  Bosetona;  Nantucket  is  Nonetuke- 
ta;  Philadelphia  becomes  Piladelpia;  and  Britain, 
Beritania.  The  letter  s is  one  of  the  stumbling 
blocks;  they  cannot  pronounce  it,  but  always 
change  it  into  k or  Z.  Hence,  Mr.  Ellis,  the  mis- 
sionary, was  called  Ellild.  [Post. 

Dutch  names  of  places.  Bergen  signifies  to 
save,  secure  or  hide. 

Bloemen-dal,  anglice,  the  valley  of  flowers;  cor- 
rupted to  Bloomingdale. 

Boter-bergh,  anglice,  butter  hill,  from  its  resem- 
bling in  form  a roll  of  butter. 

Bi-ooklyn.  This  word,  it  is  alleged,  is  a corrup- 
tion of  the  Dutch  word  Breuckelen,  or  Brokkelen. 
The  former  word  may  signify  a gap  or  opening  in 
a coast. 

“The  utmost  sandy  breach  they  shortly  reach.” 
The  meaning  of  “Brokkelen”  is  to  “make  breach- 
es or  gaps  in,”  or  a place  where  such  breaches  are 
made.  As  to  the  applicability  of  this  name  to  the 
locality  in  question,  I cannot  decide. 

Coney  island.  This  name  is  generally  supposed 
to  be  a corruption  of  Conyn’s  island;  so  called  in 
honor  of  its  original  proprietor.  Sed  quere.  May 
not  Coney  island  have  been  so  called  in  consequence 
of  its  abounding  in  coneys,  or  rabbits? 

Haverstroo — Oatstraw.  This  place  is  now  called 
Havers  traw. 

Hoboken  is  the  name  of  one  of  the  ancient  fami- 
lies of  Antwerp,  the  original  proprietor  of  the  soil. 

Moordenaar’s  Kill — Murderer’s  Creek,  (in  Rens- 
selaer county),  so  called  because  it  was  the  scene 
of  some  dreadful  murders  during  the  French  war. 

Paltz — anglice,  palatinate. 

Paulus  Hook,  named  after  Paulus  or  Paul  Schrick, 
the  original  owner  of  the  soil. 

Poesten-kill.  The  Dutch  word  “poesten”  means 
to  huff,  swell,  or  storm. 

Red-hook,  from  the  Dutch  word  “roodehoek,” 
literally  red  point,  or  corner. 

Sandy  Hook,  from  the  Dutch  zandt  hoelc,  literally 
translated  “sandy  corner.” 

Slypsteen-eyland — anglice,  grindstone  island. 

Styt-den-duyvel  Kill,  literally  translated,  means 
“in  spite  cf  the  devil  creek.”  See  Geoffry  Crayon. 

Staten  idand,  from  the  Dutch  Staaten-eyland,  i.e. 
States  islarrl,  meaning  the  states  general  of  Holland. 
Stattsburgh is  referable  to  the  same  origin. 

[Schenectady  Reflector. 

The  orihan  of  the  temple.  Under  this 
head,  the  london  Morning  Post  publishes  an  ar- 
ticle relativi  to  the  claims  of  an  individual  profess- 
ing to  be  the  son  of  Louis  XVI,  but  known  under 
the  title  of  the  duke  of  Normandy.  It  purports  to 
be  a letter  from  M.  Gruan,  the  former  procureur  of 
the  king,  ard  at  present  the  friend  and  advocate  of 
the  individual  in  question.  It  states  “that,  in  1809, 
the  son  of  Louis  XVI.  arrived  for  the  first  time  in 
Prussia,  wiere  his  presence  was  known  only  to  the 
due  de  Scbill.  In  1811,  the  emperor  of  Austria, 
the  king  of  Prussia,  and  the  emperor  of  Russia, 
were  inbrmed  that  the  prince  was  in  Germany. — 
In  fact,  the  prince  was  obliged  to  confide  the  secret 
of  his  biithtoM.  Lecocque,  and  the  minister,  prince 
of  Hartenberg,  ordered  to  be  sent  to  him  the  docu- 
ments proving  that  he  who  submitted  them  was 
really  the  son  of  Louis  XVI.  and  Maria  Antoinette; 
in  consequence  of  this  communication,  and  by  or- 
der of  the  minister,  the  duke  obtained  the  rights  of 
citizenship,  on  condition  of  assuming  the  name  of 


Naundorff,  which  was  given  him  as  a protection 
against  the  power  of  Napoleon.  As  his  family  have 
refused  to  acknowledge  him,  and  he  has  been  ban- 
ished from  France,  the  prince  has  addressed  him- 
self to  the  emperor  of  Austria  and  other  powers, 
for  permission  to  be  confronted  with  his  sister,  the 
dutchess  d’Angouloene,  and  to  have  his  pretensions 
fairly  examined.  His  last  petition  was  addressed 
to  the  king  of  England,  and  bears  date  the  26th  Au- 
gust, 1836.  Lord  Palmerston,  to  whom  it  was  com- 
municated, returned  it  with  an  expression  of  regret 
that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  lay  it  before  the 
king.” 

The  letter,  which  forms  a part  of  the  article  in 
the  Times,  concludes  in  the  following  language:  “I 
wish,”  sire,  “to  have  the  question  settled  of  my  ve- 
racity or  falsehood.  Deign,  therefore,  to  grant  me 
an  audience,  which  will  settle  your  own  conviction. 
It  is  an  office  worthy  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain 
to  bring  my  sister  and  myself  together,  and  grant  us 
the  opportunity  of  a conference.  This  proceeding 
will  silence  the  tongue  of  calumny,  and  make  her 
what  she  would  never  have  ceased  to  be,  but  for  the 
traitors  who  surround  her. 

“Should  you  accede  to  my  request,  sire,  the  no- 
ble daughter  of  king  Louis  XVI.  and  Maria  An- 
toinette will  hasten,  I doubt  not,  to  accept  your  ma- 
jesty’s mediation,  and  you  will  restore  to  the  orphan 
of  the  temple  her  whom  he  has  never  ceased  la- 
menting during  his  life,  and  who  deserves  by  her 
long  and  cruel  sufferings  to  find  a brother  and  a 
friend.” 

To  what  degree  of  credit  the  claims  of  this  indi- 
vidual are  entitled,  we  have  no  means  of  determin- 
ing. If  he  be  the  “true  prince,”  his  case  is  cer- 
tainly a hard  one,  compelled  as  he  is  to  see  a dis- 
tant branch  of  the  Bourbon  family  placed  in  that 
throne  to  which  he  possesses  an  hereditary  claim. 
But  such  are  the  tricks  which  fortune  so  often  plays 
both  with  kings  and  subjects. 

[Philadelphia  Commercial  Herald,  Oct.  19. 

Game  by  the  wholesale,  The  Portland  Ar- 
gus states  that  at  a recent  shooting  match,  ih  Frye- 
burg,  (Mud  city),  captain  Henry  Batchelder  and 
five  others  brought  in  1,735  squirrels  of  all  kinds, 
black,  gray,  red,  flying  and  striped;  and  about  150 
woodpeckers,  blue  jays,  hawks  and  owls.  Another 
party,  consisting  of  captain  Charles  and  four  others, 
brought  in  1,265  squirrels  of  the  above  description, 
over  100  woodpeckers  and  many  other  birds — the 
whole  amounting  to  nearly  3,850.  Bears  are  also 
very  numerous  in  that  section  of  the  country:  six 
or  seven  have  been  killed  in  that  neighborhood. 
Near  the  White  Mountains  a boy  five  years  of  age 
was  taken  by  one  and  carried  off.  At  the  same 
place,  an  inlant  child  was  taken  from  its  mother’s 
arms  by  one  of  these  monsters,  who  escaped  to  the 
woods  with  it,  where  it  was  soon  followed  by  men 
and  dogs  and  made  to  pay  the  forfeit  of  its  life. 
No  trace  of  the  child  was  found,  save  a few  pieces 
of  its  clothes. 

The  same  paper  says,  there  is  now  living  in 
Fryeburg,  in  this  state,  a lady,  whose  weight  is 
estimated  at  700  lbs.  She  walks  about  the  house 
with  apparent  ease,  is  healthy  and  cheerful.  Her 
countenance  is  as  fresh  as  a buxom  lass  of  16,  though 
her  age  is  about  45. 

Long  Island  farms.  Alderman  Ingraham 
stated  in  the  course  of  debate  in  the  board  of  aider- 
men,  of  New  York,  that  upwards  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  had  been  offered  for  the  Long  Is- 
land farms — these  grounds  cost  the  city,  a few 
years  since,  only  about  six  thousand  dollars. 


FOREIGN  NEWS. 

PORTUGAL. 

The  Diario  de  Gobierno,  published  at  Lisbon  on 
the  10th  September,  contains  a proclamation  is- 
sued by  the  queen  relative  to  a new  revolution, 
her  acceptance  of  the  resignation  of  all  the  late 
ministers  in  consequence,  and  the  appointment  of 
others.  The  members  of  the  present  cabinet  are — 

Conde  de  Lumiares,  minister  of  war  and  presi- 
dent of  the  council. 

Manoel  de  Silva  Passos  minister  of  the  interior. 

Manoel  Antoni  Lopez  Vieira  de  Castro,  minister 
of  ecclesiastical  affairs. 

Visconte  de  Sa  de  Banderia,  minister  of  finances 
and  ad  interim  minister  of  foreign  affairs. 

Antonio  Cesar  de  Vasconcellos  Correa,  minister 
of  the  navy. 

The  following  proclamation  was  issued  by  the 
queen  on  the  10th  of  September: 

Department  of  the  interior.  In  accordance  with 
representations,  that  have  recently  been  made  to 
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me  by  a great  number  of  citizens,  and  induced  by 
other  demonstrations  of  the  national  will  in  favor  of 
the  restoration  of  the  political  constitution  of  the 
kingdom,  of  the  23d  September,  1822,  with  such 
modifications  as  circumstances  require,  I freely  de- 
clare, that  the  said  constitution  is  in  full  force,  and 
direct  that  the  general  cortes  of  the  Portuguese  na- 
tion shall  be  immediately  convened;  the  members 
of  which,  besides  the  ordinary  powers  they  possess, 
shall  be  invested  with  power  to  make  those  modifi- 
cations in  the  constitution  they  may  think  proper. 

The  minister  and  secretary  of  state  of  the  depart- 
ment of  the  interior,  ad  interim,  will  carry  this  de- 
cree into  execution,  and  take  prompt  measures  to 
receive  my  oath  to  the  constitution,  and  for  the 
meeting  of  the  cortes. 

Given  in  the  palace  de  Necessidades  on  the  10th 
September,  1836.  THE  QUEEN. 

The  Malaga  papers  furnish  some  information 
touching  the  causes  of  this  revolution.  We  avail 
ourselves  of  the  translations  given  by  the  Courier 
& Enquirer: 

It  appears  that  for  some  time  previous  a general 
dissatisfaction  was  evinced  by  the  people  of  Lisbon, 
against  the  minister  Freire,  and  that  on  the  arrival 
there  on  the  9th  of  September  of  some  opposition 
deputies  from  the  provinces  of  the  Douro  and  Upper 
Beira,  this  dissatisfaction  was  manifested  by  the 
demonstrations  of  joy  with  which  these  deputies 
were  received;  the  Tagus  was  covered  with  boats 
filled  with  people,  and  on  their  landing  they  were 
accompanied  by  an  immense  crowd  to  their  lodg- 
ings. The  government  had  taken  measures  to  pre- 
vent any  events  of  serious  consequence  following, 
but  they  appear  to  have  been  fruitless. 

At  night  the  battalions  of  the  national  guards 
who  were  under  arms,  joined  the  troops  of  the  line, 
and  proclaimed  the  constitution  of  1822.  A depu- 
tation was  sent  by  them  to  the  queen,  requiring  her 
to  proclaim  the  constitution  of  1822,  and  dismiss 
her  ministers.  This  was  immediately  conceded, 
and  the  count  de  Lumiares  and  Viscount  SadeBan- 
deira,  were-Birected  to  form  a new  ministry.  No 
excesses,  it  is  said,  were  committed,  except  the 
breaking  the  windows  of  the  palace  of  the  duke  de 
Palmella. 

The  ex-ministers,  Freire  and  Carbaho,  had  dis- 
appeared, and  it  was  supposed  they  were  secreted 
in  the  queen’s  palace,  whose  husband,  Don  Fer- 
nando, was  believed  to  be  inimical  to  the  change. 
An  apprehension  was  entertained  that  the  queen 
would  attempt  to  escape  on  board  of  one  of  the 
vessels  of  the  English  squadron  in  the  Tagus,  which 
had  been  considerably  reinforced  and  consisted  of 
three  ships  of  the  line  and  many  smaller  vessels. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th,  a considerable  ac- 
tivity was  observed  In  the  British  squadron;  the 
boats  were  lowered  and  filled  with  marines,  three 
of  them  had  guns  on  board,  and  they  approached  in 
line  near  to  the  Belem  quay.  The  national  guards 
immediately  ran  to  arms,  and  were  joined  by  the 
troops  of  the  line  that  were  encamped  at  Origue. 
At  one  o’clock  they  proceeded  with  their  chiefs  to 
the  palace  of  Las  Necessidades.  A deputation  of  of- 
cers  repaired  to  the  . queen  to  demand  an  expres- 
sion of  her  adhesion  to  the  constitution.  The 
whole  corps  diplomatique  were  with  her  with  the 
exception  of  the  Spanish  minister.  Her  majesty, 
after  conferring  with  the  British  ambassador,  signed 
the  decree  we  published  above,  and  subsequently 
the  troops  marched  off  after  passing  before  her,  sta- 
tioned at  the  balcony. 

Those  who  directed  this  movement  not  being  en- 
tirely satisfied,  the  count  de  Luminaires  prevailed 
on  the  queen  and  her  husband  to  swear  to  the  con- 
stitution in  the  municipal  hall,  whither  she  proceed- 
ed in  a carriage  with  him,  and  there  they  both  took 
the  oath  required. 

It  was  said  that  all  the  foreign  ministers  except 
the  Spanish,  have  protested  against  the  act  of  the 
queen,  which  they  assert  she  was  compelled  to 
perform  by  violence.  The  English  steamboat  was 
detained  till  the  11th,  when  she  left  Lisbon,  taking 
with  her  the  protests  of  the  diplomatic  corps,  and 
other  interesting  despatches. 

The  following  proclamation  was  issued  by  the 
governor  of  the  palace. 

The  chief  of  the  stafF  in  a private  letter  to  me, 
dated  from  Carolina  on  the  22d  of  this  month,  °-ives 
me  the  pleasing  intelligence  that  the  rebels  under 
Gomez,  united  with  those  under  Serrador,  Quilez, 
Esperanza  and  others,  making  in  all  14,000  men’ 
have  been  completely  defeated  at  Villarrobledo,  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  river  Manzanares,  by  general 
Espartero’s  division  under  the  command  of  briga- 
dier Alaix,  3,000  prisoners,  all  the  baggage,  a large 
number  of  killed,  and  the  complete  dispersion  of 
the  rebels  are  the  trophies  of  brilliant  victory, 
which  is  a happy  accompaniment  to  that  obtained 
in  Navarre,  by  our  brave  general  Oraa. 

JUAN  ANTONIO  ESCALANTE. 


Captain  Townsend,  of  the  brig  Empress,  at  New 
York,  in  28  days  from  Malaga,  informs  the  editors 
of  the  Daily  Advertiser  that  despatches  from  Madrid 
had  arrived  at  Malaga  on  the  26th  September,  an- 
nouncing that  general  Alaix  (of  the  queen’s  party) 
on  the  21st  of  September  had  had  an  engagement 
with  general  Gomez,  of  the  Carlist  army.-  Gen. 
Alaix  had  taken  3,000  prisoners  with  all  the  booty 
that  gen.  Gomez  had  before  taken  from  the  queen’s 
army,  and  had  completely  dispersed  the  whole  Car- 
list  army,  which  consisted  of  14,000  men.  A great 
number  of  the  Carlist  troops  were  killed.  This 
news  was  confirmed  by  an  extra  express  from  Mad- 
rid, which  arrived  a few  hours  before  the  Empress 
sailed.  There  were  great  rejoicings  in  Malaga  on 
the  reception  of  this  news. 


ELECTIONS. 


GEORGIA. 

We  have  received  full  returns  of  the  congression- 
al election  in  this  state,  and  subjoin  the  aggregate 
votes  given  to  each  candidate — from  which  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  union  ticket  is  elected,  with  the 
exception  of  gen.  Coffee,  who  died  previous  to  the 
termination  of  the  election,  and  his  name  was  con- 
sequently dropped.  Mr.  Dawson,  being  the  highest 
on  the  state  rights  ticket,  is  therefore  elected.  The 
legislature  stands,  union  men,  155,  state  rights,  111. 

Recapitulation  of  the  ninety  counties  in  the  state. 


Union  ticket. 


State  rights  ticket. 


Cleveland, 

29,577 

Alford, 

28,754 

Coffee, 

28,521 

Black, 

28,3  IS 

Glascock, 

48,139 

Colquett, 

28,607 

Grantland, 

29,330 

Dawson, 

28,944 

Haynes, 

29,475 

Habersham, 

28,523 

Holsey, 

29,175 

Jackson, 

28,403 

Jackson, 

29,403 

King, 

28,401 

Owens, 

29,321 

Nesbit, 

28,337 

Towns,  29,539 

General  Glascock  was 

on  both  tickets. 

The  followin 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

g members  of  congress 

have  been 

elected — Mr.  Pickens  in  the  3d  and  Mr.  Thompson 
in  the  2d  district,  were  elected  without  opposition. 
The  4th,  7th,  8th  and  9th  districts  are  still  to  be 
heard  from. 

Members  elected. 

1st  district,  Hugh  S.  Legare, 

2d  Waddy  Thompson, 

3d  Francis  W.  Pickens, 

5th  Wm.  K.  Clowney, 

6th  James  H.  Hammond. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  following  statement  of  the  congressional 
vote  of  Pennsylvania  is  copied  from  the  “Pennsyl- 
vanian,” which  paper  says,  the  returns  are  all  offi- 
cial with  the  exception  of  a few  from  the  north 
western  counties  which,  however,  will  be  fouT>d  to 
correspond,  very  nearly,  with  what  is  set  down  to 
them. 

Lists.  Van  Buren.  Harrison. 


1.  Southwark,  &c. 

2,568 

2,074 

2.  Philadelphia  city 

3,072 

5,317 

3.  Northern  Liberties, 

&c.  4,432 

4,339 

4.  Delaware  county 

1,043 

1,100 

Chester 

3,311 

3,427 

Lancaster 

4,207 

5,389 

5.  Montgomery 

3,194 

1,963 

6.  Bucks 

3,085 

3,260 

7.  Northampton 

2,154 

1,012 

Wayne 

580 

234 

Pike 

maj.  346 

Monroe 

1,146 

205 

8.  Schuylkill 

1,128 

935 

Lehigh 

1,75.3 

1,495 

9.  Berks 

4,276 

3,160 

10.  Dauphin 

1,834 

1,609 

Lebanon 

1,051 

1,186 

11.  York 

3,366 

2,414 

12.  Franklin 

1,795 

1,703 

Adams 

1,313 

1,344 

13.  Cumberland 

1,889 

1,715 

Perry 

1,100 

421 

Juniata 

644 

519 

14.  Columbia 

1,250 

1,002 

Luzerne 

1,631 

1,644 

15.  Mifflin, 

1,036 

575 

Huntingdon, 

1,793 

1,922 

Centre, 

2,085 

637 

16.  Lycoming, 

1,522 

937 

Union, 

1,391 

1,170 

Northumberland, 

1,362 

919 

17.  Bedford, 

1,385 

1,494 

Susquehannah, 

902 

875 

Tioga, 

1,217 

105 

Potter, 

226 

46 

McKean, 

158 

16 

18.  Bedford, 

maj.  800 

Somerset, 

577 

1,453 

Cambria, 

maj. 

36 

Westmoreland, 

2,871 

1,574 

Indiana, 

823 

1,100 

F ayette. 

2,075 

Greene, 

1,177 

Washington, 

2,537 

2,766 

Allegheny, 

2,9S4 

3,155 

Butler, 

1,433 

970 

Clearfield, 

455 

288 

Jefferson, 

290 

355 

Armstrong, 

maj. 

163 

Beaver, 

maj. 

. 250 

Mercer, 

1,285 

1,731 

Crawford, 

1.466 

1,148 

Erie, 

1,172 

1,727 

Warren, 

512 

251 

V enango, 

maj. 

600 

86,415 

72,967 

Members  elected  to  the  next  congress,  to  which 
is  prefixed  the  delegation  in  the  present  congress. 


24 th  congress. 
Joel  B.  Sutherland, 
James  Harper, 

Joseph  R.  Ingersoll, 
Michael  W.  Ash, 
Edward  Darlington, 
William  Heister, 

David  Potts,  jr. 

Jacob  Frye,  jr. 
Matthias  Morris, 

David  D.  Wagener, 
Edward  B.  Hubley, 
Henry  A.  Muhlenberg. 
William  Clark, 

Henry  Logan, 

George  Chambers, 
Jesse  Miller, 

Joseph  Henderson, 
Andrew'  Beaumont, 
Joseph  B.  Anthony, 
John  Laporte, 

Job  Mann, 

J.  Klingensmith,  jr. 
Andrew  Buchanan, 

T.  M.  T.  McKennan, 
Harmar  Denny, 

Samuel  S.  Harrison, 
John  Banks, 

John  Galbraith, 


25 th  congress. 
Lemuel  Paynter, 

John  Sergeant, 

Geo.  W.  Toland, 
Francis  J.  Harper, 
Edward  Darlington, 
Edward  Davies, 

David  Potts,  jr. 

Jacob  Frye,  jr. 
Matthias  Morris, 

David  D.  Wagener, 
Edward  B.  Hubley, 
Henry  A.  Muhlenberg, 
Luther  Reily, 

Henry  Logan, 

Daniel  Shelter, 

Charles  McClure. 
William  W.  Potter, 

R.  H.  Hammond, 
David  Petriken, 
Samuel  W.  Morris, 
Charles  Ogle, 

J.  Klingensmith, 
Andrew  Buchanan, 

T.  M.  T.  McKennan, 
Richard  Biddle, 
William  Beatty, 
William  Henry, 


\rnold  Plummer. 

Mr.  Pearson  is  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy  in 
the  present  congress  occasioned  by  Mr.  Bank’s  re- 
signation. 

OQ-The  names  of  the  whigs  are  put  in  italics. 

OHIO. 

Having  received  authentic  returns  from  all  the 
congressional  districts  in  Ohio,  we  annex  a com- 
plete list  of  the  members  elected  to  the  next  con- 
gress, to  which,  for  the  purpose  of  comparison,  we 
prefix  the  names  of  the  present  representatives. 


24 th  congress. 

1.  Bellamy  Storer, 

2.  Taylor  Webster, 

3.  Joseph  H.  Crane, 

4.  Thomas  Corwin, 

5.  Thomas  L.  Hamer, 

6.  Samuel  F.  Vinton, 

7.  William  K.  Bond, 

8.  Jeremiah  McLene, 

9.  John  Chaney, 

10.  Sampson  Mason, 

11.  William  Kennon, 

12.  Elias  Howell, 

13.  David  Spangler, 

14.  William  Patterson, 

15.  Jonathan  Sloane, 

16.  Elisha  Whittlesey, 

17.  John  Thomson, 

18.  Benjamin  Jones, 

19.  Daniel  Kilgore, 

(JCF’Whigs  in  italics. 

In  the  next  congress  there  will  be  eleven  whigs 

and  eight.  Van  Buren  members.  In  the  present 
congress  the  parties  are  ten  to  nine.  The  changes 
in  the  3d,  6th,  12th,  13th  and  15th  districts  were 
caused  by  the  present  members  declining  a re-elec- 
tion. Mr.  Corwin  was  re-elected  by  a majority  of 
1,702  votes,  and  Mr.  RidgW'ay  by  a majority  of 
1,586  votes  over  Mr.  McLene,  the  present  Jackson 
member.  Mr.  Storer  lost  his  election  by  550.—* 
The  exact  state  of  the  polls  in  the  other  districts 
we  have  not  learnt. 


2 5th  congress. 
Alexander  Duncan, 
Taylor  Webster, 
Patrick  G.  Goode, 
Thomas  Convin, 
Thomas  L.  Hamer, 
Calvary  Morris, 
William  K.  Bond, 
Joseph  Ridgivay, 
John  Chaney, 
Sampson  Mason, 
James  Alexander,  jr. 
Alexander  Harper, 
D.  P.  Leadbetter, 
W.  H.  Hunter, 

John  W.  Allen, 
Elisha  Whittlesey, 
Andrew  W.  Loomis, 
Matthias  Shepler, 
Daniel  Kilgore. 


IMPORTANT  TREASURY  CORRESPOND- 
ENCE. 

From  the  Globe  of  the  26th  inst. 

Having  understood  that  a correspondence  had  re- 
cently taken  place  with  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
in  respect  to  the  present  state  of  the  money  mar- 
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ket,  and  more  especially  in  New  York  city,  as 
growing  out  of  the  late  deposite  act  and  other 
causes,  we  applied  for  copies  of  it.  They  have 
been  politely  furnished,  and  will  tend,  we  believe, 
to  remove  much  misapprehension  in  respect  to  this 
subject,  and  to  correct  many  prevalent  errors. 

Washington,  Oct.  22,  1836. 

Sir:  In  the  present  state  of  the  money  market  in 
England,  we  cannot  look  with  confidence  to  a con- 
tinuance of  the  import  of  specie  from  Europe.  It 
might  therefore  be  deemed  beneficial  by  the  de- 
partment, at  this  time,  to  procure  a million  of  dol- 
lars or  more  in  specie  from  Havana  or  Jamaica. 
Should  instructions  be  given  to  that  effect,  to  the 
superintendent  of  the  mint,  the  bank  of  America 
will  cheerfully  act  as  agent  (without  any  charge 
on  their  part)  to  carry  the  same  into  effect.  Cuba 
or  Jamaica  presenting  at  this  moment  the  best 
prospect  for  obtaining  a supply.  We  have  the 
honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obe- 
dient servants,  GEO.  GRISWOLD, 

BENJ’N  L.  SWAN. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury. 

Washington,  Oct.  22,  1836. 

Sir:  The  unparalleled  speculations  in  lands 
throughout  the  United  States,  the  over  trading  of 
the  commercial  community,  and  the  transfer  of  the 
surplus  funds  under  the  recent  act  of  congress — 
preparatory  to  a distribution  among  the  several 
states — have  turned  the  balance  of  trade  against  the 
city  of  New  York,  and  caused  a very  severe  pres- 
sure upon  the  money  market. 

Believing  it  will  give  you  pleasure  to  remove  the 
existing  evils,  as  far  as  it  is  compatible  with  your 
official  duties,  we  beg  to  suggest  for  your  consi- 
deration, the  postponement  of  the  warrants  already 
drawn  on  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  run- 
ning to  maturity,  in  favor  of  banks  in  the  state  of 
New  York,  thirty  days  from  the  time  they  respec- 
tively fall  due;  and  all  those  payable  to  banks  out 
of  the  state,  three  and  six  months;  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  to  direct  the  banks  on  whom  those 
warrants  are  drawn,  to  place  the  amount  of  those 
funds  in  the  respective  places  required. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  we  have  not 
come  here  as  delegates  or  agents  for  any  institu- 
tions or  others,  but  in  our  individual  capacity, 
knowing  the  above  facts,  and  to  represent  them  to 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  being  fully  persuaded 
he  feels  a deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  coun- 
try. We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  re- 
spect, your  most  obedient  servants, 

GEO.  GRISWOLD. 
BENJ’N  L.  SWAN. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury. 

Treasury  department,  October  24,  1836. 

Gentlemen:  Your  communications  of  the  22d 
instant  have  both  been  received,  and  carefully  con- 
sidered: 

In  respect  to  your  suggestion  about  the  mint, 
and  the  readiness  of  the  bank  of  America  to  aid  the 
government  without  charge  in  procuring  a supply 
of  suitable  metal  for  coining,  I am  happy  to  ac- 
knowledge the  liberality  of  the  offer,  and  to  state, 
that  the  director  of  the  mint,  as  long  ago  as  last 
August  and  September,  had  full  authority  conferred 
on  him  for  this  purpose.  At  the  same  time  he  was 
lequested  to  malce  seasonable  preparation  to  obtain 
the  amount  of  metal  probably  needed  to  keep  the 
mint  in  full  and  active  operation,  and  was  assured 
that  any  reasonable  sums  of  money  would  be  trans- 
ferred to  him  for  that  purpose.  I trust  that  on  your 
seeing  him,  or  opening  a correspondence  with  him, 
he  will  give  any  further  information  desirable  on 
this  point. 

In  respect  to  the  other  topics  in  your  letters, 
connected  with  the  present  state  of  the  money  mar- 
ket, you  do  not  err  in  “believing  it  will  give  me 
pleasure  to  remove  the  existing  evils,  as  far  as  is 
compatible  with  my  official  duties.” 

But  as  the  causes  which  you  justly  assign  for 
those  evils  are  so  deeply  seated  and  wide  spread, 
and  are  so  disconnected  with  the  operations  of  this 
department,  it  is  hardly  practicable  that  any  dura- 
ble or  efficient  relief  can  be  obtained,  except  by  a 
removal  or  modification  of  the  causes  themselves. 
This  removal  or  modification  of  the  chief  and  pri- 
mary causes,  must  depend  on  the  returning  pru- 
dence, moderation  and  good  sense  of  the  communi- 
ty, generally,  in  limiting  trade  within  reasonable 
boundaries,  abandoning  numerous  wild  specula- 
tions in  lands  and  stocks,  and  in  managing  their 
banking  concerns  with  a stricter  regard  to  true 
banking  principles. 

The  only  cause  over  which  this  department  has 
any  immediate  control,  being  the  execution  of  the 
late  deposite  act,  you  will  readily  perceive  that  its 


several  provisions  having  emanated  from  congress, 
and  not  the  treasury,  can  legally  be  changed  or 
modified  by  congress  alone.  In  the  mean  time, 
those  provisions  it  is  my  duty,  and  will  be  my  care, 
faithfully  to  enforce,  while  they  remain  a part  of 
the  law  of  the  land.  But  every  indulgence  which 
can  be  granted,  consistent  with  those  provisions, 
will  cheerfully  be  given  to  the  fiscal  agents  of  the 
treasury,  and  through  them  to  the  commercial 
community,  as  well  as  to  all  persons  unfavorably 
affected  by  the  operation  of  a portion  of  the  depo- 
site act. 

So  far  as  regards  your  requests,  there  is  a discri- 
mination to  be  noticed  between  two  species  of  dis- 
tribution of  the  public  money  required  by  the  act. 

The  first  distribution  is  between  different  banks, 
so  that  no  one  shall  be  allowed  to  hold  permanently 
more  public  money  than  three-fourths  the  amount 
of  its  capital.  This  is  not  in  any  degree  postponed 
by  the  act  of  the  next  year,  or  any  other  specified 
time;  but  is  to  take  effect  soon  as  practicable,  or  ac- 
cording to  the  fair  construction  of  the  intention  of 
congress,  soon  as  it  can  reasonably  be  effected, 
considering  all  the  various  circumstances  connected 
with  so  large  and  delicate  an  operation.  In  your 
city  alone,  its  operations  will  require  the  transfers 
of  something  like  eight  millions  of  dollars  from  the 
old  deposite  banks  to  new  ones,  either  in  the  state 
or  out  of  it. 

The  selection  and  organization  of  new  banks 
to  receive  so  large  a sum,  and  the  collection  and 
removal  of  so  great  an  amount  gradually  and  safely, 
have,  with  the  like  operation  in  other  sections  of  the 
country,  severely  taxed  my  attention  and  labors  for 
some  months,  and  are  still  doing  it. 

Besides  this  first  distribution  of  the  deposites,  a 
second  one  is  rendered  necessary  by  the  deposite 
act,  among  the  different  states  in  ratable  propor- 
tions. Under  this  last  operation,  the  proportions 
are  not  required  to  be  actually  paid  over  to  the 
states  till  next  January,  and  quarterly  thereafter 
during  the  year. 

But  the  preparation  beforehand  to  insure  their 
punctual  and  prompt  payment  there  has  been  care- 
ful and  constant,  and  coupled,  whenever  convenient 
with  the  first  and  earlier  distribution  required  among 
the  banks,  so  as  to  prevent  the  great  inconveniences 
and  pressure  in  the  money  market  attendant  on 
double  transfers,  first  from  bank  to  bank  near,  and 
next  from  state  to  state  at  a distance. 

I have,  therefore,  in  cases  where  the  public  mo- 
ney had  largely  accumulated  in  any  banks  in  any- 
one state,  and  new  banks  could  be  seasonably  ob- 
tained in  other  states,  where  only  a little  public 
money  already  existed,  made  but  one  transfer  to 
accomplish  both  objects,  and  by  a single  operation 
have  reduced  the  excess  in  certain  banks  and  in 
certain  states,  and  placed  it  in  the  states  where  it 
would  be  needed  next  year,  and  where  they  before 
had  not  an  equal  portion  of  the  public  money. 

In  accomplishing  these  objects  with  a view  to 
arrange,  upon  an  equal  and  proportionate  basis, 
the  deposites  among  both  the  banks  and  the  states 
as  required  by  the  law,  due  notice  of  the  times  and 
place  of  large  payments,  has  been  given  so  as  to 
proceed  in  a gradual,  and  at  the  same  time,  sea- 
sonable manmr,  considering  a sudden  and  imme- 
diate transfer  of  the  whole,  not  only  possible,  but 
ruinous  to  the  community  as  well  as  the  banks, 
and  not  intendtd  by  the  act.'  When  it  has  been 
ascertained  that  the  operation  going  on  was  too 
rapid  for  the  resources  of  the  banks  or  the  neigh- 
borhood, without  great  distress,  I have  extended 
the  period  of  time  for  the  transfers,  and  especially 
those  of  distant  states,  (which  are  less  urgent  than 
the  others  under  the  law),  provided  it  could  be 
done  without  defeating  the  spirit  as  well  as  the 
words  of  the  law,  and  without  hazarding  its  faithful 
and  prompt  execution.* 


*lt  may  be  proper  to  add,  by  way  of  further  ex- 
planation as  to  the  facts,  that,  if  all  the  above  or- 
dered transfers  to  other  states  from  New  York 
were  completed,  and  no  new  transfers,  receipts  or 
expenditures  should  take  place,  there  would  still 
remain  in  that  state,  and  most  of  the  amount  in  its 
commercial  capital,  about  ten  millions  of  dollars  of 
public  money,  or  quite  five  millions  more  than  the 
whole  probable  proportion  of  that  state,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  deposite  act. 

The  three  original  deposite  banks  in  that  city, 
had,  by  the  last  returns,  nearly  a million  of  dollars 
each  more  public  money  than  three-fourths  of  the 
amount  of  their  respected  chartered  capitals.  But 
the  excess  has,  since  the  deposite  law  took  effect, 
being  four  months  ago,  been  seasonably  placed  un- 
der transfers  to  other  banks,  some  of  which  are 
within,  and  others  out  of  the  state  of  New  York, 
and  payable  at  future  periods;  giving  what  was  re- 
garded reasonable  time  for  the  operation. 


Adhering  to  these  principles,  I do  not  hesitate 
on  your  representation,  to  extend  the  time  of  pay- 
ment for  most  of  the  transfers  not  yet  due  from  the 
several  banks  in  New  York  city  though  the  trans- 
fers in  your  own  neighborhood,  and  particularly 
those  for  the  reduction  of  the  deposites  to  their  legal 
amount  among  these  banks,  cannot,  with  propriety, 
be  much  longer  delayed.  Some  of  the  outstanding 
transfers  have  now  30,  60  and  90  days  or  nearly 
that,  to  run  before  payable;  and  several  of  them, 
amounting  in  all  to  about  one  and  a quarter  millions 
of  dollars,  are  not  payable  at  a distance  but  in  your 
own  city. 

All  those  payable  out  ofthe  city  and  state,  over  the 
amount  of  transfers  payable  from  other  states  be- 
fore the  1st  of  January,  are  less  than  one  and  a half 
millions  of  dollars. 

Those  transfers  from  your  city,  which  fall  due 
at  home  or  within  the  state  of  New  York  before 
the  1st  of  January,  will,  therefore,  as  you  desire,  be 
postponed  30  days  each,  but  cannot,  with  pro- 
priety, be  further  extended.  Those  which  fall  due 
out  of  the  state,  before  the  1st  of  January,  will  at 
once  all  be  postponed  to  the  1st  of  January,  as  the 
chief,  though  not  sole  object  of  them,  is  to  have 
the  money  there  seasonably  for  division  among  the 
states. 

It  is  hoped  that  these  indulgences  will  be  em- 
ployed, by  the  banks  to  enable  them  to  complete 
easily  the  transfers  already  ordered,  and  to  execute 
efficiently  the  remaining  transfers  which  will  be 
necessary  under  the  act  to  be  directed  hereafter, 
and  of  which,  as  heretofore,  unless  public  exigen- 
cies should  forbid,  whenever  large  in  amount,  a°due 
and  liberal  notice  beforehand  of  the  times  and  places 
of  payment,  will  be  carefully  given. 

Concerning  your  last  request  to  me  to  direct  the 
banks  making  the  transfers  to  put  the  amounts  at 
the  proper  places,  in  the  meantime,  before  they 
become  payable,  it  may  be  necessary  to  explain, 
that  the  transfer  order  is  now,  in  both  form  and 
substance,  to  that  effect,  When  it  is  made  payable 
at  a distance,  the  funds  must  be  remitted  there  by 
the  time  it  falls  due;  but  if  at  home,  they  must  be 
got  ready  at  home. 

If,  as  is  apprehended  from  your  remarks,  it  is 
supposed  by  some  that  a transfer  draft  can,  any 
more  than  a treasury  warrant,  be  made  payable  on 
its  face  in  any  thing  except  specie,  provided  the 
holder  chooses  to  demand  specie,  the  error  should 
be  corrected,  as  the  idea  is  illegal  and  preposterous. 
But  the  department  has,  in  no  case  ever  given  any 
order  to  demand  any  portion  of  either  of  them  in 
specie. 

The  holder  of  the  warrant  often  accepts  bank 
notes  or  checks,  and  so  does  the  holder  of  the  trans- 
fer draft,  and  in  the  latter  case  the  bills  ofthe  bank, 
in  whose  favor  it  runs,  or  balances  against  such 
bank  would,  of  course,  be  always  as  available  as 
specie  to  meet  the  transfer  when  due.  I am,  gen- 
tlemen, very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

To  Geo.  Griswold  and  Benjamin  L.  Swan , esos. 
New  York. 


LAW  CASE. 

From  the  Journal  of  Commerce. 

Superior  court,  October  20th.  Judge  Oakley  pre- 
siding. Fetterplaee,  Hiler  & Co.  vs.  Tinkham  & 
Hart. 

This  was  an  action  to  recover  damages  for  injury 
done  to  merchandise,  on  board  a vessel  belonging 
to  the  defendants,  who  undertook  to  convey  it  to 
this  port. 

The  plaintiffs  reside  at  Marseilles,  and  the  de- 
fendants are  ship  owners  in  this  city.  On  the  22d 
of  April,  1835,  the  plaintiffs  shipped  at  Marseilles, 
on  board  the  brig  Seadrift,  belonging  to  the  defend- 
ants, 100  bags  of  beans,  in  good  order,  consigned  to 
Putnuin  and  Slocum  of  this  city.  The  brig  arrived 
here  in  July,  and  the  consignees  found  that  42  bags 
of  the  beans  were  materially  damaged  on  the  pas- 
sage,  and  7 bags  of  them  so  completely  spoiled  that 
they  were  ultimately  thrown  away  as  being  totally 
worthless.  The  consignees  therefore  had  them  sur- 
veyed by  the  port  warden,  and  sold  at  auction  as 
damaged  goods,  by  Minturn  & Co.  who  sold  the  93 
bags  for  $'193  19,  which  appeared  to  be  nearly  the 
full  value  of  them,  in  their  then  condition,  as  a 
judge  of  the  article  who  purchased  them  at  the  auc- 
tion, was  glad  to  resell  them  for  a few-  dollars  move 
than  he  gave  for  them.  The  damage  which  the 
beans  received  on  ship  board  was  occasioned  chief- 
ly by  rats  and  mice,  but  it  was  also  alleged  that  they 
were  damaged  by  improper  stowage,  and  damp,  as 
they  emitted  a most  offensive  swell,  and  it  appear- 
ed that  several  of  the  bags  had  become  so  rotten  on 
the  ^ passage,  that  on  their  arrival  here,  the  mate 
of  t’le  vessel  purchased  some  new  bags  and  put  into 
them  the  beans  which  had  fallen  out  of  the  original 
bags  which  had  become  decayed.  Another  prbof 
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of  the  article  having  been  improperly  stowed,  was 
deduced  from  the  fact,  that  some  of  the  bags  were 
marked  with  the  rust  of  the  iron  hoops  of  casks 
which  had  been  stowed  over  them,  and  that  the 
parts  of  the  bags  so  marked  were  completely  rot- 
ten. In  order  to  show  that  the  articles  must  have 
been  injured  by  damp,  and  had  not  become  spoiled 
from  any  inherent  defect,  it  was  shown  that  some 
of  the  bags  had  been  stowed  in  the  state  room,  and 
in  these  the  beans  were  in  order  on  their  arrival 
here.  It  was  shown  in  evidence  that  if  the  beans 
had  been  in  good  order  they  would  be  worth  $650 
in  this  market  at  the  time  they  arrived  here. 

For  the  defence,  it  was  contended  that  the  damage 
was  done  the  beans  entirely  by  mice,  and  that  it 
was  therefore  one  of  those  inevitable  accidents 
which  ship  owners  were  not  liable  for,  and  in  order 
to  show  that  all  due  care  and  precaution  had  been 
taken  in  this  respect,  evidence  was  adduced  to  show 
that  before  the  vessel  left  N.  York  she  had  been  tho- 
roughly smoked.  From  New  York,  she  went,  in 
the  first  place,  to  New  Orleans,  and  there  a cat  was 
procured,  which  remained  on  board  during  the  re- 
mainder of  her  voyage.  Whilst  the  vessel  was  at 
Marseilles  she  was  hove  down,  newly  coppered  and 
thoroughly  overhauled,  and  the  mate  deposed  that 
he  then  saw  no  mice  on  board,  or  until  after  the 
vessel  had  got  to  sea,  on  her  voyage  home.  It  ap- 
peared, however,  that  there  were  great  numbers  of 
them  then  on  board,  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
passage.  There  were  no  other  articles  likely  to 
attract  mice,  taken  on  board  at  Marseilles,  except 
the  beans,  and  evidence  was  adduced  to  show  that 
the  mice  might  have  been  brought  on  board  in  the 
bags  which  contained  the  beans.  The  rust  marks 
on  the  bags  were  endeavored  to  be  accounted  for,  by 
alleging  that  it  occurred  from  the  bags  having  been 
thrown  on  the  casks  when  the  vessel  was  being  un- 
loaded. The  evidence  as  to  whether  the  beans 
were  or  were  not  properly  stowed,  was  on  the 
whole  extremely  indefinite. 

The  court  charged  the  jury.  That  the  evidence 
as  to  the  stowage  was  by  no  means  satisfactory,  but 
as  the  jury  were  satisfied  that  the  bags  were  placed 
in  contact  with  the  casks,  all  the  witnesses  agreed 
that  this  was  bad  stowage,  and  for  any  injury  which 
the  articles  had  thus  sustained,  the  plaintiffs  were 
entitled  to  damages.  But  if  the  jury  believed  that 
the  articles  had  been  properly  stowed,  the  plaintiffs 
could  recover  no  damages  on  that  account.  What- 
ever might  have  been  the  effect  of  the  stowage,  it 
was  very  evident  that  the  beans  had  been  injured  to 
some  extent  by  mice.  On  this  part  of  the  subject 
the  question  was,  did  the  captain  use  all  due  cau- 
tion to  avoid  the  damage.  The  jury  were  to  con- 
sider that  the  law  wras  not,  that  the  ship  owners 
were  responsible  at  all  hazards,  or  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, for  the  injury  done  by  mice.  If  the 
jury  were  satisfied  that  every  possible  means  had 
been  used  to  keep  the  mice  out  of  the  ship,  but  that 
notwithstanding  they  got  into  it,  and  that  when  they 
did  get  in,  every  possible  effort  was  made  to  destroy 
them,  then  the  owners  were  not  responsible.  The 
extent  of  injury  sustained  was  not  very  clearly 
shown  in  evidence,  and  the  jury  perhaps  ought  to 
calculate  it  liberally.  There  was  some  evidence  as 
to  the  value  of  the  beans,  but  the  sale  under  the 
warden’s  inspection  was  not  binding  on  the  defend- 
ants as  to  the  value  of  the  article.  The  court  knew 
no  law  which  made  such  a sale  of  goods  binding  on 
the  ship  owners  as  conclusively  showing  the  value 
of  the  article  sold;  it  might  however  be  taken  as  so 
much  evidence  in  proof  of  the  value. 

The  jury  retired,  and  after  remaining  out  for  some 
time  without  coming  to  a decision,  the  court  order- 
ed them  to  seal  their  verdict  and  bring  it  into  court 
this  morning. 

For  the  plaintiffs,  Mr.  Paine;  for  the  defendants, 
Mr.  Cutting. 

The  jury  returned  a verdict  for  the  plaintiffs  of 
$294  54. 


“REFORM  OR  REVOLUTION”  IN  MARY- 
LAND. 

ALLEGANY  COUNTY. 

A meeting  of  the  Van  Buren  party,  attended  by 
many  Harrisonians,  was  held  at  the  court  house, 
on  Friday  evening,  the  14th  instant.  As  the  notice 
for  the  meeting  was  of  a party  character,  Thomas 
Perry  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Henry  Ham- 
mill  appointed  secretary.  After  the  meeting  was 
organized,  William  Matthews,  esq.  addressed  the 
audience,  and  gave  his  reasons  for  supporting  Mar- 
tin Van  Buren  in  preference  to  general  Harrison. 
When  he  had  finished,  a call  was  made  upon  Mr. 
Perry,  by  some  of  his  friends,  to  give  his  views 
also.  To  this  call  Mr.  Perry  acceded;  and  when 
he  had  concluded,  S.  M.  Seinmes,  esq.  asked  per- 
mission to  address  the  meeting  in  reply.  To  this 
some  objection  was  made,  and  Mr.  Semmes  re- 
quested the  question  to  be  taken,  on  a motion  made 


to  ascertain  the  wishes  of  the  meeting.  There  was 
no  determining  by  the  sound,  as  it  was  impossible 
to  decide  from  the  number  of  voices  on  each  side 
of  the  question;  but  the  chair  declared  that  a majo- 
rity of  ,the  meeting  were  opposed  to  hearing  Mr. 
Semmes.  A motion  was' then  made  to  adjourn, 
which  a number  of  Van  Buren  men  (among  them 
the  officers  of  the  meeting)  practically  carried  by 
blowing  out  the  lights,  and  leaving. 

A call  was  now  made,  for  all  who  wished  to  hear 
both  sides  of  the  question,  to  stand  fast.  A large 
number  of  both  parties  remained,  and  the  meeting 
was  immediately  reorganized  by  calling  Singleton 
Townshend,  esq.  to  the  chair,  assisted  by  Isaac 
McCarty  and  George  W.  Devecmon,  and  ap- 
pointing Normand  Bruce  and  Hanson  B.  Pig- 
man,  secretaries.  Mr.  Semmes  then  went  on  at 
length  to  reply  to  the  addresses  of  Messrs.  Mat- 
thews and  Perry.  After  he  had  concluded.  H.  B. 
Pigman  addressed  the  meeting.  Dr.  S.  pj  Smith 
then  made  some  appropriate  remarks  with  regard  to 
subjects  connected  with  the  reform  i'or  which  the 
Van  Buren  party  contend,  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  have  identified  it  with  the  revolutionary  move- 
ment of  the  eighteen  electors.  In  conclusion,  Mr. 
Townshend,  the  chairman,  made  some  very  happy 
and  interesting  remarks,  and  was  frequently  inter- 
rupted by  the  cheers  and  applause  of  the  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Joseph  Shriver,  it  was  resolved, 
that  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  signed  bv  the 
officers,  be  published. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  then  adjourned. 

SINGLETON  TOWNSHEND,  president. 

Isaac  McCarty,  ) vice 

Geo.  W.  Devecmon,  ) presidents. 

Norman  Bruce,  ) . . 

Hanson  B.  Pigman,  \ sccrc^anes- 

IMPORTANT  EXPOSE. 

The  following  correspondence  is  published  with 
the  view  of  informing  the  people  of  the  manner 
and  means  resorted  to  by  the  disorganizes  of  our 
state  government,  to  carry  their  schemes  into  effect. 
It  is  upon  a subject  that  most  vitally  interests  the 
welfare  of  the  whole  state.  In  attempting  to  bring 
Allegany  into  their  measures,  however,  these  revo- 
lutionists have  widely  missed  their  object.  The 
letter  of  Mr.  Buchanan  is  highly  creditable  to  him, 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  in  relation  to  this 
revolutionary  movement  and  the  conduct  of  the 
eighteen  recusant  electors,  it  expresses  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people  of  Allegany  county.  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan is  a Van  Buren  delegate  elect  from  this 
county. 

Correspondence. 

Cumberland,  Oct.  17,  1836. 

Sir:  In  a casual  and  friendly  conversation  be- 
tween us  this  morning,  you  mentioned  having  re- 
ceived a circular  from  some  gentlemen  in  Balti- 
more, in  reference  to  the  call  of  a provisional  con- 
vention, and  that  you  had  replied  thereto.  You 
did  not  say  distinctly  what  was  the  purport  of  that 
reply,  nor  was  I sure  at  that  moment  that  I had  a 
right  to  ask.  A little  reflection,  however,  con- 
vinces me,  that  on  a subject  so  vitally  important  to 
the  whole  people  of  the  state,  aiid  more  especially 
to  the  citizens  of  this  county,  it  is  both  right  and 
proper  that  the  correspondence  should  be  exposed 
to  the  public  view.  Convinced  then,  as  I am, 
from  my  knowledge  of  your  views  on  that  subject’ 
that  you  will  at  least  not  sink  in  the  estimation  of 
your  constituents,  by  such  exposure,  may  I not  ask 
the  favor  of  you  to  furnish  me  v,'ith  a copy  of  that 
correspondence  for  publication?  With  sentiments 
of  regard,  I am  yours,  kc.  M.  C.  SPRIGG. 

To  J.  M.  Buchanan,  esq. 


colleagues  to  form  a senate,  in  their  address  to  the 
people  of  Maryland  made  the  following  recommen- 
dation:— “we  would  most  humbly  ana  respectfully 
recommend  to  our  fellow  citizens  throughout  the 
state,  to  proceed  forthwith  to  elect,  on  the  first 
Monday  of  November  next,  six  delegates  from 
each  county  and  city,  to  meet  in  convention  at  An- 
napolis, on  the  third  Monday  of  the  same  month, 
clothed  with  full  powers  to  extend  the  authorin'  of 
all  civil  and  military  pow’ers  now  in  commission 
until  a convention  hereafter  to  be  chosen,  can  be 
convened  to  amend  the  old  or  form  an  entire  new 
government  for  the  people  of  Maryland.” 

In  pursuance  of  the  above,  meetings  have  already 
been  called  in  the  several  counties,  and  delegates 
to  a provisional  convention  will  have  been  nominat- 
ed  before  this  reaches  you.  For  the  purpose  of  de- 
liberating  upon  the  just  demands  of  the  whole  peo- 
ple, and  the  best  means  to  obtain  a reform  of  pre- 
sent abuses,  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  friends  of 
a republican  constitution  in  every  countv  in  the 
state  should  make  a common  effort  in  the  cause 
and  elect  delegates  to  said  convention.  You  are 
therefore  respectfully  requested  to  use  your  best 
exertions  to  further  the  object  recommended  by  the 
nineteen  republican  electors,  by  calling  meeting 
immediately,  and  putting  in  nomination  such  gen- 
tlemen as  the  friends  of  reform  in  your  county  may 
judge  best  able  to  represent  their  views  on  the  sub- 
ject in  agitation,  and  to  carry  out  the  measure  re- 
commended in  the  foregoing  extract  from  said  ad- 
dress  to  the  people.  It  will  be  necessary  that  some 
arrangements  be  made  in  reference  to  the  judges  of 
election.  ° 

On  behalf  of  the  friends  of  reform,  we  are  with 
high  respect,  your  obedient  servants. 


William  Krebs, 
John  Jas.  Graves, 
T.  Parkin  Scott, 
Joshua  Vansant, 
Albert  Constable, 


Geo.  Gordon  Belt, 
Cornelius  McLean, 
B.  H.  Richardson, 
John  S.  Tyson, 
Joseph  White. 


Cumberland,  Oct.  17,  1836. 
Dear  sir:  Your  polite  note  of  this  date,  request- 
ing me  to  furnish  you  with  a copy  of  the  corres- 
pondence w'hich  has  taken  place  between  myself 
and  certain  gentlemen  of  Baltimore,  has  been  re- 
ceived. The  correspondence  vas  not  intended  by 
me  for  the  public  eye,  nor  can  the  sentiments  of 
one  so  humble  and  obscure,  even  in  the  ordinary 
walks  of  life,  as  myself,  be  of  any  effect  at  this 
time;  but  the  peculiar  relation  in  which  I now 
stand  to  the  citizens  of  Allegany  county,  will  cer- 
tainly be  a sufficient  apology  for  me  in  furnishing 
you  with  a copy  of  the  correspondence  alluded  to° 
to  be  disposed  of  in  any  manner  you  may  see  pro- 
per. Very  respectfully,  your  friend,  &c. 

JOHN  M.  BUCHANAN. 

To  lion.  Michael  C.  Sprigg. 

Circular  to  Mr.  Buchanan. 

Baltimore,  Oct.  9th,  1836. 

To  J.  M.  Buchanan,  esq. 

Sir:  It  will  be  recollected  that  the  nineteen 
electors  who  refused  to  meet  with  certain  of  their 


Mr.  Buchanan’s  reply. 

Ellerslie,  near  Cumberland,  Oct.  15,  1S36. 

Gentlemen:  I received  your  circular  communi- 
cation dated  9th  inst.  informing  me  that  “the  nine- 
teen electors  who  refused  to  meet  the  twenty-one 
and  elect  a senate  had  recommended  to  their  fellow 
citizens  throughout  the  state  to  proceed  forthwith 
to  elect,  on  the  1st  Monday  of  November  next  six 
delegates  from  each  county  and  city  to  meet  in  con- 
vention at  Annapolis,”  &c.  &c.  and  to  “use  my  best 
exertions  to  further  the  object  recommended,”  &c 
kc. 

Could  I imagine  that  any  possible  advantage 
W'ould  be  derived  to  the  interests  of  this,  the  county 
of  my  adoption,  to  the  honor  of  my  native  state,  or 
to  the  weltare  and  happiness  of  the  citizens  thereof 
by  adopting  the  course  recommended  by  the  nine- 
teen electors,  I would  most  cheerfully  add  cordially 
yield  my  feeble  but  zealous  exertions  to  promote 
the  object  of  your  communication. 

But  inasmuch  as  I conscientiously  believe  that 
should  the  course  recommended  by  the  nineteen  re- 
cusant electors  be  carried  into  effect,  it  will  be  de- 
structive of  the  best  interests  of  the  state,  and  will 
inflict  a stab  upon  our  institutions,  and  present  hap- 
py and  prosperous  condition  as  a state,  which  nei- 
ther time  nor  the  ingenuity  of  man  will  ever  be  able 
to  heal,  I cannot,  of  course,  co-operate  with  you  in 
carrying  the  proposed  convention  into  effect. 

In  thus  refusing  to  lend  you  my  aid,  I trust  I will 
not  lay  myself  liable  to  the  imputation  of  haviiw 
changed  my  sentiments  upon  the  all-absorbim- sub- 
ject of  state  reform. 


Those  who  know  me  personally  will  not  for  a mo- 
ment entertain  such  an  idea.  It’is  well  understood 
here  that  I have  been  a principal  pioneer  in  Alle- 
gany in  propagating  the  principles  of  reform;  but  I 
never  for  an  instant  supposed  that  the  good  work 
was  to  be  accomplished  by  means  of  a revolution 
and  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  honor  of  the  state  and 
thereby  bringing  upon  us  all  the  calamities  of  a 
civil  war,  anarchy,  confusion,  bloodshed,  and  a train 
ot  evils  too  horrible  to  imagine.  This  is  no  ideal 
picture.  Before  the  proposed  project  can  be  con- 
summated, we  will  be  witnesses  of  the  sad  reality, 
and  those  who  are  foremost  and  loudest  in  advocat- 
ing this  nefarious  scheme  will  be  the  first  to  fall 
victims  to  their  mad  and  ruinous  indiscretion. 

I entreat  you,  gentlemen,  by  that  love  which  I 
know  you  all  entertain  for  your  country,  by  the 
tender  and  endearing  ties  by  which  you  are  connect- 
ed with  your  wives  and  children,  to  abandon  your 
present  wild  and  visionary  scheme,  (to  call  it  by  no 
harsher  name),  and  let  -us  all,  at  this  important  cri- 
sis,  unite,  cordially  and  heartily,  in  one  common 
effort  to  save  the  constitution  of  the  state  and  her 
laws  inviolate,  from  the  perfidious  hands  of  AMBI- 
TIOUS DEMAGOGUES,  AND  THE  MACIII- 
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NATIONS  OF  WICKED,  CORRUPT  AND 
ABANDONED  POLITICAL  KNAVES. 

I am  now,  as  I always  have  been,  the  decided 
and  zealous  friend  of  reform,  and  will  cheerfully  go 
a3  far  as  those  who  step  the  farthest  to  remedy  the 
grievances  complained  of  in  our  present  form  of 
government,  according  to  the  mode  indicated  by  the 
sages  who  framed  our  constitution.  To  any  other 
mode  I would  object  at  this  time,  as  being  danger- 
ous alike  to  the  stability  of  our  institutions,  to  the 
interest  and  honor  of  the  state,  and  to  the  peace  and 
happiness  of  her  citizens. 

Under  the  present  very  excited  state  of  public 
feeling,  I doubt  very  much  whether  any  form  of 
government  could  be  adopted  which  would  prove  at 
all  acceptable  to  the  whole  people,  or  give  peace  and 
quiet  to  the  state. 

I humbly  pray,  however,  that  a season  much  more 
propitious  to  a calm  discussion  of  the  interesting 
subject  of  reform  is  not  far  distant,  when  we  will 
all  see  “how  sweet  and  pleasant  it  is  for  brethren  to 
dwell  together  in  unity  and  love” — when  the  feuds 
and  angry  bickerings  of  party  strife  will  have  died 
away,  and  floated  down  the  stream  of  time,  no  more 
to  be  remembered,  or  remembered  only  to  be  con- 
demned and  regretted,  when  we  will  all  be  able  to  set 
down  together  as  our  fathers  did  of  old,  intent  only 
on  forming  such  a system  of  government  as  will 
advance  the  prosperity  of  the  state,  the  honor  and 
happiness  of  the  people,  and  enable  us  to  hand  down 
to  the  latest  posterity,  unimpaired,  the  advantages 
and  blessings  of  a free  government.  With  senti- 
ments of  respect,  I am,  gentlemen,  your  friend, 
truly,  JOHN  M.  BUCHANAN. 

To  William  Krebs,  John  Janies  Graves,  fyc. 

From  the  Republican  Citizen  extra. 

FREDERICK  COUNTV. 

The  meeting  was  organized  by  calling  Gideon 
Bantz,  esq.  (the  late  whig  senatorial  electoral  can- 
didate), and  col.  John  H.  Simmons,  V.  B.  to  the 
chair,  and  appointing  Mahlon  Talbott  (late  sheriff 
of  Frederick  county,  a whig)  and  John  Sifford, 
esqrs.  as  secretaries.  The  hon.  Henry  R.  War- 
field,  hon.  W.  C.  Johnson,  hon.  Francis  Thomas 
and  col.  John  H.  McEIffesh  addressed  the  meeting 
in  eloquent  speeches,  which  were  responded  to  by 
frequent,  animated  and  enthusiastic  cheers. 

On  motion  of  the  hon.  Wm.  C.  Johnson,  the  chair 
appointed  the  following  gentlemen,  as  a committee 
to  draft  resolutions:  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  whi" 
Washington  Burgess,  W.  Dr.  Robt.  C.  Cummings, 
W.  Mahlon  Talbott,  W.  L.  P.  W.  Balch,  W.  Jacob 
Marked,  Van  Buren,  Madison  Nelson,  V.  B.  John 
Rigney,  V.  B.  John  Brunner  of  J.  V.  B.  John  B. 
Boyle,  V.  B.  Christian  Getzendanner,  V.  B.  col. 
John  McPherson,  V.  B.  Dennis  Dorsey,  V.  B.  who 
after  retiring  a short  time,  reported  the  following 
resolutions — which  were  unanimously  adopted.  ° 
Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that  no 
good  end  can  be  gained  by  the  continued  reiteration 
of  an  unfounded  assertion,  that  life  and  property  are 
in  danger  in  Maryland.  However  widely  men  may 
differ  as  to  the  character  of  our  institutions,  and  the 
best  means  of  altering  and  reforming  them,  there 
cannot  be  found,  we  solemnly  believe,  any  respect- 
able number  of  persons  in  this  state,  who  would 
not  cheerfully  aid  to  protect  life  and  property,  if  se- 
riously in  danger. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  is  fully  satisfied  that 
no  senate  will  be  formed,  by  a compromise,  between 
the  conflicting  claims  of  the  two  branches  of  the 
electoral  college,  and  that  it  is  therefore  the  duty 
of  every  lover  of  order  and  peace,  to  devise  some 
other  means,  by  which  the  duties  devolved  under 
the  present  constitution  on  the  senate  alone  or  the 
senate  and  house  of  delegates  united,  shall  be  ner- 
iormed.  r 

Resolved,  As  the  sense  of  this  meeting,  which  we 
believe  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  opinions  of  an 
overwhelming  majority  of  the  voters  of  this  county, 
that  the  only  way  of  providing  a substitute  for  the 
senate  and  house  of  delegates,  and  effecting  reform 
of  the  present  constitution  of  Maryland  is  by  acon- 
vention,  elected  fresh  from  the  people,  for  that  spe- 
cified purpose— and,  that  we  regard  all  attempts  at 
reform  by  the  legislature,  passing  two  successive 
enactments  as  futile  and  impracticable,  so  lon°-  as  a 
majority  of  the  legislature  may  be  elected  by  seven 
thousand  out  of  fifty  thousand  of  the  voters  of  the 
s ate,  and  cannot  therefore  be  considered  responsi- 
ble  to  the  great  body  of  the  people  for  their  acts. 

Resolved  That  we  will  never  cease  our  exertions 
to  reform  the  present  constitution,  until  a convention 
has  been  organized  and  a republican  constitution 
has  been  submitted  to  the  people  at  the  ballot  box 
and  by  them  either  rejected  or  adopted. 

Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that  four- 
filths  at  least  of  the  voters  of  this  county,  desire  to 


constitution;  or  abolish  the  same,  and  substitute  in  its 
stead  a form  of  government  not  unworthy  of  the  age. 

Resolved,  That  the  chair  appoint  a central  com- 
mittee, composed  of  one  hundred  members  of  both 
parties,  with  power  to  make  such  arrangement  as 
may  be  necessary,  to  aid  the  people  of  Frederick 
county  in  the  great  undertaking  which  four-fifths  of 
them  have  at  heart,  to  restore  to  the  majority  their 
right  to  rule. 

Resolved,  That  these  proceedings  be  signed  by 
the  chairmen,  and  secretaries,  and  published  in  all 
the  papers  in  the  state,  friendly  to  conventional  re- 
form. 

GIDEON  BANTZ, 

JOHN  H.  SIMMONS 
Mahlon  Talbott,) 

John  Sifford,  J 


j 


chairmen. 


FACILITY  IN  TRAVELLING. 

From  the  American  Almanac 
Internal  improvement ; increased  facilities  of  inter- 
course and  travelling  in  the  United  States. 

The  great  and  rapid  improvement  which  has  ta- 
ken place  in  the  condition  and  circumstances  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  since  the  American 
revolution,  is  strikingly  illustrated  by  the  increased 
facilities  of  travelling  and  intercourse  between  the 
different  parts  of  the  country,  by  means  of  turn- 
pike roads,  canals,  rail  road  cars,  all  of  which  were, 
at  that  time,  wholly  unknown  here,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  stage  coaches,  which  had  been  established 
on  two  or  three  short  routes.  But  it  is  since  the 
close  of  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  that  the 
spirit  of  enterprise,  with  respect  to  internal  im- 
proveipent,  has  been  chiefly  manifested;  it  is,  at  the 
present  "time,  especially  active,  and  promises,  should 
nothing  happen  to  check  its  progress,  to  accomplish 
much  more  in  the  ten  succeeding  years,  than  has 
been  effected  in  twice  the  number  of  any  years  that 
are  past. 

The  present  facilities  of  intercourse  are  altogether 
beyond  what  not  only  the  first  settlers  of  the  coun- 
try, but  also  the  inhabitants  no  more  than  fifty 
years  ago,  could  have  conceived  to  be  possible. — 

The  following  statement  of  gov.  Everett,  at  the 
late  centennial  celebration  of  the  settlement  of 
Springfield,  Massachusetts,  is  scarcely  an  exagger- 
ation. “Such  was  the  difficulty  of  crossing  the 
pathless  wilderness  which  lay  between  them  [the 
first  settlers  of  Massachusetts]  and  the  coast,  that 
a man  may  now  go  from  Boston  to  New  Orleans,  by 
way  of  Pittsburgh,  a distance  of  more  than  2,500 
miles,  in  about  as  many  days  as  it  took  the  first  set- 
tlers to  reach  the  banks  of  Connecticut  river.” 

In  the  year  1754,  a convention  of  delegates  from 
the  English  American  colonies  met  at  Albany,  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  a plan  of  union;  and  it  was 
proposed  that,  if  the  plan  were  carried  into  effect, 
Philadelphia  should  be  the  place  of  meeting.  The 
reasons  in  favor  of  the  city  were  stated  by  Dr. 
Franklin,  a member  of  the  convention,  who  was 
evidently  disposed  to  give  the  most  favorable  re- 
presentation of  the  facilities  of  intercourse  which 
the  case  admitted,  as  follows: 

“Philadelphia  was  named  as  being  nearer  the 
centre  of  the  colonies,  where  the  commissioners 
would  be  well  and  cheaply  accommodated.  The 
high  roads  through  the  whole  extent  are,  for  the 
most  part,  very  good,  in  which  forty  or  fifty  miles 
a day  may  very  well  be,  and  frequently  are,  travelled. 
Great  part  of  the  way  may  likewise  be  gone  by 
water.  In  summertime,  the  passages  are  frequently 
performed  in  a week  from  Charleston  to  Philadel- 
phia and  New  York;  and  from  Rhode  Island  to  New 
York,  through  the  sound,  in  two  or  three  days;  and 
from  New  York  to  Philadelphia,  by  water  and  land, 
in  two  days,  by  stage,  boats  and  wheel  carriages 
that  set  out  every  other  day,  The  journey  from 
Charleston  to  Philadelphia  may  likewise  be  facili- 
tated by  boats  running  up  Chesapeake  bay,  three 
hundred  miles.  But  if  the  whole  journey  be  per- 
formed on  horseback,  the  most  distant  members, 
viz:  the  two  from  New  Hampshire  and  South  Caro- 
lina, may  probably  render  themselves  at  Philadel- 
phia in  i5  or  20  days;  the  majority  may  be  there  in 
much  less  time.” 

But  such  a change  has  now  taken  place,  that  one 
may  travel  with  ease  from  Concord,  the  capital  of 
New  Hampshire,  to  Philadelphia,  or  from  Boston  to 
the  city  of  Washington,  all  the  way  in  rail  road 
cars  and  steamboats,  a distance  of  about  450  miles, 
in  less  than  43  hours;  and  the  passage  between 
New  York  and  Philadelphia  is  performed  in  from 
7 to  8 hours. 

Stage  coaches  were  very  little  known  in  this 
country  till  a period  subsequent  to  the  close  of  the 
revolutionary  war;  and  for  some  time  after  they 
were  introduced,  they  did  not  often  go  more  than 


...  ,.  ...  -j, about  40  miles  in  a day.  In  England,  in  1706,  the 

^ ‘ even  ion  ot  delegates  assemble  with  full  stage  coach  was  four  days  in  going  from  London  to 
P rs  o revise,  remodel  and  amend  the  existing  I York,  a distance  of  about  200  miles,  which  has,  for 


some  years  past,  been  travelled  in  about  20  hours. 
The  first  stage  coach  drawn  by  four  horses  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, of  which  we  have  any  knowledge,  was 
established  in  1774,  running  between  Boston”  Salem 
and  Newburyport.  An  intelligent  gentleman,  who 
travelled  in  the  first  stage  coach  from  Boston  to 
Worcester,  makes  the  following  statement:  “Lemuel 
Pease,  of  Shrewsbury,  established  the  first  line  of 
stages  between  Boston  and  Worcester,  in  1782;  af- 
terwards extended  to  Hartford,  and  subsequently  to 
New  York.  Before  that  time,  the  public  mail  was 
carried  on  horseback  by  Messrs.  Hyde  and  Adams, 
alternately,  every  thing  being  conveyed  in  a pair  of 
saddle-bags,  and  one  mail  a week  only  coming  from 
the  south.  After  New  York  was  evacuated  by  the 
English,  in  1783,  the  mail  was  extended  to  that  city. 
But  the  principal  intercourse  from  the  north  was  by 
water.  In  1786,  Mr.  Ballard  set  up  the  first 
hack  in  Boston.  It  was  a chaise,  and  was  stationed 
by  the  old  statehouse.  A coach  was  soon  after 
added.” 

The  first  turnpike  corporation  in  Massachusetts 
was  granted  in  1795;  the  oldest  canals  in  the  United 
States  of  any  considerable  magnitude  are  the  Santee 
canal  and  the  Middlesex  canal,  the  former  of  which 
was  completed  in  1802,  and  the  latter  in  1S08.  The 
oldest  canal  which  has  been  much  used  for  conveying 
passengers  is  Erie  canal,  which  was  completed  in 
1825.  The  oldest  rail  road  in  the  United  States, 
the  Quincy  rail  road,  in  Massachusetts,  only  three 
miles  in  length,  was  finished  in  1827.  The  rail 
road  which  was  first  used  in  the  United  States  for 
conveying  passengers  is  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
rail  road,  (not  yet  finished),  which  was  opened  for 
passengers  from  Baltimore  to  Ellicott’s  Mills,  13 
miles,  in  1830.  The  first  steamboat  that  was  used 
in  any  part  of  the  world  for  conveying  passengers 
was  one  which  commenced  sailing  on  the  Hudson, 
between  New  York  and  Albany,  in  1807. 

The  first  post  office  in  America  was  established 
at  New  York  in  1710.  In  1790,  the  number  of 
post  offices  in  the  United  States,  was  only  75,  and 
the  extent  of  post  roads  1,875  miles.  In  1835,  the 
number  of  post  offices  was  10,770;  the  post  routes 
covered  about  112,774  miles.  In  daily,  or  less  fre- 
quent trips,  the  mails  were  earned  on  these  routes 
about  25,869,486  miles,  viz:  16,874,050  miles  in  four 
horse  post  coaches  and  two  horse  stages;  7,817,973 
miles  on  horseback  and  in  sulkies;  906,959  miles  in 
steamboats;  and  270,504  miles  in  rail  road  cars. 

The  rivers  and  waters  of  the  United  States  pre- 
sent a vast  field  for  steamboat  navigation,  which  is 
more  in  use  here  than  in  any  other  parts  of  the 
world.  This  mode  of  navigation  has  produced  sur- 
prising changes  with  respect  to  facilities  of  inter- 
course, especially  in  the  extensive  region  which  is 
watered  by  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries.  In 
the  western  country,  the  present  century  has  wit- 
nessed extraordinary  changes  and  wonderful  im- 
provement in  the  arts  of  civilized  life;  and  a system 
of  internal  improvement  is  now  in  progress  there, 
which,  considering  the  recent  settlement  of  the 
country,  may  be  justly  regarded  as  magnificent. — 
The  following  account  of  “things  seen  by  a young 
son  of  the  west,”  originally  published  in  the  “Cin- 
cinnati Register,”  is  extracted  from  the  “People’s 
Magazine,”  for  July  13th,  1833: 

“1  have  seen  the  time  when  the  only  boat  that 
floated  on  the  surface  of  the  Ohio  was  a canoe,  pro- 
pelled by  poles  used  by  two  persons,  one  in  the 
bow,  and  the  other  in  the  stern. 

“I  have  seen  the  day  when  the  introduction  of 
the  keel-boat,  with  a shingle  roof,  was  hailed  a 
mighty  improvement  in  the  Business  of  the  west. 

“I  rememberthe  day  when  the  arrival  ofa  Canadian 
barge  (as  the  St.  Louis  boats  were  called  at  the 
head  of  the  Ohio)  was  an  important  event  in  the 
transactions  of  a year. 

“1  remember  the  day  when  a passage  of  four 
months  from  Natchez  to  Pittsburgh  was  called  a 
speedy  trip  for  the  best  craft  on  the  river,  and  when 
the  boatmen,  a race  now  extinct,  leaped  on  shore 
after  the  voyage,  and  exhibited  an  air  of  as  much 
triumph  as  did  the  sailors  of  Columbus  on  their  re- 
turn from  the  new  world. 

“I  remember  the  time  when  the  canoe  of  a white 
man  dared  not  to  be  launched  on  the  bosom  of  the 
Alleghany. 

“I  remember  the  time  when  a trader  to  New  Or- 
leans was  viewed  as  the  most  enterprising  amongst 
even  the  most  hardy  sons  of  the  west,  on  his  return 
from  his  six  months’  trip,  he  was  hailed  as  a travel- 
ler who  had  seen  the  world. 

“I  remember  the  day  when  the  borders  of  the 
Ohio  were  a wilderness,  and  New  Orleans  was 
‘toto  orbe  divisa,’  literally  cut  off  l'rom  the  whole 
world. 

“I  have  lived  to  see  the  day  when  the  desert  is 
flourishing  as  the  rose; — when  the  race  of  boatman 
has  become  extinct,  and  their  memories  only  pre- 
served in  the  traditional  tales  of  our  borderers. 
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“I  have  lived  to  see  two  splendid  cities,  one  de- 
voted to  manufactures,  the  other  to  commerce, 
spring  up,  where,  in  my  boyhood,  nothing  appeared 
like  civilization  but  the  hut  of  the  soldier  or  of  the 
settler. 

“I  have  lived  to  see  a revolution  produced  by  a 
mechanical  philosophy,  equal  to  that  effected  by 
the  art  of  printing.  It  has  changed  the  character 
of  western  commerce,  and  almost  proved  that  the 
poetical  wish  of ‘annihilating  time  and  space’ was 
not  altogether  hyperbolical.  By  it  Pittsburgh  and 
New  Orleans  have  became  near  neighbors. 

“I  have  lived  to  see  the  day  when  a visit  to  New 
Orleans  from  Cincinnati  requires  no  more  prepara- 
tion than  a visit  to  a neighboring  country  town.  I 
remember  when  it  required  as  much  previous  ar- 
rangement as  a voyage  to  Calcutta. 

“I  have  lived  to  see  vessels  of  300  tons  arriving 
in  twelve  or  fifteen  days  from  New  Orleans  at  Cin- 
cinnati; and  I calculate  to  see  them  arrive  in  ten 
days. 

“1  have  lived  to  see  vessels  composing  an  amount 
of  tonnage  of  upwards  of  4,000  tons,  arrive  in  one 
week  at  the  harbor  of  Cincinnati. 

“All  these  things  I have  seen,  and  yet  I feel  my- 
self to  be  entitled  to  be  numbered  amongst  the 
young  sons  of  the  west.” 

The  steamboat  Mediator  has  been  recently  stated 
to  have  performed  the  passage  in  July,  1S36,  from 
New  Orleans  to  Louisville  in  7 days  and  15  hours; 
at  the  same  rate  it  would  have  reached  Cincinnati 
in  about  8 days,  so  that  the  expectation  of  this 
“young  son  of  the  west”  is  already  more  than  re- 
alized. 

The  canals  in  the  United  States,  which  are  now 
finished,  comprise  upwards  of  2,000  miles  in  length; 
the  rail  roads  already  completed,  upwards  of  1,500 
miles;  and  the  rail  roads  now  under  contract  or  in 
progress,  have  been  recently  estimated  to  amount 
to  more  than  3,000  miles.  It  may  doubtless  be  said 
without  exaggeration,  that  rail  roads  are  now  pro- 
jected in  this  country  on  a more  extensive  scale 
than  in  all  other  parts  of  the  globe.  When  the  va- 
rious works  of  this  description,  which  are  now  in 
progress  or  in  prospect,  shall  be  completed,  the 
principal  places  in  the  different  parts  of  the  country 
will  be  brought  comparatively  near  to  each  other; 
and  one  may  travel  on  a continuous  line  of  rail 
roads  from  Portland  to  New  Orleans,  and  from 
various  other  points  on  the  Atlantic  to  the  Missis- 
sippi. 

The  spirit  of  enterprise,  with  respect  to  internal 
improvement,  has  extended  more  or  less  to  all  the 
states  in  the  union,  yet  in  very  different  degrees. 
Some  of  the  states,  indeed,  do  not  admit  of  the  con- 
struction of  canals  or  rail  roads,  except  of  compara- 
tively small  extent,  while  others  present  a vast  field 
and  great  inducements  for  works  of  the  kind  on  a 
magnificent  scale. 

FRANCE. 

Dissolution  of  the  Thiers  administration,  and  pro- 
posed French  intervention. 

From  the  New  York  Daily  Advertiser. 

Paris,  Aug.  22,  1836. 

To  the  editors  of  the  N.  Y.  Daily  Advertiser: 

Gentlemen:  Events  of  vast  importance  succeed 
each  other  with  wonderful  rapidity.  To-day,  we 
are  without  a government,  though  that  which  has 
gone  out  of  office  has  only  lasted  six  months. — 
Since  the  revolution  of  1830,  the  doctrinaires  are  the 
only  men  who  have  retained  for  any  great  length  of 
time  their  places  and  influence.  The  reason  of  this 
is  obvious.  They  are  the  only  men  who  would 
brave  public  opinion,  put  to  naught  public  feeling 
and  sympathies,  anil  retain  place  for  the  sake  of 
power,  patronage  and  pecuniary  advantages.  I as- 
sure you  this  is  the  case.  They  know  they  are 
hated — they  know  that  for  every  doctrinaire  in 
France  we  can  point  to  five  thousand  patriots. — 
They  know  they  are  suspected.  They  know  that 
the  nation  has  no  confidence  in  cither  their  integrity 
or  their  policy — and  that  France  is  far  more  legiti- 
mist than  she  is  doctrinaire.  Still  they  jogged  on, 
always  tricking,  and  never  thriving.  When  they 
come  into  office,  they  have  heard  the  universal  groan 
of  sorrow,  misery  and  national  dissatisfaction. — 
When  they  have  been  turned  out  of  place  by  some 
misunderstanding  in  the  chambers,  or  by  some  in- 
trigue at  court,  they  could  not  fail  to  hear  the  shouts 
of  joy  and  gratnlation  which  have  literally  proceed- 
ed from  all  sides.  They  are  “the  poison  in  the  pot- 
tage.” They  are  the  “death’s  head  at  a fete.” — 
They  are  the  “ghost  of  former  limes,”  stalking 
through  halls  which  are  splendidly  gay  and  illumi- 
nated and  joyous.  Whenever  they  appear,  they 
convert  mirth  and  ease  into  sombre  care  and  unea- 
siness. They  are  the  “ nightmare ” on  the  security 
and  repose  of  the  country.  They  are  “the  blight” 
which  withers  the  hopes  of  the  cultivator,  and  the 
possessor  of  land  and  of  gardens.  Yet  these  men 


are  once  more  on  the  tapis.  Guizot,  who  was 
spouting  in  Normandy,  is  now  conspiring  at  Paris. 
He  has  sent  for  Duchatet!  He  has  consulted  count 
Jauhert.  He  has  had  an  interview  with  dc  liemsiat. 
His  right  hand  man  is  the  vindictive  Periol.  He  is 
preparing  a list  of  an  administration  to  the  king. — 
It  is  to  be  the  quintessence  of  the  “doctrine” — 
which  means  bad  laws  and  force — obedience  with- 
out liberty — and  monarchy  without  legitimacy. 

The  history  of  the  dissolution  of  the  Thiers  ad- 
ministration may  be  told  as  follows.  I am  answer- 
able  for  the  correctness  of  my  statement,  both  to 
you  and  your  readers. 

The  late  president  of  the  council  was  always  of 
opinion  that,  from  the  moment  the  conflict  in  Spain 
assumed  a serious  shape,  by  the  escape  of  Don  Car- 
los from  London,  and  his  arrival  in  the  Basque  pro- 
vinces, France  ought  to  interfere  avowedly  and  ac- 
tively— capture  Don  Carlos — destroy  the  Carlist 
army — obtain  a general  pardon  for  the  Basques  and 
Navarrese,  and  aid  in  placing  the  queen  on  the 
throne  with  a sort  of  “juste  milieu”  government, 
atid  “juste  milieu”  constitution.  As  weil  during  the 
administration  of  the  duke  de  Broglie  as  during  his 
own,  he  often  urged  this  line  of  policy  on  the  King 
of  the  French,  and  predicted,  over  and  over  again, 
that  if  this  system  should  not  be  adopted,  eitherDon 
Carlos  would  succeed  in  obtaining  the  throne,  and 
would  establish  absolutism  at  Madrid,  or  else  that 
the  republican  party  would  rise,  and,  after  having 
proclaimed  the  constitution  of  1812,  would  go  on 
from  step  to  step,  until  at  last  the  republic  itself 
would  be  established. 

The  king,  Madame  Adelaide,  and  the  ambassa- 
dors of  the  northern  powers,  were  always  opposed 
to  this  advice  and  to  this  policy.  The  king  was 
resolved  on  not  intervening  in  the  affairs  of  Spain. 
Even  the  assistance  which  was  given  to  the  queen 
Christina,  in  the  shape  of  a foreign  legion,  headed 
by  the  brave  gen.  Bernelle,  was  opposed  to  his 
wishes  and  convictions — and  Louis  Philippe  often 
regretted  that  he  had  not  simply  confined  his  pro- 
ceedings to  guarding  the  French  frontiers,  and  al- 
lowing of  no  sort  of  interference  on  either  side. 

At  last,  the  French  legion  obtained  a signal  vic- 
tory over  Villareal.  The  Carlists  were  defeated  by 
gen.  Bernelle.  A newly  formed  Polish  squadron  of 
cavalry  assisted  in  obtaining  that  result;  and  Cor- 
dova and  Harispe  agreed  in  opinion  that,  if  from 
20,000  to  30,000  volunteers  could  be  raised  in 
France,  and  be  gradually  introduced  into  Spain,  arid 
be  headed  by  a French  general,  the  result  would  be 
most  satisfactory  for  the  cause  of  the  queen. 

In  this  measure,  the  king  assented  with  great  re- 
luctance. He  was  opposed  to  a secret,  as  much  as 
he  was  to  an  open  intervention:  and  he  knew  quite 
well  that  the  day  would  come  when  this  secret  in- 
tervention would  and  must  lead  to  protests  on  the 
side  of  the  northern  powers,  and  then  either  to  war, 
if  persevered  in,  or  to  national  humiliation,  should 
the  system  of  intervention  be  abandoned. 

But  M.  Thiers,  who  had  never  really  given  up 
his  original  plan  of  an  avowed  and  positive  French 
intervention,  went  on  with  his  system  of  recruiting, 
and  established  head  quarters  at  Pau.  General  Bu- 
geaud,  who  had  gained  some  laurels  in  Africa,  was 
sent  for  by  M.  Thiers  secretly  to  return  to  France, 
in  order  to  head  the  foreign  legion  as  soon  as  it 
should  enter;  and  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  had 
so  laid  his  plans  as  that  the  recruiting  should  go  on 
to  supply  from  time  to  time  auxiliaries  to  the  queen, 
until  really  she  should  be  supplied  with  a French 
army.  But,  unfortunately  for  M.  Thiers,  (though 
I rejoice  at  it),  this  could  not  be  done  in  a corner — 
the  king  heard  what  was  the  scheme  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  council  from  M.  de  Montalivet,  and 
from  the  ambassadors  of  the  northern  powers — and 
he  was  resolved  that,  at  any  rate,  gen.  Bugeaud 
should  not  be  appointed  to  head  the  legion.  Gen. 
Bugeaud,  when  he  learnt  that  the  king  of  the  French 
was  opposed  to  his  nomination,  of  course  refused  to 
accept  the  post,  and  felt  by  no  means  grateful  to  M. 
Thiers  for  having  recalled  him  from  Africa,  where 
he  hoped  to  gain  fresh  laurels.  As  the  king  would 
not  allow  so  prominent  an  officer  as  gen.  Bugeaud,  a 
member  of  the  chamber  of  deputies,  to  head  the 
auxiliary  corps  forming  at  Pan,  certain  that  such  a 
measure  would  be  looked  on  by  ioreign  govern- 
ments as  a real  act  of  intervention,  M.  Thiers  con- 
sulted gen.  Harispe  by  despatch  as  to  the  best 
French  officer  to  be  appointed  to  this  distinguished 
post..  He  pointed  out  gen.Lebeau — and,  aftersome 
correspondence  between  Cordova,  Saarsfield,  and 
the  government  of  the  queen  regent  at  Madrid,  gen. 
Lebeau  was  named  the  cominanderof  this  auxiliary 
corps,  with  a portion  of  which  he  crossed  the  fron- 
tiers and  entered  Spain. 

But,  unfortunately  for  the  plans  of  M.  Thiers, 
(and  again  I say  I rejoice  at  it,  because  I am  an 
enemy  of  all  intervention),  just  as  he  was  about 
carrying  into  full  effect  all  his  projects,  the  ambas- 


sadors of  the  northern  powers  addressed  themselves 
to  the  king,  in  consequence  of  gen.  Lebeau  having 
announced  in  a proclamation  that  he  had  been  nam- 
ed commandant  by  the  king  of  the  French,  instead 
of  saying  by  the  queen  regent  of  Spain.  This  was 
a violation  of  all  the  engagements  entered  into  by  the 
king  with  the  ministers  of  Austria,  Russia,  Holland 
and  Prussia,  at  Paris — as  well  as  in  direct  opposition 
to  all  that  the  dukes  of  Orleans  and  Nemours  had  de- 
clared at  Berlin  and  Vienna.  The  king  was  angry 
that  Lebeau  had  thus,  unauthorised,  made  use  of  bis 
name:  but  he  soon  found  out  that  it  was  the  fault  of 
M.  Thiers,  who  had  informed  the  general  that  the 
king  of  the  French  had  appointed  him  to  that  post. 
Little  did  M.  Thiers  think  that  gen.  Lebeau  would 
let  out  the  secret  in  a proclamation.  When  the 
king  discovered,  through  M.  de  Montalivet,  and 
through  the  ambassadors  of  the  northern  powers, 
that  gen.  Lebeau  had  acted  under  the  advice,  and 
in  consequence  of  the  orders  of  M.  Thiers,  Ins 
majesty  required  that  the  proclamation  of  gen.  Le- 
beau should  be  formally  denied  in  the  columns  of 
the  Moniteur.  To  this,  M.  Thiers  was  of  course 
much  opposed.  It  was  humiliating  to  him,  and 
humbling  to  gen.  Lebeau.  But  the  king  would  not 
yield;  his  honor  was  engaged  that  there  should  be 
no  intervention,  and  he  would  not  forfeit  his  word 
to  foreign  powers. 

In  the  mean  time,  however,  a circumstance  oc- 
curred of  immense  magnitude,  which,  for  the  mo- 
ment, appeared  likely  to  reconcile  all  conflicting 
opinions,  and  to  put  off  the  question  of  intervention 
ad  infinitum.  The  constitution  of  1ST2  was  pro- 
claimed at  Saragopas,  at  Seville,  at  Malaga — then 
at  St.  Ildefonso^-and  then  at  Madrid.  The  queen 
was  said  to  be  a prisoner.  Butcheries  were  said 
to  be  perpetrated  in  the  streets  of  the  capital,  and 
Spain  was  represented  to  be  in  a state  of  anarchy! 
The  affair  of  the  legion  was,  for  the  moment,  for- 
gotten. “There  were  some  differences  of  opinion,” 
said  the  Journal  de  Paris,  but  these  are  now  at  an 
end.  The  events  which  had  occurred  were  report- 
ed to  have  set  all  to  rights — and  the  Thiers  cabinet 
was  saved! 

But  these  were  incorrect  reports.  True,  M. 
Thiers  consented  not  to  go  on  recruiting.  True 
he  agreed  to  general  Bernelle  and  his  men  return- 
ing to  France.  True  he  agreed  to  wait,  and  see 
what  course  would  be  adopted  by  the  Calatrava 
cabinet  at  Madrid.  All  this  was  settled.  So  far 
good.  But  this  was  not  enough.  The  king  re- 
quired that  the  author  of  the  “revolt!”  at  St.  Ilde- 
fonso  and  Madrid  should  be  shown  that  France 
would  not  recognize  the  constitution  of  1S12 — 
would  not  suffer  the  alleged  “imprisonment”  of  the 
queen — would  not  sanction  any  democratic  move- 
ment or  form  of  government  in  Spain — and  would 
withdraw  all  allegiance  from  every  Spanish  govern- 
ment which  should  not  be  based  on  “juste  milieu,” 
or  even  perhaps  “doctrinaire”  principles. 

M.  Thiers  refused  to  consent  to  such  a line  of 
policy.  He  was  quite  as  much  opposed  to  the  con- 
stitution of  1812,  as  was  the  king  of  the  French, 
or  the  northern  powers  of  Europe;  but  he  thought 
that,  if  it  should  be  given  out  in  Spain  that  France 
had  abandoned  the  liberal  cause,  in  consequence  of 
that  constitution  being  proclaimed,  the  French  go- 
vernment would,  of  course,  lose  all  its  influence  at 
Madrid — the  democratical  feelings  of  the  Spaniards 
might  be  excited  to  the  highest  pitch — and,  driven 
to  see  and  to  feel  that  they  must  do  all  themselves, 
they  would  proclaim  the  republic  as  the  sure  and 
certain  means  of  extinguishing  Don  Carlos  and  all 
his  army.  Thus,  according  to  hi.  Thiers,  the  last 
case  would  be  worse  than  the  first. 

The  king  of  the  French,  Madame  Adelaide,  and 
M.  de  Montalivet  reasoned  differently.  They  were 
of  opinion  that  the  foreign  legion  should  be  dissolv- 
ed— that  the  military  camp  formed  at  Pau  should 
be  broken  up — that  the  Spanish  liberals  in  power 
should  be  made  to  feel  that  France,  or  her  govern- 
ment, w'as  no  more  for  them  or  their  cause — and 
that,  if  they  wished  to  escape  destruction  by  the 
Carlists,  they  must  return  to  “more  wholesome  doc- 
trines,” and  to  a “more  monarchical  government,” 
before  they  could  expect  or  receive  even  the  in- 
direct support  and  protection  of  France. 

So  the  question  arose,  of  whether  the  French 
legion  should  be  broken  up — all  French  troops  re- 
called— the  corps  at  Pau  disbanded — and  France 
remain  a simple  spectator;  or  whether  the  troops  at 
Pau  should  remain  as  they  were,  and  the  troops  in 
Spain  remain  inactive,  until  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment and  cortes  should  show  what  was  their  in- 
tentions and  policy.  * 

The  king  w'ouid  not  yield.  M.  Thiers  would 
not  give  way.  To  disband  the  troops  he  would 
not  consent.  The  king  gave  orders  that  they  should 
be  disbanded.  M.  Thiers  gave  orders  that  they 
should  not.  This  state  of  things  could  not  last; 
M.  Thiers  gave  in  his  resignation,  and  it  was  ac- 
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cepted.  With  respect  to  the  coadjutors  of  M. 
Thiers,  they  were  more  or  less  divided  in  opinion, 
except  M.  de  Montalivet,  who  held  opinions  dia- 
metrically opposed  to  those  of  M.  Thiers.  For 
instance,  the  minister  of  public  instruction,  M. 
Pelet,  was  opposed  to  all  intervention;  M.  Duperre, 
the  minister  of  marine,  was  for  letting  the  troops 
which  had  actually  entered  Spain  remain  there,' 
but  for  disbanding  those  who  were  at  Pau;  whilst 
Messrs.  Thiers,  Jugut,  Papy  and  Maison,  were 
against  taking  any  step,  which  would,  in  their 
opinion,  drive  the  democratic  party  to  extreme 
measures.  But  when  the  question  came  on  for 
division  of  M.  Thiers’  resignation,  then  indeed  the 
whole  of  his  coadjutors  united  with  him,  and  they 
decided  that  they  would  all  leave  the  ministry  to- 

f ether.  M.  de  Montalivet  thought  differently,  and 
e remains.  M.  d’Argout  was  absent,  but  he  has 
since  fully  acquiesced  in  the  step  taken  by  his  late 
associates. 

At  the  moment  I write,  nothing  is  decided  by 
the  king.  He  is  no  lover  of  the  doctrinaires.  They 
are  tyrants  at  heart,  and  he  knows  it.  But  to  whom 
can  he  address  himself  but  to  them?  They  are  the 
only  party  who  will  consent  to  take  office  on  any 
terms  for  the  sake  of  being  in  power;  and,  when 
once  there,  then  they  are  tyrants.  For  two  years 
past  their  organ,  the  Journal  des  Debats,  has  been 
proclaiming  the  necessity  for  an  intervention.  But 
now  that  they  are  aware  that  whoever  shall  come 
into  office  must  be  prepared  to  abandon  all  inter- 
vention, or  the  king  will  not  name  them,  they 
turn  dead  round,  and  write  daily  articles  against 
any  intervention,  so  as  to  obtain  place  by  accepting 
the  conditions  of  the  king. 

You  know  my  opinions  on  the  subject  of  inter- 
vention. I hate  obedience  to  foreign  dictation, 
and  I loathe  subserviency  to  the  will  and  threats 
of  foreign  ambassadors.  But  yet  I am  an  enemy, 
a decided  and  firm  enemy,  to  all  intervention  in  the 
affairs  of  Spain;  and,  much  as  I deplore  the  pro- 
bable return  of  the  doctrinaires  to  office,  I shall  the 
less  regret  it,  if  it  shall  lead  to  the  rigorous  en- 
forcement of  the  principle  of  non-intervention. 
Still  I have  my  doubts.  The  doctrinaires  are  al- 
ways tricksters.  They  will  not  intervene  now, 
whilst  the  constitution  is  triumphant;  but,  if  here- 
after they  should  be  able  to  follow  the  example 
of  1823,  and  intervene  in  favor  of  absolutism  against 
liberalism  in  Spain,  I am  convinced  they  would  do 
so  with  all  their  hearts  and  souls.  I am,  gentle- 
men, your  obedient  servant,  O.  P.  Q. 

EXPRESS  MAIL. 

This  mail  will  commence  running  on  the  15th  of 
November  next. 

Between  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  there  will 
be  two  mails  daily  upon  the  rail  rords,  running  with 
the  speed  of  the  express,  and  carrying  the  entire 
mail  matter,  in  consequence  of  which  tne  addition- 
al postage  will  not  be  charged  between  those  cities. 
The  same  policy  will  be  pursued  between  Philadel- 
phia and  Baltimore,  and  further  south,  as  soon  as 
the  department,  by  the  aid  of  the  rail  roads  or  other 
means,  can  give  the  whole  mail  the  same  expedi- 
tion as  the  express. 

The  department  will  endeavor  to  make  such  ar- 
rangements as  will  give  the  towns  on  the  upper 
line  through  New  Jersey,  the  same  mail  facilities 
they  now  enjoy,  and  expects  shortly  to  improve 
them. 

Annexed  are  the  regulations  formed  by  the  post- 
master general  in  reference  to  the  matter  to  be  con- 
veyed by  this  mail:  [Globe. 

Post  office  department,  Oct.  22 d,  1836. 
Regulations  for  the  express  mail. 

1.  No  letters  will  be  sent  by  this  mail,  except 
such  as  have  written  upon  them  the  words  “express 
mail.” 

2.  No  free  letters,  nor  letters  containing  money, 
nor  letters  exceeding  half  an  ounce  in  weight,  ex- 
cept public  despatches,  nor  any  newspapers  or 
pamphlets,  will  be  sent  by  this  mail. 

3.  If  letters  bearing  a frank,  or  containing  mo- 
ney, or  weighing  more  than  half  an  ounce,  be  put 
into  post  offices  marked  “express  mail,”  the  post- 
masters will  erase  those  words,  and  send  them  by 
the  ordinary  mail. 

4.  All  letters  and  public  despatches  sent  by  this 
mail  will  be  charged  with  triple  the  usual  rates  of 
postage. 

5.  Letters  marked  “express  mail,”  and  put  into 
post  offices  not  on  the  line  of  the  express,  will  be 
sent  by  that  line,  when  they  reach  it,  and  will  be 
charged,  where  put  in,  with  triple  postage  for  the 
whole  distance. 

6.  Editors  of  newspapers  have  a right  to  receive 
free  by  this  mail,  slips  from  all  newspapers  which 
they  may  now  receive  free  by  the  ordinary  mail, 
but  cannot  receive  the  slips  and  the  newspapers 


both.  If  both  come  to  them,  the  postmasters  will 
charge  the  newspapers  with  postage. 

7.  Slips  from  newspapers,  are  small  parts  of  news- 
paper publishers,  to  convey  the  latest  news,  foreign 
and  domestic.  But  one  slip  can  be  received  from 
the  same  newspaper;  and  in  no  case  must  it  exceed 
in  size  two  columns  of  such  newspaper, 
f 8.  Newspaper  slips  must  show  on  their  face  from 
what  newspapers  they  come,  and  be  put  into  the 
post  office  open,  with  the  name  of  tne  editor  or 
newspaper  for  whom  designed  distinctly  written 
upon  them. 

9.  Postmasters  will  put  all  slips  for  the  same 
place  into  a packet  directed  to  that  place. 

FRENCH  CLAIMS. 

While  our  nation  glories,  and  with  propriety,  in 
having  brought  other  powers  to  do  justice  to  the 
claims  of  our  merchants,  it  is  singular  that  the  na- 
tion itself  should  stand  in  the  light  of  a defaulter  to- 
wards those  very  merchants  whose  right  it  so  elo- 
quently pleaded  with  other  powers.  The  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  is,  by  its  treaty  with 
France,  indebted  to  the  merchants  of  the  United 
States  for  all  the  claim  of  the  latter  upon  the  go- 
vernment of  France,  for  spoliations  previous  to  1800 
— and  we  are  glad  that  means  have  been  resorted  to 
by  the  claimants,  to  procure  from  the  government 
an  acknowledgment  and  restoration  of  their  rights. 
This  is  fortunately  a question  of  wrong  that  does 
not  apply  to  the  present  administration,  more  than 
to  any  previous  one  since  the  ceding  of  Louisiana. 

[Philad.  U.  S.  Gaz. 

At  a convention  of  delegates  from  several  states 
of  the  union,  on  the  subject  of  French  spoliations 
prior  to  September,  1800,  assembled  conformably  to 
notice,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the  13th  of 
October,  1S36 — George  Griswold,  of  New  York, 
was  appointed  chairman,  and  Theodore  Dexter,  of 
Massachusetts,  secretary. 

The  following  states  were  represented,  viz:  Maine, 
Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  New  York,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina 
and  the  District  of  Columbia. 

It  was,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  James  Bayard  of  Pennsylvania,  J. 
H.  Causten  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  Theo. 
Dexter  of  Massachusetts,  be  a committee  to  prepare 
a memorial  to  congress  on  the  same  subject,  and  to 
report  such  measures  as  they  may  deem  expedient 
in  relation  thereto. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  held  on  the  14th  Octo- 
ber, the  above  committee  reported  a memorial  which 
was  unanimously  adopted,  as  were  the  following 
resolutions: — 

Resolved,  That  the  memorial  adopted  by  this  con- 
vention be  signed  by  the  delegates  from  the  several 
states,  and  transmitted  to  Washington,  to  be  pre- 
sented to  congress  early  in  their  next  session. 

Resolved,  That  the  claimants  in  each  state  be  re- 
quested to  appoint  one  or  more  persons  to  repair  to 
Washington  as  soon  after  the  meeting  of  congress 
as  possible,  to  act  in  concert,  as  a committee,  in 
urging  their  claims  upon  the  attention  of  that  body. 

Resolved,  That  claimants  throughout  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  forward  memorials,  either 
separately  or  in  connexion  with  others  in  the  same 
place,  to  their  respective  representatives  in  con- 
gress, at  an  early  period  of  the  next  session. 

Resolved,  That  Charles  Macalester  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Jas.  B.  Murray  of  New  York,  Theodore  Dexter 
of  Massachusetts  and  J.  G.  Davies  of  Maryland,  be 
a committee  to  wait  upon  the  president  of  "the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  present  him  with  a copy  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  gentlemen  consist- 
ing of  one  from  each  state  be  a committee  of  cor- 
respondence, with  full  power  to  perform  any  acts 
necessary  to  promote  the  obtaining  of  their  just 
rights  from  congress: 


Maryland 
Pennsylvania 
New  York 
Massachusetts 
Maine 

New  Hampshire 
Rhode  Island 
Virginia 
North  Carolina 
South  Carolina 
District  Columbia 


Philip  Wallis. 

John  C.  Smith. 
[James  B.  Murray. 
Theodore  Dexter. 
William  King. 
Edward  Cutis.  v 
J.  C.  Brown. 

J.  Cooper 
J.  B.  Hinton. 

J.  S.  Guier. 
Nathaniel  Wattles. 


Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  convention 
be  signed  by  the  chairman  and  secretary',  and  pub- 
lished. GEO.  GRISWOLD,  chairman. 

Theo.  Dexter,  secretary. 


THE  POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 
Senate  chamber,  Washington  cij.y,  June  10, 1836. 
Sir:  The  peculiar  situation  in  which  you  recent- 
ly stood  before  the  senate,  the  protracted  delicate 
state  of  your  health  as  well  as  my  own  bodily  infir- 


mities, have  conspired  to  prevent  me  from  address- 
ing you  sooner  in  relation  to  a course  of  conduct 
heretofore  pursued  by  subordinates  of  the  post  office 
department,  which  to  my  mind  is  not  only  disgrace- 
ful to  the  character  but  subversive  of  the  principles 
of  a free  government;  and  to  ask  you  respectfully, 
to  inform  me  whether  such  practices  are  or  are  not 
tolerated  by  the  rules  of  the  department?  and  if  not, 
whether  you  will  take  official  cognizance  of  charges, 
if  preferred,  to  the  end  that  the  guilty  may  be  re- 
moved from  stations  which  they  have  disgraced  and 
unworthily  hold,  or,  if  innocent  that  they  may  be 
exonerated  from  unjust  suspicion.  It  seems  to  me 
that  this  course  is  equally  due  to  public  sentiment, 
the  individuals  implicated  and  the  reputation  of  the 
department  over  which  you  preside.  Therefore 
anticipating  your  prompt  and  affirmative  reply,  and 
with  a view  of  furnishing  a few  cases  in  point,  for 
immediate  investigation,  and  as  specimens  of  a 
widely  extended  system,  I will  for  the  present 
content  myself  by  bringing  to  your  notice  the  fol- 
lowing. 

B.  H.  Dibble,  postmaster  at  Buffalo,  in  the  state 
of  New  York;  George  Plitt  and  John  Taylor,  the 
latter  a foreigner,  clerks  in  the  post  office  depart- 
ment, have  used  the  time  and  influence  of  their  offi- 
cial stations  by  written  communications  and  per- 
sonal importunities  to  bias  voters,  to  produce  favor- 
ite results  in  local  and  state  elections,  especially  in 
reference  to  the  nominations  and  during  the  pen- 
dency of  the  late  gubernatorial  canvass  in  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania.  And  it  is  my  desire  that  so  much 
of  this  communication  as  refers  to  the  individuals 
above  named,  shall  be  considered  by  you  and  filed 
of  record  as  charges  emanating  from  me;  and  which 
I will  substantiate  by  the  clearest  proofs  if  called 
upon  to  do  so  by  the  head  of  the  department;  who 
alone  possesses  the  power  of  a summary  correction. 
But  calls  upon  me  for  proofs  from  any  other  source 
than  the  P.  M.  general  will  receive  no  other  notice 
than  my  present  declaration,  that  I hold  myself  mo- 
rally and  legally  responsible  for  what  I speak  and 
write,  and  will  plead  no  other  privilege  than  to  give 
the  truth  in  evidence. 

I am  far  from  desiring,  in  the  remotest  degree, 
to  disfranchise  or  curtail  the  rights  of  public  agents; 
but  the  gross  impropriety  of  a servant  of  the  peo- 
ple, living  on  their  bounty,  arrogantly  assuming  an 
official  superiority  and  right  to  dictate  to  his  mas- 
ters, is  too  glaringly  insolent  and  absurd  to  admit 
of  illustration,  and  ought  to  meet  with  the  indignant 
frowns  of  every  freeman.  It  is  however  due  to 
truth  and  fair  dealing  to  say,  that  I know  of  no 
causes  of  complaint  similar  to  those  above  mention- 
ed, thus  far,  during  the  administration  of  the  pre- 
sent head  of  the  post  office  department.  To  touch 
this  subject,  in  any  manner  whatever,  is  as  unplea- 
sant to  me  as  it  can  be  to  any  individual;  ana  no- 
thing could  have  incited  me  to  do  so,  but  a strong 
desire  for  the  abatement  of  a loathsome  public  nui- 
sance, which,  in  my  mind,  ought  not  to  be  looked 
upon  with  the  least  degree  of  allowance.  I remain, 
very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  McKEAN. 

Hon.  Amos  Kendall,  P.  M.  general,  U.  S. 

Post  office  department,  Sept.  27,  1836. 
Hon.  Sam’l  McKean,  U.  S.  senator, 

Burlington,  Bradford  county,  Pennsylvania: 

Your  letter  of  the  10th  June  last,  complaining  of 
the  political  conduct  of  sundry  persons  holding  ap- 
pointments under  this  department,  was  duly  receiv- 
ed. My  answer  has  been  delayed  partly  by  press- 
ing business,  partly  by  ill  health  and  consequent 
absence  from  the  city,  and  partly  by  the  importance 
and  delicacy  of  the  subject.  On  the  one  hand,  it  is 
difficult  to  maintain  by  argument,  that  a person  ac- 
cepting a public  station  forfeits  thereby  any  right 
to  canvass  freely,  in  speeches  or  in  writing,  the 
claims  of  aspirants  to  office,  and  the  principles  in- 
volved in  pending  elections,  which  he  possessed  as 
a private  citizen.  On  the  other  hand  it  must  be 
admitted  that  there  would  be  danger  to  our  institu- 
tions, should  the  government  support,  in  those  who 
receive  honors  and  emolument  at  its  his  hands,  a 
bend  of  political  leaders  who  should,  through  their 
public  stations,  assume  to  direct  public  opinion  and 
control  the  results  of  elections  in  the  general  or 
state  governments.  The  difficulty  is  to  draw  the 
line  between  the  rights  of  the  citizen  on  the  one 
hand  and  the  assumptions  of  the  office  holder  on  the 
other.  To  draw  any  distinct  line,  I must  confess 
myself,  after  mature  reflection,  utterly  incompetent. 
I do  not  however  hesitate  to  say,  that  I deem  the 
direct  and  habitual  interference  of  officers  of  this 
department  in  the  electioneering  contests  carried  on 
in  the  several  states,  dangerous  in  principle  as  well 
as  mischievous  in  practice. 

It  would  be  dangerous  to  have  our  eleven  thou- 
sand post  offices  made  centres  of  electioneering 
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operations  directed  by  their  incumbents,  and  sus- 
tained by  the  revenue  which  they  collect  from  the 
people,  under  the  laws  regulating  the  post  office 
department.  It  would  have  a mischievous  effect  on 
the  intercourse  and  business  of  the  country,  if  the 
correspondence  of  the  citizens  were  exposed  to  he 
handled  by  men  of  excited  feelings,  who  might 
have  or  might  think  they  had  a strong  personal  as 
well  as  political  motive  to  misdirect  or  suppress  it. 
My  advice  to  postmasters  and  all  the  officers  and 
agents  of  this  department,  on  all  proper  occasions, 
has  been  to  keep  as  clear  from  the  excitement  of 
political  strife  as  possible — to  shun  mere  political 
meetings,  or  if  present  to  avoid  taking  any  part  in 
their  proceedings.  To  decline  acting  as  members 
of  political  committees  or  conventions^-to  abstain 
from  engaging  in  disputes  and  altercations  with 
persons  having  official  business  with  them,  and  as 
far  as  practicable  ivith  all  others — and  to  take  es- 
pecial care  to  treat  all  men  alike  in  their  official  in- 
tercourse. 

There  is  a legitimate  influence  attached  to  office. 
It  is  that  which  arises  from  a faithful,  prompt  and 
polite  performance  of  its  duties,  in  which  all  men 
of  all  opinions  and  parties  are  served  with  the  same 
impartiality  and  urbanity.  The  office  holder  thus 
mahes  himself  beloved  in  the  circle  which  sur- 
rounds him;  all  honest  men  are  satisfied,  thus  far, 
with  things  as  they  are;  and  the  popularity  which 
gathers  around  him,  is  shared  by  the  administration 
under  which  he  acts.  This  is  the  legitimate  in- 
fluence of  office,  and  it  is  in  this  manner  only  that 
I desire  the  postmasters,  officers  and  agents  of  this 
department,  to  endeavor  to  sustain  and  enhance  the 
popularity  of  the  administration. 

Do  not  understand  me  as  maintaining  that  politi- 
cal considerations  should  have  no  weight  in  select- 
ing for  office,  or  that  any  one  should  give  up  or 
compromise  his  political  principles  after  he  has  re- 
ceived an  appointment.  On  the  contrary,  although 
I would  not  remove  a good  postmaster  and  honest 
man,  for  mere  difference  of  political  opinion,  I hold 
that  it  is  but  common  honesty  in  those  holding 
power  to  select  for  office,  men,  whose  principles 
accord  with  their  own,  and  that  in  a contrary 
course  they  give  evidence  of  an  entire  want  of  sin- 
cerity in  the  principles  they  profess.  What  honest 
motive  can  induce  a man  of  one  set  of  principles  to 
give  dignity,  power  and  influence  to  men  who  pro- 
fess the  reverse  and  are  struggling  to  overthrow 
that  which  he  desires  to  establish? 

May  not  the  world  justly  suspect  that  he  is  either 
hypocritical  or  corrupt?  As  an  honest  man,  there- 
fore, I must  give  a preference  to  political  friends  in 
making  appointments,  if  those  presented  shall  be 
men  of  moral  worth  and  qualified  for  the  stations. 
Nor  do  I hold  that  men  in  office  should  conceal 
their  political  opinions  or  refrain  from  an  open  and 
manly  exercise  of  their  political  rights.  They 
may  do  the  one  without  entering  into  disputes  and 
altercations,  and  may  accomplish  the  other  without 
stepping  forth  as  leaders  of  the  people  in  the  can- 
vass. 

It  results  from  these  observations,  that  no  well 
defined  rule  for  the  regulation  of  the  political  con- 
duct of  those  in  office  can  be  safely  prescribed,  and 
that  every  case  must  be  decided  upon  its  own 
merits  and  accordingly  to  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances which  surround  it. 

The  offences  of  which  you  complain  are  stated 
to  have  been  committed  before  I came  into  the  ad- 
ministration of  this  department.  One  of  the  gen- 
tlemen complained  of  is  no  longer  in  the  service, 
and  I am  quite  sure  that  for  the  last  seventeen 
months  there  has  been  no  cause  of  complaint  against 
the  other  two. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I have  a repugnance 
to  calling  in  question  their  political  conduct  during 
the  administration  of  my  predecessor,  whose  opi- 
nions and  advice  to  his  subordinates  may  have  been 
very  different  from  mine.  If  I were  to  do  so,  I 
might  condemn  and  punish  them  for  political  con- 
duct, which  their  official  superior  at  the  time,  coun- 
tenanced and  approved.  While,  therefore,  do  not 
decline  examining  any  evidences  which  may  be 
submitted  to  me  touching  their  political  conduct, 
in  as  much  as  it  may  involve  other  considerations 
affecting  their  fitness  for  public  trust,  I do  not  feel 
that  it  is  my  duty  to  call  for  such  evidences  in  this 
case,  where  the  complaint  is  exclusively  political. 
With  very  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 


WILL  OF  THE  LATE  COL.  BURR. 

Below  will  be  found  the  will  of  the  late  col. 
Aaron  Burr,  which  will  doubtless  be  perused 
with  interest  by  most  of  our  readers.  We  under- 
stand that  the  first  volume  of  Burr’s  Memoirs  [by 
Mr.  Davis]  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Messrs.  Harpers 
tor  publication,  and  will  probably  appear  about  the 
middle  of  November.  Some  of  the  pages  of  the 


manuscript  have  been  submitted  to  our  perusal, 
and  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  work  will  do 
credit  to  the  industry  and  intelligence  of  its  author. 
From  Mr.  Davis’  long  and  intimate  connexion  with 
col.  Burr  and  the  political  parties  of  the  day,  he  is 
admirably  well  calculated  for  the  task  he  has  under- 
taken, and  we  are  satisfied  that  he  will  conscenti- 
ously  discharge  the  duty  imposed  upon  him  with- 
out being  influenced  by  fear  for  the  living,  or  affec- 
tion for  the  dead.  [ Courier  § Enquirer. 

I,  Aaron  Burr,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  now  re- 
siding at  No.  23  Nassau  street,  do  make  and  pub- 
lish this  my  last  will  and  testament,  as  follows: 

I appoint  Matthew  L.  Davis,  Peter  Townsend 
and  Henry  P.  Edwards,  attorney  and  counsellor  at 
law,  my  executors. 

I give  the  charge  and  custody  of  my  private  pa- 
pers to  the  said  M.  L.  Davis,  to  be  disposed  of  at 
iis  discretion. 

I propose  in  a codicil,  to  be  hereunto  annexed,  to 
give  a list  of  my  debts,  and  to  point  out  the  re- 
sources from  which  they  are  to  be  paid. 

And  I authorise  my  said  executors  to  settle  all 
suits  and  claims  which  I may  have  against  any  per- 
son or  persons  whatsoever,  and  to  give  receipts  and 
acquittances  thereupon;  and  to  sell  my  land  or  real 
estate  to  which  I may  be  entitled  at  the  time  of  my 
death,  and  to  give  deeds  therefor. 

And  I do  hereby  revoke  and  annul  all  former  and 
other  wills  and  testaments  by  me  made. 

In  witness  whereof,  I have  hereunto  subscribed 
my  name  this  21st  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1S34.  A.  BURR. 

Signed,  published,  &c.  in  the  presence  of 
Charles  F.  Hill,  1 
Henry  Oscar  Taylor.  $ 

Whereas,  on  the  21st  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  1834,  1 made  and  published  my  last  will 
and  testament,  and  therein  declared  my  intention  of 
making  a codicil  thereto:  Now,  in  performance  of 
such  intention,  I do  hereby  make  and  declare  and 
publish  this  as  a codicil  to  my  said  will. 

First — I give  to  Bridget  Williams  the  sum  of 
nine  hundred  dollars,  being  the  balance  of  moneys 
left  in  my  hands  for  this  purpose,  with  which  I di- 
rect my  executors  to  purchase  an  annuity,  payable 
to  her  during  her  natural  life,  payable  quarterly. 

Second — I give  to  my  two  daughters,  known  by 
the  names  of  Frances  Ann,  aged  about  six  years, 
now  residing  with  Mrs.  Frances  Watson,  and  under 
the  immediate  care  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Minthorne  Tompkins;  the  other  daughter,  named 
Elizabeth,  haing  about  the  age  of  two  years,  now 
residing  with  Mrs.  Guaynetta  Conklin,  both  well 
known  to  Henry  O.  Taylor,  all  the  rest  and  residues 
of  my  estates,  both  real  and  personal,  to  the  survi- 
vor of  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  forever.  Ne- 
vertheless, I give  to  Samuel  Corp  two  h«»dred  dol- 
lars, being  in  consideration  of  an  act  of  great  liber- 
ality shown  towards  me  more  than  twenty  years 
ago.  I regret  that  it  has  not  been  in  my  power  at 
an  earlier  date  to  give  any  evidence  ol  my  gratitude 
towards  him.  In  testimony  whereof,  I have  here- 
unto subscribed  my  name,  this  11th  day  of  January, 
1835.  A.  BURR. 

Signed,  &c.  in  the  presence  of 
Henry  Oscar  Taylor,  ) 

Charles  T.  Hill.  5 

I,  Aaron  Burr,  of  the  first  ward  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  do  make  and  publish  this  as  a further 
codicil  to  my  will  dated  tne  21st  day  of  April,  in 
the  year  1834. 

Item— I give  to  the  duke  de  Bassano francs, 

for  which  he  has  my  note,  payable  without  interest, 
which  sum  he  advanced  me  in  the  most  liberal  and 
delicate  mariner,  having  learnt,  as  I was  afterwards 
informed  by  the  celebrated  Monsieur  Denon,  direc- 
teur  general  desnuesser,  at  Paris,  which  I much 
regret  that  it  has  not  been  sooner  in  my  power  to 
repay;  and  which  I now  beg  him  to  receive  with 
my  thanks. 

I direct  that  all  my  private  papers,  except  law 
papers,  appertaining  to  suits  now  depending,  be  de- 
livered to  my  friend  Matthew  L.  Davis,  to  be  dis- 
posed of  at  his  discretion,  directing  him,  neverthe- 
less, to  destroy  or  deliver  to  the  parties  interested 
all  such  as  may,  in  his  estimation,  be  calculated  to 
affect  injuriously  the  feelings  of  individuals,  against 
whom  I have  no  complaint.  In  witness  whereof,  I 
have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  &c.  this  26th  day  of 
July,  1835.  A.  BURR. 

Signed,  published,  &c.  in  the  presence  of 
A.  E.  Hosack,  M.D.  > 

II.  0.  Taylor.  5 

The  further  codicil  to  the  will  of  Aaron  Burr, 
dated  the  21st  day  of  April,  1834:  Further,  I direct 
and  order  my  pictures  to  be  given  to  my  two 
daughters  upon  the  day  of  their  marriage;  in  the 
mean  time  to  be  in  the  custody  of  my  friend  and 
kinsman,  Theodosia  Provost,  by  whom  the  division 
is  to  be  made. 


Item — I give  to  Henry  Oscar  Taylor  such  books 
and  maps  and  wearing  apparel  belonging  to  me  as 
may  be  found  in  my  house  at  my  death. 

Item — I give  to  my  friend  and  kinsman,  Theo- 
dosia Prevost,  the  picture  of  my  daughter,  which  is 
enamelled  on  a'  China  cup,  which  isbelieved  to  be 
in  the  upper  drawer  of  my  yellow  desk.  In  testi- 
mony whereof,  I have  hereunto  subscribed  my 
name,  &c.  this  27th  day  of  December,  1835. 

A.  BURR. 

Signed  and  published  in  the  presence  of 
Ogden  E.  Edwards,  ) 

Henry  Oscar  Taylor.  $ 


COTTON  MANUFACTURES. 

In  England,  in  1834,  the  number  of  spindles  was 
9,833,000;  in  France  3 1-2  millions,  while  in  the 
United  States  there  were  but  1 3-4  millions.  And 
in  the  same  year  there  were  imported  into  this  coun- 
try, cotton  goods  from  England  to  the  value  of 
$8,200,000,  from  France  $1,100,000,  and  from  Ger- 
many $300,000,  making  a total  of  9,600,000.  This 
large  sum  expended  among  ourselves  instead  of  be- 
ing sent  out  of  the  country,  might  have  given  em- 
ployment to  a vast  number  of  persons  and  been  the 
source  of  wealth  to  many  more.  The  fact  also 
proves  that  there  is  abundant  room  for  the  profit- 
able employment  of  a greater  amount  of  capital  in 
this  important  branch  of  business;  for  with  our 
high  protective  duty,  if  the  foreign  manufacturer 
can  afford  to  send  his  fabrics  to  this  market,  we, 
saving  the  duty  both  upon  the  raw  material  and 
upon  the  cloths,  can  certainly  safely  increase  the 
quantity  of  our  manufactures  and  afl'ord  to  under- 
sell him  in  our  own  markets.  Besides  these  ad- 
vantages, our  exports  of  cotton  fabrics  have  been 
gradually  increasing  from  1826  when  they  amount- 
ed to  but  little  over  one  million  of  dollars  until  the 
present  time. 

In  1833  the  exports  amounted  to  $2,321,000,  of 
which  $1,900,000  were  to  South  America  and  Mex- 
ico; $120,000  to  India  and  Africa;  $215,000  to 
China,  and  $86,000  to  the  AVest  Indies.  Now  with 
all  the  advantages  of  our  country  for  manfacturing, 
with  the  opening  of  these  and  other  markets  for 
our  goods,  with  the  increasing  use  and  demand  in 
our  own  country  and  abroad,  and  the  increasing 
popularity  of  American  manufactures,  can  any 
doubt  remain  about  the  stability  and  the  profit  of 
cotton  manufactures  in  the  United  States,  and  es- 
pecially in  New  England.  Let  it  be  remember- 
ed that  we  have  confined  ourselves  principally  to 
the  manufacture  of  coarse  goods,  but  as  the  busi- 
ness advances,  the  higher  and  more  valuable  qua- 
lities of  fabrics  will  become  the  subject  of  atten- 
tion, by  which  new  employment  will  be  given 
to  skill  and  ingenuity,  and  new  markets  opened  to 
the  manufactures  of  our  enterprising  and  mdefati- 
able  countrymen.  The  same  causes  which  have 
uilt  up  the  cities  of  Liverpool  and  Manchester,  in 
England,  of  Glasgow  and  Paisley  in.  Scotland,  and 
given  employment  to  a million  and  more  of  persons 
in  those  countries,  are  now  in  operation  among  us, 
and  under  the  fostering  protection  of  our  free  insti- 
tutions, the  security  of  property,  an  energetic  spirit, 
and  increasing  skill  and  improvements,  are  destined 
to  diffuse  wealth  and  prosperity  widely  overourland. 

The  following  progress  of  a pound  of  cotton,  ex- 
tracted from  the  English  Monthly  Magazine,  will 
not  be  uninteresting.  “There  was  sent  to  London 
lately  from  Paisley,  a small  piece  of  muslin,  about 
one  pound  weight,  the  history  of  which  is  as  fol- 
lows: The  wool  came  from  the  East  Indies  to  Lon- 
don; from  London  it  went  to  Lancashire,  where  it 
was  manufactured  into  yarn;  from  Manchester  it 
was  sent  to  Paisley,  where  it  was  woven;  it  was 
sent  to  Ayrshire  next,  where  it  was  tamboured;  it 
was  then  conveyed  to  Dumbarton,  where  it  was 
handsewed  and  again  returned  to  Paisley,  whence 
it  was  sent  to  Glasgow  and  finished,  and  then  sent 
per  coach  to  London.  It  may  be  reckoned  about 
three  years  that  it  took  to  bring  this  article  to  mar- 
ket, from  the  time  when  it  was  packed  in  India, 
till  it  arrived  complete  in  the  merchant’s  ware- 
house in  London:  whither  it  must  have  been  con- 
veyed 5,000  miles  by  sea,  nearly  1,000  by  land, 
and  have  contributed  to  reward  the  labor  of  nearly 
150  persons,  whose  services  were  necessary  to  the 
carriage  and  manufacture  of  this  small  quantity  of 
cotton,  and  by  which  the  value  has  been  advanced 
more  than  2,000  per  cent.”  [ Portland  Mo. 


STEAM  COMMUNICATION  AVITH  EU- 
ROPE. 

The  annexed  article  will  be  read  with  interest, 
we  presume,  at  the  present  time,  when  we  are  al- 
most in  daily  expectation  of  seeing  the  departure 
of  the  first  steampacket  for  Liverpool.  The  sub- 
ject was  introduced  and  partially  discussed,  with  a 
great  variety  of  others  connected  with  science  and 
the  arts,  at  the  great  meeting  of  the  British  associ- 
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ation  at  Bristol,  (England),  held  during  the  week 
commencing  on  the  20th  of  August.  At  this  meet- 
ing were  present  almost  all  the  distinguished  and 
undistinguished  men  of  science  in  Great  Britain, 
and  many  from  other  countries,  among  whom,  we 
observe,  was  Dr.  Hare,  of  Philadelphia.  The  re- 
port of  proceedings  occupies  no  less  than  twenty- 
five  wide  and  closelv  printed  columns  of  the  Bristol 
Journal,  now  one  of  the  largest  papers  published  in 
England. 

As  for  the  extract  which  we  subjoin,  we  contess 
that  it  is  not  to  us  the  clearest  and  most  intelligible 
document  that  ever  was.  Perhaps  it  is  owing  to 
our  want  of  full  and  accurate  knowledge  on  the 
subject,  and  perhaps  to  a similar  defect  on  the  part 
of  the  reporter,  who  may  not  have  caught  the  ex- 
act scope  and  bearing  of  the  calculations;  but  we 
think  that  Dr.  Lardner  is  responsible,  having  no 
great  faith  in  either  the  talents  or  the  learning  of 
that  gentleman. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  however,  his  opinions  are  be- 
fore the  reader,  who  will  perhaps  be  able  to  make 
something  more  of  them  than  we  have  succeeded 
in  doing.  If  we  understand  him  rightly,  he  doubts 
the  practicability  of  making  the  Atlantic  voyage 
by  steam;  captain  Cobb  will  prove  him  to  be  in 
error,  before  long,  or  we  are  much  deceived  in  our 
expectations.  [ New  York  Com.  Jldv. 

Steam  communication  with  distant  parts. 
Dr.  Lardner  said  if  there  was  one  point  in  practice 
of  a commercial  nature  which  more  than  another 
required  to  be  founded  on  experience,  it  was  this 
one  of  extending  steam  navigation  to  voyages  of 
extraordinary  length.  He  was  aware  since  the 
question  had  arisen  in  this  city,  it  had  been  stated 
that  his  own  opinion  was  adverse  to  it;  that  im- 
pression was  totally  wrong,  but  he  did  feel  that  as 
steps  had  been  taken  to  try  this  experiment,  great 
caution  should  be  used  in  the  adoption  of  the  means 
of  carrying  it  into  effect;  almost  all  depended  on  a 
first  attempt,  for  a failure  would  much  retard  the 
ultimate  consummation  of  their  wishes.  He  be- 
lieved those  in  this  section  who  knew  him  would 
readily  acquit  him  of  being  forward  to  question  the 
power  of  steam;  he  tendered  the  most  unqualified 
allegiance  to  the  sovereignty  of  steam,  but  he  ten- 
dered the  allegiance  of  a free  and  thinking  subject 
to  a constitutional  monarch;  he  did  not  bow  before 
the  power  of  steam  as  an  abject  slave,  and  if  he 
found  a failure  in  the  administration  of  that  power, 
he  attributed  it  entirely  to  the  ministers  (cheers). 
There  were  distinctions  to  be  drawn  depending  on 
the  length  of  the  trip,  and  on  the  stages  into  which 
it  was  divided.  There  was  one  main  distinction 
between  the  operation  of  a marine  and  land  engine; 
the  marine  engine  was  used  with  salt  water,  and 
the  land  engine  with  fresh  water;  heat  would  con- 
vert that  water  into  steam,  but  the  heat  that  would 
do  that  with  the  fresh  water  would  not  do  so  with 
other  subjects  that  were  combined  with  salt  water 
— it  would  not  do  that  with  salt,  which,  in  conse- 
quence, produced  an  incrustation  in  the  boiler,  and 
this  was  most  injurious.  A remedy  for  this  had 
been  discovered,  which  was  almost  perfectly  effi- 
cient; this  was  the  use  of  copper  boilers.  There 
had  been  a contrivance  brought  into  operation, 
which,  if  it  was  effectual,  as  its  promoters  consider- 
ed it  to  be,  would  be  a perfect  remedy;  he  alluded 
to  a condenser  which  was  known  by  the  name  of 
Hall’s  condenser,  which  was  so  contrived  that  the 
steam  circulated  like  the  blood  in  the  human  frame, 
but  this  had  been  discovered  by  Watt,  who  had  left 
little  for  his  successors  to  do. 

With  regard  to  the  power  of  steam  engines,  prac- 
tical men  considered  that  for  short  trips  the  best 
proportion  was  to  give  the  vessel  the  power  of  one 
horse  for  every  two  tons;  that  as  the  length  of  the 
trips  increased,  they  must  have  a smaller  propor- 
tion of  power;  this  should  be  three  tons  for  every 
horse  power;  and  that  for  the  longest  trips  to  which 
steam  power  could  at  present  be  applied,  the  pro- 
portion should  be  about  one  horse  to  four  tons.  It 
might  be  asked  why  this  particular,  proportion  was 
selected,  and  the  answer  was  this — that  it  was 
found  by  experience,  that  such  would  not  contain 
sufficient  coals;  but  the  surplus  of  power  in  long 
voyages  would  be  invaluable  where  power  was 
most  valuable.  It  was  necessary  they  should  de- 
vise some  means  of  determining  the  locomotive 
duty  of  coals;  it  was  a question  to  which  he  had 
devoted  a good  deal  of  time,  and  the  only  method 
he  had  been  able  to  devise  had  been  to  determine 
the  consumption  of  fuel  per  hour;  he  had  made  ex- 
tensive observations,  and  he  considered  you  must 
place  15  lbs.  of  coal  per  hour  for  every  horse.  Mr. 
Watt  some  time  since  established  a series  of  expe- 
riments on  boilers,  with  the  view  of  determining 
the  relative  consumption  of  fuel  and  the  result  was 
then,  that  the  consumption  of  fuel  under  the  marine 
boilers  was  one-third  less  than  under  the  land  boi- 
lers. 


A committee  of  the  house  of  commons,  some 
time  since,  had  to  determine  the  expediency  of 
opening  a long  steam  communication  with  India, 
and  much  evidence  was  given;  in  one  case  the  opi- 
nion was  8 lbs.  in  another  9 lbs.  and  in  another  11 
lbs.  They  would  take  nine  months,  and  then  came 
the  question  of  speed.  They  were  all  well  aware 
that  there  had  been  for  some  years  in  operation  a 
line  of  steamers  by  Falmouth  and  Corfu;  they 
touched  at  Gibraltar.  On  an  average  of  51  voy- 
ages, the  rate  at  which  they  made  their  trips  was 
noted,  and  the  result  was  7 1-4  miles  per  hour; 
they  had,  therefore,  the  conclusion,  that  the  loco- 
motive duty  of  9 lbs.  of  coal,  is  7 1-4  miles  of  dis- 
tance. If,  therefore,  9 lbs.  gave  7 1-4  miles  in  dis- 
tance, one  ton  would  give  1,900  miles  for  every 
horse  power;  then  they  must  look  for  average  wea- 
ther; the  build  of  the  vessel  was  such  that  they  had 
not  space  to  try  more  than  11-4  ton  of  coals  for 
every  horse  power.  Almost  all  the  vessels  with 
which  the  experiment  had  been  made  had  the  pa- 
tent paddle  wheels,  and  they  had  been  worked  with 
the  best  coals.  The  next  question  was,  what  mo- 
dification the  vessel  must  undergo,  when  applied  to 
steam  communication  with  the  United  States. 


In  the  Atlantic  there  were  westerly  winds  which 
prevailed  almost  continually,  extremely  violent, 
and  attended  with  a great  swell  of  the  sea;  but  it 
was  an  astronomical  phenomenon,  which  was  very 
well  understood.  The  outward  voyage  of  the  large 
packet  ships  was  generally  estimated  at  40  days, 
the  homeward  voyage  in  20  days,  so  that  the  entire 
voyage  occupied  60  days.  If,  then,  they  assumed 
that  the  average  of  outward  and  homeward  voyages 
to  the  United  States  corresponded  v/ith  the  average 
weather  between  Falmouth  and  Corfu,  then  they 
would  arrive  at  this  conclusion:  that  the  outward 
voyage  was  more  than  the  average,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  4 to  3.  If  the  locomotive  duty  of  coals  pro- 
vided for  the  voyage  between  Falmouth  and  Corfu 
was  1,900  miles  for  a ton  per  horse  power,  they 
must  deduct  from  that  33  per  cent.;  in  order  to  get 
what  the  duty  would  be  on  the  outward  voyage  to 
New  York,  you  must  take  a third  from  1,900,  and 
you  would  have  1,300  miles.  The  direct  line  from 
Bristol  to  New  York  was  3,500  miles;  if  you  allow- 
ed one  ton  of  coals  for  every  1,300  miles  per  horse 
power,  the  vessel  would  require  to  carry  2 1-3  tons 
for  every  horse  power  in  her  engine:  therefore  this 
vessel  must  carry  nearly  three  times  the  whole 
complement  the  admiralty  steamers  could  carry. — 
Let  them  take  a vessel  of  1,600  tons,  provided  with 
a 400  horse  power  engine:  having  2 1-3  tons  per 
each  horse  power,  the  vessel  must  carry  1,348  tons 
of  coal;  to  that  adding  400,  the  vessel  must  carry 
1,748  tons.  He  thought  it  would  be  a work  of 
time,  under  all  the  circumstances,  to  say  much 
more  to  convince  them  of  the  inexpediency  of  at- 
tempting a direct  voyage  to  New  York;  for  in  this 
case  2,080  miles  was  the  longest  run  a steamer 
could  encounter;  at  the  end  of  that  distance  she 
would  require  a relay  of  coals.  The  question  then 
became  a geographical  one  as  to  the  best  mode  of 
accomplishing  this.  There  were  two  ways  which 
might  be  proposed:  one,  to  make  the  Azores  an  in- 
termediate station,  and  to  proceed  from  thence  to 
New  York;  the  other  would  be  to  proceed  to  some 
point  in  Newfoundland,  and  make  that  an  interme- 
diate station;  the  distance  from  Bristol  to  the  Azores 
is  1,300  miles,  and  from  the  Azores  to  New  York 
2,400  miles,  being  20  per  cent,  more  than  the  steam 
limit  he  had  mentioned. 

There  was  a point  called  Sidney,  in  cape  Breton, 
where  there  were  coal  mines,  worked  to  a profit  by 
Messrs.  Rundell  and  Bridge;  but,  then,  that  was 
2,300  miles;  but  if  we  took  our  final  departure  from 
some  place  upon  the  western  coast  of  Ireland,  and 
there  charged  the  vessel  with  coals,  the  distance  to 
Sidney  would  be  only  1,900  miles.  The  rail  road 
system  might  be  established  in  Ireland  which  would 
be  a benefit  in  more  ways  than  one:  London  and 
all  the  southern  sections  of  the  country  would  pour 
in  their  produce  and  population  by  the  railway  to 
Bristol.  (Cheers.)  He  could  assure  them  he  had 
a mind  totally  disinterested;  he  was  not  an  engi- 
neer, and  has  not  a share  in  any  joint  stock  com- 
pany! because  he  felt  that  to  render  himself  useful 
to  the  community  those  faculties  nature  has  given 
him,  he  should  deprive  himself  of  part  of  that  utili- 
ty if  he  placed  himself  in  a situation  that  any  one 
could  say  he  would,  by  possibility,  have  any  inter- 
ested motive.  He  would,  therefore,  counsel  those 
who  proposed  to  invest  capital  in  this  most  inter- 
esting enterprise,  to  keep  in  mind  certain  points  to 
which  he  would  direct  their  attention: 

1st.  He  would  advise  that  the  measured  tonnage 
should  correspond  with  the  tonnage  by  displace- 
ment. 

2d.  To  go  to  an  increased  expense  in  using  the 
best  coals. 


3d.  He  would  earnestly  impress  upon  them  th** 
expediency  of  adopting  the  paddle-wheels  shown 
to  the  section  yesterday. 

4th.  He  advised  the  proportion  of  1 to  4 as  the 
proper  tonnage. 

5th.  He  vould  impress  upon  them  the  expedien- 
cy ol  giving  more  attention  in  the  selection  of  en- 
gineers and  ftokers;  it  was  a matter  of  the  last  im- 
portance, and  a saving  of  30  or  40  per  cent. 

With  respect  to  the  boiler,  he  would  recommend 
copper  only. 

Lastly,  he  would  advise  the  coal  boxes  to  be 
tanked. 

Mr.  Russell  would  confess  he  had  listened  with 
the  greatest  delight  to  the  lucid  and  logical  obser- 
vations they  have  just  heard.  He  would  merely  add 
one  word:  let  them  try  the  experiment  with  a view 
only  to  the  enterprise  itself,  but  on  no  account  to 
try  new  boilers  or  other  experiments,  but  to  have  a 
combination  ol  the  most  approved  plans  that  had 
been  yet  adopted. 

Mr.  Brunei  thm  pointed  out  some  errors  in  the 
calculation  made  by  Dr.  Lardner,  which  would  be 
in  lavor  of  the  urdertaking;  he  was  convinced  nine 
or  even  ten  miles  an  hour  might  be  accomplished, 
and  Dr.  Lardner  had  formed  nis  conclusions  upon 
old  vessels,  and  rot  from  one  in  which  every  thing 
was  done  upon  tie  most  approved  principles  yet 
known,  and  thus  :educed  possibility  to  certainty. 

Mr.  Field  said  he  had  made  the  calculations  for 
the  ordnance  on  ’he  vessels  in  Corfu;  they  were 
taken  upon  an  avenge  which  included  the  infancy 
of  the  undertaking. 

Dr.  Lardner,  in  repU  said  that  he  thought  the 
voyage  practicable,  but  >e  wished  to  point  out  that 
which  would  remove  the  possibility  of  a doubt,  be- 
cause, if  the  first  failed,  it  vould  cast  a damp  upon 
the  enterprise,  and  prevent  a repetition  of  the  at- 
tempt. 

This  discussion  created  the  gi-.atcst  possible  in- 
terest. 


MESSAGE  OF  THE  GOV.  OF  AiKANSAS. 
Fellow  citizens  of  the  senate, 

and  of  the  house  of  representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  our  vmsti- 
tution,  it  is  my  duty,  as  a co-ordinate  branch  a the 
government,  to  communicate  to  you  the  condt j0n 
of  its  affairs,  and  to  suggest  such  measures  for  yujr 
consideration,  as  may  occur  to  my  mind,  as  expedr. 
ent  and  proper  for  your  action. 

The  duties,  labors,  powers  and  responsibilities  of 
the  present  session  of  the  legislature,  are  of  greater 
magnitude  than  will,  perhaps,  be  those  of  any  suc- 
ceeding one.  The  important  and  arduous  duties  of 
revising  and  remodelling  our  imperfect  laws,  upon 
which  the  peace,  happiness  and  destinies  of  our 
citizens  depend;  the  election  of  persons  to  the  nu- 
merous offices  which  the  constitution  makes  it 
your  duty  to  fill;  a judicious  and  wise  arrange- 
ment of  the  various  funds  subject  to  your  dis- 
posal; and  the  creation  of  a sound  currency  for 
the  use  of  the  state,  give  to  the  session  upon 
which  you  have  so  recently  entered,  more  than 
ordinary  solemnity  and  interest.  It  becomes  us, 
therefore,  to  advance  to  the  task  with  our  minds 
unbiassed — devoted  to,  and  determined  on,  the  per- 
formance of  our  duties  for  the  good  and  hap- 
piness of  the  people,  and  the  advancement  and 
honor  of  the  state.  Let  us  offer  up  our  acknow- 
ledgments to  the  Great  Preserver  of  nations,  and 
humbly  supplicate  His  guidance,  protection  and  ap- 
probation, in  the  accomplishment  of  duties  of  such 
magnitude. 

It  is  with  infinite  pleasure  that  I can  inform  you, 
that  our  new  and  interesting  state  has  just  reason 
to  boast  of  health,  happiness  and  prosperity. 

The  reports  of  the  auditor  and  treasurer  are  here- 
with transmitted.  The  latter  exhibits  the  debt  of 
Arkansas  to  be  eight  thousand  six  hundred  and 
ninety-four  dollars  and  ninety-six  and  three-fourths 
cents,  showing  a decrease  of  the  debt,  since  the 
30th  September,  1835,  of  $ 272  20.  By  the  report 
of  the  auditor,  the  probable  amount  of  the  revenue 
of  the  state,  yet  unpaid,  for  the  year  1S36,  will  be 
twenty  or  twenty-one  thousand  dollars.  The  du- 
ties of  the  auditor  and  treasurer  have  been  yearly 
augmenting,  and  are  now  so  great  as  seem  to  de- 
mand an  increase  of  the  salaries  of  those  officers, 
in  proportion  to  their  respective  duties.  The  sug- 
gestions contained  in  the  auditor’s  report,  I deem 
of  sufficient  importance  to  recommend  to  your  con- 
sideration; and  will  here  remark,  that  the  insufficien- 
cy of  our  present  revenue  laws  suggests  the  pro- 
priety of  the  passage  of  others  more  salutary.  The 
duties  of  all  officers,  connected  with  the  revenue, 
should  be  clearly  defined,  and,  to  insure  prompt- 
ness and  punctuality  in  the  discharge  of  them, 
heavy  penalties  for  great  delay  or  wilful  neglect 
| should  be  imposed. 
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The  extra  duties  performed  by  the  auditor,  in 
accordance  with  the  requisitions  of  an  act  of  the 
legislature,  approved  23d  of  October,  1835.  appear 
to  have  been  so  laborious  that  justice  seems  to  de- 
mand the  allowance  of  a compensation  equal  to 
the  amount  of  extra  labor  imposed. 

Although  it  may  not  he  considered  within  the 
immediate  province  of  the  executive,  f cannot  al- 
low this  opportunity  to  pass,  without  communicat- 
ing my  views  upon  the  subject  of  compensation 
that  may  be  given  to  those  who,  unier  our  consti- 
tion,  maybe  chosen  to  fill  offices,  i feel  warranted 
in  the  belief,  that  our  sources  of  revenue  will  au 
thorise  the  allowance  of  respectable  and  liberal  sa 
laries  to  our  public  functionaries.  And  I feel  much 
solicitude  that  this  should  be  the  case  especially  in 
regard  to  the  judicial  department  of  the  government. 
An  enlightened  and  intelligent  judiciary  is  calculated 
to  have  a great  influence  upon  the  future  character 
of  Arkansas — to  have  a wholesome  influence  upon 
the  morals  and  feelings  of  its  citizens,  and  upon  the 
peace  and  happiness  of  the  whole  country.  A de- 
votion to  the  laws  has  ever  been,  land  I trust  ever 
will  be),  a striking  characteristic  >f  the  American 
people:  that  devotion  is  only  acquied  from  the  per 
feet  confidence  they  feel  in  the  henesty  and  capa 
bility  of  those  who  are  chosen  to  tonstrue  and  ad- 
judicate upon  them.  It  is  with  a desire  to  insure 
such  feelings  of  confidence  in  tie  minds  of  the 
people  of  Arkansas,  in  those  wh<  sit  in  judgment 
upon  their  property,  their  liberty,  and,  it  may  be, 
their  lives,  that  I here  take  the  Iberty  of  drawing 
your  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  selection  anc 
compensation  of  our  judicif*  officers.  A liberal 
compensation  seems  to  me  tf  be  necessary  to  induce 
men  of  scientific,  legal  and  practical  knowledge,  to 
forego  such  professional  prospects  as  their  talents 

and  qualifications  wouh'justly  entitle  them  to  at  the 

bar,  and  to  accept  of  places  upon  the  bench.  I 
feel  assured  that  ffose  you  have  the  honor  to  re- 
present, would  cheerfully  coincide  with  a course  of 
this  kind  on  t«  part  of  their  agents. 

Viewing  dr  situation  as  the  immediate  frontier, 
and  so  nea  a neighbor  to  the  Mexican  or  Texian 
government,  in  which  a cruel  and  savage  kind  of 
warfar  is  now  raging;  and  taking  into  consideration 
that  ne  government  of  the  United  States  has  re- 
mold numerous  tribes  of  Indians  from  east  of  the 
Mississippi  river  to  our  immediate  western  border, 
aid  that  some  of  the  leading  men  of  their  tribes, 
unwilling  to  quit  their  places  of  nativity,  were 
forced  away  in  chains,  we  have  just  grounds  to  en- 
tertain fears  of  hostility  from  some  of  those  quarters. 

I feel  every  confidence  that  our  government  will 
place,  and  continue  to  keep,  on  our  frontier,  a re 
spectable  portion  of  their  regular  troops.  Our  stand- 
ing army  is,  however,  too  small  to  justify  the  be- 
lief that  the  portion  which  can  be  assigned  will  be 
sufficient  to  insure  us  perfect  safety  against  the 
tomahawk  and  scalping-knife. 

Taking  this  view  of  the  subject,  I consider  there 
is  no  power  granted  by  our  constitution  to  your 
executive,  of  more  importance  than  that  which 
makes  him  commander-in-chief  of  the  military  for- 
ces; and  believing  that  the  safety  of  our  citizens 
and  country,  in  a very  great  degree,  depends  on  a 
speedy  and  effectual  organization,  disciplining  and 
arming  the  militia  of  the  state,  I cannot  too  strong- 
ly urge  this  subject  to  your  early  and  favorable  ac- 
tion. I feel  warranted  in  the  belief  that  the  citi- 
zens of  no  country  would  be  found  more  willing 
and  ready  to  march,  at  the  first  cry  of  the  war- 
whoop,  in  defence  of  their  country,  than  the  people 
of  Arkansas.  But  to  enable  them  to  act  efficiently, 
they  must  have  discipline  and  arms. 

I would  suggest  the  propriety  of  letting  some 
part  of  your  action  on  this  subject,  encourage  the 
establishment  of  independent  companies,  under  pro- 
per military  regulations.  In  addition  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  our  own  preparations  and  exertions  to 
defend  ourselves,  as  a border  people,  we  should 
claim,  from  the  general  government,  the  erection 
upon  our  frontier,  of  sufficient  garrisons  to  insure 
us  protection  and  safety.  It  should  also  place  at 
the  disposal  of  the  executive  of  the  state,  a suffi- 
cient quantity  of  munitions  of  war  to  arm  the  mi- 
litia. We  are  also  justly  entitled  to  an  arsenal,  or 
depot  of  arms,  at  some  convenient  and  appropriate 
point;  and  we  should  not  rest  satisfied  without 
such  means  of  protection.  I therefore  recommend 
the  propriety  of  your  representing  our  situation  to 
the  general  government,  and,  in  energetic  language, 
ask  them  for  those  indispensable  means  of  defence. 

I cannot  too  earnestly  press  upon  your  conside- 
ration the  subject  of  the  completion  of  the  state 
house.  Some  years  since,  a liberal  donation  was 
granted  by  the  general  government,  for  the  purpose 
of  erecting  a suitable  building  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  Arkan- 
sas. And,  recently,  from  the  same  source,  a far- 1 


been  made,  for  the  completion  of  that  building. 
The  latter  donation  is  now  at  your  disposal;  it  is 
for  you  to  determine  the  manner  in  which  the  do- 
nation is  to  be  converted  to  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  granted. 

In  the  mean  time,  I would  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  you  make  an  appropriation  to  put  the 
whole  building  in  such  a condition  as  to  prevent 
farther  injury  by  remaining  in  its  present  exposed 
state.  My  predecessor  has  delivered  to  me  various 
papers,  purporting  to  be  abstracts  relative  to  con- 
tracts and  expenditures,  connected  with  the  dis- 
posal of  the  former  appropriation.  I would  re- 
spectfully recommend  the  appointment  of  a com- 
mittee to  investigate  this  subject,  with  authority  to 
examine  all  papers  in  relation  thereto,  and  to  call 
on  such  individuals  as  can  elucidate  and  give  ex- 
planations on  any  matter  connected  therewith.  And 
also,  in  a similar  manner,  to  examine  into  the  dis- 
position made  of  the  fund  arising  from  the  thousand 
acre  grant,  designed  for  the  construction  of  a court 
house  and  jail.  There  are  several  papers  now  in 
my  possession  relating  to  this  subject. 

As  we  are  now  dependent  on  other  states  for 
the  facilities  afforded  by  hanks,  the  interest  of  our 
country  appear  to  require  our  early  action  upon 
the  subject  of  banking.  Our  constitution  has  most 
wisely  limited  the  number  of  banks  to  two;  a num- 
ber sufficiently  large  at  any  time  to  give  a safe 
circulating  medium,  and  to  answer  the  agricultural 
and  commercial  interests  of  the  state.  Any  mea- 
sure calculated  to  secure  these  ends  will  receive 
my  cordial  approbation. 

By  an  act  of  the  general  government,  regulating 
the  deposites  of  the  public  money,  approved  23d 
June,  1836,  we  will,  on  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1837,  be  entitled,  as  a loan,  to  a part  of  the  surplus 
revenue,  then  remaining  in  the  treasury  of  the  U. 
States,  for  the  reception  and  disposition  of  which, 
provision  should  be  made. 

I would,  also,  call  your  attention,  to  the  act  of 
the  general  government,  supplementary  to  the  act 
entitled  “an  act  for  the  admission  of  the  state  of 
Arkansas  into  the  union,  and  to  provide  for  the 
due  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
within  the  same,  and  for  other  purposes,”  approved 
23d  of  June,  1836,  which  should  be  ratified.  By  a 
provision  of  this  act,  section  numbered  sixteen,  in 
every  township,  has  been  granted  to  the  state  for 
the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  such  township,  for  the 
use  of  schools:  a disposition  of  the  lands  thus  grant- 
ed, in  a manner  best  calculated  to  secure  the  ob- 
jects designed,  will  meet  my  approbation.  All 
salt  springs,  not  exceeding  12  in  number,  with  six 
sections  of  land  adjoining  to  each,  have  been  grant- 
ed to  the  state  for  the  use  of  the  state,  which  are 
to  be  selected  by  the  general  assembly,  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  day  of  January,  1840;  the  same  to  be 
used  under  such  terms,  conditions  and  regulations, 
as  the  general  assembly  shall  direct,  but  not  to  be 
sold  or  leased,  at  any  time,  for  a longer  period  than 
ten  years  without  the  consent  of  congress.  For 
selecting  those  lands  and  leasing  out  the  salt 
springs,  agents  or  commissioners  should  be  ap- 
pointed. 

For  receiving  the  five  per  cent,  on  the  net  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  of  public  lands  in  Arkansas,  to 
which,  by  this  act,  we  are  entitled,  from  and  after 
the  1st  day  of  July  last,  provision  should  be  made. 
The  funds  arising  from  this  source,  will  be  gradu- 
ally augmenting,  and  should  be  loaned  out  at  inter- 
est until  a sum  of  sufficient  magnitude  is  at  our 
disposal  to  be  used  with  effect,  as  the  law  designs, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  roads  and  canals. 

Among  the  most  interesting  portion  of  your  le- 
gislative labors,  will  no  doubt  be  a consideration  of, 
and  action  upon,  a system  of  internal  improvement 
for  the  state.  By  the  division  of  the  surplus  reve- 
nue, to  which  I have  before  alluded,  a fund  will  be 
placed  at  the  control  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  which,  if  judiciously  managed,  will  enable 
them  to  improve  the  roads  and  highways  to  a great 
degree,  and  thus  enhance  the  value  of  "the  property 
of  our  citizens,  by  making  the  access  to  and  from 
market,  an  object  of  trifling  importance.  We  are 
too  young,  in  knowledge  and  means,  to  follow 
closely  in  the  vast  strides  of  internal  improvement 
taken  by  most  of  the  states  in  the  union;  but  we 
can  make  such  a beginning  as  will,  when  our  re- 
sources and  experience  become  greater,  and  our 
population  more  dense,  assist  materially  in  the  pro- 
per application  of  those  resources.  I would,  there- 
fore, recommend  the  appointment  of  a board  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  composed  of  persons  of  suit- 
able topographical  knowledge  and  experience. 

The  miserable  and  shackling  condition  of  our 
common  jails  is  such,  that  we  have  scarcely  one  in 
our  state  sufficiently  strong  to  secure  a prisoner 
without  a standing  guard.  Experience,  in  other 
states,  demonstrates  clearly  the  good  effects  of  pe- 


its  wisdom,  deem  it  inexpedient,  at  this  session,  to 
make  provision  for  the  erection  of  a building  of  that 
character,  I am  convinced  that  the  public  good  re- 
quires some  kind  of  legislation  that  will  insure  the 
establishment  of  common  jails  which  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  retain  criminals,  without  the  expense  of 
guards,  or  necessity-  of  loading  them  with  chains. 

The  time  and  mode  of ‘choosing  electors  to  vote 
for  president  and  vice  president  of  the  U.  States, 
is  ol  sufficient  importance  to  insure  your  imme- 
diate action. 

One  among  the  important  duties  to  be  performed 
by  the  present  legislature,  will  be  the  judicious  dis- 
posal of  the  fund  which  will  arise  from  a donation 
of  seventy-two  sections  of  land  granted  to  the  state 
by  the  general  government,  for  the  purpose  of  es- 
tablishing a seminary  of  learning.  Its  rnajnitude 
will  doubtless  iusure  your  serious  consideration  and 
action.  The  creation  of  institutions  of  learning 
upon  a scale  as  liberal  as  our  means  will  justify, 
must,  when  carried  into  effect,  give  to  our  you  up- 
state an  early,  respectable  and  proud  stand  among 
her  sister  republics.  Most  of  the  states  in  our 
union  have  adopted  measures  and  created  funds  for 
a general  system  of  education  within  their  respec- 
tive borders,  and  from  their  experience  we  are 
taught  that  an  earlier  movement  in  the  same  be- 
nevolent course,  would  have  much  advanced  the 
moral  and  intellectual  standard  of  their  citizens; 
and  learning  wisdom  from  the  experience  of  our 
neighbors,  we  can,  in  the  outset,  take  such  steps 
as  will,  in  the  course  of  a few  years,  enable  all  our 
citizens  to  bestow  on  their  children  the  benefits  of 
education. 

Ardently  hoping  that  unity  and  harmony  of  ac- 
tion will  prevail  in  your  deliberations,  and  nothing 
be  done  which  will  prove  prejudicial  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  people,  and  that  wisdom  may  guide 
you  in  the  creation  of  wholesome  and  salutary 
laws,  that  will  reflect  honor  on  yourselves,  and  give 
character  to  our  state,  is  the  "devout  supplication 
of  your  fellow  citizen. 

JAMES  S.  CONWAY. 

Little  Rock,  September  17th,  1836. 


ther  grant,  of  five  sections  of  the  public  lands  has  I nitentiaries;  but  should  the  present  legislature,  in 


INDIAN  WRITTEN  LANGUAGE. 

From  the  Georgetown  Metropolitan. 

The  following  very  interesting  incident  of  In- 
dian life  was  written  by  governor  Cass,  our  present 
minister  to  France,  while  on  one  of  those  numerous 
missions  to  the  aboriginal  tribes,  in  which  his  in- 
tegrity, sagacity  and  deep  knowledge  of  the  Indian 
character  achieved  so  many  beneficial  results  for 
the  United  States,  as  well  as  for  the  outcast  chil- 
dren of  the  forest  themselves,  by  the  amicable  re- 
lations which  he  established,  and  the  treaties  which 
he  made  between  them  and  our  government;  and 
is  published  now  by  his  kind  permission.  It  was 
the  practice  of  governor  Cass,  while  on  these  expe- 
ditions, to  record  minutely  all  interesting  occur- 
rences, and  the  facts  respecting  the  history,  habits 
and  character  of  the  Indian  tribes,  which  "practical 
acquaintance  brought  under  the  knowledge  of  a sa- 
gacious and  inquiring  mind.  By  such  a man,  what 
valuable  materials  for  an  authentic  history  of  that 
remarkable  and  perishing  race  will  not  these  docu- 
ments present!  We  hope,  from  time  to  time,  to  have 
the  high  gratification  of  presenting  further  extracts 
to  the  public: 

“An  incident  occurred,  during  a recent  tour  to 
the  north  west,  so  rare  in  itself,  and  which  so  clear- 
ly shows  the  facility  with  which  communications 
may  be  opened  between  savage  nations  without  the 
intervention  of  letters,  that  I have  thought  it  would 
be  interesting  to  communicate  to  you. 

“The  Chippeways  and  Sioux  are  hereditary  ene- 
mies, and  Charlevoix  says  that  they  were  at  war 
when  the  French  first  reached  the  Mississippi.  I 
endeavored,  when  among  them,  to  learn  the  cause 
which  first  excited  them  to  war,  and  the  time  when 
it  commenced,  but  they  can  give  no  rational  ac- 
count of  either.  An  intelligent  Chippeway  chief 
informed  me  that  the  disputed  boundary  between 
them  was  a subject  of  little  importance,  and  the 
question  respecting  it  could  be  easily  adjusted.  He 
appeared  to  think  they  fought  because  their  fathers 
fought  before  them. 

“This  war  has  been  waged  with  various  success, 
and  in  its  prosecution  instances  of  courage  and 
self-devotion  have  occurred,  within  a few  years, 
which  would  not  have  disgraced  the  pages  of  Gre- 
cian or  of  Roman  history.  Some  years  since,  mu- 
tually weary  of  hostilities,  the  chiefs  of  both  na- 
tions met  and  agreed  upon  a truce.  But  the  Sioux, 
disregarding  the  solemn  compact  which  they  had 
formed,  and  actuated  by  some  sudden  impulse,  at- 
tacked the  Chippeways,  and  murdered  a number  of 
them.  The  old  Chippeway  chief,  who  descended 
the  Mississippi  with  us,  was  present  upon  this  oc- 
casion, and  his  life  was  saved  by  the  intrepidity  and 
generous  self-devotion  of  a Sioux  chief.  This  man 
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entreated,  remonstrated  and  threatened.  He  urged 
his  countrymen,  by  every  motive  to  abstain  from 
any  violation  of  their  faith;  and  when  he  found 
his  remonstrances  useless,  he  attached  himself  to 
the  Chippeway  chief,  and  avowed  his  determina- 
tion of  saving;  or  perishing  with  him.  Awed  by  his 
intrepidity,  tne  Sioux  finally  agreed  that  he  should 
ransom  the  Chippeway,  and  he  accordingly  applied 
to  this  object  all  the  property  which  he  owned.  He 
then  accompanied  the  Chippeway  on  his  journey, 
until  he  considered  him  safe  from  any  parties  of  the 
Sioux  who  might  be  disposed  to  follow  him. 

“The  Sioux  are  much  more  numerous  than  the 
Chippeways,  and  would  have  overpowered  them 
long  since,  had  the  operations  of  the  former  been 
consentaneous;  but  they  are  divided  into  so  many 
different  bands,  and  are  scattered  over  such  an  ex- 
tensive country,  that  their  efforts  have  no  regular 
combination. 

“Believing  it  equally  inconsistent  with  humanity 
and  sound  policy  that  these  border  contests  should 
be  suffered  to  continue,  satisfied  that  government 
would  approve  of  any  plan  of  pacification  which 
might  be  adopted,  and  feeling  that  the  Indians  have 
a full  portion  of  moral  and  physical  evils,  without 
adding  to  them  the  calamities  of  a war,  which  had 
no  definite  object,  and  no  probable  termination,  on 
our  arrival  at  Sandy  lake,  I proposed  to  the  Chip- 
peway chiefs  that  a deputation  should  accompany 
us  to  the  mouth  of  St.  Peter’s,  with  a view  to  es- 
tablish a permanent  peace  between  them  and  the 
Sioux.  The  Chippeways  readily  acceded  to  this 
proposition,  and  ten  of  their  principal  men  descend- 
ed the  Mississippi  with  us. 

“The  computed  distance  from  Sandy  lake  to  the 
St.  Peter’s  is  six  hundred  miles;  and  a considerable 
proportion  of  the  country  has  been  the  theatre  of 
hostile  enterprises.  The  Mississippi  here  traverses 
the  immense  plains  which  extend  to  the  Missouri, 
and  which  present  to  the  eye  a spectacle  at  once 
interesting  and  fatiguing.  Scarcely  the  slightest 
variation  in  the  surface  occurs,  and  they  are  entire- 
ly destitute  of  timber.  In  this  debateable  land,  the 
game  is  very  abundant.  Buffaloes,  elks  and  deer 
range  unharmed  and  unconscious  of  harm.  The 
mutual  hostilities  of  the  Chippeways  and  Sioux 
render  it  dangerous  for  either,  unless  in  strong  par- 
ties, to  visit  this  portion  of  the  country.  The  con- 
sequence has  been  a great  increase  of  all  the  ani- 
mals whose  flesh  is  used  for  food,  or  whose  fur  is 
valuable  for  market.  We  found  herds  of  buffaloes 
quietly  feeding  upon  the  plains.  There  is  little 
difficulty  in  approaching  sufficiently  near  to  kill 
them.  With  an  eagerness  which  is  natural  to  all 
hunters,  and  with  an  improvidence  which  always 
attends  these  excursions,  the  animal  is  frequently 
killed  without  any  necessity,  and  no  other  part  is 
then  preserved  but  the  tongue. 

“There  is  something  extremely  novel  and  inter- 
esting in  this  pursuit.  The  immense  plain,  extend- 
ing as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach,  is  spotted  here  and 
therewith  droves  of  buffaloes.  The  distance  and 
the  absence  of  known  objects  render  it  difficult  to 
estimate  the  size  or  the  number  of  these  animals. — 
The  hunters  approach  cautiously,  keeping  to  the 
leeward,  lest  the  buffaloes,  whose  scent  is  very 
acute,  should  observe  them.  The  moment  the  gun 
is  fired,  the  buffaloes  scatter  and  scour  the  field  in 
every  direction.  Unwieldy  as  they  appear  they 
move  with  celerity.  It  is  difficult  to  divert  them 
from  their  course,  and  the  attempt  is  always  hazard- 
ous. One  of  our  party  barely  escaped  with  his  life 
from  this  act  of  temerity.  The  hunters,  who  are 
stationed  upon  different  parts  of  the  plain,  fire  as 
the  animals  pass  them.  The  repeated  discharge  of 
guns  in  every  direction,  the  shouts  of  those  who  are 
engaged  in  the  pursuit,  and  the  sight  of  the  buffa- 
loes at  full  speed  on  every  side,  give  an  animation 
to  the  scene,  which  is  rarely  equalled 

“The  droves  which  we  saw  were  comparatively 
small.  Some  of  the  party,  whom  we  found  at  St. 
Peter’s,  and  who  had  arrived  at  that  place  by  land 
from  the  Council  Bluffs,  estimated  one  of  the  droves 
which  they  saw  to  contain  two  thousand  buffaloes. 

“As  we  neared  this  part  of  the  country,  we  found 
our  Chippeway  friends  cautious  and  observing. — 
The  flag  of  the  United  States  was  flying  upon  all 
our  canoes,  and,  thanks  to  the  character  which  our 
country  acquired  by  the  events  of  the  last  war,  I 
found,  in  our  progress  through  the  whole  Indian 
country,  after  we  "had  once  left  the  great  line  of 
communication,  that  this  flag  was  a passport,  which 
rendered  our  journey  safe.  We  consequently  felt 
assured  that  no  wandering  party  of  the  Sioux  would 
attack  even  their  enemies  while  under  our  protec- 
tion. But  the  Chippeways  could  not  appreciate 
the  influence  which  the  American  flag  would  have 
upon  other  nations,  nor  is  it  probable  that  they  esti- 
mated with  much  accuracy  the  motives  which  in- 
duced us  to  assume  the  character  of  an  umpire. — 


The  Chippeways  landed  occasionally  to  examine 
whether  any  of  the  Sioux  had  recently  visited  that 
quarter.  In  one  of  these  excursions,  a Chippeway 
found  in  a conspicuous  place  a piece  of  birch  bark, 
made  flat  by  being  fastened  between  two  sticks  at 
each  end,  and  about  eighteen  inches  long  by  fifteen 
broad.  This  bark  contained  the  answer  of  the 
Sioux  nation  to  the  proposition  which  had  been 
made  by  the  Chippeways  for  a termination  of  hos- 
tilities. So  sanguinary  has  been  the  contest  be- 
tween these  tribes,  that  no  personal  communication 
could  take  place.  Neither  the  sanctity  of  the  office, 
nor  the  importance  of  the  message,  could  protect 
the  ambassadors  of  either  party  from  the  vengeance 
of  the  other.  Some  time  preceding,  the  Chippe- 
ways, anxious  for  the  restoration  of  peace,  had  sent 
a number  of  their  young  men  into  these  plains  with 
a similar  piece  of  bark,  upon  which  they  had  repre- 
sented their  desire. 

“This  bark  had  been  left  hanging  to  a tree,  in  an 
exposed  situation,  and  had  been  found  and  taken 
away  by  a party  of  the  Sioux. 

“The  propositions  had  been  examined  and  dis- 
cussed in  the  Sioux  villages,  and  the  bark  which 
we  found  contained  their  answer.  The  Chippe- 
way who  had  prepared  the  bark  for  his  tribe  was 
with  us;  and,  on  our  arrival  at  St.  Peter’s,  finding 
that  it  was  lost,  I requested  him  to  make  another. 
He  did  so,  and  produced  what,  I have  no  doubt, 
was  a perfect  fac  simile.  The  Chippeways  ex- 
plained to  us,  with  great  facility,  the  intention  of 
the  Sioux,  and  apparently  with  as  much  readiness 
as  if  some  common  character  had  been  established 
between  them. 

“The  junction  of  the  St.  Peter’s  with  the  Misis- 
sippi,  where  a principal  part  of  the  Sioux  reside, 
was  represented,  and  also  the  American  fort,  with 
a sentinel  on  duty,  and  the  flag  flying.  The  prin- 
cipal Sioux  chief  is  named  the  Six,  alluding,  I be- 
lieve, to  the  bands  or  villages  under  his  influence. 
To  show  that  he  was  not  present  at  the  deliberation 
upon  the  subject  of  peace,  he  was  represented  upon 
a smaller  piece  of  bark,  which  was  attached  to  the 
other.  To  identify  him,  he  was  drawn  with  six 
heads  and  a large  medal.  Another  Sioux  chief 
stood  in  the  foreground,  holding  the  pipe  of  peace 
in  his  right  hand,  and  his  weapons  in  his  left.  Even 
we  could  not  misunderstand  that,  like  our  own  eagle 
with  the  olive  branch  and  arrows,  he  was  desirous 
of  peace,  but  prepared  for  war. 

“The  Sioux  party  contained  fifty-nine  warriors, 
and  this  number  was  indicated  by  fifty-nine  guns, 
which  were  drawn  upon  one  corner  of  the  bark. — 
The  only  subject  which  occasioned  any  difficulty 
in  the  interpretation  of  the  Chippeways,  was  owing 
to  an  incident,  of  which  they  were  ignorant. 

“The  encampment  of  our  troops  had  been  remov- 
ed from  the  low  grounds  upon  tne  St.  Peter’s  to  a 
high  hill  upon  the  Mississippi:  two  forts  were 
therefore  drawn  upon  the  bark,  and  the  solution  ol 
this  enigma  could  not  be  discovered  until  our  arri- 
val at  St.  Peter’s.  The  effect  of  the  discovery  of 
this  bark  upon  the  minds  of  the  Chippeways  was 
visible  and  immediate.  Their  doubts  and  appre- 
hensions appeared  to  be  removed,  and  during  the 
residue  of  the  journey,  their  conduct  and  feelings 
were  completely  changed. 

“The  Chippeway  bark  was  drawn  in  the  same 
general  manner,  and  Sandy  lake,  the  principle  place 
of  their  residence,  was  represented  with  much  ac- 
curacy. To  remove  any  doubt  respecting,  a view 
was  given  of  the  old  north  west  establishment,  situ- 
ated upon  its  shore,  and  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
American  Fur  company.  No  proportion  was  pre- 
served in  their  attempt  at  delineation.  One  mile  of 
the  Mississippi,  including  the  mouth  of  the  St. 
Peter’s,  occupied  as  much  space  as  the  whole  dis- 
tance to  Sandy  lake,  nor  was  there  any  thing  to 
show  that  one  part  was  nearer  to  the  spectator  than 
another;  yet  the  object  of  each  party  was  complete- 
ly obtained.  Speaking  languages  radically  differ- 
ent from  each  other — for  the  Sioux  constitute  one 
of  three  general  divisions,  into  which  the  early 
French  writers  have  arranged  the  aborigines  of 
our  country,  while  the  Chippeways  are  a branch  of 
what  they  call  the  Algonquins — and  without  any 
conventional  character  established  between  them, 
these  savages  had  thus  opened  a communication 
upon  the  most  important  subject  which  could  occu- 
py their  attention.  Propositions  leading  to  a peace 
were  made  and  accepted,  and  the  simplicity  of  the 
mode  could  only  be  equalled  by  the  distinctness  of 
the  representations,  and  by  the  ease  with  which 
they  were  understood. 

“An  incident  like  this,  of  rare  occurrence  at  this 
day,  and  throwing  some  light  upon  the  mode  of 
communication  before  the  invention  of  letters,  excit- 
ed in  us  all,  as  may  be  expected,  the  greatest  interest. 

It  is  only  necessary  to  add,  that  on  our  arrival  at  St. 
Peter’s,  we  found  that  colonel  Leavenworth  had 
been  as  attentive  and  indefatigable  upon  this  sub- 


ject, as  upon  every  other  which  fell  within  the 
sphere  of  his  command. 

“During  the  preceding  winter  he  had  visited  a 
tribe  of  tne  Chippeways  upon  this  Pacific  mission, 
and  had,  with  the  aid  of  the  agent,  Mr.  Taliaferro, 
prepared  the  minds  of  both  tribes  for  a permanent 
peace.  The  Sioux  and  Chippeways  met  in  council, 
at  which  we  all  attended,  and  smoked  the  pipe  of 
peace  together.  They  then,  as  they  say  in  their 
figurative  language,  buried  the  tomahawk,  so  deep 
that  it  could  never  be  dug  up  again,  and  our  Chip- 
peway friends  departed  well  satisfied  with  the  re- 
sult oftheir  mission. 

“We  discovered  a remarkable  coincidence,  as  well 
in  the  sound  as  in  the  application,  between  a word 
in  the  Sioux  language  and  one  in  our  own.  The 
circumstance  is  so  singular,  that  I deem  it  worthy 
of  notice.  The  Sioux  call  the  falls  of  St.  Anthony, 
Ha-ha,  and  the  pronunciation  is  in  every  respect 
similar  to  the  same  word  in  the  English  language. 
I could  not  learn  that  this  word  was  used  for  any 
other  purpose;  and  I believe  it  is  confined  in  its  ap- 
plication to  that  place  alone. 

“The  traveller,  in  ascending  the  Mississippi, 
turns  a projecting  point,  and  these  falls  suddenly 
appear  before  him  at  a short  distance.  Every  man, 
savage  or  civilized,  must  be  struck  with  the  mag- 
nificent spectacle  which  immediately  opens  to  his 
view.  There  is  an  assemblage  of  objects,  which, 
added  to  the  solitary  grandeur  of  the  scene,  to  the 
height  of  the  cataract,  and  to  the  eternal  roar  of  its 
waters,  inspire  the  spectator  with  awe  and  admira- 
tion. 

“In  his  anecdotes  of  painting,  it  is  stated  by  Ho- 
race Walpole,  that  “on  the  invention  of  fosses  for 
boundaries,  the  common  people  call  them  Ha!  Ha! 
to  express  their  surprise  at  finding  a sudden  and 
unperceived  check  to  their  walk.”  I believe  the 
word  is  yet  used  in  this  manner  in  England. 

“It  is  certainly  not  a little  remarkable  that  the 
same  word  should  be  thus  applied  by  one  of  the 
most  civilized  and  by  one  of  the  most  barbarous 
people,  to  objects  which,  although  not  the  same, 
were  r'et  calculated  to  excite  the  admiration  of 
the  observer. 

“Nothing  can  show  more  clearly  how  falacious 
are  those  deductions  of  comparative  etymology 
which  are  founded  upon  a few  words,  carefully 
gleaned,  here  and  there,  from  languages  having 
no  common  origin,  and  which  are  used  by  people 
who  have  neither  connexion  nor  intercourse.  Tne 
common  descent  of  two  nations  can  never  be  trac- 
ed by  the  accidental  consonance  of  a few  syllables 
or  words,  and  the  attempt  must  lead  us  into  the 
regions  of  fancy. 

“The  Sioux  language  is  probably  one  of  the  most 
barren  which  is  spoken  by  any  of  our  aboriginal 
tribes.  Col.  Leavenworth,  who  made  considerable 
proficiency  in  it,  calculated,  I believe,  that  the 
number  of  words  did  not  exceed  one  thousand. 
They  use  more  gestures  in  their  conversation  than 
any  Indians  I have  seen,  and  this  is  a necessary 
result  of  the  poverty  of  their  language.” 


POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY— MR.  FORWARD’S 
LETTER. 

At  a meeting  of  the  democratic  citizens  of  Alle- 
ghany county,  held  at  the  Washington  Coffee 
House,  in  Pittsburgh,  on  Saturday  evening  the  15th 
instant,  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions 
were  unanimously  adopted: 

“ Whereas  it  is  at  all  times  proper  that  the  peo- 
ple should  be  fully  apprised  of  the  political  senti- 
ments of  those  whom  they  are  called  upon  to  elevate 
by  their  suffrages  to  places  of  high  trust — that  they 
should  know  whether,  in  the  event  of  success 
crowning  their  efforts,  they  are  to  find  in  their  can- 
didates men  faithful  to  those  interests  and  willing 
to  carry  out  those  principles  which  they  revere. 
And  whereas,  at  the  present  crisis  in  the  politics 
of  this  state,  when  corruption  has  taken  possession 
of  the  government,  it  is  most  peculiarly  incumbent 
upon  the  friends  of  liberty  to  be  jealously  awake 
on  the  opinions  of  those  whom  they  support  for  of- 
fice— to  vote  for  no  man  who  does  not  fearlessly 
and  openly  advocate  the  measures  and  sustain  the 
principles  and  men  of  the  democracy  of  the  coun- 
try. And  whereas,  since  the  nominations  of  our 
candidates  for  election  to  the  state  convention  to 
amend  the  constitution,  questions  have  arisen  and 
are  now  agitating  the  public  mind  which  were  not 
at  the  time  of  those  nominations  thought  of  by  the 
people,  and  upon  which  question  it  is  right  and 
proper  that  the  sentiments  of  our  candidates  should 
be  known — questions,  among  others,  embracing 
how  far  that  convention  may  have  the  power  to 
protect  the  liberties  of  the  people  from  the  control 
of  an  irresponsible  moneyed  power — 

Therefore  resolved — 1st  That  be  a com- 

mittee to  address  the  gentlemen  on  the  democratic 
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ticket  for  the  convention  with  a view  to  ascertain 
their  sentiments  in  reference  to  the  men  and  lead- 
ing measures  of  the  democratic  party. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  the  several  candidates  be,  in 
particular,  requested  to  express  their  opinions  upon 
the  following  questions — 

First.  Will  you  vote  the  electoral  ticket  pledged 
to  support  Martin  Van  Buren  and  Richard  M. 
Johnson? 

Second.  Will  the  convention  about  to  assemble 
to  amend  the  constitution  of  the  state,  possess  the 
power  to  annul  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States? 

Third.  If  the  convention  have  the  power  to  an- 
nul the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
will  it  be,  in  your  opinion,  expedient  to  annul  it, 
and  will  you  vote  in  favor  of  doing  so? 

3d.  Resolved,  That  when  this  meeting  adjourns, 
it  will  adjourn  to  meet  in  this  place  on  Thursday 
evening  the  20th  instant,  at  which  time  the  com- 
mittee appointed  under  the  provisions  of  the  first 
resolution  shall  make  report. 

In  pursuance  of  the  above  resolutions,  the  fol- 
lowing correspondence  took  place  between  the 
committee  appointed  under  the  first  resolution  and 
Mr.  Forward: 

Pittsburgh,  Oct.  18,  1836. 
Walter  Forward,  esq.  Sir:  The  undersigned,  a 
committee  appointed  in  compliance  with  the  requi- 
sition of  the  first  of  the  foregoing  resolutions,  re- 
spectfully request  your  views  in  answer  to  the 
questions  embraced  within  the  second  resolution; 
and  also  your  views  in  answer  to  the  contemplated 
reform  in  the  executive,  judicial  and  legislative  de- 
partments of  the  government,  which  last  inquiry  is 
suggested  by  the  first  resolution  as  pointing  to  the 
leading  measures  of  the  democratic  party. 

The  committee  hope  to  be  in  possession  of  your 
answer  so  as  to  be  able  to  make  report  to  the  meet- 
ing to  be  held  agreeably  to  the  last  of  the  foregoing 
resolutions.  Respectfully,  your  fellow  citizens, 
JAMES  PATTERSON, 
CHARLES  SEALER, 
CHAMBERS  McKIBBIN, 
LINTON  ROGERS, 

C.  UPPERMAN, 

THOS.  LIVINGSTON, 

W.  W.  FETTERMAN, 
ABSALOM  MORRIS, 

HUGH  DENNING, 
LEONARD  S.  JOHNS, 

L.  CALLAGHAN, 

ROBERT  PORTER, 

ROBT.  GLASS, 

JAMES  ANDERSON,  jr. 
ANDREW  McELWAIN. 
Pittsburgh,  October,  20,  1836. 

Gentlemen:  I received  your  note  of  the  18th 
inst.  conveying  the  preamble  and  resolutions  adopt- 
ed by  a meeting  held  on  the  Saturday  preceding. — 
My  constant  engagements  in  the  district  court  of 
the  United  States,  during  the  last  two  days,  have 
prevented  my  attention  to  the  subject  of  those  re- 
solutions, except  in  the  weary  interval  of  its  recess. 
My  reply  is  therefore  written  in  haste,  and  without 
the  precision  and  method  which  further  time  would 
have  enabled  me  to  give  to  it. 

The  democratic  delegates  thought  proper  while 
I was  absent  in  a neighboring  county,  to  place  me 
on  their  ticket  as  a candidate  for  the  convention. — 

I had  no  previous  notice  of  their  kind  intentions 
towards  me — the  nomination  was  unsolicited  and 
unconditional.  It  had  been  dictated,  as  I supposed 
by  a single  reference  to  the  subject  of  constitu- 
tional reform — the  only  subject  that  can  rightfully 
occupy  the  deliberations  of  a convention.  In  ac- 
cepting it,  I had  no  idea  that  as  soon  as  the  Octo- 
ber election  should  be  over,  I would  be  required  to 
subscribe  to  opinions,  and  to  give  pledges  in  regard 
to  questions  which  the  preamble  to  the  resolutions 
admits  to  have  been  indifferent  at  the  time  of  my 
nomination. 

I am  very  distinctly  informed  in  said  preamble, 
that  at  the  date  of  the  nomination,  the  questions 
propounded  by  you  “were  not  thought  of  by  the  peo- 
ple,” but  that  they  “have  arisen  since  that  time, 
and  are  now  agitating  the  public  mind.”  This  is 
assigned  as  the  reason  for  the  call  made  upon  me 
at  this  late  period.  Professing  the  highest  consi- 
deration for  those  who  attended  the  meeting,  and 
for  each  of  you,  gentlemen,  personally,  I must  be 
allowed  to  say,  that  both  they  and  you  have  fallen 
into  a small  mistake.  The  high  claims  of  Messrs. 
Van  Buren  and  Johnson  to  the  presidency  and 
vice  presidency,  are  no  new  matters.  The  extra- 
ordinary merits  of  those  gentlemen,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  their  election  to  save  the  country  from  ruin, 
were  quite  as  loudly  and  strenuously  asserted  before 
the  nomination  as  afterwards;  and  you  well  know, 
gentlemen,  that  for  several  weeks  prior  to  the  Octo- 


ber elections,  this  new  question,  as  it  is  called,  of 
annulling  the  bank  by  the  convention,  was  not  only 
“thought  of  by  the  people,”  but  made  a subject  of 
vehement  party  declamation. 

I am  therefore  constrained  most  respectfully  to 
say  to  you  that  the  reasons  for  changing  the  grounds 
of  my  nomination,  and  attaching  new  conditions 
to  my  continuance  upon  the  ticket,  are  to  my  mind 
very  unsatisfactory.  I think  it  highly  probable  that 
the  importance  and  the  equity  of  these  new  condi- 
tions are  not  yet  discovered  by  the  delegates  from 
the  country,  by  whom  I was  nominated,  and  that 
they  may  yet  be  inclined  to  hesitate  and  ponder  the 
matter  very  seriously,  before  they  exclude  a candi- 
date from  their  favor,  because  he  denies  the  power 
of  the  convention  to  annul  charters,  and  destroy 
private  property.  I am  confident  that  at  the  time 
I was  nominated,  the  reform  of  the  constitution 
was  not  considered  a party  matter.  I have  never 
regarded  it  in  that  light,  and  no  consideration  shall 
ever  induce  me  to  enter  the  convention  as  a party 
man. 

Before  the  passage  of  the  act  of  assembly  for 
calling  a convention,  our  public  meetings  upon 
that  subject  were  attended  by  all  parties — the  com- 
mittees were  selected  from  all  parties.  At  the  se- 
veral conferences  held  by  the  committee  last  ap- 
pointed, and  of  which  I was  a member,  the  impro- 
priety and  danger  of  converting  the  reform  of  the 
constitution  into  a party  question,  were  frequently 
mentioned  and  unanimously  admitted.  I have  act- 
ed upon  these  principles  ever  since,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  act  upon  them,  until  persuaded  by  better 
reasons  than  any  I have  yet  heard,  to  take  a differ- 
ent course. 

Constitutions  are  designed  to  secure  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  individuals  by  fundamental  laws — 
by  laws  which  shall  curb  the  power  of  triumphant 
majorities.  We  all  know,  and  are  sometimes  made 
to  feel  that  dominant  parties  are  generally  willing 
to  make  the  most  of  their  power,  and  that  one  ob- 
ject to  be  gained  by  amending  the  constitution  is 
to  restrict  their  capacity  and  means  of  corruption 
and  tyranny. 

I have  no  doubt  that  these  were  the  sentiments 
of  the  gentlemen  by  whom  I was  nominated,  and 
that  they  will  hear  with  surprise,  that  the  reform 
of  our  constitution  is  to  be  made  subservient  to 
the  fortunes  of  presidential  candidates.  Their  sur- 
prise will  increase,  when  they  find  party  politics 
completely  superceding  and  excluding  every  ques- 
tion of  constitutional  reform,  from  a large  public 
meeting  assembled  with  reference  to  that  very 
matter;  and  that  in  the  preamble  and  resolutions  of 
that  meeting,  the  subject  of  reform  is  not  even  men- 
tioned. 

The  questions  submitted  to  me  by  the  meeting, 
refer  to  the  vote  which  I intend  to  give  at  the  elec- 
tion of  electors  in  November,  and  to  my  opinions 
as  to  the  power  and  duty  of  the  convention  to  an- 
nul the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States. — 
The  latter  will  be  first  attended  to.  Charters  ob- 
tained by  imposition  and  fraud,  may  be  annulled 
upon  proof  of  the  fact.  If  the  charter  in  question 
were  thus  obtained,  it  can  and  ought  to  be  repealed, 
and  were  a general  law  passed  constituting  a tri- 
bunal for  the  trial  of  cases  of  this  sort,  the  question 
of  fraud  might  be  heard  and  determined  without 
delay.  I will  add  that  the  charge  of  corruption 
having  been  made  and  reiterated,  I think  a rigor- 
ous inquiry  should  be  had  as  early  as  possible;  and 
if  the  fact  be  established,  let  the  bank  be  crushed  at 
once. 

The  act  of  assembly  creating  the  bank  has  guard- 
ed against  the  abuse  of  its  privileges  by  expressly 
reserving  to  the  legislature  and  the  supreme  court, 
the  power  to  cause  examinations  to  be  made  of  its 
books  and  papers,  to  put  its  officers  under  oath;  and 
if  it  shall  be  found  upon  a trial  by  jury,  that  the 
charter  has  been  violated,  to  declare  it  void.  Thus 
far  there  is  no  need  of  the  extraordinary  powers  of 
a convention.  The  agency  of  that  body  is  only 
needed  when  charters  have  been  honestly  obtained, 
and  are  to  be  destroyed  without  atrial  by  the  resist- 
less force  of  its  own  mere  will:  and  the  question 
propounded  to  me  is  simply  this,  whether  in  virtue 
of  this,  its  sovereign  will,  it  can  crush  and  annihi- 
late the  bank  of  the  United  States,  although  the 
charter  may  have  been  fairly  procured,  and  the  bank 
itself  honestly  administered. 

I answer  that  it  cannot:  First,  because  the  peo- 

ple who  in  October,  1835,  voted  for  the  calling  of  a 
convention,  expressly  limited  its  powers.  The  lan- 
guage of  their  votes  were  as  follows: — “For  a con- 
vention to  submit  its  proceedings  to  a vote  of  the 
people.”  It  is  obvious  that  annulling  a charter 
cannot  be  an  amendment  of  the  constitution;  and  if 
it  were,  it  would  be  liable  to  be  nullified  by  the 
people  themselves. 

Secondly,  assuming  that  the  convention  will  be 
clothed  with  all  the  authority,  rights,  powers  and 


privileges  that  the  people  can  impart,  still  it  cannot 
annul  charters.  Every  body  knows,  and  even  par- 
tizans  do  not  deny  that  a charter  is  a contract  be- 
tween the  government  and  individuals,  and  has  all 
the  essential  attributes  of  any  other  contract.  It  is 
also  admitted  that  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  has  full 
power  to  grant  charters,  and  that  in  the  absence  of 
a reservation  of  a power  for  that  purpose,  neither 
the  legislature  nor  the  courts  can  repeal  them,  un- 
less obtained  by  fraud,  or  forfeited  by  mat-practice . — 

No  one  will  dispute  that  bank  stock,  canal  stock 
and  bridge  stock  are  private  property,  in  the  same 
sense  and  for  the  same  ends,  namely,  profit  and  in- 
come, as  notes,  bonds,  mortgages,  furniture,  houses, 
or  lands. 

It  is  conceded  that  the  annulling  of  charters  is 
the  destruction  of  contracts,  and  the  annihilation  of 
vested  rights  of  property.  The  question,  therefore, 
in  its  plain  and  naked  terms,  is  just  this,  can  a ma- 
jority of  the  people  invest  a body  of  delegates  with 
the  power  to  annul  contracts,  and  destroy  vested 
private  rights?  I take  the  negative  side  of  this 
question,  for  the  following  reasons: 

Because  there  are  just  twenty-five  states  of  the 
union  pledged  to  the  defence  of  every  man,  woman 
and  child  in  Pennsylvania  against  the  exercise  of 
such  a power;  and  though  we  may  cut  ourselves 
loose  from  them  by  a sweeping  act  of  nullification, 
yet  the  government  of  the  union,  which  for  this 
purpose  holds  the  power  of  those  states,  will  take 
special  care,  as  in  the  case  of  South  Carolina,  that 
our  audacious  usurpation  and  tyranny  be  seasonably 
put  down.  Be  pleased,  gentlemen,  to  read  the  fol- 
lowing section  of  the  ninth  article  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States:  “No  state  shall  enter  into 
any  treaty,  alliance  or  confederation,  grant  letters 
of  marque  or  reprisal,  coin  money7,  emit  bills  of 
credit,  make  any  thing  but  gold  or  silver  coin  a 
tender  in  payment  of  debts,  pass  any  bills^  of  at- 
tainder, ex  post  facto  law,  or  law  impairing  the  obli- 
gation of  contracts.”  The  prohibition  contained  in 
this  clause  of  the  federal  constitution  is  explicit 
and  direct,  and  admits  of  but  one  evasion,  namely, 
that  Pennsylvania,  when  represented  in  the  conven- 
tion, will  cease  to  be  a “state,”  a condition  to  which 
I admit  she  would  be  degraded  b}r  a body  of  dele- 
gates declared  by  the  people  themselves  to  be  abso- 
lutely lawless. 

The  clause  prohibiting  state  governments  from 
assing  laws  impairing  contracts  nas  been  enforced 
y the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  in  every 
instance  where  the  validity  of  such  laws  has  been 
brought  in  question;  and  unless  the  judges  of  that 
court  shall  become  the  profligate  instruments  of  fac- 
tion, the  same  rule  will  be  observed  in  future.  In 
a contest  before  that  court,  the  question  will  be  whe- 
ther the  obligation  of  a contract  has  been  impa  ired,  and 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania  can  only  succeed, by  shew- 
ing that  her  grant  of  the  charter  in  consideration  of 
several  millions  of  dollars,  either  paid  or  to  be  paid 
by  the  stockholders  of  the  bank,  was  not  a contract 
with  those  stockholders.  Her  position  may  be 
readily  conceived  by  those  who  are  apprised  that 
the  supreme  court  has  repeatedly  decided  that  char- 
ters are  contracts,  and  therefore  secure  against 
violation  by  state  governments.  Parties  before  that 
court  are  upon  a footing  of  equality;  and  the  fact 
that  a state  legislature  which  is  supposed  to  repre- 
sent the  wisdom  and  intelligence  of  the  people  has 
made  an  imprudent  bargain  will  furnish  no  ground 
of  relief.  The  answer  to  such  a plea  would  be  that 
states,  like  individuals,  must  submit  to  the  conse- 
quences of  their  own  bargains,  and,  like  individu- 
als, content  themselves  with  the  resolution  to  look 
more  sharply  in  future. 

Violent  parties,  in  their  zeal  for  victory,  are  too 
apt  to  countenance  false  principles  and  false  rea- 
soning. It  cannot  be  the  interest  of  an  American 
citizen,  a freeman,  that  the  exorbitant  and  savage 
power  of  breaking  lawful  contracts  and  destroying 
private  rights,  without  compensation,  should  any 
where  exist.  It  is  his  interest  that  such  a power 
be  sternly  denied,  and  the  attempt  to  exercise  it 
universally  repelled:  For  the  fate  of  others  to-day 

may  be  his  fate  to-morrow;  and  the  property  of  the 
citizen  can  never  be  safe  so  long  as  party  conflicts 
are  permitted  to  involve  the  right  to  enjoy  it.  My 
opinion  is  that  the  stockholders  of  the  bank  gave 
too  little  for  their  charter,  and  that  in  the  term  of 
its  duration  it  should  have  had  no  advantage  over 
the  other  state  banks.  But  I know  that  the  act 
granting  the  charter  is  constitutional,  and  that,  un- 
less procured  by  fraud,  the  people,  of  whom  I am 
one,  are  bound  by  it.  Why  should  it  be  otherwise? 
Can  any  one  give  a reason  why  the  force  of  a con- 
tract should  depend  upon  the  numbers  that  may 
constitute  one  of  the  parties  to  it — why  the  stronger 
party  should  be  allowed  to  say  one  tiling  and  mean 
another — should  be  permitted  to  keep  or  break  its 
stipulations  according  as  a majority  may  decide? — 
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An  individual  claiming  this  privilege  would  be  set 
down  as  a knave.  The  obligation  of  a contract  is 
a moral  obligation,  and  therefore  just  as  binding 
upon  governments  and  communities,  represented 
by  governments,  as  upon  individuals.  A contrary 
doctrine  substitutes  force  in  the  place  of  right,  and, 
however  disguised,  is  an  attack  upon  liberty. 

But  is  it  not  presumptuous  to  deny  the  right  of  a 
majority  of  the  people  to  nullify  their  contract? — 
Is  not  their  power  sovereign  and  unlimited?  These 
questions  are  answered  by  another — do  you  deny 
the  competency  of  the  people  to  make  a contract? 
If  you  do  not;  then  I aslc,  upon  what  reason  of  na- 
tural justice  or  common  honesty  they  should  be  at 
liberty  to  break  it,  when  made.  A bond  signed  by 
five  thousand  or  five  millions  would  be  no  less  bind- 
ing than  if  executed  by  one.  Payment  might  be 
withheld  because  no  earthly  tribunal  could  enforce 
it;  but  the  perfidy  and  injustice  would  be  none  the 
less  flagrant. 

The  legislature  which  granted  the  bank  charter 
was  clothed  with  limited  powers;  but  to  the  extent 
of  those  powers,  it  represented  the  people  and  could 
bind  them.  It  is  for  this  reason,  that  the  charter 
is  constitutional.  In  other  words,  the  power  to 
grant  it,  was  delegated  by  the  people.  It  is  there- 
fore their  own  act — just  as  much  so  as  if  done  by 
■a  convention  or  themselves.  If  a man  were  to 
come  into  court  to  annul  the  sale  of  his  goods 


made  under  a power  of  attorney,  given  for  that  pur- 
pose, upon  the  ground  that  the  power,  although 
quite  sufficient  to  transfer  the  goods,  did  not  ex- 
tend to  lands — he  would  be  treated  as  insane.  But 
it  seems  that  when  the  people  confer  an  authority 
to  bind  them  in  one  matter,  they  make  void  private 
rights  acquired  under  it,  for  the  strange  reason, 
that  their  sovereign  power  in  reference  to  other 
matters,  had  been  withheld. 

I should  be  pleased  to  hear  some  one  define 
what  is  meant  by  the  expression  “sovereign  pow- 
er.” Is  it  a power  of  confounding  moral  distinc- 
tions— of  transmuting  wrong  into  right — of  anni- 
hilating truth  and  justice?  I understand  those  who 
contend  for  the  power  of  the  convention  to  annul 
charters — to  speak  of  its  rightful  power,  and  not  of 
the  mere  sway  of  the  strongest.  True,  it  is  said 
that  the  people  may  abolish  their  government;  in 
this  instance,  however,  they  neither  propose  nor 
intend  to  do  it.  But  if  they  did,  and  the  govern- 
ment were  actually  abolished,  the  right  of  property 
would  not  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  convention.  The 
same  declaration  of  rights,  which  proclaims  that  all 
pow'er  is  inherent  in  tne  people,  and  that  they  may 
alter  or  abolish  their  government,  asserts  that  “all 
men  are  born  equally  free  and  independent,  and 
have  certain  indefeasible  rights,  among  which  are 
those  of  acquiring,  possessing  and  protecting  pro- 
perty.” These  rights  are  antecedent  to  all  political 
government,  and  are  no  more  subject  to  the  will  of 
a convention,  than  the  right  of  breathing  the  air  or 
beholding  the  sun. 

It  is  to  be  recollected  that  it  is  not  the  solitary 
power  of  destroying  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
that  is  ascribed  to  the  convention,  but  a power  to 
destroy  all  charters  annihilate  all  vested  rights. 
If  there  be  any  exception,  let  the  friends  of  ab- 
solute power  point  it  out,  and  let  them  fix  the 
limits  that  shall  circumscribe  the  omnipotence  of 
the  convention.  No  such  limit  can  be  assigned 
The  power  to  annul  charters,  is  the  power  to  annul 
patents  for  lands;  and  if  either  the  one  or  the  other 
can  be  done  by  the  convention,  they  may  expel  us 
from  our  houses  and  rob  us  of  our  goods.  It  happens 
that  it  is  now  made  a party  question  whether  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  shall  be  allowed  to  ex- 
ist. We  may  find  it  next  year  made  a party  ques- 
tion whether  the  people  shall  be  prevented  from 
crossing  our  bridges  without  paying  toll,  or  whe- 
ther public  lands  sold  for  a tenth  part  of  their  value, 
should  not  revert  to  the  state.  The  attempt  to  dis- 
tinguish between  the  kinds  of  property  that  may  be 
seized,  or  to  soothe  us  with  the  hope  that  ours  may 
be  spared  by  popular  favor,  will  not  have  the  ef- 
fect of  quieting  our  fears.  I dare  say  the  conven- 
tion would  be  satisfied  with  the  destruction  of  the 
bank,  but  if  the  rights  of  one  class  of  citizens  can 
be  invaded  with  impunity,  the  rights  of  all  others 
are  in  jeopardy. 

In  regard  to  this  odious  bank,  I have  not,  and 
never  had  a partcle  of  interest  in  it,  other  than 
that  which  belongs  to  every  citizen,  I never  own- 
ed a dollar’s  worth  of  its  stock,  nor  received  or 
solicited  its  acccommodation.  If  its  charter  was 
obtained  by  foul  means,  I shall  be  as  willing  as 
any  one  of  you  to  see  it  annulled,  But  when  I 
am  called  on  to  admit  that  innocent  stockholders  in 
that  institution  can  be  deprived  of  their  vested 
rights  by  the  mere  will  of  a convention,  my  re- 
pugnance is  invincible.  I cannot  be  accessary  to 
any  such  measure.  I deny  the  right  of  any  ma- 
jority, however  overwhelming,  to  touch  their  pro- 


perty, without  making  them  a just  compensation. 
Even  the  threat  of  so  great  an  outrage,  appears  to 
me,  to  be  a ground  for  general  alarm. 

You  request  me  to  state  whether  I will  vote  for 
the  electors  nominated  by  the  friends  of  Martin 
Van  Buren  and  Richard  M.  Johnson.  I do  not  see 
what  bearing  my  opinion  of  those  gentlemen  can 
have  upon  tne  question  of  amending  the  constitu- 
tion, but  I have  no  desire  that  it  should  be  con- 
cealed. There  are  circumstances  which  are  ob- 
vious to  you  all,  that  would  impel  me  to  support 
Martin  Van  Buren,  if  such  support  could  be  con- 
sistently rendered.  But  finding  his  name  connect- 
ed with  principles  which  appear  to  me  to  militate 
against  the  public  good,  and  to  weaken  the  security 
of  private  property,  I shall  vote  against  him. 

My  opinions  upon  the  subject  of  constitutional 
reform  mentioned  in  your  letter,  must  be  already 
known  to  the  most  of  you.  I would  take  from  the 
governor,  all  power  of  appointment.  Justices  of 
the  peace  should  be  elected  by  the  people  and  hold 
their  offices  for  a term  of  years.  The  people  should 
also  elect  their  prothonotary,  register,  recorder 
and  other  county  officers.  State  officers  and  the 

S:s  of  the  supreme  court  and  inferior  courts 
t be  elected  by  a vote  of  both  houses  of  the 
legislature.  Whether  the  tenure  of  the  office  of 
the  inferior  judges,  should  be  changed  is  a question 
of  some  difficulty,  but  I incline  to  the  change,  and 
as  at  present  advised  would  vote  for  the  term  of  ten 
years.  I am  for  limiting  the  eligibility  of  the  exe- 
cutive to  the  term  of  three  years,  so  that  no  go- 
vernor could  be  tempted  from  the  strict  line  of  his 
duty  by  the  hope  of  re-election. 

The  evils  of  excessive  banking,  and  improvident 
granting  of  charters,  call  for  restrictions.  Let  the 
convention  provide  that  no  bank  charters  be  grant- 
ed, unless  notice  of  the  intended  application  be 
given  six  months  prior  to  the  session  of  the  legis- 
lature, and  not  then  unless  a majority  of  two-thirds 
of  both  houses  be  in  favor  of  the  measure. 

I am,  with  great  respect,  gentlemen,  yours,  &c. 

WALTER  FORWARD. 
Messsrs.  Shaler,  Livingston  arid  others  com.  fyc. 
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COL.  DODGE’S  EXPEDITION  TO 
ROCKY  MOUNTAINS. 

From  the  Natchez  (Miss. ) Free  Trader. 

We  have  now  lying  on  our  table  a report  of  the 
secretary  of  war,  transmitting  to  the  senate  a de- 
tailed account  of  col.  Dodge’s  expedition  to  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  during  the  summer  of  1835;  ac- 
companying which  are  two  elegant  maps  of  the  en- 
tire region  of  country  occupied  by  the  various  tribes 
of  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

Col.  Dodge,  with  his  company  of  dragoons,  de- 
parted from  fort  Leavenworth  on  the  29th  of  May, 
1835,  travelling  a north  westerly  course  till  he 
struck  the  river  Platto,  and  then  following  the  course 
of  that  river  to  its  source  in  the  Rocky  Mountains. 
From  thence  they  pursued  a south  easterly  direc- 
tion in  a line  parallel  with  the  mountains,  until  they 
arrived  at  Pike’s  Beak,  with  its  snow-clad  summit 
towering  to  the  skies.  Near  the  foot  of  this  mountain 
they  discovered  a boiling  spring  of  mineral  water, 
possessing  properties  similar  to  those  of  Saratoga, 
New  York.  From  this  place  it  is  but  two  days’ 
ride  to  the  waters  of  the  Rio  del  Norte,  but  three 
to  Taos,  one  of  the  Mexican  provinces. 

After  a short  encampment,  they  took  their  line 
of  march  for  the  Arkansas,  and,  arriving  at  which, 
they  followed  its  course  until  they  intersected  the 
Great  Wagon  road  from  St.  Louis  to  Santa  Fe;  pur- 
suing this,  they  arrived  at  Fort  Leavenworth  on  the 
16th  of  September,  after  an  absence  of  scarcely 
four  months,  having  performed  a journey  of  one 
thousand  six  hundred  miles,  through  a wilderness 
heretofore  unexplored,  save  by  the  savages  who  in- 
habit it.  And  what  is  most  remarkable,  the  expe- 
dition, passing  through  the  midst  of  warring  tribes 
of  Indians,  was  completed  with  the  loss  of  only 
one  man,  who  died  of  a severe  sickness  but  two  or 
three  days  before  their  return. 

Col.  Dodge  has  visited  and  held  personal  inter- 
views with  all  the  Indian  tribes  in  the  country 
through  which  they  passed.  He  states  that  they 
all  received  him  in  the  most  friendly  manner,  ex- 
pressed sentiments  of  the  highest  respect  for  the 
whites,  and  declared  their  determination  to  be  at 
peace  with  their  “great  father,”  the  president. 

This  is  certainly  an  extraordinary  expedition.  A 
small  party  of  117  men  have  made  the  tour  of  an 
almost  interminable  wilderness,  inhabited  by  an  un- 
known number  of  savages,  made  overtures  of  peace 
with  them  all,  and  returned  to  their  homes  with  the 
loss  of  a single  man.  Such  success  exceeds  by  far 
the  most  sanguine  expectations. 

Gen.  Gaines,  in  a letter  addressed  to  gen.  Jones, 
of  Washington  city,  advises  the  presentation  of  a 
sword  to  col.  Dodge,  a brace  of  pistols  to  each  of 
his  commissioned  officers,  and  a month’s  extra  pay 


to  each  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  sol- 
diers. Such  a mark  of  approbation  will  scarcely 
be  withheld  from  the  brave  performers  of  such  dis- 
tinguished service. 

One  of  the  maps  accompanying  this  report  of  the 
secretary  of  war  shows  the  lands  assigned  to  the 
emigrating  Indians,  with  their  boundaries  and  the 
numbers  of  each  tribe,  according  to  the  following 
statistics: 

Estimated  quantity  of  land  assigned  to  the  tribes 
who  have  emigrated  from  the  eastern  to  the  west- 
ern side  of  the  Mississippi.  Acres. 

Choctaws,  15,000,000 

Creeks  and  Seminoles,  13,140,000 

Senecas  and  Shawanees,  100,000 

Quapaws,  96,000 

Piankeshaws  and  Weas,  160,000 

Kaskaskias  and  Peorias,  96,000 

Ottowas,  34,000 

Shawanees,  1,600,000 

Delawares,  2,208,000 

Kiclcapoos,  768,000 

Statement  of  the  number  of  the  Indians  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  who  have  emigrated. 
Delawares,  826 

Shawanees,  1,250 

Kiclcapoos,  470 

Ottoways,  200 

Weas,  222 

Piankeshaws,  162 

Peorias  and  Kaskaskias,  132 

Pottawatomies,  141 

Senecas  from  Sandusky,  251 

Senecas  and  Shawanees,  211 

Creeks,  2,559 

Cherokees,  5,000 

Appalachicolas,  265 

Choctaws,  15,000 

Statement  of  the  numbers  of  Indian  tribes  east  of 
the  Mississippi. 

Indians  in  New  York,  4,716 

Indians  from  New  York  at  Green  Bay,  725 
Wyandots  in  Ohio  and  Michigan,  623 

Winnebagoes,*  4,591 

Ottowas  and  Chippewas  of  Lake  Michigan,  530 
Chippewas,  6,793 

Chippewas,  Ottowas  and  Pottawatomies,  8,000 


Miamies, 


1,200 


Weas, 

60 

Creeks, 

22,668 

Cherokees, 

10,000 

Chickasaws, 

5,429 

Choctaw's, 

Seminoles, 

3,500 

2,420 

Appalachicolas, 

340 

Menomonies, 

4,200 

Pottawatomies, 

1,400 

Statement  of  the  number  of  Indian  tribes  resident 

west  of  the  Mississippi. 

loways, 

1,200 

Sacs  of  the  Missouri, 

500 

Omahas, 

1,400 

Ottoes  and  Missourias, 

1,600 

Pawnees, 

10,000 

Camanches, 

7,000 

Mandans, 

15,000 

Minetarees, 

15,000 

Assinaboins, 

8,000 

Crees, 

3,000 

Gros  Ventres, 

3,000 

Crow, 

45,000 

Sioux, 

27,500 

Quapaws, 

450 

Caddoes, 

800 

Koncas, 

800 

Osages, 

5,420 

Kansas, 

1,491 

Sacs. 

4,800 

Arickaras, 

3,000 

Chayennes, 

2,000 

Blackfeet, 

30,000 

Foxes, 

1,600 

Arepahas,  Keawas;  &c. 

1,400 

And  there  are  yet  remaining  east  of  the  river  in 

the  southern  states  a considerable  number:  the  five 

principal  tribes  are  the  Seminoles,  Creeks,  Chero- 
kees, Choctaws  and  Chickasaws. 

Seminoles,  (yet  remaining  east), 

2,420 

Choctaws,  “ “ 

3,500 

Chickasaws,  “ “ 

5,420 

Cherokees,  “ “ 

10,000 

Creeks,  “ “ 

22,668 

Those  stated  as  western  tribes  extend  along  the 
whole  western  frontier.  And  taking  as  the  opinion 
of  the  department  that  the  average  number  of  an 
Indian  family  is  four,  it  may  be  seen  what  number 
of  warriors,  by  possibility,  might  be  required  to 
keep  them  in  check. 


•Part  of  these  have  gone  west  of  the  river,  but 
their  numbers  are  unknown. 
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Doctor  William  Henry,  who,  as  a chemist,  has  ob- 
tained so  distinguished  a name  in  the  scientific  world, 
recently  committed  suicide  in  the  chapel  of  his  own 
residence  at  Pendlebury,  during  a severe  fit  of  nerv- 
ous irritation. 

Henry’s  chemistry  is  the  most  clear  and  satisfacto- 
ry compend  of  that  interesting  science  now  used;  and 
while  his  death  is  a great  loss  to  his  profession,  its 
cause  is  a source  of  condolence  to  society. 

Miss  Martineau,  the  celebrated  writer  on  political 
economy,  is  now  on  a visit  to  London.  It  is  said  she 
has  a book  in  press  in  which  she  will  attempt  to  dis- 
cuss the  question  of  slavery  in  the  U.  States. 

The  privilege  of  free  export  into  England  of  the 
produce  of  the  vine  of  Guernsey  has  been  granted. — 
It  is  estimated  that  60  pipes  are  annually  produced  of 
the  flavor  of  good  sherry. 

The  new  steamer  Unicorn,  on  the  line  between 
Liverpool  and  Glasgow,  has  two  engines  of  130  horse 
power  each.  Herjinterior  arrangements  are  said  to  be 
very  superior  and  her  cost  is  estimated  at  £27,000. 

Among  the  most  interesting  and  unexpected  items 
from  Europe  is  the  announcement  by  Richard  Carlisle 
of  his  conversion  to  Christianity. 

Steamers  in  the  Mediterranean.  A French  com- 
pany have  ten  splendid  steamers  prepared  in  the  port 
of  Marseilles,  each  500  tons,  and  magnificently  fitted 
up  in  the  English  mode,  to  ply  regularly  in  two  lines, 
one  from  Marseilles  to  Constantinople,  and  the  other 
from  Athens  to  Constantinople.  They  will  intersect 
each  other  at  the  little  island  of  Syra,  and  exchange 
passengers  and  despatches.  Between  Marseilles  and 
Constantinople  they  will  touch  at  Leghorn,  Civita 
Veechia,  Naples,  Messina,  Malta,  Syra  and  Smyrna. 

The  sale  of  liquors  on  Sabbath  days  at  fairs  in  Ire- 
land has  been  forbidden  by  the  vice-regent  of  that 
country.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  prevent  the  fairs 
on  that  day  and  cut  off  the  evil  at  the  root’ 

The  (lower  which  the  king  of  Naples  is  to  receive 
on  his  marriage  with  Louis  Philippe’s  daughter, 
Clementine,  will  amount,  it  is  said,  to  six  millions  of 
francs. 

Queen  Christina  of  Spain,  more  anxious  to  provide 
against,  than  to  suffer  the  consequences  of  her  contin- 
gent dethronement,  has  prudently  remitted  to  her 
bankers  at  Paris,  2,800,000  francs;  this  is  independent 
of  800,000  francs  invested  at  Amsterdam  and  a greater 
amount  than  both,  placed  in  London. 

One  of  the  greatest  curiosities  near  Paris  is  the 
royal  tombs  in  the  little  abbey  church  of  St.  Denis. — 
There  are  already  51  tombs  of  kings  and  royal  per- 
sonages completely  restored  in  the  vaults;  25  are  still 
wanting  to  complete  the  series  from  Clovis  to  Henry 
IV.  From  the  latter  king  to  Louis  XVIII, the  tombs 
have  still  to  be  done.  This  restoration  is  confided  to 
M.  Blouet. 

Among  many  ladies  who  have  been  balloted  for  and 
admitted  as  members  of  the  London  Horticultural  so- 
ciety, was  lady  Cavendish.  At  the  same  meeting 
was  exhibited  a melon  weighing  20  lbs.;  a box  of  figs 
from  a tree  40  years  old;  a dish  of  apples  preserved 
in  saw  dust  since  last  autumn;  a new  species  of  the 
Mecuna  flower,  producing  more  than  50  spikes  over 
20  inches  long  and  extending  over  an  area  of  300  square 
feet  of  glass;  a melon  raised  on  the  plan  adopted  in 
Cashmere. 

Two  Persians  are  said  to  have  lately  visited  England 
to  purchase  a machine  for  spinning  cotton,  to  be  in- 
troduced into  their  country.  Machinery  is  the  very 
thing  for  those  eastern  climes  where  manual  labor  is 
considered  such  a punishment. 

Mrs.  Thompson,  a lady  of  fortune  residing  at  Chel- 
tenham, has  presented  three  clocks  to  the  churches  of 
that  town.  So  liberal  and  well  timed  a gift  it  has  sel- 
dom  fallen  to  our  lot  to  announce. 

The  altar  piece  of  the  Augustin  Friarv  chapel  in 
Limerick  was  painted  by  the  father  of  the  present 
lord  Lyndhurst,  late  sir  John  Copley,  and  at  present 
the  great  conservative  aid  of  the  duke  of  Wellington 
in  the  house  of  lords. 

Patriarchal  -witnesses . Four  south  countrymen 

lately  appeared  as  witnesses  in  a will  case,  at  the  Lan- 
caster assizes.  Their  average  ages  were  333  years, 
and  one  of  them  had  worn  the  same  coat  for  his  holi- 
day suit  60  years. 

Such  is  the  rage  for  Egyptian  antiquities  in  Paris, 
that  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  place  sentinels 
near  the  obelisk,  in  the  Place  Louis  X'V,  that  the  ama- 
teurs of  geology  might  not  mutilate  the  ancient  monu- 
ment. 

Accounts  from  Constantinople  to  the  17th  August 
state  that  the  French  ambassador  had  insisted  on  be- 
ing furnished  with  a firman,  or  order  from  the  sultan 
to  the  pacha  of  Egypt,  to  forbid  the  imposition  by  the 
latter  of  heavy  duties  on  exported  silks.  The  sultan 
has  pledged  himself  not  to  subject  the  exportation  of 
silks  and  other  articles  to  more  than  a certain  duty; 
but  the  pacha  has  assumed  the  privileges  of  subjecting 


foreign  merchants  to  enormous  charges,  to  which  they 
have  refused  to  submit. 

A monument  is  to  be  erected  at  Saltzburgh  to  the 
memory  of  Mozart,  who  was  born  in  that  town. 

Royal  epicurean  fraternity.  William  IV.  drinks 
no  other  wine  than  of  the  few  bottles  that  were  left  of 
the  royal  sherry  presented  by  the  Spanish  government 
to  the  prince  regent. 

The  farmers  of  Jersey  have  recently  been  robbed 
of  their  Alderney'  cows  to  a great  extent.  They  are 
carried  off  to  England,  and  their  value  in  the  Ameri- 
can market  has  no  doubt  been  one  temptation  to  this 
practice. 

A Neapolitan  expressing  his  surprise  to  the  great 
basso  singer,  Lablache,  how  he  could  remain  so  long 
in  a climate  like  England,  where  he  never  saw  the 
sun,  replied,  as  he  shook  before  his  eyes  a purse  of 
gold,  “caro  amico  ecco  il  vera  sole  in  lnghilterra.  ”• — 
[Here,  my  dear  friend,  this  is  the  true  sun  in  Eng- 
land]. 

The  only  female  that-wasat  the  battle  of  Trafalgar, 
more  than  thirty  years  since,  is  now  living  at  No.  52, 
John  street,  Ordnance  place,  Chatham.  She  was  on 
board  the  Euryalus,  now  a convict-ship  at  Chatham, 
which  was  under  a fire  of  four  ships  of  the  line. 

A treaty  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  was  ra- 
tified on  the  31st  May,  at  Paris,  between  the  king  of 
Sweden  and  Louis  Philippe. 

The  superannuated  ships  of  war,  Scarborough,  74; 
the  Swallow,  the  Zephyr,  the  Greenwich  and  the  San 
Margarita,  were  recently  sold  by  order  of  the  lords 
of  the  admiralty,  and  brought  a sum  of  £70,880 

Age  of  the  -world.  At  the  meeting  of  the  British 
association,  the  only'  fact  elicited  through  the  evening 
was  the  declaration  of  Dr.  Buckland,  that  millions  of 
years  must  henceforward  be  assigned  to  the  age  of 
the  world,  and  that  the  best  Hebrew  scholars  had  late- 
ly given  a new  interpretation  to  the  two  first  chapters 
of  Genesis. 

The  entire  skeleton  of  Raphael  has  been  recently 
discovered,  so  that  the  rumor  of  the  discovery  of  his 
skull  alone  is  unfounded. 

The  Barham,  one  of  the  finest  frigates  in  the  Bri- 
tish service,  sent  to  convey  colonel  Considine  to  Con- 
stantinople, passed  the  Dardanelles  prepared  for  ac- 
tion, determined  to  resist  any  attempt  to  impede  her 
progress. 

DOMESTIC  CHRONICLE. 

Mr.  Hackett,  our  national  comedian,  having,  at  the 
persuasion  of  his  friends,  visited  Dublin,  (on  his  se- 
cond professional  trip  to  Europe)  to  ascertain  the  va- 
lidity of  his  claim  to  a title  and  estate  of  which  it  was 
supposed  he  was  possessed,  applied  to  the  garter  king 
at  arms  and  was  apprised  that  the  claims  were  un- 
doubted, and  that  his  progenitors,  who  were  barons  in 
their  own  right,  emigrated  to  Holland  nearly  a cen- 
tury and  a half  since,  to  fight  in  the  wars  of  the  states 
general.  After  this  interview',  Mr.  Hackett  proceed- 
ed to  the  Hague  and  met  with  the  individual  he  was 
in  search  of:  this  was  baron  Von  Hackett,  upon  whose 
demise  Mr.  II.  claims  his  succession.  The  baron  has 
no  family,  and  in  all  probability'  the  representative  of 
colonel  Nimrod  Wildfire  will,  in  due  course  of  time, 
be  metamorphosed  from  a whipper  of  wild  cats  into  a 
Dutch  baron. 

James  S.  Whiteomb,  of  Indiana,  has  been  appoint- 
ed by  the  president,  commissioner  of  the  general  land 
office  in  place  of  Ethan  Allen  Brown,  resigned. 

The  lion.  Benjamin  F.  Butler  has  returned  to 
Washington  and  assumed  the  duties  of  secretary  of 
war  until  a successor  be  constitutionally  appointed. 

Appointment  by  the  president.  John  Kennedy,  esq. 
of  Jonesborough,  of  Tennessee,  to  be  one  of  the  com- 
missioners of  claims  under  the  late  Cherokee  treaty, 
vice  general  William  Carroll,  resigned. 

Baron  de  Roenne  was  yesterday'  presented  by  the 
acting  secretary  of  state  to  the  president,  to  whom 
he  delivered  his  credentials  as  minister  resident  of  his 
Prussian  majesty  near  the  United  States. 

[ Globe  of  Friday  last. 

The  authorities  of  Mobile  have,  it  appears,  granted 
to  James  Caldwell  the  exclusive  right  of  lighting  that 
city  with  gas  for  thirty  years,  under  the  condition  that 
tHe  works  be  in  operation  within  eighteen  months. 
The  gasometer,  retorts,  &c.  have  been  already  order- 
ed. 

A Mr.  Echols  has  taken  out  a patent  for  a very 
valuable  improvement  calculated  to  facilitate  the  work 
and  save  the  labor  in  the  cordage  and  twine  manufac- 
ture. The  advantages  attending  this  invention  are 
said  to  be  numerous  and  important,  and  its  construc- 
tion at  once  simple  and  scientific. 

At  the  last  term  of  the  court  of  sessions  in  New 
York,  twelve  young  men  of  respectable  appearance 
and  some  of  them  respectably  allied,  were  convicted  of 
aggravated  felonies  and  subjected  to  various  terms  of 
imprisonment  from  2 to  12  years.  Others  of  a simi- 
lar description  remain  yet  to  be  tried:  a melancholy 
proof  of  the  depravity  of  the  youth  of  that  city. 


£ comb  factory  has  beeu  recently  established  at 
Pittsburgh,  by  Mr.  David  Abby,  which  is  no  less 
indicative  of  the  general  improvement  of  the  west 
than  Ue  various  other  mechanical  establishments 
in  that  city.  The  store  is  represented  as  a perfect 
picture  gallery,  and  the  factory  even  now  produces, 
annually,  srticles  to  the  amount  of  from  $8,000  to 
$10,000. 

The  gravity  with  which  the  accommodations  at- 
tendant upon  our  future  narrow  habitations  at  the 
Laurel  Hill  cemetery,  in  Philadelphia,  are  spoken  of 
in  one  of  the  papers  of  that  city,  is  truly  exemplary 
and  consoling. 

“The  first  interment  took  place  at  the  Laurel  Hill 
cemetery  yesterday  morning.  It  is  but  a year  since 
the  company  was  formed,  for  accommodating  this 
community  with  a beautiful  rural  burying  ground; 
and  we  understand  that  in  two  weeks  from  this  lime 
the  subscribers  will  choose  their  lots  and  commence 
their  improvements.” 

An  election  for  a member  of  congress  has  been  or- 
dered by  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  to  supply  the 
p)ace  of  the  hon.  Jesse  Miller  who  has  been  appoint- 
ed first  auditor  of  the  treasury. 

Rapid  travelling.  Some  short  time  since,  a gentle- 
man breakfasted  at  Fall  river,  came  to  Providence, 
proceeded  by  rail  road  to  Boston,  there  transacted  his 
business;  took  the  cars  back  to  Providence,  thence 
went  by  steamboat  to  New  York,  where  he  took 
breakfast  and  proceeded  for  Philadelphia,  where  he 
arrived  in  season  to  dine:  thus,  in  the  short  space  of 
34  hours,  travelling  about  380  miles. 

Another.  A gentleman  breakfasted  and  transacted 
business  an  hour  in  Worcester,  went  to  Boston  tarried 
three  hours,  passed  over  the  rail  road  to  Taunton, 
tarried  an  hour,  and  arrived  in  Providence  the  same 
evening.  The  distance  is  nearly  one  hundred  and 
ten  miles.  [Providence  Courier. 

It  is  stated  that  a naval  officer  well  known  in  the 
political  and  scientific  w orld,  has  invented  a new  com- 
pound rocket  which  will  set  a ship  on  fire  at  the  dis- 
tance of  two  thousand  feet. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  last  century,  the  rev.  Mr. 
Truck  was  an  ordained  minister  of  Star  island  (one 
of  the  isle  of  shoals  near  Portsmouth,  N.  II.)  w ith  an 
annual  salary  of  one  quintal  of  dun  fish  from  each  of 
the  fifty  families  on  the  island,  but  no  money.  From 
the  sales  of  these  fish  the  worthy  man  received  about 
five  hundred  dollars,  upon  which  he  brought  up  a nu- 
merous family,  educating  them  himself,  and  fitted  one 
of  his  sons  for  Harvard  college. 

The  town  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.  is  probably  the 
greatest  flour  manufactory  in  the  world.  The  flour 
mills  are  masses  of  stone  edifices,  some  of  them  eight 
stories  high  and  300  feet  in  length;  20,000  bushels  of 
wheat  are  required  daily  to  keep  them  in  operation; 
5,000  barrels  of  flour  can  be  daily  put  up  for  market, 
and  it  is  calculated  that  during  the  year  ending  the 
1st  August  last  600,000  barrels  of  flour  have  been 
sent  to  market,  worth  about  four  millions  of  dollars. 

Since  1803  there  have  been  built  at  Medford,  Mass, 
about  100  ships,  70  brigs  and  25  smaller  craft.  The 
town  now  stands  probably  at  the  head  of  the  science 
of  naval  architecture  in  America. 

The  following  is  a description  of -the  chandelier  now 
being  put  up  in  the  St.  Charles  theatre,  New  Orleans. 
Its  weight  is  2 tons,  1 qr.  and  19  lbs.;  and  it  is  com- 
posed of  23  cwt.  of  brass,  9 cwt.  of  iron,  and  9 cwt.  of 
cut  glass — the  last  being  in  23,600  pieces.  It  is  em- 
blematic of  the  United  States,  containing  in  thejlop 
border  a compartment  of  26  eagles  and  stars,  sur- 
mounted by  a gilded  cornice  of  fleur  de  lis.  In  dia- 
meter below  it  is  12  feet;  and  from  the  topmast  orna- 
ment to  the  bottom  it  is  also  12.  It  will  be  lighted 
with  gas  by  176  burners;  yet  instead  of  a blaze,  the 
effect  will  be  that  of  a soft  moonlight.” 

It  was  manufactured  in  London,  and  cost  $10,000. 

We  understand  that  the  surgeon  dentist,  Aldis 
Brainard,  who  recently  married  a respectable  young 
lady  of  this  city',  and  was  indicted  for  having  as 
many  wives  as  a sultan,  has  been  found  guilty  at  An- 
derson court  house,  S.  C.  and  sentenced  to  a fine  of 
$1,000  and  two  years  imprisonment  in  a dungeon. — 
We  understand  the  history  of  this  man’s  success  with 
the  ladies  will  be  published,  from  which  bachelors 
may  take  lessons  and  girls  a caution. 

[Augusta  Corn. 

Nashville  newspaper  mail.  We  have  been  told  by 
a passenger  in  the  stage  that  about  three  or  four 
bushels  of  newspapers  were  picked  tip  on  the  Nash- 
ville and  Louisville  mail  route  between  Bowling  green 
and  Elizabethtown,  on  that  part  held  under  contract 
by  Dr.  Edmonston;  the  gentleman  who  picked  up  the 
above  papers,  offered  them  next  day  to  the  driver  of 
the  stage,  who  refused  to  take  them,  alleging  that  be 
had  mails  enough.  [Nashville  Rainier,  Oct.  14. 

Missouri.  Mr.  Dunklin  has  resigned  the  office  of 
governor  of  Missouri,  and  lieut.  gov.  Boggs  takes  his 
place  in  the  executive  chair.  Gov.  Dunklin,  it  is  pro- 
bable, has  accepted  the  appointment  of  surveyor  ge- 
neral. [Louisville  Journal. 

Apples  are  so  plenty  in  the  country  around  New 
York  that  it  is  impossible  to  gather  them  all. 
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War  in  Florida.  We  publish  some  interesting 
details  of  the  progress  of  the  fall  campaign  against 
the  Florida  Indians — from  which  it  will  be  seen, 
that  the  operations  of  gen.  Call  have  been  checked 
by  the  want  of  provisions!  at  the  moment  when  an 
opportunity  presented  itself  of  prosecuting  the  war 
successfully.  We  are  not  sufficiently  advised  of 
all  the  particulars  relative  to  this  omission  to  say 
on  whom  censure  should  rest — but  there  has  evi- 
dently been  criminal  neglect  somewhere,  that  must  in- 
crease the  public  indignation  against  the  “bungling” 
management  that  has  caused,  the  loss  of  30  many 
valuable  lives,  and  the  wasteful  expenditure  of  large 
sums  of  money.  In  the  battles  which  have  been 
fought,  there  has  beep  exhibited  as  much  personal 
bravery  as  ever  characterized  our  officers  and  sol- 
diers; but  though  personal  bravery  may  over- 
come obstacles  interposed  by  nature,  it  cannot  al- 
ways conquer  the  more  formidable  ones  caused  by 
neglect  and  inefficiency.  The  reputation  of  the 
army  has  not  suffered,  but  the  country  is  mortified 
and  ashamed  that,  while  boasting  of  our  means  to 
redress  wrongs  which  may  be  committed  by  foreign 
nations,  ave  do  not  chastise  the  ruthless  savage  who 
inflicts  the  mo3t  horrid  barbarities  within  our  ter- 
ritory. If  the  war  had  originated  with  a foreign 
nation  on  a question  of  boundary , would  we  not 
well  merit  the  taunts  of  our  opponents  at  the  lack 
of  zeal  which  has  been  manifested? — originating  in 
private  cruelty  and  vengeance,  should  wo  be  surpris- 
ed that  the  savage  foe  has  met  indifference  with  de- 
fiance? 

Since  the  above  was  in  type  we  learn  from  the 
Intelligencer  of  Thursday  last,  that  an  officer  of  ge- 
neral Call’s  army  passed  through  Washington  on 
Tuesday  last,  on  his  way  to  Philadelphia,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  supplies  for  the  Florida  army, 
of  which  it  was  nearly  destitute!!  He  stated  that, 
amongst  the  other  untoward  circumstances  attend- 
ing general  Call’s  advance  to  the  Wythlacoochee, 
was  the  Loss  of  six  hundred  horses!!! 

Treasury  department,  November  3d,  183(5. — 
In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  senate  of 
the  first  of  July  last,  directing  that,  “during  the 
ensuing  recess  of  congress,  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  cause  to  be  published,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  each  month,  a statement  of  the  amount  of 
money  in  the  treasury  subject  to  draft,  and  also  the 
amount  standing  to  the  credit  of  disbursing  officers, 
the  undersigned  hereby  gives  public  notice  that  “the 
amount  of  money  in  the’  treasury  subject  to  draft,” 
as  shown  bv  the  running  account  of  the  treasurer, 
was,  on  the  31st  ult.  $42,617,801.33-100;  and  “the 
amount  standing  to  the  credit  of  disbursing  officers,” 
as  3ho\vn  by  tile  latest  returns  received,  was 
$4,823,113.94-00.  Of  the  amount  of  money  in  the 
treasury  subject  to  draft,  the  sum  of  $601, 400.78-100 
belongs  to  special  trusts,  and  is  not  applicable  to 
the  public  service.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Information  has  been  received  at  the  department 
of  state,  from  the  United  States  commercial  agent 
at  Port-au-Prince,  of  the  passage  of  a law  to  close 
the  ports  of  Miragoane,  St.  Marc,  Port-au-Paix, 
Arquin  and  Anse  d’Hainault,  on  the  31st  of  De- 
cember next.  [Washington  Globe. 

U.  S.  senator — Vermont.  The  legislature  of 
Vermont,  now  in  session  at  Montpelier,  have  elect- 
ed Samuel  Prentiss,  the  present  incumbent,  U. 
S.  senator  for  six  years  from  the  4th  March  next. 
The  vote  in  the  senate  stood,  for  Prentiss  16,  Win. 
C.  Bradley  11,  scattering  3.  In  the  house,  on  the 
2d  billot,  for  Prentiss  114,  Bradley  83,  scatterin’- 
24.  3 


Arkansas.  The  resolutions  of  Mr.  Tidwell, 
instructing  our  senators  to  vote  for  expunging  Mr. 
Clay’s  resolutions  of  censure  on  gen.  Jacksonrpass- 
cd  the  house  of  representatives  yesterday  without 
a count. 

The  yeas  amt  nays  were  called  this  morning  on 
the  above  resolutions,  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, and  passed — yeas  33,  navs  15.  They  passed 
the  senate  likewise,  by  a vote  of  14  against  S, 
(John  Ringgold,  John  Clark  and  John  McLain.) 

[Arkansas  Gazette. 
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South  Carolina.  The  returns  have  not  all 
been  received,  but  sufficient  is  known  to  render  it 
certain  that  the  following  gentlemen  have  been 
elected  to  congress: 

Hugh  S.  Legare,  in  place  of  Hy.  L.  Pinckney. 

Waddv  Thompson,  re-elected. 

Francis  W.  Pickens,  re-elected. 

John  K.  Griffin,  re-elected. 

Win.  K.  Clowney,  in  place  of  Jas.  Rogers. 


Franklin  H.  Elmore, 

R.  B.  Smith,  “ 

John  P.  Richardson,  “ 
Jno.  Campbell,  re-elected. 


Js.  H.  Hammond. 
W.  G.  Grayson. 
R.  B.  Campbell. 


Boundary  line  between  Tennessee  and 
Mississippi.  The  committee  of  the  legislature,  at 
present  in  session,  to  whom  the  message  of  the  go- 
vernor touching  this  subject  was  submitted,  has  re- 
ported the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of 
Tennessee,  That  the  executive  of  this  state  forth- 
with open  a correspondence  with  the  executive  of 
the  state  of  Mississippi,  lor  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining officially  whether  the  line  run  by  the  late 
commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  two  states,  has 
ever  been  ratified  by  any'  act  or  declaration  of  the 
constituted  authorities  of  that  state;  and  that  the 
executive,  if  the  same  has  not  been  ratified,  be  re- 
quested to  bring  the  subject  matter  to  the  conside- 
ration of  the  legislature  of  that  state,  at  the  earliest 
date  with  a request,  on  the  part  of  this  state,  that 
the  line  ascertained  by  the  commissioners  be  rati- 
fied; and  thereby  put  an  end  to  all  future  doubt  and 
controversy. 

Resolved,  further,  That  the  executive  of  this  state 
report  to  this  legislature  such  information  as  he 
may  acquire  in  relation  thereto,  if  the  same  is  pro- 
cured before  the  adjournment  of  this  body,  and,  if 
not,  to  the  next  session  of  the  legislature. 

Mr.  Martin  has  introduced  into  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives a bill  to  appropriate  a part  of  the  sur- 
plus revenue  to  the  survey  of  a central  rail  road 
through  the  state. 

Ind  v improvements.  A grand  festival  took 
place  at  Brookeville,  Indiana,  on  the  13tlv  ult.  to 
mark  the  commencement  of  the  White  Water  canal. 
Upwards  of  4,000  persons,  it  is  estimated,  were 
present,  among  whom  were  some  of.the  most  dis- 
tinguished citizens  of  the  state.  Tne  work,  or  a 
great  portion  of  it,  was  put  under  contract  the  next 
day  at  Lawrenccburg. 


New  York  American  Institute.  The  re- 
cent fair  of  the  New  York  American  Institute  of- 
fered one  of  the  most  triumphant  evidences  of  the 
success  of  American  industry  and  ingenuity,  that 
has  yet  been  witnessed,  and  called  forth  admiration 
and  applause  from  many  thousand  spectators,  who 
felt  the  true  American  feeling  when  gazing  upon 
the  countless  variety  of  useful  and  beautiful  articles 
manufactured  by  their  countrymen.  Our  limits 
will  not  permit  us  to  notice  the  articles  in  detail; 
but  the  following  from  the  New  York  “Star”  will 
afford  our  readers  some  idea  of  their  variety  and 
value,  and  the  rich  fruits  of  that  system  which  was 
successfully  built  up  by  a few  individuals,  in  de- 
spite of  the  most  powerful  opposition  that  was  ever 
encountered.  They  have  been  forgotten  in  the  ge- 
eneral  prosperity  which  has  resulted  from  their  la- 
bors— but  the  proud  consciousness  that  they  have 
consummated  the  independence  of  their  country 
and  advanced  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the 
people,  is  loo  rich  a reward  to  be  marred  by  reflec- 
tions upon  the  heartlessness  of  individuals,  who 
were  sycophantic  in  their  adulations,  when  their 
interests  were  in  jeopardy. 

“Prolonged  as  our  account  of  the  abundant  and 
extraordinary  products  of  ingenuity  this  year  ex- 
hibited by  the  institute  is,  we  must  he  indulged  in 
a few  reflections  which  irresistibly  press  themselves 
upon  our  mind  in  wandering  through  the  labyrinth 
of  the  saloon,  where  the  articles  were  gorgeously 
spread  out  to  the  gaze  of  the  thronging  crowds 
who  were  daily  and  nightly  attracted  to  this  spot. 
There  never  has  been  before  so  great  a display  of 
elegant  and  useful  objects,  and  of  course  never  such 
pressing  multitudes  of  people  curious  to  behold 
them.  These  exhibitions  may  now  be  said  to  have 
attained  a permanent  foot-hold  in  the  public  esti- 
mation, as  it  is  clearly  perceived  that  the  competi- 


tion which  has  been  excited  by  the  opportunity  it 
gives  all  kinds  of  trades  to  make  their  industry  and 
genius  known,  and  to  have  their  reputation  stamp- 
ed with  the  premiums  of  approbation  awarded,  has 
extended  throughout  every  part  our  country.  It  is 
established  now  beyond  a doubt  that  our  popula- 
tion of  some  15  millions  possesses  sufficient  en- 
terprise and  mental  capacity  to  do  what  any  other 
nation  has  accomplished,  if  not  much  more,  in  all 
the  useful  arts,  if  not  also  in  the  ornamental.  And 
that  therefore  we  can  supply  ourselves  with  the 
products  of  our  own  domestic  industry  without 
servilely  depending  on  foreign  aid.  It  is  true  that 
many  who  enter  into  the  lists  in  these  exhibitions 
are  foreigners  who  have  settled  in  our  country;  but 
the  very  success  they  meet  with,  the  liberality  with 
which  they  are  treated,  and  the  encouragement 
given  to  them,  alike  in  every  respect  to  that  be- 
stowed on  native  born  citizens,  is  proof  positive 
that  if  much  of  the  highly  finished  work  presented 
i«  not  literally  by  American  hands,  it  is  fostered  by 
American  protection,  and  ever  finds  a ready  market 
for  what  it  offers — which  shows  also  that  there  is 
a fixed  resolution  iri  our  countrymen  always  to  give 
the  preference  to  that  which  is  of  domestic  produc- 
tion. This  is  an  immense  point  gained,  and  we 
hope  the  beneficent  and  noble  example  of  the  New 
York  institute  will  widely  spread  over  our  country, 
and  that  general  fairs  to  last  much  longer  than 
these  exhibitions  do,  will  be  established  in  every 
important  city  and  tow  n — a plan  in  which  we  may 
wisely  copy  a custom  for  ages  adopted  throughout 
Europe. 

“In  cloth  and  cotton  fabrics,  especially  the  latter, 
in  silk  manufacture,  hardware,  cutlery,  and  instru- 
ments of  every  description,  in  harness,  and  espe- 
cially in  all  kinds  of  beautiful  and  convenient  car- 
riages, in  silver  and  plated  ware,  in  many  kinds  of 
jewelry,  (excluding  watches  which  still  come  from 
abroad),  and  every  thing  pertaining  to  the  hat  ma- 
nufacture, shoe  making,  hook  binding,  not  to  say 
printing,  (and  excepting  from  this  remark  paper 
making),  in  pottery,  machinery  of  every  kind,  so 
far  as  respects  ingenuity  of  combination,  but  not 
finish  of  workmanship,  111  which  latter  we  fall  short 
of  England,  as  we  do  also,  in  articles  of  finery,  fall 
behind  the  French,  and  hope  to  do  so  for  a time, 
such  as  ornamental  lace  work,  clocks,  confectionary, 
embroidery,  perfumery,  painting  and  sculpture;  in 
every  species  of  useful  agricultural  implement,  and 
utensils  employed  in  agriculture  and  in  the  ordinary 
arts  and  uses  of  life,  the  Americans,  with  the  ex- 
ceptions stated,  may  now  console  themselves  with 
the  reflection  that  they  have  attained  a perfection 
which  can  never  retrograde,  but  must  go  onward, 
until,  in  the  nature  of  things,  and  under  tne  impulse 
of  the  wholesale  stimulus  of  free  laws  and  the  pro- 
tection and  encouragement  ever  ready  to  be  be- 
stowed on  talent  and  genius,  we  arrive  at  aposition 
far  surpassing  what  any  other  people  have  achieved. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  point  to  our  immense  commerce 
and  the  superior  style  of  our  ship  building,  to  our 
rail  road  engineering  and  canals,  to  show  what  gi- 
gantic steps  we  have  accomplished  beyond  the  old 
world.  All  these  grand  natural  improvements  have 
necessarily  and  properly  absorbed  our  minds  more 
than  the  minor  ambition  to  excel  in  some  particular 
mechanic  art  or  manufacture;  but  the  day  is  fast  ap- 
proaching when  every  gap  or  chasm  in  productive 
industry'  in  each  specific  branch  will  also,  as  our 
population  becomes  more  dense  and  settled,  and 
less  migratory,  be  filled  up  and  expanded  out  to  the 
full  measure  of  the  dimensions  which  we  are  so 
fully  capable  of  giving  it,  and  when  nothing  will  be 
left  to  render  us  the  most  independent,  enterprising 
and  happy  people  on  the  earth.” 


Presidential  election.  The  republication 
of  the  following  exhibit  of  the  days  in  the  present 
month,  &c.  when  the  presidential  election  is  held 
in  the  respective  states  will  be  useful  to  our  read- 
ers. In  all  the  states,  with  the  exception  of  South 
Carolina,  whose  electors  are  chosen  by  the  legisla- 
ture, the  election  is  by  general  ticket:  and  by 
law  the  electors  must  be  chosen  within  thirty-four 
days  of  the  first  of  December,  on  which  day  they 
must  meet  in  the  respective  capitols  and  give  their 
votes  for  president  and  vice  president.  In  Ohio 
and  Pennsylvania  the  elrction  was  held  on  Friday 
last.  In  thirteen  other  states  it  is  held  on  the  7th 
inst.  Michigan  having  rejected  the  terms  upon 
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whiiti  it  was  agreed  to  admit  her  into  the  union, 
wil/not  give  her  vote — and  at  the  last  dates  Arkan- 
saphad  not  fixed  upon  a day  for  the  election. 

States.  No.  of  votes.  When  held. 


Maine 

. . 10 

November  7 

New7  Hampshire,  . 

. . 7 

do. 

7 

Massachusetts, 

. . 14 

do. 

14 

Rhode  Island,  . . 

. i 4 

do. 

23 

Connecticut,  . . 

. . 8 

do. 

7 

Vermont 

. . 7 

do. 

15 

New  York,  . . 

. . 42 

do. 

7 

New  Jersey,  . . 

. . 8 

do. 

15 

Pennsylvania,  . . 

. . 30 

do. 

4 

Delaware,  . . . 

. . 3 

do. 

7 

Maryland,  . . . 

. . 10 

do. 

7 

Virginia 

. . 23 

do. 

7 

North  Carolina,  . 

. . 15 

do. 

10 

South  Carolina, 

. . 11 

Georgia,  . . . 

. . 11 

do. 

7 

Kentucky,  . . . 

do. 

7 

Tennessee,  . . . 

. . 15 

do. 

17 

Ohio, 

do. 

4 

Indiana,  .... 

. . 9 

do. 

7 

Mississippi,  . . . 

. . 4 

do. 

7 

Illinois,  .... 

. . 5 

do. 

7 

Alabama,  . . . 

do. 

14 

Missouri,  . . . 

. . 4 

do. 

7 

Louisiana,  . . . 

. . 5 

do. 

8 

Michigan,  . . . 

. . 3 

Arkansas,  . . . 

Total  . . . . 

. 294 

The  above  is  the  total,  supposing  Michigan  to 
come  in,  and  choose  her  electors  in  time  for  their 
assembling  to  give  the  vote  of  the  state  on  the  first 
Wednesday  of  December,  which  is  the  7th  day.  If 
she  should  not  do  so,  then  the  whole  number  of 
electors  will  be  291 — of  which,  146  will  be  neces- 
sary to  a choice  of  president  and  vice  president,  by 
the  people.  Failing  in  this,  the  decision  is  carried 
to  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States, 
where,  voting  by  states,  the  choice  is  made  from 
the  three  highest  candidates. 

France.  We  learn  by  an  arrival  at  New  York, 
which  brought  London  papers  to  23d  of  September, 
that  general  Bernard,  formerly  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  has  been  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
war  department.  The  other  vacancies  were  filled 
as  follows:  M.  Martin  (du  Nord),  minister  of  agri- 
culture, commerce  and  public  works.  M.  Franck 
Carre,  procureur  general,  in  lieu  of  M.  Martin. 
M.  Herbert,  deputy  advocate  general  to  the  court 
of  Cassation,  in  lieu  of  M.  Carre;  and  a series  of 
consequential  minor  removes.  The  division  of  the 
war  department  into  two  distinct  branches,  which 
has  been  effectively  acted  upon  for  some  time,  is 
confirmed.  Lieutenant  general  Schramm  has  charge 
of  the  personnel  and  the  military  operations,  with  a 
seat  at  the  board  of  council.  M.  Martineau  do 
Chesnez  has  charge  of  the  accounts  and  adminis- 
tration of  the  funds  appropriated  to  the  war  depart- 
ment. 

The  projets  de  loi  relative  to  customs  duties  are 
in  future  separated  from  the  commercial  depart- 
ment, and  the  financial  minister  is  to  bring  them 
before  the  chamber.  The  minister  of  finances  (M. 
Duchatel)  is  directed  to  take  charge  of  the  com- 
mercial portfolio  until  M.  Martin’s  (du  Nord)  con- 
valescence. 

From  Texas.  New  Orleans,  Oct.  20.  Through 
the  politeness  of  a friend  just  arrived  from  Texas, 
we  have  been  furnished  with  the  Telegraph  of  the 
6th  instant,  containing  the  proceedings  ot  the  first 
congress,  and  the  message  of  president  Burnet. 
The  proceedings  of  congress  are  not  as  yet  of  much 
importance.  The  army  at  present  consists  of 
about  1,500  strong.  The  planters  have  returned  to 
their  plantations,  and  are  actively  engaged  in  the 
duties  of  the  cultivation  of  the  soil.  The  fiscal  af- 
fairs of  the  nation  are  looking  up;  money  is  said  to 
be  plenty  in  the  country,  though  the  public  treasu- 
ry has  been  nearly  empty  for  some  time. 

Greece.  It  affords  us  great  pleasure  to  learn 
that  the  schools  at  Athens  have  continued  to  flou- 
rish free  from  any  molestation,  and  maintain  the 
confidence  and  regard  of  the  people,  as  well  as  of 
the  government.  While  we  rejoice  also,  at  the  re- 
storation of  those  at  the  island  of  Syra  from  their 
temporary  derangement,  of  which  we  have  publish- 
ed Mrs.  Robertson’s  interesting  account,  we  trust 
that  the  first  cause  for  the  tumult,  which  had  been 
directed  against  them,  assigned  in  the  following  ar- 
ticle which  we  transcribe  from  one  of  our  morning 
papers,  is  without  foundation. 

“It  appears  that  some  troubles  have  taken  place 
in  Syra,  in  Greece,  where  an  American  school  is 
established.  We  translate  the  following: — ‘The 
circumstances  which  have  occurred  proceeded  from 


two  causes.  On  the  one  hand  the  teachers  of  the 
school  had  ventured  to  make  some  improper  allu- 
sion to  the  religious  opinions  of  their  pupils;  and 
on  the  other  hand,  some  zealous  fanatics  have  for 
a long  time  past  in  secret  endeavored  to  irritate 
the  public  mind  against  the  American  schools. 
This  is  what  has  produced  at  Syra  one  of  the  piost 
enlightened  cities  of  Greece,  such  deplorable  scenes. 
Judicial  investigations  are  on  foot.’” 

[N.  Y.  Com. 

Riot  at  the  Indian  payment.  We  learn 
from  the  Logansport  Telegraph  that  something 
very  much  like  a riot  happened  at  the  Indian  pay- 
ment, near  Logansport,  on  the  25th  September. 
Some  individuals,  not  exactly  relishing  the  manner 
in  which  the  commissioners  (Messrs.  G.  W.  Ewing 
and  Cyrus  Taber)  appropriated  about  34,000  dol- 
lars to  satisfy  their  own  claims,  laid  hands  on  the 
cash,  and  forbid  the  further  “distribution  of  the 
surplus  revenue,”  under  the  pains  and  penalties  of 
the  Lynch  code.  To  use  the  language  of  the  Tele- 
graph, “a  general  rush  was  made  towards  the  coun- 
cil house — some  were  for  taking  the  money  and 
distributing  it  among  the  Indians,  saying  that  they 
would  pay  their  own  debts — others  wished  to  have 
new  commissioners  appointed,  as  those  appointed 
were  too  much  interested;  whilst  others  were  for 
appointing  commissioners  to  investigate  the  claims, 
with  instructions  to  pay  none  but  those  that  were 
proven  to  be  just.”  From  the  last  clause,  it  would 
appear  that  “instructions”  were  necessary  to  pre- 
serve the  rights  of  the  Indians— to  prevent  the  pay- 
ment of  unjust  claims!  Messengers  were  despatch- 
ed to  Logansport  and  Peru  for  troops,  and*  in  less 
than  24  hours,  martial  music,  and  all  the  “pomp 
and  circumstance  of  w7ar,”  was  heard  and  seen  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  treaty  ground.  The  troops,  on 
learning  the  true  nature  of  the  difficulty,  refused  to 
take  any  part,  unless  under  the  direct  command  of 
colonel  Pepper,  the  Indian  agent.  This  being 
done,  the  money  was  turned  to  a new  commission, 
consisting  of  the  venerable  judge  Polke  and  Messrs. 
E.  V.  Chicot,  R.  B.  Stevenson  and  D.  D.  Pratt, 
who  are  to  investigate  the  claims  against  the  In- 
dians, and  pay  out  accordingly.  This  commission 
was  in  session  at  the  last  accounts  from  the  “seat  of 
war;”  but  hopes  were  entertained  that  the  new 
commissioners  would  put  every  thing  straight  be- 
tween the  unfortunate  Indians  and  the  honest  specu- 
lators who  deal  so  mercifully  by  them! 

[ Wabash  (Ind.)  Courier  of  Oct.  20. 

Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institue,  and 
Mechanic’s  Register,  for  September.  We 
have  more  than  once  recorded  our  high  opinion  of 
the  merits  of  this  excellent  magazine.  The  pre- 
sent number  fully  sustains  the  character  of  the  work. 
A most  amusing  part  of  this  publication  is  the  space 
devoted  to  notices  of  new  patents.  It  appears  that 
the  number  issued  in  February  was  fitty-eight. — 
We  extract  the  following  interesting  comparative 
table  of  speed,  originally  "taken  from  the  Physical 
and  Chemical  Journal  of  Science  and  the  Arts  of 
Husbandry  in  France.  [.dlbany  Journal. 

Feet  per  second. 

The  ordinary  rate  of  a man  walking,  4 

Of  a good  horse  in  harness,,  12 

(Or  2,000  toises  (yards)  in  8 minutes.) 

Of  a reindeer  in  a sledge,  on  the  ice,  26 

Of  an  English  race-horse,  43 

Of  a hare,  S8 

Of  a man  casting  a stone  with  all  his  force,  66* 

Of  a good  sailing  ship.  19 

Of  the  wind,  82 

Of  sound,  1,038 

Of  a cannon  shot,  (24-pounder),  1,300 

Of  the  air  which  returns  into  space  so  di- 
vided, 1,300 

[Another  error  is  in  estimating  a French  toise  at 
1 yard.  It  is  6 French  feet — more  than  2 English 
yards.] 

Twenty-five  lives  lost  in  the  St.  Law- 
rence. During  the  late  gale  there  was  a great 
deal  of  damage  done  to  the  rafts  that  were  passing 
down  the  St.  Lawrence  to  Quebec.  Lake  St. 
Peter’s  is  some  fifty  miles  below  Montreal,  and  its 
navigation  very  dangerous  in  bad  weather.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  loss  of  property,  twenty-five  persons 
have  been  drowned. 

One  raft  of  red  and  white  pine,  belonging  to 
Messrs.  Poupard  and  Raymond,  totally  wrecked, 
from  which  twelve  men  were  lost,  among  whom 
were  two  brothers  of  Mr.  Raymond.  Another  raft, 
the  property  of  Messrs.  Rogers  &,  Thompson,  of 
Perth,  was  found  scattered  upon  the  beach,  and  all 


*We  believe  this  calculation  to  be  incorrect.  A 
stone  cast  with  the  strength  of  a man’s  arm  will 
outstrip  a hare. 


of  the  crew,  thirteen  in  number,  have  perished. — 
Eight  of  the  latter  crew  were  found  upon  the  shore 
in  an  awful  state  of  mutilation,  amongst  whom  was 
the  pilot  Jeremiah  Campbell,  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  experienced  pilots  on  the  river. 

Great  fire  in  Newark.  It  is  with  extreme 
regret  that  we  have  to  announce  a very  destructive 
fire  in  Newark,  New  Jersey,  which  has  destroyed 
property  estimated  at  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, about  one-half  of  which,  we  understand,  was 
insured.  Of  this  3um,  $25,000  is  insured  in  the 
Mutual;  $10,000  in  the  New  Jersey,  and  $2,000 
in  the  Mechanics’  company  of  Newark;  about 
$10,000  in  tire  Hartford  company,  and  about  30,0(/0 
dollars  in  the  N.  York  and  Philadelphia  companies. 

The  fire  commenced  about  20  minutes  past  3 on 
Friday  afternoon,  the  28th  ult.  in  Ward’s  chandlery 
store,  on  the  south  side  of  Maiket  street  near  the 
corner  of  Broad  street,  and  owing  to  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  a sufficient  supply  of  water,  it  spread 
witn  fearful  rapidity,  east  and  west  of  Ward’s  pre- 
mises, and  by  8 o’clock  in  the  evening  two-thirds 
of  the  block,  including  nil  the  buildings  in  Broad 
street,  between  (Market  and  Mechanic  street,  about 
twenty  buildings  on  Market  street,  and  nearly  as 
many  more  on  the  north  side  of  Mechanic  street, 
were  razed  to  the  ground — as  were  also  about  a 
dozen  small  wooden  buildings,  principally  occupied 
by  poor  families,  on  the  south  side  of  the  last  men- 
tioned street. 

A gentleman  named  Morehouse,  it  is  said,  had 
suffered  his  policies  of  insuiance  to  a large  amount 
to  expire  without  renewing  them,  two  days  before 
the  catastrophe.  Another  warning,  but  which,  like 
the  many  that  have  preceded  it,  if  will  be  too  fre- 
quently disregarded. 

Lieut.  Gedney  of  the  LT.  S.  surveying  schooner 
New  Jersey,  and  lieut.  Dayton  Williamson,  who 
both  went  from  Elizabethtown,  to  render  all  the  aid 
in  their  power,  were  very  instrumental,  by  blowing 
up  buildings,  in  checking  the  flames.  Want  of  wa- 
ter was  the  great  complaint  at  this  fire. 

The  William  Gibbons.  According  to  a state- 
ment given  to  the  editor  of  the  Elizabeth  City  He- 
rald, and  published  in  that  paper,  the  conduct  of 
the  crew  of  the  Win.  Gibbons  to  the  passengers 
was  worse  than  that  which  might  have  been  ex- 
pected of  highway  robbers.  The  passengers  were 
not,  it  seems,  permitted  to  take  their  baggage  on 
shore  when  they  left  the  boat;  but  “some  of  the 
crew,  the  fireman  particularly,  got  drunk,  armed 
themselves  with  knives,  and  went  to  work,  cutting 
open  the  trunks  and  other  baggage,  which  they 
robbed  of  money,  jewelry,  clothing,  and  every 
thing  else  valuable,  and  then  sank  the  trunks  in  the 
bottom  of  the  boat.  Even  the  dressing  and  other 
boxes  belonging  to  the  ladies  did  not  escape  them; 
which  were"  also  broken  open  and  rifled  of  their 
contents.  Such  was  the  destitute  condition  of 
some  of  the  passengers  (says  the  Herald)  on  their 
arrival  here,  that  they  were  obliged  to  make  a loan 
to  defray  their  expenses  to  Charleston;  while  these 
pirates  (for  they  are  no  better)  are  gone  off  with 
their  plunder.” 

One  of  the  lady  passengers  begged  these  ruffians 
to  let  her  have  even  a cloak  bag,  which  contained 
some  clothing  for  her  infant,  but  it  was  refused! 
It  is  supposed  that  their  plunder  in  money,  jew- 
elry and  clothing  amounted  to  at  least  4,000  or 
$5,000. 

Steamboat  incident.  While  the  steamboat 
Providence  was  on  her  passage  from  Providence  to 
New  York,  on  Wednesday  last,  during  a most  vio- 
lent storm,  and  with  upwards  of  two  hundred  pas- 
sengers on  board,  an  incident  of  thrilling  interest 
occurred,  which  is  thus  related  in  the  Boston  Ga- 
zette: 

One  of  the  upper  state  rooms  was  occupied  by 
Miss  Clifton,  the  actress,  and  her  servant;  the  next 
one,  by  Mr.  Coster,  of  New  York,  and  another  gen- 
tleman; and  the  farther  one,  at  the  stern  ol  the  boat, 
by  two  respectable  young  ladies  belonging  to  Abing- 
ton,  in  this  state.  Whilst  the  gale  was  at  its  high- 
est pitch,  the  chamber-maid  was  sent  by  Mr.  Cos- 
ter to  the  room  of  Miss  Clifton  on  some  errand,  but, 
mistaking  her  room,  she  knocked  at  the  door  ot  the 
one  occupied  by  the  ladies  just  referred  to,  one  ol 
whom,  Miss  Hobart,  laboring  under  the  severe  el- 
fects  of  sea  sickness,  and  frightened  by  the  roaring 
of  the  elements,  and  still  more  alarmed  by  being  sa- 
luted at  such  a time  by  an  unknown  voice,  sprang 
from  her  berth  in  her  night  clothes,  and  instead  ot 
flying  to  the  door,  which  opened  into  the  saloon, 
attempted  to  escape  from  the  window,  which  is 
only  one  foot  square!  On  getting  out,  she  found  a 
projection  of  about  two  inches  only  to  stand  on — 
beneath  and  around  her  w-ere  the  raging  billows  of 
the  sound.  If  she  had  released  her  hold,  the  billows 
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would  have  formed  her  winding  sheet;  but,  fortu- 
nately, she  became  sensible  of  the  danger  of  her  si- 
tuation, and  cried  piteously  for  help,  when  one  of 
the  gentlemen  in  the  next  room  fled  to  the  rescue  of 
the  sufferer,  while  the  other  held  her  by  the  hand 
from  his  berth,  and  fortunately  she  was  rescued  from 
her  perilous  situation,  taken  over  the  railing,  and 
again  conducted  to  her  room.  An  incident  better 
calculated  to  call  all  the  sympathies  and  anxieties 
of  human  nature  into  action  could  not  have  occur- 
red. 

Wonderful  escape  from  death.  The  story 
that  I ain  about  to  relate,  is  one  which  has  excited 
a great  deal  of  feeling  in  the  vicinity  w'here  it  hap- 
pened, and  is  well  worth  a conspicuous  place  in 
your  paper.  The  facts  as  handed  to  me  are  these: 
On  Friday  the  30th  day  of  September  last,  near 
the  close  of  the  day,  a little  lad  about  eight  years 
old,  by  the  name  of  George  Parks,  started  in  pursuit 
of  the  cows.  He  made  his  way  along  the  path 
through  a piece  of  woods  of  about  half  a mile  in 
length.  On  reaching  the  opposite  side  of  the 
woods,  he  found  his  cattle  and  started  towards 
home.  The  drove  consisted  of  a very  gentle  old 
cow  and  a number  of  young  cattle.  His  mother 
told  him  previous  to  his  starting,  to  keep  near  to 
the  old  cow,  as  she  would  conduct  him  on  a straight 
course  home.  This  he  was  careful  to  obey;  but 
shortly  after  he  had  entered  the  woods  on  his  way 
home,  walking  by  the  side  of  the  old  cow,  he 
heard  a crackling  in  the  bushes,  and  on  looking 
round  what  should  he  see  but  a large  bear  making 
towards  him  with  all  the  speed  and  fury  that  those 
ferocious  animals  are  possessed  of.  At  this  critical 
period,  3trange  as  it  may  seem,  the  boy  possessed 
presence  of  mind  enough  to  make  use  of  his  alter- 
native— which  was  to  jump  astride  of  the  cow’s 
back,  and  leaning  forward  he  caught  her  by  the 
horns,  and  in  this  perilous  situation  rode  through 
the  woods.  The  bear  seemed  to  envy  him  his  ele- 
vated situation,  and  fain  would  have  pulled  him 
down.  The  cattle  ran  and  roared — the  boy  scream- 
ed— but  all  did  not  terrify  the  bear;  ever  and  anon 
she  would  come  along  side  of  our  gallant  rider, 
growling  and  snarling  and  striking  with  her  paws 
— and  would  have  torn  him  in  pieces,  but  for  the 
other  cattle,  who  would  as  often  attack  her  in  the 
rear,  and  as  she  would  turn  to  give  them  battle,  the 
cow  would  gain  on  her  some  rods.  She  would 
then  leave  the  young  cattle,  and  come  with  all 
speed  after  the  boy,  which  seemed  to  be  her  whole 
aim.  Several  times  she  rose  upon  her  hind  legs  to 
take  him,  and  as  often  the  cattle  would  give  her 
battle;  and  thus  they  followed  through  the  woods, 
until  the  bear’s  cubs  came  up,  and  the  young  cattle 
turned  upon  them.  The  old  bear  took  their  part, 
and  the  cow  and  her  rider  had  arrived  at  the  door 
of  the  farm  house,  ere  the  old  bear  could  again  re- 
new the  attack.  The  boy  was  almost  senseless 
with  fright,  and  it  was  not  until  some  time  after  he 
had  alignted  from  the  cow,  that  he  was  enabled  to 
report  to  his  mother  the  why  and  wherefore.  It  is 
thought  the  boy  will  hereafter  prefer  that  some  one 
else  should  drive  the  cows  to  yard. 

Bedford,  (Me.)  October  2d,  1836. 

Hyperborean  cold.  Captain  Back,  in  his  nar- 
rative of  the  arctic  expedition  in  search  of  captain 
Boss,  gives  some  very  curious  illustrations  of  the 
severity  of  cold  endured  by  himself  and  his  com- 
panions. Sulphuric  ether,  in  a tightly  stopped  bot- 
tle, became  opaque  in  fifteen  minutes,' and  deposited 
a thick  sediment,  and  the  upper  surface  of  the  sides 
of  the  bottle  was  coated  with  ice.  Mercury  62  de- 
grees below  zero.  Being  removed  to  the  house  and 
placed  within  four  and  a half  feet  of  a brisk  fire,  the 
ether  was  forty-two  minutes  in  recovering  its  trans- 
parency. Temperature  of  the  room  32  degrees 
above  zero. 

Nitric  ether  lost  its  transparency  in  two  hours. 

A drachm  and  a half  of  sulphuric  ether  being 
placed  in  a bottle,  and  exposed  to  the  cold  out  of 
the  house  until  it  became  thick,  the  stopper  was 
withdrawn  and  a match  applied,  when  the  ether  ig- 
nited with  a sharp  explosion. 

Pyroligeneous  acid  froze  in  less  than  half  an 
hour.  Mercury  57  degrees  below  zero.  Rectified 
spirit,  diluted  with  an  equal  quantity  of  water,  froze 
in  the  same  time.  Rum  became  thick  in  a few  mi- 
nutes. Two  parts  of  pure  spirit,  diluted  with  one 
of  wat’r,  froze  solid  in  three  hours;  mercury  65  de- 
grees below  zero.  A surface  of  mercury,  in  a sau- 
cer, became  solid  in  two  hours. 

In  a small  room,  a fire  of  eight  large  sticks  of 
dry  wood  could  only  raise  the  temperature  to  12 
degrees  below  zero,  and  ink  and  paint  froze  in  this 
room.  Captain  Back  placed  his  table  as  near  the 
fire  as  he  could  bear  the  heat,  vet  his  camel’s  hair 
pencil  was  frozen  to  a stiff'  point,  and  he  had  to 
give  up  his  drawing.  Cases  and  boxes  of  seasoned 


fir  split  so  as  to  be  useless.  The  skin  of  the  hands 
and  face  cracked  into  unsightly  and  painful  gashes, 
which  then  were  obliged  to  be  filled  with  grease. — 
On  one  occasion  captain  B.  washed  his  face  and 
and  head,  standing  w ithin  three  feet  of  the  fire,  and 
his  hair  actually  became  stilf  with  ice  before  he 
could  dry  it. 

New  and  original  mode  of  ventilation. 
Dr.  Reid,  of  Edinburgh,  was  lately  examined  be- 
fore the  British  house  of  commons  as  to  a certain 
plan  of  ventilation  which  he  had  suggested  for  the 
new  house  of  parliament.  He  first  astonished  the 
new  committee  by  telling  them  “I  must  make  all 
your  wundows  and  doors  air  tight.”  “What,”  said 
they,  “do  you  mean  to  destroy  us,  in  the  mode  of 
the  Black  Hole  at  Calcutta?”  “No,”  said  the  doc- 
tor, “I’ll  place  you  upon  a seive,  your  floor  shall 
be  a seive;  and  I’ll  make  for  you  an  exact  temper- 
ance of  air  in  an  apartment  below,  and  attract  it 
upwards  through  the  seive.”  “Then  you  will  give 
us  all  our  deaths  by  colds  in  the  feet.”  “No;  the 
air  shall  warm  you  if  you  are  cold,  and  cool  you  if 
you  are  hot;  it  shall  come  up  warm  in  winter,  and 
cold  in  summer.”  “Well,  but  how  will  you  do 
this?  How  is  the  air  to  get  out?”  “I  will  erect  a 
tall  chimney.”  They  started  at  the  idea  of  a 
chimney,  and  seemed  to  think  it  a great  nuisance. 
“Oh,  but  I’ll  ornament  it,  it  shall  be  a tower,  if  you 
please;  and  in  that  tower  or  chimney  I will  place  a 
furnace,  which,  by  its  rarifying  power,  will  attract 
the  air  upwards,  so  that  all  the  air  w'hich  comes 
from  the  lungs  of  our  legislators  shall  go  up  the 
chimney” — (laughter.)  “But  we  shall  have  drafts.” 
“No;  it  shall  go  so  insensibly  and  regularly  that  no 
draft  will  be  created;  and  the  air  your  neighbor  has 
breathed,  however  much  you  love  him,  shall  never 
be  breathed  by  yourself.”  Well,  the  committee  re- 
commended this  plan  of  ventilation  to  the  conside- 
ration of  the  architect,  Mr.  Barry,  who  gave  it  as 
one  part  of  his  plan  that  the  new  houses  should  be 
ventilated  as  recommended  by  Dr.  Reid. 

Quick  work.  We  were  yesterday  an  eye  wit- 
ness to  a specimen  of  despatch,  which,  had  it  not 
fallen  under  our  own  inspection,  we  should  have 
been  sceptical  in  believing.  It  was  the  operation, 
at  the  fair  of  the  American  institute,  of  reducing 
wheat,  in  straw,  to  baked  bread,  in  ten  minutes. — 
The  process  was  as  follows: — Twelve  bundles  of 
straw  were  placed  in  a machine  in  the  garden, 
which  came  out  threshed  in  a minute  and  a half; 
the  winnowing  was  effected  in  a minute,  the  grind- 
ing and  bolting  occupied  a minute  and  a half;  the 
dough  was  kneaded  and  the  cakes  formed  in  two 
minutes.  The  whole  contents  of  the  twelve  bun- 
dles were  placed  in  a kitchen  range,  and  came  out 
thoroughly  baked  in  four  minutes — making,  in  the 
whole,  ten  minutes.  The  cakes  were  distributed 
around,  and  they  only  wanted  the  aid  of  a cooler, 
and  a few  pounds  of  Goshen  butter  to  have  been 
swallowed  in  another  minute,  without  the  aid  of 
mastication.  [IV.  Y.  Gas. 

Mexican  mission  to  Spain.  By  a letter  from 
Tampico  received  by  a commercial  house  in  this 
city,  and  which  has  been  politely  communicated  to 
us,  it  appears  that  Messrs.  Mora,  Parres  and  Villa 
Uritia,  were  to  embark  by  the  packet  of  September 
for  Havana;  the  object  of  their  voyage  is  attributed 
solely  to  diplomatic  relations  on  the  part  of  their 
government  with  Spain.  They  are  to  proceed  to 
Madrid  to  terminate  the  negotiations  of  a reciprocal 
commerce,  according  to  the  basis  established  by  the 
decree  of  the  27th  of  August  last,  which  declares  a 
suspension  of  hostilities  with  the  mother  country, 
and  the  opening  of  the  Mexican  ports  to  her  mer- 
chantmen. [IV.  O.  Bee. 

A NAVAL  MEDICAL  HOARD  OF  EXAMINATION 

is  now  in  session  at  Gadsby’s  hotel,  Washington, 
composed  of  Drs.  Thomas  Harris,  president,  Samuel 
Jackson,  Thos.  Williamson,  M.  Morgan  and  A.Adee. 
Such  assistant  surgeons  of  the  navy  as  have  com- 
missions dated  before  January  1st,  1833,  and  who 
have  served  two  years  at  sea,  have  permission  to  be 
examined  before  the  present  board. 

Nf.w  process  in  smelting  iron.  Atthelate 
meeting  of  the  British  association  in  Bristol,  Mr. 
Mushat  exhibited  some  specimens  of  malleable 
iron,  which  he  prepared  by  a peculiar  process,  and 
gave  an  exposition  of  his  views  in  relation  to  the 
theory  of  smelting  as  usually  conducted.  The  iron, 
when  first  reduced"  in  the  upper  part  of  the  furnace, 
is  in  the  malleable  ’state,  but  in  its  progress  down- 
wards is,  in  virtue  of  exposure  to  a higher  tempe- 
rature, and  the  redundancy  of  charcoal  it  encoun- 
ters, converted  first  into  steel,  and  finally  into  pig 
iron.  This  new  process  consists  in  submitting  the 
ore  to  the  action  alone  which  it  experiences  in  the 


upper  part  of  the  furnace — that  is,  in  restraining 
the  heat  and  furnishing  but  a limited  supply  of  the 
carbon;  and,  operating  by  such  method,  and  with- 
out the  use  of  lime,  he  stated  that  he  was  able  to 
obtain  at  once,  and  by  a single  progress,  iron  soft 
enough  to  be  forged  into  nails. 

Napoleon.  “When  Napoleon  for  the  second 
time  quitted  France,  it  was  asserted  that  he  ought 
to  have  buried  himself  under  the  ruins  of  his  last 
battle.  Lord  Byron  in  his  satiracal  ode  against 
Napoleon,  says: 

‘To  die  a prince — or  live  a slave 

Thy  choice  is  most  ignobly  brave.’ 

This  was  an  incorrect  estimate  of  the  hope  still 
kindling  in  a soul  accustomed  to  dominion  and 
thirsting  after  the  future.  Lord  Byron  imagined 
that  the  dictator  of  kings  had  abdicated  his  fame 
with  his  sword,  that  he  was  about  to  die  away  in 
utter  oblivion:  lord  Byron  should  have  known  that 
the  destiny  of  Napoleon  was  a muse,  like  all  other 
great  destinies;  this  muse  knew  how  to  change  an 
abortive  catastrophe  into  a sudden  turn  of  fortune, 
which  would  have  revived  and  imparted  fresh  youth 
to  its  hero.  The  solitude  of  Napoleon  in  his  exile 
and  in  his  tomb,  has  thrown  another  kind  of  spell 
over  a brilliant  memory.  Alexander  did  not  die  in 
sight  of  Greece;  he  disappeared  amid  the  pomp  of 
distant  Babylon;  Bonaparte  did  not  close  nis  eyes 
in  the  presence  of  France;  he  passed  away  in  the 
gorgeous  horizons  of  the  torrid  zone.  The  man 
who  had  shown  himself  in  such  powerful  reality 
vanished  like  a dream;  his  life  which  belonged  to 
history,  co-operated  in  the  poetry  of  hi3  death. — 
He  now  sleeps  forever,  like  a hermit  or  a paria,  be- 
neath a willow,  in  a narrow  valley  surrounded  by 
steep  rocks,  at  the  extremity  of  a lonely  path. — 
The  depth  of  the  silence  which  presses  upon  him 
can  only  be  compared  to  the  vastness  of  the  tumult 
which  had  surrounded  him.  Nations  are  absent, 
their  throng  has  retired.  The  bird  of  the  tropics, 
harnessed  to  the  car  of  the  sun,  as  Buffon  magnifi- 
cently expresses  it,  speeding  his  flight  downwards 
from  the  planet  of  light,  rests  alone  for  a moment 
over  ashes,  the  weight  of  which  has  shaken  the 
equilibrium  of  the  globe.  Bonaparte  crossed  the 
ocean  to  repair  to  his  final  exile,  regardless  of  that 
beautiful  sky  which  delighted  Columbus,  Vasco  de 
Goma  and  Camoens,  stretched  upon  the  ship’s 
stern,  he  perceived  not  that  unknown  constellations 
were  sparkling  over,  his  head;  his  powerful  glance 
for  the  first  time  encountered  their  rays.  What  to 
him  were  stars  which  he  had  never  seen  from  his 
bivouacs,  and  which  had  never  shone  over  his  em- 
pire? Nevertheless,  not  one  of  them  has  failed  to 
fulfil  his  destiny;  one  half  of  the  firmament  spread 
its  light  over  the  cradle:  the  other  half  was  reserv- 
ed to  illuminate  his  tomb.”  [ Chateaubriand . 

Artificial  crystals.  Dr.  Buckland,  the  na- 
turalist, holding  in  his  hand  a blacking  pot,  value 
one  penny,  in  which  was  a little  water,  clay,  zinc 
and  copper,  lately  presented  himself  to  the  British 
association  at  Bristol,  England,  and  informed  them 
that  by  these  humble  means  his  friend,  Mr.  Fox, 
had  succeeded  in  imitating  one  of  the  most  recon- 
dite and  wonderful  processes  of  nature — her  mode 
of  making  metallic  veins.  He  observed,  also,  that 
there  was  a gentleman  now  at  his  right  hand,  whose 
name  he  had  never  heard  till  the  day  previous — a 
man  unconnected  with  any  society,  but  possessing 
the  true  spirit  of  a philosopher — who  made  no  less 
than  twenty-four  minerals,  and  even  crystalline 
quartz.  Dr.  Buckland  said  he  knew  not  how  he  had 
made  them,  but  pronounced  them  to  be  discoveries 
of  the  highest  order;  they  were  not  made  with  a 
blacking-pot  and  clay,  but  the  apparatus  was  equally 
humble;  a bucket  of  water  and  a brickbat  had  suf- 
ficed to  produce  the  wonderful  effects  which  he 
would  detail  to  them.  Mr.  Cross,  of  Broomfield, 
Somerset,  then  came  forward  and  said  that,  though 
no  geologist,  and  little  of  a mineralogist,  he  had  de- 
voted much  of  his  time  to  electricity,  and  had  lat- 
terly been  occupied  in  improvements  in  the  voltaic 
power,  by  which  he  had  succeeded  in  keeping  it  in 
full  force  for  twelve  months  by  water  alone,  reject- 
ing acids  entirely.  He  then  proceeded  to  state  that 
he  had  obtained  water  from  a finely  crystallized 
cave  at  Holway,  and,  by  the  action  of  the  voltaic 
battery,  had  succeeded  in  producing  from  that 
water,  in  the  course  of  ten  days,  numerous  rhom- 
boidal  crystals,  resembling  those  of  the  cave.  In 
order  to  ascertain  if  light  had  any  influence  in  the 
process,  he  tried  it  again  in  a dark  cellar,  and  pro- 
duced similar  crystals  in  six  days,  with  one-fourth 
of  the  voltaic  power.  He  had  repeated  the  experi- 
ments a hundred  times,  and  always  with  the  same 
results.  He  was  fully  convinced  that  it  was  even 
possible  to  make  diamonds,  and  that  at  no  distant 
period  every  kind  of  mineral  would  be  formed  by 
the  ingenuity  of  man.  By  a variation  of  his  expe- 
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riments,  he  had  obtained  gray  and  blue  carbonate  of 
copper,  phosphorus  of  soda,  and  twenty  or  thirty 
other  specimens.  He  added,  that,  if  any  members 
of  the  association  would  favor  him  with  a visit  at 
his  house,  they  would  be  received  with  hospitality, 
though  in  a wild  and  savage  region  on  the  Quan- 
tock  hills,  and  he  should  be  proud  to  repeat  his  ex- 
periments in  their  presence.  N.  Y.  E.  Post. 

Economy  in  expenditure.  The  following  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Dewey,  need  to  be  often  reflected 
upon  by  those  inhabitants  of  our  towns  and  cities 
>vho  are  straining  every  nerve,  and  sacrificing  all 
that  makes  existence  desirable,  for  the  sake  of  mo- 
ney to  lavish  on  the  pitiful  vanity  of  display.  These 
reflections  occur  to  the  traveller  on  his  passage  in  a 
steamboat  from  Paris  to  London. 

“I  observed  that  a considerable  number  of  pas- 
sengers carried  a comfortable  picnic  box  or  basket 
with  them,  and  spread  their  own  table.  With 
some,  doubtless  this  provision  proceeded  from  a 
fastidious  taste  that  feared  some  poisonous  dirt 
would  be  found  in  the  common  fare  of  a steam- 
boat. But  with  many,  I presume  it  arose  from  a 
habit,  which  presents  a marked  difference  between 
the  people  of  England  and  of  America. — I mean 
the  habit  of  economy.  In  America  we  are  asham- 
ed of  economy.  It  is  this  feeling  which  would  for- 
bid among  us  such  a practice  as  that  referred  to, 
and  not  only  this,  but  a great  many  more  and  bet- 
ter practices.  In  England,  economy  stands  out 
prominently;  it  presides  over  the  arrangements  of  a 
family;  it  is  openly  professed,  and  rears  no  re- 
proach. A man  is  not  ashamed  to  say  of  a certain 
indulgence,  that  he  cannot  afford  it.  A gentleman 
says  to  you,  “I  drive  a pony  chaise  this  year;  I 
have  put  down  my  horse  and  gig,  because  I cannot 
pay  the  tax.”  A man  whose  income  and  expenses, 
and  style  of  living  far  exceed  almost  any  thing  to 
be  found  among  us,  still  says  of  something  quite 
beyond  him,  which  his  wealthier  neighbor  does, 
“We  are  not  rich  enough  for  that.”  One  of  the 
most  distinguished  men  in  England  said  to  me, 
when  speaking  of  wines  at  his  table — “The  wine 
I should  prefer  is  claret,  but  I cannot  afford  it,  and 
so  I drink  my  own  gooseberry  .”  I have  heard  that 
many  families  earry  the  principles  so  far,  that  they 
determine  exactly  how  many  dinners  they  can  give 
in  a year,  and  to  how  many  guests — nay  mors,  and 
how  many  dishes  they  can  put  upon  the’table,  when 
they  do  entertain. 

This  frankness  on  the  subject  of  economy  is 
among  us  a thing  almost  unheard  of.  Not  that  we 
are  more  wealthy,  but,  as  I conceive,  less  wise. 
The  competition  of  domestic  life  among  us  is  too 
keen  to  admit  of  any  such  confessions  of  internal 
weakness.  We  practise  economy  by  stealth.  Nor 
is  that  the  worst  of  it:  for  one  consequence  of  this 
habit  of  feeling  is,  that  we  practise  too  little.  When 
a stranger  looks  upon  the  strife  of  business  in  our 
villages  and  cities,  he  imagines  that  he  sees  a very 
covetous  people,  but  a nearer  observation  would 
show  him  that  much  of  this  eager,  and  absorbing, 
and  almost  slavish  occupation,  is  necessary  to  sus- 
tain the  heavy  drains  of  domestic  expenditure. 
This  extravagance  at  home,  chains  many  a man  to 
the  counter  and  countingroom.  And  this  extrava- 
gance is  of  his  own  choosing,  because  he  knows  no 
other  way  of  distinguishing  himself,  but  by  the 
style  of  living.  Would  he  but  conceive  that  he 
might  better  elevate  himself  in  society,  by  having 
a well  read  library,  by  improving  his  mind  and 
conversation,  by  cultivating  some  graceful  and 
comparatively  cheap  accomplishment,  he  might 
live  a wiser  man,  and  die  richer.  Who  would  he- 
sitate to  choose  between  such  a family,  and  one 
whose  house  was  filled  with  gorgeous  furniture, 
where  the  wife  and  daughters  are  dressed  in  the 
gayest  of  the  fashion,  and  the  husband  and  father 
banishes  himself  the  livelong  day,  and  half  the 
night,  from  that  pleasant  mansion,  to  toil  and  drudge 
in  the  du3ty  warehouse?  He  sleeps  in  a very  grand 
house,  he  liVes  in  a countingroom!” 

Dreadful  fire  and  explosion  at  sea. 

By  an  arrival  at  New  York,  we  learn  that  the  brig 
Ariel  from  that  port,  bound  to  Carthagena,  with 
600  barrels  of  flour  and  half  a ton  of  gunpowder  on 
board,  took  fire  at  midnight  on  the  31st  of  August. 
The  captain,  crew  and  nine  passengers  were  aroused 
from  their  sleep  by  the  dreadful  cry  of  “ship  on 
fire!”  They  escaped,  mostly  in  their  night  clothes, 
by  means  of  the  longboat.  In  about  twenty  mi- 
nutes, and  when  they  were  not  more  than  half  a 
mile  from  the  brig,  she  blew  up  with  a terrific  ex- 
plosion, which  seemed  to  shake  and  rend  the  very 
elements.  They  landed  on  the  island  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, on  the  4th  of  September,  and  arrived  in 
New  York  on  Thursday  the  27th  ult.  The  Ariel 
and  her  cargo  were  insured  in  the  sum  of  $30,000. 


SPANISH  CONSTITUTION  OF  1812. 

The  following  are  extracts  of  the  most  interest- 
ing parts  of  the  Spanish  constitution  of  1812: — 

OF  THE  CORTES. 

“I.  The  cortes  shall  be  assembled  every  year  in 
the  capital  of  the  kingdom,  in  the  building  appoint- 
ed for  their  use. 

“2.  When  they  shall  judge  it  convenient  to  trans- 
fer their  sittings  to  another  place  they  can  do  so, 
provided  the  place  is  not  distant  from  the  capital 
more  than  a dozen  leagues,  and  that  two-thirds  of 
the  deputies  present  approve  of  that  change. 

“3.  The  session  of  the  cortes  every  year  shall 
continue  at  least  three  months  consecutively,  to 
commence  the  1st  of  March. 

“4.  The  cortes  may  prolong  their  session  at  most 
for  one  month  further,  in  two  cases  only.  First, 
upon  the  demand  of  the  king;  second,  if  the  prolori- 

ation  be  deemed  necessary  by  two-thirds  of  the 

eputies. 

“5.  The  deputies  shall  be  wholly  renewed  every 
two  years. 

“6.  If  war,  or  occupation  of  any  part  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  monarchy  by  the  enemy,  shall  prevent 
all,  or  several,  of  the  deputies  of  one  or  many  pro- 
vinces presenting  themselves  at  the  proper  time, 
those  absent  shall  be  replaced  by  the  deputies  com- 
ing from  the  respective  provinces  who  shall  draw 
lots  among  each  other  until  the  whole  number  be 
completed. 

“7.  When  the  deputies  arrive  in  the  capital  they 
will  present  themselves  to  the  permanent  deputa- 
tion of  the  cortes,  who  will  place  their  names  and 
the  places  for  which  they  are  elected  in  a registry 
kept  for  the  purpose. 

“8.  Preparatory  juntas  will  be  formed  on  the  1st 
and  20th  of  February,  for  regulating  the  admission 
of  deputies. 

“9.  On  the  25th  of  February  in  each  year,  the 
last  preparatory  junta  shall  be  held,  in  which  all  the 
deputies  shall  take,  with  their  hands  on  the  book  of 
the  gospel,  the  following  oath: — ‘Do  you  swear  to 
defend  and  preserve  the  Catholic,  Apostolic  and 
Roman  religion,  and  not  to  admit  any  other  into  the 
kingdom?’ — ‘I  do.’  ‘Do  you  swear  to  regard  reli- 
giously the  constitution  of  the  Spanish  monarchy 
sanctioned  by  the  general  and  extraordinary  cortes 
of  the  kingdom  in  1812?’ — ‘I  swear.’  ‘Do  you 
swear  that  you  will  well  and  faithfully  acquit  your- 
self of  the  charge  which  the  nation  has  confided  in 
you,  having  always  in  view  the  good  of  the  nation?’ 
— ‘I  do.’ 

“10.  After  which,  a president  and  vice  president 
shall  be  chosen  by  ballot. 

“11.  The  same  day  a deputation  of  22  members 
shall  be  elected  to  communicate  to  the  king  that 
tire  cortes  have  constituted,  and  the  king  will  de- 
clare if  he  will  assist  at  the  opening,  which  is  to 
take  place  on  the  1st  of  March. 

“12.  If  the  king  be  absent  from  the  capital,  the 
communication  shall  be  made  to  him  by  writing. 

“13.  When  the  king  assists  in  person  at  the 
opening  of  the  cortes,  the  president  will  inform  him 
of  the  day  appointed,  which  shall  not  on  any  ac- 
count be  changed. 

“14.  The  Icing  shall  enter  without  guards  into 
the  hall  of  the  cortes.  He  shall  only  be  accompa- 
nied by  two  persons,  appointed  for  the  purpose,  at 
his  entrance  and  exit. 

“15.  The  king  will  pronounce  a discourse,  in 
which  he  will  propose  to  the  cortes  what  he  thinks 
necessary,  to  which  the  president  will  reply.  In 
case  the  king  cannot  attend  in  person  he  may  send 
his  speech  in  writing. 

“16.  The  cortes  cannot  deliberate  in  presence  of 
the  king. 

“17.  The  cortes  cannot  deliberate  when  the  mi- 
nister comes  to  make  propositions  on  behalf  of  the 
crown. 

“18.  The  sittings  of  the  cortes  shall  be  public, 
except  in  particular  cases. 

“19.  The  deputies  shall  be  inviolable  for  their 
opinions;  and  they  cannot  be  taken  nor  summoned 
in  any  case,  at  any  time,  or  by  any  authority.  In 
criminal  cases  they  cannot  be  tried  by  any  other 
tribunal  but  that  of  the  cortes.  During  the  sitting 
of  the  cortes,  and  a month  after  the  dissolution, 
they  cannot  be  taken  nor  summoned  for  debt. 

“20.  The  deputies  cannot,  during  the  time  of 
their  election,  accept  for  themselves,  or  solicit  for 
others,  any  place  under  the  crown;  nor  can  they, 
for  a year  after  their  term  of  election  expires,  ac- 
cept any  decoration  by  order  of  the  king.” 

[ French  paper. 


WAR  IN  FLORIDA. 

From  the  Florida  Herald — extra,  Oct.  21. 

We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  gov.  Call  has  confer- 
red upon  major  Pierce  the  appointment  of  quarter- 
master general.  We  feel  satisfied  that  the  office 


could  not  be  in  better  hands.  He  proceeds  imme- 
diately in  the  Dolphin,  to  Savannah  and  Charleston 
with  discretionary  powers  to  procure  every  requi- 
site for  the  army. 

From  the  same. 

7b  the  editor  of  the  Florida  Herald: 

Sir:  As  it  is  desirable  to  your  readers  and  to  the 
public  generally,  to  learn  the  operations  of  the  ar- 
my commanded  by  gov.  Call,  you  will  be  pleased 
to  publish  the  following  short,  but  correct  statement 
furnished  by  one  who  was  with  him. 

On  the  28th,  the  governor  passed  the  Suwannee 
at  the  Old  Town,  with  1,250  volunteer  Tennessee- 
ans and  125  Floridans,  all  mounted.  He  had  order- 
ed an  abundant  supply  of  rations  and  forage,  which 
was  then  afloat  at  the  mouth  of  that  river,  but  owing 
to  the  sickness  of  the  crew  of  three  steamboats  ly- 
ing in  that  river,  had  not  been  brought  to  the  depot. 
Such  was  the  impatience  of  the  volunteers  to  find 
the  enemy  that  they  prepared  to  make  a sudden 
rush  on  the  foe,  presuming  that  they  might  be  sur- 
prised— and  although  an  express  from  gen.  Read, 
then  at  the  Old  Town,  overtook  the  governor  with- 
in ten  miles  from  that  post  to  inform  him  of  the  re- 
ception of  a full  supply  of  every  thing  wanted  by 
the  army,  both  officers  and  men  expressed  a decid- 
ed unwillingness  to  delay  their  march.  On  their 
route  to  Camp  Drane,  seven  Indians  were  killed, 
and  few,  if  any,  discovered  by  the  spy  guard  in 
advance,  escaped  the  unerring  shot  of  tile  volun- 
teers. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  the  governor  reached 
Fort  Drane  and  found  the  fires  of  the  enemy  still 
burning.  They  had  escaped  with  theirwomen  and 
children  by  a few  hours  only,  and  but  for  the  acci- 
dental escape  of  a spy  found  about  Wacahouta,  who 
was  hotly  pursued,  but  in  vain,  we  should  have 
surprised  and  perhaps  destroyed  this  whole  gang  of 
Micasuckies,  with  Rowell  at  the  head.  As  it  was, 
4 of  their  number  was  run  down  and  killed. 

The  army  remained  encamped  at  Fort  Drane  until 
a junction  could  be  effected  with  major  Pierce  then 
at  Black  Creek,  on  whose  zeal  and  ability  the  go- 
vernor relied  to  supply  his  army  with  rations.  Nor 
did  he  rely  in  vain.  On  the  night  of  the  4th  at  ten 
o’clock,  an  express  reached  the  major  from  San 
Teffee,  giving  information  that  100  Floridians  had 
reached  the  latter  place,  to  aid  in  escorting  provi- 
sions to  Camp  Drane — at  12  o’clock,  2 hours  after 
the  express,  the  major  was  in  the  saddle,  and  his 
whole  command  on  the  move.  It  is  zeal  and  energy 
like  this  that  the  times  require;  it  is  this  that  gains 
the  confidence  of  the  general-in-chief,  and  saves 
an  army  from  want.  On  the  morning  of  the  5th  the 
movement  was  made  from  Black  Creek,  and  on  the 
evening  of  the  next  day  major  Pierce  with  his  de- 
tachment, reached  Fort  Drane  and  furnished  to  gov. 
Call,  7 or  8 days  rations  for  his  whole  command,  a 
distance  of  66  miles. 

AVith  this  supply  it  was  deemed  advisable  to 
press  on  to  the  Wytlilacoocheg,  pass  it  at  tile  cove, 
if  found  fordable,  and  capture  their  women  and 
children  if  the  warriors  should  elude  us;  or  should 
the  waters  of  the  river  be  beyond  the  banks,  fall 
down  the  river,  to  the  depot  directed  to  be  estab- 
lished at  Graham’s  old  camp,  and  unite  with  gen. 
Read,  and  col.  Lane,  at  the  head  of  the  friendly 
Creeks.  On  the  way  the  advanced  guard  fell  in 
with  a small  encampment  of  Mickasuekies,  the 
most  warlike  and  hostile  of  the  tribes,  killed  13 
men  who  did  not  fire  a shot,  and  took  prisoners  4 
women  and  8 children.  After  an  examination  of 
the  squaws  it  was  found  that  we  had  reached  the 
river  at  the  point  most  desirable;  that  the  body  of 
the  Indian  families  were  on  the  opposite  side,  and 
the  negro  town,  so  called,  was  3 miles  above  us, 
protected  by  a deep  creek,  running  through  a thick 
swamp  hammock,  and  fordable  only  at  very  dry 
seasons.  To  this  last  place  a detachment  of  300 
Tennessee  volunteers  under  col.  Gill  proceeded, 
who  returned  in  the  evening  with  3 killed  and  7 
wounded,  by  a shot  from  an  unseen  foe,  unable  to 
cross  the  creek  from  the  depth  of  water. 

The  main  body  continued  their  march  to  the  ri- 
ver, and  on  reaching  tire  banks,  after  passing  the 
most  villainous  swamp  ever  passed  on  horseback, 
found  the  river  flooded  greatly  above  its  banks,  and 
250  yards  over  whilst  standing  on  the  edge  of  the 
water  and  mortified  that  a barrier  so  unlooked  for 
was  thrown  in  our  way.  a few  shots  were  fired  from 
the  other  side,  and  it  was  with  much  difficulty  that 
the  impetuosity  of  our  men  could  be  restrained — 
the  firing  was  continued  on  both  sides  without  our 
seeing  tire  Indians.  When  the  volunteers  had 
been  recalled,  major  Gordon  gallantly  volunteered 
with  200  of  his  men  to  silence  the  firing  on  the  op- 
posite side. 

To  this  the  commander-in-chief  was  reluctantly 
induced  to  give  his  assent,  and  the  gallant  band 
marched  to  the  banks,  two  feet  deep  in  water,  and 
after  much  ineffectual  firing,  which  our  officers  ob- 
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served,  was  only  useful  in  getting  rid  of  ammuni- 
tion of  which  we  had  not  too  much,  were  recalled 
at  the  sound  of  the  bugle,  maj.  Gordon  being  wound- 
ed in  the  breast  by  a 9pent  ball. 

The  army  thus  foiled  by  the  high  water  in  their 
attempts  to  cross  the  river,  and  end  the  war  at 
blow,  and  almost  without  rations,  had  but  one  of 
two  courses  to  pursue.  The  first  was  to  fall  back  to 
Black  creek  or  Volusia  for  supplies — or  to  advance 
onward  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  communicate 
with  general  Reed  or  colonel  Lane,  to  obtain  pro 
visions  there.  The  last  course  was  preferred  by 
the  general  and  by  a council  of  war,  and  the  march 
was  commenced — greatly  to  our  disappointment, 
no  depot  was  established,  at  the  point  so  peremp- 
torily ordered,  and  the  army  was  directed  to  Fort 
Drane  and  Gray’s  ferry.  Luckily  the  main  object 
of  the  expedition  was  effected,  and  a junction  was 
formed  with  colonel  Lane,  who  crossed  the  Wyth- 

lacoochee  at  Canines’  battle  ground  on  the 

3 miles  above  our  encampment,  having  been  go- 
verned in  his  march  by  the  sound  of  our  artillery 
as  we  daily  fired  a signal  gun. 

Thus  has  ended  for  a time  our  operations.  Many 
horses  have  been  lost,  and  must  be  replaced.  De- 
pots must  be  established,  we  have  discovered  the 
proper  locations.  We  have  found  the  enemy’s  strong 
hold  and  the  means  to  assail  it.  We  have  found 
willing  and  able  guides  in  the  prisoner  squaws,  and 
derived  much  valuable  information  from  them. 
They  tell  us  that  there  is  a large  peac^  party  in 
the  nation  who  would  have  sent  in  an  envoy,  but 
from  dread  that  we  should  shoot  him.  They  tell 
us  that  their  powder  is  nearly  exhausted,  and  above 
all  that  the  two  head  chiefs,  the  most  warlike  and 
the  most  hostile,  next  to  Powell,  the  one  of  the 
Miscasukies,  the  other  of  the  Long  Swamp  tribe, 
were  killed  by  major  Pearce  at  Fort  Drane — from 
that  or  some  other  cause,  perhaps  the  defection  of 
the  Creeks.  We  believe  that  there  is  dissention 
amongst  them,  that  their  war  spirit  is  broken,  and 
that  they  will  be  whipped,  humbled  and  perhaps 
shipped  before  Christmas.  A high  spirit  prevails 
in  our  army,  harmony  between  the  regulars  and 
volunteer  militia,  and  zeal,  courage  and  ardour 
throughout  all. 

In  addition  to  the  abpve  the  Herald  has  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Major  Pierce  marched  on  the  5th  in  the  morning 
at  2 o’clock,  and  arrived  at  Fort  Drane  on  Satur- 
day the  Cth,  with  ten  days  provision  for  the  Ten- 
nessee brigade.  Governor  Call,  marched  on  Mon- 
day, the  8th  for  the  Wythlacoochee,  taking  a new 
direction  with  a view  to  surprise  the  Indians;  to 
do  this  it  was  necessary  to  cut  a new  road  for 
the  artillery  and  wagon  train,  for  more  than  50 
miles  which  was  performed  by  the  battalion  of 
200  artillery  under  major  Pierce  in  5 days,  and  al- 
though attended  with  considerable  fatigue,  and  on 
the  morning  of  the  12th,  the  advanced  guard  sur- 
prised and  attacked  a large  party  of  Indians,  routing 
and  taking  12  female  prisoners. 


The  following  letter  from  a gentleman  of  high 
character,  gives  the  latest  intelligence  of  the  Florida 
campaign:  [ Globe. 

Steamboat  Black  Creek,  Oct.  20,  1836. 

Mv  dear  sir:  When  I last  wrote  you  I was 
about  setting  out  for  governor  Call’s  camp.  I left 
home  on  the  1st  instant,  with  col.  Downing,  one  of 
the  governor’s  aids,  and  a small  volunteer  party 
from  St.  Augustine,  and  met  the  governor  with 
about  1,700  men,  (Tennesseeans  and  Floridians),  at 
Camp  Drane  about  the  9th.  At  Black  creek  we 
joined  major  Pierce  with  about  200  regulars,  who 
took  a field  piece  and  an  18  pound  howitzer,  and  a 
train  of  wagons  with  provisions,  intended  as  a tem- 
porary supply  for  the  general  army,  until  it  should 
reach  the  head  waters  of  the  Wythlacoochee,  where 
a large  stock  had  been  ordered  under  gen.  Read. 

On  the  12th,  as  we  were  pursuing  our  course  to- 
ward the  Wythlacoochee,  and  when  within  about 
two  mile9  ol  it,  the  advanced  guard  or  spies  sud- 
denly came  upon  an  encampment  of  several  fami- 
lies of  Indians,  and  so  unexpectedly,  that  those  si- 
tuated nearest  had  not  time  to  escape.  The  volun- 
teers dashed  among  them,  and  killed  eleven,  and. 
took  four  squaws  and  eight  children  prisoners. — 
The  squaws  were  interrogated  in  the  evening  as  to 
the  situation  of  the  Indians,  and  readily  gave,  as 
they  said,  all  the  information  in  their  power.  They 
stated  that  we  were  opposite  Powell’s  (Oseola) 
strong  hold— the  cove  of  the  Wythlacoochee;  that 
Oseola  was  sick,  and  had  with  him  but  few  war- 
riors— three  or  four  hundred — the  remainder  being 
scattered  over  tbe  country  in  small  parties;  that 
they  would  pilot  the  army  across,  according  to  the 
desire  of  the  governor,  the  next  day,  &c. 

We  had  with  us  Billy  (brother-in  law  of  the  late 
chief,  Charley  O’Marthla)  and  an  Indian  negro, 
named  Cudjo,  as  interpreter  and  guide. 


On  the  morning  of  the  13th,  the  army  proceeded 
to  the  river,  which  was  skirted  with  a thickly  wood- 
ed swamp,  about  one  hundred  yards  in  width.  The 
spy  guard  were  ordered  into  the  swamp  in  advance, 
followed  by  the  regulars  and  our  St.  Augustine  vo- 
lunteer dragoons,  in  order  to  cross  over.  We  pro- 
ceeded to  the  margin  of  the  stream,  when  Cudjo 
and  one  of  the  squaws,  as  guides,  advanced,  and 
the  troops  following;  but  the  moment  we  were  dis- 
covered by  the  Indians,  who  were  prepared  for  us, 
a brisk  fire  was  opened  upon  us,  and  kept  up  for 
about  half  an  hour,  and  returned  with  equal  spirit 
by  the  volunteers.  The  river  being  unusually  high, 
and  our  army  out  of  provisions,  it  was  deemed  ex- 
pedient by  the  commander-in-chief  to  withdraw 
the  troops,  and  proceed  on  in  search  of  the  provi- 
sions. We  had  two  men  wounded,  but  none  killed. 

400  men  had  been  despatched  in  the  morning, 
with  Billy  and  one  squaw,  four  miles  up  the  river, 
to  a place  called  Negrotown,  where  many  of  the  In- 
dians and  negroes  resorted,  and  where  there  was 
another  crossing  place.  Here  they  were  met  in  the 
same  manner  as  at  the  other  crossing,  and,  after  a 
sharp  skirmish,  returned,  having  lost  two  Tennes- 
see volunteers  killed,  and  seven  wounded,  together 
with  poor  Billy,  who  was  shot  at  the  first  fire,  and 
died  in  a few  seconds.  He  was  a kind  hearted 
man,  and  universally  respected  by  the  officers  of  the 
army. 

The  next  morning  we  proceeded  down  the  river, 
toward  the  celebrated  blockhouse,  to  which  gover- 
nor Call  despatched  200  men.  They  returned  on  the 
16th,  with  the  intelligence  that  no  provisions  or 
force  had  arrived.  The  bread  was  entirely  exhaust- 
ed, and  we  had  nothing  but  fresh  beef.  Our  horses 
were  starving  for  want  of  corn,  whereupon  the  ar- 
my were  ordered  to  face  about,  and  fall  back  to 
Camp  Drane,  and  obtain  a supply  from  Black  creek. 

On  the  17th,  before  we  arrived  at  the  latter  place, 
an  express  overtook  us  W'ith  information  that  col. 
Lane  was  on  the  bank  of  the  Wythlacoochee,  with 
700  friendly  Creeks  and  100  regulars,  nearly  out  of 
provisions.  He  was  desired  to  come  on  to  Fort 
Drane,  and  on  the  13th,  when  I left,  he  was  only 
five  miles  from  it. 

The  commander-in-chief  intends  to  obtain  fresh 
horses,  and  recruit  up  those  that  will  answer,  geton 
a supply  of  forage  and  provisions,  and  make  ario- 
ther  push  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  same  point. 

Had  gen.  Read,  who  was  specially  charged  with 
obtaining  supplies,  and  seeing  them  forwarded  to 
the  head  waters  of  the  Wythlacoochee,  been  punc- 
tual, as  the  governor  had  anticipated,  I believe  the 
war  would  have  been  terminated  this  month.  We 
had  found  Oseola  and  his  women  and  children,  and 
nothing  but  bread  and  corn  prevented  us  from  taking 
him. 

Gen.  Call  has  been  sick  of  bilious  fever,  and  is 
now  unfit  for  the  duties  and  fatigues  of  the  field. 

I have  thus  been  particular  in  narrating  the  facts, 
however  uninteresting,  as  already  a false  report  has 
gone  abroad. 

From  the  New  York  Evening  Post. 

The  following  particulars  are  extracted  from  re- 
cent letters  received  in  this  city  from  Florida. 

Items  from  Fort  Brook,  Tampa  Bay.  Sometime 
since  I heard  that  the  head  of  the  friendly  Indians 
died  when  within  twenty  miles  of  his  place  of  final 
destination  in  Arkansas.  Poor  fellow — he  was  a 
noble  Indian,  of  whom  I will  write  more  hereafter. 
There  have  in  truth  been  few  9uch  red  men  as 
“Holachte  Emathla”  or  Blue  Warrior.  I would 
tell  you  that  the  ch.  in  Holachte  is  pronounced  like 
the  German  ich.  His  death  excited  a feeling  of 
very  general  regret.  But  for  the  aid  of  his  friendly 
dispositions  and  remarkable  energy,  there  would 
not  now  be  a single  friendly  Indian  in  Florida. 
Having  brought  over  to  our  side  499  Indians,  he 
migrated  in  April  last  for  the  west.  At  F ort  Brook, 
in  July,  we  had  a small  break  in  upon  the  general 
monotony.  On  the  18th  of  that  month  six  or  seven 
men,  whilst  cutting  wood  at  the  distance  of  a mile, 
were  attacked  by  thirty  or  forty  Indians.  The  sa- 
vages rose  up  within  ten  yards  of  them  and  fired— 
missing  ail  but  one  who  was  slightly  wounded  in 
the  side.  Our  men  of  course  took  to  their  heels, 
and  one  poor  fellow,  named  Patrick  Quin  wasover- 
taken.  He  discharged  his  musket  at  them,  and  as 
they  approached  him,  he  knocked  one  of  them 
down  with  the  but  end  of  it;  but  he  was  soon  over- 
powered by  numbers.  One  Indian  actually  fired  at 
him  at  a distance  of  twelve  feet  and  missed  him; 
and  six  or  seven  fired  at  a very  short  distance. 
Their  rifles  having  failed,  they  attacked  him  with 
knives,  stabbed  him  in  the  back,  through  the  lungs, 
knocked  him  down  and  scalped  him,  and  yet  he  is 
still  in  the  hospital  and  is  absolutely  recovering. 
He  received  two  large  3tabs  in  the  back  and  two 
in  the  neck — a scalp  about  the  size  of  the  palm  of 


the  hand  was  taken  off.  He  says  that  he  distinctly 
recollects  every  stage  of  the  process;  and  that  two 
men  were  upon  him— stabbed  him  him  in  the  back 
of  his  neck — seized  him  by  the  hair,  and  in  a trice 
striped  him  of  his  scalp.  The  Indian  then  sprung 
up  into  the  air  with  a shrill  and  long  yell,  when 
they  all  scampered  off.  Undoubtedly  they  thought 
him  dead,  and  were  hurried  off  by  seeing  our  men 
hastening  to  the  rescue.  At  the  lort  we  heard  the 
rifles  and  the  warwhoop,  and  in  one  minute  the 
men  were  paraded  under  arms  and  a strong  de- 
tachment hurried  to  the  spot.  Half  a dozen  of  our 
men  were  mounted.  We  chased  them  above  three 
miles,  the  horsemen  overtook  them,  and  exchanged 
shots,  but  of  course,  could  not  close  with  such  su- 
perior numbers.  These  incidents  will  show  you 
how  much  the  aim  of  the  Indian  rifle  has  been  ex- 
aggerated. To  be  shot  at  by  half  a dozen  Indians, 
at  a distance  of  twenty  yards  is,  of  course  to  be  a 
danger,  but  that  is  all.  Their  miserable  shooting 
is  hardly  credible,  and  during  the  last  campaign,  I 
am  persuaded  that  not  more  than  one  of  a thousand 
balls,  at  a reasonable  distance,. took  effect — and 
when  they  do  hit,  their  balls  are  so  small  that  if  a 
bone  is  not  broken  they  make  but  a slight  flesh 
wound.  Numbers  of  the  Seminoles  will  starve,  or 
commit  suicide  rather  than  yield.  The  king  “Mic- 
co-Nopa,”  commonly  called  Micanopy,  remains  in 
the  glades.  His  majesty  is  a huge  lump  of  fat- 
kept  in  the  glades  for  safety — far  too  unwieldy  to 
run,  and  too  sacred  to  be  left  for  us  to  pick  up. 
Those  who  know  him  say  that,  in  the  last  extremi- 
ty, he  will  cut  his  own  throat  or  hang  himself. 

In  addition  to  the  above  particulars,  we  learn 
that  lieutenant  colonel  Lane  committed  suicide,  at 
Fort  Drane,  on  the  20th  ult.  by  placing  the  hilt  of 
his  sword  on  the  ground,  and  falling  on  it  in  such  a 
way  that  the  point,  passed  through  the  corner  of  the 
eye  into  the  brain.  No  conjecture  is  offered  as  to 
the  cause.  He  was  in  command  of  the  friendly  In- 
dians and  a hundred  regulars.  With  this  force  he 
had  gallantly  fought  his  way  from  Tampa  Bay  to 
Fort  Drane,  where  he  effected  a junction  with  gov. 
Call.  Two  hours  after  succeeding  in  this  difficult 
undertaking,  he  deprived  himself  of  life.  The 
Globe,  in  speaking  of  the  melancholy  occurrence 
adds: 

“Col.  Lane  was  a young  man  of  high  attainments 
and  prorniso — was  indefatigable  in  his  pursuits,  and 
lull  of  mental  and  personal  energy.  He  had  the 
entire  confidence  of  his  commander,  gen.  Jesup, 
who  entrusted  him  with  the  delicate  and  highly  re- 
sponsible separate  command  which  he  led  "into 
Florida.  This  dreadful  termination  of  his  career  is 
still  a heavier  blow'  to  his  unhappy  father,  the  hon. 
Amos  Lane,  who  had  received  intelligence  of  the 
death  of  an  accomplished  daughter  just  before  the 
close  of  the  last  session  of  congress.” 

The  Pensacola  Gazette  of  the  15th  ult.  relates  the 
following  noble  instance  of  hospitality:  “The  sick 
of  the  army  operating  against  the  Seminoles  were 
sent  from  Suwanee  Old  Town,  in  the  United  States 
steamboat  American,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred 
and  ten.  Their  destination  was  this  place,  but 
when  near  St.  Joseph,  the  steamboat  met  with  aii 
accident  which  compelled  her  to  put  into  that  port 
for  repairs.  At  the  moment  of  her  arrival,  the  la- 
dies of  St.  Joseph  were  about  to  set  out  on  a party 
of  pleasure.  They  no  sooner  became  acquainted 
however,  with  the  situation  of  the  gallant  defenders 
of  their  countiy  on  board  the  American,  than,  with 
one  accord,  they  postponed  their  pleasure  party 
and  devoted  themselves  to  the  duty  of  alleviating 
the  sufferings  of  the  sick.  The  entire  building 
lately  erected  for  a hotel  by  col.  Beveridge  was 
given  up  to  them,  and  the  general  strife  was  who 
should  do  the  most  for  the  sufferers.  Every  family 
contributed  something,  We  are  gratified  to  add  that 
when  we  last  heard  from  them,  the  sick  were  ali 
doing  well. 


THE  ARMY— OFFICIAL. 

GENERAL  ORDER,  NO.  73. 

Adjutant  general's  office,  Washington,  Oct.  31  1836 
The  resignations  of  the  following  named  officers 
have  been  accepted  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  to  take  effect  at  the  dates  9et  opposite  to 
each  respectively,  to  wit: 

15C1836n  H’  A’  ThomPson’  4th  artiHeiy,  October 

1st  lieutenant  A.  Beckley,  4th  artillery  Oeto 
ber  24,  1836.  0 

1st  lieutenant  T.  S.  Brown,  corps  of  engineers 
October  31,  1836.  6 ’ 

0,l8‘^utenant  G-  W-  CaS9’  7th  inf“‘*y»  October 

40,  loot). 
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2d  lieutenant  G.  G.  Meade,  3d  artillery,  October 
26,  1836. 

2d  lieutenant  D.  P.  Dewitt,  2d  artillery,  October 
31,  1836. 

Bvt.  2d  lieutenant  R.  S.  Smith,  2d  infantry,  Oc- 
tober 19.  1836. 

Bvt.  2d  lieutenant  T.  P.  Chiti'elle,  7th  infantry, 
September  30,  1836. 

Paymaster  Neville,  October  24,  1836. 

Paymaster  Hayne,  October  25,  1836. 

By  order  of  major  general  Macomb: 

R.  JONES,  adjutant  general. 


MR.  CLAY  AND  THE  CHEROKEES. 

The  following  letter  was  addressed  to  the  Chero- 
kee nation  of  Indians,  through  one  of  their  people, 
by  Mr.  Clay,  in  1831 — the  time  of  their  great  dis- 
tress and  excitement — and  has  lately  appeared  in 
the  newspapers.  We  have  seldom  seen  so  brief  an 
address  so  full  of  interest.  How  statesmanlike, 
how  full  of  good  sense,  of  wise  counsel,  of  humane 
feeling  and  honorable  sympathy!  No  one  can  read 
it,  we  are  sure,  without  experiencing  an  increased 
degree  of  respect  both  for  the  head  and  the  heart  of 
the  eminent  citizen  who  penned  it.  [Nat.  Int. 

Ashland,  6th  June,  1831. 

Dear  sir:  I received  your  letter  of  the  14th  ult. 
describing  the  wrongs  and  sufferings  of  the  Chero- 
kee nation.  Of  these  I had  been  previously  well 
informed.  In  common  with  a large  portion  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  I regretted  them,  and 
felt  the  sincerest  sympathy  with  you  on  account  of 
them.  I regretted  them,  not  only  because  of  their 
injustice,  but  because  they  inflicted  a deep  wound 
on  the  character  of  the  American  republic. 

I had  supposed  that  the  principles  which  had  uni- 
formly governed  our  relations  with  the  Cherokee 
and  other  Indian  nations  had  been  too  long  and  too 
firmly  established  to  be  disturbed  at  this  day. — 
They  were  proclaimed  in  the  negotiation  with 
Great  Britain  at  Ghent,  by  the  American  commis- 
sioners who  concluded  the  treaty  of  peace;  and 
having  been  one  of  those  commissioners,  I feel  with 
more  sensibility  than  most  of  my  fellow  citizens, 
any  violation  of  those  principles;  for  if  we  stated 
them  incorrectly,  we  deceived  Great  Britain;  and  if 
our  government  acts  in  opposition  to  them,  we  de- 
ceived the  world. 

According  to  those  principles,  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion has  the  right  to  establish  its  own  form  of  go- 
vernment, and  to  alter  and  amend  it  from  time  to 
time,  according  to  its  own  sense  of  its  own  wants; 
to  live  under  its  own  laws;  to  be  exempt  from  the 
operation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
any  individual  state;  to  claim  the  protection  of  the 
United  States;  and  quietly  to  possess  and  enjoy  its 
lands,  subject  to  no  other  limitation  than  that,  when 
sold,  they  can  only  be  sold  to  the  U.  States.  I con- 
sider the  present  administration  of  the  government 
of  the  United  States  as  having  announced  a system 
of  policy  in  direct  hostility  with  those  principles, 
ana  thereby  encouraging  Georgia  to  usurp  powers 
of  legislation  over  the  Cherokee  nation  which  she 
does  not  of  right  possess. 

Such  are  my  opinions,  which  are  expressed  at 
your  request;  but  they  are  the  opinions  of  a private 
individual,  which  can  avail  you  nothing. 

What  ought  the  Cherokees  to  do  in  their  present 
critical  situation?  is  a most  important  question  for 
their  consideration.  Without  being  able  to  advise 
them,  I see  very  clearly  what  they  ought  not  to  do. 
They  ought  not  to  make  war.  They  ought  to  bear 
every  oppression,  rather  than  fly  to  arms.  The 
people  of  the  United  States  are  alone  competent 
now  to  redress  these  wrongs;  and  it  is  to  be  hope*d 
that  they  will,  sooner  or  later,  apply  the  competent 
remedy. 

In  communicating  these  opinions  at  your  in- 
stance, I have  done  it  with  no  intention  that  they 
should  be  published.  A publication  of  them  might 
do  injury,  and  I therefore  request  that  it  be  not 
made. 

I feel  very  thankful  for  the  friendly  sentiments 
towards  myself,  which  you  have  expressed,  and  of- 
fer my  sincere  wishes  that  your  nation  finally  may 
obtain  justice  at  the  hands  of  the  United  States, 
and  may  become  a civilized,  Christian  and  prosper- 
ous community. 

I am,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  CLAY. 

Mr.  John  Gunter. 


POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

On  Monday,  the  24th  inst.  the  “democracy  of 
the  1st  congressional  district  of  Pennsylvania  as- 
sembled at  ine  Commissioners’  Hall,  in  Southwark, 
and  held  a great  festival  in  honor  of  the  victory 
gloriously  achieved  by  the  democracy  of  the  first 


district  over  the  combined  forces  of  anti-masons’ 
traitors,  apostates  and  mis-called  whigs 

When  the  cloth  was  removed,  answers  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  the  secretary  of  the  I 
treasury  and  the  navy  and  the  post  master  general, ! 
to  invitations  to  join  the  festival,  were  read.  The 
following  are  the  letters  of  the  president  and  post 
master  general: 

I Vashington,  Oct.  22,  1836. 

Gentlemen:  I have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  ot  the  19th  inst.  inviting 
me  to  unite  with  the  democratic  citizens  of  the  1st 
congressional  district  of  Pennsylvania,  in  celebrat- 
ing, on  Monday  next,  the  triumph  of  their  princi- 
ples in  the  recent  election  of  col.  Lemuel  Paynter. 

My  public  duties,  at  this  time,  not  admitting  of 
my  absence  from  this  place,  it  is  out  of  my  power 
to  accept  this  kind  invitation.  Be  pleased,  however, 
to  convey  to  the  citizens  of  the  district  the  assur- 
ance of  the  high  satisfaction  which  it  always  affords 
me  to  learn  that  the  schemes  of  those  who  seek  to 
obtain  power  against  the  will  of  the  people  have 
been  disappointed. 

I feel  thankful  for  the  evidence  which  your  letter 
contains  of  the  approbation  of  my  public  conduct, 
by  the  large  and  respectable  portion  of  my  fellow 
citizens  composing  the  first  congressional  district  of 
your  state,  who  are  represented  by  you  on  this  oc- 
casion. I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Messrs.  Wm.  W.  Chew,  John  Thompson  and  others, 
committee,  fyc. 

Washington,  Oct.  22 d,  1836. 

Gentlemen:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the 
19th  inst.  inviting  me  to  a celebration  of  the  late 
triumph  of  democracy,  kc.  to  be  held  on  the  24th 
inst.  in  the  first  congressional  district. 

Did  public  duties  permit  an  acceptance  of  your 
kind  invitation,  no  occasion  has  presented  itself 
since  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  on  which  it 
would  have  given  me  more  gratification  to  indulge 
in  festivity,  gratulation  and  triumph.  A direct  at- 
tempt has  been  made  to  govern  your  state  by  cor- 
ruption, and  it  has  been  rebuked  and  repelled  in  a 
spirit  worthy  of  ’76.  It  is  not  a triumph  of  one 
man  over  another;  it  is  a victory  of  principle  over 
profligacy — the  triumph  of  a virtuous  people  over 
concentrated  wealth,  mercenary  talent  and  licensed 
corruption.  It  affords  a brilliant  illustration  of  the 
purity  of  our  people,  and  is  a presage  of  the  neces- 
sary reform  and  enduring  stability  of  our  republican 
institutions. 

But  the  conquest  is  not  complete.  The  enemy 
you  have  vanquished  will  not  cease  to  be  dangerous 
until  he  ceases  to  exist.  Follow  him  up  with  blow 
after  blow  in  November  and  May,  until  he  shall  be 
exterminated  without  hope  of  resurrection. 

This  is  not  all.  Since  corruption  has  found  wings 
in  bank  notes,  liberty  needs  new  safeguards.  The 
principle  must  be  settled,  that  no  legislative  body 
can  grant  a charter  or  a privilege  which  any  subse- 
quent legislature  or  the  people  in  convention  may 
not  abrogate  or  recal.  The  idea  that  a corrupt  le- 
gislature may  sell  the  rights  of  the  people,  without 
redress,  is  monstrous.  If  the  people  tolerate  such 
rules  by  establishing  the  inviolability  of  charters, 
the  time  will  soon  come  when  they  will  have  no 
rights  to  sell.  A charter  confers  on  men  the  privi- 
lege of  using  their  property  in  a particular  way;  the 
repeal  of  a charter  does  not  destroy  their  property, 
but  only  prevents  their  using  it  longer  in  that  par- 
ticular way.  The  repeal  of  a bank  charter  destroys 
no  man’s  property:  if  it  'have  been  honestly  and 
prudently  conducted,  each  stockholder  will  receive 
back  the  money  he  vested  in  it,  and  may  use  it  in 
any  other  lawful  business.  When  banks  become 
corrupt  and  abuse  their  powers,  they  become  a pub- 
lic nuisance,  and  may  be  abated  by  the  same  pow- 
er which  prevents  private  citizens  from  so  using 
their  own  as  to  inflict  injury  on  their  neighbors. 

Whom  will  the  establishment  of  this  principle  in- 
jure? Not  the  farmers,  nor  the  mechanics,  nor  the 
laborers,  nor  any  other  man,  who,  content  with  pro- 
tection from  his  government,  relies  upon  himself 
alone  for  wealth  and  advancement.  It  would  only 
obstruct  those  who  seek  by  combinations  and  ex- 
clusive privileges  to  make  others  subservient  to  their 
will  and  auxiliary  to  their  aggrandizement.  And 
have  any  set  of  men  a right  to  complain  when  de- 
prived of  this  power?  The  tnaxim  of  a republican 
government  should  be,  protection  for  all— favors  for 
none. 

But  I have  not  time  to  pursue  this  glowing  theme. , 
In  conclusion,  please  accept  my  thanks  for  your 
kindness,  and  if  not  in  your  opinion  inexpedient, 
present  to  the  company  the  annexed  sentiment. 
With  high  regard,  your  ob’t  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 

Messrs.  Wm.  W.  Chew,  John  Thompson,  Geo.  C. 
Stevenson,  Jos.  M.  Doran,  Pierce  Butler. 


Pennsylvania — Honest,  firm  and  incorruptible — 
she  will  gloriously  close  the  war  with  corruption 
which  president  Jackson  so  fearlessly  began. 

By  the  company.  Hon.  Amos  Kendall,  postmaster 
general — Distinguished  alike  for  his  eminent  talents 
and  tlie  soundness  of  his  political  principles. 


Knoxville,  (Tcnn.)  Sepl  30th,  1S36. 

The  undersigned  citizens  of,  and,  for  many  years 
past,  residents  in  Knoxville,  have  noticed  an  edito- 
rial paragraph  in  the  “Standard  of  Union”  charging 
judge  White  with  being  favorable  to  free  negro  suf- 
frage and  asserting,  that  upon  one  occasion,  viz:  in 
1825,  he  actually  “locked  arms  with  a free  negro 
and  walked  with  him  to  the  ballot  box.”  The  same 
charge  substantially,  has  appeared  in  other  quart.  rs 
and  met  such  rebuke  as  its  falsehood  and  baseness 
merited.  Had  it  not  been  so  repeatedly  and  grave- 
ly urged,  in  portions  of  the  country  where  "judge 
White  is  personally  unknown,  the  undersigned 
would  not  have  deemed  it  necessary  or  proper  to 
bestow  any  notice  upon  a charge  which  is  here  uni- 
versally known  and  pronounced  to  be  false  and  un- 
founded in  every  respect.  No  man  in  this  commu- 
nity, however  credulous  he  may  be,  or  however 
much  he  may  be  prejudiced  against  judge  White, 
pretends  to  believe  or  countenance  the  aforesaid 
charge.  So  far  from  judge  White  taking  an  active 
part  in  the  canvass  of  1S25  it  is  known  to  all  here, 
that  he  was  so  indifferent  as  to  the  result,  that  he 
merely  voted  without  exercising  any  exertion  or  in- 
fluence whatever.  The  time  never  was  when  he 
would  have  condescended  to  act  in  the  manner  re- 
presented, and  more  especially  would  he  not  have 
done  so  on  the  occasion  specified.  The  individual 
who  gave  the  information  to  the  editor  of  the  “Stand- 
ard of  Union,”  has  either  been  imposed  upon  himself 
by  some  malignant  slanderer,  or  he  has  wilfully  and 
wickedly  given  currency  to  a base  falsehood.  The 
charge,  in  all  its  features,  is  a fabrication.  We 
make  this  assertion  confidently  and  challenge  con- 
tradiction from  any  respectable  source.  Judge 
White’s  opinions  and  principles  on  the  subject  of 
slavery  and  various  questions  connected  there- 
with, have  so  recently  been  expressed  by  himself 
in  his  public  capacity  that  it  is  superfluous  to  re- 
peat them. 

We  have  made  the  foregoing  statement  without 
the  knowledge  of  judge  White,  and  in  his  absence 
from  home,  deeming  it  but  a simple  act  of  justice 
due  from  his  neighbors  and  friends. 

JAMES  PARK,  WM.  G.  HOWELL, 

S.  D.  JACOBS,  MOSES  LINDSAY, 

W.  C.  MYNATT,  NICHOLAS  NELSON, 


W.  B.  REESE, 
LUKE  LEA, 
PRYOR  LEA, 
R.  KING, 


M.  D.  BEARDEN, 
ROB’T  TITUS, 
SMP.  BELL, 
PLEASANT  CIEW. 


Knoxville,  29th  Sept.  1836. 

In  the  Standard  of  Union,  a newspaper  publish- 
ed at  Milledgeville,  Georgia,  I have  seen  an  article 
asserting  that  in  1825,  in  a warmly  contested  elec- 
tion at  Knoxville,  in  which  col.  Williams  was  one 
of  the  candidates,  judge  White,  who  took  an  active 
part  for  his  brother-in-law,  locked  arms  with  a free 
negro  and  walked  with  him  to  the  ballot  box. — 
This  charge  is  said  to  rest  on  the  testimony  of  a re- 
spectable citizen  of  Georgia.  I was  myself  the  op- 
ponent of  col.  Williams  in  1825  and  it  was  a close- 
ly contested  election.  If  such  conduct  had  taken 
place  with  judge  White  and  a free  negro,  I have  no 
doubt  that  it  would  have  been  noticed  by  myself  or 
my  friends.  I never  heard  the  charge  against  the 
judge  until  I saw  it  in  the  paper  above  alluded  to. 
I am  therefore  inclined  to  believe  that  the  story  is 
without  foundation.  It  is  so  foreign  from  judge 
White’s  character  and  principles  to  have  acted  in 
the  way  represented  that,  a contradiction  of  the 
charge  where  he  is  known,  would  seem  to  be  en- 
tirely useless.  JAMES  ANDERSON. 

The  following  letter  was  addressed  by  general 
Harrison  to  a committee  of  the  citizens  of  York, 
Pa.  in  reply  to  a letter  requesting  information  in 
relation  to  a charge  of  his  political  opponents  that 
he  had  “wantonly  burned  a Moravian  town  in  Ca- 
nada, with  all  their  provisions,  and  that  but  for  the 
humanity  of  com.  Perry,  in  furnishing  them  with 
flour,  they  must  have'  perished  with  hunger.” 

’ York,  Oct.  8,  1836. 

Gentlemen:  In  answer  to  your  inquiry  in  re- 
lation to  the  burning  of  the  town  occupied  by  the 
Moravian  Indians,  near  to  the  scene  of  the  action 
of  the  river  Thames,  in  the  year  1813,  1 state,  that 
it  was  not  burned  by  my  order,  but  by  order  of  a 
major  general  of  the  Kentucky  militia,  after  I had 
left  the  army  on  my  return  to  Detroit.  This  gen- 
tleman has  always  been  opposed  to  me  in  politics. 
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but  although  he  was  blamed  by  others,  I thought 
he  was  perfectly  justifiable  in  doing  so,  because 
the  Indians  to  whom  it  belonged,  had  fought  against 
us  in  the  action,  and  if  the  town  had  been  left,  it 
would  have  afforded  a place  of  rendezvous  for  the 
hostile  Indians  during  the  winter,  which  would 
have  enabled  them  grsatly  to  annoy  our  outposts 
and  the  settlements  of  Detroit.  In  war,  nothing  is 
more  common  than  fhe  destruction  of  the  houses, 
even  of  our  friends,  where  they  can  be  used  to  ad- 
vantage by  the  enemy.  Thus  general  Jackson 
very  properly  destroyed  all  the  houses  of  Ameri- 
can citizens  in  front  of  his  lines  near  New  Orleans. 
No  general,  who  does  not  do  so,  w'here  the  neces- 
sity occurs,  w'ould  deserve  to  have  an  army  en- 
trusted to  him. 

I will  add,  that  there  were  no  provisions  or  stores 
of  any  kind  in  the  town,  as  they  had  all  been  con- 
sumed by  the  British  troops  and  Indians,  nor  was 
there  a barrel  of  (lour,  belonging  to  our  army,  w'ith- 
in  fifty  miles.  The  story,  therefore,  of  the  Mora- 
vians being  supplied  by  commodore  Perry,  is  a 
wilful  fabrication.  I am,  respectfully,  he. 

WM.  H.  HARRISON. 


From  the  Lexington  Observer  and  Reporter. 

Lexington,  Oct.  12 th,  1S36. 
Messrs.  Henry  Clay  and  Chilton  Allan, 
Gentlemen:  We  have  just  learned,  with  much 
surprise,  that  col.  R.  M.  Johnson,  in  his  election- 
eering stump  speeches,  for  the  office  of  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  asserts,  as  of  his  own 
knowledge,  that  his  competitor,  Francis  Granger, 
esq.  of  New  York,  the  whig  candidate,  is  an  abo- 
litionist, that  he  was  one  of  the  organs  of  that  party, 
and  maintained  abolition  opinions  and  principles  on 
the  floor  of  congress  last  winter.  As  we  know  you 
had  every  opportunity,  from  private  intercourse  as 
well  as  public,  to  become  possessed  of  the  opinions 
of  Mr.  Granger  on  this  subject,  we  beg  you  will 
give  them  to  us,  with  authority  to  present  them  to 
the  public.  Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c. 

B.  W.  DUDLEY, 

JAMES  E.  DAVIS, 
CHARLTON  HUNT, 
GEO.  C.  THOMPSON, 
GEO.  W.  ANDERSON, 
LESLIE  COMBS, 

R.  WICKL1FFE,  jr. 

A.  K.  WOOLLEY. 


Letter  from  col.  R.  M.  Johnson. 

Oalc  Woods,  Oct.  10(4,  1836. 

My  dear  sir:  It  is  my  intention  to  visit  my  dis- 
trict before  the  presidential  election  in  November. 
But  in  this  I may  be  disappointed;  and,  at  all  events, 
I cannot  gratify  my  wishes  in  this  respect  till  late 
in  October.  In  the  mean  time,  I taketne  liberty  to 
express  to  my  constituents,  through  you,  as  far  as 
practicable,  and  as  far  as  your  friendship  may  in- 
duce you  to  make  known  my  gratitude  to  them  for 
past  favors,  and  as  I have  never  done  any  thing  to 
forfeit  their  confidence,  to  appeal  to  them  for  their 
support,  in  the  coming  election  in  November,  as  it 
inav  be  the  last  time  they  will  ever  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  giving  evidence  to  the  world  that  I have 
never  lost  their  friendship  and  approbation. 

I do  not  consider  the  principles  of  party  politics  in- 
volved in  this  election;  but,  even  in  such  a case,  my 
friends  and  fellow  citizens  will  remember  that,  in 
serving  them,  I have  never  yielded  to  party  feelings 
or  party  considerations,  but  I have  served  them  faith- 
fully, without  respect  to  persons  or  politics.  Whe- 
ther I shall  get  the  vote  of  Kentucky,  my  native 
state,  or  not,  you  must  know  that  it  is  natural  that  I 
should  feel  great  anxiety  to  get  a large  vote  in  a 
district  which  I have  served  for  30  years.  I appeal, 
therefore,  to  that  kind  feeling  which  has  ever  existed 
between  my  constituents  arid  myself.  Excuse  this 
trouble,  and  believe  me,  truly  and  sincerely,  yours, 
RH.  M.  JOHNSON. 

N.  B.  Please  read  this,  when  convenient,  to  the 
citizens  of  your  neighborhood. 

Mr.  Adams  has  addressed  the  following  letter  to 
the  committee  ofan  anti-masonic  convention  lately 
held  at  Hanover. 

Quincy,  21  st  October,  1836. 
Messrs.  Benjamin  V.  French  and  Harvey  Field, 
committee  of  the  anti-masonic  convention,  held  at 
Hanover,  on  the  18/4  October,  1836. 

Gentlemen:  I have  received  with  sentiments 
of  grateful  sensibility,  the  copy  of  the  resolutions 
of  the  convention  held  at  Hanover  on  the  18th 
instant,  relating  to  myself,  and  communicated  to 
me  by  you.  Conscious  of  the  favorable  indulgence 
with  which  the  convention  has  been  pleased  to  es- 
timate my  services  as  the  representative  of  the  12th 
congressional  district  of  the  commonwealth,  in  the 
congress  of  the  United  States,  I am  sensible  that 
the  only  portion  of  that  approbation  which  they 
have  bestowed,  to  which  I can  have  a just  claim, 
is  that  which  regards  the  honesty  of  intention,  and 
the  assiduity  of  industry.  I receive  it  as  the  testi- 
monial of  the  kindness  which  has  been  extended  to 
me  by  the  convention  and  their  constituents,  and 
with  a confirmed  resolution  to  adhere,  as  long  as  I 
shall  remain  in  public  life,  to  those  principles  upon 
which  I have  hitherto  discharged  the  trust  com- 
mitted to  me  by  them.  With  regard  to  the  reso- 
lutions referring  to  the  election  of  a president  of 
the  United  States,  it  may  be  proper  for  me  to  say, 
that  the  only  contingency  upon  which  I may  be 
required  to  take  a part  in  it,  would  be  the  failure 
of  a choice  by  the  electoral  colleges,  thereby  de- 
volving it  upon  the  house  of  representatives,  in 
which  event,  entertaining  a respectful  opinion  of 
all  the  candidates  whose  names  may  be  returned  to 
the  house,  my  vote  would  be  given  in  favor  of  him 
whom  I shall  have  reason  to  believe  most  accepta- 
ble to  a majority  of  my  constituents,  the  people  of 
the  12th  congressional  district  of  Massachusetts. 

I am  with  great  respect,  gentlemen,  your  friend 
and  fellow  citizen, 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 


Ashland,  13/4  Oct.  1836. 

Gentlemen:  I have  received  your  note  of  yes- 
terday, stating  that  the  honorable  R.  M.  Johnson 
asserts,  as  of  his  own  knowledge,  that  his  competi- 
tor for  the  vice  presidency,  Francis  Granger,  esq. 
is  an  abolitionist,  that  he  was  the  organ  of  that  par- 
ty, and  that  he  maintained  abolition  principles  and 
opinions  on  the  floor  of  congress  last  winter;  and 
you  requested  me  to  communicate  his  opinions  on 
that  subject,  under  the  supposition  that  I had  every 
opportunity  of  becoming  possessed  of  them. 

I regret  that  the  short  interval  between  the  pre- 
sent time  and  the  period  of  the  election  does  not 
admit  of  your  obtaining  from  Mr.  Granger  himself 
a statement,  under  his  own  signature,  of  his  real 
sentiments,  and  laying  them  before  the  people. — 
This  consideration  reconciles  me  in  giving  an  an- 
swer, in  compliance  with  your  request. 

I cannot  but  persuade  myself  that  you  must  have 
been  misinformed  as  to  the  assertions  attributed  to 
col.  Johnson.  I think  he  could  hardly  have  made 
such  a great  mistake  in  imputing  opinions  to  a dis- 
tant and  absent  competitor,  who  had  no  opportunity 
of  answering  him. 

Abolition  was  an  engrossing  topic  of  private  con- 
versation and  public  debate  during  the  last  session 
of  congress.  I had  frequent  opportunities  in  social 
intercourse  with  Mr.  Granger,  and  in  his  public  dis- 
cussions, of  learning  his  opinions.  I understood 
him  clearly  and  distinctly  to  disapprove  of  all  inter- 
ference with  slavery,  as  it  exists  in  the  states  tole- 
rating that  institution,  either  on  the  part  of  congress 
or  the  northern  states.  And  I am  perfectly  sure 
that  it  is  altogether  inaccurate  to  say  that  he  is 
either  an  abolitionist  or  the  organ  of  the  abolition- 
ists. 

Numerous  petitions  were  presented  to  both  houses 
of  congress,  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
within  the  District  of  Columbia,  over  which  con- 
gress has  a right,  by  the  constitution,  to  legislate  in 
all  cases  whatever.  Mr.  Granger  and  many  other 
members  were  charged  with  presenting  some  of 
these  petitions.  Some  of  them  were  sent  to  me, 
and  I felt  it  a duty,  as  probably  others  did,  to  pre- 
sent them,  when  couched  in  respectful  language. 
It  was  the  subsequent  duty  of  congress  to  dispose 
of  them  as  might  seem  to  it  to  be  right.  A ques- 
tion having  been  made  as  to  the  reception  of  these 
petitions,  it  was  decided  by  a very  large  majority 
in  the  senate  that  the  petitioners  had  a constitu- 
tional right  to  offer  them.  The  same  opinion  pre- 
vailed in  the  house. 

I was  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  Gideon  Gran- 
ger, the  late  postmaster  general,  appointed  by  Mr. 
Jefferson.  He  was  the  father  of  Mr..  Francis 
Granger.  During  part  of  the  years  1813  and  1814 
my  family  and  that  of  Mr.  Gideon  Granger  resid- 
ed in  Washington  near  to  each  other.  We  were 
very  intimate,  and  I then  became  acquainted  with 
Mr.  Francis  Granger,  whom  I have  known  ever 
since.  And  I should  not  do  justice  in  concluding 
this  note,  without  bearing  testimony  to  his  high 
character,  his  great  abilities,  his  manly  and  uniform 
correct  deportment.  I have  found  him,  whether  in 
the  senate  of  New  York  or  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, with  unflinching  firmness,  supporting  those 
great  measures  of  national  policy  which  appeared 
to  me  best  adapted  to  strengthen  the  union  and  ad- 
vance the  common  prosperity.  I am,  gentlemen, 
with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  CLAY. 

Messrs.  Dudley,  Davis,  Anderson,  Wickliffe,  Hunt, 
Woolley,  Combs  and  Thomson. 


Winchester,  Oct.  14,  1836. 

Gentlemen:  Your  letter  of  the  12th  inst.  is  be- 
fore me;  in  reply  I have  to  say  that  during  the  last 
session  of  congress,  I learned  from  his  public 
speeches,  as  well  as  from  numerous  conversations, 
that  the  hon.  Francis  Granger,  of  New  York,  was 
opposed  to  abolition. 

He  maintained  the  opinion  in  public  and  private, 
that  congress  had  no  constitutional  power  to  inter- 
fere in  any  manner  whatever,  with  the  slave  pro- 
perty of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  With 
great  respect,  l am  your  obedient  humble  servant, 
CHILTON  ALLAN. 

To  Messrs.  B.  W.  Dudley,  James  E.  Davis,  fyc.  §c. 


“REFORM  OR  REVOLUTION”  IN  MARY- 
LAND. 

Public  meeting  in  Montgomery. 

Pursuant  to  public  notice,  inviting  the  voters  of 
the  2d  election  district  of  Montgomery  county,  to 
assemble  at  Mrs.  Cumming's  tavern  in  Clarksburg, 
on  Saturday  the  22d  instant,  “to  consider  the  pro- 
priety off  instructing  our  senatorial  elector  to  return 
to  Annapolis  and  unite  in  making  a senate.” 

A large  and  respectable  number  of  the  citizens  of 
said  district  assembled.  For  greater  convenience, 
the  meeting  adjourned  to  the  large  room  of  Mr.  Ste- 
phen Lewis,  where  the  meeting  was  organized  by 
calling  Lot  Linthicum,  esq.  to  the  chair  and  ap- 
pointing Leonidas  Willson,  esq.  secretary.  Upon 
motion  of  Robert  M.  Beam,  esq.  a committee  of 
seven  was  appointed  by  the  chair  to  propose  and 
submit  to  the  meeting  resolutions  for  their  consi- 
deration. Whereupon  the  chair  appointed  Robert 
M.  Beam,  Wm.  L.  Wilson,  Zachariah  Waters, 
Zachariah  Magruder,  Samuel  Blount,  Charles  H. 
Murphy,  Zadock  Summers,  said  committee,  who 
retired  and,  alter  some  deliberation,  reported  the 
following  resolutions,  which  were  unanimously 
adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  nineteen  electors,  by  refusing 
to  unite  in  electing  a senate,  have  violated  an  ex- 
press command  of  the  constitution;  have  wilfully 
abandoned  a high  public  duty;  have  disregarded 
their  engagements  with  their  constituents;  and 
have  arrogated  to  themselves  a power  destructive 
to  the  right  of  the  people,  and  fatal  to  the  existence 
of  all  good  government. 

Resolved  further,  That,  in  the  attempt  to  call  a 
convention,  as  the  only  means  by  whicn  we  can  be 
preserved  from  a state  of  anarchy,  the  consequence 
of  their  own  wilrul  and  deliberate  acts,  they  have 
usurped  the  sovereignty  of  the  people,  and  have  ad- 
ded insult  to  the  injury  which  their  own  criminal 
violation  of  duty  may  occasion. 

Resolved  further.  That  we  are  decidedly  opposed 
to  such  a convention  and  will  not  aid  in  its  forma- 
tion. 

Resolved  farther.  That  the  twenty-one  electors, 
by  their  steadfast  perseverance  in  holding  them- 
selves prepared  to  execute  the  high  trust  for  which 
they  had  been  appointed,  and  to  rescue  the  govern- 
ment from  the  revolutionizing  attempts  of  others, 
have  exemplified  the  true  spirit  of  patriotism,  and 
have  endeared  themselves  to  all  the  friends  of  law, 
and  all  true  lovers  of  their  country. 

Resolved  further.  That  we  view  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  John  S.  Sellman,  in  retracing  a step  which  he 
discovered  to  be  at  variance  with  the  wishes  of  his 
constituents,  as  an  evidence  of  consistency  of  prin- 
ciple in  the  man  who  professed  to  be  governed  by 
the  will  of  the  people — and  of  a noble  independence 
of1  character  in  him,  who  could  thus  dare  to  be.  the 
foremost  in  retracing  an  error  and  thus  sacrificing 
personal  feeling  at  the  shrine  of  duty. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  perseverance  of  Dr. 
Duvall  in  a course,  which  the  result  of  the  late  elec- 
tion, as  well  as  his  own  personal  observation,  must 
have  convinced  him  was  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
wishes  of  a large  majority  of  his  constituents,  indi- 
cates a total  disregard  for  the  rights  of  the  people, 
and  a determination  to  sacrifice  duty  and  principle 
to  the  attainments  of  political  ends. 

Resolved  further.  That  his  attempt  through  the 
medium  of  the  press,  to  impress  the  public  mind 
with  the  belief  wholly  unwarranted  and  unfounded, 
that  the  “people  of  Montgomery”  have  yielded  “a 
generous  and  prompt  approbation  to  his  course,”  we 
can  view  with  no  other  feelings  than  those  of  regret 
and  indignation. 

Resolved  farther,  That  as  it  is  the  wish  not  only 
of  this  meeting,  but  we  believe  of  a large  majority 
of  the  people  of  this  county,  that  Dr.  Duvall  should 
return  to  Annapolis  and  unite  in  electing  a senate, 
this  duty  he  is  earnestly  requested  to  perform. 

After  the  above  proceedings  were  had,  the  meet- 
ing was  addressed  by  Anthony  Kimmel  and  Richard 
I.  Bowie,  esqs.  On  motion. 
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Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting 
be  signed  by  the  chairman  and  secretary,  and  pub- 
lished in  the  Maryland  Journal,  National  Intelligen- 
cer, Baltimore  Patriot  and  Chronicle. 

LOT  LINTI-IICUM,  chairman. 

Leonidas  Willson,  secretary. 


$7,500,  the  defendant  should  sell  it  to  him.  The  | rnent:  we  immcdiahly  made  all  po-sible  ail.  i:i 
plaintiff  went  into  possession  of  the  premises  on  the  I hopes  to  join  it,  but  tins  we  were  prevented  from  by 
first  of  May,  and  on  the  15th  of  the  following  Oc- 1 the  wind  dying  away.  The  smoke  continued  to 
tober  served  a written  notice  on  the  defendant, 1 ascend  till  4,  (with  the  sime strength  it  did  at  first), 
stating  his  intention  to  purchase  the  house  at  the  I at  which  time  it  cc-ased,  xcept  at  intervals,  till  C, 
price  agreed  on,  and  requesting  the  defendant  to!  when  it  again  broke  out  vith  redoubled  violence. 


GREAT  FRAUD. 

The  fraud  described  in  the  annexed  article  has 
excited  more  than  ordinary  attention  in  New  York: 
From  the  Journal  of  Commerce. 

POLICE  OFFICE,  OCT.  29. 

Extensive  frauds.  An  investigation  is  going  on 
at  the  police,  from  which  it  appears  that  some  of 
the  importing  merchants  of  the  city  have  been  de- 
frauded to  a very  large  amount  by  two  store  keep- 
ers in  Broadway.  The  accused  parties  are  Richard 
Venables  of  255  Broadway,  and  his  brother-in-law 
John  Pemberton  late  of  575  Broadway.  Venables 
and  Pemberton  are  Englishmen,  and  but  a short 
time  in  this  country.  Some  months  back  they 
opened  silk  mercery  and  dry  goods  stores  in  Broad- 
way, on  an  extensive  scale,  and  at  first  purchased 
goods  for  cash,  and  then  on  short  credits,  until  they 
lormed  a character  for  stability,  and  having  done  so, 
they  obtained  goods  to  the  amount  of  about  $20,000 
from  different  merchants  in  the  city.  About  a fort- 
night back,  Pemberton  shut  up  his  store  and  start- 
ed! for  England,  having  first  disposed  of  his  stock, 
amounting  to  more  than  $100,000,  which  he  got  se 
cretly  conveyed  away  from  his  premises.  When 
his  flight  became  known  to  his  creditors  they  made 
enquiries  about  the  matter,  and  learned  that  a large 
and  valuable  portion  of  Pemberton’s  stock  was  con- 
veyed from  his  store  by  a carmau  at  a late  hour  of 
the  night  previous  to  his  absconding.  His  credi- 
tors, consequently  offered  a reward  of  $500  for  the 
discovery  of  the  carman,  and  Mr,  A.  M.  Smith,  of 
the  police  office,  was  fortunate  enough  to  find  him, 
and  learned  from  him  that  on  the  nignt  in  question 
he  brought  the  goods  from  Pemberton’s  store  to 
that  of  Venables,  and  had  carried  them  into  his 
store  through  a private  passage  leading  into  it  from 
Peale’s  museum,  and  also  that  a clerk  of  Pem- 
berton’s named  Potts,  had  assisted  him  in  convey 
ing  away  the  goods.  Mr.  Smith  intimated  the  in 
formation  he  had  thus  obtained  to  Pemberton’s  cre- 
ditors, and  on  last  Wednesday  night  Venables  was 
requested  to  call  at  the  house  of  Mr.  A.  J.  Brown 
of  the  firm  of  Ramsdell  k Brown,  corner  of  Cedar 
and  William  streets,  where  he  accordingly  went 
and  was  asked  for  an  explanation  relative  to  the  in 
formation  which  was  obtained  from  the  carman 
Venables  denied  positively  having  received  any 
property  from  Pemberton,  but  acknowledged  that 
carman  brought  some  articles  to  his  store  in  the 
manner  above  mentioned,  but  stated  that  they  con 
sisted  only  of  some  trunks  belonging  to  his  sister 
As  nothing  satisfactory  could  be  elicited  from  Ve 
nables,  the  ensuing  day  some  of  Pemberton’s  credi 
tors  took  out  writs  of  replevin,  and  searched  Vena- 
bles’ premises,  where  they  found  large  quantities  of 
goods,  which  had  been  sold  to  Pemberton  by  Rams- 
del  & Brown,  and  Mr.  A.  Lawrence,  of  Cedar 
street.  There  were  also  other  goods  found,  which 
Pemberton  had  purchased  from  different  merchants 
in  this  city,  and  amongst  them  a quantity  of  linen 
which  he  bought  from  Mr.  William  Redmond.— 
The  latter  article  Venables  asserted  he  bought  from 
gome  person  who  brought  it  from  England,  and  in 
support  of  his  assertion  he  produced  a bill  of  it. 
dated  the  4th  of  September,  but  Mr.  Redmond 
positive  they  were  in  his  store  the  12th  of  Septe 
ber.  According  to  the  carman’s  account,  he  must 
have  carried  more  than  $100,000  worth  of  goods 
from  Pemberton’s  store  to  that  of  Venables.  As 
all  these  circumstances  made  it  pretty  clear  that 
Venables  and  Pemberton  had  conspired  to  defraud 
the  merchants,  Venables  was  taken  into  custody  on 
Friday,  and  ordered  to  find  ball  in  $10,000,  and  in 
default  thereof  was  committed  to  prison.  He  has 
since,  it  is  said,  offered  to  assign  over  all  Iris  pro- 
perty for  the  benefit  of  Pemberton’s  and  his  own 
creditors,  but  it  is  thought  his  offer  will  not  be  ac- 
cepted. Besides  the  goods  from  Pemberton’s,  which 
were  found  at  Venables’,  upwards  of  ten  thousand 
dollars  worth  have  been  found  at  a house  in  Chat- 
ham street. 


LAW  CASE. 

SUPERIOR  COURT  OF  NEW  Y ORJC — -JUDGE  JONES 
PRESIDING. 

Peter  F.  Exccn  vs.  John  Wood.  This  was  an  ac- 
tion to  recover  damages  for  breach  of  an  agreement 
relative  to  the  sale  of  a house. 

On  the  28th  of  January,  1835,  the  plaintiff  en- 
tered into  a written  agreement  with  the  defendant 
to  rent  a house  from  him  in  Madison  street,  for  two 
years  from  the  ensuing  May,  with  a proviso  that 
if  within  six  months  from  May,  the  plaintiff  wish- 
ed to  purchase  the  house  and  lot  lor  the  sum  of 


have  the  deed  of  transfer  prepared.  Conformably 
to  this  notice  the  plaintiff  called  on  the  defendant 
on  the  17th  of  October,  and  tendered  him  $7,500 
and  demanded  a deed  of  the  house.  The  defendant 
refused  to  sell  him  the  house,  as  he  had  already  sold 
to  his  son,  but  offered  to  give  the  plaintiff  another 
house  of  equal  value.  The  plaintiff  refused  to  take 
any  house  but  the  one  in  question,  and  the  matter 
rested  so  until  the  following  December,  when  the 
plaintilf  commenced  the  present  suit  against  the 
defendant,  who,  the  day  after  the  suit  was  com- 
menced, ottered  to  make  good  his  agreement. — 
Four  witnesses  were  produced  by  the  plaintiff,  who 
stated  that  the  house  and  lot  were  worth  from  9 to 
$10,000  in  October,  1S35,  and  the  plaintilf  now- 
sought  to  recover  the  difference  between  that  sum 
and  $7,500,  for  which  the  defendant  had  agreed  to 
sell  him  the  house. 

This  w-as  the  case  for  the  plaintiff.  Counsel  for 
the  defendant  moved  for  a non  suit,  on  the  ground 
that  as  the  plaintiff’  had  given  no  consideration  for 
the  contract,  it  was  a mere  privilege  given  him  by 
the  defendant,  and  not  binding  on  the  latter  by  law. 

The  court  overruled  this  motion,  and  several 
witnesses  were  then  examined  for  the  defence,  ac- 
cording to  whose  testimony  the  house  and  lot  were 
not  worth  more  than  $7,500,  or  at  the  most  $8,000, 
in  October,  1835.  The  defendant’s  son  deposed 
that  he  had  been  always  willing  to  transfer  the  pre- 
mises to  the  plaintiff.  But  it  did  not  appear  that 
an  offer  to  do  so  was  ever  made  on  the  part  of  the 
defendant  until  after  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
sent suit.  It  wras,  however,  admitted  on  the  part 
of  the  plaintiff,  that  the  defendant  in  selling  the 
house  to  his  son,  had  not  acted  in  bad  faith  to  the 
plaintiff’. 

The  court  charged  the  jury,  that  the  first  ques- 
tion was,  whether  the  defendant  was  liable  to  pay 
damages?  And  the  2d,  what  was  the  rule  of  da- 
mages? The  court  had  dismissed  the  first  question 
by  saying  that  the  agreement  was  as  binding  on  the 
defendant  as  if  the  plaintiff  w’as  bound  to  take  the 
house.  It  was  alleged  on  the  part  of  the  defendant, 
that  although  he  was  bound  to  give  a deed  of  the 
house,  yet,  as  his  refusal  to  do  so,  was  not  founded 
in  bail  faith,  the  plaintiff  was  only  entitled  to  no- 
minal damages,  as  he  sustained  no  loss  except  the 
profit  which  he  might  have  made  on  the  purchase. 
The  court,  however,  did  not  think  so.  If  a man 
agrees  to  sell  a property,  which  he  thinks  he  has  a 
right  to  sell,  and  when  called  on  to  do  so,  finds  that 
he  has  no  authority,  he  is  not  liable  for  any  da- 
mages except  what  had  been  actually  sustained, 
and  not  for  any  rise  which  might  have  occurred  in 
the  value,  as  he  had  acted  in  good  faith.  But  this 
was  not  the  case  in  the  present  instance.  If  the 
plaintiff  had  no  authority  to  sell  the  property  in 
October,  it  was  his  own  fault,  and  he  was  liable  to 
damages.  Tl\e  next  question  was  what  amount  of 
damages  ought  to  be  given.  The  witnesses  for  the 
plaintiff  valued  the  property  at  from  9,000  to  10,000 
dollars,  while  the  witnesses  for  the  defence  valued 
it  at  only  $7,500  or  $8,000  at  the  utmost.  If  the 
jury  thought  that  the  property  was  intrinsically 
worth  any  sum  over  $7,500,  in  October,  they  would 
give  the  plaintilf  a verdict  for  the  difference;  but  if 
they  believed  that  the  property  was  only  worth 
$7,500,  a verdict  for  the  plaintilf  for  six  cents. 
Verdict  for  the  plaintilf,  $250. 

[Jour  of  Com. 


VOLCANOES  IN  THE  SEA. 

Our  readers  will  recollect  the  remarkable  occur- 
rence which  took  place  some  time  last  year,  of  the 
sudden  rising  up,  out  of  the  bosom  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean sea,  of  an  island,  formed  bv  the  action  of  a 
volcano.  A friend  has  handed  us  the  annexed  ac- 
count of  a similar  phenomenon,  which  was  wit- 
nessed some  years  ago  in  the  Atlantic,  and  which 
may  possess  interest  for  the  general  reader.  The 
account  is  from  the  pen  of  an  officer  of  the  British 
ship  of  war  Sabrina.  The  Mediterranean  forma- 
tion sunk  and  disappeared  almost  as  rapidly  as  it 
rose.  Whether  the  one  described  below  was  equal- 
ly evanescent,  or  whether  it  still  exists,  we  do  not 
know.  [Nat.  Int. 

H.  M.  S.  Sabrina,  15 Ih  July,  1811, 

It  gives  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  have  it  in  my 
power  to  write  on  so  interesting  a subject  as  you 
will  find  in  the  following  lines.  On  Sunday,  the 
16th  June,  (being  bound  from  Fayal  to  St.  Mi- 
chael’s, and  in  sight  of  the  latter),  at  1 P.  M.  we 
observed  two  separate  columns  of  white  smoke 
arising  from  the  sea,  off  the  west  end  of  St.  Mi- 
chael’s, which  appeared  very  much  like  an  engage- 


It  had  now  continued  about  5 hours,  which  we  con- 
cluded was  too  long  for  an  action,  and  that  it  was  a 
volcano;  but  we  were  too  far  distant  to  sec  the  part 
of  the  island  from  whence  it  arose. 

In  the  above  manner  it  continued  to  arise  till 
dark,  when  we  lost  sight  of  it,  except  sometimes 
that  it  was  rendered  visible  by  flashes  ol  lightning, 
which  seemed  to  ascend  in  the  smoke.  During  the 
night  a breeze  sprung  up,  and  od  the  17th,  at  6 A. 

M.  we  were  close  in  with  St.  Michael’s,  and  S or 
9 miles  from  the  volcano,  which  appeared  to  be  1 
1-2  or  two  miles  from  the  nearest  part  of  the  island, 
and  still  raged  in  a most  majestic  and  awful  man- 
ner. At  9 we  anchored  oil’  the  town,  and  the  Bri- 
tish consul  came  on  board,  who  informed  us  the 
smoke  wa9  first  seen  to  arise  on  the  14th  June, 
previous  to  which  they  had  sustained  several  very 
severe  shocks  of  earthquakes,  so  much  so  that  ti  e 
destruction  of  the  whole  island  was  greatly  dread- 
ed; but  they  had  now  ceased,  to  the  great  satisfac- 
tion of  the  inhabitants.  From  our  anchorage  we 
could  not  see  the  volcano,  but  the  smoke  continued 
to  arise  over  the  land  in  immense  clouds,  all  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day.  The  18th,  the  captain  and 
some  of  the  officers  went  to  the  west  end  of  the 
island,  where  they  saw  the  volcano  still  throwing  up 
(from  under  water)  vast  columns  of  smoke,  to- 
gether with  stones,  cinders,  ashes,  kc.  Whilst  they 
were  observing  it,  they  were  surprised  with  the 
shocks  of  earthquakes,  one  of  them  more  than 
slight.  At  11  A.  M.  they  saw  the  mouth  of  the 
volcano  or  crater,  just  show  ing  itself  above  the  sur- 
face of  the  sea,  and  christened  it  Sabrina  island. — 
There  were  formerly  40  fathoms  over  the  spot  the 
volcano  arose  from.  When  the  captain  and  officers 
returned,  which  was  3 P.  M.  they  left  Sabrina 
island  about  30  feet  high,  and  a furlong  in  length. 
The  19th  we  weighed  and  made  sail  toward  Sabrina 
island,  having  on  board  lour  or  five  ladies,  the  Bri- 
tish consul  and  five  or  six  other  gentlemen.  At  1 1 
A.  M.  we  w ere  about  five  or  six  miles  from  Sabrina 
island,  which  then  appeared  50  or  55  feet  in  height, 
and  two  thirds  of  a mile  in  length.  Before  12  we 
were  within  3 miles  of  it,  directly  to  leeward,  when 
the  clouds  of  smoke,  having  drawn  up  several  water 
spouts,  which,  spreading  in  the  air,  occasioned  a 
shower  of  rain  to  fall,  together  with  a great  quanti- 
ty of  fine  black  sand,  w-hich  had  been  carried  up 
with  the  smoke,  descended  with  the  rain,  so  much 
as  to  completely  cover  our  decks.  We  remained 
about  three  or  four  miles  from  it  the  rest  of  the  day. 
At  4 P.M.  a very  great  eruption  took  place;  vast 
quantities  of  black  smoke  were  thrown  perpendicu- 
larly up  ( notwithstanding  there  being  a fresh  breeze) 
with  incredible  velocity,  pillar  after  pillar,  in  con- 
tinued succession,  hurling  out  at  the  same  time  a 
great  number  of  large  stones,  some  of  w hich  I saw 
fall  into  the  sea  more  than  a mile  from  the  volcano. 
When  the  black  smoke  had  arisen  to  its  greatest 
height,  (which  was  more  than  double  as  high  as  any 
part  of  St  Michael’s  it  fell  into  the  sea,  where  it 
left  all  the  cinders,  ashes,  See.  that  were  too  heavy 
to  remain  in  the  air,  and  then  arose  in  a white 
cloud,  and  was  carried  away  to  leeward.  We  re- 
mained at  sea  all  night,  and,  being  near  enough,  we 
could  see  the  smoke,  which,  being  frequently  illu- 
minated by  flashes  of  lightning  ascending  from  the 
volcano,  and  the  fall  of  red  hot  stones  from  an 
amazing  height,  exhibited  a pleasingly  awful  scene. 

The  20th,  at  8 A.  M.  we  came  to  in  the  roads  of 
Ponta  Delgada,  having  left  Sabrina  island  at  5,  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  high,  and  almost 
a mile  long,  still  raging  w ith  great  violence,  and 
continuing  to  increase  in  size.  We  arrived  at  Fa  val 
the  28th.  and  having  watered,  we  sailed  on  the  30th 
for  St.  Michael’s,  leaving  the  consul  at  Fayal,  and 
two  of  his  daughters  oik  board  for  a passage.  On 
the  4th  of  July  vve  were  close  in  with  St.  Michael's, 
and  about  seven  or  eight  miles  from  Sabrina  island, 
which  was  perfectly  quiet.  At  10  A.  M.  wchoistcd 
out  the  gig,  and  the  captain,  the  consul,  master, 
purser  and  myself  went  to  see  if  there  was  a possi- 
bility of  landing.  On  our  near  approach  to  the  island, 
we  found  it  surrounded  with  a very  narrow  steep 
beach  of  ashes,  with  a great  deal  of  surf  on,  which  oc- 
casioned a little  difficulty  in  landing.  When  we  got 
on  the  beach,  we  found  the  cliffs,  or  bank,  (which 
was  composed  of  fine  black  ashes  and  sulphur,  with 
a few  cinders  and  dross  of  iron),  altogether  inac- 
cessible, except  in  one  part,  which  we  ascended 
with  great  difficulty,  the  ashes  giving  way  at  every 
step  we  took,  till  it  got  so  very  hot  to  our  feet  that 
we  ware  glad  to  return.  We  then  walked  round  to 
the  side  toward  the  island  St.  Michael’s;  hut  before 
I proceed,  I will  describe  its  situation  more  fully. 
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It  is  about  a mile  and  a half  from  the  west  end  of 
St.  Michael’s,  its  circumference  is  more  than  two 
miles,  the  steepness  of  the  did' renders  it  inaccessi- 
ble, and  its  height  is  more  than  two  hundred  feet. 
On  the  side  toward  St.  Michael’s  it  is  quite  open, 
that  being  the  weather  side  when  it  was  raging; 
here  we  saw  the  mouth  of  the  crater,  but  it  has  now 
the  appearance  of  a basin,  being  full  ot  boiling  hot 
water,  from  which  there  runs  a continual  stream  of 
boiling  water  into  the  sea;  and  at  the  distance  of 
fifty  yards  out  the  water  abreast  this  place  is  too 
hot  to  keep  one’s  hand  in  it.  When  we  came  to 
the  stream  we  could  not  cross  it,  but  walked  round 
the  island  to  the  other  side,  where,  after  considera- 
ble difficulty,  we  got  on  an  eminence  about  fifty 
feet  high;  here  we  set  up  our  flag  staff  and  hoisted 
the  union,  taking  possession  ot  the  island  in  the 
name  of  his  Britannic  majesty.  In  many  places 
the  cliff  was  30  hot  that  we  could  not  bear  to  touch 
it,  anil  the  smoke  still  issued  from  the  back  part  of 
the  crater,  which  induced  us  to  think  it  must  soon 
break  out  again.  In  short,  the  whole  island  is  but 
a crater,  the  cliif  being  the  walls  of  it,  for  it  is  as 
steep  inside  as  outside.  After  we  had  taken  some 
samples  of  the  different  sorts  of  stone  we  found,  we 
returned  on  board,  and  next  morning  anchored  at 
St.  Michael’s,  where  we  learned  we  were  the  first 
that  ever  set  foot  on  Sabrina  island,  and  of  course 
had  an  undoubted  authority  to  name  it. 


DISTRESSING  CASUALTY 
From,  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser. 

We  find  in  our  late  Paris  papers  the  following 
particulars  of  a painful  disaster  which  occurred 
near  Lyons.  Tire  result  of  the  eiforts  to  relieve  the 
sufferer  was  not  known  at  the  date  of  the  latest  pa- 
pers. 

Lyons,  September  6. 

Last  Sunday  a tragical  event  happened  on  an  es- 
tate situated  at  Champver.  Some  workmen  em- 
ployed in  digging  a well  in  a sandy  and  loose  soil, 
had  reached  a depth  of  63  feet,  when  they  thought 
they  perceived  the  drums,  which  are  used  to  pre- 
vent the  sand  from  breaking  in,  bending,  and  fear- 
ed that  they  were  just  ready  to  yield  to  the  pres- 
sure of  the  weight  around  them.  The  workmen 
made  haste  to  reascend;  hut,  in  their  haste,  they 
left  at  the  bottom  of  the  well  some  of  their  valuable 
tools. 

The  contractor,  wishing  to  repair  this  forgetful- 
ness, went  down  himself  to  bring  up  the  tools;  but, 
on  arriving  at  about  three-quarters  the  depth,  a part 
of  the  drum  gave  way,  the  ground  crumbled  in,  and 
shut  out  all  retreat  from  the  imprudent  man,  to 
whom  there  remained  no  means  of  communication 
with  the  outside,  except  from  the  crevices  left  in 
the  wood- work  which  had  served  to  form  the  drum. 
In  this  position  he  still  remains.  He  can. speak, 
and  is  able  to  receive  food  and  drink,  which  is  sent 
down  to  him  to  support  him  until  his  deliverance 
can  be  effected.  The  efforts  which  have  been  made 
for  this  purpose,  during  the  whole  of  yesterday, 
have  been  fruitless,  and  the  unfortunate  man  has 
pissed  the  whole  night  in  this  horrible  position. — 
This  morning  they  nave  continued  their  exertions. 
As  it  is  manifestly  impossible  to  save  him  by  im- 
mediately clearing  out  the  well,  it  has  been  deter- 
mined to  dig  another  by  the  side  of  the  first.  Some 
workmen  of  the  school  of  civil  engineers  have  en- 
tered on  this  labor,  which  cannot  be  finished  till  to- 
morrow. 

September  8.  We  give  some  new  details  respect- 
ing the  contractor  who  is  buried  under  the  crumb- 
ling of  a well.  Suspended  in  an  abyss,  and  threat- 
ened every  moment  with  a dreadful  death,  Dufavel 
(this  is  the  name  of  the  unfortunate  inan)  shows 
great  coolness  and  courage.  He  can  communicate 
verbally  with  men  who  descend  into  the  upper  part 
of  the  well,  which  remains  undisturbed;  and  in  this 
way  he  has  received  a visit,  at  his  own  request, 
from  M.  Thevenet,  the  vicar  of  the  parish  of  St. 
Just,  who  did  not  hesitate,  notwithstanding  the  dan- 
ger of  the  attempt,  to  descend  into  the  neighbor- 
hood of  this  unfortunate  man,  and  bestow  on  him 
the  consolations  of  his  holy  office.  Dufavel  has 
sent  up  all  the  valuables  he  had  about  him,  such  as 
his  watch,  his  silver  money,  ear-rings,  he.  He 
kept  nothing  but  his  knife  to  use,  as  he  says,  to  put 
a period  to  his  miseries,  if  he  should  perceive  that 
all  the  efforts  for  his  deliverance  prove  fruitless. — 
He  recommends  them  not  to  work  over  his  head, 
and  has  pointed  out,  as  the  only  means  for  his  res- 
cue, that  they  should  dig  a well  parallel  with  the 
first,  with  which  they  can  open  a communication 
by  means  of  a subterranean  gallery.  The  public 
authorities  have  displayed  a praiseworthy  zeal  on 
on  this  occasion.  M.  Chinard,  a physician,  and  one 
of  the  city  government  of  Lyons,  has  not  quitted 
the  spot  since  the  disaster,  and  he  is  accompanied 
by  other  members  of  the  government.  They  en- 
courage the  workmen,  who,  to  the  number  of  eight, 


work  day  and  night,  with  the  soldiers  of  the  engi- 
neer department,  under  the  orders  of  an  officer  and 
of  the  head  engineer.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  these 
labors  may  have  a favorable  result.  At  the  hour  at 
which  we  write,  they  have  not  succeeded  in  disen- 
gaging Dufavel.  They  do  not  even  hope  to  reach 
him  until  to-morrow. 

September  9.  The  unfortunate  Dufavel  is  not  yet 
released  from  the  well  where  he  was  buried  alive 
several  days  since.  Yesterday  evening  the  work- 
men of  the  Croix  Ronsse  had  dug  a well  parallel  to 
to  that  in  which  the  crumbling  took  place,  and  had 
reached  a depth  equal  to  that  of  the  first,  and  were 
employed  in  digging  a horizontal  passage  to  free 
their  unfortunate  companion,  when  a sudden  crumb- 
ling forced  them  to  ascend  in  haste,  and  abandon 
entirely  the  work  they  had  begun.  There  remains 
now  no  hope  except  from  the  well  undertaken  by 
the  workmen  of  the  civil  engineers,  whiph  cannot 
be  finished  until  to-merrow. 

September  10.  The  unfortunate  Dufavel  is  not 
yet  released  from  his  horrible  prison;  but  the  engi- 
neers who  are  laboring  to  deliver  him,  hope  to 
reach  him  in  the  course  of  the  day.  This  evening 
he  will  be  saved  or  lost.  His  courage  keeps  up; 
he  has  not,  for  a moment,  been  delirious,  and  he 
gives  directions  as  to  the  method  of  working  most 
likely  to  succeed  in  giving  him  relief.  He  eats 
with  good  appetite,  and  asks  for  food.  His  limbs 
are  less  pressed  than  for  some  days  past.  He  cut 
away  with  a knife  a hoop  of  the  cask  which  pressed 
upon  him.  Though  seated  on  the  sand,  and  bent 
down,  he  is  able  to  change  his  position  in  some 
measure. 

September  11.  In  the  course  of  the  day  yester- 
day, Dufavel  became  indisposed;  his  voice  was 
changed,  and  he  found  difficulty  in  speaking;  he  is 
most  incommoded  by  the  pressure  on  one  of  his 
legs,  on  which  he  is  seated,  and  which  he  can 
scarcely  move.  During  the  night  he  cut  away  with 
his  knife  some  of  the  wood  which  embarrassed  him. 
“I  worked  so  hard,”  said  he,  “that  I moistened  mv 
shirt  with  perspiration;  but,  as  I could  not  sleep,  it 
was  as  well  to  work.”  This  morning  he  is  better; 
he  breakfasted  with  a good  appetite.  One  of  his 
cousins,  a well  digger,  like  himself,  descended  to 
speak  to  him.  He  expressed  a desire  not  to  be  de- 
ceived as  to  his  situation,  and  said,  “You  see  I do 
not  lose  courage.”  On  being  told  tliat  they  hoped 
to  get  him  out  on  Saturday,  he  said,  “That  it  will 
he  more  than  eight  days,  but  I can  wait  until  then.” 
He  afterwards  spoke  of  his  wife:  “Tell  her  (said 
he  to  his  cousin)  that  I have  good  courage,  and  that 
she  must  not  be  distressed.”  The  interest  that  the 
whole  city  takes  in  the  horrible  position  of  Dufavel 
increases  every  day.  Several  charitable  persons 
cause  masses  to  be  said  in  churches  for  his  deliver- 
ance. Last  night  the  civil  engineers  who  are  at 
work  on  the  gallery  were  on  the  point  of  reaching 
the  gallery  where  he  is  buried,  when  a considera- 
ble quantity  of  an  almost  fluid  sand  crumbled  in 
suddenly,  and  made  ten  or  twelve  hours  of  labor 
necessary  to  bring  them  to  the  point  they  had  be- 
fore reached.  They  are  now  very  near  the  unfor- 
tunate man,  but  they  must  advance  with  infinite 
precaution,  and  very  slowly. 

September  12.  We  cannot  yet  announce  the  de- 
liverance of  Dufavel.  The  engineers  advance  but 
very  slowly,  on  account  of  the  sandy  soil  in  which 
they  are  making  a gallery.  They  have  four  or  five 
feet  horizontal  distance  to  clear  before  reaching  the 
cavity  where  the  unfortunale  man  is  pressed,  in  a 
position  which  grows  more  and  more  painful. — 
They  are  unable  to  advance  more  than  two  inches 
in  an  hour.  They  have  planned  the  work  so  as  to 
reach  the  back  of  Dufavel  at  the  height  of  his 
shoulders.  At  the  moment  they  reach  him,  he  must 
be  seized  and  dragged  backwards  with  great  promp- 
titude into  the  passage  made  by  the  miners,  other- 
wise he  must  infallibly  be  swallowed  up  by  the 
crumbling  which  will  take  place  at  the  moment 
they  pierce  the  moveable  walls  of  his  subterranean 
retreat.  It  is  easy  to  judge  the  difficulty  of  such  a 
labor  at  63  feet  perpendicular  depth,  with  similar 
means,  and  in  such  a position,  and  the  danger  in 
which  the  unfortunate  man  is  placed  so  near  his  de- 
liverance or  his  death.  The  interest  taken  by  our 
citizens  in  the  fate  of  Dufavel  is  intense.  The  ter- 
ritory of  Champver  is  a dependency  of  the  city  of 
Lyons,  and  the  charge  of  delivering  Dufavel  de- 
volves on  our  government,  who  have  spared  no  ex- 
ertions to  effect  this  object.  The  population  of  the 
city  crowd  to  the  spot:  there  are  never  less  than  se- 
ven or  eight  hundred  individuals  assembled  there; 
all  the  roads  leading  to  the  place,  particularly  the 
one  from  Lyons,  is  constantly  crowded  with  people 
going  and  returning,  It  has  been  necessary  to 
place  barriers  at  fifty  paces  distance  from  the  open- 
ing of  the  well,  and  to  place  a guard  of  soldiers  to 
restrain  the  curious,  and  prevent  their  breaking 
through  the  barriers,  and  interrupting  the  work- 


men. Collectors  on  the  spot  have  received  very 
considerable  presents  for  the  benefit  of  the  unfor- 
tunate Dufavel  and  his  family. 

P.  S.  They  announce  that  the  deliverance  of  Du- 
favel is  momentarily  established. 

A Lyons  paper  says:  “Yesterday  morning  Dufa- 
vel asked  again  lor  the  vicar  Thevenet,  and  receiv- 
ed a visit  from  him.  M.  Chinard  sent  down  to  him 
a double  portion  of  hot  wine.  One  of  our  richest 
and  most  charitable  ladies  has  visited  Dufavel,  and 
promised  to  take  on  herself  the  care  of  providing 
for  all  his  wants  when  he  is  relieved.” 


INTERESTING  NATURAL  PHENOMENON. 

On  Wednesday  before  the  last,  I had  the  good 
fortune  to  witness,  in  conjunction  with  several 
friends,  the  most  splendid  mirage  I ever  beheld. 
This  interesting  spectacle  known  under  the  names 
of  the  Spectre  of  the  Brocken,  Fata  Morgana  and 
Spectre  Ships,  is  much  more  frequent  than  is  gene- 
rally supposed,  and  though  now  divested  of  i;s  su- 
pernatural character  by  the  searching  scrutiny  of 
science,  is  yet  an  object  of  intense  delight  to  the 
philosopher  and  the  lovers  of  nature.  It  was  an  ob- 
ject of  superstition  among  the  early  American  co- 
lonists, and  has  been  happily  seized  upon  by  Wash- 
ington Irving,  in  his  beautiful  description  of  the 
storm  ship.  Baron  Humboldt,  in  his  Tiavels  in 
South  America,  describes  a very  curious  mirage, 
in  which  cows  were  seen  at  a great  height  in  the 
air.  Scoresby,  during  a voyage  to  Greenland  in 
1822,  says  that  having  seen  an  inverted  image  of  a 
ship  in  the  air,  jje  examined  it  with  a telescope, 
and  found  it  to  be  his  father’s  ship,  the  Fame,  and 
immediately  announced  it  to  the  officer  of  the 
watch.  Many  more  interesting  instances  of  a si- 
milar nature  might  be  mentioned,  but  I hasten  to 
describe  the  one  we  witnessed.  The  phenomenon 
is  more  interesting,  as  it  differs  from  any  on  record. 
It  was  all  seen  from  the  verandah  of  the  New 
Cove  House,  near  Phillip’s  Beach.  The  day  was 
unusually  clear  and  pleasant,  and  we  were  on  the 
lookout  for  the  serial  images,  as  one  of  our  party 
had  seen  them  on  a similar  day,  a few  weeks  be- 
fore. 

Towards  3 o’clock,  P.  M.  the  shore  south  of  Na- 
hant,  known  as  the  south  shore,  began  to  loom, 
and  in  a few  minutes  the  mirage  was  upon  the 
coast  for  leagues,  and  the  Flying  Dutchman,  the 
terror  of  sailors,  was  before  us  in  all  its  beauty. 
That  part  of  the  coast  nearest  to  us,  appeared  to 
the  naked  eye  to  rise  to  a great  height,  and  looked 
as  if  it  were  formed  by  immense  perpendicular 
sand  cliff's.  On  examining  it  with  a glass,  double 
images  of  all  discernable  objects  were  beautifully 
distinct.  If  a house  was  seen  at  the  foot  of  the 
cliff',  directly  above  it  and  at  the  top  of  the  cliff, 
was  also  seen  an  erect  image  of  the  house,  having 
as  perfect  outlines  as  the  real  object. 

On  following  the  coast  towards  its  most  distant 
part,  the  mirage  assumed  a different  and  more  in- 
teresting character.  The  extreme  visible  coast 
seemed  projected  and  hanging  over  the  sea  lor 
miles,  without  foundation.  It  looked  as  if  the  sea 
had  washed  away  its  basis,  and  left  its  upper  por- 
tion dangling  in  midair.  By  the  telescope,  this  was 
found  to  be  the  inverted  image  of  the  coast  below 
the  horizon  and  perhaps  many  miles  beyond  the  li- 
mit of  direct  vision.  The  tops  of  the  trees  were 
just  dipping  into  the  sea,  and  above  them  a small 
boat  was  seen  sailing  in  the  shrubbery.  Presently 
the  hitherto  bidden  coast  rose  from  the  waves,  and 
now  it  looked  as  if  it  had  been  cleft  by  some  migh- 
ty effort  and  the  light  of  heaven  were  shining 
through  the  chasm.  Trees  were  seen  correspond- 
ing to  the  inverted  images  above,  and  the  little  boat 
was  seen  sailing  near  the  coast.  Following  this 
image  out  to  sea,  something  like  a balloon  was  seen 
floating  in  the  air,  but  by  the  glass  it  was  found  to 
be  the  inverted  image  of  a sloop  under  sail  and  be- 
low tlie  horizon.  Vessels  of  all  descriptions  were 
seen  sailing  in  the  air  with  their  hulls  uppermost, 
in  some  instances  the  real  objects  not  being  visible, 
and  in  others  being  blended  with  the  image  so  as  to 
make  a vessel  of  twice  the  ordinary  height.  Some- 
times the  image  met  the  object  vessel  at  the  top  of 
its  masts,  and  at  others  was  high  in  the  air  above  it. 
The  phenomenon  lasted  above  an  hour  with  a con- 
stantly varying  character. 

The  mirage  is  doubtless  the  origin  of  the  Flying 
Dutchman,  and  under  a variety  of  Conns  was  a 
source  of  superstitious  terror  until  within  the  last 
fifty  years;  since  which  time  it  has  become  an  ob- 
ject of  scientific  investigation,  and  is  now  reduced 
to  definite  laws  and  can  be  produced  at  pleasure  on 
a small  scale.  It  is  the  effect  of  a double  refraction 
through  a stratum  of  air  of  irregular  density. — 
Those  who  are  interested  on  the  subject  will  better 
understand  it  by  referring  to  Brewster’s  Letters  ou 
Natural  Magic,  as  it  is  there  explained  by  plates. 

[ Salem  Gazelle. 
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BRITISH  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  AD- 
VANCEMENT OF  SCIENCE. 

Bristol,  Thursday  evening.  The  various  engage- 
ments which  have  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
members  throughout  the  whole  of  the  week  do  not 
appear  in  the  slightest  degree  to  have  weakened 
their  interest,  as  was  displayed  in  the  continued 
full  attendance  at  the  sectional  meetings  this  morn- 
ing. In  consequence  of  the  contemplated  bota- 
nical excursions  to-morrow — one  to  Portshead  in  a 
steamer  provided  gratuitously  lor  the  occasion — 
this  section  prolonged  its  sitting  this  afternoon, 
and  terminated  its  proceedings  for  the  present  ses- 
sion. The  proceedings  consisted  of  the  conclusion 
of  Dr.  Richardson’s  report  on  the  zoology  of  North 
America,  which  was  drawn  up  at  the  request  of 
the  association;  some  remarks  by  Dr.  Corbet  on 
vegetable  physiology,  in  which  the  absorption  of 
different  solutions  into  the  circulating  system  was 
proved  to  be  distinguished  by  the  application  of 
chemical  tests,  producing  the  distinguishing  colors; 
a couimunication  containing  some  general  remarks 
on  the  productive  spherules  of  the  niarsiliacce  of 
the  cryptogamic  class  of  plants;  and  a paper  by  J. 
B.  Yates,  esq.  on  the  vegetating  wasp  in  the  West 
Indies.  The  author  was  of  opinion  that  the  vege- 
tative process,  whicli  is  a cryptogamic  plant,  com- 
menced during  the  life  of  the  insect,  which  was, 
however,  doubted  by  many  of  the  naturalists  pre- 
sent, several  instances  likewise  being  given  of  a 
similar  excrescence  on  silkworms  and  other  in- 
sects. A communication  was  also  made  by  the 
rev.  Mr.  Phelps  on  the  formation  of  peat,  which 
he  considered  formed  in  stagnant  waters  by  suc- 
cessive layers  and  deposites  of  aquatic  plants;  when 
Mr.  Mackay  exhibited  some  specimens  of  pine 
wood  and  leaves,  in  a remarkable  fine  state  of  pre- 
servation, found  under  a layer  of  peat  16  feet  in 
depth.  In  connection"  with  some  remarks  by  Mr. 
Royle  on  the  subject  of  caoutchouc,  Mr.  Rootsey 
gave  his  opinion  that  the  elasticity  of  the  fibre  of 
silk  produced  by  the  silkworm  was  owing  to  the 
plants  on  which  it  fed  containing  this  substance, 
which  he  found  to  exist  in  mulberry  leaves.  Several 
specimens  of  different  varieties  of  silk  were  also  ex- 
hibited and  presented  to  the  members. 

At  the  statistical  section  an  interesting  commu- 
nication was  made  by  professor  F orbs  on  the  height, 
weight  and  strength  of  the  Belgian,  English,  Scotch 
and  Irish  nations,  the  comparison  being  the  least 
favorable  to  the  former,  and  the  most  so  to  the 
latter.  The  experiments  from  which  these  deduc- 
tions were  made,  were  conducted  from  those  made 
by  professor  Quetelerat  the  meeting  of  the  associa- 
tion in  Cambridge.  The  average  height  of  the 
Belgian  was  stated  as  5 feet  7 8-10  inches;  English, 
6 feet  9 inches;  Scotch,  5 feet  9 3-10  inches;  and 
Irish,  5 feet  10  1-10  inches.  The  strength  of  the 
Belgians  was  also  less  than  that  of  the  English  by 
50  lb;  in  every  case  of  experiment,  25  years  being 
taken  as  the  age  of  maturity. 

Baron  Charles  Dupin,  whose  name  has  so  long- 
been  known  in  connection  with  English  statistical 
inquiries,  next  exhibited  two  maps  of  this  king- 
dom, in  which  the  several  counties  were  shaded 
according  to  the  density  of  population  and  propor- 
tionate criminality.  The  deductions  formed  from 
his  inquiries  into  the  latter  were  as  follows — He 
calculated  six  different  degrees  of  density  of  po- 
pulation to  the  1,000  acres — Firstly,  100  inhabi- 
tants to  1,000  acres;  secondly,  218;  thirdly,  465; 
fourthly,  555;  fifthly,  1,100;  and  sixthly,  which  was 
in  highly  populated  counties,  such  as  Middlesex, 
7,000  inhabitants  to  the  1,000  acres.  In  the  first 
district  the  proportion  of  offenders  to  the  popula- 
tion would  be  1 to  2,963;  in  the  second,  1 to  1,427, 
in  the  third,  1 to  593;  in  the  fourth,  1 to  550;  in  the 
fifth,  1 to  498;  and  in  the  sixth,  1 to  558. 

In  Ireland  the  same  proportionate  regularity  did 
not  exist,  as  their  society  was  not  in  such  a state 
as  to  allow  the  laws  to  be  fully  developed;  and 
although  the  population  was  more  condensed,  there 
was  less  crime  in  the  north  than  in  the  south,  owing 
to  the  more  industrious  habits,  greater  degree  of 
education,  and  comfort  of  the  inhabitants. 

Some  curious  comparisons  w'ere  next  given  of  the 
relative  ages  of  criminals  in  England  and  France, 
in  which  the  proportion  of  juvenile  offenders  was 
much  greater  in  this  country. 

A paper  was  also  read  by  Mr.  Hey  worth,  being 
a report  from  the  Statistical  society  of  Manchester 
on  the  state  of  education  at  Liverpool,  the  investi- 
gation of  which  had  taken  a period  of  nearly  fifteen 
months  to  complete.  It  represented  that  of  the 
lower  order  to  be  of  a very  incomplete  description, 
as,  out  of  62,700  children,  32,700  alone  received  in- 
complete instruction,  whilst  30,000  were  altogether 
destitute  of  it. 

A paper  was  then  read  by  Mr.  Fripp  on  the  sta 
tistics  of  education  in  Bristol. 


At  the  mathematical  section,  papers  were  read 
from  Messrs.  Stevely,  Wheatstone  and  Addams; 
and  at  that  for  geology  a communication  of  deep  in- 
terest was  read  from  Mr.  Cross  on  the  changes  in- 
troduced in  the  composition  of  substances  by  the 
continuous  action  of  voltaic  electricity.  At  the 
evening  meeting,  Mr.  Murchison  made  some  ob- 
servations on  the  ancient  hydrography  of  the  Severn 
and  the  attributary  streams,  with  an  account  of 
the  alluvium  and  drift  of  South  Wales  and  the  ad- 
jacent parts  of  England,  as  distinguished  from  the 
great  western  drift.  The  chemical  section  also  eli- 
cited a paper  from  professor  Johnston  on  chemical 
constants;  from  professor  Hare,  of  Philadelphia,  a 
discussion  on  the  nomenclature  of  Berzelius;  and 
from  Dr.  Dalton  remarks  on  atomic  symbols.  Mr. 
Exley  made  a communication  on  mathematics  as 
applied  to  chemistry,  which  received  the  high  ap- 
probation ol  Dr.  Dalton  and  others,  as  being  the 
first  successful  attempt  to  make^chemistry  a mathe- 
matical science.  The  application  of  his  theory  ac- 
tually enabled  the  author  to  explain  many  of  the 
common  law's  of  chemical  combination,  and  by  it 
he  had  succeeded  in  calculating  the  specific  gravity 
of  nearly  57  different  substances,  in  their  gaseous 
and  aeriform  states,  the  results  of  which  were  most 
exactly  the  same  as  those  attained  by  experiment. 

The  geological  excursions,  on  which,  during  the 
last  week,  much  interest  has  been  manifested,  will 
take  place  to-morrow,  one  being  in  a steamboat 
provided  gratuitously  for  the  occasion,  which  will 
go  to  the  mouth  of  the  Avon,  and  the  other  to  in- 
spect the  cutting  and  progress  of  the  great  western 
railway,  in  consequence  of  which  the  geological 
section  terminated  its  sitting  this  afternoon.  The 
promenade  at  Miller’s  grounds,  w'hich  was  sus- 
pended on  Tuesday  evening,  on  account  of  the  un- 
favorable state  of  the  weather,  was  very  wrell  at- 
tended this  evening,  and  afforded  an  opportunity, 
which  was  eagerly  sought  alter  and  embraced,  of 
cultivating  a friendly  intimacy  with  the  various  cul- 
tivators of  science  from  remote  parts  which  this  oc- 
casion has  drawn  together.  Amongst  other  desira- 
ble objects,  a committee  of  record  has  daily  been 
sitting  during  the  week,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering and  reporting  to  the  general  committee  tile 
various  suggestions  that  may  be  made  as  a guide  to 
future  proceedings. 

In  addition  to  that  from  Liverpool,  a deputation 
from  Norwich  is  in  the  city,  in  order  to  invite  the 
association  to  pay  a visit  to  that  place  next  year, 
and,  to  give  strength  to  its  appeals,  is  accompanied 
by  a prebendary,  who  brings  with  him  the  cordial 
wishes  and  sympathy  of  the  venerable  diocesan. — 
This,  along  with  various  other  matters,  will  be  de- 
cided on  Monday  night. 

The  iron  bar  across  the  Avon  has  to-day  been  re- 
placed in  its  position,  but  has  been  so  much  twist- 
ed in  its  fall  as  to  render  the  anticipated  flight  across 
the  river  scarcely  possible. 


NEW  OFFICES  CREATED,  &c. 

Report  of  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States. — ( Concluded  from  page  64.  J 
H.  R.  No.  70. 

For  the  current  expenses  of  the  Indian  department, 
for  Indian  annuities  and  other  objects. 

For  the  pay  of  the  superintendent  at  St. 

Louis,  and  the  several  Indian  agents  $13,500 
For  the  pay  of  a clerk  in  the  otfiee  of  su- 
perintendent for  the  territory  of  Wis- 


consin 800 

For  the  pay  of  sub-agents  10,000 

For  the  pay  of  interpreters  7,800 

For  presents  to  Indians  5,000 


For  the  purchase  of  provisions  for  In- 
dians, at  the  distribution  of  annuities. 


while  on  visits  of  business  with  the 
superintendents  and  agents,  and  when 
assembled  on  public  business  11,S00 

For  the  necessary  buildings  required  at 
the  several  agencies,  and  repairs  there- 
of 2,000 

For  postage,  stationary,  rent  and  fuel, 
for  offices  3,000 

For  contingencies,  Indian  department  4,000 


To  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians  in  New  York. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  sixth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  of  the  eleventh  of  November, 
seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-four  4,500 

For  the  annuity  to  the  young  king,  a 
chief,  for  life,  as  provided  for  by  the 
act  of  the  twenty-sixth  of  April,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  twenty-six  200 

To  the  Senecas  of  New  York. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  in  lieu  of 
interest  on  stock,  provided  for  by  the 
act  of  nineteenth  of  February,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-one  6,000 


To  the  Ott auras. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  of  the  third  of  August,  seven- 
teen hundred  and  ninety-five  1,000 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  second  article  of  the  treatv  of 
the  seventeenth  of  November,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  seven  ~ 800 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
the  seventeenth  of  September,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  eighteen  " 1,500 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  iourth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
the  twenty-ninth  of  August,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty-one  1,000 

To  the  IVyandois. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
the  third  of  August,  seventeen  hun- 
dred and  ninety-five  1,000 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  second  article  of  the  treatv  of 
the  seventeenth  of  November,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  seven  400 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaties  of 
the  twenty-ninth  of  September,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  seventeen,  and  the 
seventeenth  of  September,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighteen  ~ 4,500 

For  the  support  of  a blacksmith  and  as- 
sistant 720 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  &c.  for 
shop  220 

To  the  Wyandots,  Munsees  and  Delawares . 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  of  the  fourth  of  July,  eighteen 
hundred  and  five  1,000 

To  the  Christian  Indians. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  per  act  of 
the  thirtieth  of  May,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty-six  400 

To  the  Miamics. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  of  the  twenty-third  of  October, 


eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-six  25,000 

For  the  purposes  of  education  ’ 2,000 

For  the  pay  of  eight  laborers  4S0 

Forthe  purchase  of  two  thousand  pounds 
of  iron,  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
of  steel,  and  one  thousand  pounds  of 
tobacco  .620 

For  the  support  of  a blacksmith  and  as- 
sistant 720 

For  the  support  of  a miller,  in  lieu  of  a 
gunsmith  COO 

For  the  purchase  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  bushels  of  salt  320 


To  the  Eel  Rivers. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  Iourth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  of  the  third  of  August,  seven- 
teen hundred  and  ninety-five  500 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  the 
twenty-first  August,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  five  ^ 250 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  third  and  separate  article  of  the 
treaty  of  the  thirtieth  of  September, 
eighteen  hundred  nine  S50 

2’o  the  Potlnwatamies. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  of  the  third  of  August,  seven- 


teen liundred  and  ninety-five  1,000 

For  the  purchase  of  salt  140 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  tnird  article  of  the  treaty  of  the 
thirtieth  of  September,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  nine  500 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  the 
second  of  October,  eighteen  hundred 
and  eighteen  2,500 

Forthe  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in  the 
fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  twenty- 
ninth  of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-one  5,000 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in 
the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  the 
sixteenlh  of  October,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty-six  2,000 

For  the  purposes  of  education  2,000 

For  the  support  of  a blacksmith  and  as- 
sistant 720 
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For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  &c.  220 

For  the  support  of  a miller  600 

For  the  purchase  of  one  hundred  and 

sixty  bushels  of  salt  320 

Forpermanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the 
second  article  of  the  treaty  of  twen- 
tieth of  September,  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  2,000 

For  the  limited  annuities,  stipulated  in 

the  same  1,000 

For  the  purposes  of  education  1,000 

For  the  annuity  to  the  principal  chief  100 

For  the  support  of  a blacksmith  and  as- 
sistant 720 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  &c.  220 

F or  the  purchase  of  two  thousand  pounds 
of  tobacco  240 

For  the  pay  of  three  laborers  3G0 


To  the  Pottawatamies  of  Huron. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  second  s/ticle  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  of  the  seventeenth  of  Novem- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  seven  400 

To  the  Pottawatamies  of  the  Prairie. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in 
the  third  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  of  the  twentieth  October,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-two  " 15,000 

For  the  annuity  of  three  chiefs,  for  life, 
stipulated  in  the  same  1,000 

To  the  Pottawatamies  of  the  Wabash. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in 
the  third  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  of  the  twenty-sixth  of  October, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two.  20,000 

To  the  Pottawatamies  of  Indiana. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in 
the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  with 


them,  of  the  twenty-seventh  of  Octo- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two  15,000 
For  the  purpose  of  education  2,000 

For  the  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third 
article  of  the  treaty  with  them,  of  the 
tenth  of  December,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-four  1,000 

To  the  Chippewas,  Ottawas  and  Potta- 
watamies. 

For  the  support  of  a blacksmith  and  as- 
sistant 720 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  &c.  220 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  the 
twenty-ninth  July,  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty-nine  16,000 

For  the  purchase  of  fifty  barrels  of  salt  250 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in 
the  third  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  of  the  twenty-sixth  of  Septem- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  14,000 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in 
the  article  of  the  supplement  to  the 
said  treaty  2,000 

For  the  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third 
article  of  said  treaty,  to  four  chiefs 
for  life  1,000 

To  the  Winnebagoes. 

For  the  limited  annuities,  stipulated  fn 
the  second  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  of  the  first  of  August,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty-nine  18,000 

For  the  purchase  of  fifty  barrels  of  salt  250 

For  the  purchase  of  three  thousand 
pounds  tobacco  300 

For  the  support  of  three  blacksmiths  and 
assistant  2,tfl0 

For  iron,  steel,  &c.  660 

For  the  pay  of  laborers  and  for  oxen  365 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in 
the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  the 
fifteenth  of  September,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two  10,000 

For  the  purpose  of  education,  stipulated 
in  the  fourth  article  of  the  same  3,000 

For  the  support  of  six  agriculturists  and 
purchase  of  oxen,  ploughs  and  agri- 
cultural implements  2,500 

For  the  purchase  of  one  thousand  five 
hundred  pounds  of  tobacco  150 

For  the  services  of  two  physicians  400 

• To  the  Menomonies. 

For  the  support  of  five  farmers  and  five 
females,  house-keepers  4,000 

For  the  support  of  a miller  600 

For  the  support  of  three  blacksmiths  and 
assistant  2,160 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  &c.  660 

For  the  limited  annuity  6,000 

For  the  purposes  of  education  500 

For  the  purchase  of  provisions  1,000 


To  the  Chippewas. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  of  the  third  of  August,  seven- 
teen hundred  and  ninety-five 
For  the  support  of  a blacksmith  and  as- 
sistant at  Michilimackinac 
For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  &c. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of 
seventeenth  November,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  seven 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
the  twenty-fourth  of  September,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  nineteen 
For  the  support  of  a blacksmith  at  Sagi- 
naw, and  for  farming  utensils  and  cat- 
tle, and  for  the  employment  of  per- 
sons to  aid  them  in  agriculture,  fixed 
by  the  act  of  the  fifteenth  of  May, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty 
For  the  purposes  of  education 
To  the  Chippewas , Menomonies,  Winne- 
bagoes and  Nciu  York  Indians. 

For  the  purposes  of  education 

To  the  Sioux  of  the  Mississippi. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in 
the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  of  the  fifteenth  of  July,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty 
For  the  support  of  a blacksmith  and  as- 
sistant 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  &c. 

For  agricultural  implements 

To  the  Yancton  and  Santie  bands. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in 
the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  of  the  fifteenth  July,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty 

For  the  support  of  a blacksmith  and  as- 
sistant 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  &c. 

For  agricultural  implements 
To  the  Omahas. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in 
the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  of  the  fifteenth  of  July,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty 
For  the  support  of  a blacksmith  and  as- 
sistant 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  &c. 

For  agricultural  implements 

To  the  Sacs  of  Missouri. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in 
the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  of  the  fifteenth  of  July,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty 
For  the  support  of  a blacksmith  and  as- 
sistant 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  &c. 

For  agricultural  implements 

To  the  Sacs. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in 
the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  of  the  15th  of  July,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty 

To  the  Foxes. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in 
the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  of  the  fifteenth  of  July,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty 

To  the  Iowas. 

For  the  support  of  a blacksmith  and  as- 
sistant, stipulated  in  the  fifth  article 
of  the  treaty  with  them,  of  the  fourth 
of  Aug.  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
four 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  &c. 

For  agricultural  implements 
For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in 
the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  the 
fifteenth  of  July,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty 

For  the  support  of  an  assistant  black- 
smith 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  &c. 

For  agricultural  implements,  stipulated 
in  the  same 

To  the  Sacs  and  Foxes. 
For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  ofthe  third  of  November,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  four 
For  the  support  of  a blacksmith  and  as- 
sistant, stipulated  in  the  fourth  article 
of  the  same 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  &c. 

I For  agricultural  implements 

[For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in 

t the  third  article  of  the  treaty  with 
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them,  ofthe  twenty-first  of  September, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-two  20,000 

For  the  support  of  a blacksmith  and  as- 
sistant, stipulated  in  the  fourth  article 
of  the  same  720 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  &c.  220 


I For  the  purchase  of  forty  barrels  of  salt  220 
For  the  purchase  of  forty  kegs  of  to- 
bacco - 400 

To  the  Sacs,  Foxes  and  Iowas. 

For  the  purposes  of  education,  stipulat- 
ed in  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  of  the  fifteenth  of  July,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty  3,000 

To  the  Ottoes  and  Missourias. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in 
the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  of  the  fifteenth  of  July,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty  2,500 

For  the  support  of  a blacksmith  and  as- 
sistant 720 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  &c.  220 

For  agricultural  implements  500 

For  the  purposes  of  education,  stipulat- 
ed in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  the  twenty  first  of  September,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-three  500 

For  the  support  of  two  fanners  1,200 


To  the  Kanzas. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in 
the  third  article  of  the  treaty  with 


them,  of  the  third  of  June,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty-five  3,500 

For  the  support  of  a blacksmith  and  as- 
sistant 720 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  8tc.  200 

For  agricultural  assistance  1,600 

To  the  Osages. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  ofthe  tenth  of  November,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  eight  1,500 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in 
the  third  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  of  the  second  of  June,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty-five  7,000 

For  the  support  of  a blacksmith  and  as- 
sistant 720 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  &c.  220 

For  agricultural  assistance  1,600 


To  the  Kickapoos. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in 
the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  of  twenty-fourth  of  October, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two  5,000 

For  the  support  ot  blacksmith’s  estab- 
lishment 1,000 

For  the  purposes  of  education  500 

To  the  Kaskaslcias  and  Peorias. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in 
the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  with  them, 
of  the  twenty-seventh  of  October, 
eighteen  hundred  a'nd  thirty-two  3,000 

For  agricultural  implements  50 

To  the  Kaskaskias,  Peorias,  Weas  and 
Piankeshaws. 

For  the  support  of  a blacksmith  and  as- 
sistant, stipulated  in  the  fifth  article 
of  the  treaty  with  them,  of  the  twen- 
ty-ninth of  October,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-two  720 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  &c.  220 

To  the  Piankeshaws. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  of  the  third  of  August,  seven- 
teen hundred  and  ninety-five  500 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  third  article  of  treaty  of  the 
thirtieth  December,  eighteen  hundred 
and  five  300 

For  agricultural  implements  500 

To  the  Weas. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  ofthe  second  of  October,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  eighteen  ^ 3,000 

To  the  Delawares. 

Forthe  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in 
the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  of  the  third  of  August,  seven- 


teen hundred  and  ninety-five  1,000 

For  the  purchase  of  salt  100 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  ofthe 
thirtieth  of  September,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  nine  500 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  the 
third  of  October,  eighteen  hundred 
and  eighteen  4,000 
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For  the  support  of  a blacksmith  and  as- 
sistant 720 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  &c.  220 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  supplemental  treaty  of  the  four- 
teenth of  September,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty-nine  1,000 

For  the  annuity  to  three  chiefs.  300 

To  the  Shawances. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  of  the  third  of  August,  seven- 
teen hundred  and  ninety-five  1,000 

For  the  purchase  of  salt  60 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
twenty-ninth  September,  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventeen  2,000 

For  the  support  of  a blacksmith  and  as- 
sistant, stipulated  in  the  fourth  ar- 


ticle of  the  treaty  of  the  seventh  of 


Novem.  eighteen  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five 720 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  &c.  220 

For  the  support  of  a blacksmith  and  as- 
sistant, stipulated  in  the  fourth  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty  of  the  eighth  of  Au- 
gust, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-one  720 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  &c.  220 

For  payment  of  the  annuities  secured  to 


the  Shawanee  Indians,  by  the  act  of 
the  fourteenth  of  July,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two,  deducting  the 
sum  of  four  hundred  and  fifty-nine 
dollars,  paid  to  said  Indians,  and  in- 
cluding the  annuities  under  said  act, 
from  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  to  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  inclusive  9,541 

To  the  Shawanees  and  Delawares. 

For  the  support  of  a miller  500 

2’o  the  Shawanees  and  Senecas  of  Lewis- 
town. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  of  the  seventeenth  of  Septem- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen  1,000 

For  the  support  of  a blacksmith  and  as- 
sistant 720 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  &c.  220 

2b  the  Senecas  of  Lewistown. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  Septem- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen, 
and  seventeenth  September,  eighteen 


hundred  and  eighteen  1,000 

For  the  support  of  a blacksmith  and  as- 
sistant 720 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  8tc.  220 

For  the  support  of  a miller  600 

To  the  Choctaws. 


For  the  annuity,  during  the  pleasure  of 
the  United  States,  stipulated  in  the 
fifth  article  of  the  treaty  with  them, 
of  the  seventeenth  of  December,  eigh- 


teen hundred  and  one  2,000 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulat- 
ed in  the  second  article  of  the  treaty 
of  the  sixteenth  of  November,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  five  3,000 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in 
the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  the 
twenty-fourth  of  October,  eighteen 
hundred  arid  sixteen  6,000 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  tliirteenth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  the  eighteenth  of  October,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty  600 

For  annuity  to  the  chief,  stipulated  in 

the  fourteenth  article  of  the  same  150 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of 
twentieth  of  January,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty- five  6,000 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in 

the  third  article  of  the  same  6,000 

For  the  annuity  to  a chief,  stipulated 

in  the  tenth  article  of  the  same  150 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in 
the  seventeenth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  the  twenty-seventh  of  September, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  20,000 

For  the  purposes  of  education,  stipu- 
lated in  the  twentieth  article  of  the 
same  12,500 

For  the  support  of  three  blacksmiths 

and  assistants,  stipulated  in  the  same  2,160 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  &c.  660 

For  the  annuity  to  the  chief,  stipulated 
in  the  fifteenth  article  of  the  same  1,100 


For  annuity  to  warriors,  stipulated  in 

the  same  500 

2b  the  Chickasaws. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  as  provided 
for  by  the  act  of  the  twenty-fifth  of 
February,  seventeen  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  3,000 

For  the  puqiose  of  education,  stipulated 
in  the  second  article  of  the  treaty 
with  them,  of  the  twenty-fourth  of 
May,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  3,000 

To  the  Creeks. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  of  the  seventh  of  August,  seven- 
teen hundred  and  ninety  1,500 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of 
the  sixteenth  of  June,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  two  3,000 

To  the  Creeks  east. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in 
the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  of  the  twenty-fourth  March, 


eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two  12,000 

For  the  support  of  a blacksmith  and  as- 
sistant, stipulated  in  the  thirteenth 
article  of  the  same  720 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  &c.  220 

For  the  purposes  of  education,  stipulat- 
ed in  the  thirteenth  article  of  the  same  3,000 
For  the  annuity  to  three  chiefs,  stipulat- 
ed in  the  eleventh  article  of  the  same  400 


To  the  Creeks  west. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated 
in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them,  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  Janu- 
ary, eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-six  20,000 


For  the  support  of  a blacksmith  and  as- 
sistant, stipulated  in  the  eighth  article 
of  the  same  720 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  &c.  220 

For  the  support  of  a wheelwright,  stipu- 
lated in  the  same  600 

For  agricultural  implements,  stipulated 
in  the  eighth  article  of  the  same  2,000 

For  the  support  of  a blacksmith  and  as- 
sistant, stipulated  in  the  fifth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  the  fourteenth  of  Fe- 
bruary, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  720 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  &c.  220 

For  the  support  of  a wheelwright  or 

wagon  maker,  stipulated  in  the  same  600 

Fer  the  purposes  of  education,  during 
the  pleasure  of  the  president,  stipulat- 
ed in  the  same  1,000 

To  the  Cherokees. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in 
the  third  and  sixth  articles  of  the  trea- 
ties of  the  sixth  of  June,  seventeen 
hundred  and  ninety-four,  and  the  se- 


cond of  October,  seventeen  hundred 
and  ninety-eight  6,000 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in 
the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  the 
twenty-fourth  of  October,  eighteen 
hundred  and  four  1,000 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in 
the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  the 
twenty-fifth  of  October,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  five  3,000 

For  the  payment  of  interest  on  an  annui 
ty  of  one  thousand  dollars,  secured  to 
the  Cherokees  by  the  treaty  of  the 
twenty-fourth  October,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  four  12,600 

2b  the  Quapaws. 

For  the  purposes  of  education,  stipulat- 
ed in  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of 


the  thirteenth  of  May,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-three  1,000 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in 
the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  thir- 
teenth of  May,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-three  2,000 

For  the  support  of  a blacksmith  and  as- 
sistant 720 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  Ike.  220 

For  the  support  of  a farmer  600 

To  the  Florida  Indians., 


For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in  the 
third  article  of  the  treaty  with  them, 
of  the  eighteenth  of  September,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  twenty-three  4,610 

For  the  support  of  a blacksmith’s  estab- 
lishment 1,000 

For  the  purposes  of  educalion  1,000 


2b  the  Pawnees. 

Forthe  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in  the 
third  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  ninth 
of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-three 4,600 

For  agricultural  implements  2,000 

For  the  purposes  of  education,  stipulated  1,000 
For  the  support  of  two  blacksmiths’  es- 
tablishments 2,000 

For  the  support  of  four  farmers  2,400 


7b  the  Cherokees  west. 

For  the  purposes  of  education,  stipulated 
in  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  the 
sixth  of  May,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  2,000 

For  the  support  of  four  blacksmiths  and 
assistants,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty  of  the  fourteenth  of 
February,  eighteen  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-three 2,S80 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  &.C.  8S0 

For  the  support  of  a wagon  maker  and 

a wheelwright,  stipulated  in  the  same  1,200 
For  the  expenses  of  transportation  and 
distribution  of  annuities,  salt,  agricul- 
tural implements,  tobacco,  tools,  Ecc. 
and  other  incidental  expenses  29,500 

For  carrying  into  etfect  certain  stipula- 
tions in  the  treaties  concluded  with 
the  Senecas  of  Sandusky  on  the  twen- 
ty-eighth February,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-one,  with  the  Senecas  and 
Shawanees  on  the  twentieth  July, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-one,  and 
with  the  Shawanees  on  the  eighth  Au- 
gust, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-one  1,695  62 

For  expenses  attending  the  execution  of 
the  treaty  with  the  Creeks  of  the  twen- 
ty-fourth of  March,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-two,  in  relation  to  locating 
reservations  and  certifying  contracts  7,000 

For  expenses  attending  the  execution  of 
the  treaty  with  the  Choctaws,  of  Sep- 
tember, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty, 
in  relation  to  locating  reservations  5,000 

For  the  purpose  of  carrying  int«  elfect 
the  treaty  made  with  the  Caddo  In- 
dians on  the  first  day  of  July,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-five  . 40,000 

To  defray  the  expense  of  removing  the 
Winnebago  Indians  who  reside  south 
of  the  Wisconsin,  to  the  “neutral 
ground,”  or  such  other  place  as  may 
be  assigned  by  treaty,  and  for  their 
subsistence  for  five  months  40,000 

To  defray  the  expense  of  holding  trea- 
ties with  the  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of 
Green  Bay,  Indians  within  the  state 
of  New  York,  the  Winnebagoes  north 
and  south  of  the  Wisconsin,  and  with 
the  Sacs  and  Foxes  north  of  Missouri  22,000 
For  holding  treaties  with  Indian  tribes 
for  the  purpose  of  extinguishing  the 
Indian  title  to  the  territory  between 
the  state  of  Missouri  and  the  Missouri 


river  2,000 

To  defray  the  expenses  of  a delegation 
of  the  Pottawatamie  Indians  on  a visit 
to  Washington  city  2,630 

For  holding  a treaty  with  the  Chippewas 
of  Saginaw  5,200 

For  175  rifles  for  the  Pottawatamies  2,400 

For  the  expenses  of  the  Ross  delegation 
of  twenty  Cherokees  13,000 

For  the  expenses  of  Richard  Field,  a 
Cherokee  Indian  450 

For  the  expenses  of  three  delegates  from 
the  Seneca  nation  of  Indians  600 

Forthe  removal  of21,000  Creek  Indians, 
and  their  subsistence  for  one  year,  in- 
cluding subsistence  of  those  recently 


removed,  in  addition  to  the  balance  ot 
#155,000  of  former  appropriations  1,023,550 
For  the  removal  of  the  Seminole  Indians, 
and  their  subsistence  for  one  year,  in 
addition  to  a balance  of  #33,000  for 
former  appropriations  100,000 

For  allowance  to  David  Brearly  2,327  12 


#1,S62,008  74 

II.  R.  695. 

For  carrying  into  effect  certain  Indian  treaties . 
For  the  amount  stipulated  to  he  paid  for 
the  lands  ceded  in  the  first  article  of 
the  treaty  with  the  Cherokees,  of  the 
twenty-ninth  of  December,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-five  4,500,000 
For  extinguishing  the  title  of  certain 
half  breeds  to  reservations,  granted 
them  in  the  treaty  with  the  Osages,  in 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-five,  ac- 
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cording  to  the  fourth  article  of  the 
aforesaid  treaty  with  the  Cherokees  15,000 
For  payment  for  the  improvements  on 
the  missionary  reservations  at  Union 
and  Harmony,  according  to  the  trea- 
ty with  the  Cherokees  25,000 

For  commutation  of  the  permanent  an- 
nuity of  ten  thousand  dollars,  accord- 
ins  to  the  eleventh  article  of  said  trea- 
ty 214,000 

For  compensation  of  two  commissioners 
for  two  years,  to  examine  claims,  ac- 
cording to  the  seventeenth  article  of 
said  treaty,  at  eight  dollars  per  day 
each  11.680 

For  compensation  to  a secretary  for  two 

years,  at  five  dollars  per  day  3,650 

For  compensation  to  an  interpreter  for 
two  years,  at  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  per  day  1,825 

For  the  advance  of  two  years’  annuity 
on  the  fund  for  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  invested 
for  the  Cherokees,  according  to  the 
eighteenth  article  of  said  treaty  75,000 

For  the  removal  of  the  Cherokees  and 
for  spoliations,  according  to  the  third 
article  of  the  supplementary  treaty 
with  the  Cherokees,  of  the  first  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-six  600,000 

For  expenses  attending  the  negotiation 
of  said  treaty,  and  of  the  delegation  37,212 
For  surveying  the  land  set  apart  by  trea- 
ty stipulations  for  the  Cherokee  In- 
dians west  of  the  Mississippi  river  7,000 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  stipulations 
of  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty,  con- 
cluded with  the  Ottawa  and  Chippe- 
wa nations  of  Indians  twenty-eighth 
March,  and  an  anticle  supplementary 
thereto  the  thirty-first  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  viz: 


For  the  annuity  in  specie  30,000 

For  education,  teachers  and  expenses 
incidental  thereto  5,000 

For  missions  3,000 

For  agricultural  implements,  cattle,  me- 
chanics’ tools,  and  such  other  objects 
as  the  president  may  deem  proper  10,000 
For  vaccine  matter,  medicines  and  ser- 
vices of  physicians  300 

For  provisions  2,000 

For  six  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  of 

tobacco  825 

For  one  hundred  barrels  of  salt  250 

For  five  hundred  fish  barrels  450 

For  goods  and  provisions  to  be  delivered 

at  Michilimackinac  150,000 

For  interest  to  be  paid  annually,  as  an- 
nuities, on  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  per  resolution  of  the 
senate,  appended  to  the  treaty  _ 1,200 

For  the  payment  of  the  just  debts  against 
the  Indians,  according  to  the  fifth  arti- 
cle of  said  treaty,  as  ratified  by  the 
senate.  300,000 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  sixth  article 
of  said  treaty,  viz: 

For  commutation,  in  lieu  of  reserva- 
tions, to  half  breeds  145,000 

For  taking  a census  of  the  Indian  half 
breed  population  1,200 

For  the  pay  and  travelling  expenses  of 

a commissioner  1,000 


For  compensation  and  expenses  of  clerk, 
and  for  stationary,  postage,  witnesses, 
messengers  to  collect  Indians,  and  ca- 
noes for  them,  subsistence  for  two 
thousand  Indians  for  twenty  days,  fuel 
for  them  while  on  the  island,  and 
other  incidental  expenses  attending 


the  commission  3,000 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  seventh  ar- 
ticle of  said  treaty,  viz: 

For  pay  of  two  additional  blacksmiths  960 

For  two  strikers  480 

For  building  a blacksmith’s  shop  on  re- 
servation north  of  Grand  river  750 

For  iron,  steel,  coal  and  tools  for  two 

shops  600 

For  purchase  of  one  new  set  of  black- 
smith’s tools  for  shop  on  reservation  175 

For  rebuilding  shop  at  Mackinac,  and 

adding  an  armorer’s  room  850 

For  a gunsmith  480 

For  purchasing  a set  of  gunsmith’s  tools  100 

For  two  additional  interpreters  600 

For  building  a dormitory  at  Mackinac, 

and  for  stoves  and  furniture  4,800 


For  the  keeper  of  the  dormitory 
For  one  hundred  and  fifty  cords  of  wood 
for  the  dormitory 
For  two  farmers 
For  two  assistant  farmers 
For  two  mechanics 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  eighth  arti- 
cle of  said  treaty,  viz: 

For  the  expenses  of  a delegation  of 
twenty  Indians,  with  an  officer,  three 
assistants,  an  interpreter,  a guide  with 
two  assistants  to  explore  the  country, 
and  for  the  purchase  of  horses,  and 
other  expenses  incidental  to  the  ex- 
pedition 

For  payments  of  such  improvements  as 
give  additional  value  to  the  land  ce- 
ded 

For  payment  for  the  church  on  the  Che- 
boigan 

Fot  extinguishing  the  claim  of  certain 
half  breeds,  in  lieu  of  reservations,  ac- 
cording to  the  ninth  article  of  said 
treaty,  viz: 

To  Rix  Robinson,  in  lieu  of  a section  at 
thirty-six  dollars  per  acre 
To  Leonard  Slater,  in  trust  for  Chimi- 
noaquat,  one  section,  at  ten  dollars 
per  acre 

To  John  A.  Drew,  one  and  three-quarter 
sections  at  four  dollars  per  acre 
To  Edward  Biddle,  one  section,  at  three 
dollars  per  acre 

To  John  Holliday,  five  sections,  at  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre 
To  Eliza  Cook,  Sophia  Biddle  and  Marv 
Holliday,  one  section  each,  at  two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre 
To  Augustin  Hamelin,  jr.  two  sections, 
at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents 
per  acre 

To  William  Lusley,  Joseph  Daily,  Jo- 
seph Trotier  and  Henry  A.  Lenake, 
two  sections  each,  at  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre 
To  Luther  Rice,  Joseph  Laframbois, 
Charles  Butterfield,  George  Moran, 
Louis  Moran,  G.  D.  Williams  and 
Daniel  Marsac,  one  section  each,  at 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per 
acre 

For  payment  to  the  chiefs  on  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty,  according  to  the 
tenth  article  of  the  same 
For  life  annuity  to  two  chief's,  provided 
for  in  the  eleventh  article  of  6aid 
treaty 

For  expenses  attending  the  conclusion 
of  the  treaty  at  W ashington,  accord- 
ing to  the  twelfth  article  of  the  same 
For  transportation  and  other  incidental 
expenses  in  executing  said  treaty 
For  carrying  into  effect  the  stipulations 
of  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  con- 
cluded with  the  Swan  creek  and  Black 
river  bands  of  the  Chippewa  nation, 
of  the  9th  May,  1836,  viz: 

For  an  advance  in  money  on  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty 
For  the  purchase  of  goods 
For  the  expenses  of  the  treaty,  the  jour- 
neys of  the  Indians  to  and  from 
Washington,  subsistence  and  other 
expenses 

For  transportation  and  incidental  ex- 
penses 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  stipulations 
of  the  treaties  concluded  with  certain 
bands  of  the  Pottawatainie  Indians  of 
Indiana,  in  March  and  April,  1S36, 
viz: 

For  payment  of  the  sum  stipulated  in 
the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  26th 
of  March,  1836,  with  Mes-quaw-back 
and  his  band,  for  a cession  of  land  to 
the  United  States  . 

For  payment  of  the  sum  stipulated  in 
the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  the 
29th  of  March,  1836,  with  Wawkewa 
and  his  band,  for  a cession  of  land  to 
the  United  States 

For  the  payment  of  the  sum  stipulated 
in  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of 
the  11th  of  April,  1836,  with  Aub-ba- 
naub-ba  and  his  band,  for  a cession 
of  land  to  the  United  States 
For  payment  of  the  sum  stipulated  in 
the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  22d 
of  April,  1836,  with  Kee-waw-nee 
and  his  band,  for  a cession  of  land  to 
the  United  States 


600 

375 

1,000 

600 

1,200 


12,000 

20,000 

900 


23,040 

6,400 

4,480 

1,920 

4,000 

4,800 

1,600 

6,400 


5,600 

30,000 

150 


15,403 

2,000 


2,500 

4.000 

3,802 

1.000 


2,560 


2,560 


11,520 


6,400 


1,920 


For  payment  of  the'  sum  stipulated  in 
the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  22d 
of  April,  1836,  with  Nas-waw-be  and 
his  band,  for  a cession  of  land  to  the 
United  States 

For  expenses  attending  the  negotiation 
of  the  said  treaties  with  the  Pottawa- 
tamies 

For  the  expense  of  removing  the  Choc- 
taw Indians  residing  in  the  state  of 
Mississippi,  to  the  country  provided 
for  them  west  of  the  Mississippi  river  30,000 

For  the  payment  of  pension  allowed  to 
colonel  Gideon  Morgan  8,000 


636  75 


#6,381,454  67 

For  the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities. 

H.  R.  69. 

For  repressing  hostilities  of  the  Scmi- 

noles  #120,000 

H.  R.  215. 

For  repressing  hostilities  of  the  Semi- 
noles  500,000 

H.  R.  427. 

For  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  in 
Florida  500,000 

H.  R.  594. 

For  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  in 
Florida  1,000,000 

H.  R.  649. 

For  suppression  of  hostilities  by  the 
Creek  Indians  500,000 

H.  R.  733. 

For  the  suppression  of  Indian  hostili- 
ties 2,400,000 


25 


67 


#5,020,000 

H.  R.  307. 

For  brealewaters  and  for  certain  harbors,  and  remov- 
ing obstructions  in  and  at  the  mouths  of  certain 
rivers , and  for  other  purposes. 

For  continuing  the  Delaware  break  wa- 
ter  #100,000 
For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the 
harbor  of  Chicago,  Illinois 
For  continuing  the  improvement  of  Big 
Sodus  bay 

For  the  continuation  of  the  works  for 
the  preservation  of  the  beach  at  Pro- 
vincetown  harbor,  Massachusetts 
For  the  continuation  of  the  works  for 
the  preservation  of  Plymouth  beach, 
Massachusetts 

For  the  continuation  of  the  works  at  the 
harbor  near  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Raisin,  Michigan  territory 
For  continuing  the  removal  of  obstruc- 
tions at  Black  river,  Ohio 
For  continuing  the  permanent  improve- 
ment of  Cleveland  harbor,  Ohio 
For  continuing  the  removal  of  obstruc- 
tions at  Grand  river,  Ohio 
For  continuing  the  removal  of  obstruc- 
tions at  Cunningham  creek,  Ohio 
For  continuing  the  removal  of  obstruc- 
tions at  Conncaut  creek,  Ohio 
For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the 
harbor  at  Presque  Isle,  Pennsylvania 
For  continuing  the  improvements  at 
Dunkirk  harbor,  New  York 
For  a dredging  machine  on  Lake  Erie 
For  continuing  the  works  at  the  mouth 
of  Genesee  river,  New  York 
For  continuing  the  pier  and  mole  at  Os- 
wego harbor,  New  York 
For  continuing  the  pier  at  Kennebunk, 

Maine 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Hudson  river,  above 
and  below  Albany  lot)  000 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the 
harbor  of  Newcastle,  Delaware 
For  continuing  the  removal  of  obstruc- 
tions at  Ocracock  inlet,  North  Caro- 
lina 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Cape  Fear  river  be- 
low Wilmington,  North  Carolina 
For  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 
of  the  Ohio  river  between  Pittsburgh 
and  the  tails  of  the  Ohio 
For  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 
of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers  from 
Louisville  to  New  Orleans 
For  the  improvement  of  the  Mississippi 
river  above  the  mouth  of  the  Oluo 
river,  and  for  the  Missouri  river 
For  continuing  the  removal  of  obstruc- 
tions in  Red  river,  Louisiana  and  ter- 
ritory of  Arkansas  40  800 


32,000 
12, COO 


4,400 


500 


15,000 

6,660 

15,000 

6,000 

1,275 

2.500 

15.000 

11.000 
8,000 

20,000 

20,000 

7.500 


25,000 


9,000 


20,000 


20,000 


60,000 


40,000 


1j8 
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For  constructing  a boat  to  prevent  a new 
accumulation  of  obstructions  in  said 
river,  within  the  old  limits  of  the  great 
raft  , 30,000 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the 
Cumberland  river,  in  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee  20,000 

For  continuing  the  removal  of  obstruc- 
tions in  the  Chipoia  river,  in  the  ter- 
ritory of  Florida  4,000 

For  completing  the  inland  channel  be- 
tween St.  Mary’s  and  St.John’s,  in. 
the  territory  of  Florida  5,000 

For  continuing  the  removal  of  obstruc- 
tions in,  and  improving  the  navigation 
of,  the  Escambia  river,  in  the  territory 
of  Florida  5,500 

For  further  improvements  at  the  mouth 

of  Huron  river,  in  the  state  of  Ohio  4,300 
And  the  following  sums,  necessary  to 
close  accounts  in  the  office  of  the  3d 
auditor,  viz: 

For  removing  obstructions  at  Cunning- 
ham creek,  Ohio  32  36 

For  completing  the  pier  at  La  Plaisance 
bay,  Michigan  territory  323  15 

For  removing  obstructions' at  Cleveland 

harbor,  Ohio  6 59 

For  repairing  breach  in  the  peninsula  at 

Presque  Isle  122  SO 

For  erecting  a beacon  light  at  Erie,' 

Pennsylvania  69  69 

For  erecting  a light-house  at  Buffalo, 

New  York  494  7S 

For  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers  from 
Pittsburgh  to  New  Orleans,  under  the 
act  of  second  of  March,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-one  1,780  05 

For  examinations  and  surveys  under  the; 
act  of  April  thirty,  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty-four  30,000 


$709,884  42 

H.  R.  523. 

For  llie  improvement  of  certain  harbors  therein  men 
tioned. 

State  of  Maine. 

For  erecting  a breakwater  on  Stanford 

ledge.  in  Portland  harbor  $10,000 

For  the  survey  of  a ledge  near  Owl’s- 
head  harbor,  to  determine  the  expedi- 
ency of  erecting  thereon  a breakwater 
to  improve  said  harbor 
For  the  examination  and  survey  of  the 
passage  into  Cobscook  bay 
State  of  New  Hampshire. 

For  deepening  the  channel  of  the  Co- 
checo  branch  of  the  Piscataqua  river, 
leading  into  Dover  harbor 

Stale  of  Massachusetts. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at 
the  mouth  of  Bass  river 
For  removing  the  wreck  in  the  harbor  ol 
New  Bedford 

For  the  construction  of  a breakwater  at 
Sandy  bay 

For  preserving  the  point  of  land  leading 
to  the  fort  and  light-house  at  the  Gur- 
net, in  Duxbury,  by  hurdles  or  double 
ranges  of  piles 

For  the  preservation  of  Rainsford  Island, 
in  the  harbor  of  Boston 

State  of  Rhode  Island. 

For  a breakwater  at  Church’s  cove  har- 
bor, in  the  town  of  Little  Compton 
State  of  Connecticut. 

For  improving  the  harbor  of  Saybrook, 
by  removing  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of 
Connecticut  river 

For  improving  the  harbor  of  Westport 
For  a sea-wall  to  preserve  Fail-weather 
island,  near  Black  Rock  harbor 
For  securing  the  public  works  af the  har- 
bor of  Southport 

For  further  securing  the  beach  at  Cedar 
Point,  in  Connecticut 
For  deepening  the  channel  leading  into 
Bridgeport  narbor 

For  deepening  the  channel  of  the  river 
Thames 

State  of  Vermont. 

For  building  a breakwater  or  pier  at  the 
harbor  of  Burlington 
For  deepening  the  channel  to  eight  feet 
between  the  islands  of  North  and  South 
Hero,  near  St.  Alban's,  in  Lake  Cham- 
plain, in  Vermont 

State  of  New  York. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 
Portland,  on  Lake' Erie  10,000 


400 


300 


5,000 


10,000  41 
10,000 
10,000 


5,000 

15,000 


10,000 


20,000 

3.000 

10,000 

1,500 

1.000 
10,000 
10,000 


10,000 


15,000 


For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at 
the  mouth  of  Salmon  river,  on  Lake 
Ontario  5,000 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at 
the  mouth  of  Oak  Orchard  creek,  on 
Lake  Ontario  5,000 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 
Black  river,  at  the  mouth  of  Lake 
Ontario  5,000 

For  building  a breakwater  or  pier  at  the 
harbor  of  Plattsburg  10,000 

For  improving  the  harbor  at  the  mouth 

of  Cattaraugus  creek,  on  Lake  Erie  15,000 

For  improving  the  entrance  of  White- 
hall harbor,  on  Lake  Champlain  8,000 

For  building  an  ice  breaker  on  Staten 
island  19,500 

State  of  New  Jersey. 

For  improving  the  harbor  at  New  Bruns- 
wick, by  removing  the  obstructions 
in  the  Raritan  river  7,000' 

For  the  protection  and  improvement  of 
Little  Egg  harbor  5,000 

For  a survey  of  Crow  shoal,  in  Dela- 
ware bay,  to  ascertain  the  expediency 
of  constructing  a breakwater  or  arti- 
ficial harbor  1,000 

State  of  Pennsylvania. 

For  repairs  at  the  harbor  of  Chester  3,000 

For  removing  the  bar  on  the  river  Dela- 
ware, in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort 
Mifflin,  with  the  view  of  improving 
the  harbor  of  Philadelphia  15,000 

State  of  Delaware. 

For  improving  the  harbor  of  Wilming- 
ton, by  removing  the  bar  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Christina  river  15,000 

State  of  Maryland. 

For  deepening  the  harbor  of  Baltimore  20,000 
For  a survey  of  the  headwaters  of  Che- 
sapeake bay  500 

State  of  Virginia. 

For  a survey  of  James  river,  with  the 
view  of  improving  the  harbor  of  Rich- 
mond 500 

For  improving  the  navigation  of  the 
channels  at  the  entrances  of  the  Dis- 
mal Swamp  canal  15,000 

State  of  North  Carolina. 

For  removing  a sand  shoal  in  Pamptico 
river  5,000 

For  removing  the  oyster  shoal  in  the 
New  river,  Onslow  county  5,000 

To  improve  the  harbor  of  Beaufort  5,000 

State  of  South  Carolina. 

For  a survey  of  the  bar  and  harbor  of 
Georgetown  1,001 

Slate  of  Georgia. 

For  the  removal  of  the  Brunswick  bar, 
with  the  view  of  improving  the  har- 
bor of  Brunswick  10,000 

State  of  Ohio. 

For  constructing  two  piers  and  improv- 
ing the  navigation  at  the  mouth  of 
Vermilion  river  10,000 

State  of  Indiana. 

For  the  construction  of  a harbor  at  Mi- 
chigan city  20,000 

State  of  Louisiana. 

For  increasing  the  depta  of  water  in  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river,  by 
closing  some  of  the  passages  leading 
out  of  it,  or  by  cutting  aship  channel, 
or  by  any  other  means  which  shall  be 
deemed  expedient  75,000 

State  of  Missouri. 

For  a pier  to  give  direction  to  the  cur- 
rent of  the  Mississippi  river,  near  the 
city  of  Saint  Louis  15,900 

For  the  survey  of  Saint  Francis,  Black 
and  White  rivers,  in  Arkansas  and 
Missouri,  to  determine  upon  the  ex- 
pediency of  removing  the  natural 
rafts  thereon  1,000 

Territory  of  Florida , 

For  removing  a mud  shoal,  called  the 
Bulk  Head,  in  the  channel  from  East 
Pass  to  Appalachieola  10,000 

Territory  of  Michigan. 

For  the  construction  of  a pier  or  break- 
water at  the  mouth  of  tne  river  Saint 
Joseph  20,000 

Territory  of  Wisconsin. 

For  the  survey  of  the  mouth  of  Mil- 
waukee river,  on  Lake  Michigan,  to 
determine  the  practicability  of  making 
a harbor  by  deepening  the  channel  400 


y 493,100  41 


Miscellaneous. 

H.  It.  245. 

For  the  service  of  post  office  depart- 
ment 3,150,000 

Note.  This  sum  is  payable  only  from 
moneys  in  the  treasury  arising  from  the 
revenues  of  the  post  office  department. 

S.  81. 

Forthe  support  of  the  penitentiary,  D.  C.  22,084  73 
S.  92. 

For  public  buildings  in  tire  territory  of 
Wisconsin  20,000 

Fora  library  for  the  government  of  Wis- 
consin 5,000 

Note.  These  two  appropriations  are 
also  contained  in  the  general  appropria- 
tion bill  H.  R.  216,  and  must,  therefore, 
be  deducted  from  the  general  aggregate. 

S.  112. 

For  the  relief  of  the  corporate  cities  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  1,570,SS3 

Note.  Of  this  sum  $70,883  only  is 
payable  during  the  year  1836,  that  be- 
ing the  interest  due,  and  to  become  due, 
during  the  year  on  the  principal  sum  of 
$1,500,000;  which  principal  sum  is  pay- 
able as  follows:  on  the  1st  of  January, 

1841,  $60,000,  and  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary of  each  succeeding  year,  a like  sum 
of  $60,000,  until  the  whole  sum  shall 
have  become  redeemed,  which  will  be 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1861. 

S.  131. 

For  the  payment  of  certain  companies 
of  the  militia  of  Missouri  and  Indiana, 
for  services  rendered  against  the  In- 
dians in  1832  4,300 

S.  148. 

For  the  relief  of  the  owners,  officers  and 
crews  of  the  private  armed  vessels 
Neptune  and  Fox  1,725 

S.  207. 

For  surveying  the  lands  covering  the 
town  of  Fort  Madison,  Burlington, 

Bclleview,  Dubuque,  Peru  and  Mine- 
ral Point  . 3,000 

S.  239. 

For  a library  for  the  patent  office  1,500 

S.  174. 

For  William  H.  Bell’s  invention  relating 
to  cannon  20, COO 

S.  64. 

For  the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland 
road  in  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois  600,000 


$5,39S,492  73 


Recapitulation  of  appropriations  for  1S36. 

Civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  $4,210,546  77 

Army  4,607,298  92 


Fortifications 
Navy 
Pensioners 
Indian  department 
Indian  treaties 

Suppression  of  Indian  hostilities 
Delaware  breakwater,  harbor  and  ri- 
vers 

Improvement  of  certain  harbors 
Miscellaneous 

Private  claims  estimated  (per  treasu- 
ry statement) 


2,907,645  95 
6,276,312  10 
455,454 
1,862, IPS  74 
6, 3S  1,454  67 
5,020,000 

709,884  42 
493,100  41 
5,398,492  73 

220,000 


$38,542,298  71 

Deduct  tins  sum  for  territory  of  Wis- 
consin, having  been  twice  appro-  „ 
priated,  viz:  in  PI.  R.  216,  and  S.  92  25,000 

Amounting  altogether  to  $3S, 517,298  71 

And  if  $1,500,000  appropriated  for  the  cities  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  which  is  not  payable 
lor  many  years,  be  deducted;  and  the  $3,150,000 
appropriated  for  the  post  office,  which  is  payable 
only  out  of  the  receipts  of  the  department,  be 
also  deducted,  the  amount  of  appropriations  for 
1836  would  then  stand  at  $33,S67,298  71 

NEW  OFFICES. 

Statement  of  the  new  offices  created  and  the  salaries 
of  each , during  the  last  session  of  congress,  made 
in  pursuance  of  the  6th  section  of  the  act  of  the  2d 
of  July,  1836,  to  provide,  for  the  appropriation  of 
additional  payments,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Salaries  per  annum , 

An  agent  to  obtain  the  legacy  of  James 
Smithson,  late  of  London,  deceased, 
for  the  establishment  of  the  Smith- 
sonian institution  for  the  increase  and 
diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men, 
salary  not  fixed. 
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Three  assistants  to  the  commissioner  of 
the  public  buildings,  as  superintendent 
of  the  Potomac  bridge,  at  $1  50  per 
day  each,  each 

A register  and  receiver  of  the  Milwaukie 
land  district  in  Michigan,  same  as 
other  registers  and  receivers. 

A register  and  receiver  of  the  Grand 
river  land  district,  in  Michigan,  ditto. 

A register  and  receiver  of  the  Saginaw 
laud  district,  in  Michigan,  ditto. 

Three  additional  clerks  in  the  treasury 
department,  under  the  act  to  regulate 
the  deposites  of  the  public  money,  one 
at  a salary  of 

And  two  at  a salary  each  of 

A governor  for  the  territory  of  Wiscon- 
sin, to  act  as  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs 

A secretary  for  the  territory  of  Wiscon- 
sin 

A chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of 
the  territory  of  Wisconsin 

Two  associate  justices  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  territory  of  Wisconsin, 
each 

An  attorney  for  the  territory  of  Wiscon- 
sin; the  salary  and  fees  as  the  attor- 
ney for  Michigan. 

A marshal  for  the  territory  of  Wisconsin; 
the  same  fees  as  the  marshal  of  the 
northern  district  of  New  York,  and 
$200  for  extra  services. 

A district  judge  for  the  district  of  Ar- 
kansas 

A district  attorney  for  said  district,  in 
addition  to  his  stated  fees,  $2 00  for 
extra  services. 

A marshal  for  said  district,  same  fees  as 
marshals  in  other  districts,  and  $200 
for  extra  services. 

A district  judge  for  the  district  of  Mi- 
chigan 

A district  attorney  for  said  district,  in 
addition  to  his  stated  fees,  $200  for 
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1,000 

1,000 

2.500 
1,200 
1,800 

1.500 


2,000 


1,500 


50 


extra  services. 

A marshal  for  said  district,  same  fees  as 
marshals  in  other  districts,  and  $200 
for  extra  services. 

The  clerks  in  the  general  land  office,  as  heretofore 
provided  for  by  law,  were  as  follows: 

Salaries  per  annum. 


u. 


1,700 


A chief  clerk,  at  a salary  of 
A secretary  to  the  president  of  the 
States,  for  signing  land  patents 
One  clerk,  at  a salary  of 
Eight  clerks,  at  salaries,  each,  of 
Six  clerks,  at  salaries,  each,  of 
A draughtsman,  at  a salary  of 
A messenger  at 
An  assistant  messenger,  at 
In  lieu  of  which  the  following  arc  provided  for  by  the 
“ act  to  reorganize  the  general  land  office,”  ap- 
proved 2d  July  instant,  viz: 

A principal  clerk  of  the  public  lands 
A principal  clerk  on  private  land  claims 
A principal  clerk  of  the  surveys 
A recorder  of  the  general  land  office 
A solicitor  of  the  general  land  office 
A secretary  to  the  president  of  the  U. 

States,  for  signing  land  patents 
One  clerk 
Four  clerks,  each 
Sixteen  clerks,  each 
Twenty  clerks,  each 
Five  clerks,  each 
Thirty-five  clerks,  each 
One  principal  draughtsman 
One  assistant  draughtsman 
Two  messengers,  each 
Two  packers,  each 
Three  additional  paymasters  for  the  army,  with 
same  pay  and  emoluments  as  allowed  to  other 
paymasters  of  the  army. 

The  president  is  authorised,  in  case  the  present 
number  of  paymasters  should  not  be  sufficient  to 
pay  militia  and  volunteers  in  service,  to  assign  the 
duties  of  paymaster  to  any  officer  of  the  army,  to 
receive,  while  so  employed,  the  same  emoluments 
as  are  allowed  to  paymasters,  and  the  number  of 
such  officers  not  to  exceed  one  for  every  two  regi- 
ments of  militia  or  volunteers. 

Three  additional  surgeons  for  the  army. 

Five  assistant  surgeons  for  tire  army. 

The  clerks  in  the  department  of  state  heretofore  as- 
signed to  the  patent  office  were: 

One,  at  a salary  of  $1,500 

Two,  at  salaries,  each,  of  1,000 

One,  at  a salary  of  800 

One  machinist,  at  700 

One  messenger,  at  400 


1,500 

1,100 

1,000 

1,159 

1,000 

700 

350 


$1,800 

1,300 

1,800 

1,500 

2,000 

1,500 

1,500 

1,400 

1,300 

1,200 

1,100 

1,000 

1,500 

1,200 

700 

450 


In  lieu  of  which  there  have  been  provided  for  the 
patent  office  by  the  '‘act  to  promote  the  progress  of 
useful  arts,  and  to  repeal  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts 
heretofore  made  for  that  purpose,”  as  follows,  viz: 
Salaries  per  annum. 

A commissioner  of  patents,  at  a salary  of  $3,000 


A chief  clerk  of  the  patent  office,  do.  1,700 
An  examining  clerk,  do.  1,500 

Two  clerks,  one  of  whom  shall  be  a 

competent  draughtsman,  at  a salary  of  1,200 
One  clerk,  at  a salary  of  1,000 

A machinist,  do.  1,250 

A messenger,  do.  700 


The  secretary  of  state  is  authorised  to  appoint  a 
board  of  examiners,  to  consist  of  three  disinterested 
persons,  &c.  in  every  case  where  an  appeal  shall 
be  made  by  individuals  whose  applications  for  pa- 
tents shall  be  rejected  by  the  commissioner  of  pa- 
tents, each  to  receive  for  his  services,  in  each  case, 
the  sum  of  $10. 

Messengers  in  the  offices  of  the  chief  engineer, 
adjutant  general,  the  commanding  general,  surgeon 
general,  inspector  general,  clothing  bureau,  topo- 
graphical, ordnance  and  subsistence  departments, 
all  together,  to  receive  $2,56S. 

A commissioner  under  the  “act  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect a convention  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,”  approved  6th  June  ultimo,  at  a salary  of 

$3,500 

A secretary  to  said  commission  at  a sa- 
lary of  2,000 

A clerk  to  said  commission,  do  1,500 

For  a clerk  in  the  office  of  superinten- 
dent of  Indian  affairs  for  the  territory 
of  Wisconsin  800 

The  officers  and  clerks  in  the  general  post,  office,  as 
heretofore  provided  for  by  law,  were  as  follows, 
viz: 

Two  assistant  postmasters  general,  each 


at  $2,500 

A chief  clerk,  at  1,700 

Four  clerks,  each  at  1,400 

Nine  clerks,  each  at  1,200 

One  clerk,  at  1,100 

Twenty-four  clerks,  each  at  1,000 

Seven  clerks,  each  at  900 

Forty  clerks,  each  at  ' 800 

Four  clerks,  each  at  600 

One  clerk,  at  500 

One  messenger,  at  700 

Three  assistant  messengers,  each  at  350 

Two  laborers,  each  at  240 


In  lieu  of  which,  the  following  have  been  provided  for 
by  the  “act  to  change  the  organization  of  the  post 
office  department,  and  to  provide  more  effectually 
for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts,”  approved  the 


2d  July  instant,  viz: 

Three  assistant  postmasters  general,  each  2,500 
A chief  clerk,  at  2,000 

Three  principal  clerks,  each  at  1,600 

Ten  clerks,  each  at  1,400 

Fifteen  clerks,  each  at  1,200 

Eight  clerks,  each  at  1,000 

A messenger  at  750 

Three  assistant  messengers,  each  at  350 

Two  watchmen,  each  300 

An  auditor  of  the  treasury  for  the  post 
office  department,  at  3,000 

A chief  clerk  for  the  auditor’s  office  2,000 

Four  principal  clerks,  each  at  1,600 

Ten  clerks,  each  at  1,400 

Twenty  clerks,  each  at  1,200 

Eight  clerks,  each  at  1,000 

A messenger  at  750 

Ati  assistant  messenger,  at  350 


The  postmaster  general  is  authorised,  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  pubile,  in  any  city,  to  employ 
letter  carriers  for  the  delivery  of  letters,  fee.  to  be 
paid  in  such  proportions  and  manner  out  of  the 
fund  raised  by  charges  for  the  delivery  of  letters 
and  papers,  as  the  postmaster  general  may  direct. 
An  acting  professor  of  chemistry  at  the 

military  academy  at  West  Point  $300 

For  a new  regiment  of  dragoons: 

A colonel,  pay  $90  per  month,  and  six  rations 
per  day. 

A lieutenant  colonel,  pay  $75  per  month,  and 
five  rations  per  day. 

A major,  pay  $00  per  month,  and  four  rations 
per  day. 

Ten  captains,  at  $50  per  month,  and  four  rations 
per  day. 

Eleven  first  lieutenants,  at  $33  33£  per  month, 
and  three  rations  per  day. 

Ten  second  lieutenants,  at  $33  33£  per  month, 
and  three  rations  per  day. 

Two  commissioners,  for  two  years,  to  examine 
claims  under  a treaty  with  the  fcherokec  Indians, 
at  $8  per  day,  each. 


A secretary  for  the  same,  at  $5  per  day. 

An  interpreter  for  the  same,  at  $2  50  per  day. 

Two  additional  clerks  in  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, under  2d  section  act  3d  March,  1835,  one  at 
a salary  of  $1,150,  and  the  other  at  $1,000  per  an- 
num. 

For  additional  clerks  and  messengers  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  commissioner  of  pensions,  $12,200. 

An  additional  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  navy  board,  at  $900  per  annum. 

The  surveyor  general  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Mi- 
chigan authorised  to  employ  two  additional  clerks, 
at  a sum  not  exceeding  $2,300,  and  allowed  the 
further  sum  of  $4,000  for  additional  clerk  hire. 

The  surveyor  general  of  Illinois  and  Missouri 
authorised  to  employ  clerks  at  a sum  not  exceeding 
$3,820. 

The  surveyor  general  of  Arkansas  allowed  the 
sum  of  $2,800  for  clerk  hire  in  his  office. 

The  surveyor  of  Louisiana  allowed  $2,500  for 
clerk  hire  in  his  office. 

The  surveyor  general  of  Mississippi  allowed  the 
sum  of  $5,000  for  clerk  hire  in  his  oilice. 

The  surveyor  general  of  Alabama  allowed  the 
sum  of  $2,000  for  clerk  hire  in  his  office. 

The  surveyor  general  of  Florida  allowed  the  sum 
of  $3,500  for  clerk  hire  in  his  office. 

The  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  at  St.  Louis 
authorised  to  employ  one  clerk  at  $1,000  and  ano- 
ther at  $800  per  annum. 

The  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  south  of  the 
Missouri  river  authorised  to  employ  one  clerk  at 
$1,000. 

The  secretary  of  war  authorized  to  employ — 

One  clerk  at  $1,600,  and  one  clerk  at  $1,400,  to 
be  employed  in  the  business  of  reservations  and 
grants  under  the  Indian  treaties,  for  four  years. 

Three  clerks  for  the  pension  office,  at  $1,000 
each,  for  one  year. 

Six  clerks  and  one  messenger  in  the  office  of  the 
quartermaster  general,  viz: 

One  clerk  at  $1,600. 

One  clerk  at  $1,200. 

Four  clerks  at  $1,000  each. 

One  messenger  at  $500. 

One  clerk  for  the  ordnance  office,  $1,200. 

Four  clerks  at  $1,000  each. 

One  clerk  for  the  adjutant  general’s  office  at 
$1,200,  and  three  clerks  at  $1,000  each. 

One  clerk  in  the  engineer  office  at  $1,200,  and 
one  clerk  at  $1,000. 

One  clerk  in  the  commanding  general’s  office  at 

$1,000. 

Six  clerks  and  one  messenger  in  the  emigrating 
Indian  bureau  attached  to  the  subsistence  depart- 
ment, viz: 

One  clerk  at  $1,600;  one  clerk  at  $1,400;  one 
clerk  at  $1,200;  and  three  clerks  at  $1,000  each, 
and  one  messenger  at  $500. 

And  all  acts  authorising  the  employment  of  extra 
clerks,  or  for  the  employment  of  non-commissioned 
officers  as  clerks  in  any  of  the  offices  of  the  war  de- 
partment, repealed. 

One  clerk  in  the  topographical  bureau,  $1,000. 

SALARIES  INCREASED. 

Offices  the  salaries  of  which  have  been  increased,  and 
the  amount  of  such  increase. 

Ain’t  of  inrrra*»<j 
per  ik  mi  u in. 

The  commissioner  of  public  buildings, 


Washington,  as  superintendent  of  the 
Potomac  bridge  $300 

For  extra  compensation  to  the  judge  of 

the  middle  district  of  Florida  800 

To  the  assistant  messenger  in  first  comp- 
troller’s office,  in  addition  to  former 
appropriation  50 

To  the  surveyor  in  Alabama,  in  addition 
to  a former  appropriation  500 


In  lieu  of  pay,  rations  and  all  other  allowances, 
there  shall  be  allowed  the  following  compensation 
to  the  officers  of  the  revenue  cutters,  viz: 

To  each  captain  $2,000  per  annum. 

To  each  first  lieutenant  $960  per  annum. 

To  each  second  lieutenant  $860  per  annum. 

To  each  third  lieutenant  $790  per  annum. 

Assistant  messenger  in  the  office  of  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury,  in  lieu ‘of  former  compensation, 
$650  per  annum. 

Assistant  messenger  in  the  office  of  the  first 
comptroller  of  the  treasury,  in  lieu  of  former  com- 
pensation, $500  per  annum. 

To  translator  and  librarian  in  the  department  of 
state,  a salary  of  $1,600. 

The  disbursing  agent  in  said  department,  $1,450. 

The  messenger  in  the  office  of  commissioner  of 
Indian  affairs,  in  lieu  of  former  compensation,  $700. 

Office  house  reps.  U.  S.  July  11,  1836. 

W.  S.  FRANKLIN,  clerk. 
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FOREIGN  CHRONICLE. 

Two  African  princes,  sons  of  the  late  king  of 
Asliantcc,  ale  in  Lonilon,  with  tlieir  tutor.  They 
were  introduced  to  lord  Glenelg  by  one  of  the  colo- 
ni.d  governors.  Tlieir  names  are  Quanta  missal)  and 
Ansapli. 

King  Olho  of  Greece  arrived  at  Potsdam,  in  Prus- 
sia, on  the  ‘Jlh  of  September.  I’he  marriage  con- 
tract between  him  and  the  princess  Amelia,  daugli- 
ttrof  the  grand  duke  of  Oldenburgh,  was  signed  on 
the  same  day  at  Dresden.  The  princess  will  he  18  in 
December. 

The  receipts  at  the  musical  festival  in  Manchester, 
were  £10,59:2.  Not  far  from  $50,000.  Viva  la  mu- 
sical 

A new  regulation  has  been  enacted  in  England,  by 
which  bakers  are  required  to  have  scales  and  weights 
in  their  shops,  and  to  weigh  the  loaves  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  purchasers,  if  requested.  Alio  to  fur- 
nish their  bread  wagons  with  scales  and  weights,  for 
the  same  purpose. 

A portion  of  London  was  thrown  into  an  uproar, 
on  the  15th  of  September,  by  the  news  that  a huge 
hear  had  made  his  escape  from  a stable,  and  was  roam- 
ing about,  seeking  whom  he  might  devour.  lie  had 
been  a passenger  from  N.  York  on  board  the  Sampson, 
intended  for  the  Zoological  Garden.  A party  of 
keepers  from  the  garden  succeeded  in  recapturing 
him,  before  lie  had  done  any  mischief. 

The  Mendicity  society  in  Dublin  contemplate  to 
make  the  poor  w ho  ItaCe  received  relief  from  their 
funds,  which  are  now  nearly  exhausted,  march  in  pro- 
cession, to  the  amount  of  some  thousands,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  exciting  the  charity  and  compassion  of  the 
affluent ! 

Letters  from  Madras  sav  that  the  king  of  Bokhara 
had  prohibited  his  iliuiloo  subjects  from  burning 
tin  ir  dead,  on  the  ground  that  such  crrmalion  is  offen- 
sive, unhealthy  and  abhorrent  to  the  feelings  of  Mus- 
milmcn. 

Madam  Maliliran,  the  queen  of  song — she  who  com- 
menced among  us  her  brief  but  brilliant  career,  is  no 
more.  She  died  in  Manchester,  England,  on  Friday 
night,  23d  September,  after  an  illness  of  nine  days, 
having  only  reached  her  2Slh  year. 

Some  disturbance  had  occurred  at  Nantes,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  arrest,  trial  and  condemnation  to  a 
short  imprisonment  of  a number  of  combination  ope- 
ratives— trades’  unionists.  When  the  prisoners  were 
on  tlieir  way  to  prison,  the  populace  attacked  the  gen- 
darmerie, with  stones  and  other  missiles.  Several  of 
the  soldiers  ;re  seriously  wounded.  The  mob  pro- 
ceeded so  far  as  to  commence  throwing  up  barricades, 
hut  were  ultimately  dispersed  by  force. 

A child  has  been  horn  in  France  with  a proboscis, 
like  that  of  an  elephant,  instead  of  a nose. 

The  coronation  of  the  emperor  of  Austria  took  place 
tit  Prague,  on  the  Silt  of  September. 

The  London  consol  market  is  quoted,  on  Saturday 
afternoon,  September  24lh,  at  8S  13-48. 

Bosnia.  By  attempting  to  introduce  civilization 
among  his  subjects  in  Bosnia,  it  is  said  the  sultan  has 
thrown  that  province  into  a state  of  insurrection.  The 
.Mahomethms  of  tint  region  have  enjoyed  peculiar 
privileges  lime  immemorial,  anil  they  are  determined 
not  to  y ield  them  without  energetic  resistance.  There 
had  been  some  cutting  oft"  of  heads.  The  insur- 
rectionists had  assembled  inarms  to  the  number  of 
12,000 — and  were  increasing.  The  force  of  the  vizier 
to  oppose  them,  was  only'  10,000. 

The  slave  trail'.  The  English  newspapers  speak 
of  the  increase  of  the  slave  trade.  There  were  about 
fifty  Spanish  slave  ships  to  the  southward  of  the  coast 
of  Africa,  and  about  thirty  to  the  northward,  chiefly 
American  built,  engaged  in  the  truffle.  Many  Portu- 
guese vessels  to  the  southward  of  the  line,  were  en- 
gaged in  this  trade.  There  is  no  doubt  that  many 
American  vessels  built  in  the  northern  states  and  sold 
(though  not  built  expressly)  for  the  slave  trade. 

A duel  lately  took  place  in  France  between  two 
brothers,  one  of  whom  was  killed;  it  was  occasioned 
by  their  rivalry  in  (lie  profession  of  surgery. 

A rare  occurrence.  A Paris  paper  states  that  (he 
revenue  of  the  kingdom  of  Norway,  for  the  year  1835, 
exceeded  the  expenditure  by  419,000  dollars.  Not- 
withstanding the  reduction  of  duties  by  the  tariff"  of 
1833,  the.  receipt  of  customs  was  an  excess  of  911,700 
dollars  in  gold  and  88,718  dollars  in  notes. 

Accounts  from  St.  Helena,  brought  by  an  arrival  at 
Salem,  state  that  the  English  ship  Doncaster,  from 
Die  of  France,  with  upward  of  eighty  passengers,  hail 
foundered  off"  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  all  were 
lost.  A part  of  the  wreck  and  a number  of  the  bo- 
dies had  drifted  ashore  near  Cape  Aquilhas. 

American  cotton  had  advanced  at.  Liverpool.  The 
Review  of  the  market  for  Saturday , the  24th  Septem- 
ber, savs:  “there  has  been  a good  demand  for  cotton 
throughout  the  week,  particularly  American,  the  com- 
mon kind  of  which  have  advanced  l-8f/.  whilst  the 
better  descriptions,  as  well  as  most  other  kinds,  fully 


support  out-  last  quotations.”  The  sales  of  the  week, 
including  auction,  amount  to  28,350  bales,  of  w hich 
5,500  American  were  on  speculation.  The  prices 
ranged  for  bowed,  G,880  bales,  from  8 3-8  to  12 il. 
New  Orleans,  G,(KK)  bales,  8 to  Vlkd.  Mobile  and 
Alabama,  7,200  bales,  7}  to  \2d. 

The  land  speculators  have  reached  England.  Vir- 
ginia, Georgia  and  Texas  lands  are  in  market.  Texas 
scrip  sells  for  an  English  shilling  per  acre.  A thou- 
sand acres  of  Georgia  land  sold  for  £50. 

The  British  government  has  been  compelled  to 
raise  the  interest  on  the  outstanding  exchequer  bills 
from  to  ‘2d.  per  diem,  or  3 per  cent,  per  annum,  to 
prevent  their  being  returned  upon  the  treasury  for 
payment.  There  are  from  eight  to  nine  millions  of 
these  hills  in  circulation,  all  of  which  would  have 
been  sent  in,  as  payment  for  taxes,  had  not  this  mea- 
sure been  adopted.  Thus  there  is  a pressure  in  the 
money  market  in  England  also. 

It  is  stated  in  the  London  journals,  that  as  the  ef- 
flux of  gold  continues,  the  hank  is  about  taking  far- 
ther stringent  measures.  The  joint  stock  companies 
and  country  banks  are  still  curtailing  tlieir  discounts; 
and  a necessity  is  said  to  exist  of  pursuing  rigid  mea- 
sures, until  the  value  of  money  shall  have  been  still 
more  increased — until,  in  fact,  the  precious  metals 
shall  he  rendered  more  valuable  at  home  than  abroad. 
The  exportation  of  gold  would  then  cease  of  coarse. 

Important  question.  A reward  of  a gold  medal,  of 
the  value  of  4U0  florins,  was  offered  lately  bv  a socitty 
at  Harltem,  for  the  best  answer  to  the  following  ques- 
tions:— “Is  the  time  in  which  we  live  distinguished 
or  not,  as  an  epoch  of  good  sense  and  humanity  * If  the 
affirmative,  give  the  indications  and  proofs  of  it.  If  the 
negative,  demonstrate  it.  In  either  case  produce  the 
result,  honorable  or  dishonorable,  towards  the  exist- 
ing time.”  The  answer  may  he  written  in  Dutch, 
Latin,  French,  English  or  German. 

Recognition  of  .Mexican  independence  by  Spam. 
In  our  eoluins  will  be  found  the  report  of  a committee 
of  the  Mexican  congress  upon  the  subject  of  opening 
her  ports  to  the  commerce  of  Spain,  preparatory  to 
the  recognition  of  her  independence;  and  a restoration 
of  amicable  relations  between  the  two  nations.  In 
our  next  number  we  shall  republish  the  whole  of  the 
proceedings  and  discussions  upon  the  question.  The 
report  and  debates  we  find  in  the  official  paper  of 
the  Mexican  government,  the  Rinrio  del  Gohicrno, 
from  which  wo  translate  them.  [,/V.  Orleans  Bee. 

DOMESTIC  CHRONICLE. 

Letters  from  the  Mediterranean  announce  the  arri- 
val, on  the  19th  August  at  Pitteus,  of  the  American 
squadron,  consisting  of  the  Potomac,  Constitution  and 
John  Adams.  On  the  2lst  they  were  joined  by  the 
frigate  United  Slates. 

Governor  Jenisdn  of  Vermont,  in  his  address  to 
the  legislature  of  that  state,  recommends  the  adoption 
of  measures  for  the  improvement  of  the  public  schools. 
He  suggests  the  expediency  of  establishing  institutions 
for  the  education  of  teachers,  and  of  appropriating  to 
the  aid  of  such  institutions  and  also  of  primary  schools, 
the  income  of  the  portion  of  the  surplus  revenue 
which  is  to  he  received  by  the  state. 

Charles  R.  I Vi lliams  has  been  elected  chief  justice, 
and  Messrs.  Rnyce,  Collamer  and  Rrdfield  assistant 
justices  of  the  supreme  court  of  Vermont. 

On  Tuesday  the  25th  nit  the  thermometer  at  Alba- 
ny, N.  Y.  stood  at  20°,  or  12°  degrees  below  freezing, 
and  so  cold  was  the  night  that  the  locomotive  from 
Utica  the  day  previous  was  detained  some  time  in  or- 
der to  procure  water,  which  they  were  obliged  to  take 
from  wells  -the  water  in  tlieir  reservoirs  along  the 
route  being  frozen  solid.  There  is  much  snow  to  the 
north  ami  west. 

The  St.  Joseph’s  (Florida)  Telepraph  states  that 
the  lion.  J.  M.  White  has  returned  from  a two  years’ 
tour  in  Europe,  bringing  with  him  a large  supply  of 
seeds  and  plants  of  foreign  growth. 

Speaking  of  the  commercial  prosperity  of  New  Or- 
leans the  Grand  Gulf  Advertiser  says — While  on  a 
visit  there  a few  weeks  since,  we  were  actually  as- 
tonished to  witness  the  great  number  of  large  and 
splendid  edifices  which  were  under  way  and  in  rapid 
progress  towards  completion.  The  spirit  of  enter- 
prise and  industry  seemed  to  be  an  absorbing  princi- 
ple w ith  all  classes.  Eighteen  months  ago  we  thought 
the  progress  of  improvement  great,  hut  it  was  nothing 
to  compare  to  that  which  has  taken  place  within  the 
past  six  months  and  now  in  active  operation. 

This  is  ascribed  to  the  recent  division  of  the  city 
into  three  independent  municipalities,  “as  each  mu- 
nicipality is  ambitious  to  excel  the  other.”  To  those 
who  may  incline  to  link  their  future  fortunes  with 
that  enterprising  place  it  is  our  duty  to  quote  the  opi- 
nion of  the  Giand  Gulf  Advertiser  as  regard*  the 
health  of  that  city.  The  health  of  the  city  has  been 
better  t lit?  past  summer  limn  ii  was  ever  known  In  lie; 
and  from  our  observation  of  things,  there  is  little 
doubt  lint  that  each  succeeding  year  will  find  it  gieatly 
improved. 

A meeting  of  the  standing  committee,  appointed 
pursuant  to  a resolution  adopted  by  the  citizens  of 
Richmond,  at  a meeting  convened  on  the  12th  instant, 


to  consider  the  propriety  of  constructing  a rail  t oad 
from  Richmond,  by  wav  of  Farmulle,  to  Lynchburg, 
and  from  Farmville  to  Danville,  was  held  i>u  the  27tli 
October,  which  was  rescind  that  as  soon  as  a suffi- 
cient sum  shall  be  subscribed  lor  the  purpose  nf  pro- 
curing a preliminary  survey  and  estimate  of  the  rail 
road  from  Richmond  to  Farmville,  this  committee 
will  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  an  engineer,  to 
execute  and  prepare  the  same. 

It  is  rather  an  interesting  anil  certainly  a novel  fact 
that,  owing  to  the  present  exorbitant  price  of  bread, 
and  wheal  flour,  public  attention  lias  been  directed  to 
the  use  of  superfine  rice  flour.  One  part  of  ibis  unit- 
ed with  three  of  wheat  flour  makes  the  most  whole- 
some, and  by  far  the  cheapest  family  bread.  It  is 
now  extensively  used  by  the  family  bakers  in  New 
York,  and  found  to  make  superior  bread  to  wheat 
flour  alone.  It  is  the  most  wholesome  of  all  farina- 
ceous substances,  being  the  sole  food  of  millions  in 
Asia,  where  protracted  lives  are  justly  ascribed  to  the 
constant  use  of  this  simple  food.  The  difference  in 
the  price  of  both  articles  is  well  worthy  the  attention 
of  families — the  rice  flour  is  quite  dry  and  it  should 
be  remembered  that  where  a barrel  of  wheat  flour 
should  contain  196  lbs.  the  dampness  leaves  tint  more 
than  190  lbs.  of  food.  The  rice  flour,  as  before  stat- 
ed, is  perfectly  dry — is  all  food — far  more  w bolesome, 
and  sells  at  a more  economical  rale. 

A special  election  by  order  of  the  governor  of 
Georgia  will  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  pre- 
sent month  to  supply  the  place  of  the  hou.  J.  Coffee, 
in  the  present  congress.  (Jn  the  same  day  comes  <ui 
the  election  for  president  and  vice  president  ofllic  U. 
Slates. 

In  reference  to  the  fertility  of  Texas  a planter  of 
that  country  bets  $200  that  be  will  clear,  this  year, 
with  13  hands,  $G0B  each,  that  is  $7,800,  and  that  Ins 
profits  would  be  touch  greater  but  lor  the  distur- 
bances in  the  country. 

A letter  dated  the  22d  tilt,  from  Ashvillr,  N.  C. 
states  that  the  number  of  shares  subscribed  to  the 
Louisville,  Cincinnati  and  Charleston  rail  road  at  that 
place  was  44‘2,  and  an  extract  from  a letter  dati  d Co- 
lumbia, 24tb  October,  states  that  the  subscriptions  in 
the  upper  country  have  been  quite  liberal. 

Patent  rijle.  A voting  man  named  Joint  II.  Coch- 
ran, of  New  Ilamjpliire,  lias  invented  a rifle  which 
may  he  fired  any  number  of  times  in  quick  succession. 
He  has  sold  the  right  for  manufacturing  in  the  United 
States  to  a company  in  New  York  for  $.80ti,tKai,  and 
received  a gold  medal  It  mu  the  New  York  American 
Institute  as  a reward  for  his  ingenuity. 

Upwards  of  three  hundred  mechanics,  at-iizans  and 
laborers,  landed  at  New  Orleans  on  llielltli  instant 
from  the  northern  cities.  During  the  past  season,  in- 
ferior carpenters  were  procuring  $4  to  $4  50  per  day 
in  that  city,  and  first  rate  bricklayers  often  command- 
ed $5  per  titty . 

Specie  has  become  scarce  ill  New  Orleans,  and  the 
papers  of  that  city  announce,  with  tu>  little,  satisfac- 
tion, the  arrival  of  parcels  trom  abroad.  $100,000  ar- 
rived on  the  10th  from  Pliiladtlphia,  and  $55,tx:0  from 
Natchez,  and  the  banks  have  made  a joint  arrange* 
mi  ni  for  the  importation  ol  $3,000,000  from  Mexico, 
to  be  paid  liv  biils  on  England. 

A letter  from  Cincinnati  states  that  the  theatre  of 
that  (dace  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  morning  of  the 
21»t  insl.  The  loss  is  estimated  at  $100,000. 

Such  is  the  scarcity  of  coal  at  Quebec  that  the  daily 
line  of  steamers  to  Montreal  is  suspended.  The  eold 
is  so  excessive  that  the  ice  made  on  the  canal  at  Mon- 
treal, Oct.  28,  and  large  quantities  of  potatoes  have 
been  frozen. 

.Meteor.  On  Sunday,  23H,  a large  meteor,  or  fire 
ball,  was  observed  to  pass  over  Greenfield,  Mass,  i t 
7 and  II  o’clock  at  night;  it  exploded  both  times, 
causing  the  houses  to  quiver  as  if  affected  by  ait  earth- 
quake. 

It  would  seem  from  the  Bangor  Courier  that  the 
lawyers  in  that  place  must  be  doing  a fine  business — 
there  being  on  the  docket  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas,  at  a recent  session,  no  less  than  twenty-five 
hundred  cases,  and  on  that  nf  die  supreme  court  about 
to  commence  its  sittings — sixteen  hundred. 

Another  dreadful  accident.  A schooner  which  ar- 
rived at  Portland,  (Me  ) picked  up,  70  miles  from 
Elizabeth,  a schooner  belonging  to  Bath,  loaded  with 
potatoes  and  wood,  and  hound  to  Boston,  capsized 
and  on  her  beam  ends,  all  the  crew  dead  except  the 
captain,  who  is  now  in  a very  low  stale — (our  dead 
bodies  were  found  on  the  w reck.  The  captain  had  a 
nephew  on  board,  who  was  the  last  man  who  died. 

Post  njlice  in  . V' -in  Yorh.  A branch  of  the  New 
York  city  post  office  lias  been  established  in  M all 
street  in  that  city  and  Jameson  Cox,  esq.  lias  been  ap- 
pointed to  lake  charge  of  it. 

Telescope.  One  of  the  most  powerful  reflecting 
telescopes  In  the  United  States,  has  lircn  recently  ma- 
niifactured  liv  Aniasa  Holcomb  of  Mass  for  the  New- 
ark colleg  -,  Delaware.  Length  14  feet,  and  with  a 
10  inch  speculum. 
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“Reform  or  revolution”  in  Maryland. — 
In  the  present  sheet  We  publish  governor  Veazey’s 
proclamation  reprobating'-the  conduct  of  the  recu- 
sant electors, — declaring  that ‘the  constitution  and 
government  yet  exigt-in  all  tljeipintegrity — that  the 
senate  elected  -in  1831  continued  be  the  senate  of 
Maryland,  and  will  so  continue  until  superseded  by 
thb  election  of  successors  as  constitutionally  and 
lawfully  provided  for — that  they  \vith  the  house  of 
delegates  elected  in  October  last'  constitute  the  ge- 
neral assembly  of  the  state — and  convening  the 
said  general  assembly  on  Monday  the  2 1st  inst.  Sec. 

The’  proclamation  has  caused  considerable  ex- 
citement, but  will  not,  we  think,  lead  todihy  serious 
difficulties.'  The  result  of  the  late  'election,  and 
tiie  attitude  in  which  tiie  state  now  staWtfs,  has  pro- 
duced a crisis  which  invoices  the  moderation  of  the 
reflecting  portions  of- both  parties;  and  from  pre- 
sent indications  we  are  -sanguine  that  the  question 
wilt,  be  settled  without  collision  between  tiie  “re- 
formers and  revolutionists”  and  the  authorities  un- 
der the  constitution. 

France  and  the  United  States.  Amon”- 
the  passengers  in  the  packet  ship  Silvie  de  Grasse^ 
which  arrived  at  New  York  on  Tuesday  last  from 
Havre,  is  M.  Pageot,  the  former  secretary  to  the 
French  legation,  who  has  been  appointed  by  the 
government  of  France  ch'aige  d’affaires  until  the  ar- 
rival ot  the  new  minister,  Ml  Edward  Pontois,  who 
is  at  present  in  Brazil.  Thus  friendly- relations  are 
restored  with  our  ancient-  ally,  and  we  hope  they 
will  long  remain  uninterrupted. 

Presidential  election.  We  cannot,  from 
the  numerous  contradictory  statements  before  us, 
make  out  any  tiling  like  a cotrect  account  of  the  re- 
sult of  the  elections  recently  held,  with  the  excep- 
tion ol  that  in  Maryland — for  the  returns  partake  so 
much  ol  the  wishes  or  fears  of  the  parties  making 
them,  that  it  is  impossible  to  arrive  at  the  truth.— 
Our  readers  must,  therefore,  be  content  for  the  pre- 
sent, With  tiie  lollowing -brief  synopsis  -from  the  re- 
turns before  us,  chieliy  based  upon  rlunor  and  con- 
jecture. In  the  next  “Register”  we  will  be  able, 
we  hope,  to  present  a correct  exhibit  from  official 
sources. 

Connecticut.  In  this  state  the  election  took  place 
on  the  7th  inst.  and  the  following  is  said  to  be  cor- 
rect as  far  as  ascertained. 


contains  a statement  that  leaves  out  several  large 
majorities  on  both  sides,  that  are  contested  or  denied, 
and  omits  altogether  any  estimates  of  thevote  of 
nineteen  counties,  and  gives  the  following  result: 
for  Harrison  53,5-18,  for  Van  Buren  52,068.  The 
last  “Pennsylvania,”  ( V.  B.)  publishes  a statement 
which  makes  Van  Boren’s  majority  over  4,000;  and 
the  “Philadelphia  Daily  Advertiser,”  (whig)  con- 
tains a letter  dated  at  Harrisburgh,  Nov.  10,  that 
says  it  is  conceded  that  the  state  has  gone  for  Van 
Buren. 

The  election  has  been  very  close,  and  it  is  im- 
possible to  arrive  at  a correct  result  until  the  re- 
turns are  canvassed  at  Harrisburgh.  Both  parties 
also  claim  a majority  in  the  convention.  The 
“Daily  Advertiser”  says  it  will  stand  68  wliigs  to 
65  V.  B. — -and  the  “Pennsylvanian”  68  V.  B.  to 
64  wliigs — 1 doubtful.  We  will  of  course  give  full 
and  authentic  returns  hereafter. 

The  following  is  the  result  of  the  election  in  De- 
laware. 

Harrison.  Van  Buren. 

Kent  county,  186  New  Castle,  146 

Sussex,  422 


Harrison, 
Van  Buren, 


608 

146 


Harrison’s  majority,  462 
The  whig  governor  and  member  of  congress  have 
been  elected  by  about  the  same  majorities. 

The  following  returns  of  the  election  in  Mary- 
ryland  are  nearly  correct.  In  our  next  we  will 
present  the  aggregate  returns  from  the  counties, 
and  a revised  summary. 

Whig.  maj. 

175 


Hartford  county. 

V.  B.  maj. 

H.  mag. 

206" 

New  Haven, 

30 

Litchfield, 

78 

Fairfield, 

474 

Middlesex, 

435 

New  London, 

300 

Windham 

15 

'Poland, 

15 

— 



1,224 

329 

329 

Majority  for  Van  Buren 

, 895 

There  are  seven  counties  yet  to  hear  from  which 
will  not  vary  the  result. 

From  New  York,  in  which  the  election  continued 
three  days,  we  have  very  few  returns.  The  New 
York  Commercial  of  yesterday  says — 

1 lie  inspectors,  from  the  great  number  of  scatter- 
ing votes,  make  hut  slow  work  of  canvassing  in 
this  city.  We  have  visited  most  of  the  polls  this 
morning,  but  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  with 
certainty  the  result. 

Marcy’s  majority  for  governor  will  not  probably 
vary  much  from  1,000. 

I allmadge’s  election  to  the  senate  is  almost  be- 
yond a doubt. 

The  congress  ticket  probably  stands  two  and 
two,  viz:  Cambreleng  and  Moore  on  the  Van  Buren 
ticket,  and  Curtis  and  Hodman  on  the  whig. 

Gulick  is  elected  register,  by  about  3,000  majority. 

The  assembly  ticket  is  canvassed  as  yet  hut  in 
few  of  the  wards.  Probably  there  are  two  or  three 
whig  members  elected. 

Nothing  certain  from  the  river  counties  or  the  in- 
terior of  the  state. 

From  Pennsylvania  the  returns  are  still  very  con- 
fused and  incomplete,  and  the  state  is  claimed  by 
both  parties.  The  “National  Gazette”  of  yesterday, 

Vol.  LI— Sis.  11.  J 


Allegany 

Washington 

Frederick 

Montgomery 

Baltimore  county 

Baltimore  city 

Harford  county 

Anne  Arundel 

Annapolis 

Prince  George’s 

Calvert 

Cecil 

Kent 

Queen  Anne’s 

Talbot 

Dorchester 

Caroline 

Somerset 

Worcester 

St.  Mary’s 

Charles 


V.  B.  maj. 


184 

138 

408 


200 

237 

27 

265 

7t) 

223 

122 

186 

300 

S3 

500 

400 

453 

200 

4,180 

595 


412 

111 


72 


595 


Harrison  majority  3,585 

From  Ohio  the  returns,  thus  far,  place  general 
Harrison  4,883  ahead  of  his  opponent,  and  30  coun- 
ties yet  to  hear  from. 

Virginia.  The  Intelligencer  of  this  morning 
contains  a statement  from  thirty-six  counties  and 
the  cities  of  Richmond  and  Norfolk,  that  gives  the 
following  results:  whig  ticket  4,922 — Van  Buren 
ticket  3,611. 

James  H.  McCulloch,  esq.  the  venerable  col- 
lector of  the  port  of  Baltimore,  died  at  his  residence, 
near  this  city,  on  Thursday  evening  last.  No  man 
that  ever  lived  was  more  ardent  in  devotion  to  his 
country,  or  resolute  in  defending  her  liberties.  In 
the  revolutionary  war  he  was  a brave  and  active 
partisan,  and  in  the  late  war  -with  Great  Britain, 
tho’  his  locks  were  hoary  with  age,  he  shouldered 
his  musket,  and  at  the  battle  of  North  Point,  fought 
with  an  invincible  spirit.  In  that  battle  his  leg 
was  broken  by  a cannon  ball,  and  he  was  taken 
prisoner  by  the  enemy.  His  private  life  was  cha- 
racterized by  stern  integrity,  and  lie  faithfully  dis- 
charged his  public  duties. 

Eulogy  on  Mr.  Madison.  We  have  at  last 


Mr.  Madison.  Most  of  our  subscribers  have,  no 
doubt,  ere  this  read  it;  but  it  is  due  to  the  memory 
of  the  illustrious  deceased  that  it  should  be  placed 
on  record  for  the  benefit  of  posterity.  As  soon  as 
room  is  afforded,  we  will  also  publish  copious  ex- 
tracts from  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams’  eulogy  on  the  life 
and  character  of  the  same  devoted  patriot,  delivered 
at  the  request  of  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  common 
council  of  Boston,  on  the  27th  of  September  last. 
It  makes  a pamphlet  of  87  pages,  large  8vo.  and  is 
one  of  the  most  noble  efforts  that  has  proceeded 
from  the  powerful  mind  of  its  distinguished  author; 
being  deeply  imbued  with  I he  “philosophy  of  his- 
tory,” and  practical  wisdom  that  will  benefit  the 
nation  and  individuals. 

“Baltimore  Address  Directory.”  We  have 
before  us  a little  work  compiled  by  Win.  G.  Lyford, 
esq.  entitled  the  “Baltimore  Address  Directory.” — 
It  contains  the  names  and  places  of  business  of  the 
principal  merchants,  mechanics,  traders,  £tc.  of 
Baltimore,  handsomely  displayed,  introduced  by  a 
very  interesting  exhibit  of  its  trade  and  resources, 
highly  creditable  to  Mr.  Lyi'ord’s  tact  and  industry. 
This  volume  Mr.  L.  intends  to  distribute,  in  per- 
son, through  the  western  states;  and  we  cannot 
conceive  a better  plan  to  accomplish  a great  good 
by  small  means,  as  those  who  promoted  the  project, 
will,  we  hope,  soon  discover. 

The  public  deposites.  The  Rhode  Island 
legislature,  on  Friday  the  4th  inst.  passed  a bill 
providing  that  the  portion  of  the  public  money 
which  shall  he  received  by  the  state  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, shall  be  deposited  in  the  several  banks  of  the 
state  which  have  conformed  with  the  law  of  the 
state,  and  which  will  agree  to  receive  the  same  and 
pay  to  the  state  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent. 
The  interest  is  appropriated  to  the  support  of  pub- 
lic schools. 

The  Tennessee  legislature  adjourned  on 
the  26th  ult.  They  passed  a law  to  secure  to  the 
state  her  proportion  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the 
United  States,  It  empowers  tne  governor,  comp- 
troller and  treasurer  to  receive  the  money,  on  giv- 
ing the  necessary  pledges  for  its  safe  keeping  and 
return  when  required.  'J 'hoy  are  to  deposite  it  in 
the  Union  bank,  and  jn  the  Planter’s  bank  of  Ten- 
nessee— on  their  giving  bond  to  receive  it  at  their 
own  charge,  repay  it  when  required  by  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  of  the  U.  States — and  pay  5 and 
6 per  cent,  interest  on  it — and  if  these  banks  decline, 
then  to  deposite  it  with  the  hank  of  Memphis. 

The  surplus.  The  National  Intelligencer  esti- 
mates that  the  following  division  of  the  surplus  will 
be  declared  on  the  1st  of  January: 

Should  the  sum  to  be  distributed,  on  the  1st  day 
of  January,  amongst  the  states,  amount,  as  it  possi- 
bly may,  to  forty-six  millions  ol  dollars,  the  share 
of  each  state  will.be  as  follows: 


New  York, 

42 

$6,573,000 

Pennsylvania, 

30 

4,695,000 

Virginia, 

23 

3,569,000 

Ohio, 

21 

3,286  500 

North  Carolina, 

15 

2,347,500 

Tennessee, 

15 

2,347,500 

Massachusetts, 

14 

2,191,000 

Kentucky, 

14 

2,191,000 

South  Carolina, 

11 

1,171,500 

Georgia, 

11 

1,171,500 

Maine, 

10 

1,565,000 

Maryland, 

10 

1,565,000 

Indiana, 

9 

1,408,500 

Connecticut, 

8 

1,252,000 

New  Jersey, 

8 

1,252,000 

New  Hampshire, 

7 

1 ,095,000 

Vermont, 

7 

1,095,000 

Alabama, 

7 

1,095,000 

Louisiana, 

5 

782,000 

Illinois, 

5 

782,000 

Rhode  Island, 

4 

626,000 

Mississippi, 

4 

626,000 

Missouri, 

4 

626,000 

Delaware, 

3 

469,500 

Michigan, 

3 

469,500 

Arkansas, 

3 

469,500 

We  insert  opposite  the  names  of  the  states  the 


found  an  opportunity  of  publishing  Mr.  Barbour’s  number  of  senators  and  representatives  of  each,  ae- 
eloquent  eulogy  upon  the  character  and  services  of  < cording  to  which  the  distribution  is  to  be  made. 
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Banking  capital  in  the  United  States. 
7ji  the  year  1811  the  total  amount  was  $'52,600,000 

1815  . . . 82,200,000 

1816  . . . 89,800,000 

1820  . . . 102,100,000 

1830  . . . 110,200,000 

1835  . . . 196,250,000 

1836  (August)  . 281,250,000 

Increase  in  nine  years  preceding  1820,  $49,500,000 

Do.  ten  years  1830,  8,100,000 

Do.  six  years  1836,  181,050,000 


Gold  coinage.  Statement  of  the  deposites  and 
coinage  of  gold  at  the  mint  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  month  of  October,  1836. 

Balance  remaining  uncoined,  Sept.  30,  $1,016,185 
Deposites  for  coinage. 

Bullion  of  the  United  States  $29,850 

Foreign  bullion  3,310 

U.  States  coins  of  foreign  stand- 
ard, none. 

Foreign  coins  57,680 

90,810 


$1,107,025 

Amount, of  gold  coined  within  the  month 
of  Oct.  including  $96,305  in  quarter 
eagles  576,240 


Balance  remaining  uncoined,  Oct.  31,  $530,785 


The  cotton  crops.  By  the  New  Orleans 
Standard  it  is  stated  on  the  authority  of  an  eminent 
merchant,  that  the  crop  of  last  year  was  1,355,351 
bales.  Exported  from  New  Orleans  498,363,  of 
which  23,350  was  from  Mobile  and  Florida,  leaving 
the  rest  brought  down  the  river. 

The  cotton  exports  of  the  present  year  may  be 
estimated  as  follows: 

Receipts  at  New  Orleans,  510,000  bales, 

or  95,000  more  than  last  year, 
do.  at  the  Atlantic  ports,  600,000 

43,219  more  than  last  year, 
do.  at  Mobile,  200,000 

or  23,343  more  than  last  year, 
do.  at  Florida,  190,000 

or  16,900  less  than  last  year. 


Making  a total  of  1,500,000  bales. 
Which  shows  an  increase  over  the  past  year,  of 
jnore  than  100,000  bales.  The  increase  has  been 
gradual. 

So  that  there  is  evidently  an  increased  consump- 
tion, for  the  prices  are  constantly  advancing. 


Difference  in  prices.  The  Hampshire  Re- 
publican gives  the  following  comparative  statement 
of  prices  in  Massachusetts  in  the  years  1796  and 
1836,  a period  of  40  years. 

Forty  years  difference  in  prices. 


1796. 

"Wheat,  per  bushel,  $0  67 
Rye,  « 0 40  a 

.Corn,  “ 0 40  a 

Oats,  “ O 20  a 

Butter,  per  Jb.  0 08 

Cheese,  « 0 04  a 

Lard,  “ 0 08 

Pork,  shear,  “ 0 08 

Day’s  work  in  summer  0 50 
Six  months,  “ $40  00  to  60 
Six  “ winter,  24  00 
Six  months  school,  30  00 
Rainbow  land,  80  00  to  100 
Plough  land,  30  00  to  50 
Wood  land,  2 50  to  4 


1836. 

$1  75  to  2 50 
0 50  1 12  to  1 25 

0 42  1 00  to  1 25 

0 25  0 50  to  0 62 

0 17  to  0 20 

0 06  0 08  to  0 12 

0 14  to  0 16 

0 15  to  0 17 

1 00  to  1 25 

00  84  00  to  108  00 

60  00  to  72  00 
60  00  to  120  00 
00  100  00  to  150  00 
00  80  00  to  150  00 
00  18  00  to  40  00 


Major  gen.  Scott  passed  through  Baltimore 
on  Tuesday  last  on  his  way  to  Frederick  (Md.) 
where  the  court  is  to  assemble  for  the  investigation 
of  the  charges  against  him  and  other  officers,  in  re- 
ference to  the  failure  of  the  spring  campaign  against 
the  Indians. 


nies  of  the  3d  and  two  of  the  7th,  will  occupy  Camp  i 
Sabine. 

“This  frontier  is  perfectly  quiet  No  Indian  dis- 
turbances, and  none  likely  to  take  place.  The  In- 
dians are  few  in  number,  quietly  pursuing  their 
avocations,  and  in  my  opinion  dare  not  molest  the 
frontier  settlements  of  Louisiana;  and  it  is  believed 
that  they  have  never  entertained  an  idea  of  the  kind. 
A thousand  stories  have  been  circulated  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  Indians,  which  have  proved  liaise.  On 
this  frontier,  a man  would  be  considered  very  cre- 
dulous, who  should  regard  the  reports  that  daily 
come  from  Texas.” 

The  Arkansas  State  Gazette  of  the  ISth  ultimo, 
contains  another  letter  from  an  officer  in  the 
United  States  army,  dated  “Camp  Nacogdoches, 
Texas,  Sept.  21,”  in  which  it  is  stated  that  there 
had  been  a great  deal  of  sickness,  both  in  town  and 
camp,  and  that  all  the  officers  except  two  had  been 
ill.  They  were,  however,  recovering.  The  letter 
adds: 

“There  is  something  singular  in  our  occupation 
of  Nacogdoches.  There  never  has  been,  nor  is  there 
likely  to  be,  any  difficulties  with  the  Indians. — 
They  are  as  peaceable  as  could  be  expected,  urging 
the  necessity  of  keeping  white  men  out  of  their 
country.  The  principal  chiefs  say  that  the  white 
man  sell  liquor  to  them,  they  get  drunk,  become 
quarrelsome,  and  they  are  apprehensive,  lest  they 
might,  in  their  drunken  quarrels,  kill  a white  man; 
in  which  case  they  say  war  would  ensue.” 

The  Natchitoches  (La.)  Gazette,  of  24th  ult. 
contains  the  following,  from  which  we  presume 
that  the  troops  who  were  ordered  to  the  Sabine, 
from  Forts  Towson  and  Gibson,  some  time  ago, 
are  on  their  return,  ere  this,  to  their  old  quarters. 

“The  United  States  troops  which  gen.  Gaines  had 
so  unwisely  ordered  across  the  Sahine,  have  been 
recalled,  we  understand,  and  are  to  depart  shortly 
from  Fort  Jesup  for  Fort  Gibson  (or  some  other 
frontier  post  of  Arkansas)  in  consequence  of  a com- 
munication from  gen.  Arbuckle,  announcing  com- 
motions among  the  Indians  in  that  country.” 

The  Creeks.  The  New  York  Journal  of  Com- 
merce contains  an  extract  of  a letter,  dated  at  Wash- 
ington, Nov.  4,  which  says — “It  seems  that  our 
disturbances  with  the  Indians  are  never  to  be  quiet- 
ed. Rumors  are  already  rife  in  relation  to  the  de- 
clarations of  Chilley  McIntosh  and  the  Creek  chiefs 
that  are  yet  to  emigrate.  Chilley  has  boldly  de- 
clared that  he  will  kill  all  the  Creek  chiefs  that  mi- 
grate west  of  the  Mississippi,  unless  they  do  fealty 
to  him;  and  our  government  has  received  notice  of 
his  declared  intentions.  Hence  we  shall  be  obliged 
to  increase  the  army  to  ten  or  fifteen  thousand  men, 
or  receive  the  services  of  an  adequate  number  of 
volunteers,  to  keep  in  subjection  these  very  In- 
dians, which  the  humane  policy  of  our  government 
provided  with  new  homes  west  of  the  great  father 
of  rivers.” 

Indian  treaty.  The  Louisville  (Kentucky) 
Journal  of  October  21,  contains  the  following  in- 
teresting information— “A  correspondent  in  the  Wis- 
sonsin  territory  informs,  that  a negotiation  was  held, 
on  the  23d  ult.  at  Rock  Island,  between  governor 
Dodge  and  the  confederated  tribes  of  Sacs  and 
Foxes. 

The  governor  as  superintendent  of  Indian  af- 
fairs for  the  territory,  had  authority  to  negotiate 
with  those  tribes  for  the  purchase  of  all  their  lands 
west  ot  the  Mississippi,  and  to  propose  to  them  to 
remove  south  ol  the  Missouri.  Propositions  to  this 
elfeet  were  made  to  the  Indians  in  council,  to 
which  they  refused  to  accede:  they  w'ould  consent 
to  sell  only  a small  reserve  on  the  Iowa  river,  con- 
taining about  400  square  miles.  This  governor 
Dodge,  purchased  of  them  for  the  sum  of  $192,000, 
being  at  the  rate  of  75  cents  per  acre- — a higher 
price  than  was  ever  before  paid  to  the  Indians  for 
their  lands. 


Gen.  Gaines.  The  last  number  of  the  Army 
and  Navy  Chronicle  contains  the  following  extract 
of  a letter  from  an  officer  in  the  army.  Gen.  Gaines 
is  daily  expected  in  Baltimore  on  his  way  to  Fre- 
derick, Md.  to  meet  the  military  court  which  is  to 
assemble  there. 

“Camp  Sabine,  La.  Oct.  6,  1836. 

“Gen.  Gaines  is  at  Natchitoches,  and  will  leave 
in  a few  days  for  Mobile.  He  has  ordered  five 
companies  of  the  6th  and  two  of  the  3d  infantry  to 
return  to  Fort  Jesup.  Major  Thompson,  command- 
ing the  6th,  is  to  remain  at  Fort  Jesup.  Brevet 
major  Riley,  of  the  6th,  is  ordered  with  three  com- 
panies of  the  6th  to  take  up  a position  near  the  Sa- 
bine, about  90  miles  north  west  from  this  camp. — 
Brevet  ipajor  Belknap,  of  the  3d,  with  two  compa- 


The William  Gibbons.  We  are  sincerely 
gratified  to  learn  that  Joshua  Andrews,  late  first 
mate  of  the  steam  packet  William  Gibbons,  has 
been  arrested  and  committed  for  trial,  on  the  charge 
of  robbing  the  passengers  and  lading  of  the  steam 
packet,  after  the  wreck.  The  occurrences  previous 
and  subsequent  to  that  disaster,  have  been  such  as 
to  call  loudly  for  a close  investigation,  and  severe 
punishment  of  all  who  may  be  proved  deserving 
thereof.  The  examination  of  Andrews  took  place 
yesterday  before  judge  Betts,  of  the  U.  S.  district 
court.  We  copy  from  the  Courier  and  Enquirer. 

[N.  Y.  Com. 

The  principal  witness  to  sustain  the  accusation 
was  captain  Thomas  W.  Winship,  of  the  ship  Scot- 
land, about  to  sail  for  Liverpool,  who  at  the  time  of 
the  accident,  was  a passenger  on  board  of  the  Wil- 


liam Gibbons.  From  his  testimony  it  appeared 
that  himself  and  others,  after  the  landing  of  the  pas- 
sengers, were  engaged  until  the  15th  or  16th  of  Oc- 
tober, in  attempting  to  rescue  from  destruction  and 
land  tlie  baggage  and  cargo,  among  which  was  a 
considerable  number  of  watches  and  a quantity  of 
jewelry,  consisting  of  breast  pins,  rings,  &c.  Re. — 
That  Andrews,  the  accused,  was  the  first  mate  of 
the  vessel  at  the  time  of  her  being  wrecked,  and 
from  various  circumstances  that  occurred,  the  wit- 
ness and  others  entertained  strong  suspicions  that 
Andrews  was  perpetrating  deeds  of  dishonesty, 
which  induced  them  to  keep  a vigilant  eye  upon 
him;  and  on  two  several  occasions,  during  the  af- 
ternoon of  Wednesday  the  12th  October,  they  dis- 
tinctly saw  him  take  from  his  pockets  two  handsful 
of  jewelry,  principally  rings  and  breastpins,  and 
throw  them  overboard  into  the  sea. 

Captain  Winship  then  collared  him,  threw  him 
down,  taxed  him  with  the  theft  of  the  jewelry  and 
watches,  which  he  sternly  denied,  although  two  of 
the  watches  were  afterwards  found  in  his  posses- 
sion, independent  of  some  watches  and  watch 
chains  which  Andrews  had  previously  given  to  the 
barkeeper  and  captain  Halsey.  On  one  or  two  oc- 
casions during  the  examination,  the  prisoner  boldly 
asserted  that  the  evidence  was  false,  although  he 
admitted  that  he  had  broken  open  one  box  which 
contained  jewelry.  He  was  ordered  to  find  bail  in 
$1,000  to  appear  at  the  court  in  North  Carolina  for 
trial  for  the  imputed  taking  and  destroying  the  pro- 
perty, and  in  default  was  committed  to  prison. 

A gentleman  who  was  a passenger  on  board  of 
the  William  Gibbons,  has  informed  the  editor  of  the 
Wilmington,  (N.  C.)  Advertiser,  that  at  the  time 
she  was  wrecked  “the  atmosphere  was  entirely  clear 
and  scarcely  a breath  of  wind  stirring,”  and  that 
there  is  strong  ground  for  the  supposition,  that  the 
wreck  of  the  boat  was  the  result  of  a preconcerted 
scheme  of  some  of  the  officers  and  crew.  Many 
circumstances  which  occurred  alter  the  loss,  fur- 
nished strong  confirmation  to  the  passengers  of 
this  opinion.  One  among  many  others,  was,  the 
simultaneous  robbery,  by  the  crew  and  some  of  the 
officers,  of  the  passengers  trunks,  from  which  mo- 
ney to  a large  amount  was  taken,  together  with 
watches,  jewelry,  &c.  Those  who  were  suspected 
of  this  most  atrocious  villany,  had  found  their  way 
to  Norfolk  in  the  yawl  of  the  steamboat,  thence 
they  proceeded  north.  At  the  last  accounts  the 
steamboat  had  bilged,  and  was  in  possession  of  the 
wreckers. 

Cholera  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina. 
The  board  of  health  have  issued  a report,  declaring 
that  the  disease  had  nearly  disappeared  from  Charles- 
ton. No  new  case  had  occurred  for  the  last  two 
days.  The  following  table  will  show  the  number 
of  deaths  from  the  first  appearance  of  the  disorder 
to  the  last  day  of  October: — 

Whites.  Blacks.  Total. 


Aug.  28  to  Sept.  4 

5 

23 

2S 

Sept.  4 to  Sept.  11 

5 

29 

34 

Sept.  11  to  Sept.  18 

9 

28 

37 

Sept.  18  to  Sept.  25 

12 

39 

51 

Sept.  25  to  Oct.  2 

14 

80 

94 

Oct.  2 to  Oct.  9 

6 

57 

63 

Oct.  9 to  Oct  16 

3 

31 

34 

Oct.  16  to  Oct.  23 

3 

21 

24 

Oct.  23  to  Oct.  30 

2 

59 

13 

321 

15 

3S0 

McGregor  vs.  McKinley.  This  case,  which 
has  occupied  the  attention  of  a Philadelphia  court 
for  four  weeks,  was  terminated,  by  a verdict  for 
$1,709  25  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff.  This  is  one  of 
the  cases  arising  out  of  the  late  extraordinary  failure 
of  Mrs.  McKinley,  which  caused,  at  the  time,  so 
much  excitement  in  N.  York.  The  following  report 
is  from  the  Philadelphia  Gazette: 

Mr.  McGregor  sold  her  goods  to  the  amount  of 
twelve  hundred  and  fifty-one  dollars  and  three 
cents;  when  his  bill  came  to  maturity  he  called  on 
her  for  payment,  and  was,  like  the  most  other  cre- 
ditors, put  off  with  the  declaration  that  she  was  a 
married  woman  and  not  liable  for  her  contracts,  and 
that  her  husband  was  not  liable,  having,  as  she  said, 
never  participated  in  her  business.  Upon  receiving 
this  reply,  Mr.  McGregor  instituted  a proceeding  in 
replevin  to  recover  back  his  goods;  in  this  he  was 
baffled  by  the  lady,  as  she,  by  destroying  the  marks 
of  identity  on  the  goods,  effectually  concealed  them 
from  the  sheriff.  Although  Mr.  McGregor  thus 
failed  in  obtaining  his  goods,  he  persisted  in  his  ac- 
tion to  recover  their  value  in  damages  from  the  hus- 
band. 

The  case  was  put  principally  on  the  ground  of 
fraud,  and  the  whole  of  these  transactions  were  mi- 
nutely and  laboriously  examined.  After  the  evi- 
dence was  closed,  the  counsel  on  both  sides  submit- 
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ted  the  cause  to  the  jury  without  argument.  The 
jury  gave  the  verdict  above  stated  which  was  com- 
posed of  the  following  items:  Twelve  hundred  and 
fifty-one  dollars  and  three  cents  for  the  value  of  the 
goods;  eighty-six  dollars  and  seventy-three  cents 
interest;  and  three  hundred  and  seventy-one  dollars 
forty-nine  cents  damages  as  a decided  mark  of  their 
disapprobation  of  the  conduct  of  the  defendant. 

Sources  of  the  Mississippi.  From  a letter 
written  by  the  scientific  traveller,  Mr.  Nicollet,  to 
the  president  of  St.  Mary’s  college  in  Baltimore, 
dated  October  1,  at  St.  Peter’s,  Upper  Mississippi, 
we  have  been  kindly  permitted  to  publish  the  fol- 
lowing extract.  [Balt.  Gazette. 

“I  have  just  returned  from  a long  journey  t6  the 
sources  of  the  Mississippi.  I owe  to  the  politeness 
and  enlightened  liberality  of  col.  Davenport  and  the 
other  ollicers  of  Fort  Snelling,  and  of  major  Talia- 
ferro, all  the  facilities  and  the  protection  which  I 
needed  to  perform  this  long,  painful  and  dangerous 
expedition.  The  result  of  this  adventurous  jour- 
ney is,  that  I have  completed  the  knowledge  of  the 
sources  of  the  Mississippi,  and  have  traced  a detail- 
ed geographic  and  topographic  map  of  an  interest- 
ing region,  two-thirds  of  which  has  hitherto  been 
unknown.  The  numerous  researches  which  I have 
made  are  founded  on  two  thousand  astronomical  and 
barometrical  observations.  I have  spent  fifty-nine 
nights  in  the  forests  of  the  north  west,  or  in  the 
marshes  of  the  Mississippi,  and  yet  my  health  is  at 
this  moment  better  than  it  has  ever  been.  Uniting 
the  observations  of  this  campaign  with  the  result  of 
my  labors  for  three  years  in  the  whole  extent  of  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and  in  every  direction  in 
the  far  west,  I find  myself  enabled  to  write  the  phy- 
sical and  civil  history  of  one  of  the  greatest  rivers 
in  the  world  from  the  height  of  its  sources  till  it 
empties  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.” 

The  great  western  road.  It  will  be  re- 
collected by  our  readers,  that  at  the  last  session  of 
congress,  the  sum  of  $100,000  was  appropriated 
for  opening  a military  road  from  St.  Peter’s  near 
the  falls  of  St.  Anthony,  on  the  Upper  Mississippi, 
along  the  western  frontiers  of  Missouri  and  Arkan- 
sas, to  Red  river.  In  conformity  with  this  act  a 
board  of  officers  has  been  appointed  by  the  secreta- 
ry of  war,  consisting  of  colonel  Taylor  and  major 
Smith,  of  the  U.  States  army,  and  major  McNeil, 
of  the  topographical  engineers,  who  were  ordered 
to  rendezvous  at  St.  Louis,  (where,  we  perceive 
by  the  last  papers,  some  of  them  had  arrived),  to 
mature  their  plans  of  operations  for  surveying  the 
whole  route  for  the  road.  It  is  contemplated,  (we 
understand  by  a gentleman  of  the  army  who  has 
seen  the  instructions  of  the  board),  to  establish  a 
cordon  of  military  posts  along  this  road,  for  the 
more  permanent  and  effectual  protection  of  the 
western  frontier. 

The  board  of  officers  are  instructed  to  have  a 
special  regard  to  the  law,  (also  of  the  last  session 
of  congress),  for  the  removal  of  the  troops  from 
Fort  Gibson,  and  for  the  location  of  a new  post 
at  or  near  the  boundary  line,  and  the  new  road  is 
to  cross  the  Arkansas  at  the  same  point. 

[Arkansas  Journal. 

Vermont.  The  following  is  the  result  of  the 
official  canvass  for  members  of  congress  in  this 
state  as  recently  ascertained  by  the  legislature. 


1st  district — Hiland  Hall  4,220 

John  S.  Robinson  3,023 

Scattering  132 — 3,155 

Hall’s  majority  1,065 

2d  district — William  Slade  3,918 

Jonas  Clark  1,536 

E.  D.  Barber  4SI 

Scattering  143 — 2,159 

Slade’s  majority  1,759 

2d  district — Horace  Everett  3,747 

Alden  Partridge  3,180 

Martin  Flint  961 

Scattering  63 — 4,204 


trict,  now  represented  by  Mr.  Everett,  there  was 
no  choice. 

Shooting  stars.  Most  persons  will  remem- 
ber to  have  seen  or  heard  of  the  splendid  phenome- 
non of  those  brilliant  meteors  on  the  morning  of 
the  13th  of  November,  1833.  Various  and  discor- 
dant themes  have  been  formed  and  published,  to 
account  for  these  shooting  stars,  a3  they  are  com- 
monly denominated.  One  of  these  theories  make 
them  asteroids,  and  contend  for  their  annual  return. 
In  a New  Orleans  paper,  “The  Times,”  public  at- 
tention is  called  to  the  heavens  on  the  nights  of  the 
12th  and  13th  of  this  month. 

A look  into  the  heavens  on  a clear  night  is  al- 
ways rewarded,  even  if  nothing  else  appears  but 
“the  eternal  lamps,”  the  steady  members  of  the 
upper  regions;  therefore  we  add  our  recommenda- 
tion to  that  of  the  New  Orleans  writer,  though  we 
differ  in  toto  from  the  opinion  which  gives  a plane- 
tary character  to  those  scintillating  sparks.  We 
may,  however,  remark,  that  their  non-appearance 
at  any  given  place,  affords  no  conclusive  proof  of 
their  non-existence,  as  they  may  pass  over  in  day- 
light. Those  of  1833  were  seen  on  so  wide  an  angle 
of  the  sphere,  as  to  render  their  passage  necessari- 
ly visible  from  some  part  of  the  earth.  Time  and 
more  accurate  observation  will  change  hypothesis 
to  science,  on  this  as  on  all  other  subjects  adequate- 
ly examined. 

The  phenomenon  of  the  morning  of  November 
13th,  1833,  was  visible  along  the  eastern  coast  of 
North  America,  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  Hali- 
fax, from  9 in  the  evening  of  the  12th,  to  sun  rising 
of  the  13th,  and  it  is  said,  that  in  some  places  was 
after  sun  rising  to  8 in  the  morning. 

In  1799,  a similar  phenomenon  was  seen  in  Ame- 
rica, by  M.  de  Humboldt;  in  Greenland  by  the 
Moravian  brethren,  and  in  Germany  by  divers  per- 
sons; and  also  in  the  night  between  the  11th  and 
12th  of  November.  The  evidences  of  such  appear- 
ances in  the  heavens  between  the  10th  and  15th  of 
November  of  each  year,  are  so  numerous  as  to  de- 
mand attentive  observation  from  all  who  are  so 
situated  as  to  give  attention  to  the  “wonderful 
works  of  God.”  [Pittsburgh  Adv. 

New  Jersev.  On  Thursday  the  3d  inst.  Phile- 
man  Dickerson,  of  Patterson,  was  elected  by  the 
legislature,  governor  of  New  Jersey,  in  place  ol 
governor  Vroom,  who  resigned  that  office  in  con- 
sequence of  indisposition.  The  vote,  on  joint  ballot 
was,  for  Dickerson  33,  William  Penington  25.  Mr. 
Dickerson  is  a brother  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy, 
and  a member  of  the  present  congress. 

Official.  Navy  department,  November  S,  1836. 
The  board  of  naval  surgeons,  recently  convened  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  has  closed  its  labors  and 
adjourned. 

The  assistant  surgeons,  passed  for  promotion, 
rank  in  the  following  order:  Jona  M.  Foltz,  John 
C.  Mercer,  Samuel  C.  Lawrason,  Edward  Gil- 
christ, Lewis  Wolfly,  Lewis  W.  Minor,  Robert  M. 
Baltzer,  William  P.  Powell. 

Senator  Porter,  of  Lou.  The  Louisiana 
Advertiser  of  the  25th  lilt,  states  that  Alexander 
Porter,  esq.  will  not  be  a candidate  for  a seat  in  the 
U.  S.  senate  at  the  approaching  election  by  the  le- 
gislature. He  is  said  to  be  engaged  in  writing  a his- 
tory of  Louisiana. 

Baron  de  Ronne  was  presented  on  the  27th 
ult.  by  the  acting  secretary  of  state  to  the  president, 
to  whom  he  delivered  his  credentials  as  minister  re- 
sident of  his  Prussian  majesty  near  the  U.  States, 

The  secretary  of  the  navy,  who  has  been  much 
indisposed  from  the  beginning  of  the  month,  and  for 
the  last  fortnight  confined  to  his  room,  has  so  far 
recovered  as  again  to  attend  at  his  office  for  the 
transaction  of  business.  [Globe. 

A deed  of  noble  daring,  Mr.  James  D.  Gar- 
land, of  Newark,  publishes  in  the  Daily  Adver- 
tiser of  that  city,  the  following  account  of  the  res- 
cue of  his  only  son  during  trie  recent  conflagra- 
tion:— 


situation,  nearly  suffocated  by  the  smoke  and 
flames,  he  sunk  down  on  the  floor.  At  this  mo- 
ment a young  man  sprang  through  the  crowd  and 
rushed  up  the  burning  stairs  to  rescue  him.  The 
moment  he  reached  the  top,  the  stairs  fell,  leaving 
no  egress  but  a leap  from  a second  story  window 
among  the  burning  brands  beneath.  Nothing 
daunted,  he  caught  up  my  son,  and  sprang  from 
the  blazing  building  unhurt,  bearing  with  him  the 
object  of  his  noble  efforts!  With  the  true  modesty 
of  his  daring  spirit,  the  preserver  of  my  child  dis- 
appeared from  the  crowd,  and  not  until  last  even- 
ing could  I learn  his  name.  And  it  was  then  with 
adiniratien  that  I learned  my  son  is  the  fifth  fellow 
being  he  has  been  the  instrument,  in  the  hands  of 
a gracious  Providence,  of  saving  froia  a violent 
death. 

“If  there  is  an  individual  possessed  of  the  noble 
and  lofty  attributes  of  man,  that  being  is  Henry 
Moore,  of  Ferry  street.” 

Useful  invention  for  the  sick  of  the. 
army.  Captain  H.  L.  Thistle,  of  New  Orleans, 
who  commanded  a company  of  Louisiana  volunteers 
during  the  last  campaign  in  Florida,  has  invented 
a saddle  for  the  conveyance  oflhe  sick  on  a march. 
The  invention  has  met  with  great  favor  among  the 
officers  of  the  army — and  the  war  department,  to 
testify  its  high  opinion  of  it,  has  already  ordered 
fifty  saddles  to  be  made  for  present  purposes.  It 
requires  eight  or  tea  men,  says  the  Army  and  Navy 
Chronicle,  to  carry  a wounded  man  on  a litter,  and 
then  the  progress  is  very  slow.  By  means  of  cap- 
tain Thistle’s  saddle,  a horse  and  a man  to  lead  him 
are  sufficient,  and  the  patient  is  removed  with  less 
pain  and  inconvenience. 

Accident  and  loss  of  life.  The  steamboat 
Rhode  Island  on  her  passage  down  last  night,  run 
into  the  sloop  Eliza  Nichols,  bound  to  New  Bed- 
ford, rendering  the  sloop  a perfect  wreck,  and  a 
Mrs.  Howland  wa3  unfortunately  drowned.  Two 
ersons  were  rescued  from  the  cabin  of  the  sloop 
y being  cut  out. 

When  the  steamboat  ran  foul  of  the  aloop,  the 
main  boom  of  the  vessel  struck  the  ladies’  cabin  and 
demolished  a tier  of  berths.  An  infant  was  lying 
in  one  of  the  beds  and  was  thought  to  have  been 
killed,  but  on  removing  the  crushed  pieces  of 
boards,  &e.  the  little  infant  was  found  unharmed, 
and  restored  to  its  anxious  parents.  [IV.  Y.  Star. 

A growing  island!  The  New  York  Sun  states 
on  the  authority  of  a letter  from  a French  geologist 
to  the  French  academy  of  sciences,  that  an  exten- 
sive island  of  solid  rock  will  soon  make  its  appear- 
ance in  the  Mediterranean.  The  particulars  of  this 
strange  geological  fact  are  as  follows: — 

“The  fishermen  of  the  island  of  Panetorio,  in  the 
Grecian  Archipelago,  informed  a visitant  to  the 
island,  towards  the  close  of  the  last  century,  that 
the  bottom  of  the  sea  had  lately  risen  considerably 
at  a certain  place  near  the  port  of  Thera.  The 
soundings  were  then  from  15  to  20  fathoms,  but 
previously  the  bottom  could  not  be  found.  In  1829 
that  island  was  again  visited,  when  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  the  rise  of  the  submarine  land  had  gra- 
dually continued,  and  that  the  depth  of  water  was 
then  not  more  than  four  and  a half  fathoms.  Sound- 
ings were  again  made  in  1830,  when  in  a period  of 
less  than  a year;  the  depth  had  decreased  half  a fa- 
thom. The  form  and  extent  of  the  rock  was  also 
taken  by  which  it  was  found  to  be  800  metres  in 
length  and  500  in  breadth.  The  depth  all  around 
this  anticipated  island  was  very  great.  Since  this 
time  the  place  has  been  repeatedly  visited,  and  the 
lock  found  gradually  to  rise,  so  that  in  September 
last  it  had  come  to  within  two  fathoms  of  the  sur- 
face. In  four  years,  therefore,  the  rock  will  become 
a large  island,  and  these  are  the  facts  communicated 
by  the  letter  referred.  By  the  submarine  volcanoes 
there,  in  1712,  the  island  of  Kaimeni,  in  the  same 
port,  and  near  by,  was  formed,  but  no  eruptions 
have  since  appeared,  though  this  rising  of  the  land 
indicates  the  still  active  power  of  internal  heat 
which,  whenever  the  resistance  shall  be  reduced, 
will  burst  forth  in  its  wonted  fury.” 


No  election — majority  against  Everett  457 


4th  district — Heman  Alien  3,522 

C.  P.  Van  Ness  2,203 

Scattering  125 — 2,418 

Allen’s  majority  1,101 

5 th  district — Isaac  Fletcher  3,765 

Henry  F.  Janes  3,324 

Scattering  48—3,372 

Fletcher’s  majority  393 


Messrs.  Hall,  Slade  and  Allen  (whigs)  and  Mr. 
Fletcher  (Van  Buren)  are  elected.  In  the  3d  dis- 


“My  son,  a boy  of  eleven  years,  led  by  curiosity 
or  boyish  hardihood,  ascended  to  the  second  story 
of  a wooden  building  in  the  rear  of,  I believe,  a 
trunkmaker’s  shop,  in  Market  street,  the  roof  of  the 
building  at  the  time  being  nearly  destroyed,  and 
one  end  in  flames.  Some  of  the  bystanders  told 
the  boy  to  come  down,  as  the  chimney  tottered.  He 
immediately  attempted  it,  but  the  flames  had  reach- 
ed the  stairs,  and  he  pushed  back  to  the  window; 
the  garret  floor  had  now  burnt  through,  and  the  fire 
was  falling  around  and  upon  him. 

“The  people  now  beckoned  to  him  to  jump,  as 
the  only  means  of  saving  his  life;  terrified  at  his 


Madame  Malibran.  The  funeral  of  Madame 
Malibran  took  place  at  Manchester  on  the  1st  of 
October.  Moret  ban  two  columns  of  the  London 
Morning  Herald  are  occupied  with  a description 
of  the  ceremonies.  Mons.  De  Beriot,  her  husband, 
was  not  present,  having  set  off  post-haste  for  Brus- 
sels immediately  after  her  decease.  This  proceed- 
ing had  given  rise  to  many  unfavorable  reports, 
which  even  went  to  such  a length  that  the  coroner 
was  strongly  urged  to  hold  an  inquest  on  the  body. 
He  waited  on  the  committee  appointed  to  direct 
the  funeral,  and  was  satisfied  that  no  grounds  ex- 
isted for  his  official  interposition.  Dr.  Belluomini, 
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/ho  attended  Madame  de  Beriot,  is  an  eminent 
omeopath;  he  has  published  an  account  of  her 
iirnent  in  the  newspapers.  He  has  also  pub- 
shed  a statement  intended  to  exonerate  M.  de 
ieriot  from  all  blame  on  account  of  his  strange 
eparture  before  the  funeral;  which,  it  seems,  was 
ot  only  advised  but  insisted  on  by  the  doctor,  who 
■ared  that  M.  de  Beriot’s  grief  and  excited  state 
f feeling  would  prove  fatal  to  him  unless  dissipat- 
d by  change  of  scene,  &c.  It  is  understood  that 
lat  the  body  will  be  hereafter  removed  to  the  con- 
inent — probably  to  Belgium,  of  which  kingdom 
A.  de  Beriot  is  a native. 

The  Paris  papers  state  that  a grand  musical 
estival  is  in  preparation  in  memory  of  Madame 
ilalibran;  the  artistes  connected  with  all  the  lyric 
heatres  will  assemble  at  a musical  soiree,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  entertainment  to  be  -distributed  to  the 
>oor.  The  salle  of  the  opera  lias  been  offered  by 
'il.  Duopnchel  for  the  occasion. 

British  commercial  policy.  The  editor  of 
he  New  Orleans  Standard  remarks: 

The  British  government  is  becoming  aware  of 
he  advantage  of  having  warehouses  on  this  conti - 
aent.  Already  the  port  of  Harbor  Grace,  in  Newf- 
oundland, and  of  Grand  Key,  Turk’s  Island,  in 
he  Bahamas,  are  declared  free  ports  for  the  ware- 
iousing  of  goods.  This  is  another  attempt  to  aid 
British  shipping,  and  may  attain  its  object.  An 
entrepot  and  free  port  at  tile  Bahamas  may  also  act 
as  a mi'ior  rival  to  Havana  in  the  European  and 
Atlantic  trade  with  Mexico;  and  certainly  with  the 
West  India  islands. 

Canada  jurors.  The  following  extract  from 
the  Montreal  Gazette  of  the  25th  ult.  exhibits  a 
ludicrous  picture,  and  conveys  a singular  idea  of 
the  mode  in  which  justice  is  administered  in  the 
provinces — where  a portion  of  the  inhabitants  speak 
no  English,  and  many  speak  no  French: 

“Of  all  ridiculous  scenes,  that  which  occurred 
on  Friday  last,  at  the  quarter  session,  must  bear 
the  palm.  The  hon.  D.  B.  Viger,  took  possion  of  the 
bench,  and  instead  of  following  the  usual  method 
of  naming  a foreman,  requested  the  grand  jurors  pre- 
sent to  retire  and  elect  one  for  themselves.  With 
this,  the  jury  complied,  and  presented  the  object  of 
their  choice  in  the  person  of  Charles  Jarret.  The 
chairman  then  inflicted  upon  them  of  course,  a 
long  address  upon  every  thing  and  nothing,  after 
which  the  jury  retired  to  proceed  to  business.  The 
hon.  chairman  had  scarcely  got  himself  into  a com- 
fortable and  dignified  attitude,  ere  the  jury  returned 
to  state,  that  their  foreman  could  neither  read  nor 
write,  and  they  therefore  were  incompetent  to  act. 

The  court  now  named  Jesse  Thayer  as  foreman, 
but  still  this  would  not  do.  The  jury  again  came 
into  court  and  stated  that  they  could  not  understand 
each  other,  some  could  speak  English  and  others 
French,  but  none  could  act  as  interpreter  between 
them  both.  This  was  another  dilemma,  and  yester- 
day, Messrs.  Viger,  Barret  and  Millar  being  on 
the  bench,  the  opinion  of  the  court  was  pronouced 
by  the  latter  as  being  opposed  under  law  and  pre- 
cedent to  the  introduction  of  a sworn  interpreter, 
Mr.  Viger  differed  from  his  colleagues,  and  gave 
them  and  the  audience  a lecture  upon  the  jury  law. 
the  present  dreadful  state  of  society,  anarchy,  con- 
fusion, the  weakness  of  government,  fee.  <kc.  evi- 
dently to  the  satisfaction  of  the  chairman,  but 
fatiguing  to  the  auditors.  The  jury  retired  again 
and  late  in  the  afternoon  had  found  some  means  to 
proceed  to  business,  inasmuch  as  they  brou  ght  in 
four  bills.” 

The  American  Antiquarian  society  held 
its  annual  meeting  at  Worcester,  Mass,  on  the  24th 
ultimp.  The  semi-annual  report,  which  was  read, 
represents  the  affairs  of  the  association  in  a flour- 
ishing condition;  and,  among  other  valuable  dona- 
tions which  had  been  received,  notices  one  quarto 
volume  entitled  the  “Evangel!  G-othica,”  contain- 
ing the  four  Evangelists  in  the  Gothic  and  Awrio- 
Saxon  languages,  printed  at  Dort,  in  Holland"*,  in 
1665.  There  was  also  contributed  a cabinet  desk, 
formerly  the  property  of  governor  Belcher,  who 
was  governor  of  that  state  from  1730  to  1740,  in 
perfect  condition,  and  well  adapted  to  use.  The  li- 
brary of  the  association  at  present  consists  of  about 
twedve  thousand  volumes.  The  officers  of  the  so- 
ciety are  the  honorable  T.  L.  Winthrop,  L.  L.  D. 
president,  and  John  Davis,  United  States  senate, 
and  Joseph  Story,  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States,  vice  presidents. 

Original  anecdote  of  Ethan  Allen.  An 
old  gentleman  of  Vermont  has  told  us  an  anecdote 
of  Ethan  Allen,  the  revolutionary  hero,  which  we 
have  never  seen  in  print,  but  which  is  nevertheless 
historically  true.  About  forty  years  since,  Allen 


was  sued  for  a note  of  about  one  hundred  pounds.  [ 
As  it  was  not  convenient  for  him  to  pay  it,  he  em-  j 
ployed  Chittenden,  the  lawyer,  to  manage  the  case  i 
m court,  and  get  it  put  over  to  the  next  term. — j 
When  the  case  came  on,  Chittenden  accordingly 
appeared,  and  as  the  note  was  signed  by  a witness,  1 
who  lived  at  a distance,  lie  got  up  and  denied  the 
signature,  knowing  that  the  witness  could  not  be  I 
produced  during  the  session,  and  he  should  thus 
obtain  the  delay  his  client  wished.  The. denial  of 
the  signature  therefore  was  a mere  finesse,  and 
perfectly  understood  by  the  court;  but  Allen  chanc- 
ed to  be  in  court  at  the  time,  and  he  viewed  the 
matter  in  a more  serious  light.  Rushing  up  to  the 
bar  of  the  court,  and  clenching  his  gigantic  fists,  he 
made  the  following  address:  Lawyer  Chittenden! 

I did  not  employ  you  to  come  here  and  tell  a bare- 
faced lie!  I did  sign  the  note,  and  I wont  deny  it, 
may  it  please  your  honors! — - that’s  my  signature, 
and  that’s  a good  note.  I honestly  owe  the  money, 
and  mean  honestly  to  pay  it.  All  I want  is,  that 
your  honors  should  put  it  over  to  the  next  court; 
and  by  that  time  I shall  have  the  cash  from  Boston, 
and  will  pay  every  farthing  of  it.”  The  result 
was,  that  by  consent  of  parties,  the  case  was  con- 
tinued to  the  next  term.  Such  were  the  notions  of 
honesty  entertained  by  a soldier  of  the  olden  times, 
that  he  could  not  bear  even  a fiction  of  law  to  deny 
the  obligations  of  a paper  to  which  his  signature 
was  attached.  Let  us  compare  this  with  the  no- 
tions of  a modern  politician.  [Dedham  Patriot. 

Something  new.  The  Weekly  Chronicle,  pub- 
lished at  St.  John’s,  Nova  Scotia,  has  enlarged  the 
knowledge  of  its  readers  by  the  following  para- 
graph. 

“Important  news:  If  true.  A report  has  been  cur- 
rent in  this  city  1'or  several  days  past,  that  the  long 
disputed  boundary  question  is  about  to  be  speedily 
and  definitively  settled,  it  having  been  agreed  be- 
tween the  British  and  American  governments,  that 
the  whole  matter  in  dispute  should  be  left  to  the 
sole  decision  of  Daniel  O’Connell,  esq.' M.  P.  It  is 
said  that  this  illustrious  individual  will  leave  the 
port  of  Valentia,  in  Ireland,  (in  company  with  our 
delegates)  early  in  the  spring,  and  proceed  in  a go- 
vernment steamer  to  Halifax,  and  that  we  may  ex- 
pect the  honor  of  his  company  during  the  greater 
part  oi  the  summer.” 

How  much  may  the  illustrious  Daniel  be  expect- 
ed to  pay,  for  having  this  splendid  rumor  put  in  cir- 
culation? We  think  we  see  him  mediating  between 
the  “bloody  ruffians  who  own  black  slaves  in  Ame- 
rica,” and  the  “bloody  ruffians  who  own  white 
slaves  in  Ireland.”  And  moreover  we  think  we 
hear  the  mighty  roar  of  scorn  and  indignation,  that 
would  burst  forth  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic, 
were  such  a proposition  seriously  hazarded. 

[iV.  Y.  Com. 

Dufavel  the  engineer.  A Paris  paper  re- 
ceived at  New  York,  states  that  Dufavel,  the  engi- 
neer, of  whose  long  incarceration  in  a well  which 
caved  in  upon  him,  we  published  an  account  in  the 
last  “Register,”  was  relieved  from  his  prison  after 
some  ten  or  eleven  days  of  suffering.  On  the  day 
after  he  was  released,  he  was  so  far  recovered  as  to 
bear  the  fatigue  of  conveyance  to  his  own  house. 
Great  rejoicings  took  place  on  the  occasion. 

Spain  and  Mexico.  We  are  informed,  says 
the  Louisiana  Courier  of  the  evening  of  the  22d 
ult.  by  the  captain  of  the  schooner  Liberty,  from 
Havana,  whence  she  sailed  on  the  Hth  instant,  that 
that  port  had  been  opened  to  Mexican  vessels. — 
The  debates  which  have  taken  place  in  the  Mexi- 
can congress,  relative  to  such  a measure,  leave  not 
a doubt  as  to  its  correctness. 

Col.  Lane.  It  is  stated  that  there  seems  reason 
to  believe  that  the  imputation  of  suicide  to  this 
young  officer,  was  incorrect;  and  that  las  death  was 
the  result  of  some  incomprehensible  accident. — 
' There  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  his  mind  was  to 
a considerable  extent  unhinged  by  pain  and  illness. 

From  Barisadoes,  Advices  from  Baibadoes  to 
the  27th  of  September  state  that  the  yellow  fever  is 
making  dreadful  ravages  in  that  place.  The  New 
Times  of  the  6th  of  September  states  that  “num- 
bers, chiefly  of  the  young  and  middle  aged,  have 
already  been  hurried  to  their  graves,  and  others  are 
at  this  moment  suffering  from  it  in  different  degrees 
of  malignity.” 


WAR  IN  FLORIDA. 

The  National  Intelligencer  of  the  5th  instant, 
says — “The  failure  of  gen.  Call’s  late  expedition 
against  the  Indians  having  been  attributed  to  his 
disappointment  in  not  finding  a supply  of  provisions 
on  the  Wythlacoochee,  it  has  boon  naturally  sup- 


posed by  many  that  this  disappointment  was  im- 
putable to  some  remissness  in  the  subsistence  de- 
partment of  the  government,  in  not  placing  sufli- 
cient  supplies  of  prolusions  within  reach  of  the 
general  commanding  in  Florida;  and  this  opinion 
has  been  freely  expressed  through  our  own  columns, 
as  well  as  those  of  other  journals.  It  is  due,  how- 
ever, to  the  vigilant  administration  of  that  depart- 
ment to  state,  that  we  have  authentic  evidence  of 
its  innocence  of  any  delinquency  in  the  case  refer- 
red to,  or  of  its  being  chargeable  with  any  of  the 
blame  which  attaches  to  gen.  Call’s  failure.  On 
the  contrary  there  were  placed  in  depot,  on  the 
east  side  of  Florida  on  the  St.  John's,  and  at  other 
points,  as  early  as  the  month  of  September,  not  less 
than  600,060  rations;  and  on  the  west  side  of 
tile  peninsula,  at  Tampa  Bay,  on  the  Suwannee, 
and  other  points,  three  hundred  thousand  rations. — 
This  large  stock  of  provisions,  at  venous  depots  on 
both  sides  of  the  peninsula,  was  placed  at  the  dis- 
position of  gen.  Call;  he  was  officially  advised  by 
the  department  of  their  deposite,  and  it  was  left  to 
him  to  order  supplies  to  be  transported  to  any  of 
the  points  at  which  his  operations  might  require 
them,  before  he  moved  his  army.  If  he  failed  to  do 
so,  and  suffered  the  frustration  of  bis  expedition  in 
consequence,  the  blame  cannot  justly  attach  to  the 
subsistence  department.” 

Our  accounts  from  gen.  Call,  published  last  week, 
left  him  at  Fort  Drane,  whither  he  had  retired  from 
the  head  waters  of  the  Wythlacoochee  in  conse- 
quence of  not  having  received  the  expected  supply 
of  provisions.  We  how  learn  that  he  has  issued  an 
order  directing  all  the  United  States  troops  station- 
ed at  the  different  posts  on  the  St.  John’s  to  pro- 
ceed immediately  to  Fort  Drane.  The  70:1  friend- 
ly Indians  expected  at  that  post,  had  arrived  by  the 
way  of  Tampa.  The  fcor.tiles  are  said  to  be  con- 
centrated on  the  Wythlacoochee. 

From  Tampa  Bay.  The  Appalachicola  Gazette 
of  the  19th  ult.  contains  the  following:  “The  steamer 
Meridian  arrived  at  this  place  from  Tampa  Bay  on 
Monday  last.  There  had  been  -no  fighting  in  that 
quarter,  since  our  former  dates.  The  deputation  of 
friendly  Indians  which  had  been  sent  out  to  hold  a 
talk  with  the  hostiles,  and  induce  them  to  come  to 
terms  without  further  lighting — or,  in  other  words, 
with  a proposition  to  the  Semihole  chief  to  buy 
them  up — had  returned  to  Tampa,  without  having 
been  able  to  effect  any  thing.  Harjo,  the  head  of 
the  deputation,  reports  that  lie  found  the  chiefs  of 
the  Seminoles  in  a hammock  within  the  Wythla- 
cooehee  swamp,  which  was  surrounded  on  all  sides 
by  deep  morasses,  ponds,  and  an  almost  impracti- 
ble  underbrushwood,  with  as  he  calculated,  about 
3.500  of  their  people,  men,  women  and  children. 
On  the  proposal  being  made  to  Oscola  to  lay  down 
his  arms  and  retire  to  the  westward — the  reply  was 
firmly  and  decisively — “Never — the  land  is  ours, 
and  we  will  die  on  it.”  They  boasted  of  having- 
beaten  off  other  armies  of  the  whites,  and  speak 
confidently  of  their  ability  to  withstand  the  present 
preparations  against  them.” 

The  U.  S.  steamer  gen.  Izard,  in  attempting  to 
ascend  the  Wythlacoochee  with  supplies  for  the  de- 
pot, got  aground  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  with  her 
bows  on  the  hank  on  one  side,  and  her  stern  on  the 
other,  and  8 feet  water  in  the  middle  of  the  chan- 
nel. In  this  awkward  position  they  remained  till 
the  tide  went  out,  when  her  centre  timber  gave 
way,  and  she  broke  down.  Her  stores  being  most- 
ly wet,  it  is  supposed  will  be  saved.  How  she 
came  to  get  into  this  awkward  position,  seems  to 
be  not  well  understood.  It  is  said  that  she  was 
made  fast  over  night  by  bow  and  stern  line;  and  in 
the  morning  it  was  fount!  that  her  how  line  had 
been  loosened,  and  that  she  had  floated  round  into 
the  position  above  stated. 

Midshipmen  Win.  B.  Beverly  and  Win.  T,.  Tar- 
kinson  had  arrived  at  Pensacola  in  the  Frederick 
Arnet.  The  crew  oi'  the  Izard,  like  these  of  the 
American  and  Dade,  have  returned  enfeebled  and 
worn  down  by  disease.  Out  of  a crew  of  twenty- 
eight  who  left  Pensacola  in  the  Izard,  in  June  last, 
only  four  men  have  returned  in  health.  The  coun- 
try, however,  is  now  beginning -to  grow  more  heal- 
thy. 

. GENERAL  ORDER. 

Head  quarters,  Fort  Drane,  Oct.  26. 

The  commander-in-chief  with  deep  regret  an- 
nounces to  the  army,  of  the  death  of  col.  John  F. 
Lane  of  the  Creek  volunteers,  which  occurred  yes- 
terday. 

In  announcing  this  melancholy  event,  the  com- 
mander-in-chief cannot  refrain  from  the  expression 
of  those  feelings  of  deep  sensibility  with  which  the 
whole  army  with  him  sympathize  at  the  loss  of  a 
most  valuable  young  officer,  thus  suddenly  arrested 
in  a most  brilliant  career  of  arms,  for  the  success- 
ful and  glorious  termination  of  which  he  was  so  ad- 
mirably quailified  by  bis  ardent  zeal,  his  great  ta- 
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lcnts,  and  his  uncommon  acquirement.  The  usual 
honors  due  to  an  officer  of  his  rank  will  be  paid  to 
his  remains  by  the  army.  The  funeral  ceremony 
will  take  place  at  12  M.  this  day,  under  the  direc- 
tion and  order  of  major  W.  IV.  Morris  of  the  same 
corps,  who  will  arrange  and  command  the  escort. 

By  order  of  the  commanding  general-in-chief  of 
the  army  in  Florida.  (Signed) 

THOMAS  RANDALL,  adj.  (f  ins.  gen. 


“REFORM  OR  REVOLUUION”  IN'  MARY- 
LAND. 

BY  HIS  EXCELLENCY. 

THOMAS  W.  VEAZEY,  governor  of  Maryland. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  by  the  constitution  of  this  3tate,  and 
with  the  view,  as  well  of  perpetuating  an  essential 
branch  of  the  legislative  department  of  the  govern- 
ment, as  of  providing  for  such  changes  in  the  mem- 
bers thereof  period  ically,  as  the  people  might  desire 
to  make,  it  was  provided  that  the  people  of  the  se- 
veral counties,  and  of  the  cities  of  Baltimore  and 
Annapolis,  duly  qualified  as  electors,  should,  on  the 
first  Monday  of  September  last,  elect  two  persons 
for  each  of  the  said  counties,  and  one  person  for 
each  of  the  said  cities,  to  be  electors  of  the  senate, 
who  were  required  to  meet  in  the  city  of  Annapolis 
on  the  third  Monday  of  said  month:  and  they  or  any 
twenty-four  of  them,  so  met,  were  directed,  after 
having  qualified  in  the  manner  provided  for,  to  pro- 
ceed to  elect  fifteen  senators,  who,  when  so  elect- 
ed and  duly  qualified  as  such,  were  to  constitute 
“the  senate  of  Maryland,”  in  the  place  of  those 
who  then  constituted  that  branch  of  the  general  as- 
sembly. 

And  whereas,  eighteen  of  the  persons  who 
were  chosen  as  electors,  in  pursuance  of  the  afore- 
said provisions  of  the  constitution,  and  in  conformi- 
ty to  law,  have  failed  to  perform  the  duty  enjoined 
upon  them  as  aforesaid,  by  refusing,  and  continuing 
to  refuse  or  neglect  to  meet  the  other  electors  who 
have  attended,  qualified  and  held  themselves  in  rea- 
diness to  perform  their  duty:  in  consequence  where- 
of no  new  senate  has  yet  been  elected. 

And  whereas,  the  said  unfaithful  agents  of  the 
people,  in  addition  to  their  violation  of  the  duty  as 
aforesaid,  seem  vainly  to  have  imagined  that  the 
effect  of  their  conduct  would  be  the  destruction  and 
overthrow  of  the  constitution  and  government  of 
the  state,  which  many,  if  not  all  of  them,  had  here- 
tofore sworn  to  support;  and,  accordingly  presump- 
tuously proceeded  to  recommend  measures  for  sub- 
stituting another  constitution  and  government  for 
that  which  they  seem  to  have  supposed  they  had 
destroyed,  or,  at  least,  mortally  wounded. 

And  whereas,  sundry  evil  disposed  or  misguid- 
ed citizens  have  taken,  and  are  continuing  to  pur- 
sue and  prosecute  measures  in  accordance  with  said 
recommendation,  and  designed  to  carry  out  and 
consummate  the  disorderly  designs  and  purposes 
aforesaid. 

And  whereas,  these  unprecedented,  unconsti- 
tutional, disorderly  and  revolutionary  occurrences 
and  proceedings,  although  wholly  inefficient  to  ac- 
complish any  of  the  avowed  objects  of  those  engag- 
ed in  them,  are  fraught  with  incalculable  evils  and 
mischiefs,  and  must,  if  persisted  in,  and  sustained 
by  any  considerable  portion  of  the  people,  greatly 
disturb  the  tranquillity  and  peace  of  the  state — im- 
pair her  credit  and  resources — arrest  here  great 
works  of  internal  improvement — blight  her  lately 
brilliant  prospects  of  increasing  prosperity,  and, 
finally,  involve  us  in  all  the  horrors  and  unspeake- 
able  calamities  of  anarchy,  intestine  commotion  and 
CIV  IL  WAR,  and  therefore  demand  from  the  ex- 
ecutive the  adoption  of  such  constitutional  and  legal 
measures  as  may  seem  to  them  best  adapted  to 
quiet  the  public  mind,  which  has  been  thus  wan- 
tonly disturbed;  to  defeat  the  unholy  designs  and 
purposes  aforesaid,  and  maintain  and  support  the 
constitution  and  authority  of  the  government,  by 
all  the  means  and  powers 'with  which  they  are  en- 
trusted. 

And  whereas,  we  are  well  advised,  and  en- 
tirely satisfied,  that  the  aforesaid  unfaithful  “trus- 
tees of  the  public,”  and  their  abettors,  have  as  en- 
tirely mistaken  their  power  of  destroying  the  con- 
stitution and  government  of  the  state, 'as  they  have 
clearly  violated  a solemn  duty — that  the  constitu- 
tion and  government  yet  exist  in  all  their  integrity 
and  power— that  the  senate  elected  in  September 
IS:?  1,  continue  to  be  “(he  senate  of  Maryland,” 
and  will  so  continue  until  superseded  by  the  elec- 
tion of  successors,  as  constitutionally  and  lawfully 
provided  for,  and,  with  the  house  of  delegates  elect- 
ed, in  October  last,  now  constitute  “the  general  as- 
sembl  v’kof  this  state. 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  I THOMAS  W.  VEA- 
ZEY, governor  of  the  state  of  Maryland,  with  the 
advice  of  the  council,  and  in  virtue  of  the  authority 
vested  in  me  by  the  constitution,  deeming  it  pro- 


per and  necessary,  in  the  present  crisis  of  our  af- 
fairs, that  the  general  assembly  should  be  convened 
before  the  time  fixed  lor  the  next  annual  session, 
to  which  its  stands  adjourned,  do  HEREBY  AP- 
POINT AND  PROCLAIM  MONDAY  the  21st  of 
November,  instant,  as  the  time  of  the  next  meeting 
of  the  general  assembly,  and  call  upon  and  require 
the  several  senators  and  delegates  to  attend  at  the 
seat  of  government,  on  that  day,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  present  condition  of  our  public  af- 
fairs, and  adopt  such  measures  as  to  them  may 
seem  meet  and  expedient  in  relation  thereto,  and 
for  the  transaction  of  such  other  business  as  the 
welfare  of  the  state  may  require. 

And  I do  furthermore  declare  and  proclaim,  to 
all  whom  it  doth  or  may  concern,  that,  as  chief 
magistrate  of  the  state,  I shall  exert  to  the  utmost, 
all  the  powers  which  have  been,  or  may  be  vested 
in  me  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  and  which  it 
may  become  necessary  to  employ,  to  curb  the  spirit 
of  anarchy,  disorder  and  revolution,  manifested  by 
the  aforesaid  conduct  and  proceedings,  and  to  sup- 
port the  constitution  and  enforce  the  laws  upon  all 
offenders  against  their  majesty,  who  shall  proceed, 
by  OVERT  ACTS  either  of  resistance  to  the  con- 
stituted authorities  of  the  state,  or  of  carrying  out 
and  consummating  the  revolutionary  designs  and 
purposes  of  the  aforesaid  recusants  and  their  abet- 
tors; and  I do  hereby  require  and  enjoin  all  civil 
officers  of  the  state,  to  be  vigilant  in  the  perform- 
ance of  their  several  and  respective  duties,  at  this 
important  crisis  and  upon  all  military  officers  and 
citizens  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness,  in  case 
their  services  may  become  necessary  in  aid  of  the 
civil  authorities,  to  maintain  the  public  peace,  re- 
press disordjr,  uphold  the  constitution,  or  enforce 
the  laws;  and,  finally,  with  humble  supplication 
for,  and  reliance  upon  Divine  Providence  for  direc- 
tion and  aid,  and  also  with  the  firmest  reliance 
upon  the  people  of  the-.^tate,  to  support,  and,  if 
necessary,  enforce  the  declaration,  I do  solemnly 
DECLARE  and  PROCLAIM  that  the  constitution 
of  the  state  MUST  BE  PRESERVED  and  the 
government  maintained,  as  they  now  are,  until  “al- 
tered, changed  or  abolished,”  in  the  manner  con- 
stitutionally provided  for.  • 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  great  seal  of  the 
state  of  Maryland,  at  the  city  of  Annapolis, 
this  eighth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-six,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  the  sixty-first. 

THOS.  W.  VEAZEY. 

By  the  governor, 

THOS.  CULBRETH,  elerk'of  the  council. 

Ordered,  Thatone  thousand  copies  of  the  fore- 
going proclamation  be  printed  in  handbill  form,  and 
that  it  be  published,  until  the  time  fixed  for  the 
meeting  of  the  general  assembly,  in  all  the  news- 
papers printed  in  the  state,  whose  proprietors  and 
conductors  are  in  favor  of  upholding  the  constitu- 
tion and  laws,  and  defeating  the  revolutionary  de- 
signs and  proceedings  intended  to  accomplish  their 
overthrow. 

The  “Baltimore  Republican,”  the  organ  of  the 
“reformers  or  revolutionists,”  thus  notices  governor 
Veazey’s  proclamation. 

From  the  “Baltimore  Republican ” of  Thursday  last. 

RIDING  ON  STILTS. 

We  lay  before  our  readers  this  morning  a procla- 
mation issued  by  Icing  Veazey,  by  the  advice  of  their 
high  mightynesses,  the  executive  council,  in  which 
it  is  declared  that  the  old  senate  can  continue  to 
hold  their  seats  until  others  are  elected  in  their 
places,  and  calling  upon  the  members  who  compos- 
ed it,  and  the  persons  recently  elected  to  the  house 
of  delegates  to  meet  on  the  21st  instant.  It  would 
have  been  as  well  for  him  to  have  referred  to  the 
article  in  the  constitution  on  which  he  founds  his 
declaration,  and  which  gives  to  him  and  his  council 
the  authority  to  call  together  a legislature  composed 
of  such  very  different  materials;  for  we  can  assure 
him  that  his  royal  word  will  not  pass  current  on 
such  subjects,  without  some  other  authority  than 
his  bare  declaration,  and  will  not  in  the  present 
case. 

It  must  be  perfectly  manifest  to  the  most  super- 
ficial observer,  that  king  Veazey  does  not  believe 
the  truth  of  his  own  declaration;  for  if  he  did,  there 
would  have  been  no  necessity  for  a meeting  of  the 
legislature  at  a period  earlier  than  that  which  is 
prescribed  for  the  commencement  of  their  annual 
session,  which  is  the  last  Monday  in  December. — 
If  it  were  true  that  the  members  of  the  senate  when 
once  elected  and  qualified,  could  continue  to  act  as 
such  until  successors  were  elected,  they  would,  as 
a matter  of  course,  meet  at  the  time  fixed  for  the 
regular  assembling  of  the  general  assembly.  But 
there  is  no  provision  in  the  constitution  which  au- 
thorises their  meeting  after  the  time  prescribedjby 


the  constitution  for  the  election  of  the  senate,  and 
they  know  it,  and  king  Veazey  knows  it.  He  has 
therefore  officially  declared  that  to  be  a fact,  which 
he  knows  to  be  false;  and  his  having  called  what 
he  chooses  to  denominate  the  legislature  together 
on  a day  earlier  than  that  which  is  prescribed  for 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  proves  that  he 
was  well  aware  there  was  no  authority  to  warrant 
the  declaration  he  has  made,  or  the  act  he  has  per- 
formed. 

If  the  members  of  the  old  senate  cau  constitu- 
tionally retain  their  seats  until  others  be  elected  to 
supply  their  places,  there  could  have  been  no  pos- 
sible necessity  lor  an  earlier  meeting  of  the  legisla- 
ture than  usual,  and  our  proclaimer  has  not  pre- 
tended to  assign  for  it  any  other  reason  than  that 
there  are  persons  in  the  state  who  believe  that  in 
case  no  senate  be  elected,  the  government  is  so  far 
dissolved,  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  call  a conven- 
tion to  amend  the  old  constitution,  or  to  form  a 
new’  one.  If  the  persons  referred  to  are  correct  in 
their  views,  there  is  no  authority  by  which  the 
members  of  the  old  senate  can  be  eallcd  upon  to 
act,  nor  is  there  any  authority  for  them  to  act  as 
senators,  after  the  time  fixed  for  the  election  of 
others  in  their  places,  but  on  the.  contrary,  if  the 
declaration  contained  in  the  proclamation  were 
true,  there  could  be  no  necessity  or  propriety  in  the 
call  of  an  earlier  meeting.  But  the  call  has  now 
been  made,  and  for  what  purpose?  On  this  subject 
we  are  not  informed.  Is  it  for  the  purpose  of  imi- 
tating the  example  set  by  the  last  legislature,  when 
they  passed  the  indemnity  act,  by  passing  a bundle 
of  ex-post  facto  laws,  under  which  all  those  who 
doubt  the  infallibility  of  the  present  rulers  of  the 
state,  or  the  justice  and  propriety  of  the  provisions 
contained  in  the  present  constitution,  are  to  be 
strung  up  by  the  neck  for  political  heresy?  If  so, 
we  should  like  to  be  informed  of  the  fact,  in  order 
that  we  may  be  prepared  for  the  fate  that  awaits 
us.  If  it  is  not  for  some  such  purpose,  we  candid- 
ly confess  we  can  conceive  of  no  object  that  can  be 
designed  for  the  movement,  except  to  let  us  know 
that  a certain  would-be  great  man  can  issue  a pro- 
clamation as  well  as  grant  nolle  proseques. 

Well,  it  seems,  then,  that  we  are  to  have  an  ex- 
traordinary session  of  the  legislature,  composed  of 
persons  who  constituted  the  senate,  whose  term  of 
service  expired  in  September  last,  and  persons 
elected  to  the  house  of  delegates  in  October  last. — 
Or,  perhaps  it  is  intended  that  the  old  delegates 
shall  also  meet,  for  the  proclamation  does  not  in- 
form us  who  are  the  persons,  who,  under  the  pro- 
clamation, are  called  upon  to  meet,  whether  they 
are  the  old  members  or  the  new  ones.  Altogether, 
it  is  what  the  lawyers  would  call  a complete  hodge 
podge.  We  suspect,  however,  that  when  assem- 
bled, there  will  be  a number  of  vacant  seats,  unless 
they  are  filled  by  what  are  termed  lobby  members, 
of  whom  there  is  never  any  lack,  where  there  is 
mischief  to  be  done,  and  the  people’s  rights  can  be 
trampled  upon.  In  the  present  case,  they  would 
have  just  as  much  right  to  take  their  seats  upon  the 
floor,  and  proceed  to  pass  laws  to  answer  their  own 
purposes,  as  the  members  of  the  old  senate  would 
have  to  do;  and  their  acts  would  be  as  binding  and 
as  much  respected  or  obey’ed.  This  hodge  podge 
legislature  will  not  be  recognized,  and  they  might 
as  well  be  now  informed  of  the  fact,  as  be  left  to 
learn  it  after  they  have  attempted  to  exercise  their 
unconstitutional  and  unwarrantable  authority. 

It  is  quite  amusing  to  see  how  admirably  the  pro- 
clamation has  imitated  the  language  of  the  alarmists 
who  have  been  prating  about  the  matter  for  the  last 
month.  We  are  told  that  anarchy,  civil  war, 
strife,  contention,  the  loss  of  state  credit,  and  all 
the  evils  of  Pandora’s  box  are  to  be  the  result  of  an 
omission  to  elect  a senate,  if  the  people,  in  conse- 
quence of  it  are  permitted  to  proceed  to  the  work 
of  electing  delegates  to  a convention  to  form  a new 
one,  and  the  civil  and  militaiy  authorities  and  the 
people  are  called  upon  to  resist  any  such  attempt, 
and  to  sustain  the  present  rotten  constitution,  and 
the  rotten-hearted  cormorants  who  are  feeding  at  the 
public  crib  under  its  provision.  King  Veazey  can, 
no  doubt,  like  Owen  Glendower,  call  spirits  from 
the  vasty  deep,  but  the  question  is  as  applicable  to 
the  one  as  the  other,  will  they  come  when  called. 
Those  who  live  by  their  offices  will,  most  probably, 
be  very  willing  to  obey  the  call,  even  if  it  should 
amount  to  cutting  the  throats  of  those  who  would 
aid  in  displacing  them  by  the  formation  of  a new 
constitution;  but  we  strongly  suspect  there  are  but 
few  others  who  will  pay  any  more  regard  to  the 
proclamation  than  the  author  of  it  has  to  the  consti- 
tution and  laws  of  the  state. 

The  proclaimer  would  not  have  dared,  before  the 
late  election,  to  insult  the  people  by  issuing  such 
an  incendiary  production;  but,  as  his  party  has  suc- 
ceeded in  that  election,  he  now  displays  the  ran- 
cour of  his  heart,  and  has  become  a very  giant. — 
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But  he  may  yet  find  that  there  are  bounds  to  his 
authority,  and  hounds  to  his  power,  and  that  when 
he  attempts  to  o’erstep  those  bounds  he  will  step 
on  dangerous  ground.  We  live  under  a govern- 
ment of  laws,  to  which  those  in  authority  are  as 
much  bound  to  adhere  as  those  who  are  ruled. — 
We  own  no  despot’s  sway,  and  the  man  who  at- 
tempts to  exercise  a power  that  is  not  given  to  him 
by  the  constitution  and  laws,  and  for  which  he  can- 
not point  to  his  authority  in  that  constitution  and 
those  laws,  will  find  that  there  is  a power  above 
him  which  will  bring  him  to  an  account  for  his  ac- 
tions. 

There  is  in  no  class  of  our  community  any  dispo- 
sition to  create  any  disorder,  confusion,  strife  or  an- 
archy; but  there  are  those  who  desire  a reform  in 
the  constitution,  and  will  have  it;  and  if  the  author 
of  the  proclamation  expects  to  defeat  their  purpose 
he  has  deceived  himself.  He  may  be  blinded  by 
the  late  triumph  of  his  party;  but  we  would  advise 
him,  while  he  thinks  he  is  prosperous,  to  act  with 
discretion,  or  adversity  may  come  upon  him  when 
he  little  expects  it. 

A writer  in  the  “Republican”  of  Thursday  last, 
proposes  the  following  mode  of  allaying  the  excite- 
ment. 

COMMUNICATED. 

Messrs.  Editors:  To  allay,  if  possible,  the  ex- 
citement which  the  highly  inflammatory  proclama- 
tion of  the  governor  has  produced,  I would  offer  the 
following  suggestions. 

Let  those  gentlemen  who  were  the  most  promi- 
nent friends  of  reform  in  every  county,  meet  in  this 
city  immediately,  or,  as  soon  as  practicable.  Let 
them  write  a manifesto  or  protest  against  the 
words  of  the  proclamation,  pointing  out  that  the 
governor,  instead  of  being  dispenser  of  concilia- 
tion and  peace,  is  the  very  first  that  would  bring 
CIVIL  WAR.  Let  them  point  out  one  by  one 
the  falsity  of  his  accusations;  let  them  appeal  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States  and  to  tbe  general  go- 
vernment for  the  sacred  truth  and  proof  of  a peace- 
able reform  by  the  fact,  that  their  first  act,  was 
to  confirm  the  present  governor  and  other  officers 
in  their  present  authority,  until  the  new  constitu- 
tion should  be  apjrroved  by  the  people.  Let  them 
point  out  as  a further  confirmation  of  their  peacea- 
ble intentions,  and  avoid  every  idea  of  intentional 
collision;  that  the  convention  shall  meet  in  Balti- 
more instead  of  Annapolis,  and  then  and  there, 
whether  every  county  is  represented  or  not,  let 
them  proceed  to  write  a republican  constitu- 
tion which  shall  go  abroad  to  the  people.  At  the 
next  election  let  them  vote  for  the  old  or  the  new, 
as  they  best  like,  and  take  my  word  for  the  result. 

As  soon  as  the  manifesto  is  written,  let  reform 
meetings  be  called  in  Monument  square,  where  it 
shall  be  read  and  other  resolves  entered  into.  D. 


THE  ARMY— OFFICIAL. 

GENERAL  ORDER,  NO.  74. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army, 
Adj’t  gen’s  office,  Washington,  Nov.  1,  1836. 

1.  Promotions  and  appointments  in  the  army  since 
the  publication  of  “general  order”  No.  59,  dat- 
ed 29th  August,  1836. 

I.  PROMOTIONS. 

Corps  of  engineers. 

First  lieut.  Henry  Brewerton,  to  be  captain  21st 
September,  1836;  vice  Talcott,  resigned. 

Second  lieut.  Robert  E.  Lee,  to  be  1st  lieut.  21st 
September,  1836;  vice  Brewerton,  promoted. 

Second  lieut.  Alexander  J.  Swift,  to  be  1st  lieut. 
31st  October,  1836;  vice  Brown,  resigned. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  William  Smith,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
21st  September,  1836;  vice  Lee,  promoted.  (Bre- 
vet 1st  July,  1834.) 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  John  Sanders,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
30th  September,  1836;  vice  Park,  resigned.  (Bre- 
vet 1st  July,  1834.) 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  George  W.  Morel],  to  be  2d  lieut. 
3lit  October,  1836;  vice  Swift,  promoted.  (Bre- 
vet; 1st  July,  1835.) 

First  regiment  of  dragoons.  1 
Second  lieut.  James  M.  Bowman,  to  be  1st  lieut. 
15th’October,  1836;  vice  Kingsbury,  resigned. 
Second  regiment  of  dragoons. 

First  lieut.  Lloyd  J.  Beall,  to  be  captain,  19th 
October,  1836;  vice  Lane,  deceased. 

Second  lieut.  William  Gilpin,  to  be  1st  lieut.  19th 
October,  1836;  vice  Beall,  promoted. 

1 First  regimen  t of  artillery. 

First  lieut.  Lucius  B.  Webster,  to  be  captain  30th 
September,  1836;  vice  Dimmock,  resigned. 

SeconcJ  lieut.  George  Watson,  to  be  1st  lieut.  30th 
September,  1836;  vice  Webster,  promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  John  S.  Hatheway,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
31st  August,  1836;  vice  Leadbetter,  appointed  bre- 
vet 2d  lieut.  in  the  corps  of  engineers.  (Brevet  1st 
July,  1836.) 


Second  regiment  of  artillery. 

Second  lieut.  George  W.  Ward,  to  be  1st  lieut. 
11th  September,  1836;  vice  Dancy,  resigned. 

Second  lieut.  Robert  P.  Smith,  to  he  1st  lieut. 
30th  September,  1836;  vice  Humphreys,  resigned. 

Second  lieut.  Edmund  Schriver,  to  be  1st  lieut. 
1st  November,  1S36;  vice  d’Lagnel,  appointed  cap- 
tain of  ordnance. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Charles  B.  Daniels,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
11th  September,  1S36;  vice  Ward,  promoted.  (Bre- 
vet 1st  July,  1836.) 

Third  regiment  of  artillery. 

Second  lieut.  George  H.  Talcott,  to  be  1st  lieut, 
15th  September,  1836;  vice  McKee,  resigned. 

Second  lieut.  Eras  D.  Keyes,  to  be  1st  lieut.  16th 
September,  1836;  vice  Barbarin,  resigned. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  William  Mock,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
31st  August,  1836;  vice  Anderson,  appointed  bre- 
vet 2d  lieut.  in  the  corps  of  engineers.  (Brevet  1st 
July,  1836.) 

Fourth  regiment  of  artillery. 

First  lieut.  William  W.  Morris,  to  be  captain  15th 
October,  1836;  vice  Thompson,  resigned. 

Second  lieut.  John  N.  Macomb,  to  be  1st  lieut. 
16th  September,  1836;  vice  Cram,  resigned. 

Second  lieut.  Edward  Deas,  to  be  1st  lieut.  15th 
October,  1836;  vice  Morris,  promoted. 

Second  lieut.  John  H.  Miller,  to  be  1st  lieut.  24th 
October,  1836;  vice  Beckley,  resigned. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Robert  A.  Wainwright,  to  be  2d 
lieut.  22d  October,  1836.  (Brevet  1st  July,  1835.) 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Thomas  L.  Brent,  to  be'2d  lieut. 
1st  November,  1836.  (Brevet  1st  July,  1835.) 
First  regiment  of  infantry. 

First  lieut.  J.  J.  Abercrombie,  to  be  captain,  4th 
September,  1836;  vice  Shannon,  deceased. 

Second  lieut.  John  R.  B.  Gardeneir,  to  be  1st 
lieut.  4th  Sept.  1836;  vice  Abercrombie,  promoted. 

Second  lieut.  Sidney  Burbank,  to  be  1st  lieut. 
29th  October,  1836;  vice  Harris,  dismissed. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  James  McClure,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
4th  September,  1836;  vice  Gardenier,  promoted. 
(Brevet  1st  July,  1S33.) 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Peter  C.  Galliard,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
29th  October,  1836;  vice  Burbank,  promoted.  (Bre- 
vet 1st  July,  1S35.) 

Second  regiment  of  infantry. 

Brevet  2d  lieutenant  Marsena  R.  Patrick,  to  be 
2d  lieut.  31st  October,  1836;  vice  Leavenworth,  re- 
signed. (Brevet  1st  July,  1835.) 

Third  regiment  of  infantry. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Joseph  H.  Eaton,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
31st  October,  1836;  vice  Fry,  resigned.  (Brevet 
1st  July,  1886.) 

Fourth  regiment  of  infantry. 

Lieut,  colonel  Enos  Cutler,  of  the  5th  regiment 
of  infantry,  to  be  colonel  21st  September,  1836; 
vice  Clinch,  resigned. 

First  lieut.  Pitcairn  Morrison,  to  be  captain,  13th 
September,  1836;  vice  Sands,  deceased. 

First  lieut.  George  A.  McCall,  to  be  captain,  21st 
September,  1836;  vice  McIntosh,  promoted. 

First  lieut.  Lorenzo  Thomas,  to  be  captain,  23d 
September,  1836;  vice  Martin,  resigned. 

Second  lieut.  Bradford  R.  Alden,  to  be  1st  lieut. 
13th  September,  1836:  vice  Morris,  promoted. 

Second  lieut.  W.  W.  S.  Bliss,  to  be  1st  lieut.  21st 
September,  1836;  vice  McCall,  promoted. 

Second  lieut.  Benjamin  Alvord,  to  be  1st  lieut. 
23d  September,  1836;  vice  Thomas,  promoted. 

Second  lieut.  John  W.  McCrabb,  to  be  1st  lieut. 
30th  September,  1836;  vice  Newcomb,  resigned. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Charles  Hoskins,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
13th  September,  1836;  vice  Alden,  promoted. — 
(Brevet  1st  July,  1836.) 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Collinson  R.  Gates,  to  be  2d 
lieut.  21st  September,  1836;  vice  Bliss,  promoted. 
(Brevet  1st  July,  1836.) 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Marcus  C.  M.  Hammond,  to  be 
2d  lieut.  23d  September,  1836;  vice  Alvord,  pro- 
moted. (Brevet  1st  July,  1S36.) 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Charles  H.  E.  Spoor,  to  be  2d 
lieut.  30th  September,  1836;  vice  McCrabb,  pro- 
moted. (Brevet  1st  July,  1836.) 

Fifth  regiment  of  infantry. 

Brevet  lieut.  col.  Sullivan  Burbank,  major  of  the 
7th  regiment  of  infantry,  to  be  lieut.  colonel,  21st 
September,  1836;  vice  Cutler,  promoted. 

1st  lieut.  Alexander  Johnson,  to  be  captain,  31st 
October,  1836;  vice  Cruger,  resigned. 

2d  lieut.  James  L.  Thompson,  to  be  1st  lieut.  31st 
October,  1836;  vice  Johnson,  promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Wm.  M.  D.  McKissack,  to  be 
2d  lieut.  11th  September,  1836;  vice  Vancleve,  re- 
signed. (Brevet  1st  July,  1S35.) 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Joseph  H.  Whipple,  to  be  2d 
lieut.  31st  October,  1836;  vice  Thompson,  promot- 
ed. (Brevet  1st  July,  1835.) 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Samuel  Whitehorne,  to  be  2d 
lieut.  31st  October,  1836;  vice  Stockton,  resigned. 
(Brevet  1st  July,  1836.)  | 


Seventh  regiment  of  infantry. 

Brevet  major  James  S.  McIntosh,  «aptain  of  the 
4th  regiment  of  infantry,  to  be  major,  21st  Septem- 
ber, 1836;  vice  Burbank,  promoted. 

Second  lieut.  Gabriel  It.  Paul,  to  be  1st  lieut. 
26th  October,  1836;  vice  Cass,  resigned. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Thomas  B.  Arden,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
26th  October,  1836;  vice  Paul,  promoted.  (Brevet 
1st  July,  1835.) 

2.  Promotions  by  brevet,  conferred  for  gallant 
actions  and  meritorious  conduct. 

[Vide  5th  paragraph  of  “ general  order"  No.  69.] 
Lieutenant  colonel  by  brevet. 

Major  Benjamin  K.  Pierce,  of  the  1st  regiment 
of  artillery,  to  rank  from  21s(  August,  1836. 

Majors  by  brevet. 

Capt.  "William  M.  Graham,  of  the  4th  regiment 
of  infantry,  to  rank  from  3 1st  December,  1835. 

Capt.  Richard  B.  Lee,  of  the  3d  regiment  of  ar- 
tillery, to  rank  from  9th  June,  1836. 

Capt.  Thomas  Childs,  of  the  3d  regiment  of  ar- 
tillery, to  rank  from  2 1st  Avgust,  1836. 

Captains  by  brevet. 

First  lieut.  William  Graham,  of  the  3d  regiment 
of  artillery,  to  rank  from  the  3 1st  December,  1835. 

First  lieut.  William  S.  Maitland,  of  the  3d  regi- 
ment of  artillery,  to  rank  from  31  st  December,  1S35. 
First  lieutenant  by  brevet. 

Second  lieut.  Alfred  Herbert,  of  the  1st  regiment 
of  artillery,  to  rank  from  27 th  July,  1S36. 

II.  APPOINTMENTS. 

Pay  department. 

Wharton  Rector,  ol  Missouri,  to  be  paymaster, 
15th  August,  1836. 

Christopher  Andrews,  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, to  be  paymaster,  24th  October,  1S36. 

Major  Donald  Fraser,  of  New  York,  to  be  pay- 
master, 29th  October,  1S36. 

Medical  department. 

Robert  Southgate,  of  Virginia,  to  be  assistant 
surgeon,  30th  August,  1836. 

Isaac  H.  Baldwin,  of  Virginia,  to  be  assistant 
surgeon,  30th  August,  1836. 

Samuel  Forry,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  assistant 
surgeon,  30th  August,  1S36. 

Charles  McCormick  to  be  assistant  surgeon,  SOtli 
August,  1836. 

Corps  of  engineers. 

Second  lieut.  Danville  Leadbetter,  of  the  1st  re- 
giment of  artillery,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieut.  to  rank 
from  1st  July,  1836. 

Second  lieut.  Joseph  R.  Anderson,  of  the  3d  re- 
giment of  artillery,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieut.  to  rank 
from  1st  July,  1836. 

Second  lieut.  Montgomery  C.  Meigs,  of  the  1st 
regiment  of  artillery,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieut.  to  rank 
from  1st  July,  1836. 

Second  lieut.  Daniel  P.  Woodbury,  of  the  3d  re- 
giment of  artillery,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieut.  to  rank 
from  1st  July,  1836. 

Ordnance  department. 

First  lieut.  Julius  A.  d’Lagnel,  of  the  2d  regi- 
of  artillery,  to  be  captain,  1st  November, 

loot). 

Second  regiment  of  dragoons. 

William  S.  Harney  to  be  lieut.  colonel,  15th 
August,  1836;  vice  Bector,  declined. 

WiHiam  M.  Fulton,  of  Virginia,  to  be  captain, 
6th  October,  1836;  vice  Dougherty',  declined 
Croghan  Ker,  2d  lieut.  to  be  1st  lieut.  6th  Octo- 
ber, 1836;  vice  Crimsley,  declined, 

Alexander  S.  Macomb,  2d  lieut.  1st  dragoons  to 
be  1st  lieut.  6th  October,  1836;  vice  Grooms,  de- 
clined. 

Nathaniel  W.  Hunter,  late  brevet  2d  lieut  7th 
infantry,  to  be  2d  lieut.  6th  October,  1S36-  vice 
Ker,  appointed  1st  lieut. 

Robert  Lawton,  of  Rhode  Island,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
12th  October,  1836;  vice  Ward,  declined., 
in.  CASUALTIES. — (47.) 

Resignations. — (40.) 

Colonel. — (1.) 

Brevet  brig.  gen.  D.  L.  Clinch,  4th  infantry',  21st 
September,  1S36.  1 

Captains. — (6.) 

Andrew  Talcott,  corps  of  engineers,  21st  Sep- 
tember, 1S36.  1 

Robert  P.  Parrott,  ordnance,  31st  October,  1836 
Charles  Dimmock,  1st  artillery,  30th  September 
1836.  1 

Henry  A.  Thompson,  4tli  artillery,  15th  October 
1836. 

WiHiam  Martin,  4th  infantry,  23d  September, 
lo36.  1 

WiHiam  E.  Cruger,  5th  infantry,  31st  October, 
I006. 

First  lieutenants. — (10.) 

Thomas  S.  Brown,  corps  of  engineers,  31st  Oc- 
tober, 1836. 

Gaines  P.  Kingsbury,  1st  dragoons,  15th  Octo- 
ber, 1836 
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Francis  L.  Dancy,  2d  artillery,  11th  September, 
1836. 

A.  A.  Humphreys,  2d  artillery,  30th  September, 
1836. 

Francis  N.  Barbarin,  3d  artillery,  16th  Septem- 
ber, 1836. 

William  R.  McKee,  3d  artillery,  15th  Septem- 
ber, 1836. 

Alfred  Beckley,  -1th  artillery,  24th  October,  1836. 

Thomas  J.  Cram,  4th  artillery,  16th  September, 
1836. 

Francis  D.  Newcomb,  4th  infantry,  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1836. 

George  W.  Cass,  7th  infantry,  26th  October, 
1836. 

Second  lieutenants. — (14.) 

Roswell  Park,  corps  of  engineers,  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1836. 

Lloyd  Tilghman,  1st  dragoons,  30th  September, 
1836. 

William  H.  Pettes,  1st  artillery,  11th  Septem- 
ber, 1836. 

Alexander  P.  Crittenden,  1st  artillery,  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1836. 

David  P.  De  Witt,  2d  artillery,  31st  October, 
1836. 

George  G.  Meade,  3d  artillery,  26th  October, 
1836. 

William  B.  Wallace,  3d  artillery,  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1836. 

William  H.  Emory,  4th  artillery,  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1836. 

Benjamin  S.  Ewell,  4th  artillery,  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1836. 

James  L.  Davis,  4th  artillery,  11th  September, 
1836. 

Jesse  H.  Leavenworth,  2d  infantry,  31st  Octo- 
ber, 1836. 

Cary  H.  Fry,  3d  infantry,  31st  October,  1836. 

Thomas  Stockton,  5th  infantry,  31st  October, 
1836. 

Horatio  P.  Vancleve,  5th  infantry,  11th  Septem- 
ber, 1836. 

Brevet  second  lieutenants. — (7.) 

Rufus  King,  corps  of  engineers,  30th  September, 
1836. 

Henry  C.  Moorhead,  1st  dragoons,  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1836. 

Arthur  B.  Lansing,  1st  artillery,  30th  September, 
1S36. 

George  W.  Shaw,  1st  infantry,  31st  October, 
1836. 

Richard  S.  Smith,  2d  infantry,  19th  October, 
1S36. 

Archibald  Campbell,  6th  infantry,  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1836. 

Thomas  P.  Chilfelle,  7th  infantry,  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1836. 

Staff. -(2.) 

Col.  Arthur  P.  Hayne,  paymaster,  25th  October, 
1836. 

Morgan  Neville,  paymaster,  18th  October,  1836. 

Declined. — (2.) 

Lieut,  col.  Wharton  Rector,  2d  dragoons. 

Second  lieut.  Wm.  H.  Ward,  2d  dragoons. 

Transfers. — (6.) 

Second  lieut.  Danville  Leadbetter,  of  the  1st  re- 
giment of  artillery  transferred  to  the  corps  of  en- 
gineers as  brevet  2d  lieut. 

Second  lieut.  Joseph  R.  Anderson,  of  the  3d  re- 
giment of  artillery,  transferred  to  the  corps  of  en- 
gineers as  brevet  2d  lieut. 

Second  lieut.  Montgomery  C.  Meigs,  of  the  1st 
regiment  of  artillery,  transferred  to  the  corps  of  en- 
gineers as  brevet  2d  lieut. 

Second  lieut.  Daniel  P.  Woodbury,  of  the  3d  re- 
giment of  artillery,  transferred  to  the  corps  of  en- 
gineers as  brevet  2d  lieut. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Robert  A.  Wainright,  of  the  5th 
regiment  of  infantry,  transferred  to  the  4th  regiment 
of  artillery. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Thomas  L.  Brent,  of  the  6th  re- 
giment of  infantry,  transferred  to  the  4th  regiment 
of  artillery. 

Deaths. — (4.) 

Joseph  Lovell;  surgeon  general  of  the  army,  17th 
October,  1836. 

Captain  John  F.  Lane,  2d  dragoons  19th  October, 
1S36. 

Captain  Samuel  Shannon,  1st  infantry,  4th  Sept. 
1836. 

Brevet  major  Richard  Sands,  4th  infantry  13th 
September,  1836. 

Dismissed. — (1.) 

First  lieut.  Wm.  L.  Harris,  1st  infantry,  29th 
October,  1836. 

3.  The  officers  promoted  will  report  accordingly, 
and  join  their  proper  stations  and  companies  with- 
out delay;  those  on  detached  service,  or  acting 
under  special  orders  and  instructions,  will  report 
by  letter  to  their  respective  colonels. 


“IV.  Rule  to  be  observed  in  ordinary  cases  of  pro- 
motion.” 

4.  “If  a field  officer,  the  officer  promoted  will 
join  the  regiment  and  station  of  his  predecessor;  if 
a company  officer,  he  will  join  the  particular  com- 
pany where  the  vacancy  to  which  he  succeeds  may 
have  occurred.” 

5.  The  practice  of  commanding  officers  assum- 
ing authority  to  grant  leaves  of  absence  to  officers 
on  tendering  their  resignations,  is  disapproved,  it  be- 
ing contrary  to  the  rules  of  service.  Hereafter, 
letters  of  resignation  will  be  forwarded  by  the  com- 
manding officer  to  the  adjutant  general  of  the  army, 
Washington,  to  be  laid  before  the  war  department; 
and  the  officer  who  may  so  tender  his  resignation, 
will  riot  be  permittecKo  quit  his  post  until  the  de- 
cision of  the  president  he  duly  communicated. 

By  order  of  Alexander  Macomb,  major  general 
commanding-in-chief:  R.  JONES,  ad;,  gen. 

General  order,  no.  76. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army,  adj't  gen’s  office, 

Washington,  Nov.  7,  1836. 

1.  The  secretary  of  war  having  assigned  the  duty 
connected  with  Indian  emigration,  heretofore  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  commissary  general  of  sub- 
sistence, to  the  commissioner  of  Indian  affairs,  the 
officers  of  the  army  who  have  been  detailed  for 
performing  the  above-mentioned  duty  under  the 
subsistence  department,  will  continue  to  execute 
it  under  the  direction  of  the  commissioner  of  Indian 
affairs. 

2.  Commanding  officers  in  the  field  will  report 
to  the  head  quarters  of  the  army  the  time,  that  the 
several  officers  relieved  from  detached  service  and 
ordered  to  join  their  regiments,  pursuant  to  “ge- 
neral order”  No.  69,  of  October  15,  may  report  in 
person  for  duty  with  the  troops. 

By  order  of  Alexander  Macomb,  major  general 
commanding-in-chief:  R.  JONES,  adj.gcn. 


THE  SURPLUS  REVENUE. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Washington  Globe  of  Tuesday 
that  a notice  similar  to  that  referred  to  in  the  an- 
nexed paragraph,  has  been  sent  to  the  deposite 
banks  in  every  state  in  the  union,  giving  to  each 
which  will  be  called  on  next  January,  seasonable 
notice  of  the  probable  amount  it  will  then,  and 
quarterly  during  1837,  be  required  to  pay  over  ei- 
ther to  the  state  in  which  it  is  situated,  or  to  some 
other  state  near,  where  a sufficient  share  of  the 
public  money  is  not  deposited. 

Division  of  deposilcs  among  the  states.  The  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  has  notified  the  bank  of  Vir- 
ginia, that  he  shall  draw  on  that  bank,  a few  days 
after  the  1st  of  January,  in  favor  of  the  treasurer  of 
Virginia,  for  about  $350,000  which  will,  of  course, 
be  previously  deposited  in  the  bank.  This  ratio 
will  give  to  the  state  about  $2,600,000  by  the  1st 
of  October  next,  and  make  the  whole  distributable 
sum  about  or  upwards  of  36  millions,  including 
Michigan. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  one  of  the  circulars  to 
the  banks  above  referred  to: 

Treasury  department,  November  1st,  1836. 

Sir:  It  is  deemed  proper  and  useful  thus  early 
to  apprise  the  bank  over  which  you  preside,  that  in 
a few  days  after  the  1st  of  January  next,  [provided 
the  state  of  shall  then  have  passed  a law, 

accepting  the  deposite,  and  if  not,  as  soon  after- 
wards as  a law  shall  be  passed]  a transfer  draft  will 
probably  be  drawn  on  it  by  this  department,  for 
about  the  sum  of  $ 

It  will  be  made  payable  forthwith  to  the  author- 
ised agent  of  said  state — the  money  to  be  kept  in 
deposite  on  behalf  of  the  United  States.  This  trans- 
fer will  be  followed  on  the  1st  of  April,  July  and 
October  next,  by  other  drafts  of  similar  amount, 
and  payable  to  the  same  agent,  unless  in  the  mean- 
time a different  notice  is  given  by  this  department. 

When  the  transfer  drafts  are  forwarded  to  you  the 
precise  amount  will  be  ascertained  and  specified 
therein — and  the  form  enclosed  of  such  duplicate 
receipts  as  are  to  be  taken  by  you  of  the  agent,  and 
one  of  them  returned  here  as  a voucher  of  your 
payment. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY,  sect,  of  the  treasury. 

President  of  the 


REAL  ESTATE  IN  NEW  YORK. 

From  the  N.  Y.  Daily  Advertiser. 

We  are  indebted  to  our  worthy  fellow  citizen 
John  Simonson  for  full  and  detailed  statements  from 
the  assessor’s  books,  from  which  we  make  the  fol- 
lowing statements: 

Return  of  the  board  of  assessors  of  the  value  of  the 
real  and  personal  estate  of  the  city  of  New  York 
for  1836. 


1st  ward, 
2d 
3d 
4th 
5th 
6th 
7th 
8th 
9th 
10th 
11th 
12th 
13th 
14  th 
15th 
16  th 


Real  estate. 
37,471,950 
19,752,350 
15,884,450 
10,007,250 
13,610,260 
10,211,760 
12,234,960 
13,385,300 
10,154,800 
7,613,700 
19,734,010 
10,375,591 
4,228,950 
7,886,750 
16,158,100 
22,588,485 


1st  w 
2d 
3d 
4th 
5th 
6th 
7th 
8th 
9th 
10th 
11th 
12  th 
13th 
14th 
15th 
16th 


Personal  estate- 
ard,  28,631,936 
2,490,386 
7,673,080 
2,365,628 
5,370,100 
4,080,617 
4,518,110 
2,251,855 
1,690,943 
877,250 
1,253,771 
2,505,865 
587,700 
2,338,930 
7,856,789 
532,666 


$231,258,964 
Raised  by  S 

the  V 21,942,227 
assessors,  S 


$74,787,589 


mil'S't;  \ ".787,589 


$327,988,780 

Several  wards  were  assessed  too  low  by  the  ward 
assessors.  The  board  consequently  raised  them  to 
a standard  with  other  portions  of  the  city,  and  which 
is  added  above.  15  per  cent,  to  be  added  to  the 
real  estate  ol  the  4th  ward;  5th  ward,  the  owners  of 
the  fee  in  St.  John’s  park,  who  have  the  exclusive 
benefit  for  private  use,  it  now  being  open  to  the 
public,  10  per  cent.;  6th  ward,  8 per  cent,  on  real 
estate;  8th  ward,  4 per  cent,  on  real  estate;  9th 
ward,  8 per  cent.;  12th  ward,  140  per  cent,  as  fol- 
lows: from  40th  to  62d  street,  inclusive,  175  per 
cent.;  from  62d  to  132d  st.  132  per  cent,  and  on  the 
remainder  of  the  ward  95  per  cent.;  13th  ward,  7 
per  cent.;  14th  ward,  18  per  cent.;  15th  ward,  7 
per  cent.;  16th  ward,  4 per  cent.  The  board  of  as- 
sessors, previous  to  their  commencing  their  assess- 
ments, by  a unanimous  vote  agreed  to  assess  all  the 
real  estate  up  to  actual  sales,  and  all  the  property 
similarly  situated  at  the  3arae  rate— when  it  was 
found  on  the  examination  of  the  book  of  any  ward 
that  it  was  not  so  assessed  as  above,  the  per  centage 
was  added.  Some  of  the  wards  that  had  been  rais- 
ed, the  assessors  of  the  same  placed  it  where,  in 
their  best  judgments,  they  thought  would  bear  it. 

We  commend  the  course  taken  by  the  assessors. 
In  all  former  years  there  has  been  a course  taken 
manifestly  unjust.  The  present  mode  of  equaliz- 
ing all  portions  of  the  city  is  just  and  proper.  We 
give  below  a table  of  the  value  of  both  real  and 
personal  estate  since  1805.  The  reader  will  be 
amazed  at  the  rapid  increase  of  wealth  in  this  city. 
Assessed  value  of  real  and  personal  estate  in  the  city 


•Assessment  of  1632. 

Assessment  of  1833. 

W ards. 

Real  estate. 

Personal. 

Real  estate. 

Personal. 

1st, 

Sit, 

$19,312,000 

21,973,634 

$22,531,600 

$23,969,815 

10.514,500 

2,894,304 

10,956,120 

2,865,705 

3,1, 

9.897,900 

5,338,256 

10,173,050 

6,348,272 

4th, 

6,731 ,900 

1,317,108 

6.851,550 

2,567,253 

5ih, 

8,673,600 

2,299,100 

3,690,050 

3,727,172 

6th, 

5,649,550 

1 ,303,850 

5.613,225 

2,911,276 

7th 

5,748,450 

1,499,015 

6,489,080 

1 ,950,430 

8th, 

6,479,000 

943,300 

6,918,676 

1,387,300 

9th, 

4,307,200 

524,650 

4,762,200 

553,700 

10th, 

3,902.400 

528,100 

4,047,300 

673,500 

Uth, 

4,519,200 

435,500 

5,497,200 

509,700 

12th, 

s* 

1,158,040 

7,000 

2,713,100 

7,500 

12th, 

Nf 

4,731,420 

27,100 

4,912,705 

481,400 

13th, 

9.220,700 

27,300 

2,351,300 

340,150 

14th, 

4,237,600 

162,900 

4,452.400 

1,986,504 

15th, 

5,958,035 

108,600 

7,615,036 

1,081,700 

$104,042,405 

$42,260,213 

9114,124,566 

$52,366,676 

increase  of  personal  estate, 
Total  increase, 


$10,082,161 

10,106,763 

$20,183,924 


Comparative  view  of  valuations  and  taxes  since  1805. 

Vuluution. 

City  taxes. 

Valuation. 

City  taxes. 

1805 

$25,645,867 

$127,946 

87 

1820 

$69,530,753 

$270,361 

19 

1806 

26,529,630 

127,814 

97 

1821 

68,282,070 

259,430 

30 

1807 

24,959,955 

119,155 

09 

1822 

71,289,144 

302,105 

61 

1808 

25,118,720 

138,984 

18 

1823 

70,940,820 

351,814 

36 

1809 

24,732,267 

139,027 

39 

1824 

33,075,616 

353,328 

89 

1810 

26,436,370 

129,727 

15 

1825 

191,160,046 

336,863 

82 

1811 

26,045,730 

176,978 

25 

1826 

107,477,781 

583,758 

89 

1812 

26.253,040 

174,920 

17 

1827 

112,211,926 

437,692 

02 

1813 

27,640,230 

174,726 

94 

1828 

114,019,533 

485^751 

72 

1814 

82,901,497 

214,225 

09 

1829 

112,516,026 

507,107 

24 

1815 

81,636,042 

190,913 

33 

1830 

125,288,518 

509,178 

44 

1816 

32,074,201 

180,653 

94 

1831 

139,280,214 

562,104 

05 

1817 

78,895,725 

216,720 

44 

1832 

146,302,518 

565,385 

74 

1818 

80,245,091 

255,740 

79 

1833 

166,491,542 

971 j865 

61 

1819 

70,113,061 

250,140 

21 

1834 

218,723,703 

‘South  of  the  lamp  and  watch  district,  (14th  street). 
(North  of  do.  do.  do. 
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LEGEND  OF  BRADY’S  HILL. 

From  Silliman’s  Journal  for  October  1836. 

Samuel  Brady,  the  hero  of  the  following  adven- 
ture, was  over  six  feet  in  height,  with  light  blue 
eyes,  fair  skin  and  dark  hair:  he  was  remarkably 
straight,  an  athletic,  bold  and  vigorous  backwoods- 
man, inured  to  all  the  toils  and  hardships  of  a fron- 
tier life,  and  had  become  very  obnoxious  to  the  In- 
dians, from  the  numerous  successful  attacks  on 
their  war  parties,  and  from  shooting  them  in  his 
hunting  excursions,  whenever  they  crossed  his 
path,  or  came  within  reach  of  his  rifle;  for  he  was 
personally  engaged  in  more  hazardous  contests  with 
the  savages,  than  any  other  man  wTest  of  the  moun- 
tains, excepting  Daniel  Boon.  He  was  in  fact  an 
“Indian  hater,”  as  many  of  the  early  borderers 
were.  This  class  of  men  appear  to  have  been  more 
numerous  in  this  region,  than  in  any  other  portion 
of  the  irontiers;  and  this  doubtless  arose  from  the 
slaughter  at  Braddoek’s  defeat,  and  the  numerous 
murders  and  attacks  on  defenceless  families  that  for 
many  years  followed  that  disaster.  Brady  was  also 
a very  successful  trapper  and  hunter,  and  took  more 
beavers  than  any  of  the  Indians  themselves.  In 
one  of  his  adventurous  trapping  excursions,  to  the 
waters  of  Beaver  river,  or  Mahoning  which  in  ear- 
ly days  so  abounded  with  the  animals  of  this  spe- 
cies, that  it  took  its  name  from  this  fact,  it  so  hap- 
pened that  the  Indians  surprised  hinuin  his  camp 
and  took  him  prisoner.  To  have  shot  CWtomahawk- 
ed  him  on  the  spot,  would  have  been  but  a small 
gratification  to  that  of  satiating  their  revenge  by 
burning  him  at  a slow  fire,  in  presence  of  all  the 
Indians  of  their  village.  He  was  therefore  taken 
alive  to  their  encampment,  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
Beaver  river,  about  a mile  and  a half  from  its 
mouth..  Alter  the  usual  exultations  and  rejoicings 
at  the  capture  of  a noted  enemy,  and  causing  him 
to  run  the  gauntlet,  a fire  was  prepared,  near  which 
Brady  was  placed,  after  being  stripped  naked,  and 
with  his  arms  unbound.  Previously  to  tying  him 
to  the  stake,  a large  circle  was  formed  around  him, 
consisting  of  Indian  men,  women  and  children, 
dancing  and  yelling,  and  uttering  all  manner  of 
threats  and  abuse  that  their  small  knowledge  of  the 
English  language  could  afford.  The  prisoner  look- 
ed on  these  preparations  for  death,  and  on  his  savage 
foes,  with  a firm  countenance  and  a steady  eye, 
meeting  all  their  threats  with  a truly  savage  forti- 
tude. In  the  midst  of  their  dancing  and  rejocing,  a 
squaw  of  one  of  their  chiefs  came  near  him  with  a 
child  in  her  arms.  Quick  as  thought,  and  with  in- 
tuitive prescience,  he  snatched  it  from  her  and 
threw  it  into  the  midst  of  the  flames.  Horror  struck 
at  the  sudden  outrage,  the  Indians  simultaneously 
rushed  to  rescue  the  infant  from  the  fire.  In  the 
midst  of  this  confusion,  Brady  darted  from  the  cir- 
cle, overturning  all  that  came  in  his  way,  and  rush- 
ed into  the  adjacent  thickets,  with  the  Indians  at 
his  heels.  He  ascended  the  steep  side  of  the  pre- 
sent hill,  amidst  a shower  of  bullets,  and  darting 
down  the  opposite  declivity,  secreted  himself  in  the 
deep  ravines  and  laurel  thickets  that  abound  for  se- 
veral miles  to  the  west  of  it.  His  knowledge  of 
the  country  and  wonderful  activity,  enabled  him  to 
elude  his  enemies,  and  reach  the  settlements  on  the 
south  of  the  Ohio  river,  which  he  crossed  by  swim- 
ming. The  hill,  near  whose  base  this  adventure  is 
said  to  have  happened,  still  goes  by  his  name;  and 
the  incident  is  often  referred  to  by  the  traveller,  as 
the  coach  is  slowly  dragged  up  its  side. 

Brady’s  leap.  C apt.  Brady  seems  to  have  been 
as  much  the  Daniel  Boon  of  the  north  east  part  of 
the  valley  of  the  Ohio,  as  the  other  was  of  the 
south  west,  and  the  country  is  equally  full  of  tradi- 
tionary legends  of  his  hardy  adventures  and  hair- 
breadth escapes,  although  he  has  lacked  a Flint  to 
chronicle  his  fame,  and  transmit  it  to  posterity  in 
the  glowing  and  beautiful  language  of  that  distin- 
guished annalist  of  the  west.  From  undoubted  au- 
thority, it  seems  the  following  incident  actually 
transpired  in  this  vicinity.  Brady’s  residence  was 
on  Chartier’s  creek,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Ohio, 
as  before  noted  in  this  diary;  and  being  a man  of 
herculean  strength,  activity  and  courage,  he  was 
generally  selected  as  the  leader  of  the  hardy  bor- 
derers in  all  their  incursions  into  Indian  territory 
north  of  the  river.  On  this  occasion,  which  was 
about  the  year  1780,  a large  party  of  warriors  from 
the  falls  of  the  Cuyahoga  and  the  adjacent  country, 
had  made  an  inroad  on  the  south  side  of  the  Ohio 
river,  in  the  lower  part  of  what  is  now  Washington 
county,  but  which  was  then  known  as  the  settle- 
ment of  “Catfish  Camp,”  after  an  old  Indian  of  that 
name,  who  lived  there  when  the  whites  first  came 
into  the  country  on  the  Monongahela  river.  This 
party  had  murdered  several  families,  and  with  the 
“plunder”  had  recrossed  the  Ohio  before  effectual 
pursuit  could  bn  made.  By  Brady  a party  was  di- 
rectly summoned,  of  his  chosen  followers,  who 
hastened  on  after  them,  but  the  Indians  having  one  | 


or  two  days  the  start,  he  could  not  overtake  them 
in  time  to  arrest  their  return  to  their  villages.  Near 
the  spot  where  the  town  of  Ravena  now  stands,  the 
Indians  separated  into  two  parties,  one  of  which 
went  to  the  north,  and  the  other  west,  to  the  falls 
of  the  Cuyahoga.  Brady’s  men  also  divided;  a part 
pursued  the  northern  trail,  and  a part  with  their 
commander  to  the  Indian  village,  lying  on  the  river 
in  the  present  township  of  Northampton,  in  Portasre 
county. 

Although  Brady  made  his  approaches  with  the 
utmost  caution,  the  Indians,  expecting  a pursuit, 
were  on  the  lookout,  and  ready  to  receive  him,  with 
numbers  fourfold  to  those  of  Brady’s  party,  whose 
only  safety  was  in  a hasty  retreat,  which,  from  the 
ardor  of  the  pursuit,  soon  became  a perfect  flight. — 
Brady  directed  his  men  to  separate  and  each  one  to 
take  care  of  himself;  but  the  Indians  knowing  Bra- 
dy, and  having  a most  inveterate  hatred  and  dread 
of  him,  from  the  numerous  chastisements  which  he 
had  inflicted  upon  them,  left  all  the  others,  and  with 
united  strength  pursued  him  alone.  The  Cuyaho- 
ga here  makes  a wide  bend  to  the  south,  including 
a large  tract  of  several  miles  of  surface,  in  the  form 
of  a peninsula:  within  this  tract  the  pursuit  was 
hotly  contested.  The  Indians,  by  extending  their 
line  to  the  right  and  left,  forced  him  on  to  the  bank  of 
the  stream.  Having,  in  peaceable  times,  often 
hunted  over  this  ground  with  the  Indians,  and 
knowing  every  turn  of  the  Cuyahoga  as  familiarly 
as  the  villager  knows  the  streets  of  his  own  hamlet, 
Brady  directed  his  course  to  the  river,  at  a spot 
where  the  whole  stream  is  compressed,  by  the 
rocky  cliffs,  into  a narrow  channel  of  only  twenty- 
two  feet  across  the  top  of  the  chasm,  although  it  is 
considerably  wider  beneath,  near  the  water,  and  in 
height  more  than  twice  the  number  of  feet  above 
the  current.  Through  this  pass  the  water  rushes 
like  a race  horse,  chafing  and  roaring  at  the  con- 
finement of  its  current  by  the  rocky  channel,  while, 
a short  distance  above,  the  stream  is  at  least  fifty 
yards  wide.  As  he  approached  the  chasm,  Brady, 
knowing  that  life  or  death  was  in  the  effort,  concen- 
trated his  mighty  powers,  and  leaped  the  stream  at 
a single  bound.  It  so  happened  that,  in  the  oppo- 
site cliff,  the  leap  was  favored  by  a low  place,  into 
which  he  dropped,  and  grasping  the  bushes,  he  thus 
helped  himself  to  ascend  to  the  top  of  the  cliff. — 
The  Indians,  for  a few  moments,  were  lost  in  won- 
der and  admiration,  and  before  they  had  recovered 
their  recollection,  he  was  half  way  up  the  side  of 
the  opposite  hill,  but  still  within  reach  of  their  ri- 
fles. They  could  easily  have  shot  him  at  any  mo- 
ment before,  but  being  bent  on  taking  him  alive, 
lor  torture,  and  to  glut  their  long  delayed  revenge, 
they  forbore  the  use  of  the  rifle;  but  now  seeing 
him  likely  to  escape,  they  all  fired  upon  him:  one 
bullet  wounded  him  severely  in  the  hip,  but  not  so 
badly  as  to  prevent  his  progress.  The  Indians  hav- 
ing to  make  a considerable  circuit  before  they  could 
cross  the  stream,  Brady  advanced  a good  distance 
ahead.  Ilis  limb  was  growing  stiff  from  the  wound, 
and  as  the  Indians  gained  on  him,  he  made  for  the 
pond  which  bears  his  name,  and  plunging  in,  swain 
under  water  a considerable  distance,  and  caine  up 
under  the  trunk  of  a large  oak,  which  had  fallen 
into  the  pond.  This,  although  leaving  only  a. small 
breathing  place  to  support  life,  still  completely  shel- 
tered him  from  their  sight.  The  Indians,  tracing 
him  by  the  blood  to  the  water,  made  diligent  search 
all  round  the  pond,  but  finding  no  signs  of  his  exit, 
finally  came  to  the  conclusion  that  he  had  sunk  and 
was  drowned.  As  they  were  at  one  time  standing 
on  the  very  tree  beneath  which  1m  was  concealed, 
Brady  understanding  their  language,  was  very  glad 
to  hear  the  result  of  their  deliberations,  and  after 
they  had  gone,  weary,  lame  and  hungry,  he  made 
good  his  retreat  to  his  own  home.  His  followers  also 
all  returned  in  safety.  The  chasm  across  which  he 
leaped  is  in  sight  of  the  bridge  where  we  crossed 
the  Cuyahoga,  and  is  known  in  all  that  region  by 
the  name  of  “Brady’s  reap.” 


Total 

crop  of  1824 — 5 

560,000 

bales. 

Do. 

do. 

1825 — 6 

710,000 

do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

1S26 — 7 

937,000 

Do. 

do. 

1827—8 

712,000 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

1828 — 9 

857,744 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

1829-30 

976,  $45 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

1830—1 

1,03S,84S 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

1S31 — 2 

987,477 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

1832—3 

1,070,438 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

1833—4 

1,205,394 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

1834—5 

1,254,328 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

1835—6  1,360,725 

CONSUMPTION. 

do. 

o estimate  the 
Add — 

quantity  manufactured  in  the  U. 

THE  COTTON  CROP  OF  THE  U.  STATES. 


We  take  the  growth  of  the  year  1, 360,725  bales. 
Stocks  on  hand  at  the 
commencement  of  the 
year  Oct.  l,  1S25, 

In  the  southern  ports,  15,829 
In  tile  northern  ports,  25,79 1 


41,623 


Deduct  therefrom — 

The  exports  to  foreign  ports,  1,116,603 
Stocks  on  hand  at  the  close 
of  the  year  Oct.  1,  1836. 

In  southern  ports,  20.627 

In  northern  ports,  22,714 


1,402,348 


Burnt  and  lost  at  N.  O.  2,030 
Do.  Appalachicola,  300 
Do.  N.  York,  Dec.  16,  1,500 
Do.  Natchez,  Dec.  8,  1,800 
Do.  Savannah  river,  600 


43,341 


6,230 


Less — 

Foreign  cotton,  included  in  the 
export. 

Quantity  consumed,  and  in  the 


1,166,174 


559 


1,165,615 


hands  of  manufacturers, 

1S35 — 6 

236,733 

Do. 

do. 

1834—5 

216, SSS 

Do. 

do. 

1833 — 1 

196,413 

Do. 

do. 

1S32 — 3 

194,412 

Do. 

do 

1831—2 

173.800 

Do. 

do. 

1S30 — 1 

182,142 

Do. 

do. 

1829-30 

126,612 

Do. 

do. 

1828—9 

1 18,853 

Do. 

do. 

1827— S 

120,593 

Do. 

do. 

1S26 — 7 

103,483 

Note — Our  estimate  of  the  quantity  taken  for 
consumption,  does  not  include  any  cotton  manufac- 
tured  in  the  states  south  and  west  of  Virginia,  nor 
any  in  that  state,  except  in  the  vicinity  of  Peters- 
burg; and  Richmond. 


TRADE  OF  THE  CANALS— THE  GRAIN 
CROP. 

From  the  Albany  Argus. 

In  consequence  of  the  alleged  failure  of  the  crops 
in  the  western  part  of  the  state,  we  have  been  in- 
duced to  take  some  pains  to  ascertain  what  effect  it 
has  had  upon  the  business  of  the  Erie  canal,  as 
compared  with  the  last  year,  and  how  far  the  dimi- 
nution of  the  great  staple- article  of  wheat,  since 
the  new  crop  began  to  come  in,  has  probably  tend- 
ed to  the  diminution  of  the  canal  tolls  for  the  same 
time. 

The  information  we  have  obtained  is  from  an  of- 
ficial source,  and  shows  the  quantity  of  flour,  wheat 
and  barley  delivered  from  the  canal  at  Albany, 
West  Troy  and  Waterford,  on  the  Hudson  river, 
and  at  Schenectada,  the  termination  of  the  Mohawk 
and  Hudson  rail  road.  The  quantities  of  each  arti- 
cle so  delivered,  up  to  the  1st  of  September,  in  the 
present  and  the  last  year,  are  as  follows,  viz: 


Total. 

1835. 

New  Orleans, 

474,657 

511,146 

Natchez, 

6,889 

Florida, 

79,762 

52,085 

Alabama, 

236,715 

197,692 

Georgia, 

270,121 

222,670 

South  Carolina, 

231,237 

203,166 

North  Carolina, 

32,075 

34,399 

Virginia, 

29,197 

33,170 

Total  crop  of  the  U.  S. 

1,360,725 

1,254,328 

Total  crop  as  above. 

1,360,7258  baies. 

Crop  of  last  year, 

1,254,328 

Increase, 

106,397 

]>iMi.  hurli'y. 

33,576 
42,715 


imi-s.  flour 

484,073 

057.520 


Hum.  wheat. 

266,252 

480,963 


1835 
1S36 

Increase,  9.139  73,447  214,711 

Thus  exhibiting  an  increase  this  year  to  the  date 
given,  in  the  barley,  of  more  than  9,000  bushels; 
in  the  flour,  of  more  than  73,000  barrels;  and  in  the 
wheat,  of  more  than  214,000  bushels. 

Assuming  the  1st  of  September  as  the  period 
when  the  new  crop  began  to  seek  market,  a com- 
parative statement  similar  to  the  above,  from  the 
1st  of  September  to  the  21st  of  October,  in  each 
year,  and  showing  the  weekly  quantities  of  each 
article,  with  the  increase  or  diminution  of  each,  is 
as  follows,  viz: 

Comparative  statement  of  the  quantities  of  wheat, 
flour  and  barley,  delivered  from  the  Erie  canal, 
at  Albany,  West  Troy,  Waterford  and  Schcnccta- 
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da,  during  the  month  of  September,  and  the  three 
firat  weeks  in  October,  of  the  years  1835  and 
1836. 

FLOUR. 


1835. 

1836. 

Inc. 

Dec. 

Sept’r — 1st  week, 

29,544 

21,119 

— 

S,425 

2d 

do. 

37,156 

28,351 

— 

8,805 

3d 

do. 

37,909 

32,246 

— 

5,663 

4th 

do. 

40,773 

42,130 

1,357 

— 

Oct’r — 1st 

do. 

45,276 

27,167 

— 

18,109 

2d 

do. 

47,129 

34,173 

— 

12,951 

3d 

do. 

49,156 

37,674 

— 

9,482 

286,943 

224.365 

1,357 

63,435 

1,357 

62,078 

BARLEY. 

Sept’r — 1st  week, 

4,689 

— 

— 

4,68.9 

2d 

do. 

16.727 

291 

— 

16,436 

3d 

do. 

20,943 

2,S91 

— 

18,052 

4th 

do. 

39,252 

4,725 

— 

34,527 

Oct’r — 1st 

do. 

57,674 

8,838 

— 

48,836 

2d 

do. 

62,349 

25,097 

— 

37,252 

3d 

do. 

33,854 

30,821 

— 

53,033 

285,488 

72,663 

212,825 

WHEAT. 

Sept’r — 1st  week,  39,642 

37,769 

— 

1,873 

2d 

do. 

44,042 

42.642 

— 

1,400 

3d 

do. 

38,227 

42,352 

4,125 

— 

4th 

do. 

51,253 

42,220 

— 

9,033 

Oct’r — 1st 

do. 

40,944 

16,080 

— 

24,864 

2d 

do. 

28,930 

28,389 

4,459 

— 

3d 

do. 

38,270 

39,909 

1,639 

— 

276,308 

249,361 

10,223 

37,170 

10.223 


26,947 

Thus  showing  a falling  off,  since  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember, in  barley,  of  212,825  bushels;  in  flour  of 
62,078  barrels;  and  in  wheat,  of  26,947  bushels. — 
A statement,  showing  the  total  amount  up  to  the 
21st  October,  in  each  year,  and  embracing  both  the 
above  statements,  is  as  follows: 

Jjii.il.  Imrluy.  libls.  fl'iur 

318,064' 


1835 

1336 

Decrease, 

Increase, 


115,378 

202,636 


771,016 

782,385 


B'bli,  wliftn. 

524,560 

730,324 


11,369  187,764 

Showing  an  increase  in  the  flour  of  11,000  barrels; 
in  the  wheat  187,000  bushels;  and  a decrease  in  the 
barley  of  202,000  bushels. 

It  is  possible  that  the  period  assumed  for  the 
coming  in  of  this  year's  crop  is  not  early  enough; 
that  the  high  price  of  flour  may  have  led  to  its  ear- 
lier preparation  for  market,  and  that  that  cause 
may  account  for  some  of  the  increase  in  the  flour 
and  wheat  on  the  1st  of  September,  and  for  the  sub 
sequent  facing  off. 

However  "this  may  be,  it  is  evident  that  the  con- 
tinued failing  in  October,  notwithstanding  the  pre- 
sent high  prices,  augurs  unfavorably  for  the  fall  and 
spring  business  in  these  great  staples. 


MR.  BAYLIE  PEYTON’S  LETTER. 

Gaincsboro'  ( Term.)  Sept.  10,  1835. 

Sir:  On  tile  first  Monday  of  this  month  a large 
number  of  your  constituents  of  this  county  assem- 
bled at  the  court  house  to  evince  their  approbation 
of  your  political  course,  particularly  during  the  last 
session  of  congress,  and  deputed  the  undersigned  to 
invite  you  to  a public  dinner  in  this  place  on  Sa- 
turday, the  17th  instant.  In  performing  this  agree- 
able duty,  the  undersigned  take  occasion  to  express 
to  you  the  high  estimation  in  which  they,  in  com- 
mon with  their  fellow  citizens  of  this  county,  hold 
both  your  public  and  private  character.  Yours,  re- 
spectfully, RICHARD  F.  COOK, 

SAMPSON  W.  CASSETY, 
JAMES  T.  QUARLES, 

MERLIN  YOUNG. 

DAVID  G.  SHEPHERD, 
MICAJAH  L.  ARMSTRONG, 
JOHN  SCANLAND, 

Ho;i.  B'.vjlie  Peyton. 


MR.  PEYTON S REPLY. 

Station  Camp,  near  Gallatin,  Sept.  13,  1836. 

Gentlemen:  I had  the  honor  to  receive,  through 
your  politeness,  on  yesterday,  the  proceedings  of  a 
public  meeting  of  a portion  of  my  fellow  citizens  of 
Jackson  county,  assembled  at  Gaincsborough  on 
the  5th  of  this  instant,  inviting  me,  at  such  time  as 
might  suit  my  convenience,  to  partake  of  a public 
dinner,  at  or  near  that  place,  “as  an  evidence  of 
their  approbation  of  my  course  since  I have  been 
heir  representative  in  congress,  and  particularly 


during  the  last  session.”  This  voice  from  Jackson 
is  to  me  cheering  and  animating  in  no  ordinary  de- 
gree. Amidst  the  shifting  currents  of  the  day,  to 
be  greeted  on  my  return  by  my  friends  in  Jackson 
county,  with  this  warm  and  generous  welcome  and 
well  done,”  excites  emotions  in  the  heart,  and 
gives  a vigor  to  the  nerves,  which  the  wretch  who 
sells  himself  for  place  can  never  feel.  To  be  told 
by  honest  men  and  “free,”  that  “you  have  been 
true  to  your  country,  true  to  the  republican  profes- 
sions which  you  have  heretofore  made,  true  to  the 
trust  with  which  you  have  been  honored,”  is  calcu- 
lated to  inspire  a lofty  pride,  and  affords  an  incen- 
tive to  patriotic  actions,  nowhere  to  be  met  with 
but  in  the  spontaneous  applause  of  freemen.  How 
could  I,  how  dare  I,  betray  my  sacred  trust,  when 
backed  by  such  high-souled  and  generous  constitu- 
ents? What  has  a public  servant  to  fear  from 
power,  or  hope  from  office,  when  he  lives  in 
the  bosoms  of  such  constituents,  and  is  sustained 
by  the  dauntles.?  spirits  of  such  men?  Thank  God, 
that  there  still  breathes  in  its  unadulterated  purity 
that  spirit  and  love  of  liberty,  that  American  spirit, 
which  inspired  a Henry,  and  burnt  in  the  breasts  of 
our  fathers;  which  won  our  liberties,  and  has  sus- 
tained our  arms  and  our  honor  upon  every  field  and 
upon  every  sea.  The  crisis,  gentlemen,  calls  aloud 
for  it;  the  times  demand  it;  the  ballot  box  is  assail- 
ed; the  citadel  of  your  liberty  is  in  danger.  The 
question  is,  where  lies  the  sovereign  power? — 
This  is  the  issue.  Is  the  sovereign  power  in  the 
people  of  this  country,  or  is  it  in  the  high  offices 
of  the  government?  This  is  the  true  issue.  Let 
no  man  disguise  the  fact  that  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  at  the  head  of  one  hundred  thousand 
officers  of  the  federal  government,  is  boldly  in  the 
field,  and  openly  electioneering  for  Mr.  Van  Buren; 
that  all  the  power  and  patronage  of  the  government 
are  brought  into  “conflict  with  the  freedom  of  elec- 
tions;” that  in  this  trying  summer  of  ’36,  which 
will  appear  in  history  so  unlike  our  glorious  sum- 
mer of  ’76,  the  president  in  person,  everything  else 
having  failed,  has  assumed  the  command,  and,  at  the 
head  of  his  official  regulars,  may  he  seen  carrying 
the  war  into  the  very  heart  of  the  states,  and  throw- 
ing himself  between  the  people  and  the  ballot  box. 
As  for  Tennessee,  she  has  been  considered  in 
state  of  open  rebellion.  Letter  after  letter  had  been 
written:  proclamation  after  proclamation  bad  been 
sent  on  without  effect.  What  was  to  be  clone? — 
That  was  ns  secret  at  Washington;  the  president 
himself  was  not,  like  some  of  the  Florida  comman- 
ders, to  go  into  summer  quarters,  but  to  make  a 
summer  campaign,  and  reduce  her  to  subjection. — 
Yes,  the  lines  were  to  be  clearly  drawn;  the  people 
of  Tennessee  were  to  be  plainly  told,  you  cannot 
and  shall  not  be  my  friends  unless  you  support 
Mr.  Van  Buren. 

Gentlemen,  I would  again  and  again  call  on  you 
and  my  fellow  citizens  generally,  to  look  this  issue, 
so  cruelly  forced  upon  us,  full  in  the  face.  AVas 
any  man  born  to  think  for  this  state  or  for  this  na- 
tion? If  so,  what  star  pointed  out  the  place  of  his 
nativity?  What  voice  of  inspiration  announced  his 
coming?  In  what  clause  of  the  constitution  did 
our  patriot  sires  write  his  unlimited  letter  of  au 
thority?  Are  you  the  sovereigns  of  this  land? — 
Are  you  such  freemen  as  your  fathers  were?  Are 
all  officers  of  government,  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States  down  to  the  corporal  in  your 
captain’s  company,  your  agents,  your  public 
servants?  Or  is  the  sovereign  power  of  this 
country  transferred  to  the  president,  directors  and 
company  at  Washington  city?  This  is  the  true 
question.  Are  you  bound  to  think  as  they 
think — to  vote  as  they  direct?  This  is  the 
issue.  How  has  it  been  brought  about?  By  the 
subtlety  of  the  spoils  men — by  the  artifices  of  the 
spoils  party.  They  have  crawled  around  the  dv 
ing  couch,  as  it  were,  of  this  venerable  and  confid 
ing  old  warrior,  and,  taking  advantage  of  his  age 
His  open,  unsuspecting  nature,  and  those  infirmi 
ties  “which  flesh  is  heir  to,”  they  have  beguiled 
him  from  his  friends,  from  his  sacred  principles 
and  from  himself.  They  have  even  urged  him  to 
the  public  defence  of  their  colaborer  and  copartner 
in  the  piracy  which  is  going  on  upon  the  treasury — 
Reuben  M.  Whitney.  Where  was  Reuben  M 
Whitney  when  the  chivalry  of  Tennessee  was 
charging,  on  the  night  of  the  22d,  into  the  British 
camp?  AVhere  was  he  on  the  cver-glorious  8th  of 
January,  when  the  bAst  Mood  of  Tennessee  was 
shed  in  purchasing  those  laurels  for  Andrew  Jack 
son  which  will  grow  green  in  history  forever? — 
Reuben  M.  AAHiitney  was  then  a traitor  in  the  Bri 
fish  camp.  He  himself  acknowledges  that  he  took 
an  oath,  yes,  that  he  called  heaven  to  bear  witness 
— upon  that  God  who  guarded  the  sword  of  Wash 
ington,  and  conducted  our  fathers  through  seas  of 
Mood  to  liberty — to  hear  witness,  that  he,  Reuben 
M.  Whitney,  was  a traitor  to  his  own  country,  and 


would  be  true  to  the  king  of  England!!!  Is  it  not 
too  much  that  while  the  president  is  induced  to 
make  this  public  defence  in  an  address  at  Jonesbo- 
rough,  East  Tennessee,  in  behalf  of  Reuben  M. 
Whitney,  he  should  be  excited  to  denounce  one  of 
the  purest  men  and  most  incorruptible  patriots  of 
this  land  as  a “red  hot  federalist,”  and  the  people 
-1'  Tennessee  who  support  him,  as  “ new  bom 
higs ?” 

Gentlemen,  I will  give  you  an  instance  of  the 
impudent  and  reckless  spirit  which  distinguishes 
the  swarm  of  hungry  expectants  who  surround  the 
president,  as  well  as  the  unbounded  confidence  he 
reposes  in  them.  I say  these  plunderers  of  the 
treasury,  and  pirates  upon  the  hard-earned  fame  of 
Andrew  Jackson,  feel  that  their  days  are  few; 
they  know  their  power,  and  are  resolved  to  use  it. 
They  scruple  not  “to  sell  and  mart ” the  offices  of 
the  government,  in  his  name,  “to  undeservers,”  for 
partizan  services.  They  can  make  any  impres- 
sion upon  his  feelings,  and  excite  him  to  the  de- 
nunciation of  any  man  without  the  slightest  cause. 
Their  word  is  taken  against  the  record,  against  the 
journals  of  congress,  against  the  archives  of  the  go- 
vernment. But,  as  Mr.  O’Connell  says,  “one  fact 
is  worth  a ship  load  of  arguments.”  I will  give 
you  the  fact.  It  is  my  own  case.  They  have  set 
the  president  on  me,  and  caused  him  to  denounce 
me  from  Washington  to  the  Hermitage,  for  oppos- 
ing, as  he  said,  the  bill  making  an  appropriation  to 
carry  into  effect  the  Cherokee' treaty,  when,  in  fact, 

I supported  the  measure  with  zeal  and  whatever  of 
ability  I possessed.  I not  only  voted,  but  spoke  in 
its  behalf.  One  of  my  colleagues,  who  knew  the 
course  that  I had  pursued,  on  hearing  the  president, 
before  he  left  Washington,  bring  this  charge  against 
me,  suggested  to  him  that  he  had  been  led  into 
error  on  the  subject.  But  it  was  of  no  avail. — 
There  was  the  journal  of  the  house,  there  was  the 
Globe  newspaper  upon  his  table,  which  represented 
me  correctly,  not  only  as  voting  for  the  bill,  but  as 
following  Mr.  AVise,  in  a speech  of  considerable 
length,  in  its  support. 

AVhat  safety  is  there  for  a public  servant,  what 
encouragement  has  he  to  support  an  administration, 
when  the  word  of  Amos  Kendall,  Reuben  M.  AVhit- 
ney,  or  Francis  P.  Blair,  will  stand  against  the 
journals  of  congress,  and  when  (he  denunciations 
of  the  president,  like  a seventy-four  pounder,  can 
be  brought  to  bear  with  point  blank  shot  upon  those 
who  support  the  measures  of  his  administration? 
His  safety  is  where  it  should  be  found — in  the  vir- 
tue, intelligence  and  independence  of  his  consti- 
tuents. It  is  to  be  found  in  such  warm  hearts  and 
trong  arms  as  now,  and  I trust  will  ever,  defend 
the  liberties  of  this  country. 

But,  gentlemen,  these  parasites  have  not  only 
harrowed  the  feelings  of  the  president,  and  poison- 
ed his  affections  against  all  who  cannot,  who  will 
not  support  Mr.  Van  Buren;  but  they  have  in  his 
name  began  the  work  of  recanting,  nay,  “expung- 
ing,” his  most  valuable  doctrines— doctrines  upon 
which  he  went  into  office,  and  upon  which  the 
broad  foundation  of  his  fame  as  a statesman  must 
rest.  In  bis  celebrated  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe, 
written  in  the  prime,  freshness  and  vigor  of  his 
mind,  the  president  embodies,  with  a master’s  hand, 
the  great  cardinal  doctrines  of  republicanism,  and 
the  equal  rights  of  man.  These  immortal  princi- 
ples he  has  been  induced  to  revoke,  for  they  struck 
at  the  life,  and  soul,  and  very  existence  of  ‘She. 
party.”  In  that  letter  he'  laid  bare,  as  with  the 
bold  strokes  of  his  own  broad  sword,  the  monstrous 
idea- — the  barbarian  doctrine,  that  “fo  tire  victors 
belong  the  spoils.”  He  called  upon  Mr.  Monroe 
(then  president  elect)  “to  exterminate  the  monster 
party” — saying  that  names  were  nothing — that  he 
himself  had  been  once  called  a federalist  for  sup- 
porting Mr.  Monroe.  (Just  as  you,  gentlemen, 
are  now  called  “federalists,  nullifiers  and  new-born 
whigs,”  bv  the  president,  for  supporting  judge 
AVhite.)  His  doctrine  then  was,  that  in  appoint- 
ments to  office  the  only  inquiry  should  be,  “is  he 
honest,  is  he  capable,  is  he  faithful  to  the  constitu- 
tion?” These,  gentlemen,  were  the  lofty  senti- 
ments of  Andrew  Jackson  in  the  prime  of  his  man- 
hood and  prime  of  his  intellect.  But  at  the  age  of 
threescore  years  and  ten.  when  broken  by  the 
storms  of  state,  when  sinking  under  the  weight  of 
years,  and  the  ravages  of  disease,  they  tell  you  in 
effect,  and  publish  it  too  in  his  name,  that  lie  was 
then  wrong,  and  that  he  now  thinks  that  in  ap- 
pointments to  office  the  “monster  party”  should  bo 
the  sole  test  of  merit:  virtually  they  issue  his  pro- 
clamation that  the  only  inquiry  shall  hereafter  he, 
“Is  he  faithful  to  Mr.  Van  Buren?  Is  he  obedient 
to  the  decrees  of  the  Baltimore  convention?”  And 
these  parasites  call  themselves  the  friends  of  An- 
drew Jackson!! 

Gentlemen,  in  this  struggle  between  liberty  and 
I power,  between  patronage  on  the  one  hand,  and 
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freedom  of  elections  on  the  other,  I have  made  up  I his  memory  the  tribute  of  our  profoundest  grati- 
my  mind.  I have  taken  iny  stand.  I have,  with  tude;  so  eminently  due  to  his  great  services  and  to 


a full  estimate  of  its  perils,  thrown  myself  in  the 
way  of  this  angry  current  of  federal  power  and  fe- 
deral corruption,  which,  if  not  met  and  manfully 
resisted,  will  sweep  away  every  thing  in  the  insti- 
tutions of  our  country  worthy  of  the  admiration  of 
a freeman.  In  this  war  of  power  and  corruption 
against  public  virtue  and  public  liberty,  I will  be 
found  in  the  ranks  of  the  people;  if  they  are  trodden 
down,  I will  go  with  them.  I would  not,  if  I could, 
survive  their  fate.  If  it  shall  please  Providence  to 
make  that  awful  visitation  in  my  day,  the  grave  of 
their  liberties  shall  be  the  sepulchre  of  my  political 
career.  When  that  dark  hour  shall  come,  I want 
no  more  glorious  epitaph  than  that  “he  fell  covered 
with  wounds  amongst  his  own  constituents,  in  de- 
fence of  the  liberties  of  his  country.” 

Gentlemen,  I accept  with  pride  and  pleasure  the 
invitation  to  a public  dinner  which  you  have  been 
commissioned  to  bear,  and  I am  constrained  to 
name  for  the  occasion  Saturday,  the  17th  instant, 
as  the  only  day,  owing  to  previous  engagements, 
which  I have  at  my  control. 

I beg  you,  gentlemen,  to  accept  for  yourselves 
and  my  fellow  citizens  of  Jackson  county,  general- 
ly, the  gratitude  of  a heart  warmed  and  deeply  alive 
to  the  kindness  which  you  have  shown  me. 

I am,  gentlemen,  with  respect  and  esteem,  your 
fellow  citizen,  BALIE  PEYTON. 

To  Messrs.  Richard  F.  Cook,  Sampson  W.  Cas- 
sety,  James  T.  Quarks,  Merlin  Young,  David  G. 
Shepherd,  Micajah  L.  Armstrong  and  John  Scan- 
land,  committee. 


EULOGIUM  UPON  THE  LIFE  AND  CHA- 
RACTER OF  JAMES  MADISON. 

BY  JAMES  BARBOUR,  OF  ORANGE  COUNTY,  VA.* 

Americans!  Our  Madison — the  beloved — the 
venerated — is  dead.  We  have  convened  to  mingle 
our  condolence  on  this  sad  event,  and  to  offer  to 


*The  following  correspondence  will  discover  to 
our  readers  in  what  manner  this  beautiful  discourse 
came  into  our  hands: 

Orange  court  house,  Aug.  27,  1836. 
Messrs.  Gales  fy  Seaton: 

Gentlemen:  You  will  see  by  the  copy  of  a cor- 
respondence between  governor  Barbour  and  the 
undersigned,  who  were  appointed  a committee  to 
solicit  a copy  of  his  eulogium  upon  our  late  distin- 
guished fellow  citizen  and  countryman,  James  Ma- 
dison, for  publication,  that  he  has  kindly  furnished 
us  a copy  for  that  purpose. 

Believing,  as  we  do,  that  your  paper,  from  its 
wide  and  extended  circulation,  would  be  best  suit- 
ed for  our  purpose,  we  respectfully  ask  you  to  give 
it  an  insertion.  In  doing  this,  we  are  induced  to 
look  to  the  National  Intelligencer  as  best  adapted 
to  its  extended  circulation  and  reading,  not  only  on 
account  of  the  reasons  above  stated,  but  on  account 
of  its  high  standing  as  a public  journal.  Very  re- 
snectfullv,  your  obedient  servants, 

1 RICHARD  M.  CHAPMAN, 

JEREMIAH  MORTON, 
LEWIS  B.  WILLIAMS. 

Orange  court  house,  Aug.  20,  1836. 
The  hon.  James  Barbour: 

Dear  sir:  At  a meeting  of  the  citizens  of 
Orange,  held  this  day,  in  which  colonel  Johnson 
presided,  we  were  appointed  a committee  to  ask 
of  you  for  publication  a copy  of  your  eloquent  and 
beautiful  eulogium  upon  the  life  and  character  of 
our  late  distinguished  and  veneiable  fellow  citizen, 
James  Madison. 

In  performing  this  duty,  we  are  directed  by  the 
meeting  to  express  to  you  their  profound  regret  be- 
cause of  your  absence  on  the  occasion,  and  to  as- 
sure you  of  their  heartfelt  sympathy  in  its  cause. 

We  hope  that  you  will  yield  to  us  the  pleasure  of 
having  your  eulogium  published,  and  placing  it 
thereby  before  your  countrymen  generally,  that 
they  may  with  us  enjoy  the  rich  treasure  which  it 
contains,  and  in  future  times  refer  to  it  as  striking- 
ly illustrating  the  character  of  one  of  the  purest, 
wisest,  and  best  men  who  ever  lived  in  any  age  or 
country. 

With  assurances  of  our  high  esteem  and  regard, 
we  are  dear  sir,  your  friends  and  fellow  citizens, 
RICHARD  M.  CHAPMAN. 
JEREMIAH  MORTON, 
LEWIS  B.  WILLIAMS. 

Barbovrville,  Aug.  25,  1836. 

Gentlemen:  Your  favor  of  the  20th  has  been 
received,  communicating  the  wishes  of  the  citizens 
of  Orange  that  1 would  furnish  for  publication  a 
copy  of  my  eulogy  on  James  Madison.  I comply 
cheerfully  with  their  request.  The  very  flattering 


his  illustrious  character.  The  partiality  of  esteem- 
ed friends  most  unexpectedly  assigned  to  me,  on 
this  occasion,  the  honorable  part  of  being  the  organ 
of  your  feelings,  not  on  account  of  my  peculiar  fit- 
ness for  the  service,  but  because  I had  known  him 
from  my  infancy,  and  had  through  life  been  honor- 
ed, uninterruptedly,  with  his  friendship.  In  ac- 
cepting this  call,  I yielded  rather  to  the  impulse  of 
my  feelings  than  listened  to  the  warnings  of  my 
judgment.  I felt  that  the  task  was  one  of  time  and 
extent,  and  beyond  my  ability.  I should  have 
sunk  under  the  weight,  but  for  a hope,  I fear  a 
vain  one,  that,  with  pretensions  humble  even  as 
mine,  I might  be  borne  along  successfully  by  the 
sublimity  of  my  theme,  and  that,  though  I failed,  I 
should  still  find  a refuge  in  the  indulgent  candor  of 
my  audience.  I will  only  add,  that  if,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  any  one  of  this  assembly,  in  the  remarks  I 
am  about  to  make  I shall  say  too  much,  he  may  be 
induced  to  forbear  his  censure  when  I tell  him  it 
will  be  caused  by  the  profound  veneration  for  the 
deceased,  instilled  into  my  infant  bosom  by  my  pa- 
rents, and  which  increased  in  maturer  age  from  my 
own  observations  and  reflection.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  I shall  be  charged  by  any  one  with  having 
said  too  little,  I beg  him  to  remember  that  the  field 
I am  about  to  enter  has  already  been  harvested  by 
many  laborers,  and  that  I am  but  a gleaner. 

In  thus  meeting  together  to  offer  our  homage  to 
the  exceeding  worth  of  our  departed  friend,  while 
we  do  justice  to  our  own  feelings,  and  to  the  me- 
mory of  the  dead,  we  follow  the  custom  which  pre- 
vailed when  the  father  of  his  country  died — a cus- 
{om  that  obtained  in  the  best  times  of  ancient  man- 
ners: for  the  free  states  of  old  were  accustomed 
thus  to  commemorate  the  funeral  of  their  patriots 
and  sages.  It  is  a good  custom,  that  should  be 
cherished  by  freemen.  It  is  the  award  of  posterity, 
sitting  in  judgment  on  the  actions  and  the  life  of  a 
distinguished  citizen  who  has  finished  his  course. 
While  honorable  to  the  dead,  it  is  an  incentive  to 
the  living.  Who  is  he,  solicitous  for  posthumous 
fame,  that  darling  object  of  ingenuous  minds,  that 
will  not  be  impelled  onward  in  his  virtuous  course 
by  the  honors  every  where  offered  to  the  memory 
of  Madison?  It  is  a terror  likewise  to  the  wicked. 
What  great  criminal  is  so  hardened  in  his  iniquity, 
that  will  not  tremble,  when,  in  anticipation,  he  sees 
posterity  passing  on  his  crimes;  and,  instead  of  ho- 
nor, reproach  awaiting  his  memory? 

Besides,  the  life  of  a good  and  great  man,  when 
fairly  delineated  and  committed  to  history,  will  sur- 
vive when  the  pyramids  of  Egypt  shall  have  passed 
away:  it  will  stand  forever  a lofty  beacon,  amid 
the  vicissitudes  and  the  wastes  of  time.  Athens 
and  Rome,  the  master  states  of  antiquity,  where  li- 
berty once  delighted  to  dwell,  for  two  thousand 
years  have  been  doomed  to  ignorance,  to  supersti- 
tion, and  to  worse  than  Egyptian  bondage;  yet  the 
lives  of  their  great  worthies,  shining  with  an  undi- 
minished lustre  after  this  long  and  fearful  eclipse, 
warmed  the  bosom  of  modern  patriots,  by  whose 
efforts  has  been  regained  the  jewel  of  inestimable 
value,  so  long  lost  to  the  world. 

And  if,  in  fulfilment  of  that  stern  decree  which 
denounces  decay  and  death  on  all  human  things — 
a decree  before  which  Babylon  and  Jerusalem, 
Athens  and  Rome,  and  all  that  was  illustrious  in 
antiquity,  have  crumbled  into  dust — if  it  be  irre- 
versible to  all,  and  America  be  doomed  to  travel 
through  ages  of  bondage,  let  us  indulge  the  consola- 
tory hope  that  the  life  of  Madison,  triumphing  over 
the  injuries  of  time,  may  become  a pillar  of  light  by 
which  some  future  patriot  may  reconduct  his  coun- 
trymen to  their  lost  inheritance. 

The  manifestations  now  being  made,  of  love  and 
veneration  to  the  illustrious  deceased,  have  the 
whole  republic  for  their  theatre:  its  every  inhabi- 
tant an  actor.  It  is  not  only  the  capitol  of  the  re- 
public that  is  shrouded  in  mourning,  but  millions  of 


terms  in  which  you  speak  of  my  humble  produc- 
tion, which  your  friendship  has  over-estimated,  lay 
me  under  heavy  obligations.  I am  grateful  to  my 
fellow  citizens  for  the  expression  of  their  sympa- 
thies in  the  visitation  which  rendered  me  unable  to 
meet  the  occasion,  the  last  on  which  I ever  expect- 
ed to  address,  publicly,  any  portion  of  my  country- 
men. Suffer  me  to  add,  that  by  indisposition  1 lost 
a good  share  of  the  time  allowed  for  the  perform- 
ance of  the  service  assigned  me,  which  will,  in 
some  degree,  account  for  the  imperfect  manner  of 
its  execution. 

I beg  you  to  accept,  personally,  assurances  of 
my  friendly  regard,  and  to  make  my  thanks  ac- 
ceptable to  your  constituents.  Your  friend  and  fel- 
low citizen,  JAMES  BARBOUR. 

Messrs.  Richard  M.  Chapman,  Jeremiah  Morton 
and  Lewis  B.  Williams. 


freemen  unanimously  coming  forth  to  do  honor  to 
the  memory  of  him,  so  conspicuous  for  the  purity 
of  his  private  life,  and  for  his  eminent  services  in 
the  cause  of  liberty.  Yes,  coming  forth  unani- 
mously! What  greater  eulogium  can  be  pronounc- 
ed on  Madison  than  that,  at  the  mention  of  his 
name,  the  fell  demon  of  party,  that  imp  from  hell, 
stood  rebuked,  and  consented,  while  his  funeral 
procession  passed,  to  cease  from  troubling?  His 
life,  his  death,  the  tribute  paid  his  virtues,  is  a su- 
blime moral  spectacle,  on  which  the  inhabitants  of 
the  heavenly  mansions  may  look  with  complaceu- 
cy. 

That  we  should  unite  in  this  national  funeral  was 
most  natural.  Feeling,  in  common  with  all  Ameri- 
ca, the  profoundest  regard  for  his  public  character, 
there  was  a peculiar  fitness  that  we,  his  friends  and 
neighbors,  should  assemble  together  to  bear  testi- 
mony to  his  private  virtues,  equal  to,  if  not  beyond, 
his  public  worth. 

We  are  here  not  to  flatter;  truth  only  is  worthy 
freemen.  Happily  we  have  no  temptation  to  de- 
part from  it;  for  the  truth  itself  is  as  high  an  eulo- 
gium as  fancy,  unaided  by  the  original,  could  have 
sketched. 

In  the  solemn  temple  in  which  we  have  conven- 
ed, and  before  the  God  to  whose  service  it  is  dedi- 
cated, we  proclaim  that  his  private  character  was 
without  stain,  as  his  life  was  without  reproach;  that, 
while  it  was  adorned  with  every  active  virtue,  it 
was  equally  exempt  from  every  negative  defect. — 
We  know  indeed  that  he  was  man,  and  we  are 
not  so  presumptuous  as  to  say  he  was  perfect:  but 
you  will  all  respond  with  an  according  voice  to  the 
declaration,  that  his  imperfections  were  known  only 
to  himself  and  to  his  God:  for  by  us  they  were  un- 
seen and  unsuspected. 

It  is  his  private  life,  one  of  so  much  beauty,  on 
which  we  delight  to  dwell;  to  which,  as  members 
of  a free  commonwealth,  we  would  incessantly 
point,  as  furnishing  an  example  worthy  the  imitation 
of  our  public  servants,  and  always  to  inculcate  that 
an  approximation  to  it  will  be  the  surest  guaranty 
to  their  fidelity;  for,  great  capacity,  without  virtue, 
has  been  the  ruin  of  all  republics.  When  vice  sits 
in  the  highest  seats,  the  contagion  becomes  gene- 
ral: all  history  testifies  that  it  descends  on  the-  sub- 
ordinate classes  with  the  increasing  rapidity  of 
gravitation.  A man  dissolute  and  disorderly  in  his 
private  life,  rarely,  if  ever,  makes  a faithful  public 
servant.  Let  this  maxim  be  indelibly  impressed 
on  the  mind  of  every  American,  and  let  it  be  sove- 
reign in  regulating  his  conduct  whenever  he  lias  to 
exercise  that  high  privilege  of  a freeman — the  elec- 
tive franchise. 

Our  Madison,  uniting  extraordinary  capacity  with 
great  virtues,  furnished  to  the  world  that  rare  com- 
bination of  the  good  and  the  great  man.  When 
contemplating  his  character  as  a whole,  as  parents 
we  are  grateful  that  such  a pattern  has  been  left 
for  the  imitation  of  our  children;  as  Americans,  we 
are  proud  that  his  name  is  compatriot  with  our  own; 
as  men,  we  feel  elevated  at  the  exaltation  to  which 
he  has  carried  our  nature.  To  trace,  minutely,  the 
life  of  such  a man,  from  its  beginning  to  its  end,  is 
an  unmixed  gratification.  But  my  part,  to-day,  is 
to  give  merely  an  outline  of  its  more  striking  fea- 
tures, leaving  it  to  the  professed  biographer  to  give 
a full-length  portraiture;  for  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  some  kindred  genius,  inspired  by  the  theme, 
will  give  so  invaluable  a treasure  to  the  world. — 
His  materials  will  be  most  ample,  because,  in  un- 
folding the  virtues  and  services  of  Madison,  he 
would  be  compelled  to  write  the  history  of  his 
times.  For  what  great  political  event  occurred  in 
that  fruitful  period,  in  which  he  did  act  a conspicu- 
ous part? 

James  Madison  wras  born  on  the  5th  March,  (0. 
S.)  1751.  Wc  claim  him  entirely  for  Orange, 
though,  from  a temporary  visit  of  his  parents  to 
King  George,  he  was  born  in  that  county.  His 
constitution  was  infirm  from  his  infancy  to  his 
death.  The  opulence  of  his  parents,  among  the 
most  respectable  of  our  inhabitants,  furnished  him 
the  means  of  obtaining  a liberal  education.  After 
acquiring  the  rudiments  of  the  English,  at  the  age 
of  twelve  he  was  placed  under  the  tuition  of  Do- 
nald Robertson,  a ripe  scholar  of  King  and  Queen, 
where  he  laid  the  foundations,  deep  and  broad,  of 
those  intellectual  attainments  which  in  after  life 
distinguished  him.  At  this  school  he  gave  an  ear- 
nest of  those  rare  mental  powers,  a successful  cul- 
tivation of  which  gave  such  elevation  to  his  charac- 
ter. He  finished  his  preparatory  course  for  college 
under  the  Rev.  Mr.  Martin,  wlio  acted  as  private 
tutor  in  his  father’s  house.  In  1769  he  entered 
Nassau  Hall,  then  under  the  direction  of  the  cele- 
brated doctor  Witherspoon.  Always  abreast  with 
the  foremost,  he  soon  rose  there  to  distinction.  His 
moral  deportment  corresponded  with  his  literary 
proficiency.  In  1771  he  received  the  degree  of 
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bachelor  of  arts.  After  this  he  returned  home,  ex- 
tremely enfeebled  by  his  too  assiduous  pursuits 
while  at  college.  In  proof  of  his  extraordinary 
and  persevering  assiduity,  I may  refer  to  a friendly 
conversation,  in  which  he  told  me  that,  for  months 
together,  he  had  allowed  himself  only  three  out  of 
the  twenty-four  hours  for  sleep,  and,  when  necessi- 
ty compelled  him  to  relax,  he  limited  his  hours  of 
repose  to  the  least  number  consistent  with  his 
health.  In  this  solitary  fact  we  see  a high  purpose, 
and  the  means  of  its  attainment.  On  Ins  quitting 
college,  he  did  not  precipitately,  as  is  but  too  com- 
mon with  our  talented  young  men,  commit  himself 
to  the  turmoil  of  public  life.  He  continued  to  dedi- 
cate years  to  reading  and  reflection.  It  may  be 
confidently  asserted  that  no  man  at  his  age  had 
read  more,  and  that  there  are  few  who  profited  more 
by  their  reading.  The  history  of  the  free  states  of 
antiquity  was  with  him  a favorite  subject.  In  this 
he  became  familiar  with  those  illustrious  characters 
which  of  themselves  constituted  epochs,  from  the 
influence  they  exercised  on  the  affairs  of  their 
country;  and  by  selecting  from  the  best  models,  he 
formed  his  own.  His  great  mind,  tracing  effects  to 
their  proper  causes,  enabled  him  to  detect  the  mo- 
tives of  the  statesman,  and  the  follies  and  passions 
of  the  multitude,  and  led  him,  with  an  unerring  sa- 
gacity, to  the  sources  of  the  prosperity  of  tnose 
states,  as  well  as  to  the  causes  of  their  decline — a 
knowledge  of  the  highest  value  to  him,  in  those  im- 
portant parts  which  fortune  was  preparing  him  to 
act.  But  it  was  not  from  antiquity  alone  he  drew 
the  means  of  his  superior  intelligence.  Whatever 
the  wisdom  of  modern  times  presented  as  worth  at- 
taining, especially  as  connected  with  the  polity  of 
states,  he  made  his  own  by  his  active  and  persever- 
ing researches.  Such  was  his  career  till  the  25th  year 
of  his  age,  when  the  revolution  opened  its  great 
drama,  whose  paramount  influence  in  human  affairs 
constitutes  it  the  most  interesting  event  in  the  whole 
course  of  backward  time.  Had  our  independence 
been  its  sole  object,  it  still  to  us  would  have  been 
of  consequence.  But  this  was  altogether  insignifi- 
cant when  compared  with  its  more  important  re- 
sults. The  coming  conflict  was  not  to  decide  whe- 
ther we  should  remain  under  the  king  of  Britain,  or 
set  up  one  for  ourselves,  but  looked  to  a higher  and 
holier  purpose.  It  was  a contest  between  feudali- 
ty and  free  institutions — between  the  usurped  su- 
periority of  the  privileged  few,  and  the  equal  and 
inalienable  rights  of  man.  The  omens,  indeed,  were 
fearfully  inauspicious.  Our  foe  was  Britain,  whose 
march  to  piower,  for  a thousand  years,  had  been  on- 
ward, till  she  had  arrived  at  a pinnacle  of  great- 
ness, from  whose  heights  her  orators  proudly  pro- 
claimed to  an  admiring  world  “that  the  roots  of  her 
empire  reached  from  continent  to  continent,  while 
the  dews  of  both  hemispheres  watered  its  branches.” 
Britain  was  about  fo  direct  this  vast  power,  which, 
lately  guided  by  Chatham,  had  brought  conquered 
Europe  to  her  feet,  against  separate  colonies,  whose 
limited  population  was  rendered  less  efficient  by  its 
diffusion  over  a boundless  territory — colonies  with- 
out government,  without  armies,  and  destitute  in 
all  things  which  form  the  material  of  war.  We 
had  only  stout  hearts,  an  unconquerable  devotion  to 
liberty,  and  an  assurance  in  the  support  of  heaven, 
from  the  justice  of  our  cause.  Well  has  the  con- 
test been  likened  to  that  of  the  shepherd  lad,  who, 
with  his  sling  and  his  pebbles,  fearlessly  went  forth 
to  contend  with  Goliah  and  his  ponderous  staff. — 
And  we  may  humbly  but  confidently  believe  that 
the  same  Almighty  power  controlled  the  issue  of 
both. 

In  such  a contest,  the  part  Madison  naturally 
took  was  that  of  his  country.  The  leaders  of  the 
revolution — men  of  profound  capacity— at  once  re- 
sorted to  that  powerful  lever  of  public  opinion — as- 
sociations in  all  the  counties  of  their  most  influen- 
tial citizens,  under  the  imposing  name  of  “commit- 
tees of  public  safety.”  Madison  was  a member  of 
this  committee  for  Orange.  The  commencement 
of  a public  life,  which  became  so  distinguished,  is 
an  object  of  great  curiosity  and  interest,  and  will 
excuse  the  particular  reference  I am  about  to  make. 

I will  not  disguise  from  you  that,  apart  from  its  le- 
gitimate object,  I wish  to  avail  myself  of  the  op- 
portunity it  affords  of  presenting  a testimonial  high- 
ly honorable  to  the  ancestors  of  many  of  my  au- 
dience, as  well  as  to  my  own,  and  indeed  of  the 
whole  county  of  Orange,  whose  citizens  thus  early 
and  fearlessly  encountered  this  unequal  contest. — 
This  committee  convened  in  the  place  we  now  are, 
on  the  9th  of  May,  1775. 

What  reflections  does  a retrospect  to  these  dis- 
tant scenes  awaken!  Could  the  curtain  of  time 
have  been  lifted,  and  a view  of  this  day  revealed  to 
our  ancestors,  how  would  their  apprehensions  have 
been  changed  into  confidence — their  gloom  into 
joy!  To  Madison  the  privilege  was  given,  not  of 
anticipating,  but,  from  his  length  of  days,  actually 


of  beholding,  the  wonders  which  the  intervening 
period  produced.  To  our  ancestors,  on  whom  this 
privilege  was  bestowed,  their  joy  was  unraixed.  I 
nave  seen  a spectacle,  full  of  the  profoundest  inter- 
est of  this  kind.  I had  the  good  fortune  to  be  at 
the  great  festival  of  laying  the  corner  stone  of  the 
monument  erected  by  our  New  England  brethren 
to  the  heroes  who  fell  at  Bunker’s  Hill — it  might 
be  called  indeed  a monument  to  liberty,  whose  cor- 
ner stone  was  carved  out  on  that  battle  ground. 
There  were  between  two  and  three  hundred  of  the 
veterans  of  the  revolution  present;  conspicuous, 
above  all,  gen.  Lafayette,  the  mention  of  whose 
name  alone  is,  with  the  Americans,  eulogy  suffi- 
cient. Of  these,  there  w’ere  some  twenty  of  the 
surviving  heroes  of  the  glorious  field,  clothed  in 
the  same  costume  in  which  they  had  fought,  whose 
many  bullet  holes  evinced  alike  the  fury  of  the 
conflict  and  their  own  suffering;  but  the  most  strik- 
ing figure  in  the  group  was  the  pious  man  who, 
that  day  fifty  years  before,  had  invoked  the  aid  of 
heaven  on  his  countrymen  going  forth  to  peril  their 
lives  for  liberty,  and  now  returning  thanks,  and 
again  supplicating  heaven  for  a continuance  of  its 
blessings.  His  white  hairs,  his  shrivelled  frame, 
his  palsied  hands,  all  indicated  that  the  narrow  line 
on  w'hich  he  stood  between  time  and  eternity  was 
just  ready  to  crumble  under  him;  and  it  would  have 
been  no  surprise  if  his  own  departing  spirit  had  at- 
tended his  prayers  to  the  throne  of  mercy.  When 
the  orator  of  the  day,  by  one  of  those  sublime  ef- 
forts which  are  vouchsafed  only  to  superior  genius, 
contrasted  the  present  with  the  past,  and  justly  as- 
cribed our  liberty  and  happiness  to  the  men  of  the 
revolution,  this  little  gallant  band  rose  spontaneous- 
ly, uncovered  themselves — the  tears  of  joy  ran  pro- 
fusely down  their  furrowed  cheeks — the  appeal  was 
irresistible — all  New  England  (for  the  thousands 
who  were  there  justify  the  expression)  burst  forth 
into  a rapturous  exclamation.  I was,  indeed,  pro- 
foundly gratified.  I was  assured,  from  what  I saw 
and  heard,  that  liberty  had  no  stronger  citadel  than 
New  England;  and  if  she  be  ever  lost  to  America, 
New  England  will  be  one  of  the  last  points  from 
which  she  will  wing  her  flight. 

I return  to  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  of 
Orange.  (See  Girardin’3  History  of  Virginia,  4th 
volume,  p.  16.) 

The  committee  for  Orange  county  met  on  Tues- 
day, the  9th  of  May.  Taking  into  their  considera- 
tion the  removal  of  the  powder  from  the  public  ma- 
gazine, and  the  compensation  obtained  by  the  inde- 
pendent company  of  Hanover,  and  observing,  also, 
that  the  receipt  given  by  capt.  Patrick  Henry  to 
his  majesty’s  receiver  general  refers  the  final  dispo- 
sal of  the  money  to  the’ next  colony,  the  convention 
came  into  the  following  resolutions: 

1st.  That  the  governor’s  removal  of  the  powder 
lodged  in  the  magazine,  and  set  apart  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country,  was  lraudulent,  unnecessary 
and  extremely  provoking  to  the  people  of  this  co- 
lony. 

2d.  That  the  resentment  shown  by  the  Hanover 
volunteers,  and  the  reprisals  they  have  made  on  the 
king’s  property,  highly  merit  the  approbation  of  the 
public,  and  the  thanks  of  this  committee. 

3d.  That,  if  any  attempt  should  be  made  at  the 
ensuing  convention  to  have  the  money  returned  to 
his  majesty’s  receiver  general,  our  delegates  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  instructed  to  exert  all  their  influ- 
ence in  opposing  such  attempt,  and  in  having  the 
money  laid  out  for  the  use  of  the  colony. 

4th.  That  the  following  address  be  presented  to 
capt.  Hatrick  Henry  and  the  gentlemen  Indepen- 
dents of  Hanover: 

Gentlemen:  We,  the  committee  for  the  county 
of  Orange,  having  been  fully  informed  of  your  sea- 
sonable and  spirited  proceedings  in  procuring  a 
compensation  for  the  powder  fraudulently  taken 
from  the  county  magazine,  by  command  of  lord 
Dunmore,  and  which  it  evidently  appears  his  lord- 
ship,  notwithstanding  his  assurances,  had  no  inten- 
tion to  restore,  entreat  you  to  accept  their  cordial 
thanks  for  this  testimony  of  your  zeal  for  the  honor 
and  interest  of  your  country.  We  take  this  occa- 
sion, also,  to  give  it  as  our  opinion  that  the  blow 
struck  in  (he  Massachusetts  government  is  a hostile 
attack  on  this  and  every  other  colony,  and  a suffi- 
cient warrant  to  use  violence  and  reprisal  in  all 
cases  where  it  may  be  expedient  for  our  security 
and  welfare. 


James  Madison,  chairman. 
Thomas  Barbour,  James  Taylor, 

Rowland  Thomas,  Zachariah  Burley, 

William  Moore,  James  Madison,  jr. 

Lawrence  Taliaferro,  James  Walker, 

Thomas  Bell,  Henry  Scott. 

We  can  have  no  difficulty  in  ascribing  these  pro- 
ceedings to  Madison. 

The  next  manifestation  of  public  confidence  was 
his  election,  in  1776,  to  the  convention.  When  we 


reflect  on  the  magnitude  of  the  interests  committed 
to  this  body,  and  the  peril  of  the  times,  we  perceive 
at  once  how  signal  was  the  honor  conferred  on  so 
young  a man,  by  this  election.  The  firmness,  pa- 
triotism and  wisdom  of  the  convention  are  visible 
in  their  acts.  They  acquired  deserved  renown  by 
boldly  declaring,  on  the  15th  May,  for  indepen- 
dence. On  that  memorable  day  they  unanimously 
instructed  our  delegation  in  congress  to  bring  for- 
ward in  that  body,  for  adoption,  this  important  mea- 
sure. The  convention,  on  the  12th  of  June,  agreed 
to  a declaration  of  rights,  Madison  being  a member 
of  the  committee  which  prepared  it,  and,  on  the 
29th  of  the  same  month,  without  a dissenting  voice, 
adopted  a constitution,  in  conformity  to  its  princi- 
ples, thus  anticipating  every  colony,  and  the  con- 
gress of  the  whole,  in  this  decisive  step  of  declaring 
independence.  Madison  has  shown  me  the  origi- 
nal draught  of  the  constitution,  the  work  of  George 
Mason,  with  the  particular  amendments  adopted  at 
his  own  instance.  What  can  be  more  curious  or 
interesting?  The  first  written  constitution  the  world 
had  ever  seen  which  proclaimed  the  equality  of 
man,  liberty  of  speech,  and  of  the  press,  and  of  the 
conscience,  and  was  divested  of  every  taint  of  here- 
ditary privilege.  What  conception  more  august 
can  suggest  itself  to  the  human  mind  than  the  dar- 
ing and  the  achievements  of  our  ancestors,  with 
their  long  train  of  blessings?  A feeble  people,  for 
centuries  looking  up  to  Britain  with  filial  affection, 
connected  with  her  by  all  those  ties  which  bind  so- 
cieties together;  taught  to  admire  her  government 
as  the  happiest  effort  of  the  human  mind — an  im- 
pression strengthened  by  her  power  and  prosperity; 
with  the  universally  prevalent  opinion  among  man- 
kind, that  republics  could  exist  only  in  a most  limit- 
ed territory;  in  despite  of  these  obstacles,  and,  above 
all,  the  vast  superiority  with  which  they  had  to 
contend,  fearlessly  dissolving  this  connexion,  bold- 
ly encountering  every  peril,  and  cheerfully  submit- 
ing  to  every  sacrifice,  with  a purpose  so  unshakea- 
ble  as  to  be  undismayed  by  disasters  the  most  appal- 
ling, and  magnanimously  pressing  on  to  a final  tri- 
umph— a triumph  not  merely  of  arms,  but  of  liberty. 
Boldly  cancelling  the  dogma  which  confined  her  to  a 
walled  town  or  a narrow  territory,  they  gave  her  a 
boundless  empire.  Her  altars,  so  long  desecrated  or 
beaten  down,  were  now,  having  been  lustrated  with 
the  blood  of  patriots,  reconstructed,  and  the  unde- 
filed purity  of  her  worship  re-established.  Such 
are  the  glorious  works  of  our  ancestors,  among 
whom  stands  conspicuous  the  name  of  Madison. 

An  incident  occurred  the  ensuing  year  (1777) 
which  presented  a strong  and  melancholy  proof  of 
the  fickleness  of  popularity,  and  of  the  facility  with 
which,  for  a season,  a people  can  be  seduced  from 
their  allegiance  to  virtue,  intelligence  and  patriot- 
ism. He  was  rejected  by  the  people  of  Orange  that 
year  from  their  delegation  to  the  state  legislature. 
Tradition  ascribes  it  to  a successful  effort  to  divide 
and  array  against  each  other  the  poor  and  the  rich, 
the  ready  instrument  in  all  times  now,  as  formerly, 
of  the  demagogues,  a pestilent  race!  love  of  the 
people  always  on  their  lips,  and  treachery  at  their 
hearts,  who  seduce  only  that  they  may  betray. — 
What  can  be  more  preposterous  or  more  pernicious 
than  such  a contest  in  a country  like  ours!  where 
the  wheel  of  fortune  is  perpetually  revolving,  w'here 
the  descendants  of  the  rich  of  this  generation  are 
the  poor  of  the  next,  and  where  every  man  may  oc- 
cupy precisely  the  position  to  which  he  is  entitled 
from  his  talents,  his  industry  and  his  moral  worth? 
The  fidelity  of  my  narrative  required  that  I should 
refer  to  this  event,  humiliating  as  it  may  be  to  my 
native  county.  It  is  the  province  of  truth  to  record 
the  vices  as  well  as  the  virtues  of  mankind.  They 
may  both  become  profitable  to  posterity;  those  to 
avoid,  these  to  imitate.  The  example  before  us 
will  not  be  without  its  use,  if  it  should  teach  the 
people  to  beware  of  the  wily  insinuations  of  the  de- 
magogue, of  the  sacred  importance  of  a prudent  ex- 
ercise of  the  elective  franchise;  for  into  this  the 
whole  mystery  of  liberty  and  self-government  is 
resolvable;  it  is  from  this  head  spring  their  current 
runs,  or  else  dries  up. 

This  ungrateful  return  of  the  people  served  only 
to  place  Madison  in  a higher  sphere  of  usefulness. 
The  legislature,  who,  from  a knowledge  of  his  ta- 
lents and  worth,  were  indisposed  that  the  abilities 
of  such  a man  should  be  lost  to  his  country  at  such 
a period,  elected  him  immediately  to  the  council  of 
state,  whose  important  duty  it  was,  in  concert  with 
the  governor,  to  prepare  and  direct  the  means  of  na- 
tional defence.  He  continued  in  this  situation  till 
the  close  of  1779,  when  he  was  elected  a member  of 
the  continental  congress,  in  which  body  he  took  his 
seat  in  March,  1780.  Its  journals  bear  ample  testi- 
mony to  the  fidelity  and  ability  with  which  he  dis- 
charged his  duties;  and  we  know,  from  other  sour- 
ces, that  he  was  the  author  of  the  instructions  given 
in  October,  1780,  to  Jay,  maintaining  the  right  of 
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the  United  States  to  the  navigation  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. He  also  prepared  the  address  to  the  states, 
urging  the  adoption  of  some  plan  to  enable  the  con- 
federacy to  meet  its  various  pecuniary  engagements; 
the  vast  importance  of  this  step  I shall  have  occa- 
sion hereafter  to  refer  to. 

Time  rolled  on,  delivering  itself  of  great  events, 
till,  finally,  our  independence — the  great  object  ot 
our  hopes — to  effect  which  our  treasure  and  our 
blood  had  been  so  profusely  poured  out,  was  ac- 
knowledged. Thanks  to  God — thanks  to  our  brave 
defenders — and  thanks  to  the  genius  of  the  great 
and  good  man  who  directed  them.  Let  me  add  a 
passing  tribute  to  his  memory.  His  ministry  hav- 
ing been  fulfilled,  in  the  independence  of  his  coun- 
try, he  eagerly  resigned  his  important  command  to 
become  a private  citizen,  and  received,  as  his  just 
reward,  by  the  common  voice  of  human  kind,  pre- 
cedence in  their  ranks.  These  glorious  results, 
while  diffusing  joy  over  all  America,  attracted  the 
earnest  attention  of  the  oppressor  and  the  oppressed 
throughout  the  earth.  To  the  former  it  was  as  the 
hand-writing  on  the  wall  to  Belshazzar.  To  the 
latter,  the  dawning  of  a day,  whose  meridian  would 
break  the  yoke,  and  make  the  captive  free. 

Amid  this  general  joy,  the  enlightened  statesman 
could  not  disguise  from  himself  that,  in  our  condi- 
tion, there  were  elements  which,  unless  arrested  by 
timely  preventives,  boded  great  mischief.  The  go- 
vernment of  the  confederation^  the  pressure  of  war 
being  removed,  dissolved  in  its  own  weakness — - 
bankruptcy  ensued;  equally  unable  to  redeem  its 
foreign  engagements,  or  its  more  sacred  obligations 
to  the  war  worn  veteran,  many  ot  whom,  reduced 
to  poverty,  sunk  despondently  to  a premature  grave 
— and  private  confidence  destroyed.  These  are 
the  forerunners  of  civil  commotion;  the  result  cor- 
responded with  these  alarming  symptoms.  Add  to 
these  the  state  of  parties,  which  was  not  less  omi- 
nous. One  of  them,  the  ultra  friends  of  state  sove- 
reignties, who  declared  against  any  material  change. 
The  second,  its  antagonist,  inclining  to  a strong 
central  government,  with  an  executive  essentially 
monarchical,  was  indisposed  to  a change  then,  be- 
cause, bad  as  our  condition  was,  they  contended 
that  the  states  w'ere  not  yet  prepared  for  such  a mo- 
dification of  the  government  as  to  give  to  it  the  ne- 
cessary efficiency.  Between  these  was  the  third 
party,  rendered  respectable  and  influential  by  its 
leaders,  among  whom  Madison  was  prominent, 
which,  holding  a just  medium,  was  willing  to  sur- 
render so  much  power  to  the  federal  government 
as  would  render  it  equal  to  the  object  ol  its  creation 

tile  regulation  of  the  aU'airs  of  the  union;  while 

the  states  should  retain  the  exclusive  power  of  ma- 
naging their  internal  concerns,  and  both  to  he  re- 
strained within  their  respective  spheres  by  such  im- 
passable checks  as,  it  was  hoped,  would  prevent 
collision.  This  is  the  culminating  point  in  Madi- 
son’s public  character,  which  his  country  will  for- 
ever contemplate  with  affection  and  with  admira- 
tion. It  was  from  the  heights  he  occupied  that, 
calmly  looking  down  on  the  troubled  and  threaten- 
ing scene,  he  called  order  out  of  chaos.  It  is  to 
him  more  than  to  any  mortal,  unless  Washington 
be  an  exception,  that  we  are  indebted  for  our  con- 
stitution, and,  in  consequence,  for  our  union.  I 
have  had  occasion  already  to  remark  that,  when 
first  in  congress,  for  he  was  now  a member,  he  was 
the  author  of  the  address  of  that  body  to  the  states, 
soliciting  an  extension  of  the  powers  of  the  federal 
government.  This  object  he  incessantly  pursued. 
While  constitutionally  ineligible  to  congress,  he 
consented  to  become  a member  of  the  Virginia  le- 
gislature, with  a view  to  its  furtherance.  To  do  an 
act  of  justice  to  the  people  of  Orange,  I will  state 
they  have  long  repented  their  lolly  "and  ingratitude 
to  him,  and  now  most  anxiously  solicited  his  ser- 
vices. In  that  body  he  pressed,  with  the  whole 
weight  of  his  character  and  intelligence,  the  mea- 
sure of  adding  to  the  powers  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment, till,  eventually,  in  January,  1786,  he  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  the  passage  of  a resolution  ap- 
pointin'1' deputies,  of  which  he  was  one,  to  unite 
with  those  who  might  be  appointed  by  the  other 
states,  to  effect  t his  great  purpose.  They  met  at 
Annapolis  during  that  year,  but,  from  the  smallness 
of  the  number  of  the  states  represented  in  that  meet- 
ing, and  from  the  very  limited  powers  of  the  depu- 
ties, nothing  was  done  but  the  adoption  of  an  ear- 
nest appeal  to  all  the  states  to  appoint  afresh  depu- 
ties, and  to  enlarge  their  powers.  Still  being  a 
member  of  the  legislature,  he  succeeded  in  inducing 
them  to  ratify  this  recommendation  of  the  late  con- 
vention. Washington,  Madison  and  three  other 
distinguished  citizens  composed  the  delegation  ot 
Virginia.  Every  state,  save  Rhode  Island,  sent 
deputies  to  this  convention  of  their  most  distin- 
guished citizens.  For  intelligence,  patriotism  and 
virtue,  they  may  well  challenge  comparison  with 
any  deliberative  body  that  the  whole  course  of  time 


had  furnished:  to  them  was  confided  the  future  fate 
of  their  country.  They  deliberated,  amid  great 
difficulties,  on  a state  of  affairs  without  a parallel; 
there  was  no  precedent  on  the  files  of  time  for  their 
guidance.  The  orator  proclaimed,  “We  were  with- 
out a compass,  in  the  vast  ocean  of  human  affairs.” 

It  was  one  of  those  great  crisis  when  the  scales  of 
destiny,  charged  with  a large  portion  of  the  happi-  i 
ness  and  misery  of  the  human  race,  were  vibrating 
in  equipoise.  It  was  then  that  these  illustrious 
men,  with  Madison  as  their  Palinurus,  committing 
themselves  to  the  polarity  of  their  own  superior  in- 
telligence, triumphed  over  every  difficulty,  and,  by 
forming  and  recommending  our  happy  constitution, 
wrought  out  our  deliverance.  Wonderful  men! 
Glorious  consummation! 

The  convention  had,  indeed,  done  nobly;  but 
their  power  was  limited  to  the  recommendation  of 
the  constitution  to  the  American  people.  It  had 
yet  many  dangers  to  encounter:  state  pride,  honest 
prejudices,  real  apprehensions,  and  the  efforts  of 
the  factious,  were  still  to  be  surmounted.  Madi- 
son and  his  able  associates,  Hamilton  and  Jay,  ad- 
dressed a series  of  essays  to  the  American  people, 
distinguished  for  their  moderation  and  extensive 
views,  with  a simplicity  of  style  and  force  of  argu- 
ment that  wrought  great  effect.  Whether  the  con- 
stitution would  be  adopted,  was  yet  extremely  doubt- 
ful. Its  fate,  it  was  admitted,  depended  on  Virginia: 
she  then  had  great  weight  in  the  union.  The  cen- 
trality of  her  position,  her  numbers,  her  intelligence, 
but,  above  all,  the  loftiness  of  her  character  and  her 
noble  and  disinterested  bearing,  whenever  liberty 
was  concerned,  gave  her  a moral  influence,  almost 
sovereign,  over  the  union.  How  have  the  mighty 
fallen!  Who  is  now  so  poor  as  to  do  her  reverence! 
But  I forbear.  In  opposition  to  the  constitution, 
was  seen  a formidable  array  of  talent  and  patriotism. 
Henry  was  among  them,  like  Saul  among  the  pro- 
phets— himself  a host — exercising,  by  his  eloquence, 
a dominion  over  the  human  mind  never  before  sur- 
passed, increased  by  his  popularity,  which  struck 
its  roots  deep  into  the  revolution,  “to  whose  ball  he 
had  given  the  first  impulse.”  Madison,  though 
aided  by  powerful  auxiliaries,  was  the  leading  cham- 
pion of  the  constitution.  Both  were  elected  to  the 
convention,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  adop- 
tion or  rejection  of  the  constitution.  Henry  put 
forth  all  his  vast  powers;  he  astonished  and  alarm- 
ed his  audience,  by  flights  of  eloquence,  sublime 
and  terrible,  accompanied  by  that  fearful  gesture 
which  no  language  can  describe.  His  contempo- 
raries delighted  to  tell  of  one  occasion,  as  furnish- 
ing a signal  proof  of  the  promptitude  and  illimitable 
range  of  his  genius:  Henry  was  addressing  the  con- 
vention for  the  last  time;  the  final  question  was 
about  being  put;  the  issue,  in  the  impassioned  lan- 
guage of  the  orator,  involved  the  fate  of  both  he- 
mispheres. He  had  already  invoked  beings  of  a 
higher  order  to  his  aid,  wfien  an  angry  cloud  of 
such  violence  passed  over  as  to  carry  dismay 
through  the  hall.  It  was  in  this  moment  of  alarm 
that  the  towering  genius  of  Henry  was  seen  min- 
gling with  the  storm,  when,  by  a stroke  of  inspira- 
tion, he  audaciously  seized  the  forked  lightning  it- 
self, and  made  it  obedient  to  his  purpose.  Madison 
was  in  striking  contrast  to  Henry.  Modest  even  to 
bashfulness,  instead  of  the  strong  and  melodious 
voice  of  Henry,  his  was  inconveniently  feeble,  so 
that,  when  he  rose  to  speak,  the  members,  lest  they 
should  lose  a word,  were  accustomed  to  gather 
around  him.  He  used  little  or  no  gesture;  his  style 
of  speaking  was  pure  and  simple,  and  without  orna- 
ment. Yet,  modestly  confiding  in  his  own  vast  re- 
sources, and  strong  in  the  conviction  of  the  righ- 
teousness of  his  cause,  day  after  day,  for  six  weeks, 
he  continued  to  wrestle  successfully  with  his  gigan- 
tic opponent.  To  his  eloquence,  he  opposed  a calm 
appeal  to  the  understanding,  sustained  by  reference 
to  the  experience  of  the  past,  and  more  especially 
that  furnished  by  the  free  states  of  antiquity;  point- 
ing, with  unerring  wisdom,  to  the  causes  of  their 
fall;  furnishing  new  beacons  by  which  we  should 
profit;  demonstrating,  with  the  clearness  of  a sun- 
beam, the  necessity  of  a change  in  the  federal  go- 
vernment, and,  if  the  union  were  to  be  preserved, 
of  imparting  to  that  government  more  efficient 
powers.  These  efforts  were  the  more  successful 
on  account  ot  his  high  character  for  disintested- 
ness.  awarded  him  alike  by  friend  and  foe — T mean 
political  foe,  for  private  he  bad  none;  so  that  his 
words  fell  upon  his  audience  like  the  responses  of 
an  ancient  oracle — adored  for  its  truth  and  wisdom. 
In  fine,  the  good  genius  of  his  country  was  in  him 
personified;  and,  surely,  it  could  not  have  found  a 
purer  mortal  tenement.  The  conflict  between 
these  giants  and  their  auxiliaries  was  enacted  be- 
fore nri  audience  to  which  every  quarter  of  the  union 
had  contributed  some  of  its  most  distinguished  citi- 
zens; and  was  so  full  of  interest  that,  to  enjoy  it, 
industry  gave  up  jls  pursuits,  and  dissipation  for- 


bore its  indulgences.  The  constitution  was  adopt- 
ed in  Virginia  by  a majority  of  ten,  and  by  all  the 
states,  save  Rhode  Island  and  North  Carolina.  Let 
us  pause  here  for  a moment,  to  mark  well  the  time 
of  the  occurrence  of  this  important  measure.  It 
furnishes,  we  think,  a decisive  evidence  of  a kind 
Providence,  whose  pleasure  it  has  been  so  often  to 
stretch  out  his  protecting  arm  over  these  states. — 

In  point  of  time,  it  was  coincident  with  the  com- 
mencement of  the  French  revolution;  that  fearful 
event  in  the  history  of  the  past,  whose  beginning, 
indeed,  was  illustrated  by  acts  ot  patriotic  devotion 
exalting  to  our  nature,  but  whose  progress  was 
marked  by  horrors  so  atrocious  as  to  have  required 
demons  for  their  actors;  a revolution  which,  acquir- 
ing strength  in  its  advance,  swept  before  it  princi- 
palities, and  powers,  and  kingdoms,  till  the  -ocial 
edifice  of  Europe  shook  like  a volcanic  mountain 
in  the  moment  of  its  throes;  when,  eventually,  its 
fiery  spirit  was  seen  riding  on  the  wave  of  the  At- 
lantic, coming  to  disturb  our  peaceful  shores. — 
There  it  was  met  and  rebuked,  by  the  genius  of 
our  free  institutions;  consolidated  and  strengthened 
by  our  lately  adopted  constitution,  and  by  the  ener- 
gy and  wisdom  of  that  superior  man  whom  Provi- 
dence, in  its  mercy,  had  granted  us  for  its  adminis- 
tion. 

The  constitution,  having  been  adopted  bv  the 
states,  was  to  be  reduced  to  practice.  Washington, 
without  one  dissenting  voice,  amid  the  millions  of 
the  American  people,  was  called  to  the  chief  ma- 
gistracy. Surelv  no  mortal  ever  received,  or  was 
more  worthy  of  so  high  an  honor.  He  summoned 
around  him,  without  regard  to  party,  for  these 
were  the  virtuous  days  of  the  republic,  in  the  com- 
position of  his  cabinet,  men  distinguished  for  their 
talents,  and  enjoying  the  full  confidence  of  their 
country.  The  two  houses  of  congress  were  filled 
with  the  most  illustrious  citizens.  Among  them 
Madison,  representing  this  district,  had  no  superior. 
Under  auspices  like  these,  t'nc  interesting  problem 
of  man’s  capacity  for  self-government  was  to  be 
tested.  Intelligence  and  patriotism,  sitting  at  the 
helm,  directed  the  vessel  of  state.  Its  early  pro- 
gress filled  the  bosom  of  every  patriot  with  joy  and 
with  hope.  The  threatening  clouds  which  had  so 
long  shadowed  our  country  disappeared,  the  clamor 
of  faction  was  hushed,  the  law  ascendant,  justice 
impartially  administered,  private  and  public  credit 
re-established;  industry  enjoyed  the  fruits  of  its  la- 
bor, and  peace,  liberty  and  happiness  pervaded  the 
utmost  borders  of  the’  republic.  But  it  seems  not 
to  be  the  lot  of  man  here  below  to  enjoy  happiness 
uninterruptedly  long.  Time  and  circumstances 
produce  discord  and  division:  the  country  became 
divided  into  parties;  the  more  conspicuous  of  these 
were  called  federalists  and  republicans;  they  were 
known,  indeed,  by  other  names  at  the  time,- but  de- 
cency and  justice  have  long  since  caused  them  to 
be  forgotten.  Our  own  experience  most  unfortu- 
nately teaches  us  how  easily  offensive  epithets  are 
invented  by  cunning  politicians  to  divide  and  hood- 
wink the  people  so  as  to  dupe  them  to  their  pur- 
poses, by  causing  them,  in  the  conflict  of  parties, 
to  forget  their  country;  and,  in  consequence,  two 
good  honest  neighbors,  with  no  wish  but  for  the 
well-being  of  their  common  country,  are  made  to 
consider  each  other  as  traitors  to  that  country.  Is 
it  not  high  time,  fellow  citizens,  that  we  the  people 
should  rather  look  to  the  deeds  than  the  names  of 
parties?  The  federalists  were  charged  by  their  op- 
ponents with  seeking,  by  a latitudinarian  interpre- 
tation of  the  constitution,  to  obtain  indirectly  this 
enlargement  of  the  powers  of  the  government,  which 
they  had  not  dared  to  attempt  directly,  and  that  the 
inevitable  tendency  of  such  a course  was  a consoli- 
dated monarchy.  While  these  charges  were  repel- 
led by  the  federalists,  they  in  their  turn  charged 
their  opponents  with  Utopian  doctrines,  that  could 
not  fail  in  time  so  to  weaken  the  government  as  to 
render  it  utterly  inadequate  to  the  purposes  of  its 
creation.  The  mighty  struggle  in  Europe  tended 
to  increase  the  exacerbation  of  the  parties. 

In  now  referring  to  these  by-gone  events,  I have 
no  object  hut  the  fidelity  of  my  riarative.  That 
will  he  my  limit.  I have  no  disposition  to  rekindle 
these  ancient  animosities.  The  real  difference  be- 
tween these  parties,  so  far  as  I have  been  able  to 
form  a correct  judgment,  was  the  more  or  less  con- 
fidence to  be  reposed  in  the  virtue  and  intelligence 
of  the  people.  The  federalists  acted  on  the  prin- 
ciple that  the  government  should  have  an  inherent 
power  capable  of  withstanding  those  temporary 
delusions  and  violent  ebullitions  to  which  all  free 
states  had  hitherto  been  subject;  the  republicans, 
on  the  other  hand,  drawing  confidence  from  the  age, 
were  willing  to  confide,  without  any  collateral  sure- 
ty, every  thing,  and  at  all  times,  to  the  good  sense 
and  integrity  of  the  people.  There  are  those  who 
stilt  contend  that  the  solution  of  this  gTent  problem 
must  be  left  to  futurity.  ’The  people  of  the  United 
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States  have  it  in  charge.  It  is  a high  trust,  and 
their  own  fate  and  the  fate  of  the  human  race  de- 
pend upon  the  issue;  for  if  free  government  fail 
here,  it  is  lost  to  the  world  forever. 

Madison’s  political  creed  placed  him  among  the 
republicans.  He  had  an  abiding  confidence  in  the 
people.  The  constitution  as  written  was  to  be  held 
sacred  and  inviolable;  the  preservation  of  the  rights 
of  the  states  to  the  full  extent,  as  prescribed  in  that 
instrument,  was  the  first  canon  of  his  creed;  that 
tiie  federal  government  should  abstain  from  the 
exercise  of  all  doubtful  powers,  and,  if  experience 
should  manifest  defects,  amendments  should  be 
made  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  constitution. 
Those  were  the  principles  for  which  he  contended, 
when  a representative  of  the  people;  but  after  an 
unsuccessful  struggle  in  congress  to  arrest  the  mea- 
sures of  the  then  dominant  party,  until  1797,  he  re- 
tired to  private  life.  Here  it  may  be  stated  as  a 
proof  of  the  high  estimation  Washington  entertain- 
ed for  him,  that  he  was  solicited  to  accept  the  im- 
portant mission  to  France,  subsequently  filled,  on 
Iiis  declining  it,  by  Monroe,  and,  on  the  retirement 
of  Jefferson  from  the  state  department,  that  Madi- 
son should  fill  it;  to  which  may  be  added  the  late 
developments  in  relation  to  Washington’s  farewell 
address.  Though  in  private  life  he  kept  an  anxious 
eye  on  the  progress  of  public  affairs.  The  alien 
and  sedition  laws,  and  a suspected  design  to  in- 
volve us  unnecessarily  in  war  with  our  ancient 
ally,  France,  produced  great  excitement  through 
the  republic,  and  more  particularly  in  Virginia. 
Madison  felt  as  a patriot,  and  indeed  with  all  the 
anxiety  of  a parent,  lest  these  aberations,  against 
which  he  had  so  unsuccessfully  contended,  should 
devote  the  constitution,  his  own  offspring,  to  a pre- 
mature sacrifice,  or  prostitute  it  to  the  most  per- 
nicious purposes.  The  eyes  of  his  countrymen, 
who  sympathized  with  him  in  these  feelings,  were 
naturally  turned  to  him  as  the  anchor  of  their 
hopes.  By  their  solicitations,  I speak  advisedly, 
for  I know  the  very  individual  who  conveyed  these 
wishes  to  him,  he  prepared  the  resolutions  of  1798, 
which  have  since  become  so  distinguished.  They 
were  presented  by  Taylor,  of  Caroline,  adopted, 
and  addressed  to  the  legislatures  of  the  states;  while 
by  some  they  were  approved,  by  others  they  were 
rejected  with  a contumely,  ill  becoming  that  cor- 
teous  intercourse  which  no  difference  of  opinion 
should  interrupt,  and  which  is  so  indispensable  to 
that  harmony  without  which  our  union  exists  only 
in  name. 

The  principles  maintained  in  these  resolutions 
were  not  only  combatted  by  many  of  the  states,  but 
the  right  of  a state  legislature  to  express  its  opinion 
on  the  measures  of  the  federal  government  flatly 
denied.  They  were  also  opposed  by  a respectable 
minority  in  Virginia;  among  them  was  Henry,  who 
determined  to  reappear  in  the  public  arena,  to 
counteract  their  efforts.  He  was  elected  to  the 
legislature  of  1799  by  the  county  of  Charlotte. 
His  retirement  had  been  so  long  and  so  profound, 
that  he  seemed  almost  a messenger  from  the  dead; 
which  added  to  his  great  powers  and  great  popu- 
larity, rendered  him  indeed  a formidable  antagonist. 
Who  was  to  be  the  champion  of  the  republicans? 
All  agreed  it  ought  to  be  Madison.  I was  charged 
with  the  duty  of  communicating  to  him  their  unani- 
mous wish.  T did  so.  He  consented  to  suffer  his 
name  to  be  announced  to  the  people  of  Orange,  and 
his  willingness  to  serve  them,  if  it  were  their  plea- 
sure he  should  do  so.  He  was  elected  without  op- 
position. These  great  men  did  not  meet,  Henry 
dying  in  June,  1799.  The  celebrated  report  and 
resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  that  year,  ex- 
clusively the  work  of  Madison,  have  been  so  long 
matter  of  history,  and  the  subject  of  so  much  com- 
mentary, as  to  require  of  me  but  few  additional 
remarks.  The  resolutions  of  179S  and  1799  have 
become  the  received  text  book  of  the  politicians  of 
the  present  generation.  I am  aware  that,  in  times 
of  great  party  excitement,  interpretations  have  been 
given  them  which  the  author  disavowed,  and  for 
which  he  has  been  accused  by  violent  partisans 
with  inconsistency.  I allude  to  that  portion  of 
them  which  refers  to  the  rights  of  the  states  to  in- 
terpose in  arrest  of  the  constitutional  measures  of 
the  federal  government.  The  intent  and  nature 
of  the  interposition  insisted  on  in  these  proceed- 
ings, so  far  as  acts  were  concerned,  was  explained 
at  the  time  to  be  an  invitation  to  the  states,  and  to 
the  American  people,  to  co-operate  in  a united 
effort  through  the  ballot  box  to  effect  a change;  for 
even  this  right  at  that  time  was  stoutly  denied 
by  the  dissentient  states.  I can  truly  say,  that 
though  a member  of  the  legislature  of  1798,  and  a 
member  also  of  a small  consultative  meeting  before 
the  resolutions  of  that  year  were  presented  to  the 
legislature — a member  likewise  of  the  legislature 
of  1799,  the  colleague  of  Madison,  living  with  him 
in  the  same  house,  and  daily  in  friendly  and  fre- 


quently confidential  intercourse,  I never  heard  a 
whisper  of  an  interposition  by  force.  The  precau- 
tionary measures  adopted  by  the  legislature  of  that 
year,  and  frequently  referred  to  as  explanatory  of 
our  views,  looked  exclusively  to  defence,  and  not 
to  aggression.  Madison,  like  the  constitution,  avert- 
ed Ins  eye  from  that  extreme  case  which  will  justify 
an  appeal  to  force.  This  is  one  of  the  awful  mys- 
teries which  we  should  devoutly  pray  may  never  be 
revealed.  If,  however,  the  time  should  ever  come 
when  madness  and  wickedness  shall  force  upon 
a portion  of  the  confederacy  the  necessity  of  aban- 
doning the  union  as  a lesser  evil  than  a submission 
to  these  measures,  it  will  have  been  in  vain  to  fix 
the  time  or  the  occasion  when  this  fearful  step  will 
be  justifiable.  In  such  a crisis,  the  constitution 
and  its  reading  will  be  equally  unavailing.  These 
will  be  silent  amid  arms,  and  the  only  logic  will  be 
the  sword. 

In  1800,  a majority  of  the  American  people  re- 
sponded in  accordance  with  the  views  of  these 
celebrated  state  papers;  a political  revolution  en- 
sued, and  Jefferson,  a name  dear  to  Americans, 
was  elected  to  the  chief  magistracy  of  the  union. 
Madison  in  1801  was  recalled  from  his  retirement 
by  his  appointment  as  secretary  of  state.  He  added 
much  to  his  reputation  by  the  ability  with  which 
he  discharged  the  important  duties  of  his  station, 
and  especially  by  his  correspondence  in  connexion 
with  our  foreign  relations.  These  distinguished 
men,  Jefferson  and  Madison,  had  long  been  con- 
nected by  the  strongest  ties,  both  private  and  po- 
litical; amongst  hundreds  of  others,  reference  may 
be  made  to  the  distinguished  aid  given  by  Madison 
to  the  law  of  religious  freedom,  propounded  by  Jef- 
ferson, and  which  has  so  deservedly  given  a lasting 
renown  to  his  name;  and  Jefferson  nas  left  in  his 
publie  letters  a strong  prod  of  his  high  veneration 
for  Madison,  by  declaring  that  Madison  had  been 
to  him  a pillar  of  light.  On  the  expiration  of  Jeffer- 
son’s second  term,  Madison  was  elected  his  suc- 
cessor, though  opposed  by  two  distinguished  citi- 
zens. This  election  was  truly  most  honorable  to 
himself,  and  most  creditable  to  "the  discernment  and 
integrity  of  the  people.  It  had  not  been  achieved 
by  cunning  manoeuvres,  nor  by  the  dirty  tricks  of 
the  demagogue.  The  people  sought  him  out,  not 
he  the  people.  The  election  of  Madison  conform- 
ed to  the  true  theory  of  the  constitution;  for,  to 
profound  wisdom  he  added  great  experience.  His 
course  had  been  illustrated  by  a frank  avowal  of 
his  principles.  He  had  rendered  his  country  great 
and  distinguished  services.  He  presented  that  gua- 
ranty of  fidelity  to  which  I have  before  referred— a 
private  character  of  unsullied  purity;  and  he  added, 
m a public  man,  the  best  of  ail  traits,  disinterested- 
ness. In  referring  to  the  illustrious  men  of  past 
time  who  have  enjoyed  the  largest  share  of  the  ap- 
probation of  their  kind,  I see  disinterestedness  was 
the  leading  cause  of  their  elevation,  and  of  its  con- 
tinuance. Madison,  in  this  regard  will  bear  a com- 
parison with  any  man  that  ever  lived,  however 
distinguished.  I remember  well  his  having  said  to 
me  that,  though  he  had  no  doubt  a princely  fortune 
might  be  made  by  purchasing  the  public  securities 
and  the  public  lands,  yet,  having  prescribed  to  him- 
self as  an  inviolable  rule  on  no  account  to  engage 
in  such  traffic,  he  had  carefully  abstained  from  deal- 
ing in  either.  Such  was  his  delicacy  on  this  point, 
that  he  would  not  expose  himself  even  to  suspicion; 
and  I submit  his  example  as  well  worthy  of  imita- 
tion by  all  those  who  are  candidates  for  popular 
favor;  they  may  be  assured  it  will  take  ready  bold 
of  the  public  confidence,  and  will  be  their  shield 
and  buckler  in  the  rivalries  with  which  they  may 
have  to  contend.  Such  were  the  guaranties  he  car- 
ried with  him  into  the  high  office  of  chief  magis- 
trate of  this  great  republic.  To  so  virtuous  a man 
how  awful  must  have  been  his  responsibility — how 
anxious  must  have  been  his  mind  so,  to  discharge 
his  trust  as  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  his  coun- 
try. and  add  to  his  own  renown. 

What  should  he  the  leading  principles  on  which 
he  was  to  conduct  the  administration  of  public  af- 
fairs, was  a question  of  profoundest  consideration. 
His  high  character  was  our  surety  in  advance, 
which  he  fully  redeemed,  that  he  considered  him- 
self as  the  head  of  a nation,  and  not  the  mere  chief 
of  a party:  that,  in  exercising  the  appointing  power, 
the  pivot  on  which  mainly  our  virtues  and  liberties 
depend,  he  would  rigidly  conform  to  the  rule  in- 
culcated by  his  predecessor — Is  he  honest?  is  he 
capable?  is  he  a friend  of  the  constitution?  rather 
than  indulge  in  that  detestable  and  insolent  egotism 
which  substitutes  itself  for  the  state,  and,  acknow- 
ledging no  merit  but  a servile  personal  devotion, 
inflicts  the  penalties  of  proscription  on  every  op- 
ponent as  though  he  were  a traitor  to  the  republic. 
His  magnanimity  of  character  saved  him  from  the 
degradation  of  prostituting  his  high  trust  to  the  gra- 
tification of  private  malice,  of  which  he  had  indeed 


none  to  gratify.  His  appointment  of  Monroe,  his 
stout,  not  to  say  violent  rival  for  the  presidency 
itself,  to  the  first  seat  in  his  cabinet,  may  be  refer- 
red to  as  a signal  proof  of  his  highminded  and  pa- 
triotic purpose.  His  deportment  to  the  other  de- 
partments of  the  government  was  to  be  characteriz- 
ed by  that  inviolable  respect  which  was  due  to  that 
equality  assigned  them  by  the  constitution.  To  de- 
grade them  into  the  condition  of  passive  tools  to 
his  own  purposes,  would  have  been  to  violate,  in  a 
fundamental  point,  his  own  work.  Cautiously  to 
abstain  from  tne  exercise  of  all  doubtful  authority, 
had  been  with  him  at  all  times  a cardinal  point,  as 
well  as  to  secure  to  the  states  and  the  people  thereof 
their  respective  rights.  In  his  intercourse  with 
foreign  nations,  to  cherish  peace  and  friendly  rela- 
tions with  every  people  having  correspondent  dis- 
positions, and  to  prefer,  in  all  cases,  amicable  dis- 
cussion, and  reasonable  accommodation  of  difier- 
cnces  to  a decision  of  them  by  an  appeal  to  arms. 
Such  was  the  noble  path  he  determined  to  pursue, 
most  honorably  to  himself,  and  beneficially  to  bis 
country:  and  he  redeemed  his  every  promise  hv  his 
acts. 

The  period  of  his  entering  office  was  stormy,  and 
the  difficulties  he  had  to  encounter  most  serious. 
The  old  world  was  involved  in  hostilities  which 
might  well  be  termed  tremendous,  whether  we  re- 
fer to  their  protracted  duration,  or  to  the  vast  scale 
on  which  they  were  conducted.  Britain  and  France, 
the  principal  parties,  had  all  Europe  besides  for 
their  auxiliaries.  In  this  fearful  conflict  the  neu- 
tral rights  of  America  had  been  outraged  by  both, 
with  such  circumstances  of  contumely,  that  to  have 
submitted  to  them  could  not  fail  to  tarnish  our  na- 
tional honor.  The  policy  of  his  predecessor  had 
been  to  withdraw  our  citizens  from  the  ocean — the 
theatre  of  our  wrongs:  to  surrender  this  highway, 
the  common  property  of  every  nation,  if  not  humi- 
liating, was  attended  with  the  most  disastrous  sac- 
rifices. War,  dreadful  as  it  is,  was  preferable;  but 
it  was  a real  difficulty,  to  decide  against  which 
this  measure  should  be  taken.  It  was  finally,  after 
having  exhausted  the  cup  of  forbearance,  and  after 
every  invocation  to  her  justice  had  been  rejected, 
denounced  against  Britain.  The  opposition  among 
her  own  citizens  to  this  step  was  not  inconside^ 
rable:  let  us  he  charitable  enough  to  believe  it  was 
conscientious;  and  hence,  during  the  pendency  of 
the  question  whether  it  should  be  declared.it  was 
not  obnoxious  to  a just  censure;  but  it  must  ever 
be  a matter  of  regret,  after  war  had  been  declar- 
ed— for  it  is  a blot  on  our  national  character,  that 
the  opposition  to  it  was  carried  to  so  criminal  an 
extreme. 

WThen  war  actually  exists,  the  maxim  of  every 
patriot  should  be  that  of  the  chivalrous  Decatur— 
“our  country,  wright  or  wrong.”  These  divisions, 
our  fiscal  embarrassments,  the  disuse  of  arms  for  so 
long  a period,  and  the  unfortunate  selection  of  the 
essentially  superannuated  officers  of  the  revolution, 
from  the  best  of  motives  but  from  a most  mistaken 
policy,  with  the  hardships  and  perils  of  war,  belong- 
ed to  vigor  of  manhood.  From  these  various  ad- 
verse causes,  the  commencement  of  the  war  was  at- 
tended with  some  mortifying  incidents.  Time,  howe- 
ever,  and  the  uproused  spirit  of  the  nation,  gave 
us  victory  in  many  a bloody  and  well-contested 
field.  Our  navy,  especially",  achieved  victories, 
which,  in  the  language  of  Madison,  were  never 
surpassed  in  lustre,  however  much  they  may  have 
been  in  magnitude;  and  it  won  itself  a favor  with 
Ihe  American  people,  the  more  fortunate,  as  it  is 
the  defence  most  congenial  fo  our  institutions,  as, 
above  all,  it  dispenses  with  the  necessity  of  stand- 
ing armies,  that  leprosy  of  republics."  The  war 
eventually  closed  with  one  of  those  splendid  achieve- 
ments which  confer  imperishable  renown  on  the 
victors  and  their  country.  We  owe  this  great  tri- 
umph to  the  undisciplined  hut  heroic  militia  of  the 
west,  which,  directed  by  the  brave  Jackson,  suc- 
cessfully contended  with  and  overcame  the  hitherto 
victorious  veterans  of  Europe.  In  the  narrative  I 
am  giving,  the  means  do  not  exist  of  electrifying 
you  with  descriptions  of  splendid  victories  achiev- 
ed by  Madison;  if  he  had  so  willed,  the  infirmity'' 
of  his  constitution  forbade  his  encountering  the 
hardships  of  war:  the  union  of  the  great  virtues 
and  great  qualities  of  the  statesman  with  the  at- 
tributes of  the  great  captain  make  the  oerfect  cha- 
racter; but  how  rare  the  example!  No  man  would 
go  farther  than  myself  in  bestowing  appropriate 
rewards  on  the  man,  whether  an  officerora  private, 
who  goes  to  peril  his  life  in  defence  of  his  country, 
against  the  foreign  enemy  or  the  domestic  usurper; 
such  a one  is  entitled  to  our  warmest  gratitude:  hut 
if  a comparison  be  instituted  between  the  enlighten- 
ed statesman,  whose  ambition  seeks  the  greatest 
good  of  the  greatest  number  of  his  fellow  men, 
and  the  conqueror,  whose  ambition  conducts  him 
through  the  slaughter  of  his  kind  to  the  winning  of  a 
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name,  how  infinitely,  in  the  eye  of  philanthropy,  is 
the  former  to  be  preferred  the  latter;  and  yet,  in  look- 
ing into  the  history  of  human  affairs,  how  adverse  to 
this  has  been  the  decision  of  mankind.  Is  this  the 
unalterable  law  of  our  nature?  If  it  be,  if  mankind 
will  minister  to  the  pride  ol  the  conqueror,  by  hum- 
bling themselves  in  the  dust  before  this  bloody  idol 
— if  they  consider  the  human  sacrifices  required  for 
his  altars  as  their  due,  so  long  will  war,  the  scourge 
of  man,  prevail.  Let  us  hope  for  better  things: 
that  the  time  is  approaching  when  this  idol  will  Le 
broken,  his  altars  overthrown,  and,  in  lieu  thereof, 
that  the  Christian  maxim  of  peace  on  earth  and 
good  will  to  man  will  be  set  up  as  alone  worthy  of 
our  devotion.  Let  me  invoke  the  reflection  of  the 
admirers  of  military  renown,  by  contrasting  the  acts, 
and  their  effects  on  the  condition,  of  the  world,  of 
the  greatest  captain  of  ancient  or  modern  times, 
Napoleon,  with  our  Madison’s.  Of  the  former  it 
has  been  said,  “the  earthquake  voice  of  victory  was 
the  breath  of  his  nostrils.”  This  Colossus  of  power, 
of  ambition,  and  of  crime,  having  crushed  the  liber- 
ties of  his  country,  placed  one  foot  on  the  pillars  of 
Hercules,  and  sought  to  stretch  the  other  to  the 
Arctic  pole:  his  sceptre  was  the  besom  of  desola- 
tion: the  pedestal  of  his  fame  was  composed  of  the 
carcasses  of  three  millions  of  his  kind,  cemented 
with  the  blood  of  his  victims,  and  bedewed  with 
the  tears  of  their  widows  and  orphans:  his  ministry 
seemed  to  be  that  of  a ruthless  instrument  of  venge- 
ance to  chastise  and  humble  a guilty  world.  But 
mark  his  end!  His  mad  ambition  devoted  his  coun- 
try to  the  horrors  of  conquest,  in  part  by  barbarous 
hordes  who  lived  beyond  civilization:  he  himself 
was  precipitated  to  the  dust.  He  is  deserted  by 
the  multitude,  that  sycophant  of  success,  whose 
morality  teaches  that  while  misfortune  can  furnish 
no  excuse,  victory,  no  matter  how  obtained,  is  not 
required  to  give  an  account  of  her  actions.  Thus 
abandoned,  he  becomes  an  outlaw  of  the  civilized 
W'orld,  and  dies  a wretched  captive  in  one  of  Afric’s 
distant  isles,  loaded  with  the  execrations  of  the 
widows  and  orphans  which  his  ambition  has  made, 
and  with  the  curses  of  a world;  while  Madison,  dis- 
interestedly devoting  every  fibre  of  his  heart,  and 
every  attribute  of  his  mind,  to  the  cause  of  liberty, 
and  the  happiness  of  his  kind — leading  a nation 
through  the  hitherto  untrodden  paths  of  political 
science,  like  another  Moses  conducting  his  coun- 
trymen through  the  wilderness  to  the  land  of  pro- 
mise— laying  the  foundations  of  a constitution, 
which,  if  his  examples  and  his  counsels  prevail, 
will,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  be  immortal — finally 
departed  in  peace,  when  every  hill  and  every  valley 
of  this  vast  republic  resound  with  benedictions  on 
his  name,  and  one  universal  voice  proclaims  him 
the  benefactor  of  his  kind.  Behold  the  contrast! 
And  yet,  if  Napoleon  had  continued  successful, 
the  subject  of  the  extraordinary  delusion  I am  en- 
countering would  have  required  the  sculptor  and 
the  poet  to  exhaust  their  art,  in  perpetuating  his 
name,  while  they  would  have  suffered  Madison’s 
to  go  down  to  the  grave  unwept,  unhonored  and 
unsung. 

To  return  to  my  narrative.  An  honorable  peace 
ensued.  Among  other  results,  in  the  language  of 
Madison,  “it  furnished  proofs  that  our  political  in- 
stitutions, founded  in  human  rights,  and  framed  for 
their  preservation,  were  equal  to  the  severest  trials 
of  war,  as  well  as  adapted  to  the  ordinary  periods  of 
repose.”  But  let  us  not  too  readily  apply  this  flat- 
tering unction.  Though  our  institutions  might  be 
entirely  safe  in  war,  with  a Madison  as  our  chief, 
yet  let  us  recollect  it  was  in  this  hotbed  that 
Cromwell  and  Napoleon  sprung  up,  with  unnum- 
bered names  of  similar  traits  of  character.  Let  it 
be  continually  present  to  our  recollection  that  in 
the  history  of  our  ancestors,  not  two  centuries  ago, 
Cromwell,  the  general  of  the  commonwealth,  and  a 
pretended  apostle  of  liberty,  first  reduced  to  insig- 
nificance the  representatives  of  the  people,  and 
then  with  the  bayonet  expelled  from  the  hall  the 
remaining  few,  and  became  a dictator;  while,  in 
our  own  time,  Napoleon,  amid  the  cries  of  his  de- 
luded followers — long  live  liberty,  long  live  the 
constitution — was,  on  his  march,  to  overthrow  the 
republican  government  of  his  country,  whose  coun- 
cils he  had  divided  with  this  word;’ which,  having 
achieved  to-day,  to-morrow,  as  their  master,  he  in- 
scribed with  his  sword  the  future  slavery  of  his 
country.  Man,  with  a few  modifications,  is  the 
same  every  where;  the  same  causes  may  be  attend- 
ed here  with  the  same,  effects  as  elsewhere.  What 
patent  from  the  Almighty  have  we  which  exempts 
us  from  the  great  law  of  cause  and  effect?  Let 
peace,  then,  be  the  object  of  our  devout  prayers, 
and  war  held  as  the  last  sad  alternative,  to  be  re- 
sorted to  only  when  every  effort  at  accommodation 
has  been  tried,  and  has  hopelessly  failed. 

Among  the  most  beneficent  results  of  his  admi- 
nistration was  the  standard  of  political  morality, 


elevated  by  the  force  of  his  character  to  as  high  a 
pitch  as  the  infirmity  of  our  nature  permitted. — 
History  tells  us  of  one  of  the  Roman  emperors  who 
caused  a herald  daily  to  traverse  his  palace,  pro- 
claiming that  nothing  unholy  should  enter  there — 
an  officer  entirely  useless  with  Madison.  His  cha- 
racter was  a continual  proclamation  to  the  vicious 
to  stand  afar  off.  They  shrunk  abashed  from  so 
much  purity.  They  felt  that  there  was  a daily 
beauty  in  his  life  that  made  them  ugly.  No  baro- 
meter is  so  infallible  by  which  to  test  the  condition 
of  a republic,  as  the  success  or  the  disgrace  of  base 
flatterers,  those  pests  existing  in  every  age.  If  ho- 
nor and  merit  alone  find  favor  with  power,  be  as- 
sured that  all  is  well;  but  if  that  vile  tribe,  who 
fawn  for  the  spoils  of  the  people,  are  seen  hovering 
around  the  precincts  of  the  palace,  and  are  taken 
into  favor,  ye  need  ask  for  no  other  evidence  to 
convince  you  that  there  is  something  rotten  in  the 
state;  for  they  are  like  ill-omened  birds  of  prey, 
governed  by  the  same  instinct:  a tainted  atmos- 
phere is  the  chosen  element  of  both. 

The  remnant  of  his  second  term  of  oflice,  after 
the  restoration  of  peace,  was  employed  in  repairing 
the  ravages  of  the  war.  Ample  provision  was 
made  for  its  losses;  as  far  as  practicable,  the  wound- 
ed who  survived,  and  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
those  who  fell,  were  provided  for  by  the  liberality 
of  their  country;  and  efficient  means  adopted,  which, 
in  a short  time,  were  to  cancel  the  debt  created,  in 
the  language  of  the  day,  by  the  second  war  of  our 
independence.  Shortly  before  his  leaving  office, 
he  addressed  a valedictory  message  to  congress, 
which,  whether  we  refer  to  the  matter  or  the  man- 
ner, may  be  pronounced  one  of  the  happiest  efforts 
of  the  human  mind;  and  which,  if  it  stood  alone, 
would  place  him  on  the  platform  of  equality  with 
any  patriot  or  any  sage  that  all  time  has  produced. 
But  let  it  speak  for  itself. 

“The  period  of  my  retiring  from  the  public  ser- 
vice being  at  little  distance,  I shall  find  no  occasion 
more  proper  than  the  present  for  expressing  to  my 
fellow  citizens  my  deep  sense  of  the  continued  con- 
fidence and  kind  support  which  I have  received 
from  them.  My  grateful  recollections  of  these  dis- 
tinguished marks  of  their  favorable  regard  can 
never  cease;  and,  with  the  consciousness  that,  if  I 
have  not  served  my  country  with  greater  ability,  I 
have  served  it  with  a sincere  devotion,  will  accom- 
pany me  as  a source  of  unfailing  gratification. 

“Happily,  I shall  carry  with  me  from  the  public 
theatre  other  sources,  which  those  who  love  their 
country  most  will  best  appreciate.  I shall  behold 
it  blessed  with  tranquillity  and  prosperity  at  home, 
and  with  peace  and  respect  abroad.  I can  indulge 
the  proud  reflection  that  the  American  people  have 
reached,  in  safety  and  success,  their  fortieth  year  as 
an  independent  nation;  that,  for  nearly  an  entire 
generation,  they  have  had  experience  of  their  pre- 
sent constitution,  the  offspring  of  their  undisturbed 
deliberations,  and  of  their  free  choice;  that  they 
have  found  it  to  bear  the  trials  of  adverse  as  well 
as  prosperous  circumstances — to  contain,  in  its 
combination  of  the  federate  and  elective  principles, 
a reconcilement  of  public  strength  with  individual 
liberty,  of  national  power  for  the  defence  of  nation- 
al rights,  with  a security  against  wars  of  injustice, 
of  ambition,  and  of  vain  glory,  in  the  fundamental 
provision  which  subjects  all  questions  of  war  to  the 
will  of  the  nation  itself,  which  is  to  pay  its  costs, 
and  feel  its  calamities.  Nor  is  it  less  a peculiar  fe- 
licity of  this  constitution,  so  dear  to  us  all,  that  it  is 
found  to  be  capable,  without  losing  its  vital  ener- 
gies, of  expanding  itself  over  a spacious  territory, 
with  the  increase  and  expansion  of  the  community 
for  whose  benefit  it  was  established. 

“And,  may  I not  be  allowed  to  add  to  this  grati- 
fying spectacle,  that  I shall  read  in  the  character  of 
the  American  people,  in  their  devotion  to  true  li- 
berty, and  to  the  constitution  which  is  its  palla- 
dium, sure  presages  that  the  destined  career  of  my 
country  will  exhibit  a government  pursuing  the 
public  good  as  its  sole  object,  and  regulating  its 
means  by  the  great  principles  consecrated  in  its 
charter,  and  by  those  moral  principles  to  which 
they  are  so  well  allied:  a government  which  watches 
over  the  purity  of  elections;  the  freedom  of  speech 
and  of  the  press,  the  trial  by  jury,  and  the  equal 
interdict  against  encroachments  and  compacts  be- 
tween religion  and  the  state;  which  maintains  in- 
violably the  maxims  of  public  faith,  the  security  of 
persons  and  property,  and  encourages,  in  every  au- 
thorised mode,  that  general  diffusion  of  knowledge 
which  guaranties  to  public  liberty  its  permanency, 
and  to  those  who  possess  the  blessing  the  true  en- 
joyment of  it:  a government  which  avoids  intru- 
sion on  the  internal  repose  of  other  nations,  and  re- 
pels them  from  its  own;  which  does  justice  to  all 
nations  with  a readiness  equal  to  the  firmness  with 
which  it  requires  justice  from  them;  and  which, 
whilst  it  refines  its  domestic  code  from  every  in- 1 


gradient  not  congenial  with  the  precepts  of  an  en- 
lightened age,  and  the  sentiments  of  a virtuouj 
people,  seeks,  by  appeals  to  reason,  and  by  its 
liberal  examples,  to  infuse  into  the  law  which  go- 
verns the  civilized  world  a spirit  which  may  dimi- 
nish the  frequency,  or  circumscribe  the  calamities, 
of  war,  and  meliorate  the  social  and  beneficent  re- 
lations of  peace:  a government,  in  a word,  whose 
conduct,  within  and  without,  may  bespeak  the 
most  noble  of  all  ambitions — that  of  promoting 
peace  on  earth,  and  good-will  to  man. 

“These  contemplations,  sweetening  the  remnant 
of  my  days,  will  animate  my  prayers  for  the  hap- 
piness of  my  beloved  country,  and  a perpetuity  of 
the  institutions  under  which  it  is  enjoyed.” 

Thus  terminated  on  the  3d  of  March,  1S17,  the 
presidency  of  Madison,  and  with  it  his  public  life, 
save  a few  months  of  service  in  our  convention  in 
1829;  but  its  effects  were  forever  to  endure.  The 
union  cemented  by  his  counsels,  the  constitution 
the  peculiar  offspring  of  his  zeal  and  w isdom,  so 
long  as  they  endure,  will  be  the  pedestal  on  which 
will  stand  the  lofty  column  of  his  fame. 

It  was  my  fixed  purpose  to  avoid  mixing  up  the 
memory  of  Madison  with  the  wretched  politics  of 
the  day;  but  I am  so  far  driven  from  mv  purpose  as 
to  be  compelled,  from  the  sacredness  of  the  trust 
which  has  been  assigned  me,  to  vindicate  his  me- 
mory from  the  aspersions  which  recently  have  been 
thrown  upon  it  in  asserting  that  he  approved  of  the 
prominent  measures  pursued  in  the  late  course  of 
public  affairs.  You  who  have  been  favored  with  his 
confidence  distinctly  know  that  such  an  assertion 
is  a calumny,  and,  so  far  from  having  the  least  sha- 
dow of  a foundation,  is  directly  the  reverse  of  the 
truth.  You  also  know  his  often  expressed  wish 
was,  that  his  quiet  in  the  eveuing  of  life  should  not 
be  disturbed  by  his  name  and  his  opinions  becom- 
ing the  subjects  of  partisan  warfare.  While,  there- 
fore, he  freely  but  confidentially  communicated 
with  his  friends  on  public  measures,  he  abstained 
with  strangers.  He  was  content  that  his  views, 
whatever  they  might  be  worth  to  his  countrymen, 
might  be  inferred  from  the  whole  course  of  his  life, 
and  from  his  recorded  opinions. 

On  the  termination  of  his  political  life  he  hasten- 
ed to  private  retirement,  the  place  of  his  nativity, 
and  the  object  of  his  warmest  affections;  and  which 
he  assured  me  he  had  never  left  at  any  time  but 
with  deep  regret,  when  called  off  by  his  public  du- 
ties. Whatever  of  fame  he  had  deserved  and  en- 
joyed in  public  life,  his  happiness  was  complete 
only  in  retirement.  He  had,  in  179-1,  formed  a ma- 
trimonial connexion  with  one  of  the  most  attractive 
and  amiable  of  her  sex,  who  devoted  herself  so  un- 
dividedly  to  his  happiness,  that  she  seemed  to  live 
only  lor  him,  and  whose  most  anxious  care  w as  to 
anticipate  his  very  wish.  With  a fortune  suffici- 
ently "opulent  to  dispense  a liberal  and  elegant  hos- 
pitality, his  house  became  the  resort  of  the  eminent 
native  citizens  and  enlightened  foreigners  who  came 
to  visit  him  as  the  most  distinguished  of  his  con- 
temporaries, and  listen  to  his  words,  so  full  of  wis- 
dom, occasionally  enlivened  by  anecdotes  ol  men 
and  things,  which  he  was  wont  to  tell  with  a hap- 
piness peculiar  to  himself.  There  came,  also,  his 
neighbor  and  his  friend;  with  the  less  intelligent  of 
these  he  seemed  anxious  to  veil  his  superiority, 
and,  by  kindness  and  affability,  1o  elevate  them  to  a 
feeling  of  equality  with  himself;  and,  quick  to  dis- 
cern the  bent  of  their  minds,  he  gave  to  the  con- 
versation a congenial  direction;  and  it  may  be  just- 
ly said  that  no  one  left  him  without  having  had  the 
opportunity  of  becoming  a better  and  a wiser  man. 

His  time  not  given  to  his  friends  was  employed 
in  reading,  in  an  extensive  correspondence,  and  in 
preparing  a work  which,  if  I mistake  not,  will  be 
eagerly  read,  both  in  Europe  and  America.  It  is 
the  journal  of  the  convention  of  1787,  that  prepared 
and  recommended  our  constitution.  It  presents 
not  only  all  that  received  the  sanction  of  the  con- 
vention, but  every  proposition  submitted,  with  the 
argument  of  the  mover,  whether  successful  or  other- 
wise. With  what  profound  interest  will  the  states- 
man trace  our  organic  law  to  its  spring  head;  with 
what  curiosity  will  he  investigate  the  first  crude 
suggestion  which,  elaborated  by  great  minds,  re- 
sulted in  that  beautiful  symmetry  which  they  final- 
ly obtained!  Especially  it  will  be  most  gratifying 
to  him  to  see  in  what  shape  was  first  proposed  that 
peculiar  feature  of  our  government,  which  so  hap- 
pily blended  the  conservative  principles  of  a confe- 
deracy with  the  application  of  the  powers  of  the  go- 
vernment to  individuals.  This  forthcoming  work 
will  furnish  him  the  means  of  his  gratification. 

Madison  was  distinguished  for  a serenity  of  tem- 
per, which  under  no  circumstances,  in  public  or 
private,  did  I ever  see  disturbed.  Cheerfulness 
was  a predominant  feature  in  his  character;  and  fre- 
quently he  indulged  in  a playful  attic  wit,  always 
without  a sting;  it  was  the  rose  without  the  thorn. 
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And,  above  all,  as  partaking  of  the  divine  purity,  I 
never  heard  him  speak  ill  of  any  one.  With  these 
personal  qualifications,  and  most  happy  in  his  do- 
mestic relations,  he  performed  every  duty  of  life 
with  a scrupulous  fidelity,  as  well  from  a sense  of 
duty  as  the  kindness  of  his  nature;  distinguished  for 
his  filial  piety,  whose  amiable  offices,  fortunately 
for  his  affectionate  spirit,  were  prolonged  to  the 
ninety-seventh  year  of  his  venerable  mother,  and 
were  richly  repaid  by  her  repeated  declarations  that 
he  had  never  given  her  cause  of  regret.  He  was  a 
devoted  husband,  a kind  brother,  a warm  friend,  a 
good  neighbor  and  an  indulgent  master.  Many  of 
you  were  at  his  funeral;  you  must  have  seen  his 
slaves  decently  attired  in  attendance,  and  their  or- 
derly deportment;  the  profound  silence  was  now 
and  then  broken  by  their  sobs — they  attended  the 
procession  to  the  grave.  There  are  none  of  us,  I 
fear,  who  have  not  drank  of  the  cup  of  affliction, 
heavily  drugged  by  the  untimely  bereavement  of  a 
dear  child  or  affectionate  companion;  such  will  but 
too  well  remember,  that  so  long  as  the  remains  con- 
tinued on  earth,  the  tie  that  connected  us  seemed 
not  entirely  dissolved;  but,  while  standing  on  the 
verge  of  the  grave,  and  seeing  the  corpse  deposited, 
and  hearing  the  pious  man  give  utterance  to  the 
fearful  sentence  “dust  to  dust,”  whose  fulfilment  by 
some  friendly  hand  flung  back  its  hollow  and  mourn- 
ful sound,  how  it  pierced  our  souls;  how  we  felt 
that  the  separation  was  now  final — that  all  was 
gone.  At  this  part  of  the  service  it  was  not  only 
the  body  servant,  who  was  standing  directly  by  me, 
that,  by  his  sobs  and  sighs,  showed  how  severely  he 
felt  his  bereavement  in  the  loss  of  a kind  and  in- 
dulgent master,  but  the  hundred  slaves  gave  vent 
to  their  lamentations  in  one  violent  burst  that  rent 
the  air;  methought  it  ascended  to  heaven,  and  was 
heard  with  joy  by  the  heavenly  host,  as  a redeem- 
ing item  in  that  great  account  which  he,  in  com- 
mon with  all  the  sons  of  Adam,  had  to  meet.  And 
I derived  consolation  at  the  moment  from  a belief 
that  if,  in  that  great  account,  slight  blemishes  here 
and  there,  from  the  inexorable  law  of  our  nature, 
were  to  be  found,  this  alone  would,  in  the  eye  of 
mercy,  be  sufficient  to  blot  out  the  unfriendly  cha- 
racter that  bore  record  of  his  infirmity,  to  be  re- 
membered no  more. 

Scenes  like  this  give  us  the  true  character. — 
Most  men  in  public  seek  to  act  as  to  escape  cen- 
sure; but  it  is  in  the  secresy  of  private  life,  where 
there  is  no  human  eye  to  see,  or,  seeing,  no  tongue 
dares  to  tell,  that  the  heart,  stripped  of  all  disguise, 
and  indulging  its  propensities,  appear  to  good  or  ill 
in  its  nakedness.  Most  happy  must  he  have  been 
over  whose  remains  such  testimony  is  furnished, 
that  in  his  private  as  in  his  public  life,  all  was  well. 
What  felicity  had  Madison  m his  unusually  extend- 
ed age;  he  had  survived  all  the  fathers  of  the  revo- 
lution, as  well  as  of  the  constitution.  To  him,  as 
was  so  happily  expressed  by  the  great  western  ora- 
tor to  another  illustrious  patriot  now  among  the 
dead — to  him  was  given  the  high  privilege  of  stand- 
ing amidst  posterity,  witnessing  their  unexampled 
prosperity,  to  which  he  had  so  largely  contributed, 
and  to  hear  his  name  daily  associated  by  them  with 
the  benefactors  of  his  kind.  Thus  fortunate  and 
thus  honored,  his  mind  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  its 
faculties,  while  sitting  in  his  chair,  without  a pang 
or  a groan,  on  the  28th  of  June,  sunk  he  to  eternal 
rest.  All  that  was  mortal  of  this  great  and  good 
man  sleeps  with  his  fathers,  while  his  disembodied 
spirit,  we  humbly  but  confidently  believe,  is  in  the 
bosom  of  his  God.  In  the  fulness  of  our  hearts  we 
may  well  exclaim,  our  Elisha  is  gone!  Did  he  let 
fall  his  mantle?  on  whom?  where  is  Elisha?  Echo 
answers,  where? 

People  of  America,  behold  your  Madison! — 
Though  delineated  by  a feeble  hand,  such  are  the 
strong  and  beautiful  features  of  the  original.  It  is 
hoped  this  attempt  to  portray  them  has  not  entirely 
failed. 

Let  us  conclude  by  supplicating  the  Great  Dis- 
poser of  events  to  sanctify  this  marvellous  model  of 
nuinan  purity  to  the  most  beneficent  ends;  that  it 
may  stand  forever  as  pole-star  of  the  moral  and  po- 
litical world,  that  the  rising  youth  may  resort  to  it, 
from  whence  to  draw  the  eternal  oracles  of  virtue, 
patriotism  and  wisdom;  that  statesmen  may  keep 
nis  example  forever  before  their  eyes,  and  learn 
thence  how  contemptible  are  distinctions  won  by 
fraud  or  violence,  when  compared  with  the  inappre- 
ciate  fame  of  Madison;  especially  that  his  succes- 
sors in  that  high  office,  to  which  so  much  of  the 
happiness  of  unborn  millions  is  confided,  may,  like 
him,  in  every  of  their  acts,  take  the  constitution  as 
their  guide,  their  country,  and  nothing  but  their 
country,  for  their  end;  and,  above  all,  that  the 
American  people  may  be  made  sensible  that  the  sa- 
cred trust  committed  to  them  can  be  preserved  only 
by  following  in  his  footsteps;  that,  like  him,  they 
may  get  knowledge  and  practise  virtue;  and  thus 


calling  down  the  blessing  of  heaven,  our  union,  our 
constitution  and  our  liberties  may  endure  forever. 


FRANCE  AND  SWITZERLAND. 

The  French  papers  have  for  the  last  two  or  three 
months,  adverted  frequently  and  at  some  length  to 
difficulties  existing  between  France  and  the  Swiss 
canton  of  Berne,  but  hitherto  we  have  not  been  able 
to  find  any  satisfactory  explanation  of  the  cause.  It 
was  understood  to  have  some  relation  to  parties  un- 
der political  suspicion,  living  in  Switzerland,  whose 
expulsion  was  desired  by  France,  but  farther  than 
this  we  have  hitherto  been  unable  to  make  discove- 
ry. Among  our  Paris  journals  received  by  the  In- 
dependence, we  have  found  documents,  nowever, 
which  disclose  the  origin  of  the  trouble;  an  origin 
paltry  enough,  to  become  the  subject  of  such  grave 
controversy  between  two  enlightened  nations. 

It  seems  that  an  Italian,  named  Augustus  Con- 
seil,  was  employed  by  the  police  of  Paris  to  act  as 
a spy  upon  certain  political  refugees,  living  in  Swit- 
zerland, and  to  this  end  was  furnished,  immediately 
after  the  attempt  of  Alibaud,  with  money,  a pass- 
port under  the  assumed  name  of  Napoleon  Cheli, 
and  instructions  to  repair  to  Berne,  where  he  was 
directed  to  ingratiate  himself  with  the  political  re- 
fugees, by  pretending  to  have  been  concerned  in 
the  attempts  of  Alibeaud  and  Fieschi.  To  facili- 
tate his  operations,  he  was  told  that  instructions 
would  be  forwarded  to  the  duke  de  Montebello,  the 
French  ambassador  in  Switzerland,  to  demand  from 
the  Swiss  vorort  the  expulsion  of  Augustus  Conseil 
as  a conspirator  with  Fieschi,  leaving  it  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  Conseil  to  bring  himself  within  the  cogni- 
zance of  the  Swiss  authorities,  if  necessary  for  the 
successful  accomplishment  of  his  mission.  Of  course 
the  identity  of  Napoleon  Cheli  with  Augustus  Con- 
seil would  not  be  discovered,  unless  that  personage 
should  himself  think  proper  to  reveal  it  in  the  pro- 
secution of  his  espionage. 

Unluckily,  however,  by  some  unaccountable  blun- 
der, it  seems  that  the  French  police  neglected  to 
apprise  the  duke  de  Montebello  of  this  arrangement; 
he  was  instructed,  indeed,  to  demand  the  expulsion 
of  Augustus  Conseil,  and  informed  that  Conseil  and 
Cheli  were  one  and  the  same  individual,  per  pass- 
port— but  he  was  not  advised  that  this  latter  fact 
was  only  to  be  communicated  to  the  Swiss  authori- 
ties in  case  of  necessity,  and  under  the  direction  of 
Conseil  himself.  Consequently,  the  duke,  on  the 
19th  of  July,  1836,  addressed  a note  to  the  council 
of  state  of  the  republic  of  Berne,  informing  them 
that  Conseil,  under  the  name  of  Cheli,  had  procur- 
ed a passport  for  Switzerland,  that  he  was  impli- 
cated in  the  affair  of  Fieschi,  and  professed  the 
most  dangerous  revolutionary  opinions,  and  de- 
manding his  immediate  arrest  and  expulsion  from 
the  limits  of  the  confederacy.  It  should  be  observ- 
ed that  Conseil  was  expressly  instructed,  before  he 
left  Paris,  not  to  present  himself  at  the  embassy  in 
Switzerland, 

The  demand  of  the  duke  de  Montebello  was  com- 
municated to  the  several  cantons  on  the  23d  of  July, 
and  on  the  6th  of  August  the  department  of  justice 
and  police  of  the  republic  of  Berne  gave  orders  to 
the  direction  of  the  central  police,  in  case  of  the  ar- 
rest of  Conseil  to  make  the  fact  instantly  known  to 
the  French  ambassador,  in  order  that  he  might  take 
measures  for  his  removal. 

On  the  10th  of  August  the  prefect  of  Nidau  was 
informed  that  a suspicious  character  was  among  the 
arrivals  at  the  principal  inn;  the  passports  of  the 
strangers,  three  in  number,  were  accordingly  ex- 
amined, and  disclosed  the  names  of  Berthola  and 
Migliari,  Italians,  and  of  “Francis  Hermann,  native 
of  Strasbourg,  merchant,  travelling  in  Switzerland 
on  affairs  of  commerce;”  this  last  bearing  the  attes- 
tation of  the  French  embassy,  dated  November  loth, 
1835,  and  signed  “le  charge  d’affaires  de  France,  G. 
de  Belleval."  The  date  of  this  paper  is  important, 
as  will  hereafter  appear. 

On  examining  the  papers  of  the  pretended  Her- 
mann, two  other  passports  were  found;  one  dated 
at  Ancona,  April  22,  1834,  bearing  the  name  of 
Augustus  Cheli  Conseil,  the  other  dated  at  Be- 
sangon,  August  4,  1836,  and  bearing  the  name  of 
Corelli. 

Conseil,  alias  Corelli,  alias  Hermann,  wras  arrest- 
ed in  compliance  with  the  requisition  of  the  duke 
de  Montebello,  and  immediately  declared  that  he 
was  in  the  service  of  the  French  police.  A preli- 
minary investigation  took  place,  and  on  the  20th  of 
August  an  act  of  accusation,  or,  as  we  should  call 
it,  indictment  was  found  against  him,  on  the  charge 
of  using  false  passports.  It  appeared  from  his  own 
declaration  that  in  pursuance  of  his  instructions,  he 
had,  on  the  10th  of  July,  applied  to  the  police  of 
Berne  for  a permit  of  residence,  representing  him- 
self by  the  name  of  Conseil,  as  a political  refugee 
from  France,  implicated  in  the  affairs  of  Fieschi 
and  Alibeaud,  that  the  permit  had  been  denied  him, 


and  he  had  been  ordered  to  leave  Berne,  but  tha 
he  had  nevertheless,  remained  until  the  22d  of  July: 
that  he  had  contrived  to  make  acquaintance  with 
certain  Italians,  political  refugees,  and  had  endea- 
vored to  persuade  two  of  them,  count  Berthola,  and 
a Venitian  named  Mataxa,  to  join  the  “societe  de 
Families,"  then  recently  founded  at  Paris,  as  an 
auxiliary  to  that  of  “The  Rights  of  Man”— thus  ex- 
ceeding his  legitimate  province  of  spy,  and  entering 
upon  that  of  an  inciter  to  political  ofl'ences  for  the 
purpose  of  informing. 

It  also  appeared  that  dreading  the  researches  of 
the  police  in  Berne,  he  left  that  place  on  the  22d  of 
July,  and  went  to  Besangon,  where  he  arrived  on 
the  24th,  and  immediately  wrote  to  Paris  for  in- 
structions. On  receiving  them  ho  went  to  the  pre- 
fecture, where  the  passport  bearing  the  name  of 
Corelli  was  given  him,  with  orders  .to  return  to 
Berne,  and  apply  for  farther  instructions  to  the 
Frencli  embassy.  On  the  6th  of  August  he  arrived 
at  Berne,  and  on  the  evening  of  that  day  applied  at 
the  embassy  for  instructions.  The  moment  he  pre- 
sented himself  to  the  duke  de  Montebello  the  latter 
told  him  of  the  demand  that  had  been  made  lor  his 
arrest  and  expulsion,  on  the  19th  of  July — of  the 
awkward  position  in  which  all  parties  were  placed 
by  this  contretemps — and  of  the  necessity  for  his 
immediate  departure  from  Berne;  to  which  end,  the 
duke  said,  he  would  give  him  a passport  under  an- 
other name,  with  which  he  must  endeavor  to  make 
his  escape  from  the  researches  of  the  Swiss  police. 
For  this  purpose  he  was  directed  to  come  again  to 
the  embassy  on  the  next  evening. 

In  the  meantime  the  four  Italians  with  whom 
Conseil  had  formed  an  acquaintance,  had  become 
suspicious  of  his  real  character,  and  devised  a plan 
to  ascertain  the  truth.  They  invited  him  to  break- 
fast with  them  at  a cabaret  but  little  frequented, 
on  the  morning  of  the  7th,  locked  the  door  of  the 
room,  declared  their  suspicions,  and  demanded  the 
key  of  his  trunk.  It  was  given  to  them  and  his 
papers  seized,  by  which  the^fact  of  his  being  a spy 
was  abundantly  established. 

Upon  this,  or  rather  while  one  of  the  four  was 
gone  to  examine  the  trunk,  Conseil,  who  seems  to 
have  united  the  qualities  of  fool  and  knave,  made 
a full  confession  to  the  Italians,  not  only  of  his 
connexion  with  the  French  police,  but  also  of  the 
embarrassment  into  which  his  presence  at  Berne 
had  thrown  the  duke  de  Montebello,  and  the  plan 
devised  by  the  latter  to  get  out  of  it,  and  agreed 
that  two  of  them,  Berthola  and  Migliari  should  go 
with  him  to  the  embassy  in  the  evening,  and  wait 
at  the  door  until  his  business  with  the  duke  was 
finished — they  were  determined  not  to  lose  sight  of 
him,  if  they  could  help  it. 

At  9 o’clock,  P.  M.  Conseil  went  to  the  embas- 
sy, and  saw  M.  de  Belleval,  the  duke’s  secretary, 
who,  after  some  conversation,  prepared  and  gave 
him  the  passport  bearing  the  name  of  Francis  Her- 
mann, and  falsely  dated  November  15,  1835,  al- 
though in  fact  made  out  on  the  7th  of  August,  1836. 
With  this  passport  M.  de  Belleval  also  gave  him 
money,  and  a list  of  eight  persons  in  six  different 
Swiss  towns,  whom  he  was  especially  instructed  to 
watch  over,  they  being  political  refugees. 

From  the  hotel  of  the  embassy  Conseil  proceed- 
ed at  once  to  join  the  Italians,  and  communicated 
to  them,  in  full,  the  instructions  he  had  just  re- 
ceived, showed  them  the  money  de  Belleval  had 
given  him,  and  solemnly  pledged  himself  never  to 
betray  either  of  the  eight  whom  he  had  been  spe- 
cially directed  to  surveiller.  Notwithstanding  this 
promise,  however,  the  Italians  resolved  to  expose 
the  true  character  of  Conseil,  and  it  was  through 
information  commuuicated  by  one  of  them,  (Mi- 
gliari), that  Conseil  was  arrested. 

Such,  very  considerably  abreviated,  is  the  histo- 
ry of  this  affair,  given  officially,  by  the  committee 
to  which  the  matter  was  referred  for  investigation 
and  report  by  the  Swiss  diet;  with  this  statement 
the  committee  gave  the  evidence  on  which  they 
assume  the  acts  to  be  established,  and  which  cer- 
tainly appears  conclusive,  but  as  it  would  occupy 
more  than  another  column,  we  have  omitted  it. 

The  Swiss  vorort  of  course  is  highly  indignant 
at  the  deceptive  course  pursued  by  the  French  am- 
bassador, in  order  to  make  the  police  and  govern- 
ment of  the  cantons  auxiliaries  of  the  French  police 
in  a system  of  espionage;  and  out  of  this  feeling, 
together  with  the  consequent  refusal  of  the  Swiss 
authorities,  to  act  against  political  refugees  at  the 
requisition  of  the  French  ambassador,  their  determi- 
nation to  punish  Conseil  for  his  violation  of  the 
police  regulations  of  Switzerland,  (travelling  with 
false  passports,  &c.)  and  their  loud  complaints  of 
of  the  bad  faith  and  misconduct  of  the  duke  and 
his  secretary  M.  de  Belleval,  have  grown  the  dis- 
putes, negotiations,  criminations  and  troubles  which 
have  figured  so  largely  among  the  political  occur- 
rences of  the  times.  [A7.  Y.  Com.  Mv. 
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FOREIGN  CHRONICLE. 

A sale  of  property  for  church  dues  was  lately  at- 
tempted near  Birmingham,  England,  Init  placards 
having  been  stuck  up  previously,  calling  upon  the 
friends  of  liberty  to  attend  and  see  justice  done  but 
not  to  bid,  the  church  wardens  and  auctioneers  were 
obliged  to  postpone  the  sale  indefinitely,  and  on  re- 
tiring were  pelted  with  stones  and  jostled  in  the  most 
rude  manner.  So  much  for  persons  being  required 
to  pay  for  a worship  which  they  do  not  attend. 

There  is  a hill  in  the  neighborhood  of  Tre  Mador 
Carnarvon,  Wales,  called  Moellv-guest  which,  on  one 
side  presents  a profile  likeness  of  the  duke  of  Wel- 
lington. The  height  of  the  hill  is  1,000  feet,  and  the 
angle  at  which  the  elevation  rises  is  such  as  to  pro- 
duce the  appearance  of  a person  lying  on  his  back 
with  bis  head  resting  on  a pillow.  There  is  a similar 
hill  in  New  Hampshire,  called  the  Profile  mountain, 
one  of  the  White  mountains,  and  one  at  Callou  hill, 
near  Edinburgh,  where  a rocky,  precipice,  viewed 
from  the  south  of  Holyrood  palace,  presents  a like- 
ness of  the  hero  of  Trafalgar,  a monument  to  whose 
memory  stands  not  far  above,  on  the  crown  ot  the 
hill. 

.1/.  Bird.  The  learned  and  scientific  M.  Biot  has 
been  delivering  some  very  remarkable  lectures  at  the 
college  de  France.  He  has  proved,  that  by  means  of 
polarized  rays,  it  is  possible  to  ascertain  the  chemical 
action  which  takes  place  between  bodies  held  in  solu- 
tion, in  various  liquids— an  action  which — has  not  yet 
been  discovered  by  less  delicate  means.  This  is  a 
new  branch  of  science,  created  as  it  were  by  this  great 
natural  philosopher,  from  which  the  most  important 
and  curious  results  may  be  expected. 

The  most  brilliant  display  of  gas  in  Europe  will  be 
that  of  the  Greenwich  railway  to  London  bridge. — ■ 
This  track,  which  it  will  be  recollected,  runs  on  high 
arches  over  the  street,  is  shortly  to  be  lighted. 

A project  is  on  foot  to  supply  London  with  sea  wa- 
ter for  bathing  and  other  purposed.  A plan  for  this 
purpose  1ms  been  submitted  to  the  directors  of  the 
Thames  Haven  Ilock  company,  according  to  which 
pipes  are  to  be  laid  along  their  rail  way,  which  being 
nearly  level,  will  require  but  a small  force  to  trans- 
mit a sufficient  quantity  of  water  to  supply  the  de- 
mands of  the  metropolis. 

Slave  shi/js  captured.  The  British  sloop  of  war 
Versal,  arrived  at  Halifax  on  the  20th  idt.  with  a Por- 
tuguese brig,  called  the  Foriex,  as  a prize,  which  had 
on  hoard  434  slaves.  The  sloop  of  war  had  previous- 
ly captured  two  vessels,  with  G8i  slaves  on  hoard. 

A goodly  sized  head.  Dr.  Klippstein,  a celebrat- 
ed German  geologist  has  lately  discovered  near  Alzei, 
a little  town  of  the  Rhine  Hesse,  on  digging  twenty- 
eight  feet  beneath  the  soil,  a head  of  the  huge  anlide- 
luvian  animal  called  the  “dinotherium  giganteum,”  in 
perfect  preservation.  The  head  was  six  feet  long  and 
three  and  a half  feet  hroad!  A shoulder  hone  was 
found  near  it,  supposed  to  have  belonged  to  the  same 
animal. 

The  increase  in  the  annual  amount  of  British  ex- 
ports in  eleven  years  is  said  to  have  been  twenty-one 
millions  four  hundred  and  seventy-seven  thousand 
and  fifteen  pounds  sterling.  The  time  selected  for 
the  comparison  is  1331  as  contrasted  with  the  year 
1819. 

The  city  of  Edinburgh  is  bankrupt.  It  is  indebted 
the  national  exchequer  and  to  private  creditors  to  the 
amount  of  between  £1)09,030  and  £700, 000. 

The  damage  done  by  a recent  hail  storm  in  the 
vicinity  of  Salisbury,  England,  is  estimated,  according 
to  the  claims  of  the  sufferers  themselves,  to  he  £7,243, 
or  $35,000. 

In  the  accounts  from  France  it  is  slated  that  the 
falling  off,  of  the  wheat  crops  the  present  year  has  not 
been  equalled  in  that  country  since  1815. 

'reus.  The  delivery  of  teas  during  a single  week 
in  London,  exceeded  500,000  chests. 

If  appears  that  the  extent  of  Texas  and  the  neigh- 
boring provinces  comprises  nine  hundred  and  one 
thousand  square  miles,  or  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  millions  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand  English 
acres;  nfihis  amount  one  hundred  and  sixtv-five  square 
miles,  or  one  hundred  and  four  millions  five  hundred 
and  sixty  thousand  English  acres  belong  to  Texas, 
(proper). 

Murder  of  priests.  An  old  priest,  who  lately  ar- 
rived in  England,  having  made  his  escape  from  Cata- 
lonia, Spain,  gives  a most  horrible  picture  of  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  that  unhappy  country.  He  states 
that  seven  parochial  priests  had  been  murdered  at 
NT  atiomiengo. 

The  French  government  have  determined  upon  us- 
ing ihe  iron  in  preference  to  the  brass  cannon. 

Numerous  family.  An  Irish  paper  mentions  a man 
residing  in  the  Claddali,  Golway,  who  had  his  thirty- 
eighth  child  baptised  on  the  5th  September. 

A friend  of  Joseph  Bonaparte  has  contradicted 
(very  indignantly  and  by  authority)  the  report  that  the 
ex-lcing  had  received  permission  to  visit  Corsica;  and 


says  that  he  never  has  applied  and  never  will  apply 
for  such  permission. 

The  Paris  papers  announce  that  the  king  will  soon 
pardon  and  set  at  liberty  more  than  On  persons  confin- 
ed for  political  offences.  Among  them  will  he  per- 
haps the  prisoners  at  Ham. 

A clock  maker  of  Boulogne  has  successfully  appli- 
ed^lie  elastic  force  of  compressed  air,  to  the  propel- 
ling of  clock  machinery. 

An  antique — a bull’s  head — equisitely  carved  in 
some  unknown  metal,  supposed  to  he  the  famous  Co- 
rinthian brass  of  the  Romans,  the  composition  of  which 
has  been  lost  for  many  ages,  was  dug  up,  lately,  iu 
Burgundy. 

The  health  of  M.  Martin  du  Nord,  minister  of  com- 
merce, is  completely  re-established. 

There  is  a clerk  in  the  French  war  department, 
who,  in  various  bullies,  has  received  nn  less  than  75 
wounds,  and  lias  been  twice  trepanned  fur  fractures  of 
the  skull.  His  name,  oddly  enough,  is  Laguerre — 
in  English,  War. 

Sixty-six  persons  committed  suicide  in  Paris,  dur- 
ing the  month  of  September. 

At  a dinner  given  by  count  Mole,  on  the  Oth  of  Oc- 
tober, count  Pozzo  di  Borgo  and  sir  Robert  Peel  were 
guests.  The  dinner  was  given  in  honor  of  the  king’s 
birth-day.  On  that  day  he  was  03  years  old. 

Five  vessels  of  war  have  sailed  from  Toulon  for  va- 
rious ports  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  to  protect  the 
French  consuls,  and  afford  assistance  ora  place  of  re- 
fuge to  French  residents,  in  case  of  trouble  growing 
out  of  the  revolution. 

The  hanking  interest  of  Madrid  has  advanced  about 
£300,000  to  the  government  on  the  security'  of  the 
forced  loan. 

Orchestral  instruments.  To  give  a proper  effect  to 
full  symphonies  or  overtures,  it  requires  at  least  thir- 
ty violins,  eight  violas,  eight  violoncellos,  six  double- 
basses,  two  flutes  (or  flute  and  piecola),  two  oboes, 
two  clarinets,  two  bassoons,  four  horns,  two  trumpets, 
three  trombones,  bass  horn  or  serpent,  a pair  of  ket- 
tle drums  anil  sometimes  a side  drum  and  triangles, 
making  a total  of  about  seventy  instruments;  we  be- 
lieve that  this  is  about  the  strength  of  the  Philharmoic 
band. 


DOMESTIC  CHRONICLE. 

According  to  the  National  Gazette,  ninety  resigna- 
tions of  officers  have  taken  place  in  the  army  since 
the  1st  of  July  last. 

The  circumstances  as  detailed  in  a Mempis  (Tetin.) 
paper  attending  a csesarian  operation  lately  perform- 
ed near  that  city,  are  of  an  affecting  character.  The 
mother  was  a young  and  lovely  woman,  who  had  been 
married  not  quite  a year — her  husband  was  arrested 
on  a charge  of  forgery  and  confined  in  the  county  jail, 
three  miles  from  the  place  of  their  residence — as 
soon  as  the  harrowing  fact  was  communicated  to  her, 
site  instantly  left  home  for  the  prison  in  a gig,  drawn 
by  an  almost  untamed  colt,  from  which  she  was  flung, 
and  instantly  killed.  Surgical  aid  was  fortunately 
near  at  hand,  and  from  the  womb  of  the  young,  and 
ijl-fated  mother,  was  extracted  a healthy  female  in- 
fant. 

The  mail  going  north,  says  the  Richmond  Compi- 
ler, is  about  to  he  expedited.  It  will  arrive  at  that 
city  from  the  south  at  half  past  3,  A.  M.  by  this  ar- 
rangement passengers  will  reach  Washington  at  half 
past  4 o’clock,  P.  M.  where  the  ears  for  Baltimore 
can  he  taken,  they  arrive  at  the  latter  city  about  8 in 
the  evening,  thus  making  the  trip  from  Richmond  to 
Baltimore  through  in  a day.  Two  daily  lines  are 
now  in  successful  operation  between  Richmond  and 
Washington. 

An  assessment  lately  made  nn  the  real  and  personal 
property  in  the  city  of  New  York  shows  a grand  total 
of  assessable  mean’s  of  $327,9S8,7S0,  of  wh/cli  the  por- 
tion of  real  estate  is  §253,201,191,  and  ol  personal 
§74,787,539,  being  an  increase  of  §23,183,824  over 
the  assessments  of  1S32  and  1833. 

Captain  Bradshaw,  of  the  ship  Lagoden,  lias  brought 
to  Salem  a specimen  of  pumice  stone,  probably  thrown 
out  by  a volcanic  eruption  under  the  water  near  the 
coast  ot  California.  He  sailed  for  about  20  miles 
through  a space  where  the  top  of  the  water  was  thick- 
ly covered  with  these  stones. 

; Twenty-five  cent  spurious  Mexican  pieces  are  now 
in  circulation  in  New  Orleans,  The  engraving  is  bad, 
and  the  counterfeit  can  easily  he  detected.  It  appears 
that  a number  ot  those  pieces  were  manufactured  at 
the  north,  of  pure  brass,  and  shipped  to  Mexico,  there 
to  he  finished  off  with  a little  quicksilver. 

At  a late  hoard  of  the  assistant  aldermen  of  the  city 
of  New  York  a resolution  was  adopted  to  apply  to  the 
general  government  for  the  establishment  in  that  city 
ot  a branch  ot  the  United  States  mint,  and  that  their 
delegates  in  congress  use  their  efforts  to  promote  the 
object. 


The  Boston  lyeeum  on  Tuesday  evening  the  1st 
inst.  coinmbnced  its  fall  campaign,  with  an  audieoce 
of  2,500  persons,  and  an  introductory  address  hi  the 
lion.  Daniel  Webster.  This  performance  was  a mas- 
terly essay  on  the  progress  of  popular  knowledge, 
philosophical,  profound  and  every  way  worthy  of  the 
orator;  hut  at  the  same  time  happily  adapted  to  the 
audience  and  the  occasion  which  called  him  out. 

It  is  stated  that  the  damage  to  vessels  in  and  off  the 
harbor  of  Chicago,  during  the  late  gale,  is  estimated 
at  from  §150,000  to  $200,000.  This  is  ascribed  to 
the  supiueness  of  the  government  in  not  making  the 
necessary  appropriations  for  the  improvement  ol  har- 
bors on  Lake  Michigan  at  a seasonable  lime. 

Early  pledgee.  A German  in  Cecil  county,  Md.  aged 
sixty-three,  hut  who  rejoices  in  a wife  aged  seventy, 
has  lately  been  presented  by  his  spouse  with  a pair  ot 
twins! 

A regulation  lias  been  recently  adopted  by  the  uni- 
versity of  N.  Carolina  by  w hich  any  native  ol  the  state 
of  suitable  talents  and  moral  conduct,  mm,  it  too  in- 
digent to  defray  college  expenses,  be  admitted,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  faculty,  to  the  recitations  ol  the 
classes  free  of  tuition  fees;  and  also  he  admitted  to 
such  l ooms  of  the  college  as  may  out  necessarily  he 
occupied  hv  those  students  who  pay. 

Rain  and  snore.  A storm  of  rain  began  at  Boston 
on  Wednesday  evening  the  4th  inst.  accompanied  with 
a pretty  strong  easterly  wind.  Yesterday  morning  it 
began  to  snow,  and  continued  till  afternoon.  At  one 
time  the  flakes  were  ‘‘thick  and  heavy,”  hut  most  of  it 
melted  iu  the  course  of  the  day. 

Powder  mill  blown  vp.  On  Friday  afternoon  of  last 
week,  the  powder  mill  in  Southwick,  Mass,  belong- 
ing to  Messrs.  Tyron  fk  Co.  was  blown  up  so  as  to  lie 
a complete  wreck.  The  laborers  narrowly  escaped, 
having  left  the  mill  only  three  or  four  minutes  before. 
Loss  estimated  at  about  §0,000. 

The  legislature  of  Arkansas  has  fixed  the  salaries 
of  t lie  government  officers  as  follows,  viz: — salary  ot 
governor,  2,000;  secretary  of  state,  $700,  auditor, 
$700;  treasurer,  G00;  prosecuting  attorney,  $300; 
judges  of  the  supreme  court,  §l,SO0;  circuit  judges, 
$1,200. 

The  frigate  Macedonian  having  been  reconstructed 
was  launched  on  the  1st  inst.  from  the  Gosport  navy 
yard,  amid  the  firing  of  cannon  from  the  Java  frigate, 
and  the  cheers  of  a vast  concourse  of  spectators. 

The  Cleveland  (Ohio)  Advertiser  ot  the  2Slh  till, 
says — “About  two  o’clock  this  morning,  another  at- 
tempt was  made  to  blow  up  the  bridge  connecting  this 
and  Ohio  city,  which  we  regret  to  say,  was  attended 
with  more  success  than  the  former  one.  It  seems  that 
a hole  had  been  made  in  the  solid  stone  abutment 
wall,  on  the  Ohio  city  side,  in  which  was  placed  a keg 
of  powder,  which  exploded,  throwing  a portion  of  the 
wall  into  the  river;  some  of  the  stones  forcing  their 
way  up  through  the  plank  flooring  of  the  bridge. — • 
The  frame  work  of  the  bridge  is  not  materially  injur- 
ed, and  it  is  still  in  a passable  state.  The  shock  was 
so  violent  as  to  awaken  all  those  residing  near  the 
bridge.  Three  men  were  seen  by  a resident  of  Ohio 
city  to  run  past  his  house,  soon  after  the  explosion, 
from  the  bridge  toward  the  centre  of  the  city,  but 
there  was  not  light  enough  to  identify  them.” 

For  several  days  previous  to  the  4ih  instant,  a de- 
structive fire  has  been  raging  in  the  mountains  west  of 
Haverslraw,  N.  Y.  Great  damage  has  been  done  to 
the  wood,  timber  and  fences,  and  in  some  instances 
barns  and  dwellings  have  been  destroyed. 

The  People’s  hank  at  Bangor  lias  been  selected  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  as  a bank  of  deposile. 

A farmer  in  the  neighborhood  of  Springfield,  Ohio, 
recently  excavated  thirteen  human  skeletons , while 
digging  a cellar  on  the  edge  of  a small  prairie.  They 
were  probably  the  remains  of  Indian  “braves,”  who 
have  fallen  in  battle. 

An  ingenious  mechanic  of  Albany  lias  invented  what 
he  calls  a “milkometcr,”  to  test  the  quality  of  milk, 
and  tell  how  great  a proportion  of  chalk,  water  or 
lime,  it  contains.  Such  an  instrument  is  very  much 
needed. 

Coal  at  home.  It  is  said  that  excavations  have  been 
made  in  the  vicinity  of  Newburgh,  lor  the  purpose  of 
discovering  coal,  with  success.  Specimens  have  been*, 
obtained  which  warrant  the  belief  that  a full  supply 
of  anthracite  of  the  best  quality  will  he  found  upon  the 
borders  of  the  Hudson. 

The  work  is  to  he  resumed  with  vigor  by  a mining 
company  possessing  a large  capital. 

From  a record  of  the  thermometer  during  a week 
in  October  last,  the  editor  of  the  New  York  Ameri- 
can is  led  to  expect  a mild  winter  this  year.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  his  anticipations  w ill  he  realized, 
hut  thus  far,  there  has  been  with  ns  no  good  rea- 
son to  form  similar  opinions.  Our  nutums  usually 
are  much  less  various  in  their  temperature,  and  on 
the  whole  warmer  than  the  present.  Our  impres- 
sions are  not  derived  from  the  same  accurate  sources 
as  those  of  the  New  York  American,  and  may  ho  er- 
roneous. 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER. 


Fifth  series.  No.  12. — Vol.  I.] 

BALTIMORE,  NOVEMBER  19,  1836. 

[Vol.  LI. — Whole  No  1,312 

THE  PAST — THE  PRESENT — FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

EDITED,  PRINTED 

AND  PUBLISHED,  BY  WILLIAM  OGDEN  NILES,  AT  $5  PER  ANNUM, 

PAYAELE  IN  ADVANCE. 

Ocf-The  hon.  Martin  Van  Buren,  vice  president 
of  the  United  States,  arrived  in  Baltimore,  on  his 
way  to  the  seat  of  government,  on  Thursday  last. 
Thomas  W.  Veazey,  governor  of  Maryland,  arriv- 
ed in  Baltimore  on  the  same  day. 

(KJ-It  will  be  seen  by  page  185  that  Mr.  Linthi- 
cum,  of  Anne  Arundel,  another  of  the  recusants, 
has  gone  into  the  college,  making,  in  all,  twenty- 
three  members  who  have  qualified.  It  is  probable 
that  other  members  will  qualify  to-day,  and  a se- 
nate be  chosen  forthwith. 

The  following  notice  from  the  Marlboro’  (Prince 
George’s)  Gazette,  shows  the  temper  with  which 
the  governor’s  proclamation  has  been  responded  to 
in  that  section  of  the  state. 

Pleasant  Prospect,  Nov.  14 th,  1836. 

Fellow  soldiers:  The  governor  of  Maryland  in  his 
proclamation  of  the  8th  inst.  (after  calling  upon  the 
civil  officers,  “calls  also  upon  the  military  officers 
and  citizens  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness,”  &c). 
Under  this  clause,  I,  as  major  of  the  2d  cavalry 
district,  call  upon  you,  as  good  and  true  lovers  of 
your  country,  to  meet  at  the  court  house  in  Upper 
Marlboro’  on  Saturday  next,  the  19th  inst.  at  11 
o’clock,  A.  M.  to  organize  as  volunteers  and  join 
with  me  and  offer  our  services  to  the  executive  in 
case  of  necessity,  in  the  present  critical  period  of 
our  beloved  state. 

John  Contee,  major  of  cavalry. 

Gen.  Gaines’  letter  to  a committee  of  the 
citizens  of  Mobile,  who  invited  him  to  partake  of  a 
public  dinner,  is  inserted  in  the  present  sheet.  In 
it  he  indignantly  repels  the  charges  which  have 
been  recently  preferred  against  him,  and  condemns 
the  disposition  which  has  been  manifested  to  pre- 
judge his  case,  &c. 

M.  Paoeot,  charge  d’affaires  from  France  to  the 
United  States,  with  his  family,  accompanied  by  M. 
Saligny  and  M.  Montholon,  who  reached  New 
York  a few  days  ago  in  the  packet  ship  Sylvie  de 
Grasse,  has  arrived  in  Washington. 

Presidential  election.  The  presidential  elec- 
tion has  terminated  in  all  the  states,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  South  Carolina,  which  votes  by  the  legisla- 
ture— we  have  not,  however,  received  the  official 
returns  from  a single  state,  and  must  defer  our 
detailed  exhibit  of  the  vote  in  each,  until  they  are 
received.  The  following  will  suffice  for  the  pre- 
sent. 

From  Maine  we  have  but  few  returns.  There  is 
no  doubt  but  that  the  state  has  gone  for  the  Van 
Buren  ticket  by  a large  majority. 

New  Hampshire  .has  gone  for  the  Van  Buren 
ticket  by  a small  vote. 

In  Massachusetts  109  town  had  been  heard  from 
which  gave  23,733  votes  for  Everett,  (W.)  and 
21,220  for  Morton,  (V.  B.) 

Congressional  election.  In  the  Suffolk  district, 
Richard  Fletcher  is  elected  by  4,622  votes.  The 
opposing  candidate,  A masa  Walker,  had  2,895  votes 
and  there  were  13  scattering. 

In  the  2d  district,  consisting  of  the  south  part  of 
Essex  county,  Stephen  C.  Phillips  is  re-elected  by 
a majority  of  226  votes. 

In  the  3d  district,  consisting  of  the  north  part  of 
Essex  county  and  apart  of  Middlesex,  Cabal  Cush- 
ing is  undoubtedly  re-elected. 

In  the  4th  or  Middlesex  district,  Mr.  Hoar  has 
probably  lost  his  election,  and  Mr.  Parmenter,  the 
Van  Buren  candidate,  is  elected  in  his  place. 

In  the  8th  district,  Mr.  Hastings,  the  whig  candi- 
date, is  supposed  to  be  elected  by  about  500  ma- 
jority over  Mr.  A.  H.  Everett. 

In  Connecticut  the  Van  Buren  majority  is  stated 
at  620  and  at  694.  The  vote  for  members  of  con- 
gress will  not  vary  much  from  the  above.  The  vote 
for  the  recent  amendments  to  the  constitution  was 
nearly  unanimous. 

Vermont  has  gone  for  the  whig  ticket  by  a large 
vote. 

N aw  York.  The  last  number  of  the  Albany  “Ar- 
gus” received  contains  returns  from  all  the  counties 
in  the  state  except  three,  which  give  a Van  Buren 
majority  of  26,471.  The  vote  for  the  Van  Buren 
candidates  for  governor  and  lieutenant  governor, 
will  be  nearly  equal  to  that  received  by  the  electo- 
ral ticket. 
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The  “Argus”  says  that  the  house  of  assembly 
will  consist  of  about  96  republican  members  and  32 
whigs,  and  that  republican  candidates  have  been 
elected  in  six  of  the  eight  senatorial  districts — in 
five  of  them  by  great  majorities. 

The  following  is  given  as  the  result  of  the  con- 
gressional election  as  far  as  heard  from. 

1st  district,  Thomas  B.  Jackson;  2d  do.  Abraham 
Vanderveer;  3d  do.  C.  C.  Cambreleng,  Ely  Moore, 
Edward  Curtis,  Ogden  Hoffman;  4th  do.  Governeur 
Kemble;  5th  do.  Obadiah  Titus;  6th  do.  Nathaniel 
Jones;  7th  do.  John  C.  Brodhead;  8th  do.  Zadock 
Pratt,  Robert  McClellan;  9th  do.  Henry  Vail;  10th 
do.  Albert  Gallup;  11th  do.  John  I.  De  Graff;  12th 
do.  Samuel  Russell;  13th  do.  John  Palmer;  14th  do. 
James  B.  Spencer;  15th  do.  John  Edwards;  16th 
do.  Arphaxed  Loomis;  17th  do.  Henry  A.  Foster, 
Abraham  P.  Grant,  R.  B.  Miller,  (24th  congress); 
18th  do.  Isaac  H.  Bronson;  19th  do.  John  H.  Pren- 
tiss; 20th  do.  Amasa  J.  Parker;  21st  do.  John  C. 
Clark;  22d  do.  Andrew  D.  W.  Bruyn,  Hiram  Gray; 
23d  do.  William  Taylor,  Bennet  Bicknell;  24th  do. 
William  H.  Noble;  25th  do.  Samuel  Birdsall;  26th 
do.  Mark  H.  Sibley;  27th  do.  John  T.  Andrews; 
28th  do.  Timothy  Childs;  29th  do.  William  Patter- 
son; 32d  do.  Millard  Fillmore;  33d  do.  Charles  F. 
Mitchell.  The  30th  and  31st  districts  not  heard 
from.  Whigs  in  italic. 

The  congressional  election  in  the  city  of  New 
York  resulted  as  follows: 


Hoffman, 

Curtis, 

Wagener, 

Wheeler, 


Whigs. 


16,421 

17,474 

14,588 

15,936 


Van  Buren. 


Cambreleng 

McKeon, 

Moore, 

Lee, 


16,416 

15,896 

16,617 

16,157 


Messrs.  Hoffman,  Curtis,  (whigs),  Moore  and 
Cambreleng,  (Van  Buren),  are  elected.  The  pre- 
sent members  of  congress  from  New  York  city  are 
all  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren. 

The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  says,  the 
following  persons  are  elected  to  the  assembly  from 
the  city. 

Van  Buren. 
Thomas  Hertell, 

F.  B.  Cutting, 

C.  P.  Clinch, 

Thomas  W.  Tucker, 
Thomas  G.  Tallmadge, 


Whigs. 

J.  I.  Labagh, 

George  Zabriskie, 
Henry  Andrew, 
Clinton  Roosevelt, 
Robert  Townsend,  jr. 


Anson  Wills.  J.  M.  Valentine. 

There  is  one  vacancy,  which  is  to  be  supplied  by 
a new  election.  It  was  occasioned  by  a tie  between 
Mr.  C.  Paterson,  (W.)  and  Mr.  Stoneall,  (V.  B.) 
Relative  to  the  disputed  vote  supposed  to  be  for 
Thomas  G.  Paterson,  there  was  a candidate  named 
Thomas  C.  Pinckney,  and  as  the  vote  was  a written 
one  and  blotted,  it  could  not  be  ascertained  whether 
it  was  for  Paterson  or  Pinckney. 

The  vote  in  the  city  for  governor  stood — Marcy 
16,561;  whig  16,340.  Van  Buren  majority  1,116. 
James  Buel  15,971.  Marcy’s  majority,  590.  On  the 
electoral  ticket,  the  average  Van  Buren  vote  was 
17,456.  Gullick,  the  whig  candidate  for  register, 
was  elected  over  the  regularly  nominated  V.  B. 
candidate  by  a large  majority. 

New  Jersey  has  chosen  Harrison  electors  by  a 
majority  stated  at  from  500  to  1,000. 

In  Pennsylvania  from  returns  official,  and  from 
papers  published  in  the  respective  counties,  and 
given  as  official,  it  appears  that  Van  Buren’s  ma- 
jority is  about  4,291.  The  state  of  parties  in  the 
convention  is  not  yet  satisfactorily  ascertained — 
but  neither  party  will  have  a majority  of  more  than 
one  vote. 

Delaware.  The  State  Journal  of  the  18th  inst. 
says  the  majority  of  the  Harrison  electors  in  this 
state  is  precisely  583. 

In  Sussex,  the  majority  is  557 

In  Kent  167 


In  New  Castle.  Van  Buren  majority 


724 
141 

Harrison  majority  583 

Virginia.  Returns  from  ninety-one  counties  and 
cities,  composed  in  part  of  majorities  only — give 
the  following  result.  Whig  16,292,  Van  Buren 
20,861. 

North  Carolina.  The  Raleigh  “Register”  and 
other  papers  place  the  Van  Buren  ticket  about  1,200 
ahead  in  fifteen  counties,  comprising  some  of  the 
strongest  Jackson  counties  in  the  state. 


Georgia.  Nineteen  counties  had  been  heard  from 
which  give — for  the  White  ticket  8,154,  Van  Bu- 
ren 6,106. 

In  Kentucky  the  returns  show  a considerable  ma- 
jority in  favor  of  the  whig  ticket. 

In  Ohio  the  whig  majority  is  stated  at  from  5 to 
7,000. 

Indiana.  The  returns  from  this  state  are  very 
imperfect,  but  both  parties  consider  them  favorable. 

Georgia.  The  legislature  of  Georgia  assem- 
bled at  Milledgville  on  the  7th  inst.  Robert  M. 
Echols  was  elected  president,  and  J.  T.  Lamar  se- 
cretary of  the  senate;  and  Joseph  Day  speaker,  and 
Joseph  Sturges  clerk  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives. On  the  8th  instant  the  governor  delivered 
his  annual  message,  which  contains  an  interesting 
narrative  ®f  the  Creek  war,  and  shall  have  a place 
in  the  next  “Register.” 

The  express  mail  commenced  running  on  the 
15th  inst.  The  offices  at  which  the  express  mail 
will  be  opened  are  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Wil- 
mington, Baltimore,  Washington,  Alexandria,  Fre- 
dericksburg, Richmond,  Petersburg,  Raleigh,  Fay- 
etteville, Columbia,  Augusta,  Milledgeville,  Ma- 
con, Columbus,  Montgomery,  Mobile  and  New  Or- 
leans. The  letters  intended  for  this  mail  must  be 
marked  “express  mail,”  and  they,  including  public 
despatches,  will  be  charged  tripple  postage.  No 
free  letters  or  letters  containing  money,  or  letters 
(not  public  despatches)  exceeding  half  an  ounce  in 
weight,  or  letters  for  Philadelphia,  will  be  sent  by 
the  express  mail. 

Slips  from  newspapers,  not  to  exceed  two  co- 
lumns of  the  paper,  in  each  case,  may  he  sent  free 
from  one  newspaper  publisher  to  another,  in  ex- 
change. 

From  the  Globe  of  Thursday. 

Express  mail.  This  mail  commenced  running  on 
Tuesday  last.  It  left  Philadelphia  at  half  past  two 
A.  M.  and  reached  Baltimore  fifteen  minutes  be- 
fore ten,  being  two  hours  ard  three  quarters  less 
than  contract  time. 

It  left  Baltimore  at  one  P.  M.  and  arrived  in 
Washington  at  twenty-five  minutes  past  four,  being 
thirth-five  minutes  less  than  contract  time. 

It  arrived  from  Fredericksburg,  Va.  at  five  mi- 
nutes before  two  P.  M.  and  left  for  the  south  at 
half  after  four  P.  M. 

Joseph  Mahan  is  the  contractor  between  Phila- 
delphia and  Baltimore,  and  Messrs.  Hammitt,  Hut- 
chins, Weart  and  Steele,  from  Baltimore  to  Frede- 
ricksburg, Va.  The  promptness  of  these  gentle- 
men in  making  their  arrangements,  and  the  spirit 
with  which  they  have  commenced  the  service,  ar- 
gue well  for  the  success  of  the  enterprise,  and  the 
advancement  of  their  own  reputation.  It  is  hoped 
that  a few  days  will  put  it  in  our  power  to  speak 
with  equal  commendation  of  all  the  contractors  on 
the  line. 

The  United  States  and  Mexico.  The  New 
York  papers  announce  that  Mr.  Gorostiza  has  em- 
barked, with  all  his  legation,  for  Mexico. 

The  New  York  Courrier  des  Etats  Unis,  of  Sa- 
turday last  states  that,  having  in  vain  insisted  upon 
the  withdrawal  of  the  United  States  troops  from  the 
territory  of  Mexico,  Mr.  Gorostiza  had  no  alterna- 
tive left. 

The  Courrier  promises,  in  its  next  number,  a 
copy  of  the  last  despatch  of  Mr.  Gorostiza,  and, 
in  the  mean  time,  publishes  this  important  and  de- 
cisive extract: 

“The  note  of  Mr.  Dickens  left  the  undersigned 
no  hope.  The  explanations  given  to  him  in  the 
name  of  the  president  convinced  him,  moreover,  of 
how  little  Mexico  has  to  expect  from  the  United 
States,  since  her  most  sacred  rights  and  dearest  in- 
terests are  sacrificed  to  the  shadow  of  an  imagi- 
nary danger.  Mexico  is  insulted  and  wronged  out 
of  pure  precaution. 

“Under  such  discouraging  circumstances,  the  un- 
dersigned would  be  wanting  in  his  duty,  if,  as  re- 
presentative of  Mexico,  he  failed  to  use  the  only 
means  left  him  to  express  at  least  how  much  he  is 
wounded  by  the  wrongs  done  to  his  county  by  the 
United  States;  he  therefore  declares,  upon  his  own 
responsibility,  that,  from  this  moment,  he  considers  his 
mission  at  an  end.” 
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Vacancies  in  congress.  In  Pennsylvania 
James  Black,  of  Perry  county,  has  been  elected  to 
congress,  from  the  thirteenth  district,  in  place  of 
Jesse  Miller,  appointed  first  auditor.  In  Connecti- 
cut gen.  Orris  Holt,  (V.  B.)  has  been  elected  to 
supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation 
of  Andrew  T.  Judson,  (V.  B.)  Horace  Everett 
has  been  re-elected  to  congress,  from  the  state  of 
Vermont,  and  F.  O.  J.  Smith  from  Maine.  The 
two  latter  failed  at  the  first  election,  in  consequence 
of  not  having  a majority  of  the  whole  number  of 
votes. 

Judge  White  and  a national  bank.  The 
following  letter  was  addressed  by  judge  White  to 
col.  A.  A.  Kincannon  of  Lincoln  county,  Tenn.  in 
answer  to  a letter  from  him  requesting  the  judge’s 
opinion  respecting  the  power  of  congress  to  charter 
a national  bank. 

Jackson,  Sept.  19,  1836. 

Dear  sir.  Your  letter  dated  the  14th  instant  was 
handed  to  me  on  the  evening  of  the  15th,  when  on 
my  journey  to  this  place,  and  I had  no  convenient 
opportunity  of  answering  it  till  my  arrival  here. 

I conceive  the  question  of  rechartering  the  late 
bank  of  the  United  States  now  at  an  end.  I was 
opposed  to  the  act  granting  the  charter  in  the  year 
1816,  when  the  bill  was  before  congress,  and  so 
wrote  to  Mr.  Blount,  the  then  representative  in  con- 
gress from  my  district.  I have  been  uniformly  op- 
posed to  it  ever  since,  and  have  repeatedly  expressed 
the  opinion  that  congress  had  no  power  to  charter 
a bank  to  do  business  within  the  limits  of  the  states, 
and  if  such  power  did  exist  it  would  be  impolitic  to 
exercise  it. 

The  reasons  for  these  opinions  I have  on  more 
than  one  occasion  publicly  assigned,  and  will  now 
only  add  that  they  have  not  undergone  any  change. 

A national  bank,  founded  on  the  public  funds, 
has  been  sometimes  spoken  of,  and  may  yet  be  in 
contemplation.  To  such  an  institution  I am  equal- 
ly opposed.  Indeed  were  such  an  institution  created, 
and  put  under  the  control  of  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, it  would,  in  my  opinion,  put  the  liberty  of  the 
country  entirely  at  the  discretion  of  the  executive 
of  the  United  States,  to  which  I could  never  con- 
sent. 

I flatter  myself  that  if  any  have  entertained 
doubts  as  to  my  opinion  at  present,  on  the  subject 
of  the  bank  or  a bank,  the  above  statement  will  re- 
move them.  Very  respectfully,  your  obd’t  serv’t. 

HUGH  L.  WHITE. 

Col.  A.  A.  Kincannon. 

The  money  market.  The  Boston  Atlas  of 
Monday  last  says: — We  are  authorised  to  state, 
which  we  do  with  the  greatest  satisfaction,  that  the 
banks  of  this  city  have  united  in  an  arrangement 
by  which  they  will  use  their  best  efforts  to  aliord 
all  the  relief  in  their  power  to  the  mercantile  com- 
munity under  the  existing  severe  pressure  in  the 
money  market.  We  understand  that  they  have 
agreed  to  discount  to  an  amount  which  cannot  fail 
to  effect  this  important  and  highly  desirable  object. 

Naval.  The  changes,  notices,  &c.  as  ascertain- 
ed at  the  navy  department,  during  the  month  of 
July,  1836,  are  as  follows:  The  vessels  attached  to 
the  Mediterranean  station  are,  the  frigates  Consti- 
tution, Potomac  and  United  States,  the  sloop  John 
Adams,  and  the  schooner  Shark.  To  the  West 
India  station,  the  frigate  Constellation,  the  sloops 
Vandalia,  St.  Loui3,  Warren,  Concord,  Boston  and 
Natchez.  To  the  coast  of  Brazil,  the  sloop  Erie. 
To  the  Pacific,  the  frigate  Brandywine  and  schoon- 
er Boxer.  The  vessels  cruizing  in  the  East  In- 
dies, are  the  sloop  Peacock  and  the  schooner  En- 
terprise. 

The  Constitution  was  at  Gibraltar  the  20th  April, 
at  Mahon  6th  May,  and  sailed  from  Toulon  for  Na- 
ples on  the  1st  of  June.  The  Potomac,  the  John 
Adams,  and  the  Shark,  also  sailed  from  Toulon  for 
Naples  on  the  1st  of  June.  The  United  States  was 
spoken  on  the  22d  June,  lat.  37,  47,  N.  long.  46,  W. 
She  sailed  from  New  York  for  the  Mediterranean  on 
the  12th  of  June.  The  Constellation,  commodore 
Dallas,  and  the  St.  Louis,  captain  Rousseau,  were 
at  Pensacola  on  the  16th  July.  The  Concord  was 
at  Tampa  Bay,  on  the  16th  July.  The  Warren 
sailed  from  Pensacola  on  the  24th  of  June  for  Tam- 
pico and  Vera  Cruz.  The  Grampus  sailed  from 
Pensacola  on  the  24th  of  June  for  Tampico  and 
Vera  Cruz.  The  Vandalia  was,  at  the  last  ac- 
counts, cruizing  on  the  coast  of  Hayti  and  Vene- 
zuela. The  Boston  sailed  from  Boston  on  the  10th 
July,  and  the  Natchez  will  sail  from  this  port  for 
the  West  Indies  in  a few  days.  The  Erie  was  at 
Rio  on  the  24th  April,  and  was  about  to  sail  for 
Buenos  Ayres,  via.  St.  Catharines  and  Montevideo. 
The  Ontario  arrived  at  New  York  on  the  24th  June, 


from  Rio,  whence  she  sailed  on  the  22d  of  April. 
The  Brandywine  arrived  at  Valparaiso  on  the  19th 
of  March.  She  was  still  at  Valparaiso  on  the  6th 
of  April.  The  Vincennes  arrived  at  Norfolk  on 
the  6th  of  June.  The  Porpoise  is  about  to  pro- 
ceed from  Boston  on  special  service  for  the  ex- 
amination of  the  southern  ports  of  the  United  States. 
The  Peacock  and  the  Enterprise,  were  at  Batavia 
Roads  on  the  15th  of  February,  1836. 

The  following  notice  in  reference  to  the  mails  is 
published  in  the  Globe: 

"The  mails  for  the  Mediderranean  can  be  for- 
warded by  a store  ship,  (Constellation)  to  sail  from 
Norfolk  lor  Port  Mahon  about  the  15th  August. 

For  the  Pacific,  by  the  packet,  as  usual,  on  the 
10th  of  August,  from  New  York,  via.  Kingston, 
Jamaica. 

Navy  department,  July  30,  1836. 

The  United  States  frigate  Potomac  was  spoken 
on  the  1st  of  October  in  the  straits  of  Gibraltar, 
bound  home  by  the  way  of  Africa  and  the  West 
Indies — officers  and  crew  all  well. 

Captain  Whitney  of  the  bark  Gaspar,  at  Boston, 
from  Canton,  June  1,  reports  at  Macao,  United 
States  schooner  Boxer,  captain  very  sick. 

The  United  States  ship  Peacock,  and  U.  States 
schooner  Enterprise,  arrived  at  Canton  on  the  27th 
of  May,  and  was  expected  to  sail  about  the  1st  of 
July  on  a cruize.  Died,  on  board  the  United  States 
ship  Peacock,  February  22,  1S36,  William  Lewis, 
(black),  seaman;  March  1,  Charles  Fisher,  (black), 
seaman;  April  10,  Daniel  K.  Thomas,  seaman;  April 
12,  Sam.  Waggoner,  marine;  May  1,  Henry  Mount, 
marine.  The  sickness  prevailing  on  board  the  ship 
is  dysentery. 

The  United  States  ship  Warren  arrived  at  Nor- 
folk on  Wednesday  the  9th  instant,  after  a two 
years  cruize  on  the  West  India  station — officers  and 
crew  all  well. 

Death  of  lieut.  Campbell.  Intelligence  has 
been  received  by  the  Horatio  at  N.  York  from  Can- 
ton, of  the  decease  of  lieut.  Archibald  S.  Campbell, 
commander  of  the  United  States  schooner  Enter- 
prise, who  died  at  Macao,  June  3d,  and  also  of  the 
demise  of  Mr.  Roberts,  United  States  commercial 
agent,  who  died  on  the  11th  of  June. 

The  Winnebagoes.  The  Galena  Advertiser  of 
the  22d  ultimo,  states  that  governor  Dodge,  the 
commissioner  for  that  purpose,  had  failed  in  his 
negotiation  with  the  Winnebago  Indians,  for  a fur- 
ther cession  of  their  lands  to  the  United  States. 
The  same  paper  says: 

“We  further  learn  that  on  Monday  evening  last, 
Mr.  Paquette,  long  and  favorably  known  as  an  In- 
dian trader  and  interpreter,  was  shot  by  a son  of 
Whirling  Thunder,  a prominent  chief  of  the  tribe.” 

The  Belmont  Journal  gives  the  the  following 
account  of  the  death  of  Mr.  P.  from  an  eye-witness. 
“Some  of  the  Indians  instigated,  it  was  said,  by  a 
family  of  half  breeds,  named  Greenough,  propagat- 
ed a report  that  Mr.  P.  had  acted  treacherously  in 
his  capacity  of  interpreter.  Indignant  at  having 
his  correctness  questioned,  the  deceased  pursued 
several  of  the  family  above  alluded  to,  all  of  whom 
fled  before  him,  until  he  was  some  considerable 
distance  from  the  place  where  the  treaty  was  being 
held.  While  returning  from  the  fruitless  pursuit, 
his  murderer  emerged  from  a copse  of  wood,  and 
ordering  him  to  stand,  avowed  his  intention  of  shoot- 
ing him.  The  deceased  deliberately  bared  his  bo- 
som, and  remarking  that  he  feared  not  to  die,  bade 
him  fire,  The  ball  of  the  Indian  passed  through  his 
heart,  and  he  almost  instantly  expired.  The  author 
of  the  deed,  with  stoical  indifference,  expressed  a 
perfect  willingness  to  expiate  his  offence  with  his 
own  life.  Mr.  Pacquette,  we  are  informed,  was  a 
man  of  noble  and  generous  qualities,  and  had 
scarcely  an  enemy  in  the  world.  He  was  in  our 
service  during  the  Black  Hawk  war,  and  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  cool  and  collected  courage 
in  every  emergency.” 

Attempted  revolution  in  Chili.  By  an  ar- 
rival at  Baltimore  from  Valparaiso,  we  learn  that 
ex-general  Freise,  formerly  president  of  Chili,  fit- 
ted out  an  expedition  at  Callao,  composed  of  the 
ship  Monteaguada  and  the  war  brig  General  Orbe- 
goso,  manned  chiefly  by  deserters  and  disappointed 
Chilians,  amounting  in  all  to  about  80  men,  and  on 
the  7th  of  July  sailed  for  the  island  of  Chiloe,  in 
the  south  part  of  Chili,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting 
a revolution  against  the  existing  government.  It 
was  Freise’s  intention  to  touch  at  the  island  of 
Juan  Fernandez,  and  there  release  and  take  into 
his  service  the  convicts  placed  there  by  the  Chilian 
government — but  on  their  passage  up,  the  crew  of 
the  ship  Monteaguada  rose  on  their  officers  and 
confined  them  in  irons  to  the  deck,  and  brought 
the  ship  into  Valparaiso  on  the  5th  or  6th  of  Aug. 


and  gave  her  up,  with  the  officers  on  board,  to  the 
Chilian  government. 

This  information  caused  great  alarm  at  V alp&* 
raiso  and  St.  Jago;  all  business  was  at  end,  and 
a revolution  expected  by  many.  The  Chilian 
government  took  very  strong  and  energetic  mea- 
sures to  counteract  Freise.  An  embargo  was  laid 
on  all  the  ports  in  the  north  of  Chili  on  the  30th 
July,  which  lasted  until  the  20th  Aug.  at  Valparai- 
so, but  was  still  kept  on  at  the  other  ports.  Gun 
boats  were  fitted  out  for  the  protection  of  Valparai- 
so harbor,  and  martial  law  proclaimed.  Troops 
were  immediately  despatched  south,  and  all  the  na- 
val force  put  in  requisition  and  despatched  in  pur- 
suit of  Freise,  who  at  the  last  advices  had  made 
good  his  landing  at  Chiloe. 

Business  had  begun  to  resume  its  usual  activity 
after  the  embargo  was  raised  and  tranquillity  was 
restored  at  Valparaiso.  It  was  generally  believed 
in  Valparaiso,  and  also  by  the  Chilian  government, 
that  the  government  of  Peru  had  secretly  assisted 
Freise  in  this  expedition  against  Chili,  and  it  was 
thought  by  many  that  there  would  be  a war  be- 
tween Chili  and  Peru.  A great  many  vessels  were 
detained  at  Valparaiso  during  the  embargo. 

Pennsylvania  school  fund.  The  following 
is  the  distribution  of  the  common  school  fund  of  the 
present  school  year,  showing  the  amount  which  each 
county  wrill  receive  under  the  new  school  law,  in- 


eluding  the  United  States  bank  money. 

Adams 

$3,345 

20  Lancaster 

11,102  58 

Allegheny 

7,664 

14  Lebanon 

2,865  10 

Armstrong 

2,947 

681  Lehigh 

3,466  92 

Bradford 

3,056 

46  Luzerne 

2,948  24 

Beaver 

3,440 

48lLycoming 

2,846  04 

Bedford 

3.050 

62lMcKean 

318  52 

Berks 

7,602 

64  j Mercer, 

3,363  98 

Bucks 

6,765 

52 

Mifflin 

6,337  22 

Butler 

2,798 

14,Montgomery 

1,560  92 

Cambria 

1,237 

86;Northampton 

5,963  36 

Crawford 

3,343 

2o!Northuml>er)and  2,546  28 

Clearfield 

903 

14  Perry 

1,904  70 

Centre 

3,046 

10  Pike 

906  62 

Chester 

7,563 

14|Potter 

359  96 

Columbia 

3,919 

24lPhiladelphia 

25,623  64 

Cumberland 

3,914 

94 

Somerset 

2,355  94 

Dauphin 

3,565 

98 

Susquehannah 

2,325  52 

Delaware 

2,524 

98 

Schuylkill 

3,042  86 

Erie 

3,937 

60 

Tioga 

1,673  56 

Franklin 

4,570 

76 

Union 

2,817  20 

Fayette 

3,945 

36 

Venango 

1,951  32 

Greene 

2,166 

90 

Warren 

1,035  86 

Huntingdon 

3,990 

24 

Washington 

5,483  62 

Indiana 

2,067 

20 

Wayne 

1,379  53 

Jefferson 

883 

96 

Westmoreland 

4.323  72 

Juniatta 

1,336 

92 1 York 

6,188  66 

The  right  defended.  The  New  York  Star 
publishes  the  following  communication  from  capt. 
Brown,  of  the  brig  Barbara,  recently  arrived  at  that 
port  from  Malaga: 

While  the  brig  John  L.  Hudgens,  captain  Turby 
of  Philadelphia,  was  lying  in  the  port  of  Malaga  in 
September  last,  one  of  her  crew  deserted  and  went 
on  board  the  English  man-of-war  brig  Jasseur,  capt. 
Hackett,  also  lying  in  the  same  port.  The  man, 
returning  for  his  clothes,  was  detained  on  board  the 
brig  from  which  he  had  deserted,  by  the  mate,  the 
master  being  on  shore.  A boat  from  the  Jasseur, 
with  a midshipman,  was  sent  for  the  man;  but  the 
mate  refused  to  give  him  up.  Immediately  another 
boat  with  8 or  10  men  under  charge  of  a lieutenant, 
was  despatched,  when  he  was  seized  by  force,  and, 
together  with  his  clothes  taken  on  board  the  Eng- 
lish vessel.  The  mate  entered  a complaint  to  our 
consul,  George  P.  Barrell,  esq.  who  promptly  sent 
him,  with  his  vice  consul,  in  charge  of  a note  to 
the  commanding  officer,  on  board  the  man-of-war. 
No  attention  whatever  was  paid  to  either  of  these 
gentlemen,  or  the  note,  and  although  a request  was 
made  to  see  the  first  lieutenant,  who  was  below,  he 
would  not  come  on  deck,  and  they  were  suffered  to 
remain  nearly  half  an  hour,  when  they  returned  on 
shore.  Thus  the  affair  remained  during  the  day, 
and  as  the  Jasseur  was  on  the  point  of  sailing, 
another  note  was  sent  to  captain  Hackett  by  the 
United  States  consul,  which  was  not  answered;  but 
Mr.  Barrell  was  informed  by  the  first  lieutenant 
that  captain  Hackett  was  undecided  about  giving 
up  the  man.  Mr.  Barrell  then,  as  a dernier  resort', 
despatched  another  note  to  captain  Hackett,  with 
orders  for  the  bearer  to  wait  for  an  answer,  stating 
that  unless  the  man  was  returned  on  board  the 
American  brig  with  all  his  clothes  in  a given  time, 
he  would  despatch  a messenger  to  Madrid,  and  lay 
the  case  before  the  American  ambassador.  No 
answer  was  given;  but  within,  the  time  specified, 
the  man  with  his  baggage  was  returned  on  board 
the  vessel  whence  he  had  deserted,  and  the  Jasseur 
left  the  port. 


NILES'  WEEKLY  REGISTER— NOV.  19,  1836—  MISCELLANEOUS. 


179 


Inconsequence  of  a desir>  to  manifest  their  “un- 
qualified approbation  of  the  energetic  manner  in 
which  Mr.  Barrell  resented  the  insult  offered  the 
American  flag,  by  the  commander  of  the  English 
brig-of-war,”"the  American  residents  at  Malaga, 
together  with  the  masters  of  forty  American  ves- 
sels then  in  port,  wrote  him  a letter  of  approbation, 
and  invited  him  to  dinner,  which  he,  however,  de- 
clined, assigning,  as  a leading  motive,  “a  confident 
opinion  that  a pitblic  dinner  given  to  him  just  at 
that  moment  might  result  in  the  ruin  of  the  com- 
mander of  the  brig,  and  a full  belief  that  the  officer 
in  question  did  the  act  in  a moment  of  thought- 
lessness, and  not  premeditated  design,  and  that  he 
deeply  regretted  it.” 

British  revenue.  London,  Oct.  11.  Theoffi- 
cial  returns  of  the  revenue  for  the  quarter  ended 
last  night,  show  a considerable  improvement  in  the 
receipts  of  the  customs  upon  the  year  and  quarter, 
as  compared  with  the  corresponding  periods  of  1835. 
The  increase  is  £ 1,758,705  upon  the  year,  and 
£ 399,790  upon  the  quarter.  In  the  excise  there  is 
a decrease  of  £ 115,316  upon  the  quarter,  but  an  in- 
crease of  £506,976  upon  the  year.  The  joint  in- 
crease under  these  two  heads  is  therefore  £ 2,365,68 1 
upon  the  year.  The  produce  of  the  stamps,  too, 
has  increased  by  £73,537  upon  the  quarter,  and 
£291,215  upon  the  year;  and  the  post  office  has 
proved  more  productive  by  £27,000  upon  the  quar- 
ter, and  £90,000  upon  the  year.  The  assessed  taxes 
have  decreased  £20,233  upon  the  quarter,  and 
£63,290  upon  the  year. 

In  the  miscellaneous  taxes  there  has  been  a fall- 
ing off  of  £10,273  upon  the  quarter,  and  £24,204 
upon  the  year.  The  increase  upon  the  whole  year, 
as  compared  with  the  last,  is  £2,727,693,  and 
upon  the  quarter  £1,026,459.  The  amount  of 
exchequer  bills  which  will  probably  be  wanted 
for  the  service  of  the  current  year  is  fixed  at 
£3,335,071. 

Parties  in  America.  The  London  Quarter- 
ly Review,  for  September,  quotes  the  following 
language  from  a recent  writer  upon  America: 

“In  the  absence  of  great  parties,  the  U.  States 
abound  with  lesser  controversies,  and  public  opi- 
nion is  divided  into  a thousand  minute  shades  of 
difference  upon  questions  of  very  little  moment. 
The  pains  which  are  taken  to  create  parties  are  in- 
conceivable. In  the  United  States  there  is  no  reli- 
gious animosity,  because  all  religion  is  respected 
and  no  sect  is  predominant;  there  is  no  jealousy  of 
rank,  because  the  people  is  every  thing,  and  no 
one  can  contest  its  authority;  lastly,  there  is  no 
public  misery  to  serve  as  a means  of  agitation,  be- 
cause the  physical  position  of  the  country  opens  so 
wide  a field  to  industry,  that  man  is  able  to  accom- 
plish the  most  surprising  undertakings  with  his  na- 
tive resources.  . . . But  since  ambitious  men 

find  it  difficult  to  eject  a person  from  power  upon 
the  mere  ground  that  his  place  is  coveted  by  others, 
they  are  obliged  to  create  parties;  and  in  this  dis- 
turbing process  lies  their  chief  talent.  It  is  owing 
to  this  cause  that  the  domestic  controversies  of  the 
Americans  appear  to  a stranger  so  puerile,  and 
often  totally  incomprehensible.  He  knows  not  at 
first  whether  to  pity  the  people  who  busy  them- 
selves with  such  arrant  trifles,  or  to  envy  the  hap- 
piness which  enables  them  to  discuss  such  things 
seriously.  But  in  process  of  time  he  discovers 
that  they  have  all  a definite  object.  One  party  la- 
bors, and  labors  in  vain,  to  limit  the  popular  autho- 
rity; the  other,  with  triumphant  success,  seeks  to 
extend  its  influence.” 

Whale  fishery.  Mr.  Parmenter  has  publish- 
ed a directory  for  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  Mass, 
and  to  give  additional  size  and  interest  to  his  vo- 
lume, he  has  made  out  a list  of  vessels  sailing  from 
ditferent  parts  of  the  United  States,  in  the  whale 
fishery,  in  which  are  mentioned  158  ships  and  barks, 
5 brigs  and  3 schooners,  belonging  to  the  ports  of 
New  Bedford;  35  ships  and  barks  belonging  to  Fair- 
haven;  2 barks  and  2 brigs  from  Westport;  3 ships 
and  barks  and  5 brigs  to  Rochester;  9 ships  and 
barks  to  Falmouth;  8 ships  and  1 brig  to  Edgar- 
town;  1 ship  from  Holmes  Hole;  71  ships  and  1 
bark  from  Nantucket;  3 ships  and  2 brigs  from  Fall 
river;  4 ships  and  barks  from  Plymouth;  1 brig  and 
1 schooner  from  Provincetown;  4 ships  and  barks 
from  Dorchester;  5 ships  from  Lynn;  8 ships,  5 
barks,  1 brig  and  2 schooners  from  Salem;  4 ships 
from  Newburyport;  add  to  these  1 brig  and  4 
schooners  from  Nantucket,  and  we  thence  perceive, 
that  from  Massachusetts  alone  there  are  engaged  in 
the  whale  fishery  321  ships  and  barks,  19  brigs  and 
10  schooners — in  all,  350  sail. 

From  other  ports  in  the  United  States,  we  have 
the  following  enumeration:  from  Portsmouth,  N. 
H.  3 ships;  from  Portland,  Me.  1 ship;  from  New- 


port, R.  I.  11  ships  and  barks  and  2 schooners; 
from  Bristol,  16  ships,  2 brigs;  from  Warfen,  15 
ships,  2 brigs;  .from  Providence,  2 ships;  from  Sto- 
nington.  Conn.  9 ships;  from  New  London,  33  ships 
and  barks,  1 brig;  from  Bridgeport,  2 ships;  from 
Mystic,  3;  from  Norwich,  1;  from  E.  Haddam,  1 
brig;  from  Newark,  N.  J.  2 ships;  from  Sagharbor, 
N.  Y.  25  ships,  1 bark;  from  Greenport,  4 ships; 
from  New  York  city,  2 ships,  4 barks,  1 brig;  from 
Newburg,  3 ships;  from  Poughkeepsie,  4 ships,  1 
bark;  from  Hudson,  9 ships,  1 bark — These,  in- 
cluding one  or  two  ships  from  Wilmington,  Del. 
make  140  ships  and  barks,  7 brigs  and  2 schooners. 
Grand  total,  (rom  the  United  States,  say  400  sail, 
averaging300  tons  each:  aggregate  tonnage,  120,000 
— number  of  seamen,  about  12,000. 

The  list  must  be  incomplete;  as  for  example,  one 
or  two  vessels  are  allowed  to  Wilmington,  Del. 
whereas  the  Wilmington  company  has,  we  believe, 
four  ships  “on  the  seas.”  [ Philad . U.  S.  Gas. 

Meteors  or  the  12th  and  13th  instant. 
From  the  New  York  American.  The  annual  recur- 
rence of  this  phenomenon  being  a subject  of  much 
interest,  and  one  in  which  observation  from  year  to 
ear  can  alone  decide  the  question,  the  undersigned 
ept  a careful  watch  on  the  night  of  Saturday  and 
morning  of  Sunday  last,  and  is  gratified  in  being 
able  to  announce  the  reappearance  of  this  pheno- 
menon with  considerable  brilliancy. 

During  the  evening  but  few  meteors  were  ob- 
served, but  from  8 o’clock  Until  near  dawn,  succes- 
sive flashes  were  observed  in  the  east,  supposed  by 
some  to  be  lightning.  At  9 o’clock,  a very  beauti- 
ful auroral  light  was  seen  of  a pinkish  hue.  This 
continued  for  a short  time  only,  though  a general 
luminous  appearance  in  the  north  remained  during 
the  whole  night. 

About  2 o’clock  in  the  morning,  several  meteors 
were  seen  to  dart  across  the  Great  Bear,  and  from 
this  time  constant  watch  was  kept  until  dawn. 

From  2 till  3 o’clock  98  meteors  were  counted, 
some  being  small,  but  the  greater  number  of  great 
size  and  brilliancy,  resembling  a rocket  both  in  the 
explosion  and  trail  left  behind  them;  their  trails 
lasting  in  some  instances  for  nearly  two  minutes. 

With  two  or  three  exceptions  the  course  of  the 
meteors  was  divergent  from  a point  in  Leo,  dec. 
20°  R.  A.  150°  nearly.  The  place  of  this  point 
was  fully  confirmed  during  the  night. 

From  3 till  4 o’clock  150  meteors  were  counted, 
and  300  in  all  were  enumerated;  after  this  time  we 
kept  no  account  of  the  number,  though  many  more 
appeared. 

From  the  situation  of  the  observer  it  is  probable 
that  more  than  half  escaped  notice. 

Several  were  seen  in  the  clear  light  of  dawn; 
and  Jupiter,  Venus  and  Mars,  all  shining  with 
great  brilliancy,  were  alternately  out  shone  by  these 
transient  rivals.  The  night  was  one  of  uncommon 
beauty  and  mildness,  and  the  opportunity  for  ob- 
servation remarkably  fine.  No  doubt  now  exists 
in  the  mind  of  the  observer  as  to  the  distinct  and 
peculiar  character  of  this  phenomenon;  for,  though 
an  attentive  observer  of  such  matters,  he  has  never 
seen  any  thing  bearing  the  slightest  resemblance  to 
this  display,  except  on  the  night  of  November  12th 
and  13th,  1832,  when  he  had  the  good  fortune  to 
observe  the  same  appearance  while  at  sea,  off  the 
harbor  of  Pernambuco,  one  year  before  the  far 
famed  “shower  of  stars”  in  1833,  generally  sup- 
posed to  be  the  first  time  of  its  appearance. 

G.  O.  S. 

The  meteors.  The  “meteoric  shower”  was  no- 
ticed this  morning,  but  was  far  inferior  to  what  has 
been  described  on  former  occasions.  At  half  past 
three,  there  were  a few  light  clouds  in  the  south 
east,  from  which  flashes  of  lightning  were  seen  in 
rapid  succession — the  stars  were  brilliant,  occa- 
sionally obscured,  in  part,  by  thin  floating  vapor. 
At  eighteen  minutes  before  four  o’clock,  a large 
meteor  darted  from  the  north;  it  was  quite  lumi- 
nous, and  in  size  apparently  equal  to  one-half  the 
full  moon.  This  was  succeeded  bj  many  smaller 
meteors,  and  twenty-three  were  counted  by  me, 
during  an  hour  and  a half;  several  were  seen  by 
other  persons  in  the  room,  which  escaped  my  no- 
tice. During  this  time,  one  was  observed  of  great 
brilliancy,  having  a luminous  train  apparently  a 
yard  in  length.  The  lightning  continued  the  whole 
time,  and  there  was  considerable  appearance  of  au- 
rora borealis.  W. 

Cambrige,  (Mass.)  Nov.  13th,  1836. 

Solidified  air.  At  alate  meeting  of  the  acade- 
my of  sciences,  a chemist  named  Thilorier  exhibited 
some  corbonic  acid  gas,  changed  to  the  state  of  a 
solid  substance.  This  experiment  has  been  per- 
formed on  a small  scale  already,  but  in  this  in- 
stance several  pounds  were  produced.  The  agents 
employed  to  effect  the  result  are  cold  and  compres- 


sion; the  chemical  energy  thus  developed  may  be 
judged  by  the  fact,  that  half  a pound  of  quicksilver 
placed  in  contact  with  the  solidified  gas,  was  frozen 
in  a few  seconds  into  a solid  mass  which  required 
a heavy  blow  from  a hammer  to  break  it.  M. 
Thilorier  obtains  this  solid  carbonic  acid  in  an 
enormous  cast  iron  cylinder,  capable  of  resisting 
the  pressure  of  sixty  atmospheres.  The  degree  of 
strength  is  of  course  needed  to  resist  the  tendency 
of  the  solidified  gas  to  dissolve  and  pass  again  Into 
the  ffriform  state.  By  allowing  a small  quantity 
to  escape  through  a minute  aperture,  it  is  sven  to 
diffuse  itself  in  the  form  of  a snowy  vapour;  this 
vapour  being  directed  in  a jet  into  a box  of  tin 
unites,  and  forms  a mass  which  may  be  pressed  to- 
gether like  common  snow,  and  so  transferred  to  a 
vessel  of  glass.  In  this  form  the  gas  was  present- 
ed to  the  institute  by  M.  Dulong,  to  whom  M< 
Thilorier  successively  furnished  several  masses  ob- 
tained by  his  apparatus  in  a laboratory  adjoining 
the  place  of  meeting.  This  must  be  a dangerous 
amusement. 

The  same  learned  body  has  had  under  examina- 
tion a newly  invented  writing  paper,  the  peculiari- 
ty of  which  consists  in  its  sensibility  to  the  action 
of  chemical  agents,  so  that  any  attempt  to  ex- 
punge or  falsify  the  writing,  would  necessarily,  dis- 
color the  paper  and  thus  betray  the  design.  In  the 
course  of  the  discussion  it  was  mentioned  that  the 
same  , subject,  the  inalterability  of  manuscripts,  had 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  academy  five  years 
since.  The  plan  then  proposed  was  to  use  a fluid 
made  by  suspending  the  common  Indian  ink  in 
acidulated  water.  This  simple  expedient,  however, 
has  never  been  adopted,  principally  because  the  ink 
thus  obtained  is  less  fluid,  and  not  so  well  adapted  to 
the  employment  of  metallic  pens  as  the  article  in 
common  use.  The  ink,  therefore,  remaining  the 
same,  the  question  remains  how  to  accomplish  the 
object  in  view  by  a modification  of  the  paper.  For 
this  purpose,  besides  the  article  above  mentioned, 
it  has  been  suggested  to  use  a fitagre  paper  in  which 
are  impressed,  by  means  of  a cylinder  very  fine 
lines,  and  delicate  drawings,  which  disappear  when 
any  attempt  is  made  to  falsify  the  writing — some 
samples  of  which  were  submitted. 

[Philadelphia  Herald. 

Our  consuls  abroad.  Among  the  objects  well 
worthy  the  attention  of  congress,  but  which  have 
been  lost  sight  of,  or  rather  have  been  borne  down 
by  the  superior  importance  of  the  struggles  between 
the  advocates  and  opponents  of  prerogative  power, 
during  several  years  past,  is  the  regulation  of  the 
duties  and  compensations  of  the  consuls  of  the 
United  States  in  foreign  countries.  The  attention 
of  our  readers  was  invited  to  the  subject  some 
months  ago,  by  a writer  who  understood  it  well. — 
The  republication  of  the  following  notice,  on  the 
same  subject,  which  appeared  in  the  Baltimore  Pa- 
triot, some  time  ago,  may,  it  is  thought,  advanta- 
geously revive  it  in  the  minds  of  the  legislators  of 
our  country.  [Nat.  Int. 

“ American  consuls  in  foreign  countries.  Some  of 
our  late  travellers  in  Europe  complain,  as  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  American  consuls  exact  a fee  for  a 
certificate  verifying  passes,  although  these  consuls 
receive  no  other  compensation  than  such  fees,  and 
those  relating  to  merchandise;  and  though  it  would 
be  scarcely  possible  the  officers  of  police  should  be 
able  to  verify  the  signature  of  the  American  minis- 
ter at  Washington,  or  of  any  other  authorized  offi- 
cer, out  of  the  place  at  which  the  passes  may  be 
presented.  Much  has  been  said  of  tne  great  vexa- 
tion caused  by  exhibiting  passes  at  so  many  towns 
and  places  as  are  visited  by  our  travellers,  because 
they  have  not  been  accustomed  to  the  practice  at 
home,  which  is,  however,  the  real  cause  why  they 
are  seldom  molested  or  cheated  in-  their  journeys 
among  a dense  population  of  strangers,  ready  enough 
to  inflict  greater  vexations  than  that  complained  of, 
if  they  were  not  subjected  to  such  a measure  of  po- 
lice. There  is  no  doubt  that  a better  plan  would 
be,  to  pay  our  consuls,  at  least  in  all  the  principal 
seaports,  competent  salaries,  and  a smaller  fee  in 
other  places;  for,  by  the  vexations  alluded  to,  the 
man  of  science,  or  artist,  who  may  have  but  a short 
time  to  travel,  or  little  money  to  spare  in  procuring 
information  abroad,  may  be  compelled  to  stay  at 
home,  an  imperfect  judge.  Anotner  consequence 
of  our  present  system  is  no  less  burdensome,  and 
that  is,  the  consuls  of  other  nations  in  the  United 
States,  though  they  cannot  exact  fees  of  their  own 
countryman,  being  paid  salaries  by  their  own  go- 
vernments, take  the  same  fee  of  us  here  which 
their  countrymen  pay  to  American  consuls. 

An  Old  Consul.” 

Hobrible  acdident.  On  Monday  week  the 
store  of  Otis  C.  Bolster,  esq.  in  Rumford,  was 
blown  up  by  a cask  of  powder  being  eet  on  fire.— 
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Mr.  Bolster  had  just  been  getting  a stock  of  goods 
in  his  store,  and  among  the  articles  was  a cask  of 
powder.  His  customers  had  been  trying  the  pow- 
der, and  had  left  some  particles  upon  the  top  of  the 
cask.  Mr.  Bolster’s  boy,  nine  years  old,  in  order 
to  amuse  himself,  and  in  the  absence  of  his  father, 
took  a coal  of  fire,  and  thus  set  the  particles  in  a 
blaze.  Two  other  young  lads  were  also  in  the 
store.  The  whole  cask  ot  powder  immediately  ig- 
nited. Half  of  the  store  was  blown  into  the  An- 
droscoggin, and  the  other  half  into  the  street,  the 
roof  tumbling  down  in  the  middle.  Mr.  Bolster’s 
boy  was  immediately  killed.  One  of  the  other 
oung  lads  had  his  arm  broken,  and  the  third  was 
adly  burnt.  The  goods  in  the  store  were  greatly 
damaged.  The  accident  will  be  very  sincerely  re- 
gretted, as  Mr.  Bolster  is  highly  respected  through- 
out the  the  county  of  Oxford.  [ Portland,  Adv. 

The  Russian  soldier.  The  Russians  when 
disciplined  become  excellent  soldiers.  They  are 
locomotive  machines,  which  may  be  moved  in  any 
direction  at  the  will  of  the  officers.  The  Russian 
soldier  has  no  opinion  of  his  own — his  passive  obe- 
dience and  ability  of  suffering  under  protracted  phy- 
sical inconveniences,  are  almost  unexampled.  He 
conceives  it  to  be  his  duty  to  obey  his  officers  under 
any  circumstances,  regardless  of  peril,  or  even 
death.  Many  anecdotes  might  be  related  to  illus- 
trate the  blind  obedience  of  the  Russian  soldier. — 
The  following  is  from  a work  entitled  Resources  of 
Russia: 

“Peter  the  Great,  at  an  interview  with  the  kings 
of  Denmark  and  Poland,  hearing  them  boast  of  the 
superiority  of  their  soldiers,  instead  of  disputing 
the  point  with  them,  proposed  an  experiment, 
which  was  immediately  assented  to,  and  which 
was,  to  order  a grenadier  to  jump  out  of  a third  floor 
window.  The  King  of  Denmark  tried  the  experi- 
ment on  one  of  his  bravest  and  most  loyal  soldiers, 
who  on  his  knees  refused  compliance.  The  king 
of  Poland  waived  the  trial  altogether,  conceiving  it 
to  be  hopeless;  when  Peter  ordered  one  of  his  sol- 
diers, the  least  promising  that  could  be  picked  out, 
to  descend  the  window.  The  soldier  merely  cross- 
ed himself,  touched  his  hat  according  to  form,  bold- 
ly marched  to  the  window,  and  had  already  one  of 
his  legs  out,  when  the  emperor  stopped  him,  and 
told  him  he  was  satisfied.  The  kings  were  aston- 
ished, and  each  made  the  soldier  a present  of  100 
ducats,  requesting  Peter  to  promote  him  to  the 
rank  of  officer.  The  Czar  answered  that  he  would 
do  so  to  oblige  them,  but  not  to  reward  the  soldier; 
for  all  his  soldiers  would  do  as  much,  and  by  re- 
warding them  in  the  same  way  he  would  have  no 
soldiers  at  all.” 

Sir  Robert  Wilson,  in  his  “Campaigns  in  Po- 
land,” relates  that  on  one  occasion  a detachment, 
being  ordered  by  prince  Potemkin  to  take  posses- 
sion of  a particular  post,  was  met  on  the  way  by 
another  detachment  in  full  retreat,  and  bringing  the 
information  that  the  post  w'as  already  pre-occupied 
by  a numerous  enemy,  and  that  to  advance  was 
certain  death.  “Prince  Potemkin  must  look  out 
for  that,”  exclaimed  the  gallant  band,  and  proceed- 
ed to  destruction;  for  not  a single  man  escaped. 

[ Boston  Journal. 

National  typographical  convention.  The 
Globe  of  the  9th  inst.  says: — “Agreeably  to  the  no- 
tice previously  given,  the  members  from  the  re- 
spective societies  assembled  at  the  City  Hall,  in 
this  city,  on  yesterday,  at  10  o’clock.  They  pro- 
ceeded to  organize  the  convention,  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Win.  Holliday,  of  Baltimore,  as  presi- 
dent; J.  L.  Brown,  of  New  York,  as  vice  president; 
and  Win.  W.  Curran,  as  secretary. 

Cleveland  and  Ohio  city.  Serious  distur- 
bances have  arisen  in  consequence  of  several  at- 
tempts to  destroy  the  Columbus  street  bridge, 
which  connects  the  two  places.  On  the  1st  inst. 
an  assault  was  made  by  a mob  on  the  Ohio  city 
side,  who  began  cutting  away  the  timbers.  The 
sheriff  and  citizens  of  Cleveland  interposed  and 
prevented  the  total  destruction  of  the  bridge.  Dur- 
ing the  affray  the  sheriff  was  knocked  down  by  a 
club,  after  which  fire  arms  were  resorted  to,  and  se- 
veral W'ounded  on  both  sides,  one  man  dangerously. 

Governor  Marcy’s  farm.  A correspondent 
of  the  Troy  Whig  says  that  seventy-one  masted  ves- 
sels, five  steamboats  and  sixteen  tow-boats  were 
counted  aground  on  the  overslaugh,  on  Wednesday 
afternoon. 

[The  bar,  or  overslaugh,  in  the  Hudson,  a few 
miles  below  Albany,  is  called  by  the  papers  “Mar- 
cy’s farm,”  from  the  circumstance  of  Mr.  M.  hav- 
ing, when  he  was  in  congress,  opposed  an  appro- 
priation for  removing  this  impediment  to  the  free 
navigation  to  Albany.] 


Sleeping  with  the  aged.  It  is  said  by  Cop- 
land, in  his  Medical  Dictionary,  that  children  are 
apt  to  sustain  a loss  of  vital  power,  by  sleeping  with 
the  aged.  The  writer  of  the  article’ to  which  I re- 
fer, at  the  commencement  of  his  remarks  on  this 
oint,  relates  the  following  anecdote,  and  adds  that 
e has  met  with  several  similar  cases: 

“I  was  a few  years  since  consulted  about  a pale, 
sickly  and  thin  boy,  of  about  five  or  six  years  of  age. 
He  appeared  to  have  no  special  ailment,  but  there 
was  a slow  and  remarkable  decline  of  flesh  and 
strength,  and  of  the  energy  of  all  the  functions — 
what  his  mother  very  aptly  termed  a gradual  blight. 
After  inquiring  into  the  history  of  his  case,  it  ap- 
peared that  he  had  been  a very  robust  and  plethoric 
child  up  to  his  third  year,  when  his  grandmother,  a 
very  aged  person,  took  him  to  sleep  with  her;  that 
he  soon  after  lost  his  good  looks,  and  that  he  had 
continued  to  decline  progressively,  ever  since,  not- 
withstanding medical  treatment.  I directed  him  to 
sleep  apart  from  his  aged  parent,  and  prescribed  the 
tonics,  change  of  air,  &c.  and  his  recovery  was  ra- 
pid.” 

The  opinion  of  this  writer,  as  we  happen  to  know, 
is  very  generally  received;  but  for  ourselves,  we 
have  many  doubts  of  its  correctness  We  know  in- 
deed that  sleeping  together,  under  any  circumstan- 
ces whatever,  were  it  not  somewhat  difficult  to 
avoid  it,  is  not  very  desirable.  For  it  is  not  the 
lungs  alone  which  contaminate  the  air,  and  this  too, 
at  a most  rapid  rate.  The  skin  performs,  in  some 
small  degree,  the  same  office  with  the  lungs,  and 
renders  the  air  unfit  for  respiration,  as  may  be  easi- 
ly shown  by  placing  a lighted  candle  under  the  bed 
clothes,  where  a person  has  been  sleeping,  in  which 
case  it  will  be  extinguished.  But  though  we  know 
all  this,  we  are  quite  at  a loss  to  understand  why 
the  practice  of  sleeping  with  the  aged  should  be 
much  more  pernicious  than  that  of  sleeping  with 
young  people. 

Much  of  the  evil  which  results  to  mankind  from 
sleeping  together  might  be  prevented  by  having 
bedsteads  made  wider  than  is  usual.  Thus  we 
might  at  least  avoid  breathing  the  air  which  our 
neighbor  had  but  a moment  before  ejected,  poison- 
ed, from  his  lungs;  for  before  it  could  reach  us,  it 
would  become  mixed  with  a portion  of  better  air 
from  the  surrounding  atmosphere. 

Wife.  There  is  no  combination  of  letters  in 
the  English  language  which  excites  more  pleasing 
and  interesting  associations  in  the  mind  of  man 
than  the  word  wife.  There  is  magic  in  this  little 
word.  It  presents  to  the  mind’s  eye  a cheerful 
companion,  a disinterested  adviser,  a nurse  in  sick- 
ness, a comforter  in  misfortune,  and  a faithful  and 
ever  effectionate  friend.  It  conjures  up  the  iiriage 
of  a lovely  and  confiding  woman,  who  cheerfully 
undertakes  to  contribute  to  your  happiness — to 
partake  with  you  the  cup,  whether  of  weal  or  wo, 
which  destiny  may  offer.  This  word  wife  is  sy- 
nonymous with  the  greatest  earthly  blessingj-^Aj^e 
pity  the  unfortunate  wight,  who  is  condemned,  by 
fate’s  severe  decree,  to  trudge  along  through  life’s 
dull  pilgrimage  without  one. 

The  count  de  Survilliers.  The  Courrier 
de  Etats  Unis  of  Saturday  last,  gives  the  following 
extract  from  a letter  written  by  Joseph  Bonaparte 
on  the  29th  of  September,  to  a friend  in  the  city  of 
New  York. 

“My  sister  is  now  in  Paris,  but  she  has  rejected 
all  advances  made  to  her.  Do  not  believe  a word 
.of  the  story  put  forth  in  the  Paris  journals,  about 
my  voyage  to  Corsica,  under  the  permission  of  Louis 
Philippe.  All  these  paragraphs  respecting  my 
family  are  miserable  inventions.  You  will  sooner 
see  me  in  New  York  than  in  Corsica,  or  any  other 
part  of  France,  so  long  as  a Bourbon  sits  upon  the 
throne.” 

The  present  movements  of  the  Bonaparte  family 
may  be  explained  by  the  following  note  from  a Pa- 
ris paper: 

The  Diari  di  Roma  contains,  under  the  date  of 
Dec.  9,  a judicial  edict  or  order,  given  at  the  re- 
quest of  count  de  Survilliers,  (Joseph  Bonaparte), 
to  summon  the  prince  of  Canino,  (Lucien  Bona- 
parte), the  count  de  Saint  Leu,  (Louis  Bonaparte), 
the  prince  de  Montfort,  (Jerome  Bonaparte),  the 
countess  Lipano,  (widow  of  Murat),  the  coun- 
tess Bacciochi-Camesada  and  her  husband,  Ludovi- 
co Polenziana,  in  his  character  of  executor  of  the 
will  of  Mme.  Letitia  Bonaparte,  their  mother,  to 
come  to  Rome,  in  ordei  to  be  present  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  will  of  the  latter  personage. 

The  ambassador  of  Austria,  in  full  dress,  and  ac- 
companied by  all  the  individuals  composing  his  em- 
bassy, went  yesterday  morning  to  present  his  re- 
spects to  tha  illustrious  sister  of  Napoleon. 
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Since  the  publication  of  our  last  abstract  there  have 
been  several  arrivals  at  N.  York,  bringing  late  dates 
from  London  and  Paris.  The  chief  item  relates  to 
France  and  Switzerland,  between  which  govern- 
ments there  appears  to  have  been  a complete  rup- 
ture, the  causes  of  which  are  stated  in  an  article  m 
the  last  “Register.”  The  French  government,  af- 
ter considerable  discussion,  determined  upon  an  ulti- 
matum, requiring  the  Swiss  directory  to  act  against 
the  refugees,  which  was  communicated  to  the  direc- 
tory on  the  27th  of  Sept,  by  the  duke  de  Montebello, 
with  a long  “note,”  declaring  the  diplomatic  rela- 
tions between  France  and  Switzerland  suspended 
until  the  ultimatum  is  complied  with.  In  this  note 
the  duke  pronounces  the  affair  of  Conseil  a misera- 
ble plot  to  involve  the  French  embassy,  and  his 
pretended  confessions  all  a string  of  lies,  by  which 
the  Swiss  authorities  have  been  completely  duped. 

The  Swiss  papers  are  not  merely  severe  but  sa- 
vage upon  the  ultimatum  of  France.  The  Nouvel- 
lisie,  ot  Vaud,  pronounces  it  a libel,  execrable  for 
the  falsehood  of  its  assertions,  the  atrocity  of  its 
calumnies,  and  the  perfidy  of  its  intentions.  The 
Amide  la  Constitution  says  that  if  the  members  of 
the  extraordinary  diet  have  common  sense,  how- 
ever destitute  of  courage  they  may  be,  they  will 
not  yield  to  the  menaces  put  forth  in  it. 

The  extraordinary  diet  is  called  to  deliberate  on 
the  course  to  be  pursued.  The  councils  were  sum- 
moned, in  the  different  cantons,  for  the  election  of 
deputies  to  this  diet — to  meet  in  October.  It  is 
probable  that  the  resolution  of  the  directory,  rela- 
tive to  this  affair  of  Conseil,  will  be  adhered  to,  but 
that  a mediation  by  some  foreign  power  will  be  au- 
thorised and  suggested  to  France.  The  Swiss  can- 
not be  mad  enough  to  go  to  war  with  France, 
knowing  as  they  must,  that  Austria  and  Prussia  will 
be  against  them  also. 

The  Swiss  charge  at  Paris  had  received  orders 
from  the  directory  to  quit  Paris,  and  had  according- 
ly demanded  his  passports.  Indisposition,  however, 
would  detain  him  (very  conveniently)  for  some 
weeks. 

FROM  RUSSIA 

We  learn  that  the  emperor  had  his  collar-bone 
broken  by  an  overturn  of  his  carriage,  but  had  per- 
fectly recovered  at  the  date  of  the  latest  advices. — 
By  this  accident  his  intended  visit  to  Warsaw  was 
prevented.  Some  say  that  instead  of  having  his 
collar-bone  broken  by  being  overturned,  he  was 
shot  by  a Russian  officer,  &c. 

SPAIN. 

The  victory  of  the  troops  under  the  command  of 
Alaix  of  the  queen  of  Spain,  at  Yillarrobledo,  on 
the  20th  September,  has  been  confirmed.  The  Car- 
lists  lost  1,276  prisoners,  among  whom  were  55  of- 
ficers, as  also  a great  part  of  thefrarms  and  baggage. 
The  loss  on  the  queen’s  side  was  only  4 killed  and 
61  wounded.  It  was  reported  at  Paris  on  the  8th 
of  October  that  Gomez  had  effected  his  escape,  with 
the  remnants  of  his  arm,  to  the  passes  of  the  Sierra 
Morena. 

The  charges  d’affaires  of  Austria,  Sardinia  and 
Naples,  and  the  ambassadors  of  Russia  and  Prussia, 
had  left  Madrid  for  their  respective  kingdoms — in 
consequence,  no  doubt,  of  the  revolution.  The 
French  ambassador,  count  Latour  Mauberg,  arrived 
at  Bayonne  on  the  5th,  on  his  way  to  Madrid. 

The  Carlists  made  an  assault  upon  the  British 
legion,  in  line  before  St.  Sebastian,  on  the  1st,  but 
were  repulsed  with  a heavy  loss.  The  British 
steamboats  fired  upon  the  Carlists,  by  order  of  lord 
John  Hay. 

Captain  Brown,  of  the  barque  Ganges,  arrived  at 
Boston,  from  Malaga,  October  10,  informs  Messrs. 
Topi  iff’,  that  6,000  men  of  the  Carlist  army  were 
within  one  day’s  march  of  Malaga  when  he  sailed, 
and  great  consternation  pervaded  all  ranks  in  that 
city.  The  shipping  in  harbor  was  crowded  with 
men,  women  and  children,  for  protection.  As  the 
progress  of  the  Carlists  had  been  marked  by  every 
excess,  and  as  they  wreaked  their  vengeance  more 
particularly  upon  those  places  which  had  proclaim- 
ed the  constitution  or  were  in  favor  of  it,  the  inha- 
bitants of  Malaga  had  every  reason  to  fear  the  worst 
consequences,  should  the  Carlists  enter  the  city. — 
Every  preparation  was  making  to  defend  the  place. 
About  5,000  militia  were  enrolled,  but  had  no  leaders 
in  whom  they  had  confidence;  consequently,  great 
alarm  existed  and  business  wras  at  a stand. 

PORTUGAL. 

The  late  revolution,  effected  at  Lisbon,  does  not 
seem  to  be  approved  in  the  kingdom  generally;  and 
it  is  even  said  that  those  who  effected  it  in  the  capi- 
tal, are  now  much  inclined  to  undo  their  work.  The 
Portuguese  auxiliaries  in  Spain  have  refused  to 
swear  to  the  constitution  of  1820.  , 

The  queen  was  suffering  from  illness  at  the  date 
of  the  latest  advices. 
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Prince  Ferdinand,  the  queen’s  husband,  has  re- 
signed the  chief  command  of  the  army,  his  appoint- 
ment to  which  had  excited  some  discontent. 

The  queen  has  issued  a decree  prohibiting  the 
bull-fights;  said  to  be  the  most  unpopular  act  of  her 
reign. 

LATER  NEWS. 

By  the  ship  Poland,  at  New  York,  dates  have 
been  received  to  the  14th  of  October  inclusive. 

His  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Nemours,  was  to 
accompany  the  expedition  to  Constantine,  (Africa) 
The  ship  Pierre  Corneille  from  Romen  to  Ca- 
yenne, had  foundered  at  sea  in  a gale  off  Havre. 

M.  Thiers,  the  expremier,  was  shortly  expected 
back  from  Italy,  on  account  of  the  cholera  there. 

The  Seine  has  experienced  another  inundation, 
so  that  the  stone  quays  where  it  runs  through  Paris, 
were  nearly  submerged. 

The  Rhone  at  Avignon,  Oct.  9th,  had  swollen  to 
a frightful  height.  Most  of  that  town,  with  the  bar- 
racks, grave  yard,  &c.  were  completely  overflown, 
and  boats  were  sailing  in  all  the  streets. 

King  William  the  fourth,  who  will  be  hereafter 
called  by  the  name  of  the  pacificator,  has  it  is  con- 
fidently asserted,  generously  offered  his  mediation 
in  the  difficulties  between  France  and  Switzerland. 
Baron  Rothschild  is  again  the  principal  negotiator, 
and  has  had  an  interview  with  the  Swiss  charge. 

The  grand  council  of  Berne  has  adopted  resolu- 
tions of  a very  conciliatory  tenor,  with  regard  to  the 
course  to  be  pursued  by  the  deputies  of  that  repub- 
lic in  the  extraordinary  diet. 

Abdel  Kader,  the  Arab  chief,  has  again  reappear- 
ed with  his  Bedouins  at  Oran,  to  the  consternation 
of  the  French  commander. 

Andalusia  in  Spain,  in  consequence  of  the  daring 
encroachments  and  the  accumulating  members  of 
the  rebel  Carlists,  was  declared  by  gen.  Espinoza, 
in  state  of  seige,  September  6th.  Gomez  was  ap- 
proaching on  Seville,  September  24th. 

Portugal  continues  quiet. 

The  government  of  Donna  Maria  at  Mosambique 
was  overthrown  by  the  insurgents  in  June  last,  but 
immediately  after  the  place  was  recaptured  by  the 
bravery  of  lieut.  Bosanquet,  of  his  majesty’s  brig 
Leveret,  who  happened  to  enter  the  port  at  this 
juncture.  The  governor  was  reinstated,  and  tran- 
quillity restored. 

The  celebrated  Russian  gen.  Clatow,  commander 
of  the  Cossacks  is  dead. 

Letters  from  Madrid  of  the  10th  of  October,  and 
previous  state  that  the  late  result  of  the  election 
will  place  in  the  chamber  of  procuradors  a large 
majority  of  those  men  who  under  the  ministry  of 
Isturiz  composed  the  opposition,  reinforced  by  other 
members  of  a still  more  liberal  cast. 

Gomez  at  the  last  dates  was  at  Montero,  ready  to 
repass  the  Guadalquivir  to  throw  himself  into  the 
mountains  of  Toledo,  in  consequence  of  the  demon- 
strations of  the  captain  general  of  Sertile,  who  had 
assembled  on  the  28th  of  September  4,000  men  at 
Carthagena.  Sanz  was  six  leagues  from  Oviedo, 
which  was  occupied  by  2,000  regulars  and  militia, 
determined  to  resist  him.  The  Portuguese  brigade 
was  proceeding  on  the  2d  of  October  by  forced 
marches  to  sea. 


The  Singapore  papers  (to  the  7th  of  May)  are  ble  her  to  leave  her  room.  Her  suffering  has  been 


By  the  recent  accounts  from  Adrianople  it  ap- 
pears that  the  plague  is  making  terrible  ravages 
there.  About  110  die  daily.  According  to  intelli- 
gence from  Constantinople  of  the  21st  of  Septem- 
ber, there  is  open  enmity  between  the  ulemas  and 
the  sultan,  as  great.it  is  said,  as  that  which  formerly 
existed  between  the  sultan  and  the  janizaires.  The 
ulemas  are  in  a state  of  great  irritation,  and  sangui- 
nary measures  against  them  are  expected.  The 
English  fleet  under  admiral  Rowley  had  arrived  at 
Vourla. 

From  Vienna,  under  the  date  of  October  5th,  it  is 
said  that  the  emperor  of  Austria  will  be  crowned  in 
March,  at  Milan. 

CHINA. 

By  the  arrival  of  the  barcjue  Gaspar,  at  Boston, 
the  editors  of  the  Commercial  Advertiser  have  re- 
ceived a file  of  the  Canton  Register  to  the  24th  of 
May  inclusive. 

The  Register  of  the  24th  remarks,  in  noticing 
some  recent  executions  of  Chinese  criminals,  that 
the  acquittal  of  a prisoner  is  one  of  the  rarest  oc- 
currences—the  trial,  conviction  and  punishment, 
appear  to  be  inseparable.  It  would  be  well,  per- 
haps, if  the  same  observation  could  be  made,  with 
a nearer  approximation  to  truth  than  now,  in  our 
own  country. 

The  foreign  commercial  residents  in  Canton,  es- 
pecially the  British  and  Americans,  are  still  urging 
the  necessity  of  more  vigorous  and  decisive  mea- 
sures by  the  British  government,  to  correct  the  in- 
solence and  prevent  the  extortions  of  the  Chinese 
functionaries.  There  must  be  a blow-up  there  one 
of  these  days.  I 


still  filled  with  accounts  of  piracies  in  the  straits  of 
Malacca,  and  of  the  endeavors  to  suppress  them. — 
The  Wolf  captured  a piratical  proa  on  the  23d  of 
April,  off  Delhi.  On  the  30th  the  British  Indiaman 
Mary  Anne  was  attacked  by  a number  of  large 
proas  filled  with  men,  but  succeeded  in  beating 
them  off  much  damaged.  The  ship’s  rigging  was 
very  much  cut  to  pieces.  About  the  beginning  of 
May,  a government  falwa  (a  large  open  boat)  arm- 
ed with  one  twenty-four  pounder  and  four  swivels, 
manned  by  forty-three  Tagalas,  and  commanded  by 
lieut.  Elliott,  of  the  Spanish  colonial  service,  was 
unexpectedly  attacked  near  Cape  Capones,  by 
twenty-six  double-banked  Malay  proas,  each  con- 
taining about  forty  men  armed  with  muskets. — 
Lieutenant  Elliott  and  his  forty-three  natives  be- 
haved like  heroes.  Bearing  down  upon  the  largest 
proa,  they  gave  her  the  full  charge  of  the  twenty- 
four  pounder  within  fifty  yards,  and  down  she  went; 
they  then  administered  a similar  dose  to  another, 
with  the  like  effect.  The  remaining  twenty-four 
took  to  flight,  hotly  pursued  by  the  falwa,  which 
fired  the  long  gun  sixty-two  times,  with  terrible  ef- 
fect, before  the  proas  could  make  good  their  escape. 
The  fahva  had  four  men  killed  and  ten  wounded. — 
On  receiving  intelligence  of  this  gallant  affair,  the 
governor  of  Manilla  promoted  lieutenant  Elliott 
(an  Englishman)  to  the  captaincy,  and  liberally  re- 
warded his  crew.  A letter  from  Manilla,  dated 
May  10th,  gives  a terrible  account  of  the  outrages 
committed  by  the  pirates  on  the  coasts  of  Pangasi- 
nang  and  Yloco;  burning  villages  and  destroying 
crops,  and  carrying  off  men,  women  and  children  as 
prisoners. 

The  principal  resident  British  and  American 
merchants  at  Canton,  presented  a memorial  to  the 
governor  on  the  23d  of  April,  remonstrating  against 
the  extortions  practised  upon  them  by  the  hoppo, 
in  the  levying  of  duties,  and  the  great  inconvenien- 
ces and  losses  occasioned  by  the  fluctuations  in  the 
rates,  which  are  regulated,  it  seems,  pretty  much 
according  to  the  pleasure  of  the  hoppo;  and  asking 
for  an  authentic  list  of  the  duties  on  importations, 
by  which  they  might  be  guided  in  their  calculations. 

Mr.  Tang,  the  governor,  in  reply,  was  gracious 
enough  to  inform  the  memorialists  that 

“Tne  celestial  empire  grants  permission  to  the 
outer  barbarians  to  trade,  solely  from  feelings  of 
tenderness  toward  far-travelled  foreigners,  and  from 
a regard  for  the  livelihood  of  the  people  of  your  va- 
rious nations.  It  looks  on  the  few  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  revenue  [arising  therefrom]  as  alike 
undeserving  of  contempt  or  of  regard.” 

He  added  that  he  would  consult  the  hoppo,  (the 
official  whose  extortions  were  complained  of),  and 
let  them  know  his  pleasure  at  some  future  day. — 
The  hoppo  accordingly  issued  his  proclamation  on 
the  5th  of  May. 


extreme,  though  much  relieved  by  the  praiseworthy 
attention  and  skill  of  Dr.  Welch.  She  had  been 
married  nearly  a year,  when  her  husband  was  inhu- 
manly butchered.” 

The  Indians  made  their  appearance  a short  time 
since  on  Key  Tavinier,  where  they  surprised  the 
schooner  Mary,  captain  Bethell,  burnt  the  vessel, 
and  slightly  wounded  some  of  the  crew  before  mey 
could  make  their  escape. 

Lieut.  Powell,  of  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Vincen- 
nes, lying  at  Key  West,  went  in  pursuit  of  them 
with  170  men,  accompanied  by  the  U.  S.  cutter 
Washington  and  eight  row  boats.  He  succeeded  in 
coming  within  sight  of  the  encampment  of  Indians 
who  were  cooking  their  breakfast,  but  their  eyes 
were  open,  they  discovered  the  boats  in  time’  to 
make  their  escape  in  the  woods  where  they  could 
not  be  pursued — but  they  lost  their  canoes  and  eve- 
ry thing  they  left  behind,  which  was  immediately 
destroyed. 


LATEST  FROM  FLORIDA. 

A slip  from  the  office  of  the  St.  Augustine  Her- 
ald, dated  on  the  29th  ult.  containing  the  following 
particulars  has  been  received  at  Charleston. 

By  an  express  which  left  Fort  Drane  on  the 
27th  instant,  we  learn  that  general  Read  arrived  at 
the  Wythlacoochee  on  the  22d  with  the  steamboats 
Energy  and  Superior,  under  the  direction  of  cap- 
tain Wood,  whose  active  zeal,  skill  and  superior 
judgment  are  highly  spoken  of.  Another  steam- 
boat, the  U.  States,  was  wrecked  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river. 

We  now  learn  with  great  satisfaction,  that  there 
are  a plenty  of  provisions  and  forage  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  and  a considerable  quantity  at  Gra- 
ham’s camp  and  more  on  transportation  there. 

General  Jesuf  was  supposed  to  be  at  Tampa 
Bay  with  750  regulars  and  marines;  and  two  com- 
panies of  mounted  Alabama  volunteers.  Captain 
Alvord’s  company  from  Key  West  and  McIn- 
tosh’s from  Fort  Mitchell,  4th  infantry,  are  with 
general  Read. 

The  governor  is  in  feeble  health,  but  he  is  deter- 
mined to  enter  the  field  and  make  every  sacrifice, 
in  order  to  insure  success.  He  has  appointed  ma- 
jor Pierce  colonel,  and  given  him  the  command  of 
the  Creek  volunteers.  This  gallant  officer  has  re- 
ceived from  the  president  the  brevet  rank  of  lieute- 
nant colonel  as  a reward  for  his  meritorious  servi- 
ces. 

Major  Pierce  has  returned  from  Charleston 
with  several  steamboats  and  schooners,  which  have 
arrived  in  the  St.  Johns  with  a large  number  of 
horses,  &c.  for  the  army. 

The  campaign  will  open  immediately  and  be 
prosecuted  with  vigor.  In  a few  days  we  shall 
hear  of  something  decisive. 

The  Jacksonville  Courier  of  the  4th  inst.  says:— 
“Mrs  Jane  Johns,  who  was  so  barbarously  scalped 
a short  time  since  in  this  vicinity,  is  convalescing 
rapidly.  Her  health  is  sufficiently  restored  to  ena- 


CAPE  FLORIDA  LIGHT  HOUSE. 

To  l he  editors  of  the  Charleston  Courier: 

Gentlemen:  As  many  misrepresentations  have 
been  made  concerning  the  burning  of  the  light  house 
at  Cape  Florida,  the  undersigned  feels  it  nis  duty 
to  state  facts;  it  would  have  been  published  at  Key 
West,  but  at  the  time  I left  no  paper  was  printed 
at  that  pltice.  Respectfully, 

JOHN  W.  B.  THOMPSON. 

On  the  23d  July  last,  about  4 P.  M.  as  I was  go- 
ing from  the  kitchen  to  the  dwelling  house,  I dis- 
covered a large  body  of  Indians  within  20  yards  of 
me  back  of  the  kitchen,  I ran  for  the  light  house 
and  called  out  to  the  old  negro  man  that  was  with 
me  to  run  for  the  Indians  are  here,  at  that  moment 
they  discharged  a volley  of  rifle  balls,  which  cut 
my  clothes  and  hat  and  perforated  the  door  in 
many  places.  We  got  in  and  as  I was  turning 
the  key,  the  savages  had  hold  of  the  door.  I sta-_ 
tioned  the  negro  at  the  door  with  orders  to  let  m"£ 
know  if  they  attempted  to  break  in;  I then  toolc, 
my  three  muskets,  which  were  loaded  with  ball 
and  buck  shot,  and  went  to  the  second  window, 
seeing  a large  body  of  them  opposite  the  dwelling 
house,  I discharged  my  muskets  in  succession 
amongst  them,  which  put  them  in  some  confusion; 
they  then  for  the  second  time  began  their  horrid 
yells,  and  in  a minute  no  sash  or  glass  was  left  at 
that  window,  for  they  vented  all  their  rage  at  that 
spot.  I fired  at  them  from  some  of  the  other  win- 
dows and  from  the  top  of  the  house;  in  fact  I fired 
whenever  I could  get  an  Indian  for  a mark.  I 
kept  them  from  the  nouse  until  dark.  They  then 
poured  in  a heavy  fire  at  all  the  windows  and  lan- 
thern,  that  was  the  time  that  they  set  fire  to  the 
door  and  window  even  with  the  ground;  the  win- 
dow was  boarded  up  with  plank  and  filled  up  with 
stones  inside,  but  tne  flames  spread  fast,  being  fed 
with  yellow  pine  wood.  Their  balls  had  perforat- 
ed the  tin  tanks  of  oil,  consisting  of  225  gallons, 
my  bedding,  clothing,  and  in  fact  every  thing  I had 
was  soaked  in  oil.  I stopt  at  the  door  until  driven 
away  by  the  flames.  I then  took  a keg  of  gunpow- 
der, my  balls  and  one  musket  to  the  top  of  the 
house,  then  went  below  and  began  to  cut  away  the 
stairs  about  half  way  up  from  the  bottom;  1 had 
great  difficulty  in  getting  the  old  negro  man  up  the 
space  I had  already  cut,  but  the  flames  now  drove 
me  from  my  labor,  and  I retreated  to  the  top  of  the 
house.  I covered  over  the  shuttle  that  leads  to 
the  lanthern,  which  kept  the  fire  from  me  for  some 
time;  at  last  the  awful  moment  arrived,  the  crack- 
ing flames  burst  around  me,  the  savages  at  the 
same  time  began  their  hellish  yells,  my  poor  old 
negro  looked  up  to  me  with  tears  in  his  eyes  he 
could  not  speak;  we  went  out  of  the  lanthern  and 
layed  down  on  the  edge  of  the  platform,  two  feet 
wide,  the  lanthern  now  was  full  of  flames  the 
lamps  and  glasses  bursting  and  flying  in  all  direc- 
tions, my  clothes  on  fire,  and  to  move  from  the 
place  where  I was  would  be  instant  death  from 
their  rifles;  my  flesh  was  roasting  and  to  put  an 
end  to  my  horrible  suffering,  I got  up,  threw  the 
keg  of  gunpowder  down  the  skuttle,  instantly  it 
exploded  and  shook  the  tower  from  the  top  to  the 
bottom;  it  had  not  the  desired  effect  of  blowing 
me  to  eternity,  but  it  threw  down  the  stairs  and  all 
ihe  wooden  work  near  the  top  of  the  house,  it 
damped  the  fire  for  a moment  but  soon  blazed’  as 
fierce  as  ever;  the  negro  man  said  he  was  wound- 
ed, which  was  the  la3t  word  he  ever  spoke.  By 
this  time  I had  received  some  wounds  myself,  and 
finding  no  chance  for  my  life,  for  I was  roastino- 
alive,  I took  the  determination  to  jump  off,  I got 
up,  went  outside  the  iron  railing,  recommending 
my  soul  to  God,  and  was  on  the  point  of  going 
head  foremost  on  the  rocks  below,  when  somethin^ 
dictated  to  me  to  return  and  lay  down  again;  I did 
so,  and  in  two  minutes  the  fire  fell  to  the  bottom  of 
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the  house.  It  is  a remarkable  circumstance  that 
not  one  ball  struck  me  when  I stood  up  out  side 


of  New  Orleans.  From  the  low  and  marshy  situa- 1 Along  the  route  of  the  great  New  York  canal,  (that 


tion  of  the  grounds,  the  earth  being  thoroughly  glorious  monument  of  the  glorious  memory  of  De 
the  railing,  although  they  were  flying  all  around  j saturated  with  water,  inhumation  in  the  proper  Witt  Clinton),  a canal,  a rail  road,  and  a turr.pke, 

are  to  be  seen  in  the  width  of  perhaps  a hundred 


**'-*'-  J ”>  .......  | ...  - 

me  like  hail  stones.  I found  the  old  negro  man  ; sense  of  the  term  is  impossible,  and  recourse  is  ne 
dead,  being  shot  in  seven  places  and  literally  roast 
ed.  A few  minutes  after  the  fire  fell,  a stilf  breeze 


sprung  up  from  the  southward,  which  was  a great 
blessing  to  me.  I had  to  lay  where  I was,  for  I 
could  not  walk,  having  received  six  rifle  balls 
three  in  each  foot.  The  Indians  thinking  me  dead 
Jeft  the  light  house,  and  set  fire  to  the  dwelling 
house,  kitchen  and  other  out  houses  and  began  to 
carry  their  plunder  to  the  beach;  they  took  ail  the 
empty  barrels,  the  drawers  of  the  bureaus,  and  in 
fact  every  thing  that  would  act  as  a vessel  to  hold 
any  thing;  my  provisions  were  in  the  light  house 
except  a barrel  of  flour,  which  they  took  off.  The 
next  morning  they  hauled  out  of  the  light  house  by 
means  of  a pole,  the  tin  that  composed  the  oil 
tanks,  no  doubt  to  make  graters  to  manufacture 
the  county  root  into  what  we  cedi  arrow  root. 
After  loading  my  little  sloop  about  ten  or  twelve 
went  into  her,  the  rest  took  to  the  beach  to  meet  at 
the  other  end  of  the  island;  this  happened,  as  I 
judge,  about  10  A.  M.  My  eyes  being  much  af- 
fected prevented  me  from  knowing  their  actual 
force,  but  I judge  there  were  from  forty  to  fifty, 
perhaps  more.  I was  now  almost  as  bad  off  as  be- 
fore, a burning  fever  on  me,  my  feet  shot  to  pieces, 
no  clothes  to  cover  me,  nothing  to  eat  or  drink,  a 
hot  sun  over  my  head,  a dead  man  by  my  side,  no 
friend  near  or  any  to  expect,  and  placed  between 
seventy  and  eighty  feet  from  the  earth  and  no 
chance  of  getting  down,  my  situation  was  truly 
horrible;  about  12  o’clock  I thought  I could  per- 
ceive a vessel  not  far  off,  I took  a piece  of  the  old 
negro’s  trowsers  that  had  escaped  the  flames  by 
being  wet  with  blood,  and  made  a signal;  some- 
time in  the  afternoon  I saw  twp  boats  with  my 
sloop  in  tow  coming  to  the  landing,  I had  no  doubt 
but  they  were  the  Indians  having  seen  my  signal, 
and  returned  to  finish  their  murderous  designs,  but 
it  proved  to  be  boats  of  the  United  States  schooner 
Motto,  captain  Armstrong,  with  a detachment  of 
seamen  and  marines,  under  the  command  of  lieuten- 
ant Lloyd,  of  the  sloop  of  war  Concord;  they  had 
retaken  my  sloop  after  the  Indians  had  stripped  her 
of  her  sails  and  rigging  and  every  thing  of  conse- 
quence belonging  io  her;  they  informed  me  they 
plosio 


cessarily  had  in  all  cases  to  tombs  and  cells  on  the  yards,  each  of  them  crowded  with  travel,  or  over- 
surface  of  the  ground  for  the  depositing  of  the  dead. ! flowing  with  commerce.  Throughout  their  course. 
The  cemeteries  are  therefore  laid  out  in  regular ! lands  that  before  their  construction  w ould  scarcely 


squares,  with  broad  gravel  walks  intervening  and 
traversing  the  whole  extent,  and  along  these  walks 
the  tombs  and  cells  are  erected  in  continuous  rows, 
often  to  the  height  of  several  layers  or  stories,  pre- 
senting in  reality  the  appearance  of  a city  in  minia- 
ture. 

They  are  composed  chiefly  of  brick,  neatly  stuc- 
coed and  whitewashed  or  painted,  and  have  gene- 
rally encased  in  the  centre  a black  or  gray  tablet 
of  polished  stone  with  a gilded  inscription.  Many, 
however,  are  fronted  with  elegantly  carved  marble, 
and  occasionally  one  is  seen  composed  of  marble 
entirely,  or  of  granite  or  fine  sand  stone,  indicating 
by  its  isolated  position,  superior  altitude,  or  greater 


command  five  dollars  the  acre,  now  sell  for  fifty, 
seventy-five  or  a hundred.  Passing  along  it,  you 
see  no  space  of  three  miles  without  a town  or  vil- 
lage, and  you  are  never  out  of  the  sound  of  a church 
bell. 

We  of  the  south  are  mistaken  in  the  character  of 
these  people,  when  we  think  of  them  only  as  ped- 
lers  in  horn  flints  and  bark  nutmegs.  Their  energy 
and  enterprise  are  directed  to  all  objects,  great 
and  small,  w ithin  their  reach.  At  the  fall  'of  a 
scanty  rivulet,  they  set  up  their  little  manufactory 
of  wooden  buttons  or  combs;  they  plant  a barren 
hill  side  with  broom  corn,  and  make  it  into  brooms 
at  the  bottom — and  on  its  top  they  erect  a wind- 


magriificence,  the  resting  place  of  the  mortal  re- 1 mill.  Thus,  at  a single  spot  you  may  see  the  air. 


heard  my  pxpTosion  twelve  miles  off  and  ran  down 
to  my  assistance,  but  did  not  expect  to  find  me 
alive;  those  gentlemen  did  all  in  their  power  to  re- 
lieve me,  but  night  coming  on,  they  returned  on 
board  the  Motto  after  assuring  me  of  their  assist- 
ance in  the  morning.  Next  morning,  Monday, 
July  6th,  three  boats  landed,  amongst  them  captain 
Cole,  of  the  schooner  Pee  Dee,  from  New  York — 
they  had  made  a kite  during  the  night  to  get  a line 
to  me,  but  without  effect — they  then  fired  twine 
from  their  muskets  made  fast  to  a ramrod  which  I 
received,  and  hauled  up  a tail  block  and  made  fast 
round  an  iron  stancheon,  rove  the  twine  through 
the  block,  and  they  below  by  that  means  rove  a 
two  inch  rope  and  hoisted  up  two  men  who  soon 
landed  me  on  terra  firma,  1 must  state  here  that 
the  Indians  had  made  a ladder  by  lashing  pieces  of 
wood  across  the  lightening  rod,  near  forty  feet  from 
the  ground  as  if  to  have  my  scalp  nolens  volens; 
this  happened  on  the  4th.  After  I got  on  board 
the  Motto,  every  map  from  the  captain  to  the  cook 
tried  to  alleviate  my  sufferings.  On  the  7th  I was 
received  in  the  military  hospital  through  the  polite- 
ness of  lieutenant  Alvord,  of  the  4th  regiment  of 
United  States  infantry;  he  has  dope  every  thing  to 
make  my  situation  as  comfortable  as  possible. 

J must  not  omit  here  to  return  my  thanks  to  the 
citizens  of  Key  West  generally,  for  their  sympathy 
and  kind  offers  of  any  thing  I would  wish,  that  was 
in  their  power  to  bestow,  Before  J left  Key  West, 
two  balls  were  extracted,  and  one  remains  in  my 
right  leg;  but  since  I am  under  the  care  of  Dr. 
Ramsey,  who  has  paid  every  attention  to  me,  he 
will  know  best  whether  to  extract  it  or  not. 

These  lines  were  written  to  let  my  friends  know 
that  I am  still  in  the  land  of  the  living,  and  am  now 
in  Charleston,  S,  C.  where  every  attention  is  paid 
me — although  a cripple  I can  eat  my  allowance, 
and  walk  about  without  the  use  of  a cane.  Re- 
spectfully, yours, 

JOHN  W.  B.  THOMPSON- 

ALL  SAINTS  DAY  IN  NEW  ORLEANS. 

New  Orleans,  November  2. 

Yesterday  being  the  holliday  celebrated  among 
the  professors  of  the  Catholic  faith  as  All  Saints  Day, 
we  with  the  rest  of  our  good  citizens,  sallied  forth  to 
witness  in  the  Catholic  cemetrv,  the  observances 
and  ceremonies  usual  on  this  occasion.  Burial 
grounds  have  often  been  termed  “cities  of  the 
dead,”  but  we  have  never  seen  any  to  which  the 
term,  could  so  appropriately  be  applied  as  to  those 


mains  of  some  wealthy  inhabitant  of  olden  times. 
Before  the  approach  of  All  Saints  Day,  those  of 
the  tombs  which  have  suffered  any  injury  from 
time  or  accident,  are  repaired  and  the  whole  are 
newly  white  washed  or  painted,  and  on  this  occa- 
sion they  are  beautifully  ornamented  with  wreaths 
of  cypress  and  garlands  of  flowers.  In  the  after- 
noon, a procession  of  priests  accompanied  by  a 
train  of  youths  clothed  in  white,  and  bearing  in 
their  hands  long  flambeaux  enter  the  sacred  en- 
closure and  offer  in  some  conspicuous  place  prayers 
for  the  souls  of  the  departed.  During  this  service, 
rows  of  lighted  tapers  are  every  where  burning  in 
front  of  the  tombs,  and  the  friends  of  the  deceased 
are  seen  engaged  in  deep  and  solemn  communion, 
invoking  the  blessings  of  heaven  upon  the  disem- 
bodied spirits  of  their  relatives.  The  whole  scene 
is  one  of  great  interest  and  solemnity,  well  calculat- 
ed to  inspire  the  minds  of  the  thousands  of  specta- 
tors who  throng  along  the  walls  with  a feeling  of 
veneration  and  awe. 

The  custom  of  this  annually  repairing  and  deco- 
rating thq  monuments  of  the  dead,  is  we  believe  pe- 
culiar to  the  Catholic  church,  but  is  certainly  wor- 
thy of  the  imitation  of  all  sects  and  denominations. 
It  is  useful  not  only  in  perpetuating  the  monuments 
of  those  who  once  lived  and  acted  their  parts  in  the 
great  drama  of  life,  but  it  has  another  salutary  effect 
upon  the  feelings  and  hearts  of  those  who  are  in- 
terested. Old  associations  are.  revived,  the  treasur- 
ed remembrances  of  the  dead  are  called  up,  and  the 
history  of  their  virtues  and  excellencies  freshened 
in  the  memory.  Man  is  periodically  reminded,  too, 
that  this  is  not  his  abiding  place,  that  his  stay  upon 
earth  is  transient,  and  that  in  a few  short  years  at 
most  his  survivors  will  be  called  upon  to  perform 
the  same  kind  offices  to  his  earthly  remains. 

In  an  ever  active  and  bustling  community  like 
ours  where  the  mind  is  continually  employed  in  the 
multifarious  pursuits  and  occupations  of  life,  with- 
out one  moment  to  devote  uninterruptedly  to  the 
consideration  of  a future  state,  of  the  brief  duration 
of  the  present  existence,  some  solemn  and  deeply 
impressive  ceremony  is  essentially  requisite,  to  tear 
away  for  a time  our  thoughts  from  worldly  cares, 
and  yield  them  to  meditations  of  a loftier  and  more 
spiritual  character;  to  force  upon  us  the  humiliating 
lesson  of  mortality,  and  to  wean  us,  if  possible, 
from  the  absorbing  attachments  to  earthly  gains  and 
possessions.  [Bee. 
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THE  NORTH  AND  THE  SOUTH. 

The  following  is  an  interesting  sketch  of  the  re- 
cent speech  of  Mr.  Senator  Preston,  at  a public 
meeting  at  Columbia,  in  reference  to  the  Charles 
ton  and  Cincinnati  rail  road,  ip  which  he  took  oc- 
casion to  bear  honorable  testimony,  from  personal 
observation,  to  the  character,  the  enterprise  and 
public  spirit  of  the  north. 

Mr.  Preston,  in  his  speech  concerning  the  rail 
road,  on  Monday  last  drew  a very  striking  contrast 
between  the  difference  of  character  of  the  people  of 
the  northern  and  of  the  southern  parts  of  the  union, 
and  the  consequently  opposite  condition  of.  the 
counties  that  they  inhabit. 

He  said  that  no  southern  man  can  journey,  (as 
he  had  lately  done),  through  the  northern  states, 
and  witnesss  the  prosperity,  the  industry,  the  pub- 
lic spirit,  which  they  exhibit,  the  sedulous  cultiva- 
tion of  all  those  arts  by  which  life  is  rendered  com- 
fortable and  respectable,  without  feelings  of  deep 
sadness  and  shame,  as  he  remembers  his  own  ne- 
glected and  desolate  home.  There,  no  dwelling  is 
to  be  seen  abandoned,  no  farm  uncultivated,  no 
man  idle,  no  waterfall,  even,  unemployed.  Every 
person  and  every  thing  performs  a part  towards  the 
grand  result,  and  the  whole  land  is  covered  with 
fertile  fields,  with  manufactories,  and  canals,  and 
rail  roads,  and  public,  edifices,  aqd  towns  and  cities, 


the  earth  and  the  water,  all  working  lor  them.  But, 
at  the  same  time,  the  ocean  is  whitened  to  its  extre- 
mities with  the  sails  of  their  ships,  and  the  land  is 
covered  with  their  works  of  art  and  usefulness. 

Massachusetts  is  perhaps  the  most  flourishing  of 
the  northern  states.  Yet,  of  natural  productions, 
she  exports  but  two  articles — granite  and  ice.  Ab- 
solutely nothing  but  rock  and  ice.'  Every  thing  else 
of  her  commerce,  from  which  she  derives  so  much, 
is  artificial — the  work  of  her  own  hands. 

All  this  is  done,  in  a region  with  a bleak  climate 
and  steril  soil,  by  the  energy  and  intelligence  of 
the  people  Each  man  knows  that  the  public  good 
is  his  individual  advantage.  The  number  of  rail 
roads,  and  other  modes  of  expeditious  intercommu- 
nication, knits  the  whole  country  into  a closely 
compacted  mass,  through  which  the  productions 
of  commerce  and  of  the  press,  the  comforts  of  life, 
and  the  means  of  knowledge,  are  universally  dif- 
fused; while  the  close  intercourse  of  travel  and  bu- 
siness makes  all  men  neighbors,  and  promotes  a 
common  interest  and  common  sjunpathy.  In  a com. 
munity  thus  connected,  a single  flash  of  thought 
pervades  the  whole  land,  almost  as  rapidly  as  thought  s 
itself  can  fly.  The  population  becomes,  as  it  were, 
a single  set  of  muscles,  animated  by  one  heart,  and 
directed  by  a common  sensorium. 

How  different  the  condition  of  things  in  the 
south!  Here,  the  face  of  the  country  wears  the 
aspect  of  premature  old  age  and  decay.  No  im- 
provement is  seen  going  on,  nothing  is  done  for 
posterity,  no  man  thinks  of  any  thing  beyond  the 
present  moment.  Our  lands  are  yearly  tasked  to 
their  utmost  capacity  of  production,  and,  when  ex- 
hausted, are  abandoned  for  the  youthful  west.  Be- 
cause  nature  has  been  prodigal  to  us,  we  seem  to 
think  it  unnecessary  to  do  any  thing  for  ourselves. 
The  industry  and  skill  that  have  converted  the  in- 
clement and.  barren  hills  of  New  England  into  a 
garden,  in  the  genial  climate  and  fertile  soil  ol  the 
south,  would  create  almost  a paradise.  Our  natural  ] 
advantages  me  among  the  greatest  with  which  Pro- 
vidence lias  blessed  mankind,  but  we  lack  the  spirit  • 
to  enjoy  and  improve  them.  The  rich  ore  is  be- 
neath our  feet,  yet  we  dig  not  for  it.  The  golden 
fruit  hangs  from  the  bough,  and  we  lift  not  our 
hands  to  gather  it.  The  cask  of  delicious  liquor  is 
before  our  eyes,  but  we  are  too  lazy  even  to  broach  , 
it.  In  thinking,  in  writing  and  in  talking,  we  are ; 
equal  to  any  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth;  but  wo 
do  nothing  but  think,  write  and  talk. 


HESSIAN  FLY. 

The  annexed  article  relative  to  the  habits  and 
progress  of  this  destructive  insect,  is  from  the  pen 
of  a gentleman  in  this  vicinity,  who  carefully  and 
minutely  watched  it  through  all  its  stages  during  the 
past  year.  We  have  reason  to  think  it  is  a taith- 
ful  narration  of  its  history  through  all  its  stages 
and  changes.  He  adverts  to  a probable  remedy  to 
destroy  the  insect  before  doing  mischief  to  the 
young  wheat,  but  that  is  in  some  degree  conjectural , 
The  Individual  who  can  introduce  a certain  and 
effectual  remedy  against  the  ravages  of  the  fly,  will 
Indeed  be  a blessing  to  his  species  and  a benefactor 
to  his  country.  The  subject  is  deserving  great  con- 
sideration and  attention,  and  should  awaken  a spirit 
of  inquiry  among  our  agricultural  friends  at  this 
season  of  leisure,'  [Bucks  county  Intelligencer. 

The  fly  itself  is  a small  insect  with  long  bluish 
wings,  and  may  be  seen  hovering  about  over  a 
wheat  field  in  a warm  day  in  the  fall,  after  the  wheat 
is  up  and  has  got  Into  stooling — it  then  deposits  its 
eggs,  from  one  to  five  or  six,  on  the  lower  leaf 
where  it  joins  the  stock.  The  eggs,  when  first  laid, 
are  about  the  size  of  a point  of  a pin  and  white; 
they  grow  until  they  become  of  the  size  and  shape 
of  a flax  seed,  when  they  change  their  color  to  a 
brown,  and  appear  in  shape  and  color  of  a flax 
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■ seed.  While  in  the  uite  state  they  appear  to  ex- 
[ tract  nourishment  frn  the  stock  of  wheat,  from 
I their  wounding;  it,  e eggs  continue  in  the  flax 
I seed  state  in  the  stcK  at  the  junction  of  the  lower 
I leaf,  until  the  nextiring,  and  every  stock  that  has 
I an  egg  in  it  turns  t a dark  green  and  perishes  be- 
S fore  the  next  sprin-  In  the  spring,  after  the  wheat 

1“  begins  to  grow,  n eggs  can  be  found  in  the  live 
wheat,  but  on  ex?dning,  there  will  be  found  dead 
. stools  of  wheat,  jd  on  taking  these  up  you  will 
\ find  the  egg  at  t?  root  of  the  stool  where  it  was 
e deposited,'  appeiing  like  a flax  seed.  When  the 
i weather  become  warm  in  the  spring  these  eggs 

I hatch,  and  the  ttle  creature  crawls  up  out  of  the 
ground,  and  b<ins  to  lay  eggs  on  the  surviving 
f wheat  close  to  he  stock  on  the  lower  leaf,  where 
[ the  egg  remais,  going  through  its  changes  until 
f fall,  when  it  cures  out  a fly  again,  and  commences 

Ion  the  new  s<vn  wheat. 

The  fly  wi  lay  its  egg  in  rye,  but  the  rye  stock 
grows  stronprnd  fast,  and  bursts  open  the  husk  leaf 
where  the  ;gg  is  laid  and  the  egg  falls  out  and 
perishes.  1 will  lay  its  eggs  in  oats  and  timothy, 
but  not  to  d much  injury.  This  fly  is  a very  dif- 
ferent inset  from  the  fly  that  has  lately  made  its 
appcaranc  in  New  England  and  New  York  state, 
or  the  Mryland  fly — in  both  these  last  cases  the 
fly  lays  it  egg  in  the  grain  while  in  the  milk  state, 
and  the  worm  eats  the  milk  and  meal  out  of  the 
grain,  b t in  no  case  has  the  grain  been  eaten  by 
the  Hesian  fly  or  found  in  it — but  all  these  flies 
may  depredate  in  the  same  field  in  their  own  way. 
What‘S  the  remedy?  It  cannot  be  in  applying  any 
thing  to  seed  before  sowing,  as  the  fly  lives  on  the 
root  ir  near  it,  instead  of  the  ear  or  grain.  Even 
gooi  tillage  has  failed  this  last  season  as  well  as 
latf  sowing — Will  not  lime  do  it  if  properly  appli- 
ed as  a very  small  portion  of  lime  is  a quick  and 
c.-rtain  death  to  many  insects?  A pint  of  quick 
Ime  mixed  with  100  bushels  of  wheat  will  destroy 
every  weavel  in  it,  and  if  blown  from  a fan  into  a 
barn  it  will  destroy  or  drive  themiall  out. 

Lime  is  a certain  and  quick  death  to  flees,  &c. 
and  it  is  said  that  by  sowing  over  the  grain  it  will 
destroy  the  egg  in  the  grain.  Supposing  a farmer 
when  ne  found  the  fly  was  in  his  wheat  depositing 
its  eggs  should  sow  half  a bushel  of  lime  while 
warm  after  slacking  upon  an  acre,  in  a still  morn- 
ing while  the  dew  is  on — the  lime  being  light  and 
fine  will  spread  and  settle  down  on  the  leaves  of 
the  wheat,  and  reach  the  egg  while  in  the  soft  and 
white  state  and  most  likely  to  destroy  it.  Where 
the  stubble  is  full  of  the  egg,  by  plowing  deep  in 
the  fall  or  early  in  the  spring,  the  egg  will  be  buri- 
ed so  deep  that  it  will  perish.  In  the  fall  one  or 
two  frosts  will  destroy  most  of  the  fly,  as  late  sow- 
ing has  in  some  cases.  BUCKS. 


THE  AMERICAN  PRESS. 

We  find  the  following  circular  in  the  New  York 
Observer. 

CIRCULAR. 

New  York,  Aug.  I,  1836. 

Sir:  A meeting  of  citizens  has  recently  been 
held  in  this  city,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
present  condition  of  the  American  press,  the  pros- 
pects of  our  country,  as  likely  to  be  alfected  by  its 
influence;  and  the  practicability  and  expediency  of 
establishing  a national  institution,  on  an  extended 
scale,  for  the  diifusion  of  knowledge,  in  connection 
with  pure  and  salutary  principles,  similar  in  its 
structure  and  design  to  European  societies  for  the 
same  purpose.  A committee  was  appointed  at  that 
meeting  to  draft  a constitution  for  such  a society, 
and  to  take  measures  to  secure  extensively  the 
union  and  systematic  co-operation  of  wise  and  good 
men  in  every  section  of  our  country,  in  furtherance 
of  the  principles  and  objects  it  is  designed  to  pro- 
mote. As  that  committee,  we  take  the  liberty  of 
addressing  you,  respectfully  inviting  your  attention 
to  this  subject,  and  your  counsel  and  aid  in  the 
great  work  proposed. 

It  is  universally  acknowledged  that  the  press  is 
the  most  nowerful  agent  now  acting  on  the  human 
mind.  That  our  country  is  to  be  a field  where  its 
power  will  be  pre-eminently  exerted,  is  equally 
clear:  the  extensive  circulation  of  newspapers,  ma- 
gazines and  other  publications  of  every  description, 
is  creating  among  our  population  a general  habit  of 
reading  hitherto  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  na- 
tions; and  it  inevitably  follows,  that  individual  and 
national  character  will,  in  a great  measure,  be  form- 
ed by  the  kind  of  publications  which  gain  the  most 
general  circulation  among  us;  and  that  consequent- 
ly the  destinies  of  our  country,  and  its  influence  on 
other  nations,  will  very  much  depend  on  the  direc- 
tion which  may  now  be  given  to  the  press. 

The  principle,  adopted  by  the  committee,  is,  that 
the  universal  diifusion  of  knowledge,  imbued  with 
the  spirit  of  Christianity,  is  indispensable  for  bring- 
ing any  people  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  best  ci- 


vil and  social  institutions.  And  that,  in  a country, 
whose  institutions  depend  for  their  prosperity  and 
stability,  not  on  the  arm  of  power,  but  solely  on 
the  elevating  and  conservative  influence  of  a pure, 
enlightened  and  well  regulated  public  mind,  where 
the  voice  of  the  people  is  supreme  law,  the  impor- 
tance of  diffusing  information  connected  with  sound 
and  virtuous  principles  cannot  be  overrated.  In- 
telligence and  Christian  principle  constitute  the  pal- 
ladium of  American  liberty. 

Among  the  incidental  advantages  that  may  be 
expected  to  follow  from  the  labors  of  this  society, 
will  be  the  increased  attention  it  will  naturally  ex- 
cite towards  the  cause  of  education.  Already  a 
deep  interest  throughout  our  land,  in  the  subject  of 
universal  education,  based  upon  the  principles  of 
the  Bible,  has  begun  to  appear,  and  the  importance 
of  a more  liberal  and  expansive  provision  for  the 
wants  of  our  rising  population  is  imperatively  felt. 
The  mass  of  uncultivated  minds  rising  up  among 
us,  of  foreign  as  well  as  of  native  origin,  indicates 
the  necessity  of  some  more  adequate  system  for  the 
mental  and  moral  improvement  of  the  community. 

It  is  known  that  a large  proportion  of  our  juve- 
nile population  is  coming  forward  with  the  rapidity 
of  time,  to  exercise  the  'rights  and  perform  the  du- 
ties of  American  citizens,  without  an  adequate  cul- 
ture either  of  mind  or  heart.  With  multitudes  of 
such  characters  about  to  exert  their  influence  on 
the  state  of  society,  what  can  be  expected,  but  that 
they  will  fill  our  cities  and  villages  with  crime,  and 
our  whole  land  with  the  evils  and  sorrows  attend- 
ing an  ignorant,  vicious  and  unprincipled  popula- 
tion. 

In  some  other  countries  less  favored  than  ours, 
may  be  found  a far  more  liberal  and  generous  pro- 
vision for  the  instruction  of  the  people,  than  exists 
among  us,  if  we  take  into  view  tne  whole  extent  of 
our  territory  and  the  aggregate  of  our  population; 
and  the  committee  feel  convinced,  that  the  most  fa- 
vored portions  of  our  land,  is  below  the  standard 
which  is  requisite  for  the  permanent  prosperity  of 
our  republican  institutions.  To  extend,  therefore, 
the  means  of  diffusing  widely  among  our  people, 
useful  knowledge,  the  committee  cannot  but 
regard  as  an  imperious  duty  devolving  on  every 
good  citizen,  as  a patriot,  philanthropist  and  Chris- 
tian. 

In  view  of  such  considerations,  it  is  proposed  to 
establish  a national  institution  on  the  plan  develop- 
ed in  the  subjoined  constitution,  to  which  the  com- 
mittee particularly  invite  your  attention.  They 
also  solicit  your  views  of  the  principles  it  involves; 
your  opinion  of  the  probable  reception,  by  the  com- 
munity at  large  of  publications  to  be  issued  under 
(such  sanctions;  and  of  the  sympathy  and  co-opera- 
tion, both  of  a literary  and  pecuniary  nature,  in 
your  district  of  country,  which  such  an  enterprise 
may  be  likely  to  secure. 

A more  extended  m-’e'ing,  for  the  consideration 
of  this  subject,  the  adopt  on  of  the  constitution,  and 
the  organization  of  the  society,  will  be  held  at  a 
future  day.  A reply  to  this  communication,  at  the 
earliest  possible  period,  with  your  observations  on 
the  general  object,  and  the  best  means  of  promoting 
it,  is  particularly  requested.  We  are,  respectfully, 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  John  McVickar, 


Albert  Gallatin,  Gorham  D.  Abbott, 

Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Peter  G.  Stuyvesant, 

R.  Hyde  Walworth,  John  Knox, 

W.  B.  Crosby,  Samuel  Ward, 

Hugh  Maxwell,  Henry  Cary, 

S.  V.  S.  Wilder,  William  A.  Duer, 

John  A.  Stevens,  William  Bard, 

Gabril  P.  Disosway,  John  Proudfit, 

Joseph  Holdich,  John  T.  Gilchrist, 

J.  Goodhue,  A.  P.  Halsey, 

A.  W.  Ives,  Valentine  Mott, 

Leonard  Woods,  jr.  John  Griscom, 

J.  E.  Cogswell,  W.  R.  Williams, 

W.  A.  Tomlinson,  Timothy  R.  Green. 

N.  B.  Answers  to  be  directed  to 

John  McVickar,  Columbia  college , N.  York,  or 

Gorham  D.  Abbott,  20  Clinton  Place,  N.  York. 

DANIEL  WEBSTER’S  LECTURE. 

Daniel  Webster  delivered  the  introductory  lec- 
ture on  Tuesday  evening  the  1st  inst.  before  the 
Boston  lyceum.  The  Odeon  was  crowded  with 
auditors.  The  subject  which  he  selected  was  one 
which  his  vigorous  and  philosophic  mind  was  well 
calculated  to  grasp,  involving  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant principles  in  political  economy.  He  spoke 
of  the  wonderful  process  of  popular  knowledge  in 
the  present  age — of  the  vast  accession  within  a few 
years  to  the  number  of  proficients  in  morals,  poli- 
tics, science,  art  and  literature.  He  conceived  that 
this  hastened  knowledge  was  not  the  result  of  a 
slow  measured  pace  in  the  progress  of  society,  but 
owing  to  some  active  causes,  which  have  been  in 
operation  only  a few  years.  The  physical  wants 


of  mankind  which  require  the  earliest  attention, 
are  food,  raiment,  shelter  and  fuel.  These  must  be 
supplied  before  man  has  leisure  to  attend  to  the  cul- 
tivation of  his  mind.  In  all  civilized  countries, 
particularly  in  this  country,  the  thirst  for  know- 
ledge is  great  and  increasing — and  must  be  ascrib- 
ed to  some  great  change  and  improvement  in  the 
mass  of  mankind.  Food,  shelter  and  clothing  are 
objects  of  easier  attainment  than  formerly — and  it 
thus  appears  that  the  rapid  progress  of  popular 
knowledge  is  caused  by  the  increase  of  the  com- 
forts, and  the  ability  to  provide  for  the  wants  of  the 
great  mass  of  society. 

He  next  inquired  into  the  causes  of  this  rapid 
improvement  in  the  condition  of  mankind — and  as- 
cribed them  to  the  successful  application  of  science 
to  art,  or  in  other  words  to  scientific  art,  which  has 
been  so  extensively  brought  forward  within  a few 
years  to  aid  the  industry  of  man.  Writers  on  po- 
litical economy  have  generally  considered  that  la- 
bor is  the  only  productive  source  of  wealth.  Any 
augmentation  of  labor  must  of  course  increase  in  a 
corresponding  degree  the  productions  of  the  earth, 
and  it  has  been  the  purpose  of  scientific  art  to  cre- 
ate an  active  agency  which  may  in  a philosophical 
view  be  regarded  as  labor.  It  has  sought  to  accom- 
plish this  work  by  bringing  in  the  elements  to  as- 
sist in  performing  labors  which  were  once  executed 
solely  by  man — and  in  this  way  labor-saving  ma- 
chines or  more  properly  speaking  labor-doing  ma- 
chines have  multiplied  throughout  the  land.  This 
work  of  machinery  should  be  regarded  in  all  senses 
as  labor,  as  purely  as  if  it  was  the  work  of  slaves — 
with  this  difference,  that  the  labor-saving  machines 
are  non-consumers,  having  no  wants  to  supply. — 
Mr.  Webster  stated  that  the  aggregate  amount  of 
labor  executed  by  means  of  water  or  steam  defied 
all  calculation.  The  era  of  this  successful  applica- 
tion of  science  to  art  was  commenced  by  Richard 
Arkwright  and  Robert  Fulton.  These  two  emi- 
nent men  succeeded  in  bringing  theory  into  prac- 
tice— and  by  dint  of  their  untiring  perseverance 
and  skill  succeeded  in  producing  results,  which 
have  been  immensely  beneficial  to  their  respective 
countries  and  to  mankind.  From  this  period  may 
be  dated  the  commencement  of  increased  zeal  for 
popular  knowdedge.  These  mighty  results  have 
changed  the  face  of  society,  and  the  mighty  agency 
of  which  we  have  only  seen  the  beginning  and  pro- 
gress  is  the  consequence  of  the  application  of  science 
to  art. 

Mr.  W.  spoke  of  the  salutary  effect  which  this 
agency  has  produced  on  commerce  and  agriculture 
— and  of  the  vast  wealth  which  it  added’  to  coun- 
tries where  it  was  duly  appreciated  and  encouraged 
— the  earnings  by  the  labor  of  this  kind  of  machi- 
nery, in  England  alone,  produced  on  exported  ma- 
nufactured articles,  being  estimated  at  $30,000,000 
a year.  And  this  augmentation  of  the  wealth  and 
comfort  of  mankind  is  in  its  nature  inexclusive,  em- 
bracing all  conditions  and  reaching  every  station  in 
society.  It  is  beneficial  to  the  rich  and  the  poor — 
and  generally  far  more  beneficial  to  the  poor  man 
than  to  the  rich.  Its  mighty  consequences  are  seen 
in  the  improved  condition  of  all  classes — in  their 
dwellings,  in  their  modes  of  living  and  other  com- 
forts which  add  to  their  happiness. 

Mr.  Webster  next  adverted  to  the  importance  of 
wealth  in  carrying  on  large  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments— and  the  necesity  for  partnerships  of  in- 
dividuals tor  this  purpose,  under  the  restraints  and 
pretection  of  the  laws.  The  tendency  of  these  in- 
corporated companies  is  not  merely  to  amass  pro- 
perty— but  to  diffuse  it.  And  the  present  unexam- 
pled prosperity  and  happiness  of  New  England  may 
be  attributed  in  a great  measure  to  the  diligent  em- 
ployment of  our  citizens.  He  also  exposed  in  the 
most  triumphant  manner  the  popular  fallacy,  that 
capital  is  an  enemy  to  labor — and  showed  that 
while  aggregated  wealth  has  for  years  been  steadily 
employed  In  the  application  of  science  to  art,  the 
price  of  labor  has  been  constantly  increasing — and 
is  now  higher  in  this  country,  than  has  ever  before 
been  known — thus  contradicting  the  favorite  dogmas 
of  the  writers  on  political  economy.  Labor  with  us 
is  free — and  is  constantly  accumulating  for  all, 
owing  to  the  enterprise  of  our  citizens,  and  the 
skill  with  which  capital  is  employed.  In  Europe, 
the  laborer  is  always  a laborer — but  not  so  in  New 
England.  Here  capital  and  labor  are  less  distinct- 
ly divided.  There  is  no  class  which  owns  all  the 
capital,  and  another  which  owns  all  the  labor.  In- 
dustrious and  sober  young  men,  who  are  laborers 
to-day,  may  reasonably  expect  to  become  capitalists 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Webster  next  entered  into  the  inquiry  of 
what  effect  this  great  accumulation  of  labor  by 
means  of  scientific  art,  and  the  thirst  of  knowledge 
which  is  characteristic  of  the  age  in  which  we  live, 
would  have  on  the  morals  and  religious  feelings  of 
mankind.  He  thought  the  effect  produced  must  be 
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a good  one.  It  was  against  the  nature  of  man  and 
the  order  of  Providence,  that  increased  knowledge 
should  lead  to  vice — and  accordingly  it  is  found 
that  no  age,  but  this  which  is  so  strongly  charac- 
terized for  the  diffusion  of  popular  knowledge,  has 
produced  such  great  improvements  in  morals.  We 
have  moral  teaching  multiplied  from  our  lecture 
rooms,  from  the  pulpit  and  the  mouths  of  admonish- 
ing friends — from  the  press  and  from  nature,  whose 
lecture  room  is  the  whole  universe.  The  facilities 
for  diffusing  moral  and  religious  instruction  is  now 
very  great— and  we  already  experience  its  effects 
in  the  progress  of  the  temperance  reform — the  flou- 
rishing state  of  our  Sunday  schools,  and  other  in- 
stitutions. This  increase  of  knowledge  doubtless 
gives  man  a higher  estimate  of  his  religious  rela- 
tions. Within  a few  years,  copies  of  the  Bible 
have  multiplied  to  a great  extent — missions  have 
gone  forth  into  all  parts  of  Christendom,  and  into 
pagan  lands — large  sums  have  been  collected  for 
the  support  of  the  clergy,  and  for  the  erection  of 
houses  of  public  worship — and  various  other  cir- 
cumstances show  that  piety  keeps  pace  with  the  in- 
creasing knowledge  of  the  people.  And  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  religion,  virtue,  benevolence  and  philan- 
thropy will  now  and  at  all  times,  here  and  hereafter, 
attend  the  progress  of  popular  knowledge. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  brief  and  imper- 
fect synopsis  that  Mr.  Webster  on  this  occasion  se- 
lected a subject  particularly  suited  to  his  extraordi- 
nary mental  powers  and  habits  of  thinking.  It  was 
treated  in  a masterly  manner  and  may  be  said  to 
have  been  every  way  worthy  of  Daniel  Webster. — 
There  were  probably  more  than  two  thousand  per- 
sons present  the  at  Odeon  on  this  occasion,  notwith- 
standing the  inclemency  of  the  weather. 

[ Boston  Journal. 

DINNER  TO  GEN.  GAINES. 

Mobile,  October  18th,  1836. 

To  maj.  gen.  E.  P.  Gaines,  of  the  U.  S.  army: 

The  undersigned,  members  of  a committee  ap- 
pointed at  a meeting  of  their  fellow  citizens  of  Mo- 
tile, on  the  24th  day  of  March  last,  to  offer  you  a 
public  dinner  for  your  distinguished  services  in  the 
Seminole  war,  whilst  you  were  allowed  to  conduct 
its  operations,  beg  leave  to  tender  you  their  friend- 
ly congratulations  on  your  return  to  the  bosom  of 
your  family,  and  to  renew  in  behalf  ol  ourfellow  ci- 
tizens the  assurance  of  their  unabated  regard  and 
continuance  of  the  high  admiration  and  grateful 
sense  of  your  services  as  a soldier  in  the  cause  of 
your  country.  Charged  by  the  government  of  that 
country  with  the  arduous  and  delicate  trust  of  pre- 
serving the  neutrality  of  the  United  States  in  the 
contest  now  waging  between  Mexico  and  Texas, 
in  which  the  highest  principles  and  the  most  sacred 
rights  of  man  are  involved,  we  cannot  omit  the  op- 
portunity which  this  occasion  presents  of  making 
known  to  you  our  individual  approbation  of  your 
military  conduct,  and  of  the  high  admiration  with 
which  the  public  is  still  impressed  of  your  distin- 
guished services  in  the  Florida  campaign,  notwith- 
standing the  many  efforts  which  have  been  made  to 
disparage  your  conduct  both  in  Florida  and  upon 
the  western  frontier. 

To  the  invitation  which  we  had  the  honor  to  ex- 
tend to  you  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  this  city, 
to  whose  freedom  and  hospitalities  you  were  wel- 
comed with  so  much  enthusiasm,  you  replied  that 
your  public  duties  required  you  to  postpone  the  ac- 
ceptance to  some  future  time.  The  undersigned 
are  happy  that  your  presence  in  this  city  now  af- 
fords them  the  opportunity  of  renewing  that  invita- 
tion and  respectfully  request  that  you  will  appoint 
such  day  as  may  be  most  agreeable  to  you  to  meet 
your  fellow  citizens  of  Mobile  round  the  festive 
board.  We  beg  you  to  accept  the  assurances  of  our 
individual  regard  and  high  personal  esteem. 

John  F.  Everitt,  Jos.  Bates,  Jr. 

F.  S.  Bi.ount,  Sam'l  A.  Roberts, 

Geo.  Walton,  John  Milton, 

W.  Jefferson  Jones,  committee. 

Mobile,  Oct.  25,  1836. 

Gentlemen:  I should  sooner  have  attended  to 
the  kind  and  cordial  welcome  with  which  you  have 
honored  my  return  to  this  place,  had  not  the  dan- 
gerous illness  of  my  beloved  wife  required  my  con- 
stant attention  near  her.  The  distressing  malady 
with  which  her  life  has  been  threatened  during  the 
last  two  weeks,  though  now  apparently  yielding  in 
some  degree  to  the  judicious  treatment  of  her  phy- 
sician, aided  by  the  present  season  of  health,  with 
the  mild  and  meliorating  climate  of  Mobile,  still  re- 
quires my  constant  attention;  insomuch  as  to  oblige 
me  to  deny  myself  the  pleasure  which  I had  fondly 
anticipated,  of  meeting  my  fellow  citizens  of  Mobile 
at  a public  dinner  to  which  they  were  pleased, 
through  you,  to  invite  me  on  my  return  from  Flo- 
rida, and  to  renew  the  invitation  on  the  18th  inst. 


I owe  to  the  citizens  of  Mobile  a debt  of  grati- 
tude which  no  time,  nor  any  change  of  circumstan- 
ces can  ever  cancel,  for  the  honors  they  have  con- 
ferred on  me,  in  the  “freedom  of  the  city,”  as  well 
as  in  the  prompt  and  efficient  measures  which  they 
have  taken  to  repel  the  lawless  efforts  of  a band  of 
political  gladiators,  influenced  by  the  spirit  of  party, 
to  misrepresent  my  conduct;  because,  owning  as  1 
do,  allegiance  to  the  United  Slates,  I disdain  to  pay 
homage  to  an  intolerant  party. 

Hundreds  of  irresponsible  and  anonymous  pens 
have  been  employed  against  me,  to  misrepresent  my 
conduct: — First,  in  my  campaign  to  East  Florida — 
and  secondly,  in  my  recent  measures  to  maintain 
the  neutrality  of  our  country,  and  protect  from  the 
perils  of  an  exterminating  war  among  our  ferocious 
red  and  white  neighbors  of  the  west,  the  most  vital, 
and  the  most  vulnerable  section  of  our  national  fron- 
tier. 

I was  first  charged  with  disobedience  of  orders, 
and  neglect  of  duty,  in  not  having  shut  my  eyes 
against  the  outbreak  of  war  and  devastation  upon 
the  frontier  of  East  Florida,  within  the  known  li- 
mits of  my  department;,  and  in  having  attempted  to 
afford  protection  to  the  exposed  and  bleeding  citi- 
zens of  that  frontier,  who  had  been  authorised  to 
look  to  me  as  their  protector;  and  in  not  abandon- 
ing  my  command  to  an  officer  far  distant  from  me. 
I was  thus  charged  by  persons  supposed  to  have 
some  claim  to  military  knowledge,  notwithstanding 
they  knew  full  well  that  every  official  act  of  mine 
in  East  Florida  took  place  before  the  officer  appoint- 
ed to  relieve  me,  had  found  his  way  to  the  theatre  of 
war  in  Florida,  within  the  limits  of  my  department; 
the  only  place  at  which  I could,  upon  any  sound 
principle  of  military  law,  or  without  dishonor  to 
myself  and  the  army,  have  abandoned  my  command, 
or  suffered  myself  to  be  relieved  by  a junior,  or  any 
other  officer,  until  after  I had  subdued  the  enemy; 
which  I had  the  happiness  to  accomplish,  thanks  to 
the  chivalry  of  the  officers  and  men,  Louisiana  vo- 
lunteers and  regulars,  who  accompanied  me.  This 
is  in  sober  truth,  the  full  extent  of  my  offending  in 
Florida,  if  indeed  1 committed  offence.  In  this  view 
of  the  subject,  I feel  convinced  that  I have  said  no- 
thing more  than  will,  whenever  required  by  the 
proper  authorities,  be  established  by  the  concur- 
rent testimony  of  every  intelligent  officer  and  sol- 
dier who  served  with  me  in  Florida,  and  who  had 
the  means  of  knowing  the  facts  connected  with  my 
measures  and  conduct. 

My  calumniators  have  principally,  as  far  as  I can 
learn,  abandoned  their  first  charges,  mortified  and 
ashamed  that  they  ever  had  the  weakness,  to  array 
them  against  me;  as  no  intelligent  soldier  or  citizen 
can  be  found  base  enough  to  assert  that  it  was  not 
as  much  my  bounden  duty  promptly  to  collect  force, 
and  fly  to  the  rescue  of  the  suffering  pione  ers  of  the 
wilderness,  authorised  to  rely  on  me  as  their  pro- 
tector, though  residing  out  of  the  reach  of  my  eye,  as 
if  they  had  been  the  most  fashionable  of  my  calum- 
niators, and  living  within  my  sight,  even  if  it  had 
exposed  me  and  my  young  warriors  to  the  sad  di- 
lemma of  being  a little  hungry,  or  even  of  being 
quite  without  rations  for  a few  days.  He  who  en- 
ters the  military  service  of  his  country,  must  have 
spent  his  time  at  school  most  unprofitably  if  he  has 
not  learned  that  occasional  privation  of  food  and 
comfort,  can  seldom  fail  to  attend  the  labors  of  an 
active  campaign;  and  more  especially  when  in  con- 
flict with  a savage  foe. 

The  degrading  and  afflictive  scenes  which  follow- 
ed my  campaign  in  East  Florida,  need  no  comment 
from  me.  They  cannot  fail  to  receive  the  attention 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  through  their 
public  functionaries,  whenever  the  turmoil  of  party 
struggles  shall  subside. 

I take  great  pleasure  in  the  belief  that  the  Ten- 
nessee and  Florida  volunteers,  aided  by  the  few  re- 
gulars now  in  Florida,  will  speedily  terminate  the 
war;  and  that  no  vain  or  visionary  votary  of  Euro- 
pean plans,  will  again  be  found  to  renew  its  horrors. 

If  in  my  humble  efforts  to  preserve  the  south 
western  frontier  from  the  heart-rending  scenes  of 
savage  war  and  desolation,  such  as  have  covered 
Florida  with  deep  mourning — and  such  as  must  pe- 
netrate the  heart  and  awaken  the  sensibilities  and 
sympathies  of  every  patriot  of  our  country,  I have 
incurred  the  censure  of  a high  public  functionary 
placed  over  me,  I have  the  satisfaction  to  know 
that  I have  acted  in  strict  obedience  to  the  law  of 
the  land  prescribing  the  oath  which  I have  taken, 
and  in  obedience  to  which  I have  probably  seen  as 
much  hard  service  as  any  man  in  the  United  States 
now  living — an  oath  which  requires  me  to  bear  true 
faith  and  allegiance  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  to  serve  them  honestly  and  faithfully  against 
their  enemies  or  opposers  whomsoever,  and  to  ob- 
serve and  obey  the  orders  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  orders  of  the  officers  appoint- 


ed over  me,  according  to  the  (es  and  articles  of 
war. 

I have  been  actuated  by  the  Sne  zeal  in  my  ef- 
forts to  protect  the  people  of  thwestern  frontier, 
as  that  with  which  I was  anirnad  and  sustained 
21  years  past,  in  the  protection  o*,he  people  of  the 
great  and  magnanimous  state  of  l w York. 

I was  aware  that  my  measuresuid  my  plan  of 
operations,  were  unfashionable  an  unpopular,  be- 
cause they  were  drawn  from  the  e.v-rience  of  such 
men  as  Washington,  and  Wayne,  id  Shelby,  and 
G.  R.  Clark,  and  Adair,  and  CamplR,  and  Sevier, 
Robertson,  Coffee,  &c.  &c.  and  not  pm  the  splen- 
did systems  of  Napoleon,  which,  thoch  admirable 
in  Europe,  during  the  last,  and  a f&  years  of  the 
present  century,  are  wholly  inapplicafe'to  our  pur- 
poses at  the  present  time — more  esptially  for  our 
operations  against  Indians!"  My  plans, ere,  as  they 
had  long  been,  predicated  upon  the  suposition  that 
whenever  there  is  good  reason  to  ca.ulate  on  a 
war  with  a savage  foe,  it  is  proper  instaily  to  place 
between  the  red  man  and  the  white  ma"  an  effec- 
tive force — and  thus  to  commence  the  wrk  of  pro- 
tection, if  possible  before  the  work  of  desottion  shall 
have  begun.  By  this  means  protection  i afforded 
to  the  living  citizens,  rather  than,  as  in  lorida,  to 
the  ashes  of  the  slain.  This  is  what  I dem  to  be 
that  protection  which  the  constitution  of  th  United 
States  guaranties  to  all  the  people  of  theUnited 
States. 

I am  well  aware  that  if  by  this  kind  of  promotion, 
the  frontier  is  preserved  from  attack,  there  vill  al- 
ways be  found  in  our  beloved  land  of  freedom  ma- 
nagers of  elections,  and  other  interested  men,  r ady 
and  willing  to  swear  there  was  no  danger. 

For  example,  suppose  I had  a year  ago  proclam- 
ed  that  the  people  of  East  Florida  could  not  be  pij- 
tected  without  two  battalions  being  added  to  tie 
slender  force  then  scattered  over  the  extensive  fron. 
tier  of  that  territory,  separated  by  a wilderness  ot 
near  twenty  thousand  square  miles  in  extent;  I 
should  have  been  deemed  crazy — at  least  by  those 
who  were  unwilling  to  incur  the  expense  or  trouble 
of  an  occasional  military  movement,  until  the  pro- 

fress  of  the  war  leaves  little  or  nothing  to  protect 
ut  an  extended  ruin — a howling  wilderness!  Or, 
if  I had  failed  to  fly  to  the  assistance  of  the  fron- 
tier, after  hearing  of  the  murders  of  December  last, 
is  it  not  more  than  probable  that  the  persons  who 
have  been  pleased  to  censure  me,  would  have  felt 
themselves  equally  authorised  to  disapprove  and 
censure  my  omission? 

I will  only  add  that,  if  I did  not  hold  myself  al- 
way  ready  to  risk  my  popularity,  and  my  life  in  the 
honest  discharge  of  my  duty  in  the  national  defence, 
1 should  feel  that  I was  unworthy  the  trust  reposed 
in  me,  and  unworthy  of  being  a citizen  of  the  United 
States,  or  a citizen  of  Virginia,  of  Tennessee,  or  of 
Mobile. 

I am  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  inform  you 
that  my  health  has  never  been  better  than  it  has 
been  during  the  last  five  months.  F was  afflicted 
with  a bad  cold  for  a few  days  during  the  early  part 
of  May,  but  I have  never  been  confined  to  my  tent, 
or  to  a room,  five  days,  by  sickness  of  any  kind 
during  the  last  ten  years.  And  it  was  a mistake, 
unintentional,  I am  sure,  that  I have  ever  applied 
for  a furlough  to  visit  any  springs  for  the  benefit  of 
my  own  health.  I did  apply  for  permission  to  ac- 
company my  wife  to  the  springs,  when  I believed 
the  frontier  to  be  in  no  danger.  Your  friend  and 
fellow  citizen,  EDMUND  P.  GAINES. 

To  Messrs.  Jno.  F.  Everett,  F.  S.  Blount,  George 
Walton,  W.  Jefferson  Jones,  Jos.  Bates,  jr. 
Sam’l  A.  Roberts,  and  John  Milton,  committee, 
fyc.  Sfc.  Moble. 

“REFORM  OR  REVOLUTION”  IN  MARY- 
LAND. 

From  the  Mainland  Republican  of  Saturday,  12 th  inst, 
correspondence. 

The  following  correspondence  between  John  S. 
Scllman,  esq.  one  of  the  electors  of  senate  for  Anne 
Arundel  county,  and  the  other  electors  who  were 
attending  the  college  of  electors  at  the  period,  was 
handed  us  for  publication  on  Friday  evening,  too 
late  to  enable  us  to  get  it  in  our  Saturday’s  publi- 
cation— though  in  attempting  to  do  so,  we  lost  the 
opportunity  of  mailing  that  publication  to  our  sub- 
scribers by  the  Washington  mail  of  Friday  night, 
which  closed  before  we  got  them  through  the  press. 
To  gratify  public  curiosity,  we  anticipate  our  next 
publication,  without  waiting  to  make  a single  com- 
ment. 

Annapolis,  Oct.  29,  1836. 
Gentlemen:  Having  qualified  as  an  elector  of 
the  senate  of  Maryland,  and  expressed  my  willing- 
ness to  attend  the  electoral  college,  whenever  my 
presence  might  be  required,  I take  the  liberty  of 
addressing  you  on  the  all  important  subject  of  the 
election  of  a senate.  It  is  needless  to  refer  to  the 
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past.  The  present  situation  of  things  is  what  I 
look  at.  From  the  position  that  parties  have  as-  j 
sumed,  it  is  in  my  opinion  worse  than  useless  even 
to  anticipate  the  election  of  a senate  without  a com- 
promise of  conflicting  interests.  The  intention  of 
this  letter  is  most  respectfully  to  inquire  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  college  who  are  in  attendance  at  the 
seat  of  government,  whether  any  compromise  will 
be  offered;  and  if  any,  what  is  its  character  and  the 
principles  on  which  it  is  based. 

Sincerely  anxious  that  a senate  may  be  elected  on 
the  grounds  of  an  honorable  compromise,  whereby 
the  honest  fears  and  anticipations  of  the  community 
may  be  tranquillized,  I have  deemed  it  a sacred 
duty  I owe  to  a confiding  people  to  make  one  more 
exertion  to  promote  so  desirable  an  object.  I know 
of  no  means  so  well  calculated  as  a free  interchange 
of  sentiment.  In  this  matter  I act  on  my  sole  re- 
sponsibility— but  with  an  intention  of  submitting 
my  conduct  to  the  supervision  of  my  constituents — 
I therefore  neither  make  a confidential  communi- 
tion — nor  expect  a confidential  answer.  Hoping 
from  the  bottom  of  my  soul  that  all  our  state  diffi- 
culties may  be  amicably  arranged,  and  the  great 
body’  of  our  constituents  may  be  gratified,  I remain, 
most  respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  S.  SELLMAN. 

To  Messrs.  Leigh,  Dalrymple,  Pratt  and  Beall. 

Senate  chamber,  Annapolis,  Oct.  29,  1836. 

To  John  S.  Sellman,  esq. 

Sir:  We  have  received  your  letter  of  this  date, 
and  although  we  regret  that  you  should  have  adopt- 
ed this  mode  of  communication  rather  than  a per- 
sonal interview,  which  those  of  the  undersigned  to 
wfiora  that  letter  is  addressed  were  led  to  anticipate 
from  their  conversation  with  you  on  yesterday,  we 
are  yet  not  indisposed  to  meet  you  in  the  spirit 
which  we  are  inclined  to  believe  mutually  actuates 
us  in  the  discharge  of  our  duty  as  electors. 

It  must  be  unnecessary  to  say  that  we  are  as  sin- 
cerely desirous  of  restoring  tranquillity  to  the  state 
as  you  can  be,  and  we  assure  you  that  there  is  no- 
thing which  we  would  not  be  willing  to  do  to  ac- 
complish that  object,  consistently  with  our  sense  of 
duty  and  principle.  In  the  conversation  held  with 
you  last  evening  we  distinctly  understood  you  to 
disclaim  all  party  views  in  desiring  the  information, 
which  you  then  informed  us  you  intended  to  ask  at 
our  hands.  We  were  pleased  to  learn  from  you  that 
you  intended  to  meet  us  this  morning  with  the  sole 
view  of  consulting  with  us  for  the  advantage  of  the 
state,  and  of  asking  of  us  our  opinions  and  the  opi- 
nions of  our  colleagues,  in  regard  to  the  election  of 
a senate  favorable  to  constitutional  reform.  We 
stated  to  you  in  the  conversation  referred  to,  that 
we  not  only  recognized  your  right  to  participate  in 
our  deliberations,  but  that  we  should  be  gratified  to 
have  the  benefit  of  your  opinions  and  advice. 

We  also  understood  you  to  say  that  you  had  no 
propositions  to  make,  but  that  yon  desired  to  know 
from  us  whether  a senate  would  be  elected  favour- 
able to  constitutional  reform,  because  you  believed 
that  information  upon  this  subject  might  have  the 
effect  to  induce  the  attendance  of  a sufficient  num- 
ber of  the  electors  to  form  a senate. 

We  now  have  pleasure  in  informing  you  that  in 
our  opinion  (should  the  required  electoral  quorum 
be  obtained),  a senate  will  be  elected  favorable  to 
constitutional  reform,  and  that  such  would  have  been 
the  case  at  any  time  since  the  period  fixed  by  the 
constitution  for  the  meeting  of  the  college. 

We  are  convinced  that  upon  this  subject  we  cor- 
rectly state  the  opinions  and  intentions  of  our  col- 
leagues not  only  from  personal  conferences  with 
them,  but  also  from  their  views  expressed  in  the 
address  of  the  twenty-one  electors,  to  the  people  of 
of  Maryland,  as  published  in  September  last. 

In  conclusion  we  cannot  refrain  from  expressing 
the  hope  and  expectation  that  you  will  now  join  us 
in  the  meetings  of  the  college,  and  co-operate  with 
us  in  our  efforts  to  save  the  state  from  the  dangers 
which  unhappily  threaten  her.  With  respectful 
consideration,  we  are  vour  obe’t  serv’ts, 

THOMAS  G.  PRATT, 
GEORGE  S.  LEIGH, 

RICH’D  BEALL, 

JAS.  A.  D.  DALRYMPLE, 
SAMUEL  J.  K.  HANDY, 
GEORGE  DUDLEY, 

Annapolis,  Oct.  31,  1836. 

Gentlemen:  I acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  29th  inst.  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  same 
date,  and  have  to  express  my  unfeigned  regret  that 
an  answer  was  not  tendered  in  the  same  spirit  in 
which  my  communication  was  worded.  I deem  it 
an  act  of  justice  to  myself,  to  state  that  the  meeting 
alluded  to  in  your  letter,  was  purely  accidental,  and 
that  the  conversation  between  us  was  regarded  by 
myself  as  frank  and  unreserved.  As  a reference, 


however,  has  been  made  to  it  in  the  shape  of  a de- 
tailed statement,  I beg  leave  to  say,  that  the  impres- 
sion left  on  my  mind,  differs  in  some  respect  from 
the  account  of  it  in  your  letter.  I did  state  that  1 
was  not  authorised  to  make  any  propositions,  but 
that  I was  anxious  to  know  whether  any  compro- 
mise was  contemplated — because,  if  any  was  con- 
templated, I might  be  the  means  of  communicating 
it  to  the  other  eighteen  gentlemen,  as  I was  certain 
it  would  receive  from  them  the  most  respectful  con- 
sideration. I expressed  no  belief  that  they  would 
attend,  only  my  hope  that  under  certain  circum- 
stances they  would  do  so.  It  is  true  that  a wish 
was  expressed  and  acceded  to,  that  I would  meet 
you  again  on  the  following  day,  but  on  consideration 
I thought  a respectful  communication  in  writing 
would  be  better  and  more  suited  to  the  importance 
of  the  subject,  and  I therefore  adopted  that  course, 
with  the  propriety  of  which  I am  fully  satisfied.  I 
did  state  that  I was  not  influenced  by  party  views 
in  the  adjustment  of  this  question — the  statement  I 
again  reiterate,  but  I am  certain  that  I made  no  dis- 
claimer in  reference  to  any  information  that  I might 
seek  at  your  hands,  because  I know  I have  too  much 
self-respect  and  regard  for  my  own  character,  to 
seek  any  thing  at  the  hands  of  political  opponents, 
which  could,  by  the  most  fastidious,  be  construed 
into  a breach  of  honor,  or  dereliction  of  duty. — 
Whatever,  gentlemen,  you  may  be  inclined  to  believe 
actuated  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty  as  an  elec- 
tor, I can  only  say  I am  actuated  by  a single  and 
sincere  desire  to  give  stability  to  our  institutions,  to 
inspire  a just  confidence  in  the  people,  that  a rea- 
sonable and  satisfactory  reform  will  be  obtained,  so 
that  this  great  and  vital  question  may  be  speedily, 
honorably  and  amicably  arranged.  But  to  produce 
this  desirable  result,  I say  in  the  spirit  of  candor, 
and  under  the  highest  obligation  of  duty,  that  it  is 
my  solemn  conviction,  that  no  electoral  quorum 
will  ever  be  obtained,  unless  some  stronger  assu- 
rance than  that  of  constitutional  reform,  unaccom- 
panied with  a statement  of  what  is  intended  to  be 
reform,  is  made.  The  term  in  itself  is  vague  and 
indefinite — by  some  it  might  be  regarded  as  a re- 
striction on  the  right  of  suffrage,  while  by  others  it 
might  be  construed  as  giving  a representation  ac- 
cording to  population. 

My  temporary  residence  in  Annapolis  is  entirely 
owing  to  domestic  considerations.  Private  business 
will  more  or  less  occupy  my  attention  every  day, 
during  the  short  time  that  I shall  remain.  Having 
failed,  I fear,  in  the  great  object  that  I have  so  much 
at  heart,  I can  see  no  advantage  in  availingm  yself 
of  your  polite  invitation,  of  joining  you  in  the  meet- 
ings of  the  college.  I remain,  gentlemen,  most  re- 
spectfully, your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  S.  SELLMAN. 

To  Messrs.  Beall,  Handy,  Dudley,  Pratt,  Leigh  and 
Dalrymple. 

Senate  chamber,  Annapolis,  Nov.  2, 1836. 

To  John  S.  Sellman,  esq.  member  of  the  electoral 
college: 

Sir:  We  should  have  deemed  an  answer  to  your 
letter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  unnecessary,  except  that 
you  appear  to  misapprehend  both  tire  meaning  of 
our  letter,  to  which  yours  is  a reply,  and  the  spirit 
with  which  it  was  written.  We  have  not  been, 
and  we  beg  to  assure  you,  that  we  are  incapable  of 
being  “fastidious”  in  our  consideration,  or  action 
upon  a question  of  such  momentous  importance,  as 
the  one  which  has  been  the  subject  of  our  corres- 
pondence. 

We  think  we  have  evinced  in  our  reply  to  yours 
of  the  29th  ultimo,  a temper  altogether  conciliatory, 
and  a disposition  to  say  and  do  every  thing,  consis- 
tently with  our  sense  of  duty,  to  remove  the  unhap- 
py and  calamitous  position  in  which  the  govern- 
ment of  our  state  now  stands.  Such,  at  any  rate, 
has  been  the  only  spirit  which  has  actuated  us  in 
our  personal  intercourse  and  written  correspondence 
with  you. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  cavil  about  the  relative  cor- 
rectness of  our  recollections  of  the  conversations  re- 
ferred to  in  this  correspondence.  In  your  letter  of 
the  29th  ultimo,  you  say  that  “from  the  position  that 
parties  have  assumed,  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  worse 
than  useless,  even  to  anticipate  the  election  of  a se- 
nate without  a compromise  of  conflicting  interests,” 
and  in  yours  of  the  31st  ultimo,  you  say  “I  did  state 
that  I was  not  influenced  by  party  views  in  the  ad- 
justment of  this  question,  the  statement  I again  re- 
iterate, but  I am  certain  I made  no  disclaimer  in  re- 
ference to  any  information  that  I might  seek  at  your 
hands.”  We  were  unwilling  to  believe,  that  you 
intended  in  speaking  of  a compromise  of  conflicting 
interests,  to  refer  to  party  interests,  or  that  you 
could  suppose  it  possible  that  we  could  have  any  in- 
tention to  elect  to  the  senate  persons  entertaining 
sentiments  in  regard  to  general  politics,  adverse  to 
to  those  of  the  party  by  which  we  were  elected. — 


As  we  are  now  forced  by  a review  of  your  tw° 
letters  to  a different  conclusion,  we  at  once  withou 
concealment,  and  at  the  same  time  with  perfect  re- 
spect, inform  you  that  such  a proposition  can  never 
be  made  by  us,  or  entertained  by  us,  if  intended  to 
be  made  by  you.  The  same  proposition  was  made 
by  the  19  electors  as  appeared  by  their  communica- 
tion to  the  public  in  September  last,  it  never  would 
have  been  concurred  in  by  the  21  electors  and  we 
candidly  believe  does  not  receive  the  sanction  of  the 
reflecting  portion  of  the  party  to  which  you  are 
attached.  We  sincerely  regret  that  you  still  are  of 
the  opinion  that  “no  electoral  quorum  will  ever  be 
obtained  unless  some  stronger  assurance  than  that 
ol  constitutional  reform,  unaccompanied  with  a 
statement  of  what  is  intended  to  be  reformed,  is 
made.”  We  had  indulged  the  hope  that  our  assur- 
ance that  a state  government  would  at  all  times 
have  been  formed,  and  that  such  a senate  would 
still  be  elected,  it  an  electoral  quorum  should  at- 
tend, would  have  been  entirely  satisfactory.  We 
confidently  believe  that  the  impossibility  of  our 
specifying  the  particular  features  of  reform  which 
would  be  deemed  proper  by  the  senate  to  be  elect- 
ed by  us,  would  be  apparent  to  yourself  and  to  the 
whole  people  of  the  state.  You  are  aware,  every 
man  in  Maryland  must  be  aware,  that  no  such  spe- 
cification could  be  made  without  assuming  to  our- 
selves the  authority  of  forming  the  constitution  of 
the  state  according  to  our  view's  of  propriety,  so  far 
at  least  as  the  action  of  one  branch  of  the' legisla- 
ture is  connected  therewith,  a purpose  altogether 
foreign  to  that  for  which  we  were  elected,  and  the 
exercise  of  which  would,  in  our  opinion,  involve  a 
direct  violation  of  our  official  duty.  We  did  sup- 
pose that  you  and  those  who  think  with  you  upon 
this  subject,  would  not  only  have  been  willin'1-,  but 
would  have  seen  the  absolute  necessity  of  leaving 
the  adjustment  of  the  details  of  the  conflicting  views 
of  the  different  portions  of  the  state,  to  the  body  by 
which  the  work  is  to  be  done. 

When  we  speak  of  reform,  we  do  not  mean  to 
“hold  the  word  of  promise  to  the  ear  and  break  it  to 
the  hope;”  we  are  ready  to  elect  for  senators,  men 
whose  sentiments,  high  moral  worth  and  intelli- 
gence shall  be  a guarantee  of  their  entire  willing- 
ness and  ability  to  gratify  the  wants  of  the  people 
of  Maryland  in  regard  to  reform,  whenever  those 
wants  shall  be  properly  ascertained  and  made  known 
to  the  legislature.  We  have  never  disguised  this 
purpose. 

In  conclusion  therefore  permit  us  to  say  that  we 
still  hope  that  our  expectations  of  producing  a hap- 
py result  will  not  be  disappointed,  and  that  after  all 
that  has  passed  you  will  not  withhold  from  us  your 
assistance  in  our  efforts  to  arrest  the  impending 
evils,  because  we  feel  the  impossibility  of  settling- 
in  advance  the  many  and  conflicting  questions! 
which  can  only  be  adjusted  by  future  concessions 
and  compromise  through  wise  and  deliberate  legis- 
lation. We  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient 
servants,  GEORGE  S.  LEIGH, 

SAMUEL  J.  K.  HANDY 
RICHARD  BEALL, 
GEORGE  DUDLEY 
THOS.  G.  PRATT. 

Mr.  Linthicum,  of  Anne  Arundel  county,  another 
of  the  recusants,  has  addressed  the  followin'1-  to  the 
electors  with  whom  he  united  in  their  refusal  to 
enter  the  electoral  college.  Should  another  of  the 
recusants  resolve  to  enter  the  college,  the  constitu- 
tional majority  (24)  will  be  complete,  and  a senate 
elected  before  the  meeting  of  the  legislature  called 
by  the  governor’s  proclamation  on  Monday  next. 

Elk  Ridge,  Nov.  12 Hi,  1836.' 

To  Messrs.  McGill,  Wason,  Quynn,  Fisher,  Ellicott, 

Bell,  Vansant,  Harwood,  Hope,  Sutton,  Keene' 

Fountain,  Evans,  G.  A.  Thomas,  Duvall,  J.  B. 

Thomas  and  George. 

Gentlemen:  Believing  that  the  course  we  adopt- 
ed in  seceding  from  the  electoral  college  was  ex- 
pressive of  the  wushes  of  a majority  of  the  people  of 
Maryland,  but  not  having  been  sustained  by  that 
majority,  and  being  at  all  times  w illing  to  submit  to 
the  will  of  the  people,  I have  determined  to  obey 
this  will  as  expressed  bv  the  votes  of  the  November 
election,  and  shall  repair  to  Annapolis  on  Friday 
the  18th  inst.  and  on  the  19th  qualify  a«  an  elector 
of  the  senate,  and  I invite  you  to  meet  me  there, 
for  the  purpose  of  joining  in  making  a quorum. 

I am,  with  much  respect,  your  obd’t  ser’vt. 

WESLEY  LINTHICUM. 

On  Wednesday  last  a meeting  was  held  in  Balti- 
more of  the  persons  chosen  to  the  extending  con- 
vention, which  is  to  convene  at  Annapolis  on^Mon- 
day  next.  All  that  has  transpired  as  to  the  design 
of  this  preliminary  meeting  is  stated  in  the  follow- 
ing circular.  The  words  in  brackets  were  erased 
in  the  original  circular. 
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e undersigned,  nominated  [appointed]  i gow  Emancipation  society  on  the  first  of  this  then,  being  complete  and  final,  we  need  sav  no  more 
i a convention  proposed  to  be  held  at  month,  at  a public  meeting  held  “for  the  purpose  I am  content  to  wait  and  see  whether  thr  Americar 


“Sir:  Th 
delegates  to 

Annapolis,  on  the  21st  of  November  havin 


conference  with  each  other,  are  of  opinion 


rican 

ig  had  a of  expressing  the  sentiments  of  the  society  in  re-  people  will,  at  your  suggestion,  change  their  na- 
tnat  un-  ference  to  the  recent  discussion  on  American  slave-  tional  constitution;  or  wnetber,  in  the  event  of  the 
der  the  present  circumstances,  that  convention  I ry,  between  the  rev.  R.  J.  Breckinridge  and  Mr.  1 adequate  majority  lor  that  purpose  not  bring  at- 
would  have  no  power  to  act  as  a convention  of  the  George  Thompson.”  The  greater  portion  of  the  tainable,  they  will,  at  the  inference  of  your  argu- 
people,  but  that  they  recommend  that  a meeting  report  before  me  is  occupied  with  a speech  made  ment,  break  up  the  confederacy,  to  regain  your 
[convention]  of  the  friends  of  reform,  should  be  by  you  on  that  occasion,  in  proposing  to  the  meet-  1 good  opinion. 

held,  [at  the  above  mentioned  day  and  place]  com-  ing  the  following  resolution,  viz:  “That,  in  the  de-  There  is,  as  I have  said,  quite  another  view  of 

posed  of  those  persons  who  have  been  appointed  by  liberate  judgment  of  this  meeting,  the  wish  an-  the  whole  case.  You  say,  in  the  course  of  your 

the  friends  of  the  cause  in  the  several  counties  of  nounced  by  Mr.  George  Thompson,  to  meet  pub-  1 speech,  “if  our  American  brethren  saw  any  tiling 

the  state  on  the  7th  inst.  In  order,  therefore,  to  licly  any  antagonist,  especially  any  minister  of  the  ;n  us  which  they  thought,  and  justly  thought,  was 

have  a free  conference  as  to  the  best  mode  of  for-  gospel  from  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  an  evil  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  induce  their  kind 

warding  the  cause,  they  respectfully  propose  a j American  slavery,  or  on  any  one  of  the  branches  of : offices  for  its  suppression,  we  ought  to  feel  obliged 
[preliminary]  meeting  in  Baltimore,  on  Wednesday  ; that  subject,  was  dictated  by  a well-founded  con-  | by  their  usin»-  their  endeavors  to  stir  us  up  to  a due 
next  [Saturday]  19th  [16th]  inst.  at  ten  o’clock,  to  sciousness  of  the  integrity  ot  his  purpose,  and  as-  a " ' 

which  they  invite  you  and  hope  you  will  concur  suranceofthe  correctness  of  his  facts;  and  that  the 


with  them  in  the  propriety  of  the  measure. 

(Signed)  B.  C.  HOWARD, 

WM.  KREBS, 
ROBT.  HOWARD. 
A.  CONSTABLE, 
WM.  F.  GILES. 

Baltimore,  Nov.  11,  1836. 

To 


consideration  of  it,  and  to  practical  eiiorts  for  it? 
removal.”  And  in  the  context  you  are  somewhat 
pointed  in  enforcing  this  idea,  as  containing  in  it  a 
great  rule  of  duty.  In  general,  we  have  considered 
the  ill-doing  of  this  delicate  office  more  hurtful  than 
its  omission.  In  particular,  it  has  appeared  to  us 
as  a pretext  liable  to  infinite  abuse,  and  practically 
resorted  to  most  by  those  who  bad  least  ground  and 
least  right  to  display  it.  But,  sir,  I can  hardly, 
either  in  faithfulness  or  honor,  abstain  any  longer 
from  its  use.  And  the  main  object  of  this  com- 
munication is  to  point  out,  in  the  actual  condition 
of  considerable  portions  of  the  British  empire,  evils, 
which  really  are,  or  which  your  party  has  declared 
to  be,  of  so  palpable  and  so  monstrous  a description, 
that  decency  would  seem  to  require  you  to  repress 
Robert  Grahame,  of  Whitehill,  whose  venerable  I them,  or  be  very  modest  in  rebuking  others  while 
name  is  dear  to  every  good  man.  they  exist. 

These  proceedings,  sir,  have  relieved  me  from  | l.  To  come  at  once  to  the  grand  cause  of  outcry 

_ , , a state  of  great  and  painful  anxiety,  as  to  the  view  | against  us— the  unhappy  and  indefensible  existence 

ry.  Wm.  J.  Blakistone  presented  a series  of  reso-  ] my  countrymen  might  take  of  the  propriety  of  my  0f  slavery  in  many  of  the  states.  Will  you  be  so 
lutions,  accompanied  by  an  address.  H.  G.  S.  Key  | taking  any  notice,  more  or  less,  ot  Mr.  George  ! good  as  to  turn  your  eyes  to  the  map  ot  Africa, 
followed  next,  moving  a preamble  and  resolutions  Thompson.  For,  while  nothing  is  further  from  my  , and  fix  them  on  a spot  longer  than  half  of  western 
as  a substitute.  Judge  Dorsey  addressed  the  chair, 1 purpose  than  to  wound  the  feelings  of  any  friend  i Europe?  At  its  southern  extremity  find  Cape  Town. 


recent  discussion  in  this  city  between  him  and  the 
rev.  R.  J.  Breckinridge,  of  Baltimore,  has  left,  not 
merely  unshaken,  but  confirmed  and  augmented, 
their  confidence  in  the  rectitude  of  his  principles, 
the  purity  of  his  motives,  the  propriety  of  his  mea- 
sures, the  fidelity  of  his  statements,  and  the  straight- 
forward honesty  and  undaunted  intrepedity  of  his 
zeal.”  This  motion  was  seconded  by  the  venerable 
and  respected  Dr.  Kidstone,  whose  speech  on  the 
occasion  is  but  briefly  reported.  Other  resolutions, 
some  of  similar  import,  some  of  a general  character, 
county,  held  at  The  court  house,  in  Leonard  Town,  ™ere  °«ered  and  seconded  by  Dr.  Heugli,  and 
on  Tuesday  the  8th  November,  agreeably  to  notice  Messrs.  Eadie,  King,  McLaren  and  Kettle  But 
previously' given,  the  following  proceedings  were  (lJ)ove  all,  the  proceedings  bear  the  signature  of 

J ® o a Hnhorr  (irahamo  nr  Whirohill  urhnao  vononnlo 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Wm.  J.  Bla- 
kistone. Peter  Gough,  esq.  was  unanimously  ap- 
pointed chairman,  and  William  Coad,  esq.  secreta- 


Meeting  in  St.  Mary’s  county. 

At  a meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Saint  Mary’s 


and  presented  several  propositions.  John  M.  S.  j of  that  individual,  it  is  necessary  to  say  that,  in 
Causin  also  addressed  the  meeting  and  presented  ; America,  every  one  who  is  not  an  abolitionist,  or, 


several  propositions.  George  S.  Leigh  and  Bene- 
dict J.  Heard,  esqrs.  made  some  explanatory  re- 
marks. 

The  several  propositions  were  then  referred  to  a 
committee  of  five,  consisting  of  Messrs.  H.  G.  S. 
Key,  Richard  Thomas,  William  J.  Blakistone, 
Richard  H.  Miles  and  John  M.  S.  Causin,  who 
unanimously  reported  the  following  resolutions  to 


in  other  words,  ninety-nine  hundredths  of  the  peo- 
ple, consider  him  not  only  unworthy  of  credit,  but 
unworthy  of  notice.  At  length,  I have  a tangible 
proof  by  which  to  make  my  countrymen  feel  that 
persons  of  the  utmost  respectability,  excellence, 
and  piety  in  Britain,  not  only  concur  in  all  the 


principles  and  proceedings,  but  partake  of  all  the 
prejudices  and  ignorance  of  this  individual,  and 
the  meeting,  all  of  which  being  considered  by  the  . openly  defend  his  flagitious  course, 
meeting,  were  unanimously  adopted.  ; From  this  day  forth,  I deem  myself  fully  acquit- 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  deeply  regret  the  i ted  on  the  only  part  of  the  subject  which  filled  me  

course  pursued  by  the  nineteen  recusant  electors  of  with  personal  anxiety.  For  although  you  have  not  j y0U  there,  embracing  a population  of  one  hundred 
the  senate  of  Maryland,  who  were  elected  for  the  hesitated  to  speak  in  terms  sufficiently  disparaging  i an(j  thirty  millions  of  souls.  Then  look  over  a 
performance  of  a specific  duty,  which  duty  they  , of  my  humble  efforts  to  defend  this  truth,  yet,  a?  i f,[e  0f  papers,  and  read  a conversation  that  oc- 
have  refused  to  perform.  1 you  have  given  no  reasons  for  the  judgment  you  j curred  in  the  commons  house  of  parliament,  but 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  respectfully  request  | have  delivered,  those  who  read  for  themselves  may  | a short  time  back,  between  the  honorable  Mr.  Bux- 


Then  find  the  speech  of  Dr.  Phillip,  delivered  in 
Exeter  Hall  ten  days  after  you  delivered  yours.  In 
that  town  and  neighborhood  are  9,000  British  slavesll 
Scattered  over  that  vast  peninsula  are  many  thou- 
sand more  of  British  slaves!!  And  yet  the  ear  of 
day  is  dull  with  being  told  that,  in  the  British  em- 
pire, there  were  no  slaves;  and  the  very  speech 
that  has  elicited  these  remarks  was  made  at  a 
meeting  on  the  anniversary  devoted  to  a glorious 
fact  that  nevpr  occurred,  namely,  “slave  emancipa- 
tion in  the  British  colonies.” 

2.  Turn,  now,  I pray  you,  to  the  map  of  Asia, 
and  find  the  vast  dominions  which  God  has  lent 


the  said  electors  to  retrace  their  steps,  and  unite  in  i escape  the  influence  even  of  your  authority;  and  as 
the  election  of  a senate,  as  in  the  opinion  of  this  ; you  have  been  pleased  to  decide  on  the  whole 
meeting  it  is  their  duty  to  do.  : merits  of  the  case,  as  well  as  on  the  merits  of  the 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  approve  the  course  j parties  involved  in  it,  I escape,  of  course,  from  the 
pursued  by  the  twenty-one  electors  in  proceeding  j whole  blame  of  having  damaged  the  truth  by  feeble 
to  qualify,  in  conformity  with  the  constitution,  and  advocacy. 


continuing  to  keep  the  college  open  awaiting  the 
decision  of  public  opinion. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  are  ready  and  willing 
to  meet  their  fellow  citizens  of  the  several  counties 


In  this  state  of  the  case,  it  cannot  surprise  you 
that  I turn  with  delight  from  those  who  have  hi- 
therto assailed  me,  and  address  myself  to  you;  that 
I avail  myself  of  the  right  arising  from  your  free 


and  cities  of  this  state,  in  a spirit  of  friendly  com-  and  'ted  use  of  name,  anfl  yollr  judgments 
promise  upon  the  subject  of  state  reform,  in  the  ,.L a 


mode  preserved  by  the  constitution. 

Wm.  J.  Blakistone  submitted  the  following  order, 
which  was  unanimously  adopted: 

Ordered,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be 
signed  by  the  chairman  and  secretary,  and  publish- 
ed in  the  several  newspapers  in  this  state,  and  in 
the  National  Intelligencer  and  the  Globe. 

PETER  GOUGH,  chairman. 
Wimjam  Coad,  secretary. 


both  upon  my  character  and  acts,  to  speak  freely  in 
return.  Let  us  not  forget  the  miserable  trifling  of 
Mr.  Robert  Bernard  Hall.  Let  us  pass  over  poor 
Moses  Roper,  who,  it  is  but  just  to  say,  has  written 
the  most  modest  and  sensible  attack  yet  made  on 
me.  Let  us  even  be  moderate,  in  having  absolutely 
silenced  the  garrulity  of  Mr.  Thompson,  who  begs 
in  his  last  note,  which  has  just  reached  me  in  the 
Patriot  of  the  17th  instant,  I have  that  to  say  which 
you  have  not  only  invited,  but  challenged  me  to 
utter,  and  to  which  I ask  your  serious  regard. 

MR.  BRECKINRIDGE’S  LETTER  TO  DR.  1 have  manifested  my  deference  to  the  judgment 
WARDLAW.  of  a Christian  people,  by  discussing  at  its  bar,  ques- 

Soon  after  the  discussion,  at  Glasgow,  between  tions  purely  national  and  personal,  into  which, 
the  rev.  R.  J.  Breckinridge  and  George  Thompson,  under  erroneous  pretexts,  they  had  interfered  in  a 
a meeting  of  the  Glasgow  Emancipation  society  manner  the  most  vexatious.  I believed  they  wrere 
was  held,  at  which  resolutions  were  adopted,  ap-  in  great  error;  I presumed  they  were  sincerely  dis- 
proving of  Mr.  Thompson’s  course,  arguments,  &c.  posed  to  do  good;  I knew  they  were  really  doing 
and  in  no  modest  terms  condemning  America,  in-  us,  and  themselves,  and  the  world  harm;  and  chal- 
cluding  her  clergy  and  institutions.  Dr.  Wardlaw  1 lenged  and  forced  into  the  matter,  I have  discussed  ! 
made  himself  prominent  atthis  meeting  by  a speech,  j it  on  its  mere  merits,  admitting  you  and  your  peo- 
which  called  forth  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  | pie  to  be  all  you  profess  to  be,  and  only  endeavor- 
Breckinridge.  It  will  be  read  with  interest.  We  ing  to  prove  that  we  were  not  as  evil  as  you  made 
have  seldom  seen  a better  specimen  of  a man  foil-  \ us  out.  So  far  as  you  and  those  who  can  influence 
ing  his  antagonist  with  his  own  weapons.  In  1 are  concerned,  you  have  declared  that  you  remain 
every  point  of  view,  we  think  Mr.  Breckinridge  J more  firmly  than  ever  settled  in  your  harsh  judg- 
has  well  and  nobly  vindicated  his  country,  and  ments  of  us,  and  your  fixed  purpose  to  follow  out 


acquired  new  honor  for  himself. 

[ Philadelphia  Press. 
To  the  rev.  Ralph  Wardlaw,  D.  D.  of  Glasgow: 
Sir:  I observed  in  the  London  Patriot,  of  last 
week,  an  abstract  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Glas- 


all  your  offensive  courses.  Nay,  you  plainly  de- 
clare that,  rather  than  alter  a tittle  of  your  conduct, 
principles,  opinions,  or  demands  on  this  subject, 
you  prefer  that  all  fellowship  between  us  and  you 
should  terminate.  That  argument  and  conclusion, 


ton  and  sir  J.  Hobhouse,  on  the  subject  of  British 
slavery  in  India!!  There  you  will  find  it  admitted 
that  “domestic  slavery  prevails  to  a great  extent” 
in  India,  “especially  in  Bengal.”  There  you  will 
find  proof  that  no  direct  effort  was  ever  made  to 
abolish  it,  and  reasons  urged  by  the  government 
why  it  cannot  now  be  abolished,  and  why  treaties 
now  existing  seem  to  render  its  future  abolition 
impossible! 

3.  Turn  your  attention,  next,  to  the  western  side 
of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  and  see  nearly  a million  of 
apprentices  in  the  West  India  islands;  and  then 
remember  what  you  have  yourself  said  and  written 
on  the  subject  of  this  system;  and  call  to  mind  the 
innumerable  declarations  made  weekly,  up  and 
down  the  country,  by  those  who  belong  to  your 
party,  and  who,  (at  the  Houdsworth  Anti-Slavery 
society,  on  the  3d  of  this  month)  denounced  it 
“as  aggravated  slavery,  under  the  delusive  name  of 
apprenticeship,”  and  denounce  every  “proposal  of 
government”  as  only  calculated  to  excite  suspicion. 

Do  I draw  an  inference  at  all  strained  when  I 
say  that  the  subjects  of  a monarch,  whose  domi- 
nions in  three  quarters  of  the  globe  are,  by  their 
own  showing,  and  by  irrefragable  proofs,  covered 
with  slaves,  should  deal  somewhat  gently  with  other 
nations  who  may  chance  to  be  in  the  same  unhappy 
condition?  Do  I say  too  much  when  I caution  suen 
people  to  be  more  guarded  in  boastful  assertions, 
which  are  contradicted  by  the  fact  and  the  record 
of  the  case?  Do  I give  needless  offence  when  1 beg 
you  to  remember  that  your  parliament  is  omnipo- 
tent over  this  subject,  and  is  therefore  responsible 
for  all  the  evils  which  exist,  either  through  their 
negligence  or  by  their  consent?  Alas,  sir,  it  is  an 
ancient  habit,  to  be  bitter  against  our  brother  for  a 
mote,  when  a beam  is  in  our  own  eye. 

But  I have  more  to  add.  We  have  been  spoken 
against  with  great  severity  for  neglect  of  the  spi- 
ritual welfare  of  the  colored  population  of  the  U. 
States;  and  you  have,  in  an  unhappy  hour,  said 
you  believed  and  approved  these  hard  sayings.  I 
have  in  vain  denied;  in  vain  disproved  them.  My 
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object  now  is,  to  show  the  condition  of  the  country 
whose  people  bring:  and  credit  them,  still  keeping 
the  line  of  duty  indicated  by  your  suggestion. 

4.  Let  me  beg  you,  then,  to  look  at  the  condition 
of  Lower  Canada,  where  the  Roman  Catholic  re- 


ditional  hundreds  which  I see  Dr.  Heugh  urged  I as  a Christian,  my  mission  brought  me  to  you. 
the  people  of  Glasgow  to  give  him  by  way  of  “tes-  j The  assurance,  too,  that  the  party  with  which  you 
timoniai  fund,”  might  not  have  been  fully  as  well  I act  is,  in  point  of  numbers,  a very  small  minority 
laid  out  in  sending  the  gospel  to  the  British  capital?  j of  the  British  nation,  makes  me  the  more  willing 
8.  Besides,  the  accusations  now  made  your  own,  j to  adhere  to  this  view  of  my  duty.  Indeed,  it  is 

has  much  of  its  strength 
as  more  particularly  sent, 
necessary  for  me  to  take  part 


pie  are  so  ignorant  that  by  statute  law  the  grand  | been  arraigned  upon — may,  to  a certain  extent,  at  all  in  these  discussions, 
jurors  and  the  school  commissioners  are  allowed  | under  the  general  head  of  severity, ^injustice  j I readily  admit  that  time. 


patience,  sacrifices  and 


jurors  ana  me  scnooi  commissioners  are  auoweu  : «■“«*  n'-' ■ '-••-j > , - i — --- , ~ 

tlic  urivileire  of  m2tkinfr  thoir  murks  inst(?2id  ofsism-  «ind  dccp-rootcd  prcjudicG  iftiinst  the  blocks.  much  mbor,  needful  lor  the  redress  ol  the  evils  I 

. . 3 n.  V.  « I »TM 1.  _ A. _ 4.1 . out  T lrnm.i  that 


ing  their  names,  and  where,  according  to  the  belief ; These  things  may  be  true,  or  they  inay  be  false, 
of  the  whole  universe,  except  Papists,  a system  of  I The  statements  and  evidence  on  both  sides  are  in 
idolatrous  worship  is  guarantied  by  the  power  of  | reach  of  the  public.  You  have  vouched  for  their 

truth,  and  it  is  not  now  my  design  to  show  the  con- 
trary, but  to  show  who  they  are  that  are  so  ready 


the  British  realm 

5.  Then  look  over  the  votes  in  the  committee  of 
supply  in  the  present  parliament,  and  you  will  see 
£8,928  “for  the  Roman  Catholic  college  at  May- 
nooth,”  (which  is  just  about  the  sum  the  vilified 
Americans  pay  annually  to  promote  the  religion  of 
Jesus  Christ  in  Western  Africa,  through  the  Colo- 


have  pointed  out.  I know  that  the  present  generation 
is  not  responsible,  in  such  a sense,  lor  most  of  them, 
as  past  generations  have  been.  I am  convinced 
that  multitudes  of  Englishmen  deplore,  and  would 
gladly  remove  them.  1 am  satisfied  that  it  is  by 


to  magnify  real  errors,  and  to  allege  false  crimes  , the  silent  influence  of  example,  and  the  kind  and 
upon  their  neighbors.  clear  exposition  of  general  principles,  rather  than 

9.  Pray,  sir,  were  you  ever  in  Ireland?  If  you  j rude  and  harsh  personal  or  national  assaults,  that 
were,  you  saw  a land  fertile  and  beautiful;  a peo-  i we  can  do  you  good,  in  these  or  similar  cases.  And 
pie  handsome,  intelligent  and  active;  a climate  I gladly  declare  my  belief,  that  the  Christians  of 


nization  society),  and  I ask  you  as  a Christian,  to  I ™ .genial  than  any  other  in  so  high  a northern  | America,  as  such,  can  and  ought  to  hold  Christian 
resolve  the  questions,  which  of  these  enterprises  1 latltude;  m short,  every  thing  that  should  make  its  intercourse  and  sympathy  with  the  Christians  of 
you  deem  most  injurious  to  true  religion?  which  teeming  population  rich  happy  and  powerful  I Britain,  notwithstanding  that  the  British  nation  may 


you  and  your  party  have  most  actively  opposed? 
and  which  is  most  under  your  eye  and  control? 
Heaven  and  earth  are  moved  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  the  gospel  in  Africa,  through  the  Colonization 
society;  and  not  a whisper  is  heard  to  prevent  the 
increase  of  idolatry  in  your  own  land,  through  go- 
vernmental patronage. 

G.  But  a more  frightful  case  remains.  Remember 
that  you  have  one  hundred  millions  of  heathen  alone 
in  your  Indian  possessions;  then  read  the  noble 
speech  of  the  rev.  W.  Campbell,  a missionary  from 
Bengalore,  delivered  at  Exeter  hall,  at  the  last  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  London  Missionary  society. 
There,  sir,  you  will  find  positive  proof  that  the 
horrid  system  of  Hindoo  idolatry,  in  all  its  cruelty 
and  corruption,  is  upheld,  partaken  of,  and  made  a 
source  of  gain  by  the  British  authorities  in  India! 
Temples  are  supported  by  the  government;  priests 


was  there;  I saw  hundreds  of  people  who  had  no  be  responsible  in  the  matters  alleged;  and  that  we 
fixed  abodes.  I saw  the  majority  of  the  houses  of  can  and  ought  to  do  it — without  perpetual  vitupera- 
the  lower  classes  to  be  worse  than  the  stables  and  tion  and  insult,  even  for  what  is  true — not  to  say 
cowhouses  in  England;  1 saw  thousands  in  rags;  ' without  gross  perversions  of  the  facts  and  merits  of 
hundreds  naked;  and  hundreds  more  naked,  except ; the  case.  Such,  sir,  are  my  views  of  the  subject, 
a piece  of  a single  old  garment.  I looked  at  the  I deeply  regret  that  yours  are  so  widely  different, 
third  report  on  the  expediency  of  a poor  law' for  And  I humbly  beseech  you  to  imagine  the  whole 
Ireland,  made  by  order  of  parliament,  and  I found  , course  of  your  proceedings  and  arguments — em- 
that  2,385,000  souls  are  out  of  work,  have  nothing  bracing  of  course  the  mission  of  Mr.  Thompson,  and 
to  depend  on,  and  are  in  distress  for  thirty  weeks  his  conduct  since  his  return — made  ours,  and  our 
every  year.  It  is  a settled,  indisputable  truth,  that  i case  made  yours;  and  then  decide  what  would  by 
one-third  of  the  Irish  people  beg  their  bread  two-  i this  time  have  been  the  feelings  of  your  people  to- 
thirds  of  every  year.  And  yet  enormous  quantities  ! wards  us,  if  we  had  treated  you  as  you  have  treat 


of  grain  and  live  stock,  and  all  sorts  of  provisions, 
are  exported  from  Ireland.  And  yet.  in  defiance 
of  all  this  tremendous,  long-continued  and  periodi- 
cal suffering,  there  is  no  poor  law,  nor  any  sort  of 
general  provision  by  law',  for  the  poor  of  that 
island.  But  there  are  forty-nine  regiments  of  horse 


j j - .,  = ,,,  ,,  » lsiana.  jdui  mere  are  lony-mne  regimems oi  noise 

and  dancing  women  are  paid  a monthly  allowance  , A foot  and  a constabul;ry  lbrce°of  about  equal 
out  ot  the  public  revenue;  magistrates  are  present 1 - 

and  aiding  officially  at  their  brutal  ceremonies;  mi- 


magnitude,  ready  to  stay  the  people’s  stomachs 
with  lead  at  night  and  steel  in  the  morning.  This 
is  the  happy  consummation  of  six  hundred  years  of 
British  authority!  And  how  can  you,  sir,  look  any 
human  being  in  the  face,  and  charge  his  country 
eagerness  oi  pany  zem  nna  in  an  ns  laise  af*fSa*  I with  wrong,  till  you  have  strained  every  effort  to  self  of  that  country,  and  introduce  slavery  there!- 
ns,  equal  to  the  naked  deformity  of  j redreS3  this  vast  hereditary  guilt?  Or  if  you  fail,  The  people  generally  of  America  are  long  ago 

how  can  you  speak,  nationally,  in  the  hearing  of  roused  to  the  highest  pitch  of  indignation  against 
earth  or  heaven,  about  human  wrongs? 


Jitary  officers  do  their  peculiar  honors  to  the  abomi- 
nable thing;  and  British  functionaries  collect  the 
wages  of  iniquity.  And  now,  sir,  what  can  the 
eagerness  of  party  zeal  find,  in  all  its  false  allega- 
tions agains' 
these  facts? 

7.  But  pass  again  to  another  portion  of  your  \ 
wide  empire.  In  multitudes  of  publications  I have 
seen  our  alleged  neglect  of  the  religious  instruction  ■ 
of  the  colored  population  of  America  made  the 
basis  of  insinuations  against  the  sincerity  of  our  re- 
ligious profession,  If  you  will  read  the  speech  of 
Dr.  Phillip,  already  alluded  to,'  you  will  find  the 
following  sentence:  “Boteman,  a Caffre  chief,  and 
others,  have  been  petitioning  me  for  missionaries, 
by  every  messenger  through  whom  they  could  con- 
vey to  me  a verbal  communication,  for  the  last 
twelve  years;  and  I have  not  yet  been  able  to  send 
them  one.”  Gracious  heaven!  what  an  account 
will  the  twenty  thousand  Protestant  ministers  of 
Great  Britain  have  to  render  for  the  souls  of  these 
poor  Cadres,  whom  so  many  of  them  have  forgot- 
ten, to  abuse  their  brethren  in  America  for  neglect- 
ing a population  amongst  whom  a larger  proportion 
hear  trie  gospel,  than  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  ca- 
pital of  the  British  empire. 

Let  us  look  at  London,  the  seat  of  your  wealth, 
power  and  civilization;  the  abode  of  your  sove- 
reign; the  seat  of  your  parliament;  the  see  of  a 
bishop,  whose  income  would  support  a hundred 
missionaries.  Listen  to  what  the  bishop  says  of  so 
much  of  his  diocess  as  is  contained  in  the  metropo- 
lis. “There  are,”  says  he,  “thirty-four  parishes,  con- 
taining above  10,000  souls  each,  (omitting  all  notice 


ed  us.  I declare,  in  the  presence  of  God,  my  firm 
belief,  that  if  things  go  on  much  longer  as  they 
have  progressed  for  the  last  two  years,  there  wiil 
not  be  found  on  earth  men  more  estranged  from 
each  other  than  the  professors  of  religion  in  the  two 
countries.  I have  already  witnessed  the  spectacle 
of  a part  of  the  religious  press  in  England  urging 
forward  the  government  of  the  country  to  an  inter- 
vention, if  necessary,  with  arms,  against  the  pro- 
gress of  liberty  in  Texas,  upon  the  false  and  igno- 
rant pretext  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  unless  prevented  by  force,  would  possess  it- 


ot  those  which  contain  less),  and  in  the  aggregate  i upon  the  paper  that  records  it  for  the  execration  of 


1,137,000  souls:  but  there  is  church  room  for  only 
101,632 — less  than  one-tenth  of  the  whole!  Allow 
one  church  lor  every  3,000  souls,  and  379  churches 
would  be  required;  while  in  fact  there  are  but  69: 
or  if  consecrated  chapels  be  added,  only  100.” 
That  is,  above  1,000,000  souls  in  a single  city,  and 
that  city  the  seat  of  your  glory,  utterly  unprovided 
for  by  the  nation  and  the  established  church. — • 
Now,  if  we  should  add  w'hat  is  done  by  dissenters 
of  all  classes,  and  add  also  the  destitute  of  the 
small  parishes,  the  result  might  be  varied  a little; 


i your  proceedings  in  this  whole  business.  You  have 
10.  Look  for  the  last  time  to  the  vast  plains  of  now  reduced  the  Christians  of  that  country  to  a 

” ‘ " ‘ L,“J  — position,  where,  if  they  act  with  you,  or  admit  your 

previous  statements  or  principles,  they  become,  on 
your  own  showing,  infamous!  You  may  now  be- 
hold in  the  preceding  statement  the  posture  in  which 
all  the  world  but  yourselves  have  viewed  you  dur- 
ing all  this  terrible  affair! 

Was  it  ignorance  of  your  real  condition,  or  was 
it  ignorance  still  more  gross  of  ours,  or  was  it  na- 
tional vanity  and  prejudice,  or  was  it  all  these  unit- 
edly, that  impelled  the  abolition  party  in  Britain  to 
pursue  the  course  they  have  adopted?  It  is  not  my 
desire  to  give  offence,  and  I will  not,  therefore,  at- 
tempt to  decide.  Your  party  profess  to  have  full 
and  accurate  information  about  us;  though  it  is  verv 
odd  that,  at  your  meeting,  Dr.  Heugh  moved  and 
Mr.  Eadie  seconded,  and  your  “very  numerous  and 
highly  respectable  meeting”  unanimously  voted, 
thatour  national  constitution  contained  a very  impor- 
tant principle,  which  is  not  only  not  in  it  at  all,  but 
which  the  very  discussion  you  were  pronouncing  on, 
ex  cathedra , proved  not  to" be  in  it!  Well-informed 
gentlemen,  not  to  sav  just  judges,  should  be  more 
cautious.  It  does  not  become  me  to  say  that  your 
part}'  are  ignorant  of  the  condition  of  their  own 
country;  but  if  they  knew  the  facts  now  commend- 
ed to  their  notice,  it  is  not  easy  to  reconcile  their 
singular  disregard  of  them,  with  their  rampant  be- 
nevolence on  the  other  side  ol  the  water;  and  if 
they  were  unacquainted  with  them,  they  had  better 


South  Africa,  wet  with  the  blood  of  murdered  na- 
tions. Read  the  clear  and  masterly  speech  of  Dr. 
Phillip,  already  twice  referred  to.  “If  a traveller, 
who  had  visited  that  country  tw’enty-five  years  ago, 
were  to  take  his  stand  on  the  banks  of  the  Keis- 
kamma  river,  and  ask  what  had  become  of  the  na- 
tives whom  he  saw  there  on  his  former  visit;  if  he 
took  his  stand  on  the  rocks  of  the  Sondago  river, 
and  looked  towards  a country  seventy  miles  in 
breadth  before  him,  he  might  ask  the  same  ques- 
tion; if  he  W'ere  to  take  his  stand  again  on  the  Fish 
river,  and  then  extend  his  views  to  Calfraria,  he 
might  ask  the  same  question;  and  were  he  to  take 
his  stand  on  the  Snow  mountain,  called  Graaf  Rei- 
not,  (he  would  have  before  him  a country  contain- 
ing 40,000  square  miles),  and  ask  where  was  the 
immense  concourse  he  saw  there  twenty-five  years 
ago,  no  man  could  tell  him  w'here  they  were!” — 
Ask  lord  Glenelg,  his  majesty’s  principal  secretary 
for  the  colonies,  and  lie  will  admit  that  the  system 
of  treachery,  plunder  and  butchery,  by  which  these 
brave  and  upright  savages  have  been  wasted  in  ex- 
terminating oppression,  constitutes  perhaps  the 
most  degrading  of  all  the  chapters  of  the  history  of 
mankind!  It  is  a chapter  written  in  the  tears  and 
blood  of  slaughtered  tribes,  and  is  hardly  yet  dry 


posterity!  It  is  a chapter  that  had  not  been  fully 
enacted  when  you  were  concocting  plans  and  ar- 
ranging agencies  by  which  to  make  illustrious  the  I stay  at  Jericho  till  their  beards  be  grown.  Upon 
benign  sway  of  universal  freedom,  justice  and  be- | the  delicate  and  painful  subject  of  national  preju- 
nevolence  in  your  monarchy — and  to  brand  upon  | dice,  it  is  difficult  to  speak  properly  at  all;  but  es- 
our  republic  reproaches  which  all  coming  genera-  ; peciallv  so  to  gentlemen  whose  passion  lies  in  sur- 

j mounting  all  prejudice  whatever.  The  John  Bull 
When  [ newspaper  is  said  to  represent  the  views  and  feel- 


tions  could  not  efface. 

But  why  need  I multiply  particulars? 


these  things  are  set  right,  and  you  seek  from  us  j ings  of  the  extreme  high  church  and  tory  party; 
another  list,  we  will  say  to  you  concerning  your  | the  Record  is  the  reputed  vehicle  for  low  church 
polity,  in  nearly  all  its  parti,  things  which  you  will  : sentiments;  the  Patriot , I am  told,  stands  in  the 
same  relations  to  the  congregational  dissenters 


but  still,  make  the  best  of  it  you  can,  and  you  are  | then  be  better  able  to  bear.  We  will  point  out 
left  with  more  people  destitute  of  the  means  of 1 how  you  may  establish  real  freedom  amongst  your- 
grace  in  London  alone,  than  in  all  the  United  selves,  and  thereby  show  your  acquaintance  with 
States!  If  you  doubt  these  statements  of  the  lord  i its  sacred  principles;  how' you  can  make  your  laws 
bishop  of  London,  consult  the  proceedings  of  the  just,  equal  and  humane,  and  thereby  manifest  in 
last  annual  meeting  of  the  city  mission;  and  then  practice  your  devotion  to  principles  commended 
ponder  whether  the  hundreds  of  pounds  squandered  for  others.  At  present,  such  a proceeding  could 
on  Mr.  Thompson’s  trip  to  the  United  States,  and  j only  irritate,  and  is  the  more  readily  forborne,  be- 


bracing  both  Baptists  and  Independents,  who  are 
generally  whigs  and  radicals;  the  Times,  which, 
from  its  great  ability,  must  always  wield  a vast  in- 
fluence, is  considered  the  organ  of  the  Independent 
conservative  interest.  I am  very  likely  to  be  mis- 
taken; but  I have  tried  to  inform  myself  of  your 
condition — and  this  is  what  I learn.  Be  so  good, 


>n  printing  his  slanders  of  that  country,  and  the  ad-  j cause  it  is  not  as  an  American  or  a republican,  but  | sir,  as  to  read  any  editorial  article  in  either  of  these 
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papers,  for  the  last  four  months,  in  which  it  was 
necessary  to  express  opinions  or  feelings  in  regard 
to  the  United  Slates,  and  you  will  at  once  catch  my 
present  drift.  But  to  aid  such  as  have  neither  time 
nor  opportunity  for  such  a review,  excuse  the  fol- 
lowing sample  from  a late  number  of  the  last  named 
paper:  “In  short,  this  is  just  the  wretched  ‘coloni- 
zation scheme,’  to  which  those  pious  slave  owners, 
the  Baptists,  Independents  and  Presbyterians  of  the 
United  States,  have  betaken  themselves,  as  a plas- 
ter to  their  consciences,  rank  and  rotten  with  hypo- 
crisy; and  though  that  holy  American  humbug  may 
command  a congenial  support  from  the  canting 
zealots  of  liberty  and  lashes,  hallelujahs  and  horse~- 
whippings,  bibles  and  brutality,  missions  and  mur- 
ders, religious  revivals  merging  in  slave  auctions, 
and  love  feasts  terminating  in  Lynch  law,”  &c.  &c 
It  is  but  justice  to  say  that  I have  seen  equal  gross- 
ness only  in  the  John  Bull,  and  in  Mr.  Thompson’s 
speeches,  to  some  of  which  latter  this  has  a most 
suspicious  resemblance.  It  is  my  duty  also  to  de- 
clare, which  I do  with  sincere  pleasure,  that  the 
present  foreign  secretary  of  the  king  (lord  Pal- 
merston) and  the  journals  which  speak  the  senti- 
ments of  the  government,  are  by  far  better  inform- 
ed, and  more  candid  in  regard  to  American  affairs 
in  general,  than  any  others  whose  published  views 
have  come  to  my  knowledge. 

I may,  in  the  end,  be  permitted  to  suggest  that 
perhaps  too  much  has  been  said  in  relation  to  the 
existing  and  prospective  intercourse  between  the 
churches  of  the  two  countries;  and,  possibly,  too 
much  consequence  attached  to  it  by  myself,  as  well 
as  others.  I have  uttered  the  sentiments  of  those 
who  sent  me,  in  their  name,  and  endeavored  to 
enforce  them  by  such  considerations  as  appeared 
to  me  just  and  appropriate.  But  I am  not  aware 
of  any  thing  having  transpired  which  would  jus- 
tify the  supposition  that  America,  or  her  churches, 
looked  for  any  advantage  which  was  not  likely 
to  be  reciprocal,  in  being  permitted  to  hold  this  in- 
- tercourse.  Still  less  can  I conceive  that  any  one 
could  be  justified  in  demanding  of  our  churches,  as 
conditions  of  it,  not  only  adhesion  to  moral  princi- 
ples which  we  reject,  but  the  procurement  of  po- 
litical changes  which  are  impossible.  Yet,  if  I 
comprehend  the  drift  of  all  British  abolitionism,  it 
stops  not  a whit  short  of  this. 

It  was  the  world,  more  than  America,  we  sought 
to  benefit.  We  had  no  purpose  of  attempting  a re- 
volution in  Britain;  nor  did  it  enter  into  our  con- 
ceptions that  the  revolution  in  America,  of  the  most 
terrible  event,  would  be  dictated  to  us  in  terms 
hardly  supportable.  It  was  the  benighted  heathen 
for  whose  good  we  were  laying  plans;  and  the 
thought  of  personal  advantage,  or  honor,  or  enjoy- 
ment, to  any  portion  of  ourselves,  had  never  place 
for  a moment,  nor  even  ground  for  exercise;  and, 
therefore,  we  must  needs  be  proof  against  all  dis- 
criminating threats.  It  is  quite  gratuitous  for  the 
sects  of  England  to  decline  receiving  our  delegates, 
except  they  be  abolitionists — which  many  indivi- 
duals and  some  public  meetings  have  recommend- 
ed— which  the  Baptists,  if  I am  rightfully  inform- 
edl  have  virtually  done,  and  which  seems  nothing 
beyond  the  compass  of  your  argument. 

Indeed,  this  aspect  of  the  case  is  so  very  far  from 
the  one  which  the  facts  exhibit,  that  I am  greatly 
surprised  that  wisdom,  if  not  kindness,  did  not  pre- 
vent its  presentation.  For  I believe  no  delegate 
who  has  gone  from  Britain  to  America  has  been  as- 
sailed, in  public  and  private,  on  any  of  the  great 
evils  at  which  1 have  hinted  in  this  communication, 
as  every  delegate  who  has  come  from  America  to 
Britain  has  been  assailed  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 

I believe,  too,  you  would  search  in  vain  in  Ameri- 
ca for  any  man  who  had  received  from  any  sect  or 
institution  in  Britain  any  token  of  respect  or  es- 
teem; while  it  will  be  equally  hard  to  find  in  Bri- 
tain any  man  amongst  any  sect  to  which  any  dele- 
gate from  America  has  ever  come,  who  is  not  in- 
debted to  us  for  all  the  consequence  he  has  derived 
from  literary  and  theological  distinctions  denied  to 
him  at  home,  but  bestowed  by  the  kinder  or  more 
discerning  spirit  of  strangers! 

For  my  own  part,  without  intending  to  commit 
the  folly  of  depreciating  a great  nation,  I am  oblig- 
ed to  say  that  the  thing  which  surprised  me  most  in 
England  was  the  universal  ignorance  which  pre- 
vails in  regard  to  America;  while  the  thing  which 
grieved  me  most  was  the  almost  equally  universal 
prejudice  against  us. 

You  do  not  know  us.  You  have  little  sympathy 
with  us.  You  do  us  wrong  in  all  vour  thoughts. — 
In  regard  to  all  these  points,  I believe  there  is  but 
one  mind  amongst  all  Americans,  not  being  aboli- 
tionists, who  have  been  in  England.  And  if  you 
have  been  pleased  to  express  the  hope  that  I would 
return  to  America  materially  changed  in  many  of 
my  views  and  principles,  I have  only  to  say  in  re- 
ply, that,  so  profound  is  my  sense  of  the  false  es- 


timate you  put  on  every  thing  national , as  between 
us  and  you,  my  visit  to  England  has  opened  a new 
source  of  devotion,  in  gratitude  to  God  that  he  per- 
mitted your  ancestors  to  persecute  ours  out  of  it. — 
So  little  impression  of  the  kind  you  expect  has  all 
that  I have  been  forced  to  hear  in  England  against 
my  country  and  my  brethren  produced,  that  when 
I return  to  embrace  again  those  beloved  men,  I 
shall  revere  them  more,  as  I measure  them  by  all  I 
have  known  elsewhere;  and  when  my  weary  feet 
touch  that  sacred  land,  I shall  rejoice  in  the  very 
“dust  and  stones  thereof,”  as  more  precious  than 
the  pearls  of  all  lands  beside! 

If  I may  not  call  you  my  fellow  Christian  with- 
out olfence,  I can  at  least  sign  myself  your  fellow 
sinner,  R.  J.  BRECKINRIDGE. 

Paris,  Aug.  20,  1S36. 


POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

From  the  ( Ravenna ) Ohio  Star. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Ravenna,  Oct.  15,  1836. 

Dear  sir:  The  leaders  of  the  Van  Buren  party 
are  every  where  circulating  reports  that  our  distin- 
guished citizen,  general  Harrison,  while  a member 
of  the  general  assembly,  voted  in  favor  of  a bill  to 
sell  poor  debtors  into  slavery.  This  is  the  last  and 
most  malicious  slander  invented  to  render  general 
Harrison  unpopular  with  the  people,  and  it  ought 
to  be  refuted  before  it  shall  poison  the  public  mind. 

I have  been  informed  that  you  were  a member 
of  the  legislature  during  the  pendency  of  the  bill 
in  question  before  the  legislature,  and  that  you 
are  acquainted  with  the  origin,  nature  and  history 
of  the  bill.  If  such  be  the  case,  I should  be  happy 
to  receive  a communication  from  you  upon  the  sub- 
ject, as  it  would  enable  me  to  subserve  the  cause 
of  the  people  in  this  country,  in  the  great  contest 
now  going  on  between  the  people  and  the  office 
holders,  by  vindicating  the  conduct  and  reputation 
of  an  individual,  who,  both  as  a statesman  in  the 
halls  of  legislation,  and  a soldier  upon  the  tented 
field,  has  expended  his  time,  money  and  energies 
in  behalf  of  his  country.  Very  respectfully,  yours, 
&c.  WM.  S.  C.  OTIS. 

Hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey. 

Canfield,  Oct.  17,  1836. 

Dear  sir:  Your  favor  of  the  15th  was  received 
last  evening.  You  refer  to  the  slanderous  reports 
in  circulation,  charging  general  Harrison  with  hav- 
ing voted  to  sell  poor  debtors,  “and  having  been  a 
member  of  the  house  of  representatives,  you  ask 
me  to  state  what  was  the  origin,  nature,  objedt  and 
history  of  the  bill  in  question.” 

I never  knew  there  was  a bill  to  sell,  “poor  debt- 
ors,” nor  any  provision  in  a bill  for  that  purpose. — 
The  persons  who  first  gave  circulation  to  the  slan- 
ders knew  their  statements  were  false 

I am  obliged  to  leave  home  immediately,  in  con- 
formity with  an  arrangement  made  last  week  to 
attend  to  business,  which  will  probably  detain  me 
several  days,  and  I cannot  go  as  fully  into  the  his- 
tory of  the  bill  as  I would  if  time  permitted. 

If  the  public,  however,  will  not  be  convinced 
that  the  accusation  is  basely  false  by  the  clear  and 
lucid  statements  made  by  gen.  Harrison,  about  the 
time  when  a similar  charge  was  brought  against 
him,  it  will  not  be  convinced  by  any  statement  that 
any  other  person  can  make,  nor  by  the  record  it- 
self. The  1st  session  of  the  19th  general  assembly 
commenced  on  the  4th  of  December,  1820.  At 
that  time  property  possessed,  perhaps,  less  value 
than  at  any  other  period  cf  our  history.  Land  had 
fallen  to  a nominal  price,  and  the  produce  of  the 
farmers  was  valueless  beyond  the  quantity  consum- 
ed here.  Emigration  was  at  a stand,  and  there 
were  no  markets  abroad,  and,  if  there  had  been, 
the  expense  of  transportation  to  any  eastern  or 
northern  market  would  have  been  greater  than  the 
value  of  the  produce. 

That  legislature  found  the  state  in  debt  about 
$ 30,000 , and,  from  the  great  scarcity  of  money,  an 
unusual  defalcation  in  the  payment  of  taxes. 

The  penitentiary  system  was  in  operation,  but  so 
far  from  the  convicts  maintaining  the  institution,  no 
more  than  10,925  62  was  received  from  that  source 
when  the  auditor  made  his  first  report. 

The  more  aggravated  offences  (less  than  mur- 
der in  the  first  degree)  were  punished  in  the  peni- 
tentiary, which  left  a very  numerous  class  to  be 
punished  by  imprisonment  in  the  county  jails,  and 
by  fine. 

Most  of  the  counties  were  deeply  involved  in 
debt,  and  their  orders  were  selling  for  from  fifty  to 
seventy-five  cents  on  the  dollar,  and,  by  being  de- 
manded, were  put  on  interest  at  their  full  amount. 

It  was  in  this  state  of  things,  and  in  this  condi- 
tion of  the  county,  that  the  “act  entitled  an  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  offences  therein  named,”  was  brought  for- 


ward, discussed  and  finally  passed.  “An  act  for 
the  punishment  of  crimes,”  was  passed  at  the  same 
session. 

The  question  was  presented  to  the  members  of 
the  legislature  whether  they  should  further  tax  their 
constituents  to  sustain  convicts  in  indolence,  or 
put  it  within  their  power  to  maintain  themselves, 
and,  if  they  would  not  willingly  do  it,  then  to  vest 
discretionary  power  in  the  court  of  common  pleas 
to  compel  them  to  do  it. 

I voted  for  the  section  in  the  house,  which  gene- 
ral Harrison  and  Mr.  Baldwin  voted  against  strik- 
ing out  in  the  senate.  I thought  I was  right  then, 
and  I am  convinced  now  of  having  been  in  an 
error. 

I have  thus  far  in  life  acted  on  the  principle  that 
labor  is  not  disgraceful  to  any  person.  And  if  it  i9 
not  to  a man  who  has  violated  no  moral  municipal 
law,  I have  not  been  able  to  perceive  why  it  is  to 
a person  who  is  polluted  with  crime. 

By  looking  into  the  act,  it  will  be  found  that  the 
sixteenth  section  permitted  the  person  who  should 
be  sentenced  to  pay  a fine  nnder  its  provisions,  or 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  which  it  was 
supplementary,  to  discharge  the  fine  by  labor  on 
the  highway  in  the  township  in  which  the  convict 
resided. 

The  seventeenth  section  authorised  any  two 
judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  to  put  a con- 
vict, sentenced  to  imprisonment  alone,  to  hard  la- 
bor, and  for  that  purpose  to  take  him  from  jail,  and 
to  direct  that  he  be  so  secured  as  to  prevent  an  es- 
cape. 

These  sections  formed  a part  of  the  law  as  it  pass- 
ed, and  yet  no  exception  is  taken  to  them. 

The  sixteenth  section  merely  permitted  the  con- 
vict to  labor  on  the  highway  to  pay  his  fine,  when 
the  nineteenth  section,  as  if  went  from  the  house, 
authorised  the  court,  in  its  discretion,  to  make  it  a 
part  of  the  sentence,  that  the  sheriff  might  sell  the 
labor  of  the  person  at  public  vendue  to  pay  his  fine. 
The  section  was  draughted  on  the  principle  that, 
if  the  court  should  find  a case  where  they  thought 
it  w'ould  be  safe  to  take  a man  from  jail  and  let  him 
labor  to  pay  his  fine,  it  might  so  direct.  The  court 
could  not  determine  what  his  labor  would  be  worth. 
The  labor  of  one  man  might  be  worth  filly  cents, 
when  the  labor  of  another  man  might  be  worth  two 
dollars  a day.  The  sheriff  ought  not  to  determine 
the  price,  for  he  might  put  the  convict  to  work  with 
a friend  at  a less  compensation  than  his  labor  was 
worth.  The  convict  was  the  one  most  deeply  in- 
terested in  having  his  labor  put  up  at  sale,  and 
hence  the  provision  that  the  sale  of  the  labor  should 
be  after  ten  days’  advertised  notice,  and  at  public 
vendue.  To  secure  the  rights  of  the  convict,  and 
to  prevent  a purchaser  from  tyrannizing  over  him, 
he  was  to  be  placed  on  the  footing  of  an  apprentice. 

A court  cannot  liberate  a convict  from  jail  to  pay 
his  fine,  without  being  authorised  by  law,  notwith- 
standing he  may  himself  most  ardently  desire  it. 

I justify  the  section  on  the  ground,  first,  that  if 
the  convict  should  wish  to  be  liberated,  to  work  to 
pay  a fine,  he  should  be  permitted  to  do  it;  and, 
secondly,  if  he  should  be  unwilling,  but  able  to 
work,  he  should  be  compelled  to  do  it,  in  suitable 
cases. 

I will  not  tax  a man  who  has  to  work  daily  to 
maintain  himself  and  family,  to  support  a stout 
healthy  man  in  jail,  under  the  idea  that  a convict  is 
too  much  of  a gentleman  to  labor.  The  tendency  is 
mischievous  enough  to  permit  a gentleman  dandy  to 
live  on  the  hard  earnings  of  others. 

The  object  of  the  section  was,  humanity  towards 
the  convict,  and  justice  towards  the  community  and 
himself. 

The  law,  in  its  tenderness  as  well  as  in  its  jus- 
tice and  policy,  has  fully  provided  for  the  protec- 
tion of  an  apprentice  in  all  his  rights.  A convict 
is  not  disgraced  by  having  his  rights  protected  by  a 
similar  law.  Very  respectfully,  yours, 

E.  WHITTLESEY. 

Wm.  S.  C.  Otis,  esq. 

Zanesville,  Tuesday  evening,  Nov.  Is/,  1S36. 

To  gen.  W.  H.  Harrison: 

The  undersigned  a portion  of  your  fellow  citizens 
of  the  county  of  Muskingum,  had  expected  to  yield 
you  a warm  support  at  the  coming  election  of  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  under  the  impression 
made  by  various  public  declarations  that  you  are  a 
politician  of  the  old  Virginia  school. 

In  your  address,  this  afternoon,  you  were  under- 
stood to  say  that  you  had  supported  the  tariff  and 
internal  improvement  system,  and  that  you  are  still 
in  favor  of  it.  If  it  were  your  intention  to  declare 
yourself  favorable  to  the  compromise  law,  which  is 
now  in  existence,  and  which  calmed  that  agitated 
state  of  our  country,  to  which  the  American  System 
gave  rise,  we  concur  with  you  altogether,  and  shall 
be  happy  if  such  be  the  fact.  But  if  it  be  your  opi- 
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nion  that  the  American  System  should  be  revived, 
and  that  a tariff  should  be  laid  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  manufactures,  and  making  internal  im- 
provements, instead  of  raising  a revenue  merely  suf- 
ficient to  meet  the  wants  of  the  government  we  can- 
not concur  with  you. 

Acting  under  the  influence  of  that  freedom  of  in- 
quiry, which  you  so  eloquently  urged  in  the  close 
of  your  address,  we  respectfully  ask  an  explanation 
of  your  views  on  this  subject, 


H.  W.  Doster, 
Israel  Hodge, 

J.  G.  Hilton, 

J.  Raguet, 

E.  T.  Cox, 

S.  J.  Cox, 

B.  Van  Horne, 
James  L.  Cox, 

D.  Brush, 

James  Taylor,  jr. 


John  Taylor,  jr. 
J.  Watkins, 

Sam.  Sullivan, 
Dan.  D’Yarmett, 
Thos.  Anderson, 
John  A.  Turner, 
Anthony  Wilkins, 
Alexr.  Sullivan, 
Wm.  Galigher. 


Zanesville , 2 d November,  1836. 

Gentlemen:  I had  the  honor,  this  moment,  to 
receive  your  communication  of  yesterday.  I re- 
gret that  my  remarks  of  yesterday  were  misunder- 
stood in  relation  to  the  tariff  system.  What  I mean 
to  convey  was,  that  I had  been  a warm  advocate  for 
that  system,  upon  its  first  adoption,  that  I still  be- 
lieved in  the  benefits  it  had  conferred  upon  the  coun- 
try. But  I certainly  never  had,  nor  never  could 
have  any  idea  of  reviving  it.  What  I said  was,  that 
I would  not  agree  to  the  repeal  as  it  now  stands.  In 
other  words,  I am  for  supporting  the  compromise 
act,  and  never  will  agree  to  its  being  altered  or  re- 
pealed. 

In  relation  to  the  internal  improvement  system  I 
refer  you  for  my  sentiments,  to  my  letter  to  the  hon. 
Sherrod  Williams. 

I am,  in  great  haste,  with  great  respect,  your  fel- 
low citizen,  W.  II.  HARRISON. 

Messrs.  Dosler,  Taylor  and  others. 

•TEXAS. 

message  of  the  president,  to  the  first  con- 
gress OF  THE  REPUBLIC  OF  TEXAS. 

Fellow  citizens  of  the  senate 

and  house  of  representatives: 

The  assembling  of  the  elect  representatives  of  a 
free  and  sovereign  people,  within  the  late  depart- 
ment of  Texas,  is  an  event  that  calls  for  the  warm- 
est gratulations  of  every  patriot  heart.  But  mutual 
felicitations  alone,  would  be  inadequate  to  express 
the  high  sentiments  that  ought  to  pervade  our  bo- 
soms on  this  solemn  and  interesting  occasion.  Ho- 
lier and  loftier  feelings  become  us;  for  it  is  meet 
that  we  raise  our  thoughts  and  our  thanksgivings  to 
that  omnipotent  Being  who  rules  the  universe,  di- 
rects the  affairs  of  empires,  and  guides  the  destiny 
of  all. 

Among  the  many  revolutions  that  have  varied  the 
political  condition  of  men,  few  have  exemplified 
more  clearly,  than  that  in  which  we  are  now  engag- 
ed, the  controlling  supervision,  and  the  high  appro- 
bation of  a beneficent  Providence.  We  have  rea- 
lized by  actual  demonstration,  that  “the  battle  is 
not  always  with  the  strong.”  The  enemy  came 
upon  us,  a well  marshalled  host — with  great  vigor 
and  might:  but  he  was  repelled  by  a.  mere  handful 
of  patriots,  and  the  flush  of  his  confidence,  inspired 
by  numbers,  was  turned  to  paleness  and  trembling. 
It  therefore  behoves  us,  in  the  spring-time  of  our 
national  existence,  to  lift  up  our  hearts  with  devout 
gratitude  to  the  God  of  battles,  that  peradventure 
He  may  continue  his  blessings  and  vouchsafe  to  us 
a happy  issue  to  all  our  labors. 

On  you,  fellow  citizens,  members  of  the  first  con- 
gress of  the  republic  of  Texas,  labors  of  the  most 
arduous,  the  most  interesting,  and  the  most  import- 
ant character  devolve.  To  you  is  committed  the 
beginning  of  legislation;  and  as  you  shall  lay  the 
foundation,  so  will  be  reared  the  superstructure. — 
On  you,  therefore,  rests  the  high  responsibility  of 
giving  political  character,  and  moral  reputation,  to 
one  just  born  into  the  family  of  nations.  The  pre- 
sent generation  will  feel  and  exhibit  the  impress  of 
your  doings,  and  our  prosperity  will  transmit  it  to 
generations  unborn.  I pray,  therefore,  that  in  all 
your  deliberations,  you  may  be  so  guided  by  a spi- 
rit of  wisdom,  of  justice,  and  of  truth,  that  when 
the  star  of  Texas  shall  culminate  in  all  its  bright- 
ness, it  may  shed  forth  a glorious  and  beneficent 
light.  And  whether  she  takes  her  situation  among 
the  illustrious  constellation  of  the  north,  or  revolve 
on  her  own  axes  and  within  her  own  sphere,  that 
she  may  display,  not  only  the  goodness  of  God,  but 
the  wisdom  and  prescience  of  her  early  legislators. 

On  me  rests  the  duty  of  presenting  to  your  con- 
siderations a brief  exhibit  of  our  present  political 
condition;  and  to  suggest  such  measures  as  may  be 
best  adapted  to  supply  the  wants,  secure  the  well* 
being,  and  develope  the  resources  of  our  beautiful 


country.  In  the  execution  of  this  task,  there  is 
much  to  excite  embarrassment  and  apprehension; 
but  more  to  animate  our  hopes  and  foster  a spirit  of 
perseverance.  Many  difficulties  have  been  over- 
come, and  many  remain  to  be  subdued.  But  a sin- 
cere devotion  to  the  public  weal,  will  easily  sur- 
mount them  all;  and  Texas  will  soon  be  enabled  to 
assert  a legitimate  claim  to  be  received  among  the 
nations  of  the  earth. 

The  government  ad  interim,  over  which  I have 
the  honor  to  preside,  has  hitherto  conducted  its  la- 
bors under  every  imaginable  difficulty.  At  the  in- 
stitution of  that  government,  the  forces  of  the  ene- 
my were  rapidly  advancing  into  the  country,  with 
an  imposing  array.  The  means  of  repelling  the 
formidable  invasion  were  not  of  sufficient  power  to 
inspire  general  confidence,  and  many  families  had 
abandoned  their  homes  and  were  fleeing  from  the 
approaching  devastation.  The  entire  settlements 
from  the  Nueces  to  the  Colerado  had  been  broken 
up,  and  the  fall  of  the  Alamo,  where  the  gallant 
Travis  and  his  brave  associates  consecrated  their 
lives  to  the  liberty  of  Texas,  had  spread  dismay 
even  to  the  line  of  the  Brazos.  Our  military  force 
in  the  field  was  greatly  inferior  in  numbers  to  that 
of  the  host  which  was  marching  against  us;  and 
were  it  not  that  there  was  a vast  discrepance  be- 
tween the  military  capacities  of  the  opposing  ar- 
mies, the  subjugation  of  Texas  would  have  appear- 
ed inevitable.  But  that  discrepance  had  constitu- 
ed  an  important  ground  of  confidence  in  the  seces- 
sion, that  it  was  worthy  of  all  estimation;  for  it  was 
a discrepance  not  of  military  prowess,  but  of  moral 
attributes  and  of  political  knowledge. 

The  administration  which  had  been  organized  at 
the  town  of  Washington,  deemed  it  expedient  1o 
change  its  location  to  Harrisburg,  from  which  point 
it  could  possess  an  easier  access  to  foreign  coun- 
tries, from  whence  our  chief  supplies  of  munitions 
were  to  be  obtained,  and  a more  direct  supervision 
of  the  naval  and  other  maritime  concerns.  Such 
removal  was  accordingly  effected  within  a few  days 
after  the  government  was  created. 

At  this  gloomy  period,  the  financial  affairs  of 
the  country  were  in  a condition  more  deplorable 
than  its  military  equipments.  The  commissioners, 
Messrs.  Austin,  Archer  and  Wharton,  appointed  by 
the  late  provisional  government,  had  negotiated  a 
loan  for  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  another 
for  fifty  thousand,  with  sundry  individuals  in  the 
city  of  New  Orleans.  It  was  doubtless  the  best  ar- 
rangement that  could  be  made  at  that  period.  Mr. 
Robert  Triplett  a principal  subscriber  to  each  of 
the  above  loans,  presented  himself  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Harrisburg.  Twenty  thousand  dollars  had 
been  paid  in  on  the  first  loan,  and  the  whole  of  the 
second  was  advanced.  The  ratification  of  these 
loans  had  been  submitted  to  the  convention,  and  by 
them  was  referred  to  the  executive  gov<  rnment. — 
On  inspecting  the  terms  of  the  loans,  some  of  the 
conditions  were  considered  inadmissible.  The  ex- 
clusive right  to  an  immediate  location  of  the  scrip, 
was  3 privilege,  which  it  was  believed  would  cause 
infinite  dissatisfaction  in  the  country,  and  be  espe- 
cially obnoxious  to  the  volunteers  of  the  army;  the 
nature  of  whose  service,  would  seem  to  preclude 
any  right  of  priority  of  location  in  others.  For  no 
species  of  public  service  is  considered  more  oner- 
ous, or  more  entitled  to  recompense,  than  that 
which  is  rendered  in  the  field  of  battle.  Under 
these  impressions,  we  proposed  to  Mr.  Triplett  a 
modification  of  the  loans,  and  agreed  to  reduce  the 
price  of  the  land,  or  rather  to  make  a donation  of 
thirty-two  leagues  ofland,  to  be  distributed  pro  rata 
among  the  stockholders,  in  consideration  of  a re- 
linquishment of  the  right  of  priority  of  location, 
conceded  to  them,  by  the  terms  of  the  original  con- 
tract. The  modification  was  accepted  by  Mr.  T rip- 
lett  for  himself.  He  was  not  vested  with  authority 
to  bind  his  co-lenders;  but  he  expressed  an  opinion 
that  they  3lso  would  accede  to  it.  From  the  first 
loan,  the  government  confidently  anticipated  a fis- 
cal aid  of  some  importance,  in  the  then  pressing 
emergency,  but  as  the  sequel  will  disclose,  they 
were  unhappily  disappointed.  Mr.  Triplett,  on  his 
return  to  the  United  States  presented  his  modified 
contract  to  his  associate  stockholders,  and  to  our 
surprise  they  unanimously  voted  against  its  recep- 
tion, and  declined  advancing  the  residuum  of  the 
loan. 

Some  disappointment  resulted  from  the  decision 
of  the  lenders;  and  the  government  felt  the  incon- 
venience of  an  illusory  anticipation.  A new  pro- 
position has  been  made  to  the  lenders,  to  adjust  the 
amounts  advanced,  on  the  principles  of  the  modi- 
fied contract,  but  no  definite  answer  has  been  had 
to  that  overture.  The  presumption  is,  that  it  will 
not  be  accepted,  and  that  the  settlement  of  the 
whole  transaction  will  devolve  on  congress,  for  I 
have  long  since  determined  to  submit  the  whole 
matter  to  your  decision.  I 


The  result  of  this  negotiation  afforded  conclusive 
evidence  of  the  impracticability  of  anticipating 
the  wants  of  the  country,  by  ordinary  loans.  Some 
other  course  was  necessary,  and  the  government 
resolved  to  issue  scrip  for  land  considering  the  pub- 
lic domain  as  the  most  available  and  the  least  ob- 
jectionable source  of  public  revenue.  Accordingly, 
the  agent  appointed  in  New  Orleans,  Thomas  To- 
by, esq.  a gentleman  who  had  already  made  consi- 
derable advances  on  account  of  the  government,  and 
had  manifested  a warm  sympathy  in  our  behalf,  was 
authorised  to  issue  scrip  to  the  amount  of  five  hun- 
dred thousand  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  on  the 
public  domain  of  Texas;  and  to  dispose  of  it,  at 
the  established  minimum  price  of  fifty  cents  per 
acre.  He  has  subsequently  been  empowered  to 
extend  his  issues  to  one  million  of  acres. 

The  finances  of  the  country  is  a subject  of  vast 
importance,  and  will  commend  itself  to  the  early 
and  serious  attention  of  congress.  The  adoption 
of  a plan  for  a permanent  and  certain  revenue  is  in- 
dispensable; and  I trust  your  combined  intelligence 
will  suggest  such  a system  as  will  answer  the 
great  purposes  intended,  and  will  afford  a general 
satisfaction  to  your  constituents.  The  principal 
points  to  be  observed  in  drawing  contributions 
from  the  people,  for  the  support  of  the  government, 
are  equally  of  burden,  ana  facility  and  cheapness 
of  collection.  Unequal  taxation  is  one  of  the  most 
odious  features  of  despotism. 

A number  of  patriotic  citizens  have  voluntarily 
executed  their  bonds  for  various  sums,  and  tender- 
ed them  to  the  government,  with  a view  to  relieve 
the  present  exigencies  of  the  country.  These 
bonds,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  one  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  dollars,  have  been  transmitted 
to  the  agents,  Messrs.  T.  Toby  and  Brother,  by 
the  quarter  master  general,  and  a hope  is  enter- 
tained that  they  will  prove  a present  convenience. 

Duties  on  imports  and  in  some  cases  on  exports, 
constitute  a convenient  and  economical  mode  of 
supplying  the  public  necessities,  and  are  less  one- 
rous to  individuals  than  almost  any  other  impost. 
They  therefore  form  a part  of  the  financial  resourc- 
es of  all  countries.  The  idea  of  a free  internation- 
al commerce  is  a modern  improvement,  that  reflects 
great  credit  on  the  philanthropy  of  the  present  age; 
and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  entangle- 
ments of  ancient  institutions,  and  the  inveteracy  of 
confirmed  habitudes,  have  prevented  its  adoption 
by  the  principal  nations  of  the  earth.  While  these 
oppose  it  by  cordons  of  custom  houses  and  ponder- 
ous codes  of  revenue  lawsuit  would  be  vain  and  in- 
effective, for  a nation  just  springing  into  existence, 
to  attempt  its  practical  establishment.  When  the 
abundant  intrinsic  resources  of  our  country  shall 
be  fully  developed,  then  it  may  be  the  peculiar 
glory  of  Texas,  to  invite  the  kindred  nations  of  the 
earth,  to  an  unembarrassed  intercommunion  of  their 
diversified  products.  The  effect  of  such  a system, 
on  the  peace  and  happiness  of  nations,  and  on  the 
comforts  and  enjoyments  of  individuals,  would 
transcend  all  that  has  heretofore  been  accomplish- 
ed, by  the  straightened  and  selfish  spirit  of  com- 
merce; and  that  spirit,  parsimonious  and  jealous  as 
it  is,  has  done  much  to  meliorate  the  condition  of 
man,  by  dispensing  the  munificent  and  various  be- 
nefactions of  Providence,  to  and  from  the  remotest 
climes.  The  institution  of  a tariff  is  a matter  of 
great  delicacy,  requiring  a minute  attention  to  the 
smallest  concerns  of  domestic  life.  An  excessive 
or  disproportionate  charge,  upon  one  necessary  ar- 
ticle of  merchandise,  would  violate  the  grand  prin- 
ciple of  equalization;  and  I trust  you  will  be  en- 
abled, so  to  order  the  assessments,  so  as  to  avoid 
that  evil.  The  experience  of  the  nation  from 
which  we  have  seceded,  affords  abundant  testimony 
of  the  pernicious  consequences  of  an  overcharged 
tariff.  An  exhorbitant  rate  of  duty,  not  only  de- 
feats itself,  by  presenting  allurements  to  evasions 
of  the  law,  but  it  has  a tendency  to  demoralize  a 
valuable  portion  of  the  community.  It  is  one  of 
the  most  interesting  purposes  of  legislation,  to 
purify  and  elevate  the  standard  of  moral  sentiment 
among  the  people. 

The  military  organization  of  the  country  is  de- 
fective in  many  respects,  a:id  will  require  your 
early  attention.  The  law  offering  a bounty  in 
lands  to  volunteers,  expired  by  its  own  limitation, 
on  the  first  of  July,  and  since  that  period  a number 
of  volunteers  have  arrived  in  the  country  to  aid  in 
its  defence.  Common  justice  would  seem  to  re- 
quire, that  the  same  remuneration  be  conceded  to 
them,  that  is  rendered  to  their  predecessors  in  the 
chivalrous  enterprise,  for  they  were  doubtless  ac- 
tuated by  similar  motives,  and  stimulated  by  similar 
inducements. 

From  the  present  aspect  of  our  foreign  relations, 
we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  a farther  ac- 
cession of  these  generous  champions  of  liberty. 
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may  be  desirable,  and  arrangements  are  made  | tudes  of  the  times,  deprives  me  of  the  pleasure  of  i world  can  never  cancel.  The  generous  exertions 
which  I trust  will  be  adequate  to  all  our  wants  in  | presenting  to  you  a regular  report  from  the  treasu-  that  have  been  made  in  our  behalf,  by  many  citi- 
this  respect.  But  I would  recommend  to  your  ] ry  department.  The  principal  intelligence  in  my  zens  of  that  glorious  land  from  which  we  claim  a 
consideration  the  propriety  of  withholding  all  in- 1 power  to  convey,  you  will  find  in  the  auditor’s  ex-  common  parentage;  the  active  sympathy  they  have 
ducements  to  enlistments  for  short  periods  of  time;  I pose,  herewith  transmitted.  The  importance  of  manifested  in  our  cause  and  our  sufferings;  the  many 
for  it  is  very  apparent  that  a volunteer  for  three  or  ] filling  the  vacancy  in  that  interesting  department  and  valuable  benefits  they  have  conferred  upon  us, 
six  months  can  scarcely  be  familiarized  with  the  ; of  the  government,  induced  me  to  invite  to  it,  Ber-  constitute  obligations  which  nothing  in  our  power 

nard  E.  Bee,  esq.  a gentleman  of  high  character,  to  to  confer  upon  them,  can  cancel.  The  best  and 
' T -xu-  *■  most  acceptable  requital  we  can  make  is  an  abun- 


ordinary  duties  of  a camp,  before  his  term  of  3er 

vice  expires.  The  continuation  of  the  land  bounty  | whom  I had  previously  designed  tendering  the  of- 
system,  is  perhaps  expedient,  but  it  is  also  desira-  fice  of  secretary  of  state,  to  which  office  I have  no- , dant  evidence  that  their  sympathies  have  been 
ble  that  it  be  made  as  elfective  as  possible,  in  the  | minated  him.  1 wnrthilv  hn«tr.w»H.  that  the  r«<it<  «r  th,.;,  lii^niih. 


grand  purpose  of  its  creation. 


worthily  bestowed;  that  the  truits  of  their  liberality 


The  post  office  department,  created  by  the  late  have  been  appropriated  to  the  diilusion  of  tire  grtat 
The  report  of  the  secretary  of  war  will  inform  ! provisional  government,  ceased  its  operations  soon  principles  of  '76;  and  that  our  generous  benefac 
you  of  the  present  condition  of  the  army.  Its  nu  — :iu:~  ‘ 1 ‘ . *■ 


after  the  advance  of  the  enemy  within  our  settle-  tors  have  contributed  to  the  establishment  of  an  en- 
ments,  and  they  have  not  been  resumed.  The  lightened,  liberal  and  virtuous  government,  in  a de- 
great importance  of  instituting  the  means  of  trans-  lightful  region  of  the  earth,  where  recently  the  spi- 
mitting  intelligence  throughout  the  country,  scarce-  rit  of  despotism,  reigned  in  all  the  gloomy  majesty 
ly  involves  a question:  and  I doubt  not  you  will  J of  an  interdicted  solitude. 

render  an  early  attention  to  this  interesting  subject.  , There  is  a multitude  of  other  subjects  that  would 
The  want  of  such  means  ha3  been  seriously  felt  by  naturally  present  themselves  to  the  legislators  of 


the  present  administration. 


on  the  government  ad  interim  were  extraordinary 
that  they  comprised  the  plena!  attributes  of  sove- 


merical  strength  has  been  fluctuating  on  account  of 
the  frequent  accessions  and  discharges  of  volunteers 
under  short  enlistments.  A more  permanent  es- 
tablishment will  obviate  this,  with  many  other  and 
more  serious  evils. 

The  army  has  suffered,  and  is  still  suffering  some 
privations;  but  considering  the  very  limited  finan- 
cial resources  of  the  government,  their  supplies 
have  been  as  abundant  and  as  regularly  administer- 
ed, as  could  reasonably  be  expected.  The  execu- 
tive government  has  been  anxiously  and  assiduous- 
ly intent  upon  rendering  them  as  comfortable  as 
possible,  and  if  occasional  failures  have  occurred, 
they  are  attributable  to  inevitable  circumstances. 

The  quarter  master  general  has  been  sent  to  New 
Orleans,  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  procure- 
ment of  supplies  from  that  quarter.  The  approach 
of  winter  admonishes  us  of  the  great  necessity  of 
obtaining  comfortable  clothing,  and  ample  provi- 
sions for  our  gallant  troops,  whose  exposures  in  the 
tented  field,  will  command  your  earliest  and  most 
active  solicitudes.  Orders  to  a large  amount  have 
been  transmitted,  for  provisions,  clothes  and  other 
requisites;  and  a hope  is  entertained  that  an  ade- 
quate supply  will  be  speedily  obtained.  But  or- 
ders had  previously  issued  of  a similar  character, 
and  owing  to  the  want  of  means,  they  have  resulted 
in  disappointment. 

The  present  condition  of  the  navy,  is  by  no 
means  commensurate  with  the  importance  of  that 
arm  of  the  public  defence.  The  defect  of  means 
has  restrained  the  executive  government  from  effect- 
ing any  actual  increase  of  its  strength.  Some  ef- 
forts have  been  made  to  improve  its  organization. 

Conceiving  it  of  importance  that  an  immediate  and  tive  president  of  Mexico.  The  negotiation  was  j 


Texas.  But  they  belong  to  your  successors;  while 


It  will  be  recollected  that  the  powers  conferred  to  us,  pertains  the  arduous  task  of  adjusting  the 


controversy  with  Mexico.  The  hand  of  Providence 
has  been  prodigal  in  its  dispensations  to  our  favor- 


reignty,  the  legislative  and  judicial  functions  ex- , ed  land.  In  its  agricultural  capabilities,  it  is  unex- 
cepted. The  circumstances  under  which  that  go- ! celled.  Its  champaign  surface,  invites  the  con- 
vermnent  has  been  administered  have  been  equally  I struction  of  rail  reads  and  canals,  in  all  directions; 

extraordinary.  Sometime,  when  Texas  was  a mov-  ' " ■ 

ing  mass  of  fugitives,  they  have  been  without  “a 
local  habitation,”  and  scattered  to  the  cardinal 
points;  again  they  have  been  on  Galveston  island, 
without  a shelter,  and  almost  without  subsistence; 
and  never  have  they  been  in  circumstances  of  com- 
fort and  convenience,  suitable  to  the  orderly  con- 
ducting of  the  grave  and  momentous  business  com- 
mitted to  their  charge.  That  errors  should  have 


and  future  explorations  will  disclose  inexhaustible 
j mineral  wealtn,  comprising  gold,  silver,  copper,  lead 
l and  iron.  All  these  will  constitute  subjects  for  fu- 
ture legislation.  But  at  present,  the  defence  of  our 
country  and  the  achievement  of  our  independence, 
are  absorbing  and  paramount  subjects,  to  which  all 
the  functionaries  of  government  and  all  patriotic 
citizens,  should  devote  their  most  strenuous  and  in- 
, defatigable  exertions.  It  will,  notwithstanding,  be 
been  committed,  and  that  duties  should  have  been  i apparent  to  your  discernment,  that  some  internal 


omitted,  under  such  circumstances,  w’ill  not  sur- 
prise those  who  have  an  honest  consciousness  ol 
their  own  fallibilities.  But  that  those  extraordina- 
ry powers  have  not  been  perverted  to  any  sinister 
purpose;  to  the  damage  of  the  country;  to  personal 
aggrandizement;  or  to  the  creation  or  advancement 
or  a party,  or  to  the  success  of  a speculation;  I as- 
sert with  a modest  but  a firm  and  assured  confi- 
dence. 

Soon  after  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  the  execu- 


improvements  may  be  advantageously  effected. — ■ 
The  establishment  of  regular-  ferries  at  the  rivers, 
and  the  erection  of  bridges  over  many  rivulets  and 
bayous,  would  greatly  facilitate  the  military  opera- 
tions of  the  country,  and  conduce  to  the  general 
convenience. 

It  cannot  be  disguised  that  the  principal  suffer- 
ings and  losses  incident  to  the  war,  have  been  sus- 
tained in  very  unequal  proportions,  by  the  citizens 


tive  government  commenced  a treaty  with  the  cap-  ! of  the  country.  The  population  of  the  Colorado 


responsible  commander-in-chief  should  be  created, 
who  was  himself  a practical  map,  and  practically 
engaged  in  the  service,  I appointed,  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  cabinet,  Charles  E.  Haw- 
kins, esq.  a gentleman  whose  gallantry  and  nauti- 
cal science,  would  grace  any  service,  to  that  high 
office,  with  the  rank  of  commodore.  The  opera- 
tions of  the  navy  have  been  as  efficient  as  could 
have  been  expected.  They  have  prevented  any 
depredations  on  our  cost,  by  the  enemy,  and  have 
expelled  his  maratime  forces  from  the  gulf.  The 
want  of  one  or  more  vessels,  of  a larger  class  than 
any  in  the  service,  is  sensibly  felt,  and  no  efforts 
should  be  untried,  to  accomplish  the  important  ac- 
quisition. One  brig  of  Id  guns,  in  conjunction 
with  our  present  force,  would  secure  to  us  the 
command  of  the  gulf,  and  greatly  facilitate  the  ope- 
rations of  our  own  army,  while  it  would  enable  us 
to  embarrass  every  military  operation  of  the  ene- 
my. 

The  judicial  department  of  the  government  is  in 
a very  imperfect  state.  By  the  constitution,  the 
old  system  is  abolished  and  an  entirely  new  judi- 
ciary created:  but  it  was  not  considered  advisable, 
by  the  executive  government,  to  make  any  further 
innovation  upon  the  established  courts,  than  neces- 
sity imperiously  demanded.  The  courts  were  closed 
to  civil  business,  and  they  were  thought  to  be  ade- 
quate to  the  conservation  of  the  public  peace  of  the 
country.  But  I am  apprehensive  that  opinion  is 
illusory,  and  that  a more  energetic  administration 
of  criminal  justice,  is  indispcnsible.  The  increase 
of  crime,  is  an  inevitable  concomitant  of  popula- 
tion Under  the  existing  system,  there  was  no  tri- 
bunal in  the  country,  vested  with  maritime  juris- 
diction, and  consequently,  none  competent  to  adju- 
dicate questions,  arising  from  captures  on  sea. — 
Some  prizes  had  already  been  taken,  and  it  was 
due  to  the  character  of  the  navy  and  of  the  country, 
that  a regular  and  lawful  disposition,  should  be 
made  of  them.  The  government,  therefore,  con- 
cluded to  appoint  a district  judge  for  the  district  of 
Brazos;  within  which,  it  was  probable,  all  prizes 
taken,  wouid  b?  brought,  or  to  which  they  could 
easily  be  transported.  I accordingly  appointed 
Benjamin  C.  Franklin,  esq.  to  that  office.  It  re- 
mains for  the  wisdom  of  congress  to  determine  how 
soon  the  new  organization  shall  be  perfected. 

The  recent  and  much  lamented  decease  of  the 
honorable  Bailey  Hardeman,  whose  devoted  pa- 
triotism and  inflexible  integrity  are  well  known, 
and  who  has  been  with  me  through  all  the  vicissi 


protracted  to  the  14th  of  May,  when  two  treaties,  , , . , , , ..  , , 

one  open,  the  other  secret,  were  executed  between  I w^ose  watchword  was  death,  and  whose  purpose 
this  government  and  the  president  Santa  Anna—  was  extermination;  while  other  and  populous  sec- 
Copies  of  those  treaties  are  herewith  transmitted.  Aav*. Hi0."  ““P?.™*1  Vel& **'. 


and  west  of  it,  and  of  the  Brazos,  have  experienced 
all  the  miseries  of  a successful  invasion,  by  a foe 


Some  stipulations  of  the  treaty,  regarding  the  nego- 
tiation as  one,  have  been  complied  with  on  the  part 
of  the  Mexican  president;  and  this  government  es- 
sayed to  execute  that  engagement  wdiich  relates  to 
his  transportation  to  Vera  Cruz.  The  treaty  was 
made  in  good  faith,  and  was  intended,  on  the  part 
of  this  government,  to  be  faithfully  executed.  But 
a highly  exasperated  popular  commotion,  aided  and 
sustained  by  the  interposition  of  the  army,  imposed 
an  absolute  necessity  upon  the  government  to  sus- 
pend their  compliance  with  that  article  of  the  treaty 
and  to  remand  the  captive  president  to  his  confine- 
ment. General  Santa  Anna  was  subsequently  con- 
fided to  the  custody  of  capt  Win.  H.  Patton,  who 
had  been  despatched  by  the  army  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  him  in  charge;  and  from  that  period  he  has 
been  regarded  as  the  prisoner  of  the  army.  The 
civil  government  lias  exercised  no  control  over  him, 
and  lias  felt  no  official  responsibility  in  relation  to 
his  person. 

The  battle  of  San  Jacinto  is  one  of  those  illus- 
trious events  which  not  only  tiirow  a grace  of  in- 
tense interest  into  the  pages  of  history,  but  some- 
times determine  the  fate  of  nations.  It  was  a tri- 
umph not  only  of  arms,  but  of  soul:  not  of  mere 
animal  power,  but  of  intellectual  and  moral  impulse. 
The  relative  numbers  of  the  combatants,  was  of 
minor  importance;  for  had  the  enemy  possessed 
three  times  his  actual  superiority,  the  result  w'ould 
have  been  the  same,  or  somewhat  more  brilliant. — 
It  was  feeling,  determination,  an  indomitable  reso- 
lution to  conquer,  that  achieved  the  conquest. — 
Such  feelings  are  the  highest  possible  exemplifica- 
tion of  patriotism;  and  acts  of  a high  and  magnani- 
mous patriotism,  constitute  the  best  and  strongest 
claims  to  a nation’s  gratitude.  It  has  become  a 
proverb  and  a reproach,  that  republics  are  ungrate- 
ful. Let  not  the  unkind  censure  fix  itself  upon 
Texas.  The  heroes  of  San  Jacinto  afford  you  a 
happy  opportunity,  to  falsify  the  proverb  and  repel 
the  reproach;  and  I recommend  to  your  considera- 
tion the  propriety  of  making  a suitable  expression 
of  the  public  gratitude,  by  donations  of  lands,  to 
the  officers  and  soldiers,  who  had  the  proud  gratifi- 
cation of  participating  in  the  glories  of  that  memo- 
rable day. 

Young  as  we  are  in  existence,  we  have  accumu- 
lated a debt  of  gratitude  which  all  the  goods  in  the 


empt  from  molestation  or  inconvenience.  Many 
citizens  have  suffered  an  entire  devastation  of  their 
personal  goods;  others  have  had  their  dwellings  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy;  others,  again,  have"  seen 
theirs  given  to  the  flames  by  their  own  countrymen, 
for  purposes  connected  w ith  the  public  defence. 

War  is  a national  calamity,  and  ought  to  be  un- 
dertaken and  prosecuted  only  for  national  purposes. 
It  would  seem  equitable,  that  the  positive  destruc- 
tion of  property,  accruing  from  the  war,  should  con- 
stitute a national  loss,  and  not  be  borne  exclusively 
by  a few  individuals,  whose  locality  happened  to 
be  made  the  theatre  of  carnage  and  devastation. — 
The  citizens  of  the  Brazos  were  contending  not  for 
the  independence  of  the  Brazos,  but  of  Texas;  and 
the  inhakitants  of  Texas  generally,  were  as  deeply 
interested  in  the  contest  as  themselves.  The  sound 
of  the  enemy’s  trumpet  has  never  disturbed  the 
quietude  of  some  regions,  while  the  trampling  of 
his  armies  has  carried  desolation  and  ruin  over  the 
fair  surface  of  others.  It  belongs  to  the  wisdom 
and  the  justice  of  congress  to  determine  whether 
compensation  shall  be  made  for  losses  thus  incur- 
red. 

By  an  unhappy  concatenation  of  circumstances, 
the  public  mind  has  been  attracted  to  one  object  of 
deep  and  exciting  interest.  The  Anglo-American 
settlements  in  Texas,  commenced  about  fifteen 
years  ago,  when  our  estimable  fellow  citizen,  Ste- 
phen F.  Austin,  the  pioneer  of  pioneers,  first  dis- 
turbed the  deep  solitude  of  the  Brazos,  with  (he 
hum  of  civilization.  For  several  years,  difficulties 
and  disasters,  privations  and  suflerings,  were  the 
common  allotment  of  the  settlers.  The  apparent  mu- 
nificence of  the  government,  bad  conceded  to  themi 
large  portions  of  land;  and  the  lands  were  intrinsi- 
cally valued;  but  presently  they  were  of  little 
worth.  The  early  settlers  regarded,  rather  their 
children  than  themselves,  anticipating  the  rewards 
of  their  painful  migration  to  a wilderness.  Their 
titles  were  made  perfect,  according  to  the  best  te- 
nure of  all  earthly  possession;  they  were  derived 
directly  from  the  government,  in  whom  the  proper- 
ty resided.  To  invade  the  sanctity  of  those  titles, 
and  to  cancel  rights,  consecrated  by  so  many  suffer- 
ings, would  be  a refinement  in  iniquity  that  would 
have  caused  a blush  of  compunction  to  sutl'use  the 
countenances  of  the  Gracchii. 
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I trust  that  this  congress,  and  all  others  that  may 
assemble  m Texas,  will  promptly  and  decisively 
put  the  seal  of  their  reprobation  upon  all  sinisters 
and  unrighteous  speculations  in  the  public  domain. 
But  the  moment  the  legislature  of  a country  at- 
tempts, with  an  unhallowed  hand,  to  violate  the 
just  and  vested  rights  of  individuals,  government 
ceases  to  be  a blessing,  and  civil  society  is  divest- 
ed of  half  it  guarantees. 

In  the  course  of  your  labors  for  the  public  weal 


their  victories;  with  this  dilference,  that  in  my  i 
case,  a solemn  treaty  already  existtd. 

Finally,  1 protest  against  the  violence  kept  up 
towards  me,  by  being  placed  in  a narrow  prison, 
surrounded  with  sentinels,  and  suffering  all  the  pri- 
vations which  absolutely  render  life  insupportable, 
or  tend  to  hasten  death;  and  finally,  for  being  un- 
certain in  regard  to  my  future  fate,  and  that  of  the 
other  prisoners,  notwithstanding  a solemn  treaty. 

Under  these  circumstances,  1 appeal  to  the  judg 


you  may  experience  trials  and  vexations  that  will  merit  of  civilized  nations,  to  the  conscience  of  the 
be  calculated  to  discourage  your  hearts,  and  infuse  citizens  who  compose  the  cabinet,  and,  above  all, 
disgust  into  your  minds.  Your  best  exertions  and  \ to  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  mortals,  who  has  placed 
most  elaborate  productions  may  receive  reproach,  j the  existence  and  happiness  of— the  faith  of  treaties 


instead  of  approval;  and  your  motives  may  be  im- 
pugned when  they  are  pure  as  the  snow  of  the 
mountain  top.  But  let  not  these  things  dishearten 
you;  it  i3  but  “the  rough  brake  that  virtue  must  go 
through.”  Banish  from  your  council  all  party 
spirit  and  political  intrigue;  and  armed  in  the  pano- 
ply of  an  honest  patriotism,  move  forward  in  the 
path  of  duty,  and  onward  to  the  goal  of  our'  coun- 
try's redemption.  And  may  the  Almighty  lluler  of 
the  universe  give  you  wisdom  to  discern,  virtue  to 
choose,  and  firmness  to  pursue  the  right  and  eschew 
the  wrong.  And  then  your  labors  will  redound  to 
the  essential  and  permanent  benefit  of  your  coun- 
try, and  will  so  establish  your  own  fair  fame,  that 
the  voice  of  jealousy  and  the  tongue  of  vitupera- 
tion, shall  not  prevail  to  sully  its  brightness. 

DAVD  G.  BURNET. 

Columbus,  4th  October,  1836. 

SANTA  ANNA’S  PROTEST. 

From  the  Texas  Telegraph  of  October  4. 

TRANSLATION. 


and  punctual  fulfilment  of  engagements, 
liberty.  (Signed) 

ANT.  LOPEZ  DE  SANTA  ANNA. 

June  9,  1836. 

To  his  excellency,  president  D.  G.  Burnet. 

president  burnet’s  answer. 

Executive  department,  Velasco  10th  June,  1836. 

To  his  excellency,  the  president,  general  jlnlonio  Lo- 
pez de  Santa  Anna: 

Excellent  sir:  Your  communication  of  the 
9th  inst.  purporting  to  be  a protest  to  be  published 
to  the  civilized  world,  has  been  presented  to  me. 

The  government  of  Texas  cheerfully  recognize 
to  your  excellence,  the  right  to  make  known  to  the 
world  every  grievance  and  injustice  that  you  may 
have  experienced  at  their  hands.  I admit  that  this  go- 
vernment has  been  constrained,  by  the  influence  of  a 
highly  excited  popular  indignation,  to  deviate  for  a 
season,  from  the  terms  of  that  article  of  the  treaty, 
made  between  this  government  and  your  excellency, 
which  relates  to  your  transportation  to  Vera  Cruz. 


Office  of  the  private  secretary  of  the  president  of  the  ^n(i  jn  making  this  admission,  I profess  a profound 

republic  of  Mexico,  general-in-chief  of  the  army  p . . 

of  operations. 

I,  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  president  of 
the  republic  of  Mexico,  and  general-in-chief  of  the 
army  of  operations  against  Texas,  do  appear  by 
means  of  this  official  document  before  the  govern- 
ment, ad  interim  of  the  people  of  Texas,  in  order 
to  show  to  them  by  this,  that  I am  resolved  to  pub- 
lish to  the  civilized  world  the  following  protest. 


mortification,  lor  it  does  not  belong  to  the  spirit  of  this 
government  to  make  even  a slight  deviation  from 
its  solemn  engagements.  But  the  causes  that  have 
produced  the  constraint  under  which  the  govern- 
ment have  acted,  are  not  unknown  to  you,  and  I 
should  regret  to  believe  that  you  were  incapable  of 
giving  to  them  a just  appreciation.  The  citizens 
|and  the  citizen  soldiers  of  Texas,  have  felt  and  do 
feel  a deep,  intense  and  righteous  indignation  at  the 


I protest  against  the  violation  of  the  faith  engag-  i many  atrocities  which  have  been  perpetrated  by 
ed  in  the  agreement  made  between  me  and  the  go-  ^e  tr00p3  lately  under  your  excellency’s  command; 
vernment  of  Texas,  signed  the  14th  May  ult.  and  ancj  especially  at  the  barbarous  massacre  of  the 
commenced  verbally  with  the  general-in-chief  of  brave  colonel  Fannin  and  his  gallant  companions. — 
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the  army  of  Texas,  Samuel  Houston,  and  T.  J. 
Rusk,  secretary  of  war;  wherein  tile  following  is 
stipulated. 

I protest  1st.  For  having  been  treated  more  like 
an  ordinary  criminal  than  as  a prisoner  of  war,  the 
head  of  a respectable  nation,  even  after  the  agree-  j 
ments  had  been  commenced. 

I protest  2d.  For  the  treatment  as  prisoner  of 
war,  and  ill  usage  received  by  the  Mexican  gene- 
ral, Adrian  Wall,  who  had  come  into  the  Texian 
camp  with  a flag  of  truce,  under  the  safe-guard  and 
word  of  honor  of  general  Houston,  and  with  the 
consent  of  the  members  of  the  cabinet. 

I protest  3d.  Against  the  non-fulfilment  of  the 
exchange  of  prisoners,  stipulated  in  the  9th  article, 
inasmuch  as  up  to  the  present  time,  not  even  one 
Mexican  prisoner  of  war,  has  been  set  at  liberty,  not- 
withstanding the  liberty  given  to  all  the  Texians  in 
possession  of  the  army  under  my  command. 

4th.  Because  the  “sine  qua  non”  of  the  10th  arti- 
cle, as  follows,  has  not  been  carried  into  effect; 
which  is,  “that  I shall  be  sent  to  Vera  Cruz,” 
“when  the  government  shall  deem  it  proper;” 
whereas  the  president  himself  and  the  cabinet  of 
Texas,  being  convinced  that  I had  punctually  ful- 
filled all  my  engagements,  viz:  that  the  Mexican 
army,  4,000  strong^should  retreat  from  the  position 
it  occupied  on  the  Brazos  to  beyond  “Rio  Grande;” 
that  all  the  property  should  be  given  up,  also  the 
prisoners  of  war — had  determined  on  my  embark- 
ing on  the  Texian  schooner  of  war,  the  Invincible, 
in  which  I finally  did  embark  on  the  1st  June  in- 
stant, after  addressing  a short  farewell  to  the  Tex- 
ians, wherein  I thanked  them  tor  the  generous  be- 
haviour and  offered  my  eternal  gratitude. 

5th.  For  the  act  of  violence  committed  on  my 
person,  and  abuse  to  which  I have  been  exposed,  in 
compelling  me  to  come  again  ashore,  on  the  4th  in- 
stant merely  because  130  volunteers,  under  the 
command  of  gen.  Thos.  A.  Green,  recently  landed 
on  the  beach  at  Velasco  from  New  Orleans,  had 
with  insult  and  with  threats  requested  that  my  per- 
son should  be  placed  at  their  disposal;  which  took 
place  on  the  very  day  that  the  government  received 
from  gen.  Filasola  the  answer  that  he  had  strictly 
fulfilled  that  which  had  been  agreed  upon.  I re- 
peat that  I protest  against  the  president  and  cabi- 
net’s condescension  in  issuing,  their  orders  for  that 
measure,  thereby  making  a show  of  me  before  these 
men,  as  in  former  times  was  done  with  the  chiefs  of 
conquered  nations,  considering  them  as  trophies  of 


How  far  your  excellency  participated  in  that  abo- 
mination and  inglorious  slaughter,  I am  not  dispos- 
ed to  conjecture;  but  it  is  both  natural  and  true 
that  the  people  of  Texas  impute  it  to  your  excel- 
lency’s special  command. 

When  the  government  of  Texas  solemnized  the 
treaty  of  the  14th  ult.  with  your  excellency,  they 
did  it  in  good  faith,  and  they  intended  religiously  to 
observe  every  stipulation  of  that  treaty.  Your  em- 
barkation on  board  the  armed  schooner  Invincible, 
was  an  effect  of  that  intention;  but  your  excellen- 
cy has  had  too  much  experience  in  the  wayward- 
ness of  popular  excitements,  not  to  feel  the  neces- 
sity which  prompted  your  subsequent  debarkation 
and  the  postponement  of  your  stipulated  departure. 

1st.  Your  excellency  “protests,  firstly,  for  hav- 
ing been  treated  more  like  an  ordinary  criminal  than 
as  a prisoner  of  war,  the  head  of  a respectable  na- 
tion, even  after  the  agreements  had  been  commenc- 
ed.” 

I do  not  precisely  comprehend  the  character  of 
the  treatment  objected  to,  and  would  have  been 
pleased  to  have  had  the  specifications.  If  your  ex- 
cellency alludes  to  the  accommodations  which  have 
been  assigned  to  you,  I would  reply  that  I have 
cheerfully  subjected  my  own  sick  family  to  many 
hardships,  in  order  to  render  to  your  excellency  the 
best  accommodations  in  our  power.  That  we  are 
at  present  destitute  of  the  ordinary  comforts  of  life, 
is  mainly  attributable  to  your  excellency’s  visit  to 
our  new  country;  and  on  this  account  we  feel  less 
regret  that  you  should  partake  of  our  privations. 

2d.  Your  second  protest,  relating  to  the  treatment 
experienced  by  the  Mexican  general  Adrian  Wall, 
involves  some  facts  which  I do  sincerely  deplore, 
but  for  which  this  government  is  not  strictly  respon- 
sible. 

Your  excellency  is  sensible  that  we  have  done  all 
in  our  power  to  guarantee  the  safe  return  of  general 
Wall  to  the  Mexican  camp.  But  our  orders  have 
been  contravened  by  the  commander  of  the  Texian 
army,  at  a remote  distance  from  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment. The  reasons  that  have  actuated  that  officer, 
have  not  been  fully  detailed  to  us — but  we  are  in- 
formed that  they  are  predicated  on  some  alleged 
imprudence  of  gen.  Wall,  whose  good  discretion, 
we  know,  has  not  been  very  conspicuously  mani- 
fested during  his  stay  amongst  us. 

3d.  The  third  article  of  your  protest  is  “against 
the  non-fulfillment  of  the  exchange  of  prisoners  sti- 


pulated in  the  9th  article,  inasmuch  as  to  the  pre- 
sent time,  not  one  Mexican  prisoner  of  war  has 
been  set  at  liberty,  notwithstanding  the  liberty  given 
to  all  the  Texians  in  possession  of  the  army  under 
mv  command.” 

Your  excellency  seems  to  have  a more  minute  in- 
telligence on  this  subject,  than  has  come  to  my 
knowledge,  lor  I have  no  official  information  ol  a 
single  Texian  prisoner  having  been  given  up  under 
the  treaty.  Some  of  the  intended  victims,  the 
companions  of  the  murdered  Fannin,  having  happi- 
ly effected  their  escape  and  safely  arrived  amongst 
us;  but  these  cannot  be  considered  as  liberated  in 
the  sense  of  the  treaty:  whereas,  this  government 
has  gratuitously  discharged  several  Mexican  cap- 
tives, and  defrayed  theii  expenses  to  New  Orleans, 
the  destination  which  they  solicited. 

4th.  The  fourth  clause  of  your  excellency’s  pro- 
test has  been  antecedently  answered  in  part.  Your 
excellency’s  recollection  has  betrayed  you  into  an 
error  when  you  say,  “the  presidenthimself,  and  the 
cabinet  of  Texas,  being  convinced  that  I had  punc- 
tually fulfilled  all  my  engagements,”  Stc. 

This  government  were  convinced  that  your  ex- 
cellency had  complied  with  some  of  your  stipula- 
tions, and  this  conviction  aggravates  the  mortifica- 
tion, which  the  late  events  have  inflicted  upon  them. 
But  they  were  not  informed  that  “all  the  property 
had  been  given  up;”  or  that  any  of  the  prisoners 
had  been  restored,  as  your  excellency  vainly  ima- 
gines. On  the  contrary,  we  are  advised  that  large 
herds  of  cattle  had  been  driven  in  advance  of  the  re- 
treating army,  and  that  a few  only  of  the  slaves  that 
had  been  abducted  were  returned. 

It  is  due  to  your  excellency  to  say,  that  the  go- 
vernment confidently  believed  that  these  restora- 
tions would  be  effected  as  early  as  a proper  conve- 
nience would  admit.  But  1 am  induced  to  advert 
to  another  fact,  in  relation  to  which  it  would  be  dif- 
ficult to  extend  the  same  charitable  exculpations  to 
the  officers  of  the  Mexican  army.  It  has  been  re- 
ported that  the  walls  of  the  Alamo  at  Bexar,  have 
been  prostrated,  and  that  the  valuable  brass  artille- 
ry attached  to  that  fortress,  have  been  melted  down 
and  destroyed. 

There  were  many  painful  and  pleasing  and  glori- 
ous reminiscences  connected  with  that  Alamo,  which 
j renders  its  wanton  dilapidation,  peculiarly  odious 
i to  every  Texian  spirit;  and  your  excellency  need 
not  to  be  informed  that  the  destruction  of  it  was  an 
infraction  of  the  armistice,  and  a violation  of  the 
treaty. 

5th.  In  reply  to  your  excellency’s  fifth  protesta- 
tion I remark,  that  the  painful  circumstances  which 
induced  the  government  to  direct  your  debarkation, 
on  the  4th  instant,  have  already  been  adverted  to  in 
a spirit  of  frankness  and  of  self  humiliation,  which 
a consciousness  of  error  alone  could  extort.  It 
were  superfluous  to  repeat  the  causes  which  induc- 
ed this  government  to  vary  its  discretion  in  regard 
to  the  time  they  should  deem  the  departure  of  your 
excellency  to  be  proper.  I am  not  sensible  of  any 
act  of  “violence  and  abuse”  to  which  you  were  ex- 
posed, that  was  not  necessarily  concomitant  on  your 
return  to  shore. — Your  excellency  has  acquired  too 
great  a celebrity  in  Texas,  not  to  be  an  object  of 
curiosity  with  the  multitude;  but  I believe  you  will 
bear  testimony  to  the  magnanimity,  which  restrain- 
ed a tumultuous  and  highly  exasperated  crowd,  from 
offering  any  indignity  to  your  person.  If  such  out- 
rage had  been  committed,  it  would  have  been 
promptly  chastised.  “The  president  and  cabinet” 
entertained  no  intention  of  “making  a show”  of 
your  excellency,  whose  condition,  as  a prisoner  of 
war,  has  invariably  commanded  their  highest  vene- 
ration, and  towards  whom  they  have  exhibited  eve- 
ry attention  that  was  computable  with  their  official 
duties,  and  within  their  power  to  bestow. 

6th.  Your  excellency’s  final  denunciation  is  pro- 
bably the  result  of  excited  feeling.  While  you  are 
detained  as  a prisoner,  it  is  inevitable  that  the  ordi- 
nary precautions  be  observed.  I am  not  apprised 
that  more  than  this  has  been  done.  Your  excellen- 
cy is  not  ignorant  that  the  members  of  this  govern- 
ment are  remote  from  their  own  homes  and  are  very 
indifferently  accommodated;  that  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment is  not  permanently  located,  and  therefore 
no  public  buildings  have  been  erected.  To  these 
facts  you  will  find  no  difficulty  in  attributing  vour 
being  placed  in  “a  narrow  prison;”  and  pour  excel- 
lency knows  that  the  room  you  occupy  is  more 
commodious  than  that  which  constitutes  both  mv 
office  and  my  only  family  habitation.  It  is  vividly 
fresh  in  my  recollection,  that  about  two  months  ago. 
the  best  accommodations  this  new  government  had 
enjoyed  were  broken  up,  when  the  army  under  your 
excellency’s  immediate  command  conflagrated  the 
town  of  Harrisburg. 

With  high  considerations,  I am  your  obedient 
servant,  (Signed)  DAVID  BURNET. 
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FOREIGN  CHRONICLE. 

Among  the  officers  who  accompanied  Santa  Ana  on 
his  last  Texas  campaign,  ivas  general  Arago,  a bro- 
ther of  the  celebrated  astronomer  of  the  same  name. 
The  latest  accounts,  mention  his  death  at  Mexico, 
the  consequence  of  the  fatigues  and  hardships  to 
which  he  was  exposed.  He  was  formerly  an  officer 
in  the  French  army,  but  accompanied  Alina  to  this 
country  in  1816.  His  efforts  contributed  to  deliver 
Mexico  from  the  dominion  of  Spain.  He  was  direc- 
tor general  du  genie.  He  died  at  the  age  of  47  years, 
regretted  by  all  who  enjoyed  his  acquaintance. 

Russia.  The  emperor  of  Russia  has  ordered  a 
levy'  of  soldiers  throughout  the  whole  Russian  em- 
pire, with  tiie  exception  of  the  province  of  Bessara- 
bia. It  is  to  consist  of  five  recruits  out  of  every 
thousand  males.  If  the  accounts  from  the  Circassian 
frontiers  of  Russia  are  to  be  relied  upon,  there  must 
be  a considerable  drain  of  troops  in  that  direction,  as 
the  Circassians  and  other  mountain  tribes  are  at  pre- 
sent in  arms,  and  carrying  on  a vexatious  and  desulto- 
ry warfare  with  Russia. 

New  silver  mines  have  been  discovered  at  Teliere- 
panoosk,  Krakoosk  and  Ridlersk,  in  Russia.  The 
veins  are  said  to  he  numerous  and  rich.  The  smelt- 
ing houses  at  Zialoust  are  already  employed  in  ex- 
tracting the  metal,  for  which,  hitherto,  Russia  has 
been  tributary  to  Sweden  and  England.  The  empe- 
ror takes  great  interest  in  this  new  produce  of  the 
country. 

We  learn  that  at  the  imperial  mint  of  Constantino- 
ple, there  are  being  secretly  coined  a quantity  of 
pieces  of  money  hearing  the  profile  of  sultan  Mah- 
moud, which  will  be  brought  into  circulation  in  Tur- 
key at  the  Feast  of  Bairam. 

The  Austrian  admiral,  count  Dandolo,  and  the  impe- 
rial internuuhio  have  been  allowed  the  extraordinary 
privilege  of  visiting  the  interior  of  the  old  seraglio. 

Noury  Bey,  a lieutenant  colonel  in  the  sultan’s  in- 
fantry, has  taken  his  departure  from  France  for  Con- 
stantinople, having  acquired  a great  insight  into  the 
military  art  and  science  at  the  French  colleges  and 
barracks,  where  he  has  been  permitted  to  seek  in- 
struction. He  takes  with  him  a large  collection  of 
plans,  charts  and  military  works. 

An  agent  had  been  sent  by  Don  Miguel  to  Paris  to 
sell  two  diamonds  belonging  to  that  prince.  Having 
disposed  of  them  to  a jewellery  of  that  capital  for 
90, ODD  francs,  he  has  returned  with  the  money  to 
Rome. 

It  appears  from  the  report  of  the  Manchester  Sta- 
tistical society  on  the  stale  of  education  in  the  borough 
of  Liverpool,  read  to  the  British  association,  that  in  a 
population  of  230, 0U0,  the  number  of  children  in  the 
schools,  including  6,000  under  five  years  of  age,  is 
23.183,  being  fifteen  thousand  five  hundred  more  than 
the  returns  made  to  government. 

The  New  Orleans  Bulletin  has  received  informa- 
tion by  the  brig  Oclavia  from  Havana,  that  a revolu- 
tion had  broken  out  in  St.  Jago  de  Cuba.  Governoi 
Tacon  had  ordered  two  ships  of  war  from  Havana  for 
that  port  to  aid  in  suppressing  the  rebellion. 

Letters  from  Smyrna,  of  the  2d  September,  repre- 
sent the  fig  crop  to  have  been  almost  totally  destroyed 
by  the  unusual  severity  of  the  last  winter,  not  being 
estimated  to  give  (according  to  reports  from  the  dis- 
tricts in  which  they  grow)  over  4,000  to  5,000  quintals, 
or  400,000  to  500,000  lbs.  equal  to  25,000  drums,  for 
the  whole  supply  of  the  English,  French,  Austrian, 
American  and  other  demands,  anil  that  pricus  would 
consequently  rale  enormously  high.  The  crop  would 
also  be  backward,  and  not  he  ready  for  shipment  before 
the  latter  part  of  September. 

The  opium  crop  would  also  be  materially  short, 
sav  not  over  100,000  lbs.  and  130  piastres,  or  $4  25 
per  lb.  on  board  were  demanded  by  speculators  who 
had  monopolized  it,  and  advanced  in  cash  on  account 
of  the  purchase  5,000,000  piastres 

Captains  and  consignees  of  vessels  were  consequent- 
ly directing  their  attention  to  wool  and  other  articles 
for  return  cargoes,  some  of  them  without  waiting  for 
the  fruit,  and  others  to  the  Black  Sea  for  return  car- 
goes of  wheat  and  rye. 

A curious  case.  A German  journal  records  the 
singular  pathological  phenomenon  of  the  suspension 
of  tiie  beating  of  the  heart  for  the  space  of  several 
weeks.  The  pulsflttms  could  not  be  distinguished 
even  by  the  stethesSope.  No  explanation  is  given  of 
this  remarkable  case. 

Gas.  There  had  been  a tremendous  explosion  of 
the  gas  works  in  the  Old  Kent  Road,  England.  The 
flash  of  flame  streamed  athwart  the  sky  like  a blazing 
comet,  and  the  noise  of  the  explosion  w'as  like  the 
roar  of  a peal  of  artillery.  Several  men  were  killed. 

Napoleon  and  the  twelve  apostles.  The  Cabinet  de 
Lecture  gives  the  following  anecdote  of  Napoleon:  — 
Having  entered  one  of  the  cities  of  Italy,  the  church 
wardens  recommended  to  him  the  reliques  of  their 
church.  “Sire,  will  you  deign  to  take  our  apostles 
under  your  protection?”  “Your  apostles!  are  they 
wood?”  “No,  sire.”  “Of  what  are  they,  then?” 
-“Of  silver,  sire.”  “Of  solid  silver?”  replied  Napo- 


I leon  quickly;  “yes,  I shall  help  them  to  fulfil  their 
mission;  it  lias  been  ordained  that  they  should  go 
throughout  the  world,  and  they  shall.”  timing  said 
so,  the  emperor  sent  the  twelve  apostles  to  the  mint 
at  Paris. 

Singular  incident.  A few  days  since,  a horse,  in 
Mayfield,  in  Sussex,  being  annoyed  with  flies,  kicked 
his  hind  foot  into  his  mouth,  in  such  a manner  as  to 
require  the  aid  of  a blacksmith  ere  the  limb  could  be 
extricated. 

Some  of  the  soldiers  who  took  part  in  the  attempt 
at  insurrection  which  was  made  at  St.  Petersburgh 
immediately  after  the  death  of  Alexander,  were  asked 
by  an  officer  what  they  understood  by  the  word  “con- 
stitution,” which  they  were  vociferating.  “Consti- 
tution means  the  wife  of  the  grand  duke  Constan- 
tine.” 

Expedient  for  supplying  vacancies  in  a legislative 
body.  The  constitution  of  Norway  prescribes  a sin- 
gular mode  of  keeping  the  parliament  or  storthing 
always  full.  The  number  of  members  consists  of  95, 
and  each  town  and  district  elects  as  many  substitutes 
as  representatives,  so  that  in  case  of  the  illness  or 
death  of  the  one,  his  suppleunt  is  sent  for  and  takes 
his  seat. 

Painting  on  glass.  It  is  stated  that  M.  Stalars,  a 
young  artist  at  Lille,  in  France,  has  discovered  in 
some  ancient  manuscripts  directions  for  painting  on 
glass,  which  reveal  the  secret  of  this  art  as  practised 
in  ancient  times,  and  so  long  lost.  He  has  tried  the 
method,  with  results  which  it  is  said  are  highly  satis- 
factory. 

Vesuvius.  At  Naples,  on  the  23d  September, 
some  inconsiderable  eruption  of  lava  took  place  from 
the  crater  of  Vesuvius.  The  flames  rose  at  times  to 
a great  height,  but  the  moonlight  hindered  them  from 
being  clearly  distinguished. 

Cure  of  loch  jaw.  Among  the  horses  exhibited  at 
the  West  Suffolk  agricultural  show,  was  a fine  carl 
mare,  the  property  of  colonel  Rushbrook,  which  was 
some  time  since  seized  with  locked  jaw,  and  was  per- 
fectly cured  by  pouring  cold  water  along  the  back 
from  a watering  pot,  without  intermission,  fora  con- 
siderable time;  the  application  being  recommended 
by  an  eminent  Loudon  veterinarian.  This  affection 
has  been  generally  considered  incurable. 

[English  paper. 

M.  Barbet,  mayor  of  Rouen,  has  had  some  of  the 
Algiers  cotton  spun,  and  finds  it  equal  to  the  Ameri- 
can. 

A pigeon,  despatched  at  Paris  a quarter  past  8 A.  M. 
arrived  at  Brussels  in  less  than  five  hours  and  three- 
quarters. 


DOMESTIC  CHRONICLE. 

Appointments  by  the  president.  Charles  D.  Arf- 
wedson  to  be  consul  for  the  port  of  Stockholm. 

Janies  A.  Bayard  to  be  attorney  for  the  district  of 
Delaware,  in  the  place  of  George  Read,  deceased. 

The  Miltonian,  (printed  at  Milton,  Northumber- 
land county,  Pa.),  of  Saturday  the  5th  inst.  says: — 
“We  stop  the  press  to  say  that  one  of  the  most  severe 
storms  of  wind  and  rain,  that  ever  was  known  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  occurred  this  morningabout  three 
o’clock,  blowing  down  houses,  trees,  8tc. 

'1'he  court  of  inquiry , of  w hich  major  gen.  McComb 
is  president,  assembled  at  Frederick,  Md.  on  Monday 
last  week,  and  adjourned  to  the  25th  inst.  The  Fre- 
derick Herald  of  Saturday  last,  says:  “The  following 
officers  were  present — major  general  Macomb,  briga- 
dier general  Brady,  major  gen.  Scott,  capt.  Cooper, 
capt.  Thruston.  Summonses,  we  understand,  have 
been  issued  for  witnesses.” 

Population  of  Fall  River.  The  population  of  this 
town  has  recently  been  ascertained  to  be  7,008.  The 
number  of  children  between  4 and  16  years,  who  have 
attended  school  a part  of  all  the  year  past,  is  2,052. — 
The  number  who  have  not  attended  school  any  part  of 
the  year,  260.  Number  of  public  schools  in  town  14. 
Number  of  private  schools  6.  Amount  appropriated 
by  the  town  for  public  schools  $3,500. 

Value  of  one  vote.  Three  towns  in  Connecticut 
have  reported  a tie  in  their  returns  of  votes. 

The  frigate  North  Star  arrived  at  Portsmouth  on  the 
12th  of  October,  from  South  America,  having  on  board 
1,300,000  dollars  in  specie. 

A man  is  to  be  seen  daily  going  about  the  streets  of 
Philadelphia,  selling  a pamphlet  entitled  “Four  years 
experience  in  the  state  prison,  written  by  myself.” 

Mail  robbery.  The  entire  mail  from  Cleaveland, 
Ohio,  to  Erie,  was  stolen  from  the  hoot  of  the  stage 
on  the  night  of  the  2d  inst.  and  no  traces  of  it  have 
yet  been  discovered. 

United  States.  The  territory  of  the  United  States 
contains  two  and  a half  millions  of  square  miles,  and 
is  capable  of  accommodating  at  least  five  hundred  mil- 
lions of  inhabitants. 

The  U.  S.  mint  is  about  to  issue  fifty  cent  pieces  of 
a new  and  beautiful  coinage. 


Bread  stuffs.  On  Thursday  (last  week)  there  were 
received  into  the  port  of  N.  York  9,539  bags  of  wheat 
from  Londou,  Odessa  and  Hamburg,  and  1,549  bags 
of  rye. 

Governor  . Marcy , of  New  York,  has  appointed  the 
15th  of  December,  as  a day  of  thanksgiving  in  that 
state. 

The  Albany  Advertiser  of  Saturday  last,  states,  that 
the  cashier  of  one  of  the  principal  banks  in  Bostnn 
has  absconded,  and  it  is  staled  that  he  is  a defaulter  to 
the  amount  of  nearly  one  handl  ed  thousand  dollars. 
He  had  speculated  extensively  in  eastern  lands. 

The  southern  papers  speak  of  the  lion.  John  C.  Cal- 
houn as  president  of  the  great  southern  and  western 
rail  road  company. 

Short  passage.  It  is  slated  in  the  London  papers 
by  the  Westminster,  that  the  packet  ship  Sheffield, 
captain  Allen,  had  arrived  at  Liverpool  in fffteen  days 
from  New  York.  If  this  should  prove  correct,  that 
favored  ship  will  have  made  three  passages  from  New 
York  to  Liverpool  in  forty-seven  day. 

Maine  granite.  The  exchange  at  Albany  is  to  be 
constructed  of  a light  colored  granite  from  Penobscot, 
Me.  This  state  abounds  in  granite,  having  some  of 
the  finest  and  most  abundant  quarries  in  the  world. — 
The  granite  lately  discovered  at  Kennebunkporl 
proves  to  he  of  the  finest  quality,  and  in  color  and 
durability  is  vastly  superior  to  the  far-famed  Quincy 
granite.  The  effect  of  heat  upon  the  two  has  been 
tested  by  professor  Cleaveland.  Specimens  of  each 
were  heated  to  750  degrees,  and  then  cold  water 
thrown  upon  them;  the  Quincy  cracked,  the  Kenne- 
bunk  remained  firm.  They  were  heated  a second 
time, and  water  again  thrown  upon  them;  the  Quincy 
split,  the  Kennebunk  remained  uninjured.  The  lat- 
ter is  of  a darker  color  than  the  former,  and  as  a 
building  material  is  considered  preferable  both  for  its 
durability  and  color. 

Judge  Strong,  of  Massachusetts,  in  a recent  case, 
has  decided  that  no  one  has  a right,  when  making  a 
division  fence,  to  run  half  the  same  on  the  lot  of  the 
neighboring  owner;  it  must  he  wholly  on  the  land  of 
him  who  makes  it,  unless  constructed  by  mutual  con- 
sent. 

ffflrto  Orleans,  November  1 . Within  the  last  two 
weeks  somew  here  nigh  five  thousand  passengers  have 
arrived  in  our  city,  and  our  streets  are  consequently 
again  thronged  with  new  faces.  Among  this  great 
number,  for  so  short  a time,  we  are  happy  to  learn 
that  there  are  more  than  five  hundred  mechanics; 
these  and  a thousand  more  are  much  wanted,  for 
wages  are  exorbitantly  high. 

Mr.  Phillips  the  distinguished  merchant  at  Bostnn, 
stated  at  the  Charlestown  lyceum  a few  days  since, 
that  there  were  now  450  ships  absent  from  this  coun- 
try engaged  in  the  whale  fishery.  They  employ  up- 
wards of  ten  thousand  men,  and  cost,  with  their  out- 
fits about  $12, 000, 000,  and  are  estimated  to  be  worth, 
when  their  voyage  is  compled,  $20,000,000. 

Compliment  to  our  manufacturers.  We  learn  from 
the  New  York  Express  that  “Mr.  J.  C.  Bedenberg, 
of  Newark,  New  Jersey  some  time  since  executed 
an  order  from  England,  for  a buggy.  The  gentle- 
man to  whom  it  was  sent  was  much  delighted  with 
it,  and  informed  his  correspondent  here  that  a friend 
of  his  was  also  so  much  pleased  with  it,  that  he  has 
ordered  a fac  simile  to  be  built  there,  cost  what  it 
would.  A handsome  compliment  to  Yankee  work- 
manship and  ingenuity.” 

The  ceremony  of  breaking  ground  on  the  Central 
canal,  took  place  at  Evansville,  Indiana,  on  the  2d 
instant.  A large  number  of  persons  were  present, 
and  the  day  was  closed  by  a ball. 

Monument  to  bishop  IVhite.  The  model  of  the  mo- 
nument proposed  to  be  erected  to  the  memory  ot 
bishop  White  in  Philadelphia,  says  the  New  York 
Courier,  represents  the  venerable  prelate  in  the  act 
of  confirming  a young  female,  whose  figure  is  beauti- 
fully meek;  while  that  of  the  bishop  stands  remarkably 
firm  anti  well,  with  all  the  dignity  and  mildness  which 
w ere  so  peculiarly  the  characteristics  of  that  truly  good 
man. 

Blind  choristers.  The  choir  of  singers  at  the  rev. 
Mr.  Young’s  church,  in  Summer  street,  is  composed 
entirely  of  the  pupils  of  the  excellent  institution  for 
the  blind,  in  Pearl  street;  six  males  and  six  females. 
Their  performances  are  highly  creditable  to  them. 
They  commit  to  memory  the  several  hymns  to  be 
sung  through  the  day,  anil  sing  them  without  the 
slightest  variation  from  the  text,  w ith  a remarkable 
clear  and  distinct  pronunciation.  They  are  paid  a 
fair  salary,  and  thus  are  these  children  of  charity 
enabled  to  assist  in  one  of  the  most  pleasing  parts  of 
the  worship  of  their  God.  [Boston  Trans. 

Delaware.  The  Wilmington  Journal  of  the  15th 
instant  says — It  is  understood  that  the  legislature  of 
this  state  will  be  convened  by  the  governor  at  an  early 
day,  (probably  in  the  latter  end  of  this  month,  or  be- 
ginning of  December),  to  make  the  proper  legal  pro- 
vision for  the  portion  of  the  surplus  w hich  will  come 
to  this  state,  early  in  January. 
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{KJ-A  translation  of  Mr  Gorostiza’s  note  on  clos- 
ing his  diplomatic  relations  with  this  government, 
copied  from  the  Baltimore  American,  is  published 
in  the  present  sheet. 

Maryland.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  journal  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  electoral  college  (page  199) 
that  a new  senate  was  elected  on  Saturday  last,  and 
that  the  electors,  having  completed  the  duty  assign- 
ed to  them  by  the  constitution,  have  adjourned.  The 
“21”  were  joined  by  Messrs.  Thomas  and  George 
of  Queen  Ann’s,  Fountain  of  Caroline,  andLinthi- 
cum  and  Bellman  of  Anne  Arundel,  who  voted  blank 
billots. 

We  would  do  injustice  to  our  feelings  if  we  did 
not  congratulate  the  state  and  the  country  upon  the 
peaceable  issue  of  this  vexed  question,  which  at  one 
time  was  pregnant  with  most  mischievous  conse- 
quences to  our  social  relations  and  the  political  cha- 
racter of  the  state.  For  no  question  has  occurred 
for  a long  time  past,  not  even  the  famous,  or  rather 
infamous,  proceedings  which  preceded  and  consum- 
mated the  bank  riots,  which  created  so  much  acerbity 
of  feeling  among  those  holding  opposite  opinions,  or 
caused  so  much  distrust  among  the  friends  of  our 
civil  institutions.  The  “ experiment ” was  a bold  but 
rash  one — and  now  that  the  causes  which  induced 
it  and  the  excitement  itproduced  have  ceased  to  ex- 
ist, we  think  those  who  were  its  honest  advocates, 
will  themselves  rejoice  that  their  eflorts  were  un- 
successful. As  they  cannot  be  ignorant  that  they 
would  have  established  a precedent  dangerous  to 
enlightened  republicanism,  and  enabled  dema- 
gogues hereafter  to  accomplish  the  most  nefarious 
private  purposes  under  the  plea  of  promoting  the 
public  good.  And  such  “revolutions”  once  begun, 
the  day  would  not  be  far  distant  when  constitutions 
would  be  as  readily  changed  as  the  officers  whose 
duty  it  is  to  enforce  their  provisions. 

In  free  states  the  law  of  force  is  not  the  instru- 
ment of  reform.  Its  theatre  is  in  those  countries 
where  tyranny  is  felt  in  its  efforts  to  degrade  the 
mind  and  oppress  the  body,  and  the  chains  of  the 
people  are  made  visible  by  the  light  that  breaks 
upon  them  from  the  nations  by  which  they  are  sur- 
rounded. In  such  there  is  no  hope  for  the  progres- 
sive power  of  intelligence.  But  in  this  country 
there  are  no  evils  that  the  public  intelligence  can- 
not overcome.  Its  prerogative  is  as  boundless  as 
our  limits,  and  its  power  is  progressively  increasing. 

It  is  gradually  sweeping  before  it  all  that  is  opposed 
to  its  influence,  and  would  soon  have  added  the  con- 
stitution of  Maryland  to  its  trophies,  without  an  ac- 
cessory. That  instrument  is  like  a leper,  whose 
plague  spots  were  daily  becoming  more  apparent  to 
the  people,  and  none  would  have  dared  to  have  resist- 
ed its  purification,  if  it  had  not  been  seized  by  the 
hand  of  violence.  That  act  changed  the  current  of 
the  public  feeling,  and  produced  a result  which  will 
be  hailed  as  another  triumph  of  the  principles  of 
free  government  and  our  love  for  constitutional  law 
by  the  friends  of  liberty  throughout  the  world. 


S.  Sellman,  esq.  another  of  the  recusants,  qualified 
some  time  since.  See  the  journal  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  college,  page  199. 

Presidential  election.  We  present  in  a 
subsequent  page  all  the  returns  of  interest  receiv- 
ed since  our  last.  Those  from  Vermont,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Delaware  and  Maryland  only,  are  official. 

The  electors  of  president  already  ascertained  to 
be  chosen,  are  the  following: 


States.  Whig 

Maine, 

Massachusetts,  14 

New  Hampshire, 

Vermont,  7 

Connecticut, 

Rhode  Island, 

New  York, 

New  Jersey,  8 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware,  3 

Maryland,  10 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 

Ohio, 

Indiana, 

Kentucky. 


Van  Burea. 

10 


8 

4 

42 


Necessary  for  a choice,  146. 


21 

9 

15 

87 


SO 


23 

15 
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The  following  are  the  name3  of  the  twenty-one 
electors  who  entered  the  electoral  college  and  qua- 
lified as  such  immediately  after  their  election,  and 
remained  in  session  until  a senate  was  elected. 


Maryland  legislature.  The  delegates  elect 
assembled  at  Annapolis  on  Monday  last,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  call  of  the  governor  in  his  proclama- 
tion, and  on  the  following  day  the  house  was  orga- 
nized by  the  election  of  B.  L.  Gantt,  esq.  of  Prince 
George’s,  as  speaker;  G.  G.  Brewer  as  chief  and 
Eli  Duvall  as  assistant  clerks;  Benj.  Seegar,  J.  C. 
Talbot,  R.  L.  Mackall,  W.  E.  Nicholson  and  R.  W. 
Carter,  as  committee  clerks;  G.  J.  Grammer  as  ser- 
geant at  arms;  and  John  Quynn  as  doorkeeper. 

The  members  of  the  new  senate  had  not  all  ar- 
rived at  Annapolis;  and  the  governor  will  delay  his 
message  until  it  is  organized.  Nothing  of  interest 
had  transpired  in  the  house. 

The  Georgia  campaign,  firigadier  general 
Wool  has  issued  a general  order,  dismissing  the 
Tennessee  volunteers,  for  the  present,  their  services 
being  no  longer  required  against  the  Creeks. — 
Having  engaged  to  serve  for  six  and  twelve  months, 
they  are  notified  that  they  must  hold  themselves  in 
readiness  for  another  summons,  if  necessary.  The 
officers  have  written  in  answer,  that  they  will  be 
ready. 

Foreign  news  There  has  been  an  arrival  at 
New  York  from  Liverpool,  by  which  the  editors  of 


(Carlist)  was  pushing  on  for  Leon,  followed  by 
gen.  Peon’s  first  division  and  the  Portuguese  aux- 
iliaries. 

All  quiet  at  Madrid,  and  a renewal  of  hope  and 
confidence.  Count  Latour  Mauberg,  the  French 
ambassador,  arrived  on  the  14th.  Nothing  import- 
ant from  Navarre,  or  the  frontier.  The  Carlists 
were  exerting  all  their  energies  to  procure  forage 
and  provisions. 

Switzerland.  The  extraordinary  diet,  convened 
for  deliberation  on  the  controversy  with  France, 
held  its  first  session  on  the  17th  of  October,  at 
Berne.  Nothing  was  done  save  the  appointment  of 
a committee  to  receive  the  instructions  given  bv 
the  several  cantons  to  their  deputies  in  the  diet,  and 
report  thereupon.  The  diet  adjourned,  to  meet 
again  when  the  committee  should  be  ready  to  re- 
port. A majority  of  the  committee  is  said  to  be  of 
the  radical  party,  and  disposed  to  be  very  “uppish” 
toward  France. 

Appointment  by  the  president.  William 
Frick,  to  be  collector  of  the  customs  for  the  district 
of  Baltimore,  vice  James  H.  McCulloch,  deceased 

[Globe. 

The  city  banks.  The  Express  of  this  morning 
contains  a severe  attack  upon  our  city  banks,  and 
capitalists  having  money  to  lend,  which  some  of  the 
merchants  have  requested  us  to  copy.  We  hardly 
know  what  to  say  upon  the  subject.  It  is  a very 
difficult  matter  for  us  to  believe  the  charges  prefer- 
red in  the  Express— certainly  to  any  thing  like  the 
extent  to  which  they  go.  If  they  are  true,  those 
concerned  deserve  the  severest  expression  of  the 
public  indignation.  If  untrue,  no  time  should  be 
lost  in  disabusing  the  public  mind,  and  vindicating 
the  character  of  the  banks.  We  copy  the  follow- 
ing as  a specimen  of  the  charges  to  which  we  refer. 
If  the  Manhattan  bank  has  aught  to  say  in  reply" 
our  columns  are  open.  [W.  Y.  Com. 

“Did  or  did  not  the  cashier  of  the  Manhattan 
bank,  demur  at  paying  a treasury  draft  for  $80,000 
in  favor  of  the  Fulton  bank,  after  the  same’was 
certified  by  his  teller;  and  until  he  was  threatened 
not  only  with  a protest  of  the  draft,  but  also  with  a 
protest  of  the  banJc?  And  was  or  was  not,  the  rea- 
son for  his  demurring,  that  he  had  loaned,  directly 
or  indirectly,  so  much  of  the  government  money  at 
2 or  3 per  cent,  per  month,  that  he  coiild  not  nay 
said  treasury  draft  without  exposing  himself  to  be 
called  on  for  more  specie  than  he  could  meet ? Let 
him  answer  all  and  singular." 

Specie  circular.  From  the ‘'Globe"  of  Mon- 
day—\\e  extract  the  following  from  the  last  United 
States  Gazette: 

End  of  the  humbug— The  St.  Louis  Republican 

IVQ*  “Wp  hnvp  ii  ml  p ref  fh*af  *»  In.. • , 


Solomon  Dickinson, 

Gaorge  Dudley, 

George  Vickers, 

William  W.  Lake, 

Thomas  H.  Hicks, 

James  P.  Gale, 

Win.  Williams, 

Sam’l  J.  K.  Handy, 

Thomas  A.  Spence, 

Henry  Franklin, 

Benedict  J.  Heard, 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  gentlemen 
who  refused  to  enter  the  college  and  qualify: 


G’orge  S.  Leigh, 
W.  D.  Merrick, 
Henry  Brawner, 
Thomas  G.  Pratt, 
George  W.  Duvall, 
James  Kent, 

J.  A.  D.  Dalrymple, 
Ephraim  Gaither, 
Andrew  Bruce, 
Richard  Beall. 


Charles  McGill, 
Casper  Quynn, 
Washington  Duvall, 
George  Ellicott, 
Thomas  Hope, 

John  Evans, 

Robert  T.  Keene, 


Robert  Waion, 

John  Fisher, 
Ephraim  Jell, 
Joshua  Yinsant, 
Samuel  Sitton, 
George  A.  Thomas, 
Sprigg  Farwood. 


Messrs.  Wesley  Linthicum,  Marty  Fountain,  J. 
B.  Thomas  and  Enoch  George  entered  the  college 
on  Saturday  last,  and  qualified  as  electors.  John 
Vol.  LI  Si®.  13 


the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser  have  receiv-  | says:  “We  have  understood  that  a treasury  circular 

_j  T —j .i  — J T r ’ has  been  issued  to  the  disbursing  officers  of  the  U 

States— in  the  west  at  least— directing  them  not  to 
draw  upon  the  deposiie  banlcs  for  gold  or  silver,  ex- 
cept in  cases  in  which  it  is  absolutely  necessary  ” 
The  public  will  be  pleased  again  to  take  notice 
that  the  whole  of  the  above  statement  is  another 
opposition  humbug,  as  we  learn  that  no  such  trea- 
sury circular  has  ever  been  issued.  [Globe 

The  public  will  please  “to  take  notice”  that  this 
affected  denial  by  the  official  is  a mere  evasion,  de- 
ceptive, if  not  intended  to  deceive.  It  is  a fact 
which  the  official  paper  may  deny  if  it  chooses,  but 
is  not  the  less  an  undeniable  fact,  that  a circular  has 
been  issued  to  disbursing  officers  of  the  United  States 
directing  them  as  above  stated.  The  equivocation 
consists  in  the  denial  that  a treasury  circular  has 
been  issued  to  this  effect.  The  circular  has  not 
been  issued  by  the  treasury,  but  by  the  heads  of  the 
official  bureaus,  to  whose  orders  the  disbursing  offi- 
cers are  subject.  The  substance  of  the  statement 
of  the  St.  Louis  paper  is,  beyoDd  doubt,  true. 

[iVaf.  Int. 


ed  London  papers  to  the  24th  and  Liverpool  to  the 
25th  of  October.  The  following  are  ihe  principal 
items  of  interest. 

Parliament  was  opened,  pro  forma,  on  the  20th 
of  October,  and  farther  prorogued  to  Thursday  the 
8th  of  December. 

The  prisoners  of  Ham  are  at  length  released. — 
Messrs.  Peyronnett  and  Cfiantelauze  first  applied 
to  the  king  for  remission  of  their  sentence,  which 
was  immediately  granted;  M.  de  Ranville  then  fol- 
lowed their  example,  with  the  like  result;  and 
prince  Polignac,  at  the  solicitation  of  his  lady  and 
the  British  minister,  has  had  his  doom  changed  to 
banishment  from  France,  under  the  full  weight  of 
his  condemnation  and  sentence  of  civil  death. 

Spain.  The  intelligence  from  Madrid  is  to  the 
15th  of  October.  The  most  important  item  is  an 
account  of  the  defeat  of  Gomez,  the  Carlist  chief, 
by  the  royal  forces  under  Alaix  and  Espinosa,  near 
Lucena,  on  the  13th.  Some  of  the  London  papers 
express  doubts,  but  the  report  is  strongly  confirmed 
by  the  fact  that  Gomez  had  sent  a flag  to  Alaix, 
with  offers  to  negociate,  of  which  there  is  no 
question.  General  Alaix  refused  to  hold  any  terms 
with  Gomez,  seized  the  bearer  of  the  flag,  and  sent 
him  a prisoner  to  Madrid.  The  report  was  that 
the  Carlists  lost  2,000  killed  and  prisoners  in  the 
engagement. 

Espinosa  had  entered  Cordova,  where  Gomez  ap- 
pears to  have  made  but  a very  short  stay.  Sanz 


Dreadful  explosion.  The  powder  mill  at  Ac- 
ton, owned  by  Messrs.  Stanley,  Reed  & Co  Bos- 
ton, and  containing  2,500  kegs  of  powder,  ble  w up 
says  the  Lowell  Courier,  on  Wednesday,  at  9 A 
M.  The  bodies  of  four  of  the  workmen,  who  were 
killed,  were  found  horribly  mangled.  The  mills 
had  been  in  operation  but  a few  weeks. 
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Extensive  bank  robbery.  We  learn  from 
the  N.  Y.  Commercial  Advertiser  that  the  vaults 
of  the  Oneida  bank  at  Utica,  N.  Y.  were  entered 
on  Sunday  night  last,  and  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty  thousand  six  hundred  dollars  extracted 
therefrom,  besides  about  six  thousand  dollars  in 
notes  and  checks.  The  money  stolen  consisted  of 
notes  on  the  banks  of  Rome,  Albany  and  New  Y ork, 
and  the  other  safety  fund  banks  in  this  state,  with 
about  $6,000  on  banks  in  the  eastern  states. 

In  order  to  effect  the  robbery,  six  locks  had  to  be 
unbolted,  five  of  which  were  effected  by  keys  and 
the  other  broken  open. 

The  directors  offer  a reward  of  $6,000,  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  money  and  the  arrest  and  conviction 
of  the  thief;  or  $2,000  for  the  arrest  and  conviction 
of  the  thief  alone. 

The  above  is  the  bank  (chartered  last  winter) 
about  which  so  much  has  been  said  in  relation  to 
the  unfair  distribution  of  the  stock. 

The  president’s  health.  The  Globe  of 
Tuesday  last  says — Two  nights  ago  the  president 
was  taken  with  a cough,  which  was  succeeded  by 
a considerable  bleeding  from  the  lungs.  He  had 
suffered  for  some  time  previously  with  severe  pain 
in  his  side.  He  was  relieved  from  both  unpleasant 
symptoms,  in  some  degree  by  the  lancet.  Night 
before  last  the  hemorrhage  from  the  lungs  recurred, 
and  was  again  stopped  by  the  same  process  and 
other  applications.  He  is  now  extremely  weak, 
from  the  effect  of  the  disorder  and  remedies,  but  is 
better,  and  considered  by  his  physicians  in  no  im- 
mediate danger.  Many  years  ago  he  was  affected 
in  the  same  way,  and  recovered  without  serious  in- 
jury, or  even  a long  depression  of  his  health. 

On  the  following  day  the  symptoms  of  the  pre- 
sident’s disease  were  such  as  to  indicate  a speedy 
recovery,  the  effusion  of  blood  having  ceased — and 
the  Globe  of  Thursday  states  that  his  health  con- 
tinues to  improve. 

Distressing  shipwreck  and  loss  of  life. — 
The  ship  Bristol,  Allen,  master,  from  Liverpool 
bound  for  New  York,  was  lost  on  Far  Rockaway 
beach,  about  five  miles  from  the  latter  city,  on  Sun- 
day morning  last,  and  two  seamen,  three  cabin  and 
about  sixty  steerage  passengers  perished.  The  ship 
was  off  Sandy  Hook,  at  9 P.  M.  on  Saturday  night, 
with  her  lanterns  out  as  signal  for  a pilot,  at  which 
time  the  gale  had  just  commenced.  No  pilots, 
however,  were  out,  and  the  ship  had  to  stand  off; 
at  a quarter  before  4 A.  M.  on  Sunday  morning,  the 
ship  struck  on  Far  Rockaway,  and  distressing  to 
relate,  at  day  light,  although  within  half  a mile  of 
the  shore,  no  relief  could  be  afforded  to  the  distress- 
ed passengers  and  crew,  who  were  clinging  to  the 
shrouds.  All  day  they  remained  in  this  situation, 
the  surf  beingso  high  that  none  could  approach  her. 
At  about  11  o’clock,  P.  M.the  sea  abated  and  boats 
went  to  her  relief,  and  succeeded  in  taking  off  the 
caotain,  a portion  of  the  crew,  and  some  of  the 
cabin  and  steerage  passengers.  The  remainder  of 
the  passengers  and  crew  had  perished  before  as- 
sistance arrived. 

In  connection  with  this  loss  of  life,  the  N.  York. 
1 merican  calls  public  attention  to  the  fact,  that  it 
w \s  occasioned  by  the  negligence  of  the  pilots,  who, 
cn  account  of  the  monopoly  they  now  enjoy,  are  not 
a.ti  dive  to  the  performance  of  their  duties.  Here 
was,  says  the  American,  a ship  within  five  miles  of 
her  pert,  and  making  every  exertion  to  procure  a 
puot,  and  yet  no  pilot  was  to  be  had,  and  the  gale 
coming  on,  caught  her  so  much  in  shore  that  it  was 
impossible  to  claw  off— and  the  result  was,  her  de- 
struction, and  that  of  many  human  lives. 

Mexico  and  Cuba.  A correspondent  of  the  N. 
Y.  Courier  and  Enquirer,  writing  from  N.  Orleans, 
says  that  on  board  the  last  British  packet  that  put 
in  at  Havana  on  her  way  to  Vera  Cruz,  were  two 
Mexican  commissioners,  sent  to  negotiate  with  go- 
vernor Tacon  for  a renewal  of  friendly  relations  be- 
tween Mexico  and  Cuba;  that  governor  Tacon  at 
first  refused  them  an  interview,  but  they  subse- 
quently obtained  permission  to  land,  and  were  re- 
ceived by  the  governor;  that  the  interview  lasted 
only  half  an  hour,  and  that  the  commissioners  then 
went  on  board  the  packet  again,  and  sailed  for  Eng- 
land, whence  they  will  go  to  Spain.  The  rumor 
was,  that  they  solicited  leave  to  enlist  three  hun- 
dred sailors  for  the  Mexican  navy,  bu*  that  gover- 
nor Tacon  referred  them  peremptorily  to  the  go- 
vernment of  Spain. 

The  same  letter  states  that  governor  Tacon  has 
sent  home  (to  Spain)  his  resignation;  and  that  the 
creoles  and  free  blacks  of  the  Islands  are  preparing 
for  a revolution,  which  may  cause  a rising  of  the 
slaves,  and  much  bloodshed. 


The  United  States  and  Mexico.  .From  j 
the  New  Orleans  Bulletin,  Nov.  7.  The  departure 
of  Mr.  Gorostiza  from  Washington  is  ominous  we 
fear  of  a rupture  in  the  friendly  relations  heretofore 
subsisting  between  this  country  and  Mexico,  than 
which  nothing  could  be  more  injurious  to  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  union,  and  of  New  Orleans 
in  particular.  The  position  of  general  Gaines  is 
assigned  as  the  cause  of  the  general  dissatisfaction. 

The  extensive  and  valuable  trade  hitherto  carried 
on  between  this  country  and  the  Mexican  provinces 
has  already  been  much  interrupted  by  the  distur- 
bances in  Texas,  and  the  breaking  out  of  a war 
would  not  only  suspend  this  trade  at  once,  but  cre- 
ate for  us  a rival  elsewhere,  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible afterwards  to  overthrow.  Havana  is  already 
securing  much  of  the  trade  formerly  belonging  to 
this  city,  and  in  the  event  of  war  England  would 
use  all  possible  exertions  to  cut  us  off  entirely. — 
She  has  now  control  in  a great  measure  of  the  mo- 
neyed concerns  of  that  country  and  has  long  been 
desirous  to  engross  the  whole  of  their  commerce. 
Nothing  but  the  good  understanding  which  former- 
ly existed  between  Mexico  and  the  United  States, 
has  prevented  the  accomplishment  of  their  wishes, 
and  they  will  hail  with  pleasure  the  present  indica- 
tions of  a misunderstanding  as  affording  them  the 
opportunity  so  long  desired. 

What  can  we  gain  by  a war  with  Mexico?  We 
could  not  invade  the  country  or  possess  ourselves 
of  any  portion  of  her  territory.  She  has  no  com- 
merce that  we  could  cripple  or  spoil,  and  no  navy 
that  we  could  seize  upon.  The  result  could  only 
be  a system  of  non-intercourse,  and  who  would  be 
the  losers  by  this?  England  would  supply  her  in 
her  own  ports  with  all  she  comes  now  to  buy  of  us, 
and  the  extensive  manufactories  of  our  country, 
which  now  find  a market  there  would  be  shut  up 
for  want  of  employment.  Many  of  the  most  ex- 
tensive commercial  houses  in  all  our  large  cities 
would  also  be  ruined  because  of  the  great  import- 
ance to  their  trade  with  Mexican  dealers.  Serious 
consequences  might  likewise  result  in  the  moneyed 
arrangements  of  the  union  by  the  suspension  of  the 
continual  influx  of  specie  now  coming  from  Mexi- 
co. 

The  exports  of  coarse  cotton  goods  and  of  provi- 
sions alone,  to  Mexico,  in  the  year  1835,  amounted 
to  near  one  million  of  dollars,  besides  the  great 
value  of  other  domestic  exports,  while  the  profits 
resulting  from  the  sale  of  our  imports  to  Mexican 
purchasers  are  immense. 

New  Orleans  has  enjoyed  much  of  this  latter 
trade  and  the  loss  of  a pci  tion  of  it  during  the  last 
year  has  been  severely  felt  by  numbers  of  our  mer- 
chants; but  the  consequences  of  a war  would  prove 
absolutely  ruinous  to  many  of  them. 

If  there  be  no  real  necessity  for  the  continuance 
of  general  Gaines  across  the  Sabine,  he  should  be 
immediately  ordered,  with  all  his  forces,  back  into 
our  own  territory,  and  a suitable  explanation  offered 
to  the  Mexican  representative.  The  invasion  of  the 
limits  of  any  nation,  without  urgent  necessity,  is 
certainly  a just  cause  of  offence,  and  whatever  may 
be  the  justice  of  the  pretensions,  lately  set  up  for 
the  territory  in  which  general  Gaines  has  taken  po- 
sition, we  have  hitherto  acknowledged  the  authori- 
ty of  Mexico  over  it,  and  until  the  question  was 
definitely  settled,  it  is  due  to  her  dignity  as  a na- 
tion, to  abstain  from  the  occupation  of  the  disputed 
ground. 

We  sincerely  hope  that  the  cabinet  at  Washing- 
ton will  devise  means  for  the  settlement  of  the  dif- 
ficulty, if  one  there  be,  without  permitting  the  dis- 
advantage of  a war  to  befal  us. 

Reform.  An  adaptation  of  institutions  to  cir- 
cumstances and  knowledge,  or  a restoration  to  the 
original  purposes,  for  which  they  have  been  per- 
verted, demanded  as  a right  by  those  who  are  sut- 
fering  wrongs,  and  only  denied  and  abused  by  those 
who  have  been  fattening  upon  abuse.  The  real 
conservatives  are  the  reformers,  the  real  revolution- 
ists are  the  corruptionists,  who.  by  opposing  quiet, 
will  compel  violent  change.  When  the  ultras,  and 
men  of  this  class,  whose  long  misrule,  and  denial  of 
justice,  have  inflamed  the  public  mind,  charge  the 
reformers  with  having  thrown  the  whole  country 
into  a blaze,  thus  accusing  the  extinguisher  of  being 
the  firebrand,  one  is  reminded  of  the  incendiary, 
who,  in  order  to  avoid  detection,  turned  round  and 
collared  the  foreman  of  the  engines,  exclaiming, 
“Ha,  fellow!  have  I caught  you?  This  is  the  rascal 
who  is  first  and  foremost  at  every  fire — seize  him, 
seize  him!”  There  is  no  reform  bill  in  Turkey — 
no  factious  opposition — no  free  press — no  two-pen- 
ny trash — yet,  in  no  country  are  revolutions  so  fre- 
quent. 

Reform,  however,  to  be  useful  and  durable,  must 
be  gradual  and  cautious.  To  those  radical  gentry 
of  the  movement  party,  who  would  always  be  at 


work,  without  calculating  the  mischief  or  the  cost 
of  their  vaunted  improvements,  I recommend  the 
consideration  of  the  following  anecdote: — The  cele- 
brated orator  Henley  advertised,  that,  in  a single 
lecture,  he  would  teach  any  artisan,  of  ordinary 
skill,  how  to  make  six  pair  of  good  shoes  in  one 
day; — nay,  six-and-twenty  pair, provided  there  was 
a sufficiency  of  materials.  The  sons  of  Crispin 
flocked  in  crowds,  willingly  paying  a shilling  at  the 
door,  to  be  initiated  in  such  a lucrative  art,  when 
they  beheld  the  orator  seated  at  a table,  on  which 
were  placed  six  pair  of  new  boots.  Gentlemen!” 
he  exclaimed,  “nothing  is  so  simple  and  easy  as  the 
art  which  I have  undertaken  to  teach  you.  Here 
are  a new  pair  of  boots — here  are  a large  pair  of 
scissors;  behold!  I cutoff’  the  legs  of  the  boots,  and 
you  have  a new  pair  of  shoes,  without  the  smallest 
trouble;  and  thus  may  they  be  multiplied,  ad  infini- 
tum, supposing  always  that  you  have  a sufficiency 
of  materials.”  [ Tin  Trumpet. 

Upper  Canada.  The  legislature  of  this  pro- 
vince commenced  its,session  on  Tuesday  the  8th 
instant;  and  on  Wednesday  the  governor,  sir  Fran- 
cis Head,  addressed  the  two  houses  in  a cautiously 
worded  speech,  for  which  we  have  not  room,  but 
the  principal  topics  of  which  were  as  follows. 

The  long  disputed  question  of  the  clergy  reserves. 
The  crowded  state  of  the  jails,  and  the  propriety 
of  some  increase  in  the  number  of  judges,  to  the 
end  that  criminal  justice  may  be  administered  more 
speedily. 

The  necessity  of  establishing  an  asylum  for  lu- 
natics. 

The  advantages  of  constructing  a great  western 
rail  road. 

The  propriety  of  causing  a survey  and  estimate 
to  be  made,  preliminary  to  the  undertaking  of  a 
connection  between  Lake  Huron  and  the  Atlantic, 
by  the  waters  of  the  Ottawa. 

The  state  of  the  roads  throughout  the  province. 
The  appropriation,  in  part,  of  the  military  re- 
serves, to  public  use,  for  the  encouragement  of  emi- 
gration. 

And  the  relief  of  the  provincial  government  from 
the  embarrassments  caused  by  the  withholding  of 
the  supplies, 

Sir  Francis  concludes  his  speech  by  an  emphatic 
assurance  of  his  determination,  come  what  may,  to 
preserve  the  constitution  of  the  province  inviolate. 

[AT.  Y.  Com. 

Cochran’s  rifle.  This  rifle  has  been  tried  in 
Washington  under  the  supervision  of  capt.  Ramsey 
and  lieut.  Scott.  A correspondent  of  the  “Intelli- 
gencer” who  has  seen  the  report  of  those  gentle- 
men, says  it  was  fired  1,008  times,  and  was" in  the 
same  order  at  the  termination  as  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  firing.  In  order  to  test  the  influence 
of  rain  and  wet  from  other  causes,  water  was  put 
into  the  chambers,  and  left  there  for  an.  hour  and 
ten  minutes;  the  rifle  was  then  discharged,  and 
with  the  same  ease  and  effect  as  previously.  The 
cylinder  in  this  rifle  thus  contained  nine  chambers; 
and  in  a comparative  trial  instituted  betwee  i it  ami 
Hall’s  carbine,  both  pieces  having  been  loaded,  tl.c 
whole  nine  discharges  were  made  from  the  rifle  be- 
fore a second  could  be  made  from  the  carbine. 

During  the  whole  trial  not  a single  cap  missed 
fire;  and  at  the  distance  of  151)  yard,  with  10  grains 
of  powder,  the  ball  perforated  an  inch  pine  board, 
and  was  flattened  against  a brick  wall  behind  it. 

Some  apprehension  was  entertained  that,  from 
the  contiguity  of  the  charges,  accidental  ignition 
might  be  produced.  To  prove  the  entire  freedom 
of  his  rifle  from  this  danger,  Mr.  Cochran  placed 
loose  powder  in  the  chambers,  over  the  balls,  and 
around  the  caps,  and,  so  circumstanced,  it  was  dis- 
charged as  safely  as  before. 

Interesting  phenomenon.  Lauriat  has  as- 
cended into  the  upper  regions  now  about  twenty 
times.  He  has  often  been  from  four  to  five  miles 
high,  and  has  passed  through  clouds  and  all  condi- 
tions of  the  atmosphere.  It  is  impossible  that  ob- 
servations of  different  kinds,  with  different  instru- 
ments, at  such  a height  above  the  earth’s  surfi.ee, 
should  not  result  in  some  discoveries  highly  inter- 
esting to  science;  and  the  following  we  deem  wor- 
thy of  the  examination  of  all  interested  in  tracing 
the  various  phenomenas  connected  with  this  earth. 
In  Mr.  Lauriat’s  last  ascension  from  New  York,  he 
ascended  aiiout  five  miles,  and  proceeded  over  a 
hundred  mills . He  passed  through  clouds  of  sleet 
which  covertd  his  balloon  with  icy  particles — but 
what  was  more  interesting,  he  discovered  that  when 
he  was  at  his  greatest  altitude,  the  needle  of  a com- 
pass which  he  had  with  him  did  not  have  the  least 
tendency  to  exhibit  polar  attraction:  but  wavered 
about  at  all  points  of  the  compass.  This  eircum 
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stance  is  worthy  of  investigation,  and  should  be 
made  the  precursor  of  examinations  of  the  like 
lcind,  which  may,  by  various  experiments,  result  in 
arriving  at  some  probable  estimate  of  the  causes  of 
polar  attraction,  respecting  which  there  is  now 
only  unconfirmed  conjecture.  It  is  true  that  the 
first  impression  conveyed  is  that  the  needle  is 
above  the  influence  of  attraction — but  it  will  enable 
■ns  to  decide  whether  the  cause  of  the  wonderful 
powers  of  the  magnetic  needle  be  resident  in  the 
equator  or  the  poles.  We  should  be  happy  to  re- 
ceive some  disquisitions  upon  the  subject. 

[Boston  Herald. 

Senator  from  Georgia.  Albert  Cuthbert 
has  been  re-elected  a senator  from  Georgia  in  the 
United  States.  On  the  first  ballot  Cuthbert  107, 
J.  W.  Campbell  107,  Jacob  Wood  35,  scattering  4. 
On  the  second,  Cuthbert  12S,  Campbell  103,  Jacob 
Wood  16,  scattering  5. 

South  Carolina.  Our  statement  of  the  result 
cf  the  congressional  election  in  this  state,  copied 
from  one  of  the  newspapers,  was,  in  some  particu- 
lars, incorrect.  R.  B.  Smith  was  elected  in  the 
place  of  W.  J.  Grayson,  John  P.  Richardson  in  the 
place  of  It.  J.  Manning  and  John  Campbell  in  the 
place  of  It.  B.  Campbell. 

The  late  James  H.  McCulloch.  The  offi- 
cers of  the  customs  of  the  port  of  Baltimore  have 
resolved  to  wear  crape  upon  the  left  arm  for  the 
space  of  thirty  days,  as  a mark  of  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  late  venerable  collector. 

Mortality  in  New  York.  The  Baltimore 
Commercial  Transcript  has  published  the  following 
abstract  of  an  article  on  this  subject  in  the  last  num- 
ber of  tile  American  Journal  of  the  medical  sciences. 

In  New  York  during  the  period  of  sixteen  years, 
ending  with  1835,  the  average  mortality  of  the  city 
was  4~936 — of  which  about  900  were  imputed  to 
consumption,  the  most  fatal  disease.  The  greatest 
numberof  deaths  in  any  one  year,  occurred  in  1832, 
when  3,606  fell  victims  to  the  cholera.  Fevers,  so 
often  the  bane  of  other  cities,  appear  to  be  seldom 
extensively  prevalent,  as  only  1 death  in  600  occurs 
annually.  Only  five  deaths  from  hydrophobia  are 
reported  during  the  whole  sixteen  years;  hence  it 
appears  that  the  alarm  about  mad  dogs  may  be  re- 
garded as  groundless.  Not  so,  however,  the  notion 
that  spirituous  liquors  produce  evil  consequences; 
for  though  the  number  of  deaths  from  excessive 
drinking  is  not  comparatively  large,  intemperance 
is  stated  to  be  the  most  efficient  cause  of  numerous 
diseases. 

If  so,  Baltimore  may  fairly  congratulate  herself 
on  her  comparative  superiority — her  average  annual 
mortality  being  only  1 in  48,  whereas  in  New  York 
it  is  1 in  40. 

Indians  in  Arkansas.  The  governor  of  Ar- 
kansas has  issued  a proclamation,  ordering  all  the 
Indians  within  that  state,  who  have  not  a fixed 
place  of  abode,  to  depart  forthwith,  and  calling  upoi 
the  militia  of  the  state  to  give  their  aid  to  carryirg 
it  into  effect. 


true  courage  in  suffering  with  constancy  the  pains  of 
the  soul,  as  to  stand  unmoved  under  a battery  of  ar- 
tillery— that  to  abandon  oneself  to  chagrin  without 
resisting,  or  to  kill  oneself  to  escape  from  it,  is  to 
abandon  the  field  of  battle  before  having  conquered. 

(Signed)  Bonaparte  and  Bessieres.” 

Imports  into  Nf.w  York.  Value  of  imports 
into  the  port  of  New  York  from  1st  January  to  30th 
June,  1336. 

1st  quarter  . . . $26,756,312 

2d  do.  . . 37,937,582 


1835. 

1st  quarter 
2d  do. 


$64,693,894 

$16,404,141 

22,453,541 

$38,857,682 


New  York  elections.  The  New  York  Jour- 
nal of  Commerce  contains  the  following  statement 
of  the  votes  for  governor  of  New  York  from  1789 
to  1834,  which  is  copied  from  “Williams’  Annual 
Register.” 


Year.  Candidates. 

1789  George  Clinton,  . 

Robert  Yates, 

1792  George  Clinton,  . 

John  Jay, 

1795  John  Jay,  .... 
Robert  Yates, 

1798  John  Jay,  .... 

Robert  R.  Livingston, 

1801  George  Clinton,  . 

Stephen  Van  Rensselaer, 

1804  Morgan  Lewis, 

Aaron  Burr, 

1S07  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  . 

Morgan  Lewis, 

1810  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  . 

Jonas  Platt, 

1813  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  . 
Stephen  Van  Rensseler,  . 

1816  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  . 

Rufus  King, 

1817  De  Witt  Clinton, 

Peter  B.  Porter, 

1820  De  Witt  Clinton, 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins, 

new  constitution 
1822  Joseph  C.  Yates, 

Solomon  Southwick, 

1824  De  Witt  Clinton, 

Samuel  Young, 

1826  De  Witt  Clinton, 

William  B.  Rochester,  . 

1828  Martin  Van  Buren, 

Smith  Thompson,  . 

Solomon  Southwick,  . 

1830  Enos  T.  Throop,  . 

Francis  Granger, 

Ezekiel  Williams, 

1832  William  L.  Marcy, 

Francis  Granger,  . 

1834  William  L.  Marcy, 

William  H.  Seward, 


Votes. 

6,391 

5,962 

8,440 

*8,332 

13,481 

11,892 

16,012 

13,632 

24,808 

20,843 

30,829 

22,139 

35,074 

30.989 
43,094 
36,484 
43,324 
39,718 
45,412 
38,647 
43,310 

1,479 

47,447 

45.990 


12S.493 
2,910 
103,454 
. 87,093 

99,785 
. 96,135 

136,794 
. 106,444 
33,345 
. 128,842 
120,361 
2,332 
166,410 
. 156,672 
181,905 
. 168,969 


Great  riot  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  The  fol- 
lowing is  an  extract  from  a letter,  dated  Cleveland, 
Nov.  9,  1836. 

We  have  had  a dreadful  riot.  The  Brooklyn 
people  undertook  to  destroy  the  upper  bridge, here, 
because  the  Cleveland  people  would  not  let  them 
build  one  where  the  float-bridge  was,  and  they 
commenced  tearing  the  bridge  down.  The  Geve- 
land  people  fired  three  guns  upon  them,  and  they 
fired  back.  Ten  killed  on  the  spot,  and  twenty- 
three  wounded;  many  of  them  mortally. 

Your3,  he.  H.  Van  PF.Lr. 

Suicije.  The  frequency  of  suicides  within  a 
few  months  past,  may  not  render  it  irrelevant  to 
publish  the  following  admirable  order  of  Napohon, 
written  while  he  was  first  consul,  and  in  which  nay 
be  perused  the  solution  of  his  conduct  after  thebat- 
tle  cf  Waterloo. 

The  number  of  suicides  committed  in  Pars,  in 
the  course  of  September  was  66.  Forty-four  had 
been  committed  in  private  houses,  and  the  lodies 
of  the  remaing  22  victims  to  this  deplorable  nania 
had  been  found  and  deposited  at  the  Morgue 

“ Order  of  the  day,  St.  Cloud.  22 d Flcreal, 
10/A.  year  of  the  republc. 

“The  grenadier  Grobliri  has  committed  suicide 
for  a love  affair.  He  was  in  other  respects  a good 
soldier.  This  is  the  second  event  of  the  kiid  which 
has  happened  to  the  corps  within  a mon.h.  The 
first  consul  publishes  the  following  ortfer  to  the 
guard: — That  a soldier  ought  to  know  h«w  to  con- 
quer grief  and  melancholy — that  there  s as  much 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 

All  the  towns  had  been  heard  from  except  twen- 
ty. Mr.  Everett’s  majority  over  the  Van  Buren 
candidate  for  governor,  Mr.  Morton,  was  6,303. — 
The  vote  for  electors,  it  is  said,  will  present  a much 
larger  majority  for  the  whigs. 


bers  of  congress  from  this  state. 
Mr.  Van  Buren  are  in  italic. 


The  friends  of 


Richard  Fletcher, 
Stephen  C Phillips, 
Caleb  Cushing, 

Levi  Lincoln, 
George  Grennell, 
George  N.  Briggs, 


William  R.  Calhoun, 
John  Q.  Adams, 

John  Reed, 

William  S.  Hastings, 
William  Parmentier, 
Nathaniel  B.  Borden. 
vesmont. 

An  abstract  of  the  election  in  this  state,  from  of- 
ficial returns,  gives  the  Harrison  ticket  20,994  and 
the  Van  Buren  ticket  14,037  votes.  Harrison  ma- 
jority 6,957. 

NEW  YORK. 

The  Albany  Argus  gives  returns  from  all  the 
counties  in  the  state  except  Franklin,  and  makes 
the  Van  Buren  majority  26,753.  Delaware  county, 
where  the  Argus  claims  only  1,800,  has  given  a 
a majority  of  over  2,000. 

The  congressional  delegation  stands  30  Van  Bu- 
ren and  10  whigs;  being  a whig  gain  of  one  mem- 
ber. 

‘Excluding  the  votes  of  Clinton,  Otsego  and  Tio- 
ga counties,  which  were  rejected. 


The  majority  for  Mr.  Gulick,  the  whig  candidate 
for  register  in  the  city  of  New  York,  is  3,776.  The 
office  is  worth  from  10  to  $15,000  per  year. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

The  Paterson  Intelligencer  states  the  majority  of 
the  Harrison  ticket  to  be  677—The  returns  are  not 
all  official. 

In  addition  to  the  electors  of  president,  New 
Jersey  chose  members  of  congress  last  week,  by 
general  ticket,  and  the  following  gentlemen  ’ all 
whigs,  are  elected — 

John  Aycrigg,  John  B.  Maxwell, 

William  Halsteid,  Joseph  T.  Randolph, 

Charles  C.  Stratton,  Thomas  Jones  York. 

William  Chetwood  (whig)  is  elected  to  the  pre- 
sent congress,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by 
the  resignation  of  Philemon  Dickerson,  (Van  Bu- 
ren) now  governor  of  the  state.  There  is  there- 
fore a whig  gain  of  one  member  in  the  present  con- 
gress, and  six  in  the  next  congress. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

1832.  1836. 


t A 


Counties. 

Jackson. 

Wirt. 

H unison.  V.  B. 

Adams 

1,071 

1,362 

1,520 

1,186 

Alleghany 

3,321 

2,985 

3,623 

3,074 

Armstrong 

1,437 

429 

1,014 

1,528 

Beaver 

1,360 

1,388 

2,077 

1,075 

Bedford 

1,070 

648 

1,920 

1,587 

Berks 

4,472 

1,150 

1,584 

4,967 

Bradlord 

1,593 

1,221 

1,521 

1,463 

Bucks 

2,680 

3,011 

3,289 

3,081 

Butler 

1,076 

614 

1,166 

1,008 

Cambria 

444 

94 

554 

450 

Centre 

1,931 

725 

924 

1,809 

Clearfield 

520 

207 

284 

499 

Chester 

2,732 

4,286 

3,921 

3,277 

Columbia 

1,658 

404 

544 

1,560 

Crawford 

1,470 

1,130 

1,232 

1,614 

Cumberland 

2,150 

1,337 

1,696 

1,904 

Dauphin 

1,395 

1,348 

1,993 

1,372 

Delaware 

955 

1,423 

1,224 

1,030 

Erie 

1,049 

1,494 

2,134 

1,312 

Fayette 

2,647 

1,176 

1,669 

2,016 

Franklin 

1,079 

2,176 

2,575 

2,155 

Greene 

1,443 

308 

915 

1,138 

Huntingdon 

1,510 

1,441 

2,628 

1,340 

Indiana 

654 

583 

1,169 

692 

Jefferson 

175 

105 

229 

244 

Juniata 

579 

268 

596 

627 

Lancaster 

1,061 

5,140 

6,250 

4,144 

Lebanon 

1,094 

882 

1,487 

1,168 

Lehigh 

1,544 

933 

1,784 

1,987 

Luzerne 

1,510 

669 

938 

1,705 

Lycoming 

1,745 

1,325 

1,415 

2,008 

Mercer 

1,366 

1,214 

1,991 

1,253 

Mifflin 

784 

451 

748 

917 

Monroe 

166 

796 

Montgomery 

8,J15 

2,507 

2,409 

3,446 

Northampton 

2,786 

1,092 

1,426 

2,378 

Northumberlanl 

1,464 

451 

712 

1,421 

Perry 

1,021 

346 

473 

1,107 

Philadelphia  city 

3,267 

5,476 

5,746 

3,028 

Philadelphia  cointy  6,760 

6,433 

6,475 

7,965 

Pike 

506 

43 

50 

358 

Potter  and  Mclean  258 

131 

135 

312 

Schuylkill 

1,270 

482 

687 

1,380 

Somerset 

778 

814 

1,905 

511 

Susquehannah 

1,082 

868 

856 

1,145 

Tioga 

1,035 

197 

400 

1,027 

Union 

1,059 

864 

1,328 

1,143 

Venango 

1,117 

294 

600 

967 

Warren 

490 

194 

254 

498 

Washington 

3,125 

1,888 

2,805 

2,445 

Wayne 

633 

357 

340 

724 

Westmoreland 

3,419 

861 

1,725 

2,873 

York 

3,152 

1,452 

2,005 

2,756 

90,983  66,716 

87,111 

91,475 

66,716 

87,111 

Majority 

24,767 

4,364 

The  tollowing  ii  a list  of  the  delegates  to  the  con- 
vention. The  Vai  Buren  members  are  distinguish- 
ed by  italics. 


Senatorial  delegates. 

City  of  Philadriphia — John  Sergeant,  Charles 
Chauncey. 

County  of  Philadelphia — George  W.  Riter,  C.  J. 
Ingersoll. 

Chester,  Delaware  and  Montgomery — Thomas  S. 
Bell,  David  Lyons  and  Henry  Sheetz. 

Bucks — E.  T.  McDowell. 

Berks — John  Ritter. 

Lancaster  and  York — William  Heister,  C.  A. 
Barnitz,  James  i prter. 

Dauphin  and  Lebanon — Jacob  B.  Weidman. 
Perry,  Mifflin,  Juniata,  Union  and  Huntingdon— 
James  Merrill,  Wm.  P.  Maclay. 

Columbia  and  Schuylkill—  Geo.  Smith. 
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Lehigh  and  Northampton—  William,  Broun. 
Luzerne,  Monroe,  Wayne  and  Pike — George  W. 
Woodward. 

Lycoming,  Centre  and  Northumberland — Robert 
Fleming. 

Bradford  and  Susquehannah — Mmon  II.  Read. 
Franklin,  Cumberland  and  Adams — James  Dun- 
lop, Levi  Merkel. 

■ Bedford  and  Somerset — James  M.  Russell. 
Westmoreland — John  Y.  Birclay. 

Washington — Joshua  Dickerscn. 

Fayette  and  Green — John  Fuller. 

Alleghany  and  Butler — Haimar  Denny,  William 
Ayres. 

Beaver  and  Mercer — John  Clarke. 

Crawford  and  Erie — Daniel  Seagcr. 

Jefferson,  McKean,  Potter,  Tioga,  Warren  and 
Venango — Orlo  J.  Hamlin. 

Indiana,  Armstrong,  Cambria  and  Clearfield 
James  Clark. 

Representative  delegate ;. 

Adams — James  McSherry,  Thaddeus  Stevens. 
Alleghany — Mathew  Henderson,  Andrew  Bayne, 
Walter  Forward,  Henry  G.  Rogers. 

Armstrong — William  Car'll. 

Bedford — Andrew  J.  Cline,  Jacol)  Barndollar. 
Berks — George  M.  Keim,  James  Donagan,  Wil- 
liam High,  Mirk  Darrah. 

Beaver — John  Dickey,  Daniel  Agnew. 

Bradford — Nathaniel  Clapp. 

Bucks — John  Houpt,  Samuel  Carey,  Phineas 
Jenks. 

Butler — Samuel  A.  Purvianes. 

Centre — William  Smyth. 

Chester— William  Darlington,  M.  J.  Thomas, 
Matthias  Pennypacker,  John  Chandler. 

Columbia — Ezra  S.  Hayhurst. 

Crawford — David  M.  Farrelly,  George  Shilletto. 
Cumberland — Richard  M.  Crain,  David  Nevin. 
Delaware — George  Serrill. 

Dauphin — William  Henderson,  William  Clark. 
Erie — James  Pollock,  Thomis  H.  Sill. 

Fayette — Wm.  L.  Miller,  Dcvid  Gilmore. 
Franklin — George  Chambers;  Jos.  Snively. 

Green — Samuel  Cleavenger. 

Huntingdon — Samuel  Royer,  C.  Crum. 

Indiana — James  Todd. 

Jefferson,  Warren  and  Me  Kan — Thomas  Hast- 
ings. . 

Lancaster — Jeremiah  Browr,  Lindley  Coates,  R. 

E.  Cochrane,  J.  Konigmache,  H.  G.  Long,  E.  C. 
Reigart. 

Lebanon — George  Seltzer. 

Lehigh — Jacob  Dillinger,  Jo;eph  Fry,jr. 

Luzerne — William  Sweetlara,  Andrew  Bedford. 
Lycoming  and  Clearfield — John  A.  Gamble,  Tho- 
mas Taggart. 

Mercer — Thomas  S.  Cunningham,  James  Mont- 
gomery. 

Montgomery — John  B.  Sterigerc,Jocl  K.  Mann, 
Tobias  Sellers. 

Northumberland — William  Gearhart. 
Northampton  and  Monroe — Janes  M.  Porter, 
Wm.  Overfield,  James  Kennedy. 

Perry — Alexander  Magee. 

Philadelphia  city — Thomas  P.  Cme,  W.  M.  Me- 
redith, John  M.  Scott,  James  C.  Bildle,  Joseph  R. 
Chandler,  M.  W.  Baldwin,  Joseph  lopkinson. 

Philadelphia  county — A.  Heifers  tine,  Charles 
Brown,  Joseph  M.  Doran,  Thomas  Weaver,  J.  J. 
McCahan,  John  F'oulkrod,  Pierce  Buler,  Benj.  Mar- 
tin, Thomas  Earle. 

Somerset  and  Cambria — Robert  Young,  Joshua 

F.  Cox. 

Schuylkill — Jacob  Krebs, 

Susquehannah — Jabez  Hyde. 

Tioga  and  Potter — Robert  G.  Vhite. 

Union,  Mifflin  and  Juniata — Fan.  Caldwell,  John 
Cummin,  Ephraim  Banks. 

Venango — Christian  Myers. 

Washington— Thos.  McCall,  Valter  Craig,  Aaron 
Kerr. 

■ Wayne  and  Pike — Virgil  Greiell. 
Westmoreland—  George  T.  Criwford,  X.  L.  Bige- 
low. 

York —John  R.  Donnell,  Jacol  Stickel,  Sam’l  C. 
Bonham. 

Whigs,  .....  66 

Van  Buren  men,  . . • .67 


Total, 
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DELAWARE. 

Whig. 

1,857 

1,671 

1,206 


133 

Van  Buren. 
1,300 
1,814 
1,038 


4,152 


4,734 

4,152 


5S2  whig  majority. 


Cornelius  P.  Comegys  (whig)  is  elected  governor 
over  Nehemiah  Clark  (V.  B.  j by  a majority  of  217 
votes.  For  Comegys  4,693,  /or  Clark  4,476.  A 
majority  of  whigs  have  been  elected  to  the  legisla- 
ture. 

MARYLAND. 

The  following  exhibits  an  accurate  return  of  the 
late  election  for  electors  of  president  and  vice  pre- 
sident in  this  state,  from  official  returns: 
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656 

479 

177 

Washington 
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84 

Worcester 
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VIRGINIA. 

Mr.  Van  Buren’s  majority  thus  far  is  7,001.  The 
counties  to  be  heard  from  will  increase  it  a few 
hundred  votes. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

A letter  in  the  Globe,  dated  Raleigh,  Nov.  18, 
says — Ffty-nine  counties  give  Van  Buren  a majori- 
ty of  3,400.  The  six  counties  to  hear  from  can- 
not, in  any  contingency,  reduce  the  majority  over 
1,000  or  1,200,  which  will  leave  it  2,200. 

GEORGIA. 

Returns  from  sixty-one  counties  give  a majority 
of  2,888  for  the  White  ticket. 

KENTUCKY. 

The  returns  from  51  counties  and  districts,  pub- 
lished in  the  Louisville  Journal  of  the  16th,  give  a 
majority  of  8,554  for  Harrison. 

INDIANA 

Has  cast  her  vote  for  Harrison.  Reported  ma- 
jorities from  49  counties  give  14,879  for  the  Harri- 
son and  4,241  for  the  Van  Buren  ticket. 

TENNESSEE. 

Twenty-two  counties  give  the  following  aggre- 
gate votes:  White  11,647,  Van  Buren  6,265.  Da- 
vidson county,  in  which  is  gen.  Jackson’s  residence, 
gave  a majority  of  344  for  White.  At  the  “Hermit- 
age” the  vote  stood— for  White  61;  Van  Buren  20. 

LOUISIANA. 

A letter  from  Mobile,  Ala.  published  in  the 
“Globe”  says  this  state  has  gone  for  Van  Buren  by 
a majority  of  600  votes. 

The  New  Orleans  True  American  of  the  11th 
inst.  however,  says  that  the  result  of  the  election 
in  the  three  municipalities  into  which  New  Orleans 
is  divided  gives  a majority  of  11  to  the  whig  ticket. 
New  Orleans  has  heretofore  given  a majority  of 
150  to  350  votes  for  the  Jackson  ticket.  The  same 
paper,  after  giving  the  results  in  some  parishes  fa- 
vorable to  the  whigs,  adds,  that  if  Lafourche,  St. 
Laundry,  St.  Mary’s  and  Iberville  turn  out,  the 
whigs  have  gained  the  state. 

WAR  IN  FLORIDA. 

We  learn  from  the  Charleston  papers  that  an  ex- 
press had  arrived  at  Gary’s  Feny  on  Sunday  13th, 
with  information  that  gov.  Call  marched  from  Fort 
Drane  on  the  11th  for  the  Wythlacoochee,  taking 
with  him  all  the  regular  troops,  the  Tennessee  bri- 
gade and  the  regiments  of  friendly  Creeks.  Gen. 
Jesup,  was  at  Tampa  Bay  on  the  7th  with  about 
800  regulars  and  marines.  He  was  making  every 
preparation  for  systematic  operations.  Some  mount- 
ed volunteers  from  Alabama  had  already  joined 
him,  and  others  were  daily  arriving.  He  expected 
to  march  in  search  of  the  Seminoles  on  or  about  the 
20th  inst.  and  has  icceived  orders  to  take  the  chief 
command.  He  hall  not  been  to  Fort  Drane,  but 
would  proceed  direet  to  the  Wythlacoochee  where 
gov.  Call  would  meet  him. 

The  troops  at  Tampa  were  in  good  health,  and 
those  in  other  sections  were  rapidly  recovering 
from  the  effects  of  indisposition. 

From  tie  Pensacola  Gazette. 

The  want  of  any  thing  like  regular  communica- 
tion with  the  seat  of  war,  keeps  us  in  the  most  pain- 
ful state  of  suspense  in  regard  to  the  operations  of 


1 the  army.  It  must  be  admitted,  that  the  numerous 
obstacles  which  are  known  to  stand  in  the  way  of 
a successful  and  speedy  termination  of  the  cam- 
paign, are  calculated  to  inspire  fearful  forebodings 
of  its  results;  and  accident  besides,  has,  we  fear, 
done  much  to  frustrate  the  well  arranged  plans  of 
governor  Call  for  supplying  the  troops  in  the  field 
with  provisions.  We  have  heard  that  considerable 
supplies  were  ordered  early  in  the  campaign  to  be 
sent  from  St.  Marks  to  the  Suwannee,  and  they  did 
not  reach  their  destination  until  weeks  after,  accord- 
ing to  the  most  liberal  calculation,  they  should  have 
arrived.  It  is  said  too.  that  a great  quantity  of  com 
and  other  provisions  intended  for  the  army,  was  de- 
posited in  a store-house  at  St.  Marks;  the  house, 
which  was  built  over  the  water,  fell  down  with  the 
weight  which  it  contained,  and  the  whole  of  its 
contents  were  ruined.  Then  again  the  large  steam- 
boat Convoy,  containing  a very  full  cargo  of  pro- 
visions, destined  for  Tampa  Bay,  sprung  a leak  near 
this  port,  and  put  in  here  in  a sinking  condition: 
nearly  her  whole  cargo  was  damaged  and  much  of 
it  was  entirely  ruined;  and  last  of  all  is  the  loss  of 
the  Lieutenant  Izard  on  the  bar  of  the  Wythlacoo- 
chee. 

It  is  believed  that  the  character,  condition  and  re- 
sources of  the  Florida  Indians  are  but  little  under- 
stood, except  by  those  who  have  actually  witnessed 
their  mode  of  warfare.  The  campaign  made  by 
general  Jackson  against  the  Florida  Indians,  eigh- 
teen years  ago,  when  they  were  stronger  than  they 
are  now',  is  often  quoted  to  prove  thatthe  subjuga- 
tion of  the  Seminoles  is  no  such  difficult  matter  as 
it  is  thought;  but  it  should  be  remembered  that  their 
condition  was  quite  different  from  what  it  is  at  the 
present.  They  were  then  banded  together  in  small 
tribes.  Every  petty  chief  had  his  town;  the  guides 
had  no  difficulty  in  conducting  general  Jackson  di- 
rectly to  them,  and  he  subdued  them  in  detail.  Be- 
side, they  were  not  all  unfriendly  to  the  whites. — 
But  now'  they  all  fight  as  one  man.  History  scarce- 
ly furnishes  a parallel  for  the  fidelity  w hich  these 
people  have  shown  to  one  another.  We  hear  of  no 
single  instance  of  treachery  or  defection  among 
them.  Since  the  w'ar  began,  not  one  of  the  hostiles 
has  come  out  from  among  his  brethren.  They  have 
no  towns  to  defend,  and  their  women  and  children 
protect  themselves  by  flight.  The  climate  is  their 
friend  too.  Summer,  which  brings  disease  and  death 
to  their  pursuers,  has  no  terrors  for  them,  and  they 
are  strangers  to  the  rigors  of  the  winter.  They 
have  nearly  20,000  square  miles  in  which  to  hide 
themselves,  and  the  most  satisfactory  intelligence 
as  to  where  they  were  yesterday,  affords  not  the 
least  reason  to  believe  that  they  may  not  be  fifty- 
miles  from  there  to-morrow;  while  if  they  choose, 
the  whole  tribe  may,  in  many  places,  lie  securely 
within  a hundred  yards  of  the  w hole  army  of  the 
whites.  During  the  last  campaign  it  is  said  there 
were  many  instances  of  this;  while  the  whites  were 
“stunning  the  drowsy  ear  of  night”  wilh  the  chop- 
ping of  trees,  the  building  of  fires,  and  1 he  cracking 
of  cart-whips,  and  all  sorts  of  noises,  much  upon 
the  same  reason,  we  suppose, that  caused  the  fellow 
tovvhistle  at  the  very  top  of  his  lungs,  to  keep  aw  ay 
the  ghosts  when  he  was  passing  a church  yard. 

Ia  this  county,  we  are  too  remote  from  the  In- 
dian: to  have  experienced,  or  even  felt  the  least 
apprehension  of,  the  actual  disasters  of  the  war,  but 
it  has  nevertheless  pressed  sorelv  upon  us.  Out  of 
less  than  three  hundred  men  liable  to  do  military- 
duty,  we  now  have  eighty  in  the  field. 

Indians  in  disguise. — It  is  stated  by  an  effieer  of 
the  United  Stales  army-,  that  a number  of  Indians 
f40f)  presented  themselves  to  the  commanding  of- 
fice! on  the  Chattahooehie  on  the  J 5th  of  last  month, 
and  gave  themselves  up  as  Creek  Indians.  No  one 
at  tie  post  had  ever  seen  them  among  the  Creeks, 
and  there  was  strong  presumptive  evidence  that  they 
wers  Seminoles,  and  not  Creeks.  There  is  little 
douit  that  hundreds  of  these  people  w ill  escape  in 
thisway,  as  it  would  not  be  a very  difficult  matter 
for  hrge  bodies  of  them  to  make  their  w av  up  to 
the  Creek  country.  The  correspondent  of  the  Jour- 
nal of  Commerce  says,  Ihe  presumption  that  these 
Indiins  were  Seminoles,  “is  supported  by  the  fact, 
that  lome  few  days  previous  to  the  surrender  of  the 
partyalluded  fo,an  intelligent  resident  of  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Irwinton,  came  unexpectedly  on  a par- 
ty of  to  or  12  Indians,  who  were  too  busily-  engaged 
in  culing  up  a new  killed  deer  to  observe  him.  He 
was  orhorsebaek  and  not  at  all  uneasy  at  the  meet- 
ing. This  gentlemen  was  near  enough  to  distinct- 
ly observe  the  Indians;  and  although  he  had  a veiy 
general  acquaintance  with  the  Creek  Indians,  he 
felt  as  sired  these  Indians  were  not  Creeks.” 

Lieut.  Raphael  Seinmes,  of  the  navy,  has  pub- 
lished in  the  Pensacola  Gazette  a letter,  not  de- 
scribing aid  accounting  for  the  loss  of  the  steam- 
boat Lieut, Izard,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Wythlacoc:- 
chee,  but  slowing  that  the  movements  of  ’the  army 
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were  not  impeded  thereby.  He  says  that  the 
steamboat  was  not  laden  with  supplies  for  the  army, 
as  has  been  said,  but  that  the  supplies  were  all  for- 
warded to  the  entrance  of  the  river  in  transports; 
that  the  duty  for  which  the  Lieut.  Izard  was  as- 
signed was  to  explore  the  river’s  mouth,  and  ascer- 
tain whether  the  river  could  be  ascended,  of  which 
there  was  great  doubt;  and  that  the  transportation 
of  the  supplies  up  the  river  was  intended  to  be,  and 
was,  effected  by  means  of  a barge  capable  of  car- 
rying 500  barrels,  pulling  50  oars,  and  drawing 
onlv  two  feet  water. 

The  late  captain  Lane.  It  is  stated  in  the  Mo- 
bile Chronicle  that  “the  true  cause  of  col.  Lane’s 
suicide  was  chagrin  at  the  shameful  defeat  of  his 
friendly  Creeks,  at  the  Cove  on  the  Wythlacoochee 
previous  to  his  arrival  with  them  at  Fort  Drane. — 
The  particulars  of  this  battle  have  been  studiously 
suppressed.” 

From  the  Globe  of  the  1 9th  inst. 

We  publish  the  following  interesting  narrative, 
lately  received  at  the  war  department,  being  a re- 
port of  the  march  of  two  companies  of  United  States 
artillery,  and  the  native  regiment,  commanded  (as 
colonel)  by  the  late  captain  Lane,  of  the  dragoons, 
from  Tampa  Bay  to  Fort  Drane,  Florida,  by  capt.  H. 
Brown,  4th  United  States  artillery,  acting  as  lieu- 
tenant colonel  of  the  native  regiment  at  the  time: 
Fort  Drane,  October  22,  1836. 

Governor:  The  melancholy  event  which  occur- 
red here  on  the  19th,  causes  the  duty  to  devolve  on 
me  of  reporting  to  you  the  movements  of  the  regi- 
ment of  Creek  volunteers  since  its  departure  from 
Tampa  Bay.  We  left  our  camp  near  Fort  Brooke, 
and  crossed  the  Hilboro’  river  on  Monday,  the  1 0th 
inst.  and  encamped  about  one  mile  from  the  fort. — 
On  Tuesday  we  marched  eighteen,  on  Wednesday 
nineteen,  and  on  Thursday  twenty  miles,  without 
anythingof  interest  having  occurred.  On  Friday, 
the  14th,  we  started  at  7 o’clock,  and  having  march- 
ed three  or  four  miles,  one  of  our  scouts  reported  a 
hostile  Indian  on  our  right  flank:  immediate  pursuit 
ensued,  but  being  mounted,  he  evaded  us.  On  ar- 
riving at  the  place  where  he  disaopeared,  we  disco- 
vered as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  extensive  lakes, 
in  which  were  many  and  heavily  timbered  islands 
connected  together  in  some  instances  by  extensive 
marshes,  containing  a heavy  growth  of  grass.  Our 
Indians  having  reported  a fresh  trail,  and  that  a vil- 
lage was  seen  in  the  vicinity,  col.  Lane  called  a 
halt,  and  made  preparations  for  a scout.  We  ac- 
cordingly left  our  horses  and  baggage,  and  struck 
ort'in  a north  east  direction;  we  soon  found  a small  de- 
serted village;  proceeding  onwards  towards  the  south, 
we  passed  over  some  fine  hammock,  and  came. to  a 
ford  of  some  two  hundred  yards,  which  our  troops 
crossed,  partly  by  swimming,  and  partly  by  W’ading 
carrying  their  ammunition  on  the  points  of  ther 
bayonets.  Having  reached  the  opposite  side,  ye 
found  extensive  corn  fields,  and  a few.  cattle  and 
ponies:  here  was  also  a small  village.  Pursuing 
the  trail,  we  came  to  an  extensive  marsh,  a mile  at 
least  in  length.  Our  Indians  leading  the  way  we 
plunged  in,  the  mud  and  water  being  from  fou.'  to 
six  feet  deep,  our  horses  soon  became  exha«sted 
and  all  very  soon  had  to  be  abandoned.  Wr  then 
pursued  our  course  on  foot,  the  water  at  tines  up 
to  our  necks,  and  bottom  so  soft  as  to  mace  it  al- 
most impossible  to  keep  our  heads  above  water. — 
We,  at  length,  safely  reached  the  shore;  having  pass- 
ed a ford  such  is  1 presume  has  seldom  or  ever  been 
attempted  bywhite  troops.  We  found  oirselves 
on  a beautifu.'  fertile  island,  of  several  miles  in  ex- 
tent, with  a trail  running  south,  which  we  pursued 
about  a rnilf,  and  arrived  at  an  extensive  ullage, 
which  had  evidently  been  but  recently  abandoned. 

Here  we  found  corn,  cattle,  hogs,  many  domestic 
utensils,  and  several  scalps  of  white  men.  Pursu- 
ing our  course  more  westerly  for  half  a m le,  we 
came  to  another  large  village,  where  we  also  found 
the  sane.  I presume  the  two  villages  must  ham  con- 
tained about  150  lodges.  From  thence  we  bllow- 
ed  tie  trail  about  half  a mile,  to  a small  declinty,  at 
the  bottom  of  which  was  a small  pond,  and  on  the 
side  of  which  was  a low  scrub  that  extended  to  the 
left,  about  half  a mile,  and  on  the  right  o'  which 
was  a thick  hammock.  Our  van  was  here  saluted 
by  the  enemy,  which  was  promptly  return'd.  We 
immediately  pushed  on,  and  a smart  skircish,  of  a 
half  hour’s  duration,  ensued,  when  the  eiemygave 
way,  and  retired  into  the  hammock;  the  s<rub  being 
so  very  thick  as  to  be  impenetrable.  Ye  pursued 
For  a mile  or  more,  both  parties  keeping  up  a run- 
ning fight,  when  we  came  to  an  extensiv  open  field, 
to  the  opposite  side  of  which  we  pursud,when  the 
enemy  scattered  in  another  thick  haumock,  and 
we  gave  up  the  pursuit,  having,  in  tfr  whole  skir- 
mish, had  but  one  man  wounded.  I is  but  aii  act 
of  justice  to  say,  that  every  man  dop  his  duty,  and 
if  I have  any  blame  to  find  with  tb  officers  of  the 


regiment,  it  is  for  Iheir  too  great  eagerness  to  push 
forward,  and  get  in  immediate  contact  with  the  ene- 
my. The  loss  of  the  enemy  could  not  be  ascertain- 
ed, nor  the  number  engaged,  in  consequence  of  the 
well  known  fact,  that  they  immediately  carry  their 
killed  and  wounded  off  the  field;  and  that  the  scrub 
in  winch  the  principal  skirmish  took  place,  was  so 
very  thick,  that  but  few  could  be  seen  at  a time.  I 
should  say,  however,  that  there  were  thirty  or  forty 
of  them,  and  several  were  doubtless  killed  and 
wounded,  from  the  heavy  fire  poured  into  the  scrub. 
On  return,  our  Indians  killed  some  100  cattle,  and 
probably  us  many  hogs,  and  drove  to  camp  about 
200  of  the  former.  We  returned  by  another  trail 
in  a north  western  direction,  and  having  swam  about 
100  yards  to  the  main  land,  reached  camp  about  sun- 
set. Our  Indians  during  the  night,  brought  in  more 
cattle,  so  that  we  had  in  ail  about  400  head.  We 
marched  the  next  day  about  twelve  miles,  having 
passed  on  our  right,  a continued  succession  of  ex- 
tensive lakes  and  swamps.  On  Sunday,  the  16th 
instant,  we  reached  the  Wythlacoochie  at  about  10 
o’clock,  and  made  immediate  preparations  for  cross- 
ing, which  we  performed  by  8 o’clock  in  the  even- 
ing, by  means  of  a small  canoe,  and  some  very  small 
rafts  made  by  the  Indians.  We  encamped  for  the 
night  just  without  the  walls  oiFort  Izard;  the  next 
morning,  pursuing  our  inarct,  we  struck  a large 
trail  leading  to  the  southwest,  which  we  followed 
for  7 miles,  and  encamped — dining  the  evening  your 
detachment  arrived.  The  nect  morning,  we  took 
up  our  line  of  march  for  this  place,  proceeded  22 
miles,  encamped,  and  arrived  here  the  next  morn- 
ing at  half  past  nine  o’clock. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  HARVEY  BROWN, 

Lt.  col.  commanding  Creek  volunteers. 
His  excellency,  R.  K.  Call,  commandcr-in-chicf. 


TENNESSEE  VOLUNTEERS. 

GENERAL  ORDER,  NO.  66. 

Head  quarters,  army,  E.  T.  and  C.  N. 
Fort  Cass,  November  1,  1836. 

The  service  of  the  companies  of  captains  Ver- 
non, Rogers  and  Parham,  of  the  1st  regiment,  and 
of  captains  Peak  and  Gillespie,  of  the  2d  regiment, 
and  the  field  and  stafl',  and  non-commissioned  staff 
of  each  regiment  of  East  Tennessee  volunteers, 
assembled  at  this  place  for  muster  and  payment. — 
Not  being  necessary  at  the  present  time,  in  the 
Cherokee  country,  in  consequence  of  the  pacific 
appearance  of  th“  Cherokees,  they  will  return  to 
their  houje=,  <md  there  wait,  without  pay,  the  future 
orders  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  or  the 
commanding  general  of  the  Cherokee  forces — it  be- 
ing distinctly  understood,  and  the  commanding  ge- 
neral is  so  instructed  by  the  war  department,  to 
make  it  known  to  the  volunteers,  that,  having  en- 
gaged to  serve  six  and  twelve  months,  unless  soon- 
er discharged,  that  they  are  liable  to  be  called  upon 
at  any  time  during  the  period  of  their  original  en- 
gagement. 

The  commanding  general  avails  himself  of  this 
occasion  to  congratulate  the  volunteers  who  are 
about  to  separate  from  him,  on  their  release  for  a 
time,  if  not  altogether,  from  the  hardships  of  a cam- 
paign. Should  their  services,  however,  be  again  re- 
quired in  the  tented  field,  he  is  assured,  from  the 
zeal,  patriotism  and  devotion  to  their  country, 
which  have  been  so  conspicuously  manifested  by 
them  on  all  former  occasions  whilst  under  his  com- 
mand, that  they  will  promptly  obey  the  call. 

In  parting  with  them,  the  commanding  general 
considers  it  due,  to  both  officers  and  men,  to  an- 
nounce that  their  conduct,  from  the  commencement 
of  the  campaign  to  the  present,  has  met  his  unqua- 
lified approbation;  anil  should  an  occasion  again  re- 
quire it,  he  would  consider  himself  peculiarly  fortu- 
nate if  he  could  have  the  same  officers  and  the 
same  men  to  command.  He  tenders  to  them  his 
best  wishes  for  their  future  prosperity  and  happi- 
ness. By  order  of  brig.  gen.  Wool: 

THOS.  C.  LYON,  A.  D.  C. 

Fort  Cass,  Nov.  3,  1836. 

Sir:  The  undersigned  officers  of  the  East  Ten- 
nessee volunteers,  who  have  been  ordered  home, 
agreeably  to  the  general  order,  No.  66,  cannot  per- 
mit the  present  occasion  to  pass,  when  they  are 
about  to  separate  from  you  for  a time,  perhaps  en- 
tirely, without  manifesting  the  high  regard  which 
they  entertain  for  you,  both  as  a man  and  an  officer. 
They  also  beg  leave  to  tende’  you  their  thanks,  and 
that  of  the  men  whom  they  hive  the  honor  to  com- 
mand, for  the  kindness  and  liberality  with  which 
you  have  uniformly  treated  them,  and  for  the  flat- 
tering testimonials  of  your  approbation  on  this,  as 
well  as  on  other  occasions.  The  field  of  their  exer- 
tions has  been  too  humble  to  permit  them  to  boast 
— all  that  they  can  say  is,  tha',  if  an  ardent  desire 


to  serve  their  country,  and  to  follow  wherever  duty 
would  call  them,  entitle  them  to  praise,  they  are 
sure  they  deserve  so  much.  Nothing  has  been  left 
them  here  but  to  prove  themselves  subordinate,  obe- 
dient and  willing  soldiers,  obeying  with  alacrity  the 
orders  of  the  government,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
observing  a manly  and  humane  treatment  towards 
the  unfortunate  Indians.  Sir,  they  could  not  have 
returned  to  their  homes  if  they  had  dared  to  sully 
the  unspotted  fame  if  Tennessee,  by  any  acts  of 
oppression  and  cruelty  towards  the  unfortunate. — 
Our  lathers  have  met  the  Cherokees  in  many  a 
bloody  fight,  as  almost  every  hill  and  valley  in  Ten- 
nessee will  bear  witness;  but  had  we  pursued  a dif- 
ferent course,  the  remnants  of  the  pioneers  would 
have  turned  their  backs  in  scorn  upon  us:  and  we 
have  witnessed  witi  pleasure,  and  we  take  pride 
in  bearing  our  united  testimony  to  the  same  just 
and  honorable  couise  in  yourself— that,  whilst  on 
the  one  hand  you  have  represented  with  zeal,  abili- 
ty and  firmness,  the  wishes  of  the  government,  on 
the  other,  all  your  intercourse  with  the  nation  ha3 
been  characterized  by  impartiality,  justice  and  hu- 
manity. 

The  general  order  which  dismisses  us  to  our 
homes  for  the  present  also  informs  us  that,  should 
an  occasion  require  it,  our  services  may  be  again 
demanded  in  the  field.  Be  assured,  sir,  that,  when- 
ever called  upon,  we  shall  be  ever  ready  to  obey 
and  to  follow,  whenever  required,  the  standard  of 
the  stars  and  stripes.  Should  such  be  our  destiny, 
wre  should  esteem  ourselves  fortunate  in  again  be- 
ing placed  under  the  command  of  an  officer  whose 
well-tried  valor  ana  long  experience  would  entitle 
him  to  our  confidence  and  respect.  We  would 
commit  our  lives  and  honor  to  your  keeping  with  a 
perfect  assurance  that  nothing  would  be  done  on 
your  part  to  compro.nit  either. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  for  ourselves,  and  the  men 
whom  we  represent,  our  best  wishes  for  your  future 
prosperity.  We  ire,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servants, 

NAT.  SMITH,  col.  1st  reg’t. 

JOSEPH  IYRD,  col.  2d  do. 

JOSEPH  IOBENSON,  adj’t  1st  reg’t. 

P.  M.  WEAR,  adj’t  2d  reg’t. 

M.  CUNNINGHAM,  maj.  1st  reg’t. 

J.  R.  DELANEY,  maj.  2d  do. 

MILES  VliRNON,  capt.  1st  do. 

D.  S.  ROGERS,  do.  do. 

SHAMWE.L  PARHAM,  cap.  do. 

JACOB  PIAK,  capt.  2d  do. 

T.  J.  GIL1ESPIE,  capt.  do. 

A.  COX,  Q.  M.  1st  do. 

JAS  V AUGHN.  Q.  M.  2d  do. 

J.  B.  M.  LEESE,  surgeon  1st  do. 

W.  I.  I.  MORROW,  do  2d  do. 

J.  S.  MIDDLETON,  serg’t  maj.  1st  reg’t. 

N.  G.  FRAZIER,  do.  do.  2d  do. 

J.  L.  KLINE,  Q.  M.  do.  1st  do. 

JOHN  McCALLON,  1st  lieut.  1st  do. 

THOMAS  SCOTT,  do.  1st  do. 

wm.  McCullough,  do.  ist  do. 

ELISHA  SHARP,  2d  lieut.  1st  do. 

ABI.TaM  BOGGESS,  ensign  1st  do. 

JOSEPH  SMITH,  do.  1st  do. 

G.  SIjVY,  do.  1st  do. 

AMOS  MARNEY,  1st  lieut.  2d  do. 

STEILING  T.  TURNER, 2d  It.  2d  do. 

P.  N MILLER,  do.  2d  do. 

SAMUEL  MARNEY,  ensign  2d  do. 

ZACH.  COMPTON,  do.  2d  do. 

Bg.  gen.  John  E.  Wool,  commander  in  the  Che- 
rokie  nation. 


THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  MEXICO. 

From  the  Baltimore  American. 

Believing  that  the  occupation  of  the  post  of  Na- 
cogdoches by  a portion  of  the  United  States  troops 
under  general  Gaines,  and  the  sudden  departure  of 
M.  Gorostiza,  who  had  been  sent  to  this  country, 
as  envoy  extraorfinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
by  the  republic  of  Mexico,  to  lay  before  the  presi- 
dent such  representations  as  might  express  the 
views  of  his  goiernment  in  regard  to  the  matter, 
are  subjects  which  claim  great  interest  with  the 
people  of  this  country,  we  have  translated  the  fol- 
lowing letter  of  M.  Gorostiza,  written  at  the  time 
of  his  departure,  together  with  the  note  of  Mr. 
Dickens  in  answer  to  it.  They  are  given  in  the 
“ Courier  des  Ettas  Unis ” of  Saturday. 

Note  of  Mr.  Gorostiza,  transmitted  to  the  department 
of  stale. 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  the  undersigned  learns 
from  the  note  of  the  honorable  Asbury  Dickens 
dated  the  13th  instant,  that  the  president,  taking 
ground  on  the  principle  of  self-defence,  has  not 
thought  it  his  duty  to  accede  to  the  just  demands 
of  the  undersigned,  relative  to  the  invasion  of  the 
Mexican  territory,  by  the  troops  of  general  Gaines, 
and  that  notwithstanding  all  his  efforts,  the  presi- 
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dent  persists  in  his  intention  of  maintaining  as  a 
principle,  the  pretended  right  to  invade  friendly  ter- 
ritory, whenever  he  may  think  (it  to  do  so,  in  de- 
fence of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  plain  that  the  undersigned  cannot,  for  a 
moment,  admit  the  existence  of  such  a right,  be- 
cause it  would  be  to  acknowledge  that  every  nation 
may  take  armed  possession  o'  the  territory  of  its 
neighbors,  without  any  other  reason  than  an  ap- 
parent necessity  of  so  doing,  and  because  such  a 
right  would  be  a constant  attack  upon  the  sove- 
reignty and  independence  of  all  nations.  In  fact, 
what  nation  would  not  endeavor  to  fortify  its  own, 
at  the  expense  of  a neighbor’s  frontier,  if,  to  es- 
tablish the  lawfulness  of  the  proceeding,  it  were 
only  necessary  to  assert  the  right. 

The  undersigned,  cannot  assent  to  the  latitude 
which  the  president  of  the  United  States  gives  to 
the  principle  of  self-defence,  in  the  case  in  ques- 
tion. This  principle  cannot  exist  except  it  be 
founded  in  justice  and  reason;  if  it  do  not  spring, 
like  all  other  principles  which,  unted,  constitute 
the  law  of  nations,  from  that  law  o'  nature,  which 
the  ancients  denominate  the  divine  right;  that  law, 
which,  whilst  it  imposes  upon  us  the  obligation  of 
watching  over  our  own  preservation  and  defence, 
forbids  us  to  do  so  to  the  injury  of  an  other;  unless 
the  danger  be  imminent,  unavoidable,  or  infinitely 
greater  tnan  the  evil  which  we  may  inflict. 

Can  it  be  said  that  the  invasion  of  the  Mexican 
territory  has  been  called  for  by  any  necessity  of 
this  kind,  in  the  conditions  desired?  After  all  the 
facts  which  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
undersigned;  the  pretended  hostilities  premeditated 
by  the  Indians,  have  only  existed  in  the  imagination 
of  the  Texians  and  of  those  who  favor  them;  in  other 
words,  are  inventions  founded  upon  a wish  to  injure 
Mexico.  A simple  narration  of  facts  will  be  suf- 
ficient to  prove  the  truth  of  this  assertion.  So  long 
a?  the  colonists  of  Texas  remained  subject  to  the 
laws  of  Mexico,  hostilities  committed  against  the 
U.  States  by  the  Indians  were  lever  heard  of,  and, 
although,  since  the  year  1832  there  was  not  a 
Mexican  soldier  stationed  at  Pacogdoches  or  any 
other  point  on  the  frontier,  no  mention  has  been 
made  of  the  Indians,  during  therevolution  of  Tex- 
as, either  before  or  since  Bexir  was  captured  by 
the  Texians.  When,  however,  in  the  month  of 
March  last,  the  Mexican  armr,  victorious  on  all 
sides,  passed  without  difficulty  the  river  Brasos, 
and  no  one  doubted  that  it  world  reach  the  Sabine, 
for  the  first  time,  fifteen  hundrel  Indians  and  Mexi 
cans  and  Indians  are  spoken  if,  as  being  within 
some  miles  of  Nacogdoches,  putting  every  thing  to 
fire  and  sword  in  order  to  infuce  general  Gaines 
to  approach  the  Sabine  with  all  his  troops,  as  he 
in  fact  did.  Owing  to  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto, 
the  danger  which  had  threatened  the  revolutionists 
disappeared,  and  strange  to  relate,  the  Indians  dis- 
appeared with  it.  General  Gaines,  who  a few  days 
previously  asked  for  thousands  of  mounted  men  to 
meet  an  enemy  which  he  represented  as  very  for- 
midable, then  confesses  that  there  had  been  a false 
alarm,  and  that  the  reinforcements  were  unneces- 
sary. No  mention  was  made  of  he  Indians,  so 
long  as  it  was  thought  in  Texas  thai  the  Mexican 
government  would  sanction  the  treay  extorted  by 
violence  from  general  Santa  Ana,  bug  near  the  end 
of  June,  it  was  known  that  Mexico  was  preparing 
for  a new  campaign,  and,  as  if  by  enchantment,  the 
Indian  aggressions  reappeared  up*n  the  scene. 
There  was  only  a rumor  of  an  Indian  invasion;  the 
Texian  commissioners  who  had  repaired  to  Mata- 
moras  to  treat  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  re- 
ported it;  the  Texian  general  Rusk,  informed  of 
their  presence  by  Texian  individuals,  communicat- 
ed it  to  general  Gaines,  who  was  equally  well  ad- 
vised of  it,  as  well  as  of  the  assassination  of  two 
whites  at  Navasoto,  through  the  Texian  maj.  Ster- 
ling C.  Robinson.  Then  this  general  perceived 
the  necessity  of  recalling,  to  oppose  them  to  the 
principal  enemy,  (principal  belligerent), the  mount- 
ed men  whom  he  had  sent  back  after  the  battle  of 
San  Jacinto,  and  it  appeared  to  him  necessary  for 
the  defence  of  the  United  State*’  frontier,  to  take 
possession  of  Nacogdoches,  a Mexican  town,  fifty 
miles  from  that  frontier.  Can  my  thing  be  more 
clear? 

If  general  Gaines  had,  to  justify  him  in  the  course 
he  has  taken,  any  other  information  than  that  com- 
municated to  him  by  the  enemies  of  Mexico  and 
by  persons  who  were  interested  in  seeing  the  U. 
States  compromise  their  neutrality  on  the  Texian 
question,  let  it  be  produced  to  the  undersigned. 

If  there  has  never  been  any  danger — if  such  un- 
founded rumors  have  never  been  able  to  inspire  the 
least  fear — if  these  same  rumors  had  been  renewed 
several  times,  during  the  lapse  of  seven  months, 
and  have  been  constantly  contradicted  by  facts, 
how  can  they  be  believed?  How  could  such  a 
danger  ever  have  appeared  imminent ? how  has  it 


been  made  unavoidable?  Where,  in  fine,  was  the  I distant  from  the  United  States,  at  the  time  when 
absolute  necessity,  which  caused,  on  this  occasion,  difficulties  occurred  between  the  two  countries,  and 
the  principle  of  self-defence  to  be  introduced,  tramp- ; the  United  States  would  have  demanded  sansfac- 
ling  under  foot,  as  has  been  done,  in  its  name,  the  | tion,  if  an  admiral  had  come  from  Martinique  to 
most  sacred  rights  of  a friendly  nation?  \ break  up  the  negotiations  which  were  commenced. 

But,  adds  Mr.  Dickens,  the  president  should  be-  Would  they  not  have  said,  with  reasou,  that  trans- 


lieve  the  information  received  from  the  general  com 
manding  the  frontier,  and  is  ready  to  punish  him, 
if  he  has  in  any  way  gone  beyond  his  instructions. 
The  undersigned  answers,  in  the  first  place,  that 
the  partiality  of  general  Gaines  in  favor  of  the 
Texians,  has  been  notorious,  and  his  credulity  dur- 
ing his  command  of  the  frontier  so  great  that  his 
information  should  never  have  had  much  weight 
with  so  enlightened  a man  as  the  president  of  the  U. 
States,  especially,  since  the  governor  of  Louisiana 
and  general  Macomb  have  so  well  depicted  the 
character  of  that  officer  and  the  influences  to  which 
his  conduct  has  been  subjected. 

In  the  second  piece,  the  undersigned  answers, 
that  the  punishment  of  general  Gaines,  or  of  any 
other  officer,  who  may  hereafter  transgress  the 
orders  of  the  president,  cannot  be  of  any  avail  to 
Mexico,  or  repair  theimmense  injury  already  done, 
and  which  may  be  clone  to  her  by  the  discretionary 
power  with  which  tie  commanding  general  of  the 
frontier  has  been  invested  by  the  president;  and,  in 
effect;  what  difference  does  the  dereliction  of  a gene- 
ral make  to  Mexico, if  by  his  fault  the  Mexican  ter- 
ritory has  been  invaded?  If  this  invasion  has  in- 
spired Texas  with  greater  confidence?  If,  through 
it,  their  ranks  hare  been  augmented  by  several 
thousands  of  volunteers,  who  never  would  have 
gone  to  Texas,  if  they  had  not  expected  to  find  an 
important  support  in  the  soldiers  of  the  United 
States?  In  fine,  if  such  an  invasion,  being  extend- 
ed to  or  renewed  at  the  approaching  campaign,  the 
presence  alone  of  the  U.  States  troops  in  Texas, 
should  cause  embarrassments  and  collisions,  which 
will  interfere  with  the  best  concerted  plans  of  the 
Mexican  army.  Mr.  Dickens  will  agree  with  the 
undersigned,  that  his  government  cannot  deem  suf- 
ficient, a guaranty  which  does  not  protect  Mexico 
from  dangers,  to  which  it  is  exposed  in  consequence 
of  the  presence  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States 
upon  her  territory. 

On  this  subject  Mr.  Dickens  pretends  that  the 
instructions  lately  sent  by  his  government  to  gen. 
Gaines,  were  more  precise  and  positive  than  those 
before  given,  and  that  thus  his  successor,  general 
Arbuckle,  will  be  enabled,  in  conforming  with  them 
to  cany  out  the  viows  of  the  president. 

But  'if  the  instructions,  to  which  Mr.  Dickens 
alludes,  are  the  same  as  those  made  known  in  foe 
letter  of  the  president  to  general  Gaines  of  the  4tl 
September,  the  undersigned  cannot  agree  with  the 
secretary  of  state  ad  interim;  on  the  contrary,  the 
undersigned  finds  that  these  instructions  are  a thou- 
sand fold  more  arbitrary  than  the  first,  for  those 
designate  at  least  the  point  at  which  the  invasion  is 
to  stop,  whilst  these  give  entire  liberty  to  the  com- 
manding general  of  the  frontier,  to  pursue  the  In- 
dians— who,  according  to  his  views,  may  show 
themselves  hostile  towards  the  United  States — 
wherever  he  may  find  them,  and  then  to  take  posi- 
tion on  the  Mexican  territory  wherever  he  may 
think  proper.  It  is  true,  the  presidents  exhorts  the 
general  not  to  suffer  himself  to  be  deceived  by 
false  reports,  and  not  to  act,  except  when  he  shall 
be  morally  certain  that  the  Indians  enter  upon  the 
Mexican  territory  to  accomplish  hostile  objects. 
But  were  not  the  orders  givenby  Mr.  Cass,  secreta- 
ry of  war,  to  gen.  Gaines  on  the  4th  May  and  11th 
July,  the  same,  in  different  words.  The  power 
which  similar  orders  have  had  upon  his  successors 
lias  been  already  seen,  if  they  yield  to  the  same  in- 
fluences, or  permit  themselves  to  be  taken  in  by 
the  same  machinations.  It  is  not  probable  that 
such  will  be  the  result,  since  at  the  information 
which  the  commanding  generals  receive  comes  from 
a country  inimical  to  Mexico,  disfigured  by  ani- 
mosity and  malevolence. 

Such  are  the  reasons  for  which  the  undersigned 
has  constantly  protested,  since  his  answer  to  the 
memorandum  of  Mr.  Forsyth  of  the  20th  April, 
against  the  discretionary  power  with  which  the 
commanding  generalof  the  frontier  had  been  invest- 
ed. His  knowledge  of  men  enabled  him  to  foresee 
that,  sooner  or  later,  such  a power  would  become, 
in  the  hands  of  him  who  miglit  be  clothed  with  it, 
an  instrument  of  peace  or  war  between  Mexico  and 
the  United  States — and  the  undersigned  valued  too 
highly  the  friendship  which  united  the  two  nations, 
not  to  tremble  at  tie  thought,  that  their  relations 
were  hereafter  to  depend  upon  the  will  or  ignorance 
of  a single  individual.  Mr.  Dickens  explains  and 
attempts  to  justify  so  much  confidence  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  by  saying  that  the  distance  at 
which  the  president  is  from  the  seat  of  war,  does 
not  permit  him  to  employ  any  other  means  to  meet 
the  exigencies  of  events.  But  France  was  also 


actions  of  such  importance  required  responsibilities 
paramount  to  those  which  a single  man,  let  him  be 
admiral  or  general,  presents. 

The  undersigned  has  found  it  his  duly  to  direct 
| his  attention  to  the  desire  manifested  by  the  United 
States  to  take  possession  of  Nacogdoches,  at  all  ha- 
zards, and  had  it  not  been  for  the  repeated  assur- 
ances which  he  received  from  the  department  of 
state,  that  this  measure  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
settlement  of  boundaries,  he  confesses,  he  would 
not  have  known  what  to  think  of  such  a course. — 
The  undersigned  recollects  that  this  same  towD  of 
Nacogdoches  has  been  proclaimed  to  be  the  proper- 
ty of  the  United  States,  by  the  secretary  of  war, 
when  he  wrote  to  general  Gaines,  to  authorise  him 
to  repair  to  that  place.  The  undersigned  also  re- 
members that  when  he  addressed  to  Mr.  Forsyth  a 
protest  against  so  strange  a pretension,  that  gentle- 
man, by  order  of  the  president,  refused  any  sort  of 
explanation. 

He  also  remembers  to  have  observed,  as  well  in 
the  notes  of  this  department,  as  in  the  correspon- 
dence which  has  taken  place  between  the  secretary 
of  war,  general  Gaines  and  some  governors  of  states, 
a certain  studiousness  not  to  designate  the  Mexican 
territory  which  is  beyond  the  Sabine,  by  any  other 
title  than  that  of  “contested  territory,  or  other  simi- 
lar names,  as  if  actual  treaty  had  not  put  au  end  to 
all  dispute  about  limits,  when  the  line  of  ancient 
Louisiana  was  extended  between  the  rivers  Mar- 
mento  and  Carcasin,  that  is  to  say,  thirty  or  forty 
miles  on  this  side  of  the  Sabine. 

But  the  undersigned  repeats,  that  the  assurances 
respecting  the  nature  of  the  movement  of  general 
Gaines  appeared  sufficient  not  to  permit  him  to 
dwell  longer  upon  the  importance  of  such  strange 
coincidences. 

Such,  then,  were  the  constructions  which  deter- 
mined the  undersigned  to  write  his  notes  of  the  28th 
July  and  4th  August.  He  discovered  then,  as  now, 
and  for  the  same  reasons,  that  the  invasion  of  the 
Mexican  territory  by  the  United  States  troops  was 
an  insult  perfectly  gratuitous,  since  there  had  been 
no  offence  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  nor  any  legiti- 
mate cause  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  He 
demonstrated  the  immense  losses  sustained  by  Mexi- 
co in  consequence  of  the  invasion.  At  length  he 
announced  that,  if  the  president  rejected  his  just  de- 
mands, he  should  be  under  the  painful  necessity  of 
withdrawing,  with  his  embassy  extraordinary. — 
Nevertheless,  the  undersigned  flattered  himself  that 
he  would  not  be  driven  to  this  extremity,  thinking 
that  his  reasons  would  be  weighed  in  the  balance  of 
equity,  and  not  that  of  a pretended  right  of  con- 
venience. 

Unfortunately,  it  has  not  been  so;  the  note  of 
M-.  Dickens  has  left  the  undersigned  no  hope. — 
Tin  explanations,  moreover,  given,  in  the  name  of 
the  president,  convince  him  of  the  little  which 
Mexico  is  to  expect  from  the  United  States,  since 
the  mest  sacred  rights  and  most  positive  interests 
are  sacrificed  to  the  shadow  of  imaginary  danger. — 
Mexico  is  insulted  and  wronged,  through  mere  pre- 
caution. 

Under  circumstances  so  painful,  the  undersign- 
ed would  fall  short  of  his  duty,  if.  as  the  represen- 
tative }f  Mexico,  he  did  not  avail  himself  of  the  only 
meansleft  to  him  to  express  at  least  how  much  he  has 
been  hurt  by  the  wrongs  done  to  his  country  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States;  he  therefore  declares  on 
nis  own  responsibility,  that  from  this  instant,  he 
considers  his  mission  as  at  an  end. 

The  undersigned  requests  Mr.  Dickens  to  have 
the  giodness  to  cause  his  passports  to  fo  sent  to 
Philalelphia,  whither  he  will  repair  to-moeow. 

The  undersigned  also  requests  Mr.  Dickens  to 
preseit  his  respects  to  the  president,  and  tothank 
him  it  his  name  for  the  individual  attentions  vdiich 
he  hasreceived  whilst  he  has  had  the  honor  t»  be 
accrcdted  near  his  person. 

Findly,  the  undersigned  repeals  to  Mr.  Dickers 
what  hi  has  had  the  pleasure  to  stale  to  him  orally, 
that  he  will  recollect  always  with  gratitude,  the 
frank  an)  noble  manner  in  which  Mr.  Dickens  has 
conducts  the  relations  with  the  undersigned,  at 
times  ancin  regard  to  matters,  which  were  far  from 
agreeable 

(Signed)  M.  E.  DE  GOROSTIZA. 

To  the  bon  ..dsbury  Dickens,  Sfc.  <§r c. 

Washington,  15 th  October,  1836. 

Note  if  Mr.  Dickens  to  Mr.  Gorostiza. 
Department)/ state,  Washington,  Oct.  20,  1836. 
The  undersgned,  secretary  of  state,  ad  interim,  of 
the  United  Staes,  having  informed  the  president  of 
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the  contents  of  the  note  of  Mr.  Gorostiza,  envoy  ex- 
traordinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  re- 
public of  Mexico,  dated  the  15th  inst.  has  received 
orders  to  transmit  to  Mr.  Gorostiza  the  passports 
which  he  has  demanded,  and  sends  them  accord- 
ingly- 

The  president  regrets  that  an  erroneous  appreci- 
ation of  the  measures  which  he  has  deemed  it  his 
duty  to  take  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  should 
have  induced  Mr.  Gorostiza  to  terminate  his  mis- 
sion. The  president  hopes,  however,  that  the 
Mexican  government  will  do  him  more  justice. — 
To  prevent  all  misapprehension,  he  will  take  pro- 
per steps  and  will  send  to  Mr.  Ellis  such  instruc- 
tions as  will  enable  him  to  make  the  necessary  ex- 
planations. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportuni- 
ty to  renew  to  Mr.  Gorostiza  the  assurance  of  his 
most  distinguished  consideration, 

(Signed)  ASBURY  DICKENS. 

To  his  excellency  senor  D.  Manuel  E.  de  Gorostiza. 


“REFORM  OR  REVOLUTION”  IN  MARY- 
LAND. 

INTERESTING  CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  annexed  additional  correspondence  between 
colonel  Sellman  and  the  whig  electors  of  senate, 
took  place  on  Saturday. 

Annapolis,  Ylth  Nov.  1836. 
Gentlemen:  In  a correspondence  previously 
had  with  you  in  reference  to  your  views  upon  the 
subject  of  reform,  you  have  signified  your  readi- 
ness to  approve  or  consent  to  “constitutional  re- 
form.” 

You  will  oblige  me,  and  promote  the  end  we  all. 
I hope,  have  in  view,  by  stating  whether,  by  the 
use  of  this  term,  you  meant  to  be  understood  as  in- 
tending to  express  your  intention  to  elect  a senate 
to  promote  the  call  of  a convention,  by  the  legisla- 
ture of  the  state,  for  the  purpose  of  reforming  the 
constitution;  provided  that  the  call  of  such  a con- 
vention should  be  required  by  a majority  of  the 
people,  upon  the  submission  of  that  question  to 
them,  by  an  act  of  the  next  legislature.  I am,  gen- 
tlemen, most  respectfully,  your  ob’t  serv’t, 

'JOHN  S.  SELLMAN. 

To  Messrs.  Heard  and  Leigh,  Kent  and  Dalrymple, 
Brawner  and  Merrick,  Pratt  and  Duvall,  Beall 
and  Bruce,  Vic’ccrs  and  Gale,  Hicks  and  Lake, 
Handy  and  Williams,  Spence  and  Franklin,  Dud- 
ley and  Dicldnson,  Ephraim  Gaither. 

Senate  chamber,  Annapolis,  Nov.  19th,  1836. 
John  S.  Sellman,  esq.  member  of  the  electoral  college. 

Sin:  Your  note  ol  this  day  asking  us  to  say 
whether  in  a letter  addressed  to  you  on  the  29th 
ultimo,  by  some  of  the  undersigned,  and  which 
forms  a part  of  the  published  correspondence  be- 
tween you  and  them,  the  term  “constitutional  re- 
form” was  to  be  understood  in  a particular  sense 
specified  by  you,  has  been  received;  and  in  reply 
we  beg  leave  respectfully  to  inform  you  that  these 
words  were  used  not  in  a restricted,  but  in  their 
full  and  most  comprehensive  sense — that  is — it  was 
intended  in  that  letter  to  convey  the  idea  that  in 
the  opinion  of  those  who  signed  it,  in  which  opi- 
nion the  undersigned  fully  concur,  (should  the  re- 
quired electoral  quorum  be  obtained)  a senate 
would  be  elected  whose  known  principles  would 
lead  them  to  endeavor  to  effect  all  such  amend- 
ments of  the  constitution  as  the  interests  and  happi- 
ness of  the  people  of  the  state  might  require;  in  do- 
ing which  they  would  of  course  select  any  mode, 
by  convention  or  otherwise,  consistent  with  the 
principles  and  provisions  of  that  instrument,  which 
their  enlightened  judgments,  due  regard  being  had 
to  the  wishes  of  the  people  and  the  various  inter- 
ests of  the  state,  might  determine  to  be  the  best. 

We  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  most  ob’t 
serv’ts, 

Benedict  J.  Heard, 

George  Vickers, 

Sam’l  J.  K.  Handy, 

Henry  Franklin, 

Henry  Brawner, 

George  W.  Duvall, 

Solomon  Dickinson, 

James  Kent, 

Ephraim  Gaither, 

Andrew  Bruce, 


JOURNAL  OF  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 
ELECTORAL  COLLEGE. 

Saturday.  November  19th,  1836. 

The  electors  met.  On  calling  the  roll,  the  same 
electors  appeared  and  answered  to  their  names  as 
on  yesterday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pratt,  the  electors  adjourned 
until  half  past  three  o’clock,  P.  M. 


Half  past  three  o’clock,  P.  M. 
The  electors  met.  On  calling  the  roll,  the  same 
electors  appeared  and  answered  to  their  names  as 
in  the  forenoon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Merrick,  the  electors  proceed- 
ed to  organize,  when  Benedict  I.  Heard,  esq.  of  St. 
Mary’s  county,  was  elected  chairman,  and  Joseph 
H.  Nicholson  appointed  clerk. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brawner,  the  following  order 
was  read  and  adopted: 

Ordered,  that  Mr.  Andrew  Slicer  be  appointed 
messenger,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Peaco,  doorkeeper  to 
this  college. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pratt,  it  was  ordered,  that  the 
chair  appoint  a committee  to  examine  and  inspect 
the  returns  of  election,  and  whether  they  have  been 
made  agreeably  to  the  constitution  and  the  laws; 
whereupon  Messrs.  Pratt,  Brawner,  Handy,  Spence 
and  Seliman  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pratt,  it  was  ordered,  that  the 
messenger  be  sent  to  Mr.  Sellman  to  inform  him 
that  the  college  is  now  in  session,  that  he  has  been 
appointed  a member  of  the  committee  of  elections, 
and  that  his  attendance  is  forthwith  requested. 

Mr.  Sellman  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Wesley  Linthicum,  one  of  the  electors  returned 
for  Anne  Arundel  county,  Dr.  Enoch  George  and 
John  B.  Thomas,  electors  returned  for  Queen  Anne’s 
county,  and  Marcy  Fountain,  an  elector  returned 
for  Caroline  county,  appeared,  qualified  by  taking 
the  oaths  required  by  the  constitution  and  the  laws, 
and  by  declaring  their  belief  in  the  Christian  reli- 
gion and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Pratt,  from  the  committee  on  elections,  sub- 
mitted the  following  report,  which  was  read  and 
concurred  in. 

The  committee  on  elections  report,  that  they 
have  examined  the  returns  of  the  judges  of  the 
elections  for  the  several  counties,  and  for  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  and  find  by  the. said  returns,  the  fol- 
lowing persons  are  elected,  declared  and  duly  re- 
turned electors  of  the  senate  of  Maryland,  namely, 
for  St.  Mary’s  county,  George  S.  Leigh  and  Bene- 
dict I.  Heard;  for  Kent  county,  George  Vickers 
and  James  P.  Gale;  for  Anne  Arundel  county, 
John  S.  Sellman  and  Wesley  Linthicum;  for  Cal- 
vert county,  James  Kent  and  James  A.  D.  Dalrym- 
ple; for  Charles  county,  Henry  Brawner  and  Wil- 
liam D.  Merrick;  for  Baltimore  county,  Ephraim 
Bell  and  George  Ellicott;  for  Talbot  county,  Solo- 
mon Dickinson  and  George  Dudley;  for  Somerset 
coqntyj  William  Williams  and  Samuel  J.  K.  Han- 
dy; for  Dorchester  county,  William  W.  Lake  and 
Thomas  H.  Hicks;  for  Cecil  county,  John  Evans 
and  George  A Thomas;  for  Prince  George’s  coun- 
ty, George  W.  Duvall  and  Thomas  G.  Pratt;  for 
Queen  Anne’s  county,  Enoch  George  and  John  B. 
Thomas;  for  Worcester  county,  Thomas  A.  Spence 
and  Henry  Franklin;  for  Frederick  county,  Caspar 
Quynn  and  John  Fisher;  for  Harford  county,  Tho- 
mas Hope  and  Samuel  Sutton:  for  Caroline  coun- 
ty, Robert  T.  Keene  and  Marcy  Fountain;  for 
Baltimore  city,  Joshua  Vansant;  for  Washington 
county,  .Robert  Wason  and  Charles  McGill;  for 
Montgomery  county,  Ephraim  Gaither  and  Wash- 
ington Duvall;  for  Allegany  county,  Richard  Beall 
and  Andrew  Bruce;  and  that  no  return  has  been 
made  for  the  city  of  Annapolis.  All  of  which  is 
respectfully  submitted, 

THOMAS  G.  PRATT,  chairman. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Merrick,  the  electors  proceed- 
ed to  the  election  of  a senate:  accordingly  the  bal- 
lot box  was  prepared  and  the  ballots  deposited 
therein:  it.  was  sealed  up  and  delivered  to  Messrs. 
Merrick,  Sellman  and  Hicks,  who  were  charged  to 
count  the  ballots  and  report  the  result:  they  retired, 
and  alter  a time  returned  and  reported  that  on  ex- 
amination they  had  found  that  there  were  26  votes 
given  in  all;  of  which  Levi  Hillery  received  21 
votes,  Richard  J.  Bowie  21  votes,  John  V.  L. 
McMahon  21  votes,  Richard  Thomas  21  votes, 
John  Beckett  21  votes,  William  Schley  21  votes, 
Robert  W.  Kent  21  votes,  William  Price  21  votes 
and  Elias  Brown  21  votes,  as  senators  of  the  West- 
ern Shore;  and  William  U.  Purnell  received  21 
votes,  William  T.  Goldsborough  21  votes,  Thomas 
King  Carroll  21  votes,  Edward  N.  Hambleton  21 
votes,  James  B.  Ricaud  21  votes  and  Thomas 
Wright,  of  Thomas  21  votes,  as  senators  of  the 
Eastern  Shore;  whereupon  it  was  declared  that  i'or 
the  Western  Shore, 

SENATORS 

Levi  Hilleary,  of  Allegany  county, 

Richard  J.  Bowie,  of  Montgomery  county, 

John  V.  L.  McMahon,  of  Baltimore  city, 

Richard  Thomas,  of  St.  Mary’s  count}', 

John  Beckett,  of  Calvert  county, 

William  Schley,  of  Frederick  county, 

Robert  W.  Kent,  of  Anne  Arundel  county, 
William  Price,  of  Washington  county, 

Elias  Brown,  of  Baltimore  county; 


George  S.  Leigh, 
William  Williams, 
Thomas  A.  Spence, 
W in.  D.  Merrick, 
Thomas  G.  Pratt, 
William  W.  Lake, 
George  Dudley, 

J.  A.  D.  Dalrymple, 
Richard  Beall. 


And  for  the  Eastern  Shore, 

William  U.  Purnell,  of  Worcester  county, 

Wm.  T.  Goldsborough,  of  Dorchester  county, 
Thomas  King  Carroll,  of  Somerset  county, 
Edward  N.  Hambleton,  of  Talbot  county, 

James  B.  Ricaud,  of  Kent  county, 

Tlios.  Wright,  (of  Thos.)  of  Queen  Anne’s  co. 
are  duly  elected  the  senate  of  Maryland,  for  and 
during  the  term  prescribed  by  the  constitution  and 
form  of  government. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pratt,  the  following  order  was 
read  and  adopted: 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  record  the  proceedings 
of  this  body  in  the  record  book  provided  for  that 
purpose,  and  now  deposited  in  the  library; 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Merrick,  the  electors  took  a 
recess  until  nine  o’clock,  P.  M. 

Nine  o’clock,  P.  M. 

The  electors  met.  On  calling  the  roll,  the  same 
electors  appeared  and  answered  to  their  names  as 
before  the  recess. 

We  certify  that  the  aforegoing  is  a true  copy  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  electors  of  the  senate  of  Mary- 
land. Witness  our  hands  this  19th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1836. 


Benedict  I.  Heard,  ch’n 
George  S.  Leigh, 

George  Vickers, 

James  P.  Gale, 

John  S.  Sellman, 
Wesley  Linthicum, 
James  Kent, 

James  A.  D.  Dalrymple, 
H.  Brawner, 

William  D.  Merrick, 
Solomon  Dickinson, 
Georje  Dudley, 

W.  Williams,  jr. 


Samuel  J.  K.  Handy, 
William  W.  Lake, 
Thoms  H.  Hicks, 

G.  W.  Duvall, 
Thomas  G.  Pratt, 
Enoch  George, 

John  B.  Thomas, 

T.  A.  Spence, 

Henry  Franklin, 
Marcy  Fountain, 
Ephraim  Gaither, 
Richard  Beall, 
Andrew  Bruce, 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Beall,  the  electors  adjourned, 
sine  die. 

Attest: 


JOSEPH  H.  NICHOLSON,  clerk. 


AARON  BURR. 

The  history  of  Aaron  Burr  (says  the  editor  of 
the  Cincinnati  Gazette)  is  a most  instructive  one. 
I am  one  of,  perhaps,  the  few  that  never  gave  any 
credence  to  the  charge  of  treason  against  him. — 
He  sought,  I am  firmly  persuaded,  only  to  do  that 
which  American  citizens  are  now  doing  in  Texas 
with  the  approbation  of  their  countrymen.  He 
was  marked  for  destruction,  and  destroyed.  His- 
tory' durst  not  tell  for  whom,  nor  for  what. 

When  his  term  as  vice  president  expired,  he 
took  leave  of  the  senate  in  a manner  that  made  the 
deepest  impression.  The  scene  was  represented 
as  altogether  extraordinary.  Almost  every  sena- 
tor found  himself  dissolved  in  tears. 

The  following  account  of  it  was  given  in  the 
Washington  Federalist,  then  printed  in  Washing- 
ton city: 

On  Saturday,  the  2d  inst.  (March,  1805),  Mr. 
Burr  took  leave  of  the  senate — this  was  done  at  a 
time  when  the  doors  were  closed,  the  senate  be- 
ing engaged  in  executive  business,  and  of  course 
w'hen  there  were  no  spectators.  It  is,  however, 
universally  said  to  have  been  the  most  dignified, 
sublime  and  impressive  that  ever  was  uttered;  and 
the  effect  which  it  produced  justified  those  epi- 
thets. I will  give  you  the  best  account  I have 
been  able  to  obtain  from  the  senators  of  several 
states,  as  well  federal  as  republican. 

Mr.  Burr  began  by  saying  that  he  intended  to 
pass  the  day  with  them,  but  the  increase  of  a slight 
indisposition  (sore  throat)  had  determined  him  to 
take  his  leave  of  them.  He  touched  slightly  on  some 
of  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  house,  and  recom- 
mended, in  one  or  two  points,  alterations,  of  which 
he  briefly  explained  the  reasons  and  principles. 

He  then  said  that  he  was  sensible  that  he  must 
at  times  have  wounded  the  feelings  of  individual 
members.  He  had  ever  avoided  entering  into  any 
explanations  at  the  time,  because  a moment  of  irri- 
tation was  not  the  moment  for  explanation;  because 
his  position  (being  in  the  chair)  rendered  it  impos- 
sible to  enter  into  explanations  without  obvious 
danger  of  consequences,  which  might  hazard  the 
dignity  of  the  senate,  or  prove  disagreeable  and  in- 
jurious in  more  than  one  point  of  view.  That  he 
had,  therefore,  preferred  to  leave  to  their  reflections 
his  justification;  that  on  his  part  he  had  no  injuries 
to  complain  of — if  any  had  been  done  or  attempted, 
he  was  ignorant  of  the  authors,  and  if  he  had  ever 
heard  them  he  had  forgotten  them,  for  he  thanked 
God  he  had  no  memory  for  injuries.  He  doubted 
not  but  they  had  found  occasion  to  observe  that  to 
be  prompt  was  not  therefore  to  be  precipitate,  and 
that  to  act  without  delay  was  not  always  to  act 
without  reflection — that  error  was  often  to  be  pre- 
ferred to  indecision — that  his  errors,  whatever  they 
might  have  been,  were  those  of  rule  and  principle 
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and  not  of  caprice;  that  it  could  not  be  deemed  ar- 
rogance in  him  to  say  that,  in  his  official  conduct, 
he  had  known  no  party — no  cause — no  friend. — 
That  if,  in  the  opinion  of  any,  the  discipline  which 
had  been  established  approached  to  rigor,  they 
would  at  least  admit  that  it  was  uniform  and  indis- 
criminate. 

He  further  remarked  that  the  ignorant  and  un- 
thinking affected  to  treat  as  unnecessary  and  fasti- 
dious a rigid  attention  to  rules  and  decorum;  but 
he  thought  nothing  trivial  which  touched,  however 
remotely,  the  dignity  of  that  body;  and  he  appealed 
to  their  experience  for  the  justice  of  this  sentiment, 
and  urged  them  in  language  the  most  impressive, 
and  iD  a manner  the  most  commanding,  to  avoid 
the  smaller  relaxation  of  the  habits  which  he  had 
endeavored  to  inculcate  and  establish. 

But  he  challenged  their  attention  to  considera- 
tions more  momentous  than  any  which  regarded 
merely  their  personal  honor  and  character — the  pre- 
servation of  the  law  of  liberty  and  the  constitution. 
This  house,  said  he,  is  a sanctuary  and  a citadel  of 
laws,  of  order,  of  liberty;  and  it  is  here — in  this 
exalted  refuge — here,  if  any  where,  will  resistance 
be  made  to  the  storms  of  popular  frenzy  and  the  si- 
lent arts  of  corruption;  and  if  the  constitution  be 
destined  ever  to  perish  by  the  sacrilegious  hands  of 
the  demagogue  or  the  usurper,  (which  God  avert!) 
its  expiring  agonies  will  be  witnessed  on  this  floor. 

He  then  adverted  to  those  afflicting  sensations 
which  attended  a final  separation — a dissolution, 
perhaps  forever,  of  the  associations  which  he  hoped 
had  been  mutually  satisfactory.  He  consoled  him- 
self, however,  and  them,  with  the  reflections,  that 
though  separated,  they  would  be  engaged  in  the 
common  cause  of  disseminating  principles  of  free- 
dom and  social  order.  He  should  always  regard 
the  proceedings  of  that  body  with  interest  and  with 
solicitude — he  should  feel  for  their  honor,  and  the 
national  honor,  so  intimately  connected  with  it — 
and  took  his  leave  with  expressions  of  personal  re- 
spect, and  with  prayers  and  wishes,  &c.  &.e. 

In  this  cold  relation,  a distant  reader,  especially 
one  to  whom  col.  Burr  is  not  personally  known,  will 
be  at  a loss  to  discern  the  cause  of  those  extraordi- 
nary emotions  which  were  excited— the  whole  se- 
nate were  in  tears,  and  so  unmanned,  that  it  was 
half  an  hour  before  they  could  recover  themselves 
sufficiently  to  come  to  order  and  choose  a vice  pre- 
sident pro  tem. 

At  the  president’s  on  Monday,  two  of  the  sena- 
tors were  relating  these  circumstances  to  a circle 
which  had  collected  round  them;  one  said  that  he 
wished  that  the  tradition  might  be  preserved  as  one 
of  the  most  extraordinary  events  he  had  ever  wit- 
nessed; another  senator,  being  asked  on  the  day  fol- 
lowing that  on  which  Mr.  Burr  took  his  leave,  how 
long  he  was  speaking,  after  a moment’s  pause,  said 
he  could  form  no  idea — it  might  have  been  an  hour, 
and  it  might  have  been  but  a moment;  when  he 
came  to  his  senses  he  seemed  to  have  awakened 
from  a kind  of  trance. 

The  characteristics  of  the  vjce  president’s  man- 
ner seemed  to  have  been  elevation  arid  dignity,  a 
consciousness  of  superiority,  &c.;  nothing  of  that 
whining  adulation,  those  canting,  hypocritical  com- 
plaints of  want  of  talents,  assurance  of  his  endea- 
vors to  please  them,  hopes  of  their  favor,  ike.  &c. 
On  the  contrary,  he  told  them  explicitly  that  he  had 
determined  to  pursue  a conduct  which  his  judg- 
ment should  approve,  and  which  should  secure  tile 
suffrage  of  his  own  conscience;  and  he  had  never 
considered  who  else  should  be  pleased  or  displeased, 
although  it  was  but  justice  on  this  occasion  to  thank 
them  for  their  deference  and  respect  to  his  official 
conduct,  the  constant  and  uniform  support  he  had 
received  from  every  member,  for  their  prompt  ac- 
quiescence in  his  decisions,  and  to  remark,  to  their 
honor,  that  they  had  never  descended  to  a single 
motion  of  passion  or  embarrassment:  and,  so  far  was 
he  from  apologizing  for  his  defects,  that  he  told  them 
that,  on  reviewing  the  decisions  he  had  occasion  to 
make,  there  was  no  one  which,  on  reflection,  he  was 
disposed  to  vary  or  retract. 

As  soon  as  the  senate  could  compose  themselves 
sufficiently  to  choose  a president  pro  tem.  they 
came  to  the  following  resolution: 

“Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of  the 
senate  be  presented  to  Aaron  Burr,  in  testimony  of 
the  impartiality,  dignity  and  ability  with  which  he 
has  presided  over  their  deliberations,  and  of  their 
entire  approbation  of  his  conduct  in  the  discharge 
of  the  arduous  and  important  duties  assigned  him  as 
president  of  the  senate;  and  that  Mr.  Smith,  of  Ma- 
ryland, and  Mr.  White  [of  Delaware]  be  a commit- 
tee to  wait  on  him  with  this  resolution. 

“Attest:  SAM.  A.  OTIS,  secretary.,, 

To  which  resolution  col.  Burr  returned  the  fol- 
owing  answer  to  the  senate: 

“Next  to  the  satisfaction  arising  from  a consci- 
ousness of  having  discharged  my  duty,  is  that  which 


is  derived  from  the  approbation  of  those  who  have 
been  the  constant  witnesses  of  my  conduct;  and  the 
value  of  this  testimony  of  their  esteem  is  greatly 
enhanced  by  the  promptitude  with  which  it  is  of- 
fered. 

“I  pray  you  to  accept  my  respectful  acknow- 
ledgments, and  the  assurance  of  my  inviolable  at- 
tachment to  the  interest  and  dignity  of  the  senate. 

“AARON  BURR.” 

How  prophetic  (so  far,  at  least)  the  sentiments 
of  A.  Burr!  The  senate  have  stood,  like  Joshua, 
in  holy  writ,  between  the  living  and  the  dead,  for 
the  term  of  the  Jeroboam  administration,  and  staid 
the  plague.  What  that  body  is  soon  to  become, 
we  know  not;  but  we  trust  they  will  remain  true 
to  their  station  under  the  constitution. 

[ Cincinnati  Gazette. 

FROM  LIBERIA. 

From  the  Frederick  (Md.)  Herald. 

The  following  letter,  which  has  been  obligingly 
handed  us  for  insertion,  is  from  a colored  man  who 
left  this  neighborhood  some  two  or  three  years  ago 
for  Cape  Palmas;  it  conveys  a flattering  account  of 
the  happiness  of  his  present  condition,  in  compari- 
son with  his  former.  It  will  be  read  with  interest 
by  those  who  knew  him,  as  conveying  information 
which  may  be  relied  on  with  certainty,  and  as  con- 
tradicting falsehoods  which  have  been  widely  cir- 
culated in  relation  to  this  prospering  colony: 

Cape  Palmas,  Sept.  4,  1836. 

Dear  sir:  I have  received  and  read  your  very 
kind  letter  of  June  27th,  with  a satisfaction  in  some 
degree  proportioned,  I humbly  trust,  to  your  Chris- 
tian courtesy  and  affection;  and  I feel  that  I never 
can  be  too  sensible  of  your  merit,  nor  too  grateful 
to  you  for  the  pains  you  have  taken  to  communi- 
cate so  desirable  information  to  me  and  my  family. 
An  anxious  solicitude  (as  you  anticipated)  for  the 
welfare  of  my  children  and  the  situation  of  my 
friends  and  neighbors,  had  long  borne  with  oppres- 
sive weight  upon  my  mind.  Many  a tear  and  wake- 
ful hour  can  witness  how  ardently  I desired  to  hear 
from  them,  if  nepmore,  before  I die;  but,  sir,  by  your 
kindness,  this  consuming  want  has  been  fully  re- 
dressed. I sincerely  lament  that  such  an  increduli- 
ty as  you  expressed,  and  one,  too,  so  replete  with 
embarrassment  and  difficulty  to  themselves  and  to 
their  color  universally,  exists  among  the  colored 
population  in  America  in  reference  to  the  existence 
of  such  a place  as  Cape  Palmas;  likewise  that  they 
question  and  try  to  invalidate  the  many  assertions 
that  emancipated  persons  wishing  to  come  to  Afri- 
ca, and  shipping  for  that  purpose,  according  to  the 
directions  of  the  Colonization  society,  do  not  safely 
arrive  at  that  place,  and  are  received  and  welcomed 
to  our  shores  as  free  people.  I lament  that  there 
are  designing  men  actuated  by  motives  of  self-inte- 
rest, or  party  spirit,  who  are  so  abandoned  by  truth 
and  uprightness  as  to  coin  and  circulate  such  glar- 
ing falsehoods.  We  are  here,  blessed  be  God,  and, 
though  some  weak  and  fickle  minded,  who  badly 
want  a master,  or  whose  minds  are  destitute  ol 
strength,  solidity,  or  enterprise,  may  look  to  the  land 
of  bondage,  long  for  their  chains,  talk  about  their 
fleshpots,  or  weep  for  the  tombs  of  their  fathers,  I 
and  many  others  are  determined  to  stay  here  to  live, 
and  here  to  die,  knowing  that  “better  is  a little  with 
contentment  than  much  and  trouble  therewith.” 

As  to  the  report  about  starvation,  of  which  you 
make  mention,  it  is  a palpable  falsehood;  I never 
wrote  it,  I never  thought  it,  and  what  grieves  me 
worse  than  all  is  that  Thave  any4relatives  concerned 
in  such  a fabrication;  and  if  they  continue  such  a 
course,  I awfully  fear  “the  curse  of  the  Lord  will 
be  upon  their  houses,  and  their  children  far  from 
safety.” 

I heard  from  Calbert  about  six  weeks  ago,  he  w'as 
then  well  and  doing  well;  but  as  to  the  young  wo- 
man you  wrote  of,  I am  not  prepared  to  communi- 
cate any  information.  Calbert  is  at  Caldwell,  one 
of  the  upper  colonies. 

Sir,  I feel  the  weight  and  importance  of  your  ap- 
peal to  my  Christian  sympathies,  and  have  already 
expressed  in  part  my  opinion  as  to  the  country  to 
which  I have  emigrated.  I have  had  but  one  mind, 
but  one  sentiment,  but  one  purpose;  that  is,  that 
the  hand  of  Almighty  God  is  in  it,  and  his  sleepless 
eye  over  it,  and  that  whosoever  avails  themselves 
of  the  opportunity  and  offer  of  the  society  may  be 
subsequently, nay. eternally  benefitted.  Butin  any 
place,  if  people  are  dissatisfied,  they  will  be  unhap- 
py and  miserable;  and  there  are  some  here  not 
pleased  with  the  place,  and  the  probability  is  that 
there  will  be  more  or  less  in  every  expedition.  All 
persons  have  not  enterprising  minds,  and  this  is  one 
essential  thing  in  people  circumstanced  as  we  are 
here.  This  is  the  reason  why  you  hear  of  so  many 
evil  reports  about  our  colonies;  but  for  my  own  part 
I see  nothing  here  to  frighten  people,  but  rather 
much  to  encourage  them. 


If  I know  any  thing  about  things  lovely  and  o 
good  report,  liberty,  civil  or  religious,  ought  to  in- 
spire any  slave  to  be  free;  but  when  both  these,  and 
many  other  things,  are  presented  as  incitements, 
the  spirit  of  freedom  should  impel  him  to  action; 
and  when  that  freedom  can  be  tegallv  and  quietly 
procured,  a circle  of  endeared  acquaintances,  the 
prospect  of  pecuniary'  benefit,  the  sepulchres  of  de- 
parted kindred  behind,  nor  difficulty  nor  danger  be- 
fore, should  restrain  him.  Though  I meet  with 
some  difficulties  here,  as  well  as  others,  it  is  not 
more  than  I expected,  and  I am  fully  persuaded  that 
no  man,  properly  weighing  the  matter,  need  lament 
the  hour  of  his  embarkation.  In  religion  1 enjoy 
myself  better  than  I ever  did  in  America,  and  bet- 
ter than  I ever  expected  here;  but  our  wav  is  open- 
ing, our  borders  are  enlarging,  and  the  churcn  is 
winning  its  widening  way  rapidly.  Upwards  of 
forty  have  been  added  to  us  this  year:  more  or  less 
of  every  expedition  is  brought  in.  Our  prospects 
among  the  natives  are  flattering,  and  we  are  pray- 
ing that  the  Great  Head  of  the  church  will  give  us 
a great  harvest  of  souls  among  these  ignorant  peo- 
ple. My  family  are  all  well.  I hope, "indeed,  that 
you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  answer  this,  and  let  me 
know  what  prospect  there  is  of  getting  my  chil- 
dren. I need  not  ask  you  this,  you  will  "do  all  for 
me  you  can.  Give  my  regards  to  all  that  inquire  af- 
ter me. 

I am,  dear  sir,  your  very  obliged,  humble  serv’t, 
JACOB  GROSS. 

To  Chester  Coleman,  Esq.  Frederick  city,  Md. 


VOYAGE  IN  SEARCH  OF  LOST  WHALERS. 

From  the  London  Nautical  Magazine. 

VOYAGE  OF  H.  M.  S.  COVE,  CAPT.  JAMES  ROSS,  IN 
SEARCH  OF  THE  LOST  WHALERS. 

While  the  Cove  was  at  Stromness  on  her  outward 
course,  captain  Ross  received  intimation  from  the 
admiralty  of  the  arrival  of  the  Abram,  of  Hull,  and 
of  her  having  drifted  southward  with  the  pack  to 
the  54th  degree  of  north  latitude.  In  consequence 
of  this  information,  he  deemed  it  expedient  to  de- 
part to  a certain  extent  from  the  instructions  of  the 
admiralty.  Accordingly,  he  made  for  the  pack- 
edge  in  the  above  mentioned  latitude,  but,  owing  to 
the  unfavourable  weather,  he  did  not  succeed  in 
gaining  it  until  the  7th  of  April.  Between  that 
date  and  the  27th  of  May,  captain  Ross  made  a 
careful  examination  of  the  main  pack-edge  between 
the  54th  and  55th  degree  of  latitude,  and  failing  to 
discover  any  traces  of  the  Lady  Jane  or  William 
Torr,  he  stood  over  to  Holsteinburg,  for  the  purpose 
of  falling  in  with  the  boom-vessel,  which  he  ex- 
pected to  join  him  there  on  the  first  of  June. — 
Here  the  Cove  remained  for  some  days,  obtaining  a 
supply  of  water,  and  completing  the  requisite  re- 
pairs. The  Undaunted,  of  Ivirkaldy,  had  previous- 
ly announced  to  captain  Ross  the  arrival  of  the  La- 
dy Jane  in  England,  but  of  the  William  Torr*  no 
tidings  could  be  procured.  The  Terror  boom-ves- 
sel not  appearing,]  the  Cove  proceeded  to  Whale- 
fish  Islands,  the  last  appointed  rendezvous  for  the 
Terror,  and  arrived  there  on  the  14th  of  June.  On 
the  19th  of  the  same  month  the  commander  receiv- 
ed a communication  from  the  admiralty,  intimating, 
that  in  consequence  of  the  arrival  oi'  the  Abram, 
and  of  a statement  made  bv  Mr.  William  Tattler, 
master  of  the  Jane,  the  sailing  of  the  Terror  had 
been  countermanded  as  unnecessary. 

Captain  Ross  was  directed  to  proceed  homewards, 
after  making  every  practicable  endeavour  to  relieve 
the  William  Torr,  in  the  quarter  where  he  might 
consider  her  most  likely  to  be  found,  on  receiving 
the  additional  information.  Though  regretting  that 
he  had  not  the  means  of  penetrating  to  the  west 
land  of  Baffin’s  bay,  the  commander,  guided  by  the 
statement  of  Mr.  Tather,  that  the  William  Torr 
was  seen  on  the  lfith  of  October,  45  miles  S.  E.  of 
Cape  Searle,  and  drifting  to  the  southward— deem- 
ed it  his  duty  tot advance  to  the  quarter  thus  decid- 
edly indicated,  and  thence  endeavor  to  prosecute 
his  inquiries  at  one  of  the  northern  settlements  on 
the  coast  of  Labrador.  Before  his  departure  he  pro- 
ceeded through  the  Waygatz  strait,  for  the  purpose 

‘The  only  tidings  received  of  this  unfortunate 
ship  appear  to  be  "the  following  extract  from  the 
Hull  Packet: — “The  William  Torr,  Greenock,  Au- 
gust 27.  The  Antilles  arrived  here  to-day  from 
Venice  and  Trieste,  sailed  from  the  latter  port  on 
the  25th  of  June,  and  got  down  the  Adriatic  in  four 
days;  had  afterwards  much  calm  weather  in  the 
Mediterranean,  and  passed  Gibraltar  four  weeks 
ago.  On  the  17th  ult.  lat.  46  deg.  11m.  N.  long. 
170  deg.  30m.  W.  picked  up  a large  oil  cask,  brand- 
ed ‘William  Ton  ,’  supposed  to  belong  to  the  miss- 
ing whaler.” 

fThis  vessel  was  to  have  been  taken  out  by 
commander  Belcher,  R.  N. 
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of  communicating  with  the  whaling  ships  to  the 
northward.  On  the  first  of  July  he  reached  Fore 
Island  point,  in  lat.  70,  40,  N.  and  long.  67  W. 
where  he  found  about  fifty  vessels  detained  by  the  j 
ice.  Repassing  the  Waygatz  strait,  he  bore  to  the 
westward  and  reached  the  packing,  lat.  69  N.  and 
long.  574-  W.  and  gained  the  spot  where  the  Wil- 
liam Torr  was  alleged  to  have  been  last  seen,  on 
the  13th  of  July.  A careful  examination  of  the 
pack  was  made  at  this  place.  On  the  14th  ot  July 
the  Cove  fell  in  with  three  whalers,  the  Eclipse, 
Commerce  and  Resolution,  the  masters  of  which 
vessels,  as  well  as  those  to  the  northward,  gave  the 
most  solemn  assurances  that,  although  they  believ- 
ed the  William  Torr  to  be  to  the  southward,  still 
they  would  use  their  best  endeavors  to  examine  the 
whole  of  the  west  land  for  the  crew.  In  the  face 
of  many  difficulties,  arising  from  foggy  weather 
and  heavy  south  easterly  swells,  capt.  J.  Ross  per- 
severed in  exploring  the  pack  to  the  southward. — 
His  progress  was  impeded  by  a barrier,  of  heavy 
and  extensive  floes  drifting  to  the  southward,  at  a 
distance  from  fifty  to  seventy  miles  from  the  land. 

After  many  ineffectual  attempts  to  penetrate  this 
barrier,  he  at  last  succeeded  in  again  entering  the 
pack,  and  in  advancing  through  it  to  the  settlement 
of  Okkah,  in  lat.  57^  N.  where  it  was  hoped  that 
the  missionaries  of  the  Unitas  Fratrum,  resident  at 
that  place,  would  be  able  to  communicate  some  in- 
formation respecting  the  William  Torr.  No  ac- 
count, however,  of  that  vessel,  or  the  crew,  could 
be  given  by  the  missionaries,  who  declared  that  it 
was  impossible  for  any  ship,  or  the  crew  of  any 
ship  to  nave  approached  that  shore  on  the  north  or 
south,  within  three  hundred  miles  of  the  settlement, 
without  their  being  speedily  apprised  of  the  fact. 

Under  all  the  circumstances — having  closely  exa- 
mined the  pack  from  the  54th  to  the  69th  degree  of 
north  latitude — it  appeared  to  captain  Ross  that  all 
that  the  vessel  under  his  command  was  capable  of 
effecting  had  been  accomplished.  Presuming  upon 
the  correctness  of  the  information  furnished  by  Mr. 
Tather,  he  feared  that  the  William  Torr,  if  she  had 
not  returned  to  England,  had  been  wrecked  in  the 
pack;  but  he  still  indulged  the  hope  that  she  had 
wintered  on  the  west  coast  of  Baffins  bay,  in  which 
case  her  crew  would  most  certainly  have  been  dis- 
covered by  some  of  the  whale  ships. 

The  Cove  weighed  anchor  on  the  4th  of  August, 
passed  through  Pentland  Frith  on  the  19th  ult.  and 
arrived  in  sound  condition  and  with  all  hands  in 
perfect  health,  after  a most  perilous,  and,  we  grieve 
to  add,  an  unsuccessful  service. 

FOREIGN  EXTRACTS. 

The  Chronique  de  Paris  relates  the  following  ex- 
traordinary scene  as  having  taken  place  at  the  court 
of  assizes,  the  truth  of  which,  however,  we  do  not 
take  upon  ourselves  to  vouch  for.  A youth  of  about 
19  was  brought  to  trial  for  having  broken  the  win- 
dow of  a baker’s  shop  and  stolen  a two-pound  loaf. 
The  president — “Why  did  you  steal  the  loaf?” — 
Prisoner — “I  was  driven  by  hunger.”  “Why  did 
you  not  buy  it!”  “Because  l had  no  money.” — 
“But  you  have  a gold  ring  on  your  finger,  why  did 
you  not  sell  it?”  “I  am  a foundling.  When  I 
was  taken  from  the  bank  of  a ditch,  this  ring  was 
suspended  from  my  neck  by  a silken  cord,  and  I 
keep  it  in  the  hope  of  thereby  discovering  at  last 
who  were  my  parents.  I cannot  dispose  of  it.” — 
The  procureur  du  roi  made  a violent  speech  against 
the  prisoner,  who  was  found  guilty  and  sentenced 
to  imprisonment  for  5 years.  Immediately  upon 
this,  a woman,  more  worn  down  by  poverty  than  age, 
came  forward  and  made  the  following  declaration: 
“Gentlemen  of  the  jury.  Twenty  years  ago,  a 
young  woman  was  seduced  by  a young  man  of  the 
same  town,  who  after  deceiving  her  abandoned  her. 
Poor  and  distressed,  she  was  obliged  to  leave  her 
child  to  the  care  of  Providence.  The  child  has 
since  grown  up,  and  the  woman  and  her  seducer 
have  grown  older.  The  child  in  poverty,  the  wo- 
man in  misery,  and  her  seducer  in  prosperity.— 
They  are  now  all  three  in  court.  The  child  is  the 
unfortunate  prisoner  whom  you  have  just  pronounc- 
ed guilty;  the  mother  is  myself;  and  there  sits  the 
father,”  pointing  to  the  procureur  du  roi. 

Journey  under  water.  The  extraordinary  feat  of 
walking  under  the  water  for  the  distance  of  a mile 
was  performed  at  Weymouth  on  Monday,  Oct.  3d, 
by  Mr.  Joseph  Orchard,  the  celebrated  diver,  who 
Completed  this  unparalleled  undertaking  in  the  har- 
bor, walking  at  the  bottom  of  it  from  the  new  pier 
the  whole  length,  and  then  making  his  appearance 
by  landing  at  its  extremity,  bearing  a pewter  tan- 
kard, which  he  met  with  in  his  progress.  He  after- 
wards dived  again,  walked  under  the  water  across 
a portion  of  the  bay,  and  landed  at  the  stairs  oppo- 
site Luce’s  hotel,  amidst  the  cheers  of  an  immense 
■crowd  who  had  accompanied  and  watched  his  sub- 
marine excursion.  A boat,  having  an  air  pump 


and  necessary  apparatus  for  supplying  Mr.  Orchard 
with  fresh  air,  attended  him.  [ Bath  Chronicle. 

Chronomeicrs.  Chronometers  constructed  with 
glass  balance  strings,  instead  of  the  old  metallic 
ones,  are  now  in  course  of  trial  at  the  royal  obser- 
vatory. On  comparing  the  glass  with  the  metallic 
springs,  when  the  temperatures  were  raised  frow 
32  to  100  degrees,  it  was  found  that  while  the  loss 
in  24  hours,  in  the  gold  spring  was  8 minutes  4 se- 
conds— that  of  steel,  6 minutes  25  seconds — and 
that  of  platinium  2 minutes  31  seconds — that  of  a 
glass  spring  was  only  40  seconds.  These  differ- 
ences are  ascribed  by  the  inventors  principally  to 
the  different  degrees  in  which  the  substances  had 
their  elasticity  reduced  by  an  increase  of  tempera- 
ture. As  glass  was  thus  found  to  suffer  a much 
smaller  loss  of  elasticity  by  this  cause  than  metals, 
they  proceeded  to  construct  a glass  balance,  suited 
to  the  correction  of  the  small  error  still  occasioned 
by  this  cause,  employing  a glass  disc  for  this  pur- 
pose. The  computation  being  completed,  they  next 
tested  the  isocranisin  (uniformity  of  movement)  of 
the  glass  spring,  and  it  proved  to  be  as  perfect  as 
any  metallic  spring.  In  common  with  all  other  in- 
struments of  the  same  kind,  they  have  shown  a dis- 
position to  progressive  acceleration — the  cause  of 
which  is  but  little  known,  but  which  appears  to  be 
influenced  by  the  action  of  air. 

Medical  statistics.  A late  fashionable  physician, 
who  lor  some  years,  received  fees  to  the  amount  of 
£20,000  annually,  endeavored,  during  the  last  three 
years  of  his  life  to  ascertain  the  sources  of  the  dis- 
eases to  which  he  was  principally  indebted  for  his 
wealth.  After  comparing  the  memorandums  of 
each  year,  he  made  the  following  as  a comparative 
calculation: — Vauxhall,  theatres  arid  places  of  w or- 
ship, 1,600;  indulgence  in  wine,  spirits  and  smok- 
ing, 1,300;  indolence,  1,000;  sudden  changes  in  the 
atmosphere,  1,200;  prevalence  of  the  north  or  east 
winds,  1,800;  force  of  imagination,  1,506;  gluttony, 
1,300:  quack  medicines,  900;  love,  150;  grief,  850; 
unsuccessful  gambling,  900;  contagion,  900;  study, 
950;  reading  novels,  450;  of  the  doctor,  1,500. — 

* * * A surgeon  at  Madeley,  some  time  ago, 

produced  his  book  of  debts  to  some  of  the  temper- 
ance friends,  exhibiting  accounts  to  the  amount  of  I 
£ 1,300  owing  to  him  from  different  persons,  out  of 
which  it  appeared,  £300  were  for  natural  and  acci- 
dental causes:  all  the  rest  w as  the  result  of  drunken- 
ness. 

Various  speculations  are  afloat  as  to  the  marriage 
of  the  princess  Victoria.  The  German  papers  say 
that  the  duke  of  Brunswick  (the  reigning  duke)  has 
the  wishesof  William  IV  in  his  favor,  and  the  duke’s 
recent  visit  to  England  had  reference  to  this  union. 
If  such  a marriage  were  to  take  place,  the  dutchy 
of  Brunswick  would  become  part  of  the  British  do- 
minions; but  while  Hanover  is  felt  to  be  a burden, 
we  scarcely  can  desire  any  further  continental  ter- 
ritory. The  duke  of  Brunswick  here  referred  to  is 
not  the  mad  duke,  who  has  become  notorious  by 
his  late  balloon  ascent  with  Mrs.  Graham. 

Another  report  has  it  that  one  of  the  princes  of 
the  house  of  Orange  solicited  the  hand  of  the  prin- 
cess, and,  on  being  referred  to  her,  received  the 
cool  and  civil  reply  that  her  affections  were  fixed 
upon  another  prince!  It  is  said  that  the  young 
prince  of  Saxe  Cobourg  is  the  happy  man,  and  the 
sudden  visit  of  Leopold,  king  of  the  Belgians,  to 
England,  (he  arrived  last  week),  was  caused  by  his 
majesty’s  desire  to  conclude  matters,  so  as  to  insure 
the  marriage  of  his  nephew  with  the  princess.  She 
cannot  marry  w'ithout  the  consent  of  parliament, 
and,  at  any  rate,  the  match  would  scarcely  take 
place  until  May,  when  she  will  be  eighteen.' 

The  duke  of  Sussex  has  a son  and  daughter  by 
his  marriage  with  the  lady  Augusta  Murray,  to 
wdrom  he  was  married  at  Rome,  but  the  marriage 
was  set  aside  by  act  of  parliament;  lady  Augusta 
was  the  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Dunrnore.  Colonel 
d’Este,  the  son,  is  one  of  the  king’s  equerries,  and 
Mademoiselle  d’Este  is  to  be  married  immediately, 
at  Windsor  Castle,  to  the  prince  Ernest  of  Hesse 
Philippstale. 

A calculation  has  been  made  of  the  real  and  per- 
sonal property  of  the  peers,  which  shows  a very 
small  proportion  to  the  general  mass  of  wealth  in 
the  kingdom;  there  are 

Peers.  £ Total. 


4 annual  av’ge  of  property  of  250,000— 

-1  million. 

10 

do. 

do. 

100,000- 

-1 

do. 

20 

do. 

do. 

50,000- 

-1 

do. 

33 

do. 

do. 

30,000- 

-1 

do. 

50 

do. 

do. 

20,000- 

-1 

do 

100 

do. 

do. 

10, 000- 

-1 

do. 

200 

do. 

do. 

5,000- 

-1 

do. 

417  peers 

with  an 

annual 

property  of 

7 

millions, 

Five  of  these  seven  millions  are  entailed  proper- 
ty; tha'v  is,  must  descend  to  the  eldest  son  The 


gentry,  including  the  baronets,  have  five  millions 
more  of  entailed  property. 

Stupendous  undertaking.  The  most  dangerous 
place  for  bathers  in  the  world  is  the  Serpentine  ri- 
ver, in  Hyde  Park,  London.  The  place  now  oc- 
cupied by  this  noble  sheet  of  water  was  formerly 
a succession  of  gravel  pits,  so  that  the  looting  is  no 
where  secure;  and  many  a powerful  swimmer  has 
lost  his  life  by  being  entangled  in  the  masses  of 
river  weed.  Public  spirit  in  England  is  always  on 
the  alert  for  the  general  utility,  and  attention  is  now 
turned  to  this  matter.  The  London  Morning  Chro- 
nicle says: 

“Yesterday  morning,  at  six  o'clock,  a number  of 
workmen  and  excavators  were  set  to  work  (the 
dam  being  completed  for  the  purpose  on  Saturday 
last),  commencing  draining  the  immense  body  of 
water  out  of  the  Serpentine  river,  on  Kensington 
garden  side,  preparatory  to  cleansing  and  leveling 
the  bottom  of  it.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  intend- 
ed improvement  to  this  dangerous  river  w ill  have 
the  effect  of  preventing  the  numerous  fatal  accidents 
which  occur,  more  particularly  during  the  summer 
months  to  bathers.” 

Emancipation  of  females  from  the  harem.  Con- 
stantinople, Sept.  7.  The  4th  September  will  be 
chonicled  in  golden  letters  in  the  annals  of  the  se- 
raglio, and,  to  all  probability,  its  anniversary  will 
be  commemorated  by  the  future  generations  of  the 
Mussulman  women  as  the  aegira  of  their  deliver- 
ance from  the  bondage  under  which  the  stupid 
cruelty  of  man  had  for  ages  condemned  their  sex  to 
groan.  In  the  earlier  part  of  the  day  the  sultan 
sent  for  them  to  inform  them  that  he  had  resolved 
on  releasing  them  from  the  perpetual  imprisonment 
within  the  precincts  of  his  palace,  to  which  they 
had  hitherto  considered  themselves  condemned  for 
life,  and  on  granting  them  the  facility  of  occasion- 
ally seeking  recreation  out  of  doors.  They  might 
in  future,  whenever  disposed  to  frequent  any^of 
the  public  walks  on  the  Bosphorus,  freely  acquaint 
him  w ith  their  wish,  for  he  would  feel  it  a pleasure 
to  indulge  their  inclination.  It  were  mere  easy  to 
imagine  than  to  describe  the  pleasurable  sensation 
which  these  words  of  tho  sultan  produced  on  his 
fair  auditory.  Their  lord,  it  may  fairly  be  presum- 
ed, at  that  moment  appeared  to  their  eyes  as  an  an- 
gel sent  from  heaven  to  release  them  from  their 
fetters.  They  simultaneously  threw  themselves  at 
his  feet,  and  bedewed  them  with  heartfelt  gratitude. 
The  ladies  did  not,  it  may  readily  be  believed,  em- 
ploy much  time  before  the  toilette  mirror.  A few 
minutes  after  the  reception  of  these  glad  tidings 
they  were  already  embaiked,  proceeding  with  all 
the  rapidity  which  the  concentrated  energy  of  14 
sinewey  boatmen  could  impart  to  their  li<?ht  bark 
towards  Hunkiar  Skelisy.  A strange  coincidence 
must  it,  no  doubt,  have  appeared  to  them  that  this 
very  sweet  spot,  where  the  sultan  but  four  years 
previous  sacrificed  his  independence  on  the  altar  of 
Russian  perfidy,  should  become  the  theatre  of  the 
first  act  of  their  own  emancipation.  The  rapid 
movement  of  the  britschkas  and  the  loveliness  of 
the  valley  they  crossed,  soon  drove  away  apparent- 
ly all  gloomy  reflections  from  their  minds;  for  on 
their  arrival  at  the  delightful  Kiosqne  of  Tokat 
they  all  took  an  equally  active  part  in  the  scene  of 
merriment  and  frolics,  which  continued  without  in- 
termission until  the  lengthening  shades  from  the  sur- 
rounding hills  apprised  them"  it  was  high  time  to 
return  home.  So  enchanted  were  they  with  this 
day’s  pastime,  that  on  their  arrival  at  the  palace 
they  besought  the  sultan  to  allow  them  to  return  to 
Tokat  on  the  6th,  and  did  not  desist  from  their  ap- 
plications until  they  had  secured  his  consent.  * 

Machiavelli  avenged  by  the  booksellers.  The  fol- 
lowing is  an  amusing  bibliopolical  anecdote  A 
good  many  years  after  Machiavelli’s  death,  a cer- 
tain Jesuit  of  the  name  of  Luehesini,  published  a 
book  which  he  entitled  “Sciocchezzo  scorpete  nolle 
opere  del  Machiavelli,  de!  Padre  Luehesini.”  (Ab- 
surdities discovered  in  the  works  of  Machiavelli 
by  father  Luehesini.)  As  this  title  was  much  too 
long  to  put  on  a label  at  the  back  of  the  volume 
the  booksellers  of  that  day  reduced  it  to  “Scioc- 
chezzo Luehesini,”  (Absu'rdities  of  father  Luche- 
sini; ) and  by  that  simple  abbreviation  punished  the 
monk’s  insolence.  [Book  of  Table  Talk. 

The  brain.  M.  Couerbe,  a French  physician 
has  recently  examined  the  brain  of  a human  beinc 
with  a powerful  microscope,  by  which  means  he 
finds  it  presents  small  globules  slightly  eliptical 
in  shape.  These  are  larger  in  the  grey,  than  in  the 
white  substance  of  the  brain.  They' are  coa<mla- 
ble  by  acids,  like  those  of  the  biood  and  milk. 
The  analysis  finds,  besides  the  salts  discovered  by 
Vaiiquelin,  lactic  acid,  sulphur  and  phosphorus— a 
pulverulent  yellow  fat,  an  elastic  fat,  a reddish 
yellow  oil,  white  fatty  matter,  and  cholesterine 
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The  portions  which  abound  after  this  analysis,  or 
treatment  with  mther  and  alcohol,  is  mostly  com- 
posed of  albumen,  coagulated  globules,  and  of  mem- 
braneous substance.  The  elements  of  the  sub- 
sistances  obtained  by  the  analysis  of  Couerbet  are 
carbon  in  the  proportions  of  about  63  to  the  100 
parts,  hydrogen  10,  azote  51,  phosphorus  21,  sulphur 
2-j  and  oxygen  15,  in  each  of  the  five  above  men- 
tioned substances,  with  the  exception  of  the  last, 
(cholesterine),  in  which  carbon  is  in  the  proportion 
of  85,  hydrogen  12,  and  oxygen  3 in  the  100  parts. 

[Boston  Times. 

Unpublished  letters  of  Walter  Scott.  The  fol- 
lowing excellent  letter  of  Walter  Scott,  hitherto 
unpublished,  has  lately  appeared  in  the  London 
journals: 

“Sir:  Your  modest  and  sensible  letter  would  not 
have  remained  so  long  w’ithout  an  answer,  had  it 
not  reached  me  at  a time  of  severe  indisposition; 
even  at  present  I must  employ  another  hand  than 
my  own. 

“I  have  been  long  under  the  necessity  of  laying 
down  a positive  and  general  rule,  never  to  offer  an 
opinion  on  the  manuscript  poetry  of  unknown  cor- 
respondents. Besides  being  a most  burthensome 
tax  upon  my  time,  (for  I frequently  receive  two  or 
three  large  packets  in  a week),  I had  generally  the 
very  unpleasant  task  of  returning  such  answers  as 
were  disagreeable  to  my  correspondents.  In  fact, 
sir,  although  nothing  can  be  so  rare  as  that  high 
degree  of  poetical  talent  which  arrests  in  a strong 
degree  the  attention  of  the  public,  yet  nothing 
is  more  general  among  admirers  of  poetry  and  men 
of  imagination,  than  the  art  of  putting  together 
tolerable  and  even  good  verses.  In  some  cases, 
(and  I am  disposed  to  reckon  my  own  among  the 
number),  either  from  novelty  of  subject  or  style,  or 
peculiarity  of  information,  even  this  subordinate 
degree  of  talent  leads  to  considerable  literary  dis- 
tinction; but  nothing  can  be  more  precarious  than 
the  attempt  to  raise  one’s  self  from  obscurity,  and 
place  empty  and  tantalizing  objects  in  the  view,  di- 
verting the  poet  from  those  which  fairly  and  man- 
fully followed  out,  seldom  fail  to  conduct  worth  and 
industry  to  comfort  arid  independence. 

“I  by  no  means  advise  you  to  lay  aside  your 
taste  for  literature;  it  does  you  credit  as  a man,  and 
very  possibly  as  a man  of  talents.  But  those  powers 
which  can  make  verses  are  applicable  to  the  more 
useful  and  ordinary  purposes  of  life.  Your  situa- 
tion is  at  present  dependant;  but  there  is  none  so 
low  from  which  patience,  industry  and  persever- 
ance, cannot  raise  the  possessor  of  those  excellent 
qualities.  I would  only  advise  you  to  publish  in 
such  a shape  as  to  insure  a return  of  profit,  as  'ome 
compensation  for  adopting  the  thriftless  occupation 
of  a poet.  If  you  should  resort  to  subscription,  you 
are  at  liberty  to  put  down  my  name;  for  I scarce 
think  that  a man  who  writes  so  sensible  a letter 
can  be  guilty  of  the  folly  of  publishing  very  bad 
verses.  I am,  sir,  with  sincere  good  will,  your 
humble  servant,  WALTER  SCOTT. 

“Abbotsford,  31sf  March,  1813. 

“P.  S.  As  you  have  given  me  no  direction,  I 
can  only  use  the  general  one  pointed  out  by  your 
letter.” 


EDUCATION  IN  ENGLAND. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  the  report  of  the 
Manchester  Statistical  society  on  the  state  of  edu- 
cation in  Liverpool,  alluded  to  in  the  la3t  “Regis- 
ter.” 

• “With  few  exceptions  the  dame  schools  are  dark 
and  confined;  many  are  damp  and  dirty;  more  than 
one-half  of  them  are  used  as  dwelling,  dormitory 
and  school  room,  accommodating,  in  many  cases, 
families  of  seven  or  eight  persons.  Above  forty  of 
them  are  cellars. 

Of  the  common  day  schools  in  the  poorer  districts 
it  is  difficult  to  convey  any  adequate  idea;  so  close 
and  offensive  is  the  atmosphere  in  many  of  them,  as 
to  be  intolerable  to  a person  entering  from  the  open 
air,  more  especially  as  the  hour  for  quitting  school 
approaches.  The  dimensions  rarely  exceed  those 
of  the  dame  schools,  While  frequently  the  number 
of  scholars  is  more  than  double.  Bad  as  this  is,  it 
is  much  aggravated  by  filth  and  offensive  odours 
arising  from  other  causes. 

One  pointing  out  to  one  mistress  of  a dame 
school,  the  unfavorable  effect  these  circumstances 
must  produce  upon  the  children,  she  replied,  “They 
thrive,  best  in  dirt.” 

The  circumstance  which  proves  the  unwhole- 
some condition  of  many  of  these  schools,  is  the 
very  rapid  spread  of  infections  or  epidemic  disor- 
ders, which  occasionally  make  their  appearance  in 
them.  The  measles,  scarlet  fever,  small  pox  and 
ophthalmic  affections,  never  attack  one  scholar 
alone.  Frequently  one-half  of  the  scholars  are  af- 
fected at  the  same  time;  and  some  of  the  schools 


have  been  visited  at  times  when  two-thirds  of  the 
children,  usually  attending,  were  detained  at  home 
by  such  complaints.  These  cases  have  invariably 
occurred  in  the  most  unhealthy  and  ill  ventilated 
schools,  while  in  schools  more  favorably  circum- 
stanced, it  has  rarely  happened  that  more  than  three 
or  four  of  the  scholars  have  been  absent  on  account 
of  illness  at  the  same  time. 

In  a garret  up  three  pair  of  dark  broken  stairs 
was  a common  day  school,  with  forty  children,  in 
the  compass  of  ten  feet  by  nine.  On  a perch, 
forming  a triangle  with  the  corner  of  the  room,  sat 
a cock  and  two  hens;  under  a stump  bed,  imme- 
diately beneath  was  a dog  kennel,  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  three  black  terriers,  whose  barking,  added 
to  the  noise  of  the  children,  and  the  cackling  of  the 
fowls,  on  the  approach  of  a stranger,  were  almost 
deafening.  There  was  only  one  small  window,  at 
which  sat  the  master,  obstructing  three-fourths  of 
the  light  it  was  capable  of  admitting. 

At  another  school,  also  in  a garret,  very  much 
dilapidated,  and  only  nine  by  twelve  feet,  were 
thirty-eight  scholars;  not  more  than  six  of  these 
had  a book;  at  which  only  five  boys  could  be  ac- 
commodated at  the  same  time,  with  all  the  provi- 
sion for  writing  and  arithmetic.  The  room  below 
was  in  the  occupation  of  a cobbler,  whose  wife  lay 
ill  in  bed  of  a fever,  himself  pursuing  his  avocation 
near  the  bedside. 

Another  school  is  worthy  of  description.  The 
descent  is  by  a flight  of  narrow  steps,  fifteen  inches 
in  width,  and  covered  with  filth;  the  room  is  natu- 
rally dark,  but  is  rendered  doubly  so,  from  the  dirt 
without,  and  from  the  steam  within  the  windows; 
the  forms  are  composed  of  four  old  bed  stocks,  rest- 
ing on  brick  supports;  the  writing  desk  is  a three 
legged  table  or  stool,  accommodating  only  one 
scholar  at  a time.  The  master,  an  Irishman,  repre- 
sented himself  as  a “graduate  of  the  university  of 
Munster,  the  first  place  for  scholarship  in  all  Ire- 
land.” 

In  one  poor  school,  an  old  form  supplied  the 
place  of  a desk;  three  small  children  were  kneeling 
on  the  floor  to  write  at  it,  and  two  taller  ones  sat  on 
the  floor  with  their  legs  thrust  under  it. 

With  reference  to  religious  and  moral  instruction, 
we  find  the  following  account. 

In  one  school  the  master  professed  to  teach  the 
Catholic,  church  of  England,  and  Swedenborgian 
doctrines.  In  another,  the  scholars  were  said  to  be 
taught  according  to  their  respective  creeds.  In  a 
third,  they  were  allowed,  once  a week,  to  learn  any 
catechism  they  brought  with  them.  A mistress  of 
one  of  the  dame  schools,  who  taught  both  the  Ca- 
tholic and  Protestant  catechism,  said  she  “took  care 
to  keep  both  going  together,  and  then  no  harm 
could  come  out  of  it.”  One  master  professed  to 
teach  the  Protestant  and  Catholic  doctrines,  and 
some  other  which  he  said  he  did  not  rightly  under- 
stand himself. 

The  mistress  of  a girl’s  school  expressed  a hearty 
wish  that  this  enquiry  might  lead  to  putting  down 
all  Catholics  and  Dissenters,  whom  she  designated 
as  a bad  disaffected  set.  “I  hate  Dissenters  worse 
than  the  Catholics,”  said  she,  in  the  presence  of  her 
pupils,  “I  once  set  on  foot  a subscription  for  a 
poor  man  who  was  a Dissenter,  and  he  had  the  im- 
pudence to  say  that  I had  kept  back  part  of  the 
subscription  money,  so  that,  (raising  her  voice,  and 
giving  strong  emphasis  to  the  word  never)  I deter- 
mined never  to  do  a good  action,  and  I never  will.” — 
This  individual  had  previously  insisted  upon  the 
care  she  took  of  the  morals  and  religion  of  her  pu- 
pils. 

“No  less  than  ten  of  the  mistresses  of  dame 
schools,  in  the  parish  of  Liverpool  alone,  acknow- 
ledged to,  being  in  the  receipt  of  assistance  from  the 
poor  rates;  and  such  is  the  poverty  and  destitution 
of  some  of  these  schoolmistresses,  that  they  cannot 
even  provide  forms  for  the  children  to  sit  on.” 

The  following  anecdotes  will  show  the  attain- 
ments of  some  of  the  teachers. 

One  master,  who  stated  that  he  used  the  globes, 
was  asked  if  he  had  both  or  one  only— he  replied, 
“Both;-  how  could  I teach  geography  with  one?” — 
Being  further  questioned  on  the  subject,  it  appear- 
ed that  both  were  in  his  opinion  necessary, because 
one  was  supposed  to  represent  one  half,  and  the 
other  the  remaining  half  of  the  world. 

It  appears  that,  185  out  of  438,  (the  total  num- 
ber of  the  two  classes  of  schools),  the  masters,  upon 
being  questioned  on  the  subject,  professed  to  teach 
morals;  but  the  profession,  in  the  mode  in  which  it 
was  generally  made,  seemed  to  spring  from  an  ap- 
prehension that  the  question  was  one  involving  the 
respectability  of  the  school,  and  our  agent,  could 
find  no  evidence  that  systematic  training  in  the 
principles  of  morals  was  ever  attempted,  or  even 
supposed  to  be  possible. 

In  the  poorest  schools,  no  pretence  is  made  to 
teach  morals,  and  many  masters  have  no  idea  what 


teaching  morals  can  possibly  mean.  The  genera- 
lity' of  teachers  indeea  entertain  very  imperfect  no- 
tions on  this  subject.  The  prevailing  idea  is,  that 
morals  are  best  taught  by  visiting  the  more  flagrant 
deviations  from  rectitude,  with  the  rod. 

To  show'  how  imperfect  the  knowledge  of  some 
masters  on  the  subject  of  morals,  one  master  being 
asked  if  he  taught  morals,  observed,  “That  ques- 
tion does’nt  belong  to  my  school,  it  belongs  more 
to  girls’  schools.” 

The  character  of  the  teachers  is  thus  set  forth: 

“It  is  not  uncommon  to  find  the  mistress  of  a 
dame  school  gone  out  for  the  day,  leaving  the 
school  in  charge  of  some  neighbor  or  neighbor’s 
child.  Sometimes  she  is  found  washing  at  the  back 
of  the  house;  at  other  times,  the  washing  and  dry- 
ing is  carried  on  in  the  school. 

“On  one  occasion,  the  children  of  a common  day’ 
school  were  found  playing  in  a garret,  and  it  was 
stated  that  the  master  had  Deen  away  drinking,  for 
several  days  together. 

“Dame  schools  are  almost  universally  ill  supplied 
with  books.  The  poverty  of  the  mistress  renders 
it  quite  out  of  her  power  to  provide  them,  and  the 
parents  neglect  to  furnish  their  children  with  them, 
either  from  the  same  cause  or  from  indifference. — 
In  many  of  those  schools  which  are  not  wholly  des- 
titute, the  books  are  of  such  a mixed  character,  as 
to  defy  enumeration,  consisting  of  old  magazines, 
of  parts  of  novels  or  sermons,  and  sometimes  even 
of  political  pamphlets. 

“Some  were  more  honest — one  conscientious 
teacher  of  a common  boys’  day  school,  an  Irishman, 
being  asked  if  he  taught  grammar,  replied  very  can- 
didly, ‘Faith,  and  it’s  I that  don’t;  if  I did,!  must 
tache  that  thing  I don’t  know'  myself.’ 

“Much  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining 
the  numbers  in  some  of  the  dame  schools,  from  a 
notion  that  it  is  unlucky  to  count  their  scholars. — 
One  had  conscientious  scruples  and  was  deaf  to 
persuasion,  saying  it  would  be  flat  flying  in  the 
face  of  Providence.  ‘No,  no,’  said  she,  ‘you  shan’t 
find  me  counting;  see  what  a pretty  mess  David 
made  of  it  when  ne  counted  the  children  of  Israel.’ 
The  number  was  afterwards  obtained  without  do- 
ing violence  to  her  principles. 

“The  number  of  charity  schools  in  the  borough 
of  Liverpool  forms  a much  larger  proportion  of  the 
whole  number  of  schools  of  all  sorts,  than  in  either 
of  the  towns  previously  examined  by  the  society. 
More  than  one-third  of  the  whole  number  of  chil- 
dren returned,  as  receiving  instruction  of  one  kind 
or  another,  are  educated  in  charity  schools;  but  it 
ought  to  be  observed,  that  in  the  great  majority’  of 
these  charity  schools,  the  scholars  themselves  con- 
tribute something  towards  the  expense  of  their  edu- 
cation.” 

And  the  following  is  the  conclusion  to  which  the 
enquiry  leads,  it  refers  only  to  the  town  of  Liver- 
pool. 

The  result  of  the  committee’s  inquiries  may  be 
expressed  in  the  following  condensed  form: 

12.000  children  of  all  ages  receiving  entirely  at  the 
cost  of  the  parent,  an  education  of  a very 
low  order. 

13.000  children  of  all  ages  receiving,  partly  at  the 
expense  of  the  parents,  partly  at  the  expense 
of  private  benevolence,  an  education  more 
or  less  effective,  but  in  all  cases,  of  some 
real  value  to  the  children. 

3,700  children  of  all  ages  receiving  some  instruc- 
tion in  Sunday  schools,  but  no  regular  edu- 
cation. 

4,000  children  of  the  upper  and  middle  classes, 
educated  in  superior  private  schools. 

32,700  total. 

30.000  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen, 
receiving  education,  either  really  or  nomi- 
nally. 

Taking  this  as  a fair  measure  of  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  the  education  received  by  the  children  of 
the  working  classes,  in  this  country’,  and  what,  in 
other  civilized  countries,  has  been  done  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  same  class,  the  result  is  one  which 
cannot  be  dwelt  upon  without  some  feeling  of  pain 
and  humiliation. 


NATIONAL  TYPOGRAPHICAL  CONVEN- 
TION. 

ADDRESS  TO  THE  PRINTERS  OE  THE  U.  STATES. 

Washington  city,  City  Hall,  Nov.  11,  1836. 

Fellow  craftsmen:  The  delegates  from  the 
different  societies  which  were  invited  to  meet  at 
Washington  on  the  7th  November  instant,  to  form 
a convention,  to  fake  into  consideration  the  present 
state  of  the  printing  business,  are  about  closing 
their  labors.  They  feel  desirous  to  address  you,  in 
order  to  lay  before  you  the  motives  which  induced 
the  call,  and  which  urged  them  to  adopt  measures  to 
form  a constitution  for  the  originating  and  manage- 
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merit  of  a general  association,  under  the  denomina- 
tion of  the  National  Typographical  society, 
to  be  held  annually,  (at  New  York,  September  1, 
1837),  aud  to  be  composed  of  delegates  from  all 
societies  throughout  the  United  States,  proportion- 
ed to  the  cate  of  their  sitting  members. 

From  recent  attempts  at  encroachments  on  the 
rights  of  journeymen,  and  to  prevent  them  in  fu- 
ture, it  has  been  judged  most  prudent  to  seek  safety 
in  union.  This  concert  of  action  becomes  more 
imperative,  when  we  daily  perceive  the  rapid  strides 
which  printing  is  makingover  a vast  extent  of  coun- 
try, and  the  measures  "which  may  be  adopted  to 
injure  us.  It  is  a lamentable  fact  that  the  news- 
paper press  has  almost  entirely  passed  from  under 
the  control  of  members  of  the  profession,  into  the 
hands  of  speculators  and  partisans,  who,  ignorant 
of  the  feelings  and  sympathies  of  the  craft,  create 
dissentions  and  difficulties  where  they  cannot  make 
them  subservient  to  their  will  and  interest. 

As  nothing  of  a permanent  nature  could  be  un- 
dertaken by  this  convention,  it  confined  itself  solely 
to  recommendatory  measures,  such  as  were  sug- 
gested during  the  several  meetings  which  were 
held,  leaving  much  important  matter  to  the  socie- 
ties to  accomplish  before  they  confirm  and  ratify 
the  constitution — copies  of  which  will  be  sent  to 
all  the  local  typographical  societies  in  the  union 
for  their  approval  before  the  national  society  meets 
— but  in  th a mean  time,  it  is  incumbent  on  us  to 
make  you  acquainted  with  the  various  topics  which 
engaged  our  time  and  attention,  and  the  results  to 
which  we  have  arrived. 

In  looking  back  but  a few  years,  we  may  almost 
say  a few  months,  associations  by  men  in  the  hum- 
bler spheres  of  life  were  regarded,  even  by  men  of 
sound  legal  knowledge,  as  a departure  from  com- 
mon usage,  which  ought  to  be  considered  as  a com- 
bination against  weafth  and  rank,  and  contrary  to 
common  law\  for  which  they  pretended  to  have 
many  strong  judicial  precedents.  But  already  have 
the  true  principles  of  political  knowledge  spread 
almost  w'ith  the  celerity  of  sound,  and  stamped  the 
improvements  of  the  age;  all  that  dread  of  danger 
has  disappeared,  and  given  place  to  more  con- 
genial feelings.  So  much  so,  that  it  now  becomes 
the  duty  of  the  working  classes  to  watch  the  em- 
ployment of  capital  in  the  hands  of  the  speculator. 
Indeed,  it  is  an  important  object  for  the  study  of 
legislators,  to  restrain  the  capitalist  in  his  wild 
career  of  gain  that  he  may  not  injure  the  poor  me- 
chanic in  the  line  of  his  profession.  Should  this 
maxim  be  overlooked,  the  wealthy  of  the  land  may 
increase  in  riches,  but  the  most  abject  poverty  and 
distress  will  be  sure  to  follow  in  the  track.  Does 
it  not  then  become  the  industrious  mechanic  to  pro- 
tect himself  and  family  from  pauperism,  by  adopt- 
ing a mode  of  defence  which  w ill  cause  a more  ge- 
neral distribution  of  that  prosperity  which  is  pro- 
duced by  his  hard  earnings? 

To  you,  fellow  craftsmen,  who  take  a pride  in 
your  profession,  and  look  upon  the  present  de- 
graded state  of  the  press  as  a public  misfortune, 
which  must  eventually  corrupt  the  morals  of  the 
community,  we  would  appeal  to  arrest  this  evil; 
or,  before  many  months  pass  over,  the  art  of  print- 
ing will  no  longer  give  support  to  its  professors. 
The  demon  of  misrule  has  entered  the  sacred  temple 
of  liberty,  corrupted  its  officiating  priests  and  pro- 
faned the  holy  altar.  This  picture  is  too  true,  and 
has  already  occupied  the  attention  of  many  good 
men  of  our  land,  and  among  that  number  Noah 
Webster.  As  a proof  of  which,  we  give  the  fol- 
lowing living  picture  of  the  press  from  the  pen  of 
this  great  man: 

“The  press,  when  judiciously  managed,  is  one  of 
the  greatest  blessings  of  a civilized  people;  when 
abused,  it  is  the  most  powerful  instrument  of  mis- 
chief. Probably  no  civil  privilege  in  this  country 
is  so  much  perverted  and  abused.  In  no  country 
is  reputation  held  so  cheap.  Slander,  like  the 
sythe  of  death,  levels  all  worth  and  distinction;  the 
press,  one  of  the  noblest  instruments  of  improve- 
ment, is  converted  into  an  instrument  of  deception, 
and  the  means  of  making  citizens  hate  and  oppress 
each  other.  The  moral  effect  of  this  abuse  is  la- 
mentable; lor  it  seems  to  have  become  a ruling  be- 
lief of  partisans  that  a man  has  a right  to  defame 
those  who  differ  from  him  in  opinion.” 

Thank  God!  but  few  of  these  corrupt  conductors 
of  the  press  are  practical  printers.  Unfortunately, 
however,  they  manage  to  carry  on  this  warfare  by 
the  service  of  boys,  raising  six  or  eight  at  a time 
for  a few  years,  to  subserve  their  nefarious  pur- 
poses, and  then  cast  them  on  the  profession  for 
support.  By  this  means,  they  continually  keep  the 
stream  flowing  into  the  large  cities,  driving  the 
journeymen  from  their  situations  to  make  room  for 
those  youths,  who  will  labor  for  a mere  pittance  to 
obtain  a livelihood,  and  hence  become  an  object  to 
some  avaricious  employers — inconsiderate  men. 


This  we  consider  a cruel  and  unjust  practice, 
and  are  determined,  as  far  as  lies  in  our  power,  to 
meet  the  evil  with  energy  and  firmness.  We  call 
upon  each  local  society  to  unite  with  us  in  de- 
nouncing it,  and  upon  every  parent  or  guardian  to 
protect  the  interest  of  their  charge,  by  compelling 
their  boys  to  be  bound  as  apprentices,  and  to  be 
taught  a knowledge  of  their  business,  and  not  al- 
low' them  to  be  thrown  into  the  company  of  im- 
moral and  profligate  youths,  encouraged  by  re- 
ceiving more  money  than  they  are  acquainted  with 
the  use  of. 

We  would  advise  every  society  not  to  lose  one 
day  in  adopting  some  specific  act  on  this  head,  that 
all  may  feel  the  benefit.  The  suggestions  of  the 
national  society’s  constitution  will  point  out  a mode 
to  regulate  you  in  this  all-important  and  long  com- 
plained of  evil,  which  has  already  ruined  the  bu- 
siness in  more  than  one  city;  and  we  must  con- 
gratulate those  societies  who  have  undertaken  to 
check  this  wicked  custom,  and  expose  those  who 
traffic  at  their  neighbors’  cost. 

We  cannot  embrace  the  one  half  of  the  objects 
brought  before  this  convention  in  a newspaper  ad- 
dress, which  must,  of  necessity,  be  very  brief;  but 
one  serious  evil  we  must  not  omit,  because,  if  longer 
persisted  in,  it  will  reduce  us  to  the  condition  of  ser- 
vile tools  of  party,  which  will  deprive  us  of  the  most 
distant  hope  of  beriefitting  ourselves  by  our  profes- 
sion. This  evil  exists  in  a country,  too,  where  the 
press  is  considered  free,  and  the  principles  of  liber- 
ty are  well  known.  AVe  have  allusion  to  that  un- 
just and  pernicious  practice  of  the  legislatures  of 
many  states,  as  well  as  of  the  federal  government, 
of  bestowing  all  their  printing  and  binding  in  such 
a manner  as  to  reward  their  partisans,  even  to  the 
smallest  job,  when  they  are  neither  printers  nor  at 
all  acquainted  with  the  art,  to  the  exclusion  and  ut- 
ter ruin  of  the  practical  man.  This  ought  not  to 
be  submitted  to,  and  we  must  endeavor  to  have  it 
altered,  if  necessary,  through  the  ballot-box,  by 
calling  on  all  whose  interests  may  be  concerned  to 
unite  with  us.  It  is  the  duty  of  legislators  to  pro- 
tect all  classes,  and  not  to  oppress  one  to  elevate  ano- 
ther. AVe  may  compete  with  capital;  but  cannot 
with  the  power  of  a state.  Security  in  the  right 
of  what  we  possess  is  the  principal  object  of  the  so- 
cial compact,  and  the  properly  of  the  working  man 
consists  in  the  knowledge  of  his  calling,  and  any 
infringement  of  that  right  is  at  once  subversive  of 
all  civil  institutions. 

AVe  cannot  overlook  what  has  been  pointed  out 
to  us  since  w’e  assembled  here,  through  the  public 
papers.  A joint  stock  company  is  about  being 
formed  in  Boston*  to  carry  on  printing  by  means  of 
boys;  and  we  also  perceive,  from  a prospectus  pub- 
lished in  the  United  States  Telegraph,  that  a more 
formidable  inroad  is  about  to  be  made  by  a joint 
stock  company  with  a capital  of  $'300,000  under  a 
charter.  This  chimerical  plan,  of  itself,  could  not 
excite  one  uneasy  sensation  in  the  breast  of  any 
practical  man;  but,  in  this  age  of  speculative  mania, 
others  may  attempt  the  same  or  similar  projects. — 
The  following  single  extract  will  at  once  exhibit 
how  our  interests  might  be  destroyed  by  the  failure 
or  success  of  such  undertakings. 

“It  is  proposed  (says  the  prospectus)  to  manu- 
facture the  paper  used  in  printing,  and  thus  save 
the  expense  of  drying  it  for  market,  putting  it  into 
bundles,  transportation  to  market,  commission,  in- 
terest, and  guaranties,  equal  at  least  to  twenty  per 
cent. 

“A  greater  saving  can  be  made  by  the  employ- 
ment of  boys  in  composition,  printing,  and  binding. 
This,  with  the  profits  on  periodicals,  reprints  and 
elementary  books,  will  secure  to  the  stockholders  a 
good  dividend.” 

Our  efforts  in  endeavoring  to  enlist  your  feelings 
and  co-operation,  are  for  the  benefit  of  all,  individ- 
ually and  collectively.  AVe  do  not  intend  to  meddle 
with  the  concerns  of  local  societies — and  therefore, 
can  fix  no  standard  of  wages,  but  obligate  ourselves 
to  sustain  each  other  in  our  general  interests,  when 
prudence  dictates  the  interference.  AVe  therefore 
call  upon  you,  through  your  associations,  to  con- 
cert measures  to  have  delegates  sent  to  “The  Na- 
tional Typographical  society,”  to  cause  its  exer- 
tions to  be  felt  from  one  end  of  the  union  to  the 
other,  in  sustaining  the  honor  and  interests  of  our 
profession.  In  those  sections  of  the  country  where 
no  society  is  as  yet  established,  we  trust  the  craft 
will  see  the  necessity  of  immediately  uniting  them- 
selves in  some  bond  of  union.  A/here  they  are  few 
and  scattered,  a chapel,  or  some  such  meeting  may 
be  concerted,  to  appoint  a delegate  or  proxy. 

To  the  rising  profession  of  the  west,  wrn  should 
particularly  address  our  solicitations,  as  they  pro- 

*AVe  understand  that  the  Boston  company  have 
already  gone  into  operation. 


rnise  to  become  the  future  guardians  of  the  peo- 
ple’s rights.  To  them  this  is  a most  important  era. 
However  small  may  be  their  numbers,  they  ought 
now  to  concentrate  and  unite  themselves  together; 
they  have  no  old  prejudices  to  contend  against — no 
inveterate  habits  to  overcome;  the  task  to  them  must 
be  a pleasant  and  an  easy  one,  and  on  which  might 
be  predicated  many  a useful  and  valuable  institu- 
tion. Libraries  or  reading  rooms  might  be  got  up, 
and  made  the  channel  of  much  friendly  intercourse 
between  them.  Through  this  means  of  acquiring 
information,  they  might  protect  the  yet  almost  un- 
corrupted west  from  the  hireling  editor’s  contami- 
nating pen,  and  become  the  true  recorders  of  the  na- 
tion’s progress  to  greatness  and  glory  in  the  peace- 
ful pursuits  of  civil  life,  or  its  struggles  in  the  field 
of  glory,  when  battling  against  the  oppressor  for 
liberty  and  independence. 

Although  we  do  consider  it  the  duty  of  all  to  join 
and  lend  ineir  aid  to  some  association,  we  would  ra- 
ther invite  than  use  coercive  measures  to  induce 
them  to  become  members.  AVe  would  do  this  in 
the  best  of  faith,  that  we  might  have  all  the  good 
and  moral  men  of  the  craft  classed  as  brothers  of 
one  family,  and  none  to  stand  aloof  but  the  unwor- 
thy and  debased.  AVe  hope  the  different  societies 
will  so  amend  the  qualification  articles  of  their  con- 
stitutions as  to  make  all  who  are  now  ineligible  from 
want  of  certificate,  &c.  of  apprenticeship,  mem- 
bers, who  may  be  now  working  at  the  business  as 
acknowledged  journeymen,  When  the  nation:  1 
society’s  constitution  is  ratified,  then  six  years  wi.J 
be  the  minimum  standard  of  apprenticeship  for  boys 
to  be  bound.  This  regulation  the  employing  prin- 
ter will  find  to  be  of  primary  importance  to  his  in- 
terests and  welfare.  And  thus  reciprocally  united, 
we  may  bid  defiance  to  the  efforts  of  the  specula- 
tor’s capital,  and  make  our  press  to  be  heard,  whe- 
ther in  the  turmoil  of  a republic  or  in  the  deid  calm 
of  a despotism.  Through  the  agency  of  the  dele- 
gations, a statistical  table  will  be  annually  publish- 
ed of  the  number  of  papers,  their  editors,  how  many 
are  printers,  men  employed,  members  and  not  mem- 
bers, boys  bound,  See.  so  that  we  may  possess  all 
necessary  information  concerning  the  management 
of  the  palladium  of  our  rights,  which  the  public  as 
well  as  the  craft  should  know. 

AVre  fear  we  have  transcended  our  limits  for  pub- 
lication, and  must  omit  much  of  what  we  would 
wish  to  suggest.  AVe  would  remark,  however,  that 
the  union  we  are  about  to  form  is  only  the  associa- 
tion of  social  feelings;  we  have  encroached  upon 
no  man’s  rights,  nor  committed  an  act  that  we  shall 
ever  have  cause  to  regret.  The  interests  of  the 
employer  and  journeyman  have  been  assimilated, 
and,  we  hope,  rendered  permanent  for  the  time  to 
come. 

The  convention  transacted  its  arduous  duties  with 
the  greatest  harmony  and  good  feeling  towards  each 
member;  and  never  did  a meeting  take  place  under 
more  propitious  auspices  as  to  the  future  welfare  of 
the  profession  at  large. 

Note. — All  communications  on  business  connect- 
ed with  the  National  Typographical  society,  may 
be  addressed  to  Mr.  CHARLES  A.  DAVIS,  No] 
529,  Pearl  street,  Newr  Ycrk  city. 


MESSAGE  OF  THE  GOV.  OF  GEORGIA. 
Message  of  governor  Schley,  to  both  branches  of  the 
general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Georgia. 

Executive  department,  Georgia. 

Milledgeoille,  8 th  Nov.  1836. 
Fellow  citizens  o f the  senate 

and  house  of  representatives: 

Since  the  adjournment  of  the  last  session  of  the 
general  assembly,  events  of  an  extraordinary  cha- 
racter have  addressed  themselves  to  the  sympathy 
and  courage  of  Georgia,  and  I am  proud  to  say,  that 
the  appeal  has  been  answered  with  a promptness 
and  zeal  worthy  of  her  pride  and  patriotism. 

Information  having  reached  the  executive  early 
in  the  month  of  January,  by  a communication  from 
governor  Eaton,  that  the  Seminole  Indians  had 
raised  the  war  whoop  in  Florida,  and  were  perpe- 
trating its  concomitant  deeds  of  horror,  and  the  emer- 
gency being  deemed  too  imperious  to  await  the  dis- 
tant action  of  the  general  government,  a .call  was 
forthwith  made  for  volunteers  to  aid  our  suffering 
countrymen  to  repel  the  bold  and  barbarous  inva- 
ders— and,  to  provide  against  contingencies,  a 
draught  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  men  was  re- 
quired. But,  to  the  honor  of  Georgia,  volunteers 
stood  forth  from  the  sea  board  to  the" mountains  in 
numbers  far  beyond  the  exigency,  and  with  an  eager- 
ness evincing,  that  though  “the  days  of  chivalry 
are  past,”  its  spirit  has  not  departed. 

As  all  could  not  be  accepted,  and  no  selection 
could  be  made  for  merit  where  all  were  equal  in 
zeal,  the  contemplated  succour  was  confided  to  those 
who  had  the  fortune  to  be  foremost  in  time. 
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Before  the  necessary  preparations  were  complet- 
ed, major  general  Scott  of  the  army,  charged  with 
the  impending  campaign,  made  a requisition  on 
Georgia  for  two  regiments,  one  of  infantry  and  one 
of  mounted  men.  "Of  the  first,  five  volunteer  com- 
panies, viz:  the  Morgan  Rangers — the  Putnam  Fen- 
cibles — the  Hancock  Blues — the  Macon  Volunteers 
and  the  Monroe  Musketeers  assembled  at  Macon 
and  were  organized  into  a battalion  under  the  com- 
mand of  major  Mark  A.  Cooper,  an  officer  of  their 
own  choice,  it  being  deemed  proper,  in  the  absence 
of  positive  law  to  the  contrary,  to  sutler  volunteers 
in  the  service  of  their  country,  to  elect  their  own 
commander. 

On  the  seventh  day  of  February  this  battalion  em- 
barked on  boats  prepared  for  the  occasion,  with  or- 
ders to  proceed  to  Picolata  and  report  to  major  gene- 
ral Scott,  or  to  such  other  officer  of  the  United  States’ 
army  of  superior  rank  to  major  Cooper,  as  should 
be  in  command  at  that  post.  Besides  this  battalion, 
there  were  two  volunteer  companies  from  Augusta 
— the  Richmond  Blues  and  Richmond  Hussars — 
which  embarked  at  that  city  on  board  a steamer  for 
Picolata.  The  second  battalion  of  infantry  was  in 
progress  of  organization  from  the  counties  of  Cow- 
eta, Carroll,  Campbell,  Fayette  and  De  Kalb,  and 
was  intended  to  be  con-veyed  in  steamers  from  Co- 
lumbus to  Tampa  Bay;  but  before  the  companies 
took  up  the  line  of  march,  despatches  were  received 
by  express  from  general  Scott,  requesting  that  they 
should  not  proceed  to  Florida. 

Of  the  mounted  regiment,  one  battalion  composed 
of  the  Washington  troop — the  Hancock  troop — 
ihe  Jefferson  Hussars — the  Baldwin  county  cavalry, 
and  the  Houston  cavalry,  was  ordered  to  repair  to 
Dublin  and  elect  a major  to  command  them;  but, 
owing  to  the  non-arrival  of  some  of  the  companies 
as  soon  as  was  expected,  the  election  did  not  take 
place,  and  each  company  found  its  way,  in  its  own 
manner,  to  Picolata.  Here  the  Washington,  Han- 
cock and  Jefferson  companies  entered  the  service 
of  the  United  States  and  elected  capt.  Douglass  of 
the  Jefferson  Hussars,  to  command  them.  In  ad- 
dition to  these  companies,  capt.  Charles  H.  Nelson 
of  Cherokee,  raised  a mounted  corps,  composed  of 
citizens  of  Cherokee  and  Wilkes,  and  repaired  to 
Florida,  where  they,  also,  entered  the  service  of  the 
United  States. 

The  privations  and  perils  of  an  arduous  and  har- 
rassing  campaign  w'ere  sustained  by  these  troops, 
with  a fortitude  and  courage  honorable  to  them- 
selves and  their  country,  and  which  gave  assurance 
(since  realized)  that  in  the  hour  of  danger,  Geor- 
gia may  safely  rely  on  the  patriotism  and  gallantry 
of  her  sons. 

A second  battalion  of  mounted  men,  to  complete 
this  regiment,  composed  of  Putnam  mounted  rifle- 
men— the  Gainesville  dragoons — the  Walton  county 
cavalry — the  Buckskin  Hussars,  of  Dooly  county 
— the  Butts  county  cavalry  and  the  Twiggs  cavalry, 
assembled  at  Hawkirisville,  the  place  appointed  for 
rendezvous,  and  was  organized,  by  the  election  of 
major  David  Ross  to  command  them.  This  batta- 
lion proceeded  to  Black  Creek,  in  Florida,  with  the 
intention  of  entering  the  service,  but  they  were  not 
accepted,  because  tno  campaign  was  about  to  be 
closed,  and  the  officer  in  command  at  that  station 
directed  them  to  return.  Although  this  battalion 
was  not  formally  mustered  into  the  service,  the  U. 
States  have  paid  them  and  defrayed  the  expenses  of 
their  march  to  and  from  Florida. 

Brigadier  general  Burwell  Pope  was  appointed 
to  command  the  Georgia  troops  in  Florida,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Picolata  for  that  purpose.  But  one  bat- 
talion of  infantry  having  been  detained  by  request 
of  general  Scott,  and  the  second  battalion  of  mount- 
ed men  having  been  ordered  back  to  Georgia,  the 
troops  were  reduced  below  a brigadier’s  command, 
and  general  Pope  accordingly  returned  without  an 
opportunity  of  taking  part  in  the  campaign. 

Having  no  authority  to  draw  on  the  treasury  of 
Georgia  to  defray  the  expenses  of  bringing  these 
troops  to  the  field  and  marching  them  to  Florida,  I 
requested  for  this  purpose,  funds  from  the  secretary 
of  war,  who  promptly  remitted  to  me  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars.  The  greater  part  of  this  sum  was 
expended  in  that  service,  and  the  balance  has  been 
applied  to  the  Creek  war,  to  which  I shall  hereafter 
advert;  But  before  the  receipt  of  this  money,  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  the  public  safety,  com- 
pelled me  to  draw  on  the  contingent  fund  for  six 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  dollars  and  six  cents,  which 
I have  since  returned  to  the  treasury;  and  besides 
this  amount,  the  treasurer,  col.  Haynes,  at  my  re- 
quest, promptly  assumed  the  responsibility  of  fur- 
nishing me  with  such  sums  of  money  as  were  ne- 
cessary to  meet  the  daily  demands  of  the  service, 
until  I could  receive  remittances  from  the  war  de- 
partment. In  addition  to  the  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars,  above  mentioned,  I have  since  received  the 
sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  which  has  enabled  me 


to  return  to  col.  Haynes  the  whole  amount  borrow- 
ed, and  to  pay  off  the  accounts  contracted  for  trans- 
portation, subsistence,  &c.  &c.  of  the  volunteers. 

In  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  general 
assembly,  passed  at  the  last  session,  I caused  the 
counties  of  Baker,  Dooly,  Early,  Lee,  Randolph. 
Stewert  and  Sumter  to  be  furnished  with  arms  and 
ammunition,  arid  a company  of  spies,  consisting  of 
twenty  mounted  men;  to  be  raised  in  each,  to  pro- 
tect the  people  against  hostile  incursions  of  the 
Creek  Indians.  These  companies  were  kept  in  ser- 
vice for  some  time,  and  until  it  was  deemed  proper 
to  supersede  them  by  a force  believed  to  be  more 
efficient.  This  was  a small  battalion  of  mounted 
men  who  volunteered,  at  the  invitation  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, to  serve  three  months  under  the 
command  of  major  John  H.  Howard,  to  whom  a 
special  commission  of  major  was  given  for  that 
purpose.  This  battalion  was  mustered  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  U.  States,  and  supported  and  paid  by  that 
government.  The  expenses  of  the  spies,  raised  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  resolution,  have  not  been 
paid,  because  at  the  time  that  the  accounts  were  be- 
ing made  out  and  arrangements  were  in  progress  to 
pay  them,  the  Creek  war  commenced,  which  so  dis- 
turbed the  people  of  those  counties,  and  occupied 
the  time  and  attention  of  the  executive,  that  it  was 
not  possible  to  do  so — and  since  that  time,  these 
causes  have  not  ceased  to  exist  and  exert  their  in- 
fluence. 

A short  time  before  the  expiration  of  the  term 
for  which  major  Howard’s  battalion  had  volunteer- 
ed, the  Creek  Indians  became  hostile  and  rendered 
it  necessary  to  call  on  the  people  of  Georgia  to  take 
up  arms  in  defence  of  their  state.  On  the  13th  of 
May.  a general  order  was  issued  inviting  volunteers. 
The  invitation  was  accepted  with  great  promptness, 
and  in  a much  shorter  time  than  it  is  generally  sun- 
posed  that  unorganized  militia  can  be  brought  to  the 
field,  a force  of  between  four  and  five  thousand  com- 
posed of  volunteers  and  draughted  militia,  was  as- 
sembled at  different  points  on  the  Chattahoochie. 
Some  of  these  troops  had  to  march  a distance  of 
two  hundred  miles,  and  yet  they  were  nearly  all  as- 
sembled at  the  different  places  appointed,  by  the  5th 
day  of  June,  making  the  whole  time,  from  the  date 
of  the  invitation  to  the  time  of  arrival,  only  twenty- 
two  days. 

The  Florida  campaign  had  exhausted  the  arsenal 
at  Milledgeville  of  nearly  all  the  arms.  Those  which 
still  remained  were  immediately  forwarded  to  Co- 
lumbus and  West  Point,  and  an  order  was  issued  to 
the  military  store  keeper,  at  Savannah,  to  ship  one 
thousand  with  the  accoutrements,  to  Augusta, 
whence  they  were  immediately  sent  in  wagons  to 
Columbus.  No  time  was  lost  in  the  transportation 
of  these  arms,  and  they  arrived  at  different  times 
between  the  4th  and  1 5th  days  of  June.  I also  re- 
quested the  officer  in  command  of  the  United  States’ 
arsenal,  near  Augusta,  to  forward  to  Columbus  one 
thousand  muskets,  which  request  was  promptly 
granted,  and  the  arms  were  immediately  puton  board 
of  wagons;  but  hv  misconduct  or  negligence  in 
those  having  charge  of  the  wagon  train,  they  did  not 
arrive  until  the  last  of  June  or  first  of  July.  Ma- 
jor general  Scott  had  ordered  a quantity  of  Hall’s 
rifles  from  Picolata  to  Darien  and  thence  to  Haw- 
kinsville,  to  be  conveyed  from  that  place  to  Colum- 
bus, together  with  a supply  of  provisions  for  the 
army;  but  these,  also,  were  delayed  bv  untoward 
circumstances,  long  after  the  time  of  their  expected 
arrival. 

Knowing  that  the  president  of  the  United  States 
had  charged  major  general  Scott,  with  the  defence 
of  the  nation  against  any  hostile  movements  of  the 
Creek,  as  well  as  the  Seminole  Indians,  I addressed 
him  a letter  on  the  18th  day  of  Mavlast,  requesting 
him  to  repair  to  the  Georgia  frontier,  on  the  Chat- 
tahoochie,  and  take  charge  of  the  military  opera- 
tions in  that  quarter.  This  letter  met  him  at  Sa- 
vannah, and  he  immediately  proceeded  to  Miltedgo- 
ville,  where  he  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the  28th 
May,  in  company  with  major  general  JeSup,  whom 
he  joined  at  Augusta.  On  the  next  morning,  these 
gentlemen  and  myself  left  Milledgeville  for  Colum- 
bus. where  we  arrived  on  the  morning  of  the  30th 
of  May. 

Before  th  e arrival  of  generals  Scott  and  Jesup, 
and  whilst  the  responsibility  of  the  campaign  rest- 
ed on  me.  I had  determined  to  place  on  the  eastern 
margin  of  the  Chattahoochie,  a force  capable  of 
preventing  the  escape  of  the  enemy,  believing,  that 
whenever  he  should  he  pressed  in  Alabama,  he 
would  seek  refuge  in  flight,  and  that  the  conflict 
would  be,  as  it  eventually  was,  on  the  territory  of 
Georgia. 

This  purpose,  to  w'hich  the  troops  were  directed 
as  speedily  as  they  could  he  organized  and  armed, 
was  recommended  not  only  bv  the  consideration 
stated,  but  by  the  melancholy  fact  that  the  Indians 
had  murdered,  or  driven  from  their  homes,  all  the 


I white  inhabitants  of  Alabama  that  were  within  their 

flower,  and  destroyed  their  property,  before  the  army 
lad  reached  the  frontiers  of  Georgia.  There  was 
nothing  left  to  tempt  their  cruelty  or  rapacity;  and, 
therefore  no  feeling  of  humanity  forbid  the  caution 
intended  to  force  them  into  conflict  or  capitulation. 
The  events  of  the  campaign  have  confirmed  my 
confidence  in  those  views,  for  our  troops,  on  the 
I rivt-r,  were  engaged  in  almost  daily  contests  with 
the  flying  foe,  and  all  ilic  bailies  of  the  Creek  war, 
j have  been  fought  by  Georgians,  on  the  soil  of  Geor- 
gia. 

Immediately  on  the  arrival  of  gen.  Scott,  at  Colum- 
bus, he  assumed  the  command  of  the  army  and  the 
direction  of  the  war,  and  gave  the  high  sanction  of 
his  approbation,  to  the  course  which  had  been  pur- 
sued. 

Want  of  arms,  ammunition  and  provisions,  which 
had  to  be  conveyed  from  Savannah,  Augusta,  Pico- 
lata and  New  Orleans,  delayed,  for  a time,  the  con- 
templated movement  on  {he  enemy,  and  was  a 
source  of  embarrassment,  not  less  vexatious  to  those 
who  had  taken  timely  measures  to  provide  them, 
than  to  the  army,  impatient  as  they  were,  to  avenge 
the  wrongs  of  their  suffering  countrymen.  But  this 
delay  has  been  greatly  exaggerated  by  mistake,  or 
misrepresentation,  and  a just  allowance  has  not  been 
made  for  misadventures,  over  which  those  in  com- 
mand had  no  control. 

As  the  troops  arrived,  they  were  equipped  and 
sent  forward  as  speedily  as  possible.  The  first 
companies  were  mustered  into  service  on  the  2d  or 
3d  day  of  June,  and  the  great  body  of  the  army 
took  up  the  line  of  march  under  generals  Scott  and 
Sanford,  eighteen  days  thereafter.  If  due  allowance 
be  made  for  the  time  necessary  to  procure  muni- 
tions of  war  from  distant  points,  to  muster  into  ser- 
vice, officer,  arm  and  furnish  with  ammunition, 
camp  equipage  and  provisions,  between  four  and 
five  thousand  men,  whose  peaceful  pursuits  have 
given  them  but  little  aptitude  to  militar}-  organiza- 
tion, it  will  be  found  that  the  actual  detention  was 
unavoidable  and  very  inconsiderable;  and  under  less 
momentous  and  exciting  circumstances,  it  would 
have  received  a more  general  and  just  explanation. 

By  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  in  the  executive 
by  the  45th  section  of  the  militia  law  of  1S18,  I ap- 
pointed major  general  John  W.  A.  Sanford  and  bri- 
gadier generals  Henry  H.  Lowe,  Zachariah  White 
and  James  Wood,  to  command  the  troops.  These 
officers  discharged  their  duty  with  promptness  and 
ability,  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  army 
and  tiie  people. 

A few  days  hefore  general  Scott  moved  from  Co- 
lumbus, gen.  Jesup,  with  the  Alabama  troops  and 
friendly  Indians,  marched  from  Tuskegee  through 
the  Creek  country  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Mitchell. 
To  this  detachment  of  the  army,  a number  of  hos- 
tile Indians,  including  three  or  four  hundred  war- 
riors, came  in  and  surrendered;  whilst  another  par- 
ty, said  to  consist  of  three  hundred,  alarmed  at  the 
approach  of  this  force,  crossed  the  Chattahoochie 
some  miles  below'  Roanoke,  and  proceeded  towards 
Florida.  The  trial  was  not  discovered  until  a day 
or  two  after  they  had  crossed,  and  just  at  the  time 
time  when  generals  Scott  and  Sanford,  with  the 
troops  under  their  command,  reached  Roanoke.  The 
fact  being  made  known  to  them,  a force  under  col. 
Beall  was  despatched  in  pursuit,  and  a portion  of 
the  enemy  was  overtaken  in  the  Chickasawatchie 
swamp,  in  Baker  county,  where  a skirmish  ensued 
in  which  it  is  said  that  nine  or  ten  Indians  were 
killed,  and  a quantity  of  goods,  horses,  money  and 
other  property  captured.  A battalion  of  volunteer 
infantry  from  Muscogee  county,  under  command  of 
major  Hoxey,  also  marched  to  Baker  county  and 
searched  the  swamps  for  the  enemy;  and  subse- 
quently, a battalion  of  mounted  men,  under  major 
Alford,  scoured  that  part  of  the  state. 

The  Georgia  troops  engaged  in  the  Creek  war 
have  done  honor  to  themselves  and  to  the  state,  and 
presented  conspicuous  instances  of  gallantry  that 
have  called  forth  the  praises,  and  will  long  receive 
the  gratitude  of  their  country;  and  this  just  com- 
mendation of  the  army  is  equally  due  to  those  brave 
citizens  of  Stewart,  Randolph,  Lee,  Invin,  Baker, 
Telfair,  Thomas,  Lowndes,  Early  and  Ware,  who 
flew  with  alacrity  to  the  point  of  danger,  and  with 
a high  personal  daring  sought  the  sanguinary  sa- 
vage in  his  owm  fortress  swamps,  and  checked  his 
cruel  course  of  death  and  devastation. 

The  hostile  Indians  who  surrendered  to  the  troops 
under  command  of  general  Jesup,  were  conducted 
to  Fort  Mitchell,  where  the  warriors  were  placed 
within  the  pickets  of  the  fort.  Believing,  from 
good  evidence,  that  among  these  were  many  who 
had  been  engaged  in  the  murder  of  our  citizens,  and 
the  burning  of  Roanoke,  and  other  places  on  the 
Chattahoochie,  and  it  is  my  duty,  as  the  governor 
of  the  state,  to  use  all  legal  and  proper  means  of 
having  them  identified  and  turned  over  to  the  civil 
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authority  for  trial.  I addressed  two  letters  to  gen. 
Jesup,  at  Fort  Mitchell,  under  date  of  the  29th  and 
30th  of  June  requesting  him  to  detain  these  war- 
riors at  the  fort  for  a reasonable  time,  that  I might 
collect  the  evidence  to  identify  them,  and  to  author- 
ise me  to  demand  them  for  trial.  To  these  letters 
no  answers  were  received,  and  on  the  2d  day  of  J illy 
all  the  Indians  were  removed  from  Fort  Mitchell  on 
their  way  to  Arkansas,  except  eleven  warriors  who 
had  been  charged,  on  sufficient  evidence,  with  the 
commission  of  capital  crimes  in  Georgia.  These 
were  afterwards,  on  my  request,  delivered  by  major 
McIntosh,  who  was  in  command  of  the  fort,  to  the 
civil  authorities  and  secured  in  the  jail  at  Columbus. 

Believing  that  an  indignity  was  offered  to  the 
state,  through  her  chief  magistrate,  by  this  course 
of  proceeding  on  the  part  of  general  Jesup,  I ad- 
dressed a letter  to  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  7th  of  July,  stating  the  facts,  and  protesting 
against  such  conduct  on  the  part  of  an  officer  of  the 
army,  towards  the  authorities  of  the  state,  a copy  of 
which  I sent  to  general  Jesup.  I have  received  an 
answer  from  the  president,  in  which  he  has  caused 
a copy  of  my  letter  to  be  forwarded  to  gen.  Jesup, 
with  a call  for  explanation. 

Subsequent  to  these  occurrences,  the  Creek  war- 
rior Jim  Henry,  surrendered  himself  to  the  Alabama 
forces  under  generals  Jesup  and  Patterson.  Imme- 
diately on  learning  the  fact,  I demanded  him  as  ame- 
nable to  the  laws  of  Georgia  for  crimes  he  had  com- 
mitted within  her  jurisdiction,  but  general  Jesup  re- 
fused to  deliver  him  to  the  agent  appointed  to  re- 
ceive and  conduct  him  to  Georgia,  on  the  ground 
that  he  had  been  previously  demanded  by  the  go- 
vernor of  Alabama,  to  be  tried  for  capital  crimes 
committed  by  him  within  that  jurisdiction — and  he 
was  afterwards  delivered  to  the  sheriff  of  Russell 
county,  in  that  state,  and  conducted  by  capt.  Gar- 
many  and  a part  of  his  company  to  Girard,  and  lodg- 
ed in  jail. 

As  soon  as  I could  obtain  the  evidence  necessary 
to  make  a demand  on  the  governor  of  Alabama  for 
this  man,  I did  so,  and  requested  that,  in  the  event 
of  his  acquittal  in  that  state,  he  should  be  delivered 
to  the  agent  appointed  by  me  on  the  part  of  Georgia 
to  be  conducted  to  Stewart  county  and  tried  for  the 
crimes  with  which  he  there  stands  charged.  This 
demand  was  promptly  complied  with  by  his  excel- 
lency governor  Clay,  who  immediately  transmitted 
to  me  the  necessary  papers,  which  were  placed  in 
the  hands  of  captains  Evans  and  Schley,  of  the  city 
of  Columbus,  whom  I appointed  agents  to  receive 
the  prisoner  and  conduct  him  to  this  state.  Those 
gentlemen  attended  the  court  in  Russell  county, 
Alabama,  to  receive  him,  in  the  event  of  his  acquit- 
tal, but  at  the  request  of  his  counsel,  the  venue  was 
changed  from  Russell  to  Montgomery  county,  where 
the  court  will  not  sit  until  the  month  of  March  next. 

Some  short  time  after  claiming  Jim  Henry,  I 
made  a general  demand  of  gen.  Jesup  of  all  Indians, 
in  his  custody,  charged  with  the  commission  of 
crimes  within  this  state,  and  who  should  be  identi- 
fied as  such  by  the  persons  who  accompanied  col. 
Rockwell,  the  bearer  of  my  communication.  Be- 
fore the  arrival  of  these  gentlemen  at  Tuskegee,  the 
Indians  had  been  removed  to  Montgomery,  and  they 
were  obliged  to  proceed  to  that  city,  where,  by  au- 
thority received  from  gen.  Jesup,  they  took  into 
custody  twelve  warriors,  recognized  as  amenable 
to  our  laws,  and  committed  them  to  jail  in  Colum- 
bus to  await  their  trial. 

Since  writing  to  the  president,  and  my  return  to 
Milledgeville,  a correspondence  has  taken  place  be- 
tween gen.  Jesup  and  myself,  in  which  he  accounts 
for  not  having  answered  my  letters.  To  that  of  the 
29th  of  June,  he  has  enclosed  me  a reply,  which, 
he  say's,  was  written,  but  by  mistake  placed  on 
file  instead  of  being  sent  to  me;  and  to  that  of  the 
30th  of  the  same  month,  he  acknowledges  that  no 
answer  was  written,  and  supposes  that  the  omis- 
sion occasioned  by  his  great  anxiety  to  depart  for 
Tuskegee,  and  the  multiplicity  of  business  which 
then  occupied  his  time  and  attention.  His  motive 
for  removing  the  hostile  warriors  from  Fort  Mit- 
chell against  the  wishes  of  Georgia,  conveyed  to 
him  through  her  chief  magistrate,  is  explained  in 
his  letter  to  the  war  department,  in  answer  to  the 
call  made  by  the  president,  after  receiving  my  com- 
munication. 

Copies  of  all  the  correspondence  relating  to  this 
subject,  as  also  to  the  Seminole  and  Creek  wars, 
will  be  found  among  the  accompanying  documents. 

There  are  still  many  hostile  Indians  in  the  swamps 
of  Irwin,  Thomas,  Lownds  and  Ware,  who  give 
just  cause  of  alarm  to  the  inhabitants.  I have  been 
applied  to  for  t lie  means  of  protection,  which  were 
immediately  afforded  by  sending  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion to  those  counties,  and  instructing  the  com- 
manding officers  of  regiments  to  call  out  a mounted 
company  in  each,  for  temporary  security',  until  more 
permanent  arrangements  could  be  made;  and  to  this 


end,  I requested  from  major  gen.  Jesup,  a detach- 
ment of  regular  troops  for  that  service.  The  re- 
quest was  promptly  granted,  and  major  G.  Dear- 
born, with  two  companies,  was  sent  with  instruc- 
tions to  establish  a military  station  at  such  place  in 
Lowndes  or  Ware,  as  might  be  considered  most  eli- 
gible, and  to  call  on  the  commanding  officers  of  the 
militia  in  those,  and  the  adjoining  counties,  for  such 
number  of  troops  as  he  should  deem  necessary  to 
give  security  and  repose  to  the  country. 

Many  of  the  members  of  capt.  Garmany’s  com- 
pany, who  were  engaged  with  the  Creek  Indians  in 
the  battle  of  Shepherd’s  field,  on  the  9th  June  last, 
lost  most  of  their  wearing  apparel  and  were  so  des- 
titute of  these  articles  that  they  could  not  perform 
duty  without  a new  supply'.  The  army  regulations 
make  no  provisions  for  furnishing  clothes  under 
such  circumstances,  and  some  of  these  men  had  not 
the  means  of  procuring  them,  for  they  had  also  lost 
their  money;  and,  therefore,  I purchased  cheap  ar- 
ticles for  them  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty-six  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents,  which  I paid 
out  of  the  contingent  fund. 

The  Georgia  troops  engaged  in  the  Creek  war, 
had  expended  their  own  money  in  providing  them- 
selves with  such  camp  equipage  as  they  believed  to 
be  necessary  on  their  march  io  the  frontier,  and  in 
camp.  Application  was  made  to  the  quartermaster 
of  the  United  States’  army  to  refund  the  amounts 
thus  expended,  but  he  did  not  feel  himself  authoris- 
ed to  do  so,  because  the  quantity  and  quality  of 
many  of  the  articles  purchased,  did  not  correspond 
with  the  army  regulations.  After  several  confer- 
ences which  I had  with  that  officer  on  the  subject, 
he  agreed  to  furnish  the  money  if  I would  assume 
the  responsibility  of  paying  the  accounts  and  set- 
tling with  the  w’ar  department.  This  I consented 
to  do,  rather  than  our  people  should  lose  large  sums 
of  money  expended  by  them  for  the  public  service, 
and  accordingly  I received  from  Mr.  Waite,  the 
quartermaster,  live  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  dollars  and  forty-five  cents,  which  I applied 
to  the  payment  of  these  demands. 

Very  soon  after  the  ratification  by  the  senate  of 
the  United  States,  of  the  treaty  made  between  ge- 
neral Carroll  and  Mr.  Shermerhorn,  the  commis- 
sioners on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians,  (a  copy  of  which  ac- 
companies this  message),  the  people  of  that  section 
of  the  state  became  apprehensive  that  the  Ross 
party,  against  whose  wishes  the  contract  for  their 
removal  to  the  west  was  made,  would,  in  the  then 
situation  of  the  state  in  regard  to  the  Creeks  and 
Seminoles,  become  hostile.  Under  the  influence 
of  this  excitement,  heightened  as  it  was,  by  some 
murders  and  burnings  committed  by  Indians  about 
that  time  in  Walker  county,  petitions  from  several 
parts  of  the  Cherokee  circuit  for  troops,  arms  and 
ammunition,  were  presented  and  granted.  Orders 
were  issued  to  brigadier  general  James  Hemphill 
to  raise  a battalion  of  militia  and  place  them  at 
Lashley’s  Ferry,  on  the  Coosa  river,  for  the  double 
purpose  of  preventing  the  Creeks  from  coming  into 
Georgia,  and  to  keep  the  Cherokees  in  check. 

This  order  was  executed,  and  a battalion  was 
organized  under  the  command  of  major  Charles  H. 
Nelson.  For  further  security,  a part  of  tho  Chero- 
kees were  disarmed,  and  five  hundred  muskets  and 
accoutrements  were  ordered  from  Savannah,  and 
sent  to  Cherokee  county,  with  a sufficiency  of  am- 
munition for  the  use  of  the  people,  in  the  event  of 
any  hostile  movements  on  the  part  of  these  Indians. 
Whether  the  Ross  party  really  intended  any  hostile 
action,  has  not  been  ascertained.  But,  it  was  pro- 
per to  be  prepared  for  it;  and  the  arrangements  on 
the  part  of  Georgia,  together  with  the  appearance 
of  the  Tennessee  troops,  about  that  time,  under 
brigadier  general  Wool  of  the  United  States  army, 
had  the  good  effect  of  quieting  the  fears  of  the  citi- 
zens. 

An  unpleasant  circumstance,  however,  occurred 
between  a company  of  Georgia  volunteers,  under 
command  of  captain  Absalom  Bishop,  forming  a 
part  of  major  Nelson’s  battalion,  and  a portion  of 
the  Tennessee  troops.  Captain  Bishop,  in  obe- 
dience to  orders,  had  arrested  a number  of  Creek 
Indians  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  them  to  Ala- 
bama, to  be  delivered  to  the  proper  officer  having 
charge  of  the  Creek  emigration;  but  before  his  ob- 
ject w’as  effected,  captain  Vernon,  with  a company 
of  Tennessee  volunteers,  demanded  these  Indians, 
and  threatened  to  take  them  from  his  possession, 
and  to  take  him  and  his  company  if  he  resisted. — 
Before,  however,  any  collision  took  place,  general 
Dunlap,  commanding  the  Tennessee  brigade,  ar- 
rived. and  a compromise  was  made,  by  which  cap- 
tain Bishop  kept  possession  of  a part  of  the  Indians,  1 
and  sur-endered  a part  on  the  claim  of  their  being 
Cherokees. 

I have  received  from  general  Dunlap  and  colonel 
William  N.  Bishop,  communications  in  which  dif-  i 


ferent  views  are  taken  of  the  matter,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances are  differently  stated:  each  party  cri- 
minating the  other.  To  the  letter  of  general  Dun- 
lap, I returned  an  answer  objecting  to  the  conduct 
ot  the  Tennessee  company;  and  I also  wrote  to  ge- 
neral Wool,  giving  to  him  the  facts  as  they  had 
been  presented  to  me  by  both  sides,  and  requesting 
him  to  calm  the  troubled  waters.  His  reply  at- 
taching blame  to  each  party,  will  be  found  among 
the  correspondence  on  this  subject  herewith  com- 
municated. 

By  the  treaty  to  which  I have  adverted,  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Cherokees,  the  latter  are 
allowed  until  the  23d  day  of  May,  1838,  to  leave 
the  soil  of  Georgia.  This  convention  will,  I have 
no  doubt,  be  satisfactory  to  the  state,  and  it  will  be 
proper  lor  the  general  assembly  so  to  modify  the 
laws  in  relation  to  these  people  and  their  rights  of 
occupancy,  as  to  do  justice  and  advance  the  inter- 
ests of  the  state. 

In  the  month  of  December  last,  immediately  af- 
ter the  adjournment  of  the  legislature,  I received  a 
letter  from  governor  Cannon,  of  Tennessee,  on  the 
subject  of  the  arrest  by  the  Georgia  guard  of  Mr. 
John  Howard  Payne  within  the  jurisdiction  of  that 
state.  The  act  could  not  be  justified  on  any  prin- 
ciple of  right  or  comity  between  states,  and  had 
been  expressly  condemned  by  a resolution  of  the 
general  assembly  of  Georgia,  before  complaint  was 
made  on  the  part  of  Tennessee.  I replied  to  the 
letter  of  governor  Cannon,  and  enclosed  to  him  a 
copy  of  the  resolution,  which  has  been  satisfactory. 
A copy  of  the  correspondence  is  herewith  transmit- 
ted. 

The  defects  of  our  militia  system,  though,  fi>  a 
certain  extent,  long  known  arid  felt  by  all  who 
take  any  interest  in  having  a well  organized  body 
of  citizen  soldiers,  were  never  so  glaringly  exposed 
as  during  the  Seminole  and  Creek  wars.  " The  ex- 
isting law  offers  so  little  inducement  for  persons  of 
suitable  capacity  to  accept  offices  in  the  militia, 
that  even  the  high  stations  of  colonel  and  major 
were  found  vacant  in  many  of  the  counties,  during 
the  excitement  of  the  past  year.  By  the  act  of 
1818,  no  provision  is  made  for  the  e’ection  or  ap- 
pointment of  field  officers  to  volunteer  troops,  and 
it  is  very  doubtful  w'hether  the  legislature  intended, 
by  the  45th  section  of  that  act,  to  vest  in  the  go- 
vernor the  appointment  of  those  officers  in  the  case 
of  drafted  militia.  In  the  absence,  therefore,  of 
any  law'  on  this  subject  in  regard  to  volunteers,  and 
with  the  great  doubt  of  power  in  respect  to  draft- 
ed men,  I permitted  both  species  of  troops  in  the 
Creek  campaign  to  elect  their  field  officers,  to 
whom  I gave  commissions  to  continue  during  the 
time  they  should  remain  in  that  service. 

There  is  another  omission  in  this  act  which  it 
would  be  well  to  supply;  there  is  no  penalty  fixed 
against  them  who,  after  appearing  at  the  place  of 
rendezvous,  shall  refuse  to  enter  the  service  of  the 
United  States. 

The  office  of  adjutant  general  has  been  vacant 
for  twelve  months.  The  legislature,  at  the  last 
session,  failed  to  fill  it,  and  I deemed  it  unnecessa- 
ry to  do  so  during  the  recess  of  that  body,  because 
I could  not  expect  to  obtain  the  services  of  any  in- 
dividual without  compensation,  and  there  is  none 
now  attached  to  the  office,  except  the  inadequate 
amount  of  thirty  day’s  pay,  in  each  year,  of  an  offi- 
cer of  like  grade  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 
I would  respectfully  recommend  that,  in  revising 
the  system,  provision  be  made  for  an  adjutant  and 
assistant  adjutant  general,  with  a competent  salary 
to  each,  to  induce  him  to  give  his  whole  time  and 
talents  to  the  subject. 

The  nature  of  this  communication  will  not  allow 
me  to  enter  into  a detail  of  all  the  defects  and  im- 
perfections of  the  present  militia  laws;  nor  do  I 
consider  it  necessary,  as  recent  experience  has  so 
fully  developed  them,  that  they  will  not  escape  the 
intelligent  observation  of  the  legislature. 

The  ordinary  arms,  for  the  purchase  of  which 
an  appropriation  was  made  by  the  general  assem- 
bly at  the  last  session,  have  been  contracted  for 
through  the  agency  of  the  war  department,  the  se- 
cretary having  politely  offered  to  have  them  fabri- 
cated after  the  model  of  those  used  in  the  armv, 
and  at  the  price  paid  by  the  United  States  for  simi- 
lar articles.  The  swords,  pistol-holsters  and  ac- 
coutrements have  been  finished,  received  and  paid 
for,  and  are  of  a superior  quality  lor  the  price;  but 
the  pistols  have  not  yet  arrived.  The  sum  appro- 
priated W'as  ten  thousand  dollars,  with  which  three 
hundred  and  forty  setts  have  been  purchased.  The 
cost  of  the  swords,  holsters  and  accoutrements  in- 
cluding commissions,  freight  and  insurance  is  four 
thousand  four  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars  and 
ninety-six  cents. 

The  act  authorising  the  purchase  of  these  arms 
requires  the  governor  to  distribute  them  to  cavalry 
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corps.  The  number  obtained  will  furnish  only  five 
or  six  companies,  and  it  will  be  an  unpleasant  task 
for  him  to  determine  which  shall  be  thus  favored  to 
the  exclusion  of  all  others.  As  all  the  companies 
will  have  an  equal  claim,  and  very  few  of  them  can 
be  accommodated,  it  will  be  well  for  the  general 
assembly  to  determine,  whether,  under  the  circum- 
stances, these  arms  shall  be  distributed,  or  kept  in 
the  arsenal  to  be  used  by  such  volunteers  as  may 
be  called  into  service,  in  the  event  of  an  emergen- 
cy making  such  call  necessary. 

No  military  fund  was  created  by  the  appropria- 
tion act  of  the  last  session,  and,  consequently,  I 
have  not  been  enabled  to  pay  the  brigade  inspec- 
tors and  others  having  military  accounts  against 
the  state. 

The  cartridge  boxes,  bayonet  scabbards  and  belts 
which  had  been  contracted  for,  under  authority  of 
a resolution  of  the  general  assembly,  passed  at  the 
session  of  1S24,  have  been  received  and  paid  for. 

The  reports  of  the  keepers  of  the  public  arsenals 
at  Savannah  and  Milledgeville,  will  be  found 
among  the  documents,  and  will  show  the  number 
and  condition  of  the  arms  and  accoutrements,  and 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  ammunition. 

I have  received  a communication  from  colonel 
Bomford,  of  the  ordnance  department,  stating  that 
Georgia  is  entitled,  under  the  act  of  congress  of 
ISOS,  to  a quota  of  arms  up  to  the  first  January 
last,  equal  in  value  to  548,  7-13  muskets,  and  re- 
questing that  I would  designate  the  kind  of  arms 
the  state  would  prefer.  In  answer  to  this  commu- 
nication, I have  directed  the  amount  to  be  paid  in 
Jagers  or  rifles,  with  the  necessary  accoutrements. 

The  Georgia  arms  which  were  used  during  the 
Creek  war,  were,  on  the  discharge  of  the  troops,  de- 
livered to  the  United  States  ordnance  officer  at  Co- 
lumbus; and,  by  direction  of  the  commanding  gene- 
ral, hive  been  sent  to  the  arsenal  at  Mount  Ver- 
non, in  Alabama,  to  be  put  in  good  order.  These, 
or  others  equally  good,  will  in  due  time,  be  return- 
ed to  the  state. 

The  state  having  no  gunpowder  suitable  for  small 
arms,  and  there  being  frequent  calls  for  that  article 
during  the  recent  Indian  excitements,  I caused  se- 
venty-five ktgs  to  be  purchased,  most  of  which  is 
now  in  the  magazine  at  this  place. 

The  addition  to  the  south  end  of  the  capitol, 
which  was  authorised  by  an  act  of  the  general  as- 
sembly, passed  on  the  20th  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four,  and  for  the 
erection  of  which  a contract  was  entered  into  be- 
tween the  state  and  Messrs.  Smith,  Tucker  & Mar- 
ler,  has  been  completed.  So  far  as  I can  judge,  the 
work  has  been  well  executed,  and  the  contractors 
have  received  the  sum  of  twelve  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  the  whole  amount  of  the  appropria- 
tion. But  there  still  remains  a balance  of  fifteen 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars  eighty-three  cents 
due  to  them,  for  the  payment  of  which,  an  addition- 
al appropriation  should  be  made.  Besides  this 
work,  some  repairs  and  extra  improvements  were 
deemed  necessary  to  preserve  the  house  against  in- 
jury from  the  weather,  as  also  to  improve  its  gene- 
ral appearance.  The  several  accounts  to  be  ren- 
dered for  these,  will  probably  amount  to  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  for  this  sum,  also,  an  appropriation 
is  requested. 

But  the  building  is  still  unfinished.  The  plat- 
forms and  steps  at  the  eastern  and  western  doors 
are  in  a very  dilapidated  state,  and  not  suited  in  ap- 
pearance, or  utility,  to  the  beautiful  structure  of 
which  they  now  form  the  vestibules.  These  ought 
to  be  removed  and  their  places  supplied  with 
porches  and  colonnades,  corresponding  with  the 
rest  oi'the  edifice.  And,  as  a finishing  touch  to  the 
whole,  the  interior  should  be  neatly  painted. 

In  conformity  to  a resolution  of  the  last  session 
of  the  legislature,  the  public  square  around  the  cap- 
ital has  been  improved,  by  levelling  the  surface  as 
far  as  was  deemed  necessary  at  this  time.  That 
n=rt  of  the  resolution  requiring  trees  and  shrubbery 
tv  be  planted,  has  not  been  executed;  because  be- 
fore that  is  done,  there  should  be  a good  enclosure 
to  protect  them.  The  area  of  the  present  campus 
is  too  large.  It  ought  to  be  contracted  to  about  210 
yards  square  and  enclosed  with  a good,  neat  and 
durable  fence. 

The  committee  appointed  to  contract  for,  and  su- 
perintend the  building  of  a house  for  the  residence 
of  the  governor,  have  not  been  able  to  succeed  in 
procuring  an  undertaker.  Two  causes  have  con- 
sumed to  prevent  them;  the  inadequacy  of  the  ap- 
propriation, by  reason  of  the  enhanced  value  of 
material  and  labor,  and  the  great  demand,  every 
where,  for  architects  and  mechanics.  The  only 
propositions  that  were  submitted,  to  erect  a build- 
ing of  proper  dimensions  and  in  good  style,  were  at 
t e prices  of  twenty-four  and  eighteen  thousand 
dfllars.  The  sum  appropriated  to  build  and  fur- 


nish, was  only  fifteen  thousand,  and  consequently, 
neither  of  these  propositions  could  be  accepted. — 

It  will  be  for  the  legislature,  now  to  determine, 
whether  an  additional  sum  shall  be  appropriated  to 
carry  into  effect  the  object  contemplated  in  the  re- 
solution of  the  last  session. 

The  arsenal,  in  Milledgeville,  is  unfortunately  so 
located  as  to  obstruct  the  view  of  the  capitol  from 
the  principal  part  of  the  town,  and  diminish,  to  a 
great  extent,  the  beauty  of  that  edifice  and  the 
grounds  around  it;  and  the  building  is  not  properly 
adapted  to  the  uses  for  which  it  was  intended.  I, 
therefore,  respectfully  submit  for  the  consideration 
of  the  general  assembly,  the  propriety  of  removing 
it  to  some  more  suitable  place  and  rebuilding  it  on 
a better  plan. 

Copies  of  the  semi-annual  reports  made  to  the 
executive  department  by  the  several  incorporated 
banks  of  this  state,  in  terms  of  the  law,  as  also  the 
annual  report  of  the  central  bank  of  Georgia,  are 
herewith  submitted  to  the  general  assembly. 

Agreeable  to  the  requisition  of  the  fifth  rule  and 
ninth  section  of  the  charter  of  the  batik  of  Darien, 

I have  appointed  Messrs.  Joseph  Gumming  of  the 
city  of  Savannah,  James  Hamilton  Couper  of  Mc- 
Intosh county  and  William  W.  Holt  of  the  city  of 
Augusta,  to  represent  the  state’s  interest  in  a meet- 
ing of  the  stockholders  of  that  institution,  which 
was  called  in  conformity  to  the  charter,  and  to  be 
held  at  the  principal  bank  in  Darien,  on  the  third 
day  of  this  inst.  It  will  be  proper  to  make  provi- 
sion to  compensate  these  gentlemen  for  their  labors. 

A list  of  executive  warrants  drawn  on  the  treasu- 
ry during  the  past  political  year,  as  also  of  execu- 
tive appointments  made  during  the  same  period, 
will  be  found  among  the  documents  accompanying 
this  communication. 

The  act  of  the  general  assembly,  passed  on  the 
tenth  day  of  December,  1810,  declares  that  the 
standard  of  weights  and  measures  established  by 
the  corporation  of  Savannah  and  Augusta,  shall 
be  the  standard  weights  and  measures  in  this  state, 
until  the  congress  of  the  United  States  shall  have 
made  provision  on  the  subject.  This  provision  was 
made  by  a resolution  passed  at  the  last  session  of 
congress,  which  directs  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry “to  cause  a complete  set  of  all  the  weights  and 
measures  adopted  as  standards,  and  now  either 
made,  or  in  the  progress  of  manufacture,  for  the  use 
of  the  several  custom  houses  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses, to  be  delivered  to  the  governor  of  each  state  in 
the  union,  or  such  person  as  he  may  appoint,  for 
the  use  of  the  states  respectively,  to  the  end  that 
an  uniform  standard  of  weights  and  measures  may 
be  established  throughout  the  United  States.”. 

Congress  having  thus  acted  on  the  subject,  the 
general  assembly  should  so  alter  the  act  of'  1810  as 
to  conform  to  this  resolution,  and  alford  facilities 
for  extending  to  every  part  of  the  state,  the  bene- 
fits to  be  derived  from  a uniform  standard  of  weights 
and  measures. 

I have  received  from  several  of  our  sister  states, 
resolutions  of  their  legislatures  on  the  subjects  of 
abolition,  rail  roads,  the  treaty  with  France,  the 
mode  of  electing  the  president  and  vice  president 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  surplus  revenue,  with 
a request  that  I should  lay  them  before  the  general 
assembly.  They  are  herewith  transmitted  to  the 
house  of  representatives. 

By  the  14th  section  of  the  act  of  1793,  and  the 
resolution  of  1834,  the  governor  is  required  to  de- 
fray, from  the  contingent  fund,  the  expenses  of  pre- 
venting the  spread  of  the  small  pox.  Under  the 
authority  of  these  acts,  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
two  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars  and  one  cent, 
has  been  expended  during  the  past  year,  and  seve- 
ral accounts  remain  unsettled  some  of  the  charges 
being  of  a character  which  I did  not  feel  myself  au- 
thorised to  pav;  such,  for  example,  as  the  value  of 
clothes  committed  to  the  flames  and  physicians’ 
bills.  It  would  be  well  for  the  legislature  to  estab- 
lish some  rule  on  the  subject  for  the  government  of 
the  executive  and  the  people. 

Almost  every  year  this  disease  visits  our  state, 
and  produces  a panic  wherever  it  takes  up  its 
abode.  It  has  become  a subject  of  deep  interest  to 
the  people,  and  calls  for  the  intelligent  action  of  the 
legislature  in  devising  the  most  effectual  and,  at  the 
same  time,  humane  means  of  preventing  the  spread 
of  the  disease.  Among  these,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  vaccination  is  the  most  efficacious  and 
should  therefore  be  encouraged  by  offering  to  the 
people  every  facility  in  the  obtainment  of  the  vac- 
cine matter.  To  do  this,  an  agent  ought  to  be  ap- 
pointed, whose  duty  it  should  be  to  keen  on  hand, 
at  all  times,  a sufficient  quantity  of  fresh  virus,  to 
be  by  him,  on  application,  furnished  to  persons  de- 
siring it  in  all  parts  of  the  state,  the  expense  of 
which  should  be  paid  from  the  public  treasury. 

In  pursuance  of  the  authority  vested  in  the  go- 
vernor, by  a resolution  of  last  session,  on  the  sub- 


ject of  the  education  of  the  indigent  deaf  and  dumb 
in  this  state,  I have  appointed  the  rev.  Elijah  Sin- 
clair the  commissioner  to  carry  into  effect  the  hu- 
mane and  charitable  views  of  the  general  assem- 
bly. This  gentleman  had  been  appointed  to  the 
same  office  by  my  immediate  predecessor  under  a 
previous  resolution,  and  had  discharged  his  duty 
with  such  high  credit  himself,  and  great  benefit  to 
the  unfortunate  objects  of  the  state’s  bounty,  that 
it  gave  me  pleasure  to  reappoint  him. 

This  provision  so  honorable  to  the  state,  in  be- 
half of  an  unlortunate  portion  of  our  fellow  beings, 
suggests  the  propriety  of  extending  the  public  cha- 
rity to  another  class  having  equal  claims  to  our 
sympathy. 

Humanity  requires  that  a comfortable  place  of  re- 
fuge should  be  provided  for  the  lunatic  and  the 
madman  to  alleviate  their  sufferings,  and  to  protect 
the  community  against  their  involuntary  acts;  and 
that  such  as  are  indigent  should  be  maintained  at 
the  public  expense.  I invite  the  attention  of  the 
general  assembly  to  the  subject,  and  recommend  an 
appropriation  of  such  money  as  may  be  deemed  ne- 
cessary for  the  erection  of  a lunatic  asylum  for  the 
reception  and  accommodation  of  persons  thus  af- 
flicted. 

I herewith  transmit  to  the  general  assembly  a 
copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  which 
assembled  at  Knoxville,  in  the  state  of  Tennessee, 
on  the  4th  of  July  last,  to  take  into  consideration 
the  proposed  Louisville,  Cincinnati  and  Charleston, 
rail  road.  Georgia  was  ably  represented  in  that 
convention  by  delegates  from  dinerent  sections  of 
the  state,  who  clearly  demonstrated  that  the  cheap- 
est and  most  practicable  route  to  the  southern  At- 
lantic coast  is  through  the  territory  of  Georgia. — 
Charters  have  been  granted  by  the  states  of  Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee,  North  Carolina  and  South  Caro- 
lina for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a continuous 
rail  road  from  Cincinnati  to  Charleston,  passing 
through  these  states,  and  the  question  will  be  pre- 
sented to  Georgia,  whether  she  will  grant  a charter 
authorising  a rail  road  to  join  the  main  trunk  of 
this  great  work  at  some  convenient  point  in  Ten- 
nessee. 

The  great  advantage  of  rail  road  communications 
in  producing  individual  profit  and  public  conveni- 
ence, by  the  speedy  transportation  of  persons  and 
property,  have  been  so  fully  developed,  that  it  can- 
not be  necessary,  at  this  time,  to  elucidate  them  to 
an  enlightened  people.  They  are  stimulating  indi- 
vidual enterprise  in  every  quarter,  and  should  not 
escape  the  intelligent  forecast  of  the  statesman,  de- 
vising for  his  country,  prosperity  in  peace  and  secu- 
rity jn  war. 

Hitherto,  no  attempt  has  been  made  thus  to  con- 
nect the  west  with  the  south;  because,  until  recent- 
ly, the  intervening  mountains  have  been  considered 
an  insuperable  barrier.  But  now,  that  all  physmnl 
difficulties  recede  before  the  light  of  science,  the 
people  of  Georgia  owe  it  to  themselves  to  second, 
with  energy  and  liberality,  the  great  enterp-se 
which  is  projected  of  connecting  Cincinnati  with 
the  southern  Atlantic  coast.  They  can  avail  them- 
selves of  its  advantages  with  less  trouble  and  ex- 
ense  than  any  other  portion  of  the  south,  as  it  has 
een  ascertained,  by  actual  survey,  that  the  entire 
line  from  an  eligible  point  on  the  northern  or  north 
western  part  of  the  state,  to  Knoxville,  in  Tennes- 
see, by  way  of  the  Rabun  gap  and  other  routes, 
may  be  passed  on  a rail  road,  without  a single  in- 
clined plane , and  without  the  least  difficulty  in  the 
employment  of  locomotive  engines.  Personal  in- 
terest, public  utility,  state  pride,  every  feeling 
which  should  impel  man  to  exertion  in  a good 
cause,  appeal  to  us  most  signally  in  behalf  of  this 
stupendous  object;  and,  surely,  every  Georgian  will 
respond  with  a spirit  becoming  the  people  and  the 
occasion. 

Every  exertion  in  the  power  of  the  executive 
was  made  to  procure  a competent  engineer,  to  ex- 
amine the  passes  in  the  mountains  on  the  northern 
line  of  Georgia,  in  time  to  lav  the  result  before  the 
Knoxville  convention,  but  without  success.  I had 
determined  to  employ  Mr.  James  Stephens,  of 
Rhode  Island,  who  had  produced  high  testimonials 
of  his  qualifications  for  the  task,  but,  unfortunately, 
directed  my  letter  containing  the  appointment,  to 
Providence  instead  of  Newport,  so  that  it  did  not 
reach  him,  and  the  error  was  not  discovered  until  a 
few  weeks  ago,  after  I had  given  the  office  to  an- 
other. I regret,  on  Mr.  Stephens’ account,  that  the 
mistake  occurred,  although  no  injury  has  been  sus- 
tained by  Georgia  in  consequence  of  the  delay. — 
Early  in  the  month  of  August  last,  I appointed  col. 
A.  II.  Brisbane,  of  South  Carolina,  a gentleman  of 
character,  ability  and  high  attainments  in  his  pro- 
fession, civil  engineer  for  the  state  of  Georgia. — 
He  called  to  his  aid,  Mr.  Edwrard  B.  White,  a gen- 
tleman highly  qualified  for  the  task,  and  immedi- 
ately commenced  the  examination  of  the  passes  in 
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the  mountains,  as  directed  by  the  resolution  of  the 
last  session.  They  have  finished  the  survey  of  the 
route  by  the  Rabun  gap  and  submitted  a report  of 
their  proceedings,  accompanied  by  maps  and  esti- 
mates; all  of  which  are  herewith  transmitted  to  the 
house  of  representatives.  They  are  now  engaged 
in  the  examination  of  the  other  passes,  which  will 
soon  be  completed,  and  a report  on  the  whole  sub- 
ject will  be  laid  before  the  general  assembly  at  an 
early  period  of  the  session. 

By  an  act,  passed  on  the  22d  day  of  December, 
1835,  the  sum  e£  ten  thousand  dollars  was  appro- 
priated for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
Eliot  river,  and  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Chattahoochie.  No 
part  of  either  of  these  sums  has  been  drawn  from 
the  treasury,  because  the  provisions  of  the  act  have 
not  been  complied  with,  and  no  application  has 
been  made  for  the  money,  except  on  the  part  of 
the  commissioners  of  Flint  river,  who  adopted  a 
plan  of  operations  which  seemed  to  me  to  be  con- 
trary to  the  directions  of  the  law,  and  particularly 
to  the  4th  section. 

Whilst  on  the  subject  of  internal  improvements, 
it  is  proper  that  I should  call  the  attention  of  the 
general  assembly  to  the  “Savannah,  Ogeechee  and 
Altamaha  canal.”  The  state  has  invested  ninety- 
eight  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  in  this  enterprise, 
and  thus  far  no  dividend  of  interest  or  profit  has 
been  returned;  nor,  from  present  appearances,  is  it 
likely  that  any  benefit  will  be  derived  from  it.  It 
has  been  advertised  by  the  sheriff  of  Chatham  coun- 
ty to  be  sold  under  execution,  at  the  suit  of  an  in- 
dividual, for  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  and 
application  was  made  to  me,  by  the  director  on  the 
part  of  the  state,  for  advice  what  course  to  pursue. 
Having  no  authority  to  draw  money  from  the  trea- 
sury for  such  purpose,  I so  informed  the  director, 
anti  reminded  him  that  the  canal  was  pledged  to  the 
state  for  the  return  of  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, the  amount  originally  loaned  to  Mr.  Jencks; 
and  that  the  purchaser,  at  sheriff’s  sales,  would 
take  the  property  with  that  incumbrance.  I have 
since  learned  by  a letter  from  Mr.  Arnold,  the  di- 
rector, that  the  sale  of  the  canal  has  been  postponed 
to  the  first  Tuesday  in  December  next,  when  it 
will  certainly  take  place,  unless  the  judgment  be 
paid. 

The  spirit  of  internal  improvement,  so  onward 
and  vigorous  in  our  sister  states,  is  extending  itself 
in  our  own  and  stimulating  private  enterprise  to 
efforts,  which,  though  local  and  personal  in  their 
purposes,  embrace  so  many  interests,  and  contri- 
bute so  greatly  to  the  general  convenience,  that 
they  seem  to  be  justly  entitled  to  a portion  of  the 
public  patronage. 

Intimately  connected  with  this  subject,  is  that  of 
the  geological  structure  of  the  stale,  and  of  its  mi- 
neral resources.  A proper  knowledge  of  these  is 
necessary  to  a prudent  and  profitable  location  of 
canals  and  rail  roads,  and  should  have  their  influ- 
ence in  directing  their  course.  Thus  far,  Georgia 
has  scarcely  looked  beneath  her  surface,  and  her 
great  staple  commodity  has  been  the  only  article  of 
transportation  within  the  contemplation  of  those 
who  have  projected  schemes  of  internal  improve- 
ment, whilst  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from  geo- 
logical investigation  has  been  entirely  overlooked. 
In  such  a survey  the  whole  state  is  interested,  not 
merely  in  the  increased  variety  of  its  products,  but 
in  the  promotion  of  the  most  efficient  culture,  by 
disclosing  the  character  and  capacity  of  the  soil. — 
Her  territory,  and  particularly  that  part  compre- 
hended within  Hie  Cherokee  circuit,  is  believed  to 
abound  in  mines  of  gold,  marble,  iron,  limestone, 
salt  and  other  valuable  minerals.  These  concealed 
treasures  which  should  be  made  tributary  to  her 
knowledge  and  wealth  are  worthy  of  your  enligh- 
tened consideration,  and  the  provision  necessary  to 
a full  and  scientific  examination  of  them  ought  not 
longer  to  delayed.  I suggest,  therefore,  the  pro- 
priety of  employing  a competent  geologist  to  make 
a thorough  survey  of  the  state,  with  a view  to  the 
ascertainment  of  its  mineral  and  agricultural  re- 
sources, and  the  pruper  location  of  works  of  internal 
imnrovement. 

Since  the  above  was  written,  I have  received  from 
Mr.  John  R.  Cotting,  a letter  dated  at  Augusta,  on 
the  25th  ultimo,  accompanied  by  a report  of  a geo- 
logical and  agricultural  examination  made  bv  him, 
during  the  past  summer  of  the  counties  of  Burke 
and  Richmond.  This  survey  was  executed  at  the 
expense  o:  individuals  of  those  counties,  and  is 
highly  creditable  to  their  public  spirit;  and,  as  far 
as  I can  judge,  equally  to  the  skill  and  capacity  of 
Mr.  Cotting  as  a scientific  ami  practical  geologist. 

I avail  myself,  with  pleasure,  of  the  opportunity 
thus  afforded  me  of  sending  to  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives this  letter  and  report,  with  the  hop"  that 
they  may  add  force  to  tile  recommendation  I have 
submitted. 


The  reports  of  the  inspectors  and  principal  keep- 
er of  the  penitentiary  are  herewith  submitted.  They 
will  show  that  during  the  past  year  a profit  has  been 
made  on  the  labor  of  the  convicts,  and  that  after 
deducting  from  the  good  debts  due  to  the  institution, 
those  which  it  owes,  there  will  be  a balance  in  its  fa- 
vor of  ten  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty-five  dol- 
lars. This  may  be  considered  a prosperous  condi- 
tion, and  yet,  owing  to  the  practice  which  has  here- 
tofore prevailed  of  giving  a general  credit  on  arti- 
cles sold,  the  officers  are  embarrassed  and  need  the 
aid  of  the  legislature  until  collections  can  be  made. 
This  practice  will  shortly  cease,  as  the  inspectors 
have,  I think  wisely,  determined  to  require  cash  for 
all  work  done,  and  articles  manufactured  after  the 
first  day  of  January  next,  and  to  force,  if  necessa- 
ry, the  payment  of  all  available  debts.  Other  causes 
have  operated  to  the  injury  of  the  institution,  but  a 
radical  reform  has  been  commenced,  and,  I have  no 
doubt,  will  be  continued  much  to  its  advantage. 

I respectfully  add  my  recommendation  to  that  of 
the  inspectors  to  appropriate,  or  lend  to  the  peni- 
tentiary the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  to  enable 
them  to  provide  materials  and  subsistence  until,  by 
collections,  they  can  procure  the  necessary  funds. 

I would  respectfully  invite  the  attention  of  the 
legislature  to  the  amendment  of  the  first  section  of 
the  third  article  of  the  constitution,  which  provides 
for  the  establishment  of  a supreme  court  for  the 
correction  of  errors  committed  in  the  superior 
courts.  The  judicial  system  of  Georgia  (if  that 
can  be  called  a system  which  has  no  head)  has  al- 
ways been  an  anomaly  in  jurisprudence.  There 
are  now  ten  judicial  districts,  having  a judge  to 
preside  in  each,  w'ho  is  independent  of  the  others 
and  subject  to  no  control.  His  opinions  are  the  law 
of  the  district  during  the  time  he  shall  continue  in 
office,  but  no  longer — they  do  not  bind  his  succes- 
sor. These  judges  often  decide  the  same  question 
differently,  so  that  what  i3  law  in  one  district  is  not 
law  in  another,  and,  as  a matter  of  course,  we  have 
no  such  thing,  in  fact,  as  laws  of  Georgia,  although 
the  legislature  have  enacted,  and  do  annually  enact, 
what  purport  to  be  such.  It  is  a matter,  therefore, 
of  the  first  importance,  not  only  to  the  interests  of 
the  people,  but  to  tile  character  and  honor  of  the 
state,  that  you  should,  at  the  present  session,  orga- 
nize the  supreme  court,  and  thereby  establish  a head 
to  direct  the  operations  of  the  judiciary  and  render 
the  law  uniform  throughout  the  state.  Apart,  how- 
ever, from  any  reasoning  on  the  subject,  the  consti- 
tution, which  we  have  all  sworn  to  support,  is  im- 
perative, and  declares  that  “the  judicial  powers  of 
this  state  shall  be  vested  in  a supreme  court  for 
the  correction  of  errors,”  & c.  &c.  This  court  can 
be  organized  only  by  the  legislature,  and  so  long  as 
they  fail  to  do  it,  so  long  will  the  people  be  deprived 
of  their  constitutional  right. 

By  an  act  of  congress,  approved  by  the  president 
of  the  United  States  on  the  23d  day  of  June  last,  en- 
titled “An  act  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  pub- 
lic money,”  a portion  of  the  revenue  of  the  federal 
government  has  been  directed  to  be  deposited  with 
the  states.  The  13th  section  of  this  act  provides, 
that  when  the  money  in  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, the  surplus  shall  be  deposited  with  such  of  the 
states,  in  proportion  to  their  representation  in  the 
senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States,  as  shall,  by  law,  authorise  their  treasurers  or 
the  competent  authorities  to  receive  the  same  on 
the  terms  in  that  section  specified.  These  terms 
are,  that  the  faith  of  the  state  shall  be  pledged  for 
the  safe  keeping  and  repayment  of  the  money  and 
every  part  thereof,  from  lime  to  time,  whenever  the 
same  shall  b"  required  by  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury of  the  United  States  lor  the  purpose  of  defray- 
ing any  wants  of  the  public  treasury  beyond  the 
amount  of  five  millions.  And,  as  an  inducement, 
to  each  state  to  receive  its  proportion  of  the  public 
treasure  on  deposite,  it  is  declared  in  the  same  sec- 
tion, that  if  any  states  declines  to  do  so  on  the  terms 
mentioned  in  the  act,  the  same  shall  be  deposited 
with  the  other  states  agreeing  to  accept  the  same  on 
deposite  in  the  proportion  pointed  out  by  the  act. 
It  is  then  declared,  that  when  these  deposites,  or 
any  part  of  them  shall  be  wanted  by  the  secretary 
to  meet  the  appropriations  made  by  law,  the  same 
shall  be  called  for  in  ratable  proportions  within  one 
year,  as  nearly  as  conveniently  may  be,  from  the  dif- 
ferent states  with  which  the  same  is  deposited;  and 
shall  not  be  called  for  in  sums  exceeding  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  from  any  one  state  in  any  one  month, 
without  previous  notice  of  30  days  foi;  every  addition- 
al sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  which  may,  at 
any  time,  be  required.  By  the  14th  section  of  the 
act,  this  surplus  money  is  ordered  to  be  paid  to  the 
states  in  the  following  proportions,  and  at  the  fol- 
lowing times,  viz:  One  quarter  part  on  the  first  day 
of  June  1837,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be:  one 
quarter  part  on  the  first  day  of  April:  one  quarter  | 


I part  on  the  first  day  of  July,  and  one  quarter  part  on 
the  first  day  of  October;  all  in  the  same  year.  A 
copy  of  the  law,  and  of  the  letter  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  on  the  subject,  will  be  found  among 
the  documents  accompanying  this  message. 

This  act  of  congress  presents  a subject  of  no 
ordinary  interest,  and  involves  principles  which 
demand  the  deliberate  investigation  of  the  general 
assembly.  Although  the  law  is  nominally  consti- 
tutional because  it  purports  to  be  “an  act  to  re- 
gulate the  deposites  of  the  public  money,”  and  so 
tar  as  that  purpose  was  entertained,  may  be  con- 
sidered as  really  so,  yet,  declarations  at  the  time  of 
its  enactment,  and  since,  by  some  of  its  ablest  ad- 
vocates, that  these  deposites  were  intended  as  do- 
nations never  to  be  reclaimed;  and  the  simultaneous 
avowal  by  the  great  beneficiaries  of  the  tariff,  that 
this  policy  was  to  become  a system  to  conciliate 
the  complaining  states,  are  calculated  to  excite  a 
jealous  watchfulness  of  innovation,  and  of  every 
efiort  to  allure,  or  force  us  from  the  primitive  purity 
of  our  government. 

“We  must  fear  these  Greeks,  even  though  they 
come  with  presents  in  their  hands.” 

The  framers  of  the  constitution  never  could  have 
contemplated  the  accumulation  of  redundant  re- 
venue, to  foster  particular  interests  in  its  collec- 
tion, and  subsidize  others  in  its  distribution.  Against 
such  a system  of  injustice  and  corruption,  I trust 
that  Georgia  will  enter  her  solomn  protest,  and  call 
for  such  a reduction  of  the  tariff,  as  will  prevent 
further  unnecessary  accumulation  and  division  ot 
the  people’s  money. 

Georgia,  will,  I hope,  never  consent  to  give  up 
her  independence  and  be  supported  by  the  surplus 
revenue  of  the  United  States.  She  has  ample  re- 
sources of  her  own,  and  if  she  had  not,  she  could 
obtain  money  from  her  people,  who  are  too  proud 
to  permit  her  to  be  the  beneficiary  of  the  federal 
government,  which  has  no  means  of  supplying  her 
wants,  other  than  those  obtained  liorn  the  people 
by  the  exercise  of  a power  delegated  for  another 
purpose,  but  improperly  applied  to  raise  money  to 
corrupt  them. 

T wo  questions  for  the  consideration  of  the  general 
assembly  arise  on  this  law.  First,  will  the  state 
receive  her  proportion  of  the  surplus  upon  the 
terms  proposed?  And  secondly,  if  she  so  receive  it, 
how  snail  it  be  disposed  of? 

As  regards  the  first,  I presume  there  can  be  little, 
or  no  difference  of  opinion,  because,  if  rejected,  it 
would  go  to  the  other  states  and  strengthen  opposi- 
tion to  any  objection  she  might  urge  against  a 
measure  already  sustained  by  an  overwhelming  ma- 
jority. 

And  as  there  is  no  reasonable  ground  to  hope  that 
all,  or  even  a majority  of  the  states,  will  refuse  to 
receive  the  money,  Georgia,  by  doing  so,  could  not, 
unaided  by  her  sister  states,  arrest  the  operation  of 
the  law,  or  give  a sufficient  rebuke  to  congress  for 
thus  sporting  with  the  best  interest  of  the  republic. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  state  will  act  with 
commendable  policy  and  violate  no  principle,  if  she 
receive  her  proportion  of  the  surplus  revenue  upon 
the  terms  and  condition  prescribed  in  the  act. 

The  second  question  is  one  upon  which,  it  is  pro- 
bable, there  may  be  some  diversity  of  opinion— not 
in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  state’s  interest  in  the 
fund,  and  her  obligation  to  return  it,  but,  as  to  the 
mode  of  investing  it. 

The  money  to  ue  deposited  is,  and  will  continue 
to  be  the  property  of  the  United  btates.  it  may  u. , 
that  this  fund  is  not  intended  to  be  reclaimed,  and 
unless  war  should  cut  off  the  revenue  from  com- 
merce, it  probably  never  will  ba,  but,  whatever 
may  have  been  the  real  design  of  those  who  enact- 
ed the  law,  we  will  be  bound  by  its  terms  and 
should  be  prepared,  at  all  times,  to  redeem  the  pledge 
it  exacts. 

The  amount  to  be  received  by  Georgia  will  pro- 
bably be  one  million  of  dollars.  This  sum.  at  a 
moderate  interest,  will  yield  an  income  which, 
added  to  the  other  income  of  the  state,  will  be 
sufficient  to  support  the  government.  I would, 
therefore,  respectfully  recommend  that  the  fund  be 
so  disposed  oi  as  to  make  it,  by  loan  on  good  securi- 
ty, available,  when  required,  to  redeem  our  pledge, 
and  profitable  whilst  it  remains  on  deposite.  ° 

These,  fellow  citizens,  are  the  principal  subjects 
to  which  I have  deemed  it  my  duty,  at  this  time,  to 
call  your  attention,  and  I earnestly  invite  your  de- 
liberate consideration  of  all  the  topics  of  general 
interest  to  which  1 have  adverted.  Other  matters 
of  less  importance,  as  also  such  as  mnv  arise  diirinr 
the  session,  will  be  submitted  to  you  in  specicl 
communications — and  no  exertions  on  my  part  sha'l 
be  wanting  to  render  you  such  aid,  in  the  course  of 
your  labors,  as  my  official  situation  may  render  pro- 
per, or  enable  me  to  afford. 

WILLIAM  SCHLEY. 
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FOREIGN  CHRONICLE. 

Poverty.  We  little  dream  in  this  country  of  the 
reverses  which  attend  some  of  the  titled  personages 
of  Europe.  An  inquest  was  lately  held  in  England 
on  the  body  of  a baronet  who  died  for  want  of  pro- 
per food  in  a miserable  lodging.  He  had  been  ruin- 
ed by  a law  suit.  Among  some  debtors  proclaim- 
ed outlaws  at  a sheriff’s  court,  were  lord  William 
Paget,  sir  John  de  Beauvoir  and  Long  Wellesley, 
the  brother  of  Wellington.  The  unfortunate  col. 
Gustafson,  the  ex-king  of  Sweden,  the  lineal  de- 
scendant of  the  great  Gustavus  is  wandering  about 
Europe,  often  an  outside  passengeron  astage  coach, 
because  he  is  too  poor  to  pay  for  a more  comfortable 
seat.  Compared  with  such  instances  of  fallen  rank, 
how  enviable  is  the  condition  of  our  republican 
farmers  and  mechanics,  whose  industry  secures 
them  from  the  possibility  of  want.  As  the  popula- 
tion of  the  world  increases,  all  aristocracy,  save 
that  of  money,  will  decrease. 

Ancient  British  coins.  After  all  the  learning  that 
has  been  exhausted  by  Pegg  and  others  to  show 
that  the  ancient  coins  bore  objects  of  heathen  wor- 
ship by  the  Druids,  it  is  admitted  that  it  cannot  be 
satisfactorily  proved  that  a single  British  coin  bears 
the  representation  of  any  deity,  weapon  or  utensil, 
peculiar  to  the  people  by  whom  they  are  supposed 
to  have  been  minted. 

The  names  of  the  two  young  sons  of  Lucien 
Bonaparte,  engaged  in  the  late  affray  at  Canino, 
are  Pierre  Napoleon  and  Antoine  Lucien.  They 
were  accused  of  murdering  a peasant  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. Pierre  was  the  individual  whom  the  Car- 
bineers attempted  to  arrest  on  the  public  square  at 
Canino,  and  who  shot  down  the  lieutenant  by  a 
mortal  wound,  and  also  used  a long  knife,  (pro- 
bably a Bowie,  imported  from  America),  so  fierce- 
ly as  to  severely  injure  several  of  the  soldiers — re- 
ceiving himself  a number  of  wounds.  His  bravery 
was  the  subject  of  general  admiration.  He  is  but 
20  years  of  age.  The  other  brother  fled  to  America. 
Pierre  is  in  prison  at  Rome. 

Information  is  communicated  by  telegraph  be- 
tween Liverpool  and  Holyhead,  and  back,  a dis- 
tance of  144  miles,  in  one  minute. 

Populating  America.  The  total  number  of  emi- 
grants to  America,  since  January,  1833,  from  Liver- 
pool alone,  is  76,839.  There  is  an  increase  of  over 

8.000  the  second  quarter  of  this  year  over  the  last. 

We  take  the  following  from  the  Gazette  du  Ly. 
pnnais — “M.  Asquini,  the  apostolic  delegate,  ar- 
rived at  Ancona  on  the  30th  of  August  from  Rome, 
bringing  with  him  several  physicians.  On  that 
day  there  were  two  processions,  in  which  nearly 

1.000  ladies  walked  barefoot,  with  tapers  in  their 
hands,  to  the  church  of  Notre  Dame  de  St.  Cyriac, 
to  implore  her  intercession  to  cause  the  scourge  to 
cease.  A subscription  is  being  raised  for  the  relief 
the  indigent  sufferers  from  the  cholera.” 

Prince  Paskevitch  lately  reviewed  the  4th  corps 
of  the  Russian  army  stationed  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Warsaw. 

No  less  than  1,227  soldiers  and  332  marines  of 
the  British  military  forces,  have  been  flogged  with- 
in the  last  five  years.  Of  these  242  were  flogged  a 
second  time  and  44  a third  time. 

The  Hull  tars  who  wcie  lately  with  captain 
James  Ross,  in  the  Cove,  on  being  paid  off,  volun- 
teered to  go  on  another  expedition  to  discover  a 
northwest  passage. 

The  royal  printing  office  at  Paris,  contains  56 
fonts  of  oriental  characters — comprehending  all  the 
known  alphabets  of  Asia,  ancient  as  well  as  modern: 

There  are  16  alphabets  of  different  European 
nations  who  do  not  employ  the  Roman  characters, 
and  of  these  latter  the  establishment  possesses  46 
complete  fonts,  of  various  forms  and  dimensions. 
All  these  fonts  weigh  at  least  823,000  lbs.  The 
consumption  of  paper  at  the  royal  printing  office 
in  a single  year  amounts,  on  an  average,  to  from 

80.000  to  100,000  reams  per  day,  which  are  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  several  public  boards.  The  num- 
ber of  workmen  employed  regularly  is  from  350  to 
450. 

The  queen  of  Spain.  The  New  York  Evening 
Star  says — “The  present  queen  Christina,  of  Spain, 
is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  of  royal  personages 
for  her  extreme  beauty  and  the  facination  of  ner 
manners.  It  is  a singular  fact  that  every  one  of  her 
premiers  has  successively  become  enamoured  of  his 
queen  and  sovereign.  Martinez  de  la  Rosa,  the 
first,  wrote  exquisite  sonnets  upon  her.  Mandiza- 
bel  could  not  conceal  his  desperate  passion;  and 
Munoz,  her  present  major  domo,  reigns  triumphant 
in  her  affections.  If  Christina  resembles  her  sister. 


the  unfortunate  duchess  of  Berry,  she  cannot  but 
be  pretty.  The  latter  one  was  a handsome,  light 
haired,  blue  eyed  blond,  of  great  delicacy  of  form. 

We  feel  much  satisfaction  in  being  enabled  to 
publish  the  following  statement,  for  the  information 
of  the  public  generally,  who  are  not  aware  of  the 
extreme  productiveness  of  many  of  the  Cornish  tin 
and  copper  mines.  The  undermentioned  mines 
have  paid  the  respective  shareholders  annually  af- 
ter the  following  rate: — Wheal  Jewell  (adjoining 
the  Great  Wheal  Prosper)  £2,000  per  cent.;  Dol- 
coath,  £750  per  cent.;  Tresavean,  £640  per  cent.; 
Consolidated  mines  (also  adjoining  the  Great  Wheal 
Prosper)  £500  per  cent.;  Carn  Brea,  £300  per  j 
cent.;  Levant,  £275  per  cent.;  Wheal  Tolgers, 
£190  per  cent.;  East  Pool,  £130  per  cent.;  Great 
St.  George,  £ 130  per  cent.;  Wheal  Virgin,  £ 100 
per  cent.  [Sherborne  Mercury. 

Etiquette.  A letter  received  at  Bombay  from 
Teheran,  says  that  at  a grand  dinner  given  by  the 
shah  of  Persia,  Mr.  Ellis,  the  British  resident,  was  , 
grievously  offended,  and  left  the  durbar,  because 
the  health  of  the  emperor  of  Russia  was  the  first 1 
toast  proposed,  and  that  of  the  king  of  England 
only  the  second. 

A snug  forfeiture.  The  London  Morning  Chro- 
nicle lately  incurred  penalties  to  the  amount  of  one 
million  of  dollars,  more  or  less,  in  a single  day. — 
And  that,  too,  merely  by  omitting  the  date  at  the 
end  of  the  last  column  on  the  last  page,  which,  it 
seems,  is  required  by  the  new  act  relative  to  stamp 
duties,  under  the  penalty  of  twenty  pounds  for 
each  copy!  The  solons  of  the  British  radical  mi- 
nistry are  not  content  with  the  date  at  the  head  of 
the  first  page,  under  the  title,  and  its  repetition  at 
the  head  of  the  editorial  columns,  but  must  have  it 
again  repeated — in  order,  no  doubt,  that  they  may 
ascertain  the  day  of  the  month  without  the  trouble 
of  turning  the  sheet  over.  The  best  of  the  joke  is 
that  the  Ghronicle — the  only  paper  which  did  not 
take  note  of  the  new  requirement — is  the  ministe- 
rial organ.  Well  might  it  exclaim,  “Oh  save  me 
from  my  friends!”  [IV.  Y.  Courier. 

Thames  alligator.  A singular  circumstance  took 
place  yesterday.  A man  steering  his  barge  past 
Galleyquay,  observed  a black  motionless  object  in 
the  water,  which  upon  his  attempting  to  draw.it 
out  moved,  and  his  hand  was  severely  lacerated; 
he,  however,  succeeded  in  getting  it  into  the  barge, 
when  to  his  great  astonishment,  it  proved  to  be  a 
young  alligator.  It  was  purchased  for  and  remov- 
ed to  the  Surrey  Zoological  gardens. 

[ London  Morning  Chronicle. 


DOMESTIC  CHRONICLE. 

Samuel  Ackley  has  been  convicted  in  New  York, 
on  F riday  the  18th  inst.  of  the  murder  of  his  wife  by 
impalement,  (having  forced  a piece  of  sword  nearly 
six  inches  long  through  the  anus  into  the  bowels) 
and  was  sentenced  to  be  hung  on  Saturday  the  14th 
of  January  next.  The  details  brought  out  on  the 
trial  are  horrible! 

Tezian  vessels  seized.  The  N.  Y.  Express  states, 
that  the  two  schooners,  Brutus  and  Invincible,  late- 
ly in  the  harbor,  have  fallen  a prey  to  an  unexpect- 
ed enemy.  Warrants  were  issued  on  Saturday  for 
their  seizure,  by  part  3d  of  the  revised  statutes. — 
The  officers  and  crew  are  in  the  custody  of  Wm. 
Hillyer,  the  sheriff  of  the  city  and  county. 

Profits  of  litigation.  The  court  of  common  pleas 
at  Boston  lately  decided  a case  which  had  been  pro- 
tracted one  year,  and  originated  in  a suit  brought 
by  one  of  the  parties  for  the  recovery  of  a cider 
barrel  valued  at  seventy-five  cents.  In  the  course  of 
the  multiplied  trials  the  litigants  paid  fees  to  the 
state  to  the  amount  of  $50,  and  to  the  constables, 
witnesses  and  lawyers  upwards  of  one  hundred 
more. 

Upper  Canada.  The  legislature  in  this  province 
met  on  the  9th  instant.  Among  the  notices  of  mo- 
tions, are  the  following:  A bill  to  repeal  the  laws 

imposing  fines  on  Quakers,  &c.  for  not  doing  duty 
as  militiamen  in  time  of  peace — and  resolution 
with  a view  to  obtain  a seaport  in  Upper  Canada, 
by  altering  the  boundary  lines  in  Lower  Canada. — 
The  effect  of  the  latter  would  be  to  annex  Mon- 
treal, in  Lower  Canada  to  the  upper  province. 

Governor  Schley,  of  Georgia,  has  issued  his  pro- 
clamation, offering  a reward  of  two  hundred  dollars 
for  the  apprehension  of  Thomas  J.  Chambers,  who 
murdered  Moses  Camp,  in  Gwinett  county,  on  the 
24th  ult.  and  has  fled  from  justice.  The  said 
Chambers  is  represented  to  be  about  thirty  years  of 
age,  middle  size,  blue  eyes,  fair  complexion,  with 
dark  hair,  has  a scar  on  one  of  his  cheeks,  is  much 
given  to  intoxication  and  is  left  handed. 


The  Globe  states  that  Mr.  Alphonse  Pageot 
presented  his  credentials  to  the  secretary  of  state 
on  Saturday  last,  and  was  received  as  charge  d’af- 
faires of  his  majesty,  the  king  of  the  French  near 
this  government. 

A correspondent  of  the  New  York  Star  asserts 
that  the  rates  of  domestic  exchange  between  that 
city  and  other  places  are  as  follows:  On  Charleston, 
5 per  cent.;  on  Savannah,  Mobile  and  Augusta,  6 a 
7 per  cent.;  on  New  Orleans,  4 a 5 per  cent.;  on 
Louisville,  5 a 6 percent.;  on  St.  Louis,  6 percent. 

Land  sales.  The  Pentotoc  (Mi.)  Union,  says — 
The  third  sale  of  lands  terminated  at  this  place  on 
Saturday  last.  The  amount  received  for  the  two 
weeks,  ending  at  that  period,  is  somewhat  above 
$290,000,  which,  added  to  the  amount  of  the  pre- 
vious sales,  gives  a total  of  $816, 57S  68. 

■James  Anderson,  of  Canton,  Ohio,  who  committed 
forgery  of  $7,000  on  the  Massillon,  Ohio  bank,  was 
tried  in  Canton  last  week,  and  senterfeed  to  the  pe- 
nitentiary for  five  years.  Therewas  nothing  deve- 
loped in  the  trial  that  would  lead  to  the  detection  of 
any  other  person  engaged  in  it.  There  is  still,  how- 
ever, some  mystery  as  to  the  manner  in  which  An- 
derson first  obtained  the  draft  of  400  dollars  which 
was  sent  through  the  post  office  from  New  Lisbon 
to  Cleveland.  Anderson  was  not  in  the  post  office, 
but  must  have  had  some  associates  there  to  have  ob- 
tained the  original  draft. 

Peace  society.  The  Boston  Reformer  says  that 
Dr.  Mather  established  a society  of  peacemakers  in 
Boston  “150  years  ago”  whose  business  it  was  to 
settle  disputes  and  prevent  law  suits.  We  remem- 
ber a Massachusetts  peace  society,  which  existed 
some  years  ago,  the  aim  of  which  was  to  put  down 
war  between  nations.  Just  as  it  got  in  full  opera- 
tion, Bonaparte  set  all  Europe  at  loggerheads,  with- 
out ever  making  an  apology  to  the  society,  or  saying, 
“by  your  leave,  gentlemen.”  They  took  revenge, 
however,  on  Alexander  of  Russia,  whom  they  had 
elected  as  an  honorary  member,  by  expelling  him 
formally.  He  never  got  over  it. 

Another  steamboat  accident.  We  learn  from  tire 
Cincinnati  Whig  of  the  18th  inst.  that  a most  dis- 
tressing accident  occurred  on  board  of  the  steam- 
boat Flora,  capt.  R.  D.  Chapman,  on  the  17th,  while 
on  her  wajr  from  Louisville  to  Cincinnati.  The 
boat  had  approached  to  within  thirty  miles  of  the 
latter  place,  when  the  pipes  which  connect  the  two 
boilers  together,  commonly  called  the  “connecting 
pipes,”  suddenly  broke,  or  separated,  causing  the 
death  of  one  man,  and  the  scalding  and  mutilation 
of  thirteen  others,  all  cabin  passengers  but  one. 

Russian  minister.  It  is  stated  that  baron  de  Mal- 
titz,  formerly  secretary  to  the  Russian  legation,  is 
to  succeed  baron  Krudner  as  minister  from  Russia 
near  this  government. 

The  death  of  Mr.  William  Brandon  in  Smith 
county,  Tennessee,  is  noticed  in  the  southern  pa- 
pers. He  was  99  years  of  age,  and  was  the  first 
male  child,  of  civilized  parents,  born  south  of  ti  e 
Yadkin  river. 

A noble  resolution.  “Among  other  resolutions 
passed  at  a late  meeting  of  the  Mobile  rifle  corps, 
respectful  to  the  worth  and  memory  of  M.  J.  Wheel- 
er, late  lieutenant  in  that  company,  was  one  adopt- 
ing his  only  child,  a beautiful  little  girl,  seven  years 
of  age  and  pledging  themselves  to  cherish,  support 
and  educate  her.  This  was  a noble  and  magnani- 
mous act,  and  cannot  be  extolled  in  a tone  too  high 
and  exalted.  The  father  was  a man  of  high  and 
ennobled  feelings,  was  a better  friend  to  others  than 
to  himself,  and  left  that  only  pledge  of  his  love  to 
his  wife,  which  the  members  of  the  rifle  company 
have  adopted  as  their  own.  This  is  a beautiful 
moral  upon  the  character  of  our  young  population. 
They  now  stand  to  her  as  a father,  and  they  are  to 
cherish,  educate  and  support  her.”  [ Mobile  Chron. 

Another  slave  case.  On  Friday  the  1.8th  inst.  a 
colored  man  named  Jesse  Redmond  was  arrested  in 
New  York  on  a claim  set  up  by  Mr.  John  Turling- 
ton, of  Accomac  county,  Virginia,  whose  agent, 
Mr.  Waddy,  made  affidavit  that  Jesse  was  Mr. 
Turlington’s  slave,  and  ran  away  in  182S.  On  in- 
vestigating the  claim,  however;  before  Mr.  Justice 
Ulshoeffer,  it  manifestly  appeared  that  Mr.  Waddy 
was  in  error,  and  that  Jesse  had  resided  for  the 
last  thirteen  years  in  this  state,  and  ten  years  be- 
fore that  in  Nova  Scotia.  The  claim  was  of  course 
withdrawn.  Suit  for  false  imprisonment  has  been 
commenced  by  Jesse  against  Air.  Waddy. 

Baidc  failure.  It  is  stated  in  Bicknell's  Re- 
porter that  the  Nahant  bank  at  Lynn,  Massachu- 
setts, has  stopped  payment  in  consequence  of  a run 
upon  it  for  specie.  The  president  of  the  institu- 
tion failed,  and  this  distrust  was  created  in  the  pub- 
lic mind. 
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GG'The  second  session  of  the  twenty-fourth  con- 
gress will  commence  on  Monday  next,  and  to 
meet  the  extra  demands  it  will  impose  upon  our 
time  and  attention,  we  have  made  arrangements  to 
furnish  faithful  accounts  of  its  proceedings  and  the 
prompt  insertion  of  all  documents,  speeches,  Ike.  of 
general  interest,  tiiat  cannot  fail  to  satisfy  the  nu- 
merous patrons  of  this  work  who  have  expressed 
their  approbation  of  the  attention  we  have  usually  I (W.)  was  elected  president  of  the  senate  over 


Virginia.  The  legislature  of  Virginia  will 
commence  its  session  on  Monday  next — and  among 
its  first  acts  will  be  the  election  of  a senator  in  con- 
gress in  the  place  of  Mr.  Leigh,  who  has  expressed 
his  determination  to  resign. 

North  Carolina.  The  legislature  of  this  state 
assembled  at  Raleigh,  on  21sf  ult.  Hugh  Waddle, 


paid  to  these  matters.  The  same  impartial  spirit 
which  has  heretofore  governed  us  will  be  maintain- 
ed, and  with  our  new  arrangements  and  the  in- 
creased room  arforded  by  our  enlarged  pages, 
whereby  the  use  of  small  type  is  rendered  unneces- 
sary, we  hope  to  render  tins  department  of  the 
‘•Register”  more  than  usually  interesting. 

£t3"We  publish  within  a fraction  of  3,500  copies 
of  the  “Register,”  and  it  has  been  a work  of 
great  labor  to  furnish  them  with  the  ordinary  hand- 
presses  in  time  for  the  earliest  mails.  To  overcome 
this  difficulty  and  to  meet  the  increasing  patronage 
bestowed  on  this  work,  we  have  recently  procured 
one  of  “Adams’  improved  printing  machines,’'  which 
is  now  in  operation.  It  is  a beautiful  invention, 
and  with  the  addition  of  “ Clayton’s  patent  springs” 
for  holding  the  sheets  and  insuring  “register,”  will 
enable  us  to  issue  our  publication  with  great  rapidi- 
ty and  in  a handsome  style  of  workmanship. 


Mosely,  (V.  B.)  the  former  president.  In  the 
house  of  commons,  Haywood  (V.  B.)  was  elected 
speaker  over  Graham  (W.) 

On  the  23d  ult.  the  governor  sent  in  his  annual 
message,  which  is  a brief,  but  comprehensive  docu-  1 They  contain  the  inaugural  addresses  of  president 


munication  was  received  from  general  Gaines,  ob- 
jecting to  general  McComb  as  a member  of  the 
court,  so  far  as  he  (general  Gaines)  was  concerned. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  officers  at  present 
in  Frederick:  Maj.  gen.  Macomb,  inaj.  gen.  Scott, 
brig.  gen.  Atkinson,  gen.  Sanford,  col.  Bankhead’ 
col.  Kenan,  col.  Lindsey,  major  Huson,  capt. Cooper', 
capt.  McCall,  capt.  Hitchcock,  capt.  Green,  capt! 
Dimmock,  capt.  Lee,  capt.  Newcomb,  resigned, 
formerly  U.  S.  A. 

Texas.  Files  of  the  Texas  Telegraph  to  the 
12th  ultimo,  have  been  received  at  New  Orleans. 


The  presidential  election.  We  have  pub- 
lished all  the  official  returns  received  since  our  last. 

The  states  from  which  authentic  returns  have  not 
been  received,  are  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Illinois, 

Missouri  and  Arkansas.  The  reports  relative  to 
the  vote  of  the  first  are  very  contradictory.  The 
New  Orleans  Standard  oi  the  24th  says,  that  from  I judge  Strange  as  their  candidal 
official  returns  “as  far  as  received  at  the  governor’s 


ment.  The  subjects  noticed  are  chiefly  of  local  in 
terest:  The  portion  of  the  surplus  revenue  which 
North  Carolina  may  receive  he  regards  merely  as  a 
deposit  for  safe  keeping,  and  recommends  the  in- 
vestment of  it  upon  unquestioned  security  as  the 
best  means  to  provide  for  its  safety  and  its  return 
when  demanded.  The  interest  he  thinks  might  be 
used  “for  the  purpose  of  diffusing  education  or  some 
other  object.”  The  tarilf  compromise  act  of  1833, 
he  does  not  consider  binding,  and  believes  that  act 
should  be  modified  so  as  to  adopt  the  revenue  to 
the  legitimate  expenses  of  the  government. 

It  is  said  that  on  joint  ballot  both  parties  are 
equally  balanced,  there  being  26  whig  and  24  Van 
Buren  members  in  the  senate,  and  59  whig,  61  Van 
Buren  members  in  the  commons. 

On  Saturday  last  the  honorable  Willie  P.  Man- 
gum  resigned  his  situation  as  United  States  senator 
from  this  state.  An  election  will  therefore  take 
place,  as  well  for  his  unexpired  term,  as  for  the  new 
term  which  commences  on  the  4th  of  March  next. 
The  Van  Buren  party,  it  is  said,  have  fixed  upon 


office,”  and  authentic  accounts  “otherwise  receiv- 
ed,” all  the  state  except  the  parish  of  Claiborne, 
is  heard  from,  and  the  Van  Buren  majority  is  thirty 
votes.  “But  should  Claiborne  give  the’ counter- 
balancing majority  expected,  the  vote  of  Louisiana 
will  be  for  the  White  electoral  ticket.”  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Bee  says,  “all  the  returns  of  this 
state  have  been  received  officially,  except  five. — 
The  democratic  ticket  is  207  vote’s  ahead,  but  our 
probable  majority  will  be  about  272.  In  no  event 
will  it  be  less  than  200.”  Another  account  says, 
that  Amite,  Claiborne  and  Wilkinson,  have  gone 
for  White,  and  Franklin  for  Van  Buren.  But  it  is  not 
worth  while  to  trouble  our  readers  with  the  thou- 
sand and  one  rumors  that  are  afloat — a few  days 
will  settle  the  question  and  relieve  the  pubiic 
anxiety. 

The  governor  of  Virginia  has  issued  his  procla- 
mation announcing  the  election  of  the  Van  Buren 
electors,  but  the  official  returns  have  not  yet  been 
published.  The  Van  Buren  majority  will  be  near- 
ly 7,000.  The  returns  from  North  Carolina,  not 
official,  give  a Van  Buren  majority  of  3,660. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Ingep.soll’s  opinion  “with  reference 
to  the  United  States’  bank  and  the  question  of  vest- 
ed rights”  is  published  in  the  present  sheet.  It  is 
important  as  showing  the  ground  which  will  be  as- 
sumed by  the  party  of  which  Mr.  J.  is  a member, 
in  the  convention  recently  chosen  to  propose  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution  of  Pennsylvania — and,  in 
connection  with  Dallas’  letter,  makes  an  important 
chapter  in  the  history  of  the  times. 

Delaware.  It  has  been  currently  reported  for 
some  days  past,  that  the  lion.  John  M.  Cluyton  has 
resigned  his  seat  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States. 
The  Delaware  Journal,  which  enjoys  ample  oppor- 
tunities of  knowing  the  facts,  says  the  statement  is 
premature,  and  expresses  a hope  that  Mr.  Clayton 
will  be  induced  to  retain  his  appointment. 

Maryland.  A sufficient  number  of  the  new 
senate  not  having  arrived  at  Annapolis  to  form  a 
quorum,  the  house  of  delegates  adjourned  on  Satur- 
day last  to  the  4th  Monday  in  the  present  month. 
The  message  of  the  governor  to  that  body,  and  an 
account  of  its  proceedings,  will  be  found  in  subse- 
quent pages. 

It  is  stated  that  William  Price , esq.  of  Washing- 
ton county,  and  John  V.  L.  McMahon,  esq.  of  Bal- 
timore city,  recently  elected  to  the  senate,  will  not 
accept  seats  in  that  body. 
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War  in  Florida.  By  two  arrivals  from  Jack- 
sonville, Fi.  F.  at  Charleston,  S.  C.  on  the  evening 
of  the  25th  ult.  the  editors  in  that  city  received  the 
gratifying  intelligence,  that  an  express,  which  reach- 
ed Garey’s  Ferry  on  the  21st  ult.  (having  left  the 
army  the  preceding  morning,  at  Walloo  Swamp) 
reported  that  two  battles  had  taken  place  between 
the  Tennessee  and  Florida  volunteers,  and  the  In- 
dians, in  both  of  which  the  former  were  victorious. 
The  first  engagement  took  place  on  the  18th  inst. 
in  which  20  Indians  were  killed,  while  the  loss  of 


Huston  and  vice  president  Lamar. 

A discussion  on  the  liberation  of  gen.  Santa  Ana 
had  taken  place  in  congress,  but  it  was  resolved,  bv 
a large  majority,  to  retain  him  as  a prisoner  for 
some  time  to  come. 

Mr.  Ellis,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  foreign 
relations,  had  made  a lengthy  report  upon  the  con- 
dition and  prospects  of  Texas  accompanied  by  re- 
solutions, empoweringthe  presidentto  appoint  com- 
missioners to  treat  with  the  government  of  the  U. 
States,  for  the  admission  of  Texas  into  the  union. 

Congress  was  despatching  business  rapidly,  but 
great  inconvenience  was  experienced  among  the 
officers  of  government,  for  want  of  offices  in  which 
to  perform  their  duties. 

The  Mexican  prisoners  at  Galveston  island  were 
transferred  to  Velasco,  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of 
provisions  at  the  former  place. 

Santa  Ana  and  Almonte  had  been  relieved  of 
their  irons,  and  a treaty  was  negociating  with  the 
former  when  our  informant  left  Columbia,  where 
these  personages  remain  in  durance. 

The  individuals  who  attempted  the  release  of 
Santa  Ana,  were  still  prisoners  at  Velasco,  their 
trials  not  having  as  yet  taken  place. 

The  Texian  privateer  Thomas  Toby,  had  taken 
a Mexican  schooner  bound  to  Tampico,  while  in 
sight  of  that  place,  laden  with  salt  and  brandy. 
The  fort  at  Tampico  kept  up  a continual  fire  at 
the  T.  T.  but  to  no  purpose,  as  the  distance  was 
too  great  for  the  shot  to  reach  her.  The  prize  was 
carried  into  Velasco. 

By  advices  from  Mexico,  received  through  the 
New  Orleans  papers  to  the  11th  ult.  we  learn  that 
a division  of  the  Mexican  army  left  Mexico  for  the 


the  whites  was  5 killed,  and  several  wounded. — invasion  of  Texas,  October  15th,  accompanied  by  a 
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The  last  fight  occurred  on  Saturday  afternoon  last; 
the  loss  on  either  side  not  ascertained.  The  regulars 
and  friendly  Indians  were  not  engaged  in  either 
battle,  having  taken  another  route.  High  enco- 
miums are  bestowed  on  the  gallantry  of  gen.  Arm- 
strong, of  the  Tennessee  volunteers,  as  well  as  on 
col.  Reed,  of  the  Florida  volunteers. 

From  an  old  negro,  who  was  taken  prisoner,  it 
was  ascertained  that  not  more  than  half  the  Indians 
were  engaged,  the  other  portion  having  taken  ano- 
ther course — and  that  they  were  short  of  powder  and 
disposed  to  yield,  but  feared  to  make  the  proper  ad- 
vances. 

Accounts  from  gov.  Call  stated  that  the  army  had 
crossed  the  Wythlacoochee — that  no  Indians  had 
been  discovered,  that  all  their  villages  had  been 
found  deserted,  and  that  the  army  had  marched  to 
Volusia,  where  a supply  of  provisions  had  been  or- 
dered. 

“The  Farmer  and  Gardner.”  This  old  and 
most  valuable  periodical  has  recently  been  purchas- 
ed by  Edward  P.  Roberts,  esq.  who  for  some  time 
past  has  had  charge  of  the  editorial  department. — 
The  able  manner  in  which  he  has  performed  his 
duties,  is  the  best  evidence  of  his  claims  to  the  pa- 
tronage and  support  of  every  farmer  and  planter  in 
the  union;  but  we  cannot  withhold  our  testimony 
in  favor  of  the  self  sacrificing  spirit  with  which  he 
has  devoted  himself  to  the  interests  of  agriculture, 
and  the  zeal  with  which  he  enters  into  all  subjects 
relating  to  that  most  valuable  and  interesting  pur- 
suit. A more  honest  or  a more  able  advocate  of 
the  interests  of  the  farmer  and  planter  there  is  not 
in  this  country,  and  those  “lords  of  the  soil”  will  be 
guilty  of  gross  neglect  if  they  do  not  extend  to  him 
the  most  liberal  encouragement. 

The  court  of  enquiry,  as  we  learn  from  the 
“Examiner,”  was  again  organized  at  Frederick  on 
Monday  last.  Tne  same  paper  states  that  a com- 


arge number  of  sappers,  miners,  pioneers,  kc. 

Some  apprehensions  were  entertained  in  Mexico, 
that  the  departure  of  the  troops  would  lead  to  acts 
of  violence  by  the  inhabitants  towards  the  Ameri- 
can residents. 

Several  expresses  had  arrived  at  Tampico  pre- 
vious to  the  sailing  of  the  schooner  Lady  Hope 
from  that  place  for  New  Orleans.  These  messen- 
gers brought  information  of  the  approach  of  the 
above  mentioned  invading  division  (about  3,000 
strong)  to  within  a few  leagues  of  Tampico.  It 
was  believed  that  general  Rusk  would  immediately 
march  on  to  Matamoras  and  take  possession  of  that 
place.  About  fifty  cities,  towns  and  seaports  of 
Mexico  have  voted  contributions  of  supplies  of 
money,  clothing,  kc.  to  the  invading  army. 

T ranquillity  and  a patriotic  resolution  to'put  down 
the  Texian  rebels  are  said  to  reign  in  Mexico. 

The  Indians  in  Chickua  and  the  insurgents  in 
Flaxcala  have  been  subdued. 

A brig  called  the  Privilegio  has  been  sent  in 
chase  of  the  Texian  corsair  Terrible. 

The  Mexican  brig  of  war  Alamo,  brigantine 
Urrea,  and  schooner  Bravo,  are  on  a cruise. 

General  Bravo  commands  the  army — a second 
division  was  about  leaving  the  capital. 

Georgia  and  the  presidential  election. 
The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  of- 
fered by  Mr.  McAllister,  in  the  senate  of  Georgia 
on  the  19th  ult.  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
the  Monday  following. 

“Whereas,  the  election  of  president  of  the  U. 
States  may  be  transferred  from  its  legitimate  tribu- 
nal, the  people,  to  the  house  of  representaives: 
And  whereas,  the  elevation  of  William  Henry  Har- 
rison to  the  presidency,  is  an  event  to  be  deprecated 
by  every  republican,  and  if  consummated,  to  be  de- 
plored by  every  southern  man:  And  whereas,  the 
question  of  his  elevation  has  never  been  submitted 
to  the  people  of  Georgia,  and  it  is  believed  if  tb« 
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same  were  submitted,  it  would  be  answered  by  a 
decided  negative:  And  whereas,  although  a majo- 
rity of  the  people  of  this  state  have  given  their  suf- 
frages in  favor  of  the  honorable  Hugh  L.  White, 
such  suffrages  were  not  given  with  a view  to  the 
elevation  of  William  Henry  Harrison. 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  &c.  That  in  case  the 
election  of  President  of  the  United  States  shall  de- 
volve upon  the  house  of  representatives,  that  our 
representatives  in  that  body  be,  and  they  are  here- 
by requested,  in  no  event,  to  vote  for  William 
Henry  Harrison. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  &c.  That  our  representa- 
tives in  congress  be  requested,  not  to  urge  the  claims 
of  the  honorable  Hugh  L.  White  in  that  body,  if 
by  so  doing,  the  elevation  of  William  Henry  Har- 
rison is  to  be  efFected.” 

On  the  21st  inst.  Mr.  Davis  of  Elbert,  introduced 
the  following  resolutions  into  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives. 

Whereas,  a majority  of  the  representatives  from 
this  state  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  have 
unconditionally  pledged  themselves  in  case  the  elec- 
tion of  president  should  devolve  upon  that  body,  to 
support  the  candidate  for  president,  who  should  re- 
ceive the  vote  of  Georgia;  and  whereas,  the  people 
have  given  a decided  majority  to  Hugh  L.  White 
of  Tennessee,  for  that  office: 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  by  the  senate  and  house 
of  representatives  of  the  state  of  Georgia  in  gene- 
ral assembly  met,  That  our  representatives  in  con- 
gress are  distinctly  pledged  to,  and  instructed  by  the 
people  to  vote  for  Hugh  L.  White,  for  president, 
without  any  alternative,  that  they  cannot  disobey 
this  deliberate  and  clearly  expressed  will  of  their 
constituents,  on  a particular  and  definite  subject, 
without  a manifest  violation  of  their  own  voluntary 
pledge,  and  an  utter  abandonment  of  the  important 
and  fundamental  principle  of  constituent  instruc- 
tion, so  deeply  interwoven  with  our  republican  in- 
stitutions. 

And  whereas,  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  Geor- 

fia  have  been  alike  clearly  expressed  in  favor  of 
ohn  Tyler  of  Virginia,  for  vice  president,  over 
Francis  Granger,  William  Smith  and  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  the  opposing  candidates  for  that  office. 

And  whereas,  said  election  for  vice  president  is 
likely  to  devolve  upon  the  senate  of  the  United 
States. 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  That  our  senators  be, 
and  thev  are  hereby  instructed  to  vote  for  John 
Tyler. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  That  his  excellency  the 
governor  of  Georgia,  be  requested  to  transmit  a copy 
of  the  last  aforesaid  preamble  and  resolutions  rela- 
tive to  the  election  of  vice  president,  to  each  of  our 
senators  in  congress. 

Slavery  in  the  District.  From  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  introduced  into  the  legislatures  of 
Georgia  and  Vermont,  we  may  anticipate  another 
exciting  discussion  of  this  question  during  the  en- 
suing session  of  congress.  Mr.  Pinckney’s  resolu- 
tions were  not  satisfactory  to  either  party  and  were 
urged  more  as  an  expedient  than  as  establishing  a 
principle. 

On  the  19th  ult.  Mr.  Bond  introduced  the  follow- 
ing preamble  and  resolutions  into  the  senate  of 
Georgia: 

“Whereas,  during  the  last  session  of  congress 
various  petitions  were  submitted  to  and  received  by 
that  body,  having  for  their  object  the  abolition  of 
slavery  within  the  District  of  Columbia:  And  where- 
as various  opinions  exist  in  relation  to  the  right  of 
that  body  to  receive  such  petitions  and  act  upon 
them:  and  strange  as  it  may  appear  that  diversity 
of  opinion  was  found  even  among  the  delegation 
from  this  state;  and  we,  believing  that  the  period 
has  arrived  when  not  only  Georgia  but  the  whole 
south  should  present  one  undivided  and  uniform 
front  upon  this  all  absorbing  subject:  Be  it  there- 
fore resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives, in  general  assembly  met: 

1.  That  congress  has  no  right  under  the  consti- 
tution to  interfere  with  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  or  any  where  else  within  the  limits  of 
the  United  States. 

2.  Resolved,  that  congress  has  no  right  to  receive 
any  petitions  whatever  for  the  action  of  that  body, 
upon  any  matter  whatsoever  not  within  the  consti- 
tutional sphere  of  its  action. 

3.  Resolved,  that  congress,  in  receiving  petitions 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, violated  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  and  that 
the  members  from  Georgia,  who  voted  for  the  re- 
ception, by  that  body,  grossly  betrayed  the  interest 
of  their  constituents. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  by  the 
legislature  of  Vermont  at  its  recent  session. 

Resolved,  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  state 
of  Vermont,  that  neither  congress,  nor  the  state  go- 


vernments, have  any  constitutional  right  to  abridge  | 
the  free  expression  of  opinion  or  the  transmission  of 
them  through  the  medium  of  the  public  mails. 

Resolved,  That  congress  do  possess  the  power  to 
abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Troy  India  Rubber  company.  There  are 
few  people,  we  believe,  even  in  this  city,  who  are 
aware  of  the  manufacture  and  extent  of  the  busi-  1 
ness  which  is  carried  on  by  the  Troy  India  Rubber 
company.  The  individuals  who  chiefly  compose 
the  company  commenced  the  erection  of  a building  > 
but  little  more  than  a year  ago.  That  building 
was  consumed  by  fire  in  April  last.  During  the 
last  session  of  the  legislature  the  company  obtained 
an  act  of  incorporation.  Immediately  after  the  de- 
struction of  the  first  building  the  company  com- 
menced the  erection  of  another  of  much  larger  di- 
mensions, and  in  an  almost  incredible  space  of 
time  it  was  completed. 

There  are  now  employed  in  the  establishment 
about  120  persons,  in  the  various  departments  of 
the  business.  Four  are  occupied  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  the  composition.  Five  in  applying  it  to 
cloth.  Fifty,  one-half  of  whom  are  females,  are 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  shoes.  Sixty,  near- 
ly all  females,  in  the  making  up  of  garments,  such 
as  coats,  aprons,  caps,  &c.  &c. 

More  than  one  thousand  yards  of  cloth  are  used 
every  day.  From  seventy-five  to  one  hundred 
pairs  of  shoes  are  made  daily.  In  the  manufacture 
of  composition,  400  lbs.  of  rubber  and  15  lbs.  of 
spirits  are  used  per  week.  Three  coats  can  be 
made  up  in  a day  by  one  female.  In  the  making 
up  of  shoes,  a process  somewhat  novel  is  adopted. 
Each  workman  performs  a specific  portion  of  the 
labor  on  the  shoe,  and  passes  it  to  another  work- 
man, who  performs  his  part  of  the  labor,  and  the 
shoe  is  passed  to  a third;  and  before  it  is  complet- 
ed, it  passes  through  the  hands  of  eight  different 
workmen. 

Notwithstanding  the  immense  amount  of  work 
executed  in  this  manufactory,  the  agent  finds  it  im- 
possible to  supply  the  demand.  Orders  come  in 
upon  him  for  greater  quantities  of  manufactured 
articles  than  can  be  furnished.  [ Budget . 

Insurance  case.  The  case  of  George  O.  Lam- 
son  vs.  Edward  A.  Mix,  Elihu  L.  Mix  and  W. 
Westervelt,  having  occupied  the  United  States  cir- 
cuit court  three  days,  terminated  yesterday  morn- 
ing in  a verdict  for  the  plaintiff.  The  following  is 
a brief  outline  of  it: — In  December,  1833,  Elihu 
Mix  was  either  whole  or  part  owner  of  the  ship 
Gen.  Smith,  and  the  other  defendants  were  interest- 
ed in  a voyage  which  she  was  about  to  make  to  the 
western  coast  of  America  to  purchase  Lima  wood. 
Previous  to  the  vessel’s  sailing,  the  defendants  ob- 
tained a letter  of  credit  from  H.  D.  Cotheal,  of  this 
city,  in  favor  of  Edward  A.  Mix,  who  went  with 
the  ship,  to  the  plaintiff,  who  was  then  doing  busi- 
ness at  Carthage,  in  the  province  of  Costa  Rica. — 
Cotheal’s  letter  instructed  Lamson  to  furnish  Ed- 
ward A.  Mix  with  whatever  funds  he  might  want, 
and  to  obtain  from  him  in  return  his  draft  at  GO 
days,  on  Elihu  L.  Mix,  and  also  to  have  the  ship 
consigned  on  her  homeward  voyage  to  Cotheal.— 
Acting  upon  this  letter,  Lamson  guaranteed  the 
payment  of  a cargo  of  Lima  wood,  which  Edward 
A.  Mix  purchased  from  a man  named  Gerald. — 
But,  instead  of  obtaining  Edward  A.  Mix’s  draft 
on  Elihu  L.  Mix,  as  Cotheal  had  instructed  him  to 
do,  he  forwarded  his  own  draft  on  Elihu  L.  Mix  to 
Cotheal,  to  get  it  accepted.  Elihu  L.  Mix  refused 
to  accept,  unless  a commission  of  five  per  cent, 
charged  by  Lamson  was  deducted.  This  Cotheal 
declined  doing,  and  about  the  same  time,  learned 
that  the  ship  had  been  consigned  to  Fitch,  Brothers 
& Co.  of  Marseilles,  but  that  the  bill  of  lading  had 
been  made  out  to  him.  As  Lamson  had  not  obtain- 
ed the  draft  of  Edward  A.  Mix,  nor  was  the  ship 
consigned  to  Cotheal,  he  considered  that  the  condi- 
tions on  which  he  gave  the  letter  of  credit  had  not 
been  observed,  and  that  he  was  exonerated  from 
any  liability  to  Lamson;  he  therefore  declined  hav- 
ing any  thing  further  to  do  in  the  matter,  and  left 
Lamson  to  look  to  the  defendants  for  the  amount  of 
indebtedness  on  their  account,  and  Lamson  insti- 
tuted the  present  suit  to  recover  it.  The  principal 
point  of  defence  was,  that  the  letter  of  credit  was 
given,  and  the  property  obtained  solely  for  account 
of  Edward  A.  Mix,  and  that  the  other  two  defend- 
ants were  in  no  way  responsible  for  it.  It  was 
shown  however  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  that  the 
three  defendants  were  interested  in  the  voyage,  and 
had  all  taken  a part  in  procuring  the  letter  of 
credit  from  Cotheal.  Verdict  for  the  plaintiff, 
#12,997  09.  For  the  plaintiff,  Messrs.  Selden  and 
Law.  For  the  defendants,  the  Messrs.  Staples. 
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Cuba.  A letter  from  Havana,  published  in  the 
Boston  Gazette,  alter  giving  the  particulars  of  the 
misunderstanding  between  the  governor  general  of 
the  island  and  the  governor  of  St.  Jago,  concludes 
thus: 

“This  state  of  things  has  caused  great  alarm  to 
the  inhabitants  of  St.  Jago  and  the  other  principal 
cities  of  the  island.  In  the  former  all  business  was 
at  a stand,  and  in  many  other  parts  of  the  island 
great  alarm  was  felt  by  the  people  generally,  aud 
men  of  property  in  particular.  Large  amounts  of 
money  and  bills  were  to  be  remitted  to  this  country 
for  safe  keeping  and  investment,  as  many  wealthy 
men  have  large  sums  in  gold  and  silver  lying  idle, 
and  feeling  confident  (as  would  be  the  case ) that 
in  the  event  of  any  insurrection,  their  money  would 
be  seized,  large  sums  will  find  their  way  to  the 
United  States  beyond  doubt,  as  Cuba  has  immense 
sums  lying  dormant  in  gold  and  silver  amongst  its 
inhabitants,  with  whom  it  is  the  fashion  to  board 
up  money  in  this  way  amongst  all  classes,  more 
particularly  by  the  wealthy,  wbere  there  are  many 
instances  of  single  individuals  having  from  30U  to 
500,000  dollars  in  actual  gold  and  silver  coins  in 
their  possession,  which  never  circulates.” 

Island  of  Cuba.  A writer  from  Cuba  to  the 
editor  of  the  Pennsylvania  Inquirer  states  that  the 
imports  and  exports  into  and  from  that  island  have 
increased  very  much.  According  to  a statement 
published,  the  amount  exported  from  that  island 
to  the  United  States,  during  the  last  year,  was 
$11,346,615,  and  the  amount  imported  from  the 
United  States,  $5,506,508— showing  a cash  balance 
of  trade  in  favor  of  Cuba,  of  $5,S39,S07.  From 
Matanzas,  according  to  the  representations  of  the 
same  writer,  the  whole  exports,  during  the  year 
1835,  w ere,  of  sugar,  184,356  boxes;  cottee,  155,  < 79 
arrobas:  molasses,  42,204  hogsheads;  of  which  41 ,660 
boxes  of  sugar,  134,735  arrobas  of  colfee,and  12,136 
hogsheads  of  molasses,  were  sent  to  the  l . States. 
He  represents  education  as  being  at  a low  ebb  in 
Cuba,  the  want  of  it  being  by  no  means  confined  to 
the  lower  classes.  Domestic  duties,  as  they  may  be 
called,  such  as  sewing,  cooking,  washing,  &.c.  are, 
as  he  says,  but  little  understood  by  the  females, 
whose  time  is  spent  in  music  and  dancing, in  which 
he  thinks  they  can  vie  with  any  ladies,  although, 
perhaps,  their  music  is  not  such  as  to  suit  the  refin- 
ed taste  of  the  fair  daughters  of  Europe  or  America. 

The  debt  of  England.  The  following  amus- 
ing calculation  is  from  a late  London  paper.  It 
mav  appear  very  strange  that  a nation  can  support 
the"  burden  of  such  an  enormous  debt;  and  yet, 
with  all  this  weight  upon  the  government  and  peo- 
ple, there  is  less  pressure  upon  the  men  of  active 
business  in  Great  Britain,  than  there  is  upon  the 
same  classes  in  the  United  States,  where  we  have 
a surplus  of  40  millions  in  the  public  treasury. 

The  weight  of  the  national  debt,  in  gold,  amounts 
to  14, OSS, 472  lbs.  or  6,282  tons  9 cwts.  3 qrs.  13 
lbs.;  in  silver  to  266,666,666  lbs.  or  119,047  tons 
12  cwts.  1 qr.  14  lbs.  To  transport  this  debt  across 
the  seas,  in  gold,  it  would  require  a fleet  of  25 
ships  of  250  tons  burthen,  each.  To  cariy  the 
debt  by  land  would  require  12,580  one-horse  carts, 
each  cart  being  loaded  with  half  a ton  of  gold.  - 
These  would  extend,  in  one  unbroken  line,  354 
miles.  If  conveyed  by  soldiers,  and  every  soldier 
were  to  carry  50  lbs.  weight  in  his  knapsack,  it 
would  require  an  army  of  281,769  men.  Eight 
hundred  millions  of  sovereigns,  piled  one  rrpo» 
another,  or  formed  into  one  close  column,  would 
extend  710  miles.  If  this  column  were  commenced 
at  the  Lizard,  or  extreme  point  ot  Cornwall,  and 
continued  northward,  it  would  reach  ten  miles  be- 
yond John  o’Groat’s  house,  at  the  extreme  point  of 
Scotland.  The  same  number  of  sovereigns  laid 
flat,  in  a straight  line,  and  touching  each  other, 
would  extend  11,048  miles;  or  more  than  times 
round  the  moon.  Eight  hundred  millions  of  one- 
pound  bank  of  England  notes,  sewed  together, 
would  cover  a turnpike  road  40  iect  wide,  and 
1,050  miles  long;  or  irom  Land’s-end  to  John 
o’Groat’s  house,  and  nearly  hall- way  back  again. 
If  the  notes  were  sewed  together,  end  to  end,  they 
would  form  a belt  long  enough  to  go  four  times 
round  the  world,  or  sixteen  times  round  the  moon. 
The  whole  population  of  the  world  is  estimated  at 
one  thousand  millions  of  souls.  An  equal  distribu- 
tion of  the  national  debt  would  give  sixteen  shil- 
lings to  every  man,  woman  and  child;  or  four 
pounds  to  every  family  on  the  lace  of  tire  earth. — 
Were  England  to  conquer  all  Europe,  and  levy  a 
general  poll-tax  to  pay  off  her  present  debt,  she 
must  have  from  every  man,  woman  and  child,  £5 
17s.  7 $d.\  or  from  every  family  throughout  Europe 
£29  8s.  2§d.  Supposing,  for  a moment  such  a 
tiling  possible,  as  that  we  could  procure  from  the 
Mexican  mines  silver  in  sufficient  quantity  to  pay 
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off  the  debt,  it  would  require  to  bring  it  to  England, 
a fleeft  of  476  ships  of  25®  tons  each.  To  carry  it 
to  the  bank  of  England  in  one-horse  carts,  each 
containing  half  a ton  of  silver,  it  would  take  238,095. 
These  ranged  in  one  unbroken  line,  would  extend 
■676  miles;  or  from  Land’s-end  to  within  24  miles 
■of  John  o’Groat’s  house.  If  carried  by  men,  each 
loaded  with  fifty  lbs.  weight,  it  would  require 
5,333,333;  or  1,391,033  men  in  addition  to  the 
whole  adult  male  population  of  Great  Britain. 

ELECTIONS. 

MAINE OFFICIAL. 

From  the  Maine  Age. 

The  governor  and  council  examined  yesterday, 
the  returns  of  votes  for  electors  of  president  and 
vice  president.  The  following  table  exhibits  the 
vote  of  each  county  in  the  state,  taking  as  a test 
the  highest  candidate  on  each  ticket. 

Counties.  Van  Buren.  Unpledged  Opp. 

York,  3,393  1,913 

Cumberland,  4,812  3,608 

Lincoln,  2,527  2,264 

Hancock,  1,005  634 

Washington,  1,530  792 

Kennebec,  1,791  1,867 

Oxford,  2,150  852 

Somerset,  1,658  1,521 

Penobscot,  2,423  1,483 

Waldo,  1,611  305 


East  Greenwich 

42 

81 

West  Greenwich 

79 

29 

2,961 

2,710 

2,710 

Majority  for  Van  Buren 

254 

• 

22,900  15,239 

No  returns  from  Cape  Elizabeth,  (Cumberland 
co.) — Richmond,  (Lincoln  co.) — Brooksville, Deer 
Isle,  Hancock,  Otis,  Swan’s  Island  and  Waltham, 
(Hancock  co.) — Princeton  and  Prescott,  (Wash- 
ington co.) — Fayette,  Gardner,  Litchfield,  New 
Sharon,  Rome,  Sidney,  Winthrop,  and  Winslow, 


There  was  one  scattering  vote  in  Newport. 

NEW  JERSEY— OFFICIAL. 

The  Newark  Daily  of  Saturday  gives  the  follow- 
ing complete  returns  from  the  several  counties  in 
this  state. 


Bergen, 
Essex, 
Morris, 
Sussex, 
Warren, 
Somerset, 
Middlesex, 
Monmouth, 
Hunterdon, 
Burlington, 
Gloucester, 
Salem, 
Cumberland, 
Cape  May, 


Harrison. 

1,009 

29 


94 


283 


907 

174 

300 

200 

254 

3,250 

2,705 

545 


Van  Buren. 
233 


1,479 

563 


201 

229 


Total. 

3,870 

7,682 

3,679 

3,299 

2,645 

2,779 

3,727 

5,200 

4,463 

5,157 

4,584 

2,371 

2.159 

724 


2,705 


52,239 


The  Daily  further  states  that  at  the  congressional 
election  in  1834,  the  total  vote  in  the  state  was 
53,818 — being  1,579  more  than  at  the  present  elec- 
tion. The  Jackson  majority  then  was  1,009,  there 
being  a change  of  1,554  in  favor  of  the  whig  ticket. 

NEW  YORK — OFFICIAL. 


Peru,  Roxburv,  Stoneham  and  Weld,  (Oxford  co.) 

. Counties. 

Van  Buren. 

Harrison. 

— Blanchard,  Kingsbury 

and  Kingfield,  (Somerset 

Albany 

4,947 

4,261 

co.) — Bowerbank,  Garland,  Medawaska,  Maxfiekl, 

Allegany 

2,615 

2,696 

Orono,  Springfield,  No.  1,  North  Division  and  No. 

Broome 

1,642 

1,465 

4,  E.  P.  River,  (Penobscot  co.) — and  Palermo, 

Chattaraugus 

1,88S 

1,489 

(Waldo  co.) 

Cayuga 

4,284 

3,724 

If  these  town  had  been  returned,  the  Van  Buren 

Clinton 

1,331 

854 

majority  would  have  been  increased  at  least  700 

Columbia 

3,767 

3,051 

votes. 

Chenango 

3,612 

2,734 

Democratic  majority  of  votes  returned 

7,661 

Cortland 

1,724 

2,017 

Add  do.  of  votes  not  returned 

700 

Chautauque 

3,095 

3,895 

Chemung 

1,724 

1,000 

8,361 

Delaware 

2,823 

800 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE — OFFICIAL. 

Dutchess 

3,973 

2,366 

From  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  leg 

slature 

Erie 

2,661 

4,882 

appointed  to  examine  the 

votes  and  report 

the  re- 

Essex 

1,603 

1,855 

suit. 

Franklin 

862 

910 

Van  Buren. 

Opposition. 

Genesee 

3,271 

5,060 

Jonathan  Harvey,  18,697 

John  Wallace,  Jr. 

1,624 

Greene 

2,976 

1,883 

Isaac  Waldron,  18,658 

John  Wallace, 

4,491 

Herkimer 

3,036 

1,184 

Tristram  Shaw,  18,699 

Samuel  Bell, 

6,228 

Jefferson 

4,595 

3,761 

Stephen  Gale,  18.669 

William  A.  Kent, 

6,219 

Kings 

2,321 

1,868 

Josiah  Russell,  18,722 

Samuel  Grant, 

6,146 

Lewis 

1,094 

411 

Gawen  Gilmore,  18,695 

Joseph  Healey, 

6,212 

Livingston 

1,902 

2,643 

Eben.  Carleton,  18,697 

Jeremiah  Wilson, 

6,182 

Madison 

2,909 

1,703 

Joseph  Sawyer, 

6,190 

Montgomery 

4,303 

3,170 

The  votes  received  by  John  Wallace,  Jr. 

were. 

Monroe 

3,932 

4,887 

no  doubt,  intended  for  John  Wallace.  There  were 

Niagara 

2,143 

2,267 

also  708  scattering  votes. 

The  highest  vote 

on  the 

New  York 

17,417 

16,348 

Van  Buren  ticket  is  18,722— the  highest  on  the  op- 

Ontario 

2,731 

3,435 

position  6,228.  Majority,  12,494. 

Oneida 

5,477 

3,621 
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Onondaga 

4,776 

2,981 

Towns. 

Van  Buren.  Opposition. 

Orange 

3,541 

2,242 

Providence 

279 

703 

Orleans 

1,825 

1,859 

North  Providence 

60 

71 

Oswego 

3,105 

1,946 

Smithfield 

164 

84 

Otsego 

4,627 

2,469 

Cranston 

88 

36 

Putnam 

817 

236 

Seituate 

167 

42 

Queens 

1,654 

1,399 

Cumberland 

90 

117 

Rensselaer 

4,981 

4,634 

Gloucester 

156 

44 

Richmond 

649 

649 

Johnson,  no  return. 

Rockland 

1,044 

371 

Foster 

143 

66 

Saratoga 

3,339 

3,013 

Burrill  ville 

100 

33 

Schenectada 

1,480 

1,149 

Newport 

187 

302 

Schoharie 

2,437 

1,422 

Portsmouth 

58 

95 

Seneca 

2,036 

1,501 

Middletown 

16 

56 

St.  Lawrence 

3,089 

2,235 

Jamestown 

23 

19 

Steuben 

3,650 

2,381 

Tiverton 

95 

30 

Suffolk 

2,071 

1,037 

Little  Compton 

42 

65 

Sullivan 

1,227 

833 

New  Shoreham 

90 

i 

Tompkins 

2,935 

2,786 

Bristol 

95 

142 

Tioga 

1,625 

1,253 

Warren 

59 

45 

Ulster 

3,658 

2,167 

Barrington 

29 

31 

Wayne 

2,968 

2,653 

South  Kingstown 

153 

158 

Warren 

1,316 

570 

North  Kingstown 

115 

30 

Westchester 

3,009 

1,749 

Exeter 

71 

9 

Washington 

2,592 

3,593 

Hopkinton 

109 

62 

Yates 

1,686 

1,172 

Richmond 

41 

31 

Charlestown 

49 

42 

166,815 

138,543 

Westerly 

59 

75 

138,543 

Warwick 

147 

104 

Coventry 

158 

107 

Van  Buren  majority, 

28,272 

At  the  election  for  governor  in  1834  the  vote  of 
the  state  stood  as  follows: 

For  William  L.  Marcy  181,905 

“ William  H.  Seward  168,969 

Marcy’s  majority,  12,936 

The  Van  Buren  electors  received  15,090  votes 
less  than  the  Van  Buren  candidate  for  governor  in 
1834,  and  the  Harrison  electors  30,426  less  than  the 
whig  candidate  foi  that  office  at  the  same  election. 

GEORGIA. 

The  Augusta  Sentinel  of  the  22d  ult.  contains  re- 
turns from  all  the  counties  except  five  which  give 
24,458  for  the  White  and  21,447  for  the  Van  Buren 
ticket.  Mr.  Dawson  has  been  elected  to  congress 
by  a majority  of  about  3,000  over  Mr.  Sanford.— 
Particulars,  from  the  official  returns,  will  be  given 
in  the  next  “Register.” 
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Counties. 

Van  Buren. 

Harrison. 

Adams 

1,060 

786 

Allen 

453 

494 

Ashtabula 

805 

2,792 

Athens 

957 

1,098 

Belmont 

2,358 

2,666 

Brown 

1,675 

1,223 

Butler 

3,004 

1,487 

Carroll 

1,187 

1,233 

Champaign 

907 

1,641 

Clark 

731 

1,964 

Clermont 

2,029 

1,467 

Clinton 

807 

1,448 

Columbiana 

2,992 

2,656 

Coshocton 

1,513 

1,086 

Crawford 

733 

714 

Cuyahoga 

1,694 

2,529 

Dark 

668 

656 

Delaware 

1,254 

1,550 

Fairfield 

2,906 

1,846 

Fayette 

774 

828 

Franklin 

1,375 

2,166 

Gallia 

490 

837 

Geauga 

1,465 

3,219 

Greene 

903 

1,908 

Guernsey 

1,652 

2,074 

Hamilton 

4,871 

4,032 

Hancock 

701 

464 

Hardin 

196 

274 

Harrison 

1,638 

1,584 

Henry 

87 

94 

Highland 

1,476 

1,492 

Hocking 

536 

292 

Holmes 

1,137 

594 

Huron 

2,143 

2,798 

Jackson 

475 

454 

J efl'erson 

1,992 

1,552 

Knox 

2,174 

1,800 

Lawrence 

378 

433 

Licking 

2,851 

2,206 

Logan 

622 

1,388 

Lorain 

1,410 

1,460 

Lucas 

396 

630 

Madison 

574 

973 

Marion 

844 

1,016 

Medina 

1,094 

1,858 

Meigs 

446 

724 

Mercer 

315 

245 

Miami 

1,050 

1,787 

Monroe 

1,182 

402 

Montgomery 

2,310 

2,554 

Morgan 

1,262 

1,107 

Muskingum 

Paulding 

2,069 

3,321 

Perry 

1,501 

1,080 

Pickaway 

1,591 

1,508 

Pike 

491 

422 

Portage 

2,683 

3,302 

Preble 

978 

1,777 

Putnam 

238 

179 

Richland 

3,283 

2,247 

Ross 

1,905 

2,515 

Sandusky 

799 

642 

Scioto 

568 

1,049 

Seneca 

1,129 

948 

Shelby 

533 

654 

Stark 

2,417 

1,945 

Trumbull 

2,892 

3,386 

Tuscarawas 

1,370 

1,459 

Union 
Van  Wert 

493 

648 

Warren 

1,326 

2,260 

Washington 

906 

1,070 

Wayne 

2,696 

1,630 

Williams 

198 

176 

Wood 

275 

490 

Total  96,948 

105,405 

96,948 

Harr  isoi 

’s  majority 

8,457 

212 
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Paulding  votes  with  Putnam,  and  Van  Wert  with 
Mercer. 

The  counties  of  Allen,  Coshocton,  Crawford,  Fa- 
yette, Holmes,  Jackson,  Knox,  Lawrence  and  Lick- 
ing, each  returned  poll  books  in  one  or  two  of  the 
townships,  which  were  rejected  for  want  of  forma- 
lity— a palpable  omission  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the 
judges  and  clerks  of  elections.  We  have,  however, 
included  them  in  the  above  statement,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  the  actual  vote  in  each  county,  to 
which  the  candidates  were  justly  entitled.  We  an- 
nex a statement  of  the  votes  in  the  rejected  town- 
ships, giving  the  reasons  for  which  they  were  re- 
jected. 

V.B.  H. 

Allen  county,  Washington  township, 
electors’  names  omitted  38 

Cochocton  county,  Jefferson  ar.d  Jackson 
townships,  rejected  for  the  same  reason  103  86 

Crawford  county,  the  name  of  the  town- 
ship not  given  31  37 

Fayette  county,  Concord  township,  elec- 
tors’ names  omitted  71  64 

Holmes  county,  German  township,  reject- 
ed for  tht  same  reason  56  44 

Jackson  co.  Jackson  township,  do.  do.  38  11 

Knox  count,  Jackson  do.  do.  do.  79  68 

Lawrence  county.  Aid  do.  do.  do.  8 19 

Licking  county,  Bowling  Green, 
and  Fallsburg  townships,  do.  do.  254  123 


Total 


682  459 


Harrison. 

Van  Buren 

Adair 

223 

401 

Alien 

201 

373 

Anderson 

181 

375 

Bracken 

486 

275 

Bourbon 

992 

416 

Boone 

580 

4S8 

Butler 

130 

187 

Bullitt 

209 

319 

Barren 

787 

825 

Bath 

485 

470 

Breckenridge 

755 

176 

Clay 

207 

153 

Campbell 

484 

1,026 

Clarke 

838 

226 

Christian 

670 

470 

Cumberland 

304 

144 

Caldwell 

302 

497 

Calloway 

99 

716 

Casey 

176 

224 

Clinton 

94 

206 

Daviess 

445 

344 

Estill 

269 

SIS 

Edmonson 

122 

149 

Fayette 

1,266 

689 

Franklin 

509 

560 

Fleming 

89S 

464 

Floyd 

80 

549 

Garrard 

814 

218 

Greenup 

357 

265 

Greene 

274 

890 

Grant 

247 

225 

Gallatin 

483 

525 

Grayson 

26S 

153 

Graves 

158 

363 

Harrison 

545 

714 

Henderson 

364 

360 

Hardin 

698 

526 

Harlan 

174 

53 

Hickman 

198 

521 

Hopkins 

403 

381 

Henry 

625 

794 

Hart 

216 

387 

Hancock 

152  , 

72 

Jefferson 

610 

584 

Jessamine 

513 

339 

Knox 

309 

95 

Lewis 

345 

302 

Livingston 

225 

361 

Lincoln 

613 

317 

Logan 

902 

289 

Lawrence 

68 

207 

Laurel 

171 

100 

Louisville  city 

1,473 

960 

Mason 

1,231 

508 

Mercer 

739 

938 

Madison 

972 

420 

Montgomery 

522 

341 

Mulilenburg 

344 

227 

Marion 

314 

616 

Monroe 

179 

220 

McCracken 

149 

106 

Morgan 

57 

335 

Meade 

339 

128 

Nelson 

765 

425 

Nicholas 

428 

439 

Ohio 

313 

247 

Ovy«0 

174 

649 

Oldham 

354 

590 

Pike 

24 

213 

Pendleton 

133 

342 

Pulaski 

514 

443 

Perry 

83 

172 

Russell 

226 

127 

Rockcastle 

400 

58 

Scott 

544 

993 

Shelby 

1,327 

586 

Simpson 

327 

257 

Spencer 

292 

347 

Trigg 

271 

359 

Todd 

550 

212 

Union 

205 

266 

Woodford 

615 

325 

Wayne 

383 

349 

Whitley 

269 

80 

Warren 

'Jfio 

440 

AVashington 

252 

636 

36,955 

33,435 

33,435 

Majority 

3,520 

_ PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTIONS. 

From,  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce. 

It  was  originally  provided  by  the  constitution  that 
each  member  of  the  electoral  college  should  vote 
for  two  persons  for  president  and  vice  president, 
without  designating  the  particular  office  of  either. 
The  one  having  the  highest  number  of  votes  was 
declared  to  be  president,  and  the  one  having  the 
next  highest  number,  vice  president.  This  howe- 
ver, was  found  inconvenientin  practice,  and  in  1801 
was  abandoned  for  the  better  system  now  in  opera- 
tion, by  which  the  electors  name  in  their  ballots  the 
person  voted  for  as  president,  and  in  distinct  ballots 
the  person  voted  for  as  vice  president. 

Since  the  declaration  of  independence  there  have 
been  twelve  presidential  elections,  exclusive  of  the 
present,  and  in  only  two  cases  has  the  choice  de- 
volved upon  congress.  The  first  was  in  1801,  when 
Thomas  Jefferson  and  Aaron  Burr  had  an  equal 
number  of  votes  in  the  electoral  college,  and  the  se- 
cond in  1825,  when  the  electoral  votes  were  so  di- 
vided between  Andrew  Jackson,  John  Quincy 
Adams,  Wm.  IL.  Crawford  and  Henry  Clay,  that 
neither  had  a majority.  The  following  schedule 
will  show  the  number  of  votes  received  by  the  prin- 
cipal candidates  at  each  election  from  the  origin  of 
the  government  to  the  present  time. 

First  term,  1789.  Electors  69.  George  Wash- 
ington was  therefore  declared  elected  to  the  presi- 
dency, and  John  Adams  to  the  vice  presidency. 

Second  term,  1793.  Electors  135.  George  Wash- 
ington had  132  votes,  and  was  elected  president; 
John  Adams  77,  and  was  elected  vice  president. — 
The  next  highest  candidate  was  George  Clinton, 
who  received  50  votes. 

Third  term,  1797.  Electors  138.  John  Adams 
received  71  votes  and  was  elected  president;  Tho- 
mas Jefferson  69,  and  was  elected  vice  president. 
The  next  highest  candidate  was  Thomas  Pinckney, 
who  receiver!  59  votes,  and  after  him  Aaron  Burr, 
who  received  30. 

Fourth  term,  1801.  Electors  138.  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson and  Aaron  Burr  had  each  73  votes,  John 
Adams  65,  and  Charles  C.  Pinckney  64.  There 
being  no  choice  of  president,  the  election  was  car- 
ried into  the  house  of  representatives,  and  on  the 
36th  ballot,  Thoma3  Jefferson  received  the  votes  of 
nine  states  out  of  sixteen,  and  was  declared  elected. 
Aaron  Burr  was  declared  elected  vice  president. 

Fifth  term,  1805.  Electors  1.76.  The  new  sys- 
tem of  voting  introduced.  Thomas  Jefferson  re- 
ceived 162  votes  for  president;  George  Clinton  162 
votes  for  vice  president;  and  were  elected.  Charles 
C.  Pinckney,  the  only  other  candidate  for  the  pre- 
sidency, received  14  votes,  and  Rufus  King  14  votes 
for  the  vice  presidency. 

Sixth  term,  1809.  Electors  176.  James  Madison  re- 
ceived 122  votes  lor  president,  and  Chas.  C.  Pinck- 
ney 47.  George  Clinton  113  votes  for  vice  presi- 
dent, and  Rufus  King  47.  Madison  and  Clinton 
were  accordingly  elected. 

S'menth  term,  1813.  Electors  217.  James  Madi- 
son received  128  votes  for  president,  and  DeWitt 
Clinton,  S9.  Eldridgc  Gerry  131  votes  for  vice  pre- 
sident, and  Jared  Ingersoll  S6.  Madison  and  Ger- 
ry elected. 

Eighth  term,  1817.  Electors  217.  James  Mon- 
roe received  183  votes  for  president,  and  Rufus 
King  34;  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  183  votes  for  vice 
president;  and  John  E.  Howard  22.  Monroe  and 
Tompkins  elected. 

Ninth  term.,  1821.  Electors  232.  James  Mon- 
roe received  231  votes  for  president,  and  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins  218  for  vice  president. 

Tenth  term,  1825.  Electors  261.  Andrew  Jack- 
son  received  99  votes  for  president;  John  Quincy  I 


Adams  S4;  AATn.  H.  Crawford  41:  Henry  Clay  .37. 
Neither  candidate  having  a majority,  the  election 
was  carried  into  the  house,  where,  on  the  first  bal- 
lot, John  Quincy  Adams  received  the  votes  of  13 
states  out  of  24,  and  was  declared  elected.  Seven 
states  voted  for  Jackson,  and  4 for  Crawford.  John 
C.  Calhoun  was  chosen  vice  president  by  the  elec- 
toral college,  having  received  182  votes.  The  next 
highest  candidates  were  N.  Sandford,  who  received 
30” votes,  and  Nathaniel  Macon,  who  received  24. 

Eleventh  term,  1829.  Electors  261.  Andrew 
Jackson  received  178  votes  for  president,  and  John 
Quincy  Adams  83.  John  C.  Calhoun  171  votes  for 
vice  president,  and  Richard  Rush  83.  Jackson  and 
Calhoun  elected. 

Twelfth  term,  1833.  Electors  288.  Andrew  Jack- 
son  received  219  votes  for  president,  Henry  Clay 
49,  John  Floyd  11,  William  Wirt  7,  Martin  Van 
Buren  received  189  votes  for  vice  president,  John 
Sergeant  49,  William  Wilkins  30,  Henry  Lee  11, 
AmosEllmaker  7.  Jackson  and  Van  Buren  elected. 
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From  the  “Globe"  of  Wednesday  last. 

It  was  recently  alleged  in  a Missouri  opposition 
paper,  with  much  exultation,  that  there  was  an 
“end  of  the  humbug,”  as  the  specie  circular  had 
so  courteously  been  called. 

It  declared,  that  some  new  treasury  circular  had 
been  issued,  which  it  seemed  to  consider  as  a modi- 
fication or  repeal  of  the  original  one. 

We  inquired  at  the  proper  place  if  there  had 
been  any  such  treasury  circular  issued,  and  was  in- 
formed that  there  had  not. 

This  we  published;  and  though  admitted  to  be 
true,  yet  some  of  the  bank  presses  assert  it  was 
evasive  or  liable  to  misconstruction;  and  imputa- 
tions have  been  made  both  on  us  and  the  treasury 
department  of  a design  to  mislead. 

But  these  are  wholly  unfounded.  In  point  of 
fact,  neither  the  treasury  department  nor  any  of  its 
bureaus  have  issued  any  new  circnlar  on  that  sub- 
ject or  as  to  disbursing  officers;  nor  have  any 
bureaus  in  any  other  department  issued  any,  which 
alters  or  annuls  the  original  specie  circular  in 
any  respect. 

We  have  since  learned,  however,  that  a bureau 
in  the  war  department,  on  a complaint  some  time 
ago,  that  its  disbursing  officers  had  suddenly  drawn 
large  sums  in  specie  from  some  of  the  deposite 
banks,  has  cautioned  them  in  relation  to  that  course. 
But  this  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  original  specie 
circular  from  the  treason',  and  we  never  inquired 
at  the  war  department,  in  respect  to  it,  and  neither 
knew',  nor  published  any  thing  as  to  its  proceed- 
ings on  that  point. 

We  neither  knew  nor  inquired  any  where  as  to 
any  point,  except  the  circulars  of  the  treasury,  and 
thought  only  of  some  measure  modifying  the  origi- 
nal specie  circular. 

Had  we  known  of  the  course  which  had  been 
taken  by  the  war  department,  in  respect  to  its  dis- 
bursing officers,  as  to  drawing  on  the  banks,  though 
having  nothing  to  do  with  the  imputed  “humbug,” 
we  certainly  should  have  published  it,  because  it 
reflects  credit  on  those  who  suggested  if,  with  a 
view  to  protect  the  banks  from  unnecessary  and 
vexatious  demands  for  specie. 

But  we  did  not  know  it,  and  did  not  ask  con- 
cerning it,  and  we  learn  that  it  was  not  then  known 
at  the  treasury,  though  the  latter  had  some  time 
previously  invited  the  attention  of  the  war  depart- 
ment to  the  subject. 

From' the  New  York  American. 

The  veracity  of  the  Globe,  and  the  consistency  of 
the  party,  on  the  subject  of  the  Jackson,  or  specie 
currency,  were  directly  impugned  by  an  article  we 
copied  on  Thursday  from  the  National  Intelligencer, 
charging  that  the  denial  by  the  Globe  that  instruc- 
tions had  been  given  by  the  treasury  department 
to  the  various  fiscal  agents  and  disbursing  officers, 
not  to  demand,  specie  from  the  deposite  banks,  was 
a mere  evasion,  inasmuch  as  these  instructions, 
though  not  given  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
were  given  his  request,  by  intermediate  agents. 

What  the  National  Intelligence^  thus  generally 
stated,  our  readers  will  find  established  by  the  an- 
nexed circular  of  the  commissary  general  of  subsis- 
tence. 

c irculah. 

Office  of  the  commissary  general  of  subsistence , 
Washington,  October  17,  1836. 

Sib:  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  requested 
that  disbursing  officers,  acting  under  the  orders  of 
the  department  of  war,  may  be  cautioned  respecting 
the  making  or  authorising  large  calls  for  specie 
from  the  deposite  banks. 

In  concurrence  with  the  views  of  the  department 
of  war  upon  this  subject,  you  will  not  demand  nor 
authorise  any  demand  for  a large  amount  of  specie, 
at  one  time,  from  any  of  the  deposite  banks,  without 
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giving  them  reasonable  notice;  and  whenever  such 
calls  are  anticipated  at  the  period  for  rendering 
estimates  lor  funds,  it  will  be  remarked  on  the  esti- 
mate, that  "the  amount  will  be  required  in  specie ,” 
in  order  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  may  be 
so  notified  upon  the  requisition,  and  make  his  ar- 
rangements accordingly. 

Respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 


Com.  gen.  of  sub. 

From  this  one  circular  which  has  come  to  light, 
we  may  fairly  argue  the  existence  of  similar  ones 
in  all  the  departments;  and  then  what  a figure,  in 
the  eyes  of  honest  and  truth-loving  people,  does  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  cut,  when  he  authorises  so 
palpable  an  evasion  and  prevarication  as  that  above 
referred  to  in  the  Globe! 

[Let  us  do  justice,  as  fax  as  we  can,  to  all  men. 
We  do  not  believe  that  the  evasion  referred  to  was 
authorised,  and  we  doubt  whether  it  was  approved 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.]  [Nat.  Intel. 


MESSAGE  OF  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  MARY- 
LAND. 

Executive  department,  Annapolis,  Nov.  25,  1S36. 
Gentlem  en  of  the  senate,  and 

of  the  house  of  delegates: 

The  extraordinary  occurrences,  which,  in  our 
judgment,  rendered  it  proper  and  necessary  that 
ou  should  meet  in  general  assembly  at  this  time, 
aving  been  briefly  detailed  in  the  proclamation 
calling  you  together,  a copy  of  which  is  herewith 
submitted,  we  proceed  to  state  to  you,  more  at 
Jarge,  the  views  by  which  we  were  influenced,  and 
the  objects  sought  to  be  accomplished  by  calling 
for  the  exertion  of  your  authority,  in  the  unprece- 
dented crisis  in  our  aifairs,  so  faithlessly  and  wan- 
tonly brought  about. 

It  was  with  deep  regret,  that  we  felt  ourselves 
called  upon  to  expose  to  the  world  conduct  of  Ma- 
rylanders, so  utterly  unworthy  of  the  name,  and  so 
little  to  have  been  expected  of  descendants  from, 
and  partakers  in  the  honor  and  fame  of  ancestors  of 
such  unsullied  purity  and  glorious  memory,  as 
every  son  of  the  state  should  be  proud  of  and  strive 
to  emulate.  But,  after  waiting  in  vain,  with  pain- 
ful anxiety  and  deep  solicitude,  in  hopes  that  a re- 
turning sense  of  duty,  moral  and  political,  would 
cause  at  least  a suflicient  number  of  the  recusant 
■electors,  to  attend  the  college,  and  with  those  who 
bad  qualified,  elect  a senate,  until  after  the  last  of 
the  exciting  elections  of  the  season  was  over,  but 
not  .until  its  result  was  ascertained,  when  there 
■could  be  no  suspicion  of  partizan  design  or  politi- 
cal motive  for  our  action,  we  felt  that  we  could  no 
longer  forbear,  in  duty  to  the  people  of  the  state 
and  justice  to  ourselves,  to  take  a firm  and  deter- 
mined stand  in  support  of  the  constitution  and  au- 
thority of  the  government,  against  the  designs  and 
proceedings  intended  to  elfect  their  overthrow. 

It  is  believed  that  the  annals  of  party  contention, 
and  political  errors  and  aberations  from  duty,  to 
which  all  party  spirit  naturally  tends,  would  be 
•searched  in  vain  for  a case  of  such  plain  and  palpa- 
ble violation  of  constitutional  duty  and  moral  obli- 
gation, as  the  conduct  of  the  recusant  electors  of 
the  senate  «f  Maryland  exhibits;  and  although  all 
who  have  approved  of  their  unholy  designs,  and 
lent  their:  aid  and  assistance  to  carry  them  into  ef- 
fect, have  been  guilty  of  gross  dereliction  and  vio- 
Jation  of  the  duty  of  good  citizens,  it  is  only  those 
who  counseled,  beguiled  and  misled  them  to  the 
course  they  pursued,  that  equal  them  in  degree  of 
guilt. 

A painful  sense  of  duty  having  required  of  us  to 
denounce  the  conduct  of  the  recusant  electors  and 
their  abettors,  in  terms  suited  to  the  nature  and  de- 
sign of  their  olfences,  it  is  with  the  greatest  satis- 
faction that  we  turn  from  them  to  do  justice  to  the 
patriotic  and  noble  conduct  of  many  of  their  politi- 
cal partizans.  In  some  parts  of  the  state,  and  par- 
ticularly in  Allegany  county,  the  party  to  which 
they  belong,  almost  with  one  voice  condemned, 
and,  from  the  first,  reprobated  their  conduct,  with 
as  much  severity  as  their  political  opponents  have 
■done;  and  we  believe  this  has  been  the  case  with  a 
veTy  respectable  portion  of  their  political  friends  in 
•every  part  of  the  state.  Such  patriotic  conduct, 
'breaking  and  rising  above  all  party  trammels,  when 
(the  constitution  and  government — the  tranquillity 
■and  welfare  of  the  state  were  endangered,  merits  all 
■praise,  and  meets  our  unqualified  admiration.  And 
•■we  'have  great  gratification  in  expressing  the  high- 
est confidence,  inspired  by  manifestations  and  evi- 
dences in  every  quarter  of  the  state,  that  when  the 
recent  excitements  shall  have  passed  away,  and 
reason  shall  have  triumphed  over  Ihe  madness  of 
party,  and  resumed  her  empire,  that  the  number 
even  of  the  political  partizans  of  the  recusant  elec- 
tors, who  will  continue  to  countenance  and  sup- 
port them  in  their  delinquency,  and  revolutionary 


designs  and  proceedings,  will  be  comparatively 
very  few,  and  be  confined  to  such  of  their  promi- 
nent counsellors  and  principal  abettors  as  will  have 
no  hope  of  re-establishing  themselves  in  the  good 
opinion  and  confidence  of  the  community.  We 
will  not  allow  ourselves  to  doubt,  that  even  among 
the  recusants  themselves,  there  will  be  found  some, 
whose  honesty  and  patriotism  will  finally  triumph 
over  their  misguided  passions,  and  cause  them  to 
look  back  upon  their  late  condict  with  mingled  as- 
tonishment and  shame,  and  the  most  profound  ab- 
horrence of  the  wily,  evil  advisers  by  whom  they 
were  led  estray. 

As  soon  as  the  recusant  electors  had  taken  their 
course,  it  became  the  duty  of  the  executive,  and 
indeed  of  all  good  citizens,  to  inform  themselves  of 
the  constitutional  and  best  means  of  defeating  their 
designs,  and  supporting  t ie  constitution  and  govern- 
ment, and  providing  a remedy  for  their  dereliction 
of  duty.  Upon  examination  of  the  constitution 
and  form  of  government  with  this  view,  we  found 
cause  of  increased  admiration  of  the  wisdom  and 
forecast  of  the  patriotic  and  eminent  statesmen  by 
whom  it  was  framed.  We  found  that  they  had  not 
left  it  in  the  power  of  my  unfaithful  agents  of  the 
people,  to  destroy  this  work  of  their  wise  heads  and 
pure  hearts.  They  provided  that  “the  general  as- 
sembly of  Maryland”  should  consist  of  a senate  and 
house  of  delegates,  end  for  periodical  elections  of 
the  members  of  each  branch,  without  otherwise 
limiting  the  term  of  service  of  either.  But  although 
they  had  the  forecast  so  to  frame  the  provisions  in 
relation  to  the  elections  of  members  of  the  senate 
and  house  of  delegates,  as  to  guard  against  the  ef- 
fects of  improper  conduct,  or  omissions  of  unfaith- 
ful agents,  willing  to  leave  the  state  without  a gene- 
ral assembly,  by  leaving  the  term  of  service  of  the 
members  of  each  house  unlimited,  otherwise  than 
by  the  election  of  successors,  yet  it  is  manifest  that 
they  intended  the  people  should  have  the  power  and 
means,  and  expected  they  would  be  exercised,  of 
terminating  the  service  of  the  members  of  the  se- 
nate every  fifth  year,  and  of  the  members  of  the 
house  of  delegates  every  year.  It  was  in  this  view, 
undoubtedly,  that  they  provided  for  elections  to  fill 
vacancies  in  the  senate,  “for  the  residue  of  the  said 
term  of  five  years.” 

If  any  support  were  necessary  to  this  plain  view 
of  the  provisions  of  the  constitution,  it  is  abundant- 
ly supplied  by  numerous  judicial  authorities  and 
decisions,  both  English  and  American,  in  cases  di- 
rectly in  point.  In  Foote  vs.  Prowsc  mayor  of  the 
town  of  Truro,  reported  in  Strange,  page  625,  “it 
was  held,  that  the  words,  annuaiim  eligende  (to  he 
chosen  annually,)  were  only  directory,  and  that  an 
annual  election  of  them  was  not  necessary  to  make 
an  election  in  their  presence  good,  and  King,  C.  J. 
who  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court,  compared 
it  to  the  case  of  constables  and  other  annual  officers, 
who  are  good  office  is;  after  the  year  is  out,  until  ano- 
ther is  elected  and  sworn.'”  In  this  case,  the  charter 
of  the  town  directed,  that  the  election  of  aldermen 
should  be  made  annually,  and  that  the  election  of 
mayor  should  be  held  in  the  presence  of  the  aider- 
men.  The  aldermen,  in  whose  presence  Prowsc 
had  been  elected  mayor,  had  not  been  elected  an- 
nually, but  held  their  offices  of  aldermen  in  virtue 
of  an  election  held  some  years  before.  Prowse’s 
election  was  held  to  be  valid.  To  the  same  efl'ect, 
substantially,  are  the  following  decisions,  viz: — 
Micks  vs.  town  of  Launceston,  1 Rollc's  abridgment, 
page  513.  Queen  vs.  The  corporation  of  Durham, 
10th  modern  reports,  page  146.  Smith  vs.  Smith,  lid 
equity  reports  of  South  Carolina,  and  Ike  people  vs. 
Runlcles,  9th  Johnson’s  New  York  reports,  page  147, 
in  which  all  the  other  cases  here  mentioned,  and 
several  text  books,  are  cited  as  authorities. 

The  continuance  of  the  senate,  until  superseded 
by  the  election  of  successors  being  thus  settled  in 
our  minds  beyond  a doubt,  we  should  at  once  have 
called  the  general  assembly  together,  with  a view 
of  their  making  provision  for  the  election  of  other 
electors  in  the  place  of  those  who  had  refused  and 
neglected  to  attend  the  college  and  perform  their 
duty,  but  for  the  additional  excitement  and  mis- 
construction of  motive,  which  we  apprehended 
would  be  produced  in  the  public  mind  by  such  a 
step,  during  the  pendency  of  the  recent  election  of 
electors  of  president  and  vice  president  of  the  U. 
States;  and  we  determined  to  call  the  general  assem- 
bly for  that  purpose,  immediately  after  that  election 
should  be  over,  without  regard  to,  or  intention  tobe 
influenced  in  the  least  by,  what  might  be  the  result 
of  that  election. 

Considering  that  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  and 
the  plain  intent  of  its  framers  require  that  the  term 
of  senators  shall  be  terminated  by  the  election  of 
successors  every  five  years,  or  as  soon  thereafter 
as  circumstances  may  admit  of,  our  first  object  ip 
convening  the  general  assembly  was,  that  they 
might  pass  a law  providing  for  the  election  of  plec? 


tors  of  the  senate,  in  the  place  of  those  who  had  re- 
fused or  neglected  to  attend  the  college  and  perform 
their  duty.  That  the  general  assembly  have  the 
authority  to  provide  by  law  for  a new  election  in 
such  a case,  i3  a proposition  so  clear  of  rational 
doubt,  that,  but  for  the  lawless  and  anarchical  spi- 
rit of  the  day,  which  calls  in  question  the  most  ven- 
erable and  best  settled  doctrines  of  constitutional 
law,  and  embraces  in  their  stead  the  most  wild  and 
monstrous  absurdities,  no  argument  or  authority 
would  be  necessary  or  even  proper  to  sustain  it. — 
Even  if  the  original  con^itutional  provision  on  the 
subject  remained  entire  ind  unchanged,  the  power 
to  provide  for  the  election  in  such  a case,  would  be 
ample,  but  all  such  partsof  that  constitutional  pro- 
vision, as  relates  to  the  judges,  time,  place  and  man- 
ner of  holding  elections  having  been  abolished  at 
the  November  sessions  1798  ana  1799,  and  left  there- 
after to  be  regulated  bylaw,  it  would  seem  impos- 
sible that  doubt  could  be  raised  on  the  subject. — 
Yet  being  aware  that  the  authority  of  the  general 
assembly  in  this  respect,  has  been  not  only  ques- 
tioned but  strenuouslydenied,  we  deem  it  proper  to 
refer  to  a few  conclusive  authorities  in  support  of 
it.  That  eminent  jurist,  James  Kent,  late  chancel- 
lor of  New  York,  in  the  second  volume  of  his  com- 
mentaries, says — that  “the  power  of  election,  or  the 
supplying  of  members  in  tne  room  of  such  as  are 
removed  by  death  or  otherwise,  is  said  to  be  a pow- 
er incident  to,  and  necessarily  implied  in  every  ag- 
gregate corporation,  from  the  principle  of  self  pre- 
servation,” that  “it  was  decided  in  the  ease  of 
Ncwling  vs.  Francis,  3 d term  reports,  189,”  that 
“when  the  mode  of  electing  corporate  officers,  was 
not  regulated  by  charter  or  prescription,  the  corpo- 
ration might  make  by-laws  to  regulate  the  election, 
provided  they  did  not  infringe  the  charter.”  And 
lie  refers  to  various  other  authorities  in  support  of 
his  position.  Such  power  being  “an  incident  to, 
and  necessarily  implied  in  every  aggregate  corpora- 
tion” how  can  it  be  doubted  that  the  legislative  au- 
thority, which  grant  charters  of  incorporation,  pos- 
sess at  least  equal  powers  of  “self  preservation?” 
That  there  is  no  existing  legal  provision  for  an 
election  to  supply  vacancies  in  the  senatorial  elec- 
toral college,  it  is  presumed,  is  for  the  same  reason, 
that  the  punishment  of  the  crime  of  parricide,  when 
first  committed  in  the  Athenian  commonwealth, 
was  found  to  be  unprovided  for:  because  it  had 
never  entered  into  the  conceptions  of  the  framers 
of  the  constitution  or  laws,  that  such  a provision 
was  or  would  become  necessary. 

A sufficient  number  of  the  recusant  electors  hav- 
ing, since  ;he  issuing  of  our  proclamation  and  be- 
fore the  day  assigned  for  the  meeting  of  the  general 
assembly,  attended  the  electoral  college,  qualified 
and  joined  with  those  faithful  electors  who  had 
from  the  first  been  ready  to  perform  their  duty,  and 
a new  senate  having  been  elected,  it  will  now  only 
be  necessary,  in  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the 
recusants  and  their  abettors,  to  provide  appropriate 
remedies  to  meet  any  future  like  conduct  or  oc- 
currences. And  for  this  purpose,  we  respectful- 
ly recommend  an  amendment  of  our  election  laws, 
providing  for  new  elections  to  fill  any  vacancies 
which  may  occur  in  any  future  electoral  college, 
by  death  or  resignation,  or  by  refusal  or  neglect 
to  attend  aid  quality  within  a specified  time;  and 
we  also  recimmend  an  amendment  in  our  criminal 
laws,  providing  for  suitable  and  adequate  punish- 
ment of  any  agents  of  the  people  who  may  hereafter 
solicit  and deceive,  or  accept  of  any  public  trust, 
and  refuse  cr  wilfully  neglect  to  perform  the  duties 
enjoined  by  the  constitution  or  laws. 

Supposing  that  you  will  concur  with  us  in  the 
opinion,  that  at  this  extraordinary  session  your 
attention  and  labors  ought  to  be  confined  to  the 
special  objects  of  calling  you  together,  and  such 
other  business  of  importance  as  the  welfare  of  the 
state  requires  to  be  acted  upon  without  delay,  we 
shall  forbear  to  call  to  your  notice  or  attention  any 
other  subjects  of  interest  to  the  state.  Among 
these  we  esteem  the  passage  of  such  laws  as  you 
may  deem  necessary  and  proper  for  suppressing  all 
revolutionary  designs  and  proceedings;  for  the  bet- 
ter support  of  the  constitution  and  government, 
and  for  bringing  to  justice  and  deserved  punishment 
their  future  violators.  As  the  constitution  provides 
that  no  part  thereof  shall  he  altered,  changed  or 
abolished,  unless  a bill  so  to  alters  change  or  abolish 
the  same  shall  pass  the  general  assembly,  and  be 
published  at  least  three  months  before  a new  elec- 
tion, and  shill  be  confirmed  by  the  general  assembly, 
after  a new  election  o.f  delegates,  in  the  first  session 
after  such  new  ele  ction;  and  as  several  bills  for 
alterations  of  the  constitution  were  passed  by  the 
last  general  assembly,  it  is  necessary  to  their  con- 
firmation as  a part  of  the  constitution,  that  you 
should  act  \ipqn  them  at  the  present  session. 

And  a?,  the  act  of  congress,  providing  for  the  de- 
posite  wtyh  the  states  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the 
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United  States,  requires  that  legal  provision  shall  be 
made  by  each  state  for  receiving  her  proportion 
thereof,  and  giving  the  required  obligations  for  its 
return  when  legally  called  for,  before  receiving  any 
part  of  said  surplus,  and  as  the  distribution  is  to 
commence  on,  or  soon  after  the  first  day  of  January 
next,  we  recommend  the  passage  of  a law  in  con- 
formity to  the  requirements  of  the  act  of  congress: 
a copy  of  which,  with  a circular  from  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  we  herewith 
submit  for  your  consideration. 

Reform  of  the  consti  ution,  haviiig  been  held 
forth  by  the  recusant  electors  as  their  ostensible 
object  in  the  course  of  c»nduct  pursued  by  them 
and  their  abettors,  our  views  upon  that  subject  are 
perhaps  justly  and  properly  expected. 

In  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  state,  the  re- 
cusant electors  undertook  to  defend  their  attempt 
to  subvert  the  constitution  by  revolutionary  means, 
upon  the  unfounded  assumption  that  all  hope  of 
adequate  amendment,  or,  in  the  cant,  various  mean- 
ing, and  undefined  phrase  of  the  day — reform,  by 
the  constitutional  method,  are  vain  and  illusory; 
and  they  quoted,  with  a view’  to  support  their 
assumption  of  right  to  pursue  the  course  they  had 
adopted  and  recommended  to  their  coadjutors,  from 
our  bill  of  rights,  the  unquestionable  truth  “that 
whenever  the  ends  of  government  are  perverted,  and 
public  liberty  manifestly  endangered,  and  all  other 
means  ot  redress  are  ineffectual,  the  people  may, 
and  of  right  ought,  to  reform  the  old  or  establish 
a new  government.”  But  they  omitted  all  at- 
tempts to  show  that  these  circumstances  had  oc- 
curred, or,  that  they  were  the  people,  or  even  the 
representatives  of  any  part  of  them,  for  such  a pur- 
pose. 

What  are  the  ends  of  government ? The  security 
of  life,  liberty  and  property,  may  be  the  brief  but 
comprehensive  answer;  and  we  state  with  honest 
pride,  and  in  the  fullest  confidence,  that  in  no  com- 
munity have  these  ends  been  more  effectually  pro- 
vided for,  or  more  amply  enjoyed,  and  that  an  in- 
stance cannot  be  cited  from  our  history  under  the 
constitution,  in  which  any  of  them  have  been 
violated,  by  color  of  law.  “When  public  liberty 
is  manifestly  endangered?”  As  it  is  notoriously 
felt  by  all,  so  it  needs  no  argument  to  prove,  that 
public  liberty  has  never  been  endangered,  or  even 
threatened  here,  save  by  the  rash  or  misguided 
men,  and  their  abettors  whose  conduct  is  now  under 
review.  But,  were  it  otherwise,  and  had  these 
events  occurred,  can  it  be  said,  with  the  least  sem- 
blance of  truth,  “that  all  other  means  of  redress” 
have  been  tried  and  found  “ineffectual?”  No  other 
constitution  or  form  of  government  has  provided 
more  amply  for  its  amendment,  or  a mode  more 
ready,  easy,  safe  and  judicious  for  that  purpose 
than  ours,  nor  has  there  ever  occurred,  since  its 
adoption,  a time  when  the  assumption  or  assertion 
that  there  is  no  hope  of  reform  under  it,  was  so 
evidently  untrue  as  at  the  present. 

In  the  lapse  of  sixty  years,  the  position  of  society’ 
has  materially  varied,  so  that  the  prolusions  of  the 
constitution  are  less  perfect  in  theory,  and  less 
adapted  to  ideas  of  right,  and  to  the  present  con- 
dition, wishes  and  interest  of  the  people,  than  at  the 
time  of  its  establishment.  There  are  several  parts 
of  the  instrument  which  it  is  generally  believed 
might  be  beneficially  changed.  The  establishment 
of  a different  basis  and  apportionment  of  represen- 
tation is  required  by  a just  regard  to  the  rights, 
interests  and  wishes  of  the  people  of  the  more 
populous  sections  of  the  state,  and  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  such  a change,  in  this  re- 
spect, as  ought  to  satisfy  the  large  and  populous 
sections,  and  can  be  safely  conceded  by  the  smaller 
and  less  populous,  can,  and  will  be  obtained,  in  the 
constitutional  manner,  and  with  general  consent. 
The  comparative  inequality  of  the  representation 
of  different  sections  of  the  state,  with  reference  to 
population,  taxation  and  business,  has  been  pressed 
upon  the  attention  of  the  people  and  the  legislature 
for  several  years  past,  and,  as  evidence  of  the 
impression  which  had  been  made  in  favor  of  con- 
ceding to  the  more  populous  sections,  an  increase 
of  representation  and  political  power,  or,  in  other 
words,  of  the  advance  of  the  principal  cause  of 
reform,  the  general  assembly,  at  the  last  annual 
session,  and  but  just  before  it  ha3  been  so  boldly, 
but  untruly  asserted  or  assumed,  that  all  hope  of 
obtaining  reform  in  the  constitutional  mode,  was 
vain  and  illusory,  passed  two  bills,  such  as  had 
frequently  before  been  rejected,  which,  when  con- 
firmed, will  give  an  increase  of  six  representatives 
to  the  most  populous  sections— two  to  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  and  four  to  the  people  who  now  compose 
the  counties  of  Baltimore  and  Frederick!! 

Can  any  sane  mind  believe,  under  these  circum- 
stances, that  the  real,  and  main  objed  of  the  recusant 
electors  and  their  abettors,  in  the  crurse  they  have 
pursued,  was  reform  in  the  constitution?  But  one 


answ’er,  in  substance  and  truth,  can  be  given  to  this  ' 
question.  It  is  as  manifest  that  the  ostensible  was 
not  the  real  and  main  object,  as  that  the  assumptions 
upon  which  their  measures  were  predicated,  were, 
and  are  utterly  destitute  of  foundation,  untrue,  and 
have  been  disproved  by  unquestionable  facts. 

We  feel  warranted  by  the  facts  which  we  have 
stated,  and  by  the  evidences  of  public  sentiment  in 
every  quarter  of  the  state,  in  expressing  the  fullest 
confidence,  that  whenever,  and  in  whatever  peace- 
able and  orderly  manner,  the  people  of  the  state 
shall  have  clearly  indicated  the  leind  and  extent  of 
further  just,  reasonable  and  proper  amendments  de- 
sired by  them,  that  Iheir  wishes  will  be  carried  into 
effect,  in  the  regular  manner,  and  with  as  little  de- 
lay as  a just  and  prndent  consideration  of,  and  the 
necessary  action  upon  them,  will  admit  of. 

As  a change  in  the  basis  of  representation,  is  the 
great  question  of  reform  most  generally  desired  and 
justly  insisted  upon,  we  beg  leave  to  suggest  for 
consideration,  as  a fair  compromise  of  theconflict- 
ing  views  and  interests  in  relation  to  the  nature  and 
proper  extent  of  such  change,  and  as  suited  to  our 
condition  and  local  circumstances,  that  our  consti- 
tution, in  this  respect,  be  iltered  so  as  to  conform, 
as  nearly  as  our  circumstances  will  justify,  to  that 
of  the  United  States:  that  the  representation  in  the 
house  of  delegates  be  based  on  population  of  federal 
numbers,  limited  however,  by  a maximum  for  the 
larger  counties,  and  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  by 
a minimum  for  the  smaller  counties  and  the  city  of 
Annapolis,  and  that  a senator  be  allowed  to  each 
county,  and  the  city’ of  Baltimore. 

Anil  lastly, 

Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

It  is  with  you  to  consider  of  the  necessity  or  ex- 
pediency of  exerting  the  powers  with  which  you  are 
clothed  by  the  constitution,  “as  the  grand  inquest 
of  the  state,  to  inquire  into  the  complaints,  griev- 
ances and  offences,”  which  have  occasioned  you  to 
be  called  together. 

With  humble  supplications  to  Divine  Providence, 
that  all  our  labors  may  be  directed  and  controlled 
by  virtue  and  wisdom,  and  result  in  the  promotion 
of  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  state, 

We  remain,  with  the  highest  consideration  and 
respect,  your  obedient  servants, 

TI-IO.  W.  VEAZEY. 


MARYLAND  LEGISLATURE. 

A sufficient  number  of  the  new  senate  to  form  a 
quorum,  having  failed  to  attend  at  Annapolis,  the 
house  of  delegates  ad  journed  on  Saturday  last,  after 
having  adopted  the  following  order,  submitted  by 
Mr.  Gough,  as  a substitute  for  one  offered  by  Mr. 
Risteau,  which  was  a mere  motion  for  adjournment, 
sine  die,  without  allusion  to  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  legislature  was  convened. 

“Whereas,  the  firm,  dignified  and  energetic  stand 
taken  by  his  excellency,  governor  Veazey,  in  his 
proclamation,  convoking  an  extraordinary  session 
of  the  legislature  to  defeat  the  revolutionary  designs 
and  proceedings  entertained  and  carried  on  by  the 
recusant  electors,  with  the  view  of  overthrowing 
the  constitution  and  form  of  government,  has  super- 
seded the  necessity  of  any  immediate  legislative 
action  on  that  subject,  by’ inducing  a sufficient  num- 
ber of  the  aforesaid  recusant  electors,  to  the  per- 
formance of  their  duty;  And  whereas,  it  is  the  opi- 
nion of  this  house  that  immediate  action  on  the  va- 
rious other  matters  referred  to  its  consideration,  by 
the  message  of  the  governor,  received  on  yesterday 
is  not  indispensably  requisite;  And  whereas,  it  is 
uncertain  whether  a quorum  of  the  senate  can  be 
assembled  without  considerable'  delay  and  conse- 
quent expense  to  the  state,  therefore, 

“ Ordered,  That  it  is  expedient  that  this  house  shall 
adjourn  immediately’,  without  day." 

The  Annapolis  “Republican”  of  Tuesday  last 
contains  the  following  sketch  of  the  questions 
which  were  considered  during  the  brief  session, 
which  cannot  fail  to  interest  our  readers  and  be 
useful  for  reference. 

THE  SESSION  OF  A WEEK. 

The  house  of  delegates,  nearly  every  member  of 
which,  obeying  to  the  governor’s  proclamation,  at- 
tended at  the  seat  of  government  on  Monday  last, 
found  themselves  in  a position  entirely  new,  and 
not  without  its  difficulties. 

The  electors  had  failed  to  provide  a new  senate. 
The  wisdom  and  foresight  of  the  enlightened  fram- 
ers of  our  state  constitution  was  made  strikingly 
manifest,  as  we  evidenced  the  importance  of  that 
arrangement  therein,  whereby  the  term  for  which 
either  branch  of  the  legislature  as  well  as  some  of 
the  other  most  important  offices  are  elected,  is 
made  to  depend  not  upon  a specified  time,  but  upon 
(he  fact  of  successors  being  provided  to  assume 
their  duties.  The  time  wherein  new  elections  shall 
take  place,  is  fixed,  but  if  from  any  cause  an  elec- 


tion fails  to  be  effected,  the  government  is  not 
thereby’ allowed  to  expire,  a*  the  recusant  electors 
imagined,  but  is  continued  in  the  hands  of  those 
last  elected,  until  a new  election  is  effected.  The 
people  of  this  state  have  been  perfectly  familiar 
with  this  valuable  trait  in  their  constitution,  as  it 
operated  upon  those  most  important  officers,  the 
sheriffs  of  the  several  counties,  the  tenor  of  whose 
appointments  is  arranged  in  this  respect  similar  to 
that  of  the  senate  and  house  of  delegates.  The 
authority  of  a sheriff  does  not  cease  upon  a specifi- 
ed day,  but  upon  the  election  and  qualification  of  a 
person  to  assume  his  duties.  The  value  of  this  ar- 
rangement has  long  beeu  obvious  in  his  case.  Its 
still  greater  value  in  regard  tolegiskitive  bodies  has 
just  been  tested,  though  it  is  quite  likely  that  few 
constitution  makers  of  the  present  day  would  have 
duly  estimated  its  importance. 

The  governor  accordingly  in  his  proclamation 
convening  the  general  assembly,  intimated  in  the 
preamble,  that  the  seqate  elected  in  1831,  continu- 
ed to  be  the  senate  of  Maryland,  and  the  inference 
was  that  their  attendance  was  required  by  the  pro- 
clamation. 

On  the  very  eve  of  the  day  when  their  attend- 
ance was  required,  and  after  several  of  them  had 
actually  reached  the  spot,  a new  senate  is  elected, 
and  thereby  their  term  of  service  terminated. 

Several  technical  questions  immediately  arose. 
The  executive  proclamation  had  in  due  form  sum- 
moned “The  general  assembly  of  Mary- 
land,” to  meet  on  a given  day,  allowing  them,  as 
the  constitution  requires  “at  least  ten  day’s  notice." 
It  was  strenuously  contended  on  one  hand,  that 
though  the  general  assembly  had  had  ten  day’s  no- 
tice, yet  that  the  new  members  now  elected  to  con- 
stitute one  branch  thereof,  had  not  had  ten  day’s 
notice,  nor  had  any  proclamation  been  issued  that 
they  could  recognize  as  embracing  themselves — and 
further,  some  maintained  that  even  if  they’  or  a 
quorum  of  them  should  attend,  in  consequence  of 
informal  notification,  the  legality’  of  holding  a ses- 
sion with  them,  would  be  contested  on  the  ground 
of  their  not  having  had  the  notice  which  the  consti- 
tution stipulated.  The  members  who  entertained 
these  opinions,  most  if  not  all  of  them,  objected  to 
forming  a house  of  delegates,  and  proposed  that  the 
members  should  return  home  without  forming  a 
quorum. 

This  was  objected  to  by  a majority  of  the  body, 
upon  the  ground,  that  as  they  have  been  summoned 
by  the  executive,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  constitution,  they  were  compelled  to  obey.  The 
executive  power  in  this  respect  is  of  the  very  last 
importance,  and  an  evasion,  even  though  unimport- 
ant at  the  time,  might  furnish  precedent  of  most 
disastrous  effect. 

The  idea  that  the  executive  might  countermand 
their  own  proclamation  was  started  and  gravely 
considered.  Though  not  forbidden  expressly  by’  the 
constitution,  yet  such  a measure  would  be  treading 
very  closely  indeed  upon  the  margin  of  sacred 
ground.  Of  nothing  were  the  framers  of  the  con- 
stitution of  Maryland  more  jealous,  than  of  the 
executive  power  to  prorogue  the  legislature,  under 
an  exe'eise  of  which  the  previous  province  had  so 
severely  smarted  from  the  very  first  settlement  of 
the  country.  This  would  not  exactly  be  proroguing, 
but  it  would  be  so  near  it,  that  any  future  governor 
who  might  summon  a legislature,  if  he  ascertained 
upon  their  reaching  the  seat  of  government,  that 
his  own  or  his  party’s  views  would  be  thwarted  by 
the  body,  would  not  hesitate  to  plead  as  precedent 
the  present  exercise  of  the  power  to  issue  a counter- 
proclamation,  and  thereby  send  the  members  home 
again.  This  view  of  the  subject  we  presume  ope- 
rated with  the  executive  to  reject  the  idea. 

On  the  other  hand  as  the  constitution  forbids  one 
branch  to  adjourn  a session  without  (he  concurrence 
of  the  other — it  was  questioned  whether  one  branch 
having  convened  and  the  other  not,  (he  one  could 
rightfully  adjourn  without  waiting  for  the  other. 
The  constitution  not  having  contemplated  such  a 
case,  is  silent  thereon. 

Debates  arose  on  several  occasions,  upon  motions 
to  adjourn,  in  which  not  only  these  difficulties 
were  discussed,  but  others  of  somewhat  similar 
complexion.  Two  of  the  electors  elect  of  presi- 
dent and  vice  president,  are  also  members  elect  of 
the  new  senate,  and  it  was  insisted  upon  by  colonel 
Ely  and  some  others,  that  those  gentlemen  could 
not  constitutionally  fulfil  the  duties  of  electors,  if 
they  previously  qualified  as  senators,  because  (he 
constitution  of  Maryland  forbids  members  of  the 
state  senate  to  hold  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  under 
the  United  States  government. 

Another  difficulty  was  still  more  embarrassing. 
There  were  four  or  five  bills  which  passed  the  last 
legislature,  for  amending  the  constitution — two  of 
them  involving  the  great  question  of  reform — one 
for  creating  a new  county  upon  the  Western  Shore* 
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(Carroll  county),  and  the  other  for  increasing  the 
delegation  of  the  city  of  Baltimore.  If  both  houses 
assembled,  and  a session  of  the  general  assembly 
was  convened  under  the  proclamation,  it  was  main- 
tained by  some  gentlemen  of  high  legal  attainments, 
that  those  laws  must  be  confirmed  at  this  extra  ses- 
sion, or  they  could  not  be  constitutionally  confirm- 
ed by  the  subsequent  annual  session;  the  constitu- 
tion requiring  that  such  proposed  alterations  must 
be  confirmed  “by  the  next  succeeding  general  as- 
sembly, and  at  the  first  session  thereof.” 

Other  legal  gentlemen  standing  equally  high, 
gave  it  as  their  decided  opinion,  that  those  laws 
might  be  confirmed  at  the  annual  session,  and  their 
only  doubt  was,  whether  they  could  constitutional- 
ly be  confirmed  at  an  extra  session  held  previous  to 
the  period  fixed  by  the  constitution  for  holding  the 
annual  session. 

To  obviate  those  difficulties,  the  idea  was  sug- 
gested of  adjourning  this  extra  session  over  to  the 
very  day  before  the  annual  session  commences,  and 
hereby,  by  letting  the  one  run  into  the  other,  both 
would  be  in  fact  “the  first  session.”  Upon  examin- 
ing this  proposition,  it  was  found  also  full  of  dif- 
ficulties. The  practice  of  the  legislature  of  Mary- 
land was  found  to  have  afforded  two  or  three  pre- 
cedents in  favor,  but  Jefferson’s  Manual  of  parlia- 
mentary or  congress  usage  was  directly  to  the 
contrary.  He  lays  it  down,  and  apparently  with 
good  reason,  that  a session  convened  by  executive 
authority,  can  by  no  means  supersede  the  consti- 
tutional requisition,  that  a session  must  commence 
at  the  period  fixed  by  the  constitution,  and  any  ses- 
sion commenced  previously,  must  cease  before  that 
commences. 

There  were  serious  difficulties  in  all  these  ques- 
tions. To  take  up  the  constitutional  subjects,  and 
give  to  them  the  deliberation  which  their  import- 
ance demanded,  would  consume  much  more  time 
than  it  was  desirable  or  convenient  to  appropriate 
to  the  extra  session;  to  have  them  defeated  by  re- 
fusing to  consider  them  “at  the  first  session  after 
such  new  election,”  would  be  treating  their  advo- 
cates ungenerously — and  yet,  to  pass  upon  them 
at  a session  whose  legality  of  decision  would  be 
matter  of  great  doubt,  ought  to  be  avoided  if  possi- 
ble. 

The  best  way  in  the  opinion  of  many,  of  avoid- 
ing these  embarrassments,  was  for  the  house  to 
adjourn,  without  waiting  for  the  senate  to  form  a 
quorum,  and  thereby  leaving  the  annual  session  to 
be  undisputedly  “the  first  session”  of  this  general 
assembly. 

The  general  expectation  that  a sufficiency  of  the 
new  senators  would  attend  within  the  week,  to 
form  a quorum,  and  enable  the  two  branches  to  at- 
tend to  one  or  two  of  the  most  urgent  subjects  re- 
quiring legislative  action,  particularly  the  election 
of  a senator  of  the  United  States,  in  the  place  of 
the  lamented  Goldsborough,  and  an  act  to  authorise 
the  treasurer  to  receive  the  state’s  portion  of  the 
surplus  revenue,  induced  a majority  of  the  house 
to  remain  in  session  for  some  days.  Saturday  ar- 
rived however  without  bringing  a quorum  of  the 
senate,  whereupon  the  house  determined  to  ad- 
journ. 


REFORM  CONVENTION. 

Baltimore,  Nov,  16,  1S36. 

According  to  previous  notice,  the  delegates  to  the 
reform  convention  of  Maryland,  assembled  this  day 
— when  it  was  ascertained  that  the  following  coun- 
ties and  city  had  chosen  delegates: 

Allegany,  Washington,  Frederick,  Montgomery, 
Baltimore  county,  Baltimore  city,  Anne  Arundel, 
Harford,  Cecil,  Kent,  Caroline,  Queen  Anne’s  and 
Somerset. 

The  convention,  on  motion  of  Benjamin  C.  How- 
ard, of  Baltimore  city,  appointed  the  hon.  Charles  S. 
Sewall,  of  Harford  county,  president,  and  George 
Cooke,  of  Anne  Arundel  county,  secretary. 

The  convention  adjourned  from  day  to  day,  until 
the  19th,  when  their  deliberations  closed.  During 
its  sittings  all  the  counties  aforesaid  were  represent- 
ed, excepting  Allegany,  Queen  Anne’s  and  Somer- 
set. On  examination  of  the  returns  from  various 
counties  where  polls  had  been  opened  to  receive 
votes  for  the  delegates,  it  was  ascertained  that  a 
majority  of  all  the  votes  taken  for  president  on  the 
first  Monday  of  November,  in  nine  counties  and  the 
eity  of  Baltimore,  having  a free  white  population  of 
203,000,  out  of  291,000  of  the  whole  white  popula- 
tion of  the  state,  had  been  given  to  their  conven- 
tion ticket. 

On  motion  of  John  S.  Tyson,  of  Baltimore  coun- 
ty, the  following  members  were  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  report  to  the  convention  resolutions  for  its 
adoption: 

John  S.  Tyson,  Benjamin  C.  Howard,  Francis 
Thomas,  John  A.  Carter,  Washington  Hall,  James 
W.  Williams,  George  Cooke. 


November  19th,  1836. 

The  chair,  on  behalf  of  the  aforesaid  committee, 
repotted  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  read 
and  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  unexpected  call  on  the  part  of 
the  executive  upon  the  members  elect  to  the  house 
of  delegates,  and  of  the  old  senate  to  assemble  at 
Annapolis,  on  Monday  next,  has  rendered  it  expe- 
dient to  postpone  the  meeting  of  the  reform  conven- 
tion to  a day  when  ample  opportunity  shall  have 
been  afforded  to  understand  fully  the  reasons  which 
have  induced  the  executive  to  adopt  this  extraordi- 
nary procedure,  and  to  ascertain  the  results  of  their 
deliberation. 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  repels  proudly 
and  indignantly  the  aspersions  cast  upon  its  mem- 
bers, and  those  whom  they  represent,  in  the  late 
proclamation  of  governor  Veazey,  and  regards  its 
doctrines  as  unsound  and  dangerous — its  language 
undignified,  and  its  temper  and  spirit  unbecoming 
the  executive  of  Maryland.  The  friends  of  con- 
ventional reform  have  neither  done  nor  designed 
any  thing  inconsistent  with  their  duties  as  peacea- 
ble citizens,  or  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  state. 
They  have  proposed  to  adopt  measures,  solemnly 
sanctioned  by  the  bill  of  rights  of  Maryland,  to  as- 
certain whether  a majority  of  the  people  of  the  state 
desire  a convention  assembled  to  devise  and  submit 
for  their  adoption  that  which  they  certainly  do  not 
enjoy,  a republican  form  of  government. 

Resolved,  That  the  people  of  Maryland,  like  those 
of  every  other  republican  community,  have  the  right 
to  change  the  form  of  government  which  they  have 
voluntarily  adopted  whenever  it  may  appear  to  them 
expedient  to  do  so,  and  of  this  inalienable  right  our 
ancestors  neither  did  nor  could  deprive  us. 

Resolved,  That  this  right  should  be  exercised  cau- 
tiously, temperately  and  with  great  deliberation;  but 
if  a majority  of  the  people  of  the  state  should  deter- 
mine, by  solemn  vote,  to  establish  a new  govern- 
ment, it  would,  by  virtue  of  such  sanction,  become 
the  regular  and  only  government  entitled  to  respect 
or  obedience,  and  those  who  would  refuse  to  obey 
it,  ought  to  be  considered  enemies  of  the  public 
peace  and  order. 

Resolved,  That  we  believe  that  a majority  of  the 
people  of  Maryland  desire  to  change  the  present 
constitution,  by  a direct  vote  in  favor  of  or  against 
a new  one  to  be  submitted  to  them  by  a convention, 
and  are  unwilling  to  await  the  slow  and  uncertain 
action  of  the  legislature,  the  organization  of  that  de- 
partment of  the  government  being  such  as  to  pre- 
clude all  reasonable  hope  of  their  redressing  the 
grievances  of  which  the  people  have  so  long  com- 
plained. 

Resolved,  That  if  the  theory  of  those  opposed  to 
conventional  reform  be  true,  the  people  of  Mary- 
land are  placed  in  an  extraordinary  position,  differ- 
ing wholly  from  our  brethren  in  other  states  in  the' 
union  who  have  control  over  their  constitution,  and 
can  fashion  it  to  suit  their  interests,  wishes  or  even 
prejudices,  whilst  we  are  debarred  from  exercising 
the  same  power  over  oursj  being  compelled  to  lie 
under  the  government  of  associated  counties,  having 
a confederacy  instead  of  a republican  government. 

Resolved,  That  if  the  theory  of  the  constitutional 
reformers  be  true,  that  our  ancestors  had  a right  to 
transfer  the  power  of  altering  the  constitution  from 
the  people  to  two  legislatures,  they  had  also  the 
right  to  ordain  that  there  should  be  no  alteration  in 
any  way  whatsoever,  a conclusion  to  which  the  in- 
telligent freemen  of  Maryland  can  never  be  brought 
to  assert. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  no  confidence  in  the  opi- 
nion that  tbe  legislature,  if  a new  senate  had  been 
chosen,  would  nave  gratified  the  known  wishes  of 
conventional  reformers;  neither  do  we  believe  that 
this  will  be  done  by  the  old  senate  and  new  house  of 
delegates.  We  anticipate  that  at  a day  not  far  dis- 
tant, those  impressions  will  become  general  if  not 
universal,  and  with  that  expectation  we  think  it  will 
be  expedient  hereafter  to  open  the  polls  again 
throughout  the  state,  and  invite  the  people  to  clothe 
with  the  necessary  pow'er,  a convention,  to  submit 
to  them  a form  of  government,  for  acceptance  or  re- 
jection. 

Resolved,  That  the  essential  difference  between 
a republic  and  monarchy,  consists  in  the  power  of 
the  people  in  the  former  peacefully  to  change  the  fea- 
tures of  the  constitution,  as  wrell  as  the  men  who 
administer  it,  whereas,  in  a monarchy  such  a change 
must  necessarily  be  accompanied  with  violence  and 
civil  war.  Whatever  therefore  tends  to  create  a 
resistance  to  the  will  of  a majority  of  the  people, 
who  desire  to  change  their  mode  of  government, 
must  spring  from  some  anti-republican  quality  in 
the  government  which  the  people  originally  estab- 
lished. 

Resolved,  That  the  votes  given  for  the  delegates 
to  this  convention  in  some  of  the  less  populous 
counties  of  the  state  are  especially  encouraging,  as 


they  indicate  that  magnanimous  sense  of  justice  in 
the  bosoms  of  generous  and  just  Marylanders  where- 
ver located,  which  guided  and  governed  those  who 
framed  the  present  constitution,  and  bids  us  hope 
that  the  day  is  now  rapidly  approaching  when  a 
convention  of  delegates  from  every  county  and  city 
will  be  held  fully  empowered  to  harmonise  all  con- 
flicting views  and  wishes  which  now  prevail  in  the 
state,  by  some  honorable  compromise  of  the  claims 
of  the  population  and  of  the  counties  similar  to  that 
which  clothed  w ith  immortal  honor  the  labors  of  the 
convention  of  1789,  in  the  formation  of  the  existing 
constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  a very  large  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple are  favorable  to  conventional  reform,  and  would 
have  manifested  more  fully  than  has  been  done,  this 
wish  at  the  late  election,  but  for  the  pendency  of  the 
presidential  election,  and  the  prevalent  belief  with 
a portion  of  the  people  that  the  legislature  would 
authorise  a convention  empowered  to  grant  the  re- 
form in  the  constitution  imperiously  required  by 
every  consideration  of  justice  and  propriety. 

Resolved,  That  the  friends  of  conventional  reform 
desire  a new  constitution  to  be  submitted  to  the 
people  for  adoption  or  rejection,  containing  among 
others  the  following  provisions: 

1st.  The  election  of  the  governor  by  the  people, 
and  the  abolition  of  the  council. 

2d.  The  election  of  one  senator  from  each  coun- 
ty and  the  city  of  Baltimore,  directly  by  the  people. 

3d.  The  reapportionrnent  of  the  house  of  dele- 
gates so  as  to  do  justice  to  the  populous  districts, 
and  at  the  same  time  give  to  the  small  counties,  and 
the  city  of  Annapolis,  ample  power  to  protect  their 
interest. 

4th.  The  abolition  of  all  officers  for  life,  the  ap- 
pointment of  judges  for  a limited  time,  by  the  joint 
action  of  the  governor  and  senate. 

5th.  The  election  of  clerks  and  registers  by  the 
people. 

6th.  Limitation  and  restraint  on  the  powers  of 
the  legislature  in  the  future  grant  of  charters. 

7th.  The  whole  constitution  to  be  so  arranged 
and  digested  as  to  be  free  from  uncertainty  and  ob- 
scurity. 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  will  meet  at  the 
city  of  Annapolis,  on  the  first  Monday  of  January 
next,  unless  otherwise  notified  by  the  president 
thereof,  and  that  it  is  recommended  earnestly  and 
respectfully  to  the  people  of  those  portions  of  the 
state  not  represented  herein,  to  choose  delegates  in 
time  to  meet  this  convention,  when  it  shall  again 
assemble. 

Resolved,  That  the  chair  appoint  a committee  to 
prepare  and  publish  an  address  to  the  people  of 
Maryland,  enforcing  and  explaining  the  views  and 
opinions  maintained  in  the  foregoing  resolutions,  and 
that  said  committee  be  authorised  to  nominate  a 
central  reform  committee  for  the  state. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  convention  be 
presented  to  the  Trades’  Union  for  the  use  of  their 
hall. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  convention  be 
presented  to  the  president  and  secretaiy  for  the  dig- 
nified and  able  manner  in  which  they  have  discharg- 
ed their  respective  duties. 

Signed,  C.  S.  SEWALL,  president. 

George  Cooke,  secretary. 


OPINION  OF  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  ESQ. 

“WITH  REFERENCE  TO  THE  U.  STATES  BANK 
AND  THE  QUESTION  OF  VESTED  RIGHTS.” 

Philadelphia  Nov.  15,  1836. 
Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  esq. 

Dear  Sir:  As  you  have  been  elected  a delegate 
to  the  convention  to  “propose  amendments  to  the 
constitution  of  Pennsylvania,”  the  undersigned, 
members  elect  of  the  legislature,  are  desirous  that 
you  should  make  known  publicly  your  views  on  the 
general  powers  of  the  convention,  and  particularly 
with  reference  to  the  United  States  bank,  and  the 
question  of  “vested  rights.” 

We  are  induced  to  make  this  call  on  you  from 
the  belief  that  your  experience  in  public  life,  will 
add  weight  to  your  opinions. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.M.  PELTZ, 

SAMUEL  STEVENSON 
PETER  RAMBO, 

D.  ETTER, 

WM.  ENGLISH, 

THOMAS  LEWELLEN 
WM.  RHEINER,  Jr. 

Forest  Hill,  Philadelphia  Co.  Nov.  24th,  1836. 
Messrs.  A.  M.  Peltz,  Samuel  Stevenson,’  Peter 
Rambo,  D.  Etter,  Wm.  English,  Thomas  Lewel- 
len,  Wm.  Rheiner,  Jr.,  member  elect  of  the  legis- 
lature of  Pennsylvania — 

Gentlemen:  In  compliance  with  your  letter  of 
the  15th  inst.  by  which  you  condescend  to  ask  my 
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views  for  publication,  I beg  leave  to  separate  the 
two  topics  you  mention,  and  beginning  with  the  U. 
States  bank,  I wish  to  be  undarstood  as  considering 
it  as  representing  state  banks  altogether.  Contrary 
to,  perhaps,  prevailing  sentiment,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  bank  charters,  and  above  all,  the  charter 
of  that  bank,  may  be  repealed  by  act  of  assembly, 
without  a convention;  and  such  act  will  not  be  con- 
trary to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  1 
propose  to  consider,  separately,  first,  the  state  au- 
thority, and  secondly,  the  federal  authority  connect- 
ed with  banks. 

Rather  than  present  any  view  of  my  own,  it  will 
be  more  acceptable  and  effectual  to  submit  those 
of  the  earliest  republicans  of  Pennsylvania,  who 
fifty  years  ago  established  a precedent  precisely  in 
point,  resting  on  principles  of  right,  and  illustrated 
by  arguments,  a departure  from  which  since,  has 
been  the  source  of  great  evil  to  the  commonwealth. 
The  bank  of  North  America  became  a law  of  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  by  an  act  dated  the  1st  of 
April,  1782,  which  was  repealed  by  a subsequent 
act  of  the  13th  September,  1785.  In  the  following 
year,  petitions  being  presented  for  the  renewal  of 
the  charter,  were  referred  to  a committee  consisting 
of  Messrs.  Clymer,  Robinson,  Lilly,  Rittenhouse 
and  Edgar,  Animated,  elaborate,  and  acrimonious 
debates  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Clymer,  Morris, 
Fitzimmons  and  Robinson  were  the  principal  speak- 
ers for  the  bank,  and  Messrs.  Findley,  Smilie,  Ed- 
gar and  Whitehill  against  it.  Of  these  discussions, 
a digest  will  show  that  the  arguments  then  used 
were  the  same  which  prevail  at  present;  and  that 
parties  were  divided  then,  much  on  the  same  prin- 
ciples of  politics  and  economy  which  separate  them 
now.  The  gentlemen  sustaining  the  bank — most 
of  them  were  its  projectors,  stockholders  and  di- 
rectors, and  recommended  it  as  a fiscal  measure, 
beneficial  to  commerce  and  credit,  contending  that 
in  granting  bank  charters  the  legislature  acts  in  a 
ministerial  capacity;  that  granting  charters  is  an 
act  of  agency,  distinct  from  the  power  of  making- 
laws;  and  that  charters  so  granted  cannot  be  abro- 
gated; that  laws  are  general  rules,  which  extend  to 
the  whole  community;  whereas,  charters  bestow 
particular  privileges  upon  a certain  number  of  peo- 
ple; that  as  in  taking  away  charters,  the  legislature 
acts  judicially,  it  has  no  power  to  take  them  away; 
because  it  cannot  act  judicially;  that  charters  are 
a species  of  property  to  be  forfeited  only  by  mis- 
conduct when  proved  by  judicial  proceeding,  with 
the  benefit  of  trial  by  jury.  The  doctrine  of  vest- 
ed rights  was  asserted  by  some  of  the  speakers  in 
favor  of  the  bank,  principally  by  Mr.  Morris,  and 
the  power  of  the  legislature  to  revoke  a bank  char- 
ter which  it  had  granted,  was  denied.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  opponents  of  the  bank  referred  to  the 
minutes  of  the  house,  granting  the  charter,  for  a vote 
against  the  clause,  which  was  proposed  to  empower 
a°future  assembly  to  alter  or  amend  the  charter, 
which  clause  was  rejected  for  the  express  reason 
that  the  charter  must  necessarily  be  always  in  the 
power  of  the  house.  They  asserted  that  charters, 
as  originally  granted  in  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth 
centuries,  to  towns  and  cities,  exempting  them  from 
the  general  vassalage  then  prevalent,  were  sacred 
instruments,  because  they  secured  to  the  persons  on 
whom  they  were  bestowed  their  natural  rights  and 
immunities,  that  charters  are  sacred  or  otherwise, 
not  because  they  are  granted  by  legislative  or  so- 
vereign power,  but  according  to  the  objects  for 
whicii  they  are  granted;  that  if  a charter  is  given 
for  a monopoly,  whereby  the  natural  and  legal  rights 
of  mankind  are  invaded,  it  would  be  dangerous  to 
hold  that  it  cannot  be  annulled;  that  all  charters 
granting  exclusive  privileges,  infringe  on  the  great 
charterof  mankind,  whose  happiness  is  the  supreme 
law;  that  the  legislature  did  not  repeal  the  charter 
of  the  bank  for  misbehavior  of  the  bank,  or  pro- 
ceed on  any  allegation  of  forfeiture,  but  taking  the 
matter  up  on  much  higher  ground,  enquired  whether 
the  bank  was  compatible  with  the  safety  and  wel- 
fare of  the  state,  of  whose  interests  they  were  the 
guardians.  ' Let  us  suppose,  said  Mr.  Smilie,  a le- 
gislature so  lost  to  all  sense  of  their  duty,  and  so 
corrupt  as  to  give  a charter  of  monopoly  to  five 
men,  for  all  our  East  India  trade,  and  that  the  next 
legislature,  beholding  this  imnsttr  in  face  of  the 
constitution,  has  not  the  power  to  give  redress — of 
yvhat  use  would  be  annual  elections?  If  the  house 
«annot  afford  a remedy  in  such  a case,  the  people 
must  have  recourse  to  the  means  God  and  nature 
have  given  them  for  redress.  The  right  of  the  house 
to  repeal  charters  was  debated  in  the  council  of  cen- 
sors, and  a member  of  that  body,  nowin  this  house, 
and  in  fayo?  of  the  bank,  conceded  the  right  of  the 
legislature  to  revoke  them.  The  charter  of  the  bank 
was  not  taken  away  for  what  the  president  and  di. 
rectors  had  done,  ,but  from  a conviction  of  its  dan- 
gerous tendency.  The  former  house,  considering 
that  thy  bpnk  wps  a bar  to  the  improvement  of  the 


country  and  to  agriculture,  thought  themselves  ful- 
ly justified  in  taking  away  the  charter.  The  bank 
has  not  suffered;  the  stockholders  have  gained 
enough.  Why  should  we  injure  our  country  in  fa- 
vor of  an  institution  incompatible  with  ihe  public 
welfare?  The  question  at  present  is,  said  Mr. 
Whitehill,  whether  the  state  shall  give  way  to  the 
bank  or  the  bank  to  the  state;  for  the  bank  is  set  up 
as  a party  in  the  state,  it  has  created  great  disturb- 
ance. The  house  did  not  take  away  any  of  their 
property;  the  charter  was  not  their  property;  it  was 
a piece  of  sealed  writing,  which  the  house  might  i 
burn  when  it  pleased.  Their  property  is  as  safe  as 
it  was.  The  late  house  of  assembly  did  not  take 
away  the  charter  of  the  bank  for  any  crime,  nor 
charge  the  directors  with  having  forfeited  the  char- 
ter. They  took  up  the  consideration  of  the  matter 
upon  general  principles.  If  charters  cannot  be  re- 
pealed because  they  are  contracts,  it  affords  a great 
invitation  to  fraud.  Charters  of  public  corporations, 
when  not  found  agreeable  to  the  welfare  of  the  peo- 
ple may  be  taken  away  by  the  legislature.  Two 
instances  of  this  sort  have  occurred  in  this  state — 
one  was  the  charter  of  the  college  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  other  the  charter  of  the  proprietaries.  All 
governments,  said  Mr.  Findley,  being  instituted  for 
the  good  of  the  society  to  which  they  belong,  the 
supreme  legislative  power  of  every  community  ne- 
cessarily possesses  a power  of  repealing  every  law 
inimical  to  the  public  safety.  But  the  government 
of  Pennsylvaniabeing  a democracy,  the  bank  is  in- 
consistent with  the  bill  of  rights  thereof,  which  says 
that  government  is  not  instituted  lor  the  emolument 
of  any  man,  family,  or  set  of  men.  Therefore  this 
institution  being  a monopoly,  and  having  a natural 
tendency  by  affording  the  means  to  promote  the 
spirit  of  monopolizing,  is  inconsistent,  with  not 
only  the  frame  but  the  spirit  of  our  government. — 
If  the  legislature  may  mortgage,  or  in  other  words 
charter  away  portions  of  either  the  power  or  privi- 
leges of  the  state,  if  they  may  incorporate  bodies 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  gain,  with  the  power  of 
making  by-laws,  and  of  enjoying  an  emolument  of 
privileges,  profit,  influence  or  power,  and  cannot 
disannul  their  own  deed,  and  restore  to  the  citizens 
their  rights  of  equal  protection,  power,  privilege 
and  influence,  the  consequence  is,  that  some  fool- 
ish and  wanton  assembly  may  parcel  out  the  com- 
monwealth into  little  aristocracies,  and  so  overturn 
the  nature  of  our  government  without  remedy. — 
This  institution  is  inconsistent  with  our  laws,  our 
habits,  our  manners.  What  security  can  we  pro- 
pose to  ourselves  against  the  eventual  influence  of 
such  wealth,  conducted  under  direction  of  such  a 
boundless  charter. 

The  last  house  did  no  injustice  to  the  bank  by  re- 
pealing its  charter;  they  took  away  none  of  its  pro- 
perty; the  holders  have  their  money;  therefore  it  is 
not  like  an  agrarian  law,  as  the  gentlemen  alleged. 
They  rnay  still  keep  a private  bank,  and  as  a pri- 
vate bank  is  all  the  constitution  admits  of,  so  it 
would  have  the  same  advantages  in  trade  and  more 
security  to  the  people  than  a chartered  bank. 

Mr.  Morris  having  said  that  the  assembly  has  the 
sole  right  of  granting  charters,  but  no  right  to  take 
them  away,  that  in  Great  Britain  the  sovereign 
grants  charters,  but  he  cannot  take  them  away,  the 
laws  of  the  land  having  pointed  out  another  mode 
of  annulling  them;  and  that  it  might  as  well  be  said 
of  the  assembly  of  this  state  having  exercised  their 
sovereign  authority  for  the  establishment  of  a land 
office,  from  whence  grants  of  lands  are  made  to  in- 
dividuals, that  it  has  the  right  to  exercise  the  same 
sovereign  authority  by  destroying  that  office,  and 
resuming  the  lands  again,  which  would  be  exercis- 
ing the  power  to  give  and  the  power  to  take  away, 
but  that  the  assembly  has  no  right  to  such  power. 

Mr.  Finley  answered  that  against  the  right  of  the 
legislature  to  dissolve  such  charters  it  has  been  of- 
ten said  that  body  might  as  well  disannul  the  pa- 
tents of  our  lands,  and  for  the  same  purpose  agra- 
rian laws  have  been  improperly  mentioned— but 
what  do  these  arguments  mean?  Is  dissolving  the 
charter  of  the  bank  the  same  thing  as  entering  into 
it  to  take  away  the  gold  and  silver  from  the  owners? 
The  dissolution  of  the  charter  is  merely  for  the  pub- 
lic use.  The  right  of  the  legislature  is  so  clearly 
confessed  by  gentlemen  of  legal  knowledge,  it  is  so 
essential  to  the  safety  of  government,  that  it  would 
be  an  insult  to  the  good  sense  of  the  house  to  say 
any  thing  more  about  it. 

And  Mr.  Smilie  added  that  the  question  of  the 
right  of  the  house  to  take  awajr  a charter  had  been 
pretty  well  discussed,  and  seemed  to  be  well  under- 
stood; that  two  of  the  members  on  the  other  side 
had  conceded  the  point,  and  that  though  the  others 
had  not,  yet  their  arguments  amount  to  that  when 
our  situation  is  considered.  As  charters  are  grant- 
ed by  the  assembly,  they  can  be  revoked  in  no  other 
way  than  by  the  assembly.  They  can  not  be  taken 


away  by  the  courts  of  justice  as  they  are  given  by 
the  legislature. 

We  are  one  great  family  and  the  laws  are  our  in- 
heritance; they  are  general  rules  and  common  in 
their  nature;  no  man  has  a greater  claim  of  special 
privilege  for  his  hundred  thousand  pounds  than  I 
nave  for  my  five  pounds;  the  laws  are  a common 
property;  the  legislature  are  entrusted  with  the  dis- 
tribution of  them;  this  house  will  not,  this  house 
has  no  right,  no  constitutional  power  to  give  mono- 
polies of  legal  privilege,  to  bestow  unequal  portions 
of  our  inheritance  on  favorites. 

Finally  after  a protracted  discussion,  which  is 
well  reported  by  Mr.  Carey,  and  dedicated  to  Dr. 
Franklin,  then  president  of  the  commonwealth, 
(well  worth  republication  at  large  at  this  time),  the 
vote  on  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Clymer’s  resolution  for 
a special  committee  to  report  a bill  to  repeal  an  act 
to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  bank  of  North 
America,  was  negatived  by  a vote  of  2S  yeas  to  41 
j nays. 

Thus  among  the  earliest  acts  of  legislation  bv  the 
commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  was  the  repeal  of 
j a bank  charter,  without  any  allegation  of  forfeiture, 
j but  upon  the  ground  of  its  public  detriment.  Vest- 
ed rights  were  pleaded,  though  not  very  strenuous- 
ly, by  some  few  of  the  advocates  of  the  bank.  But 
it  was  generally  acknowledged,  and  completely  de- 
monstrated, that  the  legislature  is  empowered  to  re- 
sume a bank  charter  without  judicial  proceeding  or 
interposition,  or  any  charge  of  misconduct  in  the 
bank,  whenever  the  public  good  requires  it. 

At  the  subsequent  session  banking  influence  so 
far  prevailed  as  to  procure  a recharter  for  the  bank 
for  fourteen  years  instead  of  a perpetuity,  and  with 
a moderate  instead  of  a large  capital. 

But  this  does  not  affect  the  force  of  the  precedent 
of  repeal;  and  it  is  impossible  to  read  the  debates, 
from  which  the  few  preceding  extracts  have  been 
taken,  without  being  struck  by  the  wisdom  and  fore- 
sight of  the  foretathers  of  republicanism. 

All  their  arguments  apply  at  the  present  moment; 
and  establish  both  Ihe  power  and  the  policy  of  legis- 
lative resumptions  of  bank  charters  whenever  the 
public  good  requires  it.  No  property  is  disturbed 
by  it,  no  vested  interest  divested — a privilege  con- 
ferred on  a few  individuals  in  derogation  of  com- 
mon right  is  revoked  as  it  may  and  should  be  when- 
ever its  public  inconvenience  is  acknowledged. — 
The  bank  and  its  stockholders  are  left  in  the  full  en- 
joyment of  all  the  property  they  ever  had,  not  a cent 
of  which  is  taken  from  them,  but  a monopoly  or 
privilege,  perhaps  improvidently  granted,  and  cer- 
tainlv  contrary  to  the  common  rights  of  all  who  do 
not  share  in  it,  is  recalled  by  the  power  which 
granted  it,  because  it  proves  injurious  to  the  com- 
munity. 

It  is  not  however  on  this  precedent  and  these 
views  of  our  own  statesmen,  that  the  argument  rests 
alone.  I shall  select  one  of  the  many  instances  af- 
forded by  British  history  to  the  same  effect,  in  which 
the  most  enlightened  and  respectable  of  modern 
English  statesmen,  about  the  period  of  the  repeal  of 
the  charter  of  the  bank  of  North  America,  pursued 
the  same  course  in  an  analogous  instance,  and  main- 
tained it  by  reason,  authority  and  eloquence  never 
surpassed;  in  which  though  ably  opposed,  and  in- 
deed defeated,  yet  the  principle  was  fully  establish- 
ed,and  the  right  in  question  conceded  even  by  those 
who  successfully  denied  the  policy  of  its  exercise 
on  that  occasion. 

The  coalition  ministry,  as  it  was  called,  brought 
forward  Mr.  Fox’s  well  known  bill  for  revoking  the 
charter  of  the  East  India  company,  and  I shall  here 
insert  a short  view  of  the  discussion  in  the  house  of 
commons  on  that  subject. 

A petition  was  presented  from  the  lord  mayor, 
aldermen  and  commons  of  the  city  of  London,  in 
common  council  assembled,  setting  forth — 

That  the  petitioners  observe  by  the  votes  that  a 
bill  is  depending  before  the  house,  for  vesting  the 
affairs  of  the  East  India  company  in  certain  com- 
missioners, for  the  benefit  of  the  proprietors  and  the- 
public;  and  that  the  said  bill!  which  directs  a sei- 
zure and  confiscation  of  powers,  privileges  and  pro- 
perty granted  by  charter,  secured  and  confirmed  liy 
various  acts  of  parliament,  hath  exceedingly  alarm- 
ed the  petitioners,  and  raised  their  fears  and  appre- 
hensions at  so  unconstitutional  a measure:  and  there- 
fore praying  that  the  said  bill  may  not  pass  into  a 
law. 

Mr.  Secretary  Fox  said— It  is  objected  that  the 
charter  of  the  company  should  not  be  violated;  and 
upon  this  point,  sir,  I shall  deliver  my  opinion  with- 
out disguise.  A charter  is  a trnst  to  one  or  more 
persons  for  some  given  benefit.  If  this  trust  be 
abused,  if  the  benefit  be  not  obtained,  ami  its  failure 
arises  from  palpable  guilt,  or  (what  in  this  case  is  full 
as  bad)  from  palpable  ignorance  or  mismanagement, 
will  any  man  gravely  say,  that  trust  should  not  be- 
resumed,  and  delivered  to  other  hands,  more  espe- 
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ciallv  in  the  case  of  the  East  India  company,  whose 
manner  of  executing  this  trust,  whose  laxity  and 
languor  produced,  and  tend  to  produce  consequences 
diametrically  opposite  to  the  ends  of  confiding  that 
trust,  and  of  the  institution  for  which  it  was  grant- 
ed? I beg  of  gentlemen  to  be  aware  of  the  lengths 
to  which  their  arguments  upon  the  tangibility  of 
this  charter  may  be  carried.  Every  syllable  virtu- 
ally impeaches  the  establishment  by  which  we  sit 
in  this  house,  in  the  enjoyment  of  this  freedom,  and 
of  every  other  blessing  of  our  government.  These 
kind  of  arguments  are  batteries  against  the  main 
pillar  of  the  British  constitution. 

Had  I lived  in  the  reign  of  James  the  second, 

I should  most  certainly  have  contributed  my  efforts, 
and  borne  part  in  those  illustrious  struggles  which 
vindicated  an  empire  from  hereditary  servitude,  and 
recorded  this  valuable  doctrine,  that  “trust 

ABUSED  IS  REVOCABLE.” 

He  allows  (Mr.  Dundas)  the  frangibility  of  char- 
ters, when  absolute  occasion  requires  it,  and  admits 
that  the  charter  of  the  company  should  not  prevent 
the  adoption  of  a proper  plan  for  the  future  govern- 
ment of  India,  if  a proper  plan  can  be  achieved 
upon  no  other  terms. 

To  this  reasoning  of  Fox,  Burke  added  one  of  the 
most  masterly  of  his  memorable  speeches,  from 
w'hich  the  following  extract  is  taken,  as  the  whole 
was  revised  and  published  by  himself. 

To  show  this,  I will  consider  the  objections, 
which  I think  are — 

First:  That  the  bill  is  an  attack  upon  the  char- 
tered rights  of  man. 

As  to  that,  I must  observe,  that  the  "phrase  of 
the  chartered  rights  of  men,”  is  full  of  affectation, 
and  very  unusual  in  the  discussion  of  privileges 
conferred  by  charter  of  the  present  description. — 
But  it  is  not  difficult  to  discover  what  end  that  am- 
biguous mode  of  expression,  so  often  reiterated,  is 
meant  to  answer. 

The  rights  of  men,  that  is  to  say,  the  natural 
rights  of  mankind,  are  indeed  sacred  things;  and 
if  any  public  measure  is  proved  mischievously  to 
affect  them,  the  objection  ought  to  be  fatal  to  that 
measure,  even  if  no  charter  at  all  could  be  set  up 
against  it.  If  these  natural  rights  are  further  af- 
firmed and  declared  by  express  covenants,  if  they 
are  already  defined  and  secured  against  chicane, 
against  power  and  authority,  by  written  instru- 
ments and  positive  engagements,  they  are  in  a still 
better  condition;  they  partake  not  only  of  the  sanc- 
tity of  the  object  so  secured,  but  of  that  solemn 
public  faith  itself,  which  secures  an  object  of  so 
much  importance.  Indeed  this  formal  recognition 
by  the  sovereign  power,  of  an  original  rigid  in  (he 
subject,  can  never  be  subverted,  but  by  rooting  up 
the  holding  radical  principles  of  government,  and 
even  of  society  itself.  The  charters,  which  we 
■call  by  distinction  great,  are  public  instruments  of 
this  nature.  I mean  the  charters  of  king  John  and 
king  Henry  the  third.  The  things  secured  by 
these  instruments  may,  without  any  deceitful  am- 
biguity, be  very  fitly  called  the  chartered  rights  of 
men. 

These  charters  have  made  the  very  name  of  a 
charter  dear  to  the  heart  of  every  Englishman. — 
But,  sir,  there  may  be,  and  there  are  charters,  not 
only  different  in  nature,  but  formed  on  principles 
the  very  reverse  of  those  of  the  great  charter.  Of 
this  kind  is  the  charter  of  the  East  India  company. 
Magna  charta  is  a charter  to  restrain  power,  and  to 
destroy  monopoly.  The  East  India  charter  is  a 
charter  to  establish  monopoly,  and  to  create  power. 
Political  power  and  commercial  monopoly  are  not 
the  rights  of  men;  and  the  rights  to  them  derived 
from  charters,  it  is  fallacious  and  sophistical  to  call 
“ the  chartered  rights  of  men.'” 

These  chattered  rights,  (to  speak  of  such  char- 
ters and  of  their  effects  in  terms  of  the  greatest  pos- 
sible moderation),  do  at  least  suspend  the  natural 
rights  of  mankind  at  large;  and  in  their  very  frame 
and  constitution  zee  liable  to  fall  into  a direct  vio- 
lation to  them. 

It  is  a charter  of  this  latter  description,  (that  is 
to  say  a charter  of  power  and  monopoly),  which  is 
affected  by  the  bill  before  you. 

The  bill,  sir,  does,  without  question,  affect  it;  it 
does  affect  it  effectually  and  substantially.  But 
having  stated  to  you  of  what  description  the  char- 
tered rights  are  which  this  bill  touches,  I feel  no 
difficulty  at  all  in  acknowledging  the  existence  of 
those  chartered  rights  in  their  fullest  extent.  They 
belong  to  the  company  in  the  surest  manner;  and 
they  are  secured  to  that  body  by  every  sort  of  pub- 
lic sanction.  They  are  stamped  by  the  faith  of  the 
king,  they  are  stamped  bv  the  faith  of  the  par- 
liament; they  have  been  bought  for  money,  for 
money  honestly  and  fairly  paid;  they  have  been 
bought  for  valuable  consideration,  over  and  over 
again. 


I therefore  freely  admit  to  the  East  India  compa- 
ny their  claim  to  exclude  their  fellow  subjects  from 
the  commerce  of  half  the  globe. 

I admit  their  claim  to  administer  an  annual  ter- 
ritorial revenue  of  seven  millions  sterling;  to  com- 
mand an  army  of  sixty  thousand  men;  and  to  dis- 
pose (under  the  control  of  a sovereign  imperial 
discretion,  and  with  the  due  observance  of  the  na- 
tural and  local  law)  of  the  lives  and  fortunes  of 
thirty  millions  of  their  fellow  creatures.  All  this 
they  possess  by  charter  and  by  acts  of  parliament, 
(in  my  opinion)  without  a shadow  of  controversy. 

Those  who  carry  the  rights  and  claims  of  the 
company  the  furthest  do  not  contend  for  more  than 
this,  and  all  this  I freely  grant.  But  granting  all 
this,  they  must  grant  to  me  in  my  turn,  that  all  po- 
litical power  which  is  set  over  men,  and  that  all 
privileges  claimed  or  exercised  in  exclusion  of 
them,  being  wholly  artificial,  and  for  so  much,  a 
derogation  lrom  the  natural  equality  of  mankind  at 
large,  ought  to  be  some  way  or  other  exercised  ul- 
timately lor  their  benefit. 

If  this  is  true  with  regard  to  every  species  of  po- 
litical dominion,  and  every  description  of  commer- 
cial privilege,  none  of  which  can  be  original  self 
derived  rights,  or  grants  for  the  mere  private  bene- 
fit of  the  holders,  then  such  rights  or  privileges,  or 
whatever  else  you  choose  to  call  them,  are  all  in 
tlx;  strictest  sense  a trust ; and  it  is  of  the  very  es- 
sence of  every  trust  to  be  rendered  accountable,  and 
even  totally  to  cease,  when  it  substantially  varies 
from  the  purposes  for  which  alone  it  could  have  a 
lawful  existence. 

This,  I conceive,  sir,  to  be  true  of  trusts  of 
power  vested  in  the  highest  hands,  and  of  such  as 
seem  to  hold  of  no  human  creature.  But  about 
the  application  of  this  principle  to  subordinate  de- 
rivative trusts,  I do  not  see  how  a controversy  can 
be  maintained.  To  whom  then  would  I make  the 
East  India  company  accountable?  Why,  to  par- 
liament to  be  sure;  to  parliament,  from  whom 
their  trust  was  derived;  to  parliament,  which  alone 
is  capable  of  comprehending  the  magnitude  of  its 
object,  and  its  abuse;  and  alone  capable  of  an  ef- 
fectual legislative  remedy.  The  very  charter, 
which,  is  held  out  to  exclude  parliament  from  cor- 
recting malversation  with  regard  to  the  high  trust 
vested  in  the  company,  is  the  very  thing  which  at 
once  gives  a title  and  imposes  a duty  on  us  to  in- 
terfere with  effect,  wherever  power  and  authority 
originating  from  ourselves  are  perverted  from  their 
purposes,  and  become  instruments  of  w'rong  and 
violence. 

If  parliament,  sir,  bad  nothing  to  do  with  this 
charter,  we  might  have  some  sort  of  epicurian  ex- 
cuse to  stand  aloof,  indifferent  spectators  of  what 
passes  in  India  and  in  London.  But  if  we  are  the 
very  cause  of  the  evil,  we  are  in  a special  manner 
engaged  to  the  redress;  and  for  us  passively  to  bear 
with  oppressions  committed  under  the  sanction  of 
our  ow'ii  authority,  is  in  truth  and  reason  for  this 
house  to  be  an  active  accomplice  in  the  abuse. 

That  the  power  notoriously,  grossly  abused,  has 
been  bought  from  us  is  very  certain.  But  this 
circumstance,  which  is  urged  against  the  bill,  be- 
comes an  individual  motive  for  our  interference 
lest  we  should  be  thought  to  have  sold  the  blood 
of  millions  of  men,  for  the  base  consideration  of 
money. 

We  sold,  I admit,  all  that  we  had  to  sell,  that  is, 
our  authority,  not  our  control.  We  had  not  a right 
to  make  a market  of  our  duties. 

I ground  myself  therefore  on  this  principle — that 
if  the  abuse  is  proved,  the  contract  is  broken;  and 
we  re-enter  into  all  our  rights;  that  is,  into  the  ex- 
ercise of  all  our  duties. 

Our  own  authority  is  indeed  as  much  a trust  ori- 
ginally, as  the  company’s  authority  is  a trust  deri- 
vatively, and  it  is  the  use  we  make  of  the  resumed 
power  that  must  justify  or  condemn  us  in  the  re- 
sumption of  it.  When  we  have  perfected  the  plan 
laid  before  us  by  the  right  honorable  mover,  the 
world  will  then  see  what  it  is  we  destroy,  and 
what  it  is  we  create.  By  that  test  we  stand  or  fall; 
and  by  that  test  I trust  that  it  will  be  found  in  the 
issue,  that  we  are  going  to  supersede  a charter 
abused  to  the  full  extent  of  all  the  powers  which  it 
could  abuse,  and  exercised  in  the  plenitude  of  des- 
potism, tyranny  and  corruption;  and  that  in  one 
and  the  same  pian,  we  provide  a real  and  chartered 
security  for  the  rights  ok  men  cruelly  violated 
under  that  charter. 

It  would  he  impossible  to  adduce  reason  more 
convincing,  clothed  in  language  more  beautiful  than 
this  noble  vindication  of  the  vested  rights  of  man, 
as  superior  to  chartered  privileges. 

In  the  course  of  the  present  debate,  Scott,  (the 
present  lord  Eldon),  Dallas,  Erskine,  Plomer,  Ken- 
yon, Macdonald  and  Mansfield,  six  chief  justices, 
as  they  afterwards  became,  and  the  seventh  also  a 


high  judicial  functionary,  took  part,  uniting  their 
more  professional  doctrines  with  the  great  states- 
man-like  views  of  Burke  and  Fox.  Not  one  of 
these  great  lawyers  denied  the  right  or  powers  of 
parliament  to  revoke  charters  whenever  the  case  of 
adequate  state  necessity  arises.  The  principle  was 
granted  by  all,  and  the  whole  question  resolved  into 
one  of  policy. 

I ain  not  unmindful  of  the  alleged  omnipotence 
of  parliament:  but  in  this  respect  it  has  no  power 
that  does  not  belong  to  the  legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. Nor  do  I overlook  the  fact  that  some  of  the 
speakers  in  parliament,  like  some  in  the  assembly 
of  Pennsylvania,  asserted  the  vested  and  indefeasi- 
ble right  in  a corporate  privilege.  But  such  as- 
sertion was  refuted  by  the  opposite  arguments  on 
both  these  occasions.  Ever  since  the  first  attempt 
to  repeal  laws  of  mortmain,  vested  rights  have 
been  pleaded  against  the  constantly  asserted  right 
to  improve  the  public  condition.  Titles  of  nobility 
were  vested  rights.  Entails  and  primogeniture 
were  vested  rights;  with  more  reason  than  state 
bank  charters  are  vested  rights.  The  least  spark 
of  liberalism  has  never  failed  to  shew  its  light  against 
all  such  pretensions.  In  England  the  enlightened 
patriots,  Milton,  Locke  and  others  of  old  times 
down  to  those  of  the  present  day,  who  are  uproot- 
ing charters  innumerable,  have  uniformly  asserted, 
with  Burke,  the  higher  right  and  supreme  law  of 
liberty  and  equality,  above  the  claims  of  even  pro- 
perty, much  less  privilege.  Indeed  it  is  the  right 
of  property  to  be  freed  from  privilege,  of  equality 
to  be  joined  with  liberty.  It  is  the  right  of  indivi- 
dual industry  and  of  free  labor  to  be  protected 
against  privileged  orders  and  artificial  immunities, 
detrimental  and  derogatory  to  all  but  those  who 
enjoy  them.  We  republicans  should  be  degenerate 
offspring  of  the  English  whigs  if  we  refrain  from 
dealing  radically  with  such  vested  rights.  Nor  is 
there  any  difficulty  till  we  pass  from  the  question 
of  legislative  power  to  that  of  its  supposed  qualifi- 
cation by  our  federal  government,  which  is  the 
supreme  law. 

Secondly.  The  only  question  arises  on  the  clause 
of  the  federal  constitution  prohibiting  state  laws, 
impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts:  a just  and 
salutary  provision  to  protect  contracts  between  in- 
dividuals from  unjust  state  legislation.  After  it 
had  remained  more  than  twenty  years  a dead  letter, 
the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  in  1810, 
applied  this  prohibition  to  a law  of  Georgia  grant- 
ing land  to  individuals,  which  was  construed  to  be 
a contract,  that  must  not  be  impaired,  by  another 
law  of  the  same  state,  revoking  the  grant;  and  in 
1819,  the  court  determined  that  a royal  charter  lor 
a college  granted  before  the  revolution,  is  a con- 
tract, which  the  state  of  New  Hampshire,  after  the 
recognition  of  American  independence,  would  im- 
pair by  a law  changing  the  college  into  a university, 
Encouraged  by  these  and  other  like  constructions, 
frequent  attempts  were  made,  to  bring  various  laws 
within  the  constitutional  interdict,  as  impairing 
the  obligation  of  contracts,  and  to  prohibit  all  judi- 
cial powers  to  the  state  legislatures.  But  the 
supreme  court,  overruling  most  of  these  attempls. 
determined  that  retrospective  laws,  which  do  not 
impair  the  obligation  of  contracts,  or  partake  of  the 
character  of  ex  post  facto  laws,  are  not  contrary  to 
the  constitution;  that  there  is  nothing  in  it  which 
forbids  the  legislature  of  a state  to  exercise  judicial 
functions;  or  to  divest  vested  rights,  provided  the 
law  divesting  them  does  not  impair  the  obligation 
of  contracts:  and  the  judges  have  taken  care  to 
make  it  known  that  none  of  their  determinations 
have  intimated  that  a state  statute  which  divests  a 
vested  right,  is  repugnant  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

If,  as  seems  to  be  the  prevailing  opinion,  they 
have  construed  the  kindred  clause  against  ex  post 
facto  laws  as  confined  to  criminal  laws,  adopting 
Blackstone’s  erroneous  and  always  controling  as- 
sertion, that  court  have  impaired,  if  not  destroyed, 
an  excellent  conservative  guard  provided  by  the 
constitution,  and,  in  fact,  a principle  of  natural 
justice,  against  unjust  legislation;  and  while  con- 
struing the  clause  against  laws  impairing  the  obli- 
gation of  contracts  in  the  year  1827  the  judges 
were  so  irreconcilably  divided  in  opinion  on  its 
meaning  that  the  state  judicatories  and  the  commu- 
nity are  unable  since  to  know  what  it  means. — 
Thus  the  ex  post  facto  clause  has  been  construc- 
tively rendered  almost  useless;  and  the  clause  against 
impairing  contracts  applied  to  laws  bv  embarrass- 
ing construction  has  left  the  whole  subject  in  doubt 
and  difficulty.  By  recent  appointments  there  is 
now  a majority  of  that  bench,  not  involved  in  these 
perplexing  contradictions,  and  when  these  clauses 
of  the  constitution  come  once  more  to  be  consider- 
ed by  the  supreme  court,  the  public  may  expect  a 
fipal,  harmonious  and  satisfactory  interpretation  of 
them. 
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The  question,  whether  a state  bank  charter  is  a I There  is  an  expression  of  chief  justice  Marshall  | section  much  more  meaning,  than  its  framers  con- 
contract  so  obligatory  on  the  state  that  it  cannot  in  the  case  of  the  Providence  bank,  taking  for  tempdated,  if  they  restrict  the  prohibition  of  ex  ptst 
repeal  or  reform  it,  never  has  been  passed  upon  by  granted,  for  argument’s  sake,  that  a bank  charter  is  facto  laws  to  those  concerning  crimes  only,  and  if 


the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States;  and  I re- 
spectfully submit  that  bank  charters  are  not  con- 
tracts within  the  constitutional  prohibition.  A 
bank  charter  is  a grant  of  privilege,  and  not  pro- 
perty, the  ordinary  subject  of  contract;  privilege 
in  derogation  of  common  right,  which  the  state 
should  be  at  liberty  to  rbsume  whenever  public  in- 
terest requires  it;  which  when  resumed  affects  no 
private  right  of  property,  and  impairs  no  contract 
concerning  it.  This  distinction  is  pointedly  ac- 
knowledged by  an  authentic  publication  from  the 
United  States  bank  in  the  National  Gazette  of  23d 
September  last,  which,  after  enumerating  the  items 
of  the  bonus  paid  to  the  state  for  the  charter,  pro- 
ceeds to  say:  “For  all  these  benefits  the  state  in 

return  gave  absolutely  nothing.  They  merely  fur- 
nished what  is  called  a charter,  that  is,  they  said 
that  these  stockholders  should  be  called  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  be  able  to  sue  for  their  debts 
— a convenience  this  in  managing  their  capital,  but 
adding  not  a dollar  of  advantage  to  that  capital,  any 
more  than  the  mere  piece  of  tape  which  is  used  to 
tie  up  a bundle  of  notes  gives  value  to  the  notes.” 
The  true  distinction  is  forcibly  shewn  in  this  view 
of  the  subject  by  the  bank  itself.  The  incorporeal 
means  by  which  a bank  is  impersonated  are  totally 
distinct  from  the  pecuniary  means  which  form  its 
capital;  the  former  being  granted  by  the  state,  the 
latter  subscribed  by  the  stockholders..  The  state 
gives  authority  to  transact  business  like  an  indivi- 
dual exempted  from  individual  liabilities;  and  the 
stock  is  managed  with  the  advantages  of  that  ex- 
emption. But  by  granting  the  charter  the  state 
gives  no  property.  It  leaves  the  capital  or  proper- 
ty whatever  the  stockholders  make  it;  and  by  re- 
pealing the  charter  the  state  resumes  merely  the  in- 
corporeal privilege,  leaving  the  property  as  it  was. 

Almost  any  dealing  between  a state  and  an  indi- 
vidual may  be  construed  to  be  a contract  in  some 
senses  of  the  term.  But  it  is  clear  that  every  con- 
tract does  not  fall  within  the  constitutional  inter- 
dict. Salaries  and  marriages  are  created  by  con- 
tract, yet  the  salary  granted  with  an  office  created 
by  law  may  be  recalled  by  a subsequent  law  from 
reasons  of  state,  without  impairing  the  obligation 
of  the  original  contract  between  the  officer  and  the 
state.  The  contract  of  marriage  may  be  dissolved 
by  law  without  exposing  it  to  be  annulled  as  un- 
constitutional. It  is  giving  at  least  force  enough  to 
the  constitutional  interdict,  when  it  is  construed  to 
prevent  laws  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts 
not  only  between  individuals,  but  also  some  laws 
deemed  contracts,  between  states  and  individuals, 
such  as  direct  grants  of  lands.  But  to  inflict  this 
prohibition  on  every  law  a state  may  make,  would 
be  equally  insufferable  bv  the  business  and  by  the 
sovereignty  of  a state.  Nor  is  it  pretended  that  it 
can  be.  The  clause  must  have  some  limit  beyond 
its  mere  terms,  or  it  would  unhinge  society.  As 
all  laws  then  are  not  contracts,  what  laws  are  con- 
tracts? I answer  that  personal  rights,  the  rights  of 
individual  property,  and  laws  concerning  them,  are 
those  alone  contemplated  by  the  constitution. 
They  alone  are  the  ordinary  subjects  of  contracts. 
There  is  no  obligation  on  a state  not  to  resume  a 
privilege  granted  in  derogation  of  common  right 
The  constitution  was  not  made  for  privileges,  and 
in  the  sense  of  the  constitution  there  is  no  contract 
or  obligation  when  the  object  is  privilege.  If  a 
charter  were  granted  to  a corporation  sole,  as  it 
might  be,  as  well  as  to  a corporation  aggregate,  for 
example  to  the  president  of  the  United  States  bank 
alone,  instead  of  the  president,  directors  and  com- 
pany conferring  on  him  and  his  successors  in  that 
office  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  conferred 
on  the  body  of  stockholders,  might  not  the  state  af- 
terwards revoke  such  ill-advised  privilege,  without 
violating  the  constitution,  or  impairing  the  obliga 
tion  of  a contract?  It  never  could  have  been  in 
contemplation  of  the  constitution  that  such  a cor- 
poration should  be  protected  as  a binding  contract 
which  state  legislation  cannot  regulate  or  repeal. — 
When  a bonus  is  paid,  it  is  the  price  of  privilege: 
and  therefore  perhaps  restoration  of  the  bonus  must 
accompany  resumption  of  the  charter.  But  it  does 
not  follow  that  even  if  there  is  a species  of  con- 
tract so  far  as  respects  the  bonus,  that  the  state  is 
incapacitated  from  resuming  the  privilege  on  re- 
funding the  bonus.  By  so  doing  the  common- 
wealth would  be  reinstated  in  its  sovereign  rights 
to  recall  a privilege  injurious  to  the  public.  If  it 
should  not  refund  the  bonus,  the  law  of  revocation 
would  only  so  far  impair  the  obligation  of  the  con- 
tract; (if  a law  even  selling  privilege  can  be 
deemed  a contract  obligatory)  fora  law  may  be  un- 
constitutional in  part  without  being  void  altogether. 
Repealing  a charter  affects  only  the  privilege  and 
still  leaves  all  the  capital  to  the  stockholders. 


a contract.  But  that  it  was  so  taken  for  granted,  they  extend  that  against  laws  impairing  the  obliga- 
merely  for  argument’s  sake,  as  was  asserted  at  the  tion  of  contracts  to  bank  charters.  The  first  lets 
bar,  is  clear  from  the  judgment  pronounced,  which  loose  all  the  mischiefs  of  retroactive  legislation, 
is  that  for  a state  to  tax  a bank  is  not  unconstitu-  which  the  federal  constitution  interdicts.  The  last 
tional  as  impairing  the  obligation  of  a contract  by  j withdraws  from  state  sovereignty  power  indispensa- 
the  charter.  This  judgment  goes  far  to  the  conclu- : ble  to  its  well  being.  The  country  would  be  :-ub- 
sion,  that  the  sovereign  rights  of  states  remain  to  i jugated  by  bank  corporations,  instead  of  btdng  go- 
be  exercised  over  banks  without  violating  the  con-  verned  by  states.  By  construing  laws  to  be  con- 
stitutional protection  of  contracts;  for  the' reason  of ; tracts  within  the  latter  prohibition,  the  supreme 


the  thing  cannot  be  that  banks  may  be  destroyed 
indirectly,  through  the  taxing  power,  and  not  re- 
pealed directly  by  the  same  sovereign  power  in 
another  exercise  of  it.  In  fact  a practical  construc- 
tion has  been  put  on  the  power  of  states  to  regulate 
banks,  and  with  universal  acceptance  throughout 
the  United  States,  by  the  laws  suppressing  small 
notes,  which  if  carried  up  to  the  denomination  of 
notes  contemplated,  might  work  a repeal  of  some  of 
their  charters — an  improvement  in  which  Pennsyl- 
vania was  first,  I believe. 


court  brought  themselves  to  irreconcilable  conflict 
of  opinion,  leaving  the  country  at  large,  in  what  an 
ancient  writer  justly  calls  that  wretched  servitude 
w hich  is  caused  by  vagueness  and  uncertainty  of 
law.  That  elevated  tribunal  for  its  own  sake,  es- 
pecially the  surviving  judges  who  were  parties  to  a 
conflict  of  construction  so' deplorable  in  its  effects, 
must  desire  to  review  the  clauses  in  question,  and 
give  them  altogether  an  interpretation  at  once  con- 
servative of  the  private  rights  of  men,  the  sovereign 
and  the  duration  of  the  federal  con- 


The  Georgia  case,  the  New  Jersey  case,  and  the 
Virginia  case,  in  which  state  laws  were  adjudged 
contracts,  and  posterior  laws  deemed  unconstitu- 
tional for  repealing  them,  were  all  cases  in  which 
land  was  granted,  so  that  all  these  cases  turned  di- 
rectly on  grants  of  private  property  resumed.  The 
Dartmouth  college  case,  was  also  a case  involving  a 
grant  and  the  possession  of  large  property,  which 
although  held  in  trust,  was  nevertheless  taken  by 
the  New  Hampshire  law  from  the  original  trustees 
or  their  successors,  and  placed  in  the  disposition  of 
others  created  by  that  law.  The  distinction  be 
tween  all  this  series  of  adjudications  and  the  case 
of  bank  charters  is  therefore  obvious.  There  are 
many  considerate  persons  who  question  the  con- 
structive extension  of  obligatory  contracts  to  mean 
laws  at  all,  believing  that  the  constitution  contem- 
plates individual  not  public  transactions.  There 
are  others  who  think  that  this  construction  was 
strained  beyond  right  or  reason  in  the  case  of  the 
Dartmouth  college.  My  purpose  is  not  to  gainsay 
these  decisions  of  the  supreme  court;  but  to  distin- 
guish bank  charters  from  them. 

Far  from  disparaging  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States  or  the  great  chief  justice  who  was  for 
thirty  years  its  presiding  genius,  constitutional  his- 
tory must  still  record  that  during  the  first  twenty 
years  of  this  union  that  court  never  sentenced  a 
law  to  be  a contract;  that  when  at  last  it  did  so,  the 
law  in  question  was  a direct  grant  of  lands  to  indivi- 
duals; that  the  whole  judgment  is  engrossed  with 
making  the  constitutional  meaning  of  the  mere  word 
contract  the  same  as  Blackstones’  meaning  of  the 
word  grant ; that  even  then  it  was  the  judgment  of  a 
bare  majority  of  a divided  court,  such  a majority  as 
no  longer  ventures  to  determine  constitutional  ques- 
tions;-that  this  judgment  was  pronounced  without  the 
benefit  of  full  argument  at  the  bar,  and  without  fore- 
seeing the  unmanageable  embarrassment  from  giving 
judgment  on  the  word  contract,  without  attending  to 
its  associated  word  obligation.  Mr.  Dallas  perhaps, 
and  Mr.  Forward  certainly  in  their  published  let- 
ters, yield  the  contract  of  a bank  charter  without  a 
question:  but  I trust  those  learned  gentlemen  will 
think  better  of  it.  Americans  are  of  all  others  the 
most  docile  to  judicial  authority,  a.nd  I should  be 
sorry  to  disturb  this  reverence.  The  constitution- 
al historian  of  England  has  said  that  the  bigotry  of 
lawyers  leads  them  to  defend  every  pretension  to 
which  their  received  standard  of  authority  gives  a 
sanction.  A most  eminent  and  learned  judge  of  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  whose  acces- 
sion to  it  was  soon  followed  by  a flood  of  cases,  in- 
cluding that  of  the  Dartmouth  college,  bearing  hard 
on  state  sovereignty,  may  perhaps  recollect  the 
warning  of  a friend  that  receding  or  reaction  must 
be  the  only  alternatives  of  such  departure  from  the 
Madisonian  understanding  of  the  constitution. 

All  considerate  friends  of  the  federal  constitution 
must  view  with  alarm  so  formidable  an  increase  of 
its  judicial  powers  by  construction  as  that  which 
requires  courts  to  deprive  states  of  sovereign  au- 
thority over  the  already  six  hundred  banks,  and 
probably  six  thousand  other  corporations,  which  by 
special  privileges  and  perpetuities,  now  engross  the 
circulating  medium  and  much  more  of  the  proper- 
ty, the  business  and  the  welfare  of  the  whole  coun- 
try. Even  if  the  supreme  court  had  by  any  one  or 
more  of  its  judgments  countenanced  this  depriva- 
tion, it  would  not  be  unreasonable  to  expect  a recon- 
sideration of  it.  As  far  as  the  direct  question  of 
bank  charters  is  concerned,  the  supreme  court  has 
never  passed  upon  it:  and  we  are  at  liberty  to  dis- 
cuss it  free  from  the  weight  of  their  authority. — 
That  court  it  is  submitted,  will  give  to  one  clause 
of  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  con- 
stitution, much  less,  and  to  another  clause  of  that 


rights  of  states, 
stitution. 

Nothing  is  more  unsatisfactory  than  the  construc- 
tion of  constitutions  by  the  literal  meaning  of 
words.  It  is  a rule  of  municipal  law  that  written 
instruments  should  speak  for  themselves,  without 
explanation  from  witnesses.  But  it  is  a principle 
of  politics  that  cotemporaneous  commentary  or  his- 
torical recollection  is  of  more  reliance  than  literal 
interpretation.  By  this  better  light,  we  are  inform- 
ed and  well  assured  that  the  constitutional  provi- 
sion concerning  the  obligation  of  contracts  means 
nothing  more  than  to  protect  private  rights  and  per- 
sonal interests;  contracts  of  property,  not  grants  of 
privilege;  private  grants,  not  incorporeal  heredita- 
ments and  perpetuities.  Mr.  Luther  Martin,  in  his 
report  to  the  legislature  of  Maryland  says  so  ex- 
pressly— he  had  no  idea  of  any  other  state  law  than 
such  as  interfere  between  private  debtors  and  pri- 
vate creditors.  Mr.  Madison,  in  his  luminous  vin- 
dication of  the  clause  in  question  in  the  federalist 
as  expressly  confines  it  to  personal  security  and 
private  rights:  not  only  so,  but  he  .as  obviously  ex- 
cludes from  it  all  incorporated  privileges  and  spe- 
cial immunity.  He  calls  the  clause  a constitutional 
bulwark  against  legislative  interference  in  cases  af- 
fecting personal  rights,  against  such  legislation  as  be- 
comes jobs  in  the  hands  of  influential  and  enterpris- 
ing speculators,  snares  to  the  more  industrious  and 
less  informed.  The  object  was,  he  says,  such  a tho- 
rough reform  as  would  banish  speculation  in  public 
measures,  insjiire  general  prudence  ar  t industry,  and 
give  a regular  course  to  the  business  of  society. — 
What  was  this  business  of  society?  Not  banking. 
What  were  prudence  and  industry  to  be  exercised 
in  or  upon?  Not  corporations.  What  was  the  mis- 
chief to  be  remedied  by  this  Salutary  provision  as 
Mr.  Madison  understood  and  recommended  it? — 
The  jobs  of  influential  and  enterprising  speculators. 
His  uniform  opposition  to  the  whole  credit  and  pa- 
per system  is  well  known.  It  was  this  aversion 
which  at  last  subdued  his  repugnance  to  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  as  unconstitutional,  and  pre- 
vailed on  him  to  sanction  it  as  indispensable  to  con- 
trol the  numerous  state  banks,  which  bad  usurped 
and  contaminated  the  constitutional  currency.  The 
framers  of  the  constitution  never  contemplated  the 
case  of  state  banks  at  all.  Such  institutions  were 
not  anticipated.  It  is  well  known  that  chief  justice 
Marshall  considered  them  repugnant  to  the  consti- 
tution. One  of  his  last  judgments,  that  on  the 
Missouri  state  certificates,  assumes  for  its  basis 
(and  it  was  concurred  in  by  a majority  of  the  court) 
what  judge  Thompson  says,  “renders  it  difficult  to 
escape  the  conclusion  that  all  bank  notes  issued  by 
a state,  or  under  state  authority,  or  permission,  are 
bills  of  credit  falling  within  the  constitutional  pro- 
hibition.” In  that  case  judge  McLean  likewise 
says,  “If  a state  legislature  pass  an  ex  post  facto 
law  or  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts,  it 
remains  a harmless  enactment  on  the  statute  books, 
until  it  is  brought  to  bear  injuriously  on-  individual 
rights.”  It  was  far  from  (he  anticipation  of  the 
constitution  that  innumerable  banks  could  be  held 
sacred  from  all  state  interference,  as  obligatory  con- 
tracts to  be  upheld  by  the  judiciary  in  perpetual, 
irresponsible  and  intangible  succession.  Such  a 
result  is  not  only  not  countenanced  by  the  clause 
against  laws  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts, 
but  the  philosophy  of  the  whole  section  of  the 
same  article  contradicts  it.  Mr.  Madison  could 
never  have  denounced  law's,  regulating  the  issues, 
the  by  laws,  and  the  business  generally  of  banks 
as  contrary  to  the  first  principles  of  the  social  compact 
and  to  ever;/  principal  of  social  legislation.  The 
letter  of  the  convention  to  the  states  recommends 
the  constitution  to  their  adoption  as  leaving  to  each 
of  the  states  all  rights  of  independent  sovereignty. — 
What  shall  we  say  of  Mr.  Madison’s  eloquent  and' 
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prophetic  denunciation,  on  the  same  page  of  the 
Federalist,  against  “the  pestilent  effects  of  paper 
money  on  the  industry  and  morals  of  the  people, 
and  on  the  character  of  republican  government, 
constituting  an  enormous  debt  against  the  states, 
or  rather  an  accumulation  of  guilt,  to  be  expiated 
no  otherwise  than  by  a voluntary  sacrifice  on  the 
altar  of  justice  ot  the  power  which  has  been  the  in- 
strument of  it:” — if  the  same  great  prophet  is  to  be 
made  one  of  those  short-sighted  lawgivers  who  by 
the  next  clause  concerning  contracts  has  perpetuat- 
ed the  very  power  of  pestilent  evils  they  were  so 
anxiously  guarding  against,  and  offering  up  a solemn 
sacrifice  to  atone  on  the  altar  of  justice  for  their 
accumulated  guilt  The  construction  which  makes 
contracts  of  bank  charters  breaks  this  altar  of  jus- 
tice, protects  the  guilty  and  perpetuates  the  pesti- 
lent effects  of  paper  money  which  the  constitution 
was  to  have  sacrificed.  The  constitution  never  in- 
tended to  make  a contract  of  every  state  bank  char- 
ter. 

The  last  clause  in  the  same  article  forbids  the 
states  to  grant  titles  of  nobility,  as  another  article 
lays  congress  too  under  the  same  interdict.  Con- 
strue this  clause  literally  as  the  word  contract  is 
construed  in  the  adjoining  clause;  and  the  conse- 
quence is  inevitable  that  both  congress  and  the  se- 
veral states  may  confer  all  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities, the  entails  and  promogeniture;  in  short,  per- 
petuate all  the  evils  of  nobility;  provided  that  in  so 
doing  they  avoid  the  mere  title.  While  no  one  will 
deny  that  the  prohibition  strikes  at  a thing,  at  a 
class  of  persons,  at  a privileged  order,  not  at  their 
denomination  by  a word;  just  as  the  word  contract 
designs  to  protect  those  personal  rights  and  that  pri- 
vate property  which  form  its  common  subjects,  not 
to  comprehend  treaties,  ordinances  and  acts  of  state; 
nor  above  all  to  vouchsafe  special  privileges,  dero- 
gatory to  common  rights,  and  more  inconsistent 
with  free  government  than  nobility  itself.  To  raise 
bank  charters  into  contracts  intangible  by  state  law, 
is  at  the  same  time  to  annihilate' the  state  govern- 
ments; reducing  them  below  corporations;  to  de- 
prive the  federal  government  of  its  indisputable  re- 
gulation of  coin,  and  the  value  thereof;  and  to  au- 
thorise a privileged  order  more  inconsistent  with 
our  institutions  than  a titled  nobility. 

But  now  taking  leave  of  the  mere  clause  against 
laws  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts,  and  look- 
ing to  the  reason  of  tilings,  I proceed  to  shew  by 
other  views  of  the  subject,  that  the  U.  S.  bank  does 
not  hold  its  charter  by  contract  in  the  sense  of  that 
clause.  Granting  all  that  can  be  said  forthe  Yazoo 
case,  and  the  case  of  the  Dartmouth  college,  and  all 
the  others  before  alluded  to;  and  yield ing'to  the  ob- 
ligations  of  contracts  all  that  even  the  broadest  or 
wildest  cons!  ruction  of  thatphrase  has  everdreampt 
of,  there  is  an  acknowledged  and  settled  limit  to 
corporate  immunity,  and  an  acknowledged  pale  of 
legislation,  which  all  jurisprudence  proclaims. — 
That  limitation  and  authority  pervade  the  cases  de- 
termined by  the  supreme  court  of  the  U.  States.— 
It  is,  that  all  public  corporations,  and  such  as  par- 
take of  political  power,  are  necessarily  within  the 
power  of  legislation.  The  bank  of  the  U.  States 
was  adjudged  by  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States  to  be  constitutional  solely  on  the  ground  of 
its  being  such,  that  is  a public  or  political;  as  con- 
tradistinguished from  private  corporations.  Such 
is  the  whole  strain  of  the  argument,  and  the  very 
pedestal  of  the  lofty  decision  against  the  law  of  Ma- 
ryland taxing  the  branch.  And  when,  some  years 
afterward,  the  supreme  court  was  prevailed  upon  to 
review  that  judgment,  on  the  memorable  occasion 
of  the  taxing  law  of  Ohio,  chief  just  ice  Marshall 
solemnly  and  earnestly  in  the  name  of  the  court 
denied  that  the  bank  was  for  the  management  of  a 
private  concern,  or  founded  on  a contract  between 
individuals,  having  private  trade  and  private  profit 
for  its  great  and  principal  object,  as  was  asserted 
by  the  advocates  of  Ohio.  The  bank,  said  he,  is 
not  considered  as  a private  corporation,  but  as  a pub- 
lic corporation,  created  for  public  and  national  pur- 
poses. The  mere  business  of  banking,  he  adds,  is 
in  its  own  nature,  a private  business,' and  may  be 
carried  on  by  individuals  or  companies,  having  no 
political  connexion  with  the  government:  but  the 
bank  is  not  such  an  individual  or  company.  Strong, 
plain  and  decisive  as  this  acknowledgment  and  de- 
cision are,  they  need  no  enforcement.  Even  with- 
out their  high  authority,  however,  as  judgment,  I 
should  venture  respectfully  to  submit  as  reason  that 
banking  institutions  which  make  and  regulate  most 
of  the  circulating  medium,  must  be  public  corpora- 
tions and  political  institutions,  amenable  to  law'  as 
such,  to  be  dealt  with  for  reasons  of  state,  and  sub- 
jected to  general  legislation. 

But  relieved  from  all  occasion  for  further  argu- 
ment to  this  effect,  I use  the  decisions  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  United  States  in  the  two  cases 
of  Maryland  and  Ohio,  as  I did  the  Pennsylvania 


and  English  precedents  of  the  bank  of  North  Ame-  ! 
rica  ana  the  East  India  company,  as  conclusive  far  , 
beyond  any  reasoning  of  mine. 

Beside  the  distinction,  therefore,  between  privi- 
lege and  property,  and  the  mere  meaning  of  the 
terms  obligation  and  contract,  we  are  thus  author- 
ised by  the  highest  judgment  and  plainest  reason  to 
consider  the  former  bank  of  the  United  States  a 
public  agent  of  political  organization,  and  not  a 
mere  private  corporation;  and  the  only  corollary 
remaining  is  whether  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
as  chartered  by  congress,  and  the  United  States 
bank  as  chartered  by  the  legislature  of  Pennsylva- 
nia »re  one  and  the  same;  a proposition  that  an- 
swers itself.  That  bank  of  the  United  States  is  the 
present  United  States  bank,  rechartered  for  state 
purposes,  as  it  was  formerly  for  purposes  of  the 
United  States;  in  more  intimate  political  connexion 
with  the  state  government;  a public  corporation, 
without  which  that  government  would  be  deranged 
in  all  its  functions.  The  act  of  assembly  of  the 
16tl  February,  1836,  erects  the  present  stockholders 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  to  an  amount  not 
exceeding  the  present  capital  of  the  bank,  into  a 
corporation  and  body  politic.  The  title  of  the  act 
is  an  act  to  repeal  certain  tax  laws,  and  to  continue 
ana  extend  the  improvements  of  the  state,  by  rail 
roads  and  canals,  and  to  charter  a state  bank  to  be 
called  the  United  States  bank.  The  first  section 
repeals  those  taxes;  (then  about  to  expire  by  limi- 
tation), other  sections  regulate  the  by  law's  and 
pr  vileges  of  the  bank;  and  others  place  the  inter- 
nal improvements  and  common  schools  of  the  state 
under  its  contributions  for  their  support.  Thus 
the  bank  has  been  made  as  it  were  the  state  itself. 
Its  resources,  territorial  and  intellectual  ameliora- 
tion, welfare,  policy,  power  and  existence  are  as- 
sociated with  the  bank. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  stockholders  on  the  20th 
February,  1836,  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  presi- 
dent tor  accepting  the  new  charter,  were  that  the 
capital  was  all  paid  without  the  necessity  of  ob- 
taining a new  one;  that  bearing  the  same  name, 
continuing  in  the  same  place,  and  with  the  same 
organization,  it  enjoys  its  established  credit,  as 
well  as  its  old  connexions  abroad  and  at  home,  and 
inherits  a circulation  of  twenty-two  millions. 

Thus  the  identity  is  indisputable:  and  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  conceive  how  such  a political  connexion 
betw-een  the  commonwealth  and  a corporation, 
such  a complete  unity,  of  interest,  can  be  deemed 
a common  contract  which  the  state  for  thirty  years 
is  obliged  not  to  affect  by  legislation  without  im- 
pairing the  obligation.  If  so,  the  state  in  granting 
the  bank  charter  has  surrendered  its  own. 

If  the  federal  judiciary  may  bind  the  state  irre- 
vocably and  immutably  to  such  a contract,  Penn- 
sylvania is  no  longer  a state.  All  the  attributes 
of  sovereignty  are  gone.  The  laws  of  the  state  are 
subject  to  the  by  laws  of  the  bank;  and  whether  a 
canal  boat  shall  ply,  or  a child  be  educated,  depends 
not  on  the  resources  or  laws  of  the  state,  but  on  the 
income  and  dividends  of  the  bank.  If  the  bank 
should  become  insolvent,  its  assignees  might  still 
hold  the  state  bound  by  the  contract,  even  though 
the  bank  should  be  no  longer  able  to  continue  the 
improvements  and  education  of  the  state.  If  the 
stockholders,  their  successors  or  assigns,  should  dis- 
pose of  the  bank  charter  to  citizen"  of  other  states, 
(as  it  is  understood  the  United  States  bank  have, 
since  their  late  charter,  purchased  a bank  in  New 
Orleans)  or  to  foreigners,  the  contract  would  even 
then,  if  it  be  such  as  is  alleged,  remain  binding  on 
the  state.  Though  inhabitants  of  Europe,  of  Asia, 
or  of  Africa  should  become  exclusive  proprietors  of 
the  stock,  if  it  be  held  by  intangible  contract  with 
the  state,  the  state  could  not  meddle  with  it;  and  it 
is  not  a forced  or  extravagant  fancy  to  imagine  the 
United  States  at  war  with  a nation  owning  the 
United  States  bank  of  Pennsylvania,  and  compel- 
ling the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  to 
annul  a law  of  Pennsylvania  resuming  the  charter. 
This  distressing  condition  of  the  state  is  indeed 
more  stringent  than  was  imagined,  till  the  publica- 
tion before  mentioned  by  the  bank  in  the  National 
Gazette  of  the  22d  September  last,  which  announces 
the  fact,  (otherwise  incredible)  that  “official  appli- 
cation was  made  by  the  legislature  to  the  bank  to 
know  whether  the  stockholders  w'ould  accept  a 
charter  from  Pennsylvania;  that  the  answer  was, 
that  it  would  be  accepted  on  certain  terms;  and 
that  the  legislature  and  the  governor  accordingly  pass- 
ed a bill  for  rechartering  the  bank  on  payment  of 
certain  sums.”  The  compact,  therefore,  which 
created  this  union  of  bank  and  state  was,  it  seems, 
solicited  by  the  state  as  its  resource  for  taxes  to  be 
repealed,  roads  and  canals  to  be  made,  and  schools 
to  be  founded.  Without  expressing  any  opinion  on 
the  policy  of  such  arrangements,  it  is  plain  that  the 
state  has  power  to  change  them  as  its  exigencies 
may  require,  or  it  has  no  power  at  all.  If  the  old 


bank  of  the  United  States  was  a public  agent,  the 
new  bank  is  more — it  is  a public  succedaneum.  It 
is  not  merely  currency  that  is  supplied  and  regulat- 
ed, but  state  income  and  support.  It  is,  1 repeat, 
the  state  itself.  An  English  statesman  called  the 
finances  of  England,  the  state  of  England,  as  an  ab- 
solute monarch  of  France  said,  that  he,  the  king, 
was  the  state.  The  bank  must  be  within  the  poli- 
tical power  of  the  state,  or  the  state  within  the 
fiscal  power  of  the  bank  from  their  intimate  rela- 
tions. It  falls  therefore  directly  within  the  only 
principle  on  which  the  federal  judiciary  sustained 
the  bank  of  the  United  States;  and  is  a stronger  in- 
stance of  that  principle. 

In  the  case  of  the  Planter’  s bank  of  Georgia,  chief 
justice  Marshall  considers  the  case  of  a stale  stock- 
holder in  a bank,  and  says  that  when  a government 
becomes  a partner  in  a trading  company,  it  divests 
itself,  as  far  as  concerns  the  transactions  of  the  com- 
pany, of  its  sovereign  character,  and  takes  that  of  a 
private  citizen.  But  this  principle  does  not  affect 
that  we  are  considering,  of  a state  in  political,  no 
pecuniary  connexion  w ith  a bank. 

A South  Carolina  court  has  determined  that  a 
debt  due  to  the  bank  of  South  Carolina,  w hich  is 
owned  entirely  by  the  state,  is  not  a debt  entitled 
to  state  priority  of  payment;  and  a North  Carolina 
court  has  determined  that  the  state  bank  of  North 
Carolina  cannot  give  its  books  in  evidence,  to  prove 
an  overdraft  by  one  of  its  debtors,  because  the 
bank,  as  the  chief  justice  said,  is  only  a private 
corporation.  But  these  peculiar  adjudications,  con- 
fined to  the  local  laws  of  public  priority  and  the 
rules  of  evidence,  are  distinguishable  from  the  doc- 
trine of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States, 
that  a bank  which  aids  the  treasury,  and  furnishes 
the  circulation  of  a government,  is  a public  institu- 
tion. It  would  be  inconvenient  to  allow  banks 
priority  as  public  creditors,  in  the  payment  of 
debts,  or  to  declare  their  books  equai  to  public  re- 
cords as  matters  of  evidence.  But  it  bv  no  means 
follows  from  such  premises,  that  they  are  private 
corporations,  on  the  ground  of  contract  for  all  the 
purposes  of  the  constitutional  protection  of  contracts 
from  posterior  legislation. 

An  American  Law  Treatise  on  Corporations, 
divides  them  into  public  and  private;  and  classes 
banks  as  of  the  latter  denomination.  But  this  is 
without  reference  to  the  question  w e are  consider- 
ing, and  w'ithout  reference  to  any  authority  for  it, 
but  such  as  also  does  not  regard  that  question.  In 
the  Dartmouth  college  case,  the  great  question  was, 
whether  a college  is  a private  or  public  corpora- 
tion. The  decision  was,  that  by  private  founda- 
tion, public  charities  become  private,  though  in- 
corporated. Insurance  companies,  canal,  bridge 
and  turnpike  companies  are  supposed  to  be  also 
private.  But  political  corporations,  for  the  govern- 
ment of  towns,  counties,  &c.  though  involving  pri- 
vate interests,  are  allowed  to  be  public  institutions, 
of  which  government  preserves  the  regulation. — 
The  civil  code  of  Louisiana,  divides  all  corporations 
into  political  and  private,  and  defines  the  former  to 
be  those  which  have  principally  for  their  object  the 
administration  of  a portion  of  the  state,  and  to 
whom  a part  of  the  power  of  government  is  dele- 
gated to  that  effect,  which  is  nearly  if  not  exactly 
the  relation  between  the  United  States  bank  and 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

Thus  my  endeavor  is  accomplished  to  shew  that 
all  sovereignties  have  the  right  to  resume  charters 
for  reasons  of  state;  that  it  is  a right  which  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania  exercised  in  the  instance  of 
the  bank  of  North  America,  before  it  yielded  by 
the  present  federal  constitution,  some  part  of  its 
sovereignty;  and  that  in  the  only  clause  of  that 
constitution  w’hich  can  be  appealed  to,  there  is  no 
surrender  of  the  state  sovereignty  over  bank  char- 
ters: while  in  cotemporary  understanding,  subse- 
quent events,  and  the  reason  of  tilings,  there  is 
conclusive  evidence  that  this  power  remains  with 
the  state. 

Other  reasons  of  a more  abstract  character  might 
be  added,  though  I trust  the  foregoing  does  not 
need  corroboration.  In  the  Georgia  case  so  often 
alluded  to,  chief  justice  Marshall  says:  It  may  well 
be  doubted  whether  the  nature  of  society  and  go- 
vernment does  not  prescribe  the  limits  to  the  legis- 
lative power;  and  it  is  the  peculiar  province  of  the 
legislature  to  prescribe  general  rules  for  govern- 
ment. May  we  not  then  seriously  doubt  the  au- 
thority of  any  legislature  to  devolve  upon  twenty 
private  assignees  for  thirty  years  the  great  public 
trusts,  annually  recurring,  of  supplying  the  income, 
supporting  the  schools  and  furthering  the  internal 
improvements  of  the  state? 

Are  these  duties  which  those  annually  elected 
by  the  people  and  annually  accountable  to  them, 
can  devolve  upon  others  not  elected  by  the  people, 
and  not  accountable  to  them?  Furthermore,  when 
such  profound  investigators  of  the  principles  of  free 
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government  as  Locke  and  Jefferson  doubt  the  power 
of  one  legislature  to  bind  another  at  all,  may  it  not 
be  questioned  whether  any  legislatures  are  under 
the  obligation  of  contracts  but  such  as  make  them? 
If  the  highways,  the  navigable  rivers,  and  the  cur- 
rency of  states  may  be  sold  or  transferred  by  their 
public  agents  by  contract  to  private  assignees,  which 
contracts  bind  generations,  there  is  no  occasion  for 
elective  or  legislative  government  at  all,  but  all  its 
functions  may  be  made  over  to  a few  individuals. 

By  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  of 
the  5th  January  last,  there  were  five  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  banks  in  the  United  States  reported, 
since  when  the  bank  of  the  United  States  and  many 
more  have  been  erected.  Thus,  there  must  be  now 
several  thousand  bank  stockholders,  privileged  by 
special  exemptions  from  the  course  of  law;  whose 
directors,  by  charter  in  effect  perpetual,  change 
the  standard  and  value,  and  tax  all  property,  the 
exclusive  emolument  of  this  privileged  order.  Mr. 
Jefferson  said  of  this  state  of  things,  before  it  was 
aggravated  a9  it  is  that  “the  bank  mania  is  one  of 
the  most  threatening  of  our  false  imitations  of  Eng- 
land. It  is  raising  up  a moneyed  aristocracy  in 
our  country,  which  has  already  set  the  government 
at  defiance;  and  although  forced  to  yield  a little  on 
the  first  essay  of  their  strength,  their  principles 
are  unyielded  and  unyielding.  They  have  taken 
deep  root  in  the  hearts  of  that  class  from  which 
our  legislators  are  drawn,  and  the  sop  to  Cerebus 
from  fable  has  become  history.  Their  principles 
take  hold  of  the  good,  their  pelf  of  the  bad,  and 
thus  those  whom  the  constitution  has  placed  as  guard 
to  its  portals,  are  sophisticated  or  suborned  from 
their  duties.  That  paper  money  has  some  advan- 
tage must  be  admitted:  but  its  abuses  are  also  in- 
veterate: and  that  it,  by  breaking  up  the  measure  of 
value,  makes  a lottery  of  all  private  property,  can- 
not be  denied.  Shall  we  ever  be  able  to  put  a 
constitutional  veto  upon  it?”  A distinguished  mem- 
ber elect  of  the  convention  to  improve  the  constitu- 
tion of  Pennsylvania,  judge  Hopkinson,  declared 
in  his  place  in  congress  that  he  considered  “the 
litter  of  banks  lately  created  in  Pennsylvania  as  the 
offspring  of  private  legislation  and  legislative/raud.” 
Those  were  the  banks  which  governor  Snyder  tried 
to  prevent  by  the  veto.  Governor  Wolf  recently 
applied  that  check  to  other  banks.  Governor  Ritner 
tried  it  also,  but  in  vain;  and  in  his  inaugural  ad- 
dress he  likewise  denounced  our  banking  as  a fraud. 
Should  frauds  be  contracts  protected  by  the  judicia- 
ry from  legislative  interference? 

Gambling  in  bank  stocks,  and  others  of  which 
they  are  the  stimulants,  is  now  the  most  pernicious 
offence  in  the  catalogue  of  vice  and  immorality. — 
Stocks  are  gambler’s  dice,  and  legislators  the  jour- 
neymen who  make  them.  Five  thousand  of  them 
are  annually  engaged  in  their  fabrication.  Enter- 
prising and  influential  speculators,  branded  by  Mr. 
Madison,  have  increased  in  numbers  and  boldness 
far  beyond  those  he  reprobated.  Fortified  by  char- 
ters, they  are  the  outlaw  barons  of  the  day;  with 
numerous  united,  well  informed,  and  unscrupulous 
retainers;  often,  as  Mr.  Jefferson  says,  the  makers 
and  interpreters  of  laws,  and  the  regulators  of  pub- 
lic opinion.  They  stigmatize  those  who  question 
their  dominion,  as  jacobins,  levellers,  agrarians, 
radicals  and  revolutionists,  They  maintain  public 
journals;  they  publish  learned  treatises,  to  suit  their 
purposes,  on  law,  currency  and  political  economy. 
They  have  foreign  correspondents  who  reverberate 
their  abuses  from  abroad.  They  venture  to  disgrace 
whoever  exposes  their- ravages  on  property,  as  pira- 
tical invaders  of  its  vested  "rights.  They  claim  the 
American  prodigies  of  liberty  and  industry,  as  pro- 
ductions of  paper  money,  corporate  privileges  and 
licentious  speculation;  and  they  find  dupes  enough 
to  believe  them.  Poor  and  inconsiderable  as  this 
speculating  and  privileged  class  is  compared  with 
the  mass  of  the  community,  they  have  in  privileges 
and  special  immunities,  levers  that  move  the  world. 

To  extinguish  such  privileges  cannot  divest  vest- 
ed rights  or  right  of  any  kind:  nor  should  securing 
property  from  such  depredations  on  it,  be  regarded 
otherwise  than  with  satisfaction  by  all  those  who 
are  anxious  for  the  security  of  property.  Those  so- 
ber people  before  characterized  by  Mr.  Madison 
as  weary  of  job3  and  speculations,  together  with 
all  men  of  property,  must  see  that  It  is  their  interest. 
Every  industrious  man  is  a man  of  property,  whose 
five  pounds,  as  was  well  said  by  Mr.  Findley,  in 
the  debate  on  the  bank  of  North  America,  are  as 
important  to  him,  as  a rich  man’s  hundred  thousand 
pounds  to  him.  The  working  men  of  the  towns, 
whose  much  abused  Trades  Unions  are  but  strug- 
gles forced  upon  them,  to  rescue  property  from  pri- 
vilege, and  wages,  fuel,  and  subsistence  from  paper 
money;,  and  the  rural  population,  that  mass  anil  ma- 
jesty of  yeomen,  whose  property  is  worth  ten  thou- 
sand times  that  of  all  the  rich,  the  speculating,  and 
the  influential  put  together,  the  whole  producing 


class,  with  even  most  of  the  consuming,  must  be 
convinced,  that  divested  of  prejudice  and  mystifi- 
cation, it  is  the  interest  of  all  to  disfranchise  a few 
of  the  monstrous  and  intolerable  power  by  law,  to 
unsettle  the  standard  of  value,  and  speculate  on 
prices  at  their  secret  and  selfish  will.  No  part  of 
the  community  has  any  social  or  political  right 
whatever  to  such  monopoly.  A Baltimore  mob  de- 
stroyed the  dwellings  of  those  accused  of  abusin'; 
it,  and  other  such  outrages  may  be  expected  if  it  is 
not  abolished;  for  a nation  born  of  a Boston  riot, 
will  be  always  apt  to  resent  by  revolutionary  en- 
ergy  oppressive  privilege  sanctioned  by  law.  But 
legislative  justice  will  prove  a security  against  po- 
pulartumult,  as  the  abolition  of  privilege  is  th=  best 
guarantee  of  property. 

Nor  perhaps  would  its  extinguishment  be  so  in- 
jurious to  the  disfranchised  themselves,  as  their 
clamorous  retainers  cause  the  timorous  and  un- 
thinking to  apprehend.  Monopolies  and  privileges 
are  held  by  the  invidious  and  costly  tenure  of  per- 
petual resistance  to  the  constant  efforts  of  the  mass 
to  recover  their  rights;  and  those  who  from  habit 
deem  them  indispensable  to-their  emoluments  would 
find  that  private,  unchartered  and  responsible  asso- 
ciations, are  their  gain  as  well  as  that  of  all  therest. 
The  significant  publication  by  the  bank  in  the  Na- 
tional Gazette  of  the  23d  September  last,  puts  this 
strikingly  by  the  avowal  that  its  charter  “adds  not 
a dollar  of  advantage  to  the  capital  any  more  than 
the  mere  piece  of  tape  which  is  used  to  tie  up  a 
bundle  of  notes,  gives  value  to  the  notes.”  While 
the  country  was  in  its  infancy  and  poor,  it  was  per- 
haps politic  to  compromise  with  corporations  as  the 
means  of  creating  capital,  though  even  this  is  very 
questionable,  and  there  is  now  no  reaso-n  nor  any 
excuse  for  them. 

It  will  be  a great  and  aw  easy  reform  which  re- 
stores to  the  people  their  equality,  to  the  states- 
their  sovereignty,  and  to  the  union  its  supremacy 
over  coin  and  currency.  The  federal  government 
has  done  much  towards  this  restoration.  But  the 
states  can  do  still  more.  While  a large  body  of 
most  intelligent  citizens  has  been  deriding  the  at- 
tempt to  restore  hard  money  as  absurd  and  imprac- 
ticable, it  is  already  half  done — there  is  twice  as 
much  of  it  now  in  the  United  States  as  there  was 
when  the  derided  attempt  began.  Establish  gold 
as  the  invariable  standard  of  value  for  the  wages  of 
the  wonder  working  industry,  and  for  the  prices  of 
the  immense  productions  of  this  enterprising  coun- 
try, and  the  incredible  prosperity  of  the  past  will 
be  transcended  by  that  of  the  future,  relieved  from 
the  shocking  vicissitudes  and  depreciation  of  our 
monetary  system. 

It  so  happens  that  the  party  which  claims  to  be 
most  careful  of  vested  rights  has  cast  on  the  com- 
mon people  the  guardianship  of  property  in  this 
banking  strife.  It  has  been  a curious  spectacle  for 
the  last  few  years  to  the  calm  observer  to  see  the 
men  of  property  as  they  are  called,  endeavoring  to 
dislodge  a chief  magistrate,  contending  as  strenu- 
ously and  successfully  for  property  as  he  ever  did  as 
a soldier  for  victory.  His  successor  by  his  letter 
to  Mr.  Williams  of  Kentucky,  a paper  which  would 
do  honor  to  Mr.  Madison,  has  proved  his  adhesion 
to  a cause  which  has  become  the  great  desideratum 
of  the  American  government. 

Having  thus,  gentlemen,  at  too  great  length,  dis- 
cussed one  of  the  subjects  of  which  you  have  done 
me  the  honor  to  ask  my  views,  I beg  leave  1o  reserve 
the  powers  of  the  convention  for  another  letter. 

Remaining,  very  respectfully,  yourhumble  serv’t. 

c.  j:  ingersoll. 


LETTER  FROM  GENERAL  TALLMAGE. 

The  following  letter  from  our  respected  towns- 
man, general  Tallmage,  president  of  the  American 
institute  was  received  here,  says  the  New  York 
Gazette,  a few  days  previous  to  his  return  from 
Europe,  It  is  dated  at  St.  Petersburg!),  August 
18th,  1836 — 

“I  wrote  to  you  about  two  weeks  since,  and  sent 
a communication  from  Mr.  Clay  in  relation  to  the 
indigo  plant  from  Tifllis.  He  obtained  from  a pre- 
sident of  a society,  a small  quantity  of  the  seed, 
and  I sent  to  Moscow  for  more,  but  without  suc- 
cess. 

“The  city  of  Moscow  is  a place  of  great  interest, 
combining  events  of  antiquity  with  those  of  modern 
times,  and  exhibiting  many  of  the  peculiarities  of 
an  Asiatic  city.  For  tfie  first  time  I there  attended 
a Tartar  church,  and  witnessed  the  ceremonies, 
and  the  language  qf  the  Mahommedaq  worship. 
The  congregation  was  collected  by  a loud  howling 
call  of  a person  from  q inineret  of  the  churoh,  and 
not  by  the  ringing  qf  any  bell.  The  ladies  pf  my 
party  were  not  only  permitted  to  remain  with  me 
as  spectators,  but  the  principal  minister  proffered 
us  a seat  upon  the  steps  used  to  light  the  candles, 
while  every  other  person  in  the  house  was  either 


prostrate  or  seated  cross  legged  on  the  open  floor 
in  the  full  observance  of  their  devotion.  Their 
habits  and  religion  admit  not  of  the  presence  of 
any  of  their  own  females,  nor  recognize  them  as 
accountable  beings,  to  whom  the  door  of  salvition 
can  be  open.  The  Greek  church  is  the  established 
religion  of  Russia,  and  while  it  has  many  peculia- 
rities, it  has  many  resemblances  to  the  Catholic 
ehurch.  Their  places  of  worship  are  more  nume- 
rous than  any  other  sect,  and  peculiar,  in  having 
from  three  to  ten  steeples  or  domes  oneverv  church. 
Moscow  is  indeed  remarkable  for  its  numerous 
churches.  Its  profile  view  presents  a forest  of 
spires,  domes  and  Steeples.  Many  of  them  are 
literally  filled  with  bells,  but,  unlike  ours,  and  of 
various  sizes  and  tones,  they  are  suspended,  im- 
moveable, and  the  skillful  bell-ringer  with  cords 
to  the  various  hammers,  produces  the  ringing,  and 
works  out  their  delightful  chimes.  The  size,  tone, 
variety  and  perfection  of  the  bells  surpass  expec- 
tation. The  great  bell  of  Moscow,  so  famed  in 
history,  and  which  has  lain  buried  in  the  ground 
for  more  than  one  hundred  years  has  been  recently 
dug  out  and  raised.  Its  height  and  diameter  is 
about  20  feet,  and  its  weight  is  above  200  tons. 

“The  Kremlin  yet  stands  the  monument  of  ages; 
and  those  parts  of  the  palaces  of  the  Czars  which 
have  withstood  the  buffeting  of  time,  and  survived 
the  wreck  of  wars,  are  there  to  bear  witness  of  by- 
gone days.  Moscow,  like  the  pheenix,  has  risen  from 
her  ashes,  renovated  and  improved.  Her  wounds 
are  healed,  and  her  scars  are  scarcely  visible.  Her 
population  has  returned,  and  with  an  energy  and 
enterprise,  which  promise  improvement  in  her  con- 
dition. She  is  fast  advancing  in  manufactures — 
has  many  factories  of  silk  and  cotton,  and  several 
others  are  now  in  progress  of  erection.  I saw  at 
Moscow  and  on-  my  return  met  on  their  way  there, 
many  bales  of  New  Orleans  cotton — this  commerce 
will  be  much  increased  in  a very  few  years. 

“There  is  throughout  Russia  a growing  attention 
to  manufactures,  and  they  have  the  full  encourage- 
ment of  the  government.’  This  is  a matter  of  some 
irritation  to  our  English  friends,  who  are  krndly 
supplying  them  fabrics  to  supercede  hotne  produc- 
tions,’and  with  books  and  essays  on  free  trade,  to 
convince  them  of  their  errors  against  their  own 
interests.  It  is,  however,  made  evidence  ot  pa- 
triotism in  the  nobilitv  and  men  of  fortune,  to 
embark  in  manufactures;  many  establishments,  and 
especially  of  cotton,  arc  springing  up  in  various 
places.  The  production  of  iron  and  duck  lias  the 
vantage  ground;  but  it  is  pleasing  to  view  the 
various  other  manufactures  in  their  infant  condition, 
struggling  into  prosperity,  and  in  so  many  respects 
resembling  the  condition  of  our  own  country,  a 
few  years  ago,  when  in  “the  golden  days  of  her 
commercial  prosperity,”  less  amount  of  bread  stuff? 
passed  from  our  city  out  of  the  Hook,  than  has 
since  turned  eastward  to  the  market  furnished  by 
the  manufactories  of  New  England — and  before  tiie 
New  York  canals  had  proved  a nursery  for  out- 
seamen,  by  opening  Albany  as  a new  and  better 
market  to  our  fisheries  than  I believe  any  other 
place  in  the  world. 

“The  government  has  various  extensil  e manu- 
factories at  Alexandrofsky,  a few  miles  from  St. 
Petersbnrgh,  where  machinery  is  also  made.  The 
superintendent  informed  me  that  the;-  could  not 
supply  one-quarter  of  the  cotlon  machinery  ordered, 
and  they  are  obliged  to  look  to  England  for  machi- 
nery for  several  cotton  factories  now  erecting.  It 
has  often  been  asked  of  me,  how  and  where  we 
obtained  our  machinery  in  America?  and  it  was  a 
matter  of  surprise  when  I answered,  that  me  made 
them  in  America:  and  that  I believed  we  could 
furnish  them  in  Russia  as  good  and  as  cheap,  and 
with  the  most  modern  improvements,  as  they  could 
be  obtained  from  England;  and  without  the  added 
costs  of  about  40  per  cent,  for  getting  them  out  of 
En°-land.  The  English  law  against  the  exporta- 
tion of  machinery,  being  undoubtedly  interied  lor 
the  good  of  other  people,  and  only  to  prevent  their 
injuring  themselves  with  the  use  of  improper  in- 
struments, before  being  sufficiently  instructed  by 
the-  books  sent  them  in  favor  of  a “free  trade. “ 
This  subject  is  worthy  the  attention  of  our  machi- 
nists, and  of  great  interest  to  our  commerce. 

“It  may  with-  propriety  be  remarked,  that  the 
head  man  of  one  of  the  principal  machine  estab- 
lishments in  Manchester,  and  perhaps  the  greatest 
in  the  world,  is-  an  American,  and  P believe  from 
Providence.  The  principal  manufacturer  employed 
by  the  king  of  Prussia,  is  item  Baltimore.  No 
person  in  Europe  can  shut  his  eyes  to- the  fact,  that 
measures  are  pursued  for  the  improvement  of  Ihe 
internal  condition  of  the  different  kingdoms  by  the 
encouragement  of  domestic  productions,  especially 
in  manufactures,  and  particularly  by  Russia,  Prussia 
and  France,  and  recently  by  the  Germanic  com- 
mercial union— less  violent,  but  becoming  more 
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effective  than  the  memorable  continental  system 
of  Napoleon.  The  agriculture,  commerce  arid  ma- 
nufactures of  America,  have  a deep  interest  in  the 
present  and  coming  state  of  things  in  Europe. 

“The  public  buildings  of  Russia  are  fine,  spacious 
and  imposing,  but  to  me  do  not  seem  to  present, 
any  particular  subjects  of  architectural  study.  The ; 
Isaacs  church  at  St.  Petersburgh,  is  colossal  in  its 
dimensions,  and  in  the  size  of  its  materials,  and  is 
surpassed  by  few  modern  buildings  in  Europe.  It  J 
is  surrounded  by  granite  columns,  seven  feet  in  ! 
diameter  at  the  top,  eight  feet  at  base  and  fiftv-six  | 
feet  shaft,  with  bronze  Corinthian  capitals  finely  I 
executed',  and  as  a whole  it  is  very  imposing  but  I 
think  there  are  too  many  columns;  and  they  appear 
crowded.  The  Kazam  church  is  a noble  edifice. 
There  are  the  monuments  of  Suvarolf  and  Kutusotf, 
so  well  known  to  our  day  and  the  pages  of  history,  j 
In  this  church,  as  in  several  others,  are  hung,  upon 
the  walls,  the  keys  of  the  cities  captured  in  the 
course  of  their  many  wars;  and  their  domes  and 
walls  are  festooned  with  the  flags  of  their  conquered 
enemies.  This  custom  is  carried  so  far  that  some 
of  their  churches  appear  almost  like  a magazine  of 
military  trophies. 

“The  Russian  common  people  have  a curious 
custom  of  holding  an  anniversary  in  their  burial 
grounds,  by  a collation  to  the  memory,  and  on  the 
graves  of  their  deceased  friends;  but  it  sometimes 
degenerates  into  excesses  and  irregularities. 

“At  the  Pra  Bragenski  church,  (a  spacious  and 
beautiful  building),  we  saw  exhibited  by  the  chief 
priest,  the  ceremony  of  annual  offering,  of  flowers 
and  fruits,  upon  a richly  gilded  altar,  as  a propitiation 
to  the  harvest  and  the  season.  The  emperor  and 
empress  attended  on  behalf  of  their  subjects,  at- 
tired in  costly  dresses.  Female  train  bearers  bore 
up  her  robes,  and  they  passed  through  the  many 
thousands  pressing  to  witness  the  ceremony.  One 
of  the  churches  is  surrounded  with  a fence  made 
of  captured  cannon — the  larger  ones  serving  as  the 
principal  posts.  At  the  Kuzam  church  is  shown 
the  spy  glass  of  marshal  Davou3t  left  behind  in  the 
flight  of  the  French  army.  At  the  Kremlin  rest, 
in  marshaled  order,  and  open  to  public  view, 
several  hundred  cannons,  the  captured  trophies  of 
that  memorable  and  mad  campaign — and  at  the 
palace  of  Czarka-selo  is  shown  to  favored  visitors, 
the  portfolio,  maps,  plans,  &c.  and  the  camp  table 
furniture  of  Napoleon,  left  by  him  at  Moscow  in 
his  precipitate  flight  from  winter  and  the  Cossacks. 

“The  ancient  crown,  jewels,  furniture  and  ap- 
parel of  the  czars  are  curious  and  incomparably 
rich  in  gold  and  precious  stones.  The  many  pre- 
sents from  Asiatic  princes  are  rich,  unique  and 
grotesque.  The  cabinets  of  minerals  are  rare  and 
extensive,  and  among  them  is  a magnet  holding  in 
suspension  an  anchor  of  iron  weighing  more  than 
two  hundred  pounds.  The  armory  exhibits  every 
variety  of  ancient  warlike  instruments,  especially 
of  eastern  peculiarity,  from  the  simple  bow  and 
arrow  to  the  cannon  made  to  discharge  stone  balls, 
with  a calibre  equal  to  receive  a small  barrel. 

“Our  visit  to  Russia  has  been  one  of  much 
gratification  and  delight.  We  have  been  received 
with  kindness  and  entertained  with  generous  hos- 
pitality, and  have  had  many  demonstrations  of 
friendly  feelings  towards  our  country.  The  fete 
given  on  the  birth  day  of  the  empress  was  beauti- 
ful and  splendid.  The  pass-times  of  the  day,  and 
the  court  dinner  and  supper  had  much  of  interest. 
The  palace  and  gardens  at  Peterhoff  are  modeled 
somewhat  after  those  of  Versailles.  The  gardens 
are  as  extensive,  the  fountains  much  more  abun- 
dant, and  the  water  works  more  bold,  and  quite  as 
beautiful.  The  illuminations,  arches  and  transpa- 
rencies, were  full,  high,  rich  and  brilliant — and  the 
trelissed  avenue — said  to  be  more  than  three  miles 
in  extent— spangled  with  lights,  and  mingling  their 
reflections  with  the  flowers,  shrubbery,  trees  and 
water  works,  presented  a fairy  scene  imposing  and 
beautiful  beyond  description.  One  or  two  hundred 
thousand  spectators  thronged  the  busy  scene,  en- 
livened and  animated  by  bands  of  music:  trumpets 
proclaimed  the  coming  host,  when  the  emperor 
with  his  family,  the  ladies  and  attendants  of  the 
court,  and  the  invited  guests,  seated  upon  low  car- 
riages, open  like  double  sofas,  rode  through  the 
assembled  multitude,  passing  in  procession  the  light- 
ed cascades,  the  arches  and  illuminated  avenues. 
The  fete  continued  the  two  succeeding  days,  for 
the  court  and  guests,  who  were  entertained  with 
amusements,  feasting,  balls  and  unrestrained  social 
intercourse  with  the  emperor  and  family.  Then 
followed  a review  of  the  fleet  in  the  Finland  bay, 
exhibiting  sixty-eight  vessels  of  war,  of  which 
twenty-eight  were  ships  of  the  line,  including  se- 
veral of  one  hundred  guns  each — they  appeared 
in  good  condition,  manned  and  well  found,  and 
successively  fired  their  salutes,  in  good  order,  as 
the  steamboats  with  the  company  passed  by. 


“Russia  abounds  with  more  palaces  than  any 
other  country  I have  seen;  perhaps  in  some  in- 
stances they  are  less  perfect,  as  specimens  of  the 
arts,  but  quite  as  extensive  and  well  adapted  to 
their  intended  purposes.  Many  of  them  are  rich 
in  the  interior,  even  to  excess,  and  so  as  to  become 
tawdry;  and  all  of  them  are  supplied  with  extensive 
grounds  and  gardens,  laid  out  with  modern  taste. ! 

“The  palace  and  rooms  iu  which  the  empress 
Catharine  was  entertained  by  her  favorite  prince  ! 
Potemkin,  and  which  is  so  pleasingly  described,  1 1 
believe  in  some  of  our  annuals,  is  yet  with  the  fix- 
tures, in  preservation  and  beauty. 

“The  fete  at  Peterhoff  was  but  the  beginning  of 
the  court  recreations  at  the  numerous  summer 
palaces.  Remaining  but  a few’  days  at  each,  the 
court  removing  from  place  to  place;  enlivened  by  '• 
theatres,  balls  and  every  variety  of  amusements.  ' 
Military  spectacles,  of  great  interest,  were  often 
exhibited,  and  with  every  variety  of  troops.  Speci- 
mens of  Cossack  skill,  as  riding  and  firing,  when 
in  full  speed  were  displayed.  One  day  50,000 
troops  in  equal  divisions  exhibited,  save  the  use  of 
balls,  all  the  action  and  varied  incidents  of  actual 
battle.  On  another  a pursuing  army  of  20,000,  with 
their  baggage  train,  passed  in  view,  and  crossed  a 
river  on  a bridge  of  boats,  made  in  less  than  one 
hour,  and  under  the  resistingfire  of  a fleeing  enemy. 
The  military  spectacle  closed  with  a review  and 
inspection,  in  one  collected  mass  of  80,000  men,  of 
every  variety  of  equipments,  and  every  peculiarity 
of  costume,  and  with  all  the  implements  and  bag- 
gage train  necessary  for  actual  service.  Extensive 
and  brilliant  fire-works  ended  this  part  of  the  dis- 
play. Well  trained  horses  were  provided  for  the 
gentlemen  visitors,  who,  thus  mounted,  were  per- 
mitted to  accompany  the  emperor,  surrounded  with 
his  staff'. 

“The  emperor  had  several  exchange  horses  ready 
on  the  field,  upon  which  he  moved  with  unequalled 
activity  and  was  every  where  at  the  crisis;  while 
his  visitors,  hurrying  onward  often  came  up  behind 
the  occasion;  indeed  it  was  sufficient  occupation 
for  most  of  them  to  keep  out  of  the  way  of  the 
moving  columns.  The  place  of  a spectator  was 
no  sinecure  upon  a battle  ground,  embracing  an 
area  of  many  miles  in  its  varied  and  rapid  move- 
ments. The  empress,  sometimes  on  horseback, 
but  usually  in  her  carriage,  and  with  a few  invited 
ladies,  passed  among  the  battalions,  witnessing  and 
animating  the  busy  scene,  and  occasionally  resting 
at  head-quarters  under  the  imperial  banners. 

“The  emperor  is  the  soul  and  spirit  of  this  moving 
mass.  He  is  forty  years  of  age,  and  as  we  say, 
“above  six  feet,  and  well  proportioned.”  He  seems 
to  have  been  chosen  from  the  fifty-two  millions-  of 
his  own  subjects,  if  not  from  the  whole  of  collected 
Europe,  as  a specimen  man.  He  mingles  unreserv- 
edly among  his  people,  and  is  always  to  be  distin- 
guished by  a deferential  opening  in  the  crowd 
wherever  he  stands  or  moves.  He  is  diligent  and 
untiring  in  his  attention  to  the  concerns  of  his  em- 
pire; liberal  in  his  policies,  but  cautious  in  making 
innovations  in  established  usages.  With  a firm  con- 
stitution, a cultivated  and  vigorous  intellect,  he  is 
kind  in  his  manners  and  free  in  conversation;  and  is 
exempt  from  those  conceits  which  would  hinder  his 
frequent  and  pertinent  enquiries  concerning  the  in- 
terests, habits,  usages  and  ideas  of  other  nations 
and  countries.  The  empress  is  the  daughter  of  the 
king  of  Prussia,  so  advantageously  known  as  the 
founder  of  the  most  perfect  system  of  free  schools 
in  the  world — and  which  we  have  republished  and 
adopted  in  our  country  with  such  just  commenda- 
tion. She  has  all  the  benevolence  of  character 
which  might  be  expected  from  such  a parentage, 
and,  in  the  language  of  Byron,  “she  is  one  made 
up  of  feminine  attractions” — rigid  in  the  etiquette 
of  her  court,  yet  she  has  a rare  gift,  and  willing 
disposition  to  put  those  around  her  at  ease,  and 
make  them  happy.  They  are  blessed  with  a fine 
family  of  promising  children.  Distinguished  for 
their  private  worth,  and  estimable  in  any  condition 
of  society,  the  most  interesting  part  of  the  impe- 
rial spectacle  was  the  pleasing  opportunity  to  ob- 
serve the  cordial  intercourse  of  this  family,  and 
witness  their  private  relations  and  domestic  happi- 
ness. 

“French  is  the  prevailing  language  of  the  court 
while  Russian,  German  and  English  are  continually 
spoken,  and  well  understood.  The  imperial  family 
all  speak  with  fluency  and  ease,  these  four  lan- 
guages. 

“Inquiries  are  often  made  here  after  our  Ameri- 
can literature;  they  have  the  works  of  our  Cooper 
and  Irving;  and  showing  by  their  side  those  of  Hall 
and  Trollope,  they  ask  if  some  fair  description  of 
our  country  cannot  be  obtained  for  them? — adding, 
that  as  the  English  and  French  writers  misrepresent 
them,  they  presume  the  same  is  done  of  us.  What 
have  we  to  send?  Why  sleep  the  graphic  powers 


of  our  talented  countrymen?  A concise  description 
of  our  country,  its  society  and  manners,  its  soil  and 
its  rivers,  its  agriculture,  commerce  and  manufac- 
tures, canals,  rail  roads,  internal  improvements,  na- 
val architecture  and  steam  power — and,  contrasting 
its  condition  some  twenty  years  ago  with  its  pre- 
sent advance,  especially  in  population,  wealth,  pros- 
perity and  power,  and,  above  all,  a country  without 
a debt,  and  dividing  its  surplus  revenue  amongst  its 
people — would  reach  stationary  Europe,  perhaps  as 
a work  ol  fiction,  but,  teaching  by  example,  nave 
an  essential  influence,  and  benefit  our  country,  and 
profit  the  author,  more  than  any  other  work  that 
can  he  imagined.  Europe  is  now  seeking  this  in- 
formation. 

“Our  commerce  might  be  much  increased  with 
this  country,  where  many  kindnesses  are  proffered 
to  Americans,  and  all  the  facilities  afforded  which 
are  allowable,  under  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  go- 
vernment. The  emperor  has  his  attention  pointed 
to  the  vexatious  quarantine  enacted  at  Elsineur, 
injurious  alike  to  the  commerce  of  America  and 
Russia.  There  is  cause  to  hope  its  removal,  or,  at 
least,  its  modification. 

“I  send  this  by  the  next  post,  and  shall  follow  in 
a few  days;  and  hope  soon  to  be  with  you,  and  with 
my  friends  in  my  country,  and  at  my  home.” 


FOREIGN  EXTRACTS. 

The  Courier  Francais  gives  a letter  of  the  9th 
ult.  from  Athens,  containing  some  particulars  of  the 
trial  and  condemnation  of  the  journal  the  Sotir,  and 
the  events  by  which  it  was  followed.  According 
to  the  correspondent  of  the  Courier,  the  responsible 
editor  of  the  Sotir,  assisted  by  his  counsel,  M. 
Skouffo,  the  principal  editor  of  that  journal,  and 
another  advocate,  contested  the  competency  of  the 
president  Enian,  and  a new  judge,  named  Belisario. 
The  tribunal,  however,  overruled  the  objections  of 
the  responsible  editor,  and  moreover  condemned 
him  to  a fine  of  20  drachmas  for  having  urged  them. 
The  observations  of  the  accused  parties  were  inter- 
rupted by  the  law  officers  of  the  crown,  who  de- 
clared that  the  ordonnances  already  issued  were  ir- 
revocable. The  advocates  of  the  responsible  edi- 
tor immediately  retired,  and  the  latter,  having  at- 
tempted to  follow  them,  was  arrested  by  order  of 
the  president.  A riot  then  ensued  amongst  the  au- 
ditory who,  with  loud  cries  of  “Down  with  the  op- 
pressors!” proceeded  to  liberate  the  prisoners. — 
At  half  past  eight  in  the  evening  the  tribunal 
pronounced  sentence,  and  immediately  withdrew, 
amidst  the  hisses  of  the  crowd.  By  the  terms  of 
the  sentence,  the  responsible  editor  is  condemned 
to  a year’s  imprisonment  and  a fine  of  200  drachmas, 
and  M.  Skouffo  is  suspended  from  the  exercise  of 
his  profession  as  an  advocate.  Both  have  appealed 
against  the  sentence  to  the  Areopagus;  but  M.  d’Ar- 
mansperg,  without  awaiting  the  decision  of  the 
higher  court,  has  suspended  the  publication  of  the 
Sotir.  A subscription  had  been  opened  at  Athens 
and  elsewhere  to  discharge  the  amount  of  the  fine, 
and  it  was  expected  that  the  journal  wrould  shortly 
reappear. 

The  Aulic  chamber  of  Vienna  has  taken  off  se- 
veral prohibitions,  and  reduced  the  duty  upon  seve- 
ral articles  of  importation.  It  has  also  suppressed 
the  tax  of  ten  per  cent,  hitherto  required  for  per- 
mits for  certain  articles  of  merchandise,  which  pre- 
viously could  not  be  brought  into  the  country  for 
sale.  For  example,  permits  for  the  introduction  of 
French  wines  were  only  granted  to  the  higher  dig- 
nitaries and  opulent  families  for  their  own  consump- 
tion. However,  lately,  several  depots  of  French 
wines  have  been  formed  in  the  interior  of  Austria, 
and  they  are  advertised  to  be  sold,  wholesale  and  re- 
tail. [ Constitutional . 

A letter  from  St.  Petersburg  announces  that  the 
emperor  was  expected  to  return  to  that  capital  in 
the  first  week  of  the  present  month. 

A mere  bonfire!  Doeff,  in  his  “recollections  of 
Japan,”  relates  the  particulars  of  a fire  which  rag- 
ed twelve  hours  in  the  city  of  Jeddo,  and  whicn 
consumed  all  the  houses,  and  every  thing  within 
the  space  of  three  leagues  (nine  miles)  in  length, 
and  a mile  and  a half  in  breadth!  Among  the 
buildings  destroyed,  were  fifty-seven  palaces  of 
princes;  and  there  were  1,200  persons  either  burnt 
to  death  or  drowned,  among  whom  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  the  prince  of  Awar.  The  young  lady  met 
this  fate  by  the  giving  way  of  the  Nipon  Bas,  a fa- 
mous bridge  in  Jeddo,  under  the  weight  of  the  fly- 
ing multitude.  Thin  walls  of  clay,  timbers  and 
partitions  of  deal,  matted  roofs,  and  roofs  of  shin- 
gle, sufficiently  account  for  catastrophes  which 
must  far  exceed  in  frequency  and  violence  even 
those  of  New  York  or  Constantinople.  This  fire 
was  extinguished  by  rain. 

A serious  contest  has  arisen  between  the  Otto- 
man porte  and  the  representatives  of  France  and 
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England,  not  only  upon  the  increase  of  the  tax  on 
the  exportation  of  silk,  but  upon  the  principle 
which  causes  these  constant  exactions,  and  the  ef- 
fect they  will  produce  upon  European  commerce  in 
Turkey.  It  is  well  known  that  the  chief  of  the 
customs,  after  prohibiting  the  colonial  coffee,  which 
is  in  such  consumption  in  the  east,  has  done  the 
same  by  the  Asia  Minor  silk,  which  is  an  article  of 
even  greater  exportation  than  the  former.  The 
orte  has  been  obliged  to  accede  to  both  articles, 
ut  has  not  indemnified  the  merchants,  who  have 
experienced  considerable  loss  by  this  event.  The 
chief  of  the  customs  is  nothing  but  an  instrument. 
Whilst  the  French  and  English  merchants  were  de- 
prived of  the  purchase  of  these  silks,  considerable 
quantities  were  sent  by  the  Russian  ones  to  the 
manufactories  of  Moscow.  By  a manifest  violation 
of  all  treaties,  the  increase  of  the  exportation  tax 
was  not  applied  to  them.  At  the  very  same  time 
that  the  ambassadors  were  promised  the  redress  of 
their  wrongs,  the  custom  houses  of  Scala  Nova, 
Metelin  and  Trebisonde,  were  preventing  the  sail- 
ing of  their  vessels  by  new  exactions.  No  com- 
mercial system  can  be  founded  upon  a base  which 
is  both  arbitrary  and  retroactive.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  sultan  will  at  length  put  au  end  to  such 
proceedings.  [ Courrier  Francais. 

Statistics.  In  the  article  “France,”  of  the  Dic- 
tionnaire  Geographique  Universal,  now  publishing 
in  Paris,  by  a geographical  society,  the  following 
statement  is  given  of  the  capital  of  the  French 
soil,  and  of  the  revenues  of  the  empire.  The  arable 
lands  are  worth  13,690,800,000  francs;  the  woods, 
vineyards,  meadows  and  other  lands,  2,828,800,000; 
ponds  and  marshes,  31,920,000;  rustic  buildings, 

3.000. 000.000;  cattle,  valued  at  the  lowest  price, 
16,703,941,676;  poultry,  51,600,000  head,  at  1 franc, 
51,600,000;  swine,  3,900,000  head,  at  40  francs, 

156.000. 000;  asses,  2,400,000  head,  at  25  francs, 

60.000. 000;  fanning  utensils,  3,000,000,000;  total, 
39,522,061,676  francs.  To  this  may  be  added  the 
annual  receipt  from  manufactures,  1,820,102,000; 
agriculture,  4,678,708,000;  colonies,  40,380,000;  fo- 
reign countries,  346,020,000;  in  warehouse,  52,000,- 
000:  total,  6,937,210,000  francs.  The  produce  of 
the  taxes  of  every  class  is  924,410,000  francs. 

The  following  is  a brief  abstract  of  a report  made 
on  the  various  revolutionary  societies  of  Switzer- 
land, whose  proceedings  have  led  to  the  existing 
disputes  between  that  country  and  France: — The 
associations  were  six  in  number — 1.  La  Jeune  Eu- 
rope; 2.  La  Jeune  Pologne;  3.  La  Jeune  Italie;  4. 
La  Jeune  France;  5.  La  Jeune  Allemagne;  6.  La 
Jeune  Suisse.  La  Jeune  Europe  was  founded  by 
Mazzini,  in  April,  1834.  It  concluded  at  Lausanne 
on  the  10th  of  April,  1835,  an  alliance  with  the 
French  republicans  then  confined  at  St.  Pelagie. — 
On  the  24th  of  J anuary  a treaty  was  concluded  be- 
tween it  and  the  Carbonari  of  Corsica.  La  Jeune 
Pologne  had  a committee  of  horror,  to  which  all 
persons  not  noble  w'ere  obliged  to  yield  a blind  obe- 
dience. La  Jeune  Italie  had  correspondence  with 
secret  societies  in  Paris  and  London,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  unite  all  Italy  into  one  state.  La 
Jeune  Suisse  was  instituted  in  the  spring  of  1835, 
in  consequence  of  the  addresses  published  by  La 
Jeune  Europe.  M.  Drue  was  president  of  the  as- 
sociation, and  drew  up  the  statutes  of  the  society. 
The  plan  extended  to  all  the  cantons;  and  general 
meetings  of  delegates  were  held  who  were  in  com- 
munication with  La  Jeune  Europe.  A correspon- 
dence was  kept  up  between  the  whole  of  the  socie- 
ties and  their  agents  in  every  country  in  Europe. 

The  Swiss  Republican  states,  that  the  grand  coun- 
cil of  Zurich  has  transmitted  some  instructions  to 
its  extraordinary  deputation  on  the  course  to  be 
adopted  by  it  during  the  extraordinary  session  of 
the  diet  convoked  for  the  17th  instant.  The  depu- 
tation is  required  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  resolution 
of  the  diet  in  the  affair  of  Conseil,  at  the  same  time 
offering  to  furnish  every  explanation  to  France  as 
to  the  motives  of  its  vote.  Should  difficulties  arise 
the  deputation  is  instructed  to  take  part  in  the  de- 
liberations relating  to  the  acceptance  of  the  media- 
tion of  a foreign  power  between  France  and  Swit- 
zerland. The  deputation  is  invested  with  full  pow- 
ers, subject  to  the  necessity  of  conforming  to  the 
letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  instructions  above  refer- 
red to,  and  is  likewise  authorised  to  take  part  in  all 
deliberations  and  resolutions  having  for  their  object 
to  maintain  the' independence  and  security  of  Swit- 
zerland. The  Republican  states,  in  conclusion, 
that  a motion  made  in  the  grand  council  for  reprisals 
against  the  blockade  of  France  failed  in  obtaining  a 
majority  of  votes. 

A sketch  of  the  military  forces  of  Switzerland, 
given  by  the  Journal  des  Travaux  de  la  Societe 
Frangaise  de  Statistique  Universelle,  shews  that 
these  forces  consist  of: — 1.  The  federal  contingents. 


amounting  to  72,000  men.  2.  Cantonal  reserves, . 
organised  federally,  the  number  of  which  amounts 
to  120,000  men.  3.  Ten  thousand  men  of  capitu- 
lated troops,  who,  in  case  of  war,  are  to  return  to 
their  country.  In  such  case  also,  there  must  be 
further  added  to  these,  202,000  soldiers,  the  men 
from  45  to  60  years  of  age,  who,  although  gone  out 
of  the  reserves,  and  exempt  from  service,  wrnuld  be 
ready  to  light  for  the  defence  of  their  families  and 
the  maintenance  of  the  national  independence.  The 
Swiss  have  no  cavalry,  because  in  their  country  it 
can  be  of  no  utility,  but  under  the  name  of  carbi- 
neers they  have  excellent  marksmen,  being  all  cha- 
mois hunters,  whom  this  sport  renders  extremely 
skilful  in  taking  and  hitting  the  mark. 


ANIMAL  MAGNETISM. 

From  the  Providence  Journal  of  Nov.  17. 

SURPRISING  PHENOMENA  OF  ANIMAL  MAGNETISM. 

Mr.  Editor:  Allow  me  to  communicate  to  the 
public,  through  your  columns,  some  particulars  of 
a wonderful  case  of  magnetical  somnambulism, 
which  has  occurred  in  the  village  of  Pawtucket,  un- 
der my  own  operation.  I am  going  in  the  first 
place,  to  relate  the  bare  facts,  as  they  could  be  seen 
by  every  one  present;  I shall  afterwards  make  a 
few  remarks,  to  show  the  great  philosophical  im- 
portance of  those  facts. 

The  subject  of  these  experiments  is  a young  lady 
well  known  in  this  place,  where  she  has  been  re- 
siding over  ten  years.  There  is  but  one  opinion 
concerning  her  character:  that  she  is  surpassed  by 
no  one  in  purity  of  mind,  disinterestedness,  labori- 
ous habits,  and  religious  disposition.  But,  alas!  in 
this  “valley  of  tears”  and  hard  trials,  called  the 
earth,  happiness  is  not  frequently  in  proportion  with 
virtue.  Miss  Cynthia  Gleason  has  been  for  eight  or 
nine  years  laboring  under  a complicated  nervous 
and  functional  disease,  which  baffled  all  the  skill 
of  physicians.  It  would  be  too  long,  and  perhaps 
insignificant,  to  describe  here  the  various  symp- 
toms of  this  complaint.  I will  say  only  that,  in 
consequence  of  it,  the  sleep  of  the  patient  had  be- 
come difficult,  short,  very  much  troubled  by  pains, 
and  always  followed  with  a dullness  of  the  mind 
■xid  heaviness  of  the  system,  for  several  hours  after 
awakening. 

I need  not  say  that  I was  a perfect  stranger  to 
Miss  Gleason,  and  that  she  was,  for  her  part,  en- 
tirely ignorant  even  of  the  words  animal  magne- 
tism, when  she  heard  of  it  for  the  first  time,  by  her 
attendant  physician,  the  respectable  Dr.  Manches- 
ter, of  Pawtucket.  This  gentleman  proposed  to 
her  to  try  an  experiment  w'ith  the  hope  that  she 
might  receive  some  benefit  from  it.  She  very  cheer- 
fully agreed;  and,  in  consequence,  I was  brought 
to  her  lodging,  by  Dr.  Manchester,  on  Sunday,  the 
6th  inst.  at  half  past  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 
I must  state  here  that  I was  very  much  pleased  to 
find  her  perfectly  calm  and  sober;  I have  acquired 
since  the  first  visit  the  full  conviction  that  she 
is  one  of  those  persons  upon  whom  “imagination 
has  very  little  empire.”  Miss  Gleason  told  us, 
among  other  things,  that  she  had  not  much  faith  in 
animal  magnetism,  and  that  she  would  “defy  any 
person  to  put  her  to  sleep  in  this  manner.”  I ob- 
served to  her  that  I did  not  think  myself  that  I could 
put  her  to  sleep  at  the  first  trial,  as  I intended  to 
magnetize  her  only  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  with 
the  view  of  establishing  a mere  communication  be- 
tween us.  Her  pulse,  taken  by  Dr.  Manchester, 
gave  eighty-four  pulsations  per  minute  before  the 
operation.  I commenced,  and  in  the  course  of 
twenty-five  minutes  we  perceived  that  her  eyes 
grew  dim  and  her  lids  fell  heavily  down — in  thirty 
minutes  she  was  profoundly  asleep — pulse  gave 
sixty-four  pulsations.  We  tried  her  senses  in  every 
possible  manner;  nothing  could  disturb  her;  the 
sleep  lasted  half  an  hour;  I caused  it  to  cease  by 
a few  gestures  with  my  hand  at  several  inches  dis- 
tant from  her  face. 

The  next  day  I resorted  again  to  the  patient’s 
house,  at  a quarter  before  four  in  the  afternoon,  to- 
gether with  Dr.  Gardner  and  E.  Walcott,  esq. — 
Miss  Gleason  told  us  that  she  had  slept  veiy  well 
all  the  night,  and  felt  better  than  usual;  the  opera- 
tion commenced  at  four  o’clock,  exactly;  and,  al- 
though the  patient,  according  to  her  own  avowal, 
tried  to  keep  awake,  she  was  fast  asleep  in  ten 
minutes.  On  the  next  day  the  number  of  her  at- 
tendants was  still  greater.  Sleep  was  produced  in 
seven  and  a half  minutes;  on  Wednesday  in  six 
minutes  the  desired  effect  was  obtained. 

As  the  patient  had  already  experienced  some 
benefit  by  these  operations,  she  manifested  to  us  the 
desire  of  being  magnetized  once  in  public,  in  or- 
der, said  she,  to  convince  the  unbelievers,  and  es- 
tablish a truth  so  important  to  religion  and  the 
health  of  mankind.  I must  also  state,  as  another 
proof  of  thequalities  of  her  heart,  that  she  took  this 


resolution  lor  my  reputation’s  sake,  viz:  to  prove 
that  I was  not  an  impostor,  and  that  my  labors  really 
deserved  more  encouragement  than  I have  hitherto 
obtained. 

Therefore,  having  previously  consulted  all  mv 
friends  about  it,  and  received  their  unanimous  ap- 
probation, I concluded  to  accept  Miss  Gleason’s 
proposal.  The  intended  experiment  took  place  on 
Thursday  last,  at  the  Pawtucket  hotel,  before  an 
audience  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  persons,  com- 
prising the  medical  faculty  and  a part  of  the  clergy 
of  the  village. 

I commenced  operating  at  a quarter  before  eight 
o’clock.  In  the  course  of  four  minutes  the  patient 
shut  her  eyes;  then  I got  up  and  suddenly  thrust 
with  my  foot  against  the  floor  the  chair  upon  which 
I was  sitting;  no  sensible  effect  was  produced  by' 
this  noise.  Finally',  in  five  minutes,  the  lady  ap- 
pearing profoundly  asleep;  I left  her,  and  com- 
menced my  lecture,  which  lasted  nearly  three-quar- 
ters of  an  hour,  and  was  listened  to  with  much  in- 
terest. 

Miss  Gleason  continued  sleeping  during  that 
length  of  time.  When  tire  lecture  was  over,  we 
resumed  our  experiments.  We  proceeded  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  lady  was  really  in  the  magnetic 
sleep.  We  pinched  her,  pricked  her  with  a pin, 
tickled  her  lips,  nostrils  and  eyelids  with  a bit  of 
paper;  no  sensation  was  manifested.  A gentleman 
put  his  mouth  close  to  her  ear,  and  asked  her  in  a 
loud  voice  if  she  wras  not  tired  of  sleeping,  and 
wished  to  get  up?  She  remained  perfectly  ueaf  to 
the  sound  of  this  loud  voice:  another  man  whistled 
in  a most  thrilling  manner,  and  clapped  his  hands; 
but  all  the  disturbance  was  without  effect  upon  her. 
Hartshorn  was  held  suddenly  under  her  nose  for 
some  moments,  and  though  she  must  have  inspired 
the  strong  effluvia,  no  sign  of  unusual  sensation  was 
manifested.  Several  persons  spoke  to  her  in  suc- 
cession, and  she  took  no  notice  of  what  they  said. 
Then  I stood  at  the  distance  of  a few  feet  from  her, 
and  mentally  requested  her,  without  touching  her, 
to  give  me  her  hand,  and  she  immediately  held  out 
her  hand  towards  mine.  I wished  her  to  leave  myr 
hand,  and  she  did  immediately.  Some  other  indi- 
viduals tried  the  same  experiment,  but  without  suc- 
cess. A handkerchief  was  put  over  her  eyes;  I 
stretched  again  my  hand,  and  she  gave  me  hers 
without  hesitation.  There  could  be  no  collusion 
here,  because  the  bandage  being  fixed  closely  over 
her  eyes  effectually  shut  up  every  avenue  to  her 
mind,  except  that  by  w'hich  the  mysterious  magnetic 
sympathy  is  imparted.  This  last  experiment  was 
so  fairly  made,  and  so  successful,  that  one  of  the 
medical  gentlemen  present,  who  had  been  incredu- 
lous until  this  moment,  acknowledged  that  he  was 
convinced.  Then,  after  telling  in  a low  voice  to 
the  ladies  and  gentlemen  who  were  standing  around 
her,  that  I was  going  to  cause  her,  by  my  will,  to 
open  her  lids  without  awakening  her,  I made  a mo- 
tion upwards  with  my  fore-finger,  at  the  distance 
of  three  inches  from  her  face,  and  immediately  we 
saw  her  open  her  lids  to  the  utmost  width;  there  she 
sat  still,  perfectly  motionless,  and  gazing  at  me  in 
the  most  intent  manner.  She  looked  exactly  like  a 
wax  figure. 

With  the  view  of  ascertaining  whether  she  was 
still  in  the  state  of  magnetic  insensibility,  I darted 
suddenly  my  fingers  near  to  her  eye-balls  in  rapid 
succession;  yet  she  winked  not,  and  appeared  as 
insensible  as  a blind  person.  Rev.  Mr.  Taft,  hav- 
ing noticed  that  her  pupils  were  extremely  dilated, 
suggested  the  idea  of  placing  two  blazing  lamps  be- 
fore her  eyes;  so  we  aid,  and  yet  the  sudden  glare 
of  light  thus  falling  on  the  unprotected  pupil  was 
as  ineffectual  as  so  much  light  on  the  eyes  of  a 
corpse.  I make  a motion  downwards  with  my 
hand,  and  the  lids  w'ere  closed  again. 

At  my  request,  Edward  Walcott,  esq.  asked  the 
somnambulist  to  drink  of  water  that  he  presented  to 
her;  even  he  put  the  tumbler  to  her  lips,  but  she 
took  no  notice  of  it.  I mentally  asked  her  whether 
she  wished  for  some  water;  she  answered,  in  a tone 
audible  to  those  w'lio  were  around  her,  that  she 
“did  not  feel  thirsty.”  I mentally  again  urged  her, 
to  take  some:  then  she  opened  her  lips,  grasped  at 
the  tumbler,  and  drank  two  or  three  swallows  of 
the  liquid. 

And,  after  she  had  slept  one  hour  and  a half,  I 
walked  six  or  seven  feet  from  her,  and,  by  waving 
my  arm  once  only,  I awakened  her  immediately. — 
She  awoke  quite  exhilarated,  and  to  use  her  own 
words,  “as  bright  as  a dollar.”  She  had  no  re- 
collection of  any  one  circumstance  that  had  trans- 
pired. 

Among  the  persons  present,  the  following  gen- 
tlemen are  ready  to  certify  for  the  truth  of  the 
above  statement:  rev.  Mr.  Taft,  rev.  Daniel  Greene, 
rev.  Thomas  Worcester,  of  Bridgewater;  Drs.  Man- 
chester, Gardner,  Cleveland,  Bucklin,  of  Valley 
Falls,  Carpenter;  Edward  Walcott,  John  Street, 
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Samuel  Lord,  esqrs.;  George  Crawford,  superin-  1 
tendent  of  the  Franklin  Print  works:  Mr.  Barshall, 
professor  of  the  Hebrew,  French  and  German  lan- 
guages at  Brown  university,  ike.  &c. 

CHARLES  POYEN. 

There  will  be,  to-morrow,  another  communica- 
tion on  the  same  subject,  containing  the  report  of 
four  professors  of  Brown  university,  and  two  other 
gentlemen. 

From  the  Providence  Daily  Journal. 

EXPERIMENTS  IN  ANIMAL  MAGNETISM. 

Mr.  Editor:  I announced  on  Thursday  that  the 
report  of  four  professors  of  Brown  university,  and 
of  some  other  gentlemen,  should  be  published  in 
the  paper  of  F nday;  but  since  we  have  consulted 
together,  and  concluded,  after  mature  reflection, 
that  it  would  be  much  better,  in  every  respect,  to  j 
attend  a few  experiments  more,  before  presenting 
this  document  to  the  public,  signed  by  every  atten- 
dant, and  followed  with  the  due  certificates.  Of 
course,  the  report  of  three  or  four  sittings  will  have 
more  weight  than  one  only.  However,  in  order  j 
not  to  disappoint  your  readers,  I am  going  to  otter  ' 
them,  in  my  own  name,  a short  narrative  of  the 
facts,  as  they  took  place  on  Tuesday  evening  last. 
This  narration  is  made  up  chiefly  with  the  notes 
taken  by  one  of  the  professors  during  the  sitting. 

Were  present  at  this  sitting,  and  may  be  referred 
to  for  the  truth  of  the  following  statement,  rev.  Dr. 
Wayland,  president  of  Brown  university;  profes- 
sors Caswell  and  Chace;  Mr.  Shepherd,  a tutor  in 
the  college;  rev.  Edward  B.  Hall,  Drs.  Tobey,  Man- 
chester, ike.  &c. 

8h.  Sm.  Pulse  full;  84  beats  per  minute. 

8h.  9m. — I commenced  magnetizing  her  by  “will- 
ing simply,”  without  resorting  to  the  usual  manipu- 
lations. I was  sitting  beside  her,  at  two  feet  dis- 
tance. 

8n.  10m. — She  nodded  and  looked  drowsy. 

8h.  11m. — Sound  asleep;  somebody  clapped  loud- 
ly his  hands;  another  moved  her  in  the  chair;  she 
did  not  awake. 

8h.  Him, — I then  magnetized  by  the  usual  ma- 
nipulations. 

8h.  15m. — Pulse  less  full;  beat  about  the  same. 

The  patient  was  breathing  calmly,  and  her  eyes 
were  perfectly  shut,  as  in  the  natural  sleep. 

The  experiments  then  commenced.  We  pro- 
ceeded, in  the  first  place,  to  ascertain  the  suspen- 
sion of  sensibility. 

1.  A large  tavern  bell  was  rung  close  to  her  ear; 
no  perceptible  change  took  place;  loud  shouting  in 
her  ears  produced  no  more  effect. 

8h.  20in. — Respiration  32  per  minute;  hands 
colder,  pulse  84. 

2.  A pistol  was  fired  in  the  room,  within  five  feet 
of  her  head;  not  the  slightest  change  was  manifest- 
ed, whereas  some  other  persons  were  obliged  to 
leave  the  room,  on  account  of  the  violent  impres- 
sion made  upon  their  organ  of  hearing. 

3.  A bottle  of  ammoniacal  gas  was  placed  under 
her  nose;  respiration  became  quicker,  and  she  ap- 
peared disturbed  by  it,  yet  there  was  no  appearance 
of  waking.  I was  then  in  the  next  room. 

4.  The  nostrils  were  tickled  with  a feather;  no 
change  was  perceptible. 

8hr30m. — Pulse  80;  respiration  26;  hands  grow- 
ing colder. 

5.  At  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Tobey,  I caused  her 
to  open  her  lids,  simply  by  moving  upward  my  fore 
finger  a few  inches  distant  from  her  face.  The  pu- 
pils seemed  to  be  as  in  the  natural  state.  A lamp 
was  brought  suddenly  before  them,  and  produced 
no  effect  on  the  pupil,  and  apparently  no  sensation 
at  all.  I thrust  violently  my  finger  toward  her  eye- 
ball; no  perceptible  change  took  place. 

Other  experiments  and  observations. 

1.  I whispered  to  the  person  standing  next  to  me, 
in  so  low  a tone  that  the  sound  of  my  voice  could 
be  heard  bv  no  other  person  in  the  room,  that  I 
would  mentally  ask  her  to  give  me  her  hand.  Her 
eyes  were  exactly  closed;  I held  my  hand  a short 
distance  above  hers;  she  immediately  raised  her 
hand  and  grasped  mine. 

2.  Dr.  Wayland  wrote  on  a paper,  “Tell  her, 
mentally,  to  clasp  her  hand.”  I menially  put  the 
question.  She  shook  her  head  negatively,  but  said 
and  did  nothing.  A few  moments  after  I mentally 
put  to  her  again  the  same  question.  She  shook 
again  her  head  negatively,  but  did  not  execute  my 
will. 

3.  She  then  began  to  talk  aloud,  and  told  us  an 
amusing  anecdote  concerning  a man  she  had  met  in 
the  street. 

Professor  Caswell.  Where  did  you  meet  him? 
No  answer. 

Writer.  Where  did  you  meet  him?  Somewhere 
down  the  street. 

Various  other  questions  were  put  to  her,  but  she 
would  answer  no  other  one  than  mine. 


I mentally  asked  her  where  is  Dr.  Manchester? 
She  answered,  I should  like  to  talk  to  Pr.  Manches- 
ter about  my  stomach. 

Dr.  Manchester.  How  does  it  feel?  No  answer. 

Writer,  (aloud).  Do  you  hear  Dr.  Manchester? 
Yes. 

Dr.  Manchester.  Do  you  feel  bad?  No  answer. 

Writer,  (aloud).  Do  you  feel  baf?  Yes. 

6.  A paper  was  handed  to  me  on  which  was 
written  “lift  up  your  right  hand.”  Without  a word 
being  spoken,  she  immediately  raised  it  at  my  men- 
tal request. 

7.  (I,  aloud.)  Do  you  see  any  people  around 
you?  No.  Did  any  one  come  with  me  this  morn- 
ing? Three  or  four  from  Providence,  (true). — 
Who  were  they?  President  Wayland,  Dr.  Tobey, 
professor  Chace  and  some  other. 

8.  Signs  were  made  to  me  to  tell  her  mentally  to 
grasp  my  hand,  and  then  on  raising  it  for  this  pur- 
pose, when  Dr.  Wayland  interposed  his,  she  took 
no  notice  of  it,  but  still  moved  hers  towards  mine, 
and  moved  it  one  side  and  the  other  as  I moved 
mine.  She  finally  grasped  it.  This  was  varied  and 
repeated  several  times,  and  uniformly  with  the 
same  result,  although  there  was  a large  slate  placed 
constantly  before  her  face  and  chest,  in  order  to 
prevent  entirely  the  natural  vision. 

9.  I asked,  aloud,  whether  she  should  like  to  be 
magnetized*  Yes.  Having  done  so,  I asked  her  if 
she  recollected  having  replied  to  my  request  to 
magnetize  her?  She  said  no. 

10.  Dr.  Wayland  grasped  her  hand,  and  then  by 
signs  requested  me  to  tell  her  mentally  to  take  my 
own  hand.  She,  immediately  obeying  my  “wish, 
pulled  her  hand  away  from  Dr.  Wayland,”  and 
grasped  at  mine. 

11.  Then  I whispered  to  professor  Chace  that  I 
would  make  her  give  her  hand  and  answer  to  Dr. 
Wayland.  1 wished  her  to  do  this,  and  immediate- 
ly she  grasped  at  Dr.  Wayland’s  hand. 

Dr.  Wayland.  (Aloud.)  What  was  the  weather 
this  morning?  Stormy — (true.)  How  is  it  now? 
Clear — (true.)  When  did  it  clear  oil'?  This  after- 
noon—(true.)  How  many  looms  did  you  attend  to 
to-day?  Five — (true.) 

12  A small  tumbler  of  water  was  brought,  and  I 
asked  her  aloud  if  she  would  have  some  water. — 
She  said  yes;  she  took  the  tumbler,  and,  raising  it 
to  her  mouth,  drank  some.  Some  chloric  ether  was 
then  poured  into  the  tumbler,  which  gave  a strong 
taste  to  the  liquid;  she  drank  some  of  it,  and  having 
been  asked  by  me  what  taste  she  found  in  it,  she 
replied,  “no  other  than  that  of  water.”  During 
these  experiments  a handkerchief,  folded  several 
times,  was  kept  over  her  eyes. 

13.  I then  whispered  that  I would  make  her  mis- 
take the  liquid  for  paregoric.  I gave  her  again  the 
tumbler;  she  drank,  and  I asked  her  what  it  was? 
She  answered,  “It  tastes  like  wine.” 

14.  Rev.  E.  B.  Hall,  sitting  close  to  her,  put  se- 
veral questions,  to  which  she  made  no  reply.  At 
Mr.  Hall’s  request,  I wished  her  to  hear  him,  and 
she  answered  him  immediately.  Dr.  Tobey  also 
spoke  to  her,  and  she  made  a reply  which  in  all  ap- 
pearances was  for  the  doctor’s  question.  Somebo- 
dy noticed  that  she  had  answered  Dr.  Tobey,  al- 
though no  communication  had  been  established  be- 
tween him  and  her.  Then  I wished  her  to  remain 
deaf  to  every  voice  but  mine;  and  immediately  she 
ceased  to  answer  the  questions  made  to  her  by  the 
other  gentlemen. 

15.  Dr.  Wayland — “How  many  looms  do  you 
usually  attend?”  No  answer.  Dr.  W.  then  made 
me  signs  to  request  her  mentally  to  reply  to  him. — 
I signified  that  I had  done  so.  Dr.  W. — “How 
many  looms  do  you  usually  attend?”  “Three:  some- 
times four.”  Dr.  W. — “You  would  not  answer  me 
before:  why  now?” — “Because  Mr.  Poyen  told  me 
to.”  Dr.  W. — “Why  do  you  take  my  hand?”  Be- 
cause Mr.  Poyen  told  me  to.”  Dr.  W. — “But  you 
ought  to  obey  me  as  well  as  him.”  She  pulled 
away  her  hand,  apparently  in  displeasure. 

Nine  o’clock,  25m.  pulse  72. — The  same  experi- 
ment was  tried  by  some  other  persons,  and  with 
the  same  results. 

16.  A slate  was  held  between  her  eyes  and  me. 
Then  I extended  my  foot — she  raised  hers  until 

i they  met.  Having  made  a sign  that  I would  men- 
i tally  tell  her  to  withdraw  itj  she  immediately  did 
so.  She  would  follow  my  foot  with  hers  wherever 
I turned. 

17.  (I  aloud.)  “You  have  drunk  some  water, 
have  you  not?”  “Yes.”  “Recollect  that  when  I 
awake  you.”  “Yes.” 

18.  I retired  the  length  of  the  room,  and  endea- 
vored to  wake  her  by  simply  willing  it;  in  one  mi- 
nute I succeeded  so  far  as  to  open  her  eyes,  and 
give  every  appearance  of  waking.  I then  advanc- 
ed, and  by  the  usual  manipulations  immediately 
awoke  her.  Time,  9h.  38m. 


223 


19.  “Do  you  recollect  to  have  taken  any  thing?’ 
“Yes,  some  water.”  “Any  thing  else?”  “No.” 
When  fully  awake,  she  said  she  felt  fatigued — 
she  usually  ielt  refreshed  by  the  magnetic  operation; 
was  totally  unconscious  of  every  thing  that  occur- 
red while  asleep;  did  not  know  how  long  she  had 
been  asleep. 

Her  pulse  was  not  taken  after  she  awoke. 

CHARLES  POYEN. 


ANOTHER  SNAKE  STORY. 

From  the  Wheeling  Gazette. 

About  a fortnight  ago,  as  the  Mogul  steamer, 
bound  from  New  Orleans  to  St.  Louis,  was  proceed- 
ing up  the  Mississippi,  and  had  arrived  in  that  part 
of  the  river  directly  opposite  to  the  clitis  of  Sel- 
ma, an  immense  aquatic  serpent  was  observed,  at 
the  distance  of  a quarter  of  a league,  by  several  of 
the  passengers,  to  direct  its  course  towards  the  ves- 
sel with  all  that  awkwardness  of  motion  so  peculiar 
to  large  unwieldly  bodies,  lifting  at  times  a large 
portion  of  its  enormous  body  above  the  surface  of 
the  water,  and  desirous,  as  it  were,  of  taking  an 
extensive  view  around  and  ascertaining  the  imme- 
diate cause  of  the  agitation  of  its  watery  dominions. 

As  the  vessel  approached,  straightway  the  lengthy 
monster  of  the-  deep  began  to  distort  its  hideous 
and  misshapen  body  into  a variety  of  the  most  fan- 
tastic gyrations;  at  one  time,  darting  impetuously 
forward  its  voluminous  folds  in  a direct  line  towards 
the  vessel  with  an  undulatory  motion,  which  excited 
in  the  minds  of  the  female  passengers,  in  particu- 
lar, serious  apprehensions  for  their  immediate  safe- 
ty; at  another,  submerging  its  head  and  the  ante- 
rior part  of  its  squamous  body  in  the  surrounding 
element,  and  lashing  it  with  inconceivable  fury  into 
a broad  and  whitening  sheet  of  circumanbientfoam. 
My  informant  who  happened  to  be  a passenger  on 
board,  assured  me  that  its  total  length  must  have 
been  from  seventy-five  to  eighty  feet,  and  that  the 
circumference  of  its  body,  which,  in  bulk,  resem- 
bled that  of  an  ordinary  sized  tree,  could  not  have 
measured  less  than  from  5 to  6 feet  at  least. 

Alarm  to  a considerable  extent  pervaded  the 
minds  of  many  on  board,  lest  in  the-  event  of  its 
nearer  approach,  it  might  fling  its  prodigious  folds 
across  the  boat,  and  thereby  unfortunately  consign 
all  on  board  to  a watery  grave.  The  man  at  the 
helm  was  forthwith  ordered  to  tack  without  delay, 
and  steer  as  wide  of  it  as  present  circumstances  and 
the  depth  of  the  channel  would  permit;  while  the 
carpenter  and  some  others  of  the  boat’s  crew  were 
ordered  to  be  in  immediate  readiness,  with  axes  anil 
other  instruments  of  destruction,  in  order  to  sever 
the  monster’s  body,  in  case  it  should  come  unfortu- 
nately in  contact  with  the  vessel.  Most  happily, 
however,  for  the  safety  of  all,  no  such  necessity  ex- 
isted. At  length,  when  the  unwieldly  animal,  af- 
ter repeated  efforts,  found  itself  incapable,  by  rea- 
son of  its  enormous  length,  of  overtaking  the  boat 
—straightway  it  appeared  to  experience  all  the 
frightful  agony  of  maddening  disappointment  and 
despair,  writhing  and  distorting  its  squamous  body 
into  succession  of  the  most  marvellous  and  intricate 
convolutions,  and  rearing  itself  again  into  the  atti- 
tude of  some  tall  and  stately  pillar,  at  which  time 
its  resplendent  hues,  radiant  as  the  rainbow,  and 
beautifully  diversified  with  alternate  stripes  of  green 
and  gold,  and  sundry  linear  variations  of  color, 
which,  varying  with  every  change  of  light,  reflect- 
ed a gleam  of  inconceivable  lustre  ana  beauty  in 
the  rays  of  the  setting  sun. 

A gentleman  on  board,  by  the  aid  of  a small  mi- 
croscope, was  enabled  to  take  an  accurate  observa- 
tion of  its  body,  and  of  its  head,  in  particular,  which, 
he  remarks,  from  its  extraordinary  magnitude,  and 
the  singular  elongation  of  its  jaws,  denoted  the 
monster’s  uncommon  capability  of  swallowing  bo- 
dies of  no  ordinary  dimensions.  As  the  vessel 
gradually  moved  away,  leaving  the  aquatic  monster 
of  the  deep  immeasurably  behind — it  then,  for  the 
last  time  seen  by  the  passengers,  appeared  to  be  sta- 
tionary, with  its  body  reared  aloft  in  the  attitude  of 
a colossal  arch,  its  head  and  tail,  appearing  in  the 
distance,  to  rest  only  upon  the  waters.  Whether 
this  animal,  so  extraordinary  in  its  size,  and  appa- 
rently ferocious  in  its  nature,  is,  according  to  the 
classification  of  fishes  by  Linneus,  to  be  ranked 
among  the  larger  species  of  sea  serpents,  or  not,  I 
leave  to  others,  at  present,  better  acquainted  with 
the  subject  to  determine. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I have  been  informed  by 
a gentleman  of  a similar  one  seen  by  him  a few 
years  ago,  while  travelling  up  the  Missouri  river. — 
Whether  these  animals  are  indigenous  with  these 
waters,  or  have  originally  come  from  the  sea  hither, 
indeed  I conceive  form  a fit  and  interesting  subject 
of  inquiry  for  the  naturalist.  Should  the  above 
prove  in  any  wise  interesting  to  your  very  intelli- 
gent readers,  it  will  afford  gratification  to 

Yours,  T.  R N. 
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FOREIGN  CHRONICLE. 

The  sultan  Mahmoud  is  virtually  half  a Chris- ! 
tian.  It  may  not  be  generally  known  that  his 
mother  was  a French  lady  of  Martinique  who  was 
captured  by  Barbary  corsairs  on  her  passage  to 
France,  anti  by  a vagary  of  fortune  ultimately  in- 
stalled in  the  seraglio  of  the  then  sultan  as  the 
favorite  sultana.  From  her  Mahmoud  has  inherited 
his  good  sense,  his  chivalrous  courtesy  and  his  li- 
beral principles. 

The  English  language.  Ascham,  in  the  epistle 
prefixed  to  his  “Toxophilus,”  1571,  observes  that 
“Mayne  Englishe  writesrs  usinge  straunge  wordes 
as  Lattine,  Frenche  and  Italian,  do  make  al  things 
darke  and  harde.  Ones,”  says  he,  “I  communed 
with  a man  which  reasoned  the  Englishe  tongue  to 
be  enriched  and  encreased  thereby,  sayinge:  ‘Who 
will  not  prayse  that  feast,  where  a man  shall  drinke 
at  a dinner  both  wyne,  ale  and  beere?’  Truly 
(quoth  I)  they  be  al  good  every  one  taken  by  it- 
self alone;  but  if  you  put  malmesye  and  sack, 
redde  wyne,  and  shall  make  a drinke  neither 
easye  to  be  knowen  nor  holsom  for  the  bodye.” 

A good  fat  fee.  The  Agra  Ukhbar  of  May  21 
says  that  the  rajah  of  Lahore  had  lately  dismissed 
his  English  surgeon,  Dr.  Harland,  for  refusing  to 
relieve  his  highness  of  a paralytic  affection  of  the 
face,  unless  he  was  first  paid  a lak  of  rupees  as  a 
fee.  A lak  is  equivalent,  we  believe,  to  some 
thousands  of  dollars. 

Lord  Brougham.  A dinner  is  to  be  given  to  lord 
Brougham,  at  Edinburgh,  a mode  of  doing  him  ho- 
nor which  is  not  much  relished  by  certain  of  his 
own  party.  The  Examiner  says: 

“When  Brummell  quarrelled  with  the  prince  re- 

fent,  he  said,  ‘Egad,  I’ll  punish  the  shabby  dog; 
’ll  bring  the  old  king  into  fashion.’  In  like  man- 
ner some  radical,  hostile  to  the  ministry,  proposes 
to  punish  it  by  bringing  lord  Brougham  into  fashion. 
They  are  dragging  him  out  like  apiece  of  furniture 
drawn  from  a lumber-room,  and  scouring  and  fur- 
nishing and  rubbing  up  the  varnish,  and  vamping 
and  coaxing  together  broken  joints,  and  trying  to 
persuade  themselves  that  it  is,  after  all,  a very 
handsome  article,  which  will  serve  its  turn  vastly 
well  if  it  be  not  looked  at  too  closely.” 

The  sister  of  Miss  Penelope  Smyth  (princess  of 
Capua)  has  just  been  married  to  a nobleman  of  Na- 
ples. 

Two  splendid  English  carnages,  the  ornaments 
of  solid  silver,  are  to  be  shipped  to  Rio  for  the  coro- 
nation of  the  juvenile  emperor. 

Hoxne  church,  Suffolk,  which  is  the  oldest  erect- 
ed by  the  East  Argles,  has  lately  received  the  do- 
nation of  a superb  organ  from  gen.  Kerrison. 

Shooting  parsons.  In  the  published  list  of  game 
certificates  for  the  county  of  Derby  we  observe  22 
names  with  reverend  attached  to  them;  and  in  the 
Yorkshire  list  there  are  91. 

The  Austrian  government,  after  its  disgraceful 
cruelties  to  the  Lombards,  has  granted  an  amnesty 
to  54  persons  banished  thence  since  1822,  for  poli- 
tical delinquencies. 

In  order  to  accelerate  the  completion  of  the 
Greenwich  railway  which  is  raised  on  iron  columns 
over  the  road,  5 to  600  men  have  been  employed 
upon  it  night  and  day. 

The  48th  or  Northamptonshire  regiment,  which 
gallantly  turned  the  disasters  of  Talavera  after  the 
rashness  of  the  guards,  is  stationed  at  Manchester, 
after  18  years  absence  in  India. 

The  amount  of  water  cresses  daily  consumed  in 
Paris  and  which  are  gathered  chiefly  about  Chan- 
tilly, is  computed  at  £250. 

When  queen  Anne,  wishing  to  compliment  Dr. 
South  upon  one  of  his  sermons,  observed  that  it  was 
too  short,  he  made  the  since  famous  reply  that  he 
would  have  made  it  shorter  if  he  had  had  more  time. 
Would  that  modern  speakers  and  writers  would  em- 
ploy a little  more  frequently  of  this  meliorating  pro- 
cess! For,  in  truth,  “a  crude  abundance  is  the  dis- 
ease of  our  American  style.”  Bulk,  rather  than 
quality,  seems  to  be  the  measure  of  value,  and  our 
writers  naturally  enough  study  addition,  rather  than 
subtraction. 

The  wooden  walls  of. Old  England  are  to  be  built 
of  French  oak;  300  loads  of  which,  that  had  been 
floating  down  the  Loire  from  Brittany,  have  reach- 
ed the  Portsmouth  dock  yard.  This  is  capturing 
French  naval  timber  sooner  than  lord  Nelson  did  it. 

A hoax.  A Paris  letter  writer  says — “A  hoax 
was  practised  on  the  academy  of  sciences,  at  its 
last  meeting  on  Monday.  An  unknown  individual 
ushered  in,  while  the  academy  was  sitting,  a fel- 
low dressed  as  a South  Sea  Islander,  whom  he  re- 


presented as  a native  of  Polynesia.  The  latter  | 
performedhis  part  remarkably  well,  remained  stand- 
ing in  the  «entre  of  the  hall,  staring  wildly  at  those  I 
around  him  and  even  showed  several  parts  of  hi; 
body  that  hid  been  tattooed.  He  of  course  attract- 
ed much  curiositj';  but  what  was  the  disappoint- 
ment of  the  assembly  when  M.  Geoffrey  de  St. 
Hilaire  annocnced  that  the  savage  was  an  Euro- 
pean sailor.” 

Turkey.  It  is  said  that  the  Russians  have  play- 
ed sultan  Mahmoud  a shabby  trick  in  restoring  to 
him  his  fortress  of  Silistria  in  a very  dilapidated 
condition,  and  stripped  of  every  gun  that  was  good 
for  any  thing.  The  insurrection  in  Bosina  has 
been  completely  put  down. 

Madame  Malibran  denied  on  her  death  bed  that 
she  had  ever  been  addicted  to  intemperance.  A 
friend  of  hers  for  many  years,  sir  George  Smart, 
coroborates  this  denial,  in  the  most  explicit  terms. 
The  excitement  incident  to  performances  such  as 
hers  might  well  be  mistaken  for  intoxication. 

A colossal  statue  to  Shakspeare  is  to  be  erected 
in  London,  designed  by  doctor  Carque.  It  is  to  be 
raised  on  an  elevation  of  200  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  Thames.  The  pedestal  is  to  be  50  feet,  and 
the  statue  80  feet  high.  This  is  a larger  statue  than 
was  ever  erected  to  any  individual.  The  cost  to  be 
£20,000.  The  king  and  queen  had  consented  to 
be  the  patron  and  patroness  of  the  project. 

The  tomb  of  Offa  has  lately  been  discovered  in 
digging  a vault  in  the  church  of  Hamel.  The  cof- 
fin was  stuck  about  four  feet  beneath  the  surface, 
and  taken  up  entire.  An  inscription  was  discover- 
ed on  the  coffin,  proving  the  remains  to  be  those  of 
Oft'a,  the  celebrated  king  of  the  Mereians,  who 
built  the  Abbey  of  St.  Albans  and  who  died  in  the 
eighth  century.  The  coffin  is  said  to  be  a very  cu- 
rious piece  of  workmanship. 

Stealing  dogs’  tails.  The  singular  bounty  offered 
in  Sydney,  New  Holland,  for  killing  dogs  by  pro- 
ducing in  evidence  their  tails,  has  led  to  the  practice 
among  the  loafers  of  that  convict  colony,  to  curtail 
the  appendages  of  all  the  animals  of  this  species 
running  abroad  as  a more  brief  way  of  reaching  the 
reward  in  question.  The  municipal  government 
now  wisely  require  the  carcass  also  to  be  produced. 

Among  the  curiosities  in  the  national  library  at 
Berlin,  is  said  to  be  the  identical  bible  used  by 
Charles  I,  on  the  scaffold. 


DOMESTIC  CHRONICLE. 

Specie.  The  influx  of  silver  into  the  United 
States  from  Mexico  and  Cuba,  via  New  Orleans, 
appears  to  be  very  great  this  season.  We  scarcely 
open  a New  Orleans  paper  in  which  the  arrival  of 
some  thousands  of  dollars  is  not  mentioned.  On 
the  11th  ultimo,  $120,000  were  received  by  De 
Lizardi  & Co.  from  Havana,  and  but  a short  time 
before  $50,000  were  received  by  the  same  house 
from  the  same  place. 

The  editor  of  the  Philadelphia  National  Gazette 
states,  on  competent  authority,  that  there  is  at  this 
moment  in  Mexico  an  amount  of  ore,  valued  at 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  remaining  useless  on  the 
surface,  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  quicksilver; 
the  process  of  smelting  depending,  in  a great  de- 
gree, upon  an  adequate  supply  of  that  metal. 

Opening  of  the  first  rail  road  in  Maine.  The  first 
locomotive  ever  put  into  operation  in  Maine  was 
that  which  commenced  running  on  the  2 1st  ultimo, 
on  that  part  of  Bangor  and  Piscataqua  rail  road  just 
completed,  as  far  as  Old  Town.  The  vast  lumber 
trade  here  and  at  Oronto,  through  both  of  which 
the  road  passes,  makes  this  road  one  of  great  im- 
portance. 

Promotions  in  the  army.  Major  John  Bliss,  1st 
infantry,  to  be  lieut.  col.  in  6th  infantry,  vice  D. 
Baker,  deceased.  Captain  and  brevet  major  John 
Garland,  3d  infantry,  to  be  major  of  the  1st  infantry, 
vice  Bliss,  promoted.  First  lieutenant,  .1.  W.  Cotton, 
to  be  captain  of  the  3d  infantry,  vice  Garland,  pro- 
moted. First  lieutenant,  A.  S.  Miller,  1st  infantry, 
to  be  captain,  vice  Boyce,  resigned.  First  lieut. 
L.  T.  Janison,  5th  infantry,  to  be  captain,  vice  T. 
Hunt,  resigned. 

Exploring  expedition.  This  expedition  will  ren- 
dezvous at  Norfolk  forthwith,  and  sail  some  time 
during  the  winter.  It  will  consist  of  the 

United  States  frigate  Macedonian,  master  com- 
mandant Armstrong,  bearing  the  broad  pendant  of 
commodore  Thomas  Ap  C.  Jones: 

The  barques  Pioneer,  lieut.  com.  Tatnall,  and 
Consort,  lieutenant  com.  Glynn — both  built  for  the 
service  at  the  Boston  yard: 

The  store  ship  Relief,  lieut.  com.  Dornin,  built 
at  the  Philadelphia  yard,  and  the  schooner  Pilot, 
built  at  the  New  York  yard.  [Fred.  Arena. 


Farewell  to  steam!  There  seems  no  limit  to  the 
surprising  inventive  faculties  of  our  countrymen. 
We  learn  by  the  Freehold,  (N.  J.)  Inquirer  tiiat  on 
the  8th  December,  and  following  days  there  will 
take  place  in  that  town  under  the  direction  of  an 
examining  committee,  a series  of  experiments  with 
a new  propelling  power  for  rail  roads,  invented  by 
Mr.  U.  Emmons,  of  that  town,  and  called  the  spring 
power  locomotive.  The  speed  is  computed  at  from 
70  to  100  miles  per  hour!  and  that  entirely  effected 
by  springs,  of  which  there  are  500  in  the  locomotive. 
No  danger  of  explosions  here. 

Slander.  A suit  brought  by  Nicholas  Mills,  of 
Richmond,  Ya.  against  Joseph  Mason,  a merchant 
of  Petersburg,  Ya.  for  slanderous  words  uttered  by 
the  defendant’s  wife  in  reference  to  the  plaintiff's 
daughter,  came  on  for  hearing  at  the  present  term 
of  tne  superior  court,  now  in  session  at  Petersburg, 
and  after  occupying  eight  days,  terminated  on 
Saturday  last.  The  jury  after  retiring  for  a few 
moments  returned  a verdict  of  damages  to  the 
amount  of  Jive  thousand  dollars  against  the  defen- 
dant, accompanied  by  a special  verdict,  expressing 
in  the  strongest  terms,  their  entire  confidence  in 
the  innocence  of  the  accused.  Forty  witnesses 
were  examined  on  the  trial. 

Gen.  George  W.  Jones  has  been  elected  as  tire 
delegate  in  congress  from  the  territory  of  Wiscon- 
sin by  a large  majority.  The  vote  stood — for 
Jones  3,522 — Meeker  669. 

Reduction  of  duties.  We  are  assured,  says  the 
New  York  Star,  that  a numerous  and  respectable 
petition  will  immediately  be  sent  to  Washington, 
after  the  meeting  of  congress,  to  reduce  the  duties 
on  coal,  cheese  and  butter;  these  are  articles  which 
the  poor  ought  to  receive  at  much  lower  rates. — 
Also  to  reduce,  or  wholly  take  off,  the  duties  on 
foreign  wines  and  distilled  spirits.  In  our  notice 
the  other  day,  we  stated  that  1,200,000  bushels  of 
grain  are  yearly  distilled  in  this  city  and  environs, 
but  it  appeal's  that  2,000,000  is  the  correct  quanti- 
ty. To  take  the  duty  off  of  foreign  spirits  will  give 
us  plenty  of  bread,  and  no  more  intemperate  men 
than  at  the  present. 

Valuable  cargo.  The  bark  Fanny,  which  clear- 
ed at  New  Orleans  on  the  11th  nit.  for  Havre,  had 
on  board  2,263  bales  of  cotton,  weighing  912,922 
lbs.  valued  at  $159,597. 

The  Cincinnati  Republican  states  that  the  hon. 
G.  L.  Kinnard,  of  Indiana,  who  was  so  badly  scald- 
ed by  the  recent  distressing  accident  on  board  the 
steamboat  Flora,  is  in  a fair  way  of  recovery. 

Destructive  fire.  On  Saturday  morning  last,  a 
destructive  fire  broke  out  in  Johnstown,  Montgome- 
ry co.  N.  Y.  which  destroyed  a large  number  of 
buildings  and  their  contents,  covering  a loss  esti- 
mated at  $30,000.  Among  the  buildings  destroyed 
was  the  Episcopal  church,  with  its  fine  bell  and  the 
old  organ,  presented  to  the  church  by  sir  William 
Johnson  before  the  revolution. 

Vermont.  The  legislature  of  Vermont  adjourned 
a few  days  since,  after  passing  one  hundred  and  six- 
ty acts.  Among  them  is  one  requiring  the  stati 
treasurer  to  receive  its  share  of  the  surplus  revenue, 
whenever  paid  by  the  United  States,  and  deliver  it 
over  to  trustees  to  be  appointed  by  the  several  towns 
for  that  purpose,  in  proportion  to  the  population  of 
the  several  towns  in  1830,  to  be  loaned  to  the  citi- 
zens at  six  per  cent,  the  principal  to  remain  the 
property  of  the  several  towns,  unless  called  for  by 
the  United  States;  the  interest  to  be  appropriated 
to  the  support  of  common  schools;  distribution  to 
be  equalised  after  1840,  according  to  the  then  popu- 
lation of  the  towms. 

Wisconsin  territory.  The  territorial  legislature 
of  Wisconsin,  assembled,  for  the  first  time,  by  pro- 
clamation from  governor  Dodge,  at  Belmont,  Iowa 
county,  on  the  25th  ultimo.  On  the  following  day, 
the  governor  issued  his  message,  an  extract  from 
which  appears  in  the  Chicago  American.  He  re- 
commends the  legislature  to  immediately  organize 
the  several  courts  necessary  for  the  administration 
of  justice; — also,  that  the  legislature  memorialize 
congress  to  grant  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  actual 
settlers;  to  make  appropriations  for  internal  im- 
provements; to  cause  harbors  to  be  surveyed  and 
constructed;  and  light-houses  to  be  built;  to  orga- 
nize and  arm  the  militia,  See. 

A bank  failure.  In  consequence  of  the  recent 
failure  of  the  president  of  the  Nahant  bank,  at  Lynn, 
Massachusetts,  there  was  a run  on  the  institution 
last  week,  for  specie,  and  the  result  of  which  was, 
as  we  are  informed  by  our  Boston  correspondent, 
and  also  by  a gentleman  who  left  that  city  last  Sa- 
turday, that  the  bank,  unable  to  meet  its  notes  with 
specie,  was  obliged  to  stop  payment. 

[Bicknell’s  Reporter,  Nov.  22. 
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QCP“The  annual  message  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States  was  transmitted  to  both  houses  of 
congress  on  Tuesday  last,  and  is  inserted  in  subse- 
quent pages.  It  being  the  last  of  general  Jackson’s 
annual  messages  it  was,  from  the  peculiar  condi- 
tion of  the  country,  looked  for  with  much  anxiety, 
and  has,  we  think,  disappointed  both  parties  by  the 
moderation  of  its  tone,  and  the  calm  dignity  of  its 
language  in  reference  to  our  foreign  relations — es- 
pecially in  it3  comments  upon  the  position  we  oc- 
cupy in  the  controversy  waging  between  Texas  and 
Mexico.  That  portion  of  it  which  relates  to  the 
currency,  is  also  viewed  by  the  opponents  of  the 
administration  with  less  alarm  than  the  former  doc- 
trines advanced  by  the  president;  for  although  their 
experience  is  opposed  to  the  elfects  which  he 
asserts  have  beeu  produced  by  the  creation  of 
the  deposite  banks,  they  believe  the  worst  fruits 
of  that  system  have  been  witnessed,  and  that  in 
the  calm  which  will  speedily  succeed  the  late 
contest,  a more  enlarged  and  liberal  plan  for  ma- 
naging the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  country  will  be 
mutually  agreed  upon.  The  act  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  surplus  revenue,  which  received  the  re- 
luctant consent  of  the  president,  is  viewed  as  the 
source  of  many  evils  to  the  state  governments  and 
the  people.  It  is  not  our  province  to  discuss  that 
measure  in  the  bearings  presented;  but  there  is  ona 
operation  of  it  that  has  escaped  the  president’s  at- 
tention, which  is,  in  our  opinion,  pregnant  with 
more  mischiefs  to  the  poople  than  can  result  from 
the  most  liberal  distributions  of  the  surplus.  We 
allude  to  the  measures  of  the  deposite  banks  to 
to  meet  the  demands  of  the  government  for  the  dis- 
tributive funds  in  their  possession;  for  to  meet 
those  demands,  they  must  necessarily  curtail  their 
discounts  to  the  amount  of  funds  subject  to  the 
draft  of  the  treasury,  which  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  transfer  from  one  state  to  another.  And 
thus  the  surplus,  instead  of  enabling  the  deposite 
hanks  to  benefit  the  people,  is  made  the  source  of 
annoyance  and  vexation  by  unsettling  the  fiscal  re- 
lations of  the  country — for  we  all  know  the  guard- 
ed policy  of  banks,  which  induces  them  to  view 
each  other  with  distrust,  and  to  graduate  their 
issues  by  the  issues  of  other  institutions.  It  is  on 
this  principle  that  the  curtailment  of  one  or  two 
millions  of  discounts  by  a deposite  br.nlc,  or  its  re- 
fusal to  grant  discounts  to  the  same  amount,  checks 
the  ability  of  other  hanks  to  relieve  the  people — 
and  hence  some  of  the  difficulties  which  at  present 
embarrass  the  money  market. 

Under  the  present  system  it  is,  we  think,  impos- 
sible to  devise  a plan  by  which  the  revenue  can  be 
used  as  the  basis  of  discounts  by  the  deposite  banks, 
without  producing  the  evils  which  are  now  felt  in 
so  much  bitterness.  For  if  the  reductions  are  ever 
so  gradual  in  anticipation  of  the  annual  drafts  of 
the  treasury,  the  elfect  will  be  the  same,  though  its 
consequences  may  not  be  so  immediate — As  those 
hanks  cannot  from  the  peculiar  manner  in  which 
they  are  constituted,  act  with  that  unity  which  will 
maintain  a proper  equilibrium  in  the  fiscal  relations 
of  the  states:  and  they  must,  therefore,  either  keep  the 
government  funds  locked  up  in  thair  vaults,  or  use 
them  subject  to  the  fluctuations  which  the  antici- 
pation of  the  annual  demands  may  create. 

The  other  topics  are  discussed  in  a becoming 
spirit,  and,  as  a whole,  the  message  will  be  general- 
ly acceptable  to  the  people. 

QfijWVe  have  on  file  a number  of  articles  relating 
to  the  present  difficulties  in  the  money  market,  and 
the  alleged  misconduct  of  the  officers  of  certain 
banks,  which  shall  have  a place  in  our  next.  As 
a specimen  of  the  former,  we  insert  the  following 
from  the  Providence  “Courier,’’  which  cites  it  as  a 
“common  case.” 

A transaction.  The  following  transaction,  which 
took  place  in  Boston  during  the  last  week,  will 
give  some  idea  of  the  straits  to  which  even  the 
rich  are  reduced:  A rich  man  had  borrowed  ten 
thousand  dollars  of  an  institution,  which  circum- 
stances required  that  ho  should  pay  on  such  a day. 
He  gave  his  notes  to  one  of  our  banks  for  six 
months,  on  interest,  and  obtained  qotes  of  the  bank. 
Pie  then  paid  a broker  one  per  cent,  to  get  the  mo- 
ney for  him,  giving  those  notes  as  security.  The 
broker  obtained  the  money  at  two  and  a half  per 
cent,  a month  for  six  months!  Thus  eighteen  hun- 
dred dollars',  were  paid  for  tile  ten  thousand  dol- 
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lars  for  six  months.  How  many  can  alford  such 
sacrifices  long? 

{jr^-The  letter  of  Mr.  Biddle,  president  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  to  the  hon.  John  Quincy 
Adams,  in  relation  to  -he  affairs  of  that  institution, 
will  be  found  in  the  present  sheet,  and  is  particu- 
larly interesting  in  connection  with  the  president’s 
strictures  upon  the  late  bank. 

If  the  capital  of  the  United  States  batik  had  been 
distributed,  and  the  charter  broken  up,  the  division, 
according  to  Mr.  Biddle’s  letter,  would  have  been 
as  follows; 

There  were,  in  all,  3,417  stockholders:— Of  whom 
there  were  Pennsylvanians  590,  other  citizens  of 
the  United  States  2,267,  foreigners  560. 

To  these  the  funds  would  be  appropriated  as  fol- 


lows: 

To  the  New  England  states  $3,11 1,000 

New  York  and  New  Jersey  4,069,000 

Delaware,  Maryland  and  the  District 

of  Columbia  2,027,000 

Virginia  and  North  Carolina  834,000 

South  Carolina  and  Georgia  3,031,000 

Other  states  93,000 

Foreigners  9,1GS,000 

The  government  of  the  U.  States  6,278,000 

Pennsylvania  < 5,219,000 


Pennsylvania,  owning  little  more  than  five  mil- 
lions, now  has  the  use  and  management  of  thirty- 
five  millions  of  capital. 

fitf-The  express  mail,  bearing  the  president’s 
message,  arrived  in  Baltimore  from  Washington  in 
2 hours  and  5 minutes,  having  left  the  latter  city  at 
20  minutes  past  12,  and  arrived  in  the  former  at  25 
minutes  past  2 o’clock.  It  arrived  in  Philadelphia 
at  a quarter  past  9 o’clock  on  the  same  night,  and 
in  N.  York  at  5 minutes  past  2 on  the  next  morning. 

fiCJ-The  present  sheet  contains  the  report  of  the 
commissioners  of  N.  Hampshire  appointed  to  inves- 
tigate the  “Indian  Stream  difficulties;”  see  page  231. 

The  money  market.  Notwithstanding  the 
continuance  of  the  pressure,  Saturday  passed  off 
without  any  commercial  disaster.  The  payments 
of  merchants  on  that  day,  are  said  to  have  been 
eight  millions,  and  not  a note  lay  over.  An  opinion 
is  gaining  ground  that  the  crisis  is  past,  and  that 
tile  money  market  will  shortly  be  easier.  We  hope 
so.  On  Friday,  in  Philadelphia,  the  United  States 
bank  discounted  900,000  dollars,  and  the  Girard  bank 
$300,000.  Things  were  becoming  easier  there. 

[ N . Y.  Con.  of  Monday. 

In  reference  to  the  above,  the  New  York  "Ex- 
press" says,  that  the  900,000  dollars  which  the  U. 
States  bank  discounted  in  one  day,  was  in  mer- 
chants’ notes;  and  that  when  this  great  discount 
was  made,  the  directors  had  before  them  southern 
paper,  which,  if  cashed,  would  have  given  the  bank 
$'6,000  nett  profit  for  the  exchange. 

A great  day.  The  amount  of  notes  which 
fell  due  on  Friday  and  Saturday  was  very  great, 
especially  among  the  grocers.  On  Saturday  the 
amount  paid  into  the  banks  was  estimated  at  eight 
millions  of  dollars.  Every  merchant’s  note  was 
promptly  paid.  [IV.  Y.  Jour,  of  Com. 

From  Florida.  The  Jacksonville  Courier  of 
the  24th  nit.  contains  a letter  from  col,  Mills,  con- 
firming the  accounts  received  a law  days  ago,  of 
two  actions  with  the  Seminoles,  by  the  forces  under 
general  Call.  The  Wythlacoocheo  wascrossed  on 
the  13th  of  November,  with  the  friendly  Creeks, 
commanded  by  col.  Pierce,  three  hundred  regulars 
and  col.  Mills’  battalion  of  East  Florida  volunteers. 
On  the  same  day,  a detachment  of  the  Tennessee 
volunteers  encountered  and  defeated  the  Indians  at 
Warm  Spring,  not  far  from  the  Wahoo  Swamp,  sup- 
posed to  be  about  four  hundred  strong;  nineteen 
were  found  dead  after  the  action.  Next  day,  gov. 
Call  met,  it  is  supposed,  the  whole  body  of  the  ene- 
my in  the  Wahoo  Swamp,  and  after  a short  brush, 
it  being  night,  he  thought  it  best  to  retreat  a short 
distance,  to  encamp,  where  he  intended  to  remain 
until  he  effected  a junction  with  the  other  division 
of  the  army.  The  whole  American  force  that  had 
left  Fort  Drane,  is  two  thousand  two  hundred. 


Michigan.  A state  convention  is  to  be  held  on 
the  14th  inst.  for  the  purpose  of  reversing  the  deci- 
sion of  the  former  convention  rejecting  the  terms 
presented  by  congress  for  the  admission  of  that  ter- 
ritory into  the  union  as  a member  ol‘ the  confedera- 
cy. There  is  little  doubt  that  the  new  convention 
will  accept  the  terms  of  admission.  It  will  be 
seen,  however,  in  our  items  of  election  news,  that 
she  has  chosen  electors  of  president  and  vice  presi- 
dent, as  if  she  was  already  a member  of  the  union. 

From  Mexico*.  A letter  to  the  editors  of  the 
New  York  Daily  “Express,”  dated  Mexico,  Octo- 
ber 22,  says— It  is  not  improbable  that  Mr.  Ellis, 
the  American  charge  at  Mexico,  will  soon  demand 
lira  passports,  and  go  home.  I learn  that  he  ' has 
sent  to  the  government  a long  list  of  complaints, 
demanding  answers  within  a reasonable  time,  and 
also  reparation  for  the  violation  of  the  flag  of  the 
United  States  in  the  seizure  of  an  Amerrican  brig 
at  Vera  Cruz. 

It  is  the  report  that  he  will  go  home  if  these  de- 
mands are  not  answered  satisfactorily.  I learn 
that  many  dajrs  have  elapsed,  and  that  no  answer 
has  been  given.  I am  certain  that  he  will  go  home 
if  no  satisfaction  is  given.  Mr.  Ellis  at  the  pre- 
sent time  is  in  poor  health,  which  may  delav  his 
departure,  or  protract  his  negotiations. 

On  the  part  of  the  priests  and  the  present  go- 
vernment, there  is  no  good  feeling  towards  the  U. 
States.  North  Americans  live  an  uneasy  life  here, 
not  knowing  what  to  expect  from  day  to  day.  I 
send  this  letter  to  take  its  chance  by  the  way  of 
Havana. 

Texas.  The  hon.  Wm.  H.  Wharton,  appoint- 
ed minister  to  this  government  from  Texas,  with 
full  powers  to  procure  the  acknowledgement  of  the 
independence  of  that  country  and  its  annexation  to 
the  United  States,  has  arrived  at  New  Orleans. 

The  government  now  consists  of  Samuel  Hous- 
ton, president,  M.  B.  Lamar,  vice  president,  T.  J. 
Rush-.,  secretary  of  war,  H.  Smith,  secretary  of  state, 
S.  F.  Austin,  secretary  of  the  treasury  arid  George 
Fisher,  secretary  of  the  navy.  We  have  before  us 
inaugural  addresses  from  president  Houston  and 
vice  president  Lamar,  which,  with  some  resolutions 
passed  by  the  congress,  in  relation  to  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  independence  of  the  country,  shall  have 
a place  in  the  next  “Register.” 

Two  commissioners  had  arrived  from  Mexico,  to 
negotiate  for  a peace  and  an  arrangement  of  diffi- 
culties. They  had  been  allowed  an’interview  with 
Santa  Ana,  but  the  propositions  they  were  autho- 
rised to  make  had  not  transpired. 

The  blockade  of  Matainoras  has  been  raised  by 
president  Houston. 

Tue  Texas  Telegraph  was  again  suggesting  and 
advocating,  by  authority  as  supposed,  the  appoint- 
ment of  general  James  Hamilton,  of  South  Caroli- 
na, to  tiie  chief  command  of  the  Texian  armies. 

“Capt.  Ethan  Allen  Hitchcock,  of  the  U. 
States  army,  and  aid  to  gen.  Gaines  in  his  Florida 
and  Sabine  campaigns,  has  been  appointed  governor 
of  Libaria.  He  is  a very  efficient  officer  and  aq 
estimable  man.” 

[We  find  the  above  in  the  New  York  papers.  It 
is  true,  we  believe,  that  captain  Hitchcock  has 
been  offered,  by  a unanimous  vote  of  the  board  of 
managers,  the  office  of  governor  of  Liberia,  but  it 
is  not  known  whether  he  accepts  the  appointment. 
We  cordially  unite  in  file  favorable  opinion  ex- 
pressed of  his  qualifications,  which,  indeed,  we 
deem  superior  to  those  of  any  other  citizen  within 
our  knowledge  for  the  office  in  question,  and  there- 
fore, as  friends  of  the  society,  we  sincerely  hope 
he  will  accept  the  trust  which  has  been  tendered  to 
him.  [Nat.  Intel.] 

A business  transaction.  The  N.  Y.  Journal 
of  Commerce  states  that  Mr.  Stevens,  a jeweller  in 
Dev  street,  who  was  some  time  ago  robbed  of  a laree 
amount  of  jewelry,  for  the  recovery  of  which  he 
offered  a reward  of  4,000  dollars,  was  accosted  in 
the  street  a few  evenings  since,  and  told  if  he  would 
call  at  a certain  house,  at  an  hour  named,  and  pay 
the  4,000  dollars,  he  should  receive  back  his  jewel- 
ry. He  did  so — paid  his  money,  and  received  his 
property. 
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The  president’s  health.  From  the  “Globe” 
of  Tuesday.  The  health  of  the  president  has  gradu- 
ally improved,  but  he  is  still  extremely  feeble,  and 
unable  to  meet  company.  He  gives  his  attention, 
a few  hours  every  dav,  to  communications  laid  be- 
fore him  by  his  cabinet;  but  he  is  absolutely  inter- 
dicted by  his  physician  (Dr.  Hunt)  from  receiving 
his  friends,  as  the  elfort  to  converse  threatens  a re- 
turn of  the  hemorrhage,  which,  in  his  present  weak 
condition,  might  be  attended  with  instant  suffoca- 
tion. 

The  military  court  of  inquiry,  as  will  be 
seen  in  another  part  of  this  sheet,  is  now  duly  or- 
ganized at  Frederick,  Md.  Gen.  Scott  opened  his 
defence  on  Tuesday,  and  the  examination  of  wit- 
nesses commenced  on  Wednesday.  Gen.  Gaines 
had  not  yet  reached  that  place,  having  been  detain- 
ed at  Mobile  by  the  indisposition  of  his  lady,  who, 
we  regret  to  state,  died  in  that  city  on  the  29th  ult. 
after  a protracted  illness. 

Express  mail.  We  learn  from  the  Globe,  that 
an  arrangement  has  been  made,  by  which  the  ex- 
press mail  going  east,  will  leave  Washington,  dur- 
ing the  session  of  congress,  at  six  o’clock  in  the 
evening,  arrive  in  Baltimore  at  8$,  in  Philadelphia 
at  6J  next  morning,  and  in  New  York  at  3 the  next 
evening. 

An  attempt  was  made  on  Sunday  morning  to 
stop  the  express  mail  south  of  Philadelphia,  on  the 
Gray’s  ferry  road  beyond  the  bridge. 

The  express  mail  of  yesterday,  between  this  city 
and  New  York,  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire,  which 
was  not  extinguished  until  two  of  the  paper  bags 
were  partially  destroyed.  \Nat.  Gaz. 

Appointments  by  the  president.  Andrew 
Jackson,  jr,  to  be  secretary  under  the  6th  section  of 
the  act  to  reorganize  the  general  land  office,  approv- 
ed the  4th  of  July,  1836,  in  the  place  of  A.  J.  Don- 
elson,  resigned. 

Matthew  Burchard,  of  Ohio,  to  be  solicitor  of  the 
general  land  office,  in  the  place  of  Wyllis  Silliman, 
declined. 

Pennsylvania.  The  legislature  commenced 
its  session  on  Monday  last,  gen.  Cunningham  (anti- 
V.  B.)  was  elected  speaker  of  the  senate — for  Cun- 
ningham 18,  A.  H.  Piead  13,  David  Middlecoff  1 
and  William  T.  Rogers  1.  Lewis  Dewart  (Y.  B.) 
was  elected  speaker  of  the  house.  The  whigs  run 
John  Parker,  and  the  anti-masons  Walter  Oliver. 
Dewart  received  63  votes,  John  Parker  9,  Walter 
Oliver  19,  Hopkins  1. 

Virginia.  On  Monday  last  the  legislature  of 
this  state  commenced  its  session.  Stafford  H.  Par- 
ker was  unanimously  elected  speaker  of  the  senate, 
and  Linn  Banks,  without  opposition,  speaker  of  the 
house  of  delegates. 

The  majority,  officially  ascertained,  for  the  Van 
Buren  ticket  in  this  state,  is  6,893  votes.  Other 
votes,  “not  strictly  in  form,”  says  the  Enquirer, 
and  therefore  not  counted,  would  have  made  the 
total  majority  in  Virginia  for  the  Van  Buren  ticket 
7,433. 

North  Carolina.  The  hon.  Robert  Strange 
has  been  chosen  a senator  of  the  United  States  by 
the  legislature  of  this  state,  to  fill  the  temporary 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Man- 
gum.  The  vote  stood  thus: — Strange  (V.  B.)  85; 
Settle  j(whig)  83;  scattering,  (a  whig  vote)  1. — 
The  legislature  has  determined,  almost  unanimous- 
ly, to  accept  that  portion  of  the  surplus  revenue 
allotted  to  North  Carolina  under  the  deposite  act. 

South  Carolina.  The  legislature  of  this  state 
met  at  Columbia  on  Monday  week.  Patrick  No- 
ble was  elected  president  of  the  senate,  .and  D.  L, 
Wardlaw  was  elected  speaker  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives. From  the  message  of  gov.  McDuffie 
we  have  published  an  extract  relative  to  the  revo- 
lution in  Texas,  which  cannot  fail  to  command  the 
attention  of  our  readers 

Georgia.  The  Augusta  Sentinel  of  the  2dinst. 
announces  the  resignation  of  colonel  George  W.  B. 
Towns,  a member  of  the  house  of  representatives 
from  this  state.  His  resignation  only  extends  to 
the  present  session  of  congress,  and  not  to  the  seat 
to  which  he  was  elected  in  October.  He  gives  as 
a reason  for  his  resignation  the  vote  of  the  state  for 
judge  White,  which  he  thinks  equivalent  to  an  in- 
struction to  resign. 

Alabama,  Col.  McKinley  of  Lauderdale,  has 
been  elected  a senator  from  this  state,  in  place  of 


Mr.  Moore,  whose  term  of  service  expires  on  the 
4th  of  March  next.  The  vote  stood,  for  McKinley 
72,  for  Hopkins  43. 

Missouri.  The  legislature  of  this  state  met  at 
Jefferson  on  the  21st  ult.  Mr.  Jamison  was  elect- 
ed speaker  of  the  house  without  opposition.  We 
have  not  seen  a copy  of  the  governor’s  message. 

Arkansas.  This  state  has  passed  resolutions 
directing  its  senators  to  vote  in  favor  of  Mr.  Ben- 
ton’s expunging  resolutions.  The  legislature  has 
also  chartered  two  banks,  one  a state  bank  with  a 
capital  of  a million  and  a half  of  dollars;  the  other 
a real  estate  bank  with  a capital  of  two  millions  of 
dollars,. 

Senator  Porter.  The  Louisiana  Advertiser  of 
November  25,  says:  “The  hon.  Mexander  Porter 
expects  to  leave  his  residence  at  Oaklawn,  in  At- 
takapas,  about  the  10th  of  December,  to  resume 
his  seat  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  by  the 
time  congress  is  ready  to  commence  active  busi- 
ness.” 

The  annual  treasury  report  was  trans- 
mitted to  both  houses  of  congress  on  the  first  day  of 
the  session.  It  shall  have  a place  in  our  next — in 
the  meantime  we  avail  ourselves  of  the  following 
abstract  of  its  contents  prepared  by  the  editors  of 
the  “Intelligencer.” 

Receipts  and  expenditures  for  1836.  The  balance 
in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of  January  last  was 
$>•26,749,803.  The  receipts  for  1836  are  estimated 
at  $47,691,898,  of  which  the  receipts  from  customs 
for  the  three  first  quarters  have  been  $17,523,151, 
and  the  receipts  from  lands  $20,048,029.  The  ex- 
penditures for  1836  are  ascertained  and  estimated  at 
$31,435,032,  of  which  the  payments  for  the  mili- 
tary service,  (including  fortifications),  during  the 
three  first  quarters,  have  amounted  to  $13,010,061. 

Deducting  the  expenditures  of  the  year,  ascer- 
tained and  probable,  from  the  receipts,  the  balance 
which  will  be  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1837,  is  estimated  at  $43,005,669,  and,  deducting 
the  “unavailable  funds”  of  $1,080,000,  leaving  “the 
available  balance”  $41,925,669.  [This  does  not 
include  the  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  post  office 
department  at  the  end  of  the  year,  estimated  at 
$513,920.] 

Revenue  and  expenditures  for  1837.  The  receipts 
are  estimated  as  follows:  customs,  $16,500,000; 
lands,  $5,000,000;  bank  stock  and  miscellaneous, 
$2,500,000.  The  expenditures  (including  1,000,000 
dollars  for  usual  excess  of  appropriations  beyond 
estimates)  are  estimated  at  $26,755,831. 

Imports  and  exports.  The  imports  during  the 
year  ending  30th  September,  1836;  are  ascertained 
and  estimated  at  $173,540,000,  shewing  an  increase, 
compared  with  the  preceding  year,  of  $23,644,258. 
The  exports  during  the  same  period  are  ascertained 
and  estimated  at  $121,789,000,  of  which  101,105,000 
dollars  were  domestic  products,  and  the  residue 
foreign,  exhibiting  an  aggregate  increase,  compar- 
ed with  the  preceding  year,  of  $35,423,  and  an 
amount  exceeding  the  average  of  the  last  three 
years  by  $5,829,150. 

The  surplus  revenue.  The  recommendations  of  the 
last  annual  report  are  renewed,  and  reductions  sug- 
gested of  duties  on  raw  materials  of  foreign  origin 
used  in  some  of  our  important  manufactures,  and 
next  on  articles  of  comfort  and  necessity  lor  the 
people  generally.  A prohibition  of  the  sale  of  the 
public  domain  to  any  but  actual  settlers  is  also  men- 
tioned as  another  mode  of  curtailing  the  revenue. 

The  public  money.  An  account  is  given  of  the 
measures  adopted  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  June 
23d,  1836,  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public 
money,  and  some  recommendations  are  made  of 
prospective  provisions  on  the  subject,  such  as  au- 
thority to  discontinue  as  deposite  banks,  when  no 
longer  necessary,  those  selected  under  the  late  act, 
&c. 

The  mint  and  the  currency.  The  coinage  of  the 
mint,  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber, 1836,  has  been,  of  gold,  $3,619,440,  and  of  sil- 
ver, $2,877,000.  The  establishment  of  a gold  coin 
of  one  dollar  is  again  urged  upon  congress.  The 
quantity  of  gold  now  in  the  country  is  estimated  at 
$15,000,000.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  calcu- 
lates the  whole  specie  in  the  country  in  October, 
1833,  at  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  whole 
specie  now  in  the  country  at  seventy-three  millons. 
Various  speculations  on  the  subject  occupy  a num- 
ber of  pages  in  this  part  of  the  report. 

Miscellaneous.  The  report  concludes  with  seve- 
ral suggestions  of  a miscellaneous  character,  among 
which  the  renewed  recommendation  of  the  adoption 
of  measures  for  regulating  steamboat  navigation 


I must  meet  with  very  general  approbation  from  all 
those  who  have  as  much  horror  as  wc  have  of  those 
appalling  catastrophes  which  class  themselves  un- 
der the  head  of  “steamboat  disasters!” 

The  treasury.  Treasury  department,  Dec.  2, 
1836.  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  se- 
nate of  the  1st  July  last,  directing  that,  “during  the 
ensuing  recess  of  congress  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury cause  to  be  published,  at  the  commencement 
of  each  month,  a statement  of  the  amount  of  money 
in  the  treasury  subject  to  draft,  and,  also,  the 
amount  standing  to  the  credit  of  disbursing  offi- 
cers,” the  undersigned  hereby  gives  public  notice, 
that  the  amount  of  money  in  the  treasury  subject 
to  draft,  as  shown  by  the  running  account  of  the 
treasurer,  was,  on  the  1st  instant,  $42,899,167  49, 
and  “the  amount  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  dis- 
bursing officers,”  as  shown  by  the  latest  returns  re- 
ceived, was  $4,177,219  38.  Of  the  amount  of  mo- 
ney in  the  treasury  subject  to  draft,  the  sum  of 
$430,822  64  belongs  to  special  trusts,  and  is  not 
applicable  to  the  public  service 

Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  of  the  treasury.  » 

Reserved  rights.  The  following  excellent 
hit  is  not  without  its  moral. 

Standing  upon  our  rcsen-ed  rights. 

“John,”  said  a gentleman  to  his  coachman,  “go 
to  the  well  and  get  a pitcher  of  water.” 

“Excuse  me,  sir,”  said  John,  “it  is  not  my  busi- 
ness.” 

“True!  true!  I had  forgotten.  Harness  the  horse, 
and  put  to,  John,  and  bring  the  coach  to  the  front 
door.” 

“Yes,  sir.” 

The  coach  is  brought. 

“Thomas — take  the  pitcher,  get  into  the  coach, 
John  will  drive  you  to  the  gate.  Get  a pitcher  of 
water  and  let  John  drive  you  back  again  to  the  door, 
and  he  may  then  put  up.” 

Query.  How  much  trouble  did  John  save  him- 
self by  not  going  for  the  water. 

Lieutenant  Wilkes  of  the  navy,  who  recent- 
ly went  to  England  and  France,  for  the  purpose  of 
purchasing  instruments  for  the  South  Sea  expedi- 
tion, has  "met  with  a highly  flattering  reception, 
and  has  been  singularly  successful  in  procuring  the 
scientific  aid  which  he  required.  The  New  York 
Times  says  that  the  law  authorising  the  expedition 
has  commanded  the  admiration  of  the  scientific  men 
of  Great  Britain  and  they  are  loud  and  warm  in  the 
commendations  of  the  liberal  minded  and  enlight- 
ened policy  to  be  carried  into  effect  by  our  govern- 
ment. The  just  expectations,  not  only  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  but  of  the  scientific  men  of 
England,  must  not,  and  we  are  sure  will  not,  be 
disappointed. 

The  Tennessee  volunteers  now  in  Florida 
have  borne  themselves  with  a gallantry  deserving 
the  highest  praise.  After  they  had  left  Fort  Duane, 
on  their  first  march  towards  the  Wythlacooehee,  a 
detachment  of  sixty  of  their  body  was  detailed  as 
a front  guard,  and  when  they  were  about  seeking  a 
suitable’  place  for  encampment  for  the  night,  the 
following  incidents  occurred.  They  are  related  in 
the  official  account  of  the  officer  of  the  day: — 

“Some  Indian  camps  on  the  left  were  discovered, 
which  showed  conclusively  that  Indians  were  not 
far  distant — upon  further  scrutiny,  an  Indian  ponev 
was  discovered  tied,  not  far  off,  at  sight  of  which 
the  whole  front  with  simultaneous  movement  charg- 
ed at  high  speed,  which  charge  was  kept  up  for  3 
or  4 miles,  signs  st ill  becoming  stronger,  until  at 
length  we  discovered  a band  of  Indians  retreating 
at  full  speed.  We  pursued  and  effected  the  cap- 
ture of  twelve,  and  ttie  killing  of  fourteen,  that  had 
been  seen:  some  escaped  towards  the  Wyllilacoo- 
chee,  what  number  I am  unable  to  say,  but  suppose 
there  might  have  been  fifteen  or  twenty  that  escap- 
ed. It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  say  that  on  that 
occasion  each  man  acted  with  no  less  gallant  bear- 
ing than  would  have  distinguished  a Roman  soldier 
in  the  proudest  days  of  the  empire.  The  conduct 
of  each  officer  and  soldier  on  that  occasion  merits 
special  comment,  but  time  and  opportunity  forbid 
that  I should  dwell  upon  particulars.  Permit  me  to> 
say  however  that  major  Upshaw  acted  with  distin- 
guished gallantry  in  the  charge,  and  during  the  af- 
fray he  pursued  an  armed  warrior  to  the  edge  of  a 
thick  hammock  and  despatched  him  by  splitting  his 
scull  by  a blow  from  Ins  Bowie  knife— while  (he 
Indian  was  deliberately  raising  bis  rifle  to  his 
shoulder  to  shoot  his  assailant.  Capt.  Grundy  and 
15  of  his  company  charged  in  a body,  with  great 
enthusiasm,  the  capt.  himself  despatching  an  arm- 
ed warrior  by  a shot  from  his  yager.” 
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The  deposite  bill.  At  an  internal  improve- 
ment convention  at  Nashville,  on  the  12th  ult.  the 
honorable  Man i Huntsman,  member  of  congress, 
took  occasion  to  deny  a rumor  that  president  Jack- 
son  intended  to  recommend  a repeal  of  the  distribu- 
tion or  deposite  bill  in  his  next  message.  We 
quote  from  the  report  of  his  remarks — 

“General  Jackson  was  deliberately,  and  from  full 
conviction,  committed  to  the  support  of  the  princi- 
ples developed  in  that  bill.  He  spoke,  lie  said, 
authoratively,  and  from  facts  which  came  personal- 
ly under  his  own  observation.  He  was  present 
when  the  deposite  bill  came  from  the  senate.  It 
was  handed  to  general  Jackson,  who  said  that  in  its 
present  shape  he  would  veto  it  from  constitutional 
principles,  but  that  he  could  frame  an  amendment 
which,  if  adopted,  would  meet  with  his  full  appro- 
bation, and  enable  him  to  approve  it  without  any 
sacrifice  of  principle.  He  was  requested  to  do  so 
— ami  retired  with  the  attorney  general,  B.  F.  But- 
ler, wrote  the  amendment,  which  was  copied  by  his 
secretary,  Mr.  Donelson,  and  handed  to  Mr.  An- 
thony, a devoted  friend  of  the  president’s  from 
Pennsylvania,  who  offered  it  in  the  house,  where  it 
was  finally  adopted,  and  being  then  fblly  and  un- 
equivocally expressive  of  Jackson’s  sentiments, 
was  approved  by  him,  and  is  now  the  law  of  the 
land.” 

To  the  editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer. 

Washington,  Dec.  8,  1836. 

Messrs.  Gales  fy  Seaton:  On  looking  over  your 
paper  of  the  5th  December,  I see  something  which 
purports  to  be  an  extract  of  a speech  of  mine,  de- 
livered at  the  rail  road  convention,  which  was  held 
in  October  last,  in  Nashville.  It  is  true  that  I had 
the  honor  of  being  a member  ef  that  convention, 
and  it  is  equally  true  I made  a speech.  But,  as 
the  reporter  of  it  has  entirely  mistaken  my  lan- 
guage upon  that  occasion,  I will  take  the  liberty  of 
correcting  it  by  stating,  through  your  paper,  what  I 
did  say. 

In  answer  to  a remark  of  a gentleman  who  alleg- 
ed that  the  president  intended,  at  the  ensuing  ses- 
sion of  congress,  to  recommend  the  repeal  of  the 
deposite  bill,  I replied  that  I did  not  believe  he  had 
any  such  intention:  that  it  was  pretty  well  under- 
stood in  congress  that,  in  the  shape  which  the  bill 
came  from  the  senate,  the  executive  had  some  con- 
stitutional objections  to  it,  and  would  most  probably 
veto  it.  I furthermore  stated,  that  I had  been  in- 
formed by  such  authority,  or  sources  as  left  no 
doubt  in  my  mind  of  its  correctness,  that  the  presi- 
dent had  said  that  an  amendment  or  section  could 
be  framed  which  would  steer  clear  of  constitutional 
objections;  and  that  he  had  been  requested  to  point 
out  the  terms  of  such  an  amendment,  and  that,  by 
the  co-operation  of  the  attorney  general,  the  amend- 
ment which  was  ultimately  offered  by  the  member 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Anthony),  and  adopted  by 
both  houses,  had  undergone  the  revision  of  the  ex- 
ecutive; and,  inasmuch  as  the  president  had  a full 
and  thorough  knowledge  of  all  its  bearings,  aid  had 
given  it  his  approval,  I did  not  believe  he  intended 
to  recommend  its  repeal,  as  the  same  reason.1  which 
would  have  operated  in  his  mind  in  regarl  to  its 
repeal  would  have  induced  him  to  have  plrced  his 
veto  upon  it  instead  of  approving  it,  in  the  first  in- 
stance. 

This  is  the  substance  of  what  I statu!  in  the 
convention.  A.  HuNrsiftAN. 

The  military  court  or  inquiry.  The 
FredsricktoWn  (Md.)  Herald  of  Saturdiy  gives  the 
following  account  of  the  meeting  and  proceedings 
of  the  military  court  of  inquiry  in  thatcity. 

“Our  town  is  at  present  enlivened  by  the  pre- 
sence of  many  of  the  most  distinguisled  officers  of 
the  United  States  army,  who  are  in  attendance  on 
this  court.  Among  them  are  the  folbwing: 

“Maj.  gen.  Macomb,  rnaj.  gen.  Soft,  brig.  gen. 
Atlcinson,  gsn.  Sanford,  col,  Bankhead,  col.  Kenan, 
col.  Lindsey,  maj.  Hmon,  captain  Cooper,  captain 
McCall,  capt.  Hitchcock,  capt.  Gecn,  capt.  Dim- 
mock.  cant.  Lee,  capt.  Newcomb,  (resigned)  for- 
merly of  the  United  States  army. 

“The  court,  consisting  of  maj. gen.  Macomb  and 
brig,  generals  Atkinson  and  Bndy,  proceeded  to 
business  on  Monday  last.  Thee-  duty  was  to  in- 
quire into  the  causes  of  the  failire  of  the  southern 
campaign,  and  also  into  the  propriety  of  the  publi- 
cation of  certain  orders  by  genual  Gaines,  or  other 
officers. 

“As  a court  of  inquiry  is  sunewhat  unusual  in 
our  country,  some  curiosity  h-.s  been  felt  to  know 
the  course  and  mode  of  thei  proceedings.  The 
court  is  held  in  public,  (the  h>use  lately  occupied 
by  Casper  Weaver,  esq.  bain;  used  for  that  pur- 
pose) and  many  visiters,  b<th  male  and  female, 
have  attended  the  investigaton.  All  the  officers 
attend  in  full-dress  uniform,  md  the  judge  advocate 


conducts  the  trial.  The  proceedings,  when  we 
have  been  present,  consisted  of  nothing  more  than 
the  mere  reading,  by  the  judge  advocate,  of  the 
communications  from  and  to  the  war  department 
during  the  southern  war,  with  an  occasional  re- 
mark or  explanation  from  general  Scott,  whose 
conduct  is  at  present  considered  by  the  court. — 
Although  from  the  fact  that  the  proceedings  are 
conducted  almost  entirely  in  writing,  they  are  not 
calculated  generally  to  interest  those  who  are  not 
familiar  with  the  whole  subject,  or  who  do  not  un- 
derstand the  minutiar  of  the  campaign,  yet  the  pre- 
sence of  so  many  of  the  noble  and  gallant  officers, 
who  have  oft-times  planted  the  standard  of  victory 
upon  the  camps  of  their  country’s  enemies,  has  an 
imposing  effect.  They  now  having  exchanged  the 
field  for  the  forum,  are  solemnly  engaged  in  the 
trial  of  one  of  their  fellow  officers,  who,  like  them- 
selves, has  often  won  the  applause  of  his  country- 
men by  his  bravery  and  daring,  but  has  been 
unsuccessful  in  the  late  contest,  surrounded,  as  it 
appears  to  have  been,  with  numberless  difficulties, 
which  cannot  be  appreciated  by  those  not  having 
experienced  them. 

“General  Gaines,  it  is  said,  objects  to  general 
Macomb  as  a member  of  the  court,  so  far  as  he  is 
concerned.  The  severe  indisposition  of  his  lady, 
we  understand,  detains  him  for  tho  present  at  Mo- 
bile.” 

The  exploring  expedition.  We  are  happy 
to  perceive  that  all  diligence  is  used  in  fitting  out 
the  vessels  destined  for  this  interesting  and  import- 
ant service.  We  were  yesterday  favored  'with  an 
opportunity  of  examining  the  interior  and  appli- 
ances of  the  fine  staunch  store  ship,  lately  built  at 
our  navy  yard,  under  the  immediate  superintendence 
of  commodore  Barron.  No  pains  seem  to  have 
been  spared  to  render  her  in  all  respects  suited  to 
her  destination.  She  carries  a small  armament  on 
her  upper  deck,  and  is  calculated  to  receive  about 
3,000  barrels  of  freight.  The  health  and  coinfort 
of  her  crew  will  doubtless  be  much  promoted  by 
the  effectual  though  simple  apparatus  for  ventila- 
tion, invented  by  that  officer,  capable  of  producing 
a complete  renovation  of  the  air  of  her  hold  in  the 
course  of  a few  minutes.  We  observed  also 
an  improved  apparatus  in  the  cook’s  department 
adapted  to  the  use  of  anthracite,  and  learned  that 
she  has  already  on  board  a three  years’  stock  of  that 
fuel,  Should  our  explorers  find  themselves  at  the 
sout|i,  passing  a winter  in  a scene  analogous  to  that 
of  Melville  island,  they  will,  no  doubt,  among  other 
discoveries,  ascertain  that  the  human  faculties  are 
wondrously  quickened  by  a due  application  of  this 
most  excellent  combustible.  We  heard  it  stated 
that  she  is  to  sail  in  a day  or  two  for  her  rendez- 
vous at  Norfolk,  where  she  will  take  ip  her  stores, 
[Pouhon’s  Philadelphia  American. 

Important  suit.  An  action  has  been  in  course 
of  trial  in  the  United  States  Circuit  Court  for  the 
last  three  days,  which  is  of  a very  important  nature, 
as  it  affects  the  community  at  large.  In  the  cause 
referred  to  the  bank  of  Bridgeport,  appeared  as  the 
plaintiff's,  and  sought  to  recover  from  Lewis  L.  Ne- 
vins  and  others,  defendants,  the  sum  of  $'3,000, 
which,  in  July  1833,  was  put  on  board  the  Provi- 
dence steamboat  by  the  defendants  for  the  plain  tills, 
but  which,  along  with  a large  amount  of  ether  mo- 
ney, was  stolen  from  tho  steamboat  previous  to  her 
leaving  this  city. 

This  is  the  second  suit  which  has  arisen  out  of 
this  loss.  The  first  was  brought  by  the  plaintiffs 
against  the  proprietors  of  the  steamboat,  and  sought 
to  make  them,  as  common  carriers,  liable  for  the 
amount  stolen;  having  failed,  however,  in  that  cause, 
they  now  proceeded  against  the  defendants  lor  not 
having  taken  sufficient  care  of  the  money  previous 
to  the  .steamboat  actually  starting  for  her  destination; 
and  also,  on  account  of  the  amount  sent  having 
failed  to  reach  the  persons  for  whom  it  was  intend- 
ed. 

His  honor,  judge  Thompson,  charged  the  jury  at 
very  great  length,  and  urged  as  the  material  point 
for  their  consideration;  first,  whether  the  defendants 
had  contracted  with  (he  plaintiffs  to  put  the  money 
on  board  the  steamboat  which  he  stated,  according 
to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Morgan,  if  he  was  to  be  be- 
lieved they  clearly  had;  and,  2d,  whether  in  doing 
so  they  had  by  their  servant  been  guilty  of  negli- 
gence, or  had  used  due  and  proper  care  and  caution. 
It  being  three  o’clock  when  the  learned  judge  had 
finished  his  charge,  the  jury  were  directed  to  bring 
in  a sealed  verdict  in  the  morning. 

At  about  11  o’clock  at  night,  the  jury  having  been 
utterly  unable  to  agree,  two  of  them  became  ill,  and 
soliciting,  obtained  the  permission  of  the  court  to 
go  home,  which  they  did.  Yesterdaymorningthey 
all  came  into  court,  and  stating  their  inability  to 
agree,  were  discharged.  [N.  Y.  Trans. 


The  Pea  Patch.  This  s an  island  in  the  ri- 
ver Delaware,  the  title  to  wh  ch  has  long  been  in 
dispute.  A suit  involving  the  title  was  tried  last 
week  in  Trenton,  by  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States.  I he  lessor  li  the  plaintiff  resting  his  claim 
upon  a warrant  from  the  proprietors  of  West  Jer- 
sey, as  also  upon  a giant  derived  from  New  Jersey. 
The  defendant  is  in  possession  under  the  general 
government,  and  their  title  rests  upon  an  act  passed 
by  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Delaware  in  May, 
1815.  It  presented  the  interesting  question,  how 
far  the  state  of  Delaware  can  extend  her  boundary 
undpr  the  deed  of  feoffment  from  the  duke  of  York 
to  William  Penn,  in  1682,  of  New  Castle,  and  a 
twelve  mile’s  circle.  The  trial  resulted  in  a ver- 
dict for  the  plaintiff. 

Messrs.  Wall,  Frelinghiysen  and  Southard  were 
for  the  plaintiff. 

James  C.  Green,  the  attorney  general  for  the 
United  States  for  New  Jersey  district,  for  defend- 
ants. 


FROM  THE  SABINE. 

Correspondence  of  the  Newark,  (N.  J.)  Daily  Ad- 
vertiser. 

Fort  Jesup,  {La.)  November  12. 

We  aro  resting  upon  our  arms.  Like  that  cele- 
brated marshal  who  marched  his  troops  up  the  hill, 
and  inacrhed  them  down  again,  we  have  moved  in 
martial  columns  upon  the  enemy’s  territory,  and 
are  here  again  snugly  fixed  in  winter  quarters!  I 
know  not  what  the  country  may  think  of  the  ope- 
rations of  our  forces  on  this  frontier,  but  there  is 
but  one  sentiment  here,  which  is  that  money,  time 
and  character  have  been  most  ingloriously  squander- 
ed. Dreaming  in  my  quarters  sometimes,  I fancy 
myself  the  weli-dresseu  puppet  of  a show,  moved 
about  with  my  fellow  mutes  to  show  off  the  dexter- 
ity and  skill  of  the  master  juggler  who  moves  the 
wires.  I am  trespassing,  perhaps,  but  verily  ’twere 
better  to  be  a dog  and  bay  the  moon,  than  such  a 
Roman.  I shall  be  with  you  speedily. 

Four  companies  at  camp  Sabine,  three  in  the 
Caddo  region,  nine  at  the  ultima  thule  of  our  ope- 
rations, (Nacogdoches),  and  the  same  number  in 
this  forlorn  position,  is  the  present  disposition  of 
our  strength.  A gentleman  came  in  yesterday  from 
Columbia,  (Texas),  from  whom  we  learn  that  every 
thing  was  quiet  there.  The  authorities  are  more 
anxious  to  promote  the  arts  of  peace  than  those  of 
war  just  now.  The  ravages  of  the  war  upon  the 
agriculture  of  the  country  are  now  seriously  felt. 

Mr.  Burnet  had  resigned  the  remainder  of  his 
term,  and  will,  it  is  said,  free  himself  from  all  re- 
sponsibility as  speedily  as  possible.  * * * 


THE  ARMY— OFFICIAL. 
general  order,  no.  80. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army,  ad  ft  general’s  office, 
Washington,  November  30,  1836. 

I.  — The  troops  stationed  at  Fort  Dearborn,  Chi- 
cago, will  immediately  proceed  to  Fort  Howard, 
and  join  the  garrison  at  that  post.  Such  public 
property  as  may  be  left  at  Fort  Dearborn,  will  re- 
main in  charge  of  brevet  major  Plympton,  of  the 
5th  infantry,  who  will  continue  in  command  of  the 
post  until  otherwise  instructed. 

II.  — All  the  reemits  of  the  2d  regiment  of  dra- 
goons will  be  immediately  organized  into  companies 
of  sixty  men,  with  hvo  officers  attached  to  each,  and 
b?  held  in  readiness  for  orders  to  join  the  army  in 
Florida  at  the  shoitest  notice.  The  companies  will 
be  armed  with  caibines,  and  be  commanded  by  the 
lieut.  colonel  or  major  of  the  regiment. 

III.  — The  superintendent  of  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice, eastern  department,  will  despatch  from  the 
central  depot,  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  the 
number  o' recruits  required  for  the  following  desig- 
nated regments  and  posts: 

For  the  stuadron  of  1st  dragoons,  Fort  Gibson  75 

For  companies  A,  D,  G,  E,  I,  4th  infantry, 
now,  oi  lately  at  Suwanee  Oldtown,  Florida, 
agr  cally  to  previous  orders  119 

For  31  companies  of  artillery,  serving  in  Flo- 
rida 530 

For  company  (C)  2d  artillery,  and  company 
(B)  Sd  artillery,  and  forts  Monroe  and  Ha- 
milton 61 

For  compitiy  (I)  2d  artillery,  and  14  ) . , 

Companie:  B and  I,  4th  artillery  30  j 

at  or  neir  Fort  Mitchell,  Alabama, 

849 

IV.  — Tlie  detachment  of  77  recruits,  ordered  to 
Baton  Rouge  and  New  Orleans,  from  the  western 
recruiting  depot,  in  September  last,  is  assigned  to, 
and  will  Accordingly  be  mustered  in  the  4th  regi- 
ment of  infantry. 

V.  — The  resignation  of  the  following  named  of- 
ficers have  been  accepted  by  the  president  of  the 
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United  States,  to  take  effect  at  the  dates  set  oppo- 
site to  each  respectively,  to  wit: 

Capt.  T.  Hunt,  5th  infantry,  31st  October,  1836. 

Capt.  H.  Smith,  6th  infastry,  16th  November, 
1836. 

Capt.  W.  M.  Boyce,  1st  iifantry,  14th  Novem- 
ber, 1836. 

1st  lieutenant  J.  McClellan,  1st  artillery,  19th 
November,  1836. 

1st  lieutenant  T.  B.  W.  Stockton,  1st  infantry, 
30th  November,  1836. 

1st  lieutenant  J.  W.  Barry,  1st  artillery,  30th 
November,  1836. 

1st  lieutenant  G.  W.  Ward,  2d  artillery,  31st 
December,  1836. 

2d  lieutenant  M.  Churchill,  1st  artillery,  30th 
November,  1836. 

2d  lieutenant  W.  B.  Arvin,  4th  artillery,  30th 
November,  1836. 

Assistant  surgeon  W.  A.  Berry,  medical  staff, 
19th  November,  1836. 

VI. — Surgeon  Thomas  Lawson  haring  been  ap- 
pointed by  tne  president  the  surgeon  general  of  the 
army,  will  immediately  proceed  to  the  city  of 
Washington,  and  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his 
office. 

By  order  of  Alexander  Macomb,  major  general 
commanding-in-chief.  R.  JONES,  adjt.  gen. 

PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTION. 

MARYLAND. 

Wednesday  last  being  the  day  appointed  by  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  for  the  electors  to 
assemble  in  the  eapitol  of  their  respective  states  to 
cast  the  votes  for  president  and  vice  president,  the 
electors  chosen  in  Maryland  assembled  in  the  se- 
nate chamber  at  Annapolis,  and  organized  by  ap- 
pointing George  Hwoard,  esq.  of  Anne  Arundel, 
president  and  Joseph  JI.  Nicholson,  esq.  secretary. 
Mr.  Purnell,  one  of  the  electors,  being  absent,  the 
electors,  in  virtue  of  the  act  of  1S33,  ch.  261,  pro- 
ceeded to  fill  the  vacancy  in  their  body,  and  Thomas 
G.  Pratt,  esq.  of  Prince  George’s  was  elected. — 
The  ten  votes  were  then  east  for  William  H.  Har- 
rison as  president  and  John  Tijler  as  vice  president. 
The  three  certificates  required  were  then  prepared 
and  signed,  as  were  the  credentials  of  the  bearer  of 
the  return,  J.  H.  Nicholson,  esq. — and  the  college 
adjourned  sine  die. 

After  the  adjournment  of  the  college  Mr.  Purnell 
arrived,  having  been  detained  in  consequence  lof 
the  grounding  of  the  steamboat,  which  did  not  ar- 
rive at  Annapolis  until  6 o’clock,  P.  M. 

TENNESSEE — OFFICIAL. 

White.  Van  Buren. 


Anderson 

221 

81 

Benton 

95 

153 

Bedford 

1,500 

1,614 

Bledsoe 

222 

15 

Blount 

564 

153 

Campbell 

157 

147 

Carter 

495 

46 

Carroll 

802 

202 

Cocke 

309 

7 

Claiborne 

329 

90 

Davidson 

1,334 

985 

Dickson 

203 

426 

Dyer 

146 

55 

Fayette 

880 

879 

Fentress 

166 

7 

Franklin 

448 

1,199 

Gibson 

702 

152 

Giles 

.108 

796 

Grainger 

001 

16 

Greene 

C95 

1 724 

Hardeman 

459 

1 531 

Hamilton 

215 

158 

Hardin 

252 

111 

Haywood 

551 

1 266 

Hawkins 

770 

481 

Henderson 

831 

87 

Henry 

645 

1 > 498 

Hickman 

149 

I 621 

Humphreys 

124 

i 175 

Jackson 

710 

263 

Jefferson 

577 

23 

Johnson 

169 

24 

Knox 

965 

86 

Lawrence 

228 

272 

Lincoln 

752 

1,479 

Madison 

1,111 

160 

Marion 

287 

170 

Maury 

1,210 

1,997 

Meigs 

163 

106 

McMinn 

824 

428 

McNairy 

374 

152 

Montgomery 

745 

467 

Monroe 

663 

288 

Morgan 

85 

3 

Obion 

164 

105 

Overton 

250 

557 

Perry 

427 

120 

Roane 

460 

110 

Robertson 

862 

609 

Rutherford 

1,179 

1,000 

Sevier 

253 

2 

Shelby 

4S8 

310 

Smith 

1,296 

332 

Stewart 

169 

402 

Sullivan 

302 

934 

Sumner 

748 

1,160 

Tipton 

346 

331 

Warren 

394 

1,172 

Washington 

439 

760 

Wayne 

272 

155 

Weakley 

248 

311 

Wilson 

1,610 

553 

White 

750 

100 

Williamson 

1,491 

402 

85,962 

76,120 

9,842  majority  for  White. 

The  new  counties  of  Cannon,  Coffee,  Marshall, 
Bradley  and  Lauderdale,  it  is  supposed,  vote  with 
the  old  counties  from  which  they  were  respective- 
ly divided.  The  returns  here  given  are  therefore 
complete  and  official. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

All  the  returns  from  this  state  have  been  receiv- 
ed, and  the  official  result  is — 26,910  for  the  Van 
Buren  and  23,626  for  the  whig  electors.  Van  Bu- 
ren  majority  3,284. 

MISSOURI. 

The  St.  Louis  Bulletin  of  the  26th  ult.  contains 
the  official  presidential  election  returns  from  all  the 
counties  of  Missouri  except  four.  The  Van  Buren 
majority  is  3,604. 

ARKANSAS. 

This  state  is  gone  for  Mr.  Van  Buren.  The  ma- 
jority not  stated. 

ILLINOIS. 

The  official  returns  from  this  state,  give  the  Van 
Buren  ticket  17,27G  votes,  and  the  union  ticket 
14,292  votes. 

ALABAMA. 

It  is  stated  that  the  Van  Buren  majority  in  this 
state  will  be  more  than  4,000. 

LOUISIANA. 

The  Van  Buren  majority  in  this  state,  is  said  to 
be  270. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

This  is  the  only  state  to  be  heard  from. 

MICHIGAN. 

This  young  state,  anticipating  the  period  of  her 
admission  info  the  union,  has,  it  appears,  actually 
held  an  election  for  electors  of  president  and  vice 
president  of  the  United  States,  though  not  yet  a 
member  of  the  union.  The  Detroit  free  Press,  of 
November  26,  reports  the  result,  in  a table  “pre- 
pared from  the  official  canvass  of  each  county  as 
returned  to  the  secretary’s  office;”  from  which  it 
appears  that  in  nine  counties  out  of  twenty-two 
the  opponents  of  the  Van  Buren  electoral  ticket 
did  not  vote  at  all,  and  that  the  result  of  all  the 
votes  actually  received  and  counted  gives  for  the 
Van  Buren  ticket  an  average  of  about  7,400  votes, 
and  for  the  opposing  ticket  4,080  votes. 

[Naf.  Int. 


A THIEF  IN  GRAIN, 

New  York,  Nov.  22. 

Police  office. — Thieving  extraordinary. — Mr.  Ho- 
man, police  officer,  yesterday  arrested  a small  hump 
back  man  named  Thomas  J.  Aimes,  charged  with 
stealing  from  one  of  the  hotels.  On  being  examin- 
ed at  the  police  office  he  gave  the  following  account 
©f  himself,  and,  on  doing  so,  developed  perhaps  the 
most  extraordinary  series  of  thefts  that  was  ever 
committed  by  one  person  in  the  same  space  of  time. 
He  stated  that  he  is  31  years  old,  was  born  in  Spring 
field,  Massachusetts,  arrived  here  last  summer,  and 
put  up  at  Lovejoy’s,  near  one  of  the  ferries;  staid 
there  two  days,  stole  a linen  spencer  and  two  hand- 
kerchiefs from  one  of  the  rooms,  and  left  the  house; 
he  next  went  to  the  American  hotel,  and  stole  while 
he  remained  there  three  silver  forks,  a dark  camlet 
coat,  a dress  coat  with  a velvet  collar,  and  a gentle- 
man’s blue  cloth  spencer;  from  the  American  he 
went  to  the  Eastern  Pearl  Street  house,  and  remain- 
ed there  ten  days,  and  stole  some  few  articles  of 
trifling  value,  and  went  to  Congress  Hall,  where  he 
stole  two  table  spoons  from  the  dinner  table,  and 
then  went  to  the  Philadelphia  house  and  stole  a silk 
umbrella,  from  thence  he  went  to  Blanchard’s,  and 
stole  a pair  of  sugar-tongs  and  a hat;  he  next  went 
to  the  Orange  county  house,  in  Courtlandt  street, 
and  stole  from  one  of  the  rooms  three  shirts,  a blue 
cloth  vest,  and  a pair  of  drab  ribbed  eassimere  pan- 
taloons; then  to  the  Commercial  hotel,  and  stole  a 
pair  of  boots,  and  left  his  old  shoes  in  place  of  them; 
he  next  visited  the  National  hotel,  and  stole  at  differ- 
ent times  two  silver  butter-knives,  and  a tight-body 


coat;  he  then  went  to  the  City  hotel,  staid  their  four 
days,  and  stole  a brown  silk  umbrella,  a black  coat 
from  room  78,  a sword  cane,  and  an  invisible  green 
frock  coat  from  room  1 17,  a gold  lever  watch  from 
room  17,  (which  he  sold  to  a gentleman  residing  at 
Flushing),  a figured  silk  vest,  and  two  silk  hand- 
kerchiefs; he  then  went  to  Lovejoy’s,  opposite  the 
park,  staid  there  a day  or  two,  and  stole  therefrom 
a petersham  overcoat;  then  went  to  the  North  Ame- 
rican hotel,  staid  there  one  day,  and  stole  four  silver 
teaspoons  and  a hat;  then  went  to  Mrs.  Smith’s 
boarding  house,  opposite  John  Niblo’s,  and  took  a 
pair  of  cloth  pantaloons  and  other  articles,  which 
he  sold;  he  next  went  to  the  York  house,  took  a 
black  cloth  vest  and  a blue  surtout;  then  removed 
to  Holt’s  hotel,  where  he  stole  a camlet  cloak  and 
two  umbrellas;  and  then  went  to  the  Franklin  house, 
took  a camlet  cloak  from  the  third  story,  some  shirts, 
a pair  of  pantaloons,  a blue  body-coat  from  an  upper 
room,  three  silk  handkerchiefs,  a green  tight-body 
coat,  a petersham  surtout,  a drab  surtout,  two  fur 
caps,  and  one  umbrella,  all  of  which  he  sold,  and 
then  went  to  the  Otsego  house,  and  while  there 
stole  a black  surtout  with  a silk  handkerchief  in  the 
pocket;  he  then  cleared  out  and  went  to  the  Athe- 
naeum hotel,  and  stole  a pair  of  blue  cloth  panta- 
loons, a silk  vest,  and  two  large  table  spoons,  which 
he  sold,  and  then  went  to  the  Astor  house,  where 
he  had  frequently  been  before,  and  stole  various  ar- 
ticles from  different  parts  of  the  house,  namely, 
a valuable  diamond  finger  ring  from  a room  in  the 
second  story,  a diamond  breast  pin  from  room  81, 
a blue  frock  coat  out  of  the  third  story,  a silver 
fruit  knife,  a pair  of  light  colored  pantaloons  from 
the  fourth  story,  and  a carpet  bag  containing  cloth- 
ing, all  of  which  he  sold.  He  then  left  the  city  and 
went  to  Auburn,  and  stole  a coat  and  other  articles 
from  one  of  the  hotels,  and  set  off  for  Buffalo, 
where  he  put  up  at  different  hotels,  and  stole  from 
them  two  pairs  cloth  pantaloons,  a green  frock  coat, 
several  silk  handkerchiefs  and  vests,  a blue  coat  and 
a silver  watch.  He  then  went  to  Utica,  where  he 
was  arrested  and  put  in  prison,  on  suspicion  of  be- 
ing a thief,  but  was  only  detained  one  day  and  was 
discharged,  and  came  down  to  Albany  and  put  up 
at  Crittenden’s,  and  stole  while  he  remained  there 
one  pair  of  black  pantaloons  and  a gold  lever  watch 
from  one  of  the  parlors;  he  then  went  to  another 
hotel  and  stole  a few  articles,  and  then  left  the  place 
and  went  to  Troy,  where  he  put  up  at  the  principal 
hotels,  and  robbed  them  of  a black  frock  coat,  pair 
of  boots,  shirts,  handkerchiefs,  case  of  razors,  silver 
spoons  and  forks,  and  having  sold  them  all  he  return- 
ed to  the  city,  and  again  went  to  the  Astor  house, 
and  stole  at  different  times,  a black  coat,  pair  of 
pantaloons,  shirts,  handkerchiefs,  silver  spoons  and 
forks',  and  found  a gold  lever  watch  in  the  outhouse, 
which  he  sold  with  the  other  articles,  and  then  went 
to  Hartford  and  put  up  at  the  City  hotel,  and  robbed 
it  of  a blue  coat,  several  umbrellas,  shirts  and  pan- 
taloons, which  he  sold,  and  went  to  Springfield,  and 
put  up  at  one  of  the  hotels,  from  which  he  stole 
two  fairs  of  pantaloons,  several  shirts,  a fur  cap, 
aqd  a silver  watch,  which  he  sold,  and  went  to 
Northanpton  and  Palmer  Three  Rivers;  here,  how- 
ever, his  luck  failed  him,  and  he  could  get  nothing 
to  steal  He  then  went  to  Wooster,  put  up  at 
Brighams,  where  he  stole  a brown  frock  coat,  a pair 
of  clothVpantaloons,  two  pairs  drilling  do.  some 
shirts,  a tat,  a silver  snuff-box,  and  a silver  lever 
watch.  Ue  then  went  to  Boston,  and  put  up  at  the 
American!  house,  and  stole  a black  coat,  two  pairs 
cloth  pantaloons,  some  stockings,  handkerchiefs, 
and  a pair  If  gold  spectacles.  He  then  went  to  the 
Marlboro’, and  stole  a Boston  wrapper,  a bomba- 
sin  coat,  a mir  of  ribbed  pantaloons,  and  a French 
gold  watch, fill  of  which  he  sold  in  Boston;  and 
then  went  toLoweil,  where  he  stole  several  articles 
from  the  hotds,  and  brought  them  to  Boston  and 
sold  them,  lie  then  went  to  Providence,  Bristol, 
and  many  other  places,  and  stole  trifling  articles 
from  differentliotels,  and  then  came  back  to  this 
city,  and  went  to  the  Pacific  hotel,  and  stole  a Bos- 
jtoii  wrapper.  He  then  went  to  the  Astor  house, 
and  stole  a blnetloak,  a drab  surtout,  blue  surtout, 
a blue  cloth  cloiv,  and  many  other  articles.  This 
was  the  last  act  If  his  extraordinary  performances 
as  a larcenist,  aril  for  some  time,  at  least,  he  will 
probably  have  nobpportunities  to  repeat  them.  He 
was  fully  committed. 


SLAVERY  IN  CHINA. 

In  a country  as  lopulous  as  China,  where  w'ages 
are  extremely  lowdlavery  can  never  exist  to  a very 
great  extent.  \ 

The  government  lives  full  permission  to  the  Tar- 
tar soldiers  of  the  emit  banners  to  buy  slaves,  who 
should,  however,  betluly  registered.  Poor  people, 
when  in  want  of  tlte  necessaries  of  life,  may  sell 
their  children;  for  in  is  better  so  the  statute  says, 
that  their  offspring  l^e  in  bondage  than  starve.- 
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Merchants  are  permitted  to  buy  them,  but  public 
officers  are  strictly  prohibited  to  traffic  in  people 
under  their  jurisdiction. 

Every  owner  of  slaves  is  obliged  to  get  them  mar- 
ried; if,  however,  he  fails  to  do  so,  he  is  amenable 
to  the  law.  The  children  of  such  marriages  belong 
to  him;  and  though  the  parents  may  redeem  them- 
selves, their  sons  and  daughters  remain  with  the 
master.  Marriages  with  free  people  are  prohibited. 
A slave,  after  having  gained  his  freedom,  may  be- 
come a citizen,  if  his  behavior  is  such  as  to  entitle 
him  to  that  privilege. 

The  law  provides  also  for  the  good  treatment  of 
slaves;  but  as  they  are  considered  as  minors,  their 
masters  become  responsible  for  their  conduct.  If 
they  run  away,  they  receive,  for  the  first  offence, 
only  a few  lashes;  but  when  they  repeat  the  same 
they  are  punished  with  merciless  cruelty. 

On  the  one  hand  the  Chinese  government  gives 
ample  power  to  the  slaveholder,  whilst  on  the  other 
it  constantly  interferes  with  his  rights.  A master 
is  not  permitted  even  to  manumit  his  slave,  unless 
the  district  magistrate  has  sanctioned  the  measure; 
and  he  can  refuse  to  give  his  consent  for  the  most 
trivial  reasons. 

From  the  contents  of  the  few  laws  upon  the  sub- 
ject, it  appears  that  numbers  of  the  tribes  on  the 
frontiers  and  of  the  Meaoutsze  are  caught  and  sold. 
The  practice,  though  general,  is  by  no  means  legal. 

In  a country  where  a name  for  liberty  does  not 
even  exist,  it  would  be  difficult  to  define  slavery, 
unless  the  meaning  of  the  word  be  the  right  of  pos- 
session obtained  by  purchase.  Viewing  the  matter 
in  its  true  light,  the  sovereign  is  the  only  free  man 
in  the  empire,  because  he  has  the  power,  either  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  to  enslave  his  subjects.  A 
faithful  minister  calls  himself  a horse  or  dog;  for 
the  services  which  he  performs  bear  a striking  re- 
semblance to  those  performed  by  those  domestic 
animals.  Slavery  extends  throughout  all  classes, 
with  this  dilference  only,  that  some  privileged  indi- 
viduals bear  the  yoke  of  a few  masters,  whilst  they 
exercise  their  power  over  many. 

Slavery  in  China,  however,  is  not  so  oppressive 
by  many  degrees,  as  in  Siam  and  Cochin  China, 
where  ihe  king  divides  his  subjects  among  the 
grandees,  and  forces  them  to  work  for  their  masters 
from  four  to  six  months  every  year.  The  natural 
consequences  of  this  oppressive  regulation  are  ut- 
ter poverty  and  wretchedness.  In  China,  only  the 
industry  of  the  subject  is  taxed;  and  the  supreme 
government  has  wisely  ordained  that  the  principal 
burden  should  not,  apparently,  fall  upon  the  great 
mass  of  the  people.  As  a descendant  from  a con- 
queror, the  emperor  owns  all  the  lands,  and,  from 
the  principle  of  might  making  right,  justly  demands 
a tax  from  the  farmer.  This  is  paid  both  in  kind 
and  money,  and  amounts  to  such  a sum  that  the  la- 
borer can  never,  how  much  soever  he  exerts  him- 
self, amass  a capital  from  the  produce  of  the  lend. 
This  may  also  account  fod  the  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstance that  few  large  landholders  are  to  be 
found  in  China;  for  the  profits  obtained  fiom  knded 
property  are  so  small  that  capital  can  be  much 
more  advantageously  employed  in  other  branches 
of  industry.  A peasant,  though  seemingly  free, 
works  not  for  himself  but  for  the  emperor,  aid  re- 
ceives but  a bare  subsistence  for  his  labor.  Lest, 
however,  the  supreme  government  might  le  exe- 
crated by  the  laboring  classes,  the  taxes  are  virtu- 
ally farmed.  An  officer  is  appointed  over  i district 
to  collect  a specified  amount  of  taxes;  i/he  does 
not  furnish  the  stipulated  sum  be  himself  s respon- 
sible for  the  deficiencv;  if  he  oppresses,  in  order  to 
collect  something  for  himself,  or  merely  t>  raise  the 
necessary  amount,  and  is  accused  of  ftrarmy,  his 
property  is  confiscated.  The  blame  fdls  entirely 
upon  him,  whilst  the  government  issues  a soothing 
edict,  declares  its  paternal  care,  and  smds  another 
benevolent  tax-gatherer.  Thus  inrii'iduals  have 
to  hear  the  reproach  whilst  the  high  functionaries 
always  maintain  a high  regard  for  thenational  wel- 
fare. The  Chinese  government  doc  not  exaspe- 
rate multitudes  by  making  exorbitan  demands,  but 
attacks  rich  capitalists,  who  must  thin  either  perish 
or  indemnify  themselves,  some  wa;  or  other,  from 
the  people. 

This  is  one  of  the  great  secretsof  Chinese  po- 
litical science.  It  accounts  for  a gnat  many  things, 
which  otherwise  appear  to  be  ridlles.  The  Chi- 
nese are  slaves  and  a free  people;  hey  groan  under 
oppression,  and  boast  of  a patenal  government: 
though  this  appears  a paradox,  its,  nevertheless,  a 
strict  fact.  The  government  reaons  with  the  peo- 
ple as  with  freemen;  it  explainsits  acts,  and  even 
goes  so  far  as  to  accuse  itself  o neglect;  but  woe 
to  him  who  raises  a voice  and  des  not  worship  the 
condescending  majesty  of  the  rtlers.  Though  op- 
pressed on  all  sides  they  nevertleless  are  persuaded 
that  the  emperor’s  paternal  loveabhore  and  laments 
the  pressure  which  bears  then  down,  and  that  he 


is  ready  to  hasten  to  their  relief  as  soon  as  their  suf- 
ferings are  known.  The  fact  is  that  theory  and 
practice  are  sadly  at  variance,  and  the  iron  law  of 
necessity  makes  slaves  of  men,  who,  under  a better 
system  of  government,  would,  we  think,  hold  forth 
an  example  to  the  world  of  contentedness,  and  of  a 
love  of  order;  and  these  qualities  of  the  mind  are, 
we  presume  to  think,  more  general  amongst  all 
classes  of  this  <nreat  empire  than  any  other  commu- 
nity of  the  world. 

In  the  comparison  between  the  minds  of  China 
and  of  Europe,  the  question  of  the  rectitude  of 
their  opinions  on  the  words  honor,  chivalry  and  li- 
berty, are  now  becoming  interesting.  We  will  not 
say  that  it  is  the  government  opuiion,  but  these 
words  are  unknown  to  the  people,  and  are  unappre- 
ciated by  them.  The  subject  is  one  of  too  great 
importance  to  be  discussed  in  one  number,  and  we 
may  probably  return  to  it  when  the  port  is  clear  of 
ships,  and  the  attention  can  be  given  to  it.  We 
only  now  remark,  that  the  Chinese  system  of  go- 
vernment is  an  apt  illustration  of  the  principles  of 
toryism  and  conservatism,  which  the  emperor  and 
his  officers  are  able  to  enforce  to  an  ultra  degree, 
because  the  people  are  ignorant,  and,  consequently, 
submissive. 


FINANCES  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

From,  the  National  Gazette. 

A friend  has  placed  in  our  hands  the  following 
statement  of  the  finances  of  the  commonwealth  in 
1835  and  1836.  The  fiscil  year  terminates  Nov.  1. 
We  can  safely  congratulate  our  fellow  citizens  at 
large  on  such  an  exhibit. 

RECEIPTS. 


1835. 

1836. 

Lands  and  land  office 

$26,395  94 

$65,763  80 

Auction  commissions 

10,900  00 

9,900  00 

Auction  duties 

57,252  00 

67,160  88 

Dividends  on  bank 

stock 

150,730  00 

163,463  00 

Do.  on  other  stocks 

28,453  08 

39,760  02 

Tax  on  hank  dividends 

63,508  13 

91,415  60 

Tax  on  offices 

13,783  66 

7,921  18 

Tax  on  coal  companies 

1,314  10 

Tavern  licences 

57,825  56 

52,547  97 

Retailers  ditto 

80,727  84 

46,984  42 

State  maps  and  pam- 

phlet  laws 

269  24 

227  27 

Collateral  inheritance 

32,166  56 

20,484  97 

MilitU  fines,  &c. 

7S7  63 

3,161  16 

Pedlare  licenses 

5,852  05 

2,562  65 

Increase  of  countv  rates 

188,019  94 

193,360  63 

Tax  on  personal  pro- 

perty 

20,943  10 

31,020  68 

Caruil  tolls 

634,357  77 

837, S05  72 

Loans  1,629,640  00 

414,700  00 

Premiums  onloans 

120,916  60 

7,77U  »4 

Do.  on  bank  charters 

66,608  99 

1,719,673  12 

Tax  on  writs  \ 

24,745  91 

25,727  94 

Miscellaneous 

3,360  08 

3,224  79 

$ 3,273,563  21 

$3,804,642  54 

Balance  Nov.  I,  1S34 

54,092  20 

Do.  do.  1S35 

195,795  10 

$3,327,655  41 

$4,000,437  64 

Deduct  items  not  pro- 

perly  revenue  (loans 

and  premiums)  1,750,556  60 

422,476  94 

$1,577,098  81 

$3,577,960  70 

EXPENSES. 

1835. 

1836. 

Internal  improve- 

ments  $2,506,028  29 

$2,928,103  80 

Expenses  of  govern- 

ment 

235,128  03 

259,191  38 

Militia  expenses 

21,S62  44 

29,601  65 

Pensions 

30,666  84 

47,179  96 

Education 

59,408  02 

161,838  55 

Loans 

60,000  00 

74,450  00 

Interest  on  loans 

106,468  75 

106,319  57 

Penitentiaries 

95,654  21 

45,109  37 

House  of  refuge 

5,000  00 

5,000  00 

Miscellaneous 

11,643  73 

18,853  83 

$3,131,860  31 

$3,675,638  11 

Balances 

195,795  10 

324,799  53 

$3,327,655  41 

$4,000,437  64 

GOVERNOR  McDUFFIE’S  MESSAGE. 

We  have  received  and  read  with  much  interest 
the  message  of  the  governor  of  the  state  of  South 
Carolina  to  the  legislature  of  that  state,  now’  in  ses- 
sion. It  is  full  of  enlarged  views  of  the  duties  of 
the  state  governments  to  foster  education,  &c.  as 
the  conservative  principle  in  a free  government, 
whose  assiduous  cultivation  is  no  less  necessary  to 
prevent  and  repress  bad  government,  than  to  insure 


the  probability  of  good  government,  &c.  After  ad- 
verting to  the  necessity  of  guarding,  in  each  state, 
against  the  intrusion  of  the  governments  or  people 
of  other  states  in  their  intestine  affairs,  the  gover- 
nor concludes  his  message  with  the  following  strong 
and  emphatic  observations  on  a subject  which  is  of 
general  interest  to  all  the  states,  as  having  already 
received  some  attention  at  the  hands  of  the  congress 
and  executive  of  the  United  States.  [Nat.  lnt. 

“While  South  Carolina  is  thus  indignantly  repel- 
ling all  foreign  attempts  to  violate  the  sanctuary  and 
endanger  the  existence  of  her  domestic  institutions, 
it  becomes  her  in  a peculiar  manner,  to  abstain  from 
every  sort  of  interference  with  the  domestic  con- 
cerns or  domestic  controversies  of  all  other  states, 
foreign  or  confederate.  The  doctrine  of  non-inter- 
ference is  one  of  the  most  important  in  the  code  of 
international  law,  and  there  are  no  communities  on 
earth  who  should  hold  it  so  sacred  as  the  slave-hold- 
ing states  of  this  union.  If,  by  their  example  in 
giving  countenance  to  the  unlawful  enterprises  of 
their  own  citizens  against  a neighboring  and  neutral 
power,  they  should  weaken  the  influence  of  that 
principle  among  nations,  they  would  commit  an  of- 
fence against  their  own  institutions,  by  impairing 
the  sanctity  of  their  surest  guaranty  against  foreign 
intrusion. 

“Entertaining  these  opinions,  I have  looked  with 
very  deep  concern,  not  unmingled  with  regret,  upon 
the  occurrences  which  have  taken  place  during  the 
present  year,  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States, 
relative  to  the  civil  wTar  which  is  still  in  progress, 
between  the  republic  of  Mexico  and  one  of  her 
revolted  provinces.  It  is  true  that  no  country  can 
be  responsible  for  the  sympathies  of  its  citizens; 
but  I arn  nevertheless  utterly  at  a loss  to  perceive 
what  title  either  of  the  parties  to  this  controversy 
can  have  to  the  sympathies  of  the  American  people. 

If  it  be  alleged  that  the  insurgents  of  Texas  are 
emigrants  from  the  United  States,  it  is  obvious  to 
reply  that,  by  their  voluntary  expatriation,  under 
wdiatever  circumstances  of  adventure,  of  specula- 
tion, of  honor,  or  of  infamy,  they  have  forfeited  all 
claim  to  our  fraternal  regard.  If  it  be  even  true 
that  they  have  left  a land  of  freedom  for  a land  of 
despotism,  they  have  done  it  with  their  eyes  open, 
and  deserve  their  destiny.  There  is  but  too  much 
reason  to  believe  that  many  of  them  have  gone  as 
mere  adventurers,  speculating  upon  the  chances  of 
estcblishing  an  independent  government  in  Texas, 
and  of  seizing  that  immense  and  fertile  domain  by 
the  title  of  the  sword.  But  be  this  as  it  may,  when 
they  became  citizens  of  Mexico,  they  became  sub- 
ject to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  that  country; 
and  whatever  changes  the  Mexican  people  may  have 
since  made  in  that  constitution  and  those  laws,  they 
are  matters  with  whicti  toreign  states  can  have  no 
cvmceTn,  and  ot  which  they  have  no  right  to  take 
cognizance.  I trust,  therefore,  tnat  the  state  or 
South  Carolina  will  give  no  countenance,  direct  or 
indirect,  open  or  concealed,  to  any  acts  which  may 
compromit  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States,  or 
bring  into  question  ttjeir  plighted  faith.  Justice, 
stern  and  unbending  justice,  in  our  intercourse 
with  other  states,  should  be  paramount  to  all  the 
considerations  of  mere  expediency,  even  were  it 
possible  that  these  cmld  he  separated.  But  they 
cannot.  Justice  is  the  highest  expediency,  and  I 
am  sure  South  Coroliria  is  the  last  state  in  the  union 
that  would  knowingly  violate  this  sacred  canon  of 
political  morality. 

“If  any  consideration  could  add  to  the  intrinsic 
weight  of  these  high  inducements  to  abstain  from 
every  species  of  interference  with  the  domestic  af- 
fairs of  a neighboring  and  friendly  state,  it  would 
be  the  tremendous  retribution  to  which  we  are  so 
peculiarly  exposed  on  our  south  western  frontier, 
from  measures  of  retaliation.  Should  Mexico  de- 
clare war  against  the  United  States,  and,  aided  by 
some  gr«at  European  power,  hoist  the  standard  of 
servile  insurrection  in  Louisiana  and  the  neighbor- 
ing states,  hiw  deep  would  he  our  self-reproaches, 
in  reflecting  that  these  atrocious  proceedings  re- 
ceived even  a colorable  apology  from  our  own  ex- 
ample, or  from  the  unlawful  conduct  of  our  own 
citizens! 

“There  is  one  question  connected  with  this  con- 
troversy, of  a definite  character,  upon  which  it  may 
be  proper  that  you  should  express  an  opinion. — 
You  are  doubtless  aware  that  the  people  of  Texas, 
by  an  almost  ilnanimous  vote,  have  expressed  their  • 
desire  to  he  admitted  into  our  confederacy,  and  ap- 
plication will  probably  he  made  to  congress  for  that 
purpose.  In  my  opinion,  congress  ought  not  even 
to  entertain  such  a proposition,  in  the  present  state 
of  the  controtersy.  If  we  admit  Texas  into  our 
union,  while  Mexico  is  still  waging  war  against 
that  province,  with  a view  to  re-establish  her  su- 
premacy overit,  we  shall,  by  ihe  very  act  itself,  make 
ourselves  a party  to  the  war.  Nor  can  we  take 
this  step,  without  incurring  this  heavy  responsibili- 


230 


FILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— DEC.  10,  18-36— BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


ty,  until  Mexico  herself  shall  recognize  the  inde- 
pendence of  her  revolted  province. 

“We  have  no  official  information  of  the  precise 
state  of  our  relations  with  Mexico.  Enough  is 
known,  however,  to  satisfy  us  that  the  conjuncture 
is  eminently  critical.  Let  ui  be  scrupulously  care-  j 
ful  that  we  do  nothing  to  countenance,  and  all  we 
can  to  prevent,  the  calamityof  a war.  We  are  now 
engaged  in  a fearful  and  doubtful  struggle  to  reform 
our  federal  system  of  government,  by  throwing  off 
the  corruptions  under  which  it  is  rapidly  sinking. 

“In  this  state  of  things  a war  with  any  country 
would  be  the  greatest  of  calamities;  for  we  could 
scarcely  hope  to  come  out  of  it  with  any  thing  but 
the  mere  wreck  of  a free  constitution,  and  the  ex- 
ternal forms  of  a free  government. 

“But  may  heaven  avert  these  inauspicious  omens, 
and  direct  all  your  measures  to  the  advancement  of 
our  true  glory  and  lasting  happiness  as  a free  and 
favored  people.  GEO.  McDUFFIE.' 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES— LETTER 
FROM  MR.  BIDDLE. 

From ■ the  National  Gazette  of  the  2d  inst. 

The  following  letter,  addressed  by  the  president 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  to  a distinguished 
statesman,  although  private  in  its  nature,  will,  we 
doubt  not,  receive  from  our  readers  that  attention 
which  it  is  entitled  to  claim  from  the  importance  of 
its  subject,  the  interest  of  its  historical  statements, 1 
and  the  eminent  authority  from  which  it  proceeds. 
We  believe  that  since  the  excitements  of  the  elec- 
tion are  past,  there  is  a growing  disposition  to  be 
just  to  the  institution,  to  acknowledge  its  merits, 
and  to  desire  its  permanency.  Such  disposilions 
cannot  fail  to  be  strengthened  by  the  letter,  which 
shews,  in  a new  and  clear  light,  that  the  bank  is  es- 
sentially Pennsylvanian,  and  that,  after  having  ask- 
ed for  it,  invited  it,  and  enjoyed  its  benefits,  both 
good  feeling  and  good  policy  should  alike  dissuade 
us  from  disturbing  its  rights.  We  therefore  cheer- 
fully avail  ourselves  of  the  permission  extended 
to  us,  to  disseminate  the  truth  and  logic  of  Mr. 
Biddle’s  communication. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  10,  1836. 
My  dear  sib:  I promised  at  parting  to  resume 
the  subjects  of -our  conversation — the  condition  of 
the  currency  of  the  United  States,  and  the  bank 
question  in  Pennsylvania.  I shall  now  perform  my 
engagement — beginning  with  an  explanation  of  the 
controversy  about  the  bank  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  bank  of  the  United  States  chartered  by  con- 
gress but  fixed  in  Pennsylvania,  was  always  an  ob- 
ject of  state  pride  and  state  policy.  It  had  been 
proposed  by  a Pennsylvanian,  had  always  been  go- 
verned by  Pennsylvanians — and  When  the  state 
lost,  in  the  course  of  nature,  Its  commercial  ascen- 
cancy,  the  bank  still  maintained  its  superiority  a.-, 
the  financial  centre  of  the  union.  Accordingly 
when  the  charter  was  about  to  expire,  Pennsylvania 
made  great  efforts  to  renew  it. 

Thus,  in  the  year  1831,  a resolution  passed  the 
house  of  representatives  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  fol- 
lowing form: 

February  24,  1831. — “A  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Ingersoll  [C.  J.]  and  read  as  follows: 
ftesolved,  As  the  sense  of  the  senate  and  house 
of  representatives,  that  the  institution  of  the  U. 
States  authorises,  and  near  half  a century’s  expe- 
rience sanctions,  a bank  of  the  United  Slates  as  ne- 
cessary and  proper  to  regulate  the  value  of  money, 
and  prevent  paper  currency  of  unequal,  and  depreci- 
ated value.” 

This  was  modified  as  follows,  in  th<  senate,  and 
finally  passed,  by  a vote  almost  unanimous,  both 
branches  of  the  legislature  on  the  2d  of  April,  1831: 
“That  whereas  the  bank  of  the  United  States  has 
tended  in  a great  degree  to  maintain  a sound  and 
uniform  currency,  to  facilitate  the  financ  al  concerns 
of  the  government,  to  regulate  foreign  ajid  domestic 
exchange — and  has  been  conducive  to  commercial 
prosperity,  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvmia  recom- 
mend a renewal  of  Us  charter,  under  sich  regula- 
tions and  restrictions,  as  to  the  power  o ’ the  several 
states,  as  congress  may  deem  right  andlproper.” 
The  subject  was  resumed  the  nexi  year.  On 
the  2d  February,  1832,  the  following  resolution 
passed  the  senate  unanimously,  and  the  house  of 
representatives  by  a vote  of  77  to  7. 

“Resolved,  That  the  senators  from  this  state  in 
the  congress  of  the  United  States  be  instructed,  and 
the  representatives  requested,  to  use  their  exertions 
to  obtain  a renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  during  the  present  session  of  congress 
—with  such  alterations  (if  any  be  necessary)  as 
inay  secure  the  rights  of  the  states.” 

So  decided  was  the  feeling  in  regard  to  the  bank 
—that  at  the  same  session,  while  the  question  of  re - 
chartering  the  bank  was  under  deliberation  in  con- 
gress, the  following  resolution  was  passed  unani- 
mously by  both  branches: 


“Resolved,  That  connected  as  the  prosperity  of 
agriculture  and  commerce  is  with  the  successful 
financial  operations  and  sound  currency  of  the  conn- ! 
try,  we  view  the  rechartering  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  S. 
as  of  vital  importance  to  the  public  welfare.” 

The  representatives  in  congress  shared  these  opi- 
nions of  their  state — for  out  of  their  thirty  votes, 
only  a solitary  member  voted  against  the  recharter 
of  the  bank. 

All  these  proceedings  of  Pennsylvania  were 
wholly  voluntary' — the  stockholders  of  the  bank 
taking  no  part  whatever  in  them. 

The  bill  passed  by  congress  rechartering  the  bank 
being  vetoed  by  the  president,  the  bank  began  to 
make  preparation  for  closing  its  concerns  and  dis- 
tributing the  capital  among  the  stockholders.  The 
division  would  iiave  been  as  follows: 

There  were,  in  all,  3,417  stockholders: — Of  whom 
there  were  Pennsylvanians  590,  other  citizens  of  the 
United  States  2,267,  foreigners  5G0. 

To  these  the  funds  would  be  appropriated,  as 
follows: 

To  the  New  England  states,  $3,111,000 

Newr  York  and  New  Jersey,  4,569,000 

Delaware,  Maryland  aud  the  District 
of  Columbia,  2,027,000 

Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  S94,000 

South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  3,031,000 

Other  states,  99,000 

Foreigners,  9,168,000 

The  government  of  the  U.  S.  6,278,000 

Pennsylvania,  5,219,000 

From  this  you  will  perceive  that  Pennsylvania, 
owning  little  more  than  five  millions,  had  the  use 
and  management  of  thirty-five  millions,  of  capitol, 
and  those  who  governed  Pennsylvania  very  natural- 
ly reasoned  thus: 

Pennsylvania  has  embarked  in  a great  system  of 
improvement,  which  has  already  cost  more  than 
twenty  millions  of  dollars.  She  will  want  more. — 
But  if  the  currency  is  deranged,  she  will  not  be  able 
to  borrow',  and  her  citizens  must  pay  back  the  ten 
or  twelve  millions  which  they  ow'e  to  the  bank,  to 
be  dispersed  among  rival  states  or  sent  to  Europe. 
Will  it  not  be  wiser  to  retain  the  capital  for  Penn- 
sylvania? There  is  no  inconsistency  in  doing  so. — 
Pennsylvania  has  done  all  in  her  power  to  preserve 
the  bank  as  a national  institution.  Failing  in  this, 
if  the  union  will  not  share  with  her  its  benefits,  let 
no  one  complain  that  she  appropriates  them  to  her- 
self. Under  the  influence  of  such  views,  Pennsjd- 
vania  saw  with  anxiety  the  approach  of  the  end  of 
the  charter.  The  directors  meanwhile  went  on 
quietly  winding  up  its  concerns.  They  did  rot  ap- 
ply to  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  nor  to  any 
other  legislature,  for  a charter  of  the  bank.  At  last, 
when  it  became  evident  that  the  cap;fal  of  the  in- 
stitution would  leave  Pennsylvania,  a movement 
was  made  in  the  legislature.  It  began  by  a joint 
letter  from  the  chairman  of  the  committee’ of  ways 
and  means,  and  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
banks,  to  the  president,  asking  whether  the  bank 
would  accept  a charter  from  Pennsylvania.  The 
letter  is  in  these  words: 

“ Rarrisburgh,  January  5,  1S36. 
“Dear  sir:  We  have  been  informed  that  the 
stockholders  of  the  U.  S.  bank  would  accept  a char- 
ter from  this  state.  It  is  proper,  in  our  opinion, 
that  this  subject  should,  as  soon  as  possible,  be 
brought  before  the  action  of  the  legislature. 

“We  therelore  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  you 
as  the  organ  of  that  institution  on  the  subject. 

“Be  good  enough  to  inform  us  upon  what  terms 
this  can  be  ejected.  You  will  understand  us:  we 
wish  to  know  the  number  of  years  that  you  would 
be  satisfied  to  be  chartered  for — the  amount  of  ca- 
pital— also,  the  premium  and  other  encouragements 
that  would  be  given  to  the  state  in  consideration 
thereof. 

“You  need  not  confine  your  answer  to  these  par. 
ticulars,  as  much  additional  information  will  be 
proper.  Yours,  JOHN  II.  ’WALKER, 

E.  F.  PENNYPACKER. 

“N.  Biddle,  esq.” 

This  was  the  first  step  in  the  charter  of  the  bank. 
No  memorial,  no  solicitation  from  the  bank  itself, 
but  a formal  and  official  application  from  the  legis- 
lature to  the  bank,  inquiring  if  the  “bank  would 
accept  a charter  from  this  state” — “upon  what 
terms  this  can  be  effected” — “the  number  of  years 
that  you  would  be  sa  tisfied  to  be  chartered  for” — 
“the  premium  and  ot!  ler  encouragements  that  would 
be  given  to  the  state 

The  president  of  the  bank,  in  his  reply,  put  the 
subject  on  this  footing: 

“The  question  you  perceive  is,  what  inducements 
can  be  offered,  to  the  stockholder  in  the  other  parts  of 
the  union,  or  in  other  countries,  to  leave  his  funds  in 
Pennsylvania  rather  tha  n recall  them  home  io  be  em- 
ployed elsewhere.  As  a Pennsylvanian,  devotedly 


attached  to  the  interests  and  the  fame  of  our  state. 
I would  give  more  to  Pennsylvania  than  to  any 
other  state  for  the  charter,  and  would  endeavor  to 
induce  the  other  stockholders  to  do  the  same;  yet 
where  there  are  so  many  other  states  possessing 
equal  power  to  grant  a charter,  the  effort  would  of 
course  be  fruitless  unless  the  charter  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, while  it  was  beneficial  to  the  state,  present- 
ed a reasonable  prospect  of  not  being  too  burden- 
some to  the  stockholder.  Both  these  objects  should 
be,  and  I tbink  can  be,  attained;” — and  be  proceed- 
ed to  explain  what  he  deemed  the  true  basis  of  an 
arrangement. 

Accordingly,  a bill  passed  for  chartering  the 
bank,  “not  to  take  effect  until  it  shall  have  been 
accepted  by  the  stockholders  at  a general  meeting.” 
The  stockholders,  to  whom  this  charter  was  thus 
offered,  proceeded  to  examine  it.  They  saw  at 
once  that  the  terms  were  very  onerous:  There 

were  to  he  paid  in  money,  $4,500,000 

In  subscriptions  to  internal  improve- 
ments, 675,000 

In  premiums  on  loans  when  wanted  by 
the  state,  600,000 


Mailing  $5,775,000 

besides  other  advantages.  Nevertheless  they  re- 
solved to  accept  it — partly  because  they  had  re- 
served out  ol  tlieir  former  earnings  the  means  of 
paying  the  bonus,  and  partly  because  they  were 
induced  by  the  Pennsylvania  stockholders  to  be- 
lieve that  when  once  the  faith  of  the  state  was 
pledged  to  them,  the  character  and  the  honor  of 
the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  were  a suf- 
ficient guarantee  against  any  invasion  of  their 
rights.  This  guarantee  was  given  not  merely  under 
the  usual  solemnities  of  legislation,  but  especial  care 
was  taken  by  the  legislature  io  satisfy  these  stock- 
holders that  if  they  accepted  the  charier  they  would 
never  be  disturbed.  Thus,  in  the  progress  of  the 
bill  through  the  house  of  representatives,  a section, 
(the  5th  section),  was  introduced  to  this  effect: 
“If  it  shall  appear  that  the  charter  and  privileges 
granted  by  this  act  are  injurious  to  the  citizens  of 
this  commonwealth,  the  legislature  reserve  lull 
power  to  altar,  revoke  or  annul  any  of  them,  al  any 
time  they  may  think  proper.” 

The  effect  of  that  provision  in  exposing  the 
rights  of  strangers  to  the  caprice  of  a future  legis- 
lature became  obvious,  and  accordingly  that  5th  sec- 
tion 'vas  reconsidered  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives and  amended  as  follows:  “That  if  the  said 
corporation,  at  any  time  during  the  continuance  of 
the  charter,  shall  abuse  or  misuse  the  privileges 
and  powers  hereby  eranted,  them  this  charter  shall 
be  forfeited,  and  the  said  powers  and  privileges  shall 
cease  and  become  void.” 

To  this  it  was  objected  that  it  might  enable  the 
legislature  to  claim  the  right  of  judging  of  these 
alleged  abuses,  and  they  were  distinctly  and  de- 
cidedly informed,  that  if  when  the  charter  was  of- 
fered, to  the  stockholders  it  contained  any  such  pio- 
visioi,  it  would  he  certainly  and  instantly  rejected 
by  tlum.  Accordingly,  when  the  bill  reached  the 
senate  a motion  was  made  to  strike  out  this  filth 
section,  and  substitute  n provision,  exactly  similar 
to  thatin  the  old  charter,  that  the  fact  of  any  flota- 
tion offthe  charter  should,  be  first  determined  by  the 
courts , \eforc  the  legislature  could  repeal  it.  This 
passed  oja  unanimous  vote  of  the  senate — every  mem- 
ber being-in  his  place.  And  all  attempts  to  give  the 
uncontrolled  right  of  repeal  to  the  legislature  were 
negativedi 

Thus,  amotion  was  made  to  amend  as  follows: 

“The  privileges  hereby  granted  to  said  bank 
shall  be  subject  to  such  alterations  and  restric- 
tions as  thalegislature  may  at  any  time  hereafter 
think  propel  to  enact  for  the  better  regulation  of 
the  bankingjnstitutions  of  this  commonwealth,  and 
shall  be  liabli  to  such  taxes,  whether  on  dividends 
or  otherwise, ns  the  legislature  may  at  any  time 
hereafter  imp>se.” 

It  was  rcjeccd  by  a vole  of  eleven  t»  twenty-two, 
being  two  io  o\c. 

Again — A nation  was  made  to  amend  as  follows: 

“Also,  if  ittshall  appear  that  the  charter  and 
privileges  by  nis  act  granted  to  the  bank  herein 
mentioned,  are  njurious  to  the  citizens  of  this  com- 
monwealth, thellegislatiire  reserve  full  power  to 
alter,  revoke  aniimnul  Ihem,  or  any  of  them,  at  any 
time  they  may  link  proper.” 

This  was  rejeetd  by  a vote  of  twenty-one  to  twelve. 

The  facts  thus Iriefly  stated,  present  this  case — 
A certain  numlni  of  citizens  of  other  states  and 
other  countries  hal  a large  amount  of  capital  which 
they  were  about  h withdraw  from  Pennsylvania. 
All  the  authorities  of  Pennsylvania  interpose  to 
prevent  what  they  pern  injurious  to  the  state — they 
request  these  distait  citizens  to  leave  their  funds 
in  the  state — they  nss  a law  offering  certain  in- 
ducements for  themto  remain — and  declare  that  if 
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they  will  consent  to  stay,  tbey  shall  never  be  dis- 
turbed. They  trust  to  these  promises.  They  pay 
a large  sum  of  money  with  which  the  legislature  is 
enabled  to  dispense  with  the  taxes  in  Pennsylvania — 
to  continue  the  public  works  in  Pennsylvania — and 
to  educate  gratuitously  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania. 
They  do  more — they  subscribe  voluntarily  half  a 
million  of  dollars  to  other  Pennsylvania  improve- 
ments— they  establish  three  branches  to  lend  money 
to  citizens  of  Pennsylvania— they  resume  their 
active  business  in  Philadelphia  which  probably 
saved  that  city  and  the  whole  state  from  the  ge- 
neral bankruptcy  which  would  have  followed  the 
winding  up  of  its  affairs.  And  now  after  all  this, 
certain  persons  are  endeavoring  to  induce  the  peo- 
ple of  Pennsylvania  to  violate  this  solemn  engage- 
ment— to  break  the  plighted  faith  of  the  common- 
wealth— and  to  annul  a contract  which  it  volunta- 
rily sought,  nay,  solicited  from  these  strangers. 

Tou  will  naturally  ask  by  what  process  this  is  to 
be  accomplished.  There  is  a difference  of  opinion 
— some  thinking  it  should  be  done  by  the  legisla- 
ture— others,  by  the  convention — some,  with  a re- 
turn of  the  bonus — some,  without  it.  Now,  none 
of  these  will  be  done — or  can  be  done — and  not  one 
of  them  will  even  be  attempted. 

The  difficulty  with  the  legislature  is  this: — They 
asked  the  stockholders  to  take  the  charter — they 
received  the  stockholders’  money  and  gave  the  char- 
ter. Now,  if  this  is  not  a bargain — a contract — 
what  is?  What  difference  is  there  between  this  and 
the  other  engagements  of  the  state!  It  takes  my 
money  and  gives  a paper  declaring  that  I own  cer- 
tain land.  It  takes  your  money  and  gives  you  a 
certificate  of  debt — to  another  it  says,  build  a bridge, 
or  a canal,  or  a rail  road,  and  you  shall  have  a pa- 
per declaring  that  you  may  take  toll.  They  all 
stand  on  the  same  footing.  The  constitution  of 
Pennsylvania  forbids  tile  legislature  from  violating 
any  one  of  such  engagements.  It  contains  what  it 
calls  “a  declaration'of  rights,”  as  follows: 

“That  the  general,  great  and  essential  principles 
of  liberty  and  free  government  mav  be  recognized 
and  unalterably  established,  we  declare 

“That  no  expost  facto  law,  nor  any  law  impairing 
contracts,  shall  be  made.” 

How,  then,  can  the  legislature  make  a law  violat- 
ing its  own  contracts?  Even  were  it  disposed  to  do 
so,  it  is  forbidden  by  a power  still  higher  than  the 
legislature,  or  even  the  constitution,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  is  a guaran- 
tee by  all  the  states  against  any  wrong  done  by  any 
one  state.  That  instrument  declares  that  “this 
constitution  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and 
the  judges  in  every  state  shall  be  bound  thereby— 
anything  in  the  constitution  or  laws  of  any  state  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding;  and  that  constitution  de- 
clares that  “no  slate  shall  pass  any  law  impairing  the 
obligation  of  contracts.”  So  obvious  is  this,  that  even 
Mr.  Geo.  M.  Dallas,  saw  it.  The  character,  he  says, 
“is  essentially  a contract  made  by  at  least  on;  nomi- 
nal representatives  with  numerous  persons,  nine- 
tenths  of  whom  are  strangers  to  our  soil,  and  each  of 
whom  contributed,  in  the  payment  of  the  bonus, 
some  portion  of  his  private  property  in  exemtion  of 
his  share  of  its  stipulations.”  “The  rights  which  it 
imparted  are  now  absolutely  vested,  and  tie  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  prohibits  any  state  from 
passing  any  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  con- 
tracts.” “I  am  aware,”  he  adds,  “of  the  natural 
and  prevailing  impression  that  the  nextgeneral  as- 
sembly might  be  called  upon  to  pronomca  the  in- 
corporating act  null  and  void,  on  the  (round  of  its 
having  been  fraudulently,  surreptitioisly  and  cor- 
ruptly obtained.”  “But  such  a moviment  violates 
fixed  maxims — rn'iking  declamation  equivalent  to 
proof,  forfeiting  private  property,  anl  passing  sen- 
tence of  infamy  without  judicial  trial.  We  mast  not 
debase  our  pursuit  by  any  such  hypo:ritical  pagean- 
try and  summary  injustice.”  And  accordingly  he 
recommends  as  the  only  remedy,  die  convention. 
But.  if  the  legislature  cannot  doit,  how  can  the 
convention  do  it? 

The  convention  is  a body  creat'd  under  a law  of 
the  state,  entitled  “an  act  to  prwide  for  calling  a 
convention  with  limited  powers  ” 

The  act  declares  that  the  con  ention  shall  have 
power  to  propose  amendments  'f  the  constitution, 
to  the  people,  for  their  ratificatin  or  rejection,  and 
'“no  other  or  greater  powers  whaioevcr.”  “To  pro- 
pose amendments  to  the  contitution.”  Well — 
what  is  there  in  the  constitutim  about  the  bank? 
How  can  its  repeal  be  put  into  ie  constitution?  and 
11  it  were  in  the  constitution,  vhat  force  would  it 
have  against  the  paramount  pwer  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  wlch  declares  that  no 
state  shall  impair  the  obligatin  of  a contract,  either 
■by  its  laws  and  its  constitution 

If  then  the  legislature  or  lie  convention  were  to 
attempt  such  a breach  of  fail,  not  merely  the  peo- 


ple of  Pennsylvania,  but  the  people  of  the  other 
states,  whose  citizens  will  be  thus  defrauded  by 
Pennsylvania,  would  unite  in  putting  down  this 
usurpation. 

But  there  is  not  the  slightest  danger  that  either 
the  legislature  or  the  convention  will  make  this 
abortive  attempt.  There  are  not  twenty  men  in 
Pennsylvania  who  would  not  scorn  thus  to  degrade 
this  ancient  and  honorable  commonwealth.  Never- 
theless, that  question  shall  be  tried  before  the  con- 
vention. It  involves  interests  lar  deeper  than  the 
temporary  existence  of  the  bank — it  concerns  the 
whole  character  of  our  free  institutions.  If  a con- 
vention in  Pennsylvania  can  dissolve  the  obligations 
contracted  by  the  legislature,  so  can  a convention 
in  New  York  or  Virginia.  If,  when  a legislature 
has  pledged  the  faith  of  the  state,  its  members  may 
disperse,  and,  reappearing  in  a few  months  as  dele- 
gates to  a convention,  annul  all  the  acts  of  that  le- 
gislature— there  can  be  no  safety  in  dealing  with 
the  states.  The  hundred  millions  of  money  lent  by 
Europeans  on  the  pledge  of  the  faith  of  the  states— 
the  thousand  millions  invested  on  the  security  of 
the  engagements  of  the  states,  the  titles  to  lands, 
arid  to  all  other  property,  bridges,  turnpikes,  canals, 
rail  roads,  banks,  every  private  right,  every  corpo- 
rate power,  are  wholly  at  the  mercy  of  the  state  au- 
thorities, call  them  as  you  please,  legislatures  or 
conventions.  The  whole  institutions  of  the  coun- 
try would  become  frauds.  This  must  not  be.  It 
must  be  decided  whether  this  Pennsylvania  of  ours 
is  a virtuous  community  or  a mere  society  of  plun- 
derers— nor  will  the  honor  of  the  state  be  relieved, 
either  at  home  or  abroad,  from  the  stain  which  a 
lew  small  politicians  wish  to  fix  upon  her,  until  the 
Convention  adopts  some  solemn  declaration  that 
there  is  no  power  in  this  nation  capable  of  violating 
the  sacred  engagements  of  the  state  authorities. — 
That  should  be  done,  and,  if  any  efforts  of  mine 
may  avail,  that  shall  be  done  for  the  honor  of  this 
state,  for  the  character  of  her  sister  states,  and  for 
the  stability  of  all  popular  institutions.  In  the 
mean  time  there  is  not  the  least  reason  for  anxiety 
about  it.  The  question  was  agitated  merely  for 
the  election  and  expired  with  it,  and  there  is  no 
party  in  the  state  at  all  desirous  of  resuming  a con- 
troversy, which  can  only  distract  and  injure  the 
commonwealth.  With  great  respect  and  regard, 
yours,  N.  BIDDLE. 

Hon.  John  Q.  Adams,  Washington,  D.  C. 


INDIAN  STREAM  DIFFICULTIES. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS 

7b  his  excellency  the  governor  of  the  state  of  New 
Hampshire. 

The  undersigned,  commissioners,  appointed  un- 
der a resolution  of  the  legislature  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, approved  June  18,  1836,  “to  repair  io  Inman 
Stream  and  collect  and  arrange  such  testimony  as 
may  be  obtained  to  rebut  and  explain  the  charges 
and  testimony  obtained  and  preferred  against  ihe 
authorities  ai.d  citizens  of  this  state  by  lord  Gos- 
ford,  governor  of  the  province  of  Lower  Canada,” 
have  attended  to  that  duty  and  now  make  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

The  charges  made  by  lord  Gosford  are  the  three 
following,  viz: 

1.  “The  first  and  most  serious  is  the  irruption 
within  the  limits  of  this  province  (Lower  Canada) 
of  armed  citizens  of  the  United  States,  under  the 
command  of,  or  countenanced  by  an  officer  holding 
a commission  in  their  militia,  for  the  avowed  pur- 
pose of  attacking  and  forcibly  carrying  out  of  the 
province,  several  of  H.  M’s  subjects.” 

2.  “The  continued  attempts  of  the  state  of  New 
Hampshire,  notwithstanding  the  repeated  remon- 
strances of  H.  M’s  government,  to  exercise  juris- 
diction and  to  enforce  its  laws  within  a territory, 
which,  until  it  shall  be  formally  adjudged  to  be 
part  of  the  United  States,  under  the  treaty  of  1785, 
must  be  considered  as  still  undetached  from  the 
original  possession  of  Great  Britain,  and  its  inhabi- 
tants consequently  within  the  protection  of  her 
government.” 

3.  “The  military  occupation,  by  the  state  of 
New  Hampshire,  of  the  territory  in  question.” 

The  commissioners,  in  order  to  present  to  your 
excellency  and  to  the  honorable  legislature  of  the 
state  a plain  and  intelligible  account  of  the  con- 
troversy relating  to  the  Indian  Stream  territory, 
have  given  to  the  subject  a more  extended  exami- 
nation than  was  necessary  simply  to  rebut  and  ex- 
plain the  charges  of  lord  Gosford.  The  following 
statement  of  tacts,  it  is  believed,  will  clearly  and 
unequivocally  justify  the  state  of  New  Hampshire 
in  maintaining  jurisdiction  over  this  territory,  and. 
show  that  all  the  acts  of  violence  there  committed, 
are  to  be  entirely  attributed  to  the  attempt  of  cer- 
tain individuals  i n Lower  Canada  to  extend  the 
authority  of  that  province  over  the  territory  in 
question,  since  the.  pretended  award  of  the  king  of  i 


the  Netherlands,  the  state  of  New  Hampshire  hav- 
ing exercised  quiet,  peaceable  and  exclusive  juris- 
diction over  the  same  from  the  peace  of  1783  to  a 
period  subsequent  to  said  pretended  award.  In  the 
year  1739,  a committee  was  appointed  by  the  le- 
gislature of  this  state  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing the  boundary  lines  between  the  state  of  Maine, 
then  Massachusetts  the  province  of  Lower  Canada^ 
and  this  state.  This  committee  attended  to  the  du- 
ties assigned  them,  and  established  and  marked  by 
suitable  monuments,  many  of  which  are  now  re- 
maining, a boundary  line  of  the  state,  including  all 
the  territory  now  in  dispute,  and  making  the  head 
of  Hall’s  river  our  northwestern  boundary  monu- 
ment. That  the  committee  were  right  in  their 
construction  of  that  part  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  rela- 
tive to  this  subject  is  manifest  from  the  following: 

1.  This  is  the  only  head  of  Connecticut  river  that 
intersects  with  the'hiriilands  dividing  the  waters 
which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  from  those  which  fall 
into  the  St.  Lawrence. 

2.  This  is  manifestly  and  notoriously,  by  far,  the 
most  north  westernmost  head  of  Connecticut  river, 
that  claimed  by  the  British  government  being  mani- 
festly the  most  NORTH  EASTERN  head  of  Con- 
necticut river. 

3.  The  Magalloway  river,  a branch  of  the  An- 
droscoggin, taxes  its  rise  many  miles  north  and 
west,  not  only  of  that  branch  of  the  Connecticut 
claimed  by  the  British  as  the  north  westernmost 
head,  but  also  north  and  west  of  Indian  Stream,  so 
that  pursuing  the  highlands  indicated  by  the  treaty, 
one  would  never  arrive  at  the  head  waters  claimed 
by  the  British  government  as  those  indicated  by 
the  treaty,  but  would  have  to  leave  the  highlands 
and  cross  the  Magalloway  river  to  attain  the  object. 

The  above  fact  of  the  true  source  of  the  Magal- 
loway river,  it  is  believed,  is  not  noticed  in  any 
geography  nor  laid  down  upon  any  map  of  the  coun- 
try. This  may  be  easily  accounted  for  on  account 
of  its  remote  situation  and  unsettled  state.  It  is 
nevertheless  an  important  fact,  and  one  which  goes 
far  not  only  to  show  that  the  British  claim  to  juris- 
diction over  this  disputed  territory  is  unfounded, 
but  that  by  the  words  of  the  treat}-,  New  Hampshire 
is  entitled  to  a much  larger  territory  there,  than  we 
have  ever  yet  claimed.  Many  of  the  first  settle- 
ments of  this  territory  were  by  persons  who  fled 
there  from  the  neighboring  states  to  avoid  the  pay- 
ment of  their  debts,  or  the  criminal  process  to  which 
their  crimes  had  rendered  them  amenable.  As  the 
population  increased,  the  character  of  the  inhabi- 
tants improved;  and  although  at  times  some  of  them 
claimed  to  belong  to  Vermont,  and  at  other  times  to 
Maine,  and  at  other  times  to  be  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States,  but  not  of  any  particular 
state,  awt  at  other  times  f0  be  independent  either  of 
united  States  government  or  the  government  of 
Great  Britain,  yet  the  officers  of  the  state  of  New 
Hampshire,  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  required, 
executed  divers  processes  issuing  from  the  courts 
of  this  state,  upon  the  inhabitants  there,  and  al- 
though sometimes  they  met  with  such  resistance 
as  was  to  be  expected  from  the  character  of  the  in- 
habitants, yet  no  complaint  was  ever  made  on  ac- 
count thereof  by  the  officers  of  the  province  of  Ca- 
nada, or  of  any  foreign  government  whatever  In- 
deed the  oldest  inhabitants  in  the  territory  or  the 
towns  adjacent  have  no  recollection  of  ever  having 
heard  of  any  act  of  any  other  government  ever  ex- 
ercised within  tiie  territory,  save  by  the  state  of 
New  Hampshire.  The  inhabitants  have  uniformly 
resorted  to  New  Hampshire  for  the  purpose  of  being 
united  in  marriage  whenever  there  was  such  a cere” 
mony  to  be  performed  among  them,  and  in  divers 
other  ways,  such  as  taking  advantage  of  our  bounty 
laws  for  the  destruction  "of  certain  wild  animals, 
manifested  under  whose  protection  they  lived,  and 
to  what  government  they  supposed  they  owed  alle- 
giance. Affairs  were  in  this  quiet  posture  at  this 
place  at  the  time  of  the  pretended  award  of  the  king 
of  the  Netherlands;  and  at  a period  subsequent  to 
that,  one  of  those  restless  individuals,  the  bane  of 
every  well-ordered  society,  who  are  never  easy  un- 
less busied  about  the  affairs  of  their  neighbors,  claim- 
ing to  be  a magistrate  of  Lower  Canada,  and  to  be 
acting  by  the  direction  of  the  governor  of  that  pro- 
vince, began  to  claim  the  territory  as  belonging  to 
the  province  of  Lower  Canada.  This  claim  was 
now  asserted  in  various  ways,  such  as  sending  pre- 
tended warrants  in  the  name  of  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  into  the  territory.  He  also  sent  a letter 
directed  to  various  individuals  there,  requesting 
them  to  assemble  at  the  school  house  in  one  place 
on  Saturday,  and  another  on  Sunday,  and  when 
they  were  thus  assembled  he  met  them  and  exhort- 
ed them  to  open  resistance  to  the  laws  of  the  state, 
and  assure^  them  of  the  protection  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Lojver  Canada  in  so  doing. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  better  disposed  part  of  the 
.community  there,  that  all  the  difficulties  which 
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have  occurred  at  that  settlement  within  the  three 
or  four  years  last  past,  are  to  be  attributed  to  the 
mischievous  interference  of  the  individual  alluded 
to,  and  from  all  the  investigation  which  we  were 
able  to  make,  we  were  unanimously  of  the  same 
opinion. 

If  it  be  the  fact  that  Hall’s  stream  be  the  north 
westernmost  head  of  Connecticut  river,  and  if  the 
state  of  New  Hampshire  have  exercised  jurisdiction 
over  this  disputed  territory  from  the  peace  of  1783 
to  the  present  time,  and  these  two  points  are  incon- 
testibly  proved  by  testimony  taken  by  the  commis- 
sioners, and  accompanying  this  report,  then  the  2d 
and  3d  cause  of  complaint,  as  set  forth  by  lord  Gos- 
l'ord,  entirely  fail,  for  the  military  occupation,  spo- 
ken of  by  him,  and  the  attempted  jurisdiction  of 
the  state  of  New  Hampshire,  are  justified  by  every 
principle  of  the  law  of  nations,  as  well  as  by  that 
protection  which  every  government  owes  to  its  citi- 
zens. 

We  now  proceed  to  state  all  the  facts  relating  to 
the  first  charge  of  his  lordship,  and  we  have  thus 
inverted  their  order  because  it  seemed  to  us  the 
most  natural  course,  for  if  we  had  no  title  to  the 
soil,  then  our  jurisdiction  was  usurped  and  wrong- 
ful, our  military  occupation  unjustifiable,  and  our 
whole  defence  untenable.  In  October,  1835,  Wil- 
liam M.  Smith,  a deputy  sheriff  of  Coos  county, 
had  a writ  put  into  his  hands  for  service  against  one 
John  H.  Tyler,  an  inhabitant  of  the  disputed  terri- 
tory. Smith,  not  knowing  Tyler,  and  also  appre- 
hending some  resistance,  procured  one  Richard  I. 
Blanchard  and  John  Milton  ITarvey  to  assist  him, 
and  then  proceeded  to  Tyler’s  house  for  the  purpose 
of  making  service  of  tile  writ.  Not  having  found 
said  Tyler  at  his  house,  they  went  in  pursuit  of  him 
agreeably  to  the  directions  which  they  had  receiv- 
ed, and  soon  met  said  Tyler.  Smith  then  requested 
said  Tyler  to  show  him  property,  that  it  might  be 
attached  on  the  writ,  which  he  refused  to  do,  he 
was  arrested  by  said  Smith,  who  was  proceeding 
with  said  Tyler  in  custody,  when  he  was  forcibly 
rescued  from  said  Smith’s  possession  by  several  of 
the  inhabitants. 

Upon  this,  the  individual  before  referred  to  as 
the  occasion  of  all  the  difficulties  atthi3  place,  issu- 
ed a warrant  in  the  name  of  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  against  said  Smith,  Blanchard  and  Harvey, 
for  attempting  to  execute  process  there,  not  issued 
by  authority  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  and  sent  it 
into  the  settlement  for  the  purpose  of  having  it  served 
upon  the  individuals  against  whom  it  had  issued. 
This  was  done  with  a full  knowledge  of  the  fact 
that  this  state  had,  by  a resolution  of  the  legisla- 
ture, determined  to  maintain  its  jurisdiction  over 
the  territory  until  the  boundary  line  should  be  de- 
finitely and  satisfactorily  settled. 

By  virfuo  of  thio  pretended  warrant,  on  the  22d 
day  of  October,  A.  D.  1835,  said  Blanchard  was 
taken  from  his  own  dwelling  house,  by  an  armed 
body  of  men,  with  the  express  and  avowed  purpose 
of  carrying  him  into  Canada  for  trial,  on  the  absurd 
charge  of  having  assisisted  in  serving  a writ  duly 
issued  by  the  competent  authority  of  the  county  of 
Coos. 

The  news  of  this  outrage  was  immediately  spread 
through  the  adjacent  towns,  and  excited  very  great 
indignation  against  its  perpetrators.  The  inhabi- 
tants very  generally,  upon  being  notified  of  the 
fact,  expressed  a determination  not  to  suffer  their 
fellow  citizen  thus  to  be  taken  from  his  home  and 
carried  out  of  the  state,  without  an  attempt  at  least 
on  their  part  to  rescue  him.  In  pursuance  of  this 
determination,  several  citizens  of  the  neighborhood 
went  over  the  line  dividing  this  state  from  the  pro- 
vince of  Lower  Canada,  for  the  purpose  of  intercept- 
ing those  who  had  said  Blanchard  in  custody,  and  ef- 
fecting his  release.  This  was  effected  without  any 
violence,  and  so  far  from  being  done  under  the  direc- 
tion of  any  military  officer,  it  was  an  entirely  sponta- 
neous assembly  of  citizens  aroused  by  what  they 
deemed  a gross  outrage  upon  the  rights  of  one  of  their 
fellow  citizens,  subject  to  the  direction  of  no  military 
or  civil  officer  of  the  state.  How  far  this  proceed- 
ing is  to  be  palliated  or  justified,  the  wisdom  of  the 
legislature  may  best  determine.  The  facts  are  here 
stated.  After  said  Blanchard  had  been  thus  rescu- 
ed, the  individuals  who  had  turned  out  for  that  pur- 
pose, assembled  at  the  store  of  Parmelee  & Joy,  in 
Canaan,  Vermont.  Among  the  number  was  Wm. 
M.  Smith,  the  deputy  sheriff  before  spoken  of,  who 
had  previously  arrested  one  John  H.  Tyler,  who 
been  rescued  from  him  in  the  manner  before  stated. 
He  then  offered  a reward  of  five  dollars  to  any  one 
who  would  deliver  said  Tyler  to  him.  A notion 
seemed  very  generally  to  prevail,  amongst  those 
who  were  then  present,  that  said  Tyler  having 
once  been  legally  made  a prisoner,  by  the  arrest  of 
said  Smith,  might  be  retaken  again  wherever  he 
could  be  found.  This  John  H.  Tyler  was  one  of 
those  who  had  said  Blanchard  in  custody  at  the 


time  he  was  rescued  in  the  manner  before  stated. 
After  Smith,  the  deputy  sheriff,  had  offered  this  re- 
ward for  the  recapture  of  said  Tyler,  several  of  the 
individuals  who  had  left  their  homes  for  the  avow'ed 
and  express  purpose  of  rescuing  Blanchard,  unad- 
visedly and  improperly  went  over  the  line  for  the 
purpose  of  retaking  Tyler,  they  having  at  that 
time  the  impression  that  they  were  justified  in  so 
doing.  No  sooner  were  these  individuals  over  the 
line  than  they  were  set  upon  in  a furious,  boiste- 
rous and  outrageous  manner  by  the  individual  be- 
fore referred  to,  as  the  cause  of  all  the  difficulty 
at  the  Indian  Stream  settlement,  and  the  very  in- 
dividual who  had  issued  the  warrant  by  which 
Blanchard  had  been  dragged  from  his  home  as  be- 
fore stated. 

The  individual  came  upon  them  while  they  were 
peaceably  and  quietly  demeaning  themselves,  hav- 
ing offered  or  threatened  violence  to  no  one,  and 
ordered  them  off  the  highway,  and  attempted  to 
make  prisoners  of  them,  and  called  upon  those 
who  were  with  him  to  assist.  The  New  Hamp- 
shire citizens,  not  relishing  the  idea  of  thus  being 
made  prisoners,  resisted,  and  being  assaulted  with 
great  violence  by  the  inhabitants  of  Canada,  their 
horses’  bridles  seized,  and  stones  thrown  violently 
at  them,  defended  themselves  with  such  arms  as 
they  had  with  them  having  taken  them  at  the  time 
they  turned  out  l'or  the  rescue  of  Blanchard.  We 
do  not  undertake  to  state  with  accuracy  all  the 
particulars  of  the  skirmish  which  ensued  upon  this 
assault,  but  we  are  confident  in  the  assertion  that 
the  first  violence  offered  or  threatened  was  that 
done  to  citizens  of  New  Hampshire  by  citizens  of 
Canada.  The  result  was  that  the  individual  who 
commenced  the  brawl  was  violently  seized  and 
brought  over  the  line  into  Vermont  and  there  de- 
tained some  hours,  and  finally  set  at  large. 

As  to  the  assertion  that  the  late  gov.  Badger  was 
connected  with  a band  of  speculators  claiming  the 
territory  of  Indian  Stream  as  their  private  property, 
we  are  aware  of  no  rule  of  courtesy  or  etiquette 
which  requires  us  to  call  it  by  any  milder  name 
than  falsehood. 

The  commissioners,  in  conclusion,  are  happy  n 
being  able  to  inform  your  excellency  and  the  legis- 
lature, that  the  inhabitants  of  this  section  of  our 
state  are  now  in  as  quiet  and  peaceable  condition, 
as  free  from  internal  commotion,  or  foreign  inter- 
ference, as  any  portion  of  the  state  whatever.  The 
citizens  there,  who  were  friendly  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  good  order  and  the  wholesome  administra- 
tion of  the  laws,  and  who  had  begun  to  apprehend 
that  they  were  neglected,  have  been  assured  that 
the  protecting  energies  of  the  state  are  extended  to 
all  within  her  borders.  While  the  lawless,  and  me 
vicious  have  Iwen  male  to  feel  that  their  remote 
situation  affords  no  sanctuary  for  crime. 

We  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  people 
are  now  contented  and  happy  under  the  government 
of  the  state,  and  that  in  future  there  will  be  no  need 
of  any  farther  aid  from  the  militia,  to  assist  the  civil 
officers  in  the  due  execution  of  their  respective 
duties. 

The  commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  the  mea- 
sures adopted  by  the  late  governor  of  this  state, 
the  hon.  William  Badger,  in  relation  to  this  subject, 
were  wise  and  judicious,  and  that  to  his  prompt 
and  efficient  interference  to  maintain  the  integrity 
of  the  state  and  dignity  of  the  laws,  is  to  be  attri- 
buted the  present  quiet  condition  of  the  inhabitants 
there.  JOSEPH  LOW, 

RALPH  METCALF, 

JOHN  P.  HALE, 

Nov.  23,  1830.  Commissioners. 


TWENTY-FOURTH  CONGRESS, 

SECOND  SESSION — SENATE. 

December  5.  The  senate  assembled  at  12  o’clock. 
The  vice  president  took  the  chair  and  the  senators 
appeared  in  their  seats. 

Mr.  Haggles,  from  Maine;  Messrs.  Hubbard  and 
Pare,  from  New  Hampshire;  Messrs.  Prentiss  and 
Swift,  from  Vermont;  Mr.  Davis  from  Massachu- 
setts; Messrs.  Knight,  and  Robbins,  from  Rhode 
Island;  Messrs.  Niles  and  Tomlinson,  from  Con- 
necticut; Mr.  Wright,  from  New  York;  Messrs. 
Southard  and  Wall,  from  New  Jersey;  Messrs. 
Buchanan  and  McKean,  from  Pennsylvania;  Mr. 
Bayard,  from  Delaware;  Mr.  Kent,  from  Maryland; 
Mr.  Rives,  from  Virginia;  Mr.  King,  from  Georgia; 
M essrs.  Ewing  and  Morris,  from  Ohio;  Messrs. 
Cl’, ay  and  Crittenden,  from  Kentucky;  Messrs.  Grun- 
dy and  White,  from  Tennessee;  Messrs.  Hendricks 
and  Tipton,  from  Indiana;  Messrs.  Robinson  and 
Ewing,  from  Illinois;  Messrs.  King  and  Moore,  from 
Alabama;  Mr.  Walker,  from  Mississippi;  Messrs. 
Benton  and  Linn,  from  Missouri. 

Mr.  Benton  presented  the  credentials  of  Messrs. 
Fulton  and  Sevier,  senators  elect  from  the  new  state- 
of  Arkansas. 


Messrs.  Fulton  and  Sexier  were  qualified,  and  took 
their  seats. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr.  Ben- 
ton, and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  proceed  to  ascertain 
the  classes  in  which  the  senators  of  the  state  of 
Arkansas  shall  be  inserted,  in  conformity  with  the 
resolution  of  the  14th  May,  17S9,  and  as  the  con- 
stitution requires. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton , it  was  then 
Ordered,  That  the  secretary  put  into  the  ballot 
box  three  papers  of  .-qua!  size,  numbered  1,  2,  3. 
Each  of  the  senator;  from  the  state  of  Arkansas 
shall  draw  out  one  paper.  Number  1,  if  drawn, 
shall  entitle  the  meroier  to  be  placed  in  the  class  of 
senators  whose  term  of  service  will  expire  the  3d 
day  of  March,  1837;  number  2 in  the  class  whose 
term  will  expire  the  3d  day  of  March,  1839;  and 
number  3 in  the  class  whose  term  will  expire  the 
3d  day  of  March,  1841. 

It  was  accordingly  so  determined,  by  lot,  that 
Mr.  Sevier’s  term  should  expire  in  1S37,  and  Mr. 
Fulton’s  in  1841. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  secretary  of  the 
senate  was  directed  to  inform  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives that  a quorum  of  the  senate  was  present, 
and  ready  to  proceed -to  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  a committee  war. 
ordered  to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  senate, 
on  a joint  committee  of  both  houses,  to  wait  on  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that 
a quorum  of  both  bouses  of  congress  are  assembled, 
and  ready  to  receive  from  him  such  communication 
as  he  may  be  pleased  to  make. 

Messrs.  Grundy  and  Swift  were  appointed  by  the 
chair  members  of  said  committee,  on  the  part  of  the 
senate. 

The  chair  presented  a communication  from  the 
secretary  of  the  senate,  with  a statement  of  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  senate  for  the  year  ending 
on  the  3d  of  December,  1836.  Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Linn  offered  the  usual  resolution  to  supply 
the  members  of  the  senate  with  newspapers  during 
the  session.  Adopted. 

The  chair  presented  the  following  letter  of  re- 
signation from  the  secretary  of  the  senate: 

Washington,  December  5, 1836. 
Hon.  Martin  Van  Bvren  vice  president  of  the  U.  S. 
ani  president  of  the  senate: 

Sir:  I herewith  resign  the  office  of  secretary'  of 
the  senate  of  the  United  States. 

Having  so  long  possessed  the  confidence  of  the 
senate,  and  enjoyed  such  continued  and  friendly  in- 
tercourse with  its  members,  it  is  with  feelings  of 
deep  and  painful  sensibility  I now  separate  from 
Ulom;  and  these  feelings  are  greatly  increased, 
when  I reflect  on  the  courtesy  and  kindness  I have 
received  from  yourself,  as  the  presiding  officer  of 
the  senate,  and  on  the  uniform  and  unbroken  con- 
fidence and  friendship  which  have  for  so  many 
years  subsisted  between  us.  No  length  of  time  or 
change  of  circumstances  will  ever  efface  from  my 
mind  thl  recollections  growing  out  of  these  as- 
sociations and  I shall  always  rejoice  to  hear  of 
your  prosperity  and  happiness,  and  of  that  of  every 
member  of  the  senate. 

| WALTER  LOWRIE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bcrdon,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  chief  clerk  of  the  senate  per- 
form the  du\ies  of  secretary  till  a secretary  be  ap- 
pointed. 

Mr.  Macntn  accordingly  took  the  requisite  oath. 
Messrs.  M;Kean,  Tomlinson  and  Hendricks  were 
appointed  by  the  chair,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wall,  as 
tlie  committeeof  accounts  of  the  senate. 

A message  Was  received  from  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, by  Mr.  Franklin,  their  clerk,  in- 
forming the  semte  that  a quorum  of  the  house  had 
assembled,  and  bad  appointed  on  their  part  mem- 
bers of  a joint  (pmmittee  to  wait  on  the  president 
of  the  United  Sates. 

On  motion  of  ffr.  Hubbard,  the  senate  adjourned 
till  12  o’clock  to-morrow. 

December  6.  ITr.  Grundy,  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee appointed  p wait  on  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  infirmed  the  senate  that  they  had 
performed  the  duv  assigned  them,  and  that  the 
president  had  exposed  to  them  his  intention  to 
make  a communicaion  to  the  two  houses  oi  con- 
gress this  dav  at  12l’cloc.k. 

THE  AIWUAL  MESSAGE 
From  the  presides  of  the  Llnited  States  was  then 
received  and  read  by  the  acting  secretary,  ( Lewis 
II.  Machcn , esq.)  as  plows: 

Fellow  citizens  of  ve  senate 

and.  of  the  boxer,  of  representatives, 
Addressing  to  you  to  last  annual  message  I shall 
ever  present  to  the  digress  of  the  United  States, 
it  is  a source  of  the  met  heartfelt  satisfaction  to  be- 
able  to  congratulate  yd  on  the  high  state  ot  pros- 
perity which  our  helved  country  has  attained 
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with  nc,  causes  at  home  or  abroad  to  lessen  the  con- 
fidence 'with  which  we  look  to  the  future  for  con- 
tinuing proofs  of  the  capacity  of  our  free  institu- 
tions to  produce  all  the  fruits  ot  good  government, 
the  general  condition  oi  our  affairs  may  well  excite 
our  national  pride. 

I cannot  avoid  congratulating  you  and  my  coun- 
try, particularly,  on  the  success  of  the  efforts  made 
during  my  administration  by  the  executive  and  le- 
gislature, in  conformity  with  the  sincere,  constant 
and  earnest  desire  ot  the  people,  to  maintain  peace, 
and  establish  cordial  relations  with  all  foreign 
powers.  Our  gratitude  is  due  to  the  Supreme 
Ruler  of  the  universe,  and  I invite  you  to  unite 
with  me  in  offering  to  Him  fervent  supplication, 
that  his  providential  care  may  be  ever  extended  to 
those  who  follow  us,  enabling  them  to  avoid  the  dan- 
gers and  the  horrors  of  war,  consistently  with  a just 
and  indispensable  regard  to  the  rights  and  honor  of 
our  country.  But,  although  the  present  state  of  our 
foreign  affairs,  standing,  without  important  change, 
as  Ihey  did  when  you  separated  in  July  last,  is 
flattering  in  the  extreme,  I regret  to  say,  that  many 
questions  of  an  interesting  nature  at  issue  with 
others  powers  are  yet  unadjusted.  Amongst  the 
most  prominent  of  these  is  that  of  the  north  eastern 
boundary.  With  an  undiminished  confidence  in 
the  sincere  desire  of  his  Britannic  majesty’s  go- 
vernment to  adjust  that  question,  I am  not  yet  in 
possession  of  the  precise  grounds  upon  which  it 
proposes  a satisfactory  adjustment. 

With  France  our  diplomatic  relations  have  been 
resumed,  and  under  circumstances  which  attest 
the  disposition  of  both  governments  to  preserve 
a mutually  beneficial  intercourse,  and  foster  those 
amicable  feelings  which  are  so  strongly  required 
by  the  true  interests  of  the  two  countries.  With 
Russia,  Austria,  Prussia,  Naples,  Sweden  and  Den- 
mark, the  best  understanding  exists,  and  our  com- 
mercial intercourse  is  gradually  expanding  itself 
w’ith  them.  It  is  encouraged  in  all  vliese  countries, 
except  Naples,  by  their  mutually  advantageous  and 
liberal  treaty  stipulations  with  us. 

The  claims  of  our  citizens  on  Portugal  are  ad- 
mitted to  be  just,  but  provision  for  the  payment  of 
them  has  been  unfortunately  delayed  by  lrequent 
political  changes  in  that  kingdom. 

The  blessings  of  peace  have  not  been  secured 
by  Spain.  Our  connections  with  that  country  are 
on  the  best  footing,  with  the  exception  of  the  bur- 
dens still  imposed  upon  our  commerce  with  her 
possessions  out  of  Europe. 

The  claims  of  American  citizens  for  losses  sus- 
tained at  the  bombardment  of  Antwerp  have  been 
presented  to  the  government  of  Holland  anil  Bel- 
gium, and  will  be  pressed,  in  due  season,  to  settle- 
ment. . 

With  Brazil,  and  all  our  neighbors  of  this  con- 
tinent, we  continue  to  maintain  relations  of  amity 
and  concord,  extending  our  commerce  with  them 
as  far  as  the  resources  of  the  people  and  the  policy 
of  their  government  will  permit.  The  just  and. 
long  standing  claims  of  our  citizens  upon  some  of 
them,  are  yet  sources  of  dissatisfaction  and  com- 
plaint. No  danger  is  apprehended,  however  that 
they  will  not  be  peaceably,  although  tareijy,  ac- 
knowledged and  paid  by  all,  unless  the  irritating 
effect  of  her  struggle  with  Texas  should  unlortu- 
tunately  make  our  immediate  neighbor,  Mexico,  an 
exception. 

It  is  already  known  to  you,  by  the  correspon- 
dence between  the  two  governments,  conmunicat- 
ed  at  your  last  session,  that  our  conductin  relation 
to  that  struggle  is  regulated  by  the  same  principles 
that  governed  us  in  the  dispute  betweei  Spain  and 
Mexico  herself,  and,  I trust,  that  it  wil  be  found, 
on  the  most  severe  scrutiny,  that  oir  acts  have 
strictly  corresponded  with  our  professions.  That 
the  inhabitants  of  the  United  State;  should  feel 
strong  prepossessions  for  the  one  paitv  is  not  sur- 
prising. But  this  circumstance  shoild,  of  itself, 
teach  'us  great  caution,  least  it  led.  us  into  the 
great  error  of  suffering  public  polity  to  be  regu- 
lated by  partiality  or  prejudice;  and  there  are  con- 
siderations connected  with  the  possible  result  of 
this  contest  between  the  two  parties, of  so  much 
delicacy  and  importance  to  the  United  States,  that 
our  character  requires  that  we  should  neither  an- 
ticipate events,  nor  attempt  to  control  them. — 
The  known  desire  of  the  Texiais  to  become  a 
part  of  our  system,  although  its  grjtification  de- 
pends upon  the  reconcilement  of 'arious  and  con- 
flicting interests,  necessarily  a work  of  time,  and 
uncertain  in  itself,  is  calculated  teexpose  our  con- 
duct to  misconstruction  in  the  cyis  of  the  world. — 
There  are  already  those  who,  indfferent  to  princi- 
ple themselves,  and  prone  to  susject  the  want  of  it 
in  others,  charge  us  with  amblious  designs  and 
insidious  policy.  You  will  pereive,  by  the  ac- 
companying documents,  that  the  extraordinary  mis- 
sion from  Mexico  has  been  termnated,  on  the  sole 


grounds  that  the  obligations  of  this  government  to 
itself  and  to  Mexico,  under  treaty  stipulations,  have 
compelled  me  to  trust  a discretionary  authority  to 
a high  officer  of  our  army,  to  advance  into  territory 
claimed  as  part  of  Texas,  if  necessary  to  protect 
our  own  or  the  neighboring  frontier  from  Indian  de- 
predation. In  the  opinion  of  the  Mexican  function- 
ary who  has  just  left  us,  the  honor  of  this  country 
will  be  wounded  by  American  soldiers  entering, 
with  the  most  amicable  avowed  purposes,  upon 
ground  from  which  the  followers  of  his  government 
have  been  expelled,  and  over  which  there  is  at  pre- 
sent no  certainty  of  a serious  effort  on  its  part  being 
made  to  re-establish  its  dominion.  The  departure 
of  this  minister  was  the  more  singular,  as  he  was 
apprised  that  the  sufficiency  of  the  causes  assigned 
for  the  advance  of  our  troops  by  the  commanding 
general  had  been  seriously  doubted  by  me;  and  that 
there  was  every  reason  to  suppose  that  the  troops 
of  the  United  States — their  commander  having  had 
time  to  ascertain  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the  infor- 
mation upon  which  they  had  been  marched  to  Na- 
cogdoches— would  be  either  there  in  perfect  ac- 
cordance with  the  principles  admitted  to  be  just  in 
his  conference  with  the  secretary  of  state,  by  the 
Mexican  minister  himself,  or  were  already  with- 
drawn in  consequence  of  the  impressive  warnings 
their  commanding  officer  had  received  from  the  de- 
partment of  war.  It  is  hoped  and  believed  that  his 
government  will  take  a more  dispassionate  and  just 
view  of  this  subject,  and  not  be  disposed  to  con- 
strue a measure  of  justifiable  precaution,  made  ne- 
cessary by  its  known  inability,  in  execution  of  the 
stipulations  of  our  treaty,  to  act  upon  the  frontier, 
into  an  encroachment  upon  its  rights,  or  a stain 
upon  its  honor. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  ancient  complaints  of  in- 
justice, made  on  behalf  of  our  citizens  are  disre- 
garded, and  new  causes  of  dissatisfaction  have 
arisen,  some  of  them  of  a character  requiring 
prompt  remonstrance,  and  ample  and  immediate 
redress.  I trust,  however,  by  tempering  firmness 
with  courtesy,  and  acting  with  great  forbearance 
upon  every  incident  that  has  occurred,  or  that  may 
happen,  to  do  and  to  obtain  justice,  and  thus  avoid 
the  necessity  of  again  bringing  this  subject  to  the 
view  of  congress. 

It  is  my  duty  to  remind  you,  that  no  provision 
has  been  made  to  execute  our  treaty  with  Mexico 
for  tracing  the  boundary  line  between  the  two 
countries.  Whatever  may  be  the  prospect,  of 
Mexico  being  soon  able  to  execute  the  treaty  on  its 
part,  it  is  proper  that  we  should  be,  in  anticipation, 
prepared  at  all  times  to  perform  our  obligations, 
without  regard  to  the  probable  condition  of  those 
with  whom  we  have  contracted  them. 

The  result  of  the  confidential  inquiries  made  in- 
to (he  condition  and  prospects  of  the  newly  declared 
Texian  government,  will  be  communicated  to  you 
in  the  course  of  the  session. 

Commercial  treaties,  promising  great  advantages 
to  our  enterprising  merchants  and  navigators,  have 
been  formed  with  the  distant  governments  of  Mus- 
cat and  Siam.  The  ratifications  have  been  ex- 
changed, but  have  not  reached  the  department  of 
state;  copies  of  the  treaties  will  be  transmitted  to 
you,  if  received  before,  or  published,  if  arriving 
after  the  close  of  the  present  session  of  congress. 

Nothing  has  occurred  to  interrupt  the  good  un- 
derstanding that  has  long  existed  with  the  Barbary 
powers,  nor  to  check  the  good  will  which  is  gradu- 
ally growing  up  in  our  intercourse  with  the  do- 
minions of  the  government  of  the  distinguished 
chief  of  the  Ottoman  empire. 

Information  has  been  received  at  the  department 
of  state  that  a treaty  with  the  emperor  of  Morocco 
has  just  been  negotiated,  which,  I hope,  will  be  re- 
ceived in  time  to  be  laid  before  the  senate  previous 
to  the  close  of  the  session. 

You  will  perceive,  from  the  report  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  that  the  financial  means  of  the 
country  continue  to  keep  pace  with  its  improve- 
ment in  all  other  respects.  The  receipts  info  the 
treasury  during  the  present  year,  will  amount  to 
about  $47, 691,898;  those  from  customs  being  esti- 
mated at  .$22,523,151;  those  from  lands  at  about 
$24,000,000,  and  the  residue  from  miscellaneous 
sources.  The  expenditures  for  all  objects  during 
the  year,  are  estimated  not  to  exceed  $23,000,000, 
which  will  leave  a balance  in  the  treasury  for  pub- 
lic purposes,  on  the  first  day  of  January  next,  of 
about  $41,723,959.  This  sum  with,  the  exception 
five  millions,  will  be  transferred  to  the  several 
states,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act 
regulating  the  deposites  of  the  public  money. 

The  unexpended  balances  of  appropriation,  on  the 
1st  day  of  January  next,  are  estimated  $14,636,062, 
exceeding  by  $9,636,062,  the  amount  which  will 
be  left  in  the  deposite  banks,  subject  to  the  draft 
of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  after  the 
contemplated  transfers  to  the  several  states  are 


made.  If,  therefore,  the  future  receipts  should  not 
be  sufficient  to  meet  these  outstanding  and  future 
appropriations,  there  may  be  soon  a necessity  to  use 
a portion  of  the  funds  deposited  with  the  states. 

The  consequences  apprehended,  when  the  de- 
posite act  of  the  last  session  received  a reluctant 
approval,  have  been  measurably  realized.  Though 
an  act  merely  for  the  deposite  o(  the  surplus  moneys 
ot  the  United  States  in  the  state  treasuries,  lor 
safe  keeping,  until  they  may  be  wanted  lor  the  ser- 
vice of  the  general  government,  it  has  been  exten- 
sively spoken  of  as  an  act  to  give  the  money  to  the 
several  states,  and  they  have  been  advised  to  use  it 
as  a gift,  without  regard  to  the  means  of  refunding 
it  when  called  for.  Such  a suggestion  has  doubtless 
been  made  without  a due  consideration  of  the  obli- 
gation ol  the  deposite  act,  and  without  a proper  at- 
tention to  the  various  principles  and  interests  which 
are  affected  by  it. 

It  is  manifest  that  the  law  itself  cannot  sanction 
such  a suggestion,  and  that,  as  it  now  stands,  the 
states  have  no.  more  authority  to  receive  and  use 
these  deposites  without  intending  to  return  them, 
than  any  deposite  binlc,  or  any  individual  tempo- 
rarily charged  with  ihe  safe  keeping  or  application 
of  the  public  money,  would  now  have  for  convcrtiii"- 
the  same  to  their  private  use,  without  the  consent 
and  against  the  will  of  the  government.  But  inde- 
pendently of  the  violation  of  public  faith,  and  mo- 
ral obligation  which  ire  involved  in  thissu^estion, 
when  examined  in  reference  to  the  terms  of  the 
present  deposite  act.it  is  believed  that  the  consid- 
erations which  should  govern  the  future  legislation 
of  congress  on  this  sibject,  will  be  equally  conclu- 
sive against  the  adoption  of  any  measure  recogniz- 
ing the  principles  on  which  the  suggestion  has  been 
made. 

Considering  the  intimate  connection  of  the  sub- 
ject with. the  financial  irterests  of  the  country,  and 
its  great  importance  in  whatever  aspect  it  can  bo 
viewed,  I have  bestowed  upon  it  the  most  anxious 
reflection,  and  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  state  to 
congress  such  thoughts  as  have  occurred  to  me,  to 
aid  their  deliberation  in  treating  it  in  the  manner 
best  calculated  to  conduce  to  the  common  good. 

The  experience  of  other  nations  admonished  us 
to  hasten  the  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt. 
But  it  will  be  in  vain  that  we  have  congratulated 
each  other  upon  the  disappearance  of  this  evil,  if 
we  do  not  guard  against  the  equally  great  one ’of 
promoting  the  unnecessary  accumulation  of  public 
revenue.  No  political  maxim  is  better  established 
than  that  which  tells  us  that  an  improvident  expen- 
diture of  money  is  the  parent  of  profligacy,  and 
that  no  people  can  hope  to  perpetuate  their  liberties 
who  long  acquiesce  in  a policy  which  taxes  them 
for  object  not  necessary  to  the  legitimate  and  real 
wants  of  their  government. 

Flaltering  as  is  the  condition  of  our  country  at 
the  present  period,  because  of  its  unexampled^  ad- 
vance in  all  the  steps  of  social  and  political  im- 
provement, it  cannot  be  disguised  that  there  is  a 
lurking  danger  already  apparent  in  the  neglect  of 
this  warning  truth,  and  that  the  time  has  arrived 
when  the  representatives  of  the  people  should  be 
employed  in  devising  some  more  appropriate  reme- 
dy than  now  exists,  to  avert  it. 

Under  our  present  revenue  system,  there  is  every 
probability  that  there  will  continue  to  be  a surplus 
beyond  the  wants  of  the  government;  and  it  lias  be- 
come our  duty  to  decide  whether  such  a result  be 
consistent  with  the  true  objects  of  our  government. 

Should  a surplus  be  permitted  to  accumulate  be- 
yond the  appropriations,  it  must  be  retained  in’  the 
treasury  as  it  now  is,  or  distributed  anion"  the  peo- 
ple or  the  states.  ° r 

To  retain  if  in  the  treasury,  unemployed  in  anv 
way,  is  impracticable.  It  is,  besides,  against  the 
genius  of  oui  tree  institutions  to  leek  up  in  vaults 
the  treasure  cf  the  nation.  To  take  from  the  peo- 
ple the  right  if  bearing  arms,  and  put  their  weapons 
of  defence  in  the  hands  of  a standing  army,  would 
be  scarcely  more  dangerous  to  their  liberties  than 
to  permit  the  government  to  accumulate  immense 
amounts  of  treasure  bej'ond  the  supplies  necessary 
to  its  legitime  e wants.  Such  a treasure  would  douht- 
less  be  employed,  at  some  time,  as  it  has  been  in 
other  countries,  when  opportunity  tempted  ambi- 
tion. 

To  collect  it  merely  for  distribution  to  the  states 
would  seem  io  be  highly  impolitic,  if  not  as  dan- 
gerous as  the  iroposition  to  retain  it  in  the  treasury 
The  shortest  reflection  must  satisfy  every  one  that 
to  require  thi  people  to  pay  taxes  to  the  govern 
ment  merely  Jiat  they  may  be  paid  hack  a^ain  is 
sporting  with  the  substantial  interests  of  the”  coun- 
try, and  no  system  which  produces  such  aresutt 
can  be  expected  to  receive  the  public  countenance 
Nothing  could  be  gained  by  it,  even  if  each  indi- 
vidual who  contributed  a portion  of  the  tax  could 
receive  back  promptly  the  same  portion.  But  it  is 
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apparent  that  no  system  of  the  kind  can  ever  be  en- 
forced, which  will  not  absorb  a considerable  por- 
tion of  the  money,  to  be  distributed  in  salaries  and 
commissions  to  tire  agents  employed  in  the  process, 
and  in  the  various  losses  and  depreciations  which 
arise  from  other  causes;  and  the  practical  elfect  of 
such  an  attempt  must  ever  be  to  burden  the  people 
with  taxes,  not  for  purposes  beneficial  to  them,  but 
to  swell  the  profits  of  deposite  banks,  and  support 
a band  of  useless  public  officers. 

A distribution  to  the  people  is  impracticable  and 
unjust  in  other  respects.  It  would  be  taking  one 
man’s  property  and  giving  it  to  another.  Such 
would  be  tne  unavoidable  result  of  a rule  of  equa- 
lity (and  none  other  is  spoken  of,  or  would  be  like- 
ly to  be  adopted)  inasmuch  as  there  is  no  mode 
by  which  the  amount  of  the  individual  contribu- 
tions of  our  citizens  to  the  public  revenue  can  be 
ascertained.  We  know  that  they  contribute  une- 
qually, and  a rule  therefore  that  would  distribute  to 
them  equally,  would  be  liable  to  all  the  objections 
which  apply  to  the  principle  of  an  equal  division 
•of  property.  To  make  the  general  government  the 
instrument  of  carrying  this  odious  principle  into  ef- 
fect, would  be  at  once  to  destroy  the  means  of  its 
'usefulness,  and  change  the  character  designed  for 
it  by  the  framers  of  tne  constitulion. 

But  the  more  extended  and  injurious  consequen- 
ces likely  to  result  from  a policy  which  would  col- 
lect a surplus  revenue  for  the  purpose  of  distribut- 
ing it,  may  be  forcibly  illustrated  by  an  examina- 
tion of  the  elfects  already  produied  by  the  present 
deposite  act.  This  act,  although  certainly  design- 
ed to  secure  the  safe  keeping  of  the  public  revenue, 
is  not  entirely  free  in  its  tendencies  from  many  of 
the  objections  which  apply  to  this  principle  of  dis- 
tribution. The  government  lad,  without  necessi- 
ty, received  from  the  people  a large  surplus,  which, 
instead  of  being  employed  as  heretofore,  and  re- 
turned to  them  by  means  of  the  public  expendi- 
ture, was  deposited  with  sundry  banks.  The  banks 
proceeded  to  make  loans  upon  this  surplus,  and 
thus  converted  it  into  banking  capital,  and  in  this 
manner  it  has  tended  to  multiply  bank  charters, 
•and  has  had  a great  agency  in  producing  a spirit  of 
wild  speculation.  The  possession  and  use  of  the 
property  out  of  which  this  surplus  was  created  be- 
long to  the  people;  but  the  government  has  trans- 
ferred its  possession  to  incorporated  banks,  whose 
interest  and  effort  it  is  to  make  large  profits  out  of 
its  use.  This  process  need  only  be  stated  to  show 
its  injustice  and  bad  policy. 

And  the  same  observations  apply  to  the  influence 
which  is  produc'd  by  the  steps  necessary  to  collect, 
as  well  as  to  distribute  such  a revenue.  About 
three-fifths  of  all  the  duties  on  imports  are  paid  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  but  it  is  obvious  that  the 
means  to  pay  those  duties  are  drawn  from  every 
quarter  of  the  union.  Every  citizen  in  every  state, 
who  purchases  and  consumes  an  article  which  has 
paid  a duty  at  that  port,  contributes  to  the  accumu- 
lating mass.  The  surplus  collected  there,  must, 
therefore,  be  made  up  of  moneys  of  property  with- 
drawn from  other  points  and  other  states.  Thus 
the  wealth  and  business  of  every  region  from  which 
these  surplus  funds  proceed,  must  be,  to  some  ex- 
tent, injured;  while  that  of  the  place  where  the 
funds  are  concentrated,  and  are  employed  in  bank- 
ing, are  proportionablv  extended.  But  both  in 
making  the  transfer  of  the  funds  which  are  first  ne- 
cessary to  pay  the  duties  and  collect  the  surplus— 
and  in  making  the  retransfer,  which  becomes  ne- 
cessary when  the  time  arrives  for  the  distribution 
of  that  surplus — there  is  a considerable  period 
when  the  funds  cannot  be  brought  into  use;  and  it 
is  manifest  that,  besides  the  loss  inevitable  from 
such  an  operation,  its  tendency  is  to  produce  fluc- 
tuations in  the  business  of  the  country,  which  are 
always  productive  of  speculation,  and  detrimental 
to  the  interests  of  regular  trade.  Aiguinent  can 
scarcely  be  necessary  to  show  that  a measure  of 
this  character  ought  not  to  receive  further  legisla- 
tive encouragement. 

By  examining  the  practical  operation  of  the  ratio 
for  distribution,  adopted  in  the  deposi’e  bill  oi  the 
last  session,  we  shall  discover  other  matures,  that 
appear  equally  objectionable.  Let  it  be  assumed, 
for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  the  surplus  moneys 
to  be  deposited  with  the  states  have  been  collected, 
and  belong  to  them,  in  the  ratio  of  thrtir  federal  re- 
presentative population — an  assumplion  founded 
upon  the  fact  that  any  deficiencies  in  <)ur  future  re- 
venue from  imposts  and  public  lands,  nust  he  made 
up  by  direct  taxes,  collected  from  the  states  in  that 
ratio.  It  is  proposed  to  distribute  the  surplus,  say 
$30,000,000,  not  according  to  the  rati<  in  which  it 
has  been  collected  and  belongs  to  the  people  of  the 
states,  but  in  that  of  their  votes  in  tlje  colleges  of 
electors  of  president  and  vice  president.  The  ef- 
fect of  a distribution  upon  that  ratio  is  shown  by 
the  annexed  table,  marked  A.  [See  page  238.] 


By  an  examination  of  that  table,  it  will  be  per- 
ceived, that  in  the  distribution  of  a surplus  of 
$30,000,00,  upon  that  basis,  there  is  a great  de- 
parture from  tlie  principle  which  regards  represen- 
tation as  the  true  measure  of  taxation:  anil  it  will 
be  found  that  the  tendency  of  that  departure  will 
be  to  increase  whatever  inequalities  have  been  sup- 
posed to  attend  the  operation  of  our  federal  system 
in  respect  to  its  bearings  upon  the  different  inter- 
ests of  the  union.  In  making  the  basis  of  repre- 
sentation the  basis  of  taxation,  the  framers  of  the 
constitution  intended  to  equalize  the  burdens  which 
are  necessary  to  support  the  government;  and  the 
adoption  of  that  ratio,  while  it  accomplished  this 
object,  was  also  the  means  of  adjusting  other  great 
topics  arising  out  of  the  conflicting  views  respect- 
ing the  political  equality  of  the  various  members  of 
the  confederacy.  Whatever,  therefore,  disturbs 
the  liberal  spirit  of  the  compromises  which  estab- 
lished a rule  of  taxation  so  just  and  equitable,  and 
which  experience  has  proved  to  be  so  well  adapted 
to  the  genius  and  habits  of  our  people,  should  be 
received  w'ith  the  greatest  caution  and  distrust. 

A bare  inspection,  in  the  annexed  table,  of  the 
differences  produced  by  the  ratio  used  in  the  depo- 
site act,  compared  with  the  results  of  a distribution 
according  to  the  ratio  of  direct  taxation,  must  satis- 
fy every  unprejudiced  mind,  that  the  former  ratio 
contravenes  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  and  pro- 
duces a degree  of  injustice  in  the  operation  of  the 
federal  government  which  would  be  fatal  to  the 
hope  of  perpetuating  it.  To  the  ratio  of  direct 
taxation,  for  example,  the  state  of  Delaware,  in  the 
collection  of  $30,000,000  of  revenue,  would  pay 
into  the  treasury  $183,716:  and  in  a distribution  of 
$30,000,000  she  would  receive  back  from  the  go- 
vernment, according  to  the  ratio  of  the  deposite 
bill,  the  sum  of  $306,122:  and  similar  results 
would  follow  the  comparison  between  the  small 
and  large  states  throughout  the  union;  thus  realiz- 
ing to  tne  small  states  an  advantage  which  would 
be  doubtless  as  unacceptable  to  them  as  a motive 
for  incorporating  the  principle  in  any  system  which 
would  produce  it,  as  it  would  be  inconsistent  with 
the  rights  and  expectations  of  the  large  states. — 
It  was  certainly  the  intention  of  that  provision  of 
the  constitution  which  declares  that  “all  duties, 
imposts  and  excises”  shall  “be  uniform  throughout 
the  United  States,”  to  make  the  burdens  of  taxa- 
tion fall  equally  upon  the  people  in  whatever  state 
of  the  union  they  may  reside.  But  what  would  be 
the  value  of  such  an  uniform  rule  if  the  moneys 
raised  by  it  could  be  immediately  returned  by  a 
different  one  which  will  give  to  the  people  of  some 
states  much  more,  and  to  those  of  others  much  Ices, 
than  their  lair  proportions?  Were  the  federal  go- 
vernment to  exempt,  in  express  terms,  the  imports, 
products  and  manufactures  of  some  portions  of  the 
country  from  all  duties,  while  it  imposed  heavy 
ones  on  others,  the  injustice  could  not  be  greater. 
It  would  be  easy  to  show  how,  bjr  the  operation  of 
such  a principle,  the  large  states  of  the  union  would 
not  only  have"  to  contribute  their  just  share  towards 
the  support  of  the  federal  government,  but  also  have 
to  bear  in  some  degree  the  taxes  necessary  to  sup- 
port the  governments  of  their  smaller  sisters;  but 
it  is  deemed  unnecessary  to  state  the  details  where 
the  general  principle  is  so  obvious. 

A system  liable  to  such  objections  can  never  be 
supposed  to  have  been  sanctioned  by  the  framers 
of  the  constitution,  when  they  conferred  on  con- 
gress the  taxing  power:  and  I feel  persuaded  that  a 
mature  examination  of  the  subject  will  satisfy  every 
one  that  there  are  insurmountable  difficulties  in  the 
operation  of  any  plan  which  can  be  devised  of  col- 
lecting revenue  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  it. 
Congress  is  only  authorised  to  levy  taxes  “to  pay 
the  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  ge- 
neral welfare  of  the  United  States.”  There  is  no 
such  provision  as  would  authorise  congress  to  col- 
lect together  the  property  of  the  country,  under  the 
name  of  revenue,  lor  the  purpose  of  dividing  it 
equally  or  unequally  among  the  states  or  the  peo- 
ple. Indeed,  it  is  not  probable  that  such  an  idea 
ever  occurred  to  the  states  when  they  adopted  the 
constitution.  But,  however  this  may  be,  the  only 
safe  rule  for  us  in  interpreting  the  powers  granted 
to  the  federal  government,  is  to  regard  the  absence 
of  express  authority  to  touch  a subject  so  import- 
ant and  delicate  as  this  is,  as  equivalent  to  a prohi- 
bition. 

Even  if  our  powers  were  less  doubtful  in  this  re- 
spect, as  the  constitution  now  stands,  there  arc  con- 
siderations afforded  by  recent  experience,  which 
would  seem  to  make  it  our  duty  to  avoid  a resort 
to  such  a system. 

All  will  admit  that  the  simplicity  and  economy 
of  the  state  governments,  mainly  depend  on  the  fact 
that  money  has  to  be  supplied  to  support  (hem  by 
the  same  men,  or  their  agents,  who  vote  it  away 


in  appropriations.  Hence,  when  there  are  cx*rava- 
gant  and  wasteful  appropriations,  there  must  be  a 
corresponding  increase  of  taxes:  and  the  people, 
becoming  awakened,  will  necessarily  scrutinize  the 
character  of  measures  which  thus  increase  their 
burdens.  By  the  watchful  eye  of  self-interest,  the 
agents  of  the  people  in  the  state  governments  are 
repressed,  and  kept  within  tile  limits  of  a just 'eco- 
nomy. But  if  the  necessity  of  levying  the  taxes  be 
taken  from  those  who  make  the  appropriations,  and 
thrown  upon  a more  distant  and  less  responsible 
set  of  public  agents,  who  have  power  to  approach 
the  people  by  an  indirect  and  stealthy  taxation, 
there  is  reason  to  fear  that  prodigality  will  soon 
supersede  those  characteristics  which  have  thus  far 
made  us  look  with  so  much  pride  and  confidence  to 
the  state  governments,  as  the  main  stay  of  our  union 
and  liberties.  The  state  legislatures,  instead  of 
studying  to  restrict  their  state  expenditures  to  the 
smallest  possible  sum,  will  claim  credit  for  their 
profusion,  and  harrass  the  general  government  for 
increased  supplies.  Practically,  there  would  soon 
be  but  one  taxing  power,  and  that  vested  in  a body 
of  men  far  removed  from  the  people,  in  which  the 
farming  and  mechanic  interests  would  scarcely  be 
represented.  The  states  would  gradually  lose  their 
purity  as  well  as  their  independence;  they  would 
not  dare  to  murmur  at  the  proceedings  of  the  gene- 
ral government,  lest  they  should  lose  their  supplies; 
all  would  be  merged  in  a practical  consolidation, 
cemented  by  wide-spread  corruption,  which  could 
only  be  eradicated  by  one  of  those  bloody  revolu- 
tions which  occasionally  overthrow  the  despotic 
systems  of  the  old  world. 

In  all  the  other  aspects  in  which  I have  been  able 
to  look  at  the  efl'ect  of  such  a principle  of  distribu- 
tion upon  the  best  interests  of  the  country,  I can  see 
nothing  to  compensate  for  the  disadvantages  to 
which  I have  adverted.  If  we  consider  the  pro- 
tective duties,  which  are,  in  a great  degree,  the 
source  of  the  surplus  revenue,  beneficial  to  one  sec- 
tion of  the  union,  and  prejudicial  to  another,  there 
is  no  corrective  lor  the  evil  in  such  a plan  of  distri- 
bution. On  the  contrary,  there  is  reason  to  fear 
that  all  the  complaints  which  have  sprung  from  this 
cause  would  be  aggravated.  Every  one  must  be 
sensible  that  a distribution  of  the  surplus  must  be- 
get a disposition  to  cherish  the  means  which  create 
it;  and  any  system,  therefore,  into  which  it  enters, 
must  have  a powerful  tendency  to  increase,  rather 
than  diminish  the  tariff.  If  it  were  even  admitted 
that  tlie  advantages  of  such  a system  could  be  made 
equal  to  all  the  sections  of  the  union,  the  reasons 
already  so  urgently  calling  for  a reduction  of  the 
revenue,  would,  nevertheless,  lose  none  of  their 
force;  for  it  w ill  always  be  improbable  that  an  in- 
telligent and  virtuous  community  can  consent  to 
raise  a surplus  for  the  mere  purpose  of  dividing  it, 
diminished  as  it  must  inevitably  be  by  the  expenses 
of  the  various  machinery  necessary  to  the  process. 

The  safest  and  simplest  mode  of  obviating  all  the 
difficulties  which  have  been  mentioned,  is  to  col- 
lect only  revenue  enough  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
government,  and  let  the'  people  keep  the  balance  of 
the  property  intheirown  hands,  to  be  used  for  their 
own  profit  Each  state  will  then  support  its  own 
government,  and  contribute  its  due  share  towards 
the  support  of  the  general  government.  There 
would  be  no  surplus  to  cramp  and  lessen  the  re- 
sources ol  individual  wealth  and  enterprise,  and 
the  banks  Ivould  be  left  to  their  ordinary  means. — 
Whatever  igitations  and  fluctuations  might  arise 
from  our  unfortunate  paper  system,  they  could 
never  be  attributed,  justly  or  unjustly,  to  the  action 
ofthefederd  government.  There  would  be  some 
guaranty  that  the  spirit  of  wild  speculation,  which 
seeks  to  coniert  the  surplus  revenue  into  banking- 
capital,  woull  be  effectually  checked,  and  that  the 
scenes  of  demoralization,  which  are  now  so  preva- 
lent through  fie  land,  would  disappear. 

Without  desiring  to  conceal  that  the  experience 
and  observation  of  the  last  two  years,  have  operat- 
ed a partial  ehr^ige  in  my  views  upon  this  interest- 
ing subject,  it  is  nevertheless  regretted  that  the 
suggestions  naije  by  me  in  my  annual  messages  of 
1S29  and  1850,  have  been  greatly  misunderstood. 
At  that  time  tin  great  struggle  was  begun  against 
that  latitudimriah  construction  ol'  the  constitution, 
which  authonsesithe  unlimited  appropriation  of  the 
revenues  of  tlie  ju n ion  to  internal  improvements 
within  the  stitea  tending  to  invest  in  the  hands, 
and  place  under  tie  control,  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, all  the  principal  roads  and  canals  of  the  coun- 
try, in  violation  oistate  rights,  and  in  derogation  of 
state  authority.  It  the  same  time,  the  condition 
of  the  manufacturilg  interest  was  such  as  to  create 
an  apprehension  ilat  the  duties  on  imports  could 
not,  without  extenave  mischief,  be  reduced  in  sea- 
son to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  a considerable 
surplus  after  the  pd-ment  of  the  national  debt.  In 
view  of  the  dangerj  of  such  a surplus,  and  in  pre- 
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ferencc  to  its  application  to  internal  improvements, 
in  derogation  of  the  rights  and  powers  of  the  states, 
the  suggestion  of  an  amendment  of  the  constitution 
to  authorise  its  distribution  was  made.  It  was  an 
alternative  for  what  were  deemed  greater  evils — a 
temporary  resort  to  relieve  an  overburdened  treasu- 
ry until  the  government  could,  without  a sudden 
and  destructive  revulsion  in  the  business  of  the 
country,  gradually  return  to  the  just  principle  of 
raising  no  more  revenue  from  the  people,  in  taxes, 
than  is  necessary  for  its  economical  support.  Even 
that  alternative  was  not  spoken  of  but  in  connec- 
tion with  an  amendment  of  the  constitution.  No 
temporary  inconvenience  can  justity  the  exercise 
of  a prohibited  power,  or  a power  not  granted  by 
that  instrument;  and  it  was  from  a conviction  that 
the  power  to  distribute  even  a temporary  surplus  of 
revenue  is  of  that  character,  that  it  was  suggested 
only  in  connection  with  an  appeal  to  the  source  of 
all  legal  power  in  the  general  government,  the  states 
which  have  established  it.  No  such  appeal  has 
been  taken,  and  in  my  opinion  a distribution  of  (he 
surplus  revenue  by  congress,  either  to  the  states  or 
the  people,  is  to  be  considered  as  among  the  prohi- 
bitions of  the  constitution.  As  already  intimated, 
my  views  have  undergone  a change,  so  far  as  to  be 
convinced  that  no  alteration  of  the  constitution  in 
this  respect  is  wise  or  expedient.  The  influence 
of  an  accumulating  surplus  upon  the  legislation  of 
the  general  government  and  the  states,  its  effects 
upon  the  credit  system  of  the  country,  producing 
dangerous  extensions  and  ruinous  contractions,  fluc- 
tuations in  the  price  of  property,  rash  speculation, 
idleness,  extravagance,  and  a deterioration  of  mo- 
rals, have  taught  us  the  important  lesson,  that  any 
transient  mischief  which  may  attend  the  reduction 
of  our  revenue  to  the  wants  of  our  government,  is 
to  be  borne  in  preference  to  an  overflowing  trea- 
sury. 

I beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  another  sub- 
ject intimately  associated  with  the  preceding  one — 
the  currency  of  the  country. 

It  is  apparent,  from  the  whole  context  of  the 
constitution,  as  well  as  the  history  of  the  times 
which  gave  birth  to  it,  that  it  was  the  purpose  of 
the  convention  to  establish  a currency  consisting  of 
the  precious  metals.  These,  from  their  peculiar 
properties,  which  rendered  them  the  standard  of  va- 
lue in  all  other  countries,  were  adopted  in  this,  as 
well  to  establish  its  commercial  standard  in  refer- 
ence to  foreign  countries  by  a permanent  rule,  as 
to  exclude  the  use  of  a mutable  medium  of  ex- 
change, such  as  of  certain  agricultural  commodities, 
recognized  by  the  statutes  of  some  states  as  a ten- 
d ?r  for  debts,  or  the  still  more  pernicious  expedient 
of  a pap^r  currency,  Tho  iaot,  from  the  experience 
of  the  evils  of  the  issues  of  paper  during  the  revolu- 
tion, had  become  so  justly  obnoxious,  as  not  only  to 
suggest  the  clause  in  the  constitution  forbidding  the 
emission  of  bills  of  credit  by  the  states,  but  also  to 
produce  that  vote  in  the  convention  which  negatived 
the  proposition  to  grant  power  to  congress  to  char- 
ter corporations — a proposition  well  understood  at 
the  time,  as  intended  to  authorise  the  establishment 
of  a national  bank,  which  was  to  issue  a currency 
of  bank  notes,  on  a capital  to  be.  created  to  some 
extent  out  of  government  slocks.  Although  this 
proposition  was  refused  by  a direct  vote  of  the  con- 
vention, the  object  was  afterwards  in  effect  obtain- 
ed, by  its  ingenious  advocates,  through  a strained 
construction  of  the  constitution.  The  debts  of  the 
revolution  wore  funded,  at  prices  which  formed  no 
equivalent  compared  with  tho  nominal  amount  of 
the  stock,  and  under  circumstances  which  exposed 
the  motives  of  some  of  those  who  participated  in 
the  passage  of  the  act  to  distrust. 

The  facts  that  the  value  of  the  stock  was  greatly 
enhanced  by  the  creation  of  the  bank,  that  it  was 
well  understood  that  such  would  be  the  case,  and 
that  some  of  the  advocates  of  the  measure  were 
largely  benefited  by  it,  belong  to  the  history  of  the 
times,  and  are  well  calculated  to  diminish  the  re- 
spect which  might  otherwise  have  been  due  to  the 
action  of  the  congress  which  created  the  institution. 

On  the  establishment  of  a national  bank,  it  be- 
came the  interest  of  its  creditors,  that  gold  should 
be  superseded  by  the  paper  of  the  bank,  as  a gene- 
ral currency.  A value  was  soon  attached  to  the 
gold  coins,  which  made  their  exportation  to  foreign 
countries,  as  a mercantile  commodity,  more  profita- 
ble than  their  retention  and  use  at  home  as  money. 

It  followed,  as  a matter  of  coirse,  if  not  designed 
by  those  who  established  the  bank,  that  the  bank 
became,  in  effect,  a substitute  for  the  mint  of  the 
United  States. 

Such  was  the  origin  of  a national  bank  currency, 
and  such  the  beginning  of  those  difficulties  which 
now  appear  in  the  excessive  issues  of  the  banks  in- 
corporated by  the  various  states. 

Although  it  may  not  be  possible,  by  any  le  gisla- 
tive means  within  our  power,  to  change  at  once  the 


system  which  has  thus  been  introduced,  and  has  re- 
ceived the  acquiescence  of  all  portions  of  the  coun- 
try, it  is  certainly  our  duty  to  do  all  that  is  consist- 
ent with  our  constitutional  obligations  in  prevent- 
ing the  mischiefs  which  are  threatened  by  its  undue 
extension.  That  the  efforts  of  the  fathers  of  our 
government  to  guard  against  it  by  a constitutional 
provision  were  founded  on  an  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  subject,  has  been  frequently  attested  by  tne 
bitter  experience  of  the  country.  The  same  causes 
which  led  them  to  refuse  their  sanction  to  a power 
authorising  the  establishment  of  incorporations  for 
banking  purposes,  now  exist  in  a much  stronger 
degree  to  urge  us  to  exert  the  utmost  vigilance  in 
calling  into  action  the  means  necessary  to  correct 
the  evils  resulting  from  the  unfortunate  exercise  of 
the  power,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  opportuni- 
ty for  effecting  this  great  good,  will  be  improved 
before  the  country  witnesses  new  scenes  of  embar- 
rassment and  distress. 

Variableness  must  ever  be  the  characteristic  of  a 
currency,  of  which  the  preciqus  metals  are  not  the 
chief  ingredient,  or  which  can^e  expanded  or  con- 
tracted without  regard  to  the  principles  that  regu- 
late the  value  of  those  metals  as  a standard  in  the 
general  trade  of  the  world.  With  us  bank  issues 
constitute  a currency,  and  must  ever  do  so  until 
they  are  made  dependent  on  those  just  proportions 
of  gold  and  silver,  as  a circulating  medium,  which 
experience  has  proved  to  be  necessary,  not  only  in 
this,  but  in  all  other  commercial  countries.  Where 
those  proportions  are  not  infused  into  the  circula- 
tion, and  do  not  control  it,  it  is  manifest  that  prices 
must  vary  according  to  the  tide  of  bank  issues,  and 
the  value  and  stability  of  property  must  stand  ex- 
posed to  all  the  uncertainty  which  attends  the  ad- 
ministration of  institutions  that  are  constantly  lia- 
ble to  the  temptation  of  an  interest  distinct  from 
that  of  the  community  in  which  they  are  establish- 
ed. 

The  progress  of  an  expansion,  or  rather  a depre- 
ciation of  the  currency,  by  excessive  bank  issues, 
is  always  attended  by  a loss  to  the  laboring  classes. 
This  portion  of  the  community  have  neither  time 
nor  opportunity  to  watch  the  ebbs  and  flows  of  the 
money  market.  Engaged  from  day  to  day  in  their 
useful  toils,  the}'  do  not  perceive  that  although 
their  wages  are  nominally  the  same,  or  even  some- 
what higher,  they  are  greatly  reduced  in  fact  by 
the  rapid  increase  of  a spurious  currency,  which, 
as  ;t  appears  to  make  money  abound,  they  are  at 
first  inclined  to  consider  a blessing.  It  is  not  so 
with  the  speculator,  by  whom  this  operation  is 
better  understood,  and  is  made  to  contribute  to 
bis  advantage.  It  is  not  until  the  prices  of  the 
necessaries  of  life  become  so  dear  that  the  labor- 
ing classes  cannot  supply  their  wants  out  of  their 
wages,  that  the  wages  rise,  and  gradually  reach 
a justly  proportioned  rate  to  that  of  the  products 
of  their  labor.  When  thus  by  the  depreciation 
in  consequence  of  the  quantity  of  paper  in  cir- 
culation, wages  as  well  as  prices  become  exorbi- 
tant, it  is  soon  found  that  the  whole  effect  of  the 
adulteration  is  a tariff  on  our  home  industry  for  the 
benefit  of  the  countries  where  gold  and  silver  cir- 
culate, and  maintain  uniformity  and  moderation  in 
prices.  It  is  then  perceived  that  the  enhancement 
of  the  price  of  land  and  labor  produces  a corres- 
ponding increase  in  the  price  of  products,  until 
these  products  do  not  sustain  a competition  with  si- 
milar ones  in  other  countries;  and  thus  both  manu- 
factured and  agricultural  productions  cease  to  bear 
exportation  from  the  country  of  the  spurious  cur- 
rency, because  they  cannot  be  sold  for  cost.  This 
is  the  process  by  which  specie  is  banished  by  the 
paper  of  the  banks.  Their  vaults  are  soon  exhaust- 
ed to  pay  for  foreign  commodities,  the  next  step  is 
a stoppage  of  specie  payment;  a total  degradation 
of  paper  as  a currency;  unusual  depression  of  prices; 
the  ruin  of  debtors,  and  the  accumulation  of  pro- 
perty in  the  hands  of  creditors  and  cautious  capital- 
ists. 

It  was  in  view  of  these  evils,  together  with  the 
dangerous  power  wielded  by  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  its  repugnance  to  our  constitution,  that 
I was  induced  to  exert  the  power  conferred  upon 
me  by  the  American  people,  to  prevent  the  continu- 
ance of  that  institution.  But.  although  various 
dangers  to  our  republican  institutions  have  been 
obviated  by  the  failure  of  that  bank  to  extort  from 
the  government  a renewal  of  its  charter,  it  is  ob- 
vious that  little  has  been  accomplished,  except  a 
salutary  change  of  public  opinion,  towards  restoring 
to  the  country  the  sound  currency  provided  for  in 
the  constitution.  In  the  acts  of  several  of  the  states 
prohibiting  the  circulation  of  small  notes,  and  the 
auxiliary  enactments  of  congress  at  the  last  session 
forbidding  their  reception  or  payment  on  public  ac- 
count, the  true  policy  of  the  country  has  bpen  ad- 
vanced, and  a larger  portion  of  the  precious  metals 
infused  into  our  circulating  medium.  These  mea- 


sures will  probably  le  followed  up,  in  due  time,  by 
the  enactment  of  state  laws  banishing  from  circu- 
lation bank  notes  ol  still  high  denominations;  and 
tbe  object  may  be  materially  promoted  by  further 
acts  of  congress,  forbidding  the  employment,  as 
fiscal  agents,  of  su<h  banks  as  continue  to  issue 
notes  of  low  denominations,  and  throw  impediments 
in  the  way  of  the  circulation  of  gold  and  silver. 

The  effects  of  an  extension  of  bank  credits  and 
over  issues  of  bank  paper,  have  been  strikingly  il- 
lustrated in  the  sales  of  the  public  lands.  From 
the  returns  made  by  the  various  registers  and  re- 
ceivers in  the  earlypart  of  last  summer,  it  was  per- 
ceived that  the  receipts  arising  from  the  sales  ol  the 
public  lands  were  increasing  to  an  unprecedented 
amount.  In  effect, however,  these  receipts  amount- 
ed to  nothing  more  than  credits  in  bank.  The  banks 
lent  out  their  notes  to  speculators;  they  were  paid 
to  the  receivers,  and  immediately  returned  to  the 
banks,  to  be  lent  out  again  and  again,  being  mere 
instruments  to  transfer  to  speculators  the  most  valu- 
able public  land,  and  pay  tile  government  by  a credit 
on  the  books  of  the  banks.  Those  crediis  on  the 
hooks  of  some  of  the  western  banks,  usually  called 
deposites,  were  already  greatly  beyond  their  imme- 
diate means  of  payment,  and  were  rapidly  increas- 
ing. Indeed  each  speculation  furnished  means  for 
another;  for  no  sooner  had  one  individual  or  com- 
pany paid  in  the  notes,  than  they  were  immediate- 
ly Tent  to  another  for  a like  purpose,  and  the  banks 
were  extending  their  business  and  their  issues  so 
largely,  as  to  alarm  considerate  men,  and  render  it 
doubtful  whether  these  bank  credits,  if  permitted 
to  accumulate,  would  ultimately  be  of  the  least 
value  to  the  government.  The  spirit  of  expansion 
and  speculation  was  not  confined  to  the  deposite 
banks,  but  pervaded  the  whole  multitude  of  banks 
throughout  the  union,  and  was  giving  rise  to  new 
institutions  to  aggravate  the  evil. 

The  safety  of  the  public  funds,  and  the  interest  of 
the  people  generally,  required  that  these  operations 
should  be  checked;  and  it  became  the  duty  of  every 
branch  of  the  general  and  state  governments  to 
adopt  all  legitimate  and  proper  means  to  produce 
the  salutary  erf'ect.  Under  this  view  of  my  duty, 
I directed  the  issuing  of  the  order  which  "will  be 
laid  before  you  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  re- 
quiring payment  for  the  public  lands  to  be  sold  to 
be  made  in  specie,  with  an  exception  until  the  loth 
of  the  present  month,  in  favor  of  actual  settlers. 
This  measure  has  produced  many  salutary  conse- 
quences. It  checked  the  career  of  the  western 
banks,  and  gave  them  additional  strength  in  antici- 
pation of  the  pressure  which  has  since  pervaded 
our  eastern  as  well  as  the  European  commercial 
cities.  By  preventing  the  extension  of  the  credit 
system,  it  measurably  cut  off  the  means  of  specu- 
lation, and  retarded  its  progress  in  monopolizing  the 
most  valuable  of  the  public  lands.  It  has  tended 
to  save  the  new  states  from  a non-resident  proprie- 
torship, one  of  the  greatest  obstacles  to  the  advance- 
ment of  a new  country  and  the  prosperity  of  an  old 
one.  It  has  tended  to  keep  open  the  public  lands 
for  entry  by  emigrants  at  government  prices,  in- 
stead of  their  being  compelled  to  purchase  of  spe- 
culators at  double  or  treble  prices.  And  it  is  con- 
veying into  the  interior  large  sums  in  silver  and 
gold,  there  to  enter  permanently  into  the  currency 
of  the  country,  and  place  it  on  a firmer  foundation. 
It  is  confidently  believed  that  the  country  will  find 
in  the  motives  which  induced  that  order,  and  the 
happy  consequences  which  will  have  ensued,  much 
to  commend  and  nothing  to  condemn. 

It  remains  for  congress,  if  they  approve  the  poli- 
cy which  dictated  this  order,  to*  follow  it  up  in  its 
various  bearings.  Much  good,  in  my  judgment, 
would  be  produced  by  prohibiting  Sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  except  to  actual  settlers,  at  a reasonable 
reduction  of  price,  and  to  limit  the  quantity  which 
shall  be  sod  to  them.  Although  it  is  believed  the 
general  government  never  ought  to  receive  any 
thing  but  'lie  constitutional  currency  in  exchange 
for  the  public  lands,  that  point  would  be  of  less  im- 
portance if  the  lands  were  sold  for. immediate  set- 
tlement art!  cultivation.  Indeed,  there  is  scarcely 
a mischief  arising  out  of  our  preselit  land  system, 
including  the  accumulating  surplus  of  revenue 
which  woild  not  be  remedied  at  once  by  a restric- 
tion on  lanl  sales  to  actual  settlers;  and  it  promises 
other  ad vaitages  to  the  country  in  general,  and  to 
the  new  states  in  particular,  which  cannot  fail  to 
receive  tho  most  profound  consideration  of  con- 
gress. 

Experience  continues  to  realize  tile  expectations 
entertained  as  to  the  capacity  of  the  state  banks  to 
perform  the  duties  of  fiscal  agents  for  the  govern- 
ment, at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 

It  was  alloged  by  the  advocates  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  that  the  state  banks,  whatever  might 
be  the  regulations  of  the  treasury  department,  could 
not  make  tie  transfers  required'by  the  government 
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or  negotiate  the  domestic  exchanges  of  the  country 
It  is  now  well  ascertained  that  the  real  domestic 


exchanges  performed,  through  discounts,  by  the  U. 
States  bank  and  its  twenty -five  branches,  were  at 
least  one-third  less  than  those  of  the  deposite  banks 
for  an  equal  period  of  time;  ar.d  if  a comparison 
be  instituted  between  the  amounts  of  service  ren- 
dered by  these  institutions,  on  the  broader  basis 
which  has  been  used  by  the  advocates  of  the  United 
States  bank  in  estimating  what  they  consider  the 
domestic  exchanges  transacted  by  it,  the  result  will 
be  still  more  favorable  to  the  deposite  banks. 

The  whole  amount  of  public  money  transferred 
by  the  bank  of  the  United  Stites  in  1832,  was 
$T6,000,000.  The  amount  transferred  and  actually 
paid  by  the  deposite  banks  in  the  year  ending  the 
first  of  October  last,  was  $39,319,899;  the  amount 
transferred  and  paid  between  that  period  and  the 
sixth  of  November,  was  $5,399,000;  and  the  amount 
of  transfer  warrants  outstanding  on  that  day  was 
$14,450,000;  making  an  aggregate  of  $59,168,894. 
These  enormous  sums  of  money  first  mentioned 
have  been  transferred  with  the  greatest  promptitude 
and  regularity,  and  the  rates  at  which  the  exchanges 
have  been  negotiated  previously  to  the  passage  of 
the  deposite  act,  were  generally  below  those  charged 
by  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  Independently 
of  these  services,  which  are  far  greater  than  those 
rendered  by  the  United  States  bank,  and  its  twen- 
ty-five branches,  a number  of  the  deposite  bank: 
have,  with  a commendable  zeal  to  aid  in  the  im 
provement  of  the  currency,  imported  from  abroad, 
at  their  own  expense,  large  sums  of  the  precious 
metals,  for  coinage  and  circulation. 

In  the  same  manner  have  nearly  all  the  predic- 
tions turned  out  in  respect  to  the  effect  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites — a step  unquestionably  ne 
cessary,  to  prevent  the  evils  which  it  was  foreseen 
the  bank  itself  would  endeavor  to  create,  in  a final 
struggle  to  procure  a renewal  of  its  charter.  It  may 
be  thus,  too,  in  some  degree,  with  the  further  steps 
which  may  be  taken  to  prevent  the  excessive  issu 
of  other  bank  paper;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  no- 
thing will  now  deter  the  federal  and  state  author! 
ties  from  the  firm  and  vigorous  performance  of  their 
duties  to  themselves  and  to  the  people  in  this  re- 
spect. 

In  reducing  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  go- 
vernment, your  particular  attention  is  invited  to 
those  articles  which  constitute  the  necessaries  o ' 
life.  The  duty  on  salt  was  laid  as  a war  tax.  and 
was  no  doubt  continued  to  assist  in  providing  for 
the  payment  of  the  war  debt.  There  is  no  article 
the  release  of  which  from  taxation  would  be  felt  so 
generally  and  so  beneficially.  To  this  may  be 
added  all  kinds  of  fuel  and  provisions.  Justice  ana 
benevolence  unite  in  favor  of  releasing  the  poor  o 
our  cities  from  burdens  which  are  not  necessary  to 
the  support  of  our  government,  and  tend  only  to 
increase  the  wants  of  the  destitute. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  and  the  accompanying  documents, 
that  the  bank  of  the  United  States  nas  made  no 
payment  on  account  of  the  stock  held  by  the  go 
vernment  in  that  institution,  although  urged 'to 
pay  any  portion  which  might  suit  its  convenience 
and  that  it  has  given  no  information  when  pay- 
ment may  be  expected.  Nor,  although  repeatedly 
requested,  has  it  furnished  the  information  in  re- 
lation to  it?  condition,  which  congress  authorised 
the  secretary  to  collect  at  their  last  session;  such 
measures  as  are  within  the  power  of  the  executive, 
have  been  taken  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the 
stock,  and  procure  the  payment  as  early  as  possi 
ble. 

The  conduct  and  present  condition  of  that  bant 
and  the  great  amount  of  capital  vested  in  it  by  the 
United  States,  require  your  careful  attention.  Its 
charter  expired  on  the  ;1d  day  of  March  last,  and  it 
has  now  no  power  but  that  given  in  the  ^lst  section 
“to  use  the  corporate  name,  style  and  capacity  for 
the  purpose  of  suits  for  the  final  settlsment  and 
liquidation  of  the  affairs  and  accounts  of  the  cor- 
poration, and  for  the  r-ale  and  disposition  of  their 
estates,  real,  personal  and  mixed,  but  rjnt  for  any 
other  purpose,  or  in  anv  other  manner  Whatsoever, 
nor  for  a period  exceeding  two  years  afier  the  ex 
piration  of  the  said  term  of  incorporation.”  Be 
fore  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  the  stockholder 
of  the  hank  obtained  an  act  of  incorpniktion  from 
the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  excluding  only  the 
United  States.  Instead  of  proceeding  to  wind  up 
their  concerns,  and  pay  over  to  the  Unjted  States 
the  amount  due  on  acrount  of  the  stotk  held  bv 
them,  the  president  and  directors  of  the  old  bank 
appear  to  have  transferred  the  books,  papers,  notes, 
obligations,  and  most  or  all  of  its  property  to  this 
new  corporation,  which  entered  upon  business  as  a 
continuation  of  the  old  concern.  Amongst  other 
acts  of  questionable  validity,  the  notes  of  the  expir- 
ed corporation  are  known  to  have  been  used  as  ” 


own,  and  again  put  in  circulation.  That  the  old ) tober  last,  as  detailed  in  rhe  accompanying  papers, 
bank  had  no  right  to  issue  or  reissue  its  notes  after  , excited  much  surprise  aixl  disappointment.  A full 
the  expiration  of  its  charter,  cannot  be  denied,  and  explanation  has  been  required  of  the  causes  which 


that  it  could  not  confer  any  such  right  on  its  sub 
stitute,  anymore  than  exercise  it  itself,  is  equally 
"ain.  In  law  and  honesty,  the  notes  of  the  bank 
circulation,  at  the  expiration  of  its  charter, 
should  have  been  called  in  by  public  advertisement, 
laid  up  as  presented,  and,  together  with  those  on 
' and,  cancelled  and  destroyed.  Their  reissue  is 
sanctioned  by  no  law,  and  warranted  by  no  neces- 
sity. If  the  United  States  be  responsible  in  their 
stock  for  the  payment  of  these  notes,  their  reissue, 
by  the  new  corporation,  for  their  own  profit,  is  a 
fraud  on  the  government.  If  the  United  States  is 
not  responsible,  then  there  is  rio  legal  responsibility 
in  any  quarter,  and  it  is  a fraud  on  the  country. — 
They  are  the  redeemed  notes  of  a dissolved  part- 
nership, but,  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  retiring 
partner,  and  without  his  consent,  are  again  re-issued 
and  circulated. 

It  is  the  high  and  peculiar  duty  of  congress  to 
decide  whether  any  further  legislation  be  necessary 
for  the  security  of  the  large  amount  of  public  pro- 
rty  now  held  and  in  use  by  the  new  bank,  and 
for  vindicating  the  rights  of  the  government,  and 
compelling  a speedy  and  honest  settlement  with  all 
the  creditors  of  the  old  bank,  public  and  private,  or 
whether  the  subject  shall  be  left  to  the  power  now 
possessed  by  the  executive  and  judiciary.  It  re- 
mains to  be  seen  whether  the  persons,  who,  as  ma- 
nagers of  the  old  hank,  undertook  to  control  the 
government,  retained  the  public  dividends,  shut 
their  doors  upon  a committee  of  the  house  of  repre- 
ntatives,  and  filled  the  country  with  panic  to  ac- 
omplish  their  own  sinister  objects,  may  now,  as 
managers  of  a new  hank,  continue  with  impunity 
to  flood  the  country  with  a spurious  currency,  use 
the  seven  millions  of  government  stock  for  their 
own  profit,  and  refuse  to  the  United  States  all  in- 
formation as  to  the  present  condition  of  their  own 
property,  and  the  prospect  of  recovering  it  into  their 
own  possession 

The  lessons  taught  by  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  cannot  well  he  lost  upon  the  American  peo- 
ple. They  will  take  care  never  again  to  place  so 
tremendous  a power  in  irresponsible  hands,  and  it 
will  be  fortunate  if  they  seriously  consider  the  con- 
sequences which  are  likely  to  result  on  a smaller 
scale  from  the  facility  with  which  corporate  powers 
are  granted  by  their  state  government. 

It  is  believed  that  the  law  of  the  last  session  re- 
gulating the  deposite  hanks,  operates  onerously  and 
unjustly  upon  them  in  many  respects:  and  it  is 
hoped  that  congress,  on  proper  representation,  will 
adopt  the  modifications  which  are  necessary  to  pre- 
vent this  consequence. 

The  report  of  the  secretary  of  war,  ad  interim, 
and  the  accompanying  documents,  all  which  are 
herewith  laid  before  you,  will  give  you  a full  view 
of  the  diversified  and  important  operations  of  that 
department  during  the  past  year. 

The  military  movements  rendered  necessary  by 
the  aggressions  of  the  hostile  portions  of  the  Semi- 
nole and  Creek  tribes  of  Indians,  and  by  other  cir- 
cumstances, have  required  the  active  employment 
of  nearly  our  whole  regular  force,  including  the 
marine  corps,  and  of  large  bodies  of  militia  and  vo- 
lunteers. AVit'n  all  these  events,  so  far  as  they 
were  known  at  the  seat  of  government  before  the 
termination  of  your  last  session,  you  are  already 
acquainted;  and  it  is  therefore  only  needful  in  this 
place  to  lay  before  you  a brief  summary  of  what 
has  since  occurred. 

The  war  with  the  Seminoles,  dming  the  sum- 
mer, was  on  our  part,  chiefly  confined  to  the  pro- 
tection of  our  frontier  settlements,  from  the  incur- 
sions of  the  enemy;  and  as  a necessary  and  import- 
ant moans  for  the  accomplishment  of  that  end,  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  posts  previously  establish 
ed.  In  the  course  of  this  duty  several  actions 
took  place,  in  which  the  bravery  and  discipline  of 
both  officers  and  men  were  conspicuously  display- 
ed, r,nd  which  I have  deemed  it  proper  to  notice, 
in  reppect  to  the  former,  by  the  granting  of  brevet 
rank  for  gallant  services  in  the  field.  But  as  the 
force  of  the  Indians  was  not  so  far  weakened  by 
these  partial  successes,  as  to  lead  them  to  submit, 
and  a?  their  savage  inroads  were  frequently  repeat 
ed,  early  measures  were  taken  for  placing  at  the 
disposal  of  governor  Call,  who,  as  commander-in 
chief  of  the  territorial  militia,  had  been  tempo- 
rarily invested  with  the  command,  an  ample  force 
for  the  purpose  of  resuming  offensive  operations,  in 
the  most  efficient  manner,  so  soon  as  the  season 
should  permit.  Major  general  Jesup  was  also  di 
rected  on  the  conclusion  of  his  duties  in  the  Creek 
country,  to  repair  to  Florida,  and  assume  the  com 
rnand. 

The  result  of  the  first  movement  made  by  the 
forces  under  the  direction  of  governor  Call,  in  Oc- 


led  to  the  failure  of  tint  movement,  but  has  not 
yet  been  received.  In  the  mean  time,  as  it  was 
feared  that  the  health  of  governor  Call,  who  was 
understood  to  have  suffered  much  from  sickness, 
might  not  be  adequate  to  the  crisis,  and  as  major 
general  Jesup  was  known  to  have  reached  Florida, 
that  officer  was  directed  to  assume  the  command, 
and  to  prosecute  all  needful  operations  with  the 
utmost  promptitude  and  vigor.  From  the  force 
at  his  disposal,  and  the  dispositions  he  has  made 
and  is  instructed  to  make,  and  from  the  very  ef- 
ficient measures  which  it  is  since  ascertained  have 
been  taken  by  governor  Call,  there  is  reason  to 
hope  that  they  will  soon  be  enabled  to  reduce  the 
enemy  to  subjection.  In  the  mean  time,  as  you 
will  perceive  from  the  report  of  the  secretary,  there 
is  urgent  necessity  for  further  appropriations  to 
suppress  these  hostilities. 

Happily  for  the  interests  of  humanity,  the  hos- 
tilities with  the  Creeks  have  been  brought  to  a close 
soon  after  your  adjournment,  without  that  effusion 
of  blood  which  at  one  time  was  apprehended  as 
inevitable.  The  unconditional  submission  of  the 
hostile  party  was  followed  by  their  speedy  removal 
to  the  country  assigned  them  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. The  inquiry  as  to  alleged  frauds  in  the 
purchase  of  the  reservations  of  these  Indians,  and 
the  causes  of  these  hostilities,  requested  by  the  re- 
solution of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  1st 
of  July  last,  to  be  made  by  the  president,  is  now 
going  on,  through  the  agency  of  commissioners  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose.  Their  report  may  be  ex- 
pected during  your  present  session. 

The  difficulties  apprehended  in  - the  Cherokee 
country  have  been  prevented,  and  tire  peace  and 
safety  of  that  region  and  its  vicinity  effectually 
secured,  by  the  timely  measures  taken  by  the  war 
department,  and  still  continued. 

The  discretionary  authority  given  to  gen.  Gaines 
to  cross  the  Sabine,  and  to  occupy  a position  as 
far  west  as  Nacogdoches,  in  case  he  should  deem 
such  a step  necessary  to  tic-  protection  of  the  fron- 
tier, and  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  stipulations  con- 
tained in  our  treaty  with  Mexico,  and  the  move- 
ments subsequently  made  by  that  officer,  have  been 
alluded  to  in  a former  part  of  this  message.  At 
the  date  of  the  latest  intelligence  from  Nacogdo- 
ches, our  troops  were  yet  at  that  station;  but  the 
officer  who  has  succeeded  gen.  Gaines  has  recent- 
ly been  advised  that,  from  the  facts  known  at  the 
seat  of  government,  there  would  seem  (o  be  no 
adequate  cause  for  any  longer  maintaining  that 
position;  and  he  was  accordingly  instructed,  in 
case  the  troops  were  not  already  withdrawn  under 
the  discretionary  powers  before  possessed  Uy  him, 
to  give  the  requisite  orders  for  that  purpose  on  the 
receipt  of  the  instructions,  unless  he  shall  then 
have  in  his  possession  such  information  as  shall 
satisfy  him  that  the  maintenance  of  the  post  is  es- 
sential to  the  protection  of  our  frontiers,  and  to  the 
due  execution  of  our  treaty  stipulations,  as  pre- 
viously explained  to  him. 

Whilst  the  necessities  existing  during  the  pre- 
sent year,  for  the  service  of  militia  and  volunteers, 
have  furnished  new  proofs  of  the  patriotism  of  our 
fellow  citizens,  they  have  also  strongly  illustrated 
the  importance  of  an  increase  in  the  rank  and  file 
the  regular  army.  The  views  of  this  subject  sub- 
mitted by  the  secretary  of  war,  in  his  report,  meet 
my  entire  concurrence;  and  are  earnestly  commend- 
ed to  the  deliberate  attention  of  congress.  In  his 
connection  it  is  also  proper  to  remind  you,  that, 
the  defects  in  our  present  militia  system  are  every- 
day rendered  more  apparent.  The  duty  of  making 
further  provision  by  law  for  organizing,  arming  ami 
disciplining  this  arm  of  defence  has  been  so  repeat- 
edly presented  to  congress  by  myself  and  my  pre- 
decessors, that  I deem  it  sufficient  on  this  occasion 
to  refer  to  the  last  annual  message,  and  to  former 
executive  communications,  in  which  the  subject 
has  been  discussed. 

It  appears  from  the  reports  of  the  officers  charg- 
ed with  mustering  into  service  the  volunteers  call- 
ed for  under  the  act  of  congress  of  the  last  session, 
that  more  presented  themselves  at  the  place  of  ren- 
dezvous in  Tennessee  than  were  sufficient  to  meet 
the  requisition  which  had  been  made  by  the  secre- 
tary of  war  upon  the  governor  of  that  state.  This 
was  occasioned  by  the  omission  of  the  governor  to 
apportion  the  requisition  to  the  different  regiments 
of  militia,  so  as  to  obtain  the  proper  number  of 
troops,  and  no  more,  It  seems  but  just  to  the  pa- 
triotic citizens  who  iepaired  to  the  general  rendez- 
vous, under  circumstances  authorising  them  to  be- 
lieve that  their  services  were  needed,  and  would  he 
accepted,  that  the  expenses  incurred  by  them  while 
absent  from  their  homes,  should  he  paid  hv  the  go- 
vernment. I accordingly  recommend  that  a law  to 
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this  effect  be  passed  by  congress,  giving  them  a 
compensation  which  will  cover  their  expenses  on 
the  march  to  and  from  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and 
while  there;  in  connection  with  which,  it  will  also 
be  proper  to  make  provision  for  such  other  equita- 
ble claims,  growing  out  of  the  service  of  the  mili- 
tia, as  may  not  be  embraced  in  the  existing  laws. 

On  the  unexpected  breaking  out  of  hostilities  in 
Florida,  Alabama  and  Georgia, it  became  necessary, 
in  some  cases,  to  take  the  oroperty  of  individuals 
for  public  use.  Provision  should  be  made  by  law 
for  indemnifying  t'ne  owners;  and  I would  also  re- 
spectfully suggest  whether  some  provision  may  not 
be  made,  consistently  with  the  principles  of  our  go- 
vernment, for  tlie  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  Indian 
depredations,  or  by  the  operations  of  our  own  troops. 

No  time  was  lost  after  the  making  of  the  requi- 
site appropriations,  in  resmnhg  the  great  national 
work  of  completing  the  unfinished  fortifications  on 
our  seaboard,  and  of  placing  them  in  a proper  state 
of  defence.  In  consequence,  however,  of  the  very 
late  day  at  which  those  bills  were  passed,  but  little 
progress  could  be  made  durinj  the  season  which 
has  just  closed.  A very  large  amount  of  the  mo- 
neys granted  at  your  last  session,  accordingly,  re- 
mains unexpended;  bSit  as  the  work  will  be  again 
resumed  at  the  earlic-st  moment  in  the  coming 
spring,  the  balance  of  the  existing  appropriations, 
and  in  several  cases,  which  will  be  laid  before  you 
with  the  proper  estimates,  further  sums  for  the  like 
objects,  may  be  usefully  expended  during  the  next 
year. 

The  recommendations  of  an  increase  in  the  engi- 
neer corps,  and  for  a reorganization  of  the  topogra- 
phical corps,  submitted  to  you  in  my  last  annual 
message,  derive  additional  strength  from  the  great 
embarrassments  experienced  during  the  present 
year,  in  those  branches  of  the  service,  and  under 
which  they  are  now  suffering.  Several  of  the  most 
important  surveys  and  constructions  directed  by  re- 
cent laws,  have  been  suspended  in  consequence  of 
the  want  of  adequate  force  in  these  corps.  The 
like  observations  inaybi  applied  to  the  ordinance 
corps,  and  the  general  staff,  the  operations  of  which, 
as  they  are  now  organized,  must  either  be  frequent- 
ly interrupted,  or  performed  by  officers  taken  from 
the  line  of  the  army,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the 
service. 

For  a general  view  of  the  condition  of  the  milita- 
ry academy,  and  of  other  branches  of  the  military 
service  not  already  noticed,  as  well  as  for  fuller  il- 
lustrations of  those  which  have  been  mentioned,  I 
refer  you  to  the  accompanying  documents,  and 
among  the  various  proposals  contained  therein  for 
legislative  action,  I would  particularly  notice  the 
suggestion  of  the  secretary  of  war  for  the  revision 
of  the  pay  of  the  army,  as  entitled  to  your  favorable 
regard. 

The  national  policy,  founded  alike  in  interest  and 
in  humanity,  so  long  and  so  steadily  pursued  by 
this  government,  for  the  removal  of  the  Indian 
tribes  originally  settled  on  this  side  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, to  the  west  of  that  river,  may  be  said  to  have 
been  consummated  by  the  conclusion  of  the  late 
treaty  with  the  Cherokees.  The  measures  taken 
in  the  execution  of  that  treaty,  and  in  relation  to 
our  Indian  affairs  generally,  will  fully  appear  by 
referring  to  the  accompanying  papers.  Without 
dwelling  on  the  numerous  and  important  topics 
embraced  in  them,  I again  invite  your  attention  to 
the  importance  of  providing  a well-digested  and 
comprehensive  system  for  the  protection,  super- 
vision and  improvement  of  the  various  tribes  now 
planted  in  the  Indian  country.  The  suggestions 
submitted  by  the  commissioner  of  Indian  affairs, 
and  enforced  by  the  secretary,  on  this  subject,  and 
also  in  regard  to  the  establishment  of  additional 
military  posts  in  the  Indian  country,  are  entitled  to 
your  profound  consideration.  Both  measures  are 
necessary  for  the  double  purpose  of  protecting  the 
Indians  "from  intestine  war,  and  in  other  respects 
complying  with  our  engagements  to  them,  and  of 
securing  our  western  frontier  against  incursions, 
which  otherwise  will  assuredly  be  made  on  it. — 
The  best  hopes  of  humanity,  in  regard  to  the  abo- 
riginal race,  the  welfare  of  our  rapidly  extending 
settlements,  and  the  honor  of  the  United  States, 
are  ail  deeply  involved  in  the  relations  existing  be- 
tween this  government  and  the  emigrating  tribes. 
I trust,  therefore,  that  the  various  matters  submit- 
ted in  the  accompanying  documents,  in  respect  to 
those  relations,  will  receive  your  early  and  mature 
deliberations;  and  that  it  may  issue  in  the  adoption 
of  legislative  measures  adapted  to  the  circumstances 
and  duties  of  the  present  crisis. 

You  arc  referred  to  the  report  of  the  secretary  of 
the  navy  for  a satisfactory  view  of  the  operations 
of  the  department  under  his  charge,  during  the 
present  year.  In  the  construction  of  vessels  at  the 
different  navy  yards,  and  in  the  employment  of  our 
ships  and  squadrons  at  sea,  that  branch  of  the  ser- 


vice has  been  actively  and  usefully  employed. — 
While  the  situation  of  our  commercial  interests  in 
the  West  Indies  required  a greater  number  than 
usual  of  armed  vessels  to  be  kept  on  that  station,  it 
is  gratifying  to  perceive  that  the  protection  due  to 
our  commerce  in  other  quarters  of  the  world  has 
not  proved  insufficient.  Every  effort  has  been 
made  to  facilitate  the  equipment  of  the  exploring 
expedition  authorised  by  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
but  all  the  preparations  necessary  to  enable  it  to 
sail  has  not  yet  been  completed.  No  means  will 
be  spared  by  the  government  to  fit  out  the  expedi- 
tion on  a scale  corresponding  with  the  liberal  ap- 
propriation for  the  purpose,  and  with  the  elevated 
character  of  the  objects  which  are  to  be  effected  by 
it. 

I beg  leave  to  renew  the  recommendation  made 
in  my  last  annual  message,  respecting  tiie  enlist- 
ment of  boys  in  our  naval  service,  and  to  urge  upon 
your  attention  the  necessity  of  further  appropria- 
tions to  increase  the  number  of  ships  afloat,  and  to 
enlarge  generally  the  capacity  and  force  of  the 
navy.  The  increase  of  our  commerce,  and  our  po- 
sition in  regard  to  the  other  powers  of  the  world, 
will  always  make  it  our  policy  and  interest  to  che- 
rish the  great  naval  resources  of  our  country. 

The  report  of  the  postmaster  general  presents  a 
gratifying  picture  of  the  condition  of  the  post  office 
department.  Its  revenues  for  the  year  ending  the 
30th  of  June  last,  were  $'3,398,455  19,  showing  an 
increase  of  revenue  over  that  of  the  preceding  year 
of  $404,878  53,  or  more  than  13  per  cent.  The 
expenditures  for  the  same  year  were  $2,755,023  76, 
exhibiting  a surplus  of  $642,831  43.  The  depart- 
ment has  been  redeemed  from  embarrassment  and 
debt,  has  accumulated  a surplus  exceeding  half  a 
million  of  dollars,  has  largely  extended,  and  is  pre- 
paring still  farther  to  extend,  the  mail  service,  and 
recommends  a reduction  of  postages  equal  to  about 
20  per  cent.  It  is  practising  upon  the  great  princi- 
ple, which  should  control  every  branch  of  our  go- 
vernment, of  rendering  to  the  public  the  greatest 
good  possible,  with  the  least  possible  taxation  to 
the  people. 

The  scale  of  postages  suggested  by  the  postmas- 
ter general  recommends  itself,  not  only  by  the  re- 
duction it  proposes,  but  by  the  simplicity  of  its  ar- 
rangement, its  conformity  with  the  federal  curren- 
cy, and  the  improvement  it  will  introduce  into  the 
accounts  of  the  department  and  its  agents. 

Your  particular  attention  is  invited  to  the  subject 
of  mail  contracts  with  rail  road  companies  The 
present  laws,  providing  for  the  making  of  contracts, 
are  based  upon  the  presumption  that  competition 
among  bidders  will  secure  the  service  at  a fair 
price.  But  on  most  of  the  rail  road  lines,  there  is 
no  competition  in  that  kind  of  transportation,  and 
advertising  is  therelbre  useless.  No  contract  can 
now  be  made  with  them  except  such  as  shall  he  ne- 
gotiated before  the  time  of  offering,  or  afterwards, 
and  the  power  of  the  postmaster  general  to  pay 
them  high  prices,  is  practically  without  limitation. 
It  would  be  a relief  to  him,  and  no  doubt  would 
conduce  to  the  public  interest,  to  prescribe,  by  law, 
some  equitable  basis  upon  which  such  contracts 
shall  rest,  and  restrict  him  by  a fixed  rule  of  allow- 
ance. Under  a liberal  act  of  that  sort  he  would 
undoubtedly  be  able  to  secure  the  services  of  most 
of  the  rail  road  companies,  and  the  interest  of  the 
department  would  be  thus  advanced. 

The  correspondence  between  the  people  of  the 
United  States  and  the  European  nations,  and  par- 
ticularly with  the  British  islands,  has  become  veiy 
extensive,  and  requires  the  interposition  of  con- 
gress to  give  it  security.  No  obstacle  is  perceived 
to  an  interchange  of  mails  between  New  York  and 
Liverpool,  or  other  foreign  ports,  as  proposed  by 
the  postmaster  general;  on  the  contrary,  it  promi- 
ses, by  the  security  it  will  afford,  to  facilitate  com- 
mercial transactions,  and  give  rise  to  an  enlarged 
intercourse  among  the  people  of  different  nations, 
which  cannot  but  have  a happy  effect.  Through 
the  city  of  New  York  most  of  the  correspondence 
between  the  Canadas  and  Europe  is  now  carried 
on,  and  urgent  representations  have  been  received 
from  the  head  of  the  provincial  post  office,  asking 
the  interposition  of  the  United  States  to  guard  it 
from  the  accidents  and  losses  to  which  it  is  now 
subjected.  Some  legislation  appears  to  be  called 
for,  as  well  by  our  own  interest,  as  by  comity  to 
the  adjoining  British  provinces. 

The  expediency  of  providing  a fire-proof  build- 
ing for  the  important  books  amt  papers  of  the  post 
office  department,  is  worthy  of  consideration.  In 
the  present  condition  of  our  treasury,  it  is  neither 
necessary  nor  wise  to  leave  essential  public  interests 
exposed  to  so  much  danger,  when  they  can  so  rea- 
dily be  made  secure.  There  are  weighty  considc-'i- 
tions  in  the  location  of  a new  building  for  the  de- 
partment, in  favor  of  placing  it  near  the  other  ex- 
ecutive buildings. 


The  important  subjects  of  a survey  of  the  coast, 
and  the  manufacture  of  a standard  of  weights  and 
measures  for  the  different  custom  houses,  have  been 
in  progress  for  some  years,  under  the  general  direc- 
tion of  the  executive,  and  the  immediate  superin- 
tendence of  a gent.eman  possessing  high  scientific 
attainments.  At  the  last  session  of  congress,  the 
making  of  a set  of  weights  and  measures  for  each 
state  in  the  union  was  added  to  the  others  by  a joint 
resolution. 

The  care  and  correspondence  as  to  all  these  sub- 
jects have  been  devolved  on  the  treasury  department 
during  the  last  year.  A special  report  from  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  will  soon  he  communicated 
to  congress,  which  will  show  what  has  been  accom- 
plished as  to  the  vrhole,  the  number  and  compensa- 
tion of  the  persons  now  employed  in  these  duties, 
and  the  progress  expected  to  be  made  during  the 
ensuing  year,  with  a copy  of  the  various  corres- 
pondence deemed  necessary  to  throw  light  on  the 
subjects  which  9eem  to  require  additional  legisla- 
tion. Claims  have  been  made  for  retrospective  al- 
lowances in  behalf  of  the  superintendent,  and  some 
of  his  assistants,  which  I did  not  feel  justified  in 
granting;  other  claims  have  been  made  lor  large  in- 
creases in  compensation,  which,  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  several  cases,  I declined  making 
without  the  express  sanction  of  congress.  In  or- 
der to  obtain  that  sanction,  the  subject  was  at  the 
last  session,  on  my  suggestion,  and  by  request  of 
the  immediate  superintendent,  submitted  by  the 
treasury  department  to  the  committee  of  commerce 
of  the  house  of  representatives.  But  no  legisla- 
tive action  having  taken  place,  the  early  attention 
of  congress  is  now  invited  to  the  enactment  of  some 
express  and  detailed  provisions  in  relation  to  the 
various  claims  made  for  the  past,  and  to  the  com- 
pensation and  allowances  deemed  proper  for  the 
future. 

It  is  further  respectfully  recommended  that  such 
being  the  inconvenience  of  attention  to  these  du- 
ties by  the  chief  magistrate,  and  such  the  great 
pressure  of  business  on  the  treasury  department, 
the  general  supervision  of  the  coast  survey,  and 
the  completion  of  the  weights  and  measures,  if  the 
works  are  kept  united,  should  he  devolved  on  a 
board  of  officers,  organized  specially  for  that  pur- 
pose, or  on  the  navy  board  attached  to  the  navy  de- 
partment. 

All  my  experience  and  reflection  confirm  the 
conviction  I have  so  often  expresssed  to  congress, 
in  favor  of  an  amendment  of  the  constitution,  which 
will  prevent,  in  any  event,  the  election  of  the  pre- 
sident and  vice  president  of  the  United  States  de- 
volving on  the  house  of  representatives  and  the 
senate:  arid  I therefore  beg  leave  again  to  solicit 
your  attention  to  the  subject.  There  were  various 
other  suggestions  in  my  last  annual  message,  not 
acted  upon,  particularly  that  relating  to  the  want 
of  uniformity  in  the  laws  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, that  are  deemed  worthy  of  your  favorable  con- 
sideration. 

Before  concluding  this  paper,  1 think  it  due  to 
the  various  executive  departments  to  bear  testimo- 
ny to  their  prosperous  condition,  and  to  the  ability 
and  integrity  with  which  they  have  been  conduct- 
ed. It  has  been  my  aim  to  enforce  in  all  of  them  a 
vigilant  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  public  busi- 
ness, and  it  is  gratifying  to  me  to  believe  that  there 
is  no  just  cause  of  complaint  from  any  quarter,  at 
the  manner  in  which  they  have  fulfilled  the  objects 
of  their  creation. 

Having  now  finished  the  observations  deemed 
proper  on  this,  the  last  occasion  I shall  have  of 
communicating  with  the  two  houses  of  congress 
at  their  meeting,  I cannot  omit  an  expression  of 
the  gratitude  which  is  due  to  the  great  body  of  my 
fellow  citizens,  in  whose  partiality  and  indulgence 
I have  found  encouragement  and  support  in  the 
many  difficult  and  trying  scenes  through  which  it 
has  been  my  lot  to  pass  during  my  public  career. — 
Though  deeply  sensible  that  my  exertions  have 
not  been  crowned  with  a success  corresponding  to 
the  degree  of  favor  bestowed  upon  me,  I am  sure 
that  they  will  be  considered  as  having  been  direct- 
ed by  an  eernest  desire  to  promote  the  good  of  my 
country;  and  I am  consoled  by  the  persuasion  that 
whatever  errors  have  been  committed  will  find  a 
corrective  in  the  intelligence  and  patriotism  of 
those  who  will  succeed  us.  All  that  has  occurred 
during  my  administration  is  calculated  to  inspire 
me  with  increased  confidence  in  the  stability  of  our 
institutions,  and  should  I be  spared  1o  enter  upon 
that  retirement  which  is  so  suitable  to  my  age  and 
infirm  health,  and  so  much  desired  by  me  in  other 
respects,  I shall  not  cease  to  invoke  that  beneficent 
Being  to  whose  providence  we  are  already  so  sig- 
nally indebted  for  the  continuance  of  his  blessings 
on  our  belcved  country. 

‘■ANDREW  JACKSON. 
Washington,  Dec.  6,  1836. 
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Statement  of  distribution  of  surplus  revenue  of  $30,000,000  among  the  several  states,  agreeably  to  the  num- 
ber of  electoral  votes  for  president,  and  according  to  the  constitutional  mode  of  direct  taxation  by  repre- 
sentative population,  and  the  differences  arising  from  those  two  modes  of  distribution,  as  per  census  of  1830. 


STATES. 

Representa- 
tive popular 
tion. 

Js. 

o 

^ sj 
"o 
S> 

Share  accord- 
ing to  sys-  1 
tern  of  direct  j 
taxation,  jj 

Share  accord- 
ing to  elec- 
toral vote. 

Difference  in 
favor  of  direct 
tax  mode.  |j 

- 

Difference  in  \ 
favor  of  elccto-  j 
ral  vote  mode,  i 

ll 

Maine, 

399,454 

10 

999,371 

1,020,408 

21,037 

New  Hampshire, 

269,327 

7 

673,813 

714,286 

40,473 

Massachusetts, 

610,408 

14 

1,527,144 

1,423,571 

98,573 

Rhode  Island, 

97,192 

4 

243,159 

408,163 

165,004 

Connecticut,  .... 

2.97,665 

8 

744,711 

816,327 

71,616 

Vermont,  ..... 

280.652 

7 

702,147 

714,236 

12,139 

New  York,  .... 

1,918,578 

42 

4,799,978 

4,285,714 

514,264 

New  Jersey,  .... 

319,921 

8 

800,392 

S 16,327 

15,935 

Pennsylvania 

1,348,072 

30 

3,372,682 

3,061.225 

311,437 

Delaware, 

75,431 

3 

188,716 

306,122 

117,406 

Maryland,  .... 

405,842 

10 

1,015,352 

1,020,408 

5,056 

Virginia,  ..... 

1,023,502 

23 

2,560,640 

2,346,939 

213,701 

North  Carolina, 

63.9,747 

15 

1,600.546 

1,530,612 

69,934 

South  Carolina,  .... 

455,025 

11 

1,138,400 

1,122,449 

15,951 

Georgia,  ..... 

429,811 

11 

1,075,319 

1,122,449 

47,130 

Alabama 

262,507 

7 

656,751 

714,286 

57,535 

Mississippi 

110,357 

4 

276,096 

408,163 

132,067 

Louisiana, 

171,904 

5 

430,076 

510,204 

80,128 

Tennessee,  .... 

625,263 

15 

1,564,309 

1,530,612 

33,697 

Kentucky, 

621,832 

15 

1,555,725 

1,530,612 

25,113 

Ohio, 

937,901 

21 

2,346,479 

2,142,858 

203,621 

Indiana, 

343,030 

9 

858,206 

913,368 

60,162 

Illinois, 

157,146 

5 

393,154 

510,204 

117,050 

Missouri,  ..... 

130,419 

4 

326,288 

408,163 

81,875 

Arkansas,  .... 

28,557 

3 

71,445 

306,122 

234,677 

Michigan 

31,625 

3 

79,121 

306,122 

227,001 

11,991,168 
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$30,000,000 

$30,000,000|  $1,486,291 

$1,486,291 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  five  thousand  copies 
of  the  message  and  the  accompanying  documents 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Kent,  then  arose  and  addressed  the  chair  as 
follows: 

Mr.  President:  Yonder  vacant  seat,  heretofore  so 
ably  and  so  faithfully  filled,  but  too  significantly  I 
indicates  the  object  of  my  addressing  you  at  this 
time. 

I rise,  sir,  for  the  purpose  of  announcing  to  you 
and  to  the  senate  the  melancholy  intelligence  of  the 
death  ot  my  very  worthy  and  excellent  colleague, 
the  late  Robert  II.  Goedsborough.  He  depart- 
ed this  life  during  the  late  recess,  after  a =hort 
illness,  in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness,  and  at  a pe- 
riod when  we  should  have  been  justifiable  in  allot- 
ting to  him  many  years  of  vigorous  health. 

But  few  individuals  have  occupied  a greater 
space  in  public  estimation  in  his  native  state  than 
Mr.  Goldsboro  ugh.  He  filled,  from  an  early  pe- 
riod of  his  life,  with  no  inconsiderable  degree  of 
reputation,  various  public  stations,  and  was  twice 
elected  to  a seat  in  this  body.  Possessing  the  ad- 
vantages of  a liberal  education,  which  had  been 
well  improved,  with  the  most  polished  address,  he 
was  ever  found  a ready  and  efficient  debater,  re- 
markable for  his  courtesy  and  politeness.  He  was 
truly  said  to  have  been  “a  man  of  manners  and  of 
letters  too.” 

Mr.  Goldsborough’s  exertions  for  the  benefit  of 
his  fellow  men  were  not  confined  to  public  life. 
He  was  prominent  as  an  agriculturist,  making  fre- 
quent and  judicious  experiments,  enforcing  his 
views  by  very  able  essays,  thereby  directing  the 
attention  of  the  agriculturist  to  such  objects  as 
were  calculated  to  ameliorate  and  improve  the  con- 
dition of  his  exhausted  lands.  Truly  exemplary  in 
all  the  relations  of  private  life,  as  a friend,  neigh- 
bor. and  in  the  domestic  circle,  he  was:  unrivalled. 

To  me  personally,  his  loss  is  truly  afflicting'.  A 
severe  hoarseness,  under  which  I have  labored  for 
some  time,  obliges  me  to  be  thus  brief.  I beg  leave 
do  offer  the  following  resolution: 

“ Resolved , That  the  members  of  the  senate,  from 
ti  sincere  desire  of  showing  every  mark  of  respect 
due  to  the  memory  of  the  hon.  Robert  II.  Golds- 
borough,  deceased,  late  a member  thereof,  will  go 
into  mourning  for  him  one  month,  by  the  usual 
mode  of  wearing  crape  round  the  left  arm.” 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kent,  the  senate  then  adjourn- 
ed. 

December  7.  Mr.  Brovin,  senator  from  North 
Carolina,  and  Mr.  Nicholas,  senator  froiti  Louisiana, 
were  present  to-day  in  the  senate  chamber. 

The  chair  presented  the  following  documents 
from  the  treasury  department;  which  were  several- 
ly read,  v.rul  ordered  to  be  printed,  vizi 

A statement  of  the  disbursements  for  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  government,  so  far 


as  connected  with  the  functions  of  the  first  and 
fifth  auditors; 

A report  on  the  execution  of  the  treaty  with  the 
Chickasaws; 

A report  on  the  importation  of  paupers,  in  obedi- 
ence to  a resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  last  ses- 
sion; 

A report  on  marine  hospitals; 

Copies  of  the  accounts  of  the  disbursing  officers 
of  the  treasury; 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States  by  the  hand  of  Andrew  Jackson, 
jr.  esq.  his  secretary,  with  copies  of  the  corres- 
pondence between  the  president  and  Mrs.  Madi- 
son, on  tne  deatn  or  tier  illustrious  consort,  entered 
into  in  compliance  with  resolutions  of  both  houses 
of  congress,  at  the  last  session  of  congress.  All  of 
which  w'as  ordered  to  be  printed. 

_ The  chair  presented  the  report  of  the  commis- 
sioner of  the  public  buildings  lor  the  year  1336. 
Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Knight  gave  notice  that  he  should  to-morrow- 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a bill  to  allow  a drawback  of 
duties  on  imported  hemp. 

Mr.  Benton  gave  notice  that  he  should  again  offer 
his  expunging  resolution  at  an  early  day.  ^ He  then 
offered  the  following  resolution,  which,  of  course, 
lies  one  day  on  the  table: 

Resolved,  That  the  annual  statement  of  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  the  United  States  be  here- 
after printed  under  the  direction  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  and  be  communicated  in  a print- 
ed form  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  commence- 
ment of  each  stated  session  of  congress. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  Dec.  5.  At  12  o’clock,  the  sjienker  (the 
hon.  James  K.  Polk,  of  Tennessee)  took  the  chair 
and  called  the  house  to  order. 

The  roll  of  members  having  been  called  over  by 
the  clerk,  ( Waller  S.  Franklin,  esq.)  the  following 
gentlemen  answered  to  their  names,  viz: 

From  Maine — Jeremiah  Bailey,  George  Evans, 
John  Fairfield,  Joseph  Hall,  Leonard  Jarvis,  Gor- 
ham Parks,  Francis  0.  J.  Smith. 

From  New  Hampshire — Benning  M.  Bean,  Robert 
Burns,  Samuel  Cushman,  Franklin  Pierce,  Joseph 
Weeks. 

From  Massachusetts— John  Quincy  Adams,  Geo. 
N.  Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Caleb  Cushing, 
Samuel  Hoar,  Abbott  Lawrence,  Levi  Lincoln, 
Stephen  C.  Phillips,  John  Reed. 

From  Connecticut — Elisha  Haley,  Samuel  Ingham, 
Lancelot  Phelps,  Isaac  Toueey,  Thomas  T.  Whit- 
tlesey. 

From  Rhode  Island — Dutee  J.  Pearce. 

From  Vermont — Hemnn  Allen,  Horace  Everett, 
Hiland  Hall,  Henry  F.  Janes.  William  Slade. 

From.  New  York — Samuel  Barton,  Abraham  Boc- 
kee,  Matthias  J.  Bovce,  John  W.  Brown,  Churchill 


C.  Cambreleng,  Graham  H.  Chapin,  Timothy  Childs, 
John  Cramer,  Ulysses  F.  Doubleday,  Able  Hun- 
tington, Gerrit  Y.  Lansiig,  George  W.  Lay,  Gideon 
Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Steplen  B.  Leonard,  Thomas  C. 
Love,  Abijah  Mann,  jr.  Wm.  Mason,  John  McKeon, 
Eli  Moore,  Valentine  Effner,  Dudley  Farlin.  Philo 
C.  Fuller,  William  K. Fuller,  Ransom  H.  Gillett, 
Francis  Granger,  Gideon  Hard,  Abner  Hazeltine, 
Hiram  P.  Hunt,  Sheruan  Page,  Joseph  Reynolds, 
David  Russell,  Willian  Seymour,  Nicholas  Sickles, 
William  Taylor,  Joel  Turrill,  Aaron  Vanderpoel, 
Aaron  Ward,  Daniel  Wardwell. 

From  New  Jersey — Philemon  Dickerson,  Thomas 
Lee,  James  Parker,  William  N.  Shinn. 

From  Pennsylvanic — Jos.  B.  Anthony,  Michael 
W.  Ash,  Andrew  Buchanan,  George  Chambers, 
William  Clark,  Edward  Darlington,  John  Galbraith, 
James  Harper,  Saraic-1  S.  Harrison,  Joseph  Hen- 
derson, Edward  B.  Hubley,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll, 
John  Klingensmith  jr.  Henry  Logan,  Job  Mann, 
Thomas  M.  T.  McKennan,  Jesse  Miller,  Henry  A. 
Muhlenberg,  Davie  Potts,  jr.  Joel  B.  Sutherland, 
David  D.  Wagener. 

From  Delaware— John  J.  Milligan. 

From  Maryland — Benjamin  C.  Howard,  Daniel 
Jenifer,  Isaac  McKim,  James  A.  Pearce,  John  N. 
Steele,  Francis  Thomas',  George  C.  Washington. 

From  Virginia — James  M.  H.  Beale,  James  W. 
Bouldin,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Walter  Coles, 
Robert  Craig,  James  Garland,  George  W.  Hopkins, 
Joseph  Johnson,  George  Loyall,  Edward  Lucas, 
William  McComas,  Charles  F.  Mercer,  William  S. 
Morgan,  John  M.  Patton,  John  Taliaierro,  Henry 
A.  Wise. 

From  North  Carolina — Jesse  A.  Bynum,  Henry 
W.  Connor,  Edmund  Deberry,  Micajah  T.  Haw- 
kins, James  J.  McKay,  Ebenezer  Pettigrew,  Wil- 
liam B.  Shepard,  Augustine  IJ.  Shepperd,  Lewis 
Williams. 

From  South  Carolina — William  I.  Grayson,  Hen- 
ry L.  Pinckney. 

From  Georgia — Seaton  Grantland,  Charles  E. 
Haynes,  Jabez  Jackson,  George  W.  Owens. 

From  Kentucky — Chilton  Allan,  Lynn  Bovd,  John 
Calhoun,  John  Chambers,  Richard  French,  Wil- 
liam J.  Graves,  Benjamin  Hardin,  James  Harlan, 
Albert  G.  Hawes,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  R. 
Underwood,  John  White,  Sherrod  Williams. 

From.  1'ennessce — John  Bell,  Samuel  Bunch,  Wil- 
liam B.  Carter,  William  C.  Dunlap,  Adam  Hunts- 
man, Cave  Johnson,  Luke  Lea,  Abram  P.  Maury, 
Balie  Peyton,  James  K.  Polk,  speaker,  Ebenezer  J. 
Shields,  James  Standefer. 

From  Ohio — William  K.  Bond,  John  Chaney, 
Thomas  Corwin,  Joseph  Id.  Crane,  Thomas  L.  Ha- 
mer, Elias  Howell,  Benjamin  Jones,  William  Ken- 
non,  Daniel  Kilgore,  Sampson  Mason,  Jeremiah 
McLene,  William  Patterson,  Jonathan  Sloane,  Da- 
vid Spangler,  John  Thompson,  Samuel  F.  Vinton, 
Taylor  Webster,  Elisha  Whittlesey. 

From  Louisiana — Henry  Johnson,  Eleazer  W- 
Ripley. 

From  Indiana — Ratliff  Boon,  John  Carr,  John 
W.  Davis,  Amos  Lane. 

From  Mississippi — John  F.  II.  Claiborne,  David 
Dickson. 

From  Illinois — Zadok  Casey,  John  Reynolds. 

From  Alabama — Reuben  Chapman.  Joab  Lawler. 

From  the  territories — Joseph  M.  White,  delegate 
from  Florida;  George  W.  Jones,  delegate  from  Wis- 
consin. 

The  following  members,  elected  to  fill  vacancies 
during  the  recess,  appeared,  were  qualified  and 
took  their  seats; 

Orris  licit,  from  Connecticut,  in  place  of  Andrew' 
T.  Judson,  resigned. 

Rvigcr  B.  Miller,  from  New  York,  in  place  of 
Mr.  Beardsley,  resigned. 

John  J.  Pearson  and  James  Black,  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  place  of  John  Banks  and  Jesse  Miller,  re- 
signed. 

Wm.  Cheiu-ood,  from  New  Jersey,  in  place  of 
Philemon  Dickerson,  resigned. 

James  Graham,  whose  seat  was  vacated  by  a vote 
of  tlie  house  at  the  last  session. 

Archibald  Yell,  of  Arkansas,  being  the  first  repre- 
sentative from  this  new  state,  also  appeared,  was 
qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

A message  was  received  from  the  senate,  By  Mr. 
Lowrie,  their  secretary,  acquainting  the  house  that 
the  senate  was  read}-  to  proceed  to  business,  and 
had  passed  a joint  resolution  to  appoint  a commit- 
tee from  both  houses  to  wait  upon  the  president  of 
the  United  States  and  inform  him  that  a quorum  of 
both  houses  is  assembled,  <md  ready  to  receive  any 
communication  he  may  have  to  make  them. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pearce,  of  Rhode 
Island,  a committee  of  three,  on  the  part  of  the 
house,  was  ordered  to  be  appointed  to-  wait  upon 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  in  conjunction- 
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"with  the  senate’s  committee,  for  the  purpose  above 
stated. 

Mr. Elisha  Whittlesey  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
following:  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  several  standing  committees 
be  now  appointed  according  to  the  standing  rules 
and  orders  of  the  house.  [That  is,  that  the  speaker 
be  authorised  now  to  appoint  them;  in  the  event  of 
which  order,  they  would  be  agreed  upon  by  the 
speaker,  and  announced  to  the  house  by  the  read- 
ing of  the  journal  on  the  opening  of  to-morrow’s 
sitting.] 

Mr-  Boon  said  that  it  had  been  usual  not  to  make 
the  appointment  until  the  first  Thursday  in  the  first 
week  of  the  session,  and  that  it  was  then  customa- 
ry for  the  house  to  adjourn  until  the  following 
Monday. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  said  he  hoped  no  gentleman  would 
oppose  the  adoption  of  the  order.  He  hoped,  at 
least  that  no  motion  would  be  made  for  a further 
postponement  than  to-morrow.  It  certainly  had 
been  the  usage,  of  late  years,  not  to  appoint  the 
■committees  until  the  close  of  the  first  week.  For- 
merly, however,  the  committees  had  been  appoint- 
ed on  the  first  day  of  the  session,  and  he  could  see 
mo  reason  why  the  appointment  should  be  postpon- 
ed. Whjr  should  a week  be  idly  spent  before  the 
house  proceeded  to  business?  It  seemed  to  him 
that  the  business  should  be  commenced  immediate- 
ly. He  called  the  attention  of  the  members  to  the 
position  in  which  the  house  found  itself  at  the  close 
■of  the  last  session;  and  he  warned  them  that  such 
would  again  be  their  position,  unless  the  business 
was  vigorously  commenced  in  the  early  part  of  the 
.session.  At  the  commencement  of  a new  congress 
(Mr.  W.  said)  there  was  undoubtedly  some  reason 
why  the  appointment  of  the  committees  should  not 
take  place  immediately;  the  members  had  to  be- 
come personally  acquainted  with  the  speaker.  But 
no  such  reason  existed  now.  He  implored  the 
members  he  called  upon  every  gentleman  to  aid 
him  in  transacting  the  business  of  the  house;  and, 
with  that  view,  to  second  him  in  his  endeavors  for 
its  immediate  commencement.  There  were  only  a 
few  members  absent,  and  he  hoped  that,  at  the  fur- 
thest, the  house  would  not  consent  to  a further  ad- 
journment than  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Boon  assured  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  that 
he  had  no  desire  to  embarrass  the  proceedings  of 
the  house.  He  was  fully  as  anxious  as  any  other 
member  that  the  business  should  be  commenced 
■forthwith.  But  only  one  hundred  and  seventy-six 
members  had  answered  to  their  names;  and  it  was 
robahle  that  a number  of  the  members  who  had 
een  appointed  on  certain  committees  at  the  last 
session  of  congress  would  be  deprived  of  having 
their  names  again  placed  on  the  same  committee, 
or  any  other.  The  speaker,  moreover,  required 
time  to  make  the  appointments;  and  for  this,  as  well 
a3  for  other  reasons  which  were  perfectly  satisfac- 
tory to  his  own  mind,  he  would  move  that  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  subject  be  postponed  until 
Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Mercer  said  that  he  concurred  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  (Mr.  E.  Wldttleseij,)  in  the  views 
ho  had  expressed,  and  that  he  (Mr.  M.)  would  not 
repeat  the  arguments  he  had  used  in  support  of 
them.  But  he  would  suggest  that  the  absence  of  a 
member  should  not  be  considered  as  a reason  why 
that  member  should  not  be  placed  on  a committee. 
The  members  not  present  were  most  prcbably  on 
their  journey  to  the  city,  and  he  saw  lie  inconve- 
nience resulting  frqm  au  appointment  made  in itbcir 
absence. 

The  speaker  said  that,  unless  the  house  altered 
the  rule,  he  could  not  appoint  an  absent  maoa'ber  to 
-a  committee. 

Mr.  Mercer  moved  that  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject  be  postponed  until  te-m-arrow;  and 
suggested  that  the  house  should  provide  that  the 
appointment  on  a committee  of  an  absent  member 
should  not  operate  as  a disqualification  to  serve. 

Mr.  E.  Whittlesey  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  rantisa  of  Mr.  Boon  to  postpone  the  consi- 
deration of  the  subject  until  Thursday  next.  The 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and, being  taken,  were 
yeas  33,  nays  1-1S.  S®  the  motion  to  postpone  was 
lost. 

Mr.  Mercer  then  withdrew  his  motion  to  postpone 
until  to-morrow,  and  moved  to  amend  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Whittlesey  by  adding  the  following  words:  “And 
that  the  absence  of  a member  shall  not  be  regarded 
as  a disqualification  for  an  appointment  upon  a com- 
mittee.” Mr.  A.  Mann  moved  that  the  house  do  now 
adjourn.  The  speaker  suggested  that  ns  day  had 
b=>en  fixed  for  the  consideration  of  tile  order.  Mr. 
W i rdwell  then  moved  that  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  order  be  postponed  until  to-morrow; 
which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  Mann,  it  was  ordered  that 
ithe  daily  hour  to  which  the  house  should  stand  ad- 


journed should  be  12  o’clock,  until  otherwise  order- 
ed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wardwell,  the  usual  regulation 
for  supplying  the  members  with  newspapers  was 
adopted. 

And,  at  one  o’clock,  on  motion  of  Mr.  A.  Mann, 
The  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  6.  Several  other  members  appear- 
ed and  took  their  seats,  viz: 

From  Maine — Moses  Mason,  jr.  Massachusetts — 
Geo.  Grennell,  jr.  Pennsylvania — Andrew  Beau- 
mont, William  Heister  and  John  Laporte.  Mary- 
land— James  Turner.  Virginia — George  C.Drom- 
goole.  North  Carolina — William  Montgomery. — 
South  Carolina — Francis  W.  Pickins  and  James 
Rogers.  Georgia — Jesse  F.  Cleveland  and  Thomas 
Glascock.  Indiana — Jonathan  McCarty.  Illinois 
— William  L.  May. 

Mr.  D.  J.  Pearce  rose  and  informed  the  house 
that  the  joint  committee  appointed  on  yesterday  to 
wait  on  the  president,  of  the  United  States,  and  in- 
form him  that  the  two  houses  had  convened,  and 
were  ready  to  receive  sucli  communication  as  he 
might  think  proper  to  make,  had  performed  their 
duty;  and  that  they  had  been  directed  by  the  presi- 
dent to  say  that,  at  12  o’clock  this  day,  he  would 
make  a communication  in  writing  to  both  houses. 

Mr.  E.  Whittlesey  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
to-morrow,  submit  a motion  to  alter  the  15th  rule 
of  the  house,  which  is  now  in  the  following  terms: 
“15.  After  six  days  from  the  commencement  of 
a second  or  subsequent  session  of  any  congress,  all 
bills,  resolutions  and  reports,  which  originated  in 
the  house,  and  at  the  close  of  the  next  preceding 
session  remained  undetermined,  shall  be  resumed 
and  acted  on  in  the  same  manner  as  if  an  adjourn- 
ment had  not  taken  place.” 

Mr.  W’s  motion  provides  that  the  rule  be  so 
changed  as  that  the  house  proceed  to  the  transaction 
of  the  said  business  immediately. 

Mr.  Gillelt  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  to-mor- 
row, submit  a motion  that  so  much  of  the  106th 
rule  as  provides — “Nor  shall  any  rule  he  suspend- 
ed, except  by  a vote  of  at  least  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present;  nor  shall  the  order  of  business, 
as  established  by  the  rules  of  the  house,  be  post- 
poned or  changed,  except  by  a vote  of  at  least  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  present,”  be  repealed. 

The  annual  message  was  received  from  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  through  Andrew  Jackson, 
jr.  esq.  his  private  secretary;  and  was  read  at  the 
clerk’s  table. 

[For  the  message,  see  this  day’s  proceedings  of 
the  senate.] 

The  reading  of  the  message  having  been  com- 
pleted, Mr.  Loyall  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  house  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  and  that  15,000  copies,  with  the  accompany- 
ing documents,  he  printed  for  the  use  of  the  mem- 
bers, and  also  5,000  copies  of  the  message  without 
the  documents.  Mr.  Briggs  wished  to  modify  this 
resolution  by  ordering  that  the  5,000  copies  be  fur- 
nished to  the  house  within  two  days.  He  under- 
stood that  this  had  been  done  on  former  occasions. 
Mr.  Loyall  assented  to  the  modification,  and  the  re- 
solution thus  modified,  was  carried. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  communica- 
tions received  from  several  departments,  as  follows: 
A communication  from  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, containing  a statement  of  the  annual  receipts 
and  expenditures. 

The  annual  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry relative  to  the  state  of  the  finances. 

A communication  containing  the  annual  report 
of  the  commissioner  of  the  land  office. 

A communication  containing  an  estimate  of  ap- 
propriations which  will  be  required  for  the  .service 
of  the  year  1837. 

And,  also,  a statement  presented  by  the  clerk  of 
the  house,  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  house 
for  the  past  year. 

These  several  communications,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
E.  Whittlesey  and  Mr.  Cambreleng,  were  ordered  to 
lie  upon  the  table,  and  to  be  printed.  The  com- 
mittees not  yet  being  appointed,  that  course  , was 
adopted  instead  of  a reference  of  them. 

Mr.  E.  Whittlesey  then  moved  to  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  the  order  for  the  appointment  of 
committees;  but,  before  taking  the  question, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parks,  the  house  adjourned. 
Wednesday,  Dec.  7.  Alter  the  reading  of  the 
journal,  with  which  every  day’s  sitting  opens — 

Mr.  Claiborne,  of  Mississippi,  addressed  the  house 
as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  It  is  only  a few  years  since  I 
witnessed  from  that  gallery  the  affecting  honors 
paid  to  the  remains  of  a distinguished  representa- 
tive from  the  state  of  Mississippi.*  Since  that  pe- 


*Hon.  Christopher  Rankin. 


riod,  she  has  lost  two  sons,*  eminent  for  talents,  in 
the  public  service,  and  you  are  now  called  on  to 
render  the  last  homage  to  the  memory  of  another. 
The  time  that  has  intervened  since  the  death  of  my 
lamented  colleague  saves  me  the  painful  duty  of 
being  the  first  to  communicate  it  to  his  friends,  now 
present.  He  died,  sir,  as  he  had  lived,  through  a 
life  of  extraordinary  vicissitudes,  with  characteris- 
tic fortitude,  with  but  one  wish  ungratified — a wish 
so  natural  to  the  human  heart — that,  in  his  dark 
hour  of  dissolution,  he  might  be  supported  by  his 
nearest  and  best  beloved,  and  the  cherished  beings 
that  grew  up  and  clustered  aroand  his  fireside. 

Sir,  let  death  come  when  it  will,  in  what  shape  it 
may,  in  the  battle  or  the  shipwreck,  or  in  the  soli- 
tude ol  the  cloister,  it  is  appalling  to  human  con- 
templation. But  when  it  overtakes  us  in  a distant 
land,  and  we  know  that  our  last  moments  of  agony 
and  infirmity  arc  to  be  witnessed  by  stranger  eyes, 
and  are  conscious  that  we  must  be  carried  down  lo- 
an unwept  grave,  where  no  kindred  dust  shall  min- 
gle with  ours  forever,  and  the  last  hope  of  home' 
and  of  family  fades  from  our  filmed  view,  oh!  sir, 
this  is  death!  this  it  is  to  die!  Such  w'as  the  desti- 
ny of  my  colleague,  “by  strangers  honored  and  by 
strangers  mourned;”  his  dying  message  was  for 
those  broken  hearted  ones,  now  in  widowhood  and 
orphanage — his  expiring  sigh  a prayer  for  them! 

Mr.  Speaker,  I shall  pronounce  no  eulogy  on  the 
dead.  Let  his  history  speak  it.  For  twenty  years 
he  preserved  a high  position  in  the  public  service, 
and  died  poorer  than  when  he  entered  it,  leav  ing  to 
his  children  the  riches  of  an  honorable  name.  If  it 
be  praise  to  have  lived  beloved  and  die  anreproach- 
ed,  then  it  is  due  to  him. 

It  now  only  remains  for  us  to  pay  the  final  honors 
to  his  memory — sad,  because  it  seems  like  breaking 
the  last  link  that  binds  the  living  to  the  dead;  so- 
lemn, when  we  reflect  how  soon,  how  very  soon, 
some  friend  now  present  may  invoke  the  same  tri- 
bute for  ourselves! 

I offer  you,  sir,  the  following  resolutionr 

Resolved,  That,  in  testimony  of  their  respect  for 
the  memory  of  David  Dickson,  late  a representative 
from  the  state  of  Mississippi,  the  members  of  this 
house  will  wrear  crape  for  one  month. 

This  resolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Haynes,  of  Georgia,  then  ruse,  and  address- 
ed the  chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  On  me  has  devolved  tile  mourn- 
ful duty  of  announcing  to  this  house  the  (feath  of 
one  of  its  members,  my  friend  and  colleague,  the 
hon.  John  Coffee,  of  Georgia.  For  a considerable 
portion  of  the  last  session  of  congress,  he  labored 
under  severe  indisposition,  which  at  different  pe- 
riods detained  him  from  the  service  of  the  house. — 
Although  his  symptoms  were  so  mitigated  before 
the  adjournment  as  to  enable  him  to  resume  the  re- 
gular discharge  of  his  official  duties,  no  radical 
amendment  had  taken  place,  and  with  gradually  in- 
creasing force  his  disease  closed  his  existence  in 
the  bosom  of  his  family,  in  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber last. 

In  speaking  of  a departed  friend  and  colleague, 
the  language  of  eulogy  might  be  excused;  but  to 
those  w'ho  have  been  associated  with  general  Coffee 
in  the  labors  of  this  house  for  the  last  three  years, 
such  language  would  be  unnecessary. 

Suffice  it  to  say  that,  in  his  domestic  and  social 
relations,  he  was  eminently  characterized  by  affec- 
tionate kindness  and  courtesy,  and  that  public  du- 
ties were  discharged  with  honor  to  himself  and  fide- 
lity to  his  country.  As  the  usual  mark  of  respect, 

I offer  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  this  house  lias  re- 
ceived with  the  liveliest  sensibility  the  annuncia- 
tion of  the  death  of  the  hon.  John  Coffee,  a repre- 
sentative from  the  state  of  Georgia. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  this  house  tenders  to 
the  relatives  of  the  deceased  the  expression  of  its 
sympathy  on  this  mournful  event;  and  as  a testi- 
mony of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased, 
the  members  will  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  for 
thirty  days. 

These  resolutions  were  unanimously  agreed  to; 
and  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cushman,  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Thursday’s  proceedings. 

In  the  senate.  The  vice  president  laid  before  the 
senate  a communication  from  the  secretary  of  war, 
making  the  annual  report  required  by  law  touching 
the  expenditure  of  the  contingent  fund  in  the  se- 
veral offices  of  that  department. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  secretary  of 
state  containing  a similar  report  of  expenditures  in 
that  department. 


* Thomas  3.  Read  and  Robert  II.  Adams,  of  tba 
U.  S.  senate. 
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Also,  a communication  from  the  secretary  of  the 
navy  of  a similar  tenor;  which  several  documents 
were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  King , of  Alabama,  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Ewing  gave  notice  that  he  should  on  Mon- 
day next,  introduce  a joint  resolution  to  rescind  the 
the  treasury  order  of  the  11th  day  of  July,  1838,  to 
make  uniform  the  currency  receivable  for  the  pub- 
lic revenue,  [requiring  the  payment  of  specie  for 
the  public  lands.] 

Messrs.  Moore  and  Tipton  gave  similar  notices 
respecting  several  private  bills. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King , of  Alabama,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  will,  on  Monday  next, 
at  1 o’clock,  proceed  to  the  election  of  a secretary 
of  the  senate,  in  the  room  of  Walter  Lowrie,  esq. 
resigned. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  it  was  ordered  that, 
on  Monday  next,  the  senate  would  appoint  its  stand- 
ing committees. 

Xvfr.  King,  of  Alabama,  on  leave,  introduced  a 
bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  the  better 
organization  of  the  district  courts  of  the  united 
States  within  the  state  of  Alabama;  which  was 
read  ones,  and  ordered  to  a second  reading. 

Mr.  Knight  of  Rhode  Island,  on  leave,  introduc- 
ed a bill  to  allow  a drawback  on  imported  hemp, 
when  manufactured  into  cordage  and  exported. 

Mr.  Benton,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  making 
appropriation  for  the  collection  of  materials  and  the 
purchase  of  sites,  and  to  commence  the  construc- 
tion of  certain  fortifications,  and  for  other  purposes; 
also,  a bili  to  increase  the  present  military  establish- 
ment of  the  United  States;  also,  a bill  l'or  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  gen.  William  Eaton. 

All  these  bills  were  passed  to  a second  reading. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Mississippi,  on  leave,  introduced 
a bili  to  advance  to  each  of  the  states  of  Alabama' 
and  Mississippi,  one  million  of  dollars,  chargeable 
upon  the  2 per  cent,  fund  of  said  states,  respective- 
ly, to  be  appropriated  by  said  states  toward  the  con- 
struction of  a railway  from  Brandon,  Mississippi,  to 
Cahawba,  Alabama;  which  bill  was  read  once  and 
ordered  to  a second  reading. 

The  following  resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  Benton, 
of  Missouri,  being  under  consideration — 

Resolved,  That  the  annual  statement  of  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  the  United  States  be  here- 
after printed  under  the  direction  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  and  be  communicated  in  a printed 
form  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  commencement 
of  each  stated  session  of  congress. 

Mr.  Benton  advocated  this  resolution  on  the 
ground  that  great  delay  was  unavoidably  incurred 
in  printing  this  document,  and  that  the  senate  was 
usually  a year  in  arrears  in  its  reception.  After 
some  remarks  from  Mr.  Knight,  who  inquired  whe- 
ther any  extra  copies  were  to  be  printed  under  the 
resolution,  and  said  that  as  the  document  was  a pro- 
fitable one  to  the  printer,  the  number  of  copies  and 
the  price  of  prin-ing  ought  to  be  stated,  &c.  Mr. 
Benton  called  for  the  reading  of  the  original  order 
under  which  the  document  was  prepared — but  some 
delay  occurring  in  turning  to  it,  the  subject  was, 
for  the  present,  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  senate 
adjourned. 

In  the  house  of  representatives.  [The  hon.  John 
Young,  elected  a member  from  the  state  of  New 
York,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  re- 
signation of  Philo  C.  Fuller,  appeared  on  Tuesday, 
was  qualified  and  took  his  seat.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whittlesey,  the  order  of  the 
house  for  proceeding  to  the  appointment  of  com- 
mittees with  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Mercer,  of  Va. 
“that  the  absence  of  a member  be  not  considered 
as  disqualifying  him  for  appointment  on  any  of  the 
committees,”  was  taken  up.  The  amendment  was 
then  disagreed  to  and  the  appointment  of  the  com- 
mittees ordered. 

Mr.  Evans  moved  that  when  the  house  adjourn, 
it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday,  which  was  agreed  to. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  by  the  hands  of  .Andrew  Jack- 
son,  jr.  esq.  his  private  secretary,  concerning  the 
late  ex-president  Madison,  &c.  [The  correspon- 
dence shall  have  a pln.ee  in  the  next  “Register.”'] 

Mr.  Patton  moved  that  this  subject  be  referred  to 
the  joint  committee  on  the  library. 

The  speaker  observed  that  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  house  was  not  yet  appointed. 

Mr.  Patton  then  moved  that  the  said  committee 
be  now  appointed,  which  was  agreed  to;  and  the 
message  and  accompanying  documents  were  refer- 
red accordingly. 

The  speaker  communicated  to  the  house  various 
communications  received  from  the  president  and 
departments,  viz: 

A letter  from  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
communicating  a report  of  the  commissioner  of 
public  buildings,  showing  the  progress  made  in  the 
various  buildings  authorised  by  congress. 


A communication  from  the  secretary  of  the  trea-  | 
sury,  transmitting  a statement  of  the  expenditures  ' 
of  the  contingent  fund. 

A communication  from  the  same,  containing  a 
statement  of  the  expenditures  incurred  for  the  bridge 
across  the  Potomac. 

A communication  from  the  same,  containing  the 
report  of  the  land  office,  in  pursuance  of  the  pro- 
visions of  an  act  of  congress  to  carry  into  effiect  the 
treaty  with  the  Chickasaws. 

A communication  from  the  same,  containing  a re- 
port of  the  survey  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States. 

These  communications  were  severally,  on  motion, 
ordered  to  he  laid  on  the  table  and  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  then  rose,  and  addressed 
the  chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  Painful  as  the  duty  may  he,  it  is 
mine  of  this  morning  to  announce  to  the  house  the 
decease  of  another  of  its  members. 

Ivly  friend  and  colleague,  the  hon.  George  L. 
Kinnard,  died  at  Cincinnati  on  the  25th  ult.  after  a 
few  days  of  suffering  much  more  severe  than  ordi- 
narily falls  to  the  lot  of  mankind  in  passing  that 
dread  ordeal.  The  immediate  cause  of  his  death  is 
perhaps  well  known  to  this  house  and  to  the  coun- 
try. It  was  his  misfortune  to  sailer  from  one  of 
those  appalling  accidents  which  are  of  bat  too  fre- 
quent recurrence  upon  our  steamboats,  by  the  burst- 
ing of  their  machinery.  He,  too,  like  one  of  cur 
associates  whose  death  was  announced  on  yester- 
day, died  among  strangers,  yet  among  friends.  At 
the  hospitable  mansion  of  the  hon.  Robert  Lytle, 
(where  he  paid  the  great  debt  or  nature),  he  receiv- 
ed the  most  unremitting  attention  and  kindness,  as 
also  the  most  unwearied  services  of  those  who  rank 
among  the  first  in  the  profession  of  medicine;  hut 
all  would  not  do — the  Omnipotent  fiat  had  gone 
forth  by  which  he  was  called  from  the  service  of 
his  country  to  the  service  of  his  God.  Had  I stu- 
died by  set  phrase  to  pass  a eulogy  upon  his  cha- 
racter, I should  find  words  two  cold,  language  too 
inexpressive,  to  do  justice  to  his  virtues.  It  was 
my  good  fortune  to  he  favored  for  many  years  with 
his  acquaintance,  and  to  share  largely  in  his  friend- 
ship. With  a clear  and  discriminating  mind,  an 
honest  heart,  and  an  untiring  industry,  he  had  ele- 
vated himself  to  the  highest  seat  in  the  affections  of 
those  who  knew  him  best.  In  all  the  varied  rela- 
tions of  life,  (to  which  he  was  about  to  add  another 
of  a sacred  and  responsible  character),  he  sustained 
the  most  unsullied  reputation,  leaving  to  the  world 
indubitable  evidence,  not  only  that  he  was  a man 
of  high  attainments,  but  that  he  was  emphatically 
one  of  God’s  noblest  works — an  honest  man. 

Mr.  D.  then  submitted  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  unanimously  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  as  a testimonial  of  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  hon.  George  L.  Kinnard,  late  a 
member  of  this  house  from  the  state  of  Indiana,  the 
members  of  this  body  will  wear  crape  on  the  left 
arm  for  thirty  days. 

Resolved,  That  the  connexions  and  constituents 
of  Mr.  Kinnard  are  joined  in  the  sincerest  condo- 
lence for  the  loss  of  that  inestimable  man  to  them, 
to  us  and  to  the  country. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lay,  the  house  adjourned. 
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Speculation.  A New  York  paper  has  been  desired 
to  address  a query  to  the  Albany  Argus,  in  refer- 
ence to  certain  alleged  plans  for  a large  speculation 
in  flour.  It  asks  the  Argus  whether  it  is  not  true 
that  a company  ha3  been  formed  along  the  line  of 
the  canal  with  a capital  of  200  or  250  thousand  dol- 
lars, for  the  purpose  of  speculating  on  a rise  of 
flour,  and  also,  whether  some  gentlemen  high  in  the 
state  government  have  not  embarked  in  the  specu- 
lation? 

Construction  of  the  heart.  The  following  return 
appears  o:i  the  back  of  an  execution  issued  by  a 
justice  not  far  from  this  place;  the  execution,  it  will 
be  recollected,  commands  the  constable  to  levy  the 
debt  and  costs  on  the  goods  and  chattels  of  defend- 
ant, but  for  want  of  sufficient  distress  to  take  the 
bodv  to  the  jail  of  the  county.  [ Tioga  Gaz. 

“ tVent  to  house  of  defendant  and  found  no  pro- 
perty, but  there  beingsufficient  distress  in  the  fami- 
ly I did  not  take  the  body  to  the  jail. 

So  answers , Constable. 

New  Coin.  The  new  fifty  cent  pieces  about  to 
be  issued  from  the  mint  at  Philadelphia,  are  spoken 
of  as  being  of  superior  workmanship,  and  in  the 
highest  degree  creditable  to  the  artist,  Mr.  Gobrecht. 
Tlie  beauty  and  finish  are  equal  to  any  thing  of  the 
kind  in  this  country  or  Europe. 

Heavy  losses.  The  several  marine  insurance  com- 
panies in  the  city  of  New  York,  have  ascertained 
that  their  losses  during  the  past  Week  amount  to  up- 
wards ol  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars. 


General  Jacob  Morton,  who  wa9  for  more  than 
twenty  years  clerk  of  the  common  council  of  New 
York,  and  filled  many  important  public  stations, 
died  suddenly  in  that  city*  on  Saturday  last. 

Rathbuns  estate.  The  remainder  of  his  personal 
estate,  and  all  the  real  estate  and  land  contraels, 
will  be  sold  at  Buffalo,  Jan.  16th.  The  lands  lie  in 
the  city  and  at  the  Falls,  and  are  very  choice  selec- 
tions; but  the  pressure  on  the  money  market  will 
cause  them  to  go  at  a great  sacrifice.  The  personal 
estate  already-sold  is  $115,000,  though  estimated  by 
Rathbuu  at  $455,000.  [iV.  Y.  Star. 

A naval  court  martial  has  been  ordered  to  convene 
at  Washington,  on  Tuesday,  the  6th.  day  ol  Decem- 
ber, for  the  trial  of  lieutenant  S.  D.  Downing,  and 
such  others  as  may  be  brought  before  it.  The 
court  to  consist  of  commodore  James  Biddle,  pre- 
sident, com.  C.  G.  Ridgely,  capt.  J.  B.  Nicholas, 
capt.  F.  A.  Parkes,  capt.  David  Conner,  master 
commandant  E.  A.  F.  Valletta,  master  com.  J.  H. 
Aulick,  lieut.  French  Forrest,  lieut.  Ralph  Yoor 
hees,  members, 

James  Dunlap,  esq.  of  Georgetown,  to  be  judge 
advocate. 

The  prevailing  system  in  operation  at  New  Or- 
leans for  obtaining  seamen  is  attended  with  oppor- 
tunities of  extortion  that  are  occasionally  practised 
with  a widely  grasping  hand.  Recently  the  ship 
Grace  Brown,  cleared  at  that  port  for  Liverpool, 
was  compelled  to  pay  $60  per  month  in  order  to 
obtain  a crew.  The  former  rates  were  but  $18. 

The  Natchez  Courier  states  that  the  citizens  of 
that  place  have  subscribed  seventy  thousand  dol- 
lars towards  the  capital  stock  for  the  erection  of  a 
steam  ship  to  run  between  New  Y'ork  and  Natchez. 

.1  hurricane  chasing  a gold  mine.  A furious  hur- 
ricane took  place  on  the  18th  of  November  in 
Rutherford  county,  North  Carolina.  It  unroofed 
the  houses,  blew  down  the  fences,  and  carried  off 
the  fodder  stacks  of  several  planters  near  Ruther- 
fordson,  besides  leveling  forests  to  the  ground  and 
blocking  up  the  roads  with  their  huge  trunks.  Its 
length  was  ten  miles  and  its  breadth  a quarter  of  a 
mile.  Among  other  freaks  it  took  up  a chicken 
house,  and  filled  the  air  with  a flock  of  fowls,  turkeys 
and  ducks.  About  five  miles  north  of  Ruthcrford- 
son,  a vein  of  gold  has  been  traced  at  least  three 
miles,  and  a large  company  has  commenced  operat- 
ing upon  a portion  of  it,  with  every  prospect  of 
realizing  a large  profit  on  their  investment.  The 
gale  encountered  (his  vein  at  one  end,  pursued  it 
for  the  whole  three  miles,  with  as  much  exactness 
as  the  most  skilful  mineralogist  would  trace  it, 
through  its  various  windings,  literally  sweeping 
eveiy  thing  before  it. 

Loss  of  packet  ships.  The  ship  Ajax,  captain 
Hiern,  from  New  York,  for  Mobile,  was  driven 
ashore  on  the  14th  of  November,  near  Tiger  Creek, 
Carysfort  reef.  The  ship  is  a total  loss — part  of 
her  cargo  had  been  saved,  in  a damaged  state.  The 
A.  had  on  board  one  hundred  and  twenty  passen- 
gers. We  are  happy  to  state,  that  not  a single  life 
was  lost.  The  ship  Champion,  from  New  Orleans, 
for  Havre,  was  lost  on  Key  Sal,  about  the  12th  of 
November.  The  passengers  had  arrived  at  Ma- 
tanzas. 

Singular  preservation.  A letter  to  a gentleman 
of  Philadelphia,  dated  Bellefonte,  Penn.  November 
23,  says  that  a stage  containing  three  passengers 
was,  on  the  preceding  evening,  within  a mile  of 
that  place,  overset  by  a wagon  and  precipatated 
into  a Spring  creek,  down  a rocky  precipice  be- 
tween thirty  and  forty  feet  deep,  and  at  an  angle  of 
fifty  degrees,  and,  wonderful  to  slate,  no  person 
were  killed  or  seriously  injured.  Two  of  the  horses, 
however,  which  had  plunged  into  deep  water,  were 
drowned. 

Alford  Hacker,  who  withheld  the  poll  book  of 
Lincoln  county,  Ky.  of  which  he  was  sheriff',  lias 
been  appointed  postmaster  at  Stanford  in  that  state. 
This  appointment  has  caused  much  severe  comment, 
and  the  Danville  Olive  Branch  says,  when  Hocker 
presented  his  credentials  as  postmaster,  and  de- 
manded possession  of  the  papers,  ibrniturc,  &c.  of 
the  office,  the  assistant  of  the  late  postmaster  de- 
clined complying  with  the  demand.  “Sir,”  said! 
Hocker,  “by  what  authority  do  you  refuse  to  sur- 
render me  the  office?”  The  young  man  replied, 
“By  the  same  authority,  sir,  that  you  refused  to. 
surrender  the  Lincoln  poll  book.” 

By  the  Providence  Directory  it  appears  (halt 
there  are  in  that  town,  77  blacksmiths — 23  barbers 
— 147  clerks — 155  jewellers — 301  house  carpenters 
— 33  ship  carpenters — 106  masons — 13  cabinet  ma- 
kers— 68  tailors — 47  draymen — 87  lawyers  and  33 
physicians. 
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QtJ-In  this  “ documentary  season”  we  are  deprived 
of  all  control  over  the  selections  for  our  sheet — for 
the  papers  which  emanate  from  the  government 
are  g nerally  of  current  interest  and  must  be 
promptly  inserted  without  regard  to  miscellaneous 
articles  claiming  our  attention — of  which  a large 
number  are  on  file.  Of  this  current  character  are 
the  reports  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and 
navy,  both  of  which  are  published  in  this  number — 
the  former  of  which  will  be  read  with  increased  in- 
terest in  connection  with  the  letter  of  Mr.  Bid- 
dle upon  the  manner  in  which  the  secretary  has 
executed  the  law  for  the  distribution  of  the  surplus 
revenue,  &c.  inserted  in  page  213. 

Destruction  of  the  general  post  office, 

PATENT  OFFICE  AND  THE  CITY  POST  OFFICE!!! 

It  is  our  painful  duty  to  state  that  the  general  post 
office,  the  patent  office  and  the  city  post  office  were 
entirely  consumed  by  fire  on  Thursday  morning 
last.  The  particulars  of  this  distressing  calamity 
are  detailed  in  the  account  from  the  “Intelligencer” 
of  yesterday  morning  inserted  in  a subsequent  page, 
and  must  excite  the  most  painful  emotions  in  the 
public  mind — for  the  loss  sustained  cannot  be  re- 
paired and  will  be  severely  felt  by  individuals — es- 
pecially from  the  destruction  of  the  patent  office, 
by  which  the  fruits  of  the  genius  of  our  country- 
men, that  have  been  accumulating  for  nearly  hall  a 
century,  have  been  reduced  to  ashes.  In  the  present 
confused  state  of  the  affairs  of  the  general  post  office 
department,  the  real  extent  of  the  loss  it  has  sustain- 
ed cannot  be  ascertained — but  it  is  said  that  all  the 
books,  contracts,  &c.  have  been  saved.  Alt  the 
letters,  mails  and  money  of  the  city  post  office 
were,  however,  destroyed — Fortunately  the  large 
mails  had  been  sent  oil'  before  the  fire  broke  out 
and  escaped  the  general  destruction,  but  all  the  let- 
ters received  on  the  evening  previous  for  delivery 
in  the  city,  were  destroyed. 

The  origin  of  this  disaster  is  still  shrouded  in 
mystery,  but,  as  will  be  seen  by  an  abstract  of  the 
proceedings,  is  to  undergo  an  investigation  by  con- 
gress. There  are  some  things,  however,  in  connec- 
tion with  it,  apparent  from  the  accounts  before  us, 
that  call  for  the  indignant  censure  of  the  country — 
we  mean  the  criminal  tardiness  in  spreading  the 
alarm  and  the  slothful  efforts  to  repress  the  flames 
and  rescue  the  public  property — For  it  appears  that 
nearly  half  an  hour!!!  elapsed  before  the  alarm  bells 
were  rung,  dnd  more  than  that  time  before  an  engine 
or  a bucket  of  water  could  be  commanded.  With 
the  same  difficulties  in  procuring  water  that  trie 
Washington  firemen  had  to  contend  with,  the  Bal- 
timore firemen  could  have  drawn  their  engines  three 
miles  through  the  mud,  not  on  McAdamised  roads 
as  smooth  as  a bowling  green,  and  placed  then  in 
active  operation. 

One  benefit  will  result  from  this  conflagratim. — 
It  will  ensure  the  erection  of  permanent  fire  proof 
buildings  for  all  the  public  offices,  and  no  onger 
place  the  public  records  and  archives  in  jeipardy 
from  a similar  disaster.  The  new' buildingfor  the 
treasuiy  department,  in  lieu  of  the  old  one  <estroy- 
ed  in  1S33,  is,  as  far  as  it  has  progressed. built  in 
the  most  substantial  manner,  and  will  be  complete- 
ly fire  proof.  According  to  the  Alexandra.  Gazette 
the  foundation  for  the  entire  extent  of  he  build- 
ing, which  is  -160  feet  in  length,  including  the  wes- 
tern projection,  is  laid.  The  front  rrigs  of  the 
rooms  is  brought  up  to  the  springingliue  of  the 
groin  arches,  several  of  which  are  timid,  and  laid 
in  hydraulic  cement;  and  the  cut  gran  e,  facing  on 
the  west  front,  made  up  as  high  as  the  'indaw  seats. 
A large  quantity  of  materials,  gran-e,  freestone, 
cut  and  in  the  rough,  brick,  lime  andnortar,  is  col- 
lected on  the  spot,  and  roomy  shops  ae  provided  for 
the  workmen  to  cut  and  dress  the  stne  during  the 
winter,  so  that  no  time  may  be  los  in  progressing 
with  the  building  in  due  season. 

The  foundation  for  the  new  pafit.  office , intend- 
ed for  the  reception  of  the  mode’,  &c.  which  are 
now  a heap  of  ruins,  is  also  lai<  and  the  granite 
facings  on  both  fronts,  built  ujto  the  basement 
story.  The  building  will  be  27rfeet  in  length  and 
69  feet  deep,  and  like  the  builchg  intended  for  the 
treasury  department,  will  be  finproof.  Both  fronts 
are  faced  with  split  granite  lai  in  regular  cou/ses 
with  dressed  joints.  The  mierial  of  which  the 
body  of  the  building  will  be  exposed  has  not  been 
decided  on — but  the  portic.  the  proportions  of 
Vol  LI  Sic.  16, 


which  are  exactly  those  of  the  Parthenon,  at  Athens, 
will  involve  a large  portion  of  the  whole  expense. 

From  Florida.  We  have  before  us  a highly 
interesting  detail  of  the  movements  of  that  portion 
of  the  army  under  the  command  of  gen.  Call  and 
the  recent  victories  achieved  over  the  Indians, 
which  we  are  compelled,  in  consequence  of  the 
large  space  occupied  by  congressional  documents, 
to  defer  until  next  week.  According  to  the  ac- 
count, our  army  was  in  high  spirits,  and,  the  ene- 
my, weakened  and  dispirited,  flying  in  a direction 
that  would  bring  them  in  contact  with  gen.  Jesup 
in  a section  of  country  in  which  their  destruction 
will  be  inevitable.  In  the  battle  near  the  Wahop 
swamp,  we  regret  to  state  that  maj.  Moniac,  a gal- 
lant officer  of  the  Tennessee  volunteers,  was  killed 
while  crossing  a creek  when  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy. 
Gen.  Call’s  army,  at  the  last  accounts,  was  at  Vo- 
lusia and  amply  supplied  with  provisions. 

Presidential.  We  continue  our  record  of  the 
official  statements  of  the  popular  vote  in  each  state 
and  the  votes  of  the  colleges.  It  will  be  some  time 
before  complete  returns  can  be  received  from  all 
the  states,  but  the  vote  for  president  will  stand  as 


follows: 
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Mississippi, 
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Alabama, 

. 7 
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0 
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— 
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72 
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11 

We  cannot,  from  the  returns  before  us,  give  a 
correct  list  of  the  votes  cast  for  the  vice  president. 


Senator  from  Maine.  The  hon.  Judah  Dana,, 
of  Fryehurg,  has  been  appointed  by  the  governor 
and  council,  senator  in  congress  from  Maine,  to  fill 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  ol  Mr. 
Shepley. 

Pennsylvania  senator.  James  Buchanan,  esq. 
was  on  Tuesday  last,  re-elected  a senator  from 
Pennsylvania  for  six  years  from  the  3d  of  March 
next.  For  Buchanan  85,  C.  B.  Penrose  21.  T.  W. 
T.  McKennon  24. 

It  appears  that  according  to  a law  of  the  state 
passed  in  1802,  each  house  should  have  given  the 
other  at  least  two  days  notice  on  or  before  Saturday 
last,  of  the  persons  nominated  as  senators  and  ap- 
pointed tellers.  On  Saturday  morning  the  senate 
met  at  the  usual  hour,  and  made  the  nominations; 
before  the  clerk  could  reach  the  chamber  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  that  house  had  adjourned, 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  S.  F.  Reed,  so  that  the  notice 
required  by  law  was  not  received.  On  Monday  com- 
mittees of  conference  were  appointed  by  both 
bodies,  and  on  Tuesday  a hill  was  passed  and  sign- 
ed by  the  governor  which  removed  the  difficulty, 
and  Mr.  Buchanan  was  elected,  as  above  stated. 

Virginia  senator.  Richard  E.  Parker,  of  the 
county  of  Clarke,  and  judge  of  the  general  court  of 
Virginia,  was,  on  Monday  last,  elected  by  the  legisla- 


ture a senator  of  the  United  States,  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Leigh. 
[The  vote  was,  for  judge  Parker  78,  for  John  Ty- 
ler 23,  for  John  M.  Patton  15  votes.] 

Mr.  Leigh’s  letter  to  the  acting  governor,  on  re- 
signing his  seat,  and  the  proceedings  upon  it  in  the 
legislature,  are  inserted  in  page  243. 

South  Carolina  senate.  William  C.  Pres- 
ton, esq.  has  been  re-elected  a senator  from  South 
Carolina  for  4 years  from  the  3d  of  March  next — 
for  Mr.  Preston  125  votes — scattering  8. 

Secretary  of  the  senate.  It  will  be  seen  by 
the  proceedings  of  the  senate,  that  Asbury  Dickens, 
esq.  has  been  elected  secretary  of  the  senate  of  the 
United  States  in  place  of  Mr.  Lowrie  resigned.  Mr. 
Dickens  is  well  qualified  lor  the  office,  being  a gen- 
tleman of  fine  talents  who  has  had  considerable  ex- 
perience in  public  duties.  He  wa9  for  many  years 
chief  clerk  of  the  treasury  department,  and  during 
that  period  frequently  acted  as  secretary — and  for 
the  last  three  years  has  discharged  the  duties  of 
chief  clerk  of  the  department  ofstate,  and  occasion- 
ally acted  as  head  of  that  burea®. 

The  new  dollar.  It  gives  us  pleasure  to  an- 
nounce— says  the  Washington  Globe  of  yesterday 
morning — that  the  one  dollar  of  our  own  mint  is 
soon  to  make  its  appearance-  The  face  of  the  coin 
represents  a full  length  figure  of  Libert}7,  seated  on 
a rock,  with  the  classic  emblem  of  the  pileus  or 
liberty-cap  surmounting  a spear  held  in  the  left 
hand.  The  right  hand  rests  on  the  American  shield, 
with  its  thirteen  stripes,  crossed  by  a scroll,  on 
which  is  the  word  liberty.  The  reverse  represents 
the  American  eagle,  on  the  wing,  drawn  accurately 
from  nature;  all  the  heraldic  appendages  of  the  old 
coin  being  discarded.  Over  the  field  are  placed  ir- 
regularly twenty -six  stars;  the  entrance  of  Michigan 
into  the  union,  having  been,  it  seems,  anticipated. 

The  design  of  the  face  of  the  eoin  was  drawn  by 
Mr.  Sully,  and  that  of  the  reverse  by  Mr.  Titian 
PeaLe;  both  under  instructions  from  the  director  of 
the  mint.  The  die3  were  executed  by  Mr.  Go- 
brecht,  one  of  the  engravers  of  the  mint. 

This  emission  of  dollars  is  the  first  coined  at  the 
mint  since  the  year  1805.  It  is  intended  to  adopt 
the  same  design  in  the  other  coins,  as  soon  as  it  is 
practicable  to  do  so. 

American  Colonization  society.  We  learn 
from  the  “Intelligencer”  that  the  twentieth  annual 
meeting  of  this  society  was  held  at  Washington 
city  in  the  half  of  the  house  of  representatives  at 
the  capitol  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  at  5 o’clock, 
Henry  Clay,  of  Ky.  senior  vice  president  of  the  so- 
ciety, in  the  chair.  Though  the  weather  was  ex- 
tremely inclement,  a large  and  respectable  audience 
attended.  The  meeting  was  opened  by  prayer  from 
the  rev.  Dr.  Prondfit.  of  New  York;  after  which, 
the  annual  report  of  the  board  of  managers  was 
read  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Gurley,  secretary  of  the  so- 
ciety. It  is  a document  of  considerable  length,  and 
presents  a most  encouraging  view  of  the  progress 
and  prospects  of  the  society.  The  increased  favor 
which  it  showed  the  cause  to  have  received  during 
the  past  year  in  several  southern  and  south  western 
states  cannot  fail  to  animate  the  hopes  and  opera- 
tions of  its  friends.  Interesting  addresses  were  de- 
livered by  several  gentlemen,  when  the  society  ad- 
journed to  meet  on  the  following  evening  at  the 
first  Presbyterian  church. 

Naval.  A letter  dated  on  board  the  United 
States  frigate  United  States,  Athens,  August  24, 
communicates  the  following  intelligence — The  Con- 
stitution, Potomac,  United  States  and  John  Adams 
are  now  here.  The  Shark  has  been  ordered  up  the 
Adriatic-  The  squadron  all  sail  to-day — the  Po- 
tomac home,  by  the  coast  of  Africa  and  Brazil 

the  Constitution,  United  States  and  John  Adams  for 
the  coast  of  Syria.  Our  first  lieutenant,  J.  H. 
Smith,  returns  home  in  the  Potomac,  in  conse- 
quence of  ill  health.  Lieutenant  H.  H.  Rhodes  has 
been  transferred  to  the  Constitution;  lieutenant  W. 
D.  Porter  to  the  John  Adams;  lieutenant  J.  A. 
Davis  is  attached  to  this  ship.  The  fleet  surgeon. 
Dr.  Boyd,  has  been  relieved  by  Dr.  B.  Washington. 
The  squadron  will  return  by  the  way  of  Tunis  to 
Mahon,  in  November,  to  winter  quarters. 
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Banks  in  Massachusetts.  The  secretary  of 
state  has  prepared  an  abstract  of  the  returns  of  the 
banks  of  this  commonwealth,  showing  their  condi- 
tion on  the  first  Saturday  of  September  last.  The 
following  is  the  aggregate  of  some  of  the  principal 
items  in  the  statement: 

Capital  stock  paid  in,  $34,478,110 

Paid  in  since  September  3,  2,811,475 


other  nations,  and  no  other,  and  that  she  will  not  be 
seduced  from  the  exercise  of  her  sound  judgment, 
through  sympathy  for  others,  though  justly  deserv- 
ed. D.  J.  McCord,  chairman. 


Present  capital  of  130  banks,  37,289,585 

Bills  in  circulation,  10,892,249 

Cash  deposited  not  on  interest,  8,784,516 

Cash  deposited  on  interest,  6,477,928 

Balances  due  to  other  banks,  5,063,886 

Due  from  the  banks,  67,713,979 

Gold,  silver  and  other  coins,  1,455,230 

Bills  of  banks  in  the  states,  3,088,964 

Bills  of  banks  elsewhere,  389,888 

Balances  due  from  other  banks,  5,126,900 

Due  to  the  banks,  except  balances,  56,643,171 

Total  resources,  67,810,675 

Amount  of  preceding  semi-annual  divi- 
dend, 1,044,550 

Amount  of  reserved  profits,  1,175,631 

Debts  secured  by  pledge  of  stock,  1,298,744 

Debts  due,  considered  doubtful,  335,974 

Average  rate  of  semi-annual  dividend,  3 3-7  per  ct. 

There  are  thirteen  other  banks  incorporated 
which  have  not  commenced  operations,  the  capital 
of  which,  with  the  unpaid  balance  of  the  capital  of 
other  banks,  amounts  to  $3,540,415,  making  the  au- 
thorised amount  of  bank  capital  $40,830,000. 

Slavery  and  the  Presbyterian  church. 
The  synod  of  the  Presbyterian  church  for  South 

Carolina  and  Georgia,  has  passed  resolutions  en- 
joining the  southern  delegates  to  the  general  assem- 
bly of  the  Presbyterian  church,  to  disavow  all  right 
of  legislation  or  discussion  on  this  subject  whatever; 
to  refuse  to  mingle  in  any  act,  by  vote  or  speech, 
which  involves  even  the  discussion  of  this  subject, 
and  requiring  them  to  withdraw  from,  the  general  as- 
sembly and  come  home,  upon  any  attempt  by  that 
body  to  legislate  or  discuss  this  subject  at  all;  with 
the  single  exception  of  the  simple  disclaimer  of  that 
body  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  it. 

South  Carolina.  From  the  following  report  of 
the  committee  on  federal  relations  in  the  South  Ca- 
rolina legislature,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  governor’s 
opinions  in  relation  to  the  Mexican  and  Texain  ques- 
tion, have  been  promptly  seconded  by  that  commit- 
tee—and  will  no  doubt,  be  sanctioned  by  a vote  of 
the  legislature. 

The  committee  on  federal  relations  beg  leave  to  re- 
port on  so  much  of  the  governor’s  message  re- 
ferred to  them  as  relates  to  Texas. 

The  committee  fully  agree  with  his  excellency 
on  the  propriety  and  sound  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  maintaining  a strict  neu- 
trality with  all  foreign  nations,  and  especially  with 
Mexico  in  her  contest  with  Texas;  and  that  we  are 
the  last  people  who  should  set  an  example  of  im- 
pertinent interference  with  the  internal  concerns  of 
other  states.  No  people  can  long  be  safe  from 
foreign  combinations  if  they  themselves  are  the 
first  to  violate  the  laws  of  nations,  to  gratify,  on 
the  part  of  their  citizens,  a rapacity  for  gain,  in  a 
case  where  they  suppose  their  superior  strength 
enables  them  to  take  advantage  of  the  feebleness  of 
others.  If  that  justice  which  should  always  be 
maintained  between  civilized  states  is  once  aban- 
doned, and  the  rule  of  expediency  established  in 
its  place,  the  weaker  states  of  the  world  cannot 
hope  long  to  sustain  their  liberties,  but  must,  sooner 
or  later,  Fall  a prey  to  the  predatory  spirit  of  a fo- 
reign people,  or  to  the  ambition  of  neighboring 
tyrants. 

Your  committee  cannot  but  look  upon  a war,  at 
this  time,  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico 
as  a calamity  greatly  to  be  deprecated,  for  more 
reasons  than  it  is  now  necessary  to  announce;  and 
solemnly  protest  against  any  violation  of  that  neu- 
trality which  our  government  professes  towards  that 
state.  South  Carolina  connot  consent,  under  a sup- 
posed idea  of  self-interest,  to  violate  the  sanctity 
of  the  law  of  nations,  or  that  neutrality  which 
should  always  be  guarded  by  the  United  States 
towards  a foreign  nation  engaged  in  an  internal 
struggle.  Under  the  present  circumstances,  to  ac 
knowledge  the  independence  of  Texas  and  receive 
her  into  this  union,  could  be  no  less  than  a declara- 
tion of  war  against  Mexico,  and  of  doubtful  policy 
to  the  older  slaveholding  states.  It  is  not  for  this 
legislature  to  determine  at  what  crisis  it  may  be- 
come proper  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  ac- 
knowledge the  independence  of  Texas;  and,  should 
it  ever  arrive,  your  committee  trust  the  councils 
of  the  nation  will  be-governed  by  strict  justice  and 
the  soundest  policy,  and  that  she  will  pursue  that 
course  which  she  has  hitherto  observed  towards 


DISASTROUS  CONFLAGRATION. 

From,  the  National  Intelligencer  of  yesterday. 
the  general  post  office  and  patent  of- 
fice IN  ASHES. 

It  is  with  no  ordinary  regret  that  we  perform  the 
duty  of  announcing  the  destruction,  by  fire,  of  the 
building  in  the  central  part  of  this  city,  which  has 
for  many  years  been  occupied  by  the  general  post 
office,  the  patent  office,  and  the  city  post  office, 
with  an  important  part  of  the  contents  of  those 
buildings,  including  the  entire  contents  of  the  two 
latter. 

This  calamity,  great  as  it  is,  has  long  been  feared 
by  those  old  residents  of  Washington  who  knew 
the  combustible  nature  of  the  building,  (the  floors 
being  all  of  wood,  and  some  of  them  not  even  coun- 
ter-sealed), and  the  custom  of  stowing  fuel,  not  only 
coal  but  wood,  in  the  vaults  underneath  the  first 
floor.  The  calamity  has  come  at  last,  and  affords 
the  second  demonstration,  within  four  years,  of  the 
utter  absurdity  and  improvidence  ot  the  structures 
to  which  the  public  archives,  records  and  govern- 
ment accounts  have  been  hitherto  for  the  most  part 
confided. 

The  first  alarm  of  fire  was  given  by  Mr.  Crown, 
a messenger,  who  usually  sleeps  in  the  room  con- 
nected with  the  city  post  office  (the  postmaster’s 
own  room).  The  clerks  had  been  at  work,  assort- 
ing the  mails,  until  half  past  two  o’clock,  when  one 
of  the  persons  belonging  to  the  office  (Mr.  Lans- 
dale)  passed  out  of  the  east  door,  and  along  the 
whole  front  of  the  building,  withoutdiscovering  any- 
thing to  give  rise  to  a suspicion  of  danger.  Not 
long  after  three  o’clock,  Mr.  Crown  was  roused 
from  a light  slumber  by  the  smell  of  smoke.  Open- 
ing the  door  of  the  city  post  office,  he  perceived  a 
dense  smoke,  without  any  visible  appearance  of 
fire.  He  gave  the  alarm  instantly,  first  rousing  Mr. 
Cox,  one  of  the  clerks,  who  slept  in  a back  room 
adjoining  the  post  office,  and  who,  coming  out  of 
the  door  of  his  room,  passed  along  the  whole  of  the 
long  room  with  difficulty,  through  the  smoke,  hear- 
ing the  fire  crackling,  but  being  able  to  see  nothing. 
The  watchmen  in  the  body  of  the  building,  some 
distance  from  the  city  post  office,  had  perceived  no- 
thing of  the  smoke,  until  they,  also,  were  alarmed 
by  Mr.  Crown. 

The  hour  of  the  night  when  all  this  took  place 
being  one  at  which  the  whole  world  is  buried  in 
the  deepest  sleep,  it  was  found  almost  impossible 
to  spread  the  alarm  of  fire.  One  of  the  church 
bells  began  to  ring,  but  the  ringer,  not  seeing  any 
flame,  ceased  ringing  almost  as  soon  as  he  began, 
and  it  was  a full  half  hour  before  the  alarm  bells 
were  rung,  and  more  than  that  time  before  an  en- 
gine or  a bucket  of  water  could  be  commanded. — 
As  it  was,  the  fire  had  its  own  way,  and  was  at  last 
seen  in  the  vault  or  cellar  immediately  under  the  de- 
livery window  of  the  city  post  office;  followed  short- 
ly afterwards  by  flames  from  the  windows  of  the 
latter,  and,  within  five  minutes  afterw'ards,  by  flames 
from  the  roof,  the  fire  having  crept  up  along  the 
stair  cases  or  partitions  to  the  top  of  the  building 
before  it  broke  out  below. 

From  the  moment  of  the  flames  bursting  out 
from  the  lower  windows,  it  was  obvious  that  all 
hope  of  saving  the  building  was  in  vain.  In  little 
more  than  an  hour  the  whole  interior  of  the  build- 
ing and  its  contents  were  destroyed. 

The  books  of  the  general  post  office  were  all,  or 
nearly  all,  saved,  exertions  having  been  made  for 
their  safety  from  nearly  the  first  moment  of  the 
alarm;  but  a mass  of  papers,  &c.  belonging  to  the 
office  were  destroyed.  Not  any  thing  was  saved 
from  the  patent  office  or  the  city  post  office,  the  vo- 
lume of  the  smoke  preventing  any  body  from  pene- 
trating the  latter,  so  as  to  save  any  thing. 

As  to  the  origin  of  the  fire,  it  is  impossible  to 
say  any  thing,  for  nothing  seems  to  be  known  of  it, 
except  that  it  was  in  a cellar  or  vault,  in  which 
pine  wood  and  coal  were  stowed,  all  which  were 
probably  in  a state  of  ignition  before  the-fire  dis- 
closed itself  to  the  eye.  We  the  more  willingly 
forbear  any  conjecture  as  to  the  cause  of  the  fire, 
since  both  houses  of  congress  have  taken  steps, 
through  committees,  to  investigate  it,  and  in  one 
house  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Most  fortunately,  the  night  was  calm  arid  compa- 
rative serene,  or  the  destruction  of  private  proper- 
ty would  have  been  inevitable  and  great.  Had  it 
occurred  on  the  night  previous,  when  the  wind 
blew  almost  a hurricane,  several  squares  of  valua- 
ble buildings  must  have  been  destroyed.  The 
means  of  the  city  for  extinguishing  fires  are  wholly 
inadequate  to  the  value  of  the  property  at  stake, 
and  the  sources  for  the  supply  of  water  for  the  en- 


gines are  limited  in  their  extent,  as  well  as  preca- 
rious. We  trust  that  the  les9on  we  have  just  re- 
ceived will  not  be  lost  on  those  who  have  it  in  their 
power  to  apply  the  remedy. 

Of  all  the  amount  of  loss  of  papers  and  property 
sustained  by  this  disaster,  that  which  is  most  to  be 
regretted  (because  irreparable)  is  that  of  the  whole 
of  the  great  repository  of  models  of  machines  in  the 
patent  office.  The  mouldering  ashes  now  only  re- 
main of  that  collected  evidence  of  the  penetration, 
ingenuity  and  enterprise  which  peculiarly  distin- 
guish the  descendants  of  Europe  in  the  western 
world. 

The  city  post  office.  We  have  mentioned 
in  the  preceding  article  the  destruction  of  all  the 
contents  of  the  city  post  office.  All  the  mails  of 
the  night  and  morning  (including  letters  received 
by  other  mails  for  distribution  by  those  mails),  ex- 
cept the  Warrenton  (Ya.)  and  Port  Tobacco  (Md.) 
mails,  had  been  sent  off  before  the  fire  occurred. 
All  the  mails  received  the  preceding  evening  and 
in  the  night  for  delivery  at  this  place  were  destroy- 
ed, including,  of  course,  all  the  letters  for  members 
of  congress,  different  officers  of  the  government 
(and  editors).  The  transmission  of  mails  from  this 
place,  will  not,  we  understand,  be  for  a moment  in- 
terrupted by  this  catastrophe. 

OCz-The  city  post  office  is  reopened  for  the  pre- 
sent in  the  lower  story  of  Mr.  Searcr’s  brick  house, 
on  7th  street,  a few  doors  above  the  office  of  the 
National  Intelligencer. 

OFFICIAL. 

Treasury  department,  Dec.  15,  1836. 

Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  all  the  letters  and 
papers,  of  every  kind,  directed  to  this  department, 
or  any  of  its  bureaus,  and  which  arrived  in  this  city 
on  the  evening  of  yesterday,  through  the  mails, 
were  destroyed  this  morning  by  the  burning  of  the 
post  office;  and  it  is  requested  that  duplicates  of 
such  as  the  parties  suppose  material  and  likely  to 
have  reached  here  last  evening  may  be  immediately 
forwarded. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury . 

ENGINEER  ORDER,  NO.  5. 

Engineer  department , Washington,  Dec.  15,  1836. 

In  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  the  post 
office  last  night  by  fire,  it  is  probable  many  com- 
munications addressed  to  this  department  may  have 
shared  the  same  fate.  In  order,  therefore,  to  re- 
medy the  latter  evil,  the  officers  and  agents  of  the 
department  are  hereby  required  to  transmit,  without 
delay,  duplicates  of  such  letters  and  other  papers 
the  receipt  of  which  remain  unacknowledged. 

C.  GRATIOT,  chief  engineer. 

PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTION. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

The  seven  electoral  votes  ot  this  state  have  been 
gven  for  Marlin  Van  Burcn  for  president  and 
Mchard  M.  Johnson  for  vice  president. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  fourteen  votes  of  this  state  were  cast  for 
Daniel  Webster  for  president,  and  Francis  Granger 
for  vice  president. 

The  followdng  letter  from  Mr.  Webster  to  the 
honorable  Nathaniel  Silsbee,  was  laid  before  the 
elecbrs  before  the  vote  was  given. 

Boston,  Nov.  15,  1S36. 

My  dear  sir:  It  appears  highly  probable  that 
the  ehetion  of  yesterday  has  terminated  in  the 
choice  af  yourself,  and  the  other  gentlemen  on  the 
same  lift,  as  electors  of  president  and  vice  president 
of  the  Dated  States,  in  behalf  of  the  state  of  Mas- 
sachuseh.  This  result,  the  relation  in  which  I have 
stood  to  he  people  of  the  commonwealth  during 
the  contes,  and  events  which  have  transpired,  or 
are  anticipted,  in  other  states,  have  rendered  it  pro- 
per, in  mv;.idgment,  that  I should  address  you  this 
letter,  to  belaid  before  the  electors  when  they  shall 
assemble. 

My  purpee  is  to  say,  that,  in  the  discharge  of 
their  high  afl  most  interesting  trust,  it  is  my  ear- 
nest wish  thathey  should  act  with  entire  freedom 
from  all  consleratinns  merely  personal  to  mj'self; 
and  that  theyffiould  give  the  vote  of  the.  state  in 
the  manner  the  think  most  likely  to  be  useful,  in 
supporting  the  institution  and  laws  of  the  country, 
the  union  of  thetates,  the  perpetuity  of  our  repub- 
lican institutional-id  the  important  interests  of  the 
whole  country;  ad  in  maintaining  the  character  of 
Massachusetts  foljntegrity,  honor,  national  patriot- 
ism, and  fidelity  t the  constitution. 

I am,  dear  sir,  jth  sentiments  of  the  truest  es- 
teem, your  friend  afl  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

Hon.  N.  Silsbee. 

[The  New  York  bmmercial  Advertiser  says — 
It  is  understood  thatar.  Webster  wrote  the  letter 
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above  inserted,  in  the  expectation,  under  the  then 
circumstances  of  the  case,  that  the  vote  of  Massa- 
chusetts might  be  of  importance  in  deciding  the 
election  against  the  Baltimore  nominee,  and  in  fa- 
vor of  general  Harrison.  Had  the  returns  continu- 
ed so  favorable  as  to  have  warranted  such  an  expec- 
tation to  the  end,  it  was  clearly  Mr.  Webster’s  de- 
sire that  the  vote  should  be  cast  for  general  Har- 
rison.] 

NEW  YORK. 

The  electoral  vote  of  this  state  was  cast  for  Mar- 
tin Van  Buren  as  president,  and  Richard  M.  John- 
son as  vice  president. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

The  electors  of  this  state,  eight  in  number,  voted 
unanimously  for  William  H.  Harrison  as  president, 
and  Francis  Granger  as  vice  president. 

VIRGINIA. 

The  twenty-three  votes  of  this  state  were  given 
for  Martin  Van  Buren,  of  New  York,  for  president 
and  William  Smith,  of  Alabama,  for  vice  president. 
Six  members  of  the  college  did  not  appear,  whose 
places  were  supplied  by  the  general  assembly. 

NORTH  CAROLINA OFFICIAL. 


Van  Buren.  Whig. 


Anson 

299 

689 

Ashe 

343 

297 

Beaufort 

180 

616 

Bertie 

442 

312 

Bladen 

263 

195 

Brunswick 

8S 

123 

Buncombe 

350 

724 

Burke 

332 

744 

Cabarrus 

231 

440 

Camden 

8S 

157 

Carteret 

152 

123 

Caswell 

1,055 

107 

Chatham 

599 

718 

Chowan 

140 

203 

Columbus 

159 

112 

Craven 

323 

137 

Cumberland 

667 

418 

Currituck 

424 

33 

Davidson 

109 

593 

Duplin 

682 

197 

Edgecomb 

1,175 

90 

Franklin 

584 

233 

Gates 

281 

103 

Granville 

494 

664 

Greene 

178 

143 

Guilford 

335 

788 

Halifax 

330 

495 

Haywood 

205 

136 

Hertford 

214 

253 

Hyde 

74 

169 

Iredell 

337 

772 

Johnston 

448 

306 

Jones 

90 

155 

Lenoir 

2S1 

172 

Lincoln 

1,336 

59) 

Macon 

288 

181 

Martin 

559 

lt9 

Mecklenburg 

985 

7i2 

Montgomery 

106 

444 

Moore 

493 

181 

Nash 

4S1 

95 

New  Hanover 

735 

150 

Northampton 

183 

359 

Onslow 

446 

140 

Orange 

1,103 

905 

Pasquotank 

155 

200 

Perquimons 

50 

166 

Person 

507 

160 

Pitt 

368 

377 

Randolph 

180 

349 

Richmond 

57 

438 

Robeson 

472 

293 

Rockingham 

860 

223 

Roivan 

108 

1,131 

Rutherford 

449 

929 

Sampson 

559 

297 

Stokes 

978 

6S4 

Surry 

865 

617 

Tvrell 

35 

189 

Wake 

813 

665 

Warren 

66- 

86 

Washington 

4 

193 

Wayne 

5? 

162 

Wilkes 

9* 

744 

Yancey 

21 

138 

26.10 

23,626 

south  carol,a- 

On  the  Gthinst.  the  house ofspresentatives  pass- 
ed the  following  resolution: 

“ Resolved , That  the  elects  of  president  and 
vice  president  be  instructed  d to  vote  for  Martin 
Van  Buren,  Hugh  L.  WirE>  or  W.  H.  Harri- 
son, and  to  vote  for  John  7ler>  of  Virginia,  for 
vice  president.” 


Afterwards,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted 
by  both  branches  of  the  legislature: 

“Resolved,  That  the  electors  on  the  part  of  this 
state  for  president  and  vice  president,  be  instructed 
to  vote  for  Willie  P.  Mangum,  of  North  Carolina, 
for  president,  and  John  Tyler  of  Virginia,  for  vice 
president.” 

The  electors  are  D.  J.  D.  McCord,  Thomas  F. 
Jones,  B.  K.  Hennegan,  John  Maxwell,  T.  L.  Gour- 
din,  Thomas  Dugan,  John  Littlejohn,  John  Framp- 
ton,  Patrick  Noble,  R.  H.  Goodwyn,  B.  T.  Elmore. 

OHIO. 

We  have  the  State  Journal  of  the  6th  inst.  In 
a postscript  we  learn  that  the  Ohio  electors  were  all 
present  but  col.  R.  Salford,  of  the  6th  congressional 
district;  his  place  was  supplied  by  the  college  elect- 
ing col.  Andrew  Donally  of  the  state  senate.  The 
21  votes  were  then  given  to  general  Harrison  and 
Francis  Granger. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Returns  from  all  the  counties  in  this  state  but  ten, 
give  a majority  of  340  votes  for  electoral  ticket  fa- 
vorable to  Van  Buren  and  Johnson. — The  remain- 
ing counties  will,  it  is  said,  increase  that  majority  a 
few  hundreds. 


RESIGNATION  OF  MR.  LEIGH. 

In  the  house  of  delegates  of  Virginia,  on  Tuesday 
the  6th  inst.  the  speaker  presented  a communica- 
tion from  the  acting  governor  enclosing  the  follow- 
ing letter  from  Benjamin  Watkins  Leigh,,  esq.  re- 
signing his  office  as  a senator  of  the  United  States. 

Richmond,  December  5th,  1S36. 

Sir:  In  the  letter  I addressed  to  the  speakers  of 
the  two  houses  of  the  general  assembly,  under  date 
of  the  2d  March  last,  I announced  my  purpose  to 
resign  my  office  of  senator  of  the  U.  States  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  session;  and  I now 
hereby  resign  the  office. 

I should  have  confined  this  letter  to  the  single 
purpose  of  making  this  resignation,  if  the  obliga- 
tions of  truth  and  candor,  the  care  I owe  to  my  own 
reputation,  and,  in  my  sense  of  things,  my  duty  to 
my  country  and  its  institutions,  did  not  impose  upon 
me  the  necessity  of  correcting  some  misapprehen- 
sions, which  I have  discovered  to  exist,  as  to  my 
motives  for  resigning. 

I shall,  therefore,  avail  myself  ol  this  opportunity 
to  declare,  in  the  most  implicit  and  solemn  manner, 
what  I thought  I had  intimated  very  distinctly  in  my 
letter  of  the  2d  March,  above  referred  to,  that  my 
sole  reason  and  motive  for  resigning  my  seat  in  the 
senate,  consist  in  the  imperious  necessity  I am  un- 
j der  of  giving  my  whole  attention  to  my  private 
I affairs,  or  rather  in  my  sense  of  the  duty  which  I 
I owe  to  my  family,  and  to  all  my  personal  relations 
in  society.  I could  not  retain  my  seat  in  the  se- 
nate if  I would;  and  I must  ask  leave  to  say  further, 
that  so  far  from  being  in  the  slightest  degree  in- 
fluenced to  resign  by  the  instructions  which  the 
general  assembly  gave  me  at  its  last  session,  and 
the  resolution  it  thought  proper  to  adopt,  that  I 
was  bound  to  obey  these  instructions  or  resign — so 
far,  too,  from  being  moved  by  any  apprehension  of 
the  censure  of  the  general  assembly,  or  even  of  any 
public  odium  I might  incur  by  retaining  my  office, 

I placed  my  whole  hope  of  the  lasting  approbation 
of  my  country  upon  my  resistance  to  the  principles 
and  doctrines  as  novel  in  my  opinion,  as  they  are 
erroneous  and  dangerous,  tending  to  an  entire  sub- 
version of  the  constitution  of  the  senate,  to  an  al- 
teration of  the  whole  frame  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment, and  to  the  destruction  of  all  the  balances 
wisely  provided  by  the  constitution,  as  well  in  re- 
spect to  the  relations  of  the  several  departments  of 
the  government  towards  each  other,  as  the  relations 
of  the  whole  towards  the  state  government. 

I request  you  to  communicate  this  letter  to  the 
general  assembly. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  all  respect, 

B.  W.  LEIGH. 

To  the  hon.  Wyndham  Robertson,  licut.  governor  of 
Virginia. 

Mr.  Watkins  moved  to  lay  the  communication  on 
the  table,  with  a view  to  its  reference  to  a select 
committee. 

Mr.  W.  remarked,  that  he  might  not  have  cor- 
rectly understood  Mr.  Leigh,  but  if  he  did,  he 
thought  the  letter  ought  to  undergo  the  scrutiny  of 
the  house,  making,  as  he  thought  it  did,  an  attack 
upon  the  vital  principles  of  this  government,  if  so  it 
might  be  necessary  to  review  those  principles,  and 
again  assert  them.  No  public  servant  should  be 
permitted  to  disregard  them,  without  a rebuke 
from  the  general  assembly.  Mr.  W’s  apprehen- 
sions as  to  the  assumptions  of  the  letter,  might  not 
be  just,  but,  if  they  were,  it  was  due  to  the  right 
of  instruction  to  shew  that  no  public  servant  could 
defy  it,  without  being  taught  that  he  would  be 
withered  and  must  cower  before  the  voice  of  the 
people. 


. Mr.  Moore  had  hoped  that  one  session  at  least, 
would  have  been  devoted  to  the  business  of  the  peo- 
ple, without  the  introduction  of  exciting  debates  on 
federal  relations.  He  hoped  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman would  not  be  adopted,  as  it  would  lead  to 
unnecessary  and  tedious  discussion,  in  which,  per- 
haps, many  members  might  feel  themselves  impel- 
led to  engage.  He,  for  one,  should  do  so,  and  sus- 
tain the  grounds  assumed  by  Mr.  Leigh. 

The  motion  being  modified,  so  as  to  take  the 
question  upon  a reference  of  the  letter  to  a select 
committee,  it  prevailed  by  a vote  of  68  to  48,  and 
the  following  committee  was  announced  by  the 
chair: 

Messrs.  Watkins,  Moore,  Garland,  Hooe,  Miller 
Hll,  Robinson,  Chapman,  Newman,  Woolfolk,> 
Bayly  of  A.  and  Crutchfield. 


THE  STATE  OF  THE  CURRENCY— LET- 
TER FROM  MR.  BIDDLE. 

From  the  National  Gazette  of  the  10 th  inst. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  11,  1836. 

My  dear  sir:  I proceed  to  the  second  subject 
of  our  conversation — the  present  state  of  the  cur- 
rency— which  I shall  treat  dispassionately,  as  an  ab- 
stract question  of  mere  finance. 

Our  pecuniary  condition  seems  to  be  a strange 
anomaly.  When  congress  adjourned,  it  left  the 
country  with  abundant  crops  and  high  prices  for 
them — with  every  branch  of  industry  flourishing — 
with  more  specie  than  we  ever  possessed  before — 
with  all  the  elements  of  universal  prosperity.  Not 
one  of  these  has  undergone  the  slightest  change,  yet 
after  a few  months  congress  will  reassemble  and  find 
the  whole  country  suffering  intense  pecuniary  dis- 
tress. The  occasion  of  this,  and  the  remedy  for  it, 
may  well  occupy  our  thoughts. 

In  my  judgment,  the  main  cause  of  it  is  the  mis- 
management of  the  revenue — mismanagement  in 
two  respects:  the  mode  of  executing  the  distribu- 
tion law,  and  the  order  requiring  specie  for  the  pub- 
lic lands. 

1st.  The  distribution  law. 

In  July  1836,  congress  declared  that  the  surplus 
in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of  January,  1837,  should 
be  divided  amoBg  the  states.  That  it  might  be  dene 
as  gently  as  possible,  the  payments  were  to  be  made, 
not  at  once  on  the  1st  of  January,  but  quarterly 
throughout  the  whole  year  1837;  and  as  the  aggre- 
gate sum  to  be  distributed  is  from  thirty-six  to  forty 
millions,  we  may  assume  the  first  payment  in  Ja- 
nuary to  be  about  nine  millions.  To  prepare  forthis, 
the  treasury  has  had  in  hand  forty  or  fifty  millions 
— it  would  receive  in  the  course  of  the  operation 
thirty  or  forty  millions  of  revenue  more — and  as 
there  was  probably  money  in  every  state,  and  pay- 
ments to  make  in  every  state,  the  operation  was  so 
simple  and  easy  that  it  ought  not  to  nave  occasioned 
the  slightest  pressure  either  on  public  or  private  in- 
terests; and  the  whole  might  have  been  accomplish- 
ed without  any  derangement  of  trade  and  without 
the  movement  of  a single  dollar  in  specie.  That 
this  not  only  could  be  done  but  has  actually  been 
done,  you  will  find  in  the  public  documents  of 
1829.  ' 

In  that  year  the  new  administration  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son,  anxiousto  appropriate  every  disposable  dollar  of 
the  revenue  to  the  reduction  of  the  public  debt, 
sought  and  obtained  the  aid  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  S. 
Notice  was  iccordingly  given  on  the  31st  of  March, 
1829,  that  on  the  1st  of  July,  the  debt  and  interest, 
amounting  to  $8,715,462  87  would  be  paid.  At 
the  period  of  the  notice,  the  whole  available  means 
of  the  treasury  were  only  six  millions,  scattered 
throughout  the  United  States,  and  these,  with  the 
accruing  revenue  in  the  interval,  were,  at  a notice 
of  ninety  days,  to  be  collected,  to  pay  nearly  nine 
millions.  So  closely  was  the  government  pressed, 
that  after  paying  these  sums,  the  actual  balance  in 
the  treasury  throughout  the  whole  United  States, 
was  reduced  to  $164,365  04,  The  bank  however 
undertook  the  arrangement,  with  what  success  may 
be  seen  in  the  following  part  of  the  message  of  Mr. 
Jackson  to  congress  in  December  1829.  “The  pay- 
ment on  account  of  the  public  debt,  made  on  the 
1st  of  July  last  was  $8,715,462  87.  It  was  appre- 
hended that  the  sudden  withdrawal  of  so  large  a sum 
from  the  banks  in  which  it  was  deposited,  at  a time 
of  unusual  pressure  in  the  money  market,  might  cause 
much  injury  to  the  interests  dependent  on  bank  accom- 
modations. But  this  evil  was  wholly  averted  by  an 
early  anticipation  of  it  at  the  treasury,  aided  by  the 
judicious  arrangement  of  the  officers  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States.”  The  respective  shares  of  the 
bank  and  the  treasury  may  be  conjectured  from  the 
secretary’s  letter  of  the  11th  July  1829,  in  which 
he  takes  occasion  to  express  “the  great  satisfaction 
of  the  treasury  department  in  the  preparation  for 
the  heavy  payment  of  the  public  debt  on  the  1st 
instant — which  has  been  effected  by  means  of  the  pru- 
dent arrangement  of  your  board,  at  a time  of  severe 


244 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— DEC.  17,  183&— LETTER  FROM  MR.  BIDDLE. 


depression  on  all  the  productive  employments  of  the 
country,  without  causing  any  sensible  addition  to  Vie 
pressure,  or  even  visible  effect  upon  the  ordinary  ope- 
rations of  the  state  banks.” 

If  then  nine  millions,  being  almost  the  last  dollar 
in  the  treasury,  could  be  thus  distributed — two  mil- 
lions of  it  to  foreigners — at  a time  of  unusual  pres- 
sure; how  happens  it  that  with  funds  equal  to  fifty 
millions,  and  with  six  months  notice,  nine  millions 
cannot  now  bs  distributed — exclusively  among  our 
own  people — at  a time  of  great  abundance,  without 
hazarding  a great  convulsion?  The  answer  is  to  be 
found  in  the  different  mode  of  conducting  the  ope- 
ration. This  may  be  seen  by  contrasting  what  the 
secretary  might  have  done,  with  what  he  has  done. 

The  distribution  law  assigned  to  him  two  duties, 
both  simple  and  both  easy — the  division  of  the  funds 
among  the  banks  and  the  division  among  the  states. 

As  to  the  first,  he  was  to  “select  as  soon  as  may  be 
practicable  and  employ  as  the  depositories  of  the 
money  of  the  United  States,  such  of  the  banks  as 
may  be  located  at,  adjacent,  or  convenient  to  the 
points  or  places  at  which  the  revenues  may  be  col- 
lected or  disbursed” — “provided  that  at  least  one 
such  bank  shall  be  located  in  each  state  or  territory” 

— “and  that  no  bank  shall  have  on  deposit  more 
than  three-fourths  of  its  capital.” 

Here  is  no  authority  whatever  to  distribute  the 
money  from  the  banks  of  one  state  to  the  banks  of 
another  state.  On  the  contrary,  by  the  twelfth  sec- 
tion, all  transfers  for  “any  other  purpose  whatever 
except  to  facilitate  the  public  disbursements  and  to 
comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  are  hereby 
prohibited  and  declared  to  be  illegal,”  and  “m  cases 
where  transfers  shall  be  required  for  purposes  of 
equalization  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  incon- 
sequence of  too  great  an  accumulation  of  deposites 
in  any  bank — such  transfers  shall  be  made  to  the 
nearest  deposite  banks  which  are  considered  safe  and 
secure;”  and  although  the  supplement  says  that 
nothing  shall  prevent  him  from  making  transfers 
from  state  to  state,  “ when  required  to  prevent  large 
and  inconvenient  accumulations  in  particular  places, 
or  in  order  to  produce  a due  equality  and  just  pro- 
portion according  to  the  provisions  of  that  act,”  the 
general  policy  of  the  law  to  keep  the  deposites  to- 
gether, unless  under  peculiar  emergencies,  remains 
unchanged. 

Under  this  law  his  duty  was  as  dear  as  possible. 
He  was  to  see  that  no  bankshould  have  a deposite 
of  more  than  three-fourths  of  its  capital.  The  reve- 
nue in  the  great  cities,  then,  should  be  divided 
among  the  banks  in  those  cities— there  being  in 
dach  of  them  solvent  banks  enough  to  receive  it. — 
There  was  no  necessity  for  sending  a dollar  of  it 
out  of  those  cities.  In  New  York  alone,  says  he, 
“the  operation  will  require  the  transfer  of  some- 
thing like  eight  millions  of  dollars  from  the  old  de- 
posite banks  to  new  ones,  either  in  the  state  or  out 
of  it,”  But  why  out  of  it  at  all?  Why  could  not 
the  revenue  already  received  in  New  York  and  fall- 
ing due  in  New  York,  be  divided  among  the  New 
York  banks,  to  support  the  trade  of  New  York? — 
Why  not  let  it  remain  active  there  up  to  the  last 
hour  when  it  was  payable  to  the  states?  But  the 
law  required  that  there  should  be  at  least  one  de- 
posite bank  in  each  state. — Be  it  so.  Then  male  a 
deposite  bank  in  each  state,  if  there  be  not  one 
already,  and  give  it  a deposite,  which,  while  it  satis- 
fies the  law,  will  not  carry  away  into  inactivity 
funds  that  might  be  useful  in  places  of  business. — 
There  was  then  no  necessity  to  send  a dollar  from 
New  York,  or  the  other  commercial  cities,  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  any  ont  bank  from 
having  more  than  three-fourths  of  its  capital.  That 
is  clear. 

Nor  was  it  more  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
tribution among  the  states.  The  law  says:  “That 
the  money  which  shall  be  in  the  treasury  of  the  U. 
States,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1837,  shall  be  depo- 
sited with  such  of  the  several  states  as  shall  bylaw 
authorise  their  treasurer  or  other  competent  autho- 
rities to  receive  the  same — and  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  shall  deliver  the  same  to  such  treasurer  or 
other  competent  authorities  on  receiving  certificates 
of  deposite  therefor.”  This  is  the  whole  law.  Now 
what  does  it  contemplate? 

The  money  must  be  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of 
January,  18.37,  because  up  to  that  time  it  is  not 
known  whether  the  states  will  take  it.  Technically 
and  legally,  the  treasury  is  at  Washington— practi- 
cally the  treasury  is  wherever  the  deposites  of  the 
public  moneys  are.  But  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury is  an  official  person  whose  only  official  resi- 
dence is  Washington.  Accordingly  a treasurer  of 
a state  goes  to  the  secretary  at  Washington— and 
presents" to  him  the  certificates  of  deposite.  The 
secretary  thereupon  “delivers”  to  the  treasurer  his 
state’s  quota.  But  how  does  he  deliver  it?  By  an 
actual  manual  counting  out  of  these  dollars? — No. 
By  a check  on  the  deposite  bank  at  Washington? — 


No.  But  he  delivers  to  the  state  treasurer  as  he 
does  to  any  other  person  receiving  money,  a draft 
for  the  amount  on  some  one  or  moite  of  the  deposi- 
tories which  compose  the  treasury  Is  not  such  a 
draft,  the  usual  and  proper  mode  of  making  public 
payments? — Undoubtedly.  And  then  we  come  to 
the  real  question.  Was  it  necessary  to  make  in  ad- 
vance any  transfer  of  funds  whatsoever  into  the  se- 
veral states  merely  because  they  had  the  option,  on 
certain  conditions,  of  receiving  them?  If  there  was 
no  such  necessity,  then  the  12th  section  of  the  law 
makes  these  transfers  illegal.  Now  there  is  clearly 
no  such  necessity.  The  money  was  lo  be  deposit- 
ed with  the  states  not  in  them.  It  was  necessarily 
paid  in  Washington  by  drafts  on  other  places,  if 
you  say  that  the  secretary  must  pay  it  into  the  state 
treasury,  it  is  not  enough  to  bring  it  into  the  state — 
he  must  take  it  to  the  seats  of  government.  Penn- 
sylvania must  have  her  share— not  in  Philadelphia, 
but  in  Harrisburgh.  Nevv  York  must  be  paid,  not 
in  the  city  of  New  York  but  in  Albany.  If  the 
place  be  not  fixed  by  law,  the  mutual  convenience 
of  the  parties  will  designate  it.  Now  there  is  no 
individual  and  no  state  in  the  union  that  would  not 
prefer  payments  in  New  York  or  the  north  Atlantic 
cities,  to  payments  any  where  else;  and  for  this  ob- 
vious reason — that  money  is  worth  more  there  than 
any  where  else.  If  the  state  of  Ohio,  for  instance, 
had  a draft  on  New  York,  it  could  sell  it  to  its  citi- 
zens, usefully  to  them  and  profitably  to  the  treasury. 

It  does  not  want  the  money  brought  into  Ohio.  Every 
mile  it  comes  on  the  road  lessens  its  value.  We 
may  safely  conclude  then  that  there  was  no  neces- 
sity for  sending  a dollar  of  public  money  from  New 
York  or  the  commercial  cities  for  the  purpose  either 
of  equalizing  funds  among  the  banks — or  distribut- 
ing them  through  the  states: 

The  true  theory  of  the  case,  therefore,  was  sim- 
ply to  let  the  excesses  of  revenue  in  the  several 
states  be  transferred,  in  the  course  of  trade,  to  the 
great  commercial  points,  and  then  to  pay  the  states 
by  drafts  on  those  points.  The  deposite  banks  at 
those  points,  knowing  what  they  had  to  pay,  would 
have  been  ready  to  pay — and  up  to  the’ hour  of 
payment  would  have  employed  the  funds  usefully, 
so  that  in  every  stage  of  that  progress,  business 
would  be  assisted — commercial  activity  stimulated 
— and  all  parties  be  gainers. 

Even  supposing  these  transfers  at  all  necessary' — 
the  funds  should  have  been  remitted  by  bills  to  the 
points  of  accumulation — blending  these  operations 
so  insensibly  with  the  business  of  the  country  as  to 
be  unfelt  except  in  their  benefits. 

But  what  has  the  secretary  done?  Instead  of  gra- 
dual preparations  to  provide  funds  at  the  distant 
points,  the  whole  science  of  the  treasury  seems  to 
have  consisted  in  drawing  warrants — in  taking  up 
the  columns  of  the  returns  and  directing  drafts  from 
the  banks,  throughout  the  United  States  without 
necessity — without  reference  to  the  wants  or  the 
business  of  the  different  sections  of  the  union, 
season  of  the  year  or  the  course  of  trade — and  thus 
making  the  whole  revenue  of  the  country  work 
against  the  whole  industry'  of  the  country. 

His  secret  is  thus  revealed  in  the  letter  to  Messrs. 
Griswold  5k.  Swan: 

“I  have  therefore,  in  cases  where  the  public  mo- 
ney had  accumulated  in  any  banks  in  anyone  state, 
and  new'  banks  could  be  seasonably  obtained  in 
other  states  where  only  a little  public  money  already 
existed,  made  but  one  transfer  to  accomplish  both 
objects,  and  by  a single  operation  have  reduced  the 
excess  in  certain  banks  in  certain  states,  and  placed 
it  in  the  states  where  it  icould.  be  needed  next  year, 
and  where  they  before  had  not  an  equal  portion  of 
the  public  money” 

We  thus  perceive — wdiat  on  less  authority  would 
be  incredible — the  extraordinary  manner  in  which 
the  public  revenue  has  been  scattered.  The  secre- 
tary sees  an  accumulation  of  public  revenue  in  any 
one  state.  He  sees  another  place  in  another  state 
“where  only  a little  public  money  already  existed” 
— whereupon  he  resolves,  without  the  least  authori- 
ty from  congress,  to  bestow  upon  that  place  “an 
equal  portion  of  the  public  money;”  and  as  he  will 
have,  twelve  month  hence,  to  pay  some  money  in 
that  state,  he  makes  “a  single  operation”  of  it — and 
accordingly  he  confesses  that  he  has  actually  trans- 
ferred public  moneys  into  states  which  cannot  re- 
ceive them  for  a year  afterwards — depriving  the 
veiy  community  which  raised  the  money  of  the  use 
of  it  during  the  whole  period. 

Such  a measure  was  of  itself  sufficient  to  disor- 
ganize the  currency.  But  it  was  accompanied  by 
another  which  armed  it  with  a tenfold  power  of 
mischief.  This  was  the  treasury  order  prohibiting 
the  receipt  at  the  land  offices  of  any  thing  but  spe- 
cie— an  act  which  seems  to  me  a most  wanton  abuse 
of  power,  if  not  a flagrant  usurpation. 

The  whole  pecuniary  system  of  this  country,  that 
to  which,  next  to  its  freedom,  it  owes  its  prosperity, 


is  the  system  of  credit.  Our  ancestors  came  here 
with  no  money — but  with  far  better  things — with 
courage  and  industry — and  the  want  of  capital  was 
supplied  by  their  mutual  confidence.  This  is  the 
basis  of  our  whole  commercial  and  internal  indus- 
try. The  government  received  its  duties  on  credit 
and  sold  its  lands  on  credit.  When  the  sales  of 
land  on  credit  became  inconvenient  from  the  com- 
plication of  accounts,  the  lands  were  sold  for  w hat 
is  termed  cash.  But  this  was  only  another  form  of 
credit,  for  the  banks,  by  lending  to  those  who  pur- 
chased lands,  took  the  place  of  the  government  as 
creditors — and  the  government  received  their  notes 
as  equivalent  to  specie,  because  always  convertible 
into  specie.  This  was  the  usage — this  may  be  re- 
garded as  the  law  of  the  country.  By  the  resolu- 
tion of  congress  passed  on  the  30th  of  April,  1816, 
it  was  declared  that  “no  duties,  taxes,  debts  or  sums 
of  money,  accruing  or  becoming  payable  to  the 
United  States  as  aforesaid,  ought  to  be  collected  or 
received  otherwise  than  in  the  legal  currency  of  the 
United  States,  or  treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  or  in  notes  of  banks 
which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  the  said 
legal  currency  of  the  United  States.” 

This  resolution  presents  various  alternatives — the 
legal  currency — or  treasury  notes — or  notes  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States — or  notes  of  specie  pay- 
ing banks.  A citizen  had  a right  to  cnoose  any 
one  of  these  modes  of  payment.  He  had  as  much 
right  to  pay  for  land  with  the  note  of  a specie  pay- 
ing bank  as  to  pay  it  for  duties  at  the  custom  house. 
If  this  be  denied,  certainly  any  one  of  them  might 
be  accepted  by  the  treasury' — but  to  proscribe  all 
but  one — to  refuse  every  thing  but  the  most  diffi- 
cult thing — to  do  this  without  notice  of  the  ap- 
proaching change  in  the  fundamental  system  of  our 
dealings — is  an  act  of  gratuitous  oppression. 

Under  the  operation  of  this  resolution,  the  banks 
had  gone  on,  fearing  nothing,  as  they  had  only'  to 
provide  for  the  usual  specie  calls  upon  them — and 
saw  the  country  full  of  specie,  with  no  foreign  de- 
mand to  drain  it  from  them — when,  on  a sudden, 
without  any  intimation  of  the  coming  shock,  an 
order  was  issued  by  the  secretary,  declaring  that 
their  notes  were  no  longer  receivable,  and  of  course 
inviting  all  who  held  the  notes  or  had  deposites  in 
these  banks,  to  convert  them  into  specie.  It  in 
fact  made  at  once  the  whole  amount  of  their  circu- 
lation and  private  deposites  a specie  demand  upon 
them.  The  first  consequence  was,  that  the  banks 
nearest  the  land  offices  ceased  making  loans.  The 
next  w'as,  that  they  strove  to  fortify  themselves  by 
accumulating  specie.  It  was  just  at  this  moment 
that  the  warrants  for  transfers  w ere  put  into  their 
hands.  The  combination  of  the  two  measures  pro- 
duced a double  result — first,  to  require  the  banks 
generally  to  increase  their  specie,  and  next,  to  give 
hem  the  means  of  doing  it,  by  drafts  on  the  depo- 
ste  banks.  The  commercial  community' were  thus 
taken  by  surprise.  The  interior  banks  making  no 
loms  and  converting  their  Atlantic  funds  into  specie, 
the  debtors  in  the  interior  could  make  no  remit- 
tames  to  the  merchants  in  the  Atlantic  cities,  who 
are  bus  thrown  for  support  on  the  banks  of  those 
cities  at  a moment  when  they'  are  unable  to  afford 
relief  on  account  of  the  very  abstraction  of  their 
specit  to  the  W'est.  The  creditor  states,  not  only 
receive  no  money,  but  their  money  is  carried  away 
to  the  debtor  states,  W'ho,  in  turn,  cannot  use  it, 
either  o pay  old  engagements  or  to  contract  new. 
By  this  innatural  process  the  specie  of  New  York 
and  theffher  commercial  cities  is  piled  up  in  the 
western  tates — not  circulated,  not  used,  but  held 
as  a defeice  against  the  treasury — and  while  tho 
west  canid  use  it — the  east  is  suffering  for  the 
want  ot  it.  The  result  is,  that  the  commercial  in- 
tercourse btw'een  the  west  and  the  Atlantic,  is 
almost  whoy  suspended,  and  the  few  operations 
which  are  hide,  are  burdened  with  the  most  ex- 
travagant expnse.  In  November,  18S6,  the  in- 
terest of  monlr  has  risen  to  twenty'-four  per  cent, — 
merchants  aretruggling  to  preserve  their  credit  by 
ruinous  sacrifiis — and  it  costs  five  or  six  times  as 
much  to  transit  funds  from  the  west  and  south 
west,  as  it  did  1 November,  1835,  or  ’3-1,  or  ’32. — 
Thus  while  the  ^changes  with  all  the  world  are  in 
our  favor — whillEnrope  is  alarmed,  and  the  bank 
of  England  itselkmeasy  at  the  quantity  of  specie 
we  possess — we  Ve  suffering  because,  from  mere 
mismanagement,  y whole  ballast  of  the  currency 
is  shifted  from  oninde  of  the  vessel  to  the  other. 

In  the  absence\f  good  reasons  for  these  mea- 
sures, and  as  a preW  for  them,  it  is  said  that  the 
country  has  overtratd— that  the  banks  have  over- 
issued, and  that  the  Wchasers  of  public  lands  have 
bqen  very  extravagU.  I am  not  struck  by  the 
truth  or  propriety  of  Vse  complaints.  The  phrase 
of  overtrading  is  verv0nvenient  but  not  very  in- 
telligible. .If  it  meantiny  thing,  it  means  that  our 
dealings  with  other  entries  have  brought  us  in 
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debt  to  those  countries.  In  that  case  the  exchange 
turns  against  our  country,  and  is  rectified  by  an 
exportation  of  specie  or  stocks  in  the  first  instance 
— and  then  by  reducing  the  imports  to  the  exports. 
Now  the  fact  is,  that  at  this  moment,  the  exchanges 
are  all  in  favor  of  this  country — that  is,  you  can 
buy  a bill  of  exchange  on  a foreign  country  cheaper 
than  you  can  send  specie  to  that  country.  Ac- 
cordingly much  specie  has  come  in — none  goes  out. 
This  too  at  a moment  when  the  exchange  for  the 
last  crop  is  exhausted,  and  that  of  the  new  crop  has 
not  yet  come  into  the  market — and  when  we  are  on 
the  point  of  sending  to  Europe  the  produce  ot  the 
country,  to  the  amount  of  eighty  or  one  hundred 
millions  of  dollars.  How  then  has  the  country  over- 
traded? Exchange  with  all  the  world  is  in  favor  of 
New  York.  How  then  can  New  York  be  an  over- 
trader? Her  merchants  have  sold  goods  to  the 
merchants  of  the  interior,  who  are  willing  to  pay, 
and  under  ordinary  circumstances  able  to  pay — but 
by  the  mere  fault  of  the  government,  as  obvious  as 
if  an  earthquake  had  swallowed  them  up,  their 
debtor  are  disabled  from  making  immediate  pay- 
ment. It  is  not  that  the  Atlantic  merchants  nave 
sold  too  many  goods,  but  that  the  government  pre- 
vents their  receiving  payment  for  any.  Moreover 
in  the  commercial  cities  money  can  be  had,  though 
at  extravagant  rates,  for  capitalists  add  to  the  or- 
dinary charges  lor  the  use  of  it  a high  insurance 
against  the  loss  of  it  It  is  not  then  so  much  that 
money  is  not  to  be  procured,  as  that  doubt  and 
alarm  increase  the  hazard  of  lending  it. 

Then  as  to  the  banks.  It  is  quite  probable  that 
many  of  the  banks  have  extended  their  issues — but 
whose  fault  is  it?  Who  called  these  banks  into 
existence?  The  executive.  Who  tempted  and  goad- 
ed them  to  these  issues?  Undoubtedly  the  executive. 
The  country  five  years  ago,  was  in  possession  of  the 
most  beautiful  machinery  of  currency  and  exchanges 
the  world  ever  saw.  It  consisted  of  a number  of 
state  banks  protected,  and,  at  the  same  time,  re- 
strained by  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  through  their  re- 
presentatives rechartered  that  institution.  But  the 
executive,  discontented  with  its  independence,  re- 
jected the  act  of  congress — and  the  favorite  topic 
of  declamation  was,  that  the  states  would  make 
banks,  and  that  these  banks  couid  create  a better 
system  of  currency  and  exchanges.  The  states  ac- 
cordingly made  banks — and  then  followed  idle  pa- 
rades about  the  loans  of  these  banks,  and  their  enlarg- 
ed dealings  in  exchange.  And  what  is  the  conse- 
quence? The  bank  of  the  United  States  has  not 
ceased  to  exist  more  than  seven  months,  and  al- 
ready the  whole  currency  and  exchanges  are  run- 
ning into  inextricable  confusion,  and  the  industry 
of  the  country  is  burdened  with  extravagant  charges 
on  all  the  commercial  intercourse  oi  the  union. 
And  now,  when  these  banks  have  been  created  by 
the  executive,  and  urged  into  these  excesses,  in- 
stead of  gentle  and  gradual  remedies,  a fierce  cn- 
sade  is  raised  against  them — the  funds  are  harshly 
and  suddenly  taken  from  them,  and  they  are  foreed 
to  extraordinary  means  of  defence  against  the  very 
power  which  brought  them  into  being.  They  re- 
ceived, and  were  expected  to  receive,  in  payment 
for  the  government,  the  notes  of  each  other,  and 
the  notes  of  other  banks,  and  the  facility  with  vhich 
they  did  so,  was  a ground  of  special  commeidation 
by  the  government.  And  now  that  government  has 
let  loose  upon  them  a demand  for  speck,  to  the 
whole  amount  of  these  notes.  I go  furtlie'.  There 
is  an  outcry  abroad,  raised  by  faction  am  echoed 
by  lolly,  against  the  banks  in  the  Unitd  States. 
Until  it  was  disturbed  by  the  government  the  bank- 
ing system  of  the  United  States  was  at  last  as  good 
as  that  of  any  other  commercial  country  What  was 
desired  for  its  perfection,  was  preciselywhat  I have 
so  long  striven  to  accomplish — to  widn  the  metal- 
lic bases  of  the  currency,  by  a greatr  infusion  of 
coin  into  the  smaller  channels  of  circ'lation.  This 
was  in  a gradual  and  judicious  train  f accomplish- 
ment. But  this  miserable  foolery  about  an  ex- 
clusively metallic  currency  is  quite  is  absurd  as  to 
discard  the  steamboats,  and  go  bacc  to  poling  up 
the  Mississippi.  Banks  may  ofteierr  from  want 
of  skill,  and  occasionally  be  injuries  as  steam  is — 
but  it  is  not  the  less  true,  that  bank  of  this  country 
have  been  the  great  instrumentsof  its  improve- 
ment, and  that  during  all  the  concisions  of  the  last 
fifteen  years,  for  every  America!  bank  which  has 
failed  at  least  ten  English  banks  lave  failed. 

So  with  regard  to  the  lands.  For  the  last  few 
years,  the  amount  of  the  sales  t the  public  lands 
has  been  a constant  theme  of  ongratulation  with 
the  executive.  In  the  very  lat  message,  on  the 
12th  of  December,  1835,  he  repats  the  same  strain. 
“Among  the  evidences  of  the  ivreasing  prosperity  of 
the  country,  not  the  least  gratifing  is  that  afforded  by 
the  receipts  of  the  public  land,  which  amount  in  the 
present  year  to  eleven  millionrnf  dollars.  This  cir- 


cumstance attests  the  rapidity  with  which  agriculture, 
the  first  and  most  important  occupation  of  man,  ad- 
vances and  contributes  to  the  wealth  and  power  of  our 
extended  territory.”  In  the  same  message  he  de- 
clared that  “the  circulating  medium  has  been  great- 
ly improved.  By  the  use  of  the  state  banks  it  is 
ascertained  that  all  the  wants  of  the  community  in  re- 
lation to  exchange  and  currency  ure  supplied  as  well 
as  they  have  ever  been  before.”  Scarcely  seven 
months  elapse  when  these  pastoral  and  financial  vi- 
sions dissolve  in  air.  Agriculture  ceases  to  be 
“the  first  and  most  important  occupation  of  man” 
— the  state  banks  cease  to  be  the  models  of  ex- 
change and  currency — but  forth  issues  the  secreta- 
ry with  a declaration,  that  to  protect  the  treasury 
“from  frauds,  speculation  and  monopolies  in  the 
purchase  of  public  lands” — from  “excessive  bank 
credits” — from  “ruinous  extension  of  bank  issues” 
— nothing  shall  be  received  for  land  but  gold  and 
silver. 

Now  what  an  exhibition  is  this? 

The  public  lands  are  exposed  to  public  auction, 
the  prices  reduced  in  order  to  encourage  sales,  and 
the  president  stands  by,  exulting  at  the  amount, 
when  suddenly  he  declares  that  he  will  permit  no 
speculations,  and  that  he  will  raise  the  price  of  the 
lands  by  raising  the  price  of  what  alone  he  will  re- 
ceive for  them.  Now,  supposing  it  true  that  men 
have  bought  much  land.  What  right  has  the  presi- 
dent to  dictate  to  the  citizens  of  this  country, 
whether  they  buy  too  much  land  or  too  much 
broadcloth?  They  might  be  permitted  to  know 
and  to  manage  their  own  concerns  quite  as  well  as 
he  does,  leaving  the  evil,  if  it  be  one,  to  correct 
itself,  by  its  own  excess.  If  he  prohibits  the  re- 
ceipt of  any  thing  but  specie  to  correct  land  spe- 
culations, he  may  make  the  same  prohibition  as 
to  the  duties  on  hardware  or  broadcloth  or  wines, 
whenever  his  paternal  wisdom  shall  see  us  buying 
too  many  shovels,  or  too  many  coats,  or  too  much 
Champaigne — and  thus  bring  the  entire  industry  of 
the  country  under  his  control. 

These  troubles  may  not,  however,  be  wholly  use- 
less, if  vve  extract  from  them  two  great  lessons. — 
The  first  is,  that  we  can  have  no  permanent  finan- 
cial prosperity  while  the  public  revenue  is  separat- 
ed from  the  business  of  the  country  and  committed 
to  rash  and  ignorant  politicians  with  no  guides  but 
their  own  passions  and  interests.  I have  little  doubt 
that  the  specie  order  is  the  revenge  of  the  president 
upon  congress  for  passing  the  distribution  law.  I 
have  less  doubt  that  this  dispersion  of  the  revenue 
among  a multitude  of  banks  was  to  advance  the  ob- 
scure aspirings  of  some  treasury  Caesar. 

The  other  lesson  is — one  a thousand  times  repeat- 
ed and  a thousand  times  forgotten — to  distrust  all 
demagogues  of  all  parties  who  profess  exclusive 
love  for  what  they  call  the  people.  For  the  last  six 
years  the  country  has  been  nearly  convulsed  by  ef- 
forts to  break  the  mutual  dependance  of  all  classes 
of  citizens — to  make  the  laborer  regard  his  employ- 
er a3  his  enemy,  and  to  array  the  poor  against  the 
rich.  These  trashy  declaimers  have  ended  by  bring- 
ing the  countiy  into  a condition  where  its  whole 
industry  is  subject  far  more  than  it  ever  was  before, 
to  the  control  of  the  large  capitalists — and  where 
every  step  tends  inevitably  to  make  the  rich  richer, 
and  the  poor  poorer. 

It  remains  to  speak  of  the  remedy  of  these  evils. 
They  follow  obviously  the  causes  of  them.  The 
causes  are  the  injudicious  transfers  of  the  public 
moneys,  and  the  treasury  order  about  specie. 

The  first  measure  of  relief  therefore  should  be, 
the  instant  repeal  of  the  treasury  order  requiring 
specie  for  lands — the  second,  the  adoption  of  a pro- 
per system  to  execute  the  distribution  law’. 

These  measures  would  restore  confidence  in  twen- 
ty-four hours,  and  repose  at  least  in  as  many  days. 
If  the  treasury  will  not  adopt  them  voluntarily,  con- 
gress should  immediately  command  it. 

In  the  mean  time,  all  forbearance  and  calmness 
should  be  maintained.  There  is  great  reason  for 
anxiety— none  whatever  for  alarm — and  with  mu- 
tual confidence  and  courage,  the  country  may  yet 
be  able  to  defend  itself  against  the  government.  In 
that  struggle,  my  own  poor  efforts  shall  not  be 
wanting.  I go  for  the  country,  whoever  rules  it — 
I go  for  the  country,  best  loved  when  worst  govern- 
ed— and  it  will  afford  me  far  more  gratification  to 
assist  in  repairing  its  wrongs,  than  to  triumph  over 
those  who  inflict  them.  With  great  respect  and 
regard,  yours,  N.  BIDDLE. 

Hon.  John  Q.  Adams,  Washington,  D.  C. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT, 
Communicating  the  correspondence  on  the  subject  of 

the  publication  of  the  works  of  the  late  James 

Madison. 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives: 

I transmit  herewith  to  congress  copies  of  my 
correspondence  with  Mrs.  Madison,  produced  by 


the  resolution  adopted  at  the  last  session  of  the  se- 
nate and  house  of  representatives,  on  the  decease 
of  her  venerated  husband.  The  occasion  seems  to 
be  appropriate  to  present  a letter  from  her  on  the 
subject  of  the  publication  of  a work  of  great  political 
interest  and  ability,  carefully  prepared  by  Mr.  Ma- 
dison’s own  hand,  under  circumstances  that  give  it 
claims  to  be  considered  as  little  less  than  official. 

Congress  has  already,  at  considerable  expense, 
published,  in  a variety  of  forms,  the  naked  journals 
of  the  revolutionary  congress,  and  of  the  conven- 
tion that  formed  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States.  I am  persuaded  that  the  work  of  Mr.  Ma- 
dison, considering  the  author,  the  subject  matter  of 
it,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  pre- 
pared, long  withheld  from  the  public  as  it  has  been 
by  those  motives  of  personal  kindness  and  delicacy 
that  gave  tone  to  his  intercourse  with  his  fellow- 
men,  until  he  and  all  who  had  been  participators 
with  him  in  the  scenes  he  describes  have  passed 
away,  well  deserves  to  become  the  property  of  the 
nation,  and  cannot  fail,  if  published  and  disseminat- 
ed at  the  public  charge,  to  confer  the  most  impor- 
tant of  all  benefits  on  the  present  and  every  suc- 
ceeding generation — accurate  knowledge  of  the 
principles  of  their  government,  and  the  circum- 
stances under  which  they  were  recommended,  and 
embodied  in  the  constitution  for  adoption. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

December  6,  1836. 

Department  of  slate,  July  9,  1836. 

The  secretary  of  state  has  the  honor  to  report  to 
the  president  that  there  is  no  resolution  of  congress 
on  the  death  of  Mr.  Madison,  on  file  in  the  depart- 
ment of  state.  By  application  at  the  offices  of  the 
secretary  of  the  senate  and  the  clerk  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  the  enclosed  certified  copy  of  a 
set  of  resolutions  has  been  procured.  These  reso- 
lutions being  joint,  should  have  been  enrolled,  sign- 
ed by  the  presiding  officers  of  the  two  houses,  and 
submitted  for  the  executive  approbation.  By  re- 
ferring to  the  proceedings  on  tne  death  of  general 
Washington,  such  a course  appears  to  have  been 
thought  requisite;  but  in  this  case  it  has  been 
deemed  unnecessary,  or  has  been  omitted  acciden- 
tally. The  value  of  the  public  expression  of  sym- 
pathy would  be  sd  much  diminished  by  postpone- 
ment to  the  next  session,  that  the  secretary  has 
thought  it  best  to  present  the  papers,  incomplete  as 
they  are,  as  the  basis  of  such  a letter  as  the  presi- 
dent may  think  proper  to  direct  to  Mrs.  Madison 
JOHN  FORSYTH,  sec.  of  stated 

Washington,  July  9,  1836. 

Madam:  It  appearing  to  have  been  the  intention 
of  congress  to  make  me  the  organ  of  assuring  you 
of  the  profound  respect  entertained  by  both  its 
branches  for  your  person  and  character,  and  of  their 
sincere  condolence  in  the  late  afflicting  dispensation 
of  Providence,  which  has  at  once  deprived  you  of  a 
beloved  companion,  and  your  country  of  one  of  it3 
most  valued  citizens,  I perform  that  duty  by  trans- 
mitting the  documents  herewith  enclosed. 

No  expression  of  my  own  sensibility  at  the  loss 
sustained  by  yourself  and  the  nation  could  add  to 
the  consolation  to  be  derived  from  these  high  evi- 
dences of  the  public  sympathy.  Be  assured,  ma- 
dam, that  there  is  not  one  of  your  countrymen  who 
feels  more  poignantly  the  stroke  which  has  fallen 
upon  you,  or  who  will  cherish  with  a more  endear- 
ing constancy  the  memory  of  the  virtues,  the  servi- 
ces, and  the  purity  of  the  illustrious  man  whose 
glorious  and  patriotic  life  has  been  just  terminated 
by  a tranquil  death. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  madam,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant.  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Mrs.  Dolly  P.  Madison,  Montpelier,  Virginia. 

Montpelier,  August  20,  1836. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  States: 

I received,  sir,  in  due  time,  your  letter  conveying 
to  me  the  resolutions  congress  were  pleased  to  adopt 
on  the  occasion  of  the  death  of  my  beloved  husband 
— a communication  made  the  more  grateful  by  the 
kind  expression  of  your  sympathy  which  it  con- 
tained. 

ThS  high  and  just  estimation  of  my  husband  by 
my  countrymen  and  friends,  and  their  generous  par- 
ticipation in  the  sorrow  occasioned  by  our  irretriev- 
able loss,  (expressed  through  their  supreme  autho- 
rities and  otherwise),  are  the  only  solace  of  which 
my  heart  is  susceptible  on  the  departure  of  him  who 
had  never  lo3t  sight  of  that  consistency,  symmetry 
and  beauty  of  character  in  all  its  parts,  which  se- 
cured to  him  the  love  and  admiration  of  his  coun- 
try, and  which  must  ever  be  the  subject  of  peculiar 
and  tender  reverence  to  one  whose  happiness  wa3 
derived  from  their  daily  and  constant  exercise. 

The  best  return  I can  make  for  the  sympathy  of 
my  country  is  to  fulfil  the  sacred  trust  his  confi- 
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dence  reposed  in  me — that  of  placing  before  it  and 
the  world  what  his  pen  prepared  for  their  use — a 
legacy,  the  importance  of  which  is  deeply  impress- 
ed on  my  mind.  With  great  respect, 

D.  P.  MADISON. 

Montpelier,  November  15,  1836. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  States: 

Sib:  The  will  of  my  late  husband,  James  Madi- 
son, contains  the  following  provision: 

“Considering  the  peculiarity  and  magnitude  of 
the  occasion  which  produced  the  convention  at  Phi- 
ladelphia,, in  1787,  the  characters  who  composed  it, 
the  constitution  which  resulted  from  their  delibera- 
tions, its  effects  during  a trial  of  so  many  years  on 
the  prosperity  of  the  people  living  under  it,  and  the 
interest  it  has  inspired  among  the  friends  of  free  go- 
vernment, it  is  not  an  unreasonable  inference  that 
a careful  and  extended  report  of  the  proceedings 
and  discussions  of  that  body,  which  were  with  clos- 
ed doors,  by  a member  who  was  constant  in  his  at- 
tendance, will  be  particularly  gratifying  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  and  to  all  who  take  an  in- 
terest in  the  progress  of  political  science  and  the 
cause  of  true  liberty.” 

This  provision  bears  evidence  of  the  value  he  set 
on  his  report  of  the  debates  in  the  convention;  and  he 
has  charged  legacies  on  them  alone,  to  the  amount 
of  $12,000,  for  the  benefit  of  literary  institutions 
and  for  benevolent  purposes,  leaving  the  residuary 
net  proceeds  for  the  use  of  his  widow. 

In  a paper  written  by  him,  and  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  annex  as  a preface  to  the  debates,  he  traces 
the  formation  of  confederacies  and  of  the  articles  of 
confederation,  its  defects  which  caused  and  the 
steps  which  led  to  the  convention,  his  reasons  for 
taking  the  debates,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  ex- 
ecuted the  task,  and  his  opinion  of  the  framers  of 
the  constitution.  From  this  I extract  his  descrip- 
tion of  the  manner  in  which  they  were  taken,  as  it 
guaranties  their  fulness  and  accuracy: 

“In  pursuance  of  the  task  I had  assumed,  I chose 
a seat  in  front  of  the  presiding  member,  with  the 
other  members  on  my  right  and  left  hands.  In  this 
favorable  position  for  hearing  all  that  passed,  I not- 
ed down  in  terms  ligible,  and  in  abbreviations  and 
marks  intelligible  to  myself,  what  was  read  from 
the  chair  or  spoken  by  the  members;  and  losing  not 
a moment  unnecessarily  between  the  adjournment 
and  reassembling  of  the  convention,  I was  enabled 
to  write  out  my  daily  notes  during  the  session,  or 
within  a few  finishing  days  after  its  close,  in  the 
extent  and  form  preserved  in  my  own  hand,  on  my 
files. 

“In  the  labor  and  correctness  of  this  I was  not  a 
little  aided  by  practice,  and  by  familiarity  with  the 
style  and  the  train  of  observation  and  reasoning 
which  characterized  the  principal  speakers.  It 
happened,  also,  that  I was  not  absent  a single  day, 
nor  more  than  the  casual  fraction  of  an  hour  in  any 
day,  so  that  I could  not  have  lost  a single  speech, 
unless  a very  short  one.” 

However  prevailing  the  restraint  which  veiled, 
during  the  life  of  Mr.  Madison,  this  record  of  the 
creation  of  our  constitution,  the  grive  which  has 
closed  over  all  those  who  participated  in  its  forma- 
tion has  separated  their  acts  from  al  lit  hat  is  personal 
to  him  or  to  them.  His  anxiety  for  their  early 
publicity  after  this  was  removed,  niay  be  inferred 
from  his  having  them  transcribed  and  revised  by 
himself;  and,  it  may  be  added,  the  known  wishes 
of  his  illustrious  friend,  Thomas  Jefferson,  and 
other  distinguished  patriots,  the  important  light 
they  would  have  shed  for  present  as  well  as  future 
usefulness,  besides  my  desire  to  fulfil  the  pecuniary 
obligations  imposed  by  his  will,  urjjed  their  ap- 
pearance, without  awaiting  the  preparation  of  his 
other  works;  and  early  measures  were  accordingly 
adopted  by  me  to  ascertain  from  publishers  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  union  the  terms  on  which  their 
publication  could  be  effected. 

It  was  also  intended  to  publish  with  these  de- 
bates those  taken  by  him  in  the  congress  of  the 
confederation  in  1782,  ’3  and  ’7,  of  which  he  was- 
then  a member,  and  selections  made  by  himself, 
and  prepared  under  his  eye,  from  his  letters  narrat- 
ing the  proceedings  of  that  body  during  the  periods 
■of  his  service  in  it,  prefixing  the  debates  in  1776 
on  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  by  Thomas 
Jefferson,  so  as  to  embody  all  the  memorials  in  that 
shape  known  to  exist.  This  expose  of  the  situa- 
tion of  the  country  under  the  confederation,  and 
the  defects  of  the  old  system  of  government  evi- 
denced in  the  proceedings  under  it,  seem  to  convey 
such  preceding  Information  as  should  accompany 
the  debates  on  the  formation  of  the  constitution  by 
which  it  was  superseded. 

The  proposals  which  have  been  received,  so  far 
from  corresponding  with  the  expectations  of  Mr. 
Madison  when  he  charged  the  first  of  these  works 


with  those  legacies,  have  evidenced  that  their  pub- 
lication could  not  be  engaged  in  by  me  without 
advances  of  funds,  and  involving  of  risks  which  I 
am  not  in  a situation  to  make  or  incur. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I have  been  induced 
to  submit  for  your  consideration  whether  the  publi- 
cation of  these  debates  be  a matter  of  sufficient  in- 
terest to  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  deserve 
to  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  congress.  And 
should  such  be  the  estimation  of  the  utility  of  these 
works  by  the  representatives  of  the  nation,  as  to 
induce  them  to  relieve  me  individually  from  the 
obstacles  which  impede  it,  their  general  circulation 
will  be  insured,  and  the  people  be  remunerated  by 
its  more  economical  distribution  among  them. 

With  high  respect  and  consideration, 

D.  P.  MADISON. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE 
TREASURY, 

OX  THE  STATE  OF  THE  FINANCES. 

Treasury  department,  Bee.  Cith,  1836. 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  “act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  to  establish  the  treasury  depart- 
ment,” the  secretary  of  the  treasury  respectfully 
submits  to  congress  the  following  report: 

1.  Of  the  public  revenue  and  expenditures. 

It  is  believed  that  the  whole  amount  of  money  in 
the  treasury  on  the  1st  of  January  next,  applicable 
to  public  purposes,  will  be  about  $41,723,95 9. 

This  conclusion  rests  in  part  on  what  has  been 
actually  ascertained,  and  in  part  on  estimates. 

Thus  the  balance  in  the  treasury,  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1835,  was  $8,892,856  42 

The  receipts  from  all  sources,  dur- 
ing that  year,  were  $35,430,087  10 

Viz: 

From  customs  $19,391,310  59 
“ lands  14,757,600  76 

Dividends  and  sales 
of  bank  stock  56.9,280  82 

Incidental  items  195,561  98 

Neapolitan  indemnity  516,332  96 

Those,  with  the  above  balance,  make 
an  aggregate  of  $44,322,945  52 

The  expenditures  on  all  objects  dur- 
ing the  year  1835,  were  17,573,141  56 

On  civil  list,  foreign  intercourse,  and 
miscellaneous  objects  3,721,261  60 
Neapolitan  awards  508,436  93 

Military  service,  includ- 
ing fortifications,  &c.  9,420,312  69 
Naval  service,  including 

gradual  improvement  3,864,939  06 
Public  debt  58,191  28 

For  the  details  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
in  the  year  1835,  reference  is  made  to  the  annual 
account  thereof,  which  is  this  day  submitted  to  con- 
gress in  a separate  communication. 

The  balance  left  in  the  treasury  on  the  first  of 
January,  1836,  was,  therefore,  $26,749,803  96. 

The  receipts  into  the  treasury  during  1836,  as  as- 
certained and  estimated,  will  be  about  $47,691,898. 
Of  these,  the  receipts  during  the  first  three  quar- 
ters, are  ascertained  to  have  been  $38,141,898  04 
Viz: 

From  customs  $17,523,151  79 

“ lands  20,048,929  88 

Dividends  and  sales  of 
United  States  bank 
stock  292,676  67 

Incidental  items,  in- 
cluding excess  of  re- 
payments on  account 
of  public  debt,  as 
hereafter  stated  247,139  70 

This  does  not  embrace  the  receipts  in  trust  on  ac- 
count of  the  Chickasaw  Indians. 

Of  those  receipts,  and  their  investment,  beside  the 
expenditures  from  them,  a report  will  forthwith  be 
laid  before  congress,  in  conformity  to  treaties,  and 
the  acts  of  congress  carrying  those  treaties  into  ef- 
fect. 

Neither  does  it  embrace  the  receipts  on  account 
of  the  post  office  and  patent  office,  of  which,  as  well 
as  the  expenditures  on  the  same  accounts,  separate 
statements  are  kept,  in  conformity  to  the  late  laws, 
and  will  be  rendered  by  the  proper  officers. 

Nor  does  it  include  what  has  been  received  in 
trust  the  present  year  for  the  claimants  under  the 
French,  Neapolitan  and  Spanish  treaties. 

A separate  account  will  be  exhibited  in  this  re- 
port of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  from  those 
sources,  in  order  to  avoid  complexity  and  ambigui- 
ty in  the  statement  of  the  general  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures in  behalf  of  the  government  alone. 

The  receipts  during  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  it  is  computed  will  be  about  $9,550,000. 

These,  with  the  balance  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1836,  from  an  aggregate  of  $74,441,702. 


The  expenditures  during  the  year  1S36,  are  ascer- 
tained and  estimated  to  be  $31,435,032. 

Of  these,  the  amount  during  the  first  three  quar- 
ters is  ascertained  to  have  been  $20,791,372  16. 

Viz:  on  civil  list,  foreign  intercourse,  and  miscel- 
laneous, $3,850,101  55. 

Military  service,  including  fortifications,  See. 
$13,010,061  59. 

Naval  service,  Stc.  $3,931,209  02. 

Public  debt,  less  than  the  repayments  by  the  com- 
missioners of  the  sinking  fund,  as  hereafter  ex- 
plained. 

For  the  details  of  all  these,  and  the  incidental  re- 
ceipts, during  those  three  quarters,  reference  is  made 
to  the  exhibit  annexed  (A  1 and  2). 

The  expenditures  for  the  fourth  quarter,  as  com- 
puted by  the  proper  departments,  will  be  10,643,660 
dollars;  but  which,  it  is  thought  by  me,  will  proba- 
bly fall  short  of  that  amount. 

This  will  leave  on  hand,  on  the  first  of  January, 
1S37,  an  estimated  balance  of  $43,005,669.  From 
this,  if  the  diminished  sum  of  $1,080,000  for  una- 
vailable funds  be  deducted,  the  available  balance  of 
money,  on  the  first  of  January,  1837,  would  be  the 
sum  of  $41,925,669. 

But  beside  the  charges  already  imposed  on  this 
balance  by  appropriations  for  public  purposes  still 
unpaid,  and  which  will  soon  be  adverted  to,  there  is 
in  fact  included  in  it  about  $201,710,  which  was 
paid  into  the  treasury,  chiefly  in  former  years,  from 
private  sources  alone,  and  for  private  or  specific 
purposes,  and  which  neither  accrued  from  the  usual 
sources  of  public  revenue,  nor  ever  belonged  to  the 
general  government,  except  to  fulfil  the  particular 
trusts  under  which  it  was  received  in  behalf  of 
others. 

A schedule  of  those  items  and  sums  on  the  first  of 
December,  1836,  is  annexed  (B).  Deduct  their 
amount  from  the  available  balance  of  $41,925,669, 
and  only  about  $41,723,959  would  remain  on  the 
first  of  January  next,  applicable  to  the  general  pur- 
poses of  the  government. 

To  this  deduction  would  be  subjoined  another,  had 
not  the  receipts  and  expenditures  connected  with 
certain  subjects  during  the  present  year,  or  portions 
of  it,  been  kept  distinct  for  reasons  before  indicated. 

Thus  the  receipts  on  account  of  the  post  office, 
which,  under  the  new  organization,  are  paid  into 
the  treasury  and  kept  distinct,  have,  since  it  took  ef- 
fect, being  the  last  half  of  the  year,  been  ascertain- 
ed and  computed  to  be  about  $1,076, S72  including 
near  $410,472,  that  had  been  collected  previously; 
and  the  expenditures  have  been  about  $562,952, 
leaving  a balance  on  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  of 
about  $513,920,  as  will  be  more  particularly  exhi- 
bited by  the  head  of  that  department. 

The  receipts  on  account  of  the  patent  office, 
since  its  new  organization,  for  the  present  year, 
have  also  been  ascertained  and  computed  to  be 
about  $16,828;  the  expenditures  chargeable  to  them 
about  $7,241,  and  the  balance  about  $9,587,  as  will 
be  more  particularly  shown  by  the  report  of  the 
proper  officer. 

Sides  these,  the  receipts  into  the  treasury  in 
from  the  treaties  of  indemnity  with  France, 
s and  Spain,  have  been  about  $3,765,994,  and 
the  payments  to  the  claimants  about  $3,663,988, 
leaving  a balance  of  about  $102,026,  still  uncalled 
for  or  inadjusted. 

The^articulars  of  these  will  more  fully  appear  in 
the  genual  annual  exhibit  of  all  the  receipts  and 
expendihres. 

Lastly, the  receipts  into  the  treasury  on  account 
of  the  Chi-kasaw  Indians,  have  been  about  $639,252, 
the  expenditures,  by  investment  and  otherwise  about 
$577,675;  ind  the  balance  on  hand  is  about  $91,574. 
The  detailed  account  of  these,  and  the  other  trans- 
actions in  heir  behalf,  will  be,  as  remarked  in  a 
former  portion  of  this  report,  immediately  present- 
ed in  a sepaha  communication  to  congress. 

The  charge  already  imposed  on  the  general  ba- 
lance of  $41, M, 959,  by  means  of  current  and  per- 
manent appropriations — which  it  is  expected  will 
not  be  expendd  till  after  the  first  of  January  next, 
amount  to  $14f)36,062. 

Of  this  sum  ids  computed  that  $3,013,3S9  can  be 
applied  in  aid  athc  appropriations,  for  the  ensuing 
year  without  reapropriation;  and  that  $195,183  will 
be  carried  to  thquirplus  fund,  leaving  $11,427,490, 
which  will  probhly  be  required  to  accomplish  the 
objects  contemplted  in  the  acts  of  congress. 

Deduct  this  retaining  charge  of  $14,440,879  from 
the  balance  estiinVed  to  be  on  hand  on  the  first  of 
January,  1837,  am  the  sum  of  $27, 2S3, 080  would 
be  left  to  be  approbated  by  congress  towards  new 
or  former  objects. 

2.  Of  the  expenditures  for  the  public  debt  and  its  pre- 
set condition. 

Before  the  passag  of  the  act  of  congress  at  the 
last  session  on  the  ibject  of  the  public  debt,  the 
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money,  which  had  previously  been  deposited  by  the 
commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund,  in  the  U.  States 
bank,  for  the  payment  of  the  residue  of  it,  was,  un- 
der their  direction,  repaid  into  the  treasury,  amount- 
ing to  the  sum  of  $136,773  01. 

Since  that  event,  and  the  suspension  of  the  duties 
of  the  commissioners,  this  department,  by  virtue  of 
the  above  act,  has  caused  all  those  portions  of  the 
public  debt  outstanding  and  presented  for  payment, 
to  be  promptly  discharged. 

The  payments  made  since  the  first  of  January 
Jast,  have  been  as  follows,  viz: 

On  the  funded  debt,  towards  principal  $46,405  72 
Towards  interest  3,139  09 


Making  im  all  the  sum  of  $49,544  81 

There  still  remains  of  the  funded  debt,  unclaimed 
and  undischarged  principal  about  $90,367 

And  interest  with  dividends,  about  $250,416 

A small  unfunded  debt  of  $37,440  55,  also,  re- 
mains, which  may  hereafter  be  claimed,  and  on 
which  has  been  paid  during  the  past  year,  in- 
cluding $16  07  for  interest  on  treasury  notes,  the 
sum  of  $88  57 

It  consists  of  claims  registered  prior  to  1798,  for 

services  and  supplies  during  the  revolutionary 
war,  equal  to  $27,385  46 

Treasury  notes  issued  during  the  war  of 

1812  5,735 

And  Mississippi  stock  4,320  09 

3.  Of  the  estimates  of  the  public  revenue  and  expen- 
ditures of  the  year  1837. 

The  receipts  into  the  treasury,  from  all  sources, 
during  1837,  are  estimated  at  $24,000,000 

Viz: 

From  customs  $16,500,000 

From  lands  5,000,000 

From  bank  stock  2,000,000 

Miscellaneous,  including  in- 
terest from  deposite  banks  500,000 
To  these  add  the  balance  of  available 
fund3  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1837,  estimated,  as  comput- 
ed for  public  purposes,  at  41,723,959 

And  they  make  an  aggregate  of  65,723,959 

The  expenditures  for  all  objects,  ordinary  and  ex- 
traordinary, in  1837,  including  the  contingent  of  only 
$1,000,000  for  usual  excesses  in  appropriations  be- 
yond the  estimates,  are  computed  at  $26,755,831, 
provided  the  unexpended  appropriations  at  the  end 
of  this  and  the  next  year  remain  about  equal. 

Thus  the  new  and  permanent  appropriations 
chargeable  to  1837  for  specified  purposes,  whether 
ordinary  or  extraordinary,  and  including  what  can 
be  used  without  reappropriation,  are  computed  at 

$23,755,831 

Of  these,  the  permanent  ap- 
propriations already  made, 
are  estimated  at  $2,347,000 

The  existing  appropriations 
which  will  not  be  required 
for  the  service  of  1836,  and 
which  it  is  proposed  to  ap- 
ply in  aid  of  1837,  amount 
to  3,013,389 

The  new  appropriations  that 
will  be  needed  for  1837, 
are  estimated  to  amount, 
in  all,  to  20,354,442 

The  latter  are  divided  among  the  differ- 
ent branches  of  the  public  service,  as 
follows,  viz: 

Civil,  foreign  intercourse  and  miscella- 
neous $2,924,671 

Military  service,  &e.  10,758,431 

Naval  service,  &c.  6,670,341 

The  details  of  the  above  estimates  are  exhibited 
in  a document  from  the  register’s  oflce,  which  this 
department  has  the  honor  to  lay  be'ore  the  house 
of  representatives,  to-day,  in  a separte  communica- 
tion. 

To  these  have  been  added,  for  tie  ensuing  year, 
on  account  of  the  usual  contingent  excesses  of  ap- 
propriations beyond  the  estimate,  one  million  of 
dollars,  making  in  all,  as  before  oentioned,  the  ag- 
gregate of  $26,755,831. 

From  these  calculations,  it  wil  be  seen  that  if 
the  outstanding  appropriations  uiexpended  at  the 
close  of  1837,  be  as  large  as  afthe  close  of  1836, 
and  the  other  expenditures  shodd  agree  with  the 
above  estimates,  they  would  ex  eed  the  computed 
revenue  accruing  from  all  sources  nearly  three  mil- 
lions, or  sufficient  to  absorb  rrure  than  half  of  the 
present  surplus,  which  is  not  o be  deposited  with 
the  several  states.  But  if  thee  outstanding  appro- 
priations, at  the  close  of  1837  should  be  much  less 
than  those  in  1S36,  as  is  probble;  or  should  the  ac- 
cruing receipts  be  much  less  or  the  appropriations 
made  for  1837,  be  much  largr  than  the  estimates,  a 


call  wilt  become  necessary  for  a portion  of  the  sur- 
plus deposited  with  the  states,  though  it  will  not 
probably  become  necessary,  excepting  in  one  of 
those  events. 

4.  Some  explanation  of  the  estimates  for  1837. 

The  unusual  receipts  during  the  last  two  years, 
have  chiefly  accrued  from  the  unprecedented  sales 
of  public  lands. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  those  sales  assumed  their 
extraordinary  character  chiefly  between  July,  1835, 
and  October,  1836 — a period  of  little  more  than 
fourteen  months. 

Arising,  as  they  have,  principally  from  private 
entries,  and  not  from  any  unusual  quantities  of  land 
offered  for  public  sale,  and  marked  as  they  have 
been,  by  sudden  and  great  vibrations,  it  has  not  been 
deemed  judicious  to  consider  them  as  a proper  ba- 
sis for  permanent  estimates  of  a public  character. 

Accordingly,  the  sum  adopted  for  the  estimates 
of  the  sales  the  past  year,  as  well  as  that  for  the 
ensuing  year,  though  larger  than  usual,  has  been 
grounded  on  general  considerations  of  a less  fluctu- 
ating character,  leaving  accidental  and  occasional 
excesses  or  deficiencies  to  happen,  as  they  often 
will,  without  either  the  attempt  or  ability  in  this  de- 
partment to  predict  the  extent  of  them  with  much 
certainty.  The  receipts  from  customs  the  present 
year  will  be  somewhat  augmented  by  the  great  spe- 
culations which  have  characterized  the  business  of 
the  country  generally,  and  the  destruction  by  firs 
of  an  extraordinary  amount  of  foreign  goods  near 
the  close  of  the  last  year.  This  calamity,  followed 
by  credits  more  liberal,  and  competition  increased 
to  supply  the  sudden  and  large  deficiencies  in  the 
market,  led  to  an  excess  in  the  importations  of  mer- 
chandise during  the  present  year,  even  greater  than 
the  amount  destroyed,  and  thus  essentially  contri- 
buted to  swell  the  revenue  from  customs  beyond  the 
estimates.  But  overtrading,  from  whatever  induce- 
ments it  may  arise,  usually  produces  a reaction; 
and  it  is  hoped  that  no  accident  of  a similar  and 
depreciated  character  will  occur,  which  may  en- 
large our  importations  the  ensuing  year.  The  re- 
ceipts from  customs  for  1837,  have,  therefore,  from 
these  and  other  circumstances  which  it  might  be 
tedious  to  detail,  been  estimated  at  not  more  than 
$16,509,000. 

Only  about  $ 50,000  of  the  amount  secured  by 
special  bonds  from  the  sufferers  by  fire  last  Decem- 
ber, under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  congress  on 
that  subject,  has  been  postponed,  so  as  to  fall  due 
within  the  ensuing  year,  while  a reduction  on  ac- 
count of  the  diminished  rate  of  duty  imposed  on 
wines  since  July  last,  has  been  made  in  the  esti- 
mates for  1837,  equalling  quite  three  times  that 
sum.  Besides  unusual  speculations  and  overtra- 
ding, which  are  temporary  in  their  operation,  the 
last  two  years  have  exhibited  an  extraordinary  de- 
gree of  prosperity  throughout  the  whole  country, 
and  which  it  is  presumed,  will  continue  to  exercise 
a considerable  direct  influence  on  the  whole  amount 
of  our  exports  and  imports,  and  consequently  an  in- 
direct influence  on  our  receipts  from  customs.  Much 
of  this  flattering  condition  of  things  may  have  arisen 
from  the  great  reductions  already  made  in  the  tariff 
and  duties  on  tonnage;  from  having  cast  off  the 
burthens  of  a national  debt;  from  our  increasing 
expenditures  on  works  favorable  to  commerce  and 
public  security;  from  permanent  additions  to  the 
moneyed  capital  of  the  nation  by  the  many  millions 
obtained  abroad  for  foreign  indemnities;  from  the 
immense  fertile  tracts  of  land  redeemed  from  Indian 
claims,  and  opened  to  the  profitable  enterprise  and 
industry  of  our  citizens  at  very  low  prices,  by  the 
humane  policy  of  removing  the  aborigines  west  of 
the  Mississippi;  from  the  unprecedented  improve- 
ments in  the  facilities,  the  rapidity  and  cheapness 
of  communication  and  of  transportation  by  steam- 
boats and  rail  roads;  from  the  greater  safety  of  our 
foreign  commerce,  and  its  extension  to  new  and 
distant  regions;  from  abundant  crops  and  high 
prices;  from  the  increasing  numbers,  intelligence 
and  enterprise  of  our  people  generally,  or  from 
these  and  various  other  causes  combined.  But 
though  some  of  these  causes  may  have  spent  most 
of  their  influence,  others  are  acting  in  full  vigor, 
and  our  national  prosperity  does  not  appear  likely 
to  be  soon  essentially  checked,  except  so  far  as  the 
excesses  before  mentioned,  or  war,  or  unavoidable 
physical  calamities,  like  those  of  pestilence  and  bad 
crops,  may  from  time  to  time  produce  temporary 
reactions. 

The  receipts  from  customs,  therefore,  though  not 
estimated  so  high,  as  they  proved  to  be  during  the 
past  or  preceding  year,  have  still  been  computed  at 
a larger  sum  than  it  was  formerly  anticipated  they 
would  on  an  average,  equal  under  the  existing  tariff. 
The  imports  during  the  year,  ending  September 

30th,  1836,  are  ascertained  and  es- 
timated at  - - $173,540,000 


They  show,  compared  with  the  preceding  year,  an 
increase  of  $23,644,288 

The  imports  during  the  three  past  years  have  on 
an  average,  been  about  - $149,985,691 

The  exports,  during  the  past  year,  are  ascertained 
and  estimated  at  - - $121,789,000 

Of  these,  $101,105,000  were  in  domestic,  and 
$20,684,000  in  foreign  products. 

Compared  with  the  preceding  year,  they  exhibit 
an  increase  of  $35,423,  and  are  $5,829,150  more 
than  the  average  for  the  last  three  years. 

The  crop  of  cotton  grown  the  present  year  which 
will  constitute  the  chief  exports  of  that  article  for 
1837,  is  believed  to  be  large,  but  from  present  ap- 
pearances will  probably  be  less  valuable  than  dur- 
ing Ihe  two  past  years. 

At  the  same  time  the  exports  of  flour  and  grain 
are  likely  to  be  smaller,  in  both  quantity  and  value, 
and  those  of  tobaeco  and  rice,  which  with  the  ar- 
ticles before  named,  form  our  principal  subjects  of 
domestic  produce  for  exportation,  are  not  believed 
to  be  materially  greater,  and  have  seldom,  during 
the  last  quarter  of  a cpntury  in  any  series  of  years, 
much  exceeded  their  previous  apiount.  However 
enlarged  by  our  rapid  increase  of  population  has 
been  the  demand  at  home  for  those  and  other  arti- 
cles of  our  own  growth  and  manufacture,  the  most 
tempting  and  augmenting  product  for  exportation 
seems  to  be  cotton. 

During  near  forty  years  it  has  attracted  and  en- 
grossed a large  portion  of  the  spare  capital  and  labor 
of  nearly  half  the  territory  of  the  union,  and  by 
the  great  demand  for  it  abroad,  independent  of  its 
increased  consumption  at  home,  it  will  probably 
long  continue  to  constitute,  not  only  our  chief  and 
most  profitable  product  for  exportation,  but  be  the 
regulator,  in  some  degree,  of  our  ability  to  import, 
and  of  the  balance  of  trade,  between  this  country 
and  Europe. 

The  receipts  from  incidental  and  miscellaneous 
sources,  have  been  estimated  on  the  following  data. 
Nothing  very  definite  could  be  presented,  as  arising 
from  an  arrangement  which,  under  the  recent  act 
of  congress,  is  contemplated  with  the  United  States 
bank,  in  respect  to  the  stock,  owned  by  the' govern- 
ment in  that  institution,  until  further  progress  shall 
be  made,  and  the  bank  may  indicate  when  it  is  will- 
ing to  pay  some  specified  amount. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  documents  annexed,  (Cl, 
2,  3),  that  this  department  took  early  steps  to  pro- 
cure suitable  information  for  a settlement  with  the 
bank  and  payment,  in  the  course  of  the  present 
year,  of  the  due  share  of  the  United  States  in  the 
net  collections  from  the  assets  existing  on  the  3d 
of  March  last  as  well  as  to  obtain  specific  proposals 
for  an  early  adjustment  of  the  whole  concern.  It 
has  been  a cause  of  some  surprise  that  the  informa- 
tion desired  has  not  yet  been  communicated,  nor 
any  payment  been  yet  made.  On  the  contrary,  the 
president  of  the  state  corporation,  to  which  the  as- 
sets of  the  United  States  bank  have  been  assigned, 
forwarded  in  September  last  a report  of  a commit- 
tee appointed  under  authority  of  only  those  two 
bodies,  estimating  the  value  of  the  stock  on  the  3d 
of  March.  But  it  was  accompanied  by  no  offer  to 
pay  that  value  or  any  other  particular  amount,  then, 
or  at  any  future  specified  period,  though  professing 
a willingness  that  the  United  States  should  receive 
a just  proportion  out  of  the  assets  of  the  bank. 

Commissioners  were,  therefore  appointed,  and  an 
invitation  given  to  have  them  joined  by  others  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States  bank  to  revise  the  es- 
timate of  the  value  put  on  the  stock  by  the  above 
committee,  and  after  urging  early  payments  as  prac- 
ticable towards  what  might  in  the  end,  be  found  due 
to  the  U.  States,  if  failing  to  obtain  any,  to  recom- 
mend such  arrangements  as  might  seem  just  for  se- 
curing and  paying  hereafter  what  they  considered 
to  be  the  true  worth  of  the  share  of  the  government 
in  the  capital  stock.  Copies  of  the  letters,  report, 
and  instructions  before  named,  are  annexed.  (D  1, 
2,  3,  4,  5). 

It  is  clearly  to  be  inferred  from  the  correspon- 
dence had  by  the  commissioners  above  mentioned 
with  a committee  of  the  bank,  that  no  payment 
whatever  is  intended  to  be  made  during  the  present 
year,  and  that  long  credits  are  expected  and  con- 
sidered by  the  bank  proper  for  portions  of  what  may 
be  dud.  That  correspondence,  and  all  the  steps  which 
have  heen  taken  under  the  particular  instructions 
given  to  those  commissioners,  will  more  fully  ap- 
pear in  the  further  documents  which  will  be  submit- 
ted to  congress  after  the  commissioners  make  their 
final  report. 

No  reasonable  efforts  will  be  spared  by  me  to  con- 
clude some  appropriate  arrangement  of  this  embar- 
rassing and  troublesome  subject  before  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  present  congress. 

Trusting,  that  a proper  sense  of  its  obligations  to 
the  government,  as  a large  stockholder,  will  induce 
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the  bank  to  refund,  at  least  one-fourth  of  our  origi- 
nal capital,  with  the  profits  thereon,  in  the  course 
of  the  ensuing  year,  two  millions  of  dollars  have  on 
that  account  been  inserted  in  the  estimates.  To  this 
are  to  be  added  the  dividends,  anticipated  on  the 
stock  owned  in  the  Louisville  and  Portland  canal; 
interest  from  the  deposite  banks;  and  some  small 
receipts  from  other  miscellaneous  sources. 

5.  Of  the  surplus  in  the  treasury,  and  the  disposition 
of  it. 

Various  objects  of  a national  and  constitutional 
character,  were  recommended  in  the  last  annual  re- 
port from  this  department,  as  suitable  for  the  appli- 
cation, by  way  of  extraordinary  appropriation,  of 
any  surplus  funds  for  which  the  general  government 
should  happen  to  have  no  other  immediate  use. 

Liberal  and  useful  appropriations  were  fortunate- 
ly made  to  many  of  them,  which  will  save  expense 
in  the  end,  and  prove  to  be  the  soundest  economy. 
The  reasons  for  a continuance  of  the  same  wise 
policy,  while  our  resources  remain  so  ample,  have 
lost  none  of  their  original  force.  _ 

As  the  present  surplus  had  chiefly  arisen  from  an 
earlier  sale  of  large  portions  of  the  public  lands  than 
had  been  expected,  it  seemed  to  this  department  ju- 
dicious to  suggest  completing  with  it  sooner  than 
had  been  comtemplated  the  projected  fortifications, 
and  naval  establishments  of  the  country;  improving 
more  rapidly  the  navigation  and  security  of  its  com- 
mercial bays  and  rivers,  and,  while  its  imports  and 
exports  were  prosperous  beyond  example,  erecting 
where  needed,  appropriate  custom  warehouses,  as 
well  as  suitable  marine  hospitals,  court  houses  and 
post  offices.  In  fine,  the  wmole  state  of  our  finances 
appeared  to  justify  and  require,  that  all  those  great 
works  heretofore  deemed  useful  and  constitutional, 
and  which  are  intimately  connected  wdth  the  duties 
and  pow'ers  of  the  general  government,  should  be 
more  hastened,  with  our  means  so  much  increased 
and  so  prematurely  available,  than  would  have  been 
proper  or  practicable,  had  the  revenue  continued  at 
only  the  reduced  amount  which  was  generally  antici- 
pated. By  pursuing  such  a provident  course,  it  was 
supposed,  that  mucn  less  would  remain  to  be  accom- 
plished, and  hence  that  our  expenditures  would  be 
much  diminished,  when  our  revenue  shall  become 
less  by  the  reductions,  which,  under  the  existing 
laws,  are  to  take  effect  in  the  customs  before,  and 
in  1842,  and  which  will  probably  happen  in  the  re- 
ceipts from  public  lands  during  that  period. 

The  necessary  expenditures  of  the  government 
would  thus,  by  that  time,  become  naturally,  as  well 
as  safely  lessened,  so  as  to  bear  a near  proportion 
to  our  diminished  receipts;  while  otherwise,  if  the 
expenditures  for  these  works  are  not  previously 
increased  or  expedited,  the  probabilities  would 
seem  to  be  that  the  ordinary  charges  for  them,  and 
other  usual  claims  on  the  general  government,  with 
the  extraordinary  charges  incident  to  war  and  simi- 
lar calamities,  from  which  no  people  can  be  wholly 
exempt,  might  then  so  far  exceed  the  receipts,  as 
to  require  new  taxation,  or  an  increased  tariff. 

In  respect  to  another  branch  of  the  subject,  which 
relates  to  a gradual  reduction  of  the  present  large 
surplus  in  the  treasury,  either  by  an  immediate 
diminution  of  the  existing  tariff,  or  some  new  re- 
gulation calculated  to  limit  and  lessen  the  amount 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  by  confining  them 
to  actual  settlers  or  otherwise,  this  department  felt 
bound,  in  the  discharge  of  its  public  duties,  to  sub- 
mit to  congress  last  year,  a few  considerations 
which  are  still  equally  applicable.  II  is  believed 
that  when  the  balance  on  hand,  with  the  accruing 
receipts,  are  likely  for  some  time  to  tome  to  ex- 
ceed the  real  wants  and  just  objects  of  the  govern- 
ment for  expenditure,  a reduction  of  those  receipts, 
and  especially  such  as  are  derived  from  taxation, 
is  the  true  remedy. 

Besides  the  considerations  relating  to  this  reduc- 
tion which  were  formerly  submitted  by  this  depart- 
ment, it  would  now  respectfully  suggest  that  all 
the  duties  under  20  per  cent,  and  which  amount  to 
near  three  millions  annually,  could,  with  about  half 
a million  more  on  the  articles  paying  a higher  duty, 
and  specified  in  a report  to  the  senate  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, be  at  once  repealed  by  congress  without  any  en- 
croachment on  the  principle  of  the  act  of  the  3d  of 
March,  1833.  Nor  has  this  department  any  doubt 
that  if  all  the  present  and  anticipated  receipts  from 
customs  are  considered  by  congress  not  to  be  want- 
ed for  any  public  appropriations,  or  other  legiti- 
mate objects,  reduction  could  be  made  in  many 
other  duties  more  rapidly  than  is  now  provided  for, 
without  any  essential  injury  to  any  great  interest 
intended  to  be  fostered  by  the  provisions  of  that  act. 
At  the  same  time  such  a step  as  the  last,  unless 
found  indispensable  from  high  public  considerations, 
and  hence  generally  concurred  in,  does  not  appear 
to  this  department  consistent  with  the  expectations 
of  most  of  those  who  united  in  the  passage  of  that 
Jaw,  and  has  not  therefore  been  urged. 


But,  if  found  indispensable,  the  next  articles  j 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  this  department,  could 
most  appropriately  be  selected  tor  greater  and 
quicker  reduction,  are  the  raw  materials  of  foreign 
origin  used  in  some  of  our  important  manufactures; 
ana  though  certain  rival  articles  produced  here 
might  suffer  by  such  a change,  yet  in  this  way  the 
whole  manufacturing  industry  of  the  country  would  I 
probably  be  benefited.  If  sufficient  reduction  can-  j 
not  be  obtained  on  that  class,  the  next  kind  of  ( 
articles  selected  should  be  such  as  are  largely  con- 
sumed in  promoting  the  comforts,  and  satisfying 
the  necessities,  of  the  people  generally,  and  at  the 
same  time,  do  not  materially  compete  with  im- 
portant manufactures,  nor  conflict  with  great  agri- 
cultural interests.  And  the  next,  if  more  De  deemed 
necessary,  might  be  such  as  have  now  a much 
higher  duty  or  protection  on  them  than  others  of 
greater  national  consequence. 

Certain  it  is,  that  a much  more  just  and  useful 
discrimination  could  be  introduced  into  the  whole 
present  system,  by  reducing  more  quickly  the  du- 
ties which  are  found  to  be  least  beneficial,  by  way 
of  protection,  and  by  reducing  more  slowly  those 
deemed  most  indispensable.  Equally  feasible  would 
it  be,  in  the  exercise  of  a proper  spirit  of  comity 
and  justice,  to  make  some  legal  enactments  which 
should  prevent  the  further  sale  of  the  public  do- 
main to  any  persons  who  do  not  want  it  for  im- 
mediate cultivation.  This  seems  peculiarly  proper 
at  a time  when  the  government  neither  needs  the 
proceeds  of  such  sales  for  any  public  use,  nor  con- 
siders the  money  received  adequate  to  the  real 
value  of  the  land  sold,  and  when  the  settlement  of 
the  new  states  is  retarded,  by  permitting  the  public 
domain  to  pass,  in  large  quantities  into  the  hands 
of  others  than  actual  settlers.  By  a wise  revision 
of  our  present  law's,  the  enterprising,  industrious 
and  needy,  might,  for  a fair  compensation,  be  li- 
berally secured  in  the  purchase  and  enjoyment  of 
a due  portion  of  land  for  immediate  cultivation; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  all  be  effectually  prevented 
from  seizing  and  securing,  as  a matter  of  specula- 
tion, in  any  case,  on  the  best  tracts,  without  pre- 
vious purchase  or  any  pretence  of  title;  and  from 
procuring,  through  floats  or  otherwise,  for  wealthy 
persons,  whether  residents  or  non-residents,  the 
most  valuable  situations,  at  the  minimum  prices. 

It  must  be  obvious  that  nothing  beyond  a very 
general,  and,  in  some  degree,  uncertain  exhibit, 
could  at  this  time,  be  presented  of  the  probable 
amount  of  the  surplus  in  the  treasury,  deposit- 
ed with  the  banks,  and  the  states  during  a few 
subsequent  years;  and  more  especially  of  the  va- 
rious sums  connected  with  the  different  hypo- 
theses, for  the  future  disposition  of  it,  by  appro- 
priations for  public  objects,  or  by  a diminution  of 
it  through  a large  reduction  in  our  future  revenue 
from  either  customs  or  lands.  The  uncertainty  as 
to  these  sums,  is  greatly  increased,  not  only  by  the 
fluctuating  character  of  our  receipts,  from  both  of 
these  sources  during  the  last  four  years;  and  as  it 
is  anticiptated  for  the  future,  but  from  the  doubt- 
ful amount  of  our  annual  expenditure,  hereafter, 
and  the  absence  of  any  determination,  yet  express- 
ed by  congress,  whether  to  retain,  unexpended,  all 
or  any  portion  of  the  present  surplus,  till  after  1S41, 
with  a particular  view  to  supply  the  place  of  the 
great  reduction  which  is  then  to  be  made,  in  our 
receipts  from  customs,  under  the  existing  laws. 

Minute  details,  therefore,  on  these  points  would 
be  only  hypothetical,  and  might,  without  further 
data  on  which  to  found  them,  mislead  instead  of 
proving  useful. 

But  it  is  probable  that  congress  may  deem  it  ex- 
pedient to  pursue  one  of  the  following  general 
courses  in  relation  to  the  present  large  surplus,  and 
any  which  might  hereafter  accrue  under  our  exist- 
ing laws.  Either  to  appropriate  more  liberally  to 
great  objects  of  national  consequence  while  the 
treasury  is  so  full,  and  in  that  way  gradually  call 
for  and  employ  the  surplus  till  those  objects  are 
accomplished,  and  then  to  reserve  only  the  re- 
sidue if  any  in  deposite  with  the  states,  to  meet 
future  contingencies  and  the  anticipated  deficien- 
cies in  the  revenue  after  1842.  Or  to  reduce  it  still 
more  rapidly  by  largely  diminishing  our  revenue, 
whether  from  customs  or  lands,  and  thus  requir- 
ing more  of  the  current  expenditures  to  be  paid 
from  the  present  surplus  until  the  whole  shall  be 
exhausted;  or  to  permit  the  most  of  it  to  remain 
longer  in  deposite  within  the  states  and  so  shape 
future  appropriations  as  never  to  render  it  necessa- 
ry to  call  for  the  surplus,  except  to  meet  unexpected 
and  extraordinary  wants. 

In  respect  to  this  last  measure,  so  far  as  already 
adopted  by  congress  as  a temporary  one,  and  the 
operation  of  it  upon  our  fiscal  concerns  to  this 
time  and  hereafter,  a few  further  observations  may 
be  expected. 


Before  the  two  sessions  of  congress  just  passed, 
it  was  considered  doubtful  whether  that  body  would 
deem  it  expedient  to  adopt  the  recommendations  of 
this  department  to  expend  early  on  proper  objects 
all  the  net  balance  in  the  treasury  after  defraying 
existing  charges;  or,  if  unwilling  to  do  that,  to  re- 
duce at  once  the  revenue  from  customs  and  lands, 
and  leave  with  the  people  the  excess  which  would 
otherwise  be  collected,  so  as  gradually  to  absorb  the 
present  surplus,  and  ere  long  to  collect  none  of  any 
considerable  magnitude,  whether  for  extraordinary 
expenditure,  distribution  or  other  purposes.  Con- 
sequently, a suggestion  was  made  m the  annual  re- 
ports of  1834  and  1S35,  for  the  temporary  invest- 
ment of  the  surplus,  while  either  of  those  opera- 
tions might  be  going  on,  and  if  neither  of  them  was 
adopted,  then  to  remain  safe  and  productive,  until 
it  should  hereafter  be  needed  for  public  purposes. 
The  proposed  disposal  of  it  lor  these  periods,  which 
it  was  expected  would  not  be  very  protracted,  was 
in  a form  which  was  considered  secure  and  profita- 
ble by  the  purchase  of  safe  stocks. 

Thus  easily  and  gradually,  as  well  as  most  pru- 
dently, it  was  supposed  the  inconveniences  of  so  un- 
expected and  embarrassing  an  event  as  a large  sur- 
plus would  be  obviated,  and  at  the  same  time  a 
provident  fund  created,  which  would  be  yielding 
interest,  and  which  could  afterwards  be  resorted  to, 
when  the  current  expenditure  might  from  any 
cause,  either  before  or  after  1841,  exceed  the  cur- 
rent revenue.  In  relation  to  that  subject  though  a 
topic  still  intimately  and  deeply  connected  with 
our  finances,  few  additional  remarks  at  this  time, 
seemed  called  for,  since  congress  at  the  last  session, 
by  a clause  in  the  deposite  law,  provided  for  what 
this  department  considers,  and  has  taken  all  proper 
preliminary  steps  to  make,  a temporary  disposition  of 
the  whole  money  in  the  treasury  on  the  first  of  Janua- 
ry jiext,  except  five  millions  of  dollars.  Looking  at 
that  as  a financial  measure,  which  is  the  only  view 
now  under  consideration,  the  granting  the  use  of 
the  money  without  any  intesest,  constitutes  a dif- 
ference from  the  mode  proposed  by  this  department, 
which  was  doubtless  designed  as  a benefit  to  the 
several  states,  and  in  that  view  was  also  very  pro- 
perly proffered  to  all  if  to  any  of  the  states,  whether 
now  in  debt  or  not,  and  whether  needing  the  money 
for  any  great  public  purpose  or  not. 

While  treated  in  the  nature  of  a mere  temporary 
deposite  or  investment  on  the  credit  of  each  state 
respectively,  without  interest,  the  profits  or  income 
of  it  alone  to  be  expended,  and  the  principal  to  be 
ever  held  sacred  and  ready  for  repayment  whenever 
needed,  like  a fund  that  is  providently  designed  to 
meet  any  future  public  contingencies,  this  kind  of 
deposite  may  not  embarrass  our  finances,  and  is 
likely  to  prove  useful  and  convenient  to  the  treasu- 
ry. But  should  considerable  portions  of  it  be  soon 
wanted  by  the  general  government,  the  deposite 
will  probably  occasion,  to  many  of  the  states,  in- 
convenience and  difficulties,  if  not  losses,  in  the 
management  and  repayment  of  it,  more  than  equi- 
valent to  the  interest  received.  On  the  contrary,  if 
much  of  it  be  not  wanted  for  some  years,  or  till 
alter  1841,  the  result  may  be  otherwise  to  such 
states  is  either  need  the  money,  or  are  able  to  em- 
ploy it  beneficially.  The  experience  of  this  depart- 
ment hes  been  too  brief,  under  the  constant  and  la- 
borious preparation,  to  carry  into  effect,  in  due 
time,  all  the  provisions  in  the  late  deposite  act,  to 
warrant,  in  the  present  occasion,  any  recommen- 
dations of  nodifications  in  this  particular  portion  of 
it. 

But  it  is  respectfully  suggested,  that,  though  a 
gradual  inveflment  of  the  surplus  in  existing  state 
stocks  would,  it  is  believed,  have  produced  no 
pressure  in  tie  money  market,  yet  the  embarrass- 
ment incident  b the  transfers  of  such  large  sums  of 
money  as  beeanc  necessary,  in  order  to  divide  it 
seasonably  amoig  a greater  number  of  banks,  as 
well  as  among  the  different  states,  and  the  con- 
sequent temporay  withdrawal  of  considerable  por- 
tions of  it  from  immediate  use,  are  embarrassments 
inseparable  from  lie  provisions  and  faithful  execu- 
tion of  the  law  in  its  present  form.  Though  they 
constitute  only  a |ortion  of  those  evils  which  now 
afflict  the  commecial  community,  and  have  been 
mitigated  in  thcii  operation  by  this  department, 
wherever  practical,  they  could  not  be  wholly 
obviated,  without  diparting  entirely  from  the  duties 
imposed  by  the  law 

Immediately  afterjts  passage,  steps  were  taken, 
as  required  by  congess,  to  commence  a reduction 
of  the  deposites,  whch  had  then  accumulated  in 
certain  banks  beyom  three-fourths  the  amount  of 
their  capitals,  and  at  the  same  time  to  have  some 
portion  of  the  anticipaed  surplus  taken  from  states 
where  its  accumulation  had  been  large  or  incon- 
venient, and  placed,  bfore  the  first  of  January 
next,  in  states  where  enough  had  not  before  been 
deposited,  and  where  salable  banks  existed  willing 
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to  receive  it.  These  steps  will  be  more  fully  de- 
tailed in  a subsequent  part  of  this  report.  All  the 
payments  to  the  several  states  for  the  whole  year 
are  expected  to  be  made  punctually  at  the  times 
required.  But  it  will  be  necessary,  from  the  mode 
of  keeping  public  accounts,  to  take  the  current 
statement  of  the  treasurer  on  the  1st  January  next, 
as  the  guide  for  the  supposed  amount  in  the  treasu- 
ry which  is  required  to  be  apportioned  among  the 
states,  and  one  quarter  of  it  De  deposited  on  that 
day.  By  pursuing  any  other  course,  an  unavoido- 
ble  delay  of  weeks,  if  not  months,  would  be  neces- 
sary in  making  the  preliminary  arrangements  for  the 
first  payment.  But  that  statement  seldom  differs 
more  than  a few  hundred  dollars  from  the  result  as 
ascertained  on  subsequent  settlement;  and  hence, 
its  amount,  independent  of  unavailable  funds,  and 
what  is  held  for  the  post  office  and  patent  office, 
and  in  various  official  trusts,  will  be  deemed  the 
true  sum  intended  by  congress  as  subject  to  appor- 
tionment, after  deducting  five  millions,  unless  in 
the  mean  tiuie  the  department  shall  be  otherwise 
directed  by  that  body. 

The  whole  sum  to  be  deposited  with  the  states, 
will,  on  these  principles,  and  according  to  present 
appearances,  range  between  thirty-five  and  thirty- 
eight  millions  of  dollars,  and  exceed  somewhat 
$120,000  to  each  electoral  vote  in  each  of  the 
twenty-five  states  now  in  the  union;  Michigan, 
from  the  language  of  the  act,  not  being  considered 
as  yet  entitled  to  an  apportionment  under  it.  Three 
states  have  already  signified  their  willingness  to  re- 
ceive the  money  on  the  terms  proposed,  and  it  is 
expected  that  several  more  will  do  the  same  before 
the  first  of  January,  and  probably  most  of  them  in 
the  course  of  the  present  winter. 

Leaving  further  suggestions  on  these  and  va- 
rious other  considerations  which  bear  on  this  in- 
teresting subject,  but  which  need  not  be  here  re- 
peated, the  department  will  next  proceed  to  an 
exhibit  of  the  manner  in  which  this  surplus,  as  well 
as  the  rest  of  the  public  money,  has  been  kept  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  and  of  the  detailed  preparations 
which  have  been  made  for  the  future  custody  and 
preservation  of  it,  in  conformity  to  the  act  of  con- 
gress to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public  money 
passed  June  23,  1836,  and  the  supplementary  act 
on  the  same  subject  passed  the  4th  of  July,  1836. 

6.  Of  the  keeping  of  the  public  money,  and  state  of 
the  deposite  banks. 

The  money  in  the  treasury  has  been  safely  kept 
during  the  year  1836.  Until  July  last,  as  during 
the  two  previous  years,  it  was  placed  in  the  state 
banks,  selected  according  to  the  discretion  of  this 
department,  on  account  of  their  high  standing  and 
favorable  position  for  fiscal  purposes,  and  regulated 
in  a manner  considered  most  secure  to  the  treasury, 
and  convenient  to  the  community,  as  well  as  useful 
to  all  concerned.  It  is  a source  of  much  gratifica- 
tion to  be  able  to  add,  that,  while  so  selected  and 
employed,  hot  a single  dollar  was  lost  to  the  go- 
vernment by  any  of  them,  or  a single  failure  occur- 
red to  transfer  promptly,  and  pay  out  satisfactorily, 
the  public  money  entrusted  to  their  custody. 

Nor  is  it  believed  that  the  domestic  exchanges  of 
the  country  were  ever  lower  or  more  regular  than 
during  that  period;  and  the  large  amount  of  them 
performed  by  those  deposite  banks  in  ordinary  pur- 
chases or  discounts,  equalling  from  one  hundred 
and  fifty  to  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars  yearly, 
or  near  a third  more  than  those  of  the  same  kind 
by  the  United  States  bank,  while  the  fiscal  agent 
of  the  government,  evinced  the  great  ability  and 
usefulness  of  those  banks  on  this  important  subject. 

But  since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  congress, 
June  23d,  1836,  “to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the 
public  money,”  most  of  the  discretionary  power 
before  exercised  by  this  department  on  this  sub- 
ject, under  previous  laws  ard  long  usages,  has 
been  considered  as  no  longe-  possessed,  and  va- 
rious solicitations  to  use  it,  though  some  of  them 
were  in  cases  of  extreme  hardship,  could  not,  there- 
fore, be  complied  with.  Relieved  from  great  re- 
sponsibility, and  in  many  cases  from  much  delica- 
cy, in  the  exercise  of  it,  by  the  passage  of  that  act, 
a new  system,  in  conformity  with  its  provisions, 
and  in  place  of  the  former  one,  was  at  once  com- 
menced by  this  department,  and  has  since  been 
pursued  with  all  the  strictiess  and  regularity  which 
the  nature  of  business  so  rxtensive  and  complicat- 
ed would  permit,  and  at  tne  same  time  with  every 
indulgence  and  forbearance,  in  cases  of  embarrass- 
ment or  suffering,  which  were  permissible  without 
a violation  of  law.  It  vas  necessary  by  the  act  to 
appoint  anew  all  the  former  deposite  banks,  if  they 
were  to  be  retained  ir  the  service  of  the  govern- 
ment. Accordingly,  the  preliminary  inquiries, 
rendered  proper  by  the  new  law  before  any  selec- 
tion was  authorised  to  be  made,  were  immediately 
instituted  in  every  case  of  the  former  deposite 
banks;  and  having  been  satisfactorily  answered, 


all  of  them  have  been  reappointed,  except  three, 
where  some  formalities  in  their  papers  are  not  yet 
completed. 

The  provision  in  the  act  which  prohibits  more 
public  money  to  be  left  in  any  one  bank  than  three- 
fourths  the  amount  of  its  capital,  rendered  the  se- 
lection of  numerous  new  banks  to  receive  the  sums 
which  the  old  ones  were  not  allowed  to  retain,  in- 
dispensable in  the  present  overflowing  condition  of 
the  treasury,  and  especially  at  places  in  which  the 
capitals  of  the  old  banks  were  small. 

The  transfer  of  all  the  money  in  the  treasury, 
except  five  millions,  on  the  first  of  January  next, 
to  be  deposited  in  the  treasuries  of  the  several 
states  quarterly  during  1837,  in  ratable  proportions, 
made  it  proper  to  select  also  a few  other  new  banks 
in  some  of  the  states  to  receive  those  proportions, 
or  sufficient  parts  of  them,  when  they  happened  to 
be  either  collected  there,  or  to  be  incidentally  and 
easily  transferable  there. 

Thus  the  trouble  and  embarrassment  of  a second 
and  sudden  transfer  in  January  next,  and  quarterly 
thereafter  during  the  year,  were  often  saved  by 
combining  in  several  appropriate  cases  the  trans- 
fers ordered  by  congress  to  be  soon  made  from 
banks  having  an  excess,  with  the  transfers  of  that 
excess  to  other  banks  in  the  states  where  it  was 
to  be  paid  during  the  present  year  on  appropria- 
tions, or  the  ensuing  year  on  the  apportionments 
and  in  which  last  described  banks  and  states  a de- 
ficiency existed.  In  this  way,  on  several  occasions, 
the  opportunity  has  been  improved,  of  beginning 
to  perfect,  gradually,  and,  in  some  degree,  cotem- 
poraneously,  between  places  near,  suitable  and  of 
easy  intercommunication,  the  great  and  difficult 
apportionment  of  the  deposites  of  public  money 
among  several  different  states,  as  well  as  among 
different  banks.  The  whole  amount  of  transfers 
ordered  since  the  first  of  July  last,  have,  of  necessi- 
ty, been  at  times  very  large;  but  many  of  them 
have  not  yet  taken  effect;  many  more  are  still  to  be 
ordered,  and  the  whole  amount  necessary  to  accom- 
plish both  objects  will  be  less,  and  their  operation 
easier,  than  if  a different  course  had  been  pursued, 
and  the  two  apportionments  between  the  banks  and 
the  states,  had  not  been  united  in  cases  where 
practicable  and  convenient,  and  where  large  accu- 
mulations existed  on  the  one  hand  to  be  reduced, 
and  deficiencies  on  the  other  to  be  supplied.  Their 
union  in  such  cases  is  supposed  to  have  been  spe- 
cially contemplated  by  congress,  as  explained  in 
the  second  and  supplementary  deposite  act  passed 
in  July,  and,  as  seemed  just  to  the  several  states 
which  had  not  before  enjoyed  much,  if  any  benefit 
from  the  deposite  and  use  of  the  public  money  with- 
in  their  limits. 

Hence,  while  many  transfers  have  been  forborne, 
when  feasible  under  the  law,  and  desired  from  pub- 
lic considerations,  connected  with  the  great  pres- 
sure in  the  money  market,  and  which  pressure 
they  would  though  authorised  by  the  acts,  have  se- 
verely aggravated,  yet  great  care  has  been  employ- 
ed not  to  make  a single  transfer,  except,  in  the 
language  of  the  first  deposite  act,  “to  facilitate  the 
public  disbursements,  and  to  comply  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act”  or,  as  described  more  fully  in 
the  second  act,  either  “to  prevent  large  and  incon- 
venient accumulation  in  particular  places,  or  in  or- 
der to  produce  a due  equality  and  just  proportion, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  said  act.”  All  the 
transfers  ordered,  have  likewise  been  so  modified 
in  respect  to  time,  place  and  business,  as  to  pro- 
duce the  least  inconvenience  and  expense  possible 
to  the  banks  or  the  community,  consistent  with 
faithful  endeavors  to  execute  the  law  on  both  sub- 
jects reasonably  and  efficiently.  They  have  been 
so  conducted,  as  also  to  relieve  the  treasury  from 
any  expense  whatever  in  a financial  operation  so 
large  and  so  unusual.  But  in  carrying  out  so  large 
a moneyed  operation  as  the  new  law  demanded, 
and  one  neither  comporting  with  our  usual  fiscal 
proceedings,  nor  following  the  ordinary  channels  of 
trade,  it  has  required  great  caution  not  to  create 
more  embarrassment  than  has  really  occurred  from 
this  source,  and  a greater  derangement  in  exchanges 
than  actually  exists.  In  complying  with  the  depo- 
site act,  it  has  already  been  found  necessary  to  ap- 
point forty-eight  more  banks,  making  on  the  fust 
instant,  with  the  former  ones,  without  their  branch- 
es the  whole  number  of  eighty-one. 

The  department  has  endeavored  in  these  selec- 
tions to  conform  to  the  spirit  of  the  act  of  congress, 
as  regards  their  convenient  location  for  accommo- 
dating either  the  collections  or  the  disbursements 
of  the  public  money.  It  has  in  all  cases  required 
the  preliminary  information  made  necessary  bv  the 
act.  It  has,  as  enjoined,  chosen  at  least  one  bank 
in  every  state,  which  had  banking  institutions,  and 
which  included  all  except  Missouri  and  Arkansas. 
It  has  obtained  from  each  bank  a written  agree- 
ment to  comply  with  the  duties  prescribed  by  law, 


and  in  every  case,  except  lour  or  five  not  deemed 
suitable,  from  peculiar  circumstances,  has  received 
collateral  security  for  the  faithful  fulfilment  of 
these  agreements,  and  has  endeavored,  from  time 
to  time,  to  make  such  requests  on  the  subject  of 
specie  and  other  topics  connected  with  their  condi- 
tion, and  their  mode  of  transacting  business,  as 
seemed  conducive  to  safety  and  public  convenience. 
The  names  of  each  deposite  bank,  with  the  amount 
of  public  money  in  each,  and  its  detailed  condition, 
in  all  respects  near  the  first  of  November,  1836) 
are  exhibited  in  the  documents  annexed  (E  1,  2)! 
In  another  document  (F)  is  presented,  more  fully 
and  recently,  the  condition  of  those  banks  with  this 
department,  as  it  shows  by  their  last  returns  to  the 
treasurer,  on  the  first  instant,  the  amount  of  public 
money  then  on  hand,  the  outstanding  drafts  then 
against  them,  and  the  existing  transfers  to  and  from 
each. 

A number  of  the  states  now  have  deposites  suffi- 
cient with  the  accruing  revenue,  to  meet  all  the 
probable  demands  within  their  limits  the  next 
year.  But  it  is  otherwise  with  several  of  them, 
and,  where  money  has  not  yet  been  placed  in  each 
state  sufficient  to  meet  the  probable  amount  of  de- 
posites required  there  during  the  first,  quarter  of  the 
next  year,  for  expenditure,  as  well  as  apportion- 
ment, it  has  been,  or  will  be,  put  under  orders  of 
transfer,  so  as  to  reach  there  seasonably. 

Numerous  difficult  and  embarrassing  questions 
have  arisen  in  the  execution  of  the  new  deposite 
act,  in  consequence  of  the  novelty  of  many  of  its 
provisions,  and  the  unequal  operation  of  others  on 
some  of  the  depositories.  But  where  great  doubts 
existed,  as  to  the  true  intention  of  the  Taw,  the  opi- 
nion of  the  attorney  general  has  been  taken. — 
When  that  opinion  has  been  unfavorable  to  the 
views  entertained,  under  the  law  as  it  now  stands, 
the  parties  have  been  left,  as  they  must  always  be 
in  such  cases,  of  supposed  inequality  and  hardship, 
for  resort  to  congress  for  appropriate  relief. 

It  is  therefore  respectfully  suggested,  that  relief 
for  the  past,  may  be.  proper,  in  several  cases  which 
it  is  anticipated  the  parties  interested  will  present 
to  the  consideration  of  congress.  For  the  conve- 
nience of  this  department,  if  is  desirable  that  a pro- 
vision be  made  for  the  future,  that  any  agency 
furnishing  ample  security,  be  regarded  under  the 
law,  as  having  the  same  separate  capital  where  es- 
tablished, as  the  bank  to  which  it  belongs. 

It  is  further  recommended,  that  authority  be  given 
to  discontinue  such  of  the  newly  selected  banks  as 
may  from  time  to  time  be  no  longer  needed  for  fis- 
cal or  other  purposes.  A large  portion  of  them, 
after  the  contemplated  deposites  are  made  with  the 
several  states,  will  probably,  become  entirely  use- 
less to  the  treasury,  while  their  returns  and  corres- 
pondents will  continue  to  be  burdensome  to  all  con- 
cerned. 

Immediately  after  the  passage  of  the  law,  it  be- 
came the  duty  of  this  department,  among  other 
things,  to  select  a sufficient  number  of  banks  to 
hold  the  public  money  without  exceeding  three- 
fourths  of  the  amount  of  their  capitals,  and  one  at 
least  in  each  state  having  banks.  As  it  seemed 
impossible  to  cany  these  provisions  into  execution 
in  several  of  the  states,  unless  banks  should  be 
selected  which  might  possibly  have  issued  or  paid 
out  some  small  bills  after  the  4th  of  July,  and  be- 
fore they  had  completed  the  agreement,  and  as- 
sumed the  duties  imposed  by  the  act,  it  was 
thought  that  a natural  construction  given  to  this  li- 
mitation in  that  respect  would  make  it  applicable 
only  to  such  banks  as  were  selected  and  subject  to 
the  law  previous  to  that  date,  and  that  the  others 
must  not  on  a like  principle  make  any  such  issues 
after  their  selection.  This  would  impart  a reason- 
able and  practical  effect  to  the  clause,  and  at  the 
same  time  not  tend  entirely  to  defeat  the  operation 
of  other  provisions  in  the  act.  Accordingly,  mi- 
nute inquiries  were  not  instituted  whether  the 
banks  applying  to  be  selected  had  previous  to  their 
application  issued  such  bills  or  not;  but  all  were  re- 
quired at  the  time  of  their  selection,  to  enter  into 
an  express  written  agreement  to  conform  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act,  and  consequently  not  to  issue 
any  while  they  were  public  depositories.  On  more 
mature  reflection,  doubts  having  arisen  whether 
this  was  going  far  enough,  and  whether  any  banks 
which  may  have  issued  small  bills  between  the  4th 
of  July  and  their  selection  could,  in  strict  law,  be 
retained,  or  could  have  been  legally  appointed,  it 
was  deemed  proper  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  at- 
torney general  on  this  point.  He  confirmed  these 
doubts,  but  recommended  the  submission  of  the 
subject  to  congress,  before  discontinuing  any  of  the 
banks,  which  upon  investigation  might  appear  to 
have  made  such  issues  before  entering  into  the 
agreement. 

The  department  would,  therefore,  respectfully 
recommend  that  an  act  be  passed,  sanctioning  the 
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selection  and  continuance  of  deposite  banks  which 
may  be  so  situated,  provided  such  banks  have  not 
issued  or  paid  out  small  bills  after  their  appoint- 
ment as  public  depositories. 

7.  Of  the  mint  and  the  currency. 

On  the  subject  of  the  mint  and  the  new  coinage,  the 
department  is  gratified  to  state  that,  by  means  of 
additional  appropriations,  of  improvements  in  ma- 
chinery, and  of  an  ample  supply  of  metal  for  coin- 
ing, through  the  fortunate  remittances  to  this  coun- 
try of  the  French,  Spanish  and  Neapolitan  indem- 
nities, in  gold,  more  money  has  been,  and  will  be, 
coined  during  the  present  than  in  any  previous  year 
since  the  foundation  of  the  government.  The  whole 
amount  from  the  1st  of  January,  1836,  to  the  1st  of 
November,  1S36,  has  been  in  gold,  $3,619,440;  in 
silver,  $2,877,000;  and  in  copper,  $22,634.  The 
sums  transferred  to  the  mint  in  aid  of  the  coinage, 
under  a clause  in  the  late  deposite  act,  have  amount- 
ed to  $700,000.  When  the  annual  report  of  the  di- 
rector is  made  on  the  1st  of  January  next,  a more 
minute  account  of  all  his  operations,  with  his  views 
on  these  transfers,  will  be  presented,  accompanied 
by  such  suggestions  for  further  legislation  on  the 
subject  as  his  experience  may  lead  him  to  consider 
useful. 

The  mint  and  its  branches  would,  in  my  opinion, 
be  more  efficiently  assisted  by  means  of  appropria- 
tions, rather  than  mere  transfers,  to  supply  fully 
and  promptly  the  additional  coinage,  which  the  ad- 
ditional wants  of  the  community  may  from  time  to 
time  require.  The  department  is  still  convinced, 
for  reasons  formerly  urged  on  the  consideration  of 
congress,  that  a gold  coin  of  one  dollar  in  value 
might  be  very  convenient  and  useful  to  the  public 
in  many  of  the  ordinary  transactions  of  society. — 
The  branch  mints  are  all  in  progress,  and  will  pro- 
bably be  completed  by  June  next,  and  their  machi- 
nery at  a still  earlier  day.  The  coinage  in  them 
can  commence  immediately  after  their  completion, 
if  the  proper  appropriations  are  in  the  mean  time 
made,  and  the  proper  officers  appointed.  The 
greatly  increased  quantity  of  gold  now  existing 
in  the  country  amounts,  probably,  to  upwards  of 
$15,000,000.  For  this,  we  are  chiefly  indebted  to 
the  new  valuation  of  our  coin,  though  some  influ- 
ence must  be  ascribed  to  the  efforts  made  by  the 
general  government,  and  most  of  the  states,  to  sup- 
press the  circulation  of  small  bills,  as  well  as  to  the 
favorable  condition  of  our  foreign  exchanges  since 
1834,  and  the  policy  of  ordering  home  the  foreign 
indemnities  in  gold,  and  encouraging  public  pay- 
ments to  be,  in  part,  made  with  this  kind  of  coin. 

At  this  time,  the  abundance  of  gold  here  is  such 
as  to  have  produced  increased  facility  in  distant 
specie  operations,  and  it  is  becoming  more  widely 
and  beneficially  diffused  over  the  different  sections 
of  the  union,  to  the  greater  accommodation  of  most 
classes  of  people,  particularly  in  travelling  and  ex- 
changes, and  to  the  permanent  improvement  of  our 
circulating  medium.  The  amount  of  gold  coined 
since  the  new  valuation  in  1834,  has  been  near 
$10,000,000,  and  has  exceeded  by  one  or  two  mil- 
lions the  whole  amount  coined  in  the  thirty-one 
previous  years  which  had  elapsed,  after  the  mint 
went  into  operation.  The  amount  coined  during 
the  past  twelve  months  alone  is  greater  than  that 
during  the  whole  of  the  first  sixteen  years  after  its 
establishment.  Another  important  and  gratifying 
consequence  which  has  resulted  principally  from 
the  present  policy  and  system  as  to  the  currency, 
has  been,  that,  of  all  the  gold  coined  before  August, 
1834,  amounting  to  about  $12,000,000,  probably 
not  $1,000,000  then  remained  in  the  country,  of 
that  small  amount  only  a very  diminutive  portion 
was  in  active  circulation. 

Indeed  before  1834  our  coinage  of  gold  was  of 
little  benefit  except  to  purify  and  prepare  the  bul- 
lion for  exportation  and  for  the  use  of  foreign  mints. 

But  the  great  mass  of  near  $10,000,000,  since 
coined,  undoubtedly  remains  in  the  country,  and 
an  increased  and  increasing  proportion  of  it,  is  in 
active  and  convenient  circulation.  To  promote  this 
desirable  end,  a larger  portion  than  usual  of  quar- 
ter eagles  has  been  recently  struck,  and  the  whole 
number  of  gold  pieces  of  every  kind  made  since 
the  beginning  of  the  present  year  is  about  1,000,000, 
and  almost  equals  the  entire  number  coined  during 
the  whole  forty  years  previous  to  the  new  coinage. 
The  change  in  the  amount  of  specie  of  all  kinds  in 
the  country,  during  the  last  three  years,  is  highly 
gratifying,  as  an  earnest  of  a more  solid  basis  to  a 
paper  circulation  already  too  large  in  proportion, 
and  as  a security  not  only  to  those  classes  who  are 
most  safe  in  the  employment  of  a metallic  currency 
for  all  common  purposes,  but  to  the  banking  insti- 
tutions themselves  in  periods  of  panic  and  unfavor- 
able balances  in  foreign  trade.  The  whole  specie 
in  the  country  in  October,  1833,  when  the  public 
deposites  were  removed  from  the  United  States 
bank,  did  not  probably  exceed  $30,000,000,  and  the 


portion  of  this  in  banks  is  not  supposed  to  have  ex- 
ceeded $26,000,000;  while  now  the  whole  specie  in 
the  country  probably  exceeds  $73,000,000,  and  of 
that  the  portion  in  banks  is  believed  to  be  over 
$45,000,000,  leaving  $28,000,000  in  active  circula- 
tion. 

The  paper  circulation  within  the  above  period, 
has  also  been  greatly  and  unfortunately  enlarged. — 
From  about  $80,000,000,  which  was  then  the  sup- 
posed aggregate  after  deducting  the  large  amount 
of  $20,000,000  for  notes  held  in  different  banks,  it 
has  probably  risen,  and  chiefly  within  eighteen 
months  past,  to  about  $120,000,000.  But  this  in- 
crease, though  great,  it  will  be  seen  is  not  half  so 
great  a relative  increase  as  has  taken  place  in  the 
whole  specie  in  the  country,  nor  quite  as  great  as 
has  happeped  in  the  specie  in  the  banks  done. — 
Computing  that  the  paper  in  active  circulation  in 
the  United  States  has  generally  averaged  about  two 
to  one  of  specie  on  hand  in  the  banks,  and  was,  in 
October,  1833,  about  three  to  one,  or  near  50  per 
cent,  over  the  usual  proportion,  the  comparative 
amounts  of  specie  at  the  several  returns,  from 
1833  to  1836,  presented  a very  favorable  change, 
had  become  greater  than  the  usual  proportion,  and 
even  now,  in  all  the  banks,  taken  a3  a whole,  are 
somewhat  improved  since  1833.  But  they  have 
much  deteriorated  the  last  year  and  a half.  Again: 
While  the  amount,  as  well  as  proportion  of  specie 
in  the  country,  is  much  greater  than  it  was  two 
years  ago,  and  the  proportion  is  ample  for  the  paper 
circulation  in  several  of  the  banks  and  states,  yet  it 
is  manifest  that  many  institutions  in  other  states 
have  of  late  departed  more  widely  from  the  proper 
and  safe  proportions  than  their  peculiar  location  or 
advantages  for  business,  however  favorable,  might 
warrant  on  sound  banking  principles.  As  some  il- 
lustration of  the  general  changes  on  those  points 
since  1833,  the  following  brief  exhibit  in  round 
numbers,  and  in  a tabular  form,  prepared  partly 
from  actual  returns,  and  partly  from  estimates,  may 
be  useful. 


Dates. 

Paper  in 
active  circu- 
lation. 

Specie  in 
active  cir- 
culation. 

Specie  in 
baiilcs. 

Near. 

October,  1833, 
1 January,  1834, 
1 January,  1835, 
1 January,  1836, 
1 Dec’ber,  1836, 

80,000,000 

76.000. 000 

82.000. 000 

105.000. 000 

120.000. 000 

4,000,000 

12,000,000 

15. 000.  000 

23.000. 000 

28.000. 000 

25.000. 000 

27.000. 000 

43.000. 000 

40.000. 000 

45.000. 000 

At  all  these  periods,  except  the  1st  of  January  last, 
twenty  millions  of  paper  have  been  computed  as  is- 
sued, but  not  in  active  circulation  among  the  people, 
being  held  by  other  banks,  and  so  far  considered  as 
equivalent  to  a deduction  of  a like  amount  from 
their  own  circulation,  liable  to  be  redeemed  in  spe- 
cie. On  the  1st  of  January  last,  the  amount  so  held 
was  about  thirty-two  millions;  and  in  July  last  the 
active  paper  circulation  was  also  probably  some 
millions  larger  than  it  now  is.  This  exhibit  makes 
the  whole  active  circulation  of  both  paper  and  spe- 
cie, about  $6  50  per  head  of  our  whole  estimated 
population  in  October,  1833;  about  $6  50  in  Janu- 
ary, 1834;  about  $7  in  January,  1S35;  about  $8  50 
in  January,  1836;  and  near  $10  at  the  present  time. 
Though  this  is  a less  proportion  of  circulating 
medium  than  is  now  usual  in  the  countries  of  Eu- 
rope, which  are  most  commercial,  and  where  spe- 
cie is  more  used  than  bills,  yet  it  is  a larger  ratio 
than  has  ever  been  supposed  to  be  necessary  in  the 
United  States,  considering  the  character  of  two  or 
three  millions  of  our  southern  population.  The 
average  here  has  usually  been  about  $6  per  head. 
Nor  has  the  amount  ever  before  1811  been  suppos- 
ed much  to  exceed  $5,  and  at  no  time  since  has  ex- 
ceeded about  $7  per  head,  except  under  the  exces- 
sive paper  issues  towards  the  close  of  the  late  war, 
by  which,  in  1816,  it  was  estimated  to  have  reach- 
ed $11  per  head. 

While  our  country  has,  of  late  years,  become 
more  commercial  and  wealthy,  and  has  a larger 
portion  of  specie  in  use,  which  circumstances  would 
somewhat  increase  the  necessary  and  proper  amount 
of  circulation  per  head,  it  has,  as  counteracting 
causes  to  these,  greatly  increased  in  the  ease  and 
quickness  of  communication,  whether  by  mail  or 
otherwise,  and  in  the  use  of  bills  of  exchange  and 
drafts,  instead  of  money,  for  distant  operations. — 
Hence  our  circulation,  during  the  past  twelve 
months,  at  $8  50  and  $10  per  head,  is  deemed  ex- 
cessive, and  as  in  1816,  one  great  cause  of  the  ex- 
orbitant prices  which  have  prevailed  in  relation  to 
almost  every  article,  as  well  as  of  the  extraordina- 
ry propensity  to  overtrading  and  speculation  which 
has  pervaded  almost  every  section  of  the  country. 
It  is  true  that  during  a few  months  past  the  paper 
portion  of  our  circulation  has,  as  before  suggested, 
been  considerably  reduced;  but  till  that,  with  our 


present  large  amount  of  specie  in  circulation  added, 
falls  as  low  as  about  $7  per  head,  or  the  bank  notes, 
to  about  $80,000,000,  instead  of  $120,000,000,  the 
currency  may  be  considered  as  too  redundant,  and 
in  an  unnatural  and  inflated  condition.  The  credit 
system  has  not  only  undergone  an  unusual  expan- 
sion among  individuals  and  states,  but  it  has,  by 
means  of  these  inordinate  paper  issues,  penetrated 
more  deeply  than  is  safe  into  the  whole  currency  of 
the  country,  and  rendered  that  which,  as  money,  is 
and  should  be  deemed  the  substitute  or  antagonist 
of  credit,  dependent  too  much  on  credit  itself,  and 
subject  to  many  of  the  dangers  and  fluctuations  in 
value  inseparable  from  mere  credit,  rather  than  pos- 
sessing the  intrinsic  and  uniform  value  attached  tJ 
specie. 

This  condition  is  believed  to  have  been  produced 
chiefly  by  numerous  incorporations  of  new  barks, 
without  suitable  legal  restrictions,  in  many  states, 
on  the  amount  either  of  discounts  or  of  paper  issued, 
in  proportion  to  the  specie  on  hand;  and  by  the  ex- 
cessive demands  for  money,  thus  tempted  and  sti- 
mulated, to  aid  an  unusual  number  ot  extravagant 
adventurers  in  lands,  stocks  and  trade. 

These,  acting  together,  and  in  some  degree  in- 
fluencing and  exciting  each  other,  have  induced 
many  banks  to  hazard  unreasonable  and  indiscreet 
issues,  as  well  as  loans,  to  supply  the  wants  of  such 
an  extraordinary  crisis,  and  which  there  is  good 
reason  to  believe,  (however  large  a proportion  of 
specie  fortunately  exists  in  the  country,  and  which 
may  tend  sooner  to  avert  the  usual  evil  consequen- 
ces from  the  above  state  of  things),  will  produce 
much  distress,  embarrassment  and  ruin,  before  this 
specie  can  be  duly  equalized,  the  excesses  of  paper 
snfficiently  curtailed,  and  the  exorbitant  discounts 
gradually  lessened  to  their  safe  and  proper  limits. — 
This  increase  of  about  forty  millions  or  one-third 
of  the  paper  circulation  in  a year  and  a half,  is  a 
sudden  and  great  fluctuation,  which  never  could 
occur  in  a currency  entirely  metallic,  and  which 
would  probably  during  the  past  year,  as  in  1811,' 
have  been  much  greater,  had  not  the  larger  propor- 
tion of  specie  now  in  the  country,  and  the  increas- 
ing disuse  of  small  bills,  operated  strongly  as  pre- 
ventive checks. 

But  even  now'  the  excess  has  been  sufficient  to 
constitute  the  chief  cause  for  the  artificial  augmen- 
tation in  prices,  an  unnatural  stimulus  to  specula- 
tion, and  a rapid  vascillation  in  the  regular  modes 
of  doing  business,  which  cannot,  under  sound  views 
of  political  economy,  be  too  greatly  deprecated,  or 
their  recurrence  too  carefully  guarded  against. — 
These  sudden  and  great  vibrations  in  the  value  of 
property,  labor  and  debts,  however  produced,  or 
how  ever  flattering  to  many  at  first,  aTe  in  the  end 
dangerous  to  all  classes,  as  well  as  ruinous  to  com- 
merce, and  every  species  of  regular  industry. 

But  should  paper  issues,  according  to  anticipa- 
tion, continue  to  be  reduced,  as  during  the 'lour 
months  past,  by  the  natural  and  conservative  reac- 
tion of  commercial  causes,  at  home  and  abroad,  and 
by  the  general,  wise  and  increasing  discontinuance 
of  the  use  of  small  bank  notes  through  state  legis- 
lation, and  provisions  of  a similar  character  and 
tendency  by  congress,  as  at  the  last,  session,  in  the 
general  appropriation  act,  and  in  the  deposite  law, 
and  by  the  diminished  receipt  of  ail  bank  notes, 
the  last  few  months  at  the  different  land  offices  for 
the  sales  of  the  public  domain,  a sounder  and  less 
artificial  state  of  things  will  ere  long  return. 

The  prospect  on  the  subject  of  the  currency  is, 
therefore,  on  the  whole,  becoming  more  satisfacto- 
ry, even  without  further  legislation.  But  if  all  the 
states  would  unite  In  repressing  entirely  the  circu- 
lation of  small  notes,  and  in  rigidly  restricting  all 
paper  issues,  so  as  not  in  any  case  to  exceed  three 
to  one  of  speeie  on  hand,  which  wTould  be  about 
two  of  paper  in  active  circulation  to  one  of  specie 
on  hand,  and  would  adl  a few  judicious  limitations 
on  the  amount  of  discounts  as  compared  with  the 
capital  and  deposites,  aid  on  the  safe  kind  of  secu- 
rity to  be  taken  for  then,  with  the  requirement  of 
frequent  publicity  of  tlnir  condition  in  detail,  and 
of  rigid  accountability  b periodical  examinations 
by  legislative  authority,  the  time  is  not  distant 
when  our  currency  wouH  become  quite  stable. — 
Indeed,  it  deserves  consileration,  whether,  under 
such  circumstances,  the  wuole  monopolies  of  bank- 
ing might  not,  with  publii  advantage,  be  entirely 
abolished,  and  the  banking  privilege,  under  the 
above  general  restraints,  securities,  limitations  and 
requirements,  might  not, particularly  if  the  personal 
liability  of  the  stockholders  is  superadded,  safely  be 
thrown  open  to  all. 

A larger  amount  of  tax  o:  bonus  to  the  states 
would  probably  be  thus  collated,  without  any  in- 
crease in  the  usual  rate;  and,  i\  is  believed,  that  the 
interest  now  paid  by  borrowers,  would  by  these 
changes  become  at  an  early  diy  sensibly  reduced. 
But  without  the  most  careful  atil  rigid  restrictions, 
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such  a measure  in  this  country,  whatever  may  have 
been  its  operations  elsewhere,  would,  under  our 
different  institutions  and  habits,  probably  increase, 
rather  than  diminish,  any  existing  evils  in  the  cur- 
rency. 

It  is  conceded  that  these  disproportionate  issues 
by  banking  institutions,  are,  in  fact,  much  more  fre- 
quent in  regions  where  the  numberof  banks  is  small, 
than  where  it  is  large,  provided  their  charters  be 
similar,  in  omitting  prudent  limitations.  Because, 
in  the  former  case,  there  is  less  vigilance,  caution 
and  correction,  produced  by  the  jealousies  and  in- 
terests of  rival  institutions  to  prevent  excessive  is- 
sues, and  irregular  and  dangerous  discounts. 

But  the  tendency  to  excessive  trading,  excessive 
credits,  and  rash  enterprises,  is  so  strong,  and  some- 
times ungovernable,  in  individuals,  and  in  some  re- 
spects equally,  or  more  so  in  corporations,  as  to  en- 
danger the  stability  of  both  banks  and  business,  un- 
less the  power  to  manufacture  paper  money  is  care- 
fully restricted  and  wisely  regulated.  The  present 
amount  of  bank  capital,  as  well  as  its  increase  for 
some  years  past,  is  another  kindred  topic  of  some 
interest.  But  space  does  not  exist  on  this  occasion, 
for  its  full  exposition,  and  at  the  same  time,  it  is  not 
very  alarming,  except  where  it  has  been  authorised 
without  proper  limitation  on  paper  issues,  and  with- 
out other  prudent  bank  restrictions. 

The  whole  bank  capital  in  active  operation,  is 
computed  to  have  been  over 

$200,000,000  in  1833-4. 

231.000. 000  in  1834-5. 

250.000. 000  in  1835-6. 

And  near  fifty  millions  more  has  been  authorised, 
most  of  which  is  supposed  not  yet  to  be  in  full  ope- 
ration. 

More  facts  will  be  exhibited  on  these  points,  and 
particularly  on  the  amount  of  bank  capital  in  each 
state,  in  a special  report,  soon  to  be  presented  from 
this  department  to  congress,  concerning  the  detailed 
condition  of  the  state  banks  near  the  1st  of  Janua- 
ry, 1836. 

Had  it  not  been  for  large  sales  of  American  stocks 
abroad,  and  the  very  high  prices  given  there  for  our 
principal  staples,  a demand  for  specie,  for  export, 
would  doubtless  have  arisen  ere  this  from  our  over- 
trading, and  have  greatly  enhanced  the  present  dif- 
ficulties which  some  ol  the  banks  now  experience 
chiefly  from  the  great  excess  of  paper  in  circula- 
tion. The  comparative  value  of  specie  being  re- 
duced by  such  excesses,  the  evil  would  have  Been 
still  more  aggravated,  if  those  excesses  had  not  be- 
come somewhat  diminished,  and  specie  had  not  be- 
come in  greater  demand  here,  in  consequence'  of 
the  circular,  as  to  the  kind  of  money  receivable  for 
the  public  lands,  issued  by  direction  of  the  presi- 
dent in  July  last.  This  demand  has  contributed  to 
retain  and  diffuse  it  wider,  and  to  make  its  great  and 
early  export  less  probable,  than  it  otherwise  would 
have  been.  The  other  objects  of  that  circular  were 
gradually  to  bring  back  the  practice  in  those  pay- 
ments to  what  was  deemed  to  be  the  true  spirit,  as 
well  a3  letter  of  our  existing  laws,  and  to  what  the 
safety  of  the  public  mdney  in  the  deposite  banks, 
and  the  desirable  improvement  of  our  currency, 
seemed  at  that  time  to  unite  in  rendering  judicious. 
The  reasons,  more  in  detail,  for  the  measure,  are 
contained  in  the  document  itself,  of  which  a copy 
is  annexed.  (G).  Our  moneyed  operations  have 
also  been  somewhat  affected  by  a few  difficulties 
abroad,  in  the  nation  with  which  our  commercial 
intercourse  is  greatest,  and  whose  monetary  sys- 
tem of  late  years,  often  beating  with  a pulse  like  our 
own,  is  under  influences  nearly  corresponding. 

Since  1833  the  paper  circulation  in  England  is 
supposed  to  have  increased  over  sixteen  millions 
of  dollars,  while  the  specie  possessed  by  the  banks 
has  diminished  over  twenty-three  millions.  The 
whole  circulation  of  private  banks,  joint  stock 
banks,  and  the  bank  of  England,  is  now  probably 
about  $152,000,000  of  paper  to  less  than  26,000,000 
of  specie  on  hand;  whereas  in  1833  it  was  only 
about  137,000,000  to  50,000,000  of  specie,  or  now 
from  five  and  six  to  one,  but  then  only  two  and  three 
to  one.  Consequently,  an  alarm  and  pressure  have 
arisen  there,  which  are  operating  unfavorably  here, 
though  they  have  arisen  not  so  much  from  an  exces- 
sive amount  of  both  the  paper  and  specie  currency 
united,  as  from  the  greatly  increased  disproportion 
being  quite  doubled  between  the  paper  issues  and 
the  specie  on  hand  by  all  the  banks.  What  portion 
of  their  paper  was,  or  is  now,  held  by  each  other, 
is  not  known;  but  as  the  bills  of  the  bank  of  En- 
gland are  a tender  by  all  the  private  and  joint  stock 
banks,  the  amount  is  probably  large.  Their  bank- 
ing system,  as  a whole,  with  every  supposed  bene- 
fit to  be  derived  from  a national  bank,  is  believed 
to  be  under  much  more  defective  regulations,  as 
to  excessive  issues,  excessive  discounts,  and  secre- 
cy of  condition  and  proceedings,  than  is  our  own 
in  most  of  the  states  of  the  union.  Indeed  so  un- 


satisfactory has  been  its  operations,  that  they  have 
recently  become  the  subject  of  parliamentary  in- 
quiry, which  it  is  proposed  to  resume  and  push 
much  further  at  a subsequent  session. 

8.  Land  office. 

Immediately  after  the  passage  of  the  law  at  the 
last  session,  reorganizing  the  general  land  office, 
some  doubts  arose  whether  it  still  remained  attach- 
ed to  the  treasury  department,  and  the  opinion  of 
the  attorney  general  was  taken  on  the  question.  In 
consequence  of  his  opinion,  that  the  supervision 
over  its  concerns  remained  here,  and  of  the  direc- 
tion of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  under 
whose  control  that  law  now  places  all  the  affairs  of 
the  general  laud  office,  steps  were  taken  by  me  to 
carry  it  into  immediate  effect. 

The  result  thus  far  has  been  a sensible  diminu- 
tion in  the  pressure  of  the  business  of  that  office; 
a better  system  of  supervision  and  despatch  for  most 
of  it,  and  much  less  delay  in  completing  titles  to 
the  public  domain.  Should  the  sales  not  continue 
very  large  during  a few  ensuing  years,  it  is  believed, 
that  the  whole  arrearages  of  business  can  be  dis- 
posed of,  and  the  promptitude  in  all  its  future  ope- 
rations secured,  which  is  so  immediately  important 
to  the  great  western  and  south  western  sections  of 
the  country,  and  more  or  less  beneficial  to  all,  as 
well  as  creditable  to  the  administration  of  the  go- 
vernment. The  report  of  the  commissioner  will 
speedily  be  laid  before  congress  in  a separate  com- 
munication and  contains  many  suggestions,  w'hich 
seem  to  deserve  careful  attention. 

9.  Miscellaneous. 

Great  inconveniences  have  been  sustained  in  many 
parts  of  the  country,  by  an  omission  to  repeal  or 
modify  the  provisoes  in  the  tariff  act  of  1832. 

A detailed  report  on  this  subject  has  once  been 
submitted  by  this  department;  and  the  interests  of 
the  community,  connected  with  the  articles  of  hard- 
ware, affected  by  these  provisoes,  and  convenience 
in  the  execution  of  the  revenue  laws,  appear  to  re- 
quire the  earliest  attention  of  congress  to  the  sub- 
ject. The  revision  of  the  present  system  of  com- 
pensation to  custom  house  officers,  with  the  various 
changes  in  our  collection  laws,  heretofore  recom- 
mended in  connection  with  that  revision,  is  deemed 
very  important  to  the  mercantile  community,  as 
well  as  to  the  treasury,  and  at  the  same  time  to  the 
just  and  rateable  compensation  for  arduous  and  re- 
sponsible duties  to  many  collectors,  and  other  offi- 
cers who  are  now  inadequately  paid,  while  some  re- 
ceive an  amount  disproportioned  to  their  situation 
and  labors. 

In  connection  writh  this  subject,  and  in  addition 
to  former  recommendation  to  congress,  as  well  as 
the  valuable  report  on  the  safety  of  steam  boilers, 
submitted  at  the  last  session  from  the  Franklin  in- 
stitute, it  seems  proper  to  urge  earnestly  for  consi- 
deration the  necessity  of  some  provision  for  the 
more  careful  management  of  steamboats  navigated 
under  papers  from  the  custom  houses — subjecting 
their  commanders,  and  in  suitable  cases  their  own- 
ers, to  the  forfeiture  of  their  papers,  and  other  se- 
vere penalties,  in  cases  of  carelessness  or  neglect, 
destructive  to  property  or  life. 

The  security  of  the  public  money  would  be  pro- 
moted in  many  cases,  by  requiring  bonds  from  dis- 
trict attorneys  through  the  hands  of  some  of  whom 
large  sums  pass,  in  collections,  without  any  colla- 
teral obligations  being  given  for  the  indemnity  of 
the  United  States,  as  required  in  most  analogous 
cases  of  public  officers. 

The  act  in  respect  to  insolvent  debtors,  the  exe- 
cution of  which  is  placed  in  the  charge  of  this  de- 
partment,'expires  in  June  next,  and  the  propriety 
of  the  further  continuance  of  its  provisions  is  sug- 
gested to  congress. 

The  four  first  instalments  due,  under  the  French 
treaty,  have  been  paid  in  Paris,  since  my  last  an- 
nual report.  The  sum  claimed  by  our  agent,  and  by 
this  department,  exceeds  that  paid  by  the  French 
government,  in  the  amount  of  more  than  a mil- 
lion of  francs,  and  the  difference  is  now,  the  sub- 
ject of  correspondence  and  negotiation.  What  was 
actually  paid  has  been  remitted  to  this  country 
in  gold,  and  divided  among  the  claimants.  From 
the  rates  of  exchange  and  price  of  gold,  it  was 
deemed  most  advantageous  to  the  claimants  to  have 
it  sent  home  in  that  form,  though  a direction  was 
subsequently  given  to  substitute  bills  of  exchange 
or  other  inodes  of  remittance,  if  more  profitable,  but 
which  the  agent  did  not  find  it  expedient  or  bene- 
ficial to  do. 

The  third  instalment  of  the  Neapolitan  indemnity, 
and  the  first  payments  due  on  the  inscriptions  un- 
der the  treaty  of  indemnity  with  Spain,  have  also 
been  since  discharged  with  punctuality,  and  remit- 
ted here  in  a similar  manner  under  similar  instruc- 
tions. 

Various  other  topics  suggested  in  the  two  last 
annual  reports  to  the  consideration  of  congress,  and 


not  yet  finally  legislated  on,  the  department  would 
earnestly,  but  respectfully,  present  again  to  its  at- 
tention. Among  them  may  be  more  particularly 
mentioned  the  reorganization  of  this  department, 
and  the  change  of  the  commencement  of  the  fiscal 
year  and  of  the  annual  appropriations. 

Several  other  subjects  have  received  proper  at- 
tention, which  are  connected  with  the  official  du- 
ties of  the  treasury,  or  have  been  specially  devolv- 
ed on  its  charge;  such  as  the  repairs  of  the  bridge 
across  the  Potomac,  the  survey  -of  the  coast,  and 
the  manufacture  of  weights  and  measures,  not  only 
for  the  different  custom  houses,  but  for  each  state 
in  the  union;  the  appropriate  sites  for  new  marine 
hospitals,  the  practices  pursued  in  other  countries 
as  to  the  transportation  of  their  poor  citizens  hither, 
who  have  been  burthensome  lor  their  maintenance, 
a digest  of  the  returns  and  condition  of  state  banks 
near  January  first,  1836,  the  sums  disbursed  under 
each  appropriation  made  the  present  year,  and  more 
detailed  exhibits  of  all  the  contingent  expenditures 
of  the  department. 

The  most  important  of  these  will  at  an  early  day 
be  made  the  subject  of  separate  communications. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 
Hon.  Jas.  K.  Polk,  speaker  of  the  house  of  reps. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE 
NAVY. 

Navy  department,  December  3d,  1836. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  States: 

Sin:  In  presenting  for  your  consideration  at  this 
time  the  condition  of  our  navy  for  the  passed  year, 
I am  enabled  to  assure  you  that  since  my  report  of 
the  5th  of  December  last,  there  has  been  an  increas- 
ed activity  in  the  construction  and  equipment  of 
vessels  at  our  navy  yards,  and  in  the  movements  of 
our  ships  and  squadrons  at  sea  and  on  foreign  sta- 
tions. 

The  Columbia,  a frigate  of  the  first  class,  has 
been  finished,  launched  and  nearly  completed  for 
sea. 

The  brigs  Dolphin  and  Porpoise  have  been  built, 
launched  and  fitted  for  sea. 

The  frigate  Macedonian,  of  the  second  class,  has 
been  finished,  launched  and  equipped  for  sea;  and 
she  is  now  receiving  her  crew,  as  the  ship  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  South  Sea  exploring  ex- 
pedition. 

The  two  barks,  Pioneer  and  Consort,  and  schoon- 
er Pilot,  have  been  built,  launched  and  so  far  equip- 
ped, as  to  be  ready  for  receiving  their  crews. 

The  store-ship  Relief,  has  been  finished,  launch- 
ed and  equipped,  and  is  now  receiving  her  stores. 

The  repairs  of  the  ship  of  the  line  North  Carolina 
have  been  completed,  and  she  is  equipped  and  fit- 
ted for  sea,  and  is  now  under  sailing  orders  lor  the 
Pacific  station. 

The  repairs  of  the  razee  Independence  have  been 
completed,  and  she  is  now  nearly  equipped  for  sea. 

The  ship  of  the  line  Delaware  has  been  placed  in 
dry  dock,  and  her  repairs  commenced. 

The  ship  of  the  line  Columbus,  has  also  been  put 
into  dry  dock,  and  her  repairs  commenced. 

The  repairs  of  the  ship  of  the  line  Ohio,  have 
been  commenced  and  considerably  advanced. 

The  repairs  of  the  sloops  of  war  Falmouth  and 
Fairfield,  have  been  completed. 

The  sloop  of  war  Natchez,  and  schooner  Gram- 
pus, have  been  repaired  and  equipped  for  sea. 

The  labor  upon  the  ship  of  the  line  Pennsylvania, 
has  been  resumed,  with  a view  to  her  completion; 
and  she  will  probably  be  ready  for  launching  in  the 
early  party  of  next  summer. 

The  steam  vessel  building  at  New  York,  is  so  far 
completed  as  to  be  ready  for  the  reception  of  her 
engines  and  machineiy;  in  procuring  which,  there 
has  been  some  unavoidable  delay.  It  was  desira- 
ble to  secure  the  services  of  the  most  able  engineer 
in  the  United  States,  to  superintend  the  construc- 
tion of  the  engines  and  machinery  of  this,  as  well 
as  other  steam  vessels  proposed  to  be  built  for  the 
service  of  the  United  States.  Efforts  have  been 
made  to  secure  the  services  of  such  an  engineer, 
but  without  success.  The  first  attempt  to  procure 
the  requisite  engines  and  machinery,  by  contract, 
by  advertising  for  proposals,  proved  abortiv'e;  as  the 
lowest  offers  for  the  boilers  and  for  the  engines, 
were  made  by  different  persons;  and  the  person  of- 
fering for  the  engines,  declined  the  contract,  because 
he  could  not  also  have  the  contract  for  the  boilers. 
Arrangements,  however,  have  been  since  made  for 
procuring  the  engines  and  boilers  wanted;  and  the 
vessel  will  probably  be  ready  for  service  in  the 
course  of  next  summer. 

For  a detailed  statement  of  the  condition  of  our 
vessels  on  the  stocks,  as  well  as  those  afloat  at  our 
navy  yards,  and  the  means  of  completion,  as  well  as 
repair,  I beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  reports  of  the 
commissioners  of  the  navy  board,  herewith  submit- 
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ted,  marked  H and  I;  and  for  the  amount  of  timber, 
iron  and  other  materials,  procured  for  the  gradual 
improvement  of  the  navy,  I refer  to  their  report, 
marked  L. 

Much  has  been  done  in  advancing  the  works  and 
improvements  hitherto  authorised  at  the  different 
navy  yards,  except  at  that  of  Pensacola.  The 
works  and  improvements  for  which  appropriations 
have  been  made  at  that  yard,,  have  been  delayed 
until  a permanent  plan  for  the  same,  after  a due  ex- 
amination of  a beard  appointed  for  that  purpose, 
could  be  adopted. 

Since  my  last  annual  report,  the  following  ves- 
sels have  been  employed  in  the  Mediterranean:  the 
frigates  Constitution,  United  States  and  Potomac; 
the  sloop  of  war  John  Adams,  and  the  schooner 
Shark;  the  ship  of  the  line  Delaware  having  been 
withdrawn  from  that  squadron,  and  the  frigate  U. 
States  added  to  it,  within  the  present  year. 

The  frigate  Potomac  having  been  employed  on 
that  station  for  upwards  of  two  years,  has  been  or- 
dered home,  with  instructions  to  run  down  the  coast 
of  Africa,  and  visit  the  settlements  at  Cape  Mesu- 
rado,  Cape  Palmas  and  Bassa  Cove;  thence,  to  pro- 
ceed to  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  after  communicating 
with  the  commander  of  our  squadron  there,  to  re- 
turn to  Norfolk. 

In  the  West  Indies,  the  frigate  Constellation,  the 
sloops  of  war  Vandalia,  St.  Louis,  Concord,  War- 
ren, Boston  and  Natchez,  and  the  schooner  Gram- 
pus, have  been  actively  employed.  The  Warren 
sailed  for  that  station  the  latter  part  of  December 
last,  and  has  returned  within  a few  days  to  Norfolk 
for  repairs;  and  when  these  shall  be  completed,  she 
will  rejoin  the  squadron. 

The  Concord  sailed  from  Portsmouth,  N.  II.  the 
27th  of  February  last.  The  Boston  on  the  10th  of 
July  last,  from  Boston.  The  Natchez  from  New 
York  on  the  4th  of  August,  and  the  schooner  Gram- 
pus on  the  10th  of  April  last.  All  these  vessels, 
except  the  Warren,  are  now  on  that  station. 

The  brig  Porpoise  has  been  employed  in  convey- 
ing the  commissioners  appointed  under  a resolution 
of  the  senate,  directing  an  examination  of  the  har- 
bors south  of  the  Chesapeake  bay,  with  a view  to 
their  fitness  for  the  purposes  of  a navy  yard.  She 
is  daily  expected  at  Norfolk,  after  which  it  is  in- 
tended that  she  shall  sail  as  30on  as  conveniently 
may  be,  to  join  the  West  India  squadron. 

On  the  coast  of  Brazil,  the  sloops  of  war  Erie  and 
Ontario  have  been  employed.  The  Ontario  return- 
ed to  the  United  States  in  June  last,  has  been  un- 
dergoing repairs  at  Norfolk,  and  she  is  reported  to 
be  in  readiness  for  a crew. 

The  brig  Dolphin  sailed  in  September  last  from 
New  York,  with  instructions  to  proceed  to  the  coast 
of  Africa,  and  visit  the  settlements  at  Gambia,  Bis- 
sau, Nunez,  Cape  Mesurado,  Bassa  Cove  and  Cape 
Palmas;  thence  to  proceed  to  Rio  de  Janeiro,  to 
form  a part  of  the  Brazilian  squadron. 

In  the  Pacific,  the  frigate  Brandywine,  the  sloop 
Vincennes,  and  the  schooner  Boxer,  have  been  em- 
ployed. The  sloop  Vincennes,  which  previously 
to  my  last  report  was  ordered  to  return  to  the  U. 
States,  by  way  of  the  East  Indies,  arrived  at  Nor- 
folk on  the  6th  of  June  last.  The  frigate  Brandy- 
wine has  been  ordered  home,  and  she  is  probably 
on  her  way  at  this  time:  her  place  will  be  supplied 
by  the  ship  of  the  line  North  Carolina,  now  under 
sailing  orders. 

In  the  East  Indies,  the  sloop  Peacock  and  schoon- 
er Enterprise  have  been  engaged  in  protecting  as 
well  as  extending  our  commerce.  They  are  now 
on  their  return  to  the  United  States,  with  orders  to 
visit  the  settlements  of  the  American  Colonization 
society  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  near  Cape  Palmas, 
Bassa  Cove  and  Monrovia. 

Our  squadrons  at  sea  and  on  foreign  stations,  have 
afforded  to  our  commerce  all  the  aid  and  protection 
that  their  means  would  permit. 

It  was  believed  that  our  commerce  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  and  in  the  West  Indies,  would  be  more 
exposed  than  in  any  other  quarter.  To  meet  the 
apprehended  danger,  an  unusually  large  force  has 
been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  commodore  Dallas, 
the  commander  of  the  West  India  station.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  vessels  already  stated  as  forming  his 
squadron,  three  revenue  cutters  and  three  steam- 
boats have  been  placed  under  his  command:  and  he 
has  been  charged  with  the  complicated  duties  of 
protecting  our  commerce,  of  preventing  the  impor- 
tation of  slaves  into  Texas  or  the  United  States, 
and  of  co-operating  with  the  officers  of  the  army 
and  militia,  in  prosecuting  the  war  against  the 
Creek  and  Seminole  Indians;  in  the  performance  of 
all  which  duties,  his  squadron  has  rendered  the 
most  essential  services  to  the  country. 

In  maintaining  so  large  a force  on  the  West  In- 
dia station,  which  ought  to  be  still  increased,  it  has 
not  been  in  the  power  of  this  department  to  send  to 
other  stations  the  number  of  vessels  which  the  safe- 


ty of  our  commerce  required,  and  serious  appre-'|  equipped  for  sea.  The  whole  have  been  finished  in 
hensions  have  been  justly  entertained,  that  our  mer-  the  most  substantial  manner,  and  adapted  to  the  par- 
chants  might  sustain  heavy  losses  from  the  want  of  ticular  service  for  which  they  are  destined.  These 


an  adequate  force  on  the  Pacific  and  Brazilian  sta- 
tions, especially  on  the  latter.  Although  these  ap- 
prehensions have  not  been  realized,  yet  a due  re- 
gard to  the  interests  of  commerce,  and  the  honor  of 
our  country,  requires  that  a more  respectable  force 
should  be  sent  to  those  stations,  as  soon  as  practica- 
ble. There  is  no  serious  difficulty  in  sending  out 
such  a force,  but  that  arising  from  the  want  of  sea- 
men; and  this  difficulty  will  be  in  some  degree  ob- 
viated on  the  arrival  of  the  vessels  now  on  (heir  re- 
turn to  the  United  States. 

When,  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  and  pre- 
ceding sessions  of  congress,  it  was  recommended 
that  a considerable  addition  should  be  made  to  the 
number  of  our  ships  in  commission,  to  meet  the  ex- 
igencies of  the  rapidly  increasing  commerce  of  our 
country,  it  was  perceived  that,  should  the  measure 
be  adopted,  as  it  has  been,  by  the  liberal  appropria- 
tions of  congress,  it  would  be  necessary  to  adopt, 
at  the  same  time,  measures  for  increasing  the  num- 
ber of  our  seamen.  The  most  obvious  means  of 
accomplishing  this  object,  was  the  one  recommend- 
ed, of  enlisting  into  the  service  of  our  navy,  boys 
over  the  age  of  thirteen,  and  under  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen, until  they  shall  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years.  A bill  for  this  purpose  has  been  before 
the  senate  for  the  last  two  sessions,  which,  it  is  con- 
fidently hoped,  will  become  a law  during  the  ap- 
proaching session  of  congress.  In  the  meantime, 
as  a larger  number  of  seamen  is  required  for  the 
merchant  service  than  usual,  and  as  there  is  at  pre- 
sent actually  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United 
States,  one-fifth  more  seamen  than  were  employed 
three  years  ago,  and  a greater  number  than  has 
been  employed  at  any  time  within  the  last  fifteen 
years,  some  difficulty  must  necessarily  exist  in  re- 
cruiting seamen  required  for  immediate  service. 

The  terms  of  service  of  the  seamen  on  the  Paci- 
fic and  Brazilian  stations,  are  about  to  expire. — 
Those  on  the  Pacific  station  have  been  ordered 
home,  but  will  not  probably  arrive,  before  the  mid- 
dle of  January  next.  In  the  mean  time,  the  North 
Carolina  is  ordered  to  that  station,  requiring,  imme- 
diately, a large  number  of  seamen:  and  captain 
John  B.  Nicolson  has  been  selected  to  sail  in  the 
razee  Independence,  to  relieve  the  commander  on 
the  coast  of  Brazil,  who,  when  relieved,  will  re- 
turn with  the  seamen  belonging  to  his  station. — • 
The  Independence  will  require  a large  number  of 
seamen  to  complete  her  crew.  Besides,  it  is  im- 
portant that  each  of  these  ships  should  be  attended 
by  one  or  two  smaller  vessels;  but  this  is  impracti- 
cable in  the  present  state  of  the  service. 

It  will  be  easily  perceived,  therefore,  that  the 
force  wanted  for  the  protection  of  commerce,  ex- 
ceeds the  means  of  supply  which  this  department 
can  immediately  bring  into  operation.  When, 
therefore,  on  the  18th  of  May  last,  it  was  provided 
by  an  amendment  to  the  general  naval  appropria- 
tion bill,  that  the  president  of  the  United  States 
should  be  authorised  to  send  out  a surveying  and 
exploring  expedition  to  the  Pacific  ocean  and  South 
Seas,  I considered  it  impracticable  to  fit  out  this 
expedition  in  a manner  to  meet  the  views  of  con- 
gress, under  eight  or  nine  months,  without  a serious 
injury  to  other  branches  of  the  naval  service. 

The  only  insurmountable  difficulty,  however,  in 
my  opinion,  was  the  recruiting  the  requisite  num- 
ber of  seamen  in  three  or  four  months,  without  in- 
terfering with  arrangements  already  made  for  send 
ing  ships  to  the  Pacific  and  Brazilian  stations,  and 
for  sending  an  additional  force  to  the  West  Indies. 

As,  however,  it  was  your  earnest  wish  that  the 
intentions  of  congress,  in  authorising  this  measure, 
should  be  carried  into  effect  with  the  least  possible 
delay,  and  that  the  expedition  should  be  fitted  out 
upon  the  extensive  and  liberal  scale  which  the  indi- 
cations of  public  opinion  seemed  to  require;  and  as 
the  officer,  captain  Thomas  ap  Catesby  Jones,  se- 
lected for  the  command  of  the  expedition,  gave  as- 
surances that  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  seamen 
could  be  obviated,  by  giving  him  power  to  have 
them  recruited  under  his  immediate  superinten 
dence,  and  for  this  particular  service,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  make  an  extraordinary  effort  to  accom- 
plish these  objects. 

Every  facility  consistent  with  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations of  the  navy,  w'as  afforded  captain  Jones  for 
recruiting  seamen  in  the  manner  he  proposed:  and 
measures  were  immediately  adopted  to  have  one 
frigate  of  the  second  class,  one  store-ship,  two 
barks,  and  one  schooner,  all  which  he  considered  as 
indispensably  necessary  to  the  success  of  the  enter- 
prise, prepared  without  delay.  The  frigate  and 
store-ship,  which  were  on  the  stocks  when  this 
measure  was  adopted,  have  been  finished  and  equip 
ped,  and  are  now  receiving  their  crews;  and  the 
other  three  vessels  have  been  entirely  built  and 


vessels  will  sail  to  Norfolk  to  complete  their  crews, 
take  in  their  stores,  and  to  await  further  orders. 

To  prevent  any  delay  that  might  arise  from  the 
want  of  mathematical,  astronomical  and  philosophi- 
cal instruments,  books,  maps,  charts,  &c.  required 
for  the  expedition,  lieut.  Wilkes  of  the  navy  was 
sent  to  Europe,  and  sailed  from  New  York  on  the 
Sth  of  August  last,  to  make  the  necessary  pur- 
chases, in  which  he  has  been  successful  as  to  the 
greater  part  of  the  articles  wanted.  For  some  in- 
struments, however,  he  has  been  under  the  necessity 
of  waiting  until  they  can  be  manufactured.  His 
return  is  expected  about  the  middle  of  this  month. 

It  is  believed  that  every  proper  exertion  has  been 
made  to  recruit  men  for  this  service,  but  without 
the  anticipated  success;  no  more  than  about  two 
hundred,  according  to  the  returns  received,  being 
as  yet  recruited;  and  as  captain  Jones  requires  five 
hundred  and  eighteen  petty  officers,  seamen,  ordi- 
nary seamen,  boys  and  marines,  together  with 
eighty-five  commissioned  and  warrant  officers,  for 
his  squadron,  it  is  evident  that  a considerable  time 
must  yet  elapse  before  the  expedition  can  be  ready 
for  sea. 

Recruiting  seamen  for  particular  service,  may  be 
attended  with  great  inconvenience,  and  should  not 
be  adopted  but” upon  the  most  urgent  occasion,  such 
as  that  of  the  exploring  expedition  was  conceived 
to  be.  If  the  exigencies  of  the  government  should 
require  of  such  recruits  service  different  from  that 
for  which  they  were  enlisted,  discontent,  and  even 
mutiny,  may  be  apprehended.  Besides,  this  mode 
of  recruiting  cannot  but  interfere  with  the  recruit- 
ing for  the  general  service;  and,  in  the  present  case, 
the  order  to  recruit  for  the  exploring  expedition, 
has  made  it  necessary  to  adopt  the  same  mode  of 
recruiting  for  the  crews  of  the  vessels  about  to  sail 
for  the  Pacific  and  Brazilian  stations. 

Recruiting  for  three  distinct  objects  of  service  at 
the  same  time,  while  the  usual  recruiting  for  the 
general  service  is  continued,  cannot  but  retard  the 
whole,  and  compel  us  to  keep  in  receiving  vessels  a 
much  larger  number  of  recruits,  constantly  dispos- 
ed to  desert,  than  would  be  required  if  recruited  for 
the  general  service  alone. 

Although  the  number  of  recruits  is  small  for  any 
one  of  these  objects,  yet,  in  the  aggregate,  the 
number  is  quite  as  great  as  should  be  expected, 
when  we  consider  the  unusually  great  number  of 
seamen  now  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  great  demand  for  them  in  the  mer- 
chant service. 

Although  the  return  of  the  public  vessels  now  or- 
dered to  "the  United  States,  will,  to  a considerable 
extent,  furnish  men  for  service,  yet,  sending  out  so 
large  a force  as  that  required  for  the  exploring  ex- 
pedition, to  be  detained  for  the  term  of  tnree  years, 
cannot  but  be  felt  as  a serious  inconvenience,  in  fit- 
ting out  the  number  of  vessels  wanted  for  the  im- 
mediate protection  of  commerce. 

As  it  has  been  evident,  for  the  last  three  months, 
that  this  exploring  squadron  could  not  be  ready  for 
sea  before  the  commencement  of  the  approaching 
session  of  congress,  nor  indeed  until  a late  period 
of  the  session,  I have  not  yet  attempted  to  organize 
a scientific  corps  for  the  expedition.  But  from  in- 
quiries made,  I am  happy  to  say,  that  in  most  of 
the  departments  of  science,  we  have  gentlemen 
ready  and  willing  to  embark  in  this  enterprise, 
whose  labors  will  reflect  honor  upon  themselves 
and  upon  the  country. 

From  several  learned  and  philosophical  societies, 
as  well  as  from  distinguished  individuals,  I have 
received  the  most  ample  and  satisfactory  communi- 
cations; embracing  all  the  various  subjects  which 
it  will  be  necessary  to  give  in  charge  to  the  gentle- 
men who  are  to  conduct  the  scientific  researches, 
which  form  the  most  important  objects  of  the  expe- 
dition. 

These  communications,  so  promptly  and  liberally 
furnished,  are  in  the  highest  degree  creditable  to 
their  authors. 

The  scientific  corps  may  be  organized  as  soon  as 
accommodations  can  be  afforded  them  in  the  ves- 
sels of  the  exploring  squadron,  and  those  vessels 
may  leave  their  place  of  rendezvous  at  any  season 
of  the  year  when  prepared  for  sea. 

Under  the  act3  concerning  naval  pensions  and 
the  navy  pension  fund,  there  are,  of 

Widow  pensioners  158 

Invalid  pensioners  303 


Total 

The  annual  amount  to  pay  widows,  is 
“ “ to  pay  invalids,  is 


406 

$34,185 

23,824 

$5S,009 
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The  nominal  value  of  stocks  of  every  description 
belonging  to  the  fund  is  $’1,143,638  84;  of  which 
$641,600  is,  by  direction  of  congress,  vested  in  the 
stock  of  the  United  States  bank;  and  until  the  law 
which  directs  such  investment  shall  be  repealed  or 
altered,  this  department  will  have  no  authority  to 
■withdraw  the  money,  or  make  any  different  invest- 
ment of  it.  If  permitted  to  continue  in  the  United 
States  bank  stock,  it  is  very  probable  that  many 
months  will  elapse  before  any  income  can  be  deriv- 
ed from  this  part  of  the  capital,  and,  in  the  mean- 
time, the  pension  fund  may  sustain  a loss  by  the 
necessity  of  selling  other  stocks  to  meet  the  neces- 
sary disbursements. 

Of  widows  on  the  pension  list,  eighty-nine  have 
been  paid  from  the  day  of  their  husbands’  deaths, 
respectively;  and  sixty-nine  have  been  paid  only 
from  the  30th  day  of  June,  1834,  as  required  by  the 
act  of  congress  of  that  date. 

Under  the  privateer  pension  fund,  the  number  of 
pensioners  is  35. 

The  annual  amount  to  be  paid  them  is  $2,766. 

The  amount  of  stock  (Maryland  five  per  cent.) 
belonging  to  the  fund,  is  $4,667  05. 

From  this  statement  it  is  evident  that  legislative 
provision  must  be  made  for  the  payment  of  these 
pensioners  when  the  fund  shall  be  exhausted,  which 
will  probably  occur  before  the  first  of  January, 
1838. 

I would,  therefore,  respectfully  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  making  a permanent  provision  for  the 
payment  of  these  pensions,  which  by  law  are  grant- 
ed “during  disability,  or  during  life.” 

Of  the  navy  hospital  fund,  the  balance  on  the  1st 
of  October,  1835,  was  $52,878  79 

Payments  to  the  fund  from  the  1st  of 

October,  1835,  to  the  1st  of  October, 

1836  25,340  73 


$78,219  52 

Disbursements  during  the  same  period  2,502  16 
Balance  on  the  1st  of  October,  1836  $75,717  36 


The  necessary  disbursements  of  the  fund,  it  will 
be  seen,  bear  but  a small  proportion  to  the  amount 
of  its  receipts;  and  I therefore  repeat  a recommen- 
dation heretofore  offered,  that  provision  be  made 
by  law  for  investing  this  surplus,  in  some  safe 
stock,  for  the  benefit  of  the  fund.  The  documents 
hereunto  annexed,  marked  and  numbered,  O No.  1, 
to  O No.  5,  P No.  1,  to  P No.  4,  and  Q,  furnish  all 
the  information  respecting  those  funds  required  by 
the  3d  section  of  the  act  of  congress  of  the.,  10th  Qf 
June,  1832. 

I must  beg  leave  to  repeat,  what  I have  hereto- 
fore stated,  that  under  the  act  of  June  30th,  1834, 
the  widows  of  officers,  seamen  and  marines  who 
have  died  in  the  naval  service  since  the  1st  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1824;  or  who  may  die  in  the  said  service  by 
reason  of  disease  contracted,  or  by  casualties,  by 
drowning,  or  otherwise;  or  of  injuries  received 
while  in  the  line  of  duty,  are  entitled  to  pensions 
equal  to  half  the  amount  of  the  pay  to  which  their 
husbands  respectively  were  entitled  at  the  time  of 
their  deaths. 

The  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1835,  “to  regulate 
the  pay  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,”  and 
which  increased  the  pay  of  many  of  the  officers,  is 
silent  as  to  pensions.  A difliculty  arises  in  ascer- 
taining the  proper  amount  of  pension  to  be  allowed 
to  the  widows  of  naval  officers,  whose  pay  has  been 
increased  by  this  act. 

The  pay  of  a captain  in  command  of  a squadron 
on  a foreign  station,  was  increased  to  four  thousand 
dollars  a year;  when  on  other  duty,  to  three  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars,  and  when  olf  duty,  to 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  A correspond- 
ing increase  of  pay  is  made  to  other  officers. 

In  the  case,  for  instance,  of  a captain  dying 
when  in  command  of  a foreign  station,  a question 
arises  whether  his  widow  shall  receive  a pension 
to  the  amount  of  six  hundred  dollars  a year,  to 
which  she  would  be  entitled  if  the  act  increasing 
the  pay  had  not  passed;  or  whether  she  shall  re- 
ceive the  half  of  the  amount  to  which  her  husband 
was  entitled  as  commander  on  a foreign  station,  as 
a captain  on  other  duty,  or  as  a captain  olf  duty. — 
Like  difficulties  occur  with  respect  to  the  widows 
of  other  officers. 

The  necessity  of  an  explanatory  act,  to  obviate 
these  difficulties,  was  respectfully  suggested.  The 
subject  received  the  attention  of  both  houses  of 
congress,  but  no  final  action  was  had  upon  it.  The 
question  remaining  unsettled,  creates  much  embar- 
rassment in  this  department. 

That  the  widow  of  a captain  who  for  years  has 
commanded  on  foreign  stations,  but  has  returned  to 
bis  country,  and  not  on  duty  at  the  time  of  his 


death,  shall  receive  but  little  more  than  half  the 
pension  she  would  be  entitled  to  had  her  husband 
died  a few  weeks  or  days  sooner,  is  evidently  un- 
just. Nor  is  it  just  that  the  widows  of  captains 
who  died  of  wounds  received  in  battle  or  otherwise 
in  the  late  war,  should  receive  pensions  of  but  a 
little  more  than  half  what  might  be  awarded  to  the 
widows  of  captains  dying  since  the  third  of  March, 
1835. 

The  rank  of  the  officer,  it  is  respectfully  sug- 
gested, should  regulate  the  amount  of  pension  to 
the  widow,  rather  than  the  accidental  circumstance 
of  service  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

In  my  last  annual  report,  I stated  that  previously 
to  the  passing  of  the  act  of  the  30th  of  June,  1834, 
for  the  better  organization  of  the  United  States 
marine  corps,  double  rations  had  been  allowed  to 
the  commandant  of  the  corps,  and  to  the  officers 
of  the  same,  commanding  at  the  navy  yards  at 
Portsmouth,  Boston,  N.  York,  Philadelphia,  Wash- 
ington, Norfolk  and  Pensacola;  and  to  the  senior 
marine  officers  in  the  squadrons  in  the  Meditera- 
nean,  the  West  Indies,  the  Brazil  coast,  and  the 
Pacific  ocean,  all  receiving  the  sanction  of  con- 
gress by  their  appropriations.  By  this  act,  the 
officers  of  the  marine  corps  are  to  receive  the  same 
pay,  emoluments  and  allowances  as  are  given  to 
officers  of  similar  grades  in  the  infantry  of  the  army. 

The  act  of  the  16th  of  March,  1802,  fixing  the 
military  peace  establishment  of  the  United  States, 
authorises  allowances  to  the  commanding  office^ 
of  each  separate  post  of  such  additional  number  of 
rations  as  the  president  of  the  United  States  shall 
from  time  to  time  direct. 

These  provisions  of  this  last  act  were  continual 
by  an  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1815,  fixing  the  mi- 
litary peace  establishment. 

The  paymaster  of  the  marine  corps  made  pay- 
ments for  double  rations  to  officers  heretofore  re- 
ceiving the  same,  from  the  first  of  July,  to  the 
30th  of  September,  1834;  but  the  accounting  offi- 
cers of  the  treasury  did  not  think  proper  to  allow 
the  same,  inasmuch  as  the  commands  of  these 
officers  had  never  been  designated  as  separate  sta- 
tions, agreeably  to  the  rule  prescribed  for  the  army. 

This  is  a case  of  difficulty,  which,  it  is  respect- 
fully suggested,  requires  legislative  interposition. 
This  subject  received  the  favorable  consideration, 
but  not  final  action,  of  congress  at  their  last  session. 
It  is  confidently  hoped,  that  the  claims  of  this  corps 
will  receive  the  early  attention  w’hich  their  ne- 
cessities require,  and  to  which  they  are  entitled 
by  their  merits — merits  which  are  much  strength- 
ened by  their  patriotic  conduct,  in  volunteering 
their  services  in  a campaign  against  the  Creek  In- 
dians, in  which  they  have  distinguished  themselves 
by  their  zeal  and  perseverance  in  the  duties  assign- 
ed to  them.  As,  however,  they  have  been  attached 
to  the  army,  while  on  this  campaign,  their  merits 
will  more  appropriately  receive  the  notice  of  the 
war,  than  of  the  navy  department. 

In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  3d  of  March  last,  requiring 
a course  of  experiments  to  be  instituted,  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  efficiency,  and  testing 
the  safety,  of  the  medium  or  light  guns  of  the  navy, 
and  of  comparing  their  effects  with  the  guns  for 
which  they  were  proposed  to  be  substituted,  a 
board  of  commissioners  has  been  appointed,  con- 
sisting of  commodore  Charles  Morris,  commodore 
Daniel  T.  Patterson,  commodore  Thomas  ap  Ca- 
tesby  Jones,  captain  William  B.  Shubrick,  and 
captain  Lawrence  Kerney,  to  make  the  course  of 
experiments  required.  Several  officers  have  been 
detailed  to  co-operate  with  them,  and  very  extensive 
preparations  have  been  made  near  Old  Point  Com- 
fort, to  have  the  experiments  made  in  the  most 
complete  and  satisfactory  manner.  As  soon  as  the 
proper  experiments  can  be  made,  the  results  will 
be  reported  to  the  house  of  representatives. 

By  your  directions  given  under  a resolution  of 
the  senate  of  the  United  States  of  the  24th  of  May 
last,  that  the  executive  be  requested  to  cause  to 
be  made  the  necessary  examinations  and  surveys 
of  the  several  harbors  south  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Chesapeake  bay,  and  a report  of  the  comparative 
facilities  and  advantages  of  the  same,  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a navy  yard,  a board  has  been  con- 
stituted, consisting  of  commodore  M.  T.  Woolsey, 
captain  Alex.  Claxton,  and  master  commandant 
E.  R.  Shubrick,  who  were  sent  out  in  the  brig 
Porpoise,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant  Wm. 
Ramsay,  to  make  the  required  examinations  and 
surveys.  After  having  made  those  examinations 
and  surveys,  the  commissioners  have  returned  to 
New  York.  Their  report  will,  as  soon  as  receiv- 
ed, be  communicated,  as  required  by  the  resolu- 
tion. 

By  your  directions,  also,  a board  has  been  con- 
stituted, consisting  of  commodore  Charles  Stewart, 


commodore  Alexander  J.  Dallas,  and  captain  W, 
C.  Bolton,  aided  by  a competent  engineer,  to  ex- 
amine the  navy  yard  at  Pensacola,  an<f  to  prepare 
plans  for  the  improvement  of  the  same.  Tnese 
commissioners  have  completed  their  examinations 
and  plans,  the  result  of  which  will  be  submitted  to 
you  in  a separate  report  for  your  consideration  and. 
approval. 

Under  the  act  of  the  30th  of  June,  1834,  authoris- 
ing the  secretary  of  the  navy  to  make  experiments 
for  the  safety  ol  the  steam  engine,  and  appropriate 
ing  five  thousand  dollars  for  that  purpose,  the  me- 
morial of  John  C.  F.  Salomon,  presenting  a plan  of 
a steam  boiler,  composed  of  inverted  arches,  which 
he  has  invented,  and  which  he  considers  as  su- 
perior to  the  common  cylindrical  boiler,  was  re- 
ferred to  me  by  the  house  of  representatives. 

On  the  assurance  of  Mr.  Salomon  that  the  sum 
of  four  hundred  dollars  would  be  amply  sufficient 
for  making  all  the  experiments  necessary  for  test- 
ing the  value  of  his  alleged  improvement,  I direct- 
ed that  sum  to  be  expended  in  making  and  prepar- 
ing two  boilers,  under  his  immediate  superintend- 
ence. One  of  a common  cylindrical  boiler,  the 
other  upon  his  plan  of  inverted  arches.  Experi- 
ments were  made  upon  these  boilers  in  February 
last,  near  the  eastern  front  of  the  capitol,  in  the 
presence  of  a large  number  of  the  members  of  con- 
gress and  others,  but  without  any  satisfactory  re- 
sult. 

Mr.  Salomon  requested  me  to  make  further  ex- 
periments upon  these  boilers,  which  I declined, 
but  permitted  him  to  have  the  use  of  the  boilers 
for  making  such  experiments  as  he  might  think 
proper;  so  that,  if  there  is  any  value  in  his  alleged 
improvement,  he  has  the  means  of  showing  it  at 
the  public  expense. 

The  sum  of  $519  75  was  heretofore  expended 
under  this  act  in  testing  Mr.  Phillips’  supposed 
improvement  in  steam  boilers,  as  stated  in  my  last 
report;  which,  added  to  the  sum  expended  on 
Mr.  Salomon’s  supposed  improvement,  amounts  to 
$919  75,  leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of  the  ap- 
propriation of  $4,080  25. 

By  the  statement  marked  W.  hereto  annexed, 
it  will  appear  that  of  the  appropriations  heretofore 
made  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  there 
remains  in  the  treasury  a balance  of  $11,413  58. 

The  necessary  references  to  papers  and  docu- 
ments connected  with  this  report,  will  be  found 
in  a schedule  hereunto  annexed. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

MAHLON  DICKERSON. 


TWENTY-FOURTH  CONGRESS, 

SECOND  SESSION SENATE. 

December  12.  Mr.  Black,  senator  from  Missis- 
sippi; Mr.  Tallmadge,  senator  from  New  York;  and 
Mr.  Webster,  senator  from  Massachusetts,  appeared 
to-day  and  took  their  seats. 

A message,  of  an  executive  character,  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  was  received  by.  the 
hands  of  Andrew  Jackson,  jr.  his  private  secretary. 

Mr.  Ewing,  on  leave,  introduced  the  following 
joint  resolution,  to  rescind  the  treasury  order  of  the 
11th  of  July,  1836,  and  to  prohibit  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  from  designating  what  species  of  funds 
shall  be  received  in  payment  for  the  public  lands; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a second  reading. 
Resolution  to  rescind  the  treasury  order  of  the 
eleventh  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six,  and  to  make  uniform  the  cur- 
rency receivable  for  the  public  revenue. 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives, 
&c.  That  the  treasury  order  of  the  eleventh  day  of 
July,  anno  domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-six,  designating  the  funds  which  should  be 
receivable  in  payment  for  public  lands,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  rescinded. 

Resolved,  also,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  to  delegate  to  any  person, 
or  to  any  corporation,  the  power  of  directing  what 
funds  shall  be  receivable  for  customs,  or  for  the 
public  lands;  nor  shall  he  make  any  discrimination 
in  the  funds  so  receivable,  between  different  indivi- 
duals, or  between  the  different  branches  of  the  pub- 
lic revenue. 

Mr.  Tipton,  on  leave,  also  introduced  a bill,  set- 
ting apart  certain  lands,  w’est  of  the  Mississippi, 
for  the  occupation  and  perpetual  possession  of  the 
Indians.  Read,  and  ordered  to  a second  reading. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr. 
Benton: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  finance  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  abolish- 
ing the  present  copper  coinage  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  substituting  therefor  a coinage  of  mixed  me- 
tal, compounded  of  copper  and  silver,  and  called  in 
the  French  mints  billon;  also,  that  the  said  commit- 
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tee  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  directing  a gold 
coin  ot  the  value  of  one  dollar  to  be  stamped  at  the 
mint  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Benton  called  up  the  resolution  he  had  offer- 
ed on  Thursday  last,  respecting  an  alteration  in  the 
mode  of  printing  the  annual  report  from  the  treasu- 
ry on  commerce  and  manufactures. 

Mr.  Knight  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  word  “resolved,”  and  in- 
serting— 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives. 
That  the  annual  statement  of  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  the  United  States  be  hereafter  print- 
ed under  the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, and  communicated  as  soon  as  possible  after 
the  commencement  of  each  stated  session  of  con- 
gress, and  that  said  statement  be  printed  in  the 
same  form  and  at  the  same  price  as  the  ordinary 
printing  of  the  two  houses  of  congress;  that  the 
same  number  of  copies  as  are  usually  printed  be 
furnished  for  the  purpose  of  binding  and  distribu- 
tion, and  that  five  thousand  additional  copies  be 
equally  distributed  to  the  members  of  the  senate 
and  house  of  representatives. 

Mr.  Benton  said  that,  on  looking  further  into  the 
existing  law  providing  for  the  printing  of  this  docu- 
ment, he  had  become  convinced  that  some  such 
modification  of  the  resolution  was  necessary  as  had 
now  been  proposed.  The  only  objection  he  had  to 
it  related  to  the  five  thousand  additional  copies  to 
be  printed  for  the  senate;  he  thought  this  number 
larger  than  necessary,  and  proposed  that  it  be  re- 
duced to  three  thousand. 

Mr.  Knight  assenting,  the  resolution  was  so  mo- 
dified accordingly,  and  in  this  form  it  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

A message  was  received  from  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, through  Mr.  Franklin,  their  clerk, 
informing  the  senate  that  the  house  had  passed  a 
joint  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a committee 
on  the  library,  and  had  appointed  a committee  on 
their  part.  The  senate  concurred  in  the  resolution. 

The  senate  next,  on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  order  of  Thursday  last,  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  for  a secretary  of  the  senate  in  place 
of  Walter  Lowrie,  esq.  resigned. 

On  the  first  ballot,  Mr.  Asbury  Dickens  received 
20  votes;  hon.  Arnold  Naudain,  late  of  the  senate, 
18;  scattering  3;  21  being  necess'ary  to  a choice. 

On  the  second  ballot,  Mr.  Dickens  received  21; 
Mr.  Naudain  18;  Mr.  Bryan  1;  21  being  necessary 
to  a choice. 

Mr.  Dickens  was  accordingly  declared  to  be  duly 
elected  secretary  of  the  senate. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  chairmen 
of  their  several  standing  committees. 

The  several  elections  resulted  as  follows: 

Mr.  Buchanan,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  fo- 
reign relations,  by  21  votes. 

Mr.  Wright,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  fi- 
nance, by  20  votes. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee on  commerce,  by  20  votes. 

Mr.  Niles,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  manu- 
factures, by  22  votes. 

Mr.  Page,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  agricul- 
ture, by  21  votes. 

Mr.  Benton,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  mili- 
tary affairs,  by  26  votes. 

Mr.  Wall,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  mi- 
litia, by  19  votes. 

Mr.  Rives,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  naval 
affairs,  by  20  votes. 

Mr.  Walker,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  pub- 
lic lands,  by  21  votes. 

Mr.  Linn,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  private 
land  claims,  by  21  votes. 

Mr.  White,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Indian 
affairs,  by  29  votes. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
claims,  by  19  votes. 

Mr.  Brown,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  revo- 
lutionary claims,  by  18  votes. 

Mr.  Grundy,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary,  by  21  votes. 

Mr.  Robinson,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the 
post  office  and  post  roads,  by  22  votes. 

Mr.  Hendricks,  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
roads  and  canals,  by  21  votes. 

Mr.  Tomlinson,  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
pensions,  by  31  votes. 

Mr.  Kent,  chairman  of  the  committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  by  19  votes. 

Mr.  Morris,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  en- 
grossed bills,  by  25  votes. 

The  election  of  the  remaining  members  of  the 
committee  was  deferred  until  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tipton,  of  Indiana,  it  was 
Resolved,  That,  in  memory  of  the  late  hon.  Mr. 
Kinnard,  a member  of  the  house  of  representatives 
from  the  state  of  Indiana,  the  members  of  the  se- 


nate wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  the  space  of 
thirty  days. 

And  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

December  13.  Asbury  Dickens  was  sworn,  and 
entered  on  the  duties  of  secretary  of  the  senate. 

A report  was  received  from  the  secretary  of  the 
navy,  of  the  disbursements  which  had  been  made 
from  the  appropriations  for  that  department,  at  the 
last  session. 

Mr.  Grundy,  pursuant  to  notice,  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  introduce  a bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  to  amend  the  judicial  system,  which  was 
read  and  ordered  to  a second  reading.  [This  bill 
adds  two  associate  justices  to  the  supreme  court, 
and  makes  a new  arrangement  of  the  circuits — Ma- 
ryland and  Delaware  are  constituted  the  fourth  dis- 
trict.] 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Benton, 
on  the  subject  of  a new  mixed  copper  and  silver 
coinage,  and  a gold  dollar  currency,  was  taken  up 
and  agreed  to. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  business, 
being  the  election  of  standing  committees,  when 
the  following  were  elected: 

Foreign  relations — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Tallmadge, 
King  of  Ga.  Clay  and  Rives. 

Finance — Messrs.  Wright,  Webster,  Cuthbert, 
Nicholas  and  Benton. 

Commerce — Messrs.  King,  of  Ala.  Davis,  Linn 
Brown  and  Ruggles. 

* Manufactures — Messrs.  Niles,  Morris,  Black, 
Hubbard  and  Preston. 

Agriculture — Messrs.  Page,  Morris,  Kent,  Mc- 
Kean and  Clay. 

* Military  affairs — Messrs.  Benton,  Preston,  Tipton, 
Wall  and  Ewing,  of  111. 

Militia — Messrs.  Wall,  Hendricks,  Swift,  Ewing, 
of  111. 

Naval  affairs — Messrs.  Rives,  Southard,  Tall- 
madge, Cuthbert  and  Nicholas. 

Public  lands — Messrs.  Walker,  Ewing,  of  Ohio, 
King,  of  Ala,  Ruggles  and  Fulton. 

Private  land  claims — Messrs.  Linn,  Porter,  Bay- 
ard, Preston  and  Sevier. 

Indian  affairs — Messrs.  White,  Swift,  Tipton, 
Linn  and  Sevier. 

Claims — Messrs.  Hubbard,  Tipton,  Prentiss,  Crit- 
tenden and  Ewing,  of  111. 

Revolutionary  claims — Messrs.  Brown,  White, 
Hubbard,  Crittenden  and  Niles. 

* Judiciary — Messrs.  Grundy,  Crittenden,  Morris, 
King,  of  Ga.  and  Wall. 

At  this  stage  of  the  balloting,  the  senate  adjourn- 
ed. 

December  14.  Mr.  Calhoun,  of  S.  C.  appeared 
to-day  in  his  seat. 

After  the  presentation  of  a number  of  petitions 
and  resolutions,  chiefly  of  a private  or  local  charac- 
ter, Mr.  Morris,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  to  pro- 
hibit the  sales  of  public  lands,  except  to  actual 
settlers  and  in  limited  quantities — which  was  read 
and  ordered  to  a second  reading. 

Some  other  preparatory  business  was  next  trans- 
acted, which  will  be  noticed  in  its  progress,  when 
the  chair  presented  a communication  from  the  war 
department,  with  a report  of  the  chief  engineer  and 
colonel  of  ordnance,  on  the  subject  of  fortifications 
and  armories,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  military  affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rives,  that  part  of  the  presi- 
dent’s message  which  relates  to  Mr.  Madison  was 
referred,  together  with  the  documents,  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  library. 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  balloting  for  the 
remaining  members  of  standing  committeds  not  yet 
filled  up,  and  the  result  was  as  follows: 

On  the  post  office  and  post  roads — Messrs.  Robin- 
son, Knight,  Grundy,  Brown  and  Niles. 

On  roads  and  canals— Messrs.  Hendricks,  Mc- 
Kean, Robinson,  Nicholas  and  Page. 

On  pensions — Messrs.  Tomlinson,  Prentiss,  Hub- 
bard, Morris  and  Sevier. 

On  the  District  of  Columbia — Messrs.  Kent,  King, 
of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Buchanan  and  Ni- 
cholas. 

On  engrossed  bills— Messrs.  Morris,  Page  and 
Fulton. 

Joint  committee  on  the  library — Messrs.  Robbins, 
Preston  and  Wall. 

The  joint  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Ewing,  of 
Ohio,  on  the  subject  of  rescinding  the  treasury  or- 
der requiring  specie  in  payment  for  the  public  lands, 
then  coming  up  in  order, 

Mr.  Ewing  addressed  the  senate  at  considerable 
length  in  support  of  the  resolution.  Mr.  Benton 
expressed  his  intention  to  reply  at  length,  but  wish- 
ed further  time  to  obtain  some  official  returns,  and 
other  statements,  which  he  wished  to  employ  in 
his  argument.  Mr.  Webster  adverted  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  subject,  and  the  state  of  the  public 
mind  in  regard  to  it,  and  hoped  an  early  day  would 


be  assigned  to  enter  upon  its  discussion.  He  pro- 
posed Monday  next.  To  which  Mr.  Ewing,  -after 
a few  words  of  reply  to  some  remarks  of  Mr.  Ben- 
ton, assented;  ana  the  resolution  was  accordingly 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next.  The 
joint  resolution  introduced  some  days  ago  by  Mr. 
Benton,  providing  for  the  earlier  preparation  of  the 
annual  report  on  commerce  and  manufactures,  was 
read  a third  time,  and  passed.  When  the  senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  Dec.  12.  The  appointment  of  the  fol- 
lowing committees,  made  by  the  speaker  since  the 
last  adjournment,  was  announced  by  the  journal. 

On  elections — Messrs.  Claiborne,  of  Va.  Griffin, 
Hawkins,  Burns,  Kilgore,  Buchanan,  Maury,  Boyd 
and  Young. 

Of  ways  and  means — Messrs.  Cambrel  eng,  Mc- 
Kim,  Loyall,  Corwin,  Johnson,  of  Tenn.  Smith, 
Lawrence,  Ingersoll  and  Owings. 

On  claims — Messrs.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  For- 
rester, Grennell,  Davis,  Taliaferro,  Chambers,  of 
Ky.  Darlington,  Graham  and  Russell. 

On  commerce — Messrs.  Sutherland,  Pinckney, 
Pearce,  of  Rhode  Island,  Gillett,  Phillips,  Johnson, 
of  Lou.  Ingham,  Cushman  and  McKeon. 

On  public  lands — Messrs.  Boon,  Williams,  of  N. 
C.  Lincoln,  Casey,  Kennon,  Dunlap,  Chapman, 
Harrison,  of  Missouri  and  Yell. 

On  the  post  office  and  post  roads — Messrs.  Con- 
nor, Briggs,  Laporte,  Hall,  of  Vermont,  Cleveland, 
French,  Shields,  Hopkins  and  Kilgore. 

On  the  District  of  Columbia — Messrs.  W.  B. 
Shepard,  Heister,  Bouldin,  Washington,  Lane,  Ro- 
gers, Fairfield,  Moore  and  Claiborne,  of  Mississippi. 

On  the  judiciary — Messrs.  Thomas,  Hardin, 
Pierce,  of  N.  H.  Robertson,  Peyton,  Toucey,  Mar- 
tin, Vanderpool  and  Ripley. 

On  revolutionary  claims — Messrs.  Muhlenberg, 
Crane,  Standefer,  Turrill,  Beaumont,  Craig,  Chapin, 
Underwood  and  Weeks. 

On  public  expenditures — Messrs.  Page,  Clark, 
McLene,  Mason,  of  Maine,  Leonard,  Haley,  White, 
Pierson  and  Chetwood. 

On  private  land  claims — Messrs.  Carr,  Galbraith, 
Patterson,  Chambers,  of  Penn.  May,  Huntsman, 
Lawler,  Slade  and  Garland,  of  La. 

On  manufactures — Messrs.  J.  Q.  Adams,  Denny, 
McComas,  Webster,  G.  Lee,  Granger,  Bynum, 
Fowler  and  AVhittlesey,  of  Con. 

On  agriculture — Messrs.  Bockee,  Bean,  Shinn, 
Deberry,  Bailey,  Logan,  Phelps,  Efl'ner  and  Black. 

On  Indian  affairs — Messrs.  Bell,  McCarty,  Eve- 
rett, Ashley,  Haynes,  Hawes,  Chaney,  Montgomery 
and  Garland  of  Va. 

On  militan/  affairs — Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Ky. 
Ward,  Thompson,  of  Ohio,  Bunch,  McKay,  An- 
thony, Mann,  of  New  York,  Coles  and  Glascock. 

On  the  militia — Messrs.  Glascock,  Henderson, 
Wm.  K.  Fuller,  Wagner,  Calhoun,  of  Mass.  Joshua 
Lee,  of  New  York,  Carter,  Graves  and  Holt. 

On  naval  affairs — Messrs.  Jarvis,  Milligan,  Lan- 
sing, Reed,  Grayson,  Parker,  Wise,  Ash  and  Grant- 
land. 

On  foreign  affairs — Messrs.  Howard,  Cramer, 
Hamer,  Allan,  of  Ky.  Parks,  Cushing,  Jackson,  of 
Geo.  Dromgool  and  Rencher. 

On  the  territories — Messrs.  Patton,  Potts,  Brown, 
Pickens,  Pearce,  of  Md.  Hall,  of  Maine,  Johnson, 
of  Va.  Boyd  and  Miller. 

On  revolutionary  pensions — Messrs.  Wardvvell, 
Lea,  of  Tenn.  Lay,  Jones,  Storer,  Morgan,  Klin- 
gensmith,  Bond  and  Fry. 

On  invalid  pensions — Messrs.  Beal,  Schenck,  Tay- 
lor, Harrison,  of  Penn.  Doubleday,  Hoar,  Howell, 
Jenifer  and  Williams,  of  Ky. 

On  roads  and  canals — Messrs.  Mercer,  Vinton, 
Lucas,  Reynolds,  of  Illinois,  Steel,  Calhoon,  of 
Ky.  Evans,  McKennon  and  Hard. 

[The  following  committees,  appointed  at  the  last 
session,  being  committees  of  the  whole  house,  still 
exist,  viz: 

Committee  on  expenditures  in  the  state  department — 
Messrs.  A.  II.  Shepperd,  Calhoun,  of  Mass.  Hunt, 
Morris  and  Sickles. 

Committee  on  expenditures  in  the  treasury  depart- 
ment— Messrs.  Allen,  of  Vermont,  Harper,  Spang- 
ler, Russell  and  Barton. 

Committee  on  expenditures  in  the  war  department — 
Messrs.  Jones,  of  Ohio,  Johnson,  of  Va.  Love  and 
Ilubley. 

Com  mittee  on  expenditures  in  the  navy  department — 
Messrs.  Hall  of  Maine,  Sloane,  Seymour,  Pettigrew 
and  Mason,  of  New  York. 

Committee  on  expenditures  in  the  post  office  depart- 
ment— Messrs.  Hawes,  Burns,  Childs,  Bailey  and 
Reynolds,  of  New  York. 

Committee  on  expenditures  for  the  public  build- 
ings— Messrs.  Darlington,  Hazletine,  Pearce,  of  R. 
I.  Galbraith  and  Beale. 
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Among  the  petitions  presented  this  day,  was  one 
by  Mr.  Adams,  from  S.  Brainerd  and  eleven  hun- 
dred other  citizens  of  Boston,  praying  for  a repeal 
of  the  duties  on  foreign  coal,  which  ne  moved  be 
referred  to  the  committee  on  manufactures. 

Mr.  Patton,  thought  that,  inasmuch  as  petitions 
of  a similar  import  nad  already  been  referred  to  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  it  would  be  well 
that  this  petition,  also,  should  take  a similar  re- 
ference. 

Mr.  Adams,  said  that  he  considered  these  peti- 
tions, of  which  there  would  probably  be  a great 
number,  as  materially  affecting  the  whole  question 
of  the  tariff,  and,  consequently,  the  whole  manu- 
factures of  the  country.  He  did  not  wish  to  enter 
into  any  debate  on  the  subject  at  this  time,  but  he 
moved  that  the  question  on  the  reference  be  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  Mr. 
Lincoln,  of  Mass,  (who  had  presented  a petition  of 
similar  import,  from  sundry  citizens  of  that  state, 
which  had  been  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means),  rose,  and  proceeded  to  state  that,  if  the 
reference  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr.  Adams),  was  presisted  in,  his 
(Mr.  L’s)  memorial  would  be  placed  in  a very 
awkward  situation.  Mr.  L.  was  goingon  to  examine 
the  propriety  of  the  respective  references  proposed, 
when 

The  speaker  said  that  under  the  45th  rule  of  the 
house,  the  subject  could  not  be  debated  on  the 
same  day  on  which  the  petition  was  presented,  and 
that  it  would  come  up  first  in  the  order  of  business 
to-morrow  morning. 

So  the  subject  was  postponed  accordingly. 

After  the  petitions  and  memorials  presented, 
were  disposed  of  the  following  resolves  were  of- 
fered: 

By  Mr.  Jarvis — Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of 
the  navy  be  directed  to  furnish  this  house  with  the 
names  of  the  officers  of  the  navy  who  have,  during 
the  year  1S36,  received  orders  for  service,  and  who 
have  asked  to  be  excused,  together  with  the  reasons 
offered  by  them  for  such  indulgence.  [Lies  over 
one  day]. 

By  Mr.  Everett — Resolved,  That  the  committee 
on  revolutionary  pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  benefit  of  the 
3d  section  of  the  act  entitled  “an  act  granting  half 
pay  to  widows  or  orphans,  where  their  husbands 
and  fathers  have  died  of  wounds  received  in  the  mi- 
litary service  of  the  United  States,  in  certain  cases, 
and  for  other  purposes,”  to  all  widows  of  revolu- 
tionary pensioners,  so  far  as  to  allow  them  half  the 
pension  to  which  their  husbands  were  entitled. — 
Agreed  to. 

By  Mr.  Gillet — Resolved,  That  the  committee  on 
the  public  lands  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so 
altering  the  laws  relating  to  bounty  lands  as  to  al- 
low those  entitled  to  them  to  locate  on  any  public 
lands  subject  to  entry  or  private  sale,  or  to  receive 
land  scrip  in  lieu  of  bounty  in  land.  Agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambrelcng,  the  annual  report 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  subject  of  the 
finances,  together  with  the  estimates  for  the  year 
1837,  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means. 

Mr.  Childs  offered  a resolution  granting  the  use 
of  the  hall  to  the  American  Colonization  society  on 
the  evening  of  Tuesday  next.  Mr.  C.  asked  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  motion,  which  the  house 
refused  to  order.  And  the  question  having  been 
taken  by  a division,  the  resolution  was  adopted — 
ayes  91,  noes  59. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hard  the  usual  resolution  for 
the  election  of  chaplains  was  adopted. 

The  following  resolution  was  also  presented: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  im- 
mediately abolishing  the  duties  upon  foreign  grain, 
or  bread  stuffs  of  all  kinds. 

Mr.  Reed  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  strik- 
ing out  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  and  in- 
serting the  committee  on  agriculture.  Mr.  Fry 
said  the  question  involved  in  the  resolution  was  a 
plain  matter  of  fact,  and  that,  though  he  had  no 
great  solicitude  as  to  the  reference,  he  thought  the 
one  proposed  by  himself  was  the  most  appropriate. 
Mr.  Reed  thought  that,  as  the  question  was  one 
which  bore  greatly  on  the  interests  of  the  agricul- 
tural community,  he  thought  it  would  be  best  to  re- 
fer it  to  the  committee  having  the  special  care  of 
those  interests. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  vvas  then  taken 
and  carried — ayes  87,  noes  67.  So  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Reed  observed  that  there  existed  no  manner 
of  necessity  that  this  resolution  should  be  referred 
to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  since  every 
body  is  well  aware  that.  the  revenue  is  sufficient, 
and  far  from  requiring  expedients  or  inquiries  relat- 


ing to  an  increase  of  it.  He  also  deemed  it  to  be  a 
desirable  thing  that  importations  from  all  countries 
should  be  made  as  free  as  possible,  and  even  with- 
out duty.  But  (Mr.  It.  observed)  representing  as 
this  house  did  the  interests  of  the  whole  country, 
we  were  bound  to  examine  into  the  subject.  He 
was  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  whole  ques- 
tion should  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  agricul- 
ture, as  being  the  most  appropriate  for  its  conside- 
ration, and  because  the  whole  agricultural  interests 
of  the  country  were  concerned  in  this  question. — 
It  i3  true  (observed  the  honorable  member)  that 
this  is  a year,  it  may  be  almost  said,  of  famine, 
such  as  has  not  been  known  for  twenty  years:  but, 
notwithstanding,  it  must  not  be  lost  sight  of  that 
the  most  important  interests  were  in  direct  opposi- 
tion to  this  proposition.  He  concluded  by  propos- 
ing as  an  amendment  that  the  resolution  be  referred 
to  the  committee  on  agriculture. 

A division  took  place,  when  there  appeared  for 
the  amendment  87,  against  it  58.  So  the  amend- 
ment was  carried. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  proposed  as  an  amendment,  to 
insert  the  words  “also  foreign  coals,  salt  and  iron.” 
“Sugar”  was  also  proposed  to  be  inserted  at  the 
suggestion  of  a member. 

A debate  was  about  to  spring  up  on  this  question, 
when  a motion  was  made  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  to  Monday  next;  which 
motion  was  carried. 

The  presentation  of  resolutions  in  the  order  of 
states  was  then  continued,  of  which  a further  ac- 
count shall  be  given. 

[One  of  these  resolutions,  moved  by  Mr.  Mercer, 
of  Va.  was  in  the  following  terms: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  report  a bill  to  amend  the  13th  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  congress,  enti- 
tled “an  act  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public 
money,”  by  releasing  the  several  states  which  may 
receive  any  part  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the 
United  States,  in  pursuance  of  that  act,  from  any 
obligation  to  return  the  same. 

After  some  brief  discussion,  a motion  was  made 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table;  which  was  decid- 
ed in  the  affirmative — yeas  126,  nays  73.] 

Various  additional  resolutions  were  offered; 

And,  at  3 o’clock,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pinckney, 
the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  13.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Loyall,  the 
house  resolved  it-  elf  into  a committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  in  the 
chair.) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Loyall,  the  several  portions  of 
the  message  were,  as  usual,  referred  to  appropriate 
standing  committees. 

Mr.  Dixon  H.  Lewis  moved  to  refer  to  a select 
committee  that  portion  of  the  message  which  em- 
braces the  topics  of  indemnity  to  citizens  for  Indian 
depredations,  and  compensation  for  individual  pro- 
perty taken  in  Alabama  and  Georgia  for  public  use. 

After  some  conversation,  in  which  Messrs.  Lewis, 
Bell,  Glascock,  Williams,  of  N.  C.  and  others  took 
part,  the  resolution  was  modified  by  striking  out 
the  former  subject,  and  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Underwood  moved  to  refer  so  much  of  the 
message  as  relates  to  an  amendment  of  the  consti- 
tution in  reference  to  the  election  of  president  and 
vice  president,  to  a select  committee  of  nine.  His 
object,  he  said,  was  to  ascertain  whether  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  house  to  act  on  those  topics  at  this 
session. 

After  some  conversation  the  motion  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Carter,  of  Tennessee,  asked  a select  com- 
mittee on  so  much  of  the  message  as  relates  to  the 
compensation  of  the  Tennessee  volunteers  lately  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States  but  at  present  dis- 
banded. 

Mr.  Carter  then  stated  that  these  men  supposing 
themselves  enlisted  for  twelve  months,  had  sold 
their  crops  and  abandoned  their  usual  busihess,  and 
encountered  much  exposure.  If  they  were  not 
suitably  compensatad,  and  without  delay,  the  go- 
vernment might  in  vain  invoke  their  aid  on  any  fu- 
ture emergency. 

After  a little  discussion  the  subject  was  referred 
to  the  committee  on  claims. 

Mr.  Wise  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  president’s  mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  condition  of  the  executive  de- 
artments,  the  ability  and  integrity  with  which  they 
ave  been  conducted,  the  vigilant  and  faithful  dis- 
charge of  the  public  business  in  all  of  them,  and 
the  causes  of  complaint  from  any  quarter,  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  fulfilled  the  objects  of 
their  creation,  be  referred  to  a select  committee,  to 
consist  of  nine  members,  with  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers,  and  with  instructions  to  inquire 
into  the  condition  of  the  various  executive  depart- 
ments, the  ability  and  integrity  with  which  they 
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have  been  conducted,  into  the  manner  in  which  the 
public  business  has  been  discharged  in  all  of  them, 
and  into  all  causes  of  complaint  from  any  quarter 
at  the  manner  said  departments,  or  their  business, 
or  officer,  or  any  of  their  officers,  or  agents  of  any 
description  whatever,  directly  or  indirectly,  con- 
nected with  them  in  any  manner,  officially  or  unof- 
ficially, in  duties  pertaining  to  the  public  interest, 
are  fulfilled,  or  failed  to  accomplish  the  objects  of 
their  creation,  or  have  violated  their  duties,  or  have 
injured  or  impaired  the  public  service  or  interest, 
and  that  said  committee,  in  its  inquiries,  may  refer 
to  such  periods  of  time  as  to  them  may  seem  expe- 
dient and  proper. 

Mr.  Wise  commenced  his  remarks  in  support  of 
the  above  motion,  by  an  illusion  to  the  fact  that 
this  was  the  last  annual  message  of  Andrew  Jack- 
son,  whose  character  and  course  of  life,  from  his 
earliest  youth,  he  proceeded  to  trace,  and  in  glow- 
ing terms  of  commendation  up  to  the  time  of  his 
accession  to  the  presidency.  He  then  noticed  the 
principles  upon  which  general  Jackson  came  into 
office,  as  an  advocate  of  retrenchment  and  econo- 
my, and  a scourge  to  office  holders,  in  consequence 
of  which  he  w as  borne  along  upon  the  flood-tide  of 
prosperity.  He  professed  the  most  pure  and  stoical 
democracy,  and  was  buoyed  up  by  the  affections  of 
his  people.  But  he  found  that  he  had  enemies  to 
punish  and  friends  to  reward.  He  was  beset  with 
servile  tools,  who  inculcated  in  him  the  maxim 
that  “to  the  victors  belong  the  spoils.”  The  pro- 
scription policy  was  established  and  fully  carried 
out,  and  the  people  it  was  contended,  supported 
and  approved  its  course. 

Mr.  Wise  then  passed  to  general  Jackson’s 
course  in  regard  to  the  senate;  to  the  destruction 
of  the  independence  of  congress  by  base  bribes  to 
its  members,  administered  through  executive  ap- 
pointments to  office;  to  the  extravagance  and 
wastefulness  of  the  public  expenditures;  to  the 
seizure  of  the  public  money,  and  the  usurpation  by 
the  president  of  royal  prerogatives — in  all  which  it 
was  claimed  that  the  people  supported  him. 

What  the  last  message  of  a president  to  a people 
thus  constant  and  confiding  ought  to  be,  he  went 
on  to  portray  and  to  put  in  contrast  with  what  the 
message  was.  He  asserted  however  that  the  docu- 
ment did  not  come  from  the  president,  who  had 
ever  since  his  return  been  too  sick  to  write  or  dic- 
tate it.  The  compliment  to  the  ability  and  integrity 
of  the  officers  of  the  department  was,  he  contended, 
gratuitous  and  unfounded.  Complaints  had  been 
made  against  some  of  these  officers  which  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  house  to  investigate.  He  had  there- 
fore submitted  the  resolution.  The  resolution  was 
agreed  to;  86  to  78. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  14.  The  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  a communication  from  the  first  comptroller 
of  the  treasury,  transmitting  a statement  of  unset- 
tled accounts,  or  accounts  on  which  balances  have 
been  due  for  three  years  prior  to  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1836,  on  the  books  of  the  second  auditor 
of  the  treasury. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  E.  Whittlesey,  the  same  was 
laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Loyall,  the  house  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  reported  yester- 
day from  the  committee  of  the  whole,  on  the  state 
of  the  union,  referring  the  various  parts  of  the  pre- 
sident’s message  to  the  appropriate  committees. 

Mr.  A.  Mann  moved  that  the  resolutions  be  read, 
and  that  the  question  be  taken  conjointly  on  all  of 
them,  except  such  as  might  be  excepted  to  by  any 
member;  which  motion  prevailed.  The  resolutions 
were  then  read,  and  the  house  concurred  with  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
except  those  numbered  3,  12  and  15,  which  were 
excepted  on  the  suggestion  of  different  members. 
The  third  resolution  was  read  as  follows: 

3.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  message  as 
relates  to  the  finances  and  every  thing  connected 
therewith,  the  safe  keeping  of  trie  public  moneys 
and  every  thing  connected  therewith,  and  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  including  the  stock  in  that  in- 
stitution, be  referred  to  the  committee  of  wrays  and 
means. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  to  amend  this  resolution  by 
inserting  after  the  words  “as  relates  to  the  finances, 
and  every  thing  connected  therewith,”  the  words 
“except  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  protective 
duties,  and  every  thing  connected  therewith,”  and 
then  to  add  to  the  end  of  the  resolution  the  follow- 
ing words:  “ Resolved , That  so  much  of  the  said 
message  as  relates  to  the  protective  duties,  and  eve- 
ry thing  connected  therewith,  be  referred  to  the 
committee  on  manufactures.” 

This  proposition  gave  rise  to  a discussion  of 
| much  interest,  a report  of  which  we  are  reluctantly 
i compelled  to  postpone  until  next  week.  The  resuit 
) was  that  Mr.  Adams’  motion  was  referred  to  the 
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■committee  on  manufactures,  leaving  the  terms  of  re- 
solution three  otherwise  to  stand  as  they  are. 

The  12th  resolution  which  is  as  follows,  was 
agreed  to. 

12.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  message 
as  relates  to  amending  the  constitution  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  together  with  all  propositions  and  reso- 
lutions submitted  at  the  last  and  present  sessions  of 
congress,  proposing  amendments  to  the  constitu- 
tion, be  referred  to  a select  committee,  to  be  com- 
posed of  nine  members. 

When  the  15th  resolution  was  reached,  being  that 
offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Wise  relating  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  executive  departments,  Mr. 
Pearce,  of  R.  I.  moved  an  adjournment,  which  was 
carried. 

thuksday’s  proceedings. 

In  the  senate — Mr.  Rives  presented  the  crenden- 
tials  of  Richard  E.  Parker,  senator  elect  from  Vir- 
ginia; and  Mr.  Brown  the  credentials  of  Robert 
Strange  a senator  elect  from  North  Carolina. — 
Messrs.  Strange  and  Parker  appeared,  were  quali- 
fied and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Webster  presented  two  petitions  signed  by  a 
great  number  of  persons  praying  for  a reduction  of 
the  duty  on  coal,  and  expressed  an  opinion  that  un- 
less the  duty  on  that  article  was  to  be  considered  a 
part  of  the  general  system  of  protection,  it  ought 
to  be  reduced,  or,  perhaps,  repealed  altogether. — 
The  memorials  were  then  referred  to  the  committee 
on  manufactures. 

A number  of  petitions  were  presented,  among 
them  one  by  Mr.  Davis  from  Richard  D.  Tucker 
and  other  importing  merchants  of  Boston,  praying 
that  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  1832  may  be  re- 
pealed, and  the  system  of  credits  restored  in  the 
collection  of  the  customs  as  provided  lor  by  the 
law  of  1818;  also,  that  the  duties  in  relation  to 

foods  entitled  to  debenture  be  further  modified. — 
leferred  to  the  committee  on  finance. 

Mr.  Fulton  presented  the  following  memorials 
from  the  legislature  of  Arkansas,  viz: 

1 Asking  congress  for  additional  fortifications 
for  the  defence  of  the  southern  states; 

2.  Praying  pre-emption  floats  to  certain  classes 
of  settlers; 

3.  Praying  pre-emption  rights  on  certain  unsur- 
veyed lands  of  the  United  States; 

4.  Praying  that  the  refuse  public  lands  in  Ar- 
kansas might  be  granted  to  settlers  or  to  the  state; 

5.  Praying  the  removal  of  obstructions  to  the  na- 
vigation of  Black,  White  and  Third  rivers,  in  Ar- 
kansas; 

Together  with  several  others,  the  description  of 
which  was  not  distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  Robinson  presented  the  following  resolution, 
and  moved  its  immediate  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office 
and  post  roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
cause  of  the  destruction  by  fire  of  the  building  in 
which  were  kept  the  general  post  office,  the  city 
post  office  and  the  patent  office. 

Mr.  Clay  suggested  whether  it  would  not  be  ex- 
pedient to  invest  the  committee  with  power  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers,  so  far  as  there  might  be  any 
papers  remaining. 

Mr.  Robinson  said  the  idea  of  the  committee  was 
that  the  proposed  committee  of  inquiry  should  pro- 
ceed in  the  duty  assigned  them  till  they  should  find 
it  necessary  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  when 
they  could  readily  ask  and  obtain  the  requisite 
power. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Several  gentlemen  gave  notice  of  their  intention 
to  introduce  bills,  and  a number  of  private  bills 
were  read  a second  time,  when,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Grundy,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  executive  business;  and  when  the  doors  were 
opened  adjourned  to  Monday. 

In  the  house  of  representatives.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Connor,  it  was  *h 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office 
and  post  roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
causes  of  this  morning’s  conflagration  of  the  general 
post  office  building,  and  also  to  inquire  what  losses 
nave  been  sustained  by  the  government,  and  whe- 
ther any  and  if  any,  what  legislation  is  rendered 
necessary  by  such  conflagration. 

After  the  transaction  of  some  business  of  minor  im- 
portance, the  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
15th  of  the  resolutions,  (Mr.  Wise’s)  reported  by  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  13th  inst.  on  the  pre- 
sident’s message.  Mr.  Dvtce  J.  Pierce  was  entiled 
to  the  floor,  arid  addressed  the  house  at  considerable 
length  in  opposition  to  the  resolution.  He  con- 
cluded by  moving  to  amend  the  said  resolution  by 
striking  out  all  after  “resolved,”  in  the  said  resolu- 
tion, and  inserting  the  following:  that  so  much  of 
the  president’s  message  as  is  in  the  following  words, 
lo  wit:  “Before  concluding  this  paper,  I think  it 


due  to  the  various  executive  departments  to  bear  | 
testimony  to  their  presperous  condition,  and  to  the 
ability  with  which  they  have  been  conducted.  It 
has  been  my  aim  to  enforce  in  all  of  them  a vigilant 
and  faithful  discharge  of  the  public  business;  and  it 
is  gratifying  to  me  to  believe  that  there  is  no  just 
cause  of  complaint  from  any  quarter  at  the  manner 
in  which  they  have  fulfilled  the  objects  of  their 
creation” — be  referred  to  a select  committee  of 
nine  members,  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  any 
specific  causes  of  complaint  which  may  be  alleged 
against  the  integrity  of  the  administration  of  any 
of  the  departments  or  their  bureaus,  or  the  vigilance 
and  fidelity  with  which  their  duties  have  been  dis- 
charged, and  that  said  committee  have  power  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers. 

The  subject  was  further  debated  by  Messrs.  Pey- 
ton, Glascock,  Ripley,  A.  Mann  and  Underwood. 

Mr.  Lane  then  moved  that  the  house  adjourn,  but 
yielded  the  floor  to  enable  Mr.  Briggs  to  offer  the 
following  additional  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office 
and  post  roads  be  authorised  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  in  investigating  into  the  causes  of  the  burn- 
ing of  the  post  office  building. 

The  resolution  was  adopted;  and  thereupon,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  A.  Mann,  the  house  adjourned. 

DOMESTIC  CHRONICLE. 

The  Hudson  river  is  greatly  obstructed  with  ice, 
and  the  navigation  to  Albany  is  prosecuted  with 
great  difficulty. 

Public  sale  of  lands  in  Ohio  ceded  by  the  Wyan- 
dots.  A proclamation  of  the  president  has  been 
issued,  directing  the  sale  in  April  next  of  the  tract 
of  land  in  Ohio  which  was  ceded  to  the  U.  States,  by 
the  treaty  of  the  23d  April  last,  with  a band  of  the 
Wyandot  Indians.  By  the  stipulations  of  the  trea- 
ty in  question  the  proceeds  of  these  sales  will  be 
paid  over  to  the  Indians,  and  do  not  go  into  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States.  [Globe. 

Fire  at  Quebec.  There  was  a most  calamitous 
fire  at  Quebec  on  the  24th  ult.  which  destroyed  a 
large  number  of  houses  and  a vast  amount  of  pro- 
perty. It  was  supposed  to  be  the  work  of  an  in- 
cendiary. Another  fire  broke  out  on  the  29th  ult. 
which  threatened  serious  injury — but  two  or  three 
houses  having  been  pulled  down,  its  progress  was 
arrested. 

The  number  of  vessels  which  arrived  at  Quebec 
from  sea,  this  season,  is  1,185,  being  an  increase  of 
53  over  the  last  year,  when  the  total  of  the  arrivals 
amounted  to  1,132.  The  excess  of  tonnage,  for  the 
present  year,  is  also  considerable. 

A praiseworthy  example.  The  underwriters  at 
Philadelphia  have  fitted  out  the  well  known  pilot 
boat  William  Price,  with  pilots,  and  a good  supply 
of  provisions,  for  the  purpose  of  cruizing  off  the 
coast  for  inward  bound  vessels.  She  is  to  cruize 
until  the  10th  of  March  next. 

American  enterprise  in  Egypt.  As  a proof  of  the 
high  estimation  in  which  the  mechanical  genius 
of  our  country  is  held  in  the  dominions  of  the 
pacha,  an  advertisement  is  now  in  course  of  publi- 
cation by  several  of  the  New  York  papers,  requir- 
ing mill  wrights  and  engineers,  “to  fit  up  and 
manage  a steam  rice  mill  in  Egypt;  also  a cotton 
seed  oil  mill.”  The  advertisement  adds — “none 
but  native  Americans,  of  good  character,  SfC.  will  be 
engaged.'” 

The  great  match  race.  The  match,  $'5,000  aside, 
between  Hickory  John  and  Miss  Medley,  was  run 
over  the  Lafayette  course  at  Augusta,  on  the  6th 
inst.  and  won  by  the  former  in  two  heats  with  ease. 
The  time  is  differently  reported.  The  Chronicle 
makes  it  7m.  56s. — 8m.  4s.  and  the  Sentinel  8m. 
lis. — 8m.  4s.  Betting  in  favor  of  Hickory  John  at 
odds.  The  turf  was  wet  and  heavy,  in  consequence 
of  the  rain,  which  fell  considerably  before  and  dur- 
ing the  race. 

Execution  of  Indians.  Colrvibus,  (Geo.)  Dec.  1. 
Six  Creek  Indians  were  hung  in  Gerard,  Alaba- 
ma, on  Friday  last,  convicted  at  the  last  term  of 
Russell  superior  court  for  murder,  &c.  The  Indian 
who  killed  young  Fannin  some  months  ago,  and  a 
chief,  were  included  in  the  number.  The  chief  de- 
clared that  the  others  were  innocent,  but  that  he 
was  guilty  of  the  charges  preferred  against  him;  he, 
however,  acted  in  accordance  with  instructions  giv- 
en him  by  Neah-Emarthla  and  Neah-Micco,  Who 
it  will  be  recollected  have  been  permitted  to  go  un- 
punished, and  are  now  safely  and  quietly  reposing 
in  the  forests  of  Arkansas.  They  met  their  fate 
with  what:  might  be  termed  true  Indian  philosophy, 
having  sung  several  songs  and  given  the  well  known 
“whoop”  before  taking  the  fearful  leap.  We  have 
been  told  by  those  who  witnessed  the  scene,  that  it 
was  one  of  an  affecting  character,  and  well  calcu- 


lated to  draw  forth  the  sympathies  of  the  white 
man  in  behalf  of  those  deluded  and  unhappy  peo- 
ple. 

Mail  lost.  A Charleston,  (S.  C.j  paper  of  the 
30th  ult.  says — We  learn  with  much  regret  that  the 
northern  mail,  due  here  on  Wednesday  last,  con- 
taining, without  doubt,  the  letters  for  this  city, 
brought  by  the  24th  of  Oct.  Liverpool  packet  ship 
Roscoe,  was  lost  in  Dee  Dee  swamp,  and  the  driver 
having  it  in  charge  unfortunately  drowned.  Since 
the  above  was  in  type  we  learn  that  the  mail  has 
been  recovered. 

John  Randolph’s  will.  The  argument  in  this  case 
before  the  court  of  appeals  of  Virginia,  was  closed 
by  John  R.  Cook,  esq.  on  Friday  the  9th  inst.  The 
decision  of  the  court  is  not  expected  for  some  weeks. 

A life  spar  has  been  invented  by  a Mr.  Armstrong 
of  New  York,  which  would  be  of  great  service  in 
case  of  shipwreck.  It  is  twenty  feet  long  and  thir- 
ty six  inches  in  circumference,  of  a cylindrical 
form,  composed  of  the  strongest  twine  duck,  and 
covered  between  its  lining  and  exterior  with  India 
rubber.  It  can  be  inflated  with  ease  and  transport- 
ed with  little  effort,  and  when  placed  in  the  water 
will  support  twenty-five  persons. 

The  stage  robbery,  near  Gcttysburgh.  The  York 
(Pa.)  Republican  states  that  Blumer,  the  young 
man  who  was  arrested  at  that  place,  on  the  charge 
of  robbing  a fellow'  passenger  of  $15,000,  and  taken 
to  Gettysburgh  for  trial,  has  been  discharged  by  the 
court  of  Adams  county,  on  giving  bail  in  the  sum 
of  two  thousand  dollars,  for  his  appearance  at  the 
January  term  of  that  court. 

Ink,  composed  of  sulphate  of  iron  and  an  acid, 
can  be  removed  from  paper  if  placed  between  two 
sheets  of  copper.  The  fact  was  discovered  in  con- 
sequence of  a Hindoo,  at  Calcutta,  having  placed  a 
quantity  of  notes  on  the  bank  of  Bengal  in  a copper 
box,  by  which  the  signatures,  after  a time,  were 
entirely  effaced.  He  demanded  specie  for  them, 
when  the  bank,  in  consequence  of  their  not  having 
signatures,  refused  to  pay  them  on  the  ground  that 
they  were  not  issued  by  the  institution;  but  on  re- 
ferring to  their  record,  snTd  trying  the  effect  of  cop- 
per by  placing  common  writing  between  sheets  of 
that  metal,  they  admitted  they  were  genuine  and 
paid  them  accordingly. 

Honesty  of  the  Indians.  Mr.  Catlin  says,  in  one 
of  his  interesting  letters  lately  published,  that  the 
first  proposition  made  by  the  Indians  in  every  trea- 
ty that  he  had  ever  attended,  was  that  the  govern- 
ment should  pay  the  requisite  sum  of  money'  to  sa- 
tisfy all  their  creditors,  W'ho  were  then  present,  and 
whose  accounts  were  handed  in,  acknowledged  and 
admitted. 

Finances  of  Virginia.  According  to  the  account 
of  the  auditor  transmitted  to  the  general  assembly 
on  the  5th  inst.  the  condition  of  the  finances  was  as 
follows: 

The  balance  in  the  treasury  on  Oct.  1, 

1835  $118,253  07 

Receipts  during  the  year  ending  on 

Sept.  30,  1836  433,614  85 


551, S67  92 

Expenditures  530,895  17 


$20,972  75 

Large  yield.  Mr.  Israel  fingers,  residing  near 
Niles,  Mich,  raised  nearly  half  a bushel  of  potatoes 
from  the  seed  of  a single  potatoe  ball  which  was 
buried  last  winter;  the  largest  potatoe  weighing  a 
pound. 

Price  of  pork.  The  Cincinnati  Evening  Post  of 
the  3d  inst.  says — As  we  predicted,  sellers  have 
given  way,  and  the  market  is  pretty  brisk  at  five 
dollars.  We  think  it  probable  that  it  will  suffer  a 
still  further  decline  to  four  or  four  and  a half. — 
Live  hogs  are  extremely  abundant  in  the  country 
and  the  price  must  come  down. 

We  hail  this  “ retrograde ” in  the  price  of  pork, 
as  an  indication  of  a general  decline  in  the  price  of 
edibles  of  every  description,  which  were  recently 
selling  at  prices  varying  from  one-half  to  one-third, 
demanded  at  this  period  last  year. 

Georgia.  Colonel  J.  C.  Alford  has  been  nomi- 
nated by  the  state  rights  party  of  Georgia,  a candi- 
date for  congress  to  supply  the  vacancy  in  the 
delegation  of  that  state,  occasioned  by  the  resigna- 
tion of  colonel  Towns. 

The  citizens  of  Norfolk  with  great  unanimity 
have  recommended  in  public  meeting  that  the  cor- 
poration of  the  borough  subscribe  $400,000  to  the 
Roanoke,  Danville  and  Junction  rail  road,  and  that 
they  petition  the  legislature  to  sanction  the  same 
by  enactment. 
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$3*We  are  again  compelled  to  give  up  our  pages 
to  documentary  articles,  to  the  exclusion  of  our  usual 
miscellaneous  extracts.  In  a week  or  two  we  will  be 
at  liberty  to  exercise  our  discretion  in  the  selection 
of  the  contents  of  our  pages,  and  until  then  claim 
the  indulgence  of  our  friends. 

Presidential  Election.  It  is  now  settled 
that  the  election  of  a vice  president  will  devolve  on 
the  senate,  Indiana  having  cast  her  electoral  vote 
for  Wm.  II.  Harrison  and  Francis  Granger.  The 
candidates  who  will  be  presented  to  that  bodj  are, 
Francis  Granger  and  Richard  M.  Johnson , from 
whom  a selection  must  be  made  according  to  the 
following  provision  of  the  constitution. 

“The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes 
as  vice  president,  shall  be  vice  president,  if  such 
number  be  a majority  of  the  whole  number  of elec- 
tors appointed;  and  if  no  person  have  a majority, 
then  from  the  two  highest  numbers  on  the  list,  the 
senate  shall  choose  the  vice  president;  a quorum 
for  the  purpose  shall  consist  of  two-thirds  of  the 
whoie  number  of  senators,  and  a majority  of  the 
whole  number  shall  be  necessary  to  a choice.’1 

Post  office  department.  The  “Globe'’  states 
that  “the  business  of  this  department  has  been  re- 
sumed in  the  capacious  buildings  recently  occupied 
by  Mr.  A.  Fuller  as  a hotel. 

The  entrance  to  the  apartment  occupied  by  the 
postmaster  general,  is  the  second  door  west  of  the 
porch  covering  the  main  entrance  to  the  buildings. 

The  “contract  ofiice”  is  approached  by  the  third 
door,  the  “inspection  office”  by  the  fourth,  ani  the 
“appointment  office”  by  the  first. 

The  entrance  to  the  “auditor’s  office”  is  b\  the 
flight  of  stairs  leading  up  to  the  second  story  from 
side  pavement  of  14th  street. 

As  soon  as  the  committees  of  congress  have  finish- 
ed their  investigations  into  the  causes  and  extelt  of 
the  recent  calamity,  we  shall  make  a full  statement 
to  the  public.” 

The  investigation  of  the  facts  connected  with  the 
recent  calamity  is  still  going  on;  but  no  develdpe- 
ments  have  been  made  which  point  with  certainty  to 
the  cause  of  it.  It  is,  however,  generally  supposed  to 
have  originated  from  the  cinders  and  ashes  deposit- 
ed in  the  cellar  by  the  persons  having  charge  of  the 
fires. 

Florida.  Notwithstanding  the  letter  of  cobnel 
Randall,  inserted  in  the  present  sheet,  contains 
much  information  heretofore  published,  it  foms  an 
important  link  in  the  history  of  the  Florid:  war, 
and  is  placed  on  record  for  future  reference. 

It  appears  from  a letter  from  Volusia,  datd  De- 
cember 9,  that  general  Jesup  had  assumed  tb  com- 
mand of  the  army,  that  he  had  issued  an  orer  that 
officers  entitled  to  forage  shall  carry  on  thei horses 
one  bushel  of  corn  each,  besides  other  ntessary 
articles.  The  letter  states,  “our  prisoners  pve  im- 
portant information  relative  to  the  Indians^nd  we 
expect  the  Wahoo  Swamp  to  be  the  scene  f much 
bloody  fighting” — and  further,  “we  man  with 
thirty  days  provisions.” 

The  health  of  governor  Call  is  said  toie  in  a 
very  precarious  state,  and  it  is  said  he  w resign 
the  government  of  Florida.  The  term  of  svice  of 
the  Tennesseean  volunteers  expired  on  till 6th  of 
November,  and  they  had  signified  to  genii  Call 
their  intention  to  go  home.  It  was  thong  that  in 
this  they  were  determined  by  the  dismiss®!'  gen. 
Call  to  whom  they  were  much  attached. 

The  loss  of  the  Indians  in  the  sevenactions 
in  the  Wahoo  Swamp  is  estimated  at  oneundred, 
aed  that  of  the  whites,  25  killed,  and  59  ninded. 

A detachment  of  Florida  volunteers,  usisting 
of  two  companies,  under  the  command  colonel 
Sanches,  had  been  ordered  to  proceed  do:  to  To- 
moka  where  Philip  and  his  band  have  h undis- 
turbed possession  since  the  last  campai:  It  is, 
doubtful,  however,  whether  they  will  iable  to 
elfect  any  thing,  as  the  force  sent  is  small 

Texas.  It  is  said  that  Santa  Ana  haieen  re- 
leased by  the  Texian  government,  and  how  on 
his  way  to  Washington.  According  to  i Texas 
Telegraph,  it  appears  that  president  Houn  sent  a 
message  to  the  senate  apprising  them  ofe  deter- 
mination of  the  executive  to  release  Santina,  and 
leave  him  at  liberty  to  go  to  Washington-n  which 
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measure  he  asked  the  advice  of  that  body.  The 
senate,  after  a warm  debate,  left  the  matter  in  the 
hands  of  the  president,  who  immediately  released 
Santa  Ana. 

The  latter  left  soon  after  for  the  United  States, 
accompanied  by  his  secretary  Almonte,  and  escort- 
ed by  five  cavalry  soldiers  to  the  American  territo- 
ry. The  senate,  surprised  at  this  hurried  procedure, 
then  passed  a resolution  instructing  the  president 
to  explain  to  congress  the  reasons  which  had 
prompted  him  to  release  Santa  Ana.  As  Houston 
enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  army  and  the  people, 
no  opposition  was  shown  at  Columbia  to  the  release 
of  the  prisoner. 

It  is  said  that  colonel  Nunez,  brother-in-law  to 
Santa  Ana — not  nephew — is  charged  with  import- 
ant despatches  from  the  latter  for  the  Mexican  go- 
vernment, and  will  probably  sail  without  delay  for 
Mexico. 

Mexico  is  making  vigorous  preparations  for  ano- 
ther campaign  against  the  Texians,  who  are  also  on 
the  alert,  and  preparing  themselves  for  a determined 
resistance. 

The  military  court  at  Frederick  is  stiil  en- 
gaged in  the  trial  of  gen.  Scott.  Since  our  last, 
gen  Clinch  and  capt.  Drane,  two  important  wit- 
nesses, have  arrived  at  Frederick,  and  gen.  Scott 
has  applied  to  the  court  to  issue  a summons  for 
Francis  P.  Blair,  editor  of  the  “Globe,”  whose  tes- 
timony he  deems  important. 

New  Hampshire  senator.  Franklin  Pierce, 
esquire,  at  present  one  of  the  representatives  from 
New  Hampshire,  ha3  been  elected  a senator  in  con- 
gress from  that  state,  from  the  4th  March  next, 
when  the  term  of  Mr  Page  expires. 

In  nr  ana  senator.  Oliver  II.  Smith  has  been 
elected  a senator  of  the  United  States  from  the  state 
of  Indiana  for  six  years  from  the  4th  March  next, 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  Hendricks  whose  term  of  ser- 
vice will  then  expire, 

• — • 

South  Carolina.  Colonel  P.  M.  Butler  has 
been  elected,  by  the  legislature,  governor  of  this 
state  without  opposition,  and  William  Dubose,  licut. 
governor.  Mr.  McDuffie’s  farewell  address  is  very 
eloquent,  and  manifests  a determination  to  retire  to 
private  life. 

v — * 

Louisiana.  The  returns  from  Natchitoches  and 
Claiborne,  the  two  parishes  not  officially  returned 
in  Louisiana,  have  been  received  at  New  Orleans. 
They  give  an  aggregate  majority  of  15  for  White. 
Mr.  Van  Buren’s  majority  therefore,  would,  had  all 
the  parishes  been  returned,  have  been  225. 

Minister  from  Texas.  The  “Globe”  of 
Tuesday  last  contains  the  following: 

“ The  hon.  Wm.  H.  Wa  rton,  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary from  the  republic  of  Texas,  and  colonel  John 
Wolfe,  his  secretary,  arrived  yesterday,  and  have 
taken  lodgings  at  Gadsby’s  hotel. 

Express  mails.  Sufficient  time  has  not  elaps- 
ed co  say  how  far  these  mails  will  prove  beneficial 
to  the  commercial  community  in  the  speedy  trans- 
portation of  letters,  See.  but  the  articles  of  news 
received  through  them  are  generally  of  the  most 
meager  and  uninteresting  character.  The  “experi- 
ment” will  not  be  an  expensive  one  to  the  govern- 
ment, for  it  is  stated  by  the  “Globe”  that  it  will 
cost  less  than  $5,000  a week,  and  that  that  amount 
will  be  received  in  postage  on  letters. 

Alabama.  The  presidential  electors  of  Alaba- 
ma met  at  Tuscaloosa,  on  the  7th  inst.  and  gave  the 
seven  votes  of  that  state  to  Martin  Van  Buren  for 
president,  and  Richard  M.  Johnson  for  vice  presi- 
dent. 

The  house  of  representatives  have  passed  the  ex- 
punging resolutions  by  a majority  of  about  twenty 
votes.  The  senate  had  not  acted  on  them,  though 
it  was  thought  they  would  pass  that  branch  of  the 
legislature  also. 

Burning  of  the  treasury  department. 
The  circuit  court,  now  in  session  at  Washington,  is 
engaged  in  the  bial  of  Richard.  H.  White,  charged 


with  burning  the  treasury  department  in  1833. 

Much  curious  testimony  has  been  elicited,  which 
will  be  noticed  at  the  conclusion  of  the  trial. 

Banking  capital.  From  a list  of  applications 
to  be  made  to  the  New  York  legislature  at  its  next 
session,  we  learn  that  there  will  be  applications  for 
thirteen  new  banks,  and  applications  for  an  increase 
of  capital  from  two  existing  banks,  making  in  all  an 
aggregate  increase  of  six  million  six  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  of  banking  capital.  There 
are  other  applications  before  noticed  to  the  amount 
of  twenty  millions;  so  that  the  whole  increase  of 
banking  capital  already  notified  as  to  be  asked  from 
the  next  legislature,  will  exceed  twenty-six  millions 
of  dollars. 

Surplus  revenue.  The  disposition  of  Penn- 
sylvania’s portion  of  the  surplus  caused  much  dis- 
cussion and  numerous  propositions  in  the  house  of 
representatives  of  that  state.  Finally  a resolution 
was  passed  agreeing  to  receive  it  and  leaving  its  dis- 
position to  future  legislation. 

In  the  senate  on  the  18th  inst.  Mr.  Toland  offer- 
ed a resolution,  which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, premising  that  the  surplus  to  be  distributed 
will  be  no  longer  required,  arid  instructing  the  de- 
legation in  congress  from  that  state  to  endeavor  to 
obtain  the  passage  of  a law,  vesting  in  the  several 
states  the  absolute  right  and  ownership  of  the  funds 
to  be  distributed  under  the  act  of  congress,  passed 
23d  day  of  June,  1836,  and  to  effect  the  repeal  of 
so  much  of  said  act  as  is  inconsistent  therewith. 

Assistant  surgeons.  Navy  department,  Dee. 
19.  The  following  is  the  order  in  which  the  assist- 
ant surgeons,  who  passed  before  the  late  board  of 
naval  surgeons,  were  reported  to  the  department  in 
point  of  relative  merit,  viz: 

Class  of  1831— Jonathan  M.  Foltz. 

Class  of  1S32 — No.  1.  John  C.  Mercer,  No.  2. 
Samuel  C.  Lawrason,No.  3.  Edward  Gilchrist,  No. 
4.  Lewis  Wolfiey,  No.  5.  Lewis  W.  Minor,  No.  6. 
Robert  M.  Baltzer,  No.  7.  William  John  Powell. 

The  surplus  revenue.  There  are  many  pro- 
jects in  the  different  states  for  the  appropriation  of 
the  sums  they  may  receive  under  the  distribution 
law — but  the  following  from  a correspondent  of  the 
Charleston  (S.  C.)  “Mercury”  is  the  most  quaint 
and  exclusive  we  have  yet  seen:  If,  however,  Mr. 
McDuffie’s  theory  about  the  operation  of  the  tariff 
laws  upon  the  planting  interest  is  correct,  he  must 
admit  the  justice  of  the  proposition. 

“Thegovernorsuggeststothe  legislature  to  depo- 
site  the  whole  amount  due  this  state,  into  the  bank. 
Now  let  me  suggest  first,  that  this  sum  has  been 
advanced  according  to  the  governor’s  theory,  by 
the  planters.  If  so,  they  ought  to  have  the  benefit 
of  it.  It  should  be  loaned  to  planters  by  the  year, 
being  secured  not  by  lands  only,  but  by  negroes,  and 
to  make  that  security  valid,  let  the  bank  make  that 
same  fund  an  insurance  fund,  to  insure  negroes  at 
such  rates  as  would  bring  sufficient  business.  Then 
a planter,  by  assigning  such  a policy,  could  get  a 
loan  to  save  selling  his  negroes.  The  state  is  fast 
becoming  a wilderness;  every  year  negroes  are  leav- 
ing the  state  never  to  return,  and  with  them  the 
most  enterprising  planters.  If  the  legislature  does 
not  take  steps  to  put  a planter  on  as  good  a footing 
as  a factor,  and  let  the  negro  capital  be  an  available 
security  for  borrowing  on  every  year,  will  see  more 
plantations  abandoned,  and  finally  the  whole  low 
country  will  be  abandoned.  Already  our  land  tax 
is  grossly  unequal.  No  planter  but  what  is  tempt- 
ed to  sell  now,  although  negroes  must  advance  every 
year.  But  if  his  money,  refunded  by  the  United 
States,  is  to  be  loaned  only  on  endorsed  notes,  be 
must  pay  a town  endorser  two  and  a half  per  cent, 
and  then  renew  every  sixty  days.  This  he  cannot 
do,  and  so  he  sells  his  negroes,' they  are  carried  to 
the  west,  and  the  state  is  thus  weakened — they  pay 
no  more  taxes  to  South  Carolina.  The  excitement 
about  a rail  road  has  drawn  off  public  attention  from 
the  appalling  fact,  that  this  state  is  daily  losing  its 
agricultural  labor,  and  its  lands  becoming  valueless. 
The  rail  road,  if  ever  it  is  built,  will  pass  over  the 
whole  low  country  and  not  redeem  an  acre.  The 
city  may  become  the  resort  of  strangers  in  the  win- 
ter to  trade,  not  with  the  state  but  through  it.  The 
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drain  of  negroes  is  drawing  off  the  very  life  blood 
of  the  state.  Here  is  a chance  of  saving  it,  by  ap- 
plying the  planter’s  own  money  on  the  security  of 
his  property.  The  very  rise  in  the  value  of  ne- 
groes is  one  cause  which  operates  to  drive  them  off 
to  the  more  productive  west,  and  if  the  attachments 
of  home  are  to  be  balanced  by  the  pressure  of  debt, 
most  men  will  sell  their  negroes,  abandon  their 
lands,  and  with  the  remnant  of  their  estate  become 
tax  paying  citizens  of  other  states.-  The  attention 
of  the  legislature  is  called  to  this  subject— by  one 
who  still  prefers  the  Sea  Shore. 

The  Concord  monument.  The  readers  of  the 
Gazette  will  remember  that  the  rev.  Dr.  Ripley 
gave  a piece  of  land,  on  condition  that,  within  a 
given  time,  on  it  should  be  erected  a monument  in 
commemoration  of  the  first  action  that  was  fought 
in  the  revolutionary  struggle.  For  such  a purpose, 
no  locality  could  be  more  appropriate,  as  the  land 
thus  given  is  the  spot  on  which  the  first  of  the  ene- 
my fell. 

On  Tuesday  last  the  corner  stone  of  the  monu- 
ment was  laid,  on  which  occasion  an  impressive 
and  appropriate  prayer  was  made  by  the  reverend 
donor.  The  monument,  when  finished,  will  be 
creditable  as  well  as  ornamental  to  our  town.  The 
material  is  granite,  the  model  an  obelisk;  its  hight 
will  be  about  25  feet;  the  base,  which  is  square,  is 
a large  block,  5i  feet  broad,  and  about  3 in  height. 
On  the  west  side  of  the  next  block  is  inlaid  a slab 
of  white  Italian  marble,  on  which  is  engraved  the 
following  laconic,  but  modest  and  unassuming  in- 
scription: 

Here 

On  the  19th  of  April, 

1775, 

Was  made 

The  first  forcible  resistance 
To  British  aggression. 

On  the  opposite  bank. 

Stood  the  American  militia. 

Here  stood  the  invading  army, 

And  on  this  spot 
The  first  of  the  enemy  fell 
In  the  war  of  that  revolution 
Which  gave 
Independence 
To  these  United  States. 

In  gratitude  to  God, 

And 

In  the  love  of  freedom. 

This  monument 
Was  erected 
A.  D.  1S36. 

It  is  not  often  such  emotions  of  pleasure  flit 
across  our  bosom,  as  we  felt  on  reading  this  simple, 
and  eloquent  appeal  to  our  piety  and  patriotism, 
and  pardon  us,  gentle  reader,  if  the  recollection  of 
the  sufferings  of  our  countrymen  on  that  memorable 
struggle,  caused  a tear  to  steal  from  our  eyes. 
Matter-of-fact,  as  our  vocation  may  be,  we  trust 
that  none  will  accuse  us  of  being  poetical,  when 
we  say,  that  anticipation  painted  the  time  when 
this  plain  obelisk,  and  this  simple  inscription,  will 
draw  more  pilgrims  to  the  spot  where  the  first  gun 
of  liberty  was  fired,  than  ever  journeyed  to  the  lady 
of  Loretto,  or  any  other  single  shrine  of  monkish 
superstition.  The  minions  of  slavery,  we  admit, 
have  raised  more  splendid  piles  to  commemorate 
the  actions  of  a tyrant;  but,  excuse  our  American 
feelings  that,  although  we  admire  the  triumphs  of 
art  in  those  magnificent  efforts,  yet  we  think  it  bet- 
ter suits  the  genius  of  our  nation,  and  the  spirit  of 
our  republican  institutions,  to  erect  such  tributes  in 
memory  of  our  departed  brave  as  the  Concord  mo- 
nument. [ Concord  Yeoman. 

ORIENTAL  COMPLIMENT. 

Our  readers  doubtless  know  that  a treaty  of 
friendship  and  commerce  was  negotiated,  about 
three  years  ago,  with  the  sultan  of  Muscat,  (a  gen- 
tleman, by  the  way,  and  a liberal  enlightened  mon- 
arch), by  Edmund  Roberts,  esq.  (lately  deceased), 
who  went  out  in  the  Peacock  for  that  purpose. 
The  second  mission  of  Mr.  Roberts,  on  which  he 
was  engaged  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  June 
last,  was  to  carry  out  the  ratification  of  the  treaties 
entered  into  with  the  sultan  of  Muscat  and  the 
king  of  Siam;  and  also,  we  believe,  to  make  another 
effort  to  negotiate  a treaty  with  the  emperor  of 
Cochin-China,  the  first  having  failed  through  the 
absurd  and  vexatiousrequisitions  of  etiquette  insist- 
ed on  by  the  Cochin-Chinese  officers.  The  follow- 
in®-  translation  of  the  letter  written  by  the  sultan  of 
Muscat  to  the  president,  is  a good  specimen  of 
oriental  courtesy  and  compliment.  We  have  ob- 
tained it  from  the  narrative  of  the  mission,  written 
bv  Mr.  Roberts,  and  now  almost  ready  for  publica- 
tion [A.  Y.  Com.  Jldv. 


Translation  of  a letter  from  the  sultan  of  Muscat 
to  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

“IN  THE  NAME  OF  GOD,  AMEN.’ 

‘To  the  most  high  and  mighty  Andrew  Jack- 
son,  president  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
whose  name  shines  with  so  much  splendor  through- 
out the  world.  I pray  most  sincerely  that  on  the 
receipt  of  this  letter  it  may  find  his  highness,  the 
president  of  the  U.  States,  in  high  health,  and  that 
his  happiness  may  be  constantly  on  the  increase. 
On  a most  fortunate  day  and  at  a happy  hour,  I had 
the  honor  to  receive  your  highness’  letter,  every 
word  of  which  is  clear  and  distinct  as  the  sun  at 
noonday,  and  every  letter  shown  forth  as  brilliantly 
as  the  stars  in  the  heavens.  Your  highness’  letter 
was  received  by  your  faithful  and  highly  honorable 
representative  and  ambassador,  Edmund  Roberts, 
who  made  me  supremely  happy  in  explaining  the 
object  of  his  mission,  and  I have  complied  in  every 
respect  with  the  wishes  of  your  honorable  ambassa- 
dor, in  concluding  a treaty  of  friendship  and  com- 
merce between  our  respective  countries,  which  shall 
be  faithfully  observed  by  myself  and  my  suc- 
cessors, as  long  as  the  world  endures.  And  his 
highness  may  depend  that  all  American  vessels  re- 
sorting to  the  ports  within  my  dominions,  shall 
know  no  difference,  in  point  of  good  treatment,  be- 
tween my  country  and  that  of  his  own  most  fortu- 
nate and  happy  country,  where  felicity  ever  dwells. 
I most  firmly  hope  that  his  highness  the  president 
may  ever  consider  me  as  his  firm  and  true  friend, 
and  that  I will  ever  hold  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  very  near  and  dear  to  my  heart,  and  my 
friendship  shall  never  know  any  dimunition,  but 
shall  continue  to  increase  till  time  is  no  more.  I 
offer  most  sincerely  and  truly,  to  his  highness  the 
president  my  entire  and  devoted  services,  to  execute 
any  wishes  the  president  may  have  within  my  do- 
minions, or  within  any  ports  or  places  wherein  I 
possess  the  slightest  influence.  This  is  from  your 
most  beloved  friend,  “SYED  BIN  SULTAN. 

“Written  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  the  moon, 
Jamada  Alawel,  in  the  year  Alhajre,  1249,*  at  the 
royal  palace  in  the  city  of  Muscat. 

“This  letter  is  to  have  the  address  of  being  pre- 
sented to  the  most  high  and  mighty  Andrew  Jack- 
son,  president  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
whose  name  shines  with  so  much  brilliancy  through- 
out the  world.” 


Messrs.  Silsbee,  Newton,  Appleton,  Saltonstall, 
Walker,  Baldwin,  Kendall,  Lee,  Longlv,  Bates, 
Taft,  Morgan  and  Holmes,  were  accordingly  chosen, 
who  voted  for  Daniel  Webster  as  president,  and 
Francis  Granger  as  vice  president. 


INDIANA OFFICIAL. 

Harrison. 

First  district. 


Van  Buren. 


PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTION.  # 

MASSACHUSETTS — OFFICIAL. 

The  governor  and  council  have  examined  the  re- 
turns of  votes  in  the  several  cities  and  towns  in  the 
commonwealth,  for  electors  of  president  and  vice 
president,  and  the  result  is  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes  74,761 

Necessary  to  a choice  37,381 

For  electors  at  large.  » 

Nathaniel  Silsbee  41,099 

Edward  A.  Newton  40,757 

Seth  Whitmarsh  33,297 

Nathan  Wiliis  32,839 

For  distinct  No.  1. 

Samuel  Appleton  41,229 

Caleb  Eddy  33,471 

For  district  No.  2. 

Leaverett  Saltonstall  41,274 

Robert  Rantoul  33,416 

For  district  No.  3. 

Benjamin  Walker  41,274 

Joseph  Kittredge  33,394 

For  district  No.  4. 

Loammi  Baldwin  41,238 

Francis  Tuttle  33,524 

For  district  No.  5- 

Joseph  G.  Kendall  41,104 

Samuel  Taylor  33,528 

For  district  No.  6. 

Samuel  Lee  41,228 

Samuel  C.  Allen  33,505 

For  district  No.  7. 

Thomas  Longley  41,287 

Joseph  Fitch  33,408 

For  district  No.  S. 

Isaac  C.  Bates  40,832 

Harvey  Chapin  33,542 

For  district  No.  9. 

Bezaleel  Taft,  jun.  41,025 

Benjamin  P.  Williams  33,432 

For  district  No.  10. 

Howard  Lothrop  41,928 

Nathan  C.  Brownell  33,068 

For  district  No.  11. 

Charles  W.  Morgan  40,980 

Thomas  Mandell  32,657 

For  district  No.  12. 

Charles  J.  Holmes  40,994 

Jabez  P.  Thompson  32,109 


’Corresponding  to  the  7th  of  October,  1833, 


.xander 

.ms 

Id 


1,0?57 
427 
343 
480 
94 
64 
122 
160 
490 
52 
46 
55 
87 
138 
354 
134 
513 

41,283 
32,772 

8,511 
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Van  Buren. 
106 
651 
108 


Harrison’s  maj. 


Vermillion 

574 

433 

Fountain 

697 

948 

Tippecanoe 

1,244 

1,041 

Carroll 

375 

565 

White 

114 

106 

Park 

824 

534 

Warren 

541 

349 

Montgomery 

1,066 

752 

CliDton 

331 

427 

Second  district. 

Harrison 

747 

456 

Jackson 

439 

307 

Lawrence 

670 

815 

Orange 

483 

664 

Scott 

294 

267 

Floyd 

574 

499 

Washington 

656 

947 

Clark 

893 

978 

Third  district. 

Dearborn 

1,203 

1,282 

Jefferson 

1,172 

664 

Switzerland 

630 

619 

Decatur 

956 

513 

Ripley 

673 

443 

Franklin 

969 

875 

Jennings 

626 

292 

Fourth  district. 

Perry 

392 

114 

Crawford 

196 

166 

Spencer 

171 

179 

Posey 

330 

751  i 

Dubois 

155 

127  | 

Warwick 

157 

380  • 

Pike 

226 

218  : 

Vanderburgh 

269 

130 

Gibson 

496 

425 

Fifth  district. 

Madison 

4S7 

367 

Marion 

1,409 

1,053 

Boon 

464 

421 

Bartholomew 

608 

412 

Hendricks 

731 

360 

Morgan 

666 

543 

Hancock 

366 

293 

Shelby 

688 

675 

Johnson 

438 

559 

Hamilton 

569 

262 

Sixth  district. 

Fayette 

965 

545 

Delaware 

369 

307 

Rush 

1,167 

748 

Randolph 

633 

234 

Henry 

1,304 

712 

Grant 

239 

132 

Union 

700 

56  S 

Wayne 

2,284 

985 

Seventh  district. 

7igo 

963 

289 

luliivan 

203 

583 

laviess 

438 

253 

'.nox 

736 

437 

reene 

366 

389 

tonroe 

424 

704 

ay 

153 

251 

artin 

142 

197 

694 

286 

266 

255 

42 

28 

47 

149 
5-12 

62 

80 

39 

69 

150 
305 

30 

289 


32,772 


Whig. 

28 

380  i 

173 


259 
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Clark 
Coles 
Clinton 
Champaign 
Clay 
Edwards 
Effingham 
Edgar 
Fayette 
Franklin 
Green 
Gallatin 
Hancock 
Iroquois 
Jasper 
Jefferson 
Johnson 
Jackson 
Jo  Davies 
McDonough 
Montgomery 
Macon 
Madison 
Monroe 
Morgan 
Macoupin 
McLean 
Pike 
Perry 
Pope 
.Randolph 
Shelby 
Sangamon 
Schuyler 
St.  Clair 
Tazewell 
Union 
Vermillion 
Wabash 


213 

151 

146 

86 

85 

95 
45 

409 

268 

374 

1,037 

452 

260 

96 
12 

227 

37 

164 

366 

158 

266 

313 

682 

119 

1,720 

486 

427 

366 

127 

85 

411 

333 

903 

490 

551 

356 

251 

465 

101 


190 

ISO 

124 

61 

54 

143 

1 

260 

80 

10 

711 

150 

341 

22 

7 
17 

5 

84 

331 

123 

1*0 

>3 

959 

109 

1,582 

2(9 

4*5 

615 

^5 

1(7 

4(8 

8 

1,4(4 

3^4 

314 

510 

9 

560 

280 


Wayne 

227 

31 

Washington 

123 

15 

Winnebago 

88 

White 

357 

274 

Total 

14,880 

12,255 

12,258 

Majority 

2,625 

LOUISIANA — OFFICIAL. 

Parishes . 

Van  Buren. 

w\ 

Avoyelles 

41 

18] 

Ascension 

159 

5<1 

Assumption 

8-1 

103 

Catahoula 

85 

66 

Carroll 

63 

54 

Concordia- 

4£> 

91 

Claiborne 

not  received. 

East  Feliciana 

296 

1>0 

East  Baton  Rouge 

214 

1/0 

Iberville 

91 

60 

Jefferson 

26 

40 

Lafourche  Interior 

58 

160 

Livingston 

100 

100 

Lafayette 

158 

36 

Natchitoches 

not  receive. 

Orleans 

665 

676 

Ouachita 

129 

99 

Plaquemines 

44 

9 

40 

Point  Coupee 

51 

Rapides 

120 

175 

St.  Bernard 

25 

10 

St.  Charles 

33 

i 

St.  John  the  Baptist 

4 

45 

St.  James 

22 

St.  Helena 

264 

50 

St.  Tammany 

194 

60 

St.  Mary 

63 

152 

St.  Martin 

36 

109 

St.  Landry 

265 

384 

Terrebonne 

50 

95 

West  Baton  Rouge 

28 

80 

West  Feliciana 

153 

98 

Washington 

183 

37 

3,653 

3,383 

Van  Buren  majority 


3,383 

270 
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Van  Buren 

White. 

Pulaski  county 

234 

191 

Hempstead 

110 

83 

Saline 

81 

52 

Lawrence 

82 

31 

Randolph 

138 

17 

Conway 

23 

48 

Independence 

134 

113 

Pope 

93 

46 

Johnson 

107 

40 

Crawford 

109 

119 

Jefferson 

50 

48 

Izard 

87 

15 

Chicot 

43 

51 

White 

17 

29 

Arkansas 

38 

82 

Van  Buren 

19 

9 

St.  Francis 

108 

18 

Washington 

622 

133 

Phillips 

96 

65 

Sevier 

67 

34 

Hot  Spring 

11 

5 

Crittenden 

38 

27 

Monroe 

17 

35 

Jackson 

56 

48 

2,400 

1,238 

Ten  counties  were 

not  heard  from 

when  the 

votes  were  officially  made  up.  Their  vote  is  of 
course  excluded  in  the  above  result. 


AMERICAN  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

A Washington  correspondent  of  the  New  York 
Journal  of  Commerce  furnishes  the  following  notice 
of  the  proceedings  of  this  society,  at  its  recent  an- 
nual meeting: — 

Washington,  Dec.  14/A,  1836. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  American 
Colonization  society  was  held  last  evening,  at 
half  past  seven  o’clock,  in  the  hall  of  representa- 
tives. The  lion.  Henry  Clay  took  the  chair,  and 
called  the  meeting  to  order. 

The  meeting  being  very  thinly  attended,  on  ac- 
count of  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  it  was  pro- 
posed by  some  to  adjourn,  but,  after  some  consul- 
tation, it  was  determined  to  proceed. 

The  rev.  Ralph  R.  Gurley,  secretary  of  the  socie- 
ty, read  the  annual  report,  giving  a detail  of  the 
operations  of  the  society  for  the  last  year.  The  re- 
port presents  a most  encouraging  view  of  the  con- 
dition and  prosper  of  the  colony.  In  health,  tem- 
perance, industry  and  happiness,  it  is  on  a footing 
of  equality  with  any  other  settlement  on  the  face  of 
the  earth.  It  seems  to  require  nothing  but  agricul- 
tural improvement,  and  the  establishment  of  schools, 
to  bring  the  people  to  a high  state  of  civilization, 
prosperity  and  importance.  The  accounts  from 
the  intelligent  agent  of  the  Maryland  colony  repre- 
sent the  settlers  as  moral  and  happy.  No  reasona- 
ble man,  says  one  account,  could  desire  greater 
facilities  for  living  than  are  here  open  to  all.  The 
articles  of  foreign  demand  spring  up  simultaneously 
in  their  hills  and  valleys.  The  coffee  tree  flourishes 
luxuriantly,  and  produces  fruit  after  three  years. — 
All  that  is  necessary  for  a settler  to  do,  is  to  plant 
20,000  coffee  trees;  and  in  three  years  he  will  have 
a good  income. 

The  report  mentions  one  fact  of  great  importance 
in  reference  to  the  slave  trade,  from  which  it  ap- 
pears that  this  opprobrium  of  Christendom  is  about 
to  be  blotted  out.  A treaty  has  been  concluded  be- 
tween England,  France  and  Spain,  conceding,  each 
to  each,  a mutual  right  of  search,  with  a view  to 
the  total  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  carried  on 
under  the  Spanish  flag.  This  alliance  had  hereto- 
fore been  confined  to  England  and  France.  The  ac- 
cession of  Spain  to  the  league  will  secure  the  sup- 
pression of  the  nefarious  traffic,  which  has  constantly 
been  carried  on  between  Cuba  and  Africa.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  United  States  was  solicited  to  join 
the  league,  but  declined  it,  on  the  ground  that  they 
would  thereby  yield  the  right  of  search,  which  right 
of  search  was  so  liable  to  abuse,  as  we  had  experi- 
enced. The  report  expresses  the  hope  that  the 
United  States,  which  was  the  first  nation  to  de- 
nounce the  traffic,  and  to  declare  it  piracy,  would 
accede  to  the  proposition  of  granting  a mutual  right 
of  search,  under  such  guards  as  would  secure  it 
from  abuse,  as  the  most  efficient  means  of  suppress- 
ing the  traffic. 

The  report  also  mentions  that  the  Liberia  colo- 
nists had  expelled  the  trade  from  a coast  of  300 
miles  in  extent. 

The  finances  of  the  society  are  small  in  reference 
to  its  objects,  but  are  increasing.  The  receipts, 
during  the  past  year,  were  $16,157,  and  the  expen- 
ditures about  $35,000.  The  amount  of  the  receipts 
is  less  than  that  of  the  preceding  year,  for  the  rea- 
son that  in  that  year  $10,000  were  raised  by  issuing 
the  society’s  stock,  and  over  $4,000  more  received 
from  the  government  for  the  transportation  to  Afri- 
ca of  recaptured  Africans.  But  the  amount  receiv- 
ed from  donations  and  auxiliary  societies  was  never 
so  great  as  during  the  present  year.  The  debt  of 
the  society  has  not  been  sensibly  diminished,  but 
hopes  are  entertained  that  the  legacies  recently 
left  to  the  society  will  be  fully  adequate  to  the  ex- 
tinction of  the  debt.  It  is  also  expected  that  the 
agricultural  prosperity  of  the  colony  will  soon  ren- 
der any  aid  from  the  society  unnecessary. 

In  the  states  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  the  socie- 
ty is  in  greater  favor  than  it  ever  was  at  any  former 
period  of  its  existence.  It  is  believed  that  a ma- 


ijority  of  the  intelligent  citizens  of  the  former  state 
j are  in  favor  of  an  appropriation  of  money,  bv  the 
state,  for  the  objects  of  tne  association.  In  Ken- 
tucky, also,  at  several  large  public  meetings,  it  was 
resolved  that  the  objects  of  the  institution  are  wor- 
thy of  the  patronage  and  support  of  the  national  and 
state  government. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  accepted,  approved 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Proudfit  submitted  a resolution  de- 
claring that  the  society  (or  the  colonization  of  the 
free  people  o(  color,  in  Africa,  with  their  own  con- 
sent, is  entitled  to  an  honorable  rank  among  the  be- 
nevolent institutions  of  our  land  and  age,  and  that 
the  success  which  has  attended  the  efforts  of  its 
friends,  ought  to  encourage  them  to  persevere.  The 
reverend  mover  spoke  at  some  length  in  illustration 
of  his  views,  as  stated  in  the  resolution. 

Dr.  Reese  offered  a resolution  declaring  that  the 
present  prosperity  of  the  settlements  on  the  Afri- 
can coast,  afforded  a practical  refutation  of  the  cal- 
umny of  its  enemies,  &c. 

This  gentleman  spoke  with  much  animation,  in 
regard  to  the  condition  of  the  colony,  and  particular- 
ly in  reference  to  its  health,  temperance  and  indus- 
try. 

The  hon.  Mr.  Grennell  remarked  that  most  of 
the  donations  received  during  the  year  by  the  so- 
ciety, were  the  results  of  collections  made  on  the 
Sabbath  preceding  or  near  the  fourth  of  July.  He 
therefore  begged  leave  to  submit  a resolution  ex- 
pressive of  the  thanks  of  the  society  to  the  minis- 
ters of  the  gospel  who  had  aided  it  by  affording  fa- 
cilities for  such  collections,  and  respectfully  request- 
ing them  to  continue  the  practice. 

Mr.  G.  supported  the  resolution  with  some  very 
judicious  remarks. 

Z.  Collins  Lee,  esq.  submitted  a resolution  decla- 
ratory of  the  expediency  of  applying  to  the  federal 
and  state  legislatures  for  aid  in  the  promotion  of  the 
objects  of  the  society,  and,  thereupon,  he  spoke  at 
some  length,  and  in  an  able  and  interesting  manner. 

The  rev.  Dr.  Hill,  (of  Alexandria),  offered  a re- 
solution stating  that  the  society  looked  with  interest 
and  gratification  upon  the  formation  of  an  associa- 
tion of  young  men  in  the  city  of  New  York  for  the 
purpose  of  endowing  a seminary  of  education  in 
Liberia.  Dr.  Hill  spoke  briefly  on  the  subject  in- 
dicated in  the  resolution. 

The  rev.  Mr.  Andrews  and  rev.  Dr.  Laurie  also 
offered  resolutions  which  the  writer  did  not  distinct- 
ly hear  read. 

George  IV.  P.  Custis,  esq.  delivered  a most  elo- 
quent and  appropriate  eulogy  on  the  deceased  vice 
president  of  the  society,  the  rev.  bishop  White,  and 
Robert  Ralston,  esq. 

The  utmost  harmony  prevailed  at  the  meeting. 
The  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted,  and,  at 
half  past  ten  o’clock,  the  meeting,  on  motion- of 
Mr.  Gurley,  adjourned,  to  reassemble  this  evening 
at  the  rev.  Mr.  Post’s  church. 


THE  TREASURY  ORDER— REMARKS  OF 
MR.  EWING. 

In  the  senate  on  the  14th,  the  following  offered 
by  Mr.  Ewing  was  taken  up,  on  its  second  reading. 
Resolution  to  rescind  the  treasury  order  of  the 
eleventh  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-six,  and  to  make  uniform  the  currency 
receivable  for  the  public  revenue. 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives, 
kc.  That  the  treasury  order  of  the  eleventh  day  of 
July,  annodomini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-six,  designating  the  funds  which  should  be 
receivable  in  payment  for  public  lands,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  rescinded. 

Resolved.,  also,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  to  delegate  to  any  person, 
or  to  any  corporation,  the  power  of  directing  what 
funds  shall  be  receivable  for  customs,  or  for  the 
public  lands;  nor  shall  he  make  any  discrimination 
in  the  funds  so  receivable,  between  different  indi- 
viduals, or  between  the  different  branches  of  the 
public  revenue. 

Mr.  Ewing  then  addressed  the  senate  in  expla- 
nation of  his  reasons  for  offering  the  resolution. 

He  stated  that  he  did  not  think  that  the  objects 
which  hac  been  avowed  as  those  for  which  the  cir- 
cular had  been  issued,  wx-rc  the  only  or  the  leading 
objects.  He  then  took  a view  of  the  condition  of 
things  previous  to  and  during  the  last  session  of 
congress.  It  was  foreseen  before  congress  met  that 
there  would  be  a struggle  to  obtain  some  legislative 
measures  for  the  purpose  of  checking  the  accumu- 
lation of  the  public  money  in  the  hands  of  the  ex- 
ecutive. When  the  bill  for  the  distribution  of  the 
surplus  revenue  was  brought  forward,  it  was  met 
constantly  by  the  most  positive  assertion,  that  there 
would  be  no  surplus  revenue.  This  was  repeated 
as  long  as  it  could  be  with  any  prospect  of  success; 
but  when  it  was  found  that  the  public  money  was 
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coming  in  so  fast  that  such  statements  could  be  no 
longer  sustained,  it  was  then  declared  that  the  whole 
of  the  surplus  would  be  required  for  the  necessities 
of  the  country.  In  the  report  made  by  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  on  the  6th  of  December  1835, 
the  erroneous  estimate  of  the  amount  of  revenue 
which  would  be  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of  Janua- 
ry next,  was  sent  forth,  in  which  the  secretary  un- 
der-estimated the  amount  by  many  millions,  although 
all  the  receipts  of  that  year  were  nearly  all  come 
in  at  the  time  when  he  issued  the  statement.  A 
mistake  of  a couple  of  millions  might  have  been 
attributed  to  mistake,  but  such  a misstatement  at 
the  time,  when  the  president  must  have  been  in  pos- 
session of  the  facts,  could  scarcely  be  attributed  to 
inadvertence. 

Mr.  Ewing  went  on  to  refer  to  a speech  made 
by  himself,  in  which  he  stated  the  evils  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  the  irresistible  influx  of  money  into 
the  treasury:  when  he  was  met  with  declarations 
that  we  should  want  all  our  means  to  sustain  us 
through  an  expected  war  with  France;  that  we 
were  to  look  for  a French  squadron  battering  down 
the  walls  of  the  capital,  and  to  defend  us,  in  these 
dangerous  contingencies,  we  should  require  large 
expenditures  in  the  erection  ot  fortifications:  we 
were  further  told  that  the  contest  with  the  Semi- 
noles  in  Florida  would  spread  into  an  Indian  war 
alono-  the  whole  of  our  western  frontier,  and  that 
we  must  expend  liberally  to  build  forts  in  the  west. 
Heavy  appropriations  had  been  made  for  fortifica- 
tions, heavier  than  had  ever  before  been  made  in 
time  of  peace.  Still  there  remained  a large  surplus 
in  the  treasury.  When  every  other  expedient  fail- 
ed, only  seven  days  after  the  adjournment  of  con- 
gress, this  treasury  circular  was  issued.  It  was  not 
issued  by  the  advice  of  congress,  but  was  sent  abroad 
in  seven  days  after  the  adjournment,  as  soon  as  gen- 
tlemen were  out  of  the  city,  changing  the  charac- 
ter of  the  funds  to  be  derived  from  this,  one  of  the 
greatest  sources  of  our  revenue. 

Attempts  had  been  made  to  make  the  people  be- 
lieve that  the  mischiefs  which  had  resulted  from  the 
treasury  circular,  are  in  truth  attributable  to  the  dis- 
tribution bill.  These  attempts  however  had  not 
been  successful.  The  true  source  of  the  evil  was 
well  understood;  and  was  doubtless  foreseen  by 
those  who  advised  the  order  to  be  issued.  There 
were  doubtless  other  interests  which  influenced  the 
the  issuing  the  order  which  were  not  generally 
known.  It  was  not  the  act  of  any  single  in- 
dividual, but  was  advised  by  many.  One  of  the  ef- 
fects of  the  order  was  to  limit  the  sales  of  public 
lands  and  to  raise  their  prices,  and  it  had  operated 
in  favor  of  those  speculators  who  had  borrowed  mo- 
ney from  the  deposite  banks,  and  also  in  favor  of 
the  deposite  banks  themselves.  This  he  had  no 
doubt  was  one  of  the  objects  contemplated  to  be 
effected  by  the  order.  Another  object  was  this:  It 
was  known  that  some  of  the  deposite  banks  would 
not  be  able  to  pay  over  the  moneys  belonging  to  the 
public.  It  had  been  said  on  this  floor  that  the  dis- 
tribution bill  would  break  many  of  these  banks. — 
This  idea  would  have  theeifect  of  collecting  specie 
in  the  land  offices,  and  this  could  be  distributed 
among  these  particular  hanks  for  the  purpose  of 
sustaining  them,  through  the  process  of  paying 
over  the  public  money  to  the  states.  It  had  been 
said  that  this  order  would  prevent  the  over  issues  of 
banks.  He  replied  to  this  that  there  were  no  over- 
issues except  by  the  deposite  banks,  and  these  would 
not  be  effected  by  this  order.  These  banks  had 
made  great  loans  to  speculators,  and  the  effect  of 
the  order  would  be  to  accumulate  specie  to  relieve 
them  from  the  effect  of  their  improvident  loans. — 
He  took  views  in  exlenso  of  the  condition  of  the 
western  banks  which  had  increased  their  issues,  of 
late  years,  as  called  for  by  the  increasing  commerce 
of  that  part  of  the  country;  but  there  had  been  no 
over-issues.  As  soon  as  this  order  was  issued,  these 
banks  had  closed  their  doors  against  all  who  wish- 
ed to  borrow,  and  had  been  compelled  to  push  their 
debtors.  Thus  the  whole  commerce  of  the  west 
had  been  crippled.  He  expatiated  at  length  on  these 
points. 

Mr.  Benton,  after  a brief  reference!  to  some  of 
the  topics  of  Mr.  Ewing’s  remarks,  (not  heard  with 
sufficient  distinctness  by  the  reported,  said  that 
some  time  would  be  requisite  for  a reply  at  large 
to  the  senator  from  Ohio.  He  would  now  say  that 
he  concurred  with  him  in  his  construction  of  the 
law  in  relation  to  the  deposites  remaining  in  the 
treasury.  Buthe  denied  that  any  one'had  said,  at 
the  last  session,  that  there  would  be  no  surplus  re- 
maining in  the  treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year.  As- 
sertions in  any  way  like  this  were  always  made 
with  some  qualification.  It  is  now  declared,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  there  is  a large  surplus.  But  the 
president’s  message  shows  that  fifteen  or  sixteen 
millions  of  that  surplus  is  already  appropriated,  and 
continues  in  the  treasury  because  it  could  not  be 


used.  That  such  would  be  the  fact,  Mr.  B.  had 
repeated  so  often  in  the  course  of  the  last  summer, 
that  the  walls  of  the  senate  chamber,  if  they  could 
speak,  would  utter  it.  Every  appropriation  had 
been  kept  off,  till  it  was  known  all  round  that  it 
could  not  be  used;  and,  accordingly,  there  now'  re- 
mained fifteen  or  sixteen  millions  unexpended. — 
The  whole  organization  of  the  senate  committees 
was  such  as  to  oppose  appropriations  and  favor  a 
surplus.  Congress  sat  till  July,  when  half  the  year 
was  gone.  Suppose  they  had  continued  in  session 
till  October,  there  would  then  have  been  a surplus  of 
$20,000,000;  and  if  they  had  sat  till  this  time,  the 
whole  revenue  would  still  have  been  surplus,  and 
there  would  have  been  double  the  amount  to  distri- 
bute that  we  have  now  got. 

Do  you  see,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.  these  few  and  slen- 
der leaves?  They  contain  every  act  of  the  last 
session  up  to  the  second  of  March;  and  they  are 
nearly  all  private  acts,  sent  up  here  by  the  industry 
of  one  member  of  the  other  house.  Every  appro- 
priation of  any  moment  was  put  off  to  the  end  of 
the  session.  If  the  appropriations  had  Deen  made 
in  time,  there  would  have  been  no  more  surplus 
than  often  before.  If  it  had  not  been  for  the  orga- 
nization of  the  chamber  against  appropriations  and 
in  favor  of  a surplus,  the  surplus  now  would  have 
been  many  millions  below  what  it  is.  We  have 
often  had  a surplus  to  the  amount  of  fifteen,  sixteen 
and  seventeen  millions.  If  the  appropriations  of 
the  last  session  had  been  made  in  time,  and  if  many 
had  not  been  even  given  up  for  the  want  of  time  to 
expend  them,  there  would  have  been  no  surplus 
now. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  only  intended  now  to  state 
some  points  on  which  he  concurred  with  the  sena- 
tor from  Ohio,  and  to  say  what  he  thought  of  the 
construction  which  he  (Mr.  E.)  had  given  to  the 
deposite  law.  He  had  shown  that  the  surplus  is 
not  a surplus  in  the  ordinary  import  of  the  term, 
but  a surplus  created  by  congress  itself.  He  wish- 
ed now  that  some  such  disposition  should  be  made 
of  the  resolution  of  Mr.  E.  as  would  permit  bills 
now,  and  soon  to  be,  in  progress  to  go  on,  without 
blocking  them  up.  It  might  either  be  laid  on  the 
table,  or  be  made  the  order  of  some  day  sufficient- 
ly distant  to  give  him  time  to  prepare  for  a reply  to 
the  senator  from  Ohio.  He  was  about  to  move  the 
former,  when 

Mr.  Webster  expressed  his  assent  to  a postpone- 
ment of  the  discussion,  but  hoped  it  would  not  ex- 
tend beyond  the  residue  of  the  week.  He  knew  of 
no  subject  more  important,  or  in  which  the  public 
mind  seemed  at  this  moment  to  take  a deeper  in- 
terest. The  condition  of  the  country  in  reference 
to  the  currency  was  admitted  on  all  hands  to  be  j 
greatly  deranged.  A state  of  tilings,  indeed,  exist- 
ed which  was  anomalous  and  unprecedented;  for 
while  the  price  of  all  sorts  of  commodities  was  un- 
usually high,  there  existed,  at  the  same  moment,  a 
scarcity  oi  money.  Such  a state  of  the  pecuniary 
interests  of  the  country  called  for  investigation,  and 
demanded  the  prompt  attention  of  congress.  He 
concluded  by  expressing  a hope  that  Monday  might 
be  fixed  upon  for  the  further  consideration  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  Ewing  had  no  objection  to  such  an  arrange- 
ment, though  he  was  opposed  to  any  unnecessary 
delay.  He  said  a few  words  in  reply  to  some  of 
the  remarks  which  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Benton, 
disclaiming  all  agency  in  retarding  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  purpose  of  creating  a surplus,  &c.  but 
reserved  himself  for  the  fuller  discussion  of  the  sub- 
ject. 

The  resolution  was  then  postponed  to  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday. 

INTERESTING  FROM  FLORIDA. 

From  the  Charleston  Courier  of  the  5th  instant. 

Col.  Randall,  late  adjutant  and  inspector  general 
of  the  army  in  Florida,  but  who  retires  from  his 
command  on  the  near  approach  of  the  session  of  the 
court  of  appeals  of  Florida,  arrived  in  this  city  this 
morning  in  the  steam  packet  Dolphin,  from  St.  Au- 
gustine, to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  following 
interesting  particulars  of  the  movements  of  the  ar- 
my in  that  territory. 

Col.  Randall  is  the  bearer  of  despatches  from 
gov.  Call  to  the  department  at  Washington. 

Friday,  November  11th,  the  army,  composed  of 
the  Tennessee  brigade  about  950  strong,  of  about 
350  regular  troops,  200  Floridians,  and  the  regiment 
of  Creek  volunteers  of  about  COO  warriors,  marched 
from  Fort  Drane  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  On  the 
12th  the  army  encamped  within  three  ipiles  of  the 
Wythlacoochee,  and  opposite  the  point  where  the 
passage  of  the  river  was  attempted  on  the  15th  of 
the  preceding  month.  Preparations  were  made  for 
forcing  a passage  on  the  following  morning. 

On  The  next  day,  (13th)  the  Tennessee  volun- 
teers applied  for  men,  on  the  point  of  obtaining  the 


honor  of  forcing  the  passage  of  the  stream  at  the 
point,  when  a month  before  the  high  waters  had 
baffled  their  attempt,  when  it  being  reported  that 
the  enemy  had  retired,  they  were  detached  to  march 
and  attack  the  Negrotown  to  the  left,  w here  also  an 
ineffectual  effort  had  been  the  month  before  made 
to  cross,  which  had  been  prevented  by  the  same 
cause. 

The  regiment  of  Creek  volunteers  then  supported 
by  the  greater  part  of  tile  regular  troops,  the  whole 
under  the  command  of  col.  fierce,  crossed  the  river 
with  no  opposition  from  the  enemy,  but  an  immense 
danger  and  peril  from  the  intrinsic  difficulties  of  the 
passage,  the  river,  although  about  four  feet  lower 
than  on  the  former  visit  of  the  army,  presented  still 
a most  formidable  and  dangerous  obstacle.  It  was 
about  220  yards  wide,  deep  at  all  points  and  swim- 
mhg  for  about  50  yards,  with  a dense  swamp  on 
eitier  bank.  Four  of  the  regular  troops  were 
drowned  in  effecting  its  passage. 

On  a report  that  trails  of  the  enemy  were  disco- 
vered on  the  opposite  bank,  the  commander-in-chief 
enssed  the  river  with  the  mounted  men  under  cora- 
mind  of  col.  Warren.  No  enemy,  however,  was 
foind;  the  cove  had  been  deserted  for  some  days  by 
th:  hostile  Indians,  whose  trails  were  discovered 
leiding  into  Ochlawaba  and  the  Wahoo  Swamp;  no 
appearance  of  recent  habitation  or  cultivation  was 
visible. 

The  left  division,  under  gen.  Armstrong, encoun- 
tered no  opposition  from  the  enemy  in  crossing  the 
cieek  to  the  Negrotown. 

The  creek  was  deep  enough  to  swim  their  horses 
—Col.  Trawdsdale’s  regiment  crossed  it,  burnt  two 
well  built  negro  or  Indian  towns  on  the  opposite 
sile;  after  which  the  brigade  retreated  to  the  camp 
mar  the  river.  From  the  report  of  an  old  and  in- 
fi'm  negro,  left  at  this  place  by  the  enemy,  it  was 
ascertained  that  they  had  fled  for  the  Wahoo  Swamp 
oil  the  approach  of  our  army,  carrying  with  them 
all  Iheir  property  and  corn.  From  the  same  source 
we  learnt  that,  at  the  previous  affairs  of  the  13th 
October,  at  the  river  and  the  creek,  the  loss  of  the 
enemy  had  been  at  the  first  13,  and  at  the  last  33 
Lillert. 

Dispositions  were  then  made  to  pursue  the  cne- 
ny  in  every  direction,  by  which  he  could  possibly 
etire.  Col.  Pierce  with  250  of  the  regulars,  the 
Ireek  right,  and  col.  Warren’s  mounted  men  were 
■rdered  to  pass  out  of  the  cove,  by  the  only  practi- 
:ab!e  outlet  in  that  direction,  and  after  fully  explor- 
,ng  the  country  south  and  west  of  the  river,  to  re- 
unite with  the  army  about  the  19th  or  20th  near 
Dade’s  battle  ground,  the  commander-in-chief  re- 
serving the  river,  marched  with  the  Tennessee  bri- 
gade, two  companies  of  artillery  and  the  Florida 
footmen,  and  with  the  whole  wagon  train  in  search 
ofthe  enemy,  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  and  to- 
w<rds  the  Wahoo  Swamp.  Both  divisions  inarched 
onthe  16th,  and  on  the  17th  about  noon,  a large 
pary  of  the  enemy  was  discovered  near  the  line  of 
mafiji  of  the  main  army,  encamped  near  a ham- 
moq  The  first  regiment  of  Tennessee  volunteers 
unde  col.  Bradford,  constituting  the  regiment  un- 
der tv  immediate  command  of  gen.  Armstrong,  was 
instally  detached  to  attack  the  enemy,  then  dis- 
tant aout  -400  yards. 

Thlenemy,  though  surprised,  had  time  to  with- 
draw iemselves  and  a portion  of  their  property  in- 
to an  ijoining  hammock  and  swamp,  where  they 
awaitcuhe  approach  of  our  men,  who  advanced 
rapidly)  the  encounter.  Before  the  troops  could 
dismou  they  were  received  with  a severe  fire  from 
the  enty,  the  fire  was  promptly  returned.  The 
fight  w Vigorously  maintained  by  the  enemy  firing  . 
from  th- covert  upon  our  troops,  but  upon  a charge 
being  cered  and  promptly  executed  by  our  men, 
in  the  ist  gallant  manner,  the  enemy  precipately 
fled,  le  n<j  20  dead  in  the  wood,  and  all  their 
horses  f baggage.  Other  dead  and  a great  num- 
ber of  mnded  w’ere  carried  off  by  them  during  the 
fight,  andicated  by  numerous  bloody  trains.  The 
pursuit  is  continued  by  our  men  waist  deep  in 
water  a mud,  as  long  as  the  traces  of  the  enemy 
could  b illowed. 
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eginning  of  the  action  two  companies  of 
irnent,  and  the  companies  of  spies  after- 
■e  detached  to  the  left,  to  cut  olf  the  re- 
e enemy,  but  the  nature  of  the  country 
effectual  pursuit.  The  enemy  were 
amount  to  from  150  to  200. 
was  one  killed,  and  ten  wounded — one 
This  was  a very  gallant  affair,  in  which 
rs  and  men  behaved  with  the  utmost 
ntrepidity.  After  bringing  off  our  killed 
the  army  moved  four  miles  on  its 
afcncamped.  On  the  18th,  the  commander- 
f fter  leaving  the  wagon  train  under  a 
,rd,  marched  at  the  head  of  about  550 
,s,  consisting  of  colonel  Trawsdale’s  re- 
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girnent,  principally  footmen,  and  a part  of  the  1st 
regiment  and  the  companies  of  spies,  all  under  the 
immediate  command  of  general  Armstrong,  into  the 
Wahoo  Swamp.  About  three  miles  from  the  camp, 
they  struck  into  a large  Indian  trail,  which  led  to 
the  left,  through  two  dense  hammocks,  and  over 
two  creeks  into  a large  field,  surrounded  on  three 
sides  by  hammocks.  The  enemy,  on  our  approach, 
were  found  to  have  just  deserted  their  position, 
having  set  fire  to  their  houses,  which  were  then 
burning.  Evidence  of  their  presence  in  the  ham- 
mock in  front,  was  soon  afforded,  and  the  line  was 
quickly  formed  to  attack  them.  The  footmen  under 
(colonel  Trawsdale,  were  formed  in  open  order  to 
charge  into  the  hammock,  while  the  horsemen  to 
the  right  and  left  were  thrown  back  to  protect  fhe 
flank,  and  to  act  as  a corps  of  reserve.  Before  pur 
troops  had  received  their  final  orders  to  advatlce, 
they  were  saluted  by  a tremendous  fire  along  their 
whole  front  from  tlie  opposite  hammock.  Ater 
exchanging  shots  with  the  enemy  for  a short  tine 
and  slowly  advancing  upon  them,  on  receiving  the 
orders  to  charge,  our  troops  rushed  forward  will  a 
shout  to  the  wood,  and  were  soon  closely  engaged 
in  a deadly  combat.  Nearly  at  the  same  moment, 
a heavy  fire  was  opened  on  both  flanks,  and  scpn 
after  a large  party  of  the  enemy — at  least  fiftyin 
number — boldly  threw  themselves  in  the  rear  Al- 
lowing the  courageous  example  of  their  comrades 
in  the  front,  the  horsemen  on  the  right  and  lfft, 
quickly  dismounted  and  charged  into  the  wood. 

The  action  was  maintained  on  all  sides  wih 
great  animation  and  effect,  for  about  forty  or  fity 
minutes,  when  the  enemy  was  driven  at  all  poinis; 
a small  company  of  men  commanded  by  captan 
Fletcher,  being  led  off  from  the  left  flank,  charged 
down  and  dispersed  the  enemy  in  the  rear.  Tie 
enemy  in  front  were  driven  completely  through  tie 
hammock,  and  pursued  so  long  as  they  could  lie 
seen  or  heard,  after  which  they  retired  in  order  to 
the  field,  bringing  off  the  dead  and  wounded;  air 
Joss  was  three  killed  and  fifteen  wounded.  Tie 
enemy  left  dead  on  the  field  twenty-five,  and  others 
were  doubtless  carried  off;  of  their  wounded  Me 
could  form  no  estimate.  This  was  really  a mot 
brilliant  affair.  The  enemy  could  not  have  bem 
less  than  from  601)  to  700  men,  at  the  same  mo- 
ment their  fire  covered  our  entire  front  and  bob 
flanks,  while  a large  party  openly  exhibited  theio 
selves  in  the  rear.  At  this  point  of  ground  in  tit 
center  of  the  field,  occupied  by  the  commandin; 
general  and  his  staff,  the  balls  were  distinctly  seei 
and  heard  to  strike  and  cross  each  other  from  threi 
sides  at  the  same  moment.  The  extent  of  the. 
ground,  and  the  open  order  taken  by  our  troops, 
together  with  the  success  of  our  charge,  alone 
prevented  the  enemy  from  obtaining  a decided  id- 
vantage  from  their  position  and  numerical  suie- 
riority. 

No  terms  can  do  justice  to  the  gallantry  ofthe 
troops  on  the  occasion.  Wherever  the  enemy  ould 
be  found,  they  were  promptly  charged  upor  and 
followed  even  to  the  very  depths  of  their  >am- 
mocks  and  swamps.  Thus  ended  the  first  bftle  of 
the  Wahoo  Swamp.  The  lateness  of  thehour, 
ignorance  of  the  country,  the  fatigue  of  th  men, 
and  the  exhaustion  of  their  amunition,  pnented 
the  army  from  following  up  the  advantage. 

The  next  day,  the  19th,  the  army  marhed  to 
the  place  appointed  for  its  junction  with  ie  right 
division  under  colonel  Pierce,  near  Dads  battle 
ground,  a position  more  formidable  for  thcenewed 
attack  meditated  on  the  Wahoo  Swamp,  lis  junc- 
ture was  effected  late  the  next  day. 

On  the  21st,  the  army  marched  in  threcolumns 
into  the  swamp — the  Tennesseans  for  t right, 
the  regulars  with  colonel  Warren’s  mould  men, 
the  centre  under  colonel  Pierce;  and  the  eek  re- 
giment the  left.  On  reaching  the  scene  (conflict 
of  the  18th,  the  enemy  showed  themsels  ready 
to  renew  the  fight.  The  Tennesseeans  anegulars 
formed  on  the  right  and  centre,  and  ad  vane  steadi- 
ly towards  the  hammock  in  line  of  battle, id  were 
met  by  a general  fire  from  the  enemyn  their 
whole  front.  Without  pausing  and  witut  firing 
a gun,  they  marched  into  the  hammock,  i poured 
a destructive  fire  on  the  enemy.  The  irge  was 
irresistible,  the  enemy  fled  and  scattered 

So  soon  as  the  direction  of  their  retrewas  dis- 
covered, colonel  Pierce,  with  his  divisiond  Creek 
Indians,  were  ordered  to  pursue,  and,  in  after, 
colonel  Trawsdale,  with  his  regiment,  1 colonel 
Warren,  with  the  Florida  horsemen,  w sent  to 
support  them.  The  greater  part  of  tlregulars 
and  the  Tennesseeans  unfortunately  too  trail  to 
the  right  by  which  they  became  inved  in  an 
almost  impassable  morass,  where  no  je  could 
move,  and  where  the  men  were  wading  ast  deep 
in  mud  and  water. 

A small  body  of  Creek  Indians  on  thift  led  by 
ieut.  eol.  Brown,  taking  a better  pafollowed 


closely  upon  the  enemy  and  found  them  strongly 
posted  in  a cypress  swamp;  there  they  were  brisk- 
ly charged  upon  by  the  Creeks,  and  the  gallant 
major  Monica,  in  attempting  to  cross  a creek  fell 
dead  in  the  stream.  Some  others  of  the  Indians 
fell  at  the  same  time,  and  it  was  soon  discovered 
that  the  party  was  too  small  even  to  defend  their 
own  ground  against  the  enemy,  without  a desperate 
struggle.  Two  companies  of  Florida  militia,  under 
command  of  capt.  Groves  and  lieut.  Myrick,  follow- 
ed some  companies  of  artillery  under  maj.  Gardiner, 
captains  Tompkins,  Porter  and  lieut.  Lee,  and  by 
col.  Waire,  with  his  mounted  men,  coming  succes- 
sively into  action,  enabled  our  men  to  sustain  the 
unequal  conflict. 

A desperate  struggle  ensued,  sustained  with  great 
animation  on  both  sides,  when  the  superiority  of 
our  fire  was  soon  exhibited  the  arrival  of  colonel 
Pierce  with  the  reserve  of  his  battalion,  and  of  col. 
Trawsdale  with  the  Tennesseeans. 

So  soon  as  they  could  extricate  themselves  from 
the  morass,  rendered  their  superiority  still  more  ap- 
parent, and  almost  silenced  the  fire  of  the  enemy, 
yet  the  passage  was  not  gained  for  all;  previous  at- 
tempts to  turn  or  pass  it  had  failed,  and  its  practi- 
cability was  unascertained,  the  hostile  chiefs  were 
distinctly  heard  by  the  friendly  Indians  encouraging 
their  warriors,  with  assurances  that  the  whites 
would  not  pass  it,  and  appearances  all  led  to  the 
same  conclusions.  The  officer  in  command  of  the 
troops  engaged,  decided  that  the  attempt  should  not 
be  made  at  so  late  an  hour  of  the  day,  with  an  en- 
tire ignorance  of  the  country  behind,  and  they  ac- 
cordingly withdrew  their  men  after  carrying  off  the 
dead  and  wounded. 

In  this  last  affair,  our  loss  was  considerable,  com- 
ared  with  that  of  any  previous  fight;  besides  the 
eroic  Monica,  two  ofthe  Creek  Indians  were  kill- 
ed. Capt.  Ross,  of  the  marines,  commanding  a 
company  in  the  same  regiment,  was  severely  wound- 
ed in  the  thigh.  Five  of  the  regulars  were  killed, 
and  seven  of  them  wounded,  including  capt.  Mait- 
land. The  Tennesseeans  sustained  a loss  of  1 killed 
and  8 wounded. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  ascertained  to  be  ten 
left  dead  on  the  field  from  which  they  were  routed; 
their  loss  on  the  other  side  of  the  stream,  cannot  of 
course  be  certainly  known,  but  must  of  necessity 
have  been  great,  the  orders  of  their  chiefs,  more- 
over, as  heard  by  our  Indians,  directing  the  dispo- 
sition of  their  dead  and  wounded,  furnish  the  testi- 
mony of  the  enemy  to  the  same  conclusion — fifty  at 
leas’  must  have  fallen  in  the  conflict. 

The  army  having  now  exhausted  the  last  day  that 
could  be  spared  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  without 
insuring  actual  starvation,  was  compelled  to  return 
to  the  camp,  which  it  reached  about  10  at  night;  it 
thence  inarched  the  next  day  l'or  Volusia,  where 
supplies  had  been  previously  ordered,  and  which  it 
reached  on  the  morning  of  the  fifth  day.  Before  this 
last  march  had  been  undertaken,  the  troops  had 
been  for  some  days  on  half  rations,  all  the  corn  ex- 
hausted, not  a grain  was  left  for  the  wagon  horses. 

These  privations  were  borne  by  the  troops  with 
the  utmost  patience,  and  even  cheerfulness,  from 
the  anxiety  to  protract  the  contest  as  long  as  possi- 
ble. The  results,  then,  of  this  campaign  are,  that 
the  strong  holds  of  the  enemy,  the  heart  of  the 
Wythlacoochee  and  the  Wahoo,  have  been  pene- 
trated and  overthrown.  Morasses, hitherto  uninvaded 
by  our  armies,  have  been  explored;  the  enemy  have 
been  defeated  in  four  several  battles,  with  great  loss; 
that  our  troops  have  now  shown  them  that  neither 
the  swamps  nor  the  hammocks,  with  a numerical 
superiority,  afford  them  safety  or  defence,  and  that 
nothing  can  insure  their  escape  but  some  impassa- 
ble harrier  of  nature;  that  adequate  supplies  of  pro- 
visions, to  which  the  country  can  contribute  no- 
thing, alone  were  wanting  to  enable  our  troops  to 
destroy  the  enemy  utterly.  The  army  may  also 
boast  that  in  all  its  marches  through  the  country, 
encumbered  as  it  was  by  an  immense  baggage  train, 
the  enemy,  on  no  occasion,  dare  to  assail  it,  nor  did 
he,  in  any  instance,  cut  off  any  of  its  detachments 
or  convoys. 

We  1'urther  learn  that  the  army  is  now  at  Volusia, 
receiving  ample  supplies  of  provisions,  and  that 
fresh  horses  are  being  transported  to  that  point,  to 
enable  it  speedily  to  enter  upon  another  expedition. 
The  Tennessee  brigade,  whose  term  of  service  will 
expire  in  this  month,  are  eagerly  looking  forward 
to  another  fight  with  the  enemy  on  the  Wythlacoo- 
chee, at  which  point  it  is  proposed  to  embark  them 
for  their  return  to  their  homes.  Should  gen.  Jesup, 
of  whom  nothing  has  been  heard  since  his  arrival 
at  Tampa,  be  in  a condition  to  follow  up  our  blow 
on  the  Wythlacoochee  and  Wahoo,  into  the  very 
heart  of  which  our  trails  will  conduct  him,  the  re- 
sult may  prove  decisive. 

The  enemy,  weakened,  defeated  and  dispirited, 
can  offer  no  effectual  resistance  to  the  fine  army 


commanded  by  that  able  officer.  On  the  other 
hand,  should  the  enemy  have  dispersed  and  retreat- 
ed on  the  night  ofthe  21st,  as  there  is  great  reason 
to  suppose,  Irom  the  numerous  small  trails  dicover- 
ed  by  our  spies  on  the  22d,  all  conveying  into  one 
large  trail,  leading  to  the  south  and  east,  the  route 
expected  to  be  pursued  by  gen.  Jesup,  from  Tampa 
bay,  it  is  hoped  may  bring  him  in  contact  with  the 
flying  bands,  in  an  open  country,  where  their  de- 
struction wilt  be  inevitable. 

At  present,  the  army  is  engaged  in  reconstructing 
the  stockade  work  and  buildings,  at  Volusia,  to 
serve  as  a post  and  deposite  for  the  army,  and  it  will 
be  ready  in  a few  days  to  receive  the  ample  supplies 
of  provisions  into  it  J'rorn  Black  Creek. 

Gov.  Call’s  health  is  yet  very  feeble,  but  he  con- 
tinues to  struggle  against  his  disease,  and  to  sustain 
himself,  in  the  midst  of  the  most  laborious  and  try- 
ing difficulties.  He  left  Fort  Drane  just  after  his 
recovery  from  a dangerous  fever,  and  soon  after  had 
twice  to  swim  the  Wythlacoochee,  and  to  encamp 
in  the  cove  without  tents,  and  almost  without  fire, 
in  cold  rainy  weather.  His  spirit  and  zeal  for  the 
service  sustain  him  in  a wonderful  manner,  amidst 
the  greatest  sufferings  and  privations,  under  an  ex- 
treme prostration  of  bodily  strength. 

From  the  Jacksonville  Courier  of  the  1st  instant. 
Nothing  further  has  been  heard  of  the  movements 
of  the  army.  They  cannot  have  reached  Volusia 
yet,  as  the  steamboats,  ordered  there  to  await  their 
arrival,  have  not  returned.  Should  general  Jesup 
have  come  up  on  the  other  side  of  the  Wahoo 
Swamp  with  his  regulars,  they  have  probably  been 
successful  in  their  engagements  with  the  enemy; 
otherwise,  we  fear,  this  attempt  like  all  others  before 
it,  will  end  only  in  disgrace. 

Last  Friday  a party  of  seven  men  started  with 
five  carts  to  go  from  Black  Creek  to  Fort  Mills. 

On  their  way,  near  New  river,  they  encountered  a 
party  of  about  50  Indians,  who  suddenly  fired  upon 
them  and  wounded  one  man.  The  men  fled  and 
left  the  horses,  carts  and  their  contents  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  enemy.  Capt.  Smith  went  in  search 
of  them  next  day.  His  success  in  pursuit  we  have 
been  unable  to  learn,  as  he  had  not  returned  when 
we  last  heard  fiom  Black  Creek.  This  attack 
proves  the  enemy  too  strong  to  require  all  their 
force  to  oppose  the  army.  We  hope  ere  long  a 
force  will  be  in  the  field  sufficiently  large  to  re- 
strain these  desperate  and  predatory  bands,  who 
are  plundering  our  property  arid  taking  the  lives  of 
our  citizens  who  have  struggled  with  disease  and 
poverty  in  daily  expectation  of  relief. 

“GENERAL  ORDER.” 

“ Head  quarters,  Volusia,  30 th  Nov.  1836. 

“The  commander-in-chief  regrets,  that  ill  health, 
and  the  numerous  duties  which  have  claimed  his  at- 
tention, since  the  arrival  of  the  army  at  this  place, 
should  have  prevented  him  from  returning  at  an 
earlier  day,  his  grateful  thanks  to  the  whole  array 
under  his  command,  for  :he  gallantry  with  which  it 
has  fought,  and  the  patience  and  cheerfulness  with  i 
which  it  has  borne  the  fatigue  and  privations  of  the 
march. 

“The  commander-in-chief  reflects  with  pride  and 
pleasure  on  the  good  conduct  of  every  corps,  and 
while  it  was  painful  to  him  to  be  compelled  to  re- 
duce one  half  the  allowance  of  rations,  both  to  offi- 
cers and  men,  it  is  now  his  highest  gratification  to 
remember  and  record  to  their  lasting  honor,  that  it 
was  submitted  to  without  a murmur,  throughout  the 
line. 

“In  a few  days  you  have  fought  your  battles,  and 
gained  as  many  victories.  You  have  won  for  your- 
selves honor  and  the  gratitude  of  your  country. 

You  alone  have  taught  the  savage  that  his  swamp 
and  his  hammock  can  afford  him  no  longer  a shelter 
or  a hiding  place. 

“The  commander-in-chief  believes  that  it  is  no 
fault  of  yours  that  a final  blow  was  not  given  to  the 
enemy,  and  that  a few  days  supply  of  rations  would 
have  produced  this  result.  He  still  hopes  and  be- 
lieves that  it  may  and  will  be  effected  by  the  army 
under  his  command,  in  another  campaign,  as  short 
and  brilliant  as  the  last. 

Brigadiei  general  Walker  K.  Armstead,  of  the 
United  States  arm}’,  having  reported  himself  for  du- 
ty, will  forthwith  assume  command  of  the  regular 
forces,  the  Florida  militia  and  the  regiment  of  Creek 
volunteers,  which  will  form  a separate  brigade, 

“By  o’der  of  the  commanding* general, 

“THOS.  RANDALL, 

“ Adjutant  and  inspector  general 

REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

AD  INTERIM. 

Department  of  war,  December  3,  1836. 

Sir;  In  compliance  vvith  your  directions,  I have 
the  honor  to  lay  before  you  the  usual  annual  re. 
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ports  of  the  several  divisions  of  this  department, 
and  to  submit,  for  your  consideration,  a summary 
of  the  contents  of  those  documents,  together  with 
such  additional  statements  and  suggestions  as  seem- 
ed to  me  to  be  required  by  the  present  condition 
and  necessities  of  the  public  service. 

I.  THE  ARMY. 

1.  Organization  and  force.  It  appears,  from  the 
report  of  major  general  Macomb,  and  the  tables  an- 
nexed to  it,  that  the  regular  army  of  the  United 
States  consists  of  648  commissioned  officers,  and 
7,310  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  artifi- 
cers and  privates;  making  an  aggregate  of  7,958 — 
organized  as  follows:  General  staff,  14,  viz:  one 

major  general  commanding;  two  brigadier  generals, 
each  commanding  one  of  the  two  military  districts 
into  which  the  United  States  are  divided;  one  ad- 
jutant general;  two  inspectors  general;  one  quar- 
termaster general,  and  four  quartermasters;  and 
one  commissary  general  of  subsistence,  and  two 
commissaries;  pay  department,  18,  viz:  one  pay- 
mastet  general,  and  seventeen  paymasters;  medical 
department,  76,  viz:  one  surgeon  general,  fifteen 
surgeons,  and  sixty  assistant  surgeons;  purchasing 
department,  3,  viz:  one  commissary  general  of  pur- 
chases, and  two  military  storekeepers;  corps  of 
engineers,  22;  topographical  engineers,  10;  ord- 
nance department,  (including  294  non-commission- 
ed officers  and  enlisted  men):  two  regiments  of 
dragoons,  each  containing  ten  companies  of  sixty 
privates  each;  four  regiments  of  artillery,  each  con- 
taining nine  companies  of  forty-two  privates  each; 
and  seven  regiments  of  infantry,  each  containing 
ten  companies  of  forty-two  privates  each. 

The  present  actual  force  of  the  regular  army,  ac- 
cording to  the  last  general  return,  is  6,283;  but  it 
also  appears  from  that  return,  that  after  making  the 
necessary  deductions  for  sickness  and  other  cir- 
cumstances, the  available  force  for  service  in  the 
field,  at  the  latest  dates,  was  4,282.  The  difference 
between  the  actual  force  (6,283)  and  the  force  al- 
lowed by  law  (7,958)  is  1,675,  and  is  occasioned 
by  the  fact,  that  only  360  recruits  have  yet  been 
obtained  for  the  new  regiment  of  dragoons  autho- 
rised by  the  act  of  the  last  session,  and  the  by  vacan- 
cies caused  by  expiration  of  service,  and  other 
casualties,  in  the  other  regiments. 

2.  Distribution  and  present  positions  of  the  troops 
The  eastern  department,  under  the  command  of 
major  general  Scott,  includes  thirty  posts,  from 
twenty  of  which  the  troops  have  been  mostly  with- 
drawn for  service  in  the  Creek  country  and  in  Flo 
rida.  The  whole  number  of  officers  of  the  line  and 
men,  at  the  several  stations  in  the  eastern  depart- 
ment, including  absentees,  is  therefore  now  only 
1,124.  Of  that  number,  113  are  at  Fort  Winneba 
go;  114  at  Fort  Brady;  105  at  Fort  Mackinac;  149 
at  Fort  Howard;  67  at  Fort  Dearborn;  122  at  Fort 
Gratiot;  all  which  posts  are  on  the  north  western 
frontier,  or  in  that  vicinity;  and  the  remainder  at 
posts  in  the  Atlantic  states. 

The  western  department,  under  the  command  of 
major  general  Gaines,  now  includes  twenty  posts 
and  four  temporary  stations.  Several  of  tiese 
posts  have  also  been  evacuated,  and  the  troops  or 
dered  to  Florida;  so  that  the  whole  number  of 
officers  of  the  line  and  men  now  stationed  at  them, 
including  absentees,  amounts  only  to  2,458.  Of 
that  number,  233  are  at  Fort  Snelling;  185  at  Fort 
Crawford;  321  at  Fort  Leavenworth;  132  at  Fort 
Gibson;  158  at  Fort  Towson;  44  at  Fort  Coffee; 
360  at  Fort  Jesup,  and  124  at  a station  seventy 
miles  from  that  place;  147  at  Camp  Sabine,  and 
428  at  Camp  Nacogdoches;  all  which  posts  and 
stations  are  in  the  north  west,  or  on  or  near  the 
western  frontier;  136  at  Fort  Mitchell,  Alabama: 
and  53  at  Fort  Cass,  Tennessee. 

The  regular  force  serving  in  Florida  consists  of 
the  four  regiments  of  artillery,  five  companies  ex- 
cepted; eight  companies  of  the  fourth  regiment  of 
infantry,  one  company  of  dragoons,  and  a battalion 
of  320  marines;  making  in  the  aggregate  about 
2,000,  according  to  the  latest  returns  received  at 
the  adjutant  general’s  office.  After  deducting  the 
number  reported  sick,  and  absentee!,  the  effici- 
ent regular  force  for  field  service  in  Florida  will 
not  exceed  1,500, 

For  want  of  the  necessary  returns  of  the  volun- 
teers serving  in  that  quarter,  the  estimate  of  that 
auxiliary  force  at  this  time  is  less  accurate;  but, 
from  the  best  data  in  the  adjutant  gerieral’s  office, 
it  may  be  thus  computed:  Tennessee  volunteers 
about  1,200;  Alabama  volunteers  300;  Florida  vo- 
lunteers 250;  and  Washington  city  volunteers  59; 
amounting  in  all  to  about  1,800,  besides  730  volun- 
teer Creek  Indians,  who  have  been  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  are  now  em- 
ployed with  the  army.  The  whole  active  force, 
then,  regular,  volunteer,  and  Indians,  now  in  Flo- 
rida, is  probably  somewhat  less  than  4,000. 


Besides  the  volunteers  above  mentioned,  there 
are  also  employed  of  that  description  of  force,  361 
in  Tennessee,  under  the  command  of  brigadier  ge- 
neral Wool;  537  in  Arkansas,  under  the  command 
of  brigadier  general  Arbuckle;  and  58  in  Alabama; 
making,  when  added  to  those  serving  in  Florida, 
an  aggregate  of  near  2,800. 

3.  Movements  during  the  last  year,  and  now  m 
progress.  At  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report 
from  this  department,  several  companies  had  been 
placed  in  Florida  under  the  command  of  brigadier 
general  Clinch,  for  the  purpose  of  restraining  any 
nostile  intentions  on  the  part  of  the  Seminole  In- 
dians, and  of  enforcing  the  execution  of  the  treaty 
providing  for  their  removal.  It  was  then  hoped 
that  an  open  rupture  would  be  prevented;  and  it 
was  confidently  believed  that  the  eleven  compa- 
nies actually  in  Florida,  amounting  to  536  officers 
and  men,  would  be  amply  sufficient,  with  the  re- 
inforcements then  under  orders,  and  with  such  aid 
as  might  be  derived  from  the  local  militia  and  vo- 
lunteers, to  put  down  any  hostile  attempt  which 
might  be  made  by  the  disaffected  portion  of  the 
tribe.  Both  these  expectations  were  disappointed, 
and  a protracted  warfare  ensued  which  has  not  yet 
been  terminated. 


The  most  important  military  operations  growing 
out  of  this  state  of  things  are  mentioned  in  the  ac- 
companying report  of  major  gen.  Macomb,  which 
brings  down  the  narrative  of  events  in  Florida  to 
the  retirement  of  the  forces  under  governor  Call 
from  the  Wythlacoochee  in  October  last.  Authen- 
tic intelligence  of  that  event  reached  the  depart- 
ment on  the  1st  ultimo,  through  the  medium  of  let- 
ters received  by  some  of  the  bureaus,  and  of  offi- 
cers direct  from  Florida.  By  the  same  channels  of 
information,  it  was  also  ascertained  that  the  health 
of  governor  Call  had  been  so  much  impaired  by 
sickness  and  fatigue,  as  to  make  it  doubtful  whe- 
ther he  could  renew  the  campaign  with  the  promp- 
titude and  energy  demanded  by  the  crisis.  On  the 
4th  ultimo,  no  report  having  been  received  from 
that  officer,  and  it  being  necessary  that  the  depart- 
ment should  act,  without  further  delay,  on  the  in- 
formation then  in  its  possession,  despatches  were 
sent  by  express  to  governor  Call  and  to  major  ge- 
neral Jesup,  expressing  to  the  former  the  surprise 
and  disappointment  of  the  president  at  the  failure 
of  his  movement,  and  calling  for  an  explanation, 
and  directing  the  latter  to  assume  the  command. — 
General  Jesup  was  also  instructed  to  establish 
posts  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  the  Wythlacoochee, 
at  Fort  King,  and  at  Volusia,  and,  after  taking  the 
proper  measures  for  securing  through  them  the 
safety  of  the  frontier,  and  for  procuring  sufficient 
and  regular  supplies,  to  concentrate  all  liis  dispos- 
able forces,  and  to  proceed  without  delay  to  possess 
himself  of  the  positions  occupied  by  the  Indians, 
and  of  the  wffiole  country  between  the  Wythlacoo- 
chee and  Tampa  bay.  Should  the  war  thereafter 
be  continued,  he  wras  then  directed  to  take  such  ad- 
vanced positions  to  the  south  of  Volusia,  and  to  the 
east  and  south  of  Tampa  bay,  as  the  nature  of  the 
country  might  admit,  and  to  push  from  them  such 
further  operations  as  might  be  necessary  to  the 
most  speedy  and  effectual  subjugation  of  the 
enemy. 

No  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  the  de- 
spatches of  the  4th  of  November  has  yet  reached 
the  department;  but  it  is  known  that  governor  Call 
and  general  Jesup  have  both  been  very  actively 
engaged  in  preparing  for  offensive  movements;  and 
the  latest  intelligence  gives  reason  to  hope  that  the 
objects  of  the  campaign  will  soon  be  accomplished. 
But  as  these  expectations  may  be  disappointed,  and 
as  the  term  of  service  of  the  Tennessee  volunteers, 
who  compose  a very  important  part  of  the  force 
serving  in  Florida,  will  expire  on  the  1st  of  Janua- 
ry, it  has  been  deemed  important  to  make  provision 
for  supplying  their  places,  in  part  at  least,  from  the 
regular  army.  With  this  view,  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  second  regiment  of  dragoons  was  di- 
rected, on  the  26th  ultimo,  to  organize  the  recruits 
enlisted  for  that  corps  into  companies,  and  to  hold 
them  in  readiness  to  be  moved  to  Florida  on  the 
shortest  notice.  It  is  also  expected  that  twro  addi- 
tional companies  of  artillery  may  be  prepared  for 
the  like  purpose,  during  the  present  month.  Alter 
maturing  these  arrangements,  information  W'as  re- 
ceived at  the  department,  that  general  Jesup  had 
recently  called  on  the  governor  of  Alabama  for  a 
battalion,  and  on  the  governor  of  Georgia  lor  a re- 
giment of  volunteers,  to  meet  the  contingency  of  a 
want  of  force  on  the  discharge  of  the  Tennessee 
brigade.  This  call  has  been  approved  as  a proper 
precautionary  measure;  but  it  is  believed  that  the 
other  troops  now  in  Florida  will  be  sufficient,  es- 
pecially when  reinforced  as  above  suggested,  for  all 
available  purposes,  even  should  the  war  be  conti- 
nued; and  that  the  services  of  the  volunteers  last 


called  for  may  therefore  very  soon  be  dispensed 
with. 

I beg  leave  IV)  refer  to  the  report  of  the  general- 
in-chief  for  a succinct  account  of  the  operatior.3  ren- 
dered necessary  by  the  hostile  movements  of  the 
Creek  Indians.  To  that  account,  however,  it  is  but 
just  to  add,  that  the  marine  corps,  at  a very  alarm- 
ing juncture,  generously  volunteered  their  services 
to  aid  in  suppressing  these  hostilities,  and  were  ac- 
cordingly employed  for  that  ptirpost.  Since  the 
termination  of  their  tour  of  duty  in  the  Creek  coun- 
try', they  have  been  moved  to  Florida,  where  they 
now  compose  a most  efficient  portion  of  general 
Jesup’s  army. 

Indications  of  a mischievous  disposition  having 
been  exhibited  by  the  Winnebagocs  and  other  tribes 
in  the  north  west,  some  movement  of  the  troops  in 
the  Upper  Mississippi  were  had  in  the  months  of 
July  and  Augnst  last,  which  produced  the  desired 
effect  of  awing  them  into  quietness. 

The  movements  of  the  lorces  under  the  personal 
command  of  major  general  Gaines,  on  the  western 
frontiers  of  Louisiana  and  Arkansas,  are  sufficiently 
stated  in  the  report  of  the  general-in-chief.  Gen. 
Giines  has  recently  been  relieved  of  this  command 
by  brigadier  general  Arbuckle,  who  was  instructed, 
uider  date  of  the  JOth  of  October  last,  to  make  a 
ful  report  of  the  condition  of  things  in  that  quarter. 
H;  was  also  particularly  advised,  that  under  the  in- 
st-uctions  previously  given  to  general  Gaines,  that 
oficer  was  not  to  advance  into  the  territory  claim- 
ei  by  Mexico,  and  if  he  should  have  advanced,  was 
tc  retire,  unless  the  Indians  were  actually  engaged 
ir  hostilities  against  the  United  States,  or  unless  he 
hid  undoubted  evidence  that  such  hostilities  were 
irtended,  and  were  actually  in  preparation  within 
that  territory.  On  the  11th  ultimo,  a communica- 
tion was  received  from  the  officer  in  command  at 
Camp  Nacogdoches,  giving  an  unfavorable  account 
of  the  health  of  the  troops  at  that  post,  and  stating 
that  their  continuance  there  during  the  winter 
would  make  it  necessary’  to  construct  barracks  and 
quarters  for  their  comfortable  accommodation.  In 
<onsequence  of  this  communication,  brigadier  gene- 
si  Arbuckle  was  instructed,  under  date  of  the  12th 
lltimo,  to  take  all  necessary  measures  to  restore  the 
lealth  of  the  troops,  and  in  the  event  of  his  decki- 
ng to  retain  possession  of  Camp  Nacogdoches,  to 
jrovide  at  that  place  all  needful  accommodations. 
Je  was  also  informed,  that  it  was  not  in  the  power 
)f  the  department,  with  the  limited  information  then 
in  its  possession,  to  give  any  positive  order  in  re- 
gard to  the  further  occupation  of  the  post.  The 
opinion  was,  however,  expressed,  that  there  seem- 
ed to  be  no  adequate  cause  for  any  longer  maintain- 
ing a position  so  unhealthful  and  inconvenient;  and 
h«  was  instructed,  in  case  he  had  not  already  with- 
diawn  the  troops,  to  give  the  requisite  orders  for 
thlt  purpose  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  that 
communication,  unless  he  should  then  have  in  his 
poSession  information  satisfying  him,  that  the  main- 
ten&ce  of  the  post  is  essential  to  the  protection  of 
our  lontiers,  and  to  the  due  execution  of  our  trea- 
ty stjulations,  as  explained  in  the  previous  instruc- 
tions© general  Gaines  and  to  himself. 

In  me  month  of  June  last,  it  became  necessary' 
to  calon  the  governor  of  Tennessee,  under  the  act 
of  theast  session,  for  a volunteer  force  sufficient  to 
put  don  any  hostile  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  dis- 
affecteCherokecs,  and  to  insure  the  peaceful  exe- 
cution f the  treaty  then  lately  conducted  with  that 
tribe,  (he  command  of  the  troops  to  be  raised  for 
this  puiose  was  committed  to  brigadier  general 
Wool,  vo  immediately  repaired  to  the  Cherokee 
countryind  is  yet  in  command  there.  The  force 
under  h amounted,  at  one  time,  to  about  2,450, 
but  hasitely  been  reduced  to  361 — a number  suf- 
ficent,  kn  present  appearances,  to  prevent  any  dif- 
ficulty that  quarter.  Much  praise  is  due  to  ge- 
neral Wl,  for  the  promptitude  and  zeal  with  winch 
he  has  doted  himself  to  the  execution  of  his  duties. 

The  lole  number  of  militia  and  volunteers  mus- 
tered iti  the  service  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
various  ovements  and  operations  above  mention- 
ed, appis,  from  the  rolls  received  in  the  office  of 
the  adjuit  general,  to  have  been  about  24,500. — 
In  the  «e  of  the  Tennessee  volunteers  mustered 
by  gend  Wool,  a larger  number  appeared  than 
had  beenlled  for,  but  as  they  acted  m good  faith, 
and  undpatriotic  impulses,  and  as  the  command- 
ing gene  deemed  it  best  to  receive  them.it  seems 
proper  t provision  should  be  made  for  their  pay. 
Legal  pision  will  also  be  required  for  the  just 
setflemeuf  many  of  the  accounts  growing  out  of 
the  empment  of  militia  and  volunteers;  and  for 
the  satntion  of  claims  wdiich,  though  equitable, 
cannot  tllowed  by  the  accounting  officers. 

In  exiting  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  the 
28th  of  > last,  “to  provide  for  the  payment  of  ex- 
med  and  supplies  furnished  on  account 


penses 

of  the  nia.or  volunteers  received  into  the  service 
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of  the  U.  States  for  the  defence  of  Florida,”  it  has 
[ been  decided  that  this  section  does  not  authorise 
any  allowance  for  horses  or  other  property  impress- 
ed into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  nor  for  any 
special  damage  done  to  individuals  or  their  proper- 
ty by  the  troops  of  the  United  States  or  the  enemy. 
Some  of  these  cases  ought  undoubtedly  to  be  pro- 
vided for  by  congress;  and  perhaps,  under  the  pe* 
culiar  circumstances  which  attended  them,  provi- 
sion should  be  made  for  embracing  the  whole. 

In  addition  to  the  movements  now  in  progress, 
already  mentioned,  the  troops  stationed  at  Fort 
Dearborn,  Chicago,  have  been  ordered  to  proceed 
to  Fort  Howard,  and  to  join  the  garrison  at  that 
post,  and  75  recruits  ire  on  their  wav  to  join  the 
first  regiment  of  dragoons  at  Fort  Gibson.  The 
public  property  at  Fort  Dearborn  will  remain  in 
charge  of  the  late  commandant  of  the  post. 

4.  General  staff.  The  reports  of  the  chiefs  of  the 
different  staff  departments  exhibit  a perspicuous 
view  of  their  operations  during  the  past  year, 

I beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  commu- 
nication of  the  adjutant  general,  setting  forth  tne 
difficulties  which  have  been,  and  are  yet  experienc- 
ed in  various  branches  of  the  public  service,  for  want 
of  additional  staff  officers. 

The  fiscal  operations  of  the  quartermaster’s  aid 
subsistence  departments  have  been  unusually  ha- 
vy,  in  consequence  of  the  hostilities  in  which  tie 
army  has  been  employed.  It  is  due  to  these  tvo 
important  arms  of  the  service,  that  I should  stite 
that  from  the  time  when  adequate  means  were  pli- 
ed at  their  disposal  by  congress,  nothing  has  be»n 
omitted  on  their  part  to  provide  the  necessary  sup- 
plies for  the  troops  in  the  field. 

The  report  of  the  acting  quartermaster  geneal 
states  the  progress  made,  or  rather  the  inabilityto 
make  progress,  in  the  construction  of  the  roads,  a|d 
other  works  with  which  the  department  is  chargd. 
It  also  exposes,  in  a lucid  and  convincing  manner, 
the  utter  insufficiency  of  this  branch  of  the  servi*. 
as  now  organized  by  law,  to  the  execution  of  tie 
duties  committed' to  it. 

The  expenditures  incurred  during  the  past  yar 
in  the  emigration  and  subsistence  of  Indians,  vtll 
appear  in  the  report  of  the  commissioner  of  Indian 
affairs,  to  whose  office  that  business  was  transfernd 
by  a regulation  made  on  the  1st  ult.  This  chanie 
was  made  from  a conviction  that  the  interests  of  tie 
service  would  be  promoted  by  bringing  all  mattes 
belonging  to  any  one  branch  under  the  care  of  tie 
bureau  to  which  they  properly  belonged.  Tie 
clerks  and  messengers  allowed  by  Jaw,  have  ben 
transferred  with  the  business. 

The  complaints  made  in  the  accompanying  p,- 
pers,  as  to  the  want  of  sufficient  strength  in  the  stiff 
departments,  appear  to  me  to  be  well  founded. 

The  present  system  seems  to  have  been  framm 
upon  the  principle  of  concentrating  the  business  of 
those  departments  at  the  seat  of  government,  am.  of 
employing  therein  a very  small  number  of  offieis 
commissioned  in  the  staff;  the  deficiencies  bing 
supplied  by  selections  from  the  lines.  Thi  ar- 
rangement is  very  well  adapted  to  a time  of  pro- 
found peace,  when  officers  can  be  spared  frrm  the 
line  without  injury  to  the  service;  when  th<  posi- 
tions of  the  troops  are  chiefly  permanent;  an  when 
the  changes  which  occur,  are  made  with  ? much 
deliberation  as  to  afford  ample  time  for  psparing 
adequate  means  of  transportation  and  suply;  but 
when  large  bodies  of  troops,  whose  nuroers  and 
movements  may  be  varied  by  unforeseei  contin- 
gencies, are  to  be  supplied  in  the  field  and  at  a 
great  distance  from  the  seat  of  governmet,  the  sys- 
tem is  worse  than  insufficient;  it  is  th  parent  of 
expense,  confusion  and  delay.  During  fa  time  ne- 
cessarily occupied  in  the  transmission  of  espatches 
to,  and  of  instructions  from,  the  war  ripartment, 
the  state  of  things  may  be  so  entirely  chiged  as  to 
render  the  instructions  inapplicable;  an  even  if  it 
jemain  unaltered,  the  loss  of  time  in  milary  opera- 
tions is  always  a great  evil,  and  sometnes  a fatal 
one.  To  prevent  inconveniences  of  th  sort,  it  is 
evidently  necessary  that  staff  officers  ofcxperienee 
and  rank  should  be  associated  with  theommander; 
and  to  supply  such  associates,  the  staff  rpartments 
must  be  enlarged.  On  the  other  hand,  > make  the 
line  of  the  army  truly  effective,  officershould  not 
be  taken  for  staff  service,  or  other  detaied  duties, 
in  large  numbers,  nor  for  long  periodsfrom  their 
companies.  And  when,  to  relieve  the  eakness  of 
tile  staff,  on  a pressing  emergency,  offers  are  se- 
lected from  the  line,  the  difficulty,  instid  of  being 
remedied,  is  only  exchanged  for  a newand  possi- 
bly a greater  one.  The  embarraesmen  occasion- 
ed by  these  causes,  during  the  operrons  of  the 
year,  have  been  of  constant  recurrenc  and  of  the 
most  serious  character. 

5.  Pay  department.  So  far  as  the  gular  army 
is  concerned,  there  is  nothing  in  the  port  of  the 
paymaster  general  demanding  particuf  remark. — 


His  suggestions,  in  regard  to  the  services  and  re- 
sponsibilities of  the  pay  masters  who  have  been,  or 
may  be,  employed  in  making  payments  to  militia 
and  volunteers,  undoubtedly  demand  the  attention 
of  congress.  In  order  to  a clear  understanding  of 
this  subject,  it  should  be  observed,  that  after  the  re- 
duction of  the  army  on  the  conclusion  of  the  late 
war,  and  until  the  act  of  July  14th,  1832,  the  secre- 
tary of  war  appears,  in  several  instances,  to  have 
exercised  the  power  of  making  discretionary  al- 
lowances to  paymasters  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  risks  and  losses  sustained  by  them  in 
making  payments  to  militia  and  volunteers.  These 
allowances  were  made  in  the  shape  of  commission 4 
on  the  money  paid,  and  were  usually  fixed  at  two 
and  a half  per  cent.  The  only  ground  on  which 
such  a power  could  have  been  exercised,  was  the 
absence  ot  any  legislative  provision  making  it  a 
part  of  the  regular  duty  of  the  army  paymasters  to 
make  payments  to  militia  and  volunteers.  But  by 
the  third  section  of  the  act  of  the  14th  July,  1832, 
it  was  made  the  duty  of  the  district  paymasters  of 
the  army  of  the  United  States,  “in  addition  to  the 
payments  required  to  be  made  by  them  to  the  regu- 
lar troops,  to  make  payment  to  all  other  troops  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States  whenever  required 
thereto  by  order  of  the  president.”  The  discre- 
tionary power  before  possessed  by  the  secretary  of 
war  to  make  an  extra  allowance  for  payments  to 
the  militia  and  volunteers,  was,  as  I suppose,  taken 
awray  by  this  provision;  and  it  was  doubtless  in 
consequence  of  this  change,  that  the  second  section 
of  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1833,  expressly  pro- 
vided, “that  the  secretary  of  war  be  authorised,  at 
his  discretion,  out  of  the  moneys  appropriated  by 
this  or  any  former  act,  for  the  payment  of  the  mili- 
tia ordered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  ac- 
cording to  law,  during  the  last  year,  to  allow  and 
pay  to  the  district  paymasters  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  employed  in  making  such  payments, 
a commission  on  the  sums  respectively  paid  by 
them,  not  exceeding  one  per  centum  upon  the 
amounts.” 

The  act  of  the  14th  of  January,  1836,  making 
appropriations  for  the  suppression  of  hostilities 
commenced  by  the  Seminole  Indians,  provides  “that 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, to  defray  the  expense  attending  the  suppres- 
sion of  hostilities  with  the  Seminole  Indians  in 
Florida;  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
secretary  of  war,  conformably  to  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  April  5th,  1832,  ‘making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  army;’  ” and  the  same  refer- 
ence is  in  effect  made  in  the  subsequent  acts. — 
When  the  act  of  the  5th  of  April,  1832,  thus  refer- 
red to,  was  passed,  the  discretionary  power  spoken 
of  above,  was  possessed  by  the  secretary  of  war, 
and  was  exercised  in  the  settlement  of  the  paymas- 
ters’ accounts  under  that  act,  by  the  allowance  of  a 
commission  of  two  and  a half  per  cent.  In  a case 
of  peculiar  hardship,  and  of  just  merit  also,  which 
occurred  before  the  resignation  of  the  late  secreta- 
ry of  war,  the  paymaster  general,  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  general  reference  to  the  act  of  the 
5th  of  April,  1882,  contained  in  the  acts  of  the  last 
session,  included  authority  to  allow  a per  centage, 
recommended  such  an  allowance  to  the  extent  of 
one  per  cent.  The  secretary  of  war  referred  the 
case  to  me  as  attorney  general,  and  called  for  my 
opinion  as  to  the  power  of  the  department  to  allow 
the  proposed  commission.  My  opinion  was,  that 
the  discretionary  power  was  taken  away  by  the  act 
of  1832,  above  quoted,  and  also  by  the  act  of  the 
3d  of  March,  1835,  making  additional  appropria- 
tions for  the  Delaware  breakwater  and  other  works, 
and  that  the  intent  to  confer  such  a power  was  not 
sufficiently  apparent  in  the  general  reference  to  the 
act  of  1832,  to  authorise  the  allowance  applied  for. 
But  as  it  would  seem,  from  the  report  of  the  pay- 
master general,  that  justice  requires  that  additional 
compensation  should  be  allowed,  I concur  in  re- 
commending a special  provision,  similar  to  that  in- 
serted in  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1833. 

6.  Medical  department.  The  number  of  cases 
treated  by  the  officers  of  the  medical  department, 
during  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  September  last, 
was  14,356:  of  which  number  only  139  died.  This 
result  may  well  be  taken  as  evidence  of  the  profes- 
sional skill  of  the  surgeons  and  assistant  surgeons, 
and  of  the  care  with  which  their  duties  are  per- 
formed. For  other  matters  respecting  this  depart- 
ment, I beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  report  of  the  sur- 
geon general  ad  interim.  His  suggestions  in  regard 
to  the  pay  of  hospital  stewards,  and  the  repairing 
and  erection  of  hospitals  at  the  different  military 
posts,  appear  to  me  to  be  worthy  the  attention  of 
congress. 

7.  Purchasing  department.  The  report  of  the 
commissary  general  of  purchases  exhibits  the  seve- 


ral  amounts  drawn  and  disbursed  for  clothing, 
camp  equipage,  8cq.  during  the  present  year,  with 
estimates  for  the  like  service  for  the  year  1837. 

8.  Engineers  and  topographical  engineers.  The 
reports  of  the  chief  engineer,  and  of  the  head  of  the 
topographical  bureau,  exhibit  the  progress  made 
during  the  last  year  upon  the  fortifications  and  other 
works  under  their  care. 

The  failure,  during  the  session  of  1834-5,  of  the 
bill  containing  the  usual  appropriations  for  fortifica- 
tions, occasioned  a suspension  of  those  works  dur- 
ing the  year  1835;  ana  though  liberal  appropria- 
tions for  resuming  them  were  made  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  congress,  yet  it  unfortunately  happened, 
that  the  season  for  active  operations  was  too  far  ad- 
vanced at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  appropria- 
tion laws,  to  allow  of  much  progress  during  the 
resent  year.  Operations  have  been  also  retarded 
y the  difficulty  of  procuring  laborers,  and  still 
more  by  the  insufficiency  of  the  engineer  depart- 
ment to  furnish  an  adequate  number  of  engineers 
to  superintend  the  constructions.  Several  import- 
ant works,  authorised  at  the  last  session  have  not 
even  been  commenced,  and  but  little  has  been  done 
towards  the  completion  of  those  previously  under- 
taken. The  like  remarks  are  applicable  to  the  va- 
rious improvements  in  harbors  on  the  seabord  and 
lakes,  and  at  the  mouths  and  in  the  channels  of  na- 
vigable rivers. 

From  the  causes  above  stated,  but  a small  portion 
of  the  sums  appropriated  by  the  present  congress 
for  the  engineer  and  topographical  service  has  yet 
been  expended.  The  balances  of  those  appropria- 
tions may,  however,  be  expended  without  any  fur- 
ther law;  and  measures  will  be  taken  for  resuming 
operations  at  an  early  day,  and  with  all  practicable 
vigor. 

In  the  last  annual  report  of  the  secretary  of  war, 
he  stated  the  insufficiency  of  the  corps  of  engi- 
neers, and  of  the  topographical  corps,  to  the  expe- 
ditious and  economical  performance  of  the  duties 
committed  to  them,  and  recommended  their  in- 
crease. His  suggestions  on  this  subject  were  ap- 
proved by  you,  and  the  attention  of  congress  was 
invited  to  them  in  your  message.  The  propriety  of 
such  a measure  is  greatly  strengthened  by  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  those  branches  of  the  service,  and 
by  the  delays  and  embarrassments  occasioned  by  a 
want  of  the  necessary  force.  In  connection  with 
the  proposed  reorganization  of  the  topographical 
corps,  it  may  welfobe  questioned,  whether  the  ex- 
isting arrangement  as  to  the  civil  engineers  attach- 
ed to  that  corps,  and  the  practice  of  lending  the  to- 
pographical engineers  to  the  states,  and  to  incorpo- 
rated companies,  ought  longer  to  be  continued.  In 
my  judgment,  it  would  be  better  that  all  the  engi- 
neers in  the  service  of  the  United  States  should  be- 
long to  one  or  other  of  the  organized  military  corps. 
And  the  information  derived  from  the  services  of 
engineers  when  employed  by  the  states,  or  by  com- 
panies, though  useful  in  a military  point  of  view 
does  not  seem  to  me  sufficiently  important  to  coun- 
terbalance the  inconveniences  and  objections  inci- 
dent to  the  practice. 

9.  Ordnance  department.  It  appears  from  the 
report  of  the  colonel  of  ordnance,  that  $857,570  45 
have  been  expended  and  accounted  for  during  the 
first  three  quarters  pf  the  present  year,  being  about 
$207,000  more  than  was  expended  in  the  same  ser- 
vice during  the  corresponding  quarters  of  the  year 
1835.  These  moneys  have  been  expended  in  the 
manufacture,  repair  and  purchase  of  ordnance,  ord- 
nance stores,  small  arms  and  accoutrements,  and  to 
huilding  materials,  the  details  of  all  which  will  ap- 
pear by  the  statements  annexed , to  colonel  fiom- 
i'ord’s  report. 

During  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  September 
1835,  the  sum  of  $220,813  38  was  expended  in  pro- 
curing and  distributing  artillery,  small  arms,  ac- 
coutrements, &c.  under  the  act  of  1808,  for  arming 
and  equipping  the  militia  of  the  states  and  territo- 
ries. 

The  munitions  of  war  issued  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  30th  of  September,  1836,  have  been 
very  large,  in  consequence  of  the  actual  hostilities 
in  which  the  army  has  been  engaged. 

No  returns  of  lead  made  at  the  United  States  lead 
mines  have  been  delivered  to  the  superintendent 
during  the  last  year,  and  there  yet  remains  due  to 
the  United  States,  on  account  of  rent-lead  which 
accrued  prior  to  the  30th  September,  1835,  an  ag- 
gregate of  493,313  pounds.  It  appears  that  the  re- 
fusal to  account  for  and  to  pay  over  the  rent  reserv- 
ed in  the  leases,  mentioned  in  the  last  annual 
report,  has  become  general,  the  lessees  denying 
the  validity  of  the  laws  under  which  the  leases 
were  made,  and  that  suits  have  been  commenced 
against  several  of  the  delinquents,  but  are  not  yet 
determined.  Colonel  Bomford  recommends  the 
gelling  of  the  mineral  lands,  as  the  most  effectual 
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mode  of  terminating  difficulties  now  existing  be- 
tween the  government  and  the  inhabitants,  and 
of  securing  to  the  United  States  tile  value  of  the 
mines. 

Of  the  works  authorised  by  acts  passed  at  the 
last  session  of  congress,  and  belonging  to  the  ord- 
nance department,  all  have  been  greatly  delayed, 
and  some  entirely  suspended,  by  the  want  of  the 
necessary  officers  to  conduct  them.  The  interests 
of  the  service,  as  well  as  the  just  claims  of  con- 
tractors, whose  contracts  are  frequently  delayed 
from  inability  to  make  the  proper  inspections,  call 
loudly  for  an  increase  of  this  corps. 

10.  Proposed  increase  in  rank  and  file  of  artillery 
and  infantry.  In  compliance  with  the  suggestion 
of  general  Macomb,  and  with  my  own  convictions 
of  duty,  I beg  leave  to  invite  ,your  attention  to  a 
proposal  for  the  increase  of  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
artillery  and  infantry. 

The  insufficiency,  in  several  respects,  of  our  pre- 
sent military  establishment  has  already  been  notic- 
ed. It  is  greatest  in  the  general  stall'  and  the  rank 
and  file;  those  arms  of  the  service  being  much  less 
numerous,  in  proportion,  than  the  officers  retained 
in  the  line  of  the  army.  The  object  of  congress  in 
this  arrangement  evidently  was,  on  the  one  hand, 
to  reduce  the  rank  and  file  and  the  general  staff  to 
the  lowest  allowable  point;  and,  on  the  other,  to 
retain  in  the  line  officers  enough  to  preserve  an 
amount  of  military  knowledge  and  experience  com- 
petent to  the  direction  of  a large  effective  force, 
whenever  such  a force  might  be  required  by  special 
emergencies,  or  by  the  permanent  interests  of  the 
country.  This  policy  was  recommended  at  the 
time  of  its  adoption  (1821)  by  the  existence  of 
other  and  more  pressing  claims  upon  the  treasury, 
and  by  the  comparatively  few  calls  then  made  for 
active  military  operations.  In  both  these  respects 
our  condition  is  now  widely  different.  The  ex- 
tinction of  the  public  debt,  whilst  it  gives  us  the 
ability  to  attend  toother  subjects  of  national  im- 
portance, lays  us  under  new  obligations  to  do  so. — 
We  have  a much  larger  number  of  fortifications  and 
other  posts  to  be  garrisoned;  and  our  Indian  rela- 
tions have  now  reached  a point  which  demands  an 
effective  military  provision. 

There  are  thirty-two  forts  on  the  Atlantic  sea- 
bord  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  each  of  which  ought 
to  be  garrisoned  by  a force  adequate  at  least  to  the 
preservation  of  the  public  property,  and  to  the  re- 
taining of  some  knowledge  of  artillery  practice.— 
This  will  require,  as  I understand,  an  average  of 
about  ninety-six  men  to  each  post,  or  about  three 
thousand  in  the  whole.  The  rank  and  file  of  the 
present  regular  army,  supposing  the  new  regiment 
of  dragoons  to  be  filled,  amounts  -in  the  total  to 
seven  fnousand  and  sixteen;  from  which  number  a 
large  deduction  must  always  be  made  for  sickness, 
arrests,  occasional  absence  and  time  lost  in  recruit- 
ing and  marching.  The  effective  force,  exclusive 
of  officers,  which  may  be  relied  on,  under  the  pre- 
sent arrangement,  can,  therefore,  scarcely  ever  ex- 
ceed six  thousand  men;  a force  utterly  inadequate 
to  the  necessities  of  the  public  service,  inasmuch 
as  it  affords,  after  the  scanty  provision  for  the  sea- 
bord,  above  suggested,  only  about  three  thousand 
for  the  interior. 

In  that  part  of  his  report  which  relates  to  Indian 
affairs,  I shall  have  occasion  to  specify  some  of  the 
weighty  reasons  which  make  it  necessary  that  we 
should  establish  additional  posts  on  our  western 
borders  and  in  the,  Indian  country,  and  that  each 
should  be  permanently  garrisoned  by  a respectable 
force.  We  have  now  in  that  region  sixteen  posts, 
including  three  temporary  stations,  the  whole  of 
which  are  now  occupied  by  about  three  thousand 
men,  including  a regiment  of  Arkansas  volunteers 
recently  called  into  service.  All,  probably,  will 
agree  that  the  present  force  at  several  of  the  exist- 
ing posts  is  inadequate,  and  a deliberate  survey  of 
all  the  immense  field  of  operations,  and  the  various 
interests  involved,  will,  I think,  lead  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  this  branch  of  the  service  cannot  safely  be 
left,  for  the  next  five  or  ten  years,  with  a force  at 
any  time  less  than  from  five  to  seven  thousand  men. 

The  seabord  may  be  provided  for  in  the  manner 
above  suggested,  and  adequate  protection  may  be 
given  to  the  interior  and  to  the  Indian  country,  by 
augmenting  the  number  of  men  in  each  company 
of  artillery  and  infantry  to  one  hundred.  This 
would  increase  the  legal  force,  independently  of 
commissioned  officers  and  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers of  artillery  and  infantry,  to  twelve  thousand 
and  thirty,  from  which  we  might  at  all  times  ex- 
pect to  command  an  available  force  of  not  more 
than  about  ten  thousand  effective  men.  Two  plans 
for  a similar  increase  in  the  rank  and  file  of  the  ar- 
my were  submitted  to  congress  in  the  report  ot  the 
secretary  of  war  of  the  8th  of  March,  1836,  and  the 
accompanying  communication  of  general  Macomb, 
of  the  7th  of  that  month,  both  of  which  communi- 


! cations  were  laid  before  the  senate  of  the  United 
States  in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  that  body. 

1 1 refer  to  these  documents  for  the  details  of  those 
| plans,  and  for  an  estimate  of  the  expense,  which, 
j according  to  the  statement  then  made,  would  be, 

! for  the  increase  above  proposed,  about  $850,000 
per  annum.  Such  an  addition  to  the  heavy  ex-  i 
penses  of  our  present  establishment  should  undoubt- 
edly be  well  weighed  before  it  is  incurred;  but  if 
we  may  judge  from  the  experience  of  the  last  few 
years,  the  measure  is  as  plainly  called  for  on  the 
score  of  economy  as  it  is  by  other  and  more  impres- 
sive considerations.  The  expenses  occasioned  by 
the  hostile  aggressions  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians 
in  1832  amounted  to  more  than  $3,000,000;  and  the 
several  appropriations  for  suppressing  Indian  hos- 
tilities, made  by  congress  at  the  last  session,  and 
amounting  to  $5,000,000,  have  already  been  drawn 
from  the  treasury;  and  though  a considerable 
amount  is  yet  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  officers, 
the  whole  will  be  required  to  meet  expenses  already 
incurred. 

If  it  be  one  of  the  first  objects  of  legislation  to 
guard  against  the  evils  of  war,  then  must  it  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  prevention  of  Indian  hostilities,  so 
far  as  human  foresight!  is  competent  to  that  end, 
should  be  the  great  care  of  the  congress  of  the 
United  States.  For,  whilst  our  exposure  to  such 
hostilities  is  imminent,  the  evils  which  attend  them 
are  so  peculiar  and  unmitigated  as  to  bring  on  those 
public  agents  who  may  neglect  to  guard  against 
them  the  most  fearful  responsibility.  The  presence 
of  an  adequate  military  force  at  or  near  each  of  the 
points  where  the  Indians  are  numerous,  is  the  most 
effectual,  if  not  the  only  effectual  means  of  security 
and  defence.  In  my  judgment  such  a force  cannot 
be  furnished  by  our  present  establishment;  and  as 
neither  militia  nor  volunteers  can  be  employed  for 
permanent  garrisons,  the  object  can  only  be  ef- 
fected by  the  increase  of  the  regular  army.  I trust 
it  will  be  provided  for  without  delay. 

11.  Proposed  revision  of  the  pay  of  certain  officers. 
My  attention  having  been  called,  by  repeated  re- 
signations and  other  circumstances,  to  the  pay  of 
the  subordinate  grades,  I have  looked  into  the  sub- 
ject with  some  care,  and  the  result  is  a decided 
conviction  that  the  pay  of  the  several  grades  above 
that  of  second  lieutenant,  and  below  that  of  colonel, 

| ought  to  be  increased;,  and  that  a new  principle  of 
! periodical  increase  in  each  grade  ought  also  to  be 
introduced. 

By  the  law,  as  it  now  stands,  there  is  no  increase 
of  the  fixed  pay  and  emoluments,  except  when  the 
officer  is  promoted;  and,  as  promotion  in  time  of 
peace  is  generally  very  slow,  officers  may  serve 
over  ten  years  in  a single  grade,  and,  after  a ser- 
vice of  twenty  or  thirty  years,  may  still  rise  no 
higher  than  a majority,  or  even  a captaincy.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  will  occasionally  happen  that  resig- 
nations, or  other  casulties,  may  produce  numerous 
vacancies,  within  a comparatively  short  period,  in 
particular  regiments,  which  may  lead  to  rapid  pro- 
motions, so  that  a second  lieutenant  may,  within 
three  or  four  years  after  entering  the  service,  be 
advanced  to  a captaincy.  To  remedy  the  inade- 
quacy of  the  present  system,  when  promotion  is 
slow,  and  to  prevent  its  inequality,  when  its  move- 
ment in  particular  regiments  is  rapid,  it  has  oc- 
curred to  me  that  it  would  be  expedient  and  just 
to  introduce  the  additional  feature  of  increasing 
the  pay  after  five  years’  service  in  any  one  grade, 
agreeably  to  the  precedents  established  by  the  act 
of  1834,  in  relation  to  surgeons  and  assistant  sur- 
geons of  the  army,  and  by  the  act  of  1835,  regulat- 
ing the  pay  of  surgeons  in  the  navy. 

Concurrently  with  the  introduction  of  this  prin- 
ciple, I would  also  revise  the  scale  of  pay  and 
emoluments,  with  a view  to  a moderate  increase 
of  the  different  grades  above  that  of  second  lieu- 
tenant and  under  that  of  colonel.  I think  it  would 
be  just  to  allow  to  second  lieutenants,  for  the  first 
years  from  the  dates  of  their  commissions,  the 
present  pay  and  emoluments  of  their  grade;  and  to 
those  who  have  been  in  commission  over  five  years, 
the  present  pay  and  emoluments  of  a first  lieuten- 
ant; to  first  lieutenants  for  the  first  five  years  the 
present  pay  and  emoluments  of  a captain;  and  to 
those  who  have  been  commissioned  over  five  years, 
a corresponding  increase;  and,  in  like  manner,  to 
provide  for  an  increase  in  the  pay  of  those  captains, 
majors  and  lieutenant  colonels,  who  shall  have 
been  in  commission  over  five  years,  taking  care, 
however,  that  the  increase,  by  means  of  five  years’ 
service  in  one  grade,  shall  not  be  more  than  one- 
half  the  difference  between  the  first  pay  of  such 
grade  and  the  first  pay  of  the  next  grade.  The 
effect  of  this  double  arrangement  for  increase  of 
compensation  would  be  to  secure  to  the  officer  the 
certainty  of  an  increase  of  pay,  at  periodical  stages, 
corresponding  to  the  probable  increase  in  his  wants, 
and  in  the  value  of  his  services.  But  it  would  not 


! interfere  with  the  ancient  and  just  practice  of  in- 
j creasing  the  pay  of  the  officer  on  his  advancement 
I to  a higher  grade.  When  promotions  are  slow,  the 
1 principle  is  greatly  needtd,  and  then  it  would  ap- 
i ply;  when  they  are  rapid,  it  would  not  be  needed, 
and  would  not  take  place. 

As  the  pay,  emoluments  and  allowances  now 
given  by  lawr  depend  on  the  grade  of  the  officer, 
the  corps  to  which  he  belongs,  and  his  particular 
positioii  and  circumstances,  the  attempt  to  state 
them  in  this  place  would  lead  to  inconvenient  pro- 
lixity; and  should  you  think  proper  to  submit  the 
subject  to  congress,  the  proper  information  can 
be  laid  before  the  committees  of  that  body.  It 
is,  however,  deserving  of  consideration  whether 
the  principle  adopted  in  the  act  of  1835,  regulating 
the  pay  of  the  navy,  by  which  all  allowances,  (ex- 
cept for  travelling  expenses  when  under  orders), 
are  prohibited,  and  a gross  sum  in  lieu  thereof 
added  to  the  pay,  may  not,  to  some  extent  at  least, 
be  idvantageously  followed.  The  whole  subject 
undoubtedly  demands  revision,  especially  with  a 
viev  to  retain  in  the  departments  of  engineering, 
andother  branches  requiring  scientific  attainments 
of  ahigh  order,  experienced  and  valuable  officers. 
Several  of  that  class  have  retired  from  the  army 
duriig  the  year,  induced,  as  I have  Teason  to  sup- 
posqjby  the  inadequacy  of  the  existing  compensa- 
tion and  the  great  demand  for  their  services  in 
civi  life. 

1!.  Proposed  increase  of  the  pay  of  privates — 
lam  bounty  on  re-enlistments.  I think  it  highly 
expedient  that  the  pay  of  privates  should  also  be 
inenased.  They  are  now'  allowed,  when  serving 
as  calvary  in  the  regiment  of  dragoons,  eight  dol- 
lars per  month;  in  all  other  cases  six  dollars  per 
moith.  No  bounty  is  given  except  on  a second 
enlstment,  which  is  encouraged  by  a gratuity  of 
twe  months’  pay.  In  consequence  of  the  great 
inciease  in  the  price  of  labor,  it  has  "been  found 
difficult,  during  the  last  year,  to  procure  able 
boded  men  to  supply  the  places  of  those  soldiers 
wh'se  term  of  service  had  expired;  and  the  recruit- 
ingof  the  second  regiment  of  dragoons,  and  to  fill 
upvacancies  in  the  other  regiments,  goes  on  very 
slovly.  I submit  whether  jt  be  not  advisable  to 
incease  the  regular  pay;  and  as  the  services  of  an 
experienced  and  disciplined  soldier  are  far  more 
varable  than  those  of  a new  recruit,  I cannot  doubt 
the  propriety  of  increasing  the  bounty  on  re-enlist- 
mmt.  It  might  be  granted  in  land  at  less  inconve- 
nience to  the  government  than  if  paid  in  money, 
anl  w'ould  probably  be  equally  acceptable  to  the 
sodier.  And  as  the  service  of  the  army,  for  some 
yews  to  come,  will  be  chiefly  on  our  western  fron- 
tiers, most  of  the  men,  when  discharged  in  that  re- 
ion,^ would  probably  find  it  for  their  interest  to 
ecotie  actual  settlers.  The  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment, in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  public 
lands, would  thus  be  promoted;  and  the  settlers, 
whom '•his  arrangement  would  plant  on  the  fron- 
tiers, wuld  be  found,  from  their  military  know- 
ledge, aiong  the  most  useful  of  their  class.  These 
objects  light  be  still  further  promoted  bv  giving  an 
increaseiquantity  of  land  on  the  condition  of  actual 
settlemer. 

13.  Prtifosal  for  the  employment  of  chaplains. — 
Some  proigion,  as  it  appears  to  me,  should  be  made 
for  securini  to  the  army  the  services  of  chaplains. 
The  act  of  April  12,  1S08,  required  one  chaplain, 
with  thepa;and  emoluments  of  a major  of  infantry, 
to  be  appoited  to  each  brigade.  This  provision 
was  contimid  in  force  until  superceded  by  the  act 
of  the  3d  olMarch,  1815,  fixing  the  military  peace 
establishmet;  and  there  is  now  no  authority  for 
employing  ich  an  officer  in  the  army  at  the  public 
expense,  exepc  at  the  military  academy. 

The  constution  of  the  United  States  has  wisely 
provided  tin  congress  “shall  make  no  law  respect- 
ing an  estabshment  of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the 
free  exercis  thereof;”  but  this  cannot  lessen  the 
obligation  ocongre.ss  to  furnish  to  the  officers  and 
men  employl  in  the  military  service  such  oppor- 
tunities of  riigious  Worship  and  of  moral  culture 
as  may  be  cmpatible  with  the  appropriate  duties 
of  the  army  And  when  it  is  considered  that  even 
the  commoisoldier  resumes,  sooner  or  later,  the 
character  ofi  citizen,  how  important  does  it  be- 
come that  hehould  be  shielded  as  much  as  possi- 
ble from  theernicious  influences  to  which  a mili- 
tary life  is  uially  exposed?  The  enlightening  and 
tranquillizinl  effects  of  a regular  attendance  on 
public  worsb,  and  the  aid  which  a judicious  and 
devoted  chapin  may  give,  in  the  promotion  of  dis- 
cipline and  lbordination,  ought  not  to  be  over- 
looked in  thorganization  of  an  army. 

Since  lSlfthe  services  of  the  chaplains  at  the 
fixed  posts  hire  frequently  been  secured  by  volun- 
tary contribiions,  collected  and  applied,  as  I un- 
derstand, by  le  council  of  administration.  As  the 
officers  comjsing  that  council  will  be  enabled  to 
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consult  the  wishes  of  the  garrison,  and  are,  in  other 
respects,  better  qualified  to  make  judicious  selec- 
tions for  services  of  this  nature  than  the  authorities 
at  the  seat  of  government,  I recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  a law  authorising  them  to  select  and  em- 
ploy chaplains  from  time  to  time,  and  giving  to  the 
persons  so  employed  the  pay  and  emoluments  of 
such  grade  as  congress  may  think  proper  to  pte- 
scribe.  To  each  regiment,  when  employed  in  (he 
field,  the  like  arrangement  might  be  extended. 

14.  General  condition  of  the  army,  &c.  The  va- 
cancies in  the  rank  and  file  being  numerous,  anl 
many  officers  of  the  line  being  engaged  on  detach- 
ed service,  or  absent  with  leave,  or  on  furlough,  the 
army,  though  in  a high  state  of  discipline,  has  not 
been  found  in  the  fittest  condition  for  active  field 
service.  And  notwithstanding  the  successive  or- 
ders which  have  been  issued,  directing  officers 
to  join  their  regiments,  the  deficiency  in  officers 
has  not  yet  been  supplied — many  having  resigned, 
and  others  being  so  situated,  by  reason  of  sickness, 
or  other  causes,  as  to  make  a suspension  of  the  or- 
ders, in  respect  to  them,  unavoidable.  These  cir- 
cumstances, however,  only  enhance  the  merits  of 
the  olficers  and  men,  whether  regulars,  marines, 
militia,  or  volunteers,  who  have  encountered  the 
difficulties,  privations  and  perils  of  field  service  on 
the  western  frontier,  and  in  the  south.  Several  in- 
stances have  occurred,  during  the  war  with  the  SeJ 
minoles,  in  which  our  troops  have  nobly  sustained 
the  honor  of  the  American  name;  and  those  who 
will  dispassionately  consider  the  events  of  the  past 
year  will  find,  in  the  services  of  the  army,  many 
strong  claims  on  the  confidence  and  gratitude  of  the 
nation. 

The  general-in-chief  has  noticed  in  his  report, 
and  in  appropriate  terms,  the  gallantry  and  good 
conduct  of  brigadier  general  Clinch,  who  com- 
manded in  Florida  on  the  breaking  out  of  hostilities 
in  that  quarter.  The  merits  of  that  officer  were  sc 
highly  appreciated  by  this  department,  that  his  resig- 
nation was  not  accepted  until  it  had  been  ascertain- 
ed to  have  been  rendered  necessary  by  important 
private  affairs.  In  consequence,  doubtless,  of  pend- 
ing inquiries,  gen.  Macomb’s  report  intimates  nq 
opinion  as  to  the  conduct  or  operations  of  any  otheij 
general  officer  in  Florida,  or  in  the  Creek  country. 
This  forbearance  was  manifestly  proper,  as  will  bq 
intimated  by  the  department.  But  it  is  not  inconn 
sistent  with  the  rule  thus  adopted,  to  express  the 
hope  that  it  may  ultimately  appear  that  nothing  has 
occurred  to  justify  permanent  estrangement  be- 
tween soldiers  who  trod  together  the  path  of  re- 
nown, nor  to  dim  the  lustre  of  those  honorable  ser- 
vices which  each  has  rendered  to  his  country. 

II.  MILITIA  AND  VOLUNTEERS. 

It  has  already  been  stated  that,  within  the  list 
year,  no  less  than  about  24,500  militia  and  volui- 
teers  have  been  mustered  into  the  service  of  he 
United  States.  As  these  forces,  when  in  aeual 
service,  form  a part  of  the  army  of  the  Urited 
States,  such  particulars  concerning  those  empoyed 
during  the  year,  as  seemed  proper  to  be  noticed  in 
this  report,  have  been  presented  under  the  peced- 
ing  head. 

The  defective  organization  of  the  militia  va3  no- 
ticed at  length  in  the  last  annual  report  ol'the  se- 
cretary of  war:  and  the  outlines  were  suggested  of 
a plan  for  its  improvement,  which  received  your 
sanction,  and  was  submitted  to  congres  in  the 
opening  message  of  the  last  session.  No  egislative 
action  having  been  had  on  the  subject,!  deem  it 
my  duty  to  invite  to  it  your  renewed  atteition.  If 
any  arguments,  in  addition  to  those  hereufore  urg- 
ed, were  needed  on  this  point,  they  wouh  be  found 
in  the  experience  of  the  last  year.  Whik  the  calls 
on  the  militia  have  been  answered  in  i manner 
highly  honorable  to  their  patriotism,  the'  have  led 
to  new  illustrations  of  their  deficiencies  n organi- 
zation and  discipline.  The  matter  has  'ery  often 
been  presented  to  the  consideration  of  congress; 
and,  until  the  constitutional  power  of  organizing, 
arming  and  disciplining  this  arm  of  the  ntional  de- 
fence shall  have  been  more  adequately  e.ercised,  it 
will  continue  to  be  a duty  to  invoke  theiienlighten- 
ed  interposition. 

III.  FORTIFICATIONS,  ARSENALS,  RODS,  &C. 

The  present  condition  of  our  fortificsions,  arse- 
nals and  other  works  of  public  defence  will  suffi- 
ciently appear  by  reference  to  the  acompanying 
documents  from  the  engineer  and  ordnnee  depart- 
ments; and  the  elaborate  and  very  abl  report  of 
the  secretary  of  war  of  the  7th  of  Aprilast,  trans- 
mitted to  the  senate  with  your  messagiof  the  fol- 
lowing day,  contains  so  full  a view  of  tfe  measures 
proper  to  be  taken  for  their  completiorand  arma- 
ment, as  to  make  any  further  observatms  on  that 
point  superfluous  in  tins  place.  I woul,  however, 
particularly  invite  your  attention,  and  Iso  that  of 
congress,  to  the  proposal  contained  in  hat  paper, 
and  in  the  last  annual  report,  for  the  eablishment 


of  a national  foundry  for  cannon,  and  to  the  sugges- 
tions on  the  subject  of  depots  for  arms,  then  also 
submitted. 

The  reports  of  the  chief  engineer  and  of  the  head 
of  the  topographical  bureau  must  also  be  referred 
to  for  a succinct  account  of  the  present  condition 
of  the  Cumberland  and  other  roads,  and  of  the  har- 
bors and  other  improvements  authorised  by  law. 

IV.  MILITARY  ACADEMY  AT  WEST  POINT. 

The  report  of  the  board  of  visiters,  giving  the 
results  of  the  last  annual  examination,  is  well  cal- 
culated to  confirm  the  favorable  opinion  so  general- 
ly entertained  in  respect  to  this  institution.  It  also 
states  some  facts  which,  it  may  be  hoped,  will  re- 
move some  of  those  misapprehensions  which  have 
occasionally  prevailed  to  the  prejudice  of  that  esta- 
blishment. 

By  the  existing  law,  each  cadet,  on  his  appoint- 
ment, is  required  to  sign  articles,  by  which  he  en- 
gages to  serve  five  years,  unless  sooner  discharged. 
As  four  years  of  this  term,  by  the  regulations  in 
force  since  1819,  are  to  be  spent  at  the  academy, 
the  engagement  secures  to  the  United  States  only 
one  year’s  service  after  graduation.  It  appears, 
however,  from  the  report  of  the  visiters,  that  out  of 
841  graduates,  the  total  number  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  institution,  only  sixty-five  had 
resigned  at  the  end  of  their  term  of  enlistment. — 
The  visiters  also  ascertained  that,  out  of  the  same 
number,  403  still  remained  in  the  army;  and  that, 
of  the  others,  fifteen  had  been  killed  in  battle,  and 
106  had  otherwise  died  in  service.  These  facts  il- 
lustrate the  value  of  the  institution  as  one  of  the 
effective  means  of  providing  for  the  national  de- 
fence. 

Whilst  it  thus  appears  that  the  public  service  has 
not  been  materially  prejudiced  by  the  early  resig- 
nation of  the  graduates,  I am  yet  inclined  to  think 
that  its  interests  should  be  more  effectually  secur- 
ed. In  my  judgment,  the  engagement  for  service 
after  graduation  should  be  considerably  prolonged; 
and  the  graduate  should  be  made  liable  by  law,  in 
case  of  his  discharge  after  graduation  and  short  of 
the  prescribed  term,  for  neglect  of  duty  or  other 
misconduct,  to  pay  to  the  government  an  equivalent 
for  the  expenses  incurred  in  his  education  and  sup- 
port. Such  a provision  would  not  only  be  just  in 
itself,  but  seems  due  to  other  considerations.  As 
there  is  no  constitutional  authority  to  maintain  the 
institution,  except  as  a part  of  the  military  esta- 
blishment necessary  to  the  defence  of  the  country, 
it  should  be  so  regulated  as  to  contribute  directly  to 
that  end.  Such,  also,  seems  to  have  been  the  de- 
sign of  the  act  of  1812,  in  prescribing  the  articles 
above  referred  to.  There  was  at  that  time  no  pre- 
scribed term  of  study;  and,  as  the  position  of  the 
cadet,  on  his  entrance,  was  regulated  by  the  extent 
of  its  attainments,  he  might,  and,  as  I understand, 
usually  did,  complete  his  course  in  about  two  years. 
It  was,  therefore,  intended  by  the  framers  of  the 
act  of  1812,  that  a term  of  army  service  should  be 
secured,  equivalent,  in  some  measure,  to  the  ex- 
pense incurred  by  the  government.  I recommend 
the  reassertion  of  this  principle  in  a new  enactment, 
adopted  to  the  changes  since  made  in  the  term  of 
study. 

The  board  of  visiters  having  submitted  various 
propositions  for  the  enlargement  of  the  public  build- 
ings, and  of  the  courses  of  instruction,  I have 
deemed  it  due  to  the  subject  as  well  as  to  the  high 
character  of  the  board,  to  present  their  suggestions 
to  your  consideration  and  to  that  of  congress. — 
They  are  accordingly  embraced  in  the  estimates 
made  by  the  chief  engineer,  with  a single  excep- 
tion, which  could  not  be  submitted  in  that  form. 
The  recommendation  thus  excepted  relates  to  the 
duties  of  the  chaplain.  By  the  second  section  of 
the  act  of  the  14th  of  April,  ISIS,  it  is  provided 
that  there  shall  be  one  chaplain  stationed  at  the  mi- 
litary academy  at  West  Point,  who  shall  also  be 
professor  of  geography,  history  and  ethics.  To  as- 
sist the  chaplain  in  the  duties  of  his  professorship, 
an  officer  of  the  army  has  been  associated  with 
him,  and  the  two  instruct  in  the  branches  above 
named,  and  also  in  grammar  and  rhetoric,  and  in 
the  elements  of  political  science,  including  the  law 
of  nations  arid  the  constitutional  law  of  the  United 
States.  It  has  been  found  physically  impossible 
for  the  chaplain  to  give  adequate  attention  to  his 
clerical  duties,  and,  with  the  aid  of  one  assistant,  to 
instruct  in  a suitable  manner  in  the  various  studies 
above  named.  The  consequence  is,  that  the  reli- 
gious instruction  of  the  cadets  receives  less  atten- 
tion than  is  commensurate  with  its  importance, 
and  with  the  probable  intent  of  the  act  of  congress. 
The  visiters,  therefore,  recommend,  and  the  sug- 
gestion strikes  me  as  important,  either  that  the 
functions  of  the  chaplain  be  separated  from  those  of 
the  professor,  or  that  another  assistant  be  provided 
to  aid  him  in  the  professorship.  The  latter  mode 
of  relief  may  be  extended  by  executive  regulation; 


but  the  former  is  deemed  most  appropriate,  and  lor 
that  reason  the  int*rposition  of  congress  is  solicit- 
ed. 

V.  IJDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

The  report  of  the  commissioner  of  Indian  affairs, 
herewith  laid  before  you,  embraces  a detailed  ac- 
count of  the  operatons  of  his  office  during  the  past 
year. 

It  appears  from  iliat  document  that,  within  this 
period,  more  than  18,000  Indians,  of  whom  400 
were  Seminoles,  16,900  Creeks,  and  the  remainder 
Pottawatainies,  havt  reached  the  w’est  bank  of  the 
Mississippi,  on  thcii  way  to  their  new  homes;  and 
that  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  removal 
of  the  residue  of  tlose  tribes  at  as  early  a day  as 
circumstances  shall  allow.  The  mere  process  of 
removal  has  been  onducted  with  greater  expedi- 
tion, as  much  economy,  and  as  little  of  suffering 
and  privation  to  the  Indians  as  in  former  years;  but 
the  opposition  made  by  the  hostile  portions  of  the 
Seminoles  and  Creeis,  already  noticed  under  a for- 
mer head,  has  subjected  the  ’government,  in  those 
cases,  to  the  painful  necessity  of  resorting  to  co- 
ercive measures,  which,  in  respect  to  the  Semi- 
noles, are  yet  contiiued. 

The  same  report  ilso  exhibits  the  progress  made 
by  the  commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of 
the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
1st  ot  July,  1836,  ’equesting  the  president  of  the 
United  States  “tocanse  measures  to  be  taken  for 
investigating  certan  alleged  frauds  in  the  purchase 
of  the  reservations  of  the  Creek  Indians,  and  the 
causes  of  their  hostilities.”  The  investigations, 
thus  directed,  have  necessarily  suspended  the  action 
of  the  executive  oi  many  contracts  for  the  sale  of 
Creek  reservations,  and  there  are  also  other  difficul- 
ties in  respect  to  them  which  will  probably  require 
the  intervention  of  congress. 

A commissioner  has  recently  been  appointed  to 
certify  contracts  and  to  take  proof  of  residence, 
under  the  treaty  with  the  Choctaws  of  the  27th  of 
September,  1830,  and  has  probably  entered  on  the 
duties  assigned  him. 

The  provisions  of  the  treaties  of  1S32  and  1834 
with  the  Chickasaws,  which  are  to  be  carried  into 
effect  before  their  removal,  have  been  nearly  com- 
pleted; and  an  arrangement,  it  is  hoped,  will  soon 
be  concluded  between  them  and  the  Choctaws 
west  of  the  Mississippi  for  a portion  of  the  territory 
assigned  to  the  latter. 

Measures  lave  been  taken  for  fulfilling  the  en- 
gagements of  the  United  States  contained  in  the 
treaties  with  the  Chippewas  and  Ottawas,  the 
Swan-creek  aid  Black-river  bands  of  the  Chippe- 
was, and  the  Wyandots,  ratified  at  the  last  session 
of  the  senate;  and,  so  far  as  allowed  by  the  short 
time  which  has  since  elapsed,  those  engagements 
have  been  faithfully  executed. 

Immediately  after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty 
with  the  Cherokeas  east  of  the  Mississippi,  the  ini- 
tiatory measures  for  carrying  it  into  effect  were 
taken  by  the  department;  and  though  much  retard- 
ed by  various  unforeseen  occurrences,  they  are 
now  going  on  with  all  the  despatch  of  which  the 
case  is  susceptible.  The  military  movements 
deemed  necessary  to  the  maintenance  of  peace, 
and  to  the  enforcement  of  the  treaty,  have  already 
been  noticed.  Efforts  have  recently  been  made  by 
Mr.  John  Ross,  and  by  those  of  his  people  of  v,:hom 
he  is  understood  to  be  the  leader,  to  excite  opposi- 
tion to  the  treaty,  and  to  prevent  its  execution;  but 
it  is  believed  that  the  steps  taken  by  the  govern- 
ment will  be  sufficient  to  counteract  those  efforts. 
The  more  intelligent  part  of  the  Cherokees  are 
well  satisfied  with  the  treaty,  and  the  prompt  and 
faithful  execution,  on  our  part,  of  its  very  liberal 
provisions,  will  doubtless  secure  the  gooil-will  of 
the  great  mass  of  the  nation,  and  issue  in  their 
peaceful  establishment  with  their  brethren  in  the 
west. 

Treaties  have  been  made  with  the  Indians  who 
have  emigrated  from  New  York  to  Green  Bay,  for 
lands  on  both  sides  of  Fox  river;  and  with  four 
bands  of  Pottawatamies  residing  in  the  state  of  In- 
diana, for  the  extinguishment  of  their  title  to  the 
sections  of  land  reserved  for  them  in  the  treaties  of 
October,  1S32.  Negotiations  have  also  been  com- 
menced with  the  Indians  of  New  York,  for  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  their  title  to  lands  in  that  state,  and 
for  their  removal  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi. — 
With  a view  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian 
title  to  the  country  between  the  state  of  Missouri 
and  the  Missouri  river,  negotiations  were  opened 
with  the.  tribes  interested  therein  for  the  relinquish- 
ment of  their  rights;  and  treaties  to  that  effect  have 
already  been  concluded  with  the  Ioways  and  Sac3 
of  Missouri,  Omahas,  Yancton  and  Santie  Sioux, 
and  Ottoes  and  Missourias.  Measures  have  also 
been  taken  for  opening  negotiations  with  the  unit- 
ed nation  of  Ottawas,  Chippewas  and  Pottawata- 
mies, for  an  exchange  of  the  lands  north  of  the 
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ZMissourias  river,  signed  to  them  ly  the  treaty  of 
Chicago  of  1833,  for  lands  south  ol  that  river;  and 
with  the  Miamies,  for  a cession  of  their  lands  in 
Indiana. 

The  commissioner  points  out  several  defects  in 
the  laws  relative  to  Indian  affairs,  tnd,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  remedying  those  defects,  mbmits  various 
propositions,  to  which  I beg  leave  to  call  your  at- 
tention, as  worthy  of  being  preserled  to  the  con- 
sideration of  congress.  He  also  ecommends  the 
removal  of  the  seat  of  the  superiiitendency  of  In- 
dian affairs  from  St.  Louis,  where  it  is  now  fixed 
by  law,  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  or  some  other  point 
on  the  Missouri  river;  and  the  sibstitution  of  full 
agencies  for  the  present  sub-agendes  of  the  Creeks, 
Cherokees  and  Osages,  as  measure)  rendered  neces- 
sary by  the  onerous  nature  of  the  duties  now  pres- 
sing on  the  incumbents  of  those  ofices,  and  by  the 
great  accessions  recently  made,  an!  hereafter  to  be 
made,  to  the  tribes  west  of  the  Miisissippi. 

From  the  facts  stated  by  the  Commissioner,  it 
would  seem  that  the  proviso  to  the  act  of  the  3d 
of  March,  1835,  making  appropriations  for  the 
Delaware  breakwater,  &c.  operate  harshly  on  the 
military  officers  in  the  Indian  department.  I con- 
cur in  the  propriety  of  asking  from  congress,  as  an 
act  of  justice  to  those  officers,  the  allowance  of  a 
commission  on  disbursements,  as  lecommended  by 
the  commissioner. 

Connected  with  the  general  subjsct  of  our  Indian 
relations  are  two  measures,  proposed  by  the  com- 
missioner, which  I deem  of  great  moment.  They 
are,  the  organization  of  an  efficient  system  for  the 
protection  and  government  of  the  Indian  country 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  establishment  of 
military  posts  for  the  protection  of  that  country  and 
of  our  own  frontiers,  in  addition  fo  those  now  au- 
thorised by  law. 

These  measures  are  due  to  the  bumerous  tribes 
whom  we  have  planted  in  this  extensive  territory, 
and  to  the  pledges  and  encouragements  by  which 
they  were  induced  to  consent  to  alchange  of  resi- 
dence. We  may  now  be  said  to  have  consummated 
the  policy  of  emigration,  and  to  have  entered  on  an 
era  full  of  interest  to  both  parties.  It  .nvolves  the 
last  hopes  of  humanity  in  respect  to  the  Indian 
tribes;  and  though,  to  the  United  States,  its  issues 
cannot  be  equally  momentous,  they  yet  deeply  con- 
cern our  prosperity  and  honor.  It  therefore  be- 
hooves us,  at  this  juncture,  seriously  to  examine 
the  relations  which  exist  between  the  United  States 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  Indian  couitry,  to  look 
into  the  duties  which  devolve  on  us,  ard  to  mature 
a system  of  measures  for  their  just  aid  constant 
execution. 

In  almost  every  treaty  providing  forthe  emigra- 
tion of  an  Indian  tribe,  the  impossibility  of  preserv- 
ing it  from  extinction,  if  left  within  the  limits  of 
any  of  the  states,  or  organized  territories  of  the  U. 
States,  and  thus  exposed  to  the  advances  of  the 
white  population,  is  expressly  recognized.  The 
advantages  which  the  tribe  will  derive  from  its  es- 
tablishment in  a territory  to  be  exclusively  occupi- 
ed by  red  men,  under  the  solemn  guaranties  and  the 
paternal  care  of  the  United  States,  are  uniformly 
insisted  on.  In  the  treaty  with  the  Choctaws  of 
the  27th  of  September,  1830,  the  wish  of  the  tribes 
to  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  a delegate  in  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  United  States  is  expressly 
mentioned;  and,  though  not  acceded  toby  the  com- 
missioners of  the  United  States,  yet  they  insert  it 
in  the  treaty,  “that  congress  may  consider  of  and 
decide  the  application.” 

In  the  late  treaty  with  the  Cherokees  east  of  the 
Mississippi,  it  is  expressly  stipulated  “that  they 
shall  be  entitled  to  a delegate  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, whenever  congress  shall  make  provision 
for  the  same.”  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the 
hopes  thus  held  out  to  these  tribes  had  an  import- 
ant influence  in  determining  them  to  consent  to  emi- 
grate to  their  new  homes  in  the  west. 

Although  some  of  the  Indians  have  made  consi- 
derable advances  in  civilization,  they  all  need  the 
guardianship  of  the  United  States.  To  leave  them 
to  the  barbarism  of  their  own  institutions,  with  the 
inadequate  assistance  of  an  agent,  and  the  slight 
control  of  the  general  superintendent,  would  be  im- 
prudent as  it  regards  ourselves,  and  unjust  towards 
them.  Under  such  a system,  hostilities  will  fre- 
quently break  out  between  the  different  tribes,  and 
sometimes  between  them  and  the  inhab.tarits  of  our 
frontiers,  attended,  in  both  cases,  by  the  usual  con- 
sequences of  savage  warfare.  To  fulfil  in  their 
true  spirit  the  engagements  into  which  we  have 
entered,  we  must  institute  a comprehensive  system 
of  guardianship,  adapted  to  the  circumstances  and 
wants  of  the  people,  and  calculated  to  lead  them, 
gradually  and  safely,  to  the  exercise  of  self-govern- 
ment. And,  at  as  early  a day  as  circumstances  will 
allow,  the  expectations  authorised  by  the  passage 
above  quoted  from  the  treaties  with  the  Choctaws 


and  Cherokees  should  be  fulfilled.  Indeed,  from 
the  facts  stated  by  the  commissioner,  it  is  scarcely 
to  be  doubted  that  the  Choctaws  are  already  in  a 
condition  to  justify  the  measure.  The  daily  pre- 
sence of  a native  delegate  on  the  floor  of  the  hou*“ 
of  representatives  of  the  United  States,  presenting, 
as  occasion  may  require,  to  that  dignified  assembly, 
the  interests  of  his  people,  would,  more  than  any 
other  single  act,  attest  to  the  world  and  to  the  Indian 
tribes  the  sincerity  of  our  endeavors  for  their  pre- 
servation and  happiness.  In  the  successful  issue  of 
these  endeavors  we  shall  find  a more  precious  and 
durable  accession  to  the  glory  of  our  country,  than 
by  any  triumph  we  can  achieve  in  arts  or  in  arms. 

The  duty  of  planting  a line  of  posts  near  the  bor- 
ders of  the  Indian  country,  and  of  opening  along 
it  a free  communication  for  the  passage  of  troops, 
has  already  been  recognized  by  the  present  congress, 
by  the  act  of  the  2d  of  July,  1836,  “to  provide  for 
the  better  protection  of  the  western  frontier.”  This 
law  authorises  the  president  to  cause  to  be  opened 
a military  road  from  some  point  upon  the  right  bank 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  between  the  mouth  of  the 
St.  Peter’s  and  the  mouth  of  the  Des  Moines,  to 
Red  river;  and  it  contemplates  the  establishment 
of  “military  posts”  at  such  places  along  said 
road  as  the  president  may  think  proper,  “for  the 
protection  of  the  frontier,  and  for  the  preservation 
of  the  necessary  communication.”  But  this  line  of 
posts,  though  it  will  probably  be  sufficient,  if  well 
garrisoned,  to  protect  our  own  frontier,  will  not  be 
all  that  caution  and  good  faith  will  require.  To  ex- 
ercise the  necessary  supervision  over  the  emigrated 
Indians,  to  preserve  peace  among  the  different  tribes, 
and  to  protect  them  from  their  savage  neighbors,  we 
must  also  establish  posts  at  convenient  positions  in 
the  interior  of  their  countiy. 

The  establishment  and  maintenance  of  these  va- 
rious posts  is  due  to  the  emigrated  tribes,  for  other 
reasons.  By  the  most  sacred  pledges,  the  territory 
in  which  we  have  planted  them  is  to  be  perpetually 
theirs;  the  white  man,  with  certain  specified  excep- 
tions, is  not  to  reside  among  them.  The  pledges 
have  been  given  in  the  utmost  sincerity,  and  the 
American  people  cannot  but  desire  that  they  should 
be  honorably  redeemed.  Without  a strong  military 
force — a force  adequate  to  repress  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  civilized  and  more  powerful  race,  how 
can  we  hope  for  their  fulfilment?  In  the  history  of 
the  Indian  tribes,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Missis- 
sippi, and,  indeed,  in  the  history  of  barbarians  in 
every  quarter  of  the  globe,  when  pressed  upon  by 
a civilized  population,  we  may  read  the  issue  of 
these  pledges,  unless  we  take  early  and  efficient 
measures  for  their  fulfilment.  The  measures  must 
be  such  as  will  arrest  the  causes  which,  in  all  other 
cases,  have  ended  in  the  extinction  of  the  weaker 
race.  The  operation  of  those  causes  cannot  be 
controlled  by  parchment  guaranties,  or  mere  moral 
considerations;  to  resist  and  counteract  them,  a phy- 
sical force  must  be  employed,  sufficiently  powerful 
and  vigilant  to  keep  them  constantly  in  check.  To 
my  view,  nothing  is  clearer  than  the  ultimate  failure 
of  the  great  experiment  we  have  commenced  with 
the  emigrated  Indians,  unless  we  secure  to  them, 
by  military  protection,  the  place  and  the  time  for  the 
fair  trial  of  that  experiment.  If  we  leave  them  un- 
protected, they  will  fade  away  as  other  tribes  have 
faded;  and  the  process,  as  in  their  cases,  will  be  di- 
versified by  the  same  sanguinary  events.  The  only 
difference  will  be,  that,  as  the  Indians  on  our  wes- 
tern frontiers  are  concentrated  in  greater  force  than 
has  ever  before  been  known  in  the  history  of  the 
race,  their  inroads,  if  not  more  frequent,  will  pro- 
bably be  more  terrible  and  disastrous  than  any 
which  have  yet  occurred. 

When  it  is  considered  that  the  emigration  of  the 
present  year  includes  great  numbers  recently  en- 
gaged in  open  hostilities,  and  that,  besides  these, 
there  are  probably  many  others  who  cherish  un- 
friendly feelings,  though  never  manifested  in  overt 
acts,  is  it  unreasonable  to  suppose  they  will  seize 
the  first  favorable  opportunity  to  gratify  the  strong- 
est of  savage  passions,  and  to  re-enact  the  scenes 
which  have  been  so  recently  exhibited  in  the  south? 
From  them,  and  from  the  events  yet  passing  before 
us,  we  may  learn  how  much  of  individual  suffer- 
ing and  of  national  calamity  may  be  occasioned  by 
even  a small  Indian  force,  organized  by  stealth,  and 
acting  with  characteristic,  quickness  and  ferocity. 
If  those  events  shall  only  teach  us  to  provide,  by 
wise  forecast,  against  the  repetition  of  similar  dis- 
asters, they  willnot  have  been  without  their  use. 
It  is  to  guard  against  the  recurrence  of  any  such 
event,  as  well  as  to  fulfil  our  plighted  faith  to  the 
tribes  now  settled  in  the  west,  that  I have  felt 
it  my  duty  to  enforce,  at  such  length,  the  view's 
presented  by  the  commissioner. 

VI.  pensions,  &c. 

The  sums  paid  to  pension  agents  for  disburse- 
ments during  the  current  year  amount  to  two  mil- 


lion six  hundred  and  ninety-nine  thousand,  four 
hundred  and  thirty  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents,  viz: 
For  paying  invalid  pensioners  " §276,450  00 

For  paying  revolutionary  pensioners, 
unaer  the  act  of  March,  18th,  1818  675,112  66 

For  paying  pensioners,  under  the  act 
of  June  7th,  1832,  including  pay- 
ments made  in  one  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-five cases,  allowed  under  the  act 
of  July  4th,  1836  1,563,376  »0 

For  paying  pensioners,  under  the  act 
of  May  15th,  1828  137,320  00 

For  paying  claims,  under  the  act  of 
Jily  5th,  1832,  granting  half-pay  to 
tie  officers  of  the  Virginia  state  troops  47,172  00 

§2,689,430  66 


The  particulars  of  which  will  appear  by  the  re- 
pot of  the  commissioner  of  pensions  and  the  ac- 
conpanying  tables. 

Under  the  act  of  the  4th  of  July  last,  granting 
hdf-pay  to  widow's  and  orphans  in  certain  cases, 
foir  hundred  and  thirty-six  claims  have  been  pre- 
seited,  of  which  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  have 
ben  admitted,  and  twenty-two  rejected.  The  re- 
mtinder  have  not  yet  received  official  decision. — 
Tie  payments  already  made  under  this  act  have 
ben  from  the  standing  appropriation  made  by  the 
ac  of  June  7th,  1832;  but  it  would  seem  to  be  more 
apropriate  that  they  should  be  specially  provided 
fo,  and  an  estimate  for  that  purpose  will  according- 
lybe  submitted. 

It  is  observed  by  general  Macomb,  and  also  by 
th  commissioner  of  pensions,  in  their  reports,  that 
tfe  existing  pension  laws  do  not  extend  to  the  wi- 
diws  and  orphans  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  re- 
gilar  army  all  the  benefits  now  enjoyed  by  the  wi- 
dows of  officers  and  soldiers  in  other  branches  of 
tfe  service.  This  arises  from  the  circumstance 
tfot  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  the  4th  of  July 
lat  is  expressly  confined  to  the  w idows  and  orphans 
olpersons  who  served  as  militia  or  volunteers.  I 
coicur  in  the  suggestion  that  this  difference  ought 
tebe  removed.  The  third  section  of  this  law  has 
bien  construed  to  apply  to  those  widows  only  whose 
hisbands  died  before  its  passage.  As  this  construc- 
tim,  though  demanded  by  the  words  employed, 
makes  a distinction  in  the  operation  of  the  law 
which  may  not  have  been  designed,  it  is  perhaps 
worthy  of  being  submitted  to  the  attention  of  con- 
gess. 

It  appears  from  the  accompanying  report  of  the 
oierations  of  the  bounty  land  office,  that  eight 
hmdred  and  seventy-six  claims  for  services  render- 
e<  in  the  revolutionary  war,  and  six  hundred  and 
nnety-two  for  services  rendered  during  the  last 
war,  were  presented  during  the  year  ending  the  30th 
of  September  last;  and  that  of  the  former,  forty,  and 
of  the  latter  and  similar  claims  previously  present- 
ed ard  suspended,  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
were  allowed. 


vii.  Fiscal  concerns  of  the  department. 

To  ey-ibit,  at  one  view,  a summary  of  the  various 
fiscal  operations  of  this  department  during  the  year 
1836,  I have  caused  to  be  prepared  the  tabular 
statemeit,  marked  A,  hereunto  annexed,  to  which 
I beg  leare  respectfully  to  refer. 

It  appeirs  from  that  document,  that,  on  the  1st 
day  of  Jamary,  1836,  the  various  sums  then  under 
the  controlof  the  department,  as  unexpended  ba- 
lances of  lolmer  appropriations,  or  by  virtue  of  the 
standing  aptropriations  made  by  the  revolutionary 
pension  an(  claims  acts  of  May  15,  1828.  June  7, 
1832,  and  July  5,  1832.  and  the  acts  of  April  23, 
1808,  and  jpril  29,  1816,  for  arming  and  equip- 
ping the  rilitia,  amounted,  in  the  aggregate,  to 
§5,675,746  [12. 

The  estimates  made  by  this  department  for  the 
service  of  136,  and  transmitted  to  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  and  by  him  laid  before  congress  at  the 
commencenent  of  the  last  session,  amounted  to 
§8,393,282|l9;  making,  when  added  to  the  above 
sum  of  §5,65,746  12,  an  aggregate  of  §14,069,026 
61,  which  ffis  all  then  supposed  by  the  department 
to  be  requied  for  the  service  of  183G,  on  account 
of  the  object  then  authorised  hv  law.  But,  in  con- 
sequence ofjtlie  military  operations  which  became 
necessary  dving  the  session,  the  conclusion  of  the 
treaty  with  le  Cherokees  and  other  Indian  tribes, 
and  the  varius  increased  or  newr  expenditures  di- 
rected by  cogress,  there  was  appropriated  at  the 
last  session.br  the  service  of  this  department,  an 
aggregate  o §28,242,331  28;  being  an  excess  of 
appropriate  > over  the  estimates  of  §14,849,04S  79; 
and  inakingwhen  added  to  the  unexpended  ba- 
lances and  s .nding  appropriations  above  mention- 
ed, the  sum  of  §28,918,077  40,  applicable  to  the 
service  of  136,  and  liable  to  be  drawn  out  of  the 
treasury  dung  the  year,  if  needed,  for  disburse- 
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year. 

Duriiig  the  .fast  three  quarters  of  the  year  1336, 
there  was  drawn  from  the  treasury,  and  placed  in 
dhe  hands  cf  disbursing  officers,  the  aggregate 
amount  ef  ,#13,514,456  27;  the  expenditure  of 
which,  so  far  as  tire  accounts  have  been  rendered 
and  settled,  will  appear  by  the  reports  of  the  several 
(bureaus  and  of  the  accounting  officers,  hereunto  an- 
nexed. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  expenditures  which  wil 
he  made  during  the  fourth  quarter  of  1836  wil 
.amount  to  $6,307,626  92.  In  this  sum  is  includ- 
ed all  that  remained,  at  the  end  of  the  third  quae 
ter,  of  the  different  appropriations,  amounting  t> 
$5,000(600,  made  during  the  last  session  for  the 
suppression  or  prevention  of  Indian  hostilities.  In- 
Meed,  those  appropriations  have  already  been  e* 
pended,  or  drawn  frcm  the  treasury  and  placed  it 
the  hands  of  disbursing  officers  for  expenditure. 

Should  the  expenditures  of  the  fourth  quarter  df 
1836  conform  to  the  preceding  estimate,  the  expert- 
•ditures  of  the  year  will  have  amounted  to  $20,322,083 
19;  ami  the  unexpended  balance  which  will  remai) 
an  the  treasury  on  the  31st  day  of  December,  183fl, 
applicable  to  the  service  of  1837,  will  be  $8,595,994 
21;  but  under  the  standing  appropriations  for  pen- 
sions, kc.  and  for  arming  the  militia,  above  men- 
tioned, there  will  afeo  be  under  the  control  of  th» 
-department,  for  the  year  1837,  so  much  as  may  be 
required  for  those  objects. 

The  aggregate  of  the  estimates  made  by  this  de- 
partment, for  the  service  of  the  year  1837,  an! 
transmitted  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  he 
included  in  his  general  estimate  to  be  laid  befoB; 
congress,  is  $10,758,-431  33;  which,  if  confirmed 
by  the  requisite  appropriations,  will  make,  when 
added  to  the  balance  of  $8,595,994  21,  estimate! 
to  remain  in  the  treasury  on  the  31st  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1836,  an  aggregate  of  $19,354,425  54,  applica- 
ble to  the  service  of  1837;  besides  the  amount  which 
may  be  required  from  the  standing  appropriations 
above  mentioned. 

The  various  bureaus  and  offices  of  the  departmejt 
to  which  the  sums  making  the  abovementioned  ag- 
gregates are  respectively  referable,  will  appear  by 
the  table  annexed,  marked  A;  and  the  details  of 
each  aggregate,  except  those  of  the  estimates,  wil 
appear  in  the  documents  from  those  bureaus  arid 
from  the  accounting  offices  accompanying  this  rt- 
port.  The  details  of  the  estimates  for  1837  are  ii- 
cluded  in  the  statement  transmitted  to  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  as  above  mentioned. 

The  estimates  for  the  year  1337  include  only 
those  objects  which  are  authorised  by  existing  la\Vs. 
The  estimates  for  the  engineer  office,  the  topogra- 
phical bureau  and  the  ordnance  department,  em- 
brace, in  accordance  with  the  usual  course  of  legis- 
lation, various  amounts,  which,  when  added  to  the 
present  unexpended  balances,  will  constitute,  in  the 
case  of  each  of  those  bureaus,  an  aggregate  amount 
much  larger,  in  all  probability,  than  can  be  actually 
expended  in  the  year  1837. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  estimates  above  mention- 
ed include  nothing  for  the  suppression  of  Indian 
hostilities,  nor  for  new  works,  or  any  other  objects 
not  already  authorised  by  law. 

A further  appropriation  is  immediately  needed 
for  the  suppression  and  prevention  of  Indian  hos- 
tilities, including  the  maintenance  of  the  volunteers 
on  the  south  western  frontier.  The  subject  does 
not  admit  of  specific  estimates;  but  there  is  danger 
that  at  least  $1,000,000  will  be  reqiired  for  this 
purpose. 

In  concluding,  I desire  to  express  nry  obligations 
to  the  experienced  and  able  heads  o'  the  several 
branches  of  the  department,  for  the  lid  they  have 
given  me  in  the  preparation  of  this  reprt.  Having 
very  recently  undertaken  the  temporary  care  of  the 
department,  and  many  of  its  affairs  hung  very  fo- 
reign to  my  ordinary  studies  and  pmsuits,  I have 
had,  in  this  matter,  as  well  as  in  other:,  constant  oc- 
casion for  their  assistance.  They  cmnot  be  held 
responsible  for  all  the  suggestions  coitained  in  this 
paper;  but  from  me,  at  least,  are  ju  tly  entitled  to 
this  tribute. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  high  respect, 
your  obedient  servant,  B.  F.  JUTLER, 

Secretary  ofvxr  ad  interim. 

To  the  president  o f the  United  Stats. 

POSTMASTER  GENERAL’S  REPORT. 

Post  office  department,  Dec.  5, 1836. 

To  the  president  of  ihe  United  States. 

Sir:  In  his  report  of  last  year,  he  undersigned 
stated  the  post  roads  of  the  Unitd  States  to  be 
about  112,774  miles  in  extent,  and  tie  annual  trans- 
portation of  the  mails  upon  them  equal  to  about 
25,869,486  miles. 


ineht,  although  it  was  doubtless  known,  when  the  I On  the  first  July  last,  the  post  roads  were  about 
appropriations  were  made,  that  in  many  cases  only  1 118,264  miles  in  extent,  and  the  annual  transporta- 
portione  thereof  would  be  so  needed  during  the  tion  of  the  mails  was  at  the  rate  of  27,578,620  miles, 

viz: 

On  horses  and  in  sulkies  8,291,504 

In  stages  17,408,820 

In  steamboats  and  rail  road  cars  1,878,296 

Within  the  quarter  ending  30th  September  last,  , 
improvements  were  ordered  on  old  mail  routes,  in- ! 
creasing  the  rate  of  annual  transportation  375,824  I 
miles,  306,592  miles  of  which  was  in  stages.  Of 
the  routes  established  at  the  last  session  of  congress, 
912  miles  have  been  put  under  contract,  adding 
140,000  miles  of  annual  transportation. 

An  express  mail  has  been  started  within  the  last 
month,  from  Philadelphia  to  Mobile,  a distance  of 

I, 230  miles,  adding  to  the  rate  of  annual  transporta- 
tions 895,440  mile3.  The  rate  of  annual  transporta- 
tion at  this  time  is  little  short  of  29,000,000  miles. 

Of  the  new  routes,  30,557  miles  remain  to  be  put 
in  operation,  which  will  add  to  the  annual  service 
3,487,788  miles. 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  first  assistant 
postmaster  general,  marked  1,  will  give  this  infor- 
mation more  in  detail. 

The  number  of  post  offices  in  the  United  States 
on  the  1st  July,  1835,  was  10,770;  and  on  the  1st 
July,  1836,  it  was  11,091;  and  on  the  1st  instant, 

II, 100. 

During  the  year  ending  the  30th  June  last,  666 
post  offices  were  established,  345  discontinued,  and 
there  were  1,844  changes  of  postmasters. 

The  number  of  post  offices  will  he  greatly  in- 
creased in  the  coming  year,  in  consequence  of  the 
great  extension  of  mail  routes. 

The  accruing  revenue  of  the  department  for  the 
year  ending  the  30th  of  June  last,  according  to  state- 
ments from  the  auditor’s  office  was  as  follows,  viz: 


From  letter  postages 

newspaper  and  pamphlets 
fines 

Estimated  for  deficient  returns 


$3,010,249  43 
376,217  13 
3,054  63 
8,934  00 


Total  $3,398,455  19 

The  engagements  and  liabilities  of  the  depart- 
ment for  the  same  year,  were  as  follows,  viz: 

For  transportation  of  the  mails, 
compensation  of  postmasters 
ship,  steamboat  and  way  letters 
wrapping  paper 
office  furniture 
advertising 
mail  bags 
blanks 

mail  locks  and  keys,  and  stamp 
mail  depredations,  and  special 
agents 

clerks  for  offices 
miscellaneous 

Estimated  for  claims  not  presented 


Total 


$1,63S,051 

76 

812,802 

67 

26,470 

76 

15,013 

82 

3,508 

35 

22,596 

43 

24,837 

44 

27,029 

06 

s 5,877 

07 

5,113 

12 

122,933 

35 

31,389 

93 

20,000 

00 

$2,755,623 

76 

Excess  of  revenue  over  engagements 
and  liabilities  $642,831  43 

In  the  report  of  last  year  the  excess  was  estimat- 
ed at  $476,227  00;  but  the  revenue  was  $105,763 
19  more  than  the  estimate,  and  the  expenditure 
$60,841  24  less,  which  accounts  for  the  difference. 

The  revenue  of  the  last  exceeds  that  of  the  pre- 
ceding year  $404,878  53,  equal  to  thirteen  and  a 
half  per  cent,  increase. 

The  general  condition  of  the  department  on  the 
1st  of  July  last,  is  shown  by  statements  from  the 
auditor’s  office  to  have  been  as  follows,  viz: 

Due  to  the  department  pri- 
or 1st  July,  1835  $602,482  40 

Deduct  for  bad  and  doubt- 
ful debts  131,327  36 

$471,155  04 

Due  to  the  department  for  the  year  end- 
ing 30th  June,  1836  590,111  51 

Cash  in  bank,  1st  July,  1836  192,005  46 

Due  from  the  treasury  for  extra  clerk 
hire  22,419  81 

Estimated  for  deficient  returns  8,934  00 


Total  available  means  $1,284,625  82 

Due  from  the  department 
accruing  priorto  1st  Ju- 
ly, 1835  $76,542  93 

Accruing  within  the  year 
ending  30th  June  last  546,240  88 
Estimate  of  claims  notpre- 
sented,  say  20,000  00 

$642,783  81 


Balance  in  favor  of  department  $641,842  01 
The  suspended  claims,  a part  of  which  has  been 
paid,  are  not  included  in  these  statements. 


Of  the  old  debts,  there  was  paid  out  of  the  reve- 
nue of  the  year  eiding  30th  June  last,  the  sum  of 
$466,376. 

As  anticipated  in  the  last  report,  the  bank  debt 
was  paid  off  in  April  last.  The  cash  in  bank  has 
since  rapidly  accumulated,  and  on  the  1st  Novem- 
ber last  was  $550000.  Deducting  all  outstanding 
warrants,  it  was  $S03,721  11.  The  sum  of  $83,278 
has  been  paid  to  Nessrs.  Stockton  & Stokes  on  the 
award  of  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  but  notwith- 
standing this  payment,  and  a great  extension  of 
mail  service,  it  is  estimated  that  the  cash  in  hank 
will  exceed  $600000  before  the  first  day  of  May 
next. 

The  accounts  of  postmasters  are  rendered,  and 
the  quarterly  halaaces  paid  by  them,  with  admira- 
ble promptitude.  There  are  1,010  post  offices, 
yielding  about  $382,000,  after  deducting  the  com- 
pensation of  postmasters  and  other  charges  paid  by 
them,  which  depisite  their  net  income  in  bank 
weekly  or  monthly  during  each  quarter,  or  with- 
in fifteen  days  alter  its  close.  There  are  9,388 
offices,  yielding  a net  revenue  of  about  $222,000 
quarterly,  which  ire  directed  to  pay  their  proceeds 
to  contractors  immediately  after  the  close  of  each 
quarter.  The  number  of  offices  directed  to  retain 
their  funds  until  drawn  upon,  is  yielding  about 
$8,600  quarterly.  The  balance  of  the  officers  are 
special,  and  pay  d.rectly  those  who  carry  the  mails  to 
them  for  the  proceeds,  except  a few  new  offices, 
and  others,  which  are  not  yet  arranged  under  either 
denomination.  From  an  examination  of  actual  re- 
sults, the  undersigned  is  warranted  in  saying  that 
more  than  ninety-five  per  cent,  of  the  revenue  of  this 
department  is  collected  within  thirty  days  after  the 
close  of  the  quarters  in  which  it  accrues,  without 
any  expense  therefor  whatsoever. 

By  an  examination  of  a portion  of  the  quarterly 
accounts,  it  appears  that  the  increase  of  revenue 
for  the  quarter  ending  thirtieth  September  last, 
over  the  corresponding  quarter  of  the  last  year, 
was  about  sixteen  per  cent.  The  ratio  will  proba- 
bly he  as  large  during  the  whole  year,  especially  as 
the  improvements,  the  express  mail,  and  the  new 
routes,  will  produce  a considerable  augmentation. 
For  safety,  however,  it  may  be  estimated  at  fifteen 
per  cent,  yielding  a revenue  for  the  year  ending 
30th  June,  1837,  amounting  to  $3,908,222. 

During  the  year  ending  the  30th  June,  1838,  the 
new  routes  and  other  improvements  in  the  mail 
service  will  doubtless  produce  a decided  effect  on 
the  income  of  the  department,  and  it  may  be  rea- 
sonably anticipated  that  there  will  be  an  advance 
of  at  least  fifteen  per  cent,  over  that  of  the  current 
year.  If  tills  anticipation  be  realized,  the  revenue 
of  that  year,  at  the  present  rate  of  postage,  will  he 
about  $4,494,000  exceeding  the  estimated  current 
rate  of  expenditure  at  its  commencement  about 
$688,000  And  it  is  expected  that  the  department 
will  have  a surplus  of  cash  in  hank  before  the  1st  of 
August  next,  exceeding  $700,000 

In  view  of  these  facts  and  estimates,  the  under- 
signed does  not  hesitate  to  recommend  a revision 
of  rtie  present  rates  of  postage,  to  take  effect  on  the 
1st  July  next,  with  a view  to  a reduction  of  about 
“twenty  per  cent.”  To  this  end  he  suggests  the 
following  scale  of  letter  postage  in  lieu  of  the  pre- 
sent, viz: 

75  miles  and  under  ....  5 cents. 

150  miles  and  over  75  . . . .10 

300  miles  and  over  150  . . . .15 

600  miles  and  over  300  . . . .20 

Over  COO  miles  .....  25 

No  better  plan  than  the  present  suggests  itself  in 
relation  to  charges  of  double,  treble  and  quadruple 
postage,  and  postage  by  weight. 

From  its  simplicity,  this  scale  will  be  easily  re- 
membered. It  proposes  to  introduce  the  federal 
currency,  renders  copper  coins  unnecessary  in  mak- 
ing change,  and  saves  the  loss  to  the  people  arising 
from  fractions.  It  will  reduce  the  labor  now  re- 
quired to  making  up  and  examining  postmasters’ 
accounts,  about  one  fourth. 

If  the  proposed  scale  of  letter  postages  shall  be 
adopted,  it  will  be  necessary  !o  raise  Ihe  lowest 
rate  of  commissions  to  enable  the  postmasters  at 
the  large  qffices  to  carry  on  their  business.  The  pro- 
priety of  placing  gold  coins  sent  by  mail  on  the 
same  footing  as  bank  notes,  is  suggested. 

Great  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  newspa- 
per business  of  the  country  since  the  present  rates 
of  postage  were  /established.  Newspapers  have  not 
only  increased  in  number,  but  many  of  them  have 
grown  to  an  inordinate  size.  Postage,  however,  is. 
the  same,  whether  the  newspaper  he  great  or  small. 
If  not  carried  over  100  miles  and  out  of  the  state 
where  printed,  it  is  1 cent;  if  out  of  the  state  and 
over  100  miles  1^  cents. 

The  policy  of  reducing  the  rates  of  postage  on 
newspapers  generally  is  doubted.  They  constitute. 
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in  weight,  probably  two-tnirds  of  the  mails,  are  in 
many  parts  of  the  country  difficult  of  transporta- 
tion, and  produce  numberless  failutes.  These  con- 
siderations would  be  of  no  moment  if  it  were  real- 
ly necessary  that  large  quantities  of  newspapers 
should  be  transported  from  one  eril  of  the  union  to 
the  other,  as  means  of  instructing  knd  enlightening 
the  public  mind,  but  that  office  car)  be  as  well  per- 
formed by  the  local  presses  as  by  newspapers  from 
a distance.  To  reduce  the  postage  on  newspapers 
below  the  actual  cost  of  carrying  them,  would  be 
to  tax  the  correspondence  of  the  country  generally 
for  the  benefit  of  the  large  newspaper  establish- 
ments in  the  principal  cities,  to  ;he  injury  of  all 
the  distant  and  country  presses.  Such  a measure 
is  not  believed  to  be  consistent  with  sound  princi- 
ple or  good  policy.  It  is  not  sound  principle  to  tax 
the  business  of  one  portion  of  the  people  for  the 
benefit  of  another  portion;  it  is  net  good  policy  to 
aid  the  large  city  establishments  in  monopolizing 
the  newspaper  circulation,  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
local  and  country  presses.  But  there  is  justice  and 
good  policy  in  graduating  the  postage  on  newspa- 
pers according  to  the  size  and  weight  of  the  matter 
to  be  conveyed.  The  following  sctle  of  newspaper 
postages  is  therefore  suggested  in  lieu  of  the  pre- 
sent, viz: 


Rates  of  postage. 

Size  of  newpapers. 

Carried  not  over 
200  miles,  nor 
out  of  the  state. 

Carried  over  200 
miles  and  out  of 
the  state. 

Cont’g  550  sq.  in- 
ches or  under, 

£ cent. 

1 cent. 

920  sq.  inches,  and 
over  550, 

1 

H 

Over  920  sq.  in- 
ches 

H 

2 

If  these  rates  were  reduced  one  half,  it  would 

not  materially  diminish  the  means  of  the  depart- 
ment, provided  the  entire  newspaper  postage  were 
paid  in  advance.  So  great  an  innovation  would 
probably  be  expedient;  but  where  editors  will  pay 
in  advance  the  postage  of  their  whole  impression 
sent  by  mail,  the  postmaster  general  might  b®  safe- 
ly authorised  to  accept  one  half  of  the  foregoing 
rates. 

Single  newspapers  are  now  extensively  used, 
through  various  devices  and  conventional  signs,  to 
answer  the  purpose  of  letters,  and  evade  the  pay- 
ment of  postage.  It  would  check  this  abuse  if  they 
were  in  all  cases  subjected  to  double  postage;  to  be 
paid  in  advance. 

The  rates  of  postage  on  periodical  pamphlets 
may  be  advantageously  regulated  upon  the  same 
principles  as  those  suggested  for  newspapers,  and 
reduced  to  the  lowest  rate  which  will  pay  for  their 
transportation.  If  a preference  be  given  to  any 
thing,  it  should  be  to  works  on  agriculture,  science 
and  the  mechanic  arts;  but  the  principle  is  believ- 
ed to  be  a good  one  in  relation  to  the  mails,  that 
every  thing  shall  pay  its  own  way. 

Fugitive  pamphlets  may  with  propriety  be  sub- 
jected to  double  postage,  always  paid  in  advance. 

The  proposed  revision  of  postages,  if  taken  as  a 
whole,  would  reduce  the  income  of  the  department 
from  two  to  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  below 
its  estimated  expenditures;  but  the  surplus  on  hapd 
will  sustain  it  until  the  regular  increase  of  revenue 
will  cover  the  difference. 

The  franking  privilege  has  been  so  far  extended, 
and  is  by  many  so  unscrupulously  used,  as  to  con- 
stitute an  abuse  which  requires  correction.  Some 
who  possess  it  do  not  hesitate  to  cover  the  corres- 
pondence of  their  friends  and  neighbors  with  their 
franks,  in  direct  contravention  of  the  law.  A wil- 
ful violation  by  postmasters,  when  made  known  to 
the  department,  is  punished  by  instant  removal 
from  office;  but  public  officers  of  higher  dignity, 
though  more  criminal,  cannot  be  reached  by  the 
same  authority.  Violations  of  law  in  this  respect, 
by  those  who  are  under  pre-eminent  obligation  to 
set  examples  of  obedience  to  its  precepts,  are  be- 
lieved to  be  diminishing,  and  there  is  ground  to 
hope  that  they  will  soon  measurably  cea'e. 

An  amendment  of  the  law  is  necessary  in  refer- 
ence to  the  mode  of  making  contracts  with  rail 
road  companies.  The  law  prescribing  toe  manner 
of  making  mail  contracts  generally,  presupposes  the 
existence  of  competition  in  bidding,  and  is  adapted 
to  the  existing  state  of  things  on  old  routes  where 
the  mails  are  carried  on  horseback  or  in  stages. — 
But  the  reason  of  the  law  is  not  applicable  to  most 
cases  where  rail  road  service  is  required,  because 
there  is  no  competition.  To  advertise  for  service 
on  such  lines  is  a mockery.  Either  the  department 
must  give  what  the  companies  choose  to  demand, 
or  the  compensation  must  be  adjusted  by  negotia- 
tion before  advertisement orafterwards.  Practically, 
the  power  of  the  postmaster  general  as  to  the  amount 


to  be  paid  is  unlimited,  because  he  is  authorised  to 
accept  the  lowest  offer,  however  enormous.  It  is 
desirable  that  this  power  shall  be  limited  by  law, 
prescribing  some  fixed  basis  upon  which  all  such  i 
contracts  shall  be  made.  None  present  itself  so 
equitable  as  the  weight  of  the  mails  to  be  convey- 
ed. An  act  fixing  a reasonable  rate  per  pound  lor 
carrying  the  mails  a given  distance,  would  operate 
as  a restriction  upon  the  power  of  the  postmaster 
general;  whilst  it  would  undoubtedly  facilitate  the 
making  arrangements  with  the  rail  road  companies. 
At  present,  the  views  of  the  department  and  those 
of  most  of  the  companies  differ  so  widely  as  to  the 
amount  which  might  to  be  paid,  as  to  render  hope- 
less any  present  prospect  of  an  adjustment. 

If  the  price  were  limited  by  law,  the  companies 
would  expect  no  more,  and  the  department  would 
not  refuse  to  pay  it.  To  secure  the  advantages  of 
competition  where  it  exists,  the  practice  of  advertis- 
ing might  be  continued,  and  the  contracts  assign- 
ed, as  in  other  cases,  to  the  lowest  bidder.  A few 
of  the  rail  road  companies  have  exhibited  a disposi- 
tion to  carry  the  mails  at  prices  deemed  reasonable. 
The  most  important  of  these  is  the  Camden  and 
Amboy  company.  The  managers  of  that  road,  justly 
considering  their  interests  as  best  secured  by  ac- 
commodating the  public  and  the  government  on 
liberal  terms,  have  undertaken  to  convey  the  mails 
in  a manner,  and  at  a price  which  are  highly  satis- 
factory. The  Petersburg  and  Roanoke  company 
have  evinced  alike  disposition, as  have  someotners. 

To  render  the  department  measurably  indepen- 
dent of  the  rail  roads,  and  accomplish  other  import- 
ant results,  an  express  mail  has  been  started  on  the 
great  mail  line  between  New  York  and  New  Or- 
leans. From  New  York  to  Philadelphia,  and  from 
Mobile  to  New  Orleans,  it  is  merged  in  the  great 
mail  carried  in  rail  road  cars  and  steamboats.  The 
great  mail  is  twelve  days  and  seventeen  hours,  ac- 
cording to  contract,  in  going  from  New  York  to 
Mobile,  and  twelve  days  twelve  hours  returning. 
The  express  mail  is  five  days  seventeen  hours  going 
from  New  York  to  Mobile,  and  five  days  twenty- 
three  hours  returning.  One  day  is  occupied  in 
transporting  the  mails  between  ’Mobile  and  New 
Orleans. 

The  success  of  this  experiment  is  not  doubted; 
and  the  size  of  the  mail  already  affords  an  assurance 
that  it  will  produce  an  income  more  than  sufficient 
to  support  it. 

This  mail  leaves  far  behind  all  news  conveyed 
upon  rail  roads,  or  by  any  other  means. 

It  will  give  unprecedented  activity  to  commercial 
transactions  between  the  north  and  the  south;  New 
York  communicates  with  New  Orleans  in  half  the 
usual  time;  all  enterprises  are  expedited;  the  whole 
intervening  country  and  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi 
will  feel  the  impulse. 

The  editors  and  people  of  New  Orleans  will  re- 
ceive the  news  from  New  York  in  less  than  half 
the  time  it  has  heretofore  occupied  in  the  transit. 
The  editors  will  have  the  advantage  of  being  the 
original  dispensers  of  the  news  to  their  subscribers; 
and  people  will  obtain  it  through  their  own  papers, 
without  postages,  five  or  six  days  sooner  than  it 
can  reach  ihem  in  the  New  York  papers,. with  post- 
age. The  editors  and  the  people  along  the  whole 
route,  and  to  the  right  and  left,  will  participate  in  the 
same  advantages  in  a greater  or  less  degree.  On  the 
other  hand  the  circulation  in  the  south  of  news- 
papers from  the  principal  cities  of  the  north  will 
undoubtedly  he  diminished. 

This  injury  is  more  than  counter  balanced  by  the 
benefits  secured  to  the  local  establishments;  and  if 
they  were  not,  it  is  not  to  be  brought  into  competi- 
tion with  the  advantages  of  an  earlier  transmission 
and  dissemination  of  commercial  and  other  intelli- 
gence. 

No  measure  should  be  taken  with  a view  to  in- 
jure the  great  city  establishments;  but  it  would  be 
unreasonable  and  unjust  in  the  department  to  with- 
hold information  from  the  people  of  the  south,  be- 
cause it  cannot  carry,  with  equal  expedition,  the 
cumbrous  sheets  from  the  northern  newspaper 
presses.  It  is,  and  doubtless  will  continue  to  be, 
the  policy  of  the  department  not  to  send  the  news 
with  less  expedition  but  to  bring  the  whole  mail  to 
the  speed  o f the  express  as  fast  as  it  can  secure  con- 
tinuous rail  road  or  steamboat  transportation. 

The  undersigned  confidently  believes  it  will  be 
found  expedient,  within  the  coming  year,  to  start 
express  mails  from  Washington  city  along  the  route 
of  the  national  road  to  St.  Louis,  from  New  Orleans 
through  Nashville,  Louisville  and  Cincinnati,  to 
connect  above  with  the  great  eastern  and  western 
route  and  from  Boston,  through  Albany,  to  Buffalo, 
New  York. 

Such  mails,  on  these  routes,  he  believes,  would 
immediately  support  themselves,  and  give  an  ac- 
tivity to  business  and  correspondence  in  every  di- 
rection which  would  much  enhance  the  general 


revenue  of  the  department,  and  promote  public  in- 
telligence, and  prosperity.  But  should  experience 
or  reflection  lead  to  the  conviction  that  these  en- 
terprises will  not  produce  an  increase  of  revenue 
sufficient  to  support  them,  they  w ill  not  be  under- 
taken. 

The  attention  of  tire  undersigned  has  been  ur- 
gently called  by  the  deputy  postmaster  general  of 
the  British  North  American  provinces  to  the  in- 
security of  correspondence  carried  on  through  the 
packet  ships  betw  een  Canada  and  the  U.  States  on 
the  one  side,  and  the  British  isles  on  the  other. 
Yiluable  letters  and  packets  sent  from  Canada 
through  the  port  of  New  York,  and  from  various 
pats  of  the  United  States,  never  reach  their  desti- 
mtion.  The  only  effectual  remedy  which  sug- 
gests itself  is  a regular  mail  across  the  ocean,  and 
a lirect  connection  between  the  post  offices  of  the 
tvo  countries.  By  a reciprocal  arrangement,  mails 
might  be  interchanged  between  the  post  offices  in 
New  York  and  Liverpool,  or  any  other  foreign 
p»rt,  to  be  conveyed  by  the  packets,  or  other  ves- 
sels under  contract.  The  number  of  letters  now 
crossing  the  ocean  is  so  great,  that  a moderate  post- 
age on  them  would  pay  the  cost  of  their  transporta- 
tion. There  is  scarcely  a doubt  that  such  an  ar- 
rangement may  be  effected,  if  congress  shall  think 
it  expedient  to  grant  the  necessary  power. 

The  object  of  authorising  printers’  exchange  pa- 
pirs  to  pass  through  the  mails  free  of  postage, 
would  be  further  promoted  by  extending  the  pri- 
vilege to  exchanges  with  printers  in  foreign  coun- 
tries; an  extension  which  is  desired  by  the  printers 
in  the  foreign  provinces  bordering  on  the  United 
Slates,  and  will  be  the  more  useful  if  the  proposed 
interchange  of  mails  with  post  offices  in  Europe 
shall  be  authorised. 

The  building  in  which  the  general  post  office  is 
kept  is  not  fire  proof,  and  its  valuable  books  and 
pipers  are  daily  exposed  to  destruction.  With 
sich  ample  means  as  the  government  now  has  at 
ccmmand,  the  undersigned  perceives  no  good  rea- 
son why  the  greatest  possible  security  should  not 
be  given  to  its  archives.  The  other  executive  de- 
partments suffer  inconveniences  from  the  distance 
of  the  general  post  office;  and  since  the  passage  of 
the  late  law  which  connects  the  post  office  with  the 
treasury,  and  makes  frequent  references  to  the  pre- 
siient  necessary,  that  inconvenience  is  seriously 
felt  by  the  department  itself. 

Annexed  will  be  found  an  outline  of  the  organi- 
zation of  the  department  under  the  late  act  of  eon- 
giess,  marked  2. 

The  contract  office  is  overwhelmed  with  the  in- 
creased business  brought  upon  it  by  extensions  of 
mail  service  and  the  new  routes.  Its  force  is  found 
to  be  inadequate  to  the  performance  of  its  duties, 
and  il  requires  t\yo  additional  clerks,  one  of  the 
first,  and  the  other  of  second  grade. 

The\appointment  office  has  a sufficient  force  for 
the  performance  of  its  duties  with  accuracy  and 
promptitude. 

The  duties  of  the  inspection  office  are  rapidly 
extending,  and  its  present  force  will  not  long  be 
equal  to  \heir  performance.  Its  chief  object  is  a 
rigid  supervision  over  the  rendition  of  postmaster’s 
accounts  and  the  performance  of  contractors.  Con- 
ducted with  system  and  energy,  it  will  soon  be  felt 
on  our  thousmds  of  mail  routes,  whenever  a delin- 
quency occurs.  Most  of  the  contractors  perform 
their  service  with  great  fidelity  and  precision;  hut 
there  are  a few,  some  of  them  on  important  routes, 
who  evade  their  contract  obligations  whenever  they 
have  a temptation  to  do  so,  relying  for  impunity  on 
their  adroitness  in  making  excuses,  and  the  indul- 
gence of  the  lepartment.  They  will  find  it  their  in- 
terest to  fulfiltheir  engagements,  or  quit  the  service, 
In  some  pads  of  the  country  where  complaints  of 
irregular  nrags  are  loudest,  the  fault  is  not  in  the 
department,  lor  the  contractors,  but  in  the  roads. — 
The  department  is  obliged  to  use  such  roads  as  it 
finds,  and  it  is  unreasonable  in  the  people  to  ex- 
pect regular  mails  unless  they  will  make  good 
roads. 

My  three  assistants  are  assiduous  in  their  duties, 
often  by  ni  gill  as  well  as  by  day;  and  in  relation  to 
their  compensation,  deserve  the  favorable  consider- 
ation of  congnss. 

The  auditors  office  is  proceeding  with  vigor  to 
accomplish  till  objects  of  its  creation.  The  dis- 
bursement of  lie  post  office  funds  through  the  trea- 
sury, formerly  deemed  impracticable,  is  effected 
with  the  utinot  facility.  Post  office  warrants  are 
reduced  to  tli  size  of  ordinary  bank  checks,  and, 
with  the  checiof  the  treasurer  endorsed,  are  remit- 
ted with  the  sme  ease,  and  answer  the  same  pur- 
pose. Withou  the  inconvenience  of  specific  appro- 
priations, the  iccounts  of  the  department  are  more 
specific,  more  easily  understood,  and  more  readily 
examined,  tha  those  of  any  other  department  of 
the  governmer:.  It  is  the  desire  of  the  undersign- 
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ed,  which  the  auditor  has  shown  every  disposition 
to  promote,  to  render  them  intelligible  to  any  on» 
who  may  examine  the  books. 

Difficulty  has  in  some  cases  been  experienced  iti 
renewing,  for  six  months,  the  mail  contracts  whicii 
will  expire  on  the  31st  inst.  under  the  authority 
vested  in  the  postmaster  general,  by  resolution,  at 
the  last  session  of  congress.  The  object  of  the  reso- 
lution w'as  to  facilitate  a change  in  the  commence- 
ment of  the  contract  year.  To  promote  the  same 
object  and  avoid  a like  difficulty  in  relation  to  the 
remaining  contracts,  power  is  asked  to  let'them,  in 
the  usual  mode,  for  four  years  and  a half,  which  will 
lead  to  the  same  result.  I have  the  honor  to  ke, 
your  ob’t  servant,  AMOS  KENDALL. 


TWENTY-FOURTH  CONGRESS, 

SECOND  SESSION — SENATE. 

December  19.  The  chair  presented  the  credsi- 
tials  of  James  Buchanan,  elected  a senator  frcm 
Pennsylvania  for  six  additional  years. 

A number  of  petitions  having  been  presented  aid 
referred,  and  several  bills,  on  leave,  having  been 
introduced,  all  of  which  of  general  interest,  will  be 
duly  noticed  in  their  progress.  Mr.  Clay,  in  pir- 
suance  of  the  notice  which  he  had  given,  rose  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  the  land  bill.  He  felt  it  d»e 
to  the  occasion  to  make  some  explanations. 

The  operation  of  the  bill  which  had  heretofore 
several  times  passed  the  senate,  and  once  the  houss, 
commenced  on  the  last  of  December,  1832,  and  was 
to  continue  five  years.  It  provided  for  a distribu- 
tion of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  during 
that  period,  upon  well  known  principles.  But  the 
deposite  act  of  the  last  session  had  disposed  of  so 
large  a part  of  the  divisible  fund  under  the  land 
bill,  that  he  did  not  think  it  right,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  treasury,  to  give  the  bill — which  lie 
was  about  to  apply  for  leave  to  introduce — that  re- 
trospective character.  He  had  accordingly,  in  the 
draught  which  he  was  going  to  submit,  made  the 
last  day  of  the  present  month  its  commencement, 
and  the  last  day  of  the  year  1841  its  termination, — 
If  it  should  pass,  therefore,  in  this  shape,  the  je- 
riod  of  its  duration  will  be  the  same  as  that  pre- 
scribed in  the  former  bills.  The  senate  will  readi- 
ly comprehend  the  motive  for  fixing  the  end  of  ihe 
year  1841,  as  it  is  at  that  time  that  the  biennial  re- 
ductions of  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  existing  duties 
cease,  according  to  the  act  of  the  2d  March,  18|3, 
commonly  called  the  compromise  act,  and  a redac- 
tion of  one-half  of  the  excess  beyond  twenty  jer 
cent,  of  any  duty  then  remaining  is  to  take  effect. 
By  that  time,  a fair  experiment  of  the  land  bill  vjill 
have  been  made,  and  congress  can  then  determine 
whether  the  proceeds  cfi  the  national  domain  shall 
continue  to  be  equitably  divided,  or  shall  be  applied 
to  the  current  expenses  of  the  government. 

The  bill  in  his  hand  assigns  to  the  new  state  of 
Arkansas  her  just  proportion  of  the  fund,  and  grants 
to  her  500,000  acres  of  land  as  proposed  t>  other 
states.  A similar  assignment  and  grant  are  not 
made  to  Michigan,  because  her  admission  into  the 
union  is  not  yet  complete.  But,  when  lhat  event 
occurs,  provision  is  made  by  which  that  state  will 
receive  its  fair  dividend. 

He  had  restored,  in  this  draught,  the  provision 
contained  in  the  original  plan  for  the  distribution  of 
the  public  lands,  which  he  had  presented  to  the  se- 
nate, by  which  the  states,  in  the  application  of  the 
fund,  are  restricted  to  the  great  objects  of  educa- 
tion, internal  improvement  and  colonization.  Such 
a restriction  would,  he  believed,  relieve  the  legisla- 
tures of  the  several  states  from  embarrassing  con- 
troversies about  the  disposition  of  the  fund,  and 
W'ould  secure  the  application  of  what  was  common, 
in  its  origin,  to  common  benefits,  in  its  ultimate 
destination.  But  it  was  scarcely  necessary  for  him 
to  say  that  this  provision,  as  wrell  as  the  fate  of  the 
whole  bill,  depended  upon  the  superior  wisdom  of 
the  senate  and  of  the  house. 

In  all  respects,  other  than  those  now  particularly 
mentioned,  the  bill  is  exactly  as  it  passed  this  body 
at  the  last  session. 

The  bill  w'as  read  a first  time,  and  passed  to  a se- 
cond reading. 

Mr.  Linn,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  to  authorise 
the  construction  of  a rail  road  through  the  public 
lands  in  Washington  country,  Missouri.  Read 
twice  and  referred. 

Mr.  Wright,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  establishing  a mint  and  regulat- 
ing the  coins  of  the  United  States.  Read  twice, 
ordered  to  be  printed  and  referred  to  the  committee 
on  finance. 

Mr.  Nichols,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  giving  ef- 
fect to  the  18th  article  of  the  treaty  of  1819  with 
Spain.  Read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
on  foreign  affairs. 

Mr.  Moore,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  authorising 
the  relinquishment  of  the  16th  sections  of  lands, 


for  the  use  of  schools,  and  the  selection  of  other  | 
lands  in  lieu  thereof.  Read  twice  and  referred. 

A number  of  other  bills  were  introduced  and  se- 
veral gentlemen  gave  notice  of  their  intention  also 
to  introduce  bills. 

The  chair  presented  a communication  from  the 
treasury  department  on  the  subject  of  steamboats 
and  steam  boilers. 

The  remaining  portions  of  the  president’s  annual 
message  were  appropriately  referred  to  the  various 
standing  committees. 

Mr.  Nicholas  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  there  is 
any  law  in  force  in  this  district  which  confers  on  a 
medical  society  or  any  other  association,  whether 
self-constituted  or  incorporated,  the  power  to  grant 
licenses  to  persons  to  practise  medicine,  or  to  de- 
cide on  licenses  granted  elsewhere,  and  making  it 
illegal  and  a criminal  offence  for  persons  not  licens- 
ed or  approved  to  practise  physic  or  surgery  in  the 
District;  also,  to  inquire  into  the  justice  and  expe- 
diency of  the  repeal  of  such  laws,  if  any  such  are 
found  to  exist. 

Mr.  Benton  offered  the  following,  which  was,  on 
his  motion,  read  twice  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  a statement  to  be  laid  before 
the  senate  showing,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  the  differ- 
ent appropriations  which  will  leave  unexpended 
balances  on  the  1st  day  of  January  next,  the 
amounts  so  left,  the  objects  to  which  they  are  ap- 
plicable, and  the  dates  of  the  acts  by  which  they 
were  authorised. 

Mr.  Rvggles  moved  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  a committee  of  five  be  appointed 
to  examine  and  report  the  extent  of  the  loss  sus- 
tained by  the  burning  of  the  patent  office;  and  to 
consider  whether  any  and  what  measures  ought  to 
be  adopted  to  repair  the  loss,  and  to  establish  such 
evidences  of  property  in  patented  inventions  as  the 
destruction  of  the  records  and  drawings  may  have 
rendered  necessary  for  its  security,  to  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  Messrs.  Rvg- 
gles, Prentiss,  Strange,  Parker  and  Bayard  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Mr.  Linn  introduced  a series  of  resolutions  di- 
recting inquiries  to  be  made  as  to  the  expediency 
of  establishing  a surveyor  general’s  office,  of  mak- 
ing appropriations  to  construct  roads  and  bridges, 
improving  harbors,  of  laying  off  certain  towns,  for 
holding  treaties  with  Indians,  and  establishing  a 
territorial  government,  in  the  territory  of  Wiscon- 
sin. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  further  consi- 
deration of  the  joint  resolution,  introduced  by  Mr. 
Eicing,  of  Ohio,  rescinding  the  treasury  order  of 
July  11,  1836,  and  prohibiting  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  from  delegating  the  power  to  designate  the 
kind  of  funds  to  be  received  in  payment  for  public 
lands. 

Mr.  Benton  addressed  the  senate  at  large,  on  the 
subject  of  the  resolution,  and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Ew- 
ing. Mr.  B.  continued  to  speak  until  near  five 
o’clock,  when,  having  concluded  his  remarks,  he 
intimated  his  intention  of  hereafter  moving  for  a 
committee  of  inquiry  on  the  subject;  and  then 

The  senate  adjourned,  without  coming  to  any  de- 
cision upon  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Ewing. 

December  20.  A number  of  petitions  were  re- 
ceived and  bills  introduced,  Among  the  latter  was 
one  introduced  by  Mr.  Southard,  for  the  enlistment 
of  boys  in  the  naval  service  and  to  extend  the  term 
of  the  enlistment  of  seamen. 

Mr.  Webster  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
and  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  senate  to 
their  immediate  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  com- 
municate to  the  senate  the  latest  statement  made  at 
or  for  the  treasury  of  the  condition  of  the  deposite 
banks;  exhibiting,  among  other  particulars,  the 
names  and  places  of  all  deposite  banks  appointed 
since  the  23d  June  last;  their  capitals,  and  the 
amounts  of  public  moneys  actually  transferred,  or 
ordered  to  be  transferred,  to  those  banks  respec- 
tively. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  com- 
municate to  the  senate  a detailed  statement  of  all 
transfers  of  public  moneys  ordered  since  the  23d 
June  last,  for  the  purpose  of  executing  the  act  of 
that  date  for  regulating  the  deposites  of  the  public 
money;  showing  (he  dates  and  amounts  of  such 
transfers;  from  what  place  to  what  place;  from 
what  bank  to  what  bank,  and  the  time  allowed  for 
such  transfers,  other  than  such  as  were  made  in 
execution  of  the  aforesaid  act. 

Mr.  Webster  said  that  the  honorable  member 
from  Missouri  (Mr.  Benton)  had,  in  his  speech  yes- 
| terday,  read  statements  which  had  been  obtained  at 


the  treasury,  foi  the  purpose  of  showing  that  sun- 
dry banks  had  enlarged  their  issues  since  the  pub- 
lication of  the  treasury  order  of  the  11th  of  July. — 
This  informatioi  (said  Mr.  Webster)  is  neither  new 
nor  surprising.  That  fact  has  been  well  understood. 
But  what  banks  are  these  which  have  thus  increas- 
ed their  loans’  Are  they  the  banks  of  the  country 
generally,  or  the  banks  in  the  principal  commercial 
cities,  or  a majority  of  them?  No,  sir.  The  gen- 
tleman’s statem?nt  was  confined  to  the  deposite 
banks,  or  some  of  them.  All  those  deposite  banks 
were  seventy  oreighty  perhaps  in  number,  while  it 
has  been  stated  that  the  whole  number  of  banks  in 
the  country  is  rear  a thousand.  Now,  as  I under- 
stand the  subject,  one  of  the  strongest  grounds  of 
complaint  against  the  order  of  the  11th  of  July,  and 
against  the  mainer  of  executing  the  deposite  law, 
is,  that  by  thos;  measures  many  of  these  deposite 
banks,  in  places  where  the  wants  of  business  did 
not  call  for  more  money,  have  had  large  and  entire- 
ly unnecessary  sums  of  money  nevertheless  thrown 
into  them,  drawn  from  places  in  which  it  was  want- 
ed, to  the  great  prejudice  of  other  banks,  and  of  the 
commercial  community  generally.  I understand 
this  to  be  one  cf  the  prominent  objections  to  the 
course  which  the  treasury  has  pursued.  By  the 
provisions  of  tke  deposite  law  the  deposite  banks 
pay  interest  on  sums  deposited  beyond  a certain 
amount.  If  they  receive  money,  therefore,  beyond 
such  amount,  they  are  naturally  tempted  to  put  it 
out  on  loans,  however,  little  real  occasion  there 
may  be  for  suth  loans;  for  otherwise  the  deposite 
would  be  a heavy  charge  to  them. 

An  answer  b these  resolutions  will  give  us  light 
on  this  part  ofthe  case.  It  will  probably  be  in  the 
power  of  the  sicretary  to  answer  the  first  resolution 
without  any  delay.  I hope  we  can  have  the  answer 
to  that  so  soon  is  to  be  before  us  before  the  conclusion 
of  this  debate.  Nor  do  I suppose  that  any  great 
time  will  be  necessary  to  prepare  an  answer  to  the 
second  resolution. 

Mr.  I Vright  inquired  of  the  mover  whether  the 
resolution  was  intended  to  ask  for  any  more  than 
the  last  stitement  rendered  at  the  treasury.  Mr. 
Webster  replied  that  he  had  no  wish  that  the  inqui- 
ry should  go  back  and  call  for  a voluminous  amount 
of  documents;  all  he  wished  was  the  last  statement 
received.  Mr.  Wright  made  no  objection;  and  the 
resolution  was  thereupon  agreed  to. 

The  following,  offered  by  Mr.  Morris  lies  one  day. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  giving  the  consent 
of  the  United  States  that  each  and  every  tract  of 
land  that  his  heretofore  been,  or  hereafter  may  be 
sold  by  congress,  be  liable  to  taxation  by  state  au- 
thority, and  that  the  several  state  legislatures  in 
whose  states  any  such  lands  are  situated,  be  at  liber- 
ty to  repeal  any  law  or  ordinance  passed  by  such 
state,  in  pursuance  ot  any  act  of  congress  by  which 
such  state  is  prohibited  from  laying  any  tax  upon 
lands  sold  by  Ihe  United  States  for  the  term  of  five 
years  from  and  after  the  date  of  such  sale. 

The  several  senate  resolutions  lying  on  the  table 
(heretofore  published)  were  taken  up  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Niles  observed  that,  on  a former  sitting,  the 
senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun ) had 
taken  the  ground  that  the  whole  subject  of  revenue 
belonged  to  the  committee  on  finance;  but  if  that 
doctrine  was  a sound  one,  the  committee  on  manu- 
lactures  W'ould  be  left  almost  without  any  appropri- 
ate duty.  He  apprehended,  however,  that  the  hon. 
senator  was  mistaken  in  the  principle  he  had  laid 
down.  The  compromise  act  recognised  the  princi- 
ple that  a reduction  was  to  be  made  on  the  tariff  of 
duties:  the  principle  existed  in  the  statutes  of  the 
country.  Whatever  committee  it  might  be  who 
should  undertake  the  very  difficult  and  delicate  duty 
of  devising  the  mode  and  measure  of  a reduction 
of  ‘he  revenue,  would  find  that  the  chief  difficulty 
in  the  way  was  not  of  a financial  character,  but  hall 
to  do  with  the  matter  of  protection,  not  of  revenue. 
If  the  subject  of  reduction  affected  very  exclusive- 
ly the  great  interests  of  the  country,  ought  it  not  to 
be  sent  to  the  committee  on  manufactures?  In  or- 
der to  test  the  sense  of  the  senate,  he  would  make 
the  motion  that  so  much  of  the  president’s  message 
as  related  to  the  reduction  and  repeal  of  duties  be 
referred  to  the  committee  on  manufactures. 

Mr.  Calhoun  observed  that  the  question  was  not 
open  to  amotion;  the  reference  had  been  made. — 
If  the  gentleman  wished  to  move  a reconsideration, 
he  could  not  do  so  unless  he  had  voted  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Mr.  Niles  had  supposed  it  in  order  to  refer  the 
same  subject  to  two  different  committees,  who  might 
view  it  under  different  aspects.  However,  to  avoid 
difficulty,  he  would  confine  his  motion  to  so  much 
of  the  message  as  related  to  the  repeal  of  duties 
only. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  this  was  included  in  his 
motion  as  much  as  the  other.  Whatever  went  to 
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reduce  the  revenue  he  meant  to  refer  to  the  com- 
mittee on  finance,  as  appropriately  belonging  to  that 
committee.  And  he  must  be  peimitted  to  say  that 
no  committee  in  that  body  couid  represent  more 
fully  all  the  great  interests  concerned  in  such  a sub- 
ject. The  chairman  was  connected  extensively 
with  one  branch  of  manufactures;  the  senator  from 
New  York  with  another;  and  the  senator  from  Louis- 
iana represented  the  great  sugar  interest  of  the  south; 
• while  he  from  Missouri  represented  that  of  lead. — 
As  to  the  difficulty  of  the  task,  ntme  could  be  more 
sensible  of  it  than  himself;  none  had  felt  it  more 
deeply.  The  reduction,  thus  far,  had  been  effected 
only  by  exertions  such  as  he  shoild  be  sorry  to  re- 
peat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ewing,  the  subject  was  then 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  joint  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Ew- 
ing, of  Ohio,  rescinding  the  treaiury  order  of  July 
11,  1836,  and  prohibiting  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury from  delegating  the  powei  to  designate  the 
kind  of  funds  to  be  received  in  payment  for  the  pub- 
lic lands. 

Mr.  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky,  addressed  the  se- 
nate on  the  subject  of  the  resolution,  and  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Benton. 

After  a few  words  of  explanation  from  Mr.  Ben- 
ion,  the  question  being  announced  from  the  chair 
as  being  on  ordering  the  resolution  to  a second  read- 
ing, Mr.  Ewing  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this 
question,  which  w'ere  accordingly  ordered.  On  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Webster,  the  senate  tlen  adjourned. 

December  21.  A message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  through  Andrew 
Jackson,  jr.  his  secretary,  with  a report  of  the  post- 
master general  (of  which  a copy  is  inserted  in  this 
day’s  proceedings  of  the  house  of  representatives.) 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and  post 
roads,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  chair  presented  a communication  from  the 
treasury  department,  in  obedience  to  a resolution  of 
the  senate  of  the  20th  instant,  with  a statement  of 
the  condition  of  the  deposite  banks,  and  the  names 
and  places  of  such  as  have  been  appointed  since 
the  20th  of  June  last.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

The  chair  also  presented  a communication  from 
the  war  department,  with  a report  from  the  engineer 
department,  in  obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  se- 
nate of  the  14th  of  April  last. 

After  a number  of  petitions  had  been  disposed  of, 
Mr.  Benton  offered  the  following  and  asked  its  im- 
mediate consideration. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  inform  the  senate  what  amount  in  gold 
and  silver  has  been  received  at  each  of  the  land  of- 
fices since  the  treasury  order  of  July  11th  took  ef- 
fect; also,  to  inform  the  senate  of  the  amount  of  re- 
ceipts on  certificates  given  by  the  treasurer  of  the 
United  States  for  payments  to  him  on  account  of 
public  lands,  and  the  amount  and  date  of  each  cer- 
tificate on  receipt,  and  the  name  of  the  payer.  The 
resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  to  extend 
the  provisions  of  certain  sections  (therein  named) 
of  the  deposite  act  of  the  last  session  to  the  money 
remaining  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1836.  The  bill  was  read  twice,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent. 

Mr.  C.  accompanied  the  introduction  of  this  bill 
with  various  explanatory  and  commendatory  re- 
marks, and  moved  to  postpone  farther  action  on  the 
bill,  and  make  it  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday 
week. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  com- 
mittee on  finance. 

An  animated  discussion  (to  be  published  hereaf- 
ter) arose  on  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  in 
which  Messrs.  Clay,  Walker,  Calhoun,  Buchanan 
and  Rives,  participated. 

The  question  of  referring  the  bill  to  the  commit- 
tee on  finance  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  re- 
sulted as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Ewing,  of 
Illinois,  Fulton, Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King, 
of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Linn,  McKean, 
Niles,  Page,  Parker,  Rives,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Se- 
vier, Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall— 22. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing,  of  Ohio, 
Kent,  Knight,  Moore,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Pren- 
tiss, Robbins,  Southard,  Swift,  Tipton,  Tomlinson, 
Webster,  White,  Wright — 22. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  equal,  the  chair  voted 
in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
finance. 

Mr.  Ruggles,  during  the  discussion,  presented  the 
credentials  of  the  hon.  Judah  Dana,  senator  elect 
from  Maine,  (in  the  place  of  Mr,  Shepley,  resign- 


ed,) who  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat,1 
but  was  excused  from  voting,  at  his  own  request,  j 

After  transacting  other  business  of  minor  import- 
ance, the  senate  proceeded  to  the  further  consider-! 
ation  of  Mr.  Ewing’s  joint  resolution,  rescinding 
the  treasury  order  of  July  11th,  1836,  and  prohibit- 
ing the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  delegate  the 
power  to  specify  the  kind  of  funds  to  be  received  in 
payment  for  the  public  lands.  The  question  being 
on  ordering  the  resolution  to  a second  reading — 

Mr.  Webster  addressed  the  senate  generally  on 
the  subject  of  the  resolution.  Before  he  had  con- 
cluded, he  gave  way  to  a motion  to  adjourn.  By 
unanimous  consent,  the  motion  was  suspended 
while 

Mr.  Wright  offered  the  following,  which  lies  over 
one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
requested  to  transmit  to  the  senate,  at  the  earliest 
convenient  day,  an  abstract  from  the  returns  of  the 
state  banks,  on  file  in  his  office,  showing — 

1st.  The  amount  of  discounts. 

2d.  The  amount  of  public  deposites. 

3d.  The  amount  of  specie. 

4th.  The  amount  of  bills  or  notes  in  circulation 
of  each  of  those  banks,  making  returns  to  the  de- 
partment, as  shown  by  each  return  received,  from 
the  1st  day  of  July  last  to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Benton  laid  the  following  on  the  table,  in  the 
way  of  notice:  Motion  (to  be  made  hereafter)  to 
invest  the  committee  to  which  the  resolution  (of 
Mr.  Ewing)  shall  be  sent,  with  authority  to  inquire 
into  the  effect  and  operation  of  the  treasury  order  of 
July  11th,  upon  the  business  of  the  country,  and 
the  banking  institutions  of  the  states,  and  into  the 
conduct  of  banks  in  relation  to  that  order,  and  into 
their  attempts  (if  any)  to  withdraw  specie  from 
circulation,  and  to  embarrass  the  exchanges  and 
business  of  the  country.  The  committee  to  sum- 
mon witnesses  before  them,  if  any  such  are  near  at 
hand,  and  to  conduct  their  inquiries  at  a distance 
by  interrogatories. 

The  senate  then  adjourned,  Mr.  Webster  still 
having  the  floor  on  Mr.  Ewing’s  resolution. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Dec.  16.  Among  the  resolutions  offered 
to-day  was  the  following,  by  Mr.  Forrester: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  claims  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
suitable  compensation  for  the  expenses  incurred  by 
the  volunteers  or  militia  in  equipping  for  a campaign 
against  the  Creek  Indians;  and  who  were  received 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  but  (immedi- 
ately discharged),  as  may  seem  just. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whittlesey, 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  private  bills,  a 
number  of  which  were  reported,  when  the  house 
adjourned  to  Monday  next. 

Monday,  Dec.  19.  The  following  gentlemen  were 
appointed  a committee  under  a resolution  of  Satur- 
day last  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  frequent 
steamboat  disasters,  &c.  viz:  Messrs.  Hannegan, 
Hardin,  Halsey,  Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  Gil- 
lett,  Borden,  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  Garland,  of 
Louisiana,  and  Spangler. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Connor, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office 
and  post  roads,  which  was  on  the  15th  instant  di- 
rected to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  conflagra- 
tion  of  the  general  post  office  building,  and  into  the 
losses  thereby  sustained,  and  what  legislative  pro- 
vision is  necessary  in  consequence  thereof,  have 
leave  to  sit  during  the  sessions  of  the  house,  to  pro- 
secute said  inquiries. 

The  speaker  announced  that  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  the  morning  hour  was  the  petition  presented 
on  Monday  last  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, (Mr.  Mams),  praying  for  a reduction  of  the 
duty  on  foreign  coal. 

[There  were  two  motions  pending;  first,  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Adams  to  commit  the  petition  to  the 
committee  on  manufactures;  and  secondly,  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Patton  to  commit  the  same  to  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means.] 

Mr.  Adams  said,  he  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Patton)  would  withdraw  his  motion 
for  commitment,  since  that  part  of  the  president’s 
message  which  referred  to  the  protective  duties  had 
already  been  committed  to  the  committee  on  manu- 
factures. He  (Mr.  A.)  presumed,  of  course,  that 
all  these  petitions  for  the  repeal  of  duty  on  coal, 
which  was  one  of  the  protective  articles,  would  go 
to  that  committee.  When  this  petition  was  last  be- 
fore the  house,  he  had  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question  of  reference,  and  the  house  had  de- 
cided they  should  be  taken.  He  did  not,  however, 
wish  to  consume  the  time  of  the  house  in  that  wav, 
and  he  would  be  glad  if  his  friend  from  Virginia 
would  withdraw  his  motion,  and  permit  the  peti- 
tion to  go  to  the  committee  on  manufactures.  Mr. 


Patton  having  declined  to  withdraw  his  motion,  a 
desultory  debate  arose  in  which  Messrs.  Catnbrc- 
leng,  Adams,  McKeon,  Harper,  Gidon  Let,  Reed, 
Chambers  and  Davis  participated.  The  las*  named 
gentleman  concluded  by  moving  that  the  furiher 
consideration  of  the  subject  be  postponed  atitil 
Monday  next:  which  motion  was  decided  in  the 
negative,  yeas  72,  nays  89.  The  question  fherv  re-' 
curring  on  the  motion  to  refer,  the  subject  was  fur- 
ther debated  by  Messrs.  Cambreleng,  Denny , In- 
gersoll  and  Boon.  The  question  was  then  taken  or> 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  to  refer  the  memorial  to 
the  committee  on  manufactures;  on  which  motion 
the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  heretofore  ordered, 
were  taken,  and  were,  yeas  88,  nays  124.  So  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Adams  was  rejected. 

The  question  was  next  taken  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Pattern,  to  refer  the  memorial  to  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  and  was-  decided  in  the 
affirmative.  So  the  motion  prevailed,  and  the  me- 
morial was  referred  accordingly. 

The  house  having  refused  to  adbpt  a resolution 
offered  by  Mr.  Dunlap  on  the  12th  hast,  to  authorise- 
the  state  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants,  &c.  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  were  offered. 

Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  moved  the  following,, 
which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  one  day  un- 
der the  rule,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  requested 
to  communicate  to  this  house  copies  of  all  orders 
issued  to  governors  of  states  or  territories,  or  to  of- 
ficers in  tne  army  who  authorised  a call  for  volun- 
teers or  militiamen,  either  for  the  protection  of  the 
south  western  frontier,  or  for  the  prevention  or  sup- 
pression of  Indian  hostilities  within  the  last  eigh- 
teen months;  also,  copies  of  all  orders  explanatory 
of  or  countermanding  any  original  order;  also,  the 
number  of  such  troops  which  at  any  time  or  times^ 
within  said  period  presented  themselves,  equipped 
for  the  service,  under  said  calks,  and  the  states  or 
territories  to  which  they  belonged;  also,  the  num- 
ber received  into  the  public  service,  the  dates  of 
such  acceptance,  and  the  several  places  of  rendez- 
vous; also,  the  terms  of  service  of  such  troops  so 
received  in  the  public  service,  and  the  terms  during 
which  they  actually  served;  and  also,  the  whote- 
number  of  troops,  whether  volunteers,  militiamen, 
mounted  dragoons,  or  troops  belonging  to  the  regu- 
lar army,  which  have  been  employed  in  suppress- 
ing the  hostilities  of  the  Creek  Indians  within  the 
same  period  of  time,  and  also  the  greatest  number 
so  employed  at  anv  one  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Storcr, 

Resolved,  That  the  select  committee  raised  by- 
order  of  this  house  on  the  subject  of  steamboat  navi- 
gation be  instructed  to  inquire  what  legal  enact- 
ments are  necessary  by  congress  to  prevent  .acci- 
dents on  board  of  vessels  navigating  the  waters  of 
the  United  States  by  steam,  and  for  the  punishment 
of  tie  commanders,  pilots  and  engineers  of  such 
vessels  who  may  be  guilty  of  wilful  misconduct  or 
neglect  in  the  navigation  thereof. 

On  notion  of  Mr.  Lane, 

Rcsobcd,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  lands 
be  instructed  loinquire  into  the  expediency  of  con- 
firming the  future  sales  of  the  public  lands  to  actual 
and  bona fide  settlers  in  limited  parcels. 

Mr.  Hannegan  moved  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  laid  upon  the  table:  yeas  87,  nays  54. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  inves- 
tigate the  affairs  of  the  West  Point  academy  be  au- 
thorised, by  themselves,  or  a select  committee,  to 
visit  the  academy  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in 
the  resolution  under  which  they  were  appointed. 

Mr.  Danis  moved  the  following  resolution;  which 
was  read,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  all  petitions,  memorials,  remon- 
strances, or  other  papers,  (which  may  he  offered 
during  the  present  session),  in  any  manner  relating 
to  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  the  slave  trade,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  or  any  of  the  territories 
of  the  United  States,  shall,  on  presentation,  be  laid 
upon  the  table,  without  reading,  without  being  or- 
dered to  be  printed,  and  w ithout  debate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Me  Carlo, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  roads  and  ca- 
nals he  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
amending  the  several  acts  for  the  construction  and 
continuation  of  the  Cumberland  road  so  as  to  au- 
thorise the  further  construction  thereof  through  the 
state  of  Indiana,  to  be  let  out  by  contracts  in  sec- 
tions, upon  notice,  to  the  lovrest  bidder,  and  of  au- 
thorising the  immediate  grading  and  bridging  of  the 
unfinished  parts  thereof  through  said  state;  and  that 
said  committee  further  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  an  additional  appropriation  for  the  further  con- 
struction and  completion  of  said  road. 

Mr.  Martin  moved  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  rejected: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  per- 
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mitting  entries  to  be  made  of  forty  acre  tracts  of 
the  public  lands,  without  any  other  restriction  thao 
that  of  requiring  that  the  tract  to  be  entered  shall 
adjoin  the  improvement  or  plantation  of  the  appli- 
cant. 

Mr.  Ashley  moved  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  also  rejected: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  to  the  state  of  Missouri  500,000  acres  of 
the  public  lands  for  the  purpose  of  internal  im- 
provement. 

Mr.  Harrison,  of  Mo.  moved  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  rejected: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  placing 
upon  a footing  with  the  other  public  lands  liable  to 
be  .sold  at  public  sale  such  public  lands  as  have 
been  reserved  as  salt  springs  and  saline  and  mineral 
lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White,  of  Florida, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  roads  and  ca- 
nals be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
giving  the  right  of  way  through  the  public  lands 
for  the  rail  roads  proposed  to  be  made  in  Florida 
by  the  East  Florida  rail  road  company,  the  Pensa- 
cola and  Perdido  rail  road  company,  and  the  Bruns- 
wick and  Florida  rail  road  company,  and  the  right 
of  way  to  the  St.  Andrew’s  and  Chipola  canal  com- 
pany, to  make  a canal  or  rail  road  through  the  pub- 
lic lands. 

Mr.  White,  of  Florida,  also  moved  the  following 
resolutions,  which  lie  on  the  table  one  day  under 
the  rule: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  this  house  the  report  of 
the  naval  commission  who  have  recently  been  en- 

faged  in  the  administration  of  the  navy  yard  at 
ensacola,  and  the  report  of  commodore  Stewart 
on  the  same  subject. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  house  the  causes  which 
have  prevented  the  execution  of  the  9th  article  of 
the  treaty  between  Spain  and  the  United  States,  of 
the  22d  February,  1S19,  and  the  two  acts  of  con- 
gress passed  in  relation  thereto,  and  whether,  in  his 
opinion,  any  further  legislation  be  necessary  to 
carry  the  same  into  effect. 

Mr.  Jones,  delegate  of  Wisconsin  territory,  threw 
himself  on  the  indulgence  of  the  house  to  be  allow- 
ed to  move  several  resolutions,  embodying  the 
prayers  of  sundry  memorials  from  the  legislature  of 
the  territory  which  he  represents,  which,  he  having 
received  no  mail  from  that  territory  for  the  ten  days 
preceding  the  catastrophe,  he  had  reason  to  believe 
were  destroyed  in  the  post  office  during  the  late 
fire  in  this  city.  He  theu  moved  the  following  re- 
solution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  territories 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so 
amending  the  act  establishing  the  territorial  govern- 
ment of  Wisconsin,  as  to  authorise  the  appointment 
of  two  additional  attorneys,  and  that  the  committee 
also  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorising,  by 
further  amendment  of  said  act,  the  extension  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace,  in  cases  where 
the  sum  in  controversy  shall  not  exceed  one  hun- 
dred dollars. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Jones  also  offered  a series  of  resolutions  si- 
milar to  those  offered  by  Mr.  Linn  in  the  senate. 

A number  of  other  resolutions  and  petitions  were 
received  and  disposed  of  and  then  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  20.  The  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  a communication  from  the  first  comptroller 
of  the  treasury,  transmitting  a statement  of  such 
officers  as  have  not  rendered  their  accounts  within 
the  year,  or  have  balances  unaccounted  for,  ad- 
vanced prior  to  the  30th  of  September,  1836,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  books  of  the  third  auditor. 

Also,  a statement  of  accounts  in  the  office  of  the 
third  auditor  which  have  remained  unsettled,  or  on 
which  balances  appear  to  have  been  due  more  than 
three  years  prior  to  the  30th  September,  1836. 

Also,  an  abstract  of  moneys  advanced  prior  to  the 
3d  March,  1809,  on  the  books  of  the  land  account- 
ant of  the  war  department,  and  which  remained  to 
be  accounted  for  on  the  books  of  the  third  auditor 
of  the  treasury  on  the  30th  September,  1836. 

A large  number  of  resolutions  of  a private  or  lo- 
cal character,  were  offered  and  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Graham, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
causing  single  gold  dollars  to  be  made  at  the  mints 
of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper, 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  five  be  appointed 
to  inquire  what  loss  has  been  sustained  by  the  de- 
struction of  the  patent  office  by  the  late  fire,  what 


measures  are  necessary  to  restore  the  records  and 
drawings  and  models,  and  for  their  safe  keeping  in 
future,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  E.  Whittlesey,  the  house  sus- 
ended  the  rule  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the 
ill  which  had  passed  through  committee  of  the 
whole  on  Friday  last,  entitled  a bill  to  provide  for 
the  payment  of  horses  and  other  property  lost  or 
destroyed  in  the  military  service  ot  the  United 
States.  The  question  being  on  its  final  passage, 
Mr.  E.  Whittlesey  having  explained  the  operation 
of  the  bill,  (in  reply  to  an  inquiry  by  Mr.  A.  Mann), 
the  question  was  taken  and  the  bill  passed. 

Mr.  D.  J.  Pearce  moved  a reconsideration  of  the 
vote  of  yesterday,  by  which  a resolution  offered  by 
Mr  Hannegan  authorises  the  select  committee  on 
the  West  Point  academy,  by  themselves  or  a sub- 
committee, to  visit  that  institution  for  the  purpose 
of  investigation. 

The  motion  lies  over. 

Mr.  Bell  made  a similar  motion  in  relation  to  a 
resolution  ottered  on  yesterday  by  Mr.  Jones,  dele- 
gate from  Wisconsin,  and  which  was  then  rejected, 
instructing  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  making  appropriations 
lor  holding  treaties  with  certain  Indian  tribes; 
which  motion  also  lies  over. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  then  called  for, 
when  a large  number  were  presented. 

In  pursuance  of  the  order  of  yesterday,  the  house 
went  into  the  election  of  chaplain.  On  the  third 
ballot  the  rev.  Mr.  Comstock  received  103  votes, 
(102  being  necessary  for  a choice);  and  the  rev. 
Mr.  Slicer  received  89  votes.  So  Mr.  Comstock 
was  declared  duly  elected  chaplain.  And,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Grennell,  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  21.  The  following  petition, 
presented  yesterday,  came  up  this  day  for  conside- 
ration: 

To  the  honorable  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled: 
The  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  first  congres- 
sional district  in  the  state  of  North  Carolina,  nave 
for  years  past  been  accustomed  to  regard  the  action 
of  the  federal  government  with  great  anxiety. — 
Your  petitioners  have  accordingly  their  just  claims 
for  such  appropriations  for  public  works  in  their 
immediate  neighborhood,  as  fall  within  the  peculiar 
province  of  the  general  government,  trusting  to  the 
tardy  justice  of  congress. 

They  have  regretted  to  see  appropriations  of  the 
public  money  not  equally  distributed  with  a view 
to  the  general  benefit. 

Your  petitioners  have  viewed  with  great  satisfac- 
tion the  bill  of  the  last  session  regulating  the  depo- 
sites  of  the  public  money  among  the  several  states. 
They  regard  this  measure  as  the  safest  disposition 
of  the  national  treasure,  as  best  calculated  to  avoid 
all  unjust,  unconstitutional  and  partial  appropria- 
tions of  the  common  fund.  They  therefore  pray 
that  provisions  similar  to  that  contained  in  the  de- 
posite  bill  of  the  last  session  may  become  the  law 
of  the  union  for  several  succeeding  years. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Shepard  (who  presented  it)  made  a 
speech  of  some  length  in  support  of  its  general  ob- 
ject; and,  on  his  motion,  the  petition  was  then  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States. 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives: 
Gentlemen:  Herewith  I transmit  you  a report 
of  the  postmaster  general,  and  recommend  the 
passage  of  such  laws,  and  the  making  of  such  ap- 
propriations as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect the  measures  adopted  by  him  for  resuming  the 
business  of  the  department  under  his  charge,  and 
securing  the  public  property  in  the  old  post  office 
building. 

It  is  understood  that  the  building  procured  for 
the  temporary  use  of  the  department  is  far  from 
being  fire  proof,  and  that  the  valuable  books  and 
papers  secured  from  the  recent  conflagration  will 
there  be  exposed  to  similar  dangers.  I therefore 
feel  it  my  duty  to  recommend  an  immediate  appro- 
priation for  the  construction  of  a fire  proof  general 
post  office,  that  the  materials  may  be  obtained  with- 
in the  present  winter,  and  the  building  erected  as 
rapidly  as  practicable. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

December  20,  1836. 

Document  accompanying  the  president’s  message. 

Post  office  department,  Dec.  20,  1836. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  States: 

Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  15th  instant,  I per- 
formed the  painful  duty  of  reporting  to  you  orally 
the  destruction  of  the  general  post  office  building 
by  fire,  and  received  your  instruction  to  inquire 
into  the  cause  and  extent  of  the  calamity,  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  you  to  make  a communication 
to  congress. 


| A few  hours  afterwards  I received  through  the- 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and. 
post  roads  of  the  house  of  representatives  an  official 
copy  of  a resolution  adopted  by  that  house,  in- 
structing the  committee  to  institute  a similar  in- 
quiry, and  the  chairman  asked  for  such  information 
as  it  was  in  my  power  to  give.  The  investigation 
directed  by  you  was  thus  rendered  unnecessary. 

The  corporation  of  the  city  of  Washington,  with, 
honorable  promptitude,  offered  the  department  the 
use  of  the  west  wing  of  the  City  Hall,  now  occu- 
pied by  the  mayor  and  councils  and  their  officers, 
and  the  officers  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal 
company.  The  proprietors  of  the  medical  college 
also  tendered  the  use  of  their  building,  on  E stieet, 
and  offers  were  made  of  several  other  buildings  in 
the  central  parts  of  the  city.  An  examination  was 
made  of  such  as  promised  by  their  magnitude  to 
afford  sufficient  room  for  the  force  employed  in  the 
department,  but  none  were  found  equal,  in  the  com- 
modiousness of  their  interior  structure  and  abundant 
room,  to  Fuller’s  hotel,  opposite  the  buildings  oc- 
cupied by  the  treasuiy  department,  on  Pennsylvania 
avenue.  That  building  has  been  obtained  on  terms 
which  the  accompanying  papers,  (marked  1 and  2) 
w ill  fully  exhibit.  The  business  of  the  department 
will  be  immediately  resumed  in  that  building. 

The  agreement  with  Mr.  Fuller  will  make  ne- 
cessary an  immediate  appropriation  by  confess, 
and  upon  that  body  will  devolve  also  the  duty  of 
providing  for  the  payment  of  the  rent,  if  they  shall 
approve  of  the  arrangement. 

In  the  mean  time  steps  have  been  taken  to  secure 
all  that  is  valuable  in  the  ruins  of  the  post  office 
building,  and  to  protect  from  the  weather  the  walls 
of  so  much  of  it  as  was  occupied  by  the  general 
post  office,  which  stands  firm. 

The  department  has  no  fund  at  command  of  out 
which  the  services  necessary  in  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  objects  can  be  paid  for,  nor  has  it  the 
means  to  replace  the  furniture  which  has  been  lost, 
and  must  be  immediately  obtained  to  enable  the 
clerks  to  proceed  with  their  current  business. 

These-facts  I deem  it  my  duty  to  report  to  you, 
that  you  may  recommend  to  congress  such  measures 
thereupon  as  you  may  deem  expedient. 

With  the  highest  respect  your  obedient  servant, 
AMOS  KENDALL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shields,  the  message  and  ac- 
companying documents  were  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  post  office  and  post  roads,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Petitions  and  memorials  having  been  called  for, 
presented  and  referred,  Mr.  Bell,  from  the  commit- 
tee on  Indian  affairs,  reported  a bill  to  regulate,  in 
certain  cases,  the  disposition  of  the  proceeds  of  lands 
ceded  by  Indian  tribes  to  the  United  States;  which 
said  bill  was  passed  in  committee  of  the  whole 
house,  (Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  in  the  chair),  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported  bills  of  the  following  t ties,  viz: 

A bill  making  an  appropriation  tor  the  suppres- 
sion of  Indian  hostilities} 

A bill  making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of 
the  revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  of  tlie  United 
States  for  1837; 

A bill  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  ser- 
vice for  1837; 

A bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  army  for  the  year  1837; 

A bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifica- 
tions of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1837; 

A bill  making  appropriations  for  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  Indian  department,  and  for  fulfilling 
treaty  stipulations  with  the  various  Indian  tribes  for 
the  year  1837;  which  said  bills  were  severally  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  house  on 
the  state  of  the  union. 

Several  reports  on  the  claims  of  individuals  were 
also  received  and  disposed  of. 

The  business  next  in  order  was  the  motion,  sub- 
mitted yesterday  by  Mr.  D.  J.  Pearce,  to  reconsi- 
der the  vote  by  which  a resolution  heretofore  offer- 
ed, authorising  the  select  committee  appointed  on 
the  affairs  of  the  academy  at  West  Point  to  visit 
the  same,  for  the  purposes  of  their  investigation, 
had  been  laid  upon  the  table.  Mr.  Ward  addressed 
the  house  in  fayor  of  the  motion  ibr  reconsideration. 
At  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  Jarvis  mo>ed 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table.  Mr.  Vanderpoel 
moved  a call  of  the  house,  but  the  house  did  not 
sustain  the  motion.  Mr.  V.  then  moved  that  the 
motion  be  laid  on  the  table — which  was  agreed  to, 
yeas  86,  nays  77. 

Mr.  D.  J.  Pearce  made  an  ineffectual  motion  to 
suspend  the  rule,  to  enable  him  to  offer  a resolution 
calling  on  the  president  of  the  United  States  for 
certain  information  in  relation  to  the  condition  of 
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the  claim  of  certain  citizens  for  indemnity  for  Den- 
mark spoliations. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
solution heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Wise,  proposing 
the  appointment  of  a select  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  administration  of  the  executive  depart- 
ments, together  witli  the  amendment  offered  thereto 
by  Mr.  D.  J.  Pearce,  proposing  to  confine  the  in- 
quiry to  specific  acts  of  mal-administration. 

Mr.  Lane  was  entitled;  to  the  floor,  and  addressed 
the  house  for  upwards  of  an  hour  in  opposition  to 
Mr.  Wise’s  resolution.  And  then,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Howell,  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday’s  proceedings. 

[Not  having  received  the  “Intelligencer”  of  yes- 
terday, we  avail  ourselves  of  the  report  of  the  cor- 
respondent of  the  “Baltimore  American.”] 

In  the  senate.  A message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  the 
state  of  Texas,  and  giving  the  information  obtained 
by  the  agent  sent  to  that  country  during  the  last 
summer,  and  the  views  of  the  executive  in  reference 
to  the  propriety  and  prudence  of  a recognition  of 
Texas.  The  president,  after  reciting  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  two  houses  on  which  he  founded  his 
own  course  of  conduct  in  despatching  an  agent  to 
Texas,  states  that  he  has  transmitted  extracts  from 
the  reports  of  that  agent  in  order  to  give  to  congress 
all  possible  light  on  the  subject. 

He  states  that  he  had  taken  the  steps  towards  re- 
cognition, and  that  the  proceedings  which  he  has 
instituted  are  entirely  in  consequence  of  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  two  houses  at  the  last  session.  The 
disproportion  between  the  physical  force  of  Mexico 
and  that  of  Texas  is  quoted  as  one  of  the  reasons 
for  apprehending  that  the  establishment  of  Texian 
independence  will  not  be  effected  without  a still 
further  and  doubtful  struggle.  Under  a new  presi- 
dent, Mexico  is  preparing  a new'  armament  to  pour 
down  upon  Texas,  and  our  usual  prudence  and  the 
policy  on  , which  it  is  founded,  prescribe  to  us  that 
we  shall  make  no  precipitate  movement,  but  await 
the  issue  of  this  new  attack.  He  reminded  the  two 
houses  that  the  people  of  Texas  had  adopted  a re- 
solution to  apply  to  the  United  States  for  admission 
into  the  union,  as  soon  as  the  United  States  shall 
have  recognised  her  independence  of  Mexico. — 
This  circumstance  is  treated  as  one  which  involves 
the  delicacy  of  our  situation,  and  renders  it  more 
especially  incumbent  on  us  to  act  with  the  greatest 
coolness,  prudence  and  deliberation.  After  a full 
view  of  all  the  circumstances  the  president  arrives 
at  the  conclusion  that  prudence  requires  of  us  to 
stand  aloof  for  the  present,  and  wait  to  see  how  the 
coming  struggle  will  eventuate.  The  president,  in 
conclusion,  expresses  his  entire  willingness  to  co- 
incide with  the  senate  in  any  course  which  that 
body  ma.y  think  most  conformable  to  the  true  inter- 
ests of  the  country. 

The  message  having  been  read,  it  was  ordered  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  that  the  message  and  do- 
cuments with  1,500  copies  of  each,  be  printed. 

Various  petitions  of  a private  character  were 
presented  and  referred,  among  which  was  one  from 
the  hon.  John  Forsyth,  praying  for  compensation 
for  losses  sustained  during  the  Seminole  distur- 
bances. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  it  was  ordered  that  when 
the  senate  adjourns,  it  ad  journ  to  Monday  next. 

A number  of  bills  were  introduced  and  referred, 
which  will  be  noticed  in  their  progress. — Among 
them  was  one,  introduced  by  Mr.  Wright,  for  anti- 
cipating the  payment  of  the  indemnities  awarded 
to  citizens  of  the  United  States  against  France  un- 
der the  convention  of  1831  and  against  the  king  of 
the  Two  Sicilies  in  1832. 

Several  resolutions  of  inquiry  were  also  offered 
and  disposed  of,  when  the  senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  special  order,  being  the  reso- 
lution offered  by  Mr.  Ewing,  to  rescind  the  treasury 
order. 

Mr.  Webster  resumed  and  concluded  the  argu- 
ment he  commenced  yesterday  against  the  legality 
as  well  as  the  policy  of  the  treasury  order.  Mr. 
Benton  then  expressed  a willingness  to  refer  the  re- 
solution with  instructions.  Mr.  Niles  then  spoke  at 
some  length,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Webster,  and  in  defence 
of  the  order.  Mr.  Rives  objected  to  the  resolution 
because  he  questioned  the  power  of  congress  to  re- 
scind an  executive  act.  He  read  a series  of  reso- 
lutions embodying  his  views,  which  were  to  prevent 
the  notes  of  any  bank  which  shall  issue  notes  under 
the  denominations  specified  from  being  received  in 
payment  of  revenue.  He  would  at  g proper  time, 
ofer  these  resolutions.  Mr.  Ewing  withdrew  the 
call  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  resolution  of  Mr. 
Ewmg  was  then  read  a second  time.  The  resolu- 
tion offered  by  Mr.  Rives  was  then  moved  as  an 


amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  The 
senate  then  adjourned  till  Monday. 

In  the  house  of  representatives.  The  joint  resolu- 
tions of  the  legislature  of  Illinois  assenting  to  the 
continuing  of  the  national  road  through  that  state, 
provided  it  be  made  to  cross  the  Mississippi  river 
at  Alton,  in  Illinois,  and  not  at  any  other  point, 
were  taken  up. 

Mr.  Reynolds  stated  it  to  be  the  determination  of 
the  state  of  Illinois  to  withhold  its  assent  from  the 
continuation  of  the  road  unless  it  should  take  the 
route  indicated  in  the  resolutions;  and  he  contend- 
ed that  the  government  had  not  the  power  to  con- 
struct a road  at  all,  without  the  assent  of  the  state 
through  which  it  should  pass. 

The  resolutions  were  referred  to  the  committee 
on  post  offices  and  post  roads. 

A message  relative  to  the  affairs  of  Texas  (simi- 
lar to  that  noticed,  above,  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
senate)  was  received  from  the  president  of  the  U. 
States.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Howard  it  was  referred 
to  the  committee  on  foreign  relations  and  ordered  to 
be  printed.  Mr.  D.  J.  Pearce,  then  moved  the 
printing  of  20,000  extra  copies,  w’hich,  after  a brief 
debate,  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  resolv- 
ed itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union,  Mr.  Muhlenburg  in  the  chair,  on  the 
bill  to  establish  the  United  States  mint  and  to  regu- 
late the  coinage  of  the  United  States. 

After  some  time  spent  in  the  consideration  of  the 
subject,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 
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The  patent  office.  The  corporation  of  Washing- 
ton has  offered,  and  the  superintendent  of  the  pa- 
tent office  has  accepted,  the  City  Hall  for  the  tempo- 
rary use  ol  the  patent  office.  The  purpose  is  one 
to  which  the  apartments  of  the  City  Hall  are  well 
adapted;  much  better,  as  far  as  regards  some  of 
them,  indeed,  than  to  the  purposes  for  which  they 
have  been  hitherto  used.  The  patent  office  will  be 
at  once  established  in  the  part  of  the  building  here- 
tofore occupied  by  the  mayor  and  the  board  of  com- 
mon council,  in  the  west  wing  of  the  City  Hall. 

[Nat.  Intel. 

Post  office  department.  All  of  the  principal  de- 
partments in  Washington  have  published  notices 
similar  to  that  inserted  in  our  last,  from  the  trea- 
sury department,  pequesting  duplicates  of  such  let- 
ters as  were  probably  destroyed. 

Illinois  Legislature.  A letter  from  a member  of 
the  Illinois  legislature,  dated  on  the  7th  says: — “The 
house  of  representatives  have  organized  by  the 
election  of  James  Semple,  V.  B.  as  speaker  and 
D.  Prickett  as  clerk.  All  the  candidates  for  speak- 
er were  Van  Buren  men.  In  the  senate  they  have 
ballotted  three  days  without  making  a choice,  that 
body  being  equally  divided.  The  vote  stands: 
Davidson,  W.  19,  Whiteside,  V.  B.  19,  scattering 
2.  The  election  is  adjourned  to  Monday.  The  go- 
vernor’s message  is  not  yet  delivered.” 

Wisconsin.  The  legislature  of  Wisconsin  has 
passed  a bill  locating  the  permanent  seat  of  govern- 
ment for  that  territory  at  Madison,  on  the  Four 
Lakes;  providing,  however,  that  Burlington,  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Mississippi,  shall  be  the  place  of 
meeting  for  the  legislature  until  1839. 

Trial  of  an  abolitionist.  The  Darien,  (Georgia), 
Telegraph,  gives  us  the  particulars  of  the  trial  of 
Edwin  E.  Roberts,  an  Englishman,  who  had  been 
capitally  indicted  for  “attempting  to  excite  an  in- 
surrection and  revolt  of  slaves.”  After  a long  trial, 
Roberts  was  acquitted  and  discharged.  The  Tele- 
graph says:  “We  never  saw  a greater  object  of 
pity  than  the  prisoner.  He  lay  in  jail  since  last 
August,  and  had  a severe  attack  of  illness;  indeed 
we  doubt  if  he  will  ever  recover  from  his  present 
state  of  feebleness.  A subscription  was  set  on  foot 
in  court,  to  enable  him  to  leave  the  city,  which  he 
did  on  the  following  morning.” 

Resources  of  Maine.  About  9,226  oxen  and  horn- 
ed cattle,  7,180  sheep  and  12S  horses,  have  passed 
through  Kennebunk  this  season,  chiefly  for  the  Bos- 
ton market.  The  aggregate  value  is  estimated  at 
$159,150. 

One  of  the  representatives  in  the  Massachusetts 
legislature,  is  Thomas  Andros,  of  Bcrkly,  Bristol 
county,  who  was  a soldier  of  the  revolution.  He 
was  imprisoned  in  the  old  Jersey  prison  ship.  He 
is  80  years  of  age. 

John  W.  Crockett,  son  of  the  honest  hearted  Davy, 
is  proposed  as  a candidate  for  congress  in  the  dis- 
trict, once  represented  by  his  father. 

The  army.  The  2d  regiment  of  dragoons,  con- 
sisting of  four  or  five  companies,  and  two  compa- 


nies of  artillery,  recently  organized  at  New  York 
and  Fort  Monroe,  and  which  were  ordered  by  the 
secretary  of  war  to  be  held  in  readiness  for  service 
in  Florida  are  now  ordered,  we  hear,  to  join  the 
army  in  that  quarter,  under  major  general  Jesup. 

[Globe. 

The  public  prints,  in  all  sections  of  the  country, 
are  teeming  with  accouuts  of  the  most  revolting 
murders  and  attempts  at  murder.  In  Philadelphia, 
between  Saturday  and  Monday  last,  no  less  than 
four  attempts  at  murder,  with  deadly  weapons  were 
made,  in  all  of  which  severe  wounds  were  inflicted, 
and  in  one  case  resulted  fatally.  In  Natchez,  a 
meeting  has  been  held  to  suppress  street  duelling .’ 
and  in  most  of  the  cities,  the  Bowie  knife  and  pistol 
are  daily  used  as  a means  of  vengeance  or  to  arrest 
the  hand  of  justice. 

Boothbay.  The  harbor  of  Boothbay,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Darmariscotta,  is  said,  in  the  Eastern  Argus, 
to  be  one  of  the  safest  retreats  for  shipping  in  the 
state  of  Maine.  Two  or  three  hundred  sail  of  ves- 
sels, and  sometimes  a still  larger  number  are  often 
seen  hovering  into  the  bav  to  which  they  have  been 
driven  like  a flock  of  birds  for  shelter.  Traces  of 
settlement  as  old  as  1630  have  been  discovered  in 
this  place — foundations  of  houses,  iron  and  ct^iper 
implements  and  human  bones.  It  is  conjectured  to 
have  been  settled  at  that  early  period  by  Germans. 

First  rail  road  of  Michigan.  The  rail  road  from 
Adrain,  (Michigan),  to  Toledo,  (Ohio);  is  now 
completed,  and  the  cars  have  commenced  their  re- 
gular trips  between  the  two  places.  It  is,  accord- 
ing to  the  Adrian  Watch  Tower,  the  shortest  and 
cheapest  route  for  travellers  going  west — preferable 
to  that  of  Detroit.  The  opening  of  the  road  was 
celebrated  at  Adrian  by  100  guns,  a champagne 
party,  toasts  and  other  rejoicings.  Well  may  salvos 
of  artillery  he  fired  in  honor  of  such  enterprises  in 
young  Michigan,  yet  a territory,  and  does  much 
better  in  expending  her  powder  in  this  way,  as 
other  portions  of  our  population  might,  than  in 
landing  the  triumphs  of  some  political  election. 

Switzerland  vineyards.  At  those  vineyards,  si- 
tuated just  below  Yevay,  Indiana,  there  are  jibout 
twenty  acres  in  vines  that  bear,  which  will  yield 
near  lour  thousand  gallons  of  wine  per  year,  that 
will  be  worth  from  one  to  three  dollars  per  gallon. 
The  quality  of  wine  made  at  these  vineyards  is 
pronounced,  by  competent  judges,  superior  to  most 
of  the  Rhenish  wines  imported  into  this  country. 

Oneida  (N.  Y.)  bank  This  bank,  has  gone  into 
operation,  notwithstanding  it  was  robbed  of  its  ca- 
pital. The  distribution  of  the  slock  has  also  been 
declared  to  have  been  fraudulently  made. 

Welland  canal.  The  select  committee  of  the  pro- 
vincial parliament  of  Upper  Canada,  to  whom  the 
subject  was  some  time  since  referred,  have  reported 
in  favor  of  assuming  the  Welland  canal  as  a public 
work.  They  recommend  that  if  the  stockholders 
will,  by  a certain  day  to  be  named,  agree  to  trans- 
fer their  stock  to  the  government,  the  receiver  gene- 
ral shall  be  authorised  to  issue  to  them  debentures 
for  the  amount  of  their  stock,  redeemable  in  twenty 
years,  with  interest  half  yearly,  to  commence  in 
1840,  after  the  following  rates,  viz: — three  per  cent, 
for  the  first  year;  four  for  the  second;  five  for  the 
next;  and  thereafter  six  per  cent,  until  the  deben- 
tures shall  be  redeemed.  And  that  as  soon  as  tlm 
receipts  upon  the  canal  shall  amount  to  £ 25,000 
in  any  one  year,  three  per  cent,  per  annum  upon 
the  amount  invested  shall  be  paid  to  the  present 
proprietors  of  stock,  or  their  representatives;  and 
when  the  annual  receipts  shall  amount  to  £50,000, 
six  per  cent,  per  annum  upon  their  former  stock 
shall  be  paid,  until  the  legal  rate  of  interest  upon 
the  capital  invested  by  them,  from  the  time  that  it 
shall  have  been  actually  paid  in,  shall  be  fully  paid. 

Nantucket  silk.  Handkerchiefs  made  by  the  At- 
lantic silk  company’of  Nantucket  are  now  exhibit- 
ing in  the  Boston  market.  Those  who  have  seen 
them  say  they  bear  a strong  resemblance  to  the 
Pongee  handkerchiefs,  but  are  of  a superior  fabric 
and  certainly  of  equal  firmness.  They  arc  afford- 
ed at  a cheaper  rate  than  foreign  goods  of  the  same 
kind. 

The  fire  at  Washington.  The  correspondent  of 
the  Journal  of  Commerce  ascribes  the  fire  thateqn- 
sumed  the  general  post  office,  and,  we  suspect,  cor- 
rectly, to  (lie  practice  of  depositing  the  ashes,  made 
hv  the  various  fires  in  the  building,  in  the  collar. — 
These  ashes,  it  seems,  are  the  perquisites  of  some 
of  the  minor  officials,  and  were  collected  in  the  cel- 
lar. until  they  were  called  for  by  the  purchasers. 

When  it  is  remembered  that  the  dry  pine  wood 
used  for  lighting  the  fires,  was  also  stored  in  the 
cellar,  there  seems  to  be  no  necessity  for  resorting 
to  supposed  incendiarism,  iu  accounting  for  the  mis- 
chief. 
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The  health  of  the  president,  according  to 
the  last  accounts  from  Washington,  was  rapidly  lm- 
roving,  and  it  was  expected  that  h e would  soon 
e able  to  attend  to  business  as  usual. 

Maryland.  The  legislature  of  this  state  com- 
menced its  session  on  Monday  last.  Richard  Tho- 
mas, esq.  of  St.  Mary’s  county,  was  chosen  pre- 
sident of  the  senate,  and  Benj . L.  Gantt,  esq.  of 
Prince  George’s  county,  speaker  of  the  house  of 
delegates. 

The  governor’s  message  was  transmitted  to  both 
houses  on  Wednesday  last.  It  is  said  to  be  a well 
vv  ril ten  document,  containing  many  useful  and  im- 
portant suggestions.  It  advocates- the  reception  of 
the  surplus  revenue,  and  recommends  early  legisla- 
tion upon  the  subject;  and  in  pursuance  of  this  re- 
commendation, as  we  learn  from  the  correspondent 
oi  the  Baltimore  Gazette,  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  promptly  reported  a bill  authorising'  the 
state  treasurer  to  receive  it  from  the  proper  disburs- 
ing officer  of  the  United  States.  “If  it  should  be 
paid  by  checks  and  drafts  on  the  Union  and  Frank- 
lin (the  deposit?)  banks,  the  bill  provides  that  there 
shall  not  be  a sudden,  but  a gradual  withdrawal  of 
the  funds — that  withdrawal  must  be  governed  by 
the  discretion  of  the  treasurer,  by  the  convenience 
of  these  institutions,  and  the  interests  of  the  state. 
The  moneys  as  drawn  from  time  to  time  are  to  be 
deposited  in  the  bank  of  Baltimore  and  the  Farmers’ 
bank  ot  Maryland — subject  to  the  future  disposition 
ot  the  legislature,  and  in  the  meantime  are  to  be 
applied  to  discounting  real  paper  at  short  dates. — 
This  report,  in  consequence  of  the  time  the  state 
has  for  accepting  the  portion  being  limited,  is  not  a 
general  and  final  one.  The  permanent  investment 
and  appropriation'of  the  fund  is  reserved  for  further 
consideration  and  for  a future  report.” 

This  proposed  transfer  has  caused  no  little  ex- 
citement in  certain  quarters,  and  some  think  it 
would  ba  eminently  mischievous  to  the  mercan- 
tile community;  for  the  reason  that  it  would  com- 
pel the  deposite  banks  to  call  in  their  loans  in  or- 
der to  meet  the  demands  of  the  state  treasurer  up- 
on them.  This-  may  be  true.  But  it  is  a little 
remarkable  that  the  deposite  banks  have  refused  fa- 
cilities to  the  commercial  community,  and  thus 
added  to  the  grinding  oppression  under  which  all 
classes  have  su tiered  for  some  months  past,  on 
the  ground  that  they  were  compelled  to  do  so  to 
meet  the  demands  of  the  general  government  for 
the  surplus  in  their  keeping.  If  this  was  the  true 
reason  for  their  conduct,  the  objection  to  the  trans- 
fer is  not  valid,  for  the  money  must  now  be  in  their 
vaults  subject  to  the  draft  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  and  its  transfer  can  have  no  possible  effect 
upon  persons  who  are  now  borrowers.  If  not  the 
true  reason,  the  deposite  banks  have  not  been  go- 
verned in  their  recent  policy  by  the  alleged  obliga- 
tions imposed  upon  them  as  keepers  .of  the  public 
treasure,  and  they  must  assume  a fearful  amount  of 
responsibility.  For  the  question  will  naturally 
arise,  how  is  it  that  the  commercial  community 
have  been  deprived  of  facilities,  when  the  deposite 
banks  have  not  only  discounted  upon  their  own  ca- 
pital, but  upon  the  revenues  of  the  government? 

The  inference  from  such  a question  would  go 
far  to  confirm  charges  against  the  deposite  banks 
here,  that  have  been  preferred  against  those  in  other 
cities,  and  increase  that  distrust  of  banking  institu- 
tions which  was  unhappily  engendered  by  the  vil- 
lainous doings  connected  with  the  bank  of  Mary- 
land and  other  similar  swindling  institutions.  As 
iriends  of  the  character  of  our  city  we  w'ould  regret 
to  see  the  deposite  banks  here  placed  in  an  attitude 
that  would  render  them  liable  to  such  imputations, 
and  hope  the  question  will  be  simply,  whether  the 
deposite  banks  of  the  United  States,  or  banks  se- 
lected by  the  state,  can  most  advantageously  use 
our  portion  of  the  surplus  for  the  benefit  of  the  peo- 
ple?— and  for  ourselves,  do  not  hesitate  to  sav  that 
the  state  will  consult  its  true  interests  by  commit- 
ting it  to  such  custodiaries  as  will  freely  distribute  it 
to  those  great  interests,  which  have  been  so  severe- 
ly injured. 

P S.  since  the  above  was  in  type  we  have  learn- 
ed that  the  bill  passed  the  house  of  delegates  on 
Thursday,  with  an  amendment  providing  that  the 
treasurer  shall  deposite  at  least  one-fourth,  and  not 
exceeding  two-fifths,  of  the  amount  awarded  to  this 
state,  in  his  discretion,  in  the  Farmers’  bank  of 
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Maryland,  and  the  residue  in  the  Union  bank  of 
Maryland  and  the  Franklin  bank  of  Baltimore,  sub- 
ject to  the  control  of  the  general  assembly.  The 
Farmers’  bank  of  Maryland  is  located  in  Annapolis, 
the  Union  bank  and  Franklin  bank  are  deposite 
banks. 

Judge  John  Buchanan,  of  Washington  county, 
gen.  Thomas  Emory,  of  Queen  Anne’s  county,  any 
Samuel  Jones,  jr.  esq.  of  Baltimore  city,  have  been 
appointed  by  the  governor  and  council  commission- 
ers to  negotiate  the  loan  of  $8,000,000  provided  for 
by  the  internal  improvement  bill  of  last  session. 

Trial  of  Richard  H.  White.  We  learn 
from  the  Intelligencer  of  Wednesday  last,  that  in 
the  case  of  Richard  H.  White,  indicted  and  tried  in 
the  circuit  court  now  in  session  in  Washington,  on 
a charge  of  burning  the  treasury  building  in  1S33, 
the  jury  came  into  court  on  Tuesday,  (after  having 
been  absent  in  the  jury  room  for  upwards  of  seventy 
hours),  and  stated  that  they  were  unable  to  agree 
upon  a verdict.  By  consent  of  counsel  a juror  was 
then  withdrawn, — thus  leaving  the  case  to  be  tried 
over  again.  We  had  laid  aside  a very  interesting 
statement  of  the  testimony  delivered  on  the  trial,  for 
this  weeks  “Register,”  but  will  now  postpone 
its  publication  until  the  case  is  finally  disposed  of. 

Kentucky  senator.  Henry  Clay  has  been 
re-elected  a senator  from  Kentucky  for  six  years 
from  the  4th  of  March  next.  For  Henry  Clay  76, 
for  James  Guthrie  (V.  B.)  54.  Eight  members 
were  absent,  four  of  whom,  it  is  said,  would  have 
voted  for  Mr.  Clay. 

United  States  bank.  The  following  resolu- 
tion was  offered  by  Mr.  Hill,  in  the  legislature  of 
Pennsylvania  on  Friday  the  23d  ult.  which  the 
Harrisburgh  Reporter  says  “will  doubtless  prevail 
when  the  mover  calls  it  up  for  consideration.”  It 
was  accompanied  by  a preamble  condemning  the 
“unprecedented  haste”  by  which  the  bill  chartering 
the  uank  was  passed,  against  the  known  and  repeat- 
ed wishes  of  a majority  of  the  people  of  the  state, 
&.c.  &c.  We  will  publish  the  preamble  in  the  next 
“Register:” 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  seven  be  appoint- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  mode,  manner  and  means  by 
which  the  said  act  of  ISth  of  February,  1836,  was 
passed,  and  also  into  the  conduct  of  the  stockhold- 
ers of  the  said  institution  and  their  agents,  under 
the  said  law,  since  the  3d  of  March,  1836,  and  into 
such  other  matters  as  may  be  connected  with  the 
said  inquiry,  and  that  said  committee  have  power  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  report  to  this  house. 

South  Carolina  and  Texas.  In  the  “Re- 
gister” of  the  17th  inst.  we  published  Mr.  Mc- 
Cord’s report  upon  that  portion  of  gov.  McDulfie’s 
message  relating  to  our  position  towards  Texas. — 
That  report  was  agreed  to  by  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, but  in  the  senate  a counter  report,  made 
by  Mr.  Hamilton,  formerly  governor  of  the  state, 
was  adopted.  See  page  277. 

Spain  and  Mexico.  The  editors  of  the  New 
York  “ Express ” have  seen  a letter  received  by  the 
packet  ship  Havre,  dated  Paris,  which  states  that 
the  writer  had  received  a letter  from  M.  Santa 
Maria,  the  minister  plenipotentiary  from  Mexico, 
then  at  the  court  at  Madrid,  which  states  that  the 
treaty  for  the  -recognition  of  Mexico  had  been’agreed 
upon  between  himself  and  the  Spanish  government, 
and  that  the  difficulties  which  had  previously  ex- 
isted between  the  two  governments  had  been  re- 
moved, and  the  treaty  had  only  to  be  submitted  to 
the  cortes  for  their  sanction. 

The  government  of  Venezuela  is  the  only  one 
except  Mexico,  from  South  America,  that  has  a 
minister  plenipotentiory  at  Madrid  for  the  purpose 
of  adjusting  the  terms  of  recognition.  This  minis- 
ter is  gen.  Soublette,  who  recently  has  been  elected 
vice  president  of  Venezuela.  There  is  very  little 
doubt  that  he  has  negotiated  a similar  treaty  for  his 
government.  There  is  a treaty  between  several  of 
the  South  American  republics,  that  they  never  will 
acceed  to  any  terms,  which  may  encumber  their 
commerce,  or  which  may  require  the  payment  ot 
money.  If.  therefore,  Mexico  is  recognized,  all  the 
rest  will  follow. 


Mexico  and  Texas.  A letter  published  in  the 
New  Orleans  Bulletin,  dated  San  Louis,  Mexico, 
Nov.  23,  stated  that  gen.  Bravo  had  departed  for 
Texas  with  three  thousand  men,  composed  chiefly 
of  “new  recruits  who  came  down,  tied  in  pairs,  to 
prevent  their  running  away,  and  yet,  notwithstand- 
ing this  precaution,  several  hundred  had  deserted.” 
But  according  to  authentic  accounts,  received  in 
New  Orleans,  from  San  Louis,  under  date  of  the 
29th  ultimo.  General  Bravo  was  still  in  that  city, 
occupied  in  engaging  provisions,  &c.  lor  the  army 
from  the  commercial  house  of  Rubio,  who  did  not 
appear  willing  to  furnish  the  supplies  on  the  faith 
of  the  government.  In  consequence  of  this,  Bravo 
had  written  to  the  minister  of  war,  that  he  would 
renounce  the  command  if  he  was  not  furnished 
with  the  means  to  carry  into  effect  the  projected 
campaign  against  Texas  in  the  spring. 

The  sudden  march  of  a division  of  troops  toward 
the  coast  to  reach  which  they  had  to  traverse  the 
Siera  d’Anahuse,  where  several  of  the  soldiers  pe- 
rished by  the  cold  arid  fatigue,  was  occasioned  by 
an  order  from  the  city  of  Mexico,  the  government 
having  been  informed,  by  letters  from  New  Or- 
leans, that  the  Texians,  instigated  by  Santa  Ana 
and  Mejia,  were  preparing  to  make  an  attack  on 
Matamoras  or  Tampico,  which  induced  the  minister 
of  war  to  3end  troops  to  those  two  points.  No  in- 
tention whatever  existed  of  now  invading  Texas, 
and  in  truth,  it  cannot  be  supposed,  if  it  be  but 
taken  into  consideration  that  all  the  country  from 
the  border  of  the  Rio  Bravo  to  the  Sabine  river  is 
impassable,  a fact  of  which  the  Mexicans  are  well 
aware. 

Foreign  news.  Paris  dates  to  the  9th  and  Lon- 
don and  Liverpool  to  the  10th  and  11th  ult.  inclu- 
sive, have  been  received  at  New  York.  The  chief 
item  of  interest  is  an  account  of  an  attempt  by 
Louis  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  a son  of  Louis,  to  ex- 
cite a revolution  in  Strasburg,  a large  fortified  town 
on  the  frontier.  It  appears  that  this  young  man 
called  upon  the  colonel  of  artillery,  Vaudrey,  in 
garrison,  at  Strasburg,  with  whom  he  had  for  some 
time  corresponded.  After  a conversation,  the  co- 
lonel conducted  him  to  the  barracks  of  his  regiment, 
assembled  the  men,  and  presenting  Louis  to  them, 
said  “Louis  Phillippe  is  no  more.  His  government 
has  been  overturned  in  Paris.  There  is  an  end  to 
the  dynasty  of  Orleans.  Behold  the  descendant  of 
‘the  great  man:’  he  is  worthy  of  being  our  king. — 
Vive  Napoleon  Louis  Bonaparte!” 

The  soldiers  joined  the  cry,  and  flew  to  arms; 
the  different  posts  were  relieved,  and  picquets  im- 
mediately marched  to  the  hotels  of  the  prefect  and 
other  authorities,  who  were  thus  placed  under  ar- 
rest. Colonel  Parquin,  brother  of  the  barrister 
who  defended  Fieschi,  accompanied  Louis  Napo- 
leon to  the  house  of  general  Voirol,  and  found  him 
just  getting  out  of  bed.  The  general  successfully 
resisted  the  intruders,  and  having  explained  to  the 
soldiers  that  they  had  been  deceived,  they  then  ar- 
rested the  rebellious  colonel  and  committed  him  to 
prison — and  thus  the  rebellion  was  put  down.'.' — 
Louis  has  also  been  committed  to  prison. 

The  French  journals  also  contain  an  account  of 
an  attempted  insurrection  at  Vendome,  simultane- 
ously with  that  at  Strasburg,  which  was  checked 
without  interrupting  the  tranquility  of  the  town. 

In  England  there  was  a probability  that  the  crop 
of  grain  would  be  short. 

Mr.  Forrest,  the  American  actor,  has  success- 
fully performed  “ Spartacus ” in  Dr.  Bird’s  play  of 
the  “Gladiator,”  and  several  of  Shakespeare’s  he- 
roes before  a London  audience,  and,  in  consequence, 
has  caused  much  rejoicing  among  his  friends  on  this 
side  of  the  water,  one  of  whom  says  “his  fume  is 
now  permanently  established!”  We  are  certainly 
pleased  at  Mr.  Forrest’s  success,  for  the  London 
critics  form  a body  whose  decision  is  not  to  be 
lightly  regarded.  But  his  friends  betray  a spirit  of 
dependence  when  they  make  these  foreign  arbiters 
the  tribunal  of  last  resort,  that  is  neither  creditable 
to  their  intelligence  or  patriotism.  For  they  admit 
the  inference  that  his  failure  would  have  caused 
them  to  revoke  their  own  opinion  of  his  capacity, 
and  that  in  that  event  his  reputation  would  have 
been  run  down  as  rapidly  as  it  has  been  run  up,  and 
instead  oflaurels,  he  might  have  brought  disgrace 
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from  England.  A similar  result  has  been  already 
witnessed  in  the  fate  of  Dr.  Bird’s  tragedy  of  the 
“Gladiator,”  in  which  Mr.  Forrest  made  his  first 
appearance  in  London.  Here,  it  was  thought  to  be 
a production  of  a high  order,  only  equalled  in  its 
literary  merits  by  Forrest’s  talents  as  an  actor. — 
But  having  been  “damn'd”  in  London,  it  has  now 
no  admirers  in  America — at  least  none  who  avow 
themselves;  for  we  have  not  seen  one  word  urged 
iu  its  favor  since  the  decision  of  the  critics  of  old 
Drury. 

The  mint  and  the  coinage.  The  import- 
ant bill  consolidating  into  one,  with  slight  altera- 
tions, all  the  existing  laws  and  regulations  respect- 
ing the  mint  and  coinage,  was  yesterday  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a third  reading  in  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, Mr.  Adams  having  waived  his  ob- 
jections to  parts  of  the  bill,  after  having  maturely 
examined  it,  and  other  objections  being  obviated 
by  amendments.  As  the  bill  now  stands,  the  gold 
coin  remains  as  now;  the  silver  dollar  is  to  be  here- 
after of  the  weight  of  412^  grains  instead  of  416, 
its  present  weight,  (the  quantity  of  pure  silver  in 
it,  however,  remaining  the  same),  and  the  parts  of 
a dollar  of  proportionate  weight;  and  the  copper 
coin  remains,  instead  of  being  reduced  as  proposed, 
at  its  present  weight  of  168  grains  to  the  cent,  and 
84  grains  to  the  half  cent. 

[Nat.  Int.  of  Wednesday. 

Michigan.  The  election  for  assemblymen  and 
senators  closed  a short  time  ago,  and  the  following 
is  the  result,  except  in  two  counties,  sending  one 
delegate  each,  which  had  not  been  heard  from. 

Assembly — Democratic  23;  states  rights  24. 

The  senate  is  said  to  stand  7 democratic  and  5 
state  rights. 

We  have  not  seen  the  official  result  of  the  presi- 
dential election,  but  it  has  been  forwarded  to  Wash- 
ington by  a special  messenger — and  is  said  to  be  in 
favor  of  Messrs.  Van  Buren  and  Johnson. 

Louis  McLane,  esq.  late  secretary  of  state,  and 
recently  president  of  the  New  York  and  Morris 
canal  and  banking  company,  has  been  elected  pre- 
sident of  the  “Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  compa- 
ny.” The  energy,  talents  and  weight  of  character 
which  this  gentleman  will  bring  to  his  new  duties, 
assure  us  that  the  great  work  will  now  be  success- 
fully prosecuted  and  realize  the  warmest  wishes  of 
its  friends. 

Resignation  of  Mr.  Porter.  The  editors  of 
the  “National  Intelligencer”  have  learned  from  a 
correspondent  at  New  Orleans,  that  Alexander  Por- 
ter, esq.  has  resigned  his  seat  in  the  senate  of  the 
United  States  for  the  remainder  of  his  term,  which 
would  have  expired  on  the  4th  of  March  next. — 
Personal  indisposition  and  family  affliction  are,  we 
regret  to  state,  the  reasons  which  induced  Mr.  Por- 
ter to  this  course.  It  is  presumed  that,  the  legisla- 
ture not  being  in  session,  a temporary  appointment 
to  fill  the  vacancy  will  be  made  by  the  governor. 

Resignation  of  B.  W.  Leigh.  The  com- 
mittee of  the  house  of  delegates  of  Virginia,  to 
whom  Mr.  Leigh’s  letter  resigning  his  seat  in  the 
senate  of  the  United  States  was  referred,  have  re- 
ported the  following  resolutions. 

“Mr.  Watkins,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  Mr.  Leigh’s  letter  of  resigna- 
tion, made  a report,  concluding  with  the  following 
resolutions: 

“1.  Therefore  resolved,  That  the  two  several  let- 
ters aforesaid,  of  Benjamin  Watkins  Leigh,  are 
deemed  highly  disrespectful  in  their  tone,  and  un- 
satisfactory in  their  reasoning,  and  that  this  as- 
sembly doth  decidedly  disapprove  of  the  conduct 
of  the  said  Benjamin  Watkins  Leigh,  touching  the 
expunging  resolutions,  and  the  instructions  con- 
cerning the  same,  given  him  by  the  general  as- 
sembly at  the  late  session  thereof. 

“2.  Resolved,  (the  letters  of  the  said  senator  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding),  That  this  assembly 
doth  solemnly  repeat  their  unshaken  regard  for  the 
right  of  instruction,  as  resting  on  the  broad  basis  of 
the  nature  of  representation,  and  as  one  of  the  vital 
principles  of  our  free  institutions;  and  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  representative  to  obey  the  instructions 
of  his  constituents,  or  resign  the  trust  with  which 
they  have  clothed  him,  in  order  that  it  may  be 
transferred  into  the  hands  of  those  who  will  carry 
into  execution  the  wishes  and  instructions  of  the 
constituent  body. 

“3.  Resolved,  That  after  the  solemn,  and  now 
repeated  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  general 
assembly  on  the  right  of  instruction,  and  the  duty 
of  obedience  thereto,  no  man  ought  henceforth  to 
accept  or  retain  the  appointment  of  senator  of  the 
United  States  from  Virginia,  who  doth  not  hold 


himself  bound  to  obey  such  instructions,  or  to  re- 
sign the  trust  with  which  he  is  clothed. 

“On  motion  of  Mr.  Pendleton,  the  report  was 
laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed.” 

The  surplus  revenue.  The  following  are  the 
title  and  preamble  of  an  act  which  has  passed  the 
legislature  of  Virginia  relative  to  the  reception  by 
that  state  of  her  share  of  the  surplus  revenue. 

“A  bill  declaring  the  willingness  of  the  state  of 
Virginia  to  accept  the  deposite  of  its  proportion 
of  tne  moneys  that  by  the  13th  section  of  the  act 
of  congress,  entitled,  ‘an  act  to  regulate  the  de- 
posites  of  the  public  money,’  approved  the  23d  of 
June,  1836,  are  to  be  deposited  with  the  several 
states,  and  authorising  the  treasurer  of  the  com- 
monwealth to  receive  the  same. 

“ Whereas,  by  the  13th  section  of  the  act  of  con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  entitled  ‘an  act  to  re- 
gulate the  deposites  of  the  public  money,’  ap- 
proved the  23d  of  June,  1836,  it  is  enacted, ‘that 
the  money  which  shall  be  in  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1837,  re- 
serving the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  shall  be 
deposited  with  the  several  states,’  under  the  pro- 
visions and  on  the  terms  therein  contained;  and 
while  the  general  assembly  regards  any  system  of 
taxation  by  the  federal  government  producing  more 
revenue  than  is  necessary  for  the  wants  of  the  go- 
vernment economically  administered,  as  impolitic 
and  unjust;  and  denies  the  right  of  the  congress  of 
the  United  States  to  raise  revenue  for  the  purpose 
of  deposite  or  distribution  amongst  the  states:  Ne- 
vertheless believing  the  surplus  money  in  the  trea- 
sury to  have  arisen  under  extraordinary  circum- 
stances, not  likely  to  continue,  and  considering  the 
provisions  of  the  said  act  to  be  a temporary  ex- 
pedient to  relieve  a redundant  treasury,  and  being 
willing  in  good  faith,  under  such  circumstances, 
to  receive  the  proportion  of  said  surplus  proposed 
to  be  deposited  with  the  state  of  Virginia:  Beit 

enacted,”  fyc. 

Erie  and  Champlain  canals,  1836.  Canal 
collector’s  office,  Albany,  December  15 ill,  1836.  The 
whole  quantity  of  down  freight  conveyed  on  the 
Erie  and  Champlain  canals  to  the  city  of  Albany, 
during  the  season  of  canal  navigation  in  the  year 
1836,  is  as  follows: 


Barrels  of 

domestic  spirits  . 

19,057 

Feet 

boards  and  scantling 

. 111,120,630 

Thousands 

shingles 

21,788 

Feet 

timber  . 

217,400 

Pounds 

staves  .... 

. 35,026,048 

Barrels 

flour 

729,309 

Bushels 

wheat  .... 

201,331 

do. 

rye  . 

9,448 

do. 

corn  .... 

90,949 

do. 

barley  . 

237,369 

do. 

other  grain 

144,977 

do. 

bran  and  ship  stuff . 

397,434 

do. 

peas  and  beans  . 

25,105 

do. 

potatoes  . 

902 

Barrels 

pork  .... 

17,633 

do. 

beef 

8,806 

do. 

salt  . 

2,474 

do. 

ashes  . . . . 

22,S5S 

do. 

lime  .... 

S,980 

Pounds 

dried  fruit 

482,917 

Cords 

wood  .... 

23,209 

Pounds 

clover  and  grass  seed 

1,009,152 

do. 

flax  seed  . 

, 477,115 

do. 

wool 

1,384,277 

do. 

cotton 

41,500 

do. 

cheese  . 

5,377,657 

do. 

butter  and  lard  . 

. 4,496,892 

do. 

hops  . . . . 

341,601 

do. 

tobacco 

. 1,659,800 

do. 

leather  . . . . 

1,067,555 

do. 

fur  .... 

19,800 

do. 

peltry  . . . . 

213,100 

do. 

gypsum  . 

71,400 

do. 

stone 

4,989,300 

do. 

domestic  cottons 

804,100 

do. 

domestic  woollens  . 

71,300 

do. 

merchandise 

352,208 

do. 

furniture 

743, 65S 

do. 

clay  . . , . 

2,400 

do. 

mineral  coal  . 

33,300 

do. 

bar  and  pig  lead 

250,400 

do. 

pig  iron 

483,559 

do. 

iron  ware  . 

230,605 

do. 

sundries 

7,670,297 

The  quantity  of  up  freight  conveyed  on  the  Erie 
and  Champlain  canals,  from  the  city  of  Albany, 
during  the  season  of  canal  navigation  in  the  year 
1S36,  is  as  follows: 

Pounds  merchandise  . . . 148,509,272 

do.  furniture  . . . 3,917,618 

do.  other  articles  . . . 21,806,673 

The  amount  of  toll  paid  at  this  office,  is  $389,202  16. 


The  total  number  of  boats  that  arrived  at,  and 
departed  from  Albany,  was  ten  thousand  tiro  hun- 
dred and  tuierily-six.  [ Albany  Argus. 

Gold  aicd  silver  coin.  A writer  iu  the  “New- 
buryport  (Mass.)  Herald”  estimates  the  present 
supply  of  gold  and  silver  coin,  in  this  country  and 
in  Europe,  as  being  $30,000,000  less  in  value  than 
it  was  seven  years  ago.  This  decrease,  he  con- 
tends, is  owing  to  two  causes;  the  diminished  sup- 
ply from  the  'mines,  and  the  growing  demand  lor 
gold  and  silver  ornaments  and  utensils.  The  influ- 
ence of  the  latter  cause  is  much  greater  than  would 
be  supposed  at  first  thought.  It,  is  upon  sound  au- 
thority estimated,  that  £5,000,000  are  annually 
withdrawn  from  circulation  for  these  purposes.  The 
amount  is  of  itself  equal  to  the  whole  annual  supply 
from  the  mines  of  Europe  and  America.  £ 2,000,000 
are  annually  exported  to  Asia,  over  and  above  what 
returns  either  from  that  quarter  or  from  Africa, 
making  a total  of  £7,000,000.  The  abrasian  or 
wear  of  coin  is  estimated  at  one  part  in  420,  or 
£2,381  in  the  million.  The  annual  supplvis  about 
£5,000,000.  The  effect  of  all  this  is,  that  the 
amount  of  coin  in  Europe  and  America,  which,  in 
1809,  was  estimated  at  $'3S0,000,000,  was,  in  1S28, 
twenty  years  later,  less  than  £308,000,000,  show- 
ing a reduction  of  £72,000,000  in  that  short  period. 
By  extending  the  calculation  to  the  present  time — 
offsetting  the  increased  supply  from  the  mines  of 
the  United  States  and  Russia  by  the  increasing 
quantity  required  for  the  arts,  by  the  growing  taste 
for  ornaments  and  luxury,  also  allowing  for  the  drain 
to  Asia  and  the  loss  by  abrasian  and  other  causes 
— we  find  that  the  stock  of  coin  has,  in  the  inter- 
val, suffered  a still  further  reduction  of  £8,000,000 
or  nearly  £ SO, 000, 000,  and  cannot  now  be  put 
higher  than  £289,000.000,  being  a falling  off  from 
the  entire  stock,  in  27  years,  of  £91,000,000,  or 
nearly  one-fourth. 

Commerce  of  Chicago,  (Illinois).  The  ra- 
pid growth  of  Chicago  is  a subject  of  remark  and 
wonder  throughout  the  union.  The  growth  ol  the 
town,  however,  bears  no  comparison  with  that  of 
its  commerce,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  following 
statements:  In  1S33, there  were,  as  we  are  inform- 

ed,'but  four  arrivals  from  the  lower  lakes,  viz:  two 
brigs  and  two  schooners,  say  700  tons.  In  1S35, 
there  were  about  250  arrivals,  nearly  all  ot  which 
were  schooners,  averaging  about  90  tons  burden 
each,  or  22,500  tons  in  all.  In  1S36.  the  first  arri- 
rival  was  on  the  18th  day  of  April.  From  that  time 
to  the  first  day  of  December,  226  days,  456  vessels 
(49  steamboats,  10  ships  and  bargues,  26  brigs.  363 
schooners  and  8 sloops)  arrived,  averaging  57,550 
tons,  as  follows:  85  ships,  steamboats,  barques  and 
brigs,  at  250  tons  each,  21,250  tons:  363  schooners 
at  100  tons  each,  (many  of  them  carry  150  to  200 
tons),  36,300  tons:  or  57,550  tons  in  all,  without 
including  the  sloops.  To  give  a more  concise 
view  of  the  increase  of  our  commerce,  for  the 
years  above  named,  we  place  it  in  the  following  or 
der: 

Year.  Number  of  arrivals.  Average  tonnage. 

1S33  4 ~ 700 

1835  250  22,500 

1836  456  57,550 

As  there  are  several  vessels  now  on  the  way, 

which  will  arrive  here  this  season,  we  may  safely 
state  the  tonnage  at  60,000!  being  an  increase  of 
59,300  tons  in  three  years! 

Is  there  any  other  town  within  the  borders  of  our 
union  which  can  boast  of  as  large  an  increase  in  its 
commerce  as  this?  AVe  challenge!  [ Chicago  Am. 

In  speaking  of  the  resources  of  Illinois  the  Chi- 
cago American  further  says — 

“Grapevines  are  found  indigenous  and  abundant 
in  most  parts  of  the  state,  yielding  grapes  which 
might  be  profitably  made  into  excellent  wine.  F o- 
reign  vines  are  easily  cultivated.  But  the  indigenous 
vines  are  found  in  every  variety  ol  soil;  twined  with 
every  little  grove  in  the  prairies  and  barrens;  and 
curling  themselves  to  the  tops  ol  the  loftiest  trees 
that  rise  in  the  beauty  and  luxuriance  ot  their  growth 
from  the  rich  soil  of  the  bottoms.  In  the  infancy 
of  settlement  the  French  made  wine  in  such  abun- 
dant quantities,  as  to  make  it  an  article  of  export 
to  their  native  country,  itself  celebrated  for  its 
“blushing  vinehills.”  But  the  proper  authorities 
of  the  old  kingdom  prohibited  the  introduction  of 
wine  from  Illinois,  as  it  might  injure  the  sale  of 
their  own  staple  article.  It  is  stated  in  one  of  the 
magazines  of  the  country,  that  so  prolific  are  tiny 
vines,  one  gentleman  made  twenty-seven  barrels  ot 
wine  with  very  little  labor,  in  his  own  immediate 
neighborhood.  And  as  it  will  appear,  in  a con- 
tinued consideration  of  this  state,  that  corn  is  one 
of  its  important  productions,  we  have  here  the  old 
scriptural  standard  of  prosperity  and  luxury  a 
country  abounding  with  “corn  and  wine.” 
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Rebellion  in  Naples.  According  to  the  New 
York  “Commercial  Advertiser,”  letters  have  been 
received  in  that  city  from  Marseilles,  dated  Nov. 
4th,  mentioning  a report  that  the  people  of  Na- 
ples had  risen  in  rebellion  against  the  lung,  and 
declared  in  favor  of  the  prince  of  Capua.  Commo- 
dore Porter  was  at  Marseilles  on  the  4th.  Sloop  of 
war  John  Adams  was  expected  daily. 

Cuba.  A short  time  since  the  governor  of  San- 
tiago de  Cuba  issued  a proclamation  declaring  the 
constitution  of  1812.  Gov.  Tacon  promptly  sent 
from  Havana  an  expedition  of  about  3,000  men  to 
quell  the  insurrectionists — but  at  the  last  accounts 
the  rebellious  governor  had  annulled  his  proclama- 
tion and  tranquility  was  restored. 

Texas.  The  London  Times  of  November  8, 
founding  his  reasoning  on  the  opinions  of  his  Ame- 
rican correspondent,  under  the  signature  of  a 
“Genesee  Traveller, ” says: 

“We  see  in  the  late  proceedings  of  the  govern- 
ment and  people  of  the  United  States  a confirma- 
tion of  the  suspicion,  long  entertained  in  the  best 
informed  diplomatic  circles,  that  the  annexation  ,of 
Texas  to  their  already  unwicldly  territory  is  a fa- 
vorite project.  Texas  would  be  the  stepping- 
stone  to  the  acquisition  of  Mexico.  Will  such  a 
result,  probably  not  a very  distant  one,  be  most  in- 
jurious to  Spain  or  to  the  American  union?  Mean- 
time, will  Europe  be  content  to  be  a quiet  observer 
of  the  progress  of  events!!!” 

Fatal  affray.  Baltimore,  December  27.  Yester- 
day evening,  between  eight  and  nine  o’clock,  Dr. 
Edward  J.  Jllcock  departed  this  life.  His  death 
was  caused  by  a wound  in  his  thigh  of  a pistol 
ball,  on  the  night  of  Tuesday,  the  20th  instant. 
Mr.  George  Steuart  was  charged  with  having  fired 
the  pistol  which  caused  the  wound — he  was  arrest- 
ed on  the  charge,  and  it  being  represented  to  judge 
.Brice  that  the.  surgeon  who  examined  the  wound 
considered  it  probably  but  not  certainly  such  ns 
might  cause  death,  Mr.  Steaurt  was  held  to  bs.il 
an  a recognisance  of  #10,000.  Yesterday  afternoon, 
when  it  was  declared  by  the  surgeons  that  Dr. 
Alcock  could  not  lit  e more  than  a few  hours,  Mr. 
Steuart  surrendered  himself  to  the  civil  authority' 
and  was  committed  to  prison,  where  he  remains  to 
await  the  decision  of  the  law. 

The  circumstances  which  led  to  the  above  me- 
lancholy result,  originated  some  weeks  ago  in  a 
dispute  of  a political  character  between  the  de- 
ceased and  a near  relative  of  Mr.  Steuart,  which 
was  soon  changed  into  a most  acrimonious  personal 
one,  in  which  Mr.  S.  was  himself  involved. 

[Gaz. 

Horrible  ! Too  boon  has  the  ill-fated  example 
of  St.  Louis,  without  any  of  its  mitigating  circum- 
stances, been  followed,  in  the  burning  of  a murder- 
er— a slave — in  Arkansas.  The  only  account  we 
have  of  the  horrible  transaction  is  contained  in  the 
annexed  extract  from  the  Arkansas  Gazette,  of  the 
29th  ult. 

“We  have  been  informed  that  the  slave  William, 
who  murdered  his  master  (Husky)  some  weeks 
since,  and  several  negroes,  was  taken  by  a party',  a 
few  days  since,  from  the  sheriff  of  Hot  Spring,  and 
burned  alive!  yes,  tied  up  to  the  limb  of  a tree,  a 
fire  built  under  him,  and  consumed  in  slow  and  lin- 
gering torture!  We  have  mentioned  this  disgrace- 
ful and  barbarous  outrage,  that  the  ministers  of  the 
law  may  take  steps  to  bring  those  implicated  in  the 
guilt  of  so  black  a crime,  to  punishment.” 

The  circumstances  of  this  criminal  outrage  are 
aggravated  by  the  fact,  that  the  evidence  against  the 
negro  was  of  such  a character,  that  there  was  no 
chance  of  his  escape  from  a just  expiation  of  his 
crime  by  law — his  condemnation  was  next  to  cer- 
tain. [Mss.  Ref. 

Another  steamboat  disaster.  The  num- 
ber of  steamboat  disasters  almost  equals  the  fatcl  af- 
frays which  occur  in  all  sections  of  the  country, 
and  li ice  them  arc  regarded  as  too  trivial  to  attract 
the  notice  of  the  law.  The  last  disaster  w;s  on 
board  of  the  boat  Dolphin,  which  when  off  tie  bar 
of  St.  John’s  river,  Florida,  having  stopped  to  take 
on  board  a pilot,  in  attempting  to  start  her  tngine 
hurst  the  boiler,  and  killed  fifteen  persons ! Among 
the  killed  were  col.  Brooks,  lieut.  Alexander  Mac- 
key,  United  States  army;  Miss  Brown,  daughter  of 
col.  Brown;  Barney  Duce,  mate;  Beaury  "end  El- 
dree,  engineers;  Kemory,  pilot;  two  deckhands, 
three  stewards,  and  three  blacks. 

Col.  Brown,  lady,  and  two  children;  Mr.-.  Gibson 
and  son;  Dr.  Martin,  United  States  army;  Vlr.  Wal- 
dron arid  col.  Dill,  slightly  wounded,  and  one  per- 
son whose  name  it  not  given.  The  survivors  were 
rescued  by  the  steamboat  Santee.  It  is  worthy  of 


remark  that  Dr.  Martin,  of  the  army,  after  the  ex- 
plosion took  place,  gave  up  his  place  in  the  bow  to 
a lady,  and  clung  to  a log  until  the  steamboat  San- 
tee came  up. 

Dreadful  shipwreck.  The  brig  Gambia, 
which  sailed  from  N.  York,  for  Lisbon,  on  the  16th 
ultimo,  was  capsized,  on  the  night  of  the  19th, 
while  lying  to  in  a gale  of  wind  in  the  gulf.  The 
captain,  first  mate  and  a passenger  were  in  the  ca- 
bin at  the  time  and  were  drowned.  The  survivors, 
seven  in  number,  clustered  around  the  forecastle, 
the  only  part  out  of  water,  and  lashed  themselves 
to  the  bitts.  Here  for  three  days  and  nights  they 
were  exposed  to  the  peltings  of  the  storm,  with 
nothing  to  eat  but  a few  raw  potatoes,  and  no  wa- 
ter. At  this  period  two  of  the  crew  died,  and  the 
cabin  boy  died,  raving  mad,  and  to  satisfy  the  crav- 
ings of  hunger  the  boy  was  cut  up  for  food!  On 
the  night  of  the  22d  the  remainder  of  the  crew,  who 
had  succeeded  in  reaching  the  main  top,  saw  a ves- 
sel to  leeward,  which  proved  to  be  the  ship  New 
England,  on  board  of  which  they  were  taken  and 
landed  in  Boston.  The  names  of  the  survivors  are 
Joseph  Couillard,  second  mate,  Samuel  Presson, 
Andrew  Smith  and  A.  Smith.  Those  drowned 
were  captain  French,  M.  Jordan,  mate,  and  John 
Dean,  passenger,  Jacobs,  the  cook,  Andrew  Pater- 
son, seaman,  and  a Portuguese  boy,  named  Alex- 
ander, died  from  fatigue  and  hunger.  The  Gambia 
was  laden  with  rice  and  tobacco. 

Upper  Canada.  The  very  liberal  sum  of 
£500,000  has  been  voted  by  the  house  of  assembly 
of  Upper  Canada,  for  repairing  the  roads  of  that 
province.  After  an  animated  debate  of  three  days, 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  on  the  report  of  a com- 
mittee appointed  to  examine  and  report  the  present 
condition  of  the  Welland  Canal,  it  was  voted,  31  to 
27,  to  purchase  the  stock  held  in  the  work  by  indi- 
viduals, and  apply  the  public  funds  towards  its  com- 
pletion and  repair.  It  was  stated,  in  the  course  of 
the  debate,  that,  including  the  money  the  province 
had  already  paid  and  was  liable  for,  the  sum  requir- 
ed to  purchase  out  the  stockholders,  and  to  make 
it  a substantial  work,  would  amount  to  about 
£1,000,000; — and  that  to  pay  even  the  simple  inter- 
est on  that  sum,  the  tolls  must  yield  not  less  than 
£60,000  per  annum.  The  tolls  for  the  past  year 
are  stated  at  £7,000. 

Laborers  in  English  factories.  It  appears 
from  certain  statistical  returns  that  there  were  em- 
ployed in  the  cotton  factories  of  Great  Britain,  last 
year — 100,495  males,  and  119.639  females — total 
220,134  persons,  of  whom  28,771  were  children 
from  8 to  To  years  of  age.  In  the  wool  factories 
there  were  37,477  males,  and  33,797  females — total 
71,274  of  whom  13,322  were  from  S to  13  years  of 
age.  In  silk  factories  there  were  employed  10.1SS 
males,  and  20,494  females — total  30.6S2,  of  whom 
9,074  Were  from  8 to  13  years  old.  In  the_/7a;r  fac- 
tories, there  were  employed  10,395  males,  and  22,888 
females — total  33,233  persons,  of  whom  5,288  were 
from  8 to  13  years  old.  The  whole  number  of 
persons  employed  in  these  four  kinds  of  factories, 
were  335,373  persons,  of  whom  55,455  were  children 
from  8 to  13  years  old. 

Steam  power  vs.  horses.  It  is  evident  that 
in  afew  years, steam  power  will  be  applied  to  such 
a variety  of  purposes,  that  thes  rvices  of  the  horse, 
or  the  ox,  will  no  longer  be  required.  Dr.  Lanlner. 
in  his  excellent  treaties  on  the  steam  engine,  com- 
putes that  there  are  above  on?  million  of  horses 
engaged  in  Great  Britain,  in  various  ways  in  trans- 
porting passengers  and  goods,  and  that  to  support 
each  horse  requires  as  much  land  as  would  upon  an 
average  support  eight  rnen.  If  this  quantity  of 
animal  power  were  displaced  by  steam  engines, 
and  the  means  of  (ransnort  drawn  from  the  bowels 
of  the  earth,  instead  of  beiag  raised  upon  its  sur- 
face, then,  supposing  the  above  calculation  correct, 
as  much  land  would  beco-re  available  for  the  sun- 
port  of  human  beings,  as  wpuld  suffice  for  an  addi- 
tional population  of  8,000,010 — or  what  amounts  to 
the  same,  would  increase  .:he  means  of  support  of 
the  present  population  by  about  one-third  of  the 
present  available  means.  The  land  which  now 
supports  horses,  would  then  support  men,  or  pro- 
duce corn  for  food. 

Judge  White.  Some  weeks  since  a number 
of  the  citizens  of  Carter  country,  Tennessee,  in- 
vited Hugh  L.  White  to  partake  of  a public  din- 
ner. In  consequence  of  its  being  necessary  for 
him  to  repair  early  to  Washington  he  declined  the 
invitation,  and  addressed  a letter  to  the  gentlemen 
from  which  the  following  is  extracted.  It  belongs 
to  the  history  of  the  times: 


“It  is  well  known  to  many  of  my  fellow  citizens 
that  it  was  my  sincere  wish  that  iny  name  should 
not  be  used  as  a candidate  for  the  distinguished  of- 
fice of  the  chief  magistrate  of  this  great  and  grow- 
ing nation.  Some  of  yoi,  as  well  as  others,"were 
anxious  it  should  be,  ant  I consented.  Attempts 
have  been  made  first  to  coix,  then  to  coerce  me  to 
withdraw  it.  These  have  fiiled,  and  the  effort  now 
making  is  to  verify  the  prediction  of  my  valued  old 
friend,  the  president,  “that  I should  be  rendered  as 
infamous  as  ever  Aaron  Burr  was.”  Thanks  to 
you,  my  countrymen;  thanks  to  hundreds  of  others, 
who  have  long  known  me,  I am  not  so  yet.  Whe- 
ther I ever  will  be,  the  wisest  cannot  foretell.  It 
shall  be  my  constant  aim  to  endeavor  to  merit  a 
good  character;  but  what  my  reputation  will  ulti- 
mately be,  depends  not  upon  myself,  but  on  my  fel- 
low citizens.  I am  proud  of  your  continued  con- 
fidence, and  return  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  your 
unwavering  and  stead)  support.  I thank  every 
early  friend  who  solicited  the  use  of  my  name,  and 
has  remained  firm,  notwithstending  the  denunciations 
of  those  in  power.  The  few  who  have  yielded  m.; 
up,  I can  readily  forgive,  tome  of  them,  no  doubt, 
have  received  weightier  argnnents  than  my  friends 
can  ever  use.  Others,  as  a distinguished  friend  has 
said,  were  “ misborn .”  Thdr  lot  has  been  cast  in 
a land  of  liberty,  where  every  citizen  is  a sovereign; 
when,  according  to  their  principles,  they  were  in- 
tended for  the  slaves  of  some  despot. 

“I  shall  preserve  your  imitation  while  I live  and 
in  death  hand  it  over  to  mychildren,as  an  evidence 
that  my  constituents  of  Carter  county  did  not  credit 
the  calumnies  which  have  been  showered  down 
upon  me;  and  that,  let  others  do  as  they  may,  they 
have  determined  that  “they  and  their  children  will 
continue  to  be  free.” 


FLORIDA  WAR— OFFICIAL. 

In  justice  to  general  Call  and  general  Jesup,  as 
well  as  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  the  latest  in- 
telligence of  the  army  in  Florida,  we  publish  the 
following  extracts  of  official  communications  re- 
cently received  at  the  war  department.  [Globe. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  gen.  Jesup,  dated 

head  quarters,  army  of  the  south, 
Volusia,  Florida,  December  9,  1836. 

“The  command  of  the  forces  in  Florida  was 
transferred  to  me  yesterday.  I would  greatly  have 
preferred  that  governor  Call  had  been  permitted  to 
close  the  campaign.  He  has  had  difficulties  to  en- 
counter of  which  no  man  can  form  an  adequate 
idea  who  has  not  been  here  I have  examined 
carefully  the  state  of  the  service,  and  have  looked 
into  every  matter  connected  with  the  recent  opera- 
tions; and  I am  sure  that  no  man  could  liave  done 
more  under  the  circumstances.  He  established  this 
post,  and  took  every  preliminary  step  to  supply  it. 
Supplies  and  means  of  transportation  are  rapidly 
arriving;  and  had  tie  retained  the  command,  he 
would  soon  have  struck  an  important  blow. 

The  term  of  service  of  the  Tennessee  volunteers 
will  expire  in  a few  days.  To  avail  myself  of  their 
services  in  the  attack  I propose  to  make,  I shall 
move  sooner  than  h my  own  judgment  I ought  to 
move,  and  may  ha’e  to  fall  back;  hut  I am  so  ar- 
ranging my  depots, that  if  compelled  to  relinquish 
one  object,  I shall  reauily  strike  another  If  I 
should  not  succeed  in  dislodging  Powell,  f can,  on 
returning  to  this  ilace,  strike  Micanopy,  Philip 
and  Cooper,  who  ire  about  a day’s  march  from 
each  other,  each  wth  from  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty to  two  hundred  Indian  and  negro  warriors;  the 
latter,  perhaps,  the  more  numerous.  My  object 
will  be  to  strike  tiein  in  succession,  and  prevent 
them  from  concentrating.” 

Extract  from  a teller  from  maj.  gen.  Jesup.  dated 

HEAD  QUARTERS,  ARMY  OF  THE  SOUTH, 

Volisiu,  Florida.,  Dec.  12,  1836. 

• “A  sufficient  supply  of  subsistence  having  been 
received  yesterday  to  enable  me  to  move  with 
twenty  days’  rations,  the  army  will  march  to-day. 
The  advance  is  new  moving.  At  the  Ocklawaha  I 
shall  have  the  choice  of  two  objects — Micanopy, 
which  is  about  thirty  miles  south  of  the  point  where 
I shall  cross  that  river,  and  Powell,  who  is  fifty 
miles  southwest  of  it. 

I propose,  after  placing  the  train  safely  across  the 
Ocklawaha,  to  leave  a sufficient  force  to  protect  it, 
and  with  the  remainder,  make  a forced  march  and 
strike  either  Micanopy  or  Powell,  and  if  successful 
with  the  first,  immediately  attack  the  other. 

My  movements  are  not  in  accordance  with  my 
own  judgment;  they  are  controlled  by  the  necessi- 
ty of  availing  myself  of  the  few  days  that  yet  re- 
main of  the  teem  of  service  of  the  Tennessee  bri- 
gade, and  I am,  therefore,  compelled  to  march  on 
their  route  to  the  mouth  of  the  Wythlacoochee, 
where  they  expect  to  embark  for  New  Orleans,  on 
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their  way  home.  This  movement  will  enable  me 
to  strike  at  the  two  chiefs  mentioned  above,  and  to 
cover  the  frontier;  but  hid  I the  control  of  my 
measures,  I could  employ  the  force  to  much  more 
advantage,  in  a succession  of  attacks  along  the 
Ocklawaha,  and  thence  down  the  Wythlacoochee.” 

By  the  express  mail,  says  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer, of  yesterday,  we  lave  intelligence  that  more 
citizens  are  to  be  called  in,o  military  service  in  Flo- 
rida. In  South  Carolina,  the  governor  has  ordered 
a draught  of  300  men  from  the  7th  and  8th  brigades 
South  Carolina  militia,  to  narch  immediately  to  Flo- 
rida; and  an  order  has  also  been  issued  to  a detach- 
ment of  militia  from  Alabama  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  following  companies  of  United  States  dra- 
groons,  left  New  York  on  the  27th  inst.  for  Florida, 
in  the  ship  Washington. 

Company  E.  1st  lieutenant  Howe. 

“ “ 2d  lieutenant  McNeil. 

Company  F.  captain  Anderson. 

Company  G.  1st  lieutenant  Blake. 

“ “ 2d  lieutenant  Kingsbury. 

Company  H.  1st  lieutenant  Graham. 

“ “ 2d  lieutenant  Hunter. 

A letter  from  Floriii,  under  date  of  December 
12,  announces  the  death  of  captain  Boss,  of  the  ma- 
rine corps,  of  wounds  received  in  the  battle  of  No- 
vember 21.  Captain  Maitland,  who  was  wounded 
at  the  same  time,  was  rapidly  recovering. 

The  editor  ofthe  Connecticut  Courant,  on  noticing 
the  statement  of  the  secretary  of  war,  that  there 
have  been  mustered  inb  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  during  the  past  year,  no  less  than  twenty- 
four  thousand  five  hundrtd  militia  and  volunteers,  re- 
marks— “We  believe  the  troops  under  the  command 
of  gen.  Washington  in  the  revolutionary  war,  fre- 
quently fell  short  of  this  number!” 


GEN.  SCOTT  AND  JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 
To  the  editors  ofthe  National  Intelligencer: 

To  avoid  all  misunderstanding  and  misrepresen- 
tation on  the  subject  of  the  position  I occupy,  and 
the  paper  I recently  transmitted  to  the  military 
court  now  engaged  in  the  investigation  of  the  con- 
duct of  gen.  Scott,  I have  to  request  that  you  will 
publish  the  letter  itself. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  this  letter  is  nothing 
more  than  was  published  over  my  own  name,  in  the 
National  Intelligencer,  more  than  six  months  ago, 
in  reference  to,  and  in  explanation  of,  a letter  I ad- 
dressed to  the  president  in  May  last. 

As  that  letter  was  transmitted  to  be  used  as  evi- 
dence against  gen.  Scott,  I considered  it  nothing 
but  an  act  of  justice  that  the  substance  of  the  other 
shouldalso  be  made  a part  ofthe  record. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  recent  letter,  of  which  1 
send  herewith  a copy,  that  I have  retracted  nothing. 
I have  only  repeated  what  I had  previously  pub- 
lished in  relation  to  an  officer  with  whom  I have 
maintained  the  most  friendly  relations  for  fifteen 
years.  It  is  due  to  myself  to  say,  that  this  letter  was 
conceived,  written  and  sent,  before  I had  any  inti- 
mation that  my  letter  to  the  president  had  been  read 
or  commented  upon,  as  it  is  reported  to  have  been 
in  the  military  court  now  sittirg.  I had  in  a con- 
versation with  a mutual  friend  some  time  since,  an- 
nounced my  intention,  if  ray  letter  of  May  last  was 
made  the  subject  of  a charge  ajainst  gen.  Scott,  to 
communicate  the  substance  of  the  publication  re- 
ferred to. 

At  the  period  of  making  tint  communication  to 
the  president,  there  was  a deep  feeling  of  distress 
and  excitement  prevailing  in  Florida.  It  was  in- 
creased by  the  publication  of  “trder  No.  48,”  Which 
I deemed  it  my  duty,  as  their  representative,  to  no- 
tice. I have  never  retracted,  ffid  never  shall,  what 
I said  in  condemnation  of  thatorder,  and  in  vindi- 
cation ofthe  people  of  Florida  against  the  denunci- 
ation contained  in  it. 

But,  belic-ving,  as  I did,  thal  the  failure  of  the 
campaign  was  owing  to  the  want  of  previous  prepa- 
rations, the  lateness  ofthe  seasop,  the  nature  ofthe 
country  which  was  the  theatre  of  operations,  and 
the  characterof  the  enemy  to  be  subdued,  I felt  my- 
self bound,  by  all  the  obligations  of  honor  and  duty, 
voluntarily  to  say  so,  which,  however,  I should  have 
been  restrained  from  saying  if  I had  then  heard  of 
the  language  of  menace  (imputed,  I hope,  without 
truth,  to  general  Scott)  before  the  court  at  Fre- 
derick. 

The  recent  events  have  proved  that  after  a year 
of  preparation  we  have  not  had  much  more  success, 
owing  to  the  same  causes,  though  the  enemy  was 
much  more  readily  found,  and  the  troops  as  efficient 
and  gallant  as  were  ever  employed  in  any  service. 
I have  greatly  misconceived  the  character  of  gen. 
Scott,  if  he  does  not,  upon  a dispassionate  review  of 
the  subject,  acquit  the  people  of  Florida  of  the 
ignominious  charges  made  against  them  in  that 
order. 


I understand  the  facts  to  be,  that  a small  band  of  | 
Indians  (their  number  at  the  time  totally  unknown)  : 
made  a sudden  incursion  into  the  heart  of  the  coun- 
try more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  their 
boundary,  in  a neighborhood  thinly  settled  and 
without  arms.  This  produced  some  alarm  and  con- 
sternation among  the  defenceless  inhabitants;  but 
before  midnight  of  the  evening  of  their  attack  on 
colonel  Gamble’s  plantation,  twenty  planters  were 
armed  with  fowling  pieces,  and  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy,  without  knowing  their  numbers  or  calcu- 
lating consequences.  JOS.  M.  WHITE. 

Washington,  Dec.  13,  1836. 

Sir:  I was  informed  for  the  first  time  to-day,  that 
my  letter  to  the  president  of  the  United  States,  of 
May  last,  had  been  communicated  to  the  court  of 
inquiry,  of  which  you  are  president,  to  be  used  as 
evidence  against  major  general  Scott,  whose  con- 
duct is  now  under  examination. 

This  places  me  in  an  attitude  that  I do  not  choose 
to  occupy — that  of  an  accuser  of  the  distinguished 
officer,  into  whose  military  operations  you  are  now 
inquiring. 

Since  the  date  of  that  letter  1 have,  in  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer,  over  my  own  name,  as  an  act  of 
justice  to  gen.  Scott,  corrected,  upon  better  infor- 
mation, the  complaints  which  I deemed  it  my  duty, 
as  the  representative  of  the  people  of  Florida,  to 
make  against  him.  I am  unwilling  that  the  first 
letter  shall  be  laid  before  the  court  without  the  se- 
cond, and  as  I have  no  copy  of  it  with  me  at  pre- 
sent, I take  this  occasion  to  say  that  I am  satisfied, 
upon  a full  and  impartial  review  of  the  facts  and 
circumstances  connected  with  the  Florida  cam- 
paign, and  upon  evidence  not  then  before  me,  that 
the  failure  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  major  general 
Scott,  nor  to  causes  which  it  was  in  his  power  to 
control  or  to  remove. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  availed  myself  of  the 
first  appropriate  occasion,  in  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, to  have  declared  this  in  my  place,  as  an  act 
of  justice  to  a distinguished  officer. 

In  saying  this,  I confine  the  corrigendum  to  his 
military  operations.  I neither  intend  to  explain 
nor  retract  any  thing  I said  of  “order  No.  48”  re- 
flecting on  the  people  of  Florida;  and  whilst  I ad- 
mit that  there  is  much  palliation  for  the  order  of  a 
major  general,  founded  on  the  reports  of  two  of  the 
highest  officers  and  most  conspicuous  citizens  of 
Florida,  I can  never  think  that  there  was  any  justi- 
fication for  the  charge,  however  it  may  have  origi- 
nated, or  by  whomsoever  avouched  or  endorsed. 

If  my  letter  has  been  laid  before  the  court,  I have 
to  request  that  you  will  present  this  for  their  con- 
sideration, in  explanation  of  the  other. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient,  ser- 
vant, JOS  M.  WHITE. 

Maj.  gen.  Alexander  Macomb,  &c. 


MR.  MUHLENBERGH’S  LETTER. 

From  the  Washington  Globe. 

The  subjoined  letter  speaks  the  language  of  a 
true  patriot.  The  cause  of  the  people  is  impregna- 
ble, so  long  as  public  men  honored  with  tteir  con- 
fidence and  favor  act  in  the  spirit  it  manifests. — 
The  lodgments  of  power  which  the  few  acquire 
over  the  many,  in  usurped,  exclusive,  and,  as  some 
are  pleased  to  call  them  “vested  rights,”  could  never 
be  attained  but  through  dissention  in  the  republi- 
can ranks;  nor  could  they  be  maintained,  when 
thus  acquired,  but  for  such  discord.  Tyrannv  all 
over  the  world  has  made  its  conquests  through  di- 
visions created  among  the  people,  by  trusted  but 
treacherous  favorites.  The  principle'laid  down  in 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Muhlenberg!)  would  save  our  coun- 
try forever  from  the  curse  which  has  fallen  on 
every  other. 

Reading,  Dec.  1,  1836. 

Col.  John  Miller. 

My  dear  sir:  I find  from  the  public  papers  that 
my  name  has  been  placed  before  the  people  as  a 
candidate  for  a seat  in  the  United  States  senate. — 
This  was  done  without  my  approbation  or  consent. 
I have  not,  however,  deemed  it  necessary  to  inter- 
fere in  the  matter  before  now,  as  the  people  have 
an  undoubted  right  to  bring  into  view  the  name  of 
any  one  they  may  deeai  proper  for  any  situation  at 
their  disposal,  leaving  to  the  person  thus  brought 
into  view  the  privilege  of  asking  to  be  excused  at 
such  time  as  he  may  think  most  expedient.  As 
the  period  is  near  at  hand  when  the  legislature 
must  select  some  one  to  fill  the  vacancy  which 
will  Occur  on  the  4th  of  March  next,  it  may  not  be 
improper,  at  the  present  time,  to  give  you  my 
views  on  the  subject. 

We  have  been  taught  the  fatal  elfetcs  of  dis- 
union by  experience,  and  should  learn  wisdom  from 
the  past.  Union  and  harmony  are,  at  this  peculiar 
crisis,  all  important,  and  great  care  should  be  taken 
to  avoid  every  tiling  which  might  distract  the  party 


or  foment  dissensions  among  its  members.  This 
is,  with  me,  the  first  consideration.  Anxious  not 
to  interfere  with  friends,  to  remove  every  cause  of 
dissension,  to  cement,  if  possible,  a firm  and  per- 
manent union  among  all  the  members  of  the  party, 
I desire  that  my  name  may  not  be  placed  in  nomi- 
nation by  any  of  my  friends,  even  if  they  should 
believe  a successful  issue  certain.  I would  only 
approve  of  a nomination  in  case  a majority  of  the 
democratic  members  ofthe  legislature  should  deem 
it  necessary  to  insure  the  choice  of  a democratic 
sen  itor.  Under  other  circumstances,  I do  not  wish 
to  be  considered  as  a candidate;  and,  if  placed  in 
nomination  contrary  to  my  wishes,  I request  that 
some  one  of  my  friends  may  withdraw  my  name. 

To  those  who  have  thought  me  worthy  to  fill  so 
distinguished  and  important  a situation,  be  pleased 
to  make  my  sincere  acknowledgments.  Their  un- 
merited partiality  and  kindness  are  deeply  felt,  and 
will  ever  be  remembered  with  profound  gratitude. 
The  best  proof  of  this  that  I can  give,  will  be  my 
unremitted  exertion  to  promote  the  general  good 
and  the  real  interests  of  the  democratic  party, 
(upon  whose  ascendancy  the  public  interest  is  be- 
lieved to  depend),  and  :•  cheerful  sacrifice  of  every 
thing  that  may  be  selfish  and  personal.  To  this  I 
pledge  myself.  Very  truly,  your  friend, 

HENRY  A.  MUHLENBERGH. 


ADDRESS  OF  GOVERNOR  McDUFFIE, 
Delivered  before  the  legislature  of  South  Carolina, 
December  12,  1836. 

Fellow  citizens:  As  but  a few  moments  will 
elapse  before  I shall  retire,  in  all  human  probability, 
forever,  from  the  stage  upon  which  I have  so  long 
acted  in  the  service  of  South  Carolina,  I cannot 
permit  the  occasion  to  pass  without  attempting  to 
give  some  feeble  utterance  to  the  emotions  it  has 
irrepressibly  excited  in  my  bosom.  In  what  man- 
lier I have  acted  the  part  which  has  been  assigned 
to  me  in  the  great  drama  of  public  affairs,  and  in 
some  of  the  most  eventful  scenes  of  that  drama,  it 
is  not  my  province  to  determine. 

It  is  all  that  I can  desire,  and  more  than  1 can 
hope,  that  the  favorable  opinion  for  which  I am  now 
indebted  to  the  partiality  and  kindness  of  my  fellow 
citizens,  may  be  ratified  by  the  more  stern  and  im- 
partial judgment  which  posterity  will  pronounce 
upon  my  character  and  conduct  One  thing  I may 
be  permitted  to  say,  I trust  without  arrogance,  that 
in  all  the  stations  to  which  I have  been  summoned 
— in  all  the  exciting  and  engrossing  scenes  in  which 
I have  been  called  upon  to  act — and  amidst  all  those 
allurements  which  habitually  beset  the  path  of 
a public  man — in  no  solitary  instance  has  any  sel- 
fish purpose  of  interest  or  ambition  operated  for 
one  single  moment  to  break  the  intensity  and  sin- 
gleness of  my  devotion  to  the  interests,  the  honor, 
and  the  glory  of  South  Carolina.  In  the  self-de- 
voting idolatry  of  my  heart,  South  Carolina  has  had 
no  rival. 

But  whilst  I claim  to  have  brought  these  unde- 
filed, but  humble  offerings  to  her  altar,  I am  at  the 
same  time  deeply  sensible  that  all  these,  and  ten 
times  more,  would  be  but  a poor  and  inadequate  re- 
turn for  the  manifold  proofs  of  her  generous  and 
unfailing  confidence,  by  which  I have  been  uniform- 
ly sustained  in  all  the  trials  and  in  all  the  vicissi- 
tudes through  which  it  has  been  my  fortune  to  pass. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  exclusiveness  of  my 
devotion;  and  whatever  estimate  partiality  may  have 
placed  upon  my  services,  I still  owe  her  a debt  of 
eternal  gratitude,  the  record  of  which  is  deeply  in- 
scribed on  my  heart,  and  which  neither  time  nor 
change,  nor  chance,  shall  ever  obliterate.  Wher- 
ever I may  go;  into  whatever  distant  region  of  the 
earth  my  destiny  may  carry  me — my  heart  will  be 
with  you,  and  my  prayers  will  be  directed,  with  an 
unerring  polarity,  to  the  home  of  my  affections,  and 
tilt  land  of  my  allegiance.  And  if — which  may 
hejiven  forbid— it  should  so  happen,  that  in  the  ra- 
pid, progress  of  those  inauspicious  events  which  are 
even  now  casting  their  ill-boding  shadows  before 
thein,  South  Carolina  should  be  constrained  tosum- 
moi  all  her  chivalry  to  the  defence  of  her  household 
godi  and  domestic  altars;  yielding  a prompt  obedi- 
ence to  the  sacred  call,  I will  fly  to  her  glorious 
Stanford  “swift  as  the  tempest  travels  o’er  tlie  waste 
of  mighty  waters,”  prepared  and  resolved,  in  com- 
mon yvith  every  true  and  patriotic  son  of  her’s,  to 
defenl  and  preserve  her  institutions  and  liberties, 
or  polish  in  their  ruins. 

Anil  now  sir,  (to  the  governor  elect),  it  remains 
that  Isurrender  into  your  charge  the  ensigns  of  the 
high  tfust,  to  which  you  have  been  summoned.  I 
trust,  sir,  you  receive  them  untarnished  from  my 
hands, -i-I  am  sure  you  will  transmit  them  untar- 
nished Ip  the  hands  of  your  successor. 

FelloV  citizens,  with'my  most  ardent  and  devout 
prayers  for  your  prosperity,  individually  and  col- 
lectively, I bid  you  farewell. 
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SOUTH  CAROLINA— TEXAS. 

Mr.  Hamilton  submitted  ,to  the  senate  of  South 
Carolina  the  following  report: 

The  committee  of  federal  relations  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  governor’s  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  relations  of  this  country  with  Mexico 
and  Texas,  and  to  whom  likewise  was  referred  the 
report  of  the  house  of  representatives  on  the  same 
subject,  sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence,  beg  leave 
to  report: 

That  they  have  approached  the  discussion  of  the 
subject  comprehended  in  these  two  papers,  with  a 
profound  sense  of  its  momentous  importance,  and 
of  the  highly  delicate  and  interesting  considerations 
necessarily  involved  in  the  issue  of  the  pending 
struggle  between  Mexico  and  Texas. 

Your  committee  are  quite  willing,  and  they  be- 
lieve the  senate  would  desire,  to  record  their  entire 
concurrence  in  the  wishes  so  emphatically  express- 
ed by  the  governor  for  the  preservation  of  the  neu- 
trality of  our  government  in  the  subsisting  contest 
between  these  two  powers.  His  excellency’s  views 
embrace  principles  as  clearly  in  conformity  with  the 
maxims  of  international  law,  as  they  are  with  the 
lessons  of  sound  policy  and  justice.  Our  govern- 
ment should  certainly  maintain  all  those  relations 
towards  Mexico  which  are  at  once  sanctified  by  the 
faith  of  existing  treaties,  and  the  usages  of  civilized 
nations  in  amity  with  each  other.  Nor  does  your 
committee  believe  that  there  is  the  slightest  reason  to 
apprehend  that  the  independence  of  Texas  will  be 
recognized  by  our  government  until  she  has  vindi- 
cated her  claim  to  such  recognition,  by  a victorious 
possession  of  the  country,  and  by  establishing  a 
government  de  facto,  clothed  with  all  the  attributes  of 
sovereignty  and  independence.*  When  this  event 
shall  occur,  this  question,  as  well  as  that  of  volun- 
tary admission  into  this  union,  may  be  safely  con- 
fided to  the  only  constitutional  tribunal  to  which  it 
properly  belongs,  th?  congress  of  the  United  States; 
and  in  the  deliberatons  necessarily  involved  in  this 
subject  before  that  body,  your  committee  have  no 
reason  to  believe  that  the  delegation  from  South 
Carolina  will  not  discharge,  in  a" manner  eminently 
satisfactory  to  their  constituents,  their  duty  to  their 
country,  and  to  that  portion  of  this  confederacy 
having  the  deepest  and  most  abiding  interests  in  the 
question.  t 

Here  your  committee  would  willingly  leave  this 
subject, 'under  a painful  reluctance  they  cherish  to 
take  any  course  winch  might  seem  to  indicate  a dif- 
ference of  opinion,  betwepn  our  late  executive  and 
this  body,  who  has  just  retired  from  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  anotfice  which  have  served  only  to 
confirm  his  high  and  irrevocable  claims  to  the  gra- 
titude and  confidence  of  his  country.  But  the  dis- 
cussion has  been  farced  on  your  committee  by  the 
report  of  the  house  of  representatives  transmitted 
for  our  concurrence,  which  seems  to  alford  an  une- 
quivocal sanction  to  the  sentiments  which  our  late 
governor  seems  to  entertain  of  the  respective  claims 
of  the  contending  parties  to  our  sympathy  and  re- 
gard. 

In  expressing  '.his  dissent  from  the  opinions  of 
our  late  executive,  we  are  prepared  to  do  justice  to 
the  exalted  motives  of  patriotism  which  have  influ- 
enced views  which  we  may  deem  to  be  erroneous. 

Your  committee  are  constrained  to  say  that  on 
this  topic,  to  differ  with  him  on  the  declaration  that 
both  Mexico  atd  Texas  are  equally  entitled  to  our 
sympathy,  which  is  precisely  tantamount  to  the 
proposition  thatneither  can  invoke  any  such  a feel- 
ing, for  it  will  be  scarcely  pretended  that  Mexico, 
in  her  career  of  violated  faith  and  stupendous  atro- 
city can  put  in  any  such  a claim.  Upon  a simple 
statement  of  facts,  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether 
Texas  has  a just  pretension  to  challenge  any  interest 
on  our  part  in  her  present  struggle. 

The  cause  of  Texas  is  identical  with  the  cause 
which  severed  the  colonies  of  North  America  from 
the  parent  country. 

It  is  a radical  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  revolu- 
tion in  Texas  was  commenced  by  a band  of  mere 
adventurers,  unsustained  by  a resident  population 
in  possession,  by  a legal  title,  of  chartered  rights 
and  a portion  of  the  property  of  the  county.  The 
truth  is,  that  at  an  early  period  after  the  acquisi- 
tion of  Louisiana,  when  Spain  exercised  scarcely 
any  jurisdiction,  civil  or  military,  over  this  vast 
territory,  the  hardy  emigrants  of  our  western  fron- 
tier pushed  their  enterprise  into  these  solitudes,  and 
commenced  settlements  which  have  since  become 
the  most  flourishing  portions  of  the  country.  These 
infant  settlements  gardually  increased  and  became 
prosperous;  and  in  the  struggle  between  Spain  and 
her  provinces,  Texas  rendered  the  most  essential 
services  to  the  common  cause  of  liberty  and  right. 

Immediately  after  the  termination  of  the  struggle 
by  which  Spain  lost  her  colonies  on  our  comment, 
the  actual  settlers  in  Texas  obtained  guaranties  and 
charters  for  the  encouragement  of  emigration  and 


settlement,  which  allured  an  enterprising  portion  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  within  her  limits, 
under  the  faith  of  the  most  solemn  compacts.  These 
were  violated  without  a color  of  justice,  under  a 
despotic  jealousy  of  the  growing  importance  of  Tex- 
as, and  in  the  most  flagrant  manner;  and  it  was  not 
until  the  confederacy  of  the  provinces  was  flagi- 
tiously overthrown  by  the  substitution  of  a consoli- 
dated central  despotism,  that  Texas  resisted,  and 
even  her  resistance  was  not  commenced  until  she 
had  exhausted  every  resource  of  supplication  and 
remonstrance.  Her  resistance  rested  like  that  of  the 
former  colonies  which  now  lorm  these  independent 
states,  on  a violation  of  chartered  rights  and  consti- 
tutional guaranties;  and  if  in  a cause  so  just  and 
holy,  many  of  the  gallant  spirits  of  our  own  country 
have  hastened  to  ner  standard,  it  neither  weakens 
the  justice  of  her  cause,  or  the  force  of  those  public 
principles  which  justify  her  resistance. 

Since  the  invasion  of  Texas  events  have  super- 
vened which  are  well  calculated  to  augment  the 
sympathy  which  our  people  may  have  felt,  even  in 
the  abstract  right  involved  in  the  contest.  We  need 
not  refer  to  the  infamous  and  flagitious  barbarity 
of  her  invaders  when,  flushed  with  a temporary 
success,  they  were  able  lo  perpetrate  the  most  attro- 
cious  violation  of  the  rights  and  usages  of  civilized 
warfare.  If  these  for  a time  were  calculated  to 
challenge  ’the  deep  concern  and  commiseration  of 
our  countrymen  for  a people  suffering  under  every 
extremity  of  human  misery  and  desolation,  when  the 
tide  of  war  turned,  and  its  current  was  rolled  back 
with  tremendous  force;  when  a victory  the  most 
splendid,  of  which  the  annals  of  modern  times  af- 
ford scarcely  a parallel,  was  followed  by  a humanity 
and  moderation  unequally  exampled,  it  is  quite  natu- 
ral to  suppose  that  this  sympathy  on  the  part  of  our 
people  would  be  largely  increased  by  the  admira- 
tion they  would  feel  towards  a handful  of  brave 
men  who  had  vindicated  their  claim  to  an  empire 
bv  the  rights  of  war,  and  by  the  glorious  attributes 
of  mercy  and  Christian  civilization.  To  check  this 
current  of  confraternity  and  feeling  would  be  trea- 
son against  our  common  nature  and  that  moral  sen- 
timent upon  which  the  preservation  of  our  own  liber- 
ties must  rest. 

The  sequel  of  this  deeply  interesting  drama  must 
be  left  to  the  dispensations  of  a wise  Providence 
whom  we  are  taught  to  believe  orders  every  thing 
for  the  best.  There  may  be  those  who  suppose  that 
it  will  be  neither  the  policy  of  the  United  States  to 
recognise  the  independence  of  Texas,  or  admit  her 
into  the  union.  We  do  not  desire  to  anticipate  the 
vast  considerations  which  enter  into  this  subject. 
To  such  persons  it  might  be  said  that,  although  both 
of  these  privileges  might  be  denied,  yet  we  cannot 
strike  Texas  from  the  map  of  the  physical  globe,  or 
from  her  territorial  location.  There"  she  stands  as 
our  neighbor,  for  good  or  for  evil,  touchingourfron- 
tier  at  a point  of  intimate  community  with  our  most 
sensitive  interests,  and  alluring,  by  her  immense 
and  boundless  fertility  of  soil,  a stream  of  emigra- 
tion w’hich  is  destined  to  make  her  a great  state  in 
our  confederacy, ora  powerful  separate  empire. 

Nor  is  it  to  be  concealed  that  the  interest  which 
our  people  feel  in  her  future  destiny  is  in  no  small 
degree  augmented  by  her  having  not  only  domestic 
institutions  analogous  to  our  own,  but  from  the  fact 
that  she  has  already  been  threatened  with  the  hos- 
tility of  Great  Britain  and  the  opposition  of  some  of 
the  free  states  of  our  own  union,  by  reason  of  these 
very  institutions  which  have  been  engrafted  in  her 
new  constitution  as  a part  of  the  fundamental  law 
of  the  land. 

If  these  events  admonish  us  of  the  necessity  of 
maintaining  a strict  neutrality  between  the  contend- 
ing parties,  they  likewise  teach  us  the  no  less  im- 
portant duty  of  looking  well  to  our  own  interests:  of 
husbanding  the  good  will  and  nourishing  the  sym- 
pathy of  those  who  may  be  in  alliance  "with  us  on 
the  vast  and  momentous  relations  of  property,  and 
social  and  political  organization,  which  may  be  de- 
stined to  be  touched  by  the  hand  of  ruthless  ambi- 
tion, not  the  less  desolating  and  destructive,  because 
guided  by  the  madness  of  a blind  and  pernicious 
fanaticism. 

Your  committee  in  conclusion  recommend  that 
the  report  of  the  house  of  representatives  be  not 
concurred  in,  and  that  this  reportbe  sent  to  that  body 
respectfully  asking  for  their  concurrence. 

[The  above  report  was  adopted  in  the  senate  by 
nearly  a unanimous  vote.] 


UNITED  STATES  AND  TEXAS. 

The  following  message  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States  was  transmitted  to  both  houses  of 
congress  on  the  22d  instant. 

To  the  house  o f representatives  of  the  United  States: 
During  the  last  session  information  was  given  to 
congress,  by  the  executive,  that  measures  tfad  been 


taken  to  ascertain  “the  political,  military  and  civil 
condition  of  Texas.”  1 now  submit  for  your  con- 
sideration, extracts  fron  the  report  of  the  agent, 
who  had  been  appointed  to  collect  it,  relative  to 
the  condition  of  that  couitrv. 

No  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  executive 
towards  the  acknowledgnent  of  the  independence 
of  Texas;  and  the  whole  subject  would  have  been 
left  without  further  renark,  on  the  information 
now  given  to  congress,  were  it  not  that  the  two 
houses,  at  their  last  session,  acting  separately,  pass- 
ed resolutions  “that  the  independence  of  Texas 
ought  to  be  acknowledged  by  the  United  States, 
whenever  satisfactory  information  should  be  receiv- 
ed that  it  had  in  successful  operation  a civil  go- 
vernment capable  of  performing  the  duties  and  ful- 
filling the  obligations  of  an  independent  power.” — 
This  mark  of  interest  in  the  question  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  Texas,  and  incication  of  the  views  of 
congress,  make  it  proper  tint  I should  somewhat  in 
detail,  present  the  considerations  that  have  govern- 
ed the  executive  in  continuing  to  occupy  the  ground 
previously  taken  in  the  contest  between  Mexico 
and  Texas. 

The  acknowledgment  of  i new  state  as  indepen- 
dent, and  entitled  to  a plac;  in  the  family  of  na- 
tions, is  at  all  times  an  act  o' great  delicacy  and  re- 
sponsibility; but  more  especially  so,  when  such  a 
state  has  forcibly  separated  itself  from  another,  of 
which  it  had  formed  an  integral  part,  and  which 
still  claims  dominion  over  it  A premature  recog- 
nition, under  these  circumstances,  if  not  looked 
upon  as  justifiable  cause  of  var,  is  always  liable  to 
be  regarded  as  a proof  of  an  unfriendly  spirit  to  one 
of  the  contending  parties.  All  questions  relative 
to  the  government  of  foreign  nations,  whether  of 
the  old  or  new  world,  have  been  treated  by  the  U. 
States  as  questions  of  fact  only,  and  our  predeces- 
sors have  cautiously  abstained  from  deciding  upon 
them,  until  the  clearest  evidence  was  in  their  pos- 
session, to  enable  them  not  only  to  decide  correct- 
ly, but  to  shield  their  decisions  from  every  unwor- 
thy imputation.  Ia  all  the  contests  that  have 
arisen  out  of  the  revolutions  of  France,  out  of  the 
disputes  relating  to  the  crowns  of  Portugal  and 
Spain,  out  of  the  separation  of  the  American  pos- 
sessions of  both  from  the  European  governments, 
and  out  of  the  numerous  and  constantly  occurring 
struggles  for  dominion  in  Spanish  America,  so 
wisely  consistent  with  our  just  principles  has  been 
the  action  of  our  government,  that  we  have,  under 
the  most  critical  circumstances,  avoided  all  cen- 
sure, and  encountered  no  other  evil  than  that  prn_ 
duced  by  a transient  estrangement  of  good  will  in 
those  against  whom  we  have  been,  by  force  of 
evidence,  compelled  to  decide. 

It  has  thus  made  known  to  the  world  that  the 
uniform  policy  and  practice  of  the  United  States  is, 
to  avoid  all  interference  in  disputes,  which  merely 
relate  to  the  internal  government  of  other  nations, 
and  eventually  to  recognize  the  authority  of  the 
prevailing  party,  witlout  reference  to  our  particu- 
lar interests  and  views,  or  to  the  merits  of  the 
original  controversy.  Public  opinion  here  is  so 
firmly  established  anl  well  understood  in  favor  of 
this  policy,  that  no  serious  disagreement  has  ever 
arisen  among  ourselves  in  relation  to  it,  although 
brought  under  view  in  a variety  of  forms,  and  at 
periods  when  the  mines  of  the  people  were  greatly 
excited  by  the  agitaticn  of  topics  purely  domestic 
in  their  character.  Nor  has  any  deliberate  inquiry 
ever  been  instituted  ii  congress,  or  in  any  of  our 
legislative  bodies,  as  to  whom  belonged  the  power 
of  originally  recognizing  a new  state;  a power,  the 
exercise  of  which  is  -quivalent,  under  some  cir- 
cumstances, to  a declaration  of  war;  a power  no 
where  expressly  delegated,  and  only  granted  in  the 
constitution  as  it  is  necessarily  involved  in  some  of 
the  great  powers  given  to  congress;  in  that  given 
to  the  president  and  senate  to  form  treaties  with 
foreign  powers,  and  to  appoint  ambassadors  and 
other  public  ministers;  and  in  that  conferred  upon 
the  president  to  receive  ministers  from  foreign  na- 
tions. 

In  the  preamble  to  the  resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  it  is  distinctly  intimated,  that  the 
expediency  of  recognziing  the  independence  of 
Texas  should  be  left  to  the  decision  of  congress.— 
In  this  view,  on  the  ground  of  expediency,  I am 
diposed  to  concur;  and  do  not,  therefore  consider  it 
necessary  to  express  any  opinion  as  to  the  strict 
constitutional  right  of  the  executive,  either  apart 
from,  or  in  conjunction  with  the  senate,  over  the 
subject.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  on  no  future  oc- 
casion will  a dispute  arise,  as  none  has  heretofore 
occurred,  between  the  executive  and  legislature  in 
the  exercise  of  the  power  of  recognition.  It  will 
always  be  considered  consistent  with  the  spirit  of 
the  constitution,  and  most  safe,  that  it  should  be 
exercised  when  probably  leading  to  war,  with  a 
previous  understanding  with  that  body  by  whom 
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war  can  alone  be  declared,  and  by  whom  all  the 
provisions  for  sustaining  its  perils  must  be  furnish- 
ed. Its  submission  to  congress,  which  represents 
in  one  of  its  branches  tie  states  of  this  union,  and 
in  the  other  the  people  of  the  United  States,  where 
there  may  be  reasonable  grounds  to  apprehend  so 
grave  a consequence,  would  certainly  afford  the 
fullest  satisfaction  to  orr  own  country,  and  a per- 
fect guaranty  to  all  oth<r  nations,  of  the  justice  and 
prudence  of  the  measures  which  might  be  adopted. 

In  making  these  suggestions,  it  is  not  my  pur- 
pose to  relieve  myself  from  the  responsibility  of 
expressing  my  own  opinions  of  the  course  the  in- 
terests of  our  country  prescribe,  and  its  honor 
permits  us  to  follow. 

It  is  scarcely  to  be  imagined  that  a question  of 
this  character  could  be  presented  in  relation  to 
which  it  would  be  more  difficult  for  the  United 
States  to  avoid  exciting  the  suspicion  and  jealousy 
of  other  powers  and  maintain  their  established  cha- 
racter for  fair  and  impartial  dealing;  but  on  this,  as 
on  every  other  trying  occasion,  safety  is  to  be  found 
in  a rigid  adherence  to  principle. 

In  tne  contest  between  Spain  and  her  revolted 
colonies,  we  stood  abof,  and  waited  not  only  until 
the  ability  of  the  new  states  to  protect  themselves 
was  fully  established,  but  until  the  danger  of  their 
being  again  subjugated  had  entirely  passed  away. 
Then,  and  not  until  then,  were  they  recognized. — 
Such  was  our  courst  in  regard  to  Mexico  herself. 
The  same  policy  was  observed  in  all  the  disputes 
growing  out  of  the  feparation  into  distinct  govern- 
ments of  those  Spanish  American  states,  who  began 
or  carried  on  the  contest  with  the  parent  country, 
united  under  one  form  of  government.  We  ac- 
knowledged the  separate  independence  of  New 
Granada,  of  Venezuela,  and  of  Ecuador,  only  after 
their  independent  existence  was  no  longer  a sub- 
ject of  dispute,  or  was  actually  acquiesced  in  by 
those  with  whom  they  had  been  previously  united. 
It  is  true  that,  with  regard  to  Texas,  the  civil  au- 
thority of  Mexico  has  been  expelled,  its  invadin'; 
army  defeated,  the  chief  of  the  republic  himself 
captured,  and  all  present  pewer  to  control  the  new- 
ly organized  government  of  Texas  annihilated 
within  its  confines.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  there 

is,  in  appearance  at  least,  an  immense  disparity  of 
physical  force  on  the  side  of  Mexico.  The  Mexi- 
can republic,  under  another  executive,  is  rallying 
its  forces  under  a new  leader,  and  menacing  a 
fresh  invasion  to  recover  its  lost  dominion. 

Upon  the  issue  of  this  threatened  invasion,  the 
independence  of  Texas  may  be  considered  as  sus- 
pended; and  were  there  nothing  peculiar  in  the 
relative  situation  of  the  United  States  and  Texas, 
our  acknowledgment  of  its  independence  at  such  a 
crisis  could  scarcely  be  regarded  as  consistent  with 
that  prudent  reserve  with  which  we  have  hereto- 
fore held  ourselves  bound  to  treat  all  similar  ques- 
tions. But  there  are  circumstances  in  the  relations 
of  the  countries  which  require  u-s  to  act,  on  this  oc- 
casion, with  even  more  than  our  wonted  caution. 
Texas  was  once  claimed  ss  a part  of  our  property; 
and  there  are  those  among  our  citizens  who,  al- 
ways reluctant  to  abandoi  that  claim,  cannot  but 
regard  with  solicitude  the  prospect  of  the  reunion 
of  the  territory  to  this  country.  A large  propor- 
tion of  its  civilized  inhabitants  are  emigrants  from 
the  United  States,  speak  the  same  language  with 
ourselves,  cherish  the  same  principles,  political  and 
religious,  and  are  bound  to  many  of  our  citizens  by 
ties  of  friendship  and  kindred  blood;  and  more  than 
all,  it  is  known  that  the  people  of  that  country 
have  instituted  the  same  form  of  government  with 
our  own,  and  have,  since  the  close  of  your  last  ses- 
sion, openly  resolved,  on  the  acknowledgment  by 
us  of  their  independence,  to  seek  for  admission  into 
the  union  as  one  of  the  federal  states.  This  last 
circumstance  is  a matter  j>f  peculiar  delicacy,  and 
forces  upon  us  considerations  of  the  gravest  charac- 
ter. The  title  of  Texas  to  the  territory  she  claims 
is  identified  with  her  independence.  She  asks  us 
to  acknowledge  that  title  to  the  territory,  with  an 
avowed  design  to  treat  immediately  of  its  transfer 
to  the  United  States.  It  becomes  us  to  beware  of 
a too  early  movement,  as  it  might  subject  us,  how- 
ever unjustly,  to  the  imputation  of  seeking  to  es- 
tablish the  claims  of  our  neighbors  to  a territory, 
with  a view  to  its  subsequent  acquisition  by  our- 
selves. Prudence,  therefore,  seems  to  dictate  that 
we  should  still  stand  aloof,  and  maintain  our  pre- 
sent attitude,  if  not  until  Mexico  itself,  or  one  of 
the  great  foreign  powers,  shall  recognize  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  new  government,  at  least  until  the 
lapse  of  time  or  the  course  of  events  shall  have 
proved,  beyond  caval  or  dispute,  the  ability  of  the 
people  of  that  country  to  maintain  their  separate 
sovereignty,  and  to  uphold  the  government  consti- 
tuted by  them.  Neither  of  the  contending  parties 
can  justly  complain  of  this  course.  By  pursuing 

it,  we  are  but  carrying  out  the  long  established  po- 


licy of  our  government — a policy  which  has  secur- 
ed to  us  respect  and  influence  abroad,  and  inspired 
confidence  at  home, 

Having  thus  discharged  my  duty,  by  presenting, 
with  simplicity  and  directness,  the  views  which, 
after  much  reflection,  I have  been  led  to  take  of 
this  important  subject,  I have  only  to  add  the  ex- 
pression of  my  confidence,  that  if  congress  shall 
differ  with  me  upon  it,  their  judgment  will  be  the 
result  of  dispassionate,  prudent  and  wise  delibera- 
tion; with  the  assurance  that,  during  the  short  time 
I shall  continue  connected  with  the  government,  I 
shall  promptly  and  cordially  unite  with  you  in  such 
measures  as  may  be  deemed  best  fitted  to  increase 
the  prosperity  and  perpetuate  the  peace  of  our  fa- 
vored country.  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Washington,  Dec.  21,  1836. 


TWENTY-FOURTH  CONGRESS, 

SECOND  SESSION SENATE. 

December  26.  The  chair  presented  a communi- 
cation from  the  treasury  department,  with  a state- 
ment of  the  discounts,  deposites,  specie  and  circu- 
lation of  the  several  deposite  banks; 

Also,  from  the  war  department,  with  the  report 
of  the  commissioner  of  pensions,  in  compliance 
with  the  act  of  1830. 

Both  these  documents  were  referred,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  chair  also  presented  the  annual  report  of  the 
commissioner  of  public  buildings,  showing  the 
manner  in  which  the  appropriations  for  the  public 
buildings  had  been  applied. 

A number  of  petitions  were  presented  and  refer- 
red; after  which,  Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  committee 
on  the  judiciary,  reported  a bill  referred  to  them, 
entitled,  an  act,  in  addition  to  an  act  to  amend  the 
judiciary  system  of  the  United  States,  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  read — also,  several  other 
bills,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
the  bill  referred  to  them , to  extend  certain  provisions 
of  the  deposite  act,  and  gave  notice  that,  when  it 
should  come  up,  he  should  move  for  its  indefinite 
postponement. 

A number  of  bills  were  reported  by  Mr.  Hubbard, 
from  the  committee  on  revolutionary  pensions,  which 
were  read  and  ordered  to  a second  reading. 

Mr.  Hendricks,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  autho- 
rising the  purchase  by  the  United  States  of  the  pri- 
vate stock  in  the  Louisville  and  Portland  canal. — 
Read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  autho- 
rising the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  compromise 
the  claim  of  the  United  States  on  the  Allegany  bank 
of  Pennsylvania.  Read  twice,  and  referred. 

Several  gentlemen  gave  notice  of  their  intention 
to  introduce  bills,  wdiich  will  be  noticed  in  their 
progress. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered: 

By  Mr.  Calhoun: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  the  senate,  as  early  as  practica- 
ble after  the  first  of  January  next,  the  amount  of 
the  exports  for  the  year  ending  the  31st  instant,  as- 
certained and  estimated,  and  distinguishing  between 
the  domestic  and  foreign,  and  the  portion  of  the  lat- 
ter that  is  free  and  dutiable;  the  amount  of  the  im- 
ports for  the  same  period,  estimated  and  ascertained, 
distinguishing  in  like  manner  the  free  and  dutiable; 
the  amount  of  duties  accrued  in  the  same  period, 
ascertained  and  estimated,  stating  the  portion  paid 
into  the  treasury  during  the  year,  and  the  amount 
outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year;  also,  the  amount 
of  money  that  will  be  received  in  the  year  from  the 
sales  of  lands,  ascertained  and  estimated,  distin- 
guishing the  receipts  of  each  quarter;  and,  also,  the 
amount  of  public  money  in  the  treasury  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  ascertained  and  estimated,  and  distin- 
guishing what  stands  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer 
from  what  stands  to  that  of  the  disbursing  officers. 

By  Mr.  Hendricks: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a port  of  entry  or  delivery  at  Michigan  city. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
an  additional  appropriation  for  the  construction  of 
a breakwater  at  Michigan  city. 

December  27.  The  following  message,  in  writing, 
accompanied  by  documents,  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 

of  the  United  States  of  America: 

By  the  second  section  of  the  act  “to  establish  the 
northern  boundary  line  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  to 
provide  for  the  admission  of  the  state  of  Michigan 
into  the  union,  upon  the  conditions  therein  express- 
ed,” approved  June  15,  1836,  the  constitution  and 
state  government  which  the  people  of  Michigan 
had  formed  for  themselves  was  ratified  and  con- 


firmed, and  the  slate  of  Michigan  declared  to  be 
one  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  ad- 
mitted into  the  union,  upon  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  states;  but  on  the  express  condition 
that  said  state  should  consist  of,  and  have  jurisdic- 
tion over,  ail  the  territory  included  within  certain 
boundaries  described  in  the  act,  and  over  none  other. 
It  was  further  enacted,  by  the  third  section  of  the 
same  law,  that,  as  a compliance  with  the  fundameu- 
tal  condition  of  admission,  the  boundaries  of  the 
state  of  Michigan,  as  thus  described,  declared  and 
established,  should  receive  the  assent  of  a conven- 
tion of  delegates,  elected  by  the  people  of  said 
state,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  the  assent 
therein  required;  that,  as  soon  as  such  assent  should 
be  given,  the  president  of  the  United  States  should 
announce  the  same  by  proclamation;  and  that,  there- 
upon, and  without  any  further  proceeding  on  the 
part  of  congress,  the  admission  of  the  state  into  the 
union,  as  one  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
should  be  considered  as  complete,  and  the  senators 
and  representatives  in  the  congress  of  the  United 
States  entitled  to  take  their  seats  without  further 
delay. 

In  the  month  of  November  last,  I received  a com- 
munication, enclosing  the  official  proceedings  of  a 
convention,  assembled  at  Ann  Arbour,  in  Michigan, 
on  the  26th  of  September,  1S36;  all  which  (marked 
A)  are  herewith  laid  before  you.  It  will  be  seen 
by  these  papers  that  the  convention  there  referred 
to  was  elected  by  the  people  of  Michigan,  pursuant 
to  an  act  of  the  state  legislature,  passed  on’the  25th 
of  July  last,  in  consequence  of  the  above  mentioned 
act  of  congress,  and  that  it  declined  giving  its  assent 
to  the  fundamental  condition  piescribed  by  congress, 
and  rejected  the  same. 

On  the  24th  distant,  the  accompanying  paper 
marked  B,  with  its  enclosure,  containing  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a convention  of  delegates  subsequently 
elected,  and  held  in  the  state  of  Michigan,  w as  pre- 
sented to  me.  By  these  papers,  which  are  also 
herewith  submitted  for  your  consideration,  it  appears 
that  elections  were  held  in  all  the  counties  of  the 
state  except  two,  on  the  5th  and  6th  days  of  De- 
cember, instant,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a con- 
vention of  delegates  to  give  the  assent  required  by- 
congress;  that  the  delegates  then  elected  assembled, 
in  convention  on  the  14th  day  of  December,  instant; 
and  that,  on  the  following  day,  the  asser^  of  the  body 
to  the  fundamental  condition  above  stated  was  for- 
mally given. 

This  latter  convention  was  net  held  or  elected  by 
virtue  of  any  act  of  the  territorial  or  state  legisla- 
lature;  it  originated  from  the  people  themselves, 
and  was  chosen  by  them,  in  pursuance  of  resolu- 
tions adopted  in  primary  assemblies,  held  in  the  re- 
spective counties.  The  act  of  congress,  however, 
does  not  prescribe  by  what  authority  the  conven- 
tion shall  be  ordered,  or  the  time  when,  or  the  man- 
ner in  which,  it  shall  be  chosen.  Had  these  latter 
proceedings  come  to  me  during  the  recess  of  con- 
gress, I should  therefore  have  felt  it  my  duty,  on 
being  satisfied  that  they  emanated  from  a convention 
of  delegates  elected,  in  point  of  fact,  by  the  people 
of  the  state,  for  the  purpose  required,  to  have  issued 
my  proclamation  thereon,  as  provided  by  law. — 
But  as  the  authority  conferred  on  the  president  was 
evidently  given  him  under  the  expectation  that  the 
assent  of  tne  convention  might  te  laid  before  him 
during  the  recess  of  congress,  and  to  avoid  the  delay 
of  a postponement  until  the  meeting1  of  that  body, 
and  as  the  circumstances  which  now  attend  the  case 
are  in  other  respects  peculiar,  andsuch  as  could  not 
have  been  foreseen  when  the  act  of  June  15,  1S36, 
was  passed,  I deem  it  most  agreeable  to  the  intent 
of  that  law,  and  proper  for  other  reasons,  that  the 
whole  subject  should  be  submitted  to  the  decision  of 
congress.  The  importance  of  your  early  action 
upon  it  is  too  obvious  to  need  remark. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Washington,  December  26,  IS36. 

Mr.  Grundy  moved  that  the  message  and  docu- 
ments be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Benton  remarked  that,  as  the  president  hn'l 
given  his  opinion  that  Michigan  had  complied  with 
the  requisite  terms  of  admission,  and  as  he  had 
Said  that  he  should  have  issued  his  proclamation 
accordingly,  had  the  information  arrived  during  the 
recess  of  congress,  he  (Mr.  B.)  regarded  the  pro- 
posed  reference  as  a mere  matter  of  form,  and 
would  prefer  that  a joint  resolution  of  admission 
should  forthwith  be  passed  by  both  houses. 

Mr.  Grundy  said  he  would  still  prefer  the  course 
which  he  had  suggested,  and,  on  this  account — that 
the  first  convention  had  not  assented  to  the  terms 
of  admission;  but  another  convention  had  decided 
to  accede  to  the  proposition  made  by  the  congress 
of  the  United  States.  The  great  inquiry  now  was, 
are  the  proceedings  in  accordance  with  the  act  of 
admission?  The  decision  of  which  question  de- 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— DEC.  31,  1836— CONGRESS. 


279 


pends  on  information  which  ought  to  be  ascertained 
before  the  actual  admission,  though  the  president 
had  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  all  was  right,  and,  if 
the  information  had  come  durin"  the  recess,  he 
would  have  acted  accordingly.  Mr.  G.  had  no  de- 
sign to  produce  any  delay  by  a reference  to  a com- 
mittee. He  should  not  withdraw  his  motion,  and 
he  hoped  the  senator  would  withdraw  his  opposi- 
tion. 

Mr.  Benlon  said  that,  as  the  committee  might 
draw  up  a joint  resolution  for  admission  to-day,  he 
should  not  oppose  the  reference. 

The  message  was  also  accompanied  with  a re- 
port from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  senate  resolution  of  the  19th  instant, 
in  relation  to  the  unexpended  balances  remaining 
in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of  January,  1836. 

The  chair  presented  a communication  from  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  compliance  with  a se- 
nate resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Webster,  relating  to 
the  transfers,  &c.  of  the  public  money,  since  the 
21st  of  June  last.  Referred,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Tomlinson  presented  the  petition  of  a large 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Norwich,  in  Connecti- 
cut, praying  for  a total  repeal  of  the  duty  on  foreign 
coal;  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
manufactures,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Several  other  gentlemen  presented  petitions  and 
memorials  which  were  referred. 

Among  the  bills  introduced  were  the  following: 

By  Mr.  Southard.  A bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  the  late  Henry  .Eckford.  A bill  to  estab- 
lish a naval  asylum.  A bill  for  the  relief  of  com- 
modore Isaac  Hull.  A bill  to  establish  and  regu- 
late navy  rations,  and  for  other  purposes.  A bill 
to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  officers  of  the  marine 
corps.  A bill  for  the  erection  of  a dry  dock  at 
Pensacola.  A bill  to  reorganize  the  navy  of  the 
United  States.  A bill  to  defray  the  expenses  of  a 
rendezvous  and  naval  depot  at  the  southern  ex- 
tremity of  Florida. 

By  Mr.  Buchanan:  A bill  to  extend  to  a longer 
period  the  several  acts  for  the  relief  of  certain  in- 
solvent debtors  of  the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  Moore:  A bill  authorising  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  to  invest  the  two  per  cent,  fund  set 
apart  for  the  construction  of  a road  or  roads,  to  the 
state  of  Alabama. 

The  senate  now  proceeded  to  the  special  order, 
the  farther  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution  in- 
troduced by  Mr.  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  on  this  subject, 
the  question  being  on  the  following  amendment,  or 
substitute,  offered  by  Mr.  Rives. 

“ Resolved , That,  hereafter,  all  sums  of  money 
accruing  or  becoming  payable  to  the  United  States, 
whether  for  customs,  public  lands,  taxes,  debts  or 
otherwise,  shall  be  collected  and  paid  only  in  the 
legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  or  in  the  notes 
of  banks  which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand, 
in  the  said  legal  currency,  under  the  following  re- 
strictions and  conditions  in  regard  to  such  notes; 
that  is,  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  resolu- 
tion, the  notes  of  no  banks  which  shall  issue  bills 
of  a less  denomination  than  $5  (five  dollars)  shall 
be  received  in  payment  of  the  public  dues;  from 
and  after  the  1st  day  of  July,  1839,  the  notes  of  no 
banks  which  shall  issue  bills  or  notes  of  a less  de- 
nomination than  $10,  (ten  dollars)  shall  be  receiv- 
able; and  from  and  after  the  1st  of  July,  1841,  the 
like  prohibition  shall  be  extended  to  the  notes  of  all 
banks  issuing  bills  or  notes  of  a less  denomination 
than  $20,  (twenty  dollars)  but  the  public  debtor 
shall  have  the  option  of  paying  either  in  the  said 
legal  currency,  or  in  the  notes  of  banks  of  the  de- 
scriptions above  mentioned,  in  good  credit;  provid- 
ed, however,  that  no  notes  shall  be  taken  in  pay- 
ment by  the  collectors  or  receivers,  which  the 
banks  in  which  they  are  to  be  deposited  shall  not 
be  willing  to  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States 
as  cash.” 

Mr.  Hubbard  addressed  the  senate  at  large  on  the 
subject  of  the  resolution  and  the  amendment.  Mr. 
Hubbard  having  concluded  his  remarks,  Mr.  Ewing, 
of  Ohio,  inquired  whether  he  was  to  understand 
Mr.  H.  as  including  in  his  argument  of  justification 
the  discrimination  made  in  the  order  between  citi- 
zens of  different  states  of  the  union,  requiring  of 
one  class  to  pay  gold  and  silver,  and  permitting  the 
other  to  pay  in  the  ordinary  currency?  Mr.  Hub- 
bard replied  that  he  had  not  turned  his  attention  to 
that  point,  considering  it  as  having  been  sufficient- 
ly met  in  the  able  speech  of  the  senator  from  Mis- 
souri, (Mr.  Benton).  Mr.  Morris  obtained  the  floor 
for  to-morrow;  and  then  the  senate,  at  a little  past 
three,  went  into  executive  business;  after  which, 
the  senate  adjourned. 

December  28.  Mr.  Linn  presented  several  me- 
morials from  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Missou- 
ri, chieflv  relating  to  the  public  lands  in  that  state. 
Referred. 


Mr.  Hendriclcs,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and 
canals,  reported  two  several  bills  referred  to  them, 
authorising  certain  internal  improvements  in  the 
territory  of  Florida,  one  of  them  with  an  amend- 
ment, which  was  read. 

Mr.  Davis,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  in  addition 
to  the  acts  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men. Read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  Davis,  in  connexion  w-ith  the  above  bill,  also 
offered  the  following  resolution,  which  lies  over  one 
day: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing the  laws  which  impose  twenty  cents  a month 
on  seamen  as  hospital  money. 

Mr.  Sevier,  oh  leave,  introduced  a bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  sundry  citizens  of  Arkansas,  who  lost  their 
improvements  in  consequence  of  the  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Cherokee  Indians.  Read 
twice  and  referred. 

Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  the  bill  referred  to  them  in  addition  to  the 
act  authorising  a settlement  of  accounts  between  the 
United  States  and  the  receivers  of  the  public  mo- 
ney, without  amendment. 

Mr.  Rives  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  47th  rule  of  the  senate  he 
amended  as  follows: 

After  “country”  insert  “or  who  have  received 
medals  by  a vote  of  congress.” 

Mr.  Benton  moved  that,  of  a document  from  the 
treasury  department,  showing  the  unexpended  ap- 
propriations remaining  in  the  treasury  (and  liable  to 
go  to  the  states)  on  the  1st  of  Januajy,  1837,  1,000 
extra  copies  should  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  se- 
nate; and  that  five  copies  bfe  printed,  and  sent  to 
each  of  the  governors,  and  twenty  copies  to  each 
branch  of  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states. 

On  this  motion  an  animated  discussion  arose,  in 
which  Messrs.  Benton,  Calhoun,  Davis,  King,  of 
Alabama,  Hubbard  and  Strange  participated. 

Mr.  Benton  supported  the  motion  by  a speech,  in 
which  he  explained  the  nature  of  the  treasury  docu- 
ment he  wished  to  have  printed  and  distributed,  and 
in  the  course  of  which  reference  was  frequently  had 
to  the  deposite  bill  of  the  last  session,  and  its  effect 
in  robbing  the  country  of  what  (Mr.  B.  said)  ought 
to  have  gone  to  objects  dear  to  many  of  the  states, 
and  rendering  it  necessary  to  lay  equivalent  taxes, 
or  at  least  to  retain  taxes  which  might  otherwise 
have  been  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Calhoun  opposed  the  motion,  contending  that 
it  presented  a false  view,  and  was  calculated  only 
to  mislead.  He  adverted  to  the  course  of  the  finance 
committee  in  treating  the  bill  he  had  introduced 
providing  for  the  prospective  distribution  of  any 
balance  that  should  remain  in  the  treasury  on  the 
1st  of  January  next  year  in  a manner  somewhat 
cavalier,  and  called  on  Mr.  Wright,  the  chairman 
of  that  committee,  to  state  the  reasons  why  that 
committee  had  announced  the  determination  to 
move  for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill, 
without  any  report  showing  the  grounds  on  which 
they  proceeded. 

Mr.  Wright  considered  the  call  on  him  as  out  of 
its  place  and  unwarranted.  When  the  bill  came  up 
for  consideration  he  should  fully  state  the  grounds 
on  which  the  committee  were  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  Calhoun  rejoined,  and  complained  in  strong 
terms  of  this  refusal,  and  of  the  course  of  the  com- 
mittee as  extraordinary  and  unprecedented. 

Mr.  Hubbard  opposed  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Ben- 
ton on  the  ground  that  the  statements  he  wished  to 
circulate  could  have  no  good  effect  on  the  state  le- 
gislatures, and  so  far  as  they  could  operate  at  all, 
were  calculated  to  mislead  all  who  relied  upon 
them. 

The  discussion  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
Calhoun,  Davis,  King,  of  Ala.  Niles  and  Strange, 
all  of  whom  concurred,  and  some  of  them  very 
warmly,  in  opposing  the  resolution,  and  by  Mr.  Ben- 
ton, who  spoke  several  times,  and  with  great  ear- 
nestness, in  reply. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  question  was  di- 
vided, and  being  about  to  be  put  first  on  the  print- 
ing of  an  extra  number  of  1,000  copies  for  the  use 
of  the  senate,  and  then  on  ordering  copies  to  be  sent 
to  the  governors  and  legislatures  of  the  several 
states,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered, 
Mr.  Benton,  on  request  of  Mr.  Strange,  consented 
to  withdraw  so  much  of  the  resolution  as  related  to 
the  circulation  of  copies;  whereupon,  the  residue, 
viz:  the  printing  of  1,000  copies  for  the  use  of  the 
senate,  was  agreed  to  without  opposition. 

The  order  of  the  day  on  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
Ewing,  to  rescind  the  specie  treasury  order,  was 
postponed. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a 
chaplain,  when  the  ballots  being  counted,  it  ap- 
peared the  rev.  Mr.  Goodman,  having  received  22 
votes,  was  duly  elected.  j 


Several  bills  received  from  the  house  received 
their  first  and  second  reading,  and  were  appropri- 
ately referred;  when  the  senate  adjourned. 

December  29.  A message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  through  Andrew 
Jackson,  jr.  his  private  secretary,  together  with  a 
report  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  in  compli- 
ance with  a senate  resolution  of  the  24th  of  May 
last.  Referred. 

Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  committee  on  the  judicia- 
ry, to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred,  reported 
a bill  for  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the  union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  other  states.  The  bill 
was  read  twice  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Grundy  said,  so  far  as  the  committee  had  any 
information  on  the  subject,  they  were  ready  now  to 
communicate  it  to  the  senate.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, the  senate  would  at  once  proceed  with  the  bill. 

Objections  were  made  to  the  immediate  progress 
of  the  bill,  and  a discussion  took  place,  in  which 
Messrs.  Grundy,  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Calhoun,  Bucha- 
nan, Morris  and  Benton  participated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  bill  was  postpon- 
ed to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday 
next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  various  docu- 
ments on  the  subject  of  the  above  bill  were  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  chair  presented  a communication  from  the 
treasury  department,  in  compliance  with  a resolu- 
tion of  the  senate,  with  a statement  of  the  amount 
of  gold  and  silver  received  in  payment  for  the  pub- 
lic lands  in  1836.  Ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  calling- 
on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  information  on 
the  subject  of  exports,  imports,  and  the  avails  of 
the  public  lands  for  the  past  year,  was  taken  up, 
and  Mr.  Calhoun  having  stated  that  the  design  of 
the  information  called  for  was  to  aid  in  making  an 
estimate  for  the  coming  year  in  reference  to  the 
public  deposites,  which  he  regarded  as  the  great 
subject  of  the  session,  and  liable  to  produce  much 
debate,  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Several  bills  were  reported  by  Mr.  Wright,  from 
the  committee  on  finance,  among  them  were  the 
following: 

The  bill  from  the  house  making  appropriations 
for  the  payment  of  revolutionary  and  other  pension- 
ers, without  amendment. 

The  bill  from  the  house  supplementary  to  the 
act  establishing  the  mint  and  regulating  the  coins 
of  the  United  States,  with  an  amendment;  which 
was  read. 

The  bill  from  the  house  making  an  appropriation 
of  $2,000,000  for  the  suppression  of  Indian  hostili- 
ties; considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  joint  resolution  rescinding  the  treasury 
order  of  July  11,  1836,  &c.  The  question  being 
on  the  substitute  offered  by  Mr.  Rives,  aiming,  in- 
directly, at  the  suppression  of  the  small  bills  of  the 
state  banks. 

Mr.  Morris  having  waived  his  right  to  the  floor, 

Mr.  Southard  addressed  the  senate  on  the  subject 
generally. 

About  the  usual  hour  of  adjournment,  Mr.  South- 
ard gave  way  for  a motion  for  adjournment  by  Mr. 
Ewing. 

Before  the  senate  adjourned,  however,  Mr.  Rives 
gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  modify  his  amend- 
ment to  Mr.  Ewing’s  resolution  on  the  subject  of 
the  treasury  order,  so  as  to  cause  it  to  read  as  fol- 
lows, viz: 

“ Resolved , That  hereafter  all  sums  of  money  ac- 
cruing or  becoming  payable  to  the  United  States, 
whether  for  customs,  public  lands,  taxes,  debts  or 
otherwise,  shall  be  collected  and  paid  only  in  the 
legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  or  in  the  notes 
of  banks  which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in 
the  said  legal  currency,  under  the  following  restric- 
tions and  conditions  in  regard  to  such  notes;  that 
is,  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  resolution, 
the  notes  of  no  bank  which  shall  issue  bills  or  notes 
of  a less  denomination  than  five  dollars  shall  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  the  public  dues;  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  July,  1839,  the  notes  of  no 
bank  which  shall  issue  bills  or  notes  of  a le3s  de- 
nomination than  ten  dollars,  shall  be  receivable- 
and  from  and  after  the  1st  of  July,  1841,  the  like 
prohibition  shall  ^e  extended  to  the  notes  of  all 
banks  issuing  bills  of  notes  of  a less  denomination 
than  twenty  dollars;  provided,  however,  that  no 
notes  shall  be  taken  in  payment  by  the  collectors 
or  receivers,  which  the  banks  in  which  they  are  to 
be  deposited  shall  not  under  the  supervision  and  con- 
trol of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  agree  to  pass  to 
the  credit  of  the  United  States  as  cash.” 

The  amendment,  thus  amended,  was  ordered  to 
be  printed,  and  then  the  senate,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Clay,  adjourned  over  to  Monday  next. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

[ Standing  committees  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
omitted  in  the  list  as  published  from  the  National  In- 
telligencer. 

A committee  of  revisal  and  unfinished  business, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Huntington,  of  New  York; 
Mann,  of  Pennsylvania;  Mason,  of  Ohio;  Harlan, 
of  Kentucky;  Farlin,  of  New  York. 

A committee  of  accounts,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Lee,  of  New  Jersey;  Hall,  of  Maine;  Johnson,  of 
Virginia;  Turner,  of  Maryland;  McLennan,  of 
Pennsylania.] 

Fiiilay,  Dec.  23.  After  the  reading  of  the  jour- 
nal of  the  preceding  day — 

Mr.  Ashley,  of  Missouri,  rose  and  asked  leave  to 
make  a few  remarks  on  the  subject  of  certain  reso- 
lutions from  the  legislature  of  Illinois,  in  relation 
to  the  location  of  the  national  road,  which  had  (the 
day  before,  when,  from  indisposition,  he  was  unable 
to  attend  the  house)  been  referred  to  the  committee 
on  roads  and  canals.  Hearing  some  dissenting 
voices,  Mr.  A.  said  he  would  defer  his  remarks 
until  a more  fit  occasion,  when  the  subject  should 
again  receive  the  action  of  the  house.  He  would 
then  be  prepared  to  show  the  absurdity  of  Ihe  state- 
ments contained  in  the  resolutions,  and  the  remarks 
which  had  been  made  in  their  support. 

After  memorials  and  petitions  had  been  called 
for,  in  the  order  of  states  and  territories,  and  pre- 
sented, and  some  private  bills  disposed  of,  the  house 
proceeded  to  consider  the  motion,  heretofore  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Bell,  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  following  resolution,  offered  on  a former 
day  by  Mr.  Jones,  delegate  from  Wisconsin,  had 
been  laid  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ap- 
propriating money  for  holding  treaties  with,  and  the 
purchase  of  the  lands  belonging  to,  the  Sac,  Fox, 
Sioux  and  Winnebago  Indians,  in  Wisconsin  terri- 
tory, and  to  provide  for  their  removal  west  of  the 
Mississippi  river. 

Mr.  Bell  briefly  explained  that,  since  the  vote  on 
this  resolution  had  been  taken,  he  had  become  sa- 
tisfied that  it  might  be  expedient,  if  possible,  to 
effect  a treaty  with  one  or  more,  and  possibly  with 
all,  the  tribes  referred  to  in  the  resolution;  and,  as 
the  resolution  was  merely  one  of  inquiry  by  that 
committee  info  the  expediency  of  the  measure,  he 
hoped  the  house  would  reconsider  the  vote,  and 
adopt  the  resolution. 

And  the  question -on  the  motion  to  reconsider 
was  then  taken  and  decided  in  the  affirmative.  So 
the  vote  was  reconsidered. 

A brief  debate  now  ensued,  in  which  Messrs. 
Bell,  Garland,  of  La.  Ashley,  Garland,  of  Va.  Har- 
rison, of  Missouri,  and  Davis  participated.  The 
question  was  taken  and  the  resolution  adopted. — 
Ayes  99;  noes  not  counted. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Jarvis  on  the  12th 
inst.  (see  page  255),  directing  the  secretary  of  the 
navy  to  report  the  names  of  officers  of  the  navy 
who  have  received  orders  for  service,  8tc.  was  next 
considered  and  agreed  to. 

The  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Fry,  instructing 
the  committee  on  agriculture  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  immediately  abolishing  the  duties  on 
foreign  grain  and  bread-stuffs  of  all  kinds. 

There  were  two  amendments  pending:  1st.  That 
of  Mr.  Adams  to  include  “the  duties  on  foreign  coal, 
salt  and  iron.”  And,  2dly,  that  of  Mr.  Williams, 
of  North  Carolina  to  include  the  duty  on  “sugar.” 
Mr.  Fry  addressed  the  house  at  considerable  length 
in  remarks  which  may  be  published  hereafter. 
After  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  E.  Whittlesey,  the 
house  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  being  the 
consideration  of  private  bills,  On  motion  of  Mr. 
A.  Mann,  the  rules  of  the  house  were  suspended  by 
a vote  of  117  ayes  against  45  noes,  to  enable  him  to 
submit  a motion  that  when  the  house  adjourn,  it  ad- 
journ to  meet  on  Monday  next.  Mr.  Anthony  mov- 
ed to  amend  the  motion  by  inserting  Tuesday; 
which  motion  was  lost.  Yeas  70,  nays  104.  And 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Mann  was  then  adopted.  Yeas 
96,  nays  95. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  commissioner  of  public  buildings,  in 
obedience  to  the  act  requiring  him  to  make  an  an- 
nual report  of  the  manner  in  whi<jfi  all  appropria- 
tions for  the  public  buildings  and  grounds  have  been 
applied. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  comptroller  of  the  treasury,  transmit- 
ting a statement  of  the  accounts  which  have  re- 
mained unsettled,  or  on  which  balances  appear  to 
have  been  due  more  than  three  years  prior  to  the 
30th  of  September,  1835,  on  the  books  of  the  fourth 
auditor  of  the  treasury. 

After  some  further  proceedings  on  a private  bill 
the  house  adjourned. 


Monday,  Dec.  26.  William  C.  Dawson,  elected  I tion  of  the  amendment  proposing  to  include  the  ar- 
from  Georgia  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  tide  of  “sugar,”  it  was  his  wish  to  otTer  a few  ob- 
death  of  gen.  Coffee,  appeared,  was  qualified  and  servations.  But  by  way  of  testing  the  sense  of  tin 
took  his  seat. 


j house,  he  would  move  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on 
Among  the  petitions  presented  was  one  by  Mr.  the  table;  which  motion  prevailed. 


Adams,  from  J.  Page  and  twenty-six  other  citizens 
of  Silver  Lake,  Susquehanna  county,  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania, praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and 
the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  that  the  said  petition  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. 

Mr.  Pickens  asked  for  the  decision  of  the  chair 
upon  the  construction  of  the  resolution  reported 
from  the  select  committee  appointed  on  the  subject 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  at  the  last 
session  of  congress.  By  that  resolution  all  memo- 
rials and  other  papers  relating  to  this  subject  had 
been  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  without  being  re- 
ferred or  printed.  Mr.  P.  wished  to  know  what 
would  be  the  destiny  of  these  petitions  under  that 
resolution. 

The  speaker  said  it  would  be  a matter  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  house.  After  referring  to  such  au- 
thorities as  he  could  find,  he  had  come  to  the  de- 
cision that  the  operation  of  the  resolution  referred 
to,  ceased  with  the  last  session  of  congress.  The 
question,  however,  was  one  for  the  house  to  deter- 
mine. 

Mr.  Pickens  said  he  could  not  consent  that  these 
petitions  should  be  referred  to  any  standing  commit- 
tee of  the  house.  He  objected,  therefore,  to  the 
proposed  reference  of  the  memorial  presented  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and  he  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion. 

Mr.  Parks  moved  to  lay  the  petition  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Cushman  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
last  motion;  which  were  ordered. 

[The  name  of  Mr.  W.  Thompson,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, having  been  called,  Mr.  T.  rose  and  inquired 
whether  the  act  of  recording  his  vote  on  this  mo 
tion  would  imply  that  he  assented  to  the  reception 
of  these  petitions  at  all?  The  speaker  said  that  the 
question  of  reception  could  not  now  be  entertained, 
the  petition  actually  being  at  the  present  time  in  the 
possession  of  the  house.  Mr.  T.  thereupon  asked 
to  be  excused  from  voting,  and  the  house  according- 
ly excused  him.] 

And  the  vote,  having  been  taken,  stood:  yeas 
116,  nays  36. 

So  the  petition  was  laid  on  the  table 
Mr.  Davis  asked  the  consent  of  the  house,  at  this 
time,  to  take  up  and  consider  a resolution  hereto- 
fore offered  by  him,  providing  that  all  resolutions, 
petitions,  memorials,  and  other  papers,  which  might 
be  offered  during  the  present  session  of  congress 
in  any  manner  relating  to  the  abolition  of  slavery 
and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or 
in  any  of  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  should, 
on  presentation,  be  laid  upon  the  table  without  be- 
ing read,  or  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  without  de- 
bate. 

Objection  having  been  made,  Mr.  Davis  moved  a 
call  of  the  house,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered. On  motion  of  Mr.  Owens,  it  appeared  that 
a quorum  was  not  present.  Mr.  Adams  asked  the 
speaker  if  the  question  was  debateable.  He  repli 
ed  it  was  not.  Mr.  Adams  then  suggested  to  Mr 
Davis  the  propriety  of  postponing  the  consideration 
of  his  resolution. 

Mr.  Anthony  said  that,  as  gentlemen  had  been  so 
anxious  to  come  here  to-day,  [Christmas  day],  and 
as  there  was  no  quorum  present,  he  wished  to  know 
who  was  away;  for  this  reason  he  moved  a call  of 
the  house:  which  motion  prevailed,  ayes  77  noes  65. 
So  the  house  ordered  the  call.  The  roll  having  been 
thereupon  called,  170  members  answered  to  their 
names:  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  E.  Whittlesey,  fur- 
ther proceedings  in  the  call  were  suspended.  And 
the  question  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  was 
then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative.  So  the 
house  refused  to  suspend  the  rule. 

The  presentation  of  petitions  and  memorials  was 
then  completed. 

A number  of  reports  on  private  claims  were  re- 
ceived and  disposed  of;  after  which  the  house  took 
up  the  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour, 
being  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Fry  instructing  the  com- 
mittee on  agriculture,  to  enquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  immediately  abolishing  the  duties  on  foreign 
grain,  or  on  bread  stuffs  of  all  kinds,  to  which  reso- 
lution two  amendments  had  been  heretofore  offer- 
ed: first,  by  Mr.  Adams,  to  amend  by  inserting  the 
words  “anil  also  on  foreign  coal,  salt  and  iron;”  and, 
secondly,  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  by 
inserting  the  words  “and  sugar.” 

Mr.  Anthony  addressed  the  house  at  some  length 
in  opposition  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  said  that,  as  the  ques- 
tion immediately  before  the  house  was  on  the  adop- 


So  the  resolution  and  amendments  were  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Underwood,  on 
the  12th  instant,  directing  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury to  lay  before  the  house  a statement  of  the  vari- 
ous sums  paid  to  the  new  states  out  of  the  5 per 
cent,  upon  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public 
land,  &c.  was  considered,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
house. 

The  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Ken- 
tucky, on  the  19th  instant," instructing  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  to  report  to  this  house  the  amount  of 
revenue  due  to  the  United  States,  the  payment  of 
which  has  been  suspended  under  the  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  sufferers  by  fire  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  congress',  was  taken  up, 
considered,  and  agreed  to, 

The  house  took  up  for  consideration  the  motion, 
heretofore  made  by  Mr.  Parker,  to  print  5,000  extra 
copies  of  the  accounts  of  receipts  and  expenditures 
of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1S35. 

After  some  remarks  of  Mr.  Adams,  in  opposition 
to  the  motion,  which  he  believed  to  be  unusual  and 
the  documents  useless  to  the  public,  and  a reply 
from  Mr.  Parker,  who  thought  the  document  con- 
tained information  that  would  be  useful  to  the  peo- 
ple, the  question  was  taken  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative: ayes  52,  noes  81.  So  {lie  motion  was  reject- 
ed. 

The  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Huntsman  on  the  19th 
instant.  Various  modifications  were  proposed,  and 
the  resolution  was  finally  adopted  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  cause 
to  be  prepared,  as  soon  as  convenient,  and  report  to 
this  house,  a tabular  statement  showing  the  gross 
revenue  receivable  on  each  article  of  foreign  im- 
port for  the  last  four  years,  distinguishing  the 
amount  received  in  each  year,  together  with  the 
amounts  of  drawback  in  each  year. 

The  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Bell  on  the  19th  inst., 
requesting  the  secretary  of  war  to  communicate  to 
this  house  copies  of  all  orders  issued  to  governors 
of  states  or  territories,  or  to  officers  in  the  army,  au- 
thorising a call  for  volunteers  or  militiamen,  &c.  and 
the  same  resolution  was  agreed  to  by  the  house. 

The  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  on 
the  19th  instant,  instructing  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  report  to  this  house  the  number  ol  claims 
to  lands  in  the  state  of  Louisiana,  confirmed  under 
different  acts  of  congress,  and  the  number  of  those 
acquired  from  the  United  States  by  purchase,  the 
number  of  patents  issued  for  said  claims,  &c.;  which 
resolution  was  agreed  to  by  the  house. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  White,  of  Flo- 
rida, bn  the  19th  instant,  directing  the  secretary  of 
the  navy  to  communicate  the  report  of  the  naval 
commission,  who  have  recently  been  engaged  in  the 
examination  of  the  navy  yard  at  Pensacola,  &c.  was 
considered  and  adopted  by  the  house. 

The  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  White,  of  Florida, 
on  the  19th  instant,  relative  to  the  9th  article  of  the 
Spanish  treaty,  was  also  agreed  to  by  the  house. 

The  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Underwood  on  the 
12th  instant,  relative  to  printing  5,000  copies  of  the 
senate  document  No.  333,  entitled  “Report  of  a ge- 
ological reconnoissance,  made  in  1835,  by  G.  W. 
Featherstonhaugh,”  was  taken  up  for  consideration; 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bell,  was  modified,  by  in- 
serting after  the  word  “Resolved,”  the  words  “That 
the  committee  on  the  library  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  printing;”  and  at  the 
end  thereof,  “the  same  to  be  printed  under  the  di- 
rection of  Mr.  Featherstonhaugh;”  and  the  resolu- 
tion, as  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  war  ad  interim,  transmitting  the 
annual  report  in  relation  to  applications  for  pen- 
sions  made  in  the  year  1836,  which  have  been  re- 
jected at  the  pension  office,  prepared  in  obedience 
to  the  resolution  of  congress  of  the  29th  of  May, 
1836;  which  letter  and  report  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

By  the  report  of  the  commissioner  of  pensions, 
it  appears  that  the  number  of  claims  for  pensions 
whichjiave  been  made  and  rejected  in  1836,  are  as 
follows : 

For  invalid  pensions  6 

Revolutionary  pension,  under  act  March  1S.1S18  1 

Do.  do.  under  act  May  15, 1828  2 

Do.  do.  under  act  June  7,  1832  166 

Do.  do.  underact  July  4,  1S36  36 


Total  rejected  applications 
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And,  cn  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs,  the  house  adjourn- 
ed. 

Tuesday , Dec.  27.  After  the  presentation  of  pe- 
titions and  memorials,  several  reports  were  receiv- 
ed, among  teem  a bill  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  reported  by  Mr.  Cambrcleng,  making 
appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses 
of  government  for  the  year  1837;  which  bill  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  house  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  transmitting  proceedings  of  a late 
sonvention  held  in  Michigan,  for  accepting  the 
conditions  of  the  act  of  congress  for  admitting  the 
stite  of  Michigan  into  the  union;  of  which  message 
a copy  will  be  found  in  this  day’s  proceedings  of 
the  senate. 

The  message  was  read;  and. 

Oi  motion  of  Mr.  Craig,  the  message  and  accom- 
panying documents  were  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs, 

Revived,  That  the  committee  on  invalid  pensions 
be  ins  ructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  con- 
tinuin' to  the  widows  and  children  of  the  officers 
and  30tliers  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  the 
pensiois  to  which  their  husbands  and  fathers  were 
entitlec. 

On  notion  of  Mr.  Cushman, 

Resohcd,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be 
instructtd  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reviv- 
ing the  ict  granting  pensions  to  the  widows  and 
orphan  children  of  persons  who  were  employed  on 
board  of  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
who  died  in  such  employment  during  the  late  war. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith, 

Resolvea,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extend- 
ing the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  “an  act  for  the 
relief  of  certain  insolvent  debtors  of  the  United 
States,’’  passed  March  2,  1831,  to  such  persons 
who  were  indebted  to  the  United  States  in  the  man- 
ner provided  for  by  said  act  on  the  1st  day  of  Janu- 
ary last  past. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Everett, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  library  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pub- 
lishing a stereotype  edition  of  the  laws  of  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  offered  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing all  laws  authorising  protections  to  be  issued  to 
American  seamen. 

Mr.  C.  briefly  explained  the  object  of  this  reso- 
lution. He  said  it  w'as  matter  of  surprise  that  these 
laws  had  not  been  repealed  before  this  time.  In 
the  early  stages  of  our  government,  in  the  infancy 
of  our  dangers,  such  laws  were  necessary.  But 
now,  the  time  had  arrived  when  the  flag  of  our 
country  was  in  itself  a sufficient  protection.  The 
American  seamen  were  taxed  heavily  for  the  pay- 
ment of  these  protections;  and  no  necessity,  he 
thought,  existed  for  their  continuance. 

Mr.  Parker  was  understood  to  oppose  the  object 
of  the  resolution  on  the  ground  that  there  were 
many'  cases  in  which  such  protections  were  indis- 
pensable; such,  for  instance,  as  shipwreck. 

Mr.  McKeon  hoped  that  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  would  yield  his  objections.  It  was  merely 
for  inquiry,  and  he  trusted  that  the  house  would 
not  oppose  a proposition  which  made  an  inquiry 
into  the  propriety  of  relieving  a highly  deserving 
class  of  our  citizens  from  an  onerous  tax.  Mr. 
Parker  said  he  would  not  oppose  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  D.  J.  Pearce  said  that  he  should,  at  a proper 
time,  object  to  any  alteration  in  the  law  referred  to. 
It  had  been  adopted  with  a view  to  increase  the 
number  of  American  seamen.  The  resolution,  like 
many  others  submitted  to  this  house,  looked  to  an 
existing  evil,  and  took  the  present  year  as  a stan- 
dard for  years  to  come.  The  law,  as  it  now  stood, 
served  to  increase  the  number  of  our  seamen;  the 
resolution,  to  his  mind,  looked  to  a decrease. 

Mr.  Cambrcleng  could  not  understand  how  the 
removal  of  an  actual  existing  tax  upon  seamen  was 
to  decrease  their  number.  In  his  opinion,  the  tax 
ought  to  be  abolished.  If  the  committee  on  com- 
merce should  see  any  reason  why  it  should  be  con- 
tinued, he  would  yield  his  own  opinion  to  that  com- 
mittee. He  wished  to  refer  it  to  them  simply  as  a 
matter  of  inquiry.  So  far  as  he  had  himself  exa- 
mined the  subject,  and  from  the  information  he  had 
collected  from  sources  where  the  subject  ought  to 
be  best  understood,  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
the  law  ought  to  be  abolished. 

Mr.  Gillett  hoped  the  resolution  would  pass;  but 
suggested  to  Mr.  Cambreleng  so  to  enlarge  the  re- 


solution as  to  instruct  the  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  abolishing  the  fees. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  accepted  the  modification. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  was  very  glad  the  proposition 
had  been  made;  that  he  hoped  the  subject  would  be 
referred  to  the  committee  on  commerce,  and  that 
they  would  consider  it  in  all  its  aspects,  and  present 
a report  on  which  the  house  might  act  with  deliber- 
ation. It  was  a great  and  important  change  which 
was  proposed  to  be  made  in  the  condition  of  the 
seamen  of  the  United  States.  He  had  said  it  was  a 
great  and  important  change;  great  and  important  in 
the  present  state  of  things,  and  which  might  become 
much  more  important  from  day  to  day  by  a change, 
not  in  our  own  condition,  but  in  that  of  other  na- 
tions. He  had  his  doubts,  therefore,  whether  this 
resolution  was  not  too  extensive.  If,  however,  a 
report  was  made  by  the  committee  on  commerce, 
they  would  present  their  views  fully  on  the  subject. 
He  had  his  doubts  whether  it  was  expedient  to  re- 
peal all  the  laws  for  the  protection  of  American 
seamen.  He  doubted  very  much  whether,  even  in 
a state  of  peace,  American  seamen  ought  not  be 
furnished  with  some  document  or  paper,  constitut- 
ing their  national  character,  which  should  protect 
them  over  the  surface  of  the  globe.  He  did  not 
know  but  that,  in  the  present  condition  of  the  world, 
American  seamen  might  cross  over  the  ocean  with- 
out any  serious  damage  from  wanting  such  a docu- 
ment; but  inasmuch  as  they  had  been  possessed  of 
such  a document  for  more  than  forty  years,  he  had 
some  hesitation  in  abolishing  it  altogether,  lest 
thereby  that  very  useful  and  important  class  of 
men  should  lose  the  protection  which  was  afforded 
them  by  that  document,  when  distant  from  their 
country. 

The  world,  or,  at  least,  the  United  States,  had 
been  at  peace  for  upwards  of  twenty  years;  and 
there  might  be  gentlemen  in  that  house  who  did  not 
know  what  w'as  the  origin  of  the  protection  which 
it  was  now  proposed  to  take  away.  It  originated 
in  the  practice  of  impressment  by  the  British  go- 
vernment in  time  of  war;  the  practice  of  taking  out 
of  all  vessels  every  seaman  whom  the  officers  of 
the  British  armed  ships  might  think  proper  to  con- 
sider as  a British  subject.  The  United  States  had 
endured  this  national  indignity,  and  our  seamen  had 
endured  this  heavy  affliction,  for  a period  of  five 
and  twenty  years,  during  all  the  wars  of  the  French 
revolution:  and  all  these  laws  had  been  founded 
upon  the  practice  of  the  British  government,  by 
which,  from  the  moment  it  entered  upon  or  project- 
ed a war,  the  king,  by  an  order  of  council,  authoris- 
ed his  officers  on  the  sea  to  take  British  seamen 
wherever  they  were  to  be  found,  without  regard  to 
their  condition,  without  regard  to  their  rights,  and 
without  regard  to  the  engagements  by  which  they 
might  be  bound.  This  order  of  the  British  council 
was  not  legal,  even  in  England,  in  time  of  peace; 
but  the  king,  by  his  prerogative,  had  the  power  of 
making  war;  and  whenever  he  projected  any  thing 
like  hostilities  against  another  nation,  from  that  mo- 
ment an  order  of  council  was  issued  to  take  British 
seamen  wherever  they  were  to  be  found,  from  all 
American  vessels.  By  this  order,  for  twenty-five 
years,  every  seaman  whom  the  officer  sent  to  search 
or  examine  our  vessels  chose  to  consider  as  a British 
subject  was  taken,  and  the  only  check  or  counter- 
acting influence  ever  enjoyed  by  the  U.  States  was 
this  very  same  protection  which  it  was  now  pro- 
posed to  take  away.  It  was  introduced  as  an  ex- 
pedient for  saving  native  American  citizens,  or  na- 
turalized American  citizens  from  being  taken  away 
in  this  manner,  and  impressed  on  board  the  British 
ships  of  war,  to  serve  the  king  of  England  for  an 
indefinite  length  of  time;  to  expose  their  lives  in 
his  wars,  and  to  be  entirely  deprived  of  that  pro- 
tection which  their  country  owed  them.  Now,  he 
hoped  that,  if  the  resolution  passed,  and  was  consi- 
dered by  the  committee,  they  would  consider  it 
with  very  serious  reference  to  this  state  of  things; 
and  that,  if  all  the  laws  of  protection  were  to  be  re- 
pealed, they  would  provide  some  substitute  by 
which  the  American  seaman  should  still  be  protect- 
ed. He  hoped  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  (Mr.  Cambrcleng)  to  take 
from  the  seaman  the  actual  protection  of  his  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  Cambrcleng  explained  that  the  role  d'equi- 
page,  which  every  master  of  a vessel  took  from  the 
custom  house,  was  a sufficient  protection  to  the 
sailor  when  on  the  ocean.  He  did  not  see  that  any 
American  seaman  could  require  a greater  protec- 
tion. The  law  of  the  land  expressly  provided  that 
no  seaman  should  be  discharged  abroad;  on  that 
score,  therefore,  there  was  no  difficulty.  It  was 
not  his  design  to  take  away  any  protection  from 
seamen;  he  wished  only  to  relieve  them  from  a 
grievous  tax,  if  it  could  be  done  without  impairing 
any  important  principle. 


Mr.  Adams,  in  emtinuation,  said  it  had  not  been 
his  intention  when  le  rose  to  oppose  the  resolution, 
nor  did  he  mean  nov  to  oppose  it;  but  he  did  mean 
to  remind  the  home  that  a proposition  thus  made 
was  a proposition  involving  a question  of  peace 
and  war;  and  it  wis  a question  of  peace  and  war 
with  no  less  a pover  than  Great  Britain;  and  he 
hoped  that  the  conmittee  would  view  the  subject 
with  reference  to  that  role  d' equipage  which  the 
gentleman  from  Few  York  declared  to  be  a suffi- 
cient protection.  Did  not  that  gentleman  know 
that  there  was  not  an  officer  in  the  British  service 
who  would  look  ujon  it  as  any  more  than  a piece  of 
waste  paper?  If  he  order  of  council,  authorising 
this  impressment  )f  seamen,  were  issued  to-mor- 
row, and  it  infallihy  would  be  issued  in  case  Great 
Britain  was  array«d  against  any  maritime  power — 
against  France,  lussia,  Sweden,  Denmark,  or  any 
other  power — I ak  the  gentleman  what  good  his 
role  d’equipage  wmld  do  to  protect  an  American 
citizen,  native  or  (therwise,  against  that  order?  It 
would  be  no  prote<tion  at  all.  But  the  British  offi- 
cers would  ransacc  every  vessel  of  the  ocean,  and 
would  take  out  every  able-bodied  man  whom  they 
chose  to  say  ws  a British  subject.  And  what 
would  we  do?  Me  would  remonstrate;  we  would 
instruct  our  minster  in  England  to  remonstrate; 
and  wre  would  cavil  and  quarrel  as  we  did  twenty- 
five  years  ago;  aid,  finally,  we  would  come  to  a 
war.  That  was  he  cause  of  the  war;  there  never 
would  have  been  i war  but  for  that  cause;  it  was  a 
war  as  righteous  is  was  ever  waged  on  the  face  of 
the  earth;  and  nuch  as  he  abhorred  war  upon 
earth,  he  hoped  it  would  come  in  less  than  twenty- 
five  weeks,  if  a s;aman  should  ever  again  be  taken 
out  of  an  American  vessel.  That  was  the  oause  of 
the  war. 

Twenty-two  years  had  now  elapsed,  during  which, 
in  time  of  peace, the  United  States  had  been  con- 
stantly endeavoriig  to  settle  this  matter  with  Great 
Britain,  and  had  never  been  able  to  do  so.  The 
United  States  hal  made  war,  and  had  been  obliged 
to  make  peace,  without  remedying  the  evil. — 
Would  they,  then  now  take  away  this  protection 
from  an  Americai  seaman,  not  perhaps  very  neces- 
sary, yet  it  might  be  very  proper  in  time  of  peace? 
This  was  a proper  subject  for  inquiry  by  a commit- 
tee. But  he  wisied  especially  to  caution  the  house 
against  the  abolition  of  that  particular  protection, 
without  something  were  substituted  which  would 
secure  the  seaman  on  the  ocean.  As  to  the  fees 
which  the  seaman  paid  for  the  protection,  he  (Mr. 
A.)  would  vote  for  their  abolition  at  this  time;  but, 
under  the  color  of  relieving  the  sailor  fro.i  that 
trifle,  he  was  not  willing  to  take  from  him  that 
which  was  a talisman  to  carry  Him  sale  through  the 
world,  against  the  practice  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, (and  he  did  not  wish  to  bandy  words  or  to 
qualify  the  truth),  of  seizing  seamen  upon  every 
occasion  to  serve  the  British  king;  and,  under  the 
pretence  that  he  spoke  the  same  language,  taking 
it  for  granted  that  every  stout  able-bodied  Ameri- 
can seaman  was  a British  subject.  He  wished  to 
say  no  more,  nor  did  he  wish  to  oppose  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Cushing  said  he  did  not  rise  for  the  particu- 
lar purpose  of  opposing  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion before  the  house.  Indeed,  he  thought  some 
inquiry,  upon  a point  closely  connected  with  the 
present,  not  undesirable.  He  referred  to  the  provi- 
sion of  the  law  requiring  the  employment  in  the 
merchant  service  of  a certain  proportion  of  Ameri- 
can, as  distinguished  from  foreign,  mariners. — 
Owing  to  causes  not  immediate  only,  as  implied  in 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island, 
(Mr.  Pearce),  not  temporary  only,  but  permanent 
in  their  operation,  there  is  a deficiency  of  seamen 
for  the  supply  of  our  mercantile  as  well  as  our  mi- 
litary marine.  Not  only  does  the  difficulty  exist, 
but  it  operates  unequally  in  the  different  parts  of 
the  United  States.  At  some  custom  houses,  as  he 
(Mr.  C.)  had  had  occasion  to  know  in  his  own  bu- 
siness, there  is  more  of  rigor  in  the  administration 
of  the  law  in  this  respect,  in  others  less;  which 
gives  a sensible  advantage  to  the  commerce  of 
those  ports  where  the  most  liberality  is  manifested. 
It  might  deserve  consideration  whether  some  re- 
laxation of  the  existing  laws  in  that  particular  may 
not  be  proper  and  expedient.  There  certainly 
could  be  no  serious  objection  to  having  the  subject 
examined  by  a committee. 

But  (Mr.  C.  said)  he  wished  to  object  most  dis- 
tinctly and  emphatically  to  the  reasons  with  which 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Cambreleng) 
advocated  the  passage  of  the  resolution.  He  en- 
tertained views  the  very  opposite  of  those  which 
that  gentleman  had  expressed. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  says  a protec- 
tion is  not  necessary  to  the  seaman,  because  the  role 
d'equipage  will  indicate  his  citizenship.  But  is  not 
the  role  a secondary  piece  of  evidence  only,  made 
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up  from  the  protections  themsdves?  And  what 
foreign  officer,  then,  would  recede  the  role  as  con- 
clusive proof  of  the  citizenship  of  any  individual 
wlose  name  happened  to  be  bohe  upon  it?  Be- 
side which,  the  individual  needs  (document  which 
may  accompany  his  person.  Bu  the  role  d'equi- 
page  belongs  to  the  ship.  The  individual  seaman 
may  be  discharged.  His  contratt  of  service  may 
expire  in  a foreign  port.  The  shp  may  be  wreck- 
ed. And  what,  then,  becomes  if  his  protection? 
Is  it  not  self-evident  that  he  shoud  have  a separate 
document  to  prove  his  citizenshp  to  accompany 
himself  wherever  he  navigates  thi  sea? 

But  Mr.  C.  had  a still  graver  dtference  with  the 
gentleman  from  New  York.  He  Mr.  Cambreleng) 
seems  to  think  there  is  somethhg  discreditable, 
either  to  the  country  or  the  individual,  in  the  fact 
of  the  latter  bearing  a protection.  Is  not  this  a 
most  mistaken  view  of  the  subject  I heartily  re- 
joice, (said  Mr.  Cashing),  in  cimmon  with  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  that  aseries  of  brilliant 
na'ral  victories,  during  the  last  w;r,  has  vindicated 
the  honor  of  our  flag  in  this  matter;  and  I trust  we 
shall  never  cease  to  maintain  the  ame  controversy 
with  equal  decision  and  triumph  But  is  it  dis- 
honorable to  carry  a protection?  By  no  means. — 
How  stands  the  fact?  If  an  American  citizen  de- 
sires to  travel  in  foreign  countriei,  he  sends  to  the 
department  of  state,  and,  upon  preof  of  his  citizen- 
ship, obtains  a passport;  if  a seamtn  desires  to  pass 
on  the  ocean,  he  repairs  to  an  office-  of  the  customs, 
and  on  similar  proof  obtains  a (reflection.  The 
things  dilfer  in  name:  in  substane  they  are  one. 
Each  of  them  is  a certificate,  sigmd  by  some  offi- 
cer of  the  government  authorised  ly  law,  attesting 
the  citizenship  of  the  individual  naned  and  describ- 
ed in  the  document.  Is  it  any  digrace  to  the  U. 
States  to  give,  or  the  citizen  to  rete’ve,  such  a do- 
cument? Surely  not.  The  protection  is  to  the 
mariner  at  sea  what  the  passport  isto  the  landsman 
on  shore.  Am  I (said  Mr.  C.)  dishonored  by 
bearing  such  a document  in  foreigr  lands  or  distant 
seas?  On  the  contrary,  is  it  not  mitter  of  pride,  as 
well  as  convenience,  that,  armed  oily  with  a paper 
bearing  the  seal  of  the  United  States,  I may  travel 
the  earth  over,  secure,  in  every  pace,  of  the  pro- 
tection of  the  ministers  of  my  couctry,  of  the  good- 
will of  the  functionaries  of  other  countries  allied 
with  us,  and,  if  need  be,  of  the  funs  and  whole 
public  force  of  the  republic  to  vindicate  any  injury 
done  to  my  person?  That  I may  go  unharmed 
throughout  the  world,  under  the  magic  influence  of 
the  broad  seal  of  the  United  States? 

Besides,  it  is  not  material  to  remember,  as  sug- 
gested by  my  honorable  colleague,  (Mr.  Mams), 
the  origin  of  the  particular  usefulness  of  protection? 
We  speak  the  language,  inherit  thy  blood,  and 
wear  the  features  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  British 
islands,  from  whom  most  of  us  are  descended. — 
Shall  we  hastily  abandon  the  use  of  a document 
which  certifies  the  citizenship  of  the  seaman,  and 
reclaims  for  him,  as  its  name  denotes,  the  protec- 
tion of  his  nation?  Which  affords  him  the  conve- 
nient proof  of  his  nationality,  which  his  person  and 
language  do  not  furnish?  And  to  maintain  which 
the  United  States  should  stand  ready  now-,  as  they 
had  heretofore  done,  to  recur,  if  necessary,  to  the 
ultimate  remedy  of  war? 

One  thing,  in  this  connection,  (Mr.  C.  said)  de- 
served the  interposition  of  this  house.  The  lands- 
man, though  probably  better  able  than  the  mariner 
to  pay  for  nis  passport,  obtained  it  from  the  depart- 
ment of  state  free  of  cost.  The  seaman  ought  to 
have  his  free  of  cost.  The  fee  paid  by  him  to  the 
customs  for  his  protection  ought  to  be  immediately 
abolished,  and  then  the  situation  of  all  citizens,  in 
this  particular,  would  be  equal.  And  he  should 
insist,  if  the  resolution  was  to  be  adopted,  on 
amending  it  to  this  effect. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  expressed  his  astonishment  at 
what  had  fallen  from  the  honorable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Cashing);  this  was  was  the  first  time  he  (Mr.  C.) 
had  even  heard  that  protections  were  given  to  our 
seamen  with  a view  to  their  convenience  when  on 
their  travels  in  foreign  countries. 

He  must  express  his  astonishment  at  the  pertina- 
city with  which  some  members  still  persisted  in 
holding  allegiance  to  the  British  flag.  The  protec- 
tion referred  to  had  nothing  to  do  with  travelling  in 
foreign  countries.  Every  captain  of  a vessel  was 
bound  by  the  law  to  pay  three  months’  wages  to  a 
seaman  if  he  left  him  in  aforeign  port;  if  in  an  is- 
land where  there  was  no  consul  of  ours  residing,  yet 
a captain  dare  not  leave  any  of  his  hands,  because 
the  owners  of  the  vessel  are  liable.  No  protection 
is  necessary  to  the  seaman  for  these  purposes,  and 
therefore,  the  tax  imposed  upon  that  useful  class  is 
both  odious  and  unnecessary.  That  tax,  (Mr.  C. 
observed),  was  not  merely  25  cents  as  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  (Mr.  Cushing),  had  stated;  on  the 
contrary,  it  was  more  than  a dollar.  As  to  the  ori- 


gin which  had  been  assigned  to  these  protections  by 
the  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  /. 
Q.  Adams).  Mr.  C.  desired  that  our  flag  alone  should 
be  a protection  to  our  seamen,  and  not  a paltry  slip 
of  paper  for  which  they  were  made  to  pay  an  oner- 
ous and  odious  tax.  This  was  the  chief  cause  of 
the  last  war,  namely,  that  our  flag  was  not  itself 
alone  a sufficient  protection,  that  it  was  not  suffi- 
ciently respected.  But  as  to  whether  these  protec- 
tions could  operate  in  warding  off  the  calamity  of 
war,  Mr.  C.  ridiculed  the  idea.  He  (Mr.  C.)  must 
beg  the  honorable  gentleman’s  pardon,  (Mr.  J.  Q. 
Adams),  but  really  he  must  say  that  he  (Mr.  A.) 
appeared  to  him  ever  on  the  alert  to  watch  each  lit- 
tle speck  upon  the  horizon  and  make  it  out  as  if  it 
were  a cloud  portending  war;  he  (Mr.  A.)  could  see 
nothing  before  him  on  that  horizon  but  war  and 
blood.  These  laws,  (Mr.  C.  said),  he  had  thought 
for  years  past  were  unnecessary  and  ought  to  be  re- 
pealed; he  hoped,  therefore,  they  would  be  totally 
abolished. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
resolution  as  modified,  and  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Mr  ITtse’s  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a 
select  committee  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the 
different  departments,  together  with  Mr.  Pearce's 
proposed  amendment  to  the  same  resolution,  being 
the  first  thing  in  the  orders  of  the  day — 

The  resolution  having  been  read,  Mr.  Cambre- 
leng moved  that  its  consideration  be  postponed  till 
Thursday  next,  in  order  to  take  up  several  bills 
which  he  deemed  of  great  importance. 

Mr.  Dunlap,  of  Tennessee,  protested  against  the 
further  postponement  of  a decision  upon  Mr.  Wise’s 
resolution.  For  weeks  he  had  wanted  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  house  to  the  business  of  his  con- 
stituents, when  its  proper  order  should  bring  it  up; 
and  he  was  against  interrupting  the  regular  order 
of  business  in  the  manner  proposed  to  favor  any 
particular  bills  before  the  house.  Here  was  a reso- 
lution, he  said,  to  which  no  member  of  the  house 
ought  to  object,  and  least  of  all  ought  the  friends  of 
the  administration,  which  had  been  attacked,  and 
ought  to  court  inquiry  into  its  conduct,  to  resort  to 
this  expedient  of  postponement  to  prevent  action 
upon  it,  &c. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  repelled  the  charge  of  postpon- 
ing this  resolution  in  order  to  evade  the  question  of 
inquiry.  Not  only  in  this,  but  in  the  last  session, 
he  had  voted  affirmatively  on  every  question  involv- 
ing an  inquiry  into  the  affairs  of  government;  the 
only  object  he  now  had  in  view  was  the  public  be- 
nefit, as  several  bills  relating  to  appropriations  of 
immediate  necessity  were  waiting  to  be  passed.  If, 
however,  the  house  should  seem  to  desire  it,  he 
(Mr.  C.)  would  withdraw  his  motion  to  postpone. 

The  house  was  proceeding  to  the  debate  upon 
this  resolution,  when 

Mr.  Pickens  observed  that,  as  he  did  not  see  the 
honorable  mover  of  this  resolution  (Mr.  Wise)  in 
his  seat,  and  as  that  gentleman,  no  doubt,  would  be 
anxious  to  watch  the  progress  of  the  debate,  and 
perhaps  might  wish  to  make  a reply  to  what  had 
been  opposed  to  his  resolution,  perhaps  it  would  be 
according  to  parliamentary  use,  and  respectful  to 
the  mover,  to  postpone  the  subject  until  his  return. 
He  therefore  moved  that  it  be  made  the  special  or- 
der of  the  day  for  Thursday  next. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Harper,  Tuesday  next 
was  substituted,  it  being  doubtful  whether  Mr.  Wise 
would  be  in  his  seat  on  Thursday. 

Mr.  Boon  hoped  the  consideration  of  this  import- 
ant subject  would  not  be  postponed  another  hour; 
for  if  it  were  much  further  postponed,  it  would  be 
too  late  in  the  session  to  obtain  the  information  to  be 
called  for. 

The  question  of  postponement  was  then  put;  and 
a division  being  called  for,  there  appeared  98  for  the 
postponement,  and  51  against  it.  So  the.  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  was  postponed,  and 
made  the  special  order  of  the  day  forTuesday  next. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  regulate  the  disposition,  in 
certain  cases,  of  the  proceeds  of  lands  belonging  to 
the  Indian  tribes,  was  read  a third  time,  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

The  house  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a com- 
miTee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill  concerning  the  mint 
(to  consolidate  all  existing  and  some  other  regula- 
tions concerning  the  mint  and  coinage). 

The  question  being  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Har- 
per to  strike  out  140  grains,  (the  proposed  weight 
for  the  new  cent,)  and  insert  in  lieu  of  it  168  grains, 
the  weight  of  the  present  cent. 

The  debate  on  this  proposition  was  resumed,  in 
which  the  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Cambreleng 
and  Mr.  McKim,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Harper,  and 
at  more  length  and  with  great  earnestness  by  Mr. 
Adams. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Harper  was  finally  agreed  to, 
without  a division;  and  Mr.  Adams  then,  as  the  sec- 


tion had  been  amended,  withdrew  his  motion  to 
strike  out  the  section  respecting  copper  coin- 

Mr.  Harper  Wien  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill, 
so  as  to  reduce  the  minimum  amount  of  gold  and 
silver  bullion  receivable  at  the  mint  forcoiiage  from 
two  hundred  to  one  hundred  dollars;  in  support  of 
which  he  made  some  cogent  observations. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  made  no  opposition  to  this  mo- 
tion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  nem.  con. 

Mr.  Adams  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as 
to  raise  the  proposed  weight  of  “the  dime,  or  tenth 
part  of  a dollar,”  from  40  to  411  grains,  so  as  to 
make  it  correspond  in  weight  with  the  weight  of 
the  new  dollar  (4121  grains).  Unless  this  amend- 
ment was  made,  Mr.  A.  said,  the  bill  would  include 
the  absurdity  of  declaring  that  the  tenth  part  a" 
412^  was  40!  Mr.  A.  protested,  besides,  agaimt 
this  debasement  of  the  dime,  one  of  the  most  usefil 
of  our  coins,  because  it  was  entirely  at  war  wih. 
the  decimal  system,  as  well  as  tending  in  praetce- 
to  introduce  confusion  into  the  currency. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  inclined  to  agree  in  the  propie- 
ty of  this  amendment,  being  as  much  opposed  as 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  depreciaing 
the  coin.  The  reduced  weight  had  been  introdiced. 
into  the  bill  at  the  suggestion  of  the  director  ol  the 
mint-,  from  a desire  that  these  coins  should  be  kept 
in  circulation  by  being  made  less  liable  to  be  exDort- 
ed  or  melted  up,  and  also  because  the  coinage  of 
small  coins  was  more  expensive  to  the  mint  tlanof 
the  large. 

The  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Adams  was  ;grced 
to  without  a division.  The  mint  bill  was  thtn  laid 
aside;  and 

The  bill  (before  the  same  committee)  for  making 
further  appropriations  for  the  suppression  o'  Indian 
hostilities,  was  taken  up  and  read  through,  no  ob- 
jection being  made  to  it. 

Both  the  bills  were  then  reported  to  the  house; 
and  the  amendments  to  the  mint  bill  were  immedi- 
ately taken  up  for  consideration. 

The  question  being  on  concurring  in  the  amend- 
ment which  strikes  out  the  provision  making  cents 
and  half  cents  a legal  tender  for  all  sums  less  than 
a dime,  it  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Gillctt,  who  main- 
tained that  if  the  coin  was  made,  it  ought  to  be  a 
legal  tender  to  some  amount,  if  for  no  more,  at  least 
for  half  a dime;  and  he  made  a motion  so  to  amend 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Adams  suggesting  that  this  amendment  had 
been  introduced  on  the  motion  of  a gentleman  now 
absent,  proposed  on  that  ground  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill,  unless  gentlemen 
would  consent  to  let  the  bill  pass  as  amended. 

Mr.  GiUett's  ^opposition,  however,  was  overruled 
by  the  house;  and  the  amendment  made  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  was  concurred  in  by  the  house: 
yeas  86. 

Mr.  Gillctt  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  12th 
section  (being  all  that  part  of  the  bill  which  estab- 
lishes the  weight  and  value  of  the  copper  coin). 
The  motion  was  negatived,  without  a count;  and 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a third  reading. 

The  Indian  hostilities  appropriation  bill,  as  well 
as  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  payment  of  the 
revolutionary  pensioners,  were  then  also  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a third  reading,  and 

The  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  2S.  Mr.  Howard  reported  a 
bill  to  provide  for  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  of 
limits,  and  the  additional  article  thereto,  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and  the  United  Mexi- 
can States;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tamil, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  causing 
a survey  and  accurate  chart  to  be  made  of  the 
coasts  of  lakes  Ontario  and  Erie. 

Mr.  Love  submitted  the  following  resolution 
which  lies  on  the  table  one  day,  under  the  rule: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  house  the  survey  and  examination 
made  of  a harbor  at  the  east  end  of  Lake  Erie, 
connecting  the  present  harbors  of  Buffalo  and 
Black  Rock,  together  with  his  opinion  of  the  prac- 
ticability of  the  construction  of  said  harbor,  and  of 
its  utility  and  necessity  in  regard  to  the  increasing 
commerce  upon  that  lake. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mann,  of  N.  Y. 

Resolved , That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pre- 
scribing the  effects  of  judgments  of  the  courts  of 
the  United  States  on  liens  in  the  several  states,  and 
regulating  the  fees  of  clerks  of  the  several  districts. 

Mr.  Gideon  Lee  offered  a resolution,  directing 
the  committee  on  the  post  office  and  post  roads  to 
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inquire  into  the  expediency  of  erecting,  or  other- 
wise procuring,  a tire  proof  building  for  the  use  of 
the  post  office  department  in  New  York,  whicli  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Vunderpoel  offered  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office 
and  post  ipads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  abolishing  the  office  of  agent  of  claims 
at  Paris  and  London. 

Mr.  V.  said  we  had  been  going  on  fora  number 
of  years  paying  the  consuls  at  Paris  and  at  London 
$ 2,000  per  annum,  each,  as  the  agents  of  claims. — 
He  could  not  find  any  law  creating  that  office. — 
Originally  there  had  been  some  necessity  for  em- 
ploying such  agents,  but  he  did  not  know  that  there 
were  now  any  claims  requiring  their  attention,  or 
authorising  the  payment  of  these  annual  allowances. 
At  all  events,  let  us  call  things  by  their  right  names. 
If  two  thousand  dollars  were  allowed  to  them  as 
consuls,  be  it  so;  but  the  very  idea  of  allowing  it  to 
them  as  agents  of  claims  was  opposed  to  the  law — 
During  the  past  year,  the  agent  at  London  had 
been  receiving  for  rent,  fuel,  stationary,  &c.  $3*500; 
besides  $2,000  as  agent  of  claims,  and  two  or  three 
thousand  dollars  for  fees. 

Mr.  Taylor  offered  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  revolutionary 
pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  amending  the  third  section  of  the  act  eniitled 
“an  act  granting  half  pay  to  widows  or  orphans 
where  their  husbands  and  fathers  have  died  of 
wounds  received  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States,  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,” approved  July  4,  1836,  so  as  to  extend  the 
provisions  of  that  section  to  all  widows  of  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  war  of  the  revolution  whose 
husbands  were  entitled  to  a pension,  excepting  cases 
of  second  marriage  after  the  termination  of  the  war. 

Mr.  T.  addressed  the  house  at  some  length  in  fa- 
vor of  the  resolution.  After  which,  it  was  adopted. 
Mr.  Hard  offered  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing by  law  for  granting  to  each  of  the  disbanded  of- 
ficers who  served  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain 
a quantity  of  land,  according  to  rank,  as  a remune- 
ration for  sacrifices  and  services  rendered  by  them 
in  that  war. 

A brief  debate  now  ensued  in  which  Messrs. 
Williams,  of  N.  C.  and  Craig  opposed  the  resolu- 
tion and  Messrs.  Hard,  Mann  and  Har/.in  advocat- 
ed it.  Mr.  Craig  at  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks, 
moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  when  Mr. 
Chambers  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered,  and  the  motion  of  Mr.  Craig  agreed  to — 
yeas  121,  nays  70. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gillett, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  creat- 
ing, at  the  seat  of  government,  a board  of  claims  to 
receive  and  examine  all  claims  against  the  govern- 
ment, and  to  report  thereon  to  congress,  for  final 
adjustment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howard, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a naval  academy. 

Mr.  McKennan  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  lies  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  house  what  sums,  if  any,  have  been 
claimed  by  the  respective  disbursing  officers  of  that 
department,  and  what  sums  have  been  allowed  them 
in  the  settlement  of  their  accounts  for  difference  of 
exchange  on  moneys  paid  oat  by  them  since  the 
1st  of  December,  1835,  giving  the  names  of  the  offi- 
cers, the  suras  disbursed  by  each,  and  the  places 
where  the  disbursements  were  made. 

On  motion  of  IVjr.  Chambers,  of  Pennsylvania, 
Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  library  to  eonsder  the  expediency  of  reporting 
a bill  providing  l'qr  the  engraving  and  publication 
of  copies  of  the  various  medals  struck  in  relation  to 
important  events  ia  the  United  States,  before  and 
since  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  with  an  ac- 
count or  statement  pf  the  events  or  occasion  which 
said  medals  were  designed  to  commemorate. 

The  hour  devotee}  to  reports  and  resolutions  hav- 
ing expired,  Mr.  E.  Whittlesey  made  an  ineffectual 
motion  to  suspend  tie  rule  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
tinuing the  call  for  resolutions. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  postmaster  general,  transmitting,  in  obedience 
to  the  act  reorganizing  the  post  office  department, 
passed  July  2,  1836,  m estimate  of  the  sums  of  mo- 
ney expected  to  be  required  for  the  service  of  the 
year  commencing  July  1,  1837,  as  follows,  viz: 

The  transportation  of  the  mails  $3,200,000 
Ship,  steamboat,  and  way  letters  31,000 

Compensation  of  postmasters  . 935,000 

Wrapping  paper  . . 20,000 


Office  furniture 

6,000 

Advertising 

25,000 

Mail  bags 

40,000 

Blanks 

36,000 

Mail  locks,  keys  and  stamps 

9,000 

Mail  depredations  and  special  agents 

12,000 

Clerks  lor  offices 

140,000 

Miscellaneous  .... 

40,000 

$4,494,000 

The  letter  and  estimates  were,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Cambrcleng,  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means. 

Thp  following  engrossed  hills,  viz: 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  regulating  the 
mint  and  fixing  the  weight  of  the  respective  coins; 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  Indian  hosti- 
lities; 

The  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  revolution- 
ary and  other  pensioners  for  the  year  1837;  were 
severally  read  a third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
senate  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Omens  then  moved  that  the  rules  of  the  house 
be  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  calling  for  resolu- 
tions in  the  order  of  tire  states;  on  which  motion  a 
division  was  called  for,  when  there  appeared  for  the 
motion  105,  against  it  32;  the  rules  of  the  house 
were  accordingly  suspended,  and  resolutions  called 
for  in  the  order  of  the  states,  commencing  with  N. 
York. 

Mr.  Harper  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  instructed  forthwith  to  report 
a bill  to  repeal  the  provisions  of  the  tenth  and  twelfth 
clauses  of  the  second  section  of  the  tariff  law  of  the 
14th  July,  1832. 

Borne  observations  were  made  in  various  parts  of 
the  house  upon  this  resolution;  and  Mr.  Cambreleng 
assured  the  honorable  mover  that  a bill  was  already 
prepared  and  would  come  up  to-morrow,  by  which 
the  whole  object  and  aim  of  the  resolution  would  be 
attained.  In  the  end  Mr.  Harper  consented  for  the 
present  to  withdraw  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Galbraith  moved  a resolution  proposing  an 
amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
concerning  the  mode  of  electing  president  and  vice 
president  of  the  United  States,  which  was  referred 
to  the  existing  committee  on  amendments  to  the 
constitution. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  moved  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  com- 
municate to  this  house,  if  within  his  power,  the  di- 
vidends and  surpluses  which  were  declared  by,  and 
the  surpluses  anil  contingent  funds  remaining  in, 
the  several  banks  in  which  the  public  money  is  de- 
posited, for  the  years  1833,  1804,  1835  and  1836. 
severally. 

The  house  having  agreed  now  to  consider  this 
resolution,  a discussion  took  place  on  the  question 
whether  the  inquiry  should  also  extend  to  the  ex- 
penses of  the  banks  as  well  as  to  their  profits.  An 
amendment  to  this  effect  having  been  offered  by 
Mr.  Gillett. 

Mr.  Waddy  Thompson  opposed  this  amendment. 
He  deemed  it  of  no  manner  of  consequence  what 
the  expenses  of  the  banks  might  have  been.  The 
object  of  the  resolution  was  to  ascertain  their  net 
profits,  and  their  expenses  would  of  course  be  first 
deducted.  If  an  inquiry  of  this  nature  should  be 
instituted,  Mr.  T.  flattered  himself  it  would  bring 
to  light  a system  of  corruption  so  vast  and  so  ex- 
tensive, that  no  country  whatever,  be  its  people 
ever  so  virtuous  and  honest,  could  possibly  stand 
before  such  a power  of  corruption.  Mr.  T.  pro- 
ceeded to  instance  the  case  of  a little  bank  in  Mi- 
chigan, with  a very  small  capital,  which  bank  had 
received  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  deposite, 
though  not  entitled,  according  to  its  capital,  to  more 
than  a very  small  proportion  of  that  amount.  Af- 
ter a few  more  observations, 

Mr.  Harlan  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Gillett  by  adding  as  follows:  “and  that  he  state 
also  whether  the  salary  of  an  agent  at  the  seat  of 
the  general  government  compose  a part  of  the  ex- 
penses of  said  banks,  the  name  of  the  agent,  and  the 
several  sums  paid  him  by  said  institutions  respec- 
tively.” 

Mr.  Ilannegan  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table. 

A motion  to  adjourn  was  made  by  Mr.  Boon,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  house  adjourned  without  passing  upon  Mr. 
Garland's  resolution. 

Thursday,  Dec.  29.  Among  the  memorials  pre- 
sented on  Wednesday  was  one  by  Mr.  Galbraith, 
from  James  R.  Snowden  and  twenty-four  others, 
“citizens  of  Pennsylvania,”  suggesting  to  congress 
the  expediency  of  restricting  the  states,  by  an 
amendment  to  the  constitution,  from  incorporating 
banking  companies  and  limiting  them  in  their  is- 


sues of  bank  notes;  representing,  also,  that  the  bank 
incorporated  by  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  by 
the  title  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  is  reissu- 
ing the  notes  of  the  old  bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  inquiring  of  congress  whether  the  fact  be  as 
reported,  and,  if  sc,  whether  there  be  any  means  in 
the  power  of  cong-ess  to  prevent  it. 

This  memorial  Nr.  Galbraith  yesterday  moved  to 
refer  to  a select  ccmmittee;  and,  debate  arising  on 
this  proposition,  L lay  over  till  this  day;  and,  as 
soon  as  the  sitting  was  opened,  the  question  was 
stated  on  the  propped  reference  of  the  memorial. 

A debate  ensuel,  in  which  the  whole  policy  of 
the  monetary  sysbm  of  the  country  was  discussed, 
and  which  occupi-d  the  exclusive  attention  of  the 
house  until  past  tlree  o’clock.  The  house  was  ad- 
dressed by  Mesas.  Galbraith,  Lincoln,  Harper, 
Mann,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Denny,  Chambers,  of  Penn., 
Vanderpoel,  and  i.  Everett. 

Mr.  Lincoln  moved  the  commitment  of  the  me- 
morial to  the  sane  select  committee  to  which  had 
been  referred  thatportion  of  the  president’s  message 
which  relates  to  amendments  of  the  constitution, 
and  all  other  propositions  of  a similar  character. 

Mr.  D.  J.  Peatce  moved  the  commitment  to  the 
committee  of  wars  and  means. 

Mr.  Everett  having  concluded  his  remarks,  Mr. 
Hannegan  called  for  the  previous  question,  which 
the  house  seconded — yeas,  85,  nays  75. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question  of  taking  the  main  question; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were— yeas  108,  nays  84. 
So  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

Mr.  Everett  aiked  that  the  question  might  betak- 
en first  on  that  portion  of  the  memorial  which  re- 
lated to  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  constitu- 
tion; and,  secordly,  on  that  portion  relative  to  the 
issue  by  the  baik  of  Pennsylvania  of  the  old  notes 
of  the  United  States  bank;  and  the  division  was  or- 
dered. 

And  the  main  question  being  on  the  commitment 
of  the  first  portion  of  the  memorial  to  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means,  was  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  negative. 

And  the  second  portion  of  the  main  question  be- 
ing on  the  commitment  of  the  second  part  of  the 
memorial  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  was 
then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

So  the  house  refused  to  commit  the  memorial  to 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  committing  the 
first  portion  of  the  memorial  to  a select  committee, 
as  moved  by  Mr.  Galbraith-,  which  motion  prevailed. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  committing 
the  second  portion  of  the  memorial  to  the  said  se- 
lect committee;  and  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  memorial  was  referred  to  a select  com- 
mittee, to  consist  of  nine  membprs. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  transmitting 
the  report  of  the  naval  commission  who  have  been 
recently  engaged  in  the  examination  of  the  navy 
yard  at  Pensacola,  and  the  report  of  com.  Stewart 
on  the  same  subject. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  obedience 
to  the  resolution  of  the  26th  instant,  transmitting  a 
statement  made  by  the  collector  of  New  York,  un- 
der date  of  the  19th  instant,  viz: 

Amount  of  bonds  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  for 

the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  fire  in  the  city  of  New 

York,  approved  March  19,  1836. 

Amount  renewed  under  the  first  section 

oftheict  $911,020  50 

Do.  do.  second  section  136,142  01 


$1,047,162  51 

Amount  yet  to  be  renewed  under  the 
first  lection  12,233  70 

Do.  second  section  3,600  36 

15,834  06 


$1,062,996  57 

Amoifit  of  bonds  renewed  under  the 
second  section,  paid  59,468  33 

Interist  paid  on  the  same  1,664  37 

$61,132  70 

District  of  N.  Y.  collector’s  office,  Dec.  19,  1836. 

SAM.  SWART WOUT,  collector. 
Mr.  Love,  of  New  York,  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vot<  by  which  was  rejected  the  resolution  present- 
ed yesterday  by  Mr.  Hard,  proposing  an  inquiry 
into  the  expediency  of  granting  bounty  lands  to  the 
ofFcersof  the  United  States  army  who  served  in  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  L.  moved  to  postpone  the  consideration  of 
hi?  motion  to  reconsider  until  Wednesday  next; 
which  motion  prevailed;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
brymour,  the  house  adjourned. 


284 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— DEC.  31,  1836 — SPEECH  OF  MR.  WISE. 


EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENTS. 

MR.  WISE’S  SPEECH. 

In  the  house  of  representatives  on  Tuesday  the 
13th  ult.  Mr.  Wise  arose  and  offered  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  president’s  mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  condition  if  the  various  exe- 
cutive departments,  the  ability  md  integrity  with 
which  they  have  been  conducted  the  vigilant  and 
faithful  discharge  of  the  public  business  in  all  of 
them,  and  the  causes  of  complaint  from  any  quar- 
ter, at  the  manner  in  which  they  have  fulfilled  the 
objects  of  their  creation,  be  referred  to  a select  com- 
mittee, to  consist  of  nine  membirs,  with  power  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers,  an(  with  instructions 
to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  tie  various  execu- 
tive departments,  the  ability  a|d  integrity  with 
which  they  have  been  conducted  into  the  manner 
in  which  the  public  business  hai  been  discharged 
in  all  of  them,  and  into  all  causes  if  complaint,  from 
any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  which  said  depart- 
ments, or  agents  of  every  description  whatever, 
directly  or  indirectly  connected  iith  them  in  any 
manner,  officially  or  unofficially, in  duties  pertain- 
ing to  the  public  interest,  have  fulfilled,  or  failed  to 
accomplish,  the  objects  of  their  creation,  or  have 
violated  their  duties,  or  have  injrred  or  impaired 
the  public  service  and  interest.  Aid  that  said  com- 
mittee, in  its  inquiries,  may  refer  to  such  periods  of 
time  as  to  them  may  seem  expediint  and  proper. 

Mr.  Wise  then  addressed  the  horse  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman:  In  submitting  tie  resolution  of 
reference  which  I have  sent  to  the  chair,  I deem  it 
my  duty  to  offer  some  reflections  ;o  the  house  and 
to  the  country. 

Sir,  this  paper  is  the  last  annual  message  of  An- 
drew Jackson.  The  contemplatioi  of  it  as  such  is 
deeply  affecting  to  the  sincere  lover  of  him,  and  so- 
lemnly mournful  to  the  honest  lover  of  his  country. 

What  should  the  last  annual  message  of  Andrew 
Jackson  have  been?  Who  is  he,  what  has  he  been ? 
The  answer  to  this  question  ought  to  determine 
what  this  last  act  of  its  kind  of  his  should  have 
been. 

A man  of  humble  but  respectable  origin,  he  was 
born  in  the  times  of  his  country’s  travail  for  inde- 
pendence. His  precocious  spirit  of  resistance  to  op- 
pression marked  his  infant  body  with  the  scars  of  the 
revolution.  After  the  times  which  tried  men’s  souls 
had  passed  away;  after  the  blessings  of  freedom  had 
been  secured  by  all  the  muniments  of  the  institu- 
tions of  our  fathers,  the  fruits  of  peace,  and  virtue, 
and  wisdom,  and  jealous  patriotism;  after  varied 
and  chequered  scenes  of  private  and  public  life,  un- 
der a destiny  adverse  onlv  so  far  a3  it  was  full  of 
dangers,  in  games  not  Olympic,  in  contests  not  he- 
roic, we  find  him  in  the  midst  of  his  country’s  se- 
couU  troubles,  a citizen  soldier,  a major  general  of 
the  army  of  the  republic. 

He  “was  ambitious  of  fame;  and  as  long  as  man- 
kind shall  continue  to  bestow  more  liberal  applause 
on  their  destroyers  than  on  their  benefactors,  the 
thirst  of  military  glory  will  ever  be  the  vice  of  the 
most  exalted  characters.”  A bold,  energetic,  and 
dauntless  commander,  he  carried  conquest,  in  spite 
of  all  dangers  and  difficulties,  into  the  wilderness  of 
the  savage  tribes  of  the  southern  frontier;  was  the 
daring  but  successful  and  justified  invader  of  a neu- 
tral territory,  and  finally  “filled  the  measure  of  his 
country’s  glory”  in  defence  of  Orleans,  where  he 
assumed  to  be  the  arbiter  of  martial  lavt,  the  judge 
advocate  of  men’s  allegiance — where  be  conquered 
the  conquerors  of  Napoleon — where  he  professed 
and  practised  submission  to  the  civil  autlority,  and 
where  he  acquired  the  title  of  hero.  And  there  w'as 
created,  I will  not  say  “a  dear-bought  debt  of  grati- 
tude” from  his  country. 

“Hail,  second  saviour!”  was  shouted  From  the 
lips  of  every  grateful  heart,  and  echoed  fr>m  every 
hill  and  valley;  his  name  was  emblazoned  high  on 
the  rolls  of  imperishable  military  fame,  aid  peace 
was  quick  to  hallow'  his  victory.  With  peace  his 
warlike  occupations  were  gone,  but  civil  honors 
were  showered  and  thickened  around  him.  From 
the  camp  he  rose  to  a seat  in  the  senate  chanber — 
for  then  the  senate  chamber  was  higher  (Ian  the 
camp.  He  bore,  or  seemed  to  bear,  his  homrs  pa- 
tiently; but  all  that  had  been  done,  or  coild  be 
done,  it  seemed,  was  not  enough  for  him  in  tie  esti- 
mation of  a generous  people.  He  wras  nomnated 
for  the  first  place  on  earth — the  presidency  ol  these 
united,  sovereign  and  independent  states  of  Ame- 
rica; for  then  these  states  were  united,  sovereigi  and 
independent.  Civilians  and  statesmen,  of  proidest 
names  and  stations,  were  his  competitors,  but  he 
was  the  people’s  candidate  against  men  in  ofice, 
against  the  powers  that  were,  against  their  intrigues, 
their  patronage,  and  their  caucuses;  and  in  emsi- 
deration  thereof,  and  of  his  just  appellation  of  h>ro, 
he  was  most  popular  and  strongest  in  the  plura1  ity 
of  votes  He  was  defeated — defeated  here  in  this 


hall,  in  the  house  of  representatives,  by  men  such 
as  we  are — and  what  we,  the  representatives  of  the 
people  are,  I will  not  name — by  means  I will  not 
describe. 

It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  manner  of  his  de- 
feat was  not  only  enough  to  ensure  his  subsequent 
triumph, but  to  rivet  him  immovably,  right  or  wrong, 
in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen  forever.  He  be- 
came the  champion  of  popular  rights  and  the  elec- 
tive franchise,  against  officeholders  and  officeseek- 
ers — the  favorite  pet  of  the  people,  who  was  to 
scourge  bribery  and  corruption,  whose  name  was  to 
be  a terror  to  all  evil-doers,  whose  policy  was  to  be 
retrenchment  and  reform,  by  whom  the  independence 
of  congress,  of  executive  patronage,  was  to  be  main- 
tained, by  whom  that  patronage  was  to  be  curtailed 
to  harmlessness,  and  in  whom  “the  line  of  safe  pre- 
cedents” was  to  be  broken  and  destroyed.  He  was 
swept  and  rushed  along  on  the  roaring  tide  of  an 
overwhelming  popularity  high  up  into  office,  on  the 
second  flood,  and  that  popularity  has  never  deserted 
him — no  fickleness  in  it,  it  has  never  retired  for  a 
moment;  notwithstanding  strong  winds  which  have 
blown  from  every  point  of  the  compass,  and  oppos- 
ing currents  in  every  direction,  it  has  continued  to 
swell  and  swell,  until  it  has  become  a flood — I will 
not  say,  which  threatens  the  dry  land.  He  came 
into  power  professing  and  proclaiming  the  most  se- 
vere, ay,  stoical  democratic  principles;  the  people 
confided  in  him,  were  bound  to  him  the  closer,  and 
have  never  wavered  yet  in  their  confidence — I will 
not  say,  though  he  has  tried  it  to  the  uttermost.  Un- 
fortunately for  him,  when  he  was  crowned  with  the 
rewards  for  his  military  services,  and  was  inducted 
into  office,  he  not  only  found  “competitors  to  bn  re- 
moved, enemies  to  be  punished,”  hut  he  was  beset 
by  friends  from  whom  he  should  have  put  up  prayers 
to  be  saved.  I will  not  say  that  he  was  lacking  in 
those  magnanimous  qualifications  of  a truly  great 
man,  which  alone  could  rid  him  and  guard  him 
from  these  misfortunes — for  man,  poor  feeble  man, 
is  weak  under  the  most  ordinary  temptations,  and 
his  virtue  must  be  strong  who  presides  in  a palace 
— but  misfortunes  they  were. 

So  it  was,  he  was  buoyed  up  in  the  affections  of 
the  sovereign  people.  Has  he  done  wrong?  He 
was  popular.  Has  he  done  worse  than  wrong?  He 
was  popular,  and  he  was  the  president  who  could 
do  no  wrong,  in  whom  popularity  was  joined  with 
power  and  patronage.  lias  ruthless  proscription 
for  opinion’s  sake  turned  faithful  public  servants 
out  of  their  employments,  and  snatched  from  the 
mouths  of  their  families  their  bread?  We  are  told 
the  president  ordered  the  removals,  and  the  people 
had  sanctioned  proscription!  Has  favoritism  filled 
tho  vacancies  which  proscription  has  made,  with 
the  servile  tools  of  party  to  do  the  bidding  of  power? 
We  are  told  that  the  president  had  need  of  his  own 
friends,  and  that  the  people  have  sanctioned  the 
maxim,  “that  to  the  victors  belong  the  spoils!” — 
Have  the  highest  and  richest  offices,  worth  more 
than  half  of  a million,  been  bestowed  as  rewards 
upon  members  of  congress,  and  has  “corruption  be- 
come the  order  of  the  day?”  We  are  told  that  the 
president  was  the  best  judge  of  the  selection  of  high 
functionaries,  and  that  the  people  have  sanctioned 
the  “order  of  the  day!”  As  “till  the  reign  of  Seve- 
rus,  the  virtue  and  even  the  good  sense  of  the  em- 
perors had  been  distinguished" by  their  zeal  or  affect- 
ed reverence  for  the  Roman  senate,  and  by  a tender 
regard  to  the  nice  frame  of  civil  policy  instituted  by 
Augustus,”  so  had  the  virtue  and  even  the  good 
sense  of  preceding  presidents,  till  the  reign  ot  "An- 
drew Jackson,  been  distinguished  by  their  zeal  and 
reverence  for  the  American  senate,  and  by  a tender 
regard  for  the  nice  frame  of  civil  policy  instituted 
by  the  fathers  of  our  republic!  Had  “his  youth,” 
like  that  of  Severus,  “been  trained  in  the  implicit 
obedience  of  camps,  and  his  riper  years  spent  in  the 
despotism  of  military  command,  could  not  his  haugh- 
ty and  inflexible  spirit  discover,  or  would  he  not 
acknowledge,  the  advantage  of  preserving  an  inter- 
mediate power,  however  imaginary,  between  the 
emperor  and  the  army?” 

As  in  the  reign  of  Severus  was  “the  senate  filled 
with  polished  and  eloquent  slaves  from  the  eastern 
(and  I may  add  southern)  provinces,  who  justified 
personal  flattery  by  speculative  principles  of  servi- 
tude?” Have  the  lawyers  of  his  reign,  whom  I will 
not  call  Papinians  or  Paulusses,  or  Ulpians,  “con- 
curred in  teaching  that  the  imperial  authority  was 
held  not  by  the  delegated  commission,  but  by  the 
irrevocable  resignation  of  the  senate?  and  that  the 
emperor  might  destroy  vested  rights  and  the  incor- 
porations of  law  by  his  sic  volo?”  We  are  told  that 
the  aristocratic  senate  had  dared  to  offend  the  ma- 
jesty of  the  president,  and  that  the  people  have 
sanctioned  the  word  “expunge!”  Has  the  indepen- 
dence of  congress  been  totally  destroyed  by  corrupt 
bribes  and  the  power  of  appointing  members  to  of- 
fice? 


We  are  told  that  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple are  selected  to  do  the  will  of  tie  president,  and 
that  the  people  have  sanctioned  the  creed  that  these 
can  be  no  treason  to  the  country  so  long  as  there  is 
fidelity  to  “the  party.”  Has  the  president  “assum- 
ed the  responsibility,”  seized  the  custody  and  the 
control  of  the  public  money  in  defiance  of  all  law 
and  precedent,  and  placed  them  in  the  hands  of  a 
traitor,  and  a perjured  knave?  We  arc  told  that  the 
monster  bank  was  his  enemy,  and  that  the  people 
have  sanctioned  the  “union  of  the  purse  and  the 
sword.”  Has  he  assumed  to  himself  judicial  pow- 
ers and  the  prerogative  to  administer  the  laws  and 
the  constitution  according  to  his  own  interpretation 
and  his  own  irresponsible  will?  We  are  told  that 
the  president’s  conscience  alone  is  concerned  in  their 
execution,  and  that  the  people  have  sanctioned  in  him 
tht  power  of  imperial  magistrate.  As  imperial  ma- 
gistrate has  he  “assumed  the  conduct  and  style  of  a 
sovereign  and  conqueror,  and  exercised,  without 
disguise,  the  whole  legislative  as  well  as  executive 
power?”  We  are  told  that  the  president  is  “the 
government,”  and  that  the  people  have  sanctioned 
the  pretension  that  all  offices  and  their  powers  are 
his!  Have  the  expenditures  of  his  administration 
increased  and  grown  enormously  beyond  all  exam- 
ple, to  38  millions  from  15  millions,  without  a cent 
of  public  debt  to  be  paid  ? We  are  told  that  the 
president  is  the  best  judge  of  the  wants  of  the  coun- 
try. and  that  the  people  have  sanctioned  wasteful  and 
profligate  extravagance ! Have  thousands  and  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  been  expended  on  east  rooms, 
and  gravel  walks,  and  all  the  regalia  of  a palace  in 
fact, fora  republican  officer  in  form?  We  are  told 
that  the  president’s  court  should  be  as  splendid  as 
any  king’s,  and  that  the  people  have  sanctioned 
royalty  ! Has  the  patronage  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment been  tremendously  increased  and  exerted  in 
conflict  with  the  freedom  of  elections  ? We  are 
told  that  the  reign  of  the  president  should  be  perpe- 
tuated, and  that  the  people  have  sanctioned  the  in- 
terference of  officeholders  with  the  elective  fran- 
chise ! Has  the  currency  of  the  country  been  to- 
tally deranged,  and  is  there  danger  of  a universal 
crash  in  trade  and  finance?  We  arc  told  that  the 
president’s  golden  experiment  must,  be  fully  tested 
to  our  hearts’  content,  and  that  the  people  have 
sanctioned  the  “inverted  pyramid”  of  local  bank 
paper  rags  which  threatens  to  totter  over  our  heads  ! 
Has  “the  fine  theory  of  a republic  insensibly  va- 
nished, ard  made  way  for  the  more  natural  and  sub- 
stantial feelings  of  a monarchy  ? AVe  are  told  that 
the  president  maybe  a Icing  by  the  will  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  that  the"  people  have  already  consented  to 
the  change  ! Has  the  president  been  “freed  from 
the  restraint  of  civil  laws,  can  he  command  by  his 
arbitrary  will  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  his  subjects, 
and,”  finally,  “has  he  disposed  of  the  empire  as  of 
his  private  patrimony”  by  nominating  and  electing 
his  successor?  We  are  told  that  the  president  was 
entitled  to  his  right  of  election  as  well  as  other  men, 
and  that  the  people  have  sanctioned  and  submitted 
to  his  dictation ! 

Sir,  let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  Let  no  one  in- 
fer that  I am  indulging  in  any  tirade  against  the 
president,  or  tha1  I am  venting  any  spleen  whatev- 
er. No,  sir;  no.  Far,  far  be  it  from  me  now,  now 
when  it  is  too  lab,  if  ever  it  was  right  and  proper 
to  indulge  in  stronger  invective  against  a chief  ma- 
gistrate than  truth  and  patriotism  required.  He  of 
whom  I speak  is,  1 deeply  regiet,  now  lying  on  the 
couch  of  human  suffering,  the  last,  I fear,  from 
what  I am  told,  of  his  suffering  in  this  world  of  sor- 
row. I too  have  sewed  him  with  more  than  half 
the  zeal  I ever  served  a more  omnipotent  master. — 
He  will,  if  he  lives,  soon  retiie  irom  the  polacc  of 
power  and  resign  all  the  pomp  and  circumstance  of 
state  and  station  into  other  lands,  which  are  to 
reign  after  him.  Rod  grant,  si,’,  that  his  retirement 
may  be  that  peaceful  and  calm  and  blessed  retire- 
ment from  the  harrissing  carts  of  office  which  be- 
longs to  wisdom,  virtue,  and  :he  consciousness  of 
being  a public  benefactor — such  as  was  illustrated 
in  the  examples  of  a AVash  ngton  and  a Madi- 
son. My  prayer  fervently  is.  that  he  may  yet  live 
long  at  his  beloved  Hermitage,  in  the  holy  retreat  of 
his  own  private  sanctuary,  aid  spend  the  decline  of 
his  days  in  solemn  reflections  upon  the  scenes  and 
events  of  a longlife,  most  actvely  spentin  deeds  big 
with  the  fate  of  a country  hi  has  defended,  and  of 
its  institutions  “hallowed  bythe  wisdom  of  sages, 
and  consecrated  by  the  blood  of  heroes.”  May  he 
live  long  to  witness  the  effects  of  his  errors,  if  er- 
rors he  has  committed,  to  acknowledge  and  repent 
of  them;  and  in  like  manner  to  enjoy  the  blessings 
of  his  administration,  if  of  r.ny  blessings  it  has  been 
fruitful.  No,  sir;  my  meaning  is  not  now  to  con- 
demn the  president,  but  to  defend,  the  people.  This 
is  the  sole  object  of  the  questions  I have  put.  I do 
not  mean  to  accuse  the  president  of  all  these  enor- 
mities against  civil  liberty,  of  which  I have  asked 
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— Is  he  guilty ? Nor  do  I admit,  if  he  is  guilty  of  I 
them,  that  the  people  have  sanctioned  ail  or  any 
which  I have  enumerated.  But,  sir,  I merely  state 
the  fact,  that  the  party  who  claim  to  hold  him  in 
keeping,  and  to  hold  on  to  his  power  after  him, 
claim  and  tell  us  that  the  people  nave  yielded  eve- 
ry thing  worth  preserving,  and  have  sanctioned  all 
these  enormities,  and  more  and  worse.  What  their 
object  may  be  in  admitting  these  encroachments, 
and  in  claiming  that  the  people  have  sanctioned  and 
approved  them,  I know  not,  unless  they  mean  here- 
after to  rely  upon  most  “unsafe  precedents !”  The 
fact  is  alarmingly  so,  that  these  claims  are  now  set 
up,  going  so  far  as  to  asperse  the  people  whom  they 
affect  so  much  to  reverence  with  approving  and 
sanctioning  proscription,  corruption, arbitrary  pow- 
er, the  destruction  of  the  checks  and  bilances  of 
the  government,  profligate  extravaga.nce  in  its  ad- 
ministration, executive  dictation,  roya  lty  itself,  and 
a caucus  succession  in  an  elective  monarchy  ! In 
advance,  I warn  them  that  I now  deny  the  fact  that 
the  people  have  sanctioned  or  approved  of  any  such 
unpardonable  sins  against  them  or  their  only  bul- 
warks of  safety.  If  this  people  have  yielded  alrea- 
dy what  “the  party”  claim,  they  would  have  yield- 
ed all  for  which  their  fathers  fought;  and  those  fa- 
thers would  rise,  if  the  mighty  dead  could  rise, 
from  their  very  graves  to  reproach  their  debased 
degeneracy,  and  their  cruel  injustice  alike  to  them 
and  all  posterity. 

I have  done  no  wrong  to  Jackson,  then,  as  all 
candid  minds  will  bear  me  witness;  I have  given 
him  credit  for  “every  captive  he  has  brought  to 
Rome.”  At  the  same  time,  I do  not  mean  to  say 
he  has  not  committed  many  grievous  errors.  For 
many  of  them  I can  well  account,  though  I cannot 
pardon.  We  are  taught  in  history  that  “suspicious 
princes  often  promote  the  last  of  mankind  from 
vain  persuasion,  that  those  who  have  no  depend- 
ence, except  on  their  favor,  will  have  no  attach- 
ment, except  to  the  person  of  their  benefactor.” 
Thus  were  the  Perennises  and  Oleanders  promoted 
by  a Commodus,  and  such  ministers  were  well 
qualified  to  drive  from  the  esteem  of  such  a prince 
the  “faithful  councillors  to  whom  a Marcus  had  re- 
commended his  son.”  The  one  “a  servile  and  am- 
bitious minister,  who  had  obtained  his  post  by  the 
murder  of  his  predecessor,  but  who  possessed  a con- 
siderable share  of  vigor  and  ability;”  the  other  “was 
a Phrygian  by  birth,  of  a nation  over  whose  stub- 
born but  servile  temper  blows  only  could  prevail. 
He  had  been  sent  from  his  native  country  to  Rome 
in  the  capacity  of  a slave.  As  a slave  he  entered 
the  imperial  palace,  rendered  himself  useful  to  his 
masters’  passions,  and  rapidly  ascended  to  the  most 
exalted  station  which  a subject  could  enjoy.’  His 
influence  over  the  mind  of  Commodus  was  much 
greater  than  that  of  his  predecessor.  Avarice  was 
the  reigning  passion  of  his  soul,  and  the  great  prin- 
ciple of  his  administration.  The  rank  of  consul, 
of  patrician,  of  senator  was  exposed  to  public  sale. 
In  the  lucrative  provincial  employments  the  minis- 
ter shared  with  the  governor  the  spoils  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  execution  of  the  laws  was  venal  and  ar- 
bitrary.” 

Is  it  astonishing  that,  with  ministers  like  those 
of  Commodus,  tempted  as  they  were  by  the  public 
money  in  deposite,  and  by  the  vast  public  domain 
of  this  nation,  stretching  over  rivers  and  lakes,  and 
prairies  of  unbounded  extent  and  inexhaustible  fer- 
tility, Jackson  was  duped,  and  the  public  deposites 
were  removed  within  reach  of  Perennis  and  Clean- 
der?  Again,  sir,  an  incident  in  the  history  of  this 
same  emperor,  very  similar  to  the  one  in  the  history 
of  onr  own  president  accounts  for  his  hostility  to 
the  Roman  senate.  “One  evening,  as  the  emperor 
was  returning  to  the  palace  through  a dark  and 
narrow  portico,  in  the  amphitheatre,  an  assassin, 
who  waited  his  passage,  rushed  upon  him,  with  a 
drawn  sword,  loudly  exclaiming,  “The  senate  sends 
you  this.”  The  conspiracy  was  proved  to  have 
been  formed  not  in  the  senate,  but  within  the  walls 
of  the  palace.”  But  “the  words  of  the  assassin 
sunk  deep  in  the  mind  of  Commodus,  and  left  an 
indelible  impression  of  fear  and  hatred  against  the 
whole  body  of  the  senate.  The  Delators,  a race  of 
men  discouraged,  and  almost  extinguished  under 
the  former  reigns,  again  became  formidable  as  soon 
as  they  discovered  that  the  emperor  was  desirous  of 
finding  disaffection  and  treason  in  the  senate.”  Sir, 
we  all  know  that  in  the  snapping  of  a percussion 
cap  the  president  heard  distinctly  the  words,  “The 
senate  sends  you  this” — that  that  detestable  race  of 
men  called  Delators  were  ready  to  swear  that  the 
conspiracy  was  formed  in  Ihe  senate;  and,  if  there 
was  not  a better  reason,  perhaps  to  the  act  of  a mad- 
man now  coufined  in  prison  might  be  ascribed  the 
president’s  past  hostility  to  the  senate.  But  there 
is  a better  reason.  “By  declaring  themselves  the 
protectors  of  the  people,  Marius  and  Csesar  subvert- 
ed the  constitution  of  their  country.”  And  per- 


haps, in  the  histories  of  Marius  and  Carsar,  our  mo- 
dern Cleanders  learned  that  an  “ humble  and  disarm- 
ed” senate  is  always  “found  a tractable  and  useful 
instrument  of  dominion.” 

In  a certain  event,  if  the  election  of  president 
had  failed  in  this  house,  an  “humbled  and  disarmed 
senate”  might  have  been  found — a “tractable  and 
useful  instrument,”  indeed,  to  elect  an  Eglatabulus, 
under  whom  another  Hierocles  might  have  enjoyed 
the  honor  of  being  “empress,  husband;”  and  under 
whom  a “dancer  might  have  been  made  praefect  of 
the  city,  a charioteer  praefect  of  the  watch,  a bar- 
ber praefect  of  the  provisions,”  and  all  “recommend- 
ed as  fit  officers — enormitale  meinbroniin!”  Sir,  I 
might  enumerate  numberless  such  excuses  for  num- 
berless such  errors  of  the  president,  or  rather  of  the 
president’s  ministers.  But  enough  has  been  said, 
and  I mean  not  to  condemn  or  accuse  him,  I repeat, 
but  defend  the  people  whom  “the  party”  accuse 
and  condemn. 

If  it  be  true,  as  we  are  told,  and  I do  not  say  it  is 
not  true,  that  the  president  has  made  and  unmade 
men  in  office,  has  proscribed  the  faithful,  has  cor- 
rupted the  pure,  has  humbled  and  disarmed  the  se- 
nate, has  made  the  house  of  representatives  servile 
and  dependent,  has  seized  and  squandered  the  pub- 
lic money,  has  deranged  the  currency  and  endanger- 
ed every  man’s  estate,  has  controlled  elections,  has 
assumed  royal  prerogatives,  made  himself  a king 
and  a king  his  successor;  and  if  it  be  also  true, 
which  I utterly  deny,  that  the  people  have  sanc- 
tioned all  this  exercise  of  absolute  power,  I ask 
gentlemen  of  all  parties,  those  even  who  claim  to 
be  the  exclusive  keepers  of  the  king’s  conscience, 
if  this  does  not  prove  one  virtue — the  virtue  of  con- 
stancy, at  least,  in  the  people  ? Have  they  not  been 
constant  and  confiding  beyond  measure  in  their  at- 
tachment to  him  ? Has  their  fault  not  been  in  too 
much  confidence  and  constancy  ? 

If  what  they  say  be  true,  and  it  is  a main  argu- 
ment with  them,  that  “the  voice  of  the  people  is 
the  voice  of  God;”  that  whatever  Jackson  has  done 
they  have  sanctioned;  that  he  spake  and  they  willed 
it;  that  he  vetoed,  and  they  voted  with  him;  that  he 
dictated,  and  they  obeyed,  is  this  not  proof  positive 
that  their  affections  and  their  voices  have  ever  sus- 
tained, have  ever  animated,  have  ever  indulged, 
have  ever  justified  and  excused  him  ? Such  unex- 
ampled confidence,  such  unexampled  constancy, 
such  unexampled  attachment  and  affection  were 
never  witnessed  before  in  any  people  towards  any 
ruler;  and  I put  it  to  the  candor  and  sense  of  justice 
of  all  men  to  say  whether  what  the  people  have 
yielded  to  their  favorite  has  not  been  more,  trebly 
more,  than  reward  enough  for  all  his  services  and  sa- 
crifices, however  great?  Admitting  the  debt  of 
their  gratitude  to  him  to  have  beon  over  so  great,  I 
ask  if  the  debt  has  not  been  more  than  paid  ? Whe- 
ther the  president  does  not  now  owe  more  than  he 
can  ever  pay  to  a generous  people,  who  have  con- 
fidingly, to  a criminal  degree,  entrusted  him  with 
their  all — their  honors,  their  rights,  their  liberties, 
their  sovereign  power?  Sir,  what  can  one  aged 
man,  fast  hurrying  to  the  grave,  pay  to  a people  in 
consideration  of  what  all  the  treasures  of  earth,  and 
all  the  blood  of  them  and  their  children,  may  not 
buy?  Nothing!  Nothing!  Yes,  yes,  there  is  one 
boon,  one  sacred  legacy,  of  inestimable  value, 
which,  in  parting  from  them  and  the  world,  he  might 
have  left  them.  He  might  have  left  them  the  lega- 
cy of  a patriot’s  advice.  He  might  have  left  them 
the  truth,  and  solemnly  imprinted  it  upon  their 
minds  and  memories  forever,  that  “they  had  trusted 
him  too  much,”  and  his  advice  to  them,  “never,  ne- 
ver in  their  history,  to  trust  another  man  as  they 
had  trusted  him,”  and  he  might  have  returned  to 
them  their  trust,  and  have  restored  them  to  their 
senses.  This,  and  this  only,  would  have  repaid 
them.  It  would  have  restored  to  them  what  has 
been  taken  from  them,  which  alone  can  compensate 
for  itself. 

The  last  message  of  such  a president  to  such  a 
people  should  have  been  the  “farewell”  of  a father 
to  his  children.  It  should  have  been  deep  in  wis- 
dom, profound  in  its  philosophy,  hallowed  in  its 
lessons  of  virtue,  calm  in  its  tone  and  temper  of 
reason,  eloquent  in  its  appeals,  sublime  in  its  mo- 
ral, and  passionate  only  in  its  fervent  affection.  It 
should  have  been  the  legacy  of  Augustus  to  his 
successors,  the  “farewell”  address  of  Washington 
to  his  countrymen! 

But  this  is  the  last  annual  message  of  Andrew 
Jackson!  I would,  for  him  and  his  country,  that  it 
was  any  thing  but  what  it  is.  And  why  is  it  what 
it  is?  Gentlemen  will  pardon  me — I mean  nothing 
disrespectful  to  the  president — when  I say  the)'’ 
know  it  is  due  to  candor  and  truth  to  say — it  is 
what  it  is,  because  it  is  not  ihe  message  at  all  of 
* Andrew  Jackson!  They  know  that,  immediately 
upon  the  adjournment  of  the  last  session  of  con- 
gress, the  president  and  his  prime  ministers  were 
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dispersed  from  ther  duties  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, and  from  the  cares  of  public  business,  on 
their  respective  missions  to  the  states  of  this  union. 
He  of  state  bore  despatches  to  Georgia,  and  “the 
old  chief  himself”  vas  lugged  along  through  West- 
ern Virginia,  over 

“Rits  and  ridges, 

“Aid  bridges 
“Mule  of  planks 
“Inopen  ranks” 

to  Tennessee  and  Alabama.  It  is  a pity,  sir,  that 
more  of  the  people  had  not  witnessed  the  executive 
electioneering  tout,  for  then,  perhaps,  more  of  the 
states  would  nave  bllowed  the  example  of  Georgia 
and  Tennessee,  neither  of  which  could  be  seduced 
or  intimidated  intc  the  support  of  “the  man” — a 
Tennessee  toast  slid,  “the  dog”— as  well  as  “the 
master.”  I am  tod  that  they  carried  him  about 
like  a lion  for  shov,  and  made  him  roar  like  a lion. 
They  had  catechisns  prepared  for  him,  and  the  ne- 
gotiations of  the  nission  were  conducted  by  pre- 
concerted question)  and  answers.  A crowd  would 
collect — on  the  highway  or  in  the  bar-rooms,  no 
matter  which — anl  some  “village  politician”  of 
“the  party”  wouldinquire — “What  think  you,  ge- 
neral, of  such  a min?”  In  a loud  tone,  much  too 
stentorian  for  those  lungs  which  are  now  lacerated, 
the  answer  rung— “He  is  a traitor,  sir.”  “There, 
there!”  repeated  ;he  demagogues  to  the  crowd, 
“did  you  not  hear  that?”  “What  think  you  of 
another,  general?”  “He  is  a liar,  sir!”  “What  of 
another?”  “He  is  a black  cockade  federalist!” 
Of  another.  “He  made  a speech  for  which  he  paid 
some  stenographs  five  dollars!”  And  another 
was — “Of  no  account — no  account,  sir,  and  ought 
to  be  sent  home  to  have  his  place  supplied  by  a 
more  efficient  man;”  and  another  was — “Upon  the 
fence,  sir — upon  hn  fence!”  “But,  general,  what 
think  you  of  Mr.  (the  first  time  Reuben  was  ever 
called  Mister! ) Riuben  M.  Whitney?”  “There  is 
no  just  cause  of  complaint  against  Mr.  Whitney, 
sir;  he  is  as  true  i patriot  as  ever  was;  they  are  all 
liars  who  accuse  him  of  aught  wrong,  and  the  offi- 
cial documents  prove  them  to  be  so!”  All  the 
while  these  responses  were  repeated  by  the  dea- 
cons of  the  service,  and  the  people  were  called  to 
give  heed  to  them.  Those  who  saw  the  farce  and 
the  frauds  did  heed  them,  sir — did  heed  them. 

My  friend  (Mr.  P.)  told  them  that  they  would 
kill  him:  that  there  was  too  much  travel  and  fa- 
tigue; too  much  standing  and  talking;  too  much 
bustle  and  excitement  for  a weak  and  infirm  old 
man  to  bear.  But  still,  they  showed  him  about,  in 
the  heat  of  summer,  and  still  they  made  him  roar, 
until  he  frightened  the  people,  who  at  last  began 
to  apprehend  he  was  a lion  come  to  devour  their 
freedom  <vf  auo  au  clac  they  valued  as 

dear.  Defeated  In  his  mission,  he  at  length  became 
disgusted  himself,  chagrined  and  mortified,  ire 
returned  to  Washington  through  Ohio,  and,  by  the 
Guyandotte  route,  through  Virginia  again,  and  has 
been  sick  and  disabled  ever  since.  The  loss  of 
Tennessee,  particularly  the  Hermitage,  excited  him 
still  more,  and  this  renewed  excitement  may  have 
caused  that  hemorrhage  at  the  lungs,  which  has 
been  pouring  out  the  current  of  his  life.  At  no 
moment  since  his  return  has  he  been  able  to  write 
or  dictate  a message.  There  he  has  been  lying,  as 
it  were,  a dead  lion,  who  could  not  even  “shake 
the  dew  drop  from  his  mane,”  and  his  couch  of  in- 
firmity has  been  haunted  by  the  Perennises  and 
Cleanders  of  bis  palace  as  by  vampires.  In  their 
hands  has  he  fallen,  and  it  is  because  this  “last  an- 
nual message ” comes  to  us  and  the  country  reeking 
with  the  fumes  of  the  kitchen  cabinet,  that  it  is 
what  it  is! 

What  is  it?  The  worst  as  well  as  the  last  annual 
message  which  Andrew  Jackson  ever  wrote — I had 
like  to  have  said,  ever  sent  to  both  houses  of  con- 
gress. Its  vanity  and  egotism — its  profane  hypo- 
crisy and  solemn  mockery  of  the  good  man’s  sup- 
plications to  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  universe — 
its  sophistical  nonsense,  showing  its  duplicity  to  a 
foreign  power,  and  concealing  its  real  policy  from 
ourselves-rits  low,  ad  captandum  arguments,  ad- 
dressed to  all  the  prejudices  of  ignorance  and 
passion,  tp  justify  the  most  shameless  attacks  upon 
the  currency  for  the  vile  purposes  of  licensed  de- 
predators (in  the  public  lands — its  glaring  falsehoods 
as  to  the  most  important  facts  of  trade,  currency, 
banks  of  deposite  and  finance — its  electioneering, 
continually  harping  upon  an  institution  dead  in 
fact,  and;hrice  wounded  since  dead — its  oft-repeat- 
ed homil)  against  one  good  bank,  and  its  unblush- 
ing reconmendation,  in  the  same  breath,  of  nearly 
half  one  hundred  bad  and  irresponsible  banks — its 
disingenious  attempts  to  reconcile  glaring  incon- 
sistenciffi  of  the  president  on  the  deposite  and  dis- 
tribution measures — its  pitiful  apologies  for  the  dis- 
j grace  ofour  arms  by  Oseola — its  bold  recommenda- 
I tion  of  cn  increase  of  the  standing  army — its  unjust 
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attempt  to  cast  censure,  due  to  tile  errors  and  blun- 
ders of  the  administration  itself,  Upon  the  shoulders 
of  an  innocent  state  oificer,  and  then  calling  for  an 
appropriation  to  repair  these  sajie  errors,  which  it 
says  are  not  those  of  this  government — its  false 
claim  of  a national  policy,  founded  in  humanity 
toward  the  Indians — its  reiterate^  jesuitical  recom- 
mendation of  an  amendment  of  the  constitution  as 
to  the  election  of  president,  ivhich  was  never 
meant  to  be  carried  into  effect  by  “the  party,”  or 
to  be  any  thing  more  than  a tojic  with  which  to 
prejudice  the  people’s  minds  aganst  an  election  by 

the  house — its  impudent  boast  'e  

and  patriotism  of  the  successor 
patronage  and  dictation  have  su 
— its  shallow  political  economy- 
— its  arts  of  vile  deception  ann  humbuggery — its 
rankling  venom  of  party  spirit — Its  miserable  rheto- 
ric, sinking  below  criticism — its  grovelling  moral 
sentiment — its  total  want  of  all  «age  counsel  or  ad- 
vice, and  of  all  pathos  and  feeling — are  all  equalled 
only  by  its  false  certificate  in  chief  to  “the  prosper- 
ous condition  of  all  the  various  executive  depart- 
ments,” to  “the  ability  and  integrity”  with 
which  they  have  been  conducted,  and  to  the  fact  of 
the  president’s  belief,  “that  there  is  no  just  cause 
of  complaint  from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in 
which  they  have  fulfilled  the  objects  of  their  crea- 
tion!” 

Now,  sir,  complaints  have  teen  loudly  made 
from  various  quarters,  by  this  house  and  in  the 
jrress,  by  responsible  persons,  as  to  the  condition 
of  most  of  the  executive  departments,  and  as  to  the 
want  of  ability  and  integrity  wit!  which  they  have 
been  conducted;  and  investigations  by  us  of  the 
truth  or  falsehood,  justice  or  injustice,  of  these 
complaints,  have,  heretofore,  been  doggedly  and 
repeatedly  refused.  “The  parly”  were  content 
with  the  mere  affirmation  by  the  president  to  the 
crowd,  of  their  innocence  and  purity,  when  he 
knew  no  more  about  their  guilt  than  he  knew  of 
the  facts  of  a certain  event  in  this  capital  last 
winter,  of  Which  you  and  I,  Mr.  Chairman,  knew 
all,  and  more  than  we  wanted  to  know;  about 
which,  if  the  Tennessee  papers  are  to  be  believed, 
the  president  has  given  another  certificate,  though 
he  was  more  than  a mile  01T,  and  there  were  at 
least  seven  fathoms  of  bricks  and  mortar  and  ston 
between  him  and  the  place  of  the  occurrence. — 
They  have  made  him  a witness  in  both  cases  where 
it  was  impossible  for  him  to  be  a witness,  and  in 
giving  his  testimony  he  has  been  compelled  to  re- 
sort to  his  “imagination  for  his  facts.”  I cared 
nothing  about  the  certificates  of  the  president  so 
long  as  they  abided  in  the  ephemeral  form  of  heated 
partisan  declarations  along  tli,.  public  roads,  or  so 
lono- as  they  were  read  from  the  stump  merely  a 
mousand  miles  olf.  But,  sir,  this  “ certificate  in 
chief  ” is  no  longer  a mere  tavern  ipse  dixit  on  the 
highway,  but  it  is  to  be  filed  in  the  archives  of  this 
government  as  part  and  parcel  of  the  “ last  annual 
message ” of  the  greatest  and  best!!  Perennis  and 
Oleander  have  certified  to  their  own  good  behavior, 
innocence  and  purity,  have  incorporated  their  cer- 
tificate in  the  “last  annual  message,”  and  have 
affixed  to  it  the  official  manual  of  Andrew  Jackson! 

Is  this  certificate  true?  I put  it  to  gentlemen  if 
it  be  not  true,  whether  injustice  has  not  been  done 
to  Andrew  Jackson,  to  those  who  have  uttered  just 
complaints,  and  to  the  public  service,  by  this  auda- 
cious forged  self-acquittal? 

Is  it  true  or  false,  that  the  various  executive  de- 
partments have  been  conducted  with  ability  and  in- 
tegrity, and  that  they  are  in  a prosperous  condition? 
That  is  the  issue.  How  is  it  to  be  tried?  Will  gen- 
tlemen tell  me  that  the  president  has  tried  the  issue 
already,  and  that  they  are  content  with  his  certifi- 
cate in  form?  Sir,  I begin  this  sessicn  as  I ended 
the  last  session,  by  asking  the  opportunity  and  pow- 
er, and  by  claiming  the  right  of  an  investigation  by 
a committee,  an  efficient,  able  and  fair  committee, 
with  full  power  to  eviscerate  the  truth.  The  truth 
is  all  I desire.  / make  no  accusations,  no  com- 
plaints, except  of  the  denial  of  investigation. 

If  all  have  been  conducted  with  ability  and  inte- 
grity, the  departments  have  nothing  to  fear,  and  in- 
vestigation may  do  great  good.  If  it  dees  not  find 
and  expose  past  fraud  and  corruption,  it  may  pre- 
vent much  evil  hereafter,  by  the  fear  of  scrutiny.  I 
do  sincerely,  from  the  best  of  motives,  earnestly  de- 
sire to  see  the  doors  of  the  treasury  deprrtment,  of 
the  land  offices,  of  the  Indian  bureau,  ard  of  other 
departments  and  offices,  thrown  open  t>  full  and 
fair  investigation.  We  then  can  have  tie  facts  of 
which  to  judge  for  ourselves,  and  on  which  to  make 
up  our  own  verdict.  It  is  the  duty  of  thegrand  in- 
quest to  find  or  ignore  a bill  for  itself,  aid  of  the 
venire  to  try  the  issue  and  find  a verdict  for  itself. 
No  judge,  much  more  no  party,  shall  find  a bill,  true 
or  false,  or  render  a verdict  for  them.  Clianse  the 
Augean  stables,  say  I,  and  I say  more.  The  Nu- 


i midian  king,  when  he  was  carried  a captive  to 
Rome,  and  saw  the  corruptions  of  her  citizens,  re- 
turned from  the  city  with  contempt,  and  said — 
“give  me  wealth,  and  I will  buy  up  the  whole  re- 
public.” Fanny  Wright,  I believe,  uttered  a truth, 
that  whenever  you  see  two  men  talking  together, 
there  are  ten  chances  to  one  they  are  talking  on  one 
of  three  subjects — “trade,  politics  or  religion.”  The  | 
three  subjects  have,  since  she  wrote  the  remarks,  j 
entirely  amalgamated  into  two.  Trade  and  politics 
have  now  become  one.  Some  of  the  priests,  I am  | 
told,  are  offering  to  join  the  union,  and  mammon  is  ! 
the  god  of  this  day’s  worship.  Trade,  sir,  trade 
swallows  up  every  thing! 

Tell  me  not  this  is  the  short  session.  Investiga- 
tion was  refused,  last  winter,  when  the  session  was 
long.  I know,  sir,  that  this  is  an  inauspicious  period, 
perhaps,  to  expect  gentlemen  to  look  back  at  the 
past,  or  to  pause  a moment  on  the  present.  I know 
that  every  eye  is  turned,  and  every  mind  of  gentle- 
men is  bent  towards  the  future.  “Coming  events, 
which  cast  their  shadows  before,”  are  much  more 
dazzling  to  their  hopes  and  fancies,  than  painful 
truths  of  the  past  or  the  present  are  to  their  memo- 
ries or  their  wills.  They  know,  sir,  that  some  of 
the  swarm  of  “conservatives’"  which  are  now  fat  and 
full  of  the  blood  of  the  treasury,  must  be  driven  olf 
for  some  of  the  lank  and  hungry  “loco  foco”  flies, 
who  are  voraciously  eager  to  light  upon  this  poor 
body  politic  of  ours.  All  things  may  not  become 
new,  but  there  must  be  some  changes;  and  for 
every  change  there  will  be  some  impatient  ex- 
pectant. I know  that  general  Jackson  has  been 
made  to  say  in  this  “last  annual  message” — “He 
that  cometh  after  me  is  mightier  than  I”  but  he  has 
not  been  made  to  add — “Whose  fan  is  in  his  hand,” 
and  “he  will  throughly  purge  his  floor.”  Sir,  lest 
he  may  not  purge  his  floor  1 wish  it  to  be  swept 
clean  for  him  before  he  comes  in,  so  that  Jackson 
may  not  be  blarped  after  he  is  gone. 

Certain  it  is  I cannot  anticipate;  time  must  deve- 
lope  the  course  and  the  policy  of  the  coming  adminis- 
tration. And  let.  no  one  accuse  me  of  commencing 
an  attack  upon  it  in  advance.  No,  sir;  so  far  from 
it  though  I hold  Mr.  Van  Buren  responsible  for 
most  of  the  mischief  that  has  been  done,  and  most 
that  is  now  doing;  though  he  has  been  the  caucus 
candidate  for  the  presidency,  and  was  the  nomi- 
nated successor;  though  he  is  elected  by  executive 
patronage,  corruption  and  dictation;  though  he  suc- 
ceeds at  the  expense  of  the  elective  franchise;  though 
he  is  a minority  president,  and  has  promised  to  fol- 
low generally  in  the  footsteps  of  this  kitchen  cabi- 
net administration;  yet,  if  he  bravely  dares  to  falsi- 
fy that  promise,  “more  honored  in  the  breach  than 
i’n  tho  observance;”  if  he  will  kick  away  the  base 
ladders  by  which  he  has  climbed  to  the  height  of 
his  ambition;  if  he  will  now  leave  Falstaffwhere  he 
found  him,  and  array  around  him  the  wisdom,  in- 
telligence, and  virtue  of  the  country,  and  base  his 
administration  on  a sound,  elevated  and  enlightened 
policy,  free  from  corruption,  and  purely  patriotic, 
uncontaminated  by  party,  I will  pledge  my  humble 
support  to  his  measures,  though  I never  can  support 
the  man,  or  pardon  the  past  examples  he  has  set. 
And  why  cannot  I support  the  man  whilst  I ap- 
prove his  measures?  For  the  very  reason  that  lie 
has  not  “entered  in  at  the  straight  gate.”  I shall  al- 
ways eschew  the  example  which  has  been  set  in 
1S36,  as  I did  that  of  1325,  in  the  election  of  president 
of  these  United  States.  The  one  example  has  been 
rebuked  with  a vengeance — the  other  will  not  be 
forgiven  by  me. 

Sir,  in  this  contest  one  great  battle  only  has  been 
fought  between  power  and  the  people.  The  result 
is  known.  The  conflict  was  not  decisive, and  must, 
as  long  as  there  is  an  honest  heart  to  hope  for  free- 
dom— shall  go  on,  until  constitutional  liberty,  law, 
the  independence  of  the  people,  and  their  represen- 
tatives, honesty,  truth  and  justice,  are  triumphant, 
or  all  are  fettered  in  a despot’s  chains.  Defeated, 
but  not  conquered;  checked  by  the  Praetorian  bands 
of  patronage,  but  notarrested  in  their  onward  march; 
the  patriot  armv  is  not  discouraged  or  dismayed; 
smitten,  but  not  struck  down,  the  fiagof  the  country 
is  still  flying!  Defeat  may  drive  some,  the  craven 
or  the  cormorant  of  spoils,  from  the  standard  of  the 
true  and  the  brave,  but  to  the  firm  and  proud  spirits 
of  the  patriot  band  I would  say  “Who  shall  separate 
us  from  the  love  of  country?"  Shall  defeat?  Ano- 
ther such  defeat  will  be  a glorious  victory!  In  this 
“we  are  more  than  conquerors,”  for  I am  persuaded 
that  neither  office,  nor  bribe,  nor  principalities,  nor 
powers,  nor  things  present,  northings  to  come,  shall 
be  able  to  separate  us  from  the  love  of  our  country 
its  laws,  and  its  liberties!  God  only  knows  in  whose 
name  this  victory  shall  be  achieved;  it  matters  not; 
but  this  I know,  be  he  who  he  may,  his  cause  will 
be  consecrated  by  the  toils,  the  prayers,  the  sacrifi- 
ces, and  the  hopes  of  the  unsubdued  and  unterrified 
freeman.  No,  sir;  lot  no  man  despair  of  the  repub- 


lic. The  fight  is  not  yet  ended.  The  people  are 
not  yet  vanquished.  Theirhostsare  withdrawn  on- 
ly for  the  moment  to  recruit  their  forces,  anil  to  re- 
pair their  broken  weapons.  The  weapons  of  our 
warfare  are  the  weapons  of  truth.  It  shall  be  my 
duty  to  assist  in  pointing  anew  its  spears  and  its 
lances. 

The  question  on  the  resolution  was  then  taken 
without  futther  debate,  and  carried:  ayes  SC,  noes 
78. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  THE 
GENERAL  LAND  OFFICE. 

General  land  office,  Dec.  1,  1S36. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  herewith  to  present  state- 
ments exhibiting  the  operations  of  the  several  land 
offices  for  the  year  1835,  and  the  first,  second  and 
third  quarters  of  the  year  1836,  indicating  the  quan- 
tity of  land  soli;  the  amount  of  cash  and  scrip  re- 
ceived in  payment  therefor;  the  amount  of  the  in- 
cidental expenses,  and  the  amount  of  moneys  paid 
into  the  treasury  by  the  receivers  of  public  money, 
during  the  said  period.  See  tables  marked  A and 
B. 

Transmitted  herewith,  are  also  copies  of  the  es- 
timates of  appropriation  required  by  this  branch  of 
the  public  service  during  the  ensuing  year,  viz: 

For  the  general  land  office,  see  paper  marked  C. 

The  act  of  4th  of  July,  1836,  entitled  “an  act  to 
reorganize  the  general  land  office,”  having  omitted 
to  make  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries 
of  the  officers  and  clerks  whom  it  authorised  to  be 
employed,  the  paper  marked  C also  indicates  the 
amount  required  to  be  appropriated  to  meet  pay- 
ment for  those  Salaries  to  31st  December,  1836. 

For  the  office  of  the  surveyors  general,  see  paper 
marked  D. 

For  surveying  the  public  lands,  see  paper  mark- 
ed E. 

Document  marked  F is  composed  of  a circular 
letter  addressed  to  the  surveyors  general,  on  the 
first  September,  1S36,  together  with  their  replies 
theretex,  in  relation  to  their  estimates  for  the  ensuing 
year,  and  the  progress  and  present  condition  of  the 
public  surveys.  F No.  2 is  a compilation  of  those 
estimates. 

In  the  surveying  district  composed  of  the  states 
of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Michigan,  the  amount  of  land 
surveved,  and  of  lands  yet  to  he  offered  for  sale,  re- 
main the  same  as  represented  in  the  last  annual  re- 
port of  the  late  commissioner.  The  new  surveys 
in  these  districts,  to  be  effected  under  instructions 
recently  issued,  embrace  all  the  former  small  Indian 
reservations  ceded  under  treaties  made  this  year 
with  the  Pottawatamie,  Chippewa  and  Wyandot  In- 
dians, and  all  that  portion  of  Michigan  not  hereto- 
fore surveyed,  which  borders  upon  Lake  Michigan, 
south  of  Thunder  Bay  river,  and  north  of  Grand 
river,  estinated  at  about  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  townships. 

In  Wisconsin  territory,  formerly  designated  Mi- 
chigan, west  of  Lake  Michigan.  In  addition  to 
the  returns  of  the  sixty-five  tow  nships  in  the  Green 
Bay  district,  alluded  to  in  the  report  of  last  year, 
and  which  have  since  been  received,  the  office  has 
been  advised  of  the  completion  of  the  balance  of  the 
surveys  in  this  district,  amounting  to  one  hundred 
and  nineteen  townships  and  fractional  townships 
making  in  the  aggregate  about  one  hundred  and 
eighty  four  townships  and  fractional  townships  sur- 
veyed, and  vet  to  be  offered  lor  sale;  being  all  the 
lands  in  the  Wisconsin  territory  oust  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  ex- 
tinguished. The  necessary  instructions  have  been 
issued  for  the  survey  of  tile  Sac  and  Fox  cession 
west  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  binding  on  the 
river,  which  wasCedod  by  treaty  on  the  21st  of  Sep- 
tember, 1832.  and  estimated  to  contn.n  two  hundred 
and  fifty  townships,  and  also  for  laying  off  the  towns 
named  in  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  congress,  ap- 
proved on  the  second  day  of  July,  which  are  situat- 
ed on  this  tract. 

In  Missouri  and  Illinois.  Since  the  report  of  the 
late  surveyor  general,  ( 30th  January,  1836),  was 
submitted  to  congress,  (now  forming  document  No. 
215,  II.  R.  1st  session,  24th  congress),  no  returns 
of  surveys  have  been  made  to  this  office,  with  the 
exception  of  the  two  townships  on  Rock  river.  Illi- 
nois, which  were  surveyed  for  the  Polish  exiles. — 
The  communication  from  the  present  surveyor  ge- 
nera), dated  3d  November,  1836,  and  the  accompa- 
nying papers  marked  A,  B and  C,  afford  all  the  in- 
formation received  respecting  the  present  situation 
of  the  field  and  office  work  of  the  surveying  district 
composed  of  Ihose  two  states.  The  present  sur- 
veyor general  having  only  recently  entered  upon 
the  duties  of  his  office,  cannot  be  expected  yet.  to 
have  had  time  and  opportunity  of  entering  fully 
into  the  state  of  the  arrears.  He  remarks  in  his 
communication  above  referred  to,  “that  the  only 
work  now  going  on  in  the  field  is  as  lollows: 
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“By  Joseph  Montgomery,  who  is  completing  the 
surveys  under  his  contract  of  1834. 

“By  D.  A.  Spaulding,  who  is  finishing  his  con- 
tract of  the  9th  June,  1835. 

“And  by  Jesse  Applegate,  under  his  contract  of 
the  25th  day  of  May  of  the  present  jrear.” 

It  being  doubtful  from  the  foregoing  report,  whe- 
ther the  field  work  of  the  three  contracts  it  enu- 
merates constitutes  all  the  field  work  to  be  complet- 
ed of  the  outstanding  contracts,  or  simply  the  amount 
of  field  work  at  present  prosecuting,  the  surveyor 
general  has  been  again  written  to  for  more  precise 
information. 

On  referring  to  pages  10  and  11  of  the  surveyor 
general’s  report  of  January  30,  1836,  it  appears  that 
the  returns  of  36  townships  in  Missouri,  &nd  of  134 
townships  in  Illinois,  from  the  field  notes  df  which 
the  plats  had  been  constructed,  were  at  tha\date 
in  his  office.  This  is  all  the  certain  information 
now  in  possession  of  this  office,  in  relation  to  the 
returns  of  the  field  work  of  the  contracts  exhibited 
in  the  Iist3. 

In  Arkansas  nearly  all  the  lands  that  have  been 
surveyed  and  returned  to  this  office  have  been  of- 
fered for  sale.  The  outstanding  contracts  for  sur- 
veying at  the  commencement  of  the  present  year 
embraced  the  exteriors  of  69  townships,  and  the 
subdivision  of  60  townships,  as  will  appear  by  the 
last  annual  report  of  the  surveyor  general  then  in 
office  which  accompanied  the  report  of  the  com- 
missioner, of  December  5.  1835,  (see  document  H. 
R.  1st  session  24th  congress),  to  which,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  expected  report  of  the  present  incum- 
bent, I beg  leave  to  refer.  The  surveys  recom- 
mended in  the  surveyor  general’s  report,  just  re- 
ferred, constitute  the  new  surveys  which  have  been 
ordered  this  year,  amounted  in  all  to  110  townships 
and  fractional  townships,  selected  in  different  parts 
of  the  state,  with  a vietv  to  the  public  accommoda- 
tion; of  these,  60  townships  are  to  be  subdivided 
for  market. 

In  Louisiana.  There  are  in  this  state,  prepared 
for  market,  but  not  yet  offered  for  sale,  250  town- 
ships and  fractional  townships,  situated  chiefly  in 
the  south  eastern  district,  and  in  the  north  end  of 
the  Opelousas  (south  western)  district,  near  the 
great  raft  of  Red  river,  and  110  townships  known 
to  be  surveyed,  the  returns  of  which  have  not  yet 
been  received.  In  addition  to  the  survey  of  private 
claims,  &c.  already  in  progress,  the  surveyor  gene- 
ral has  been  instructed  respecting  the  survey  of  the 
tract  recently  ceded  by  the  Caddo  Indians,  on  the 
great  raft  of  Red  river,  which,  it  is  said,  may  be  es- 
timated at  one  million  of  acres. 

In  Mississippi.  With  the  exception  of  about  40 
townships,  situated  chiefly  in  the  Chochuma  dis- 
trict, and  upon  the  south  boundary  of  the  Chickasaw 
cession,  all  the  lands,  in  this  state,  north  of  the  31st 
degree  of  latitude  have  been  surveyed,  and,  except 
8 townships  recently  returned  have  been  brought 
into  market.  The  expected  report  of  the  newly 
appointed  surveyor  general  for  this  state,  on  the 
condition  of  the  surveys  in  his  district  and  the  de- 
tails of  his  office,  has  not  been  received;  but,  as 
soon  after  its  arrival  as  practicable,  the  instructions 
alluded  to  in  the  commissioner’s  report  of  last.year, 
relative  to  the  examination  of  their  errors  in  locat- 
ing and  surveying  the  confirmed  private  claims 
south  of  the  31st  degree  of  latitude,  will  be  renew- 
ed. 

The  expectations  expressed  in  the  commissioner’s 
report  of  last  year,  in  regard  to  the  progress  of  the 
surveys  in  the  Chickasaw  cession  of  1832,  have  been 
fulfilled.  The  plats  of  307  townships  and  fractional 
townships  (including  the  portion  of  the  cession  in 
Alabama)  have  been  returned  to  this  office;  and 
249  of  them  having  been  proclaimed  for  sale,  58 
townships  and  fractional  townships  remain  to  be 
offered;  the  survey  of  the  remainder  of  the  cession, 
estimated  to  be  about  equal  to  30,  is  nearly  com- 
pleted, and  will  be  finished  it  is  expected,  in  a short 
time  after  the  running  of  the  line  separating  this 
cession  of  1830,  now  in  progress,  is  completed. — 
These  townships  are  situated  near  that  line,  and  in 
the  south  western  part  of  the  cession,  near  the  Mis- 
sissippi. 

In  Alabama.  AVith  the  exception  of  the  Cherokee 
lands  recently  ceded,  and  a few  islands  in  the  Ten- 
nessee river,  and  fractions  of  townships,  situated 
chiefly  upon  the  unsettled  eastern  boundary  of  the 
state,  and  those  south  of  31  degree  of  latitude,  and 
all  the  lands  have  been  surveyed  and  offered  for 
sale.  The  eastern  boundary  line  of  the  state  not 
having  been  yet  determined,  so  far  as  this  office  is 
informed,  the  instructions  have  been  withheld  for 
closing  the  public  surveys  upon  that  line,  for  which 
a special  appropriation  of  $1,000  was  made  at  the 
last  session  of  congress;  which,  therefore,  has  not 
been  expended.  As  these  surveys  must  remain  un- 
finished, to  the  serious  injury  of  a large  number  of 
settlers  on  the  lands,  and  in  their  immediate  vicini- 


ty, until  the  line  in  question  is  recognized  by  the 
the  proper  authorities,  it  is  hoped  that  early  steps 
now  taken  for  its  final  adjustment,  either  by  re- 
cognizing the  line  said  to  have  been  already  run  and 
marked  under  the  authority  of  the  state  of  Georgia, 
or  by  causing  a new  line  to  be  run. 

In  Florida.  In  consequence  of  continual  Indian 
hostilities,  the  surveying  operations  in  this  district 
have  been  suspended,  and  will  have  to  remain  so 
until  the  removal  of  the  Seminole  Indians  shall  be 
effected.  There  are  at  present  211  townships  and 
fractional  townships  prepared  for  market,  but  not 
offered  for  sale,  all  of  which  are  situated  east  of  the 
Suwannee  river,  and  north  of  the  Wythlacoochee 
river.  The  surveys  in  the  western  portion  of  the 
territory  have,  for  the  most  part,  been  completed, 
and  the  lands  brought  into  market. 

Interspersed  throughout  the  different  surveying 
districts  there  are  a number  of  tracts,  portions  of 
townships,  islands  and  swamps,  susceptible  of  being 
reclaimed,  &c.  which,  from  various  causes,  were 
not  surveyed  at  the  time  of  the  survey  of  the  conti- 
guous lands.  The  present  enhanced  value  of  most 
of  those  tracts  appears  to  render  them  matters  of 
public  interest,  which  is  increasing  every  year;  and 
it  is  regretted  that  the  frequent  attempts  to  effect 
the  survey  of  them  have  hitherto  failed,  by  reason 
of  the  inadequacy  of  the  present  maximum  of  com- 
pensation. 

The  frequent  inquiries  and  great  interest  mani- 
fested in  relation  to  lands  of  this  description,  induc- 
ed this  office,  in  the  circular  letter  of  1st  September 
last,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  surveyors  general  to 
the  subject,  and  to  require  them  to  estimate  speci- 
fically for  the  cost  of  all  such  work.  In  pursuance 
of  such  instruction,  it  will  be  perceived,  from  the 
accompanying  documents,  that  the  surveyor  gene- 
ral of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Michigan  and  the  surveyor 
general  of  Florida,  have  both  estimated  for  survey- 
ing unfinished  portions  of  townships,  islands,  lakes, 
8cc.  at  an  average  of  five  dollars  per  mile;  and  the 
surveyors  general  of  Alabama  and  Louisiana  have 
both  estimated,  for  a similar  description  of  work,  at 
a price  not  exceeding  eight  dollars  per  mile.  And 
it  will  be  perceived  that  those  specific  estimates  are 
taken  into  view,  in  the  estimate  of  surveying  ex- 
penses for  the  next  year,  submitted  by  this  office. 

The  paper  G,  herewith  transmitted,  is  a state- 
ment shewing  the  amount  of  forfeited  land  stock, 
issued  and  surrendered  at  the  United  States  land 
offices,  to  the  30th  September,  1836;  also,  the 
amount  of  military  land  scrip  surrendered  to  the 
same  period. 

The  paper  H,  is  an  exhibit  of  the  periods  to 
which  the  monthly  accounts  of  the  registers  and  re- 
ceivers of  the  public  land  offices  have  been  render- 
ed, and  showing  the  balance  of  cash  in  the  receiv- 
ers’ hands  at  the  date  of  the  last  monthly  accounts 
current,  and  the  periods  to  which  the  receivers’ 
quarterly  accounts  have  been  rendered. 

Land  scrip  and  Virginia  military  surveys. 

Since  the  last  annual  report  from  this  office,  the 
second  section  of  the  act  entitled  “an  act  making 
appropriation  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses 
of  government  for  the  year  1835,”  has  been  compli- 
ed with,  by  issuing  of  scrip,  in  satisfaction  of  all 
the  Virginia  military  warrants  surrendered  to  the 
first  day  of  September  of  that  year,  with  the  excep- 
tion of’ about  thirty-eight  thousand  acres  on  war- 
rants suspended  by  reason  of  defects  in  the  title 
papers,  but  which,  it  is  expected,  will  be  speedily 
completed.  Considerable  progress  has  also  been 
made  during  the  same  period,  in  the  issuing  of  pa- 
tents on  surveys  founded  on  Arirginia  military  war- 
rants; and  the  office  indulges  the  hope  that  all  the 
remaining  cases  will  be  disposed  of  prior  to  the  date 
of  the  next  annual  report. 

The  issuing  of  the  patents  for  lands  sold — pre-emption 
claims. 

The  pre-emption  claims  under  the  act  of  June 
19,  1834,  and  those  under  the  different  acts  of  1814, 
1816,  1830,  1832  and  1833,  have  had  a tendency  to 
delay  the  issuing  of  the  patents  for  lands  sold,  in 
nearly  all  the  United  States  land  offices.  The  late 
law  granted  to  the  settlers  the  term  of  two  years  from 
the  date  of  its  passage,  at  any  time  during  which 
they  might  establish  their  claim,  and  make  payment 
therefor,  But  in  case  the  lands  were  proclaimed 
for  public,  sale  during  the  continuance  of  the  pre- 
emption term,  the  pre-emption  was  required  to  be 
established  before  the  commencement  of  such  pub- 
lic sale. 

The  ordinary  private  entries  being  permitted  to 
proceed  during  the  whole  term  of  operation  of  the 
pre-emption  law,  it  has  resulted  that  numerous  in- 
stances exist  where  the  land  to  which  pre-emption 
claims  have  been  satisfactorily  established  are  disco- 
vered to  have  been  previously  entered  at  ordinary  pri- 
vate sale.  The  consequence  has  been,  that  no  patents 
for  lands  sold  in  any  land  districts  during  the  pre- 


|emption  term,  (fnm  19th  June,  1834,  to  19th  June 
1 1836,)  could  with  safety  be  issued  until  after  the  re- 
[ceiptofthe  Junereturns  for  1836  affording  evidence 
of  the  entire  ainomtof  pre-emption  claims  admitted 
under  the  law.  In  addition  to  this  cause  of  delay 
in  the  issuing  of  ratents,  it  has  been  made  the  duty 
of  this  office  to  nview  the  whole  of  the  evidences 
on  which  pre-enption  claims  were  admitted  in 
order  to  ascertaii  that  the  provisions  of  the  law 
had  been  fairly  complied  with  in  each  case — a 
labor  which  has  (ccupied  a large  share  of  attention, 
and  which  has  so  far  progressed  as  to  admit  of  the 
release  of  the  certificates  of  purchase,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  patenting, in  the  Helena  and  Fayetteville  dis- 
tricts, in  Arkansas;  in  all  the  districts  of  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana, Michigan,  ard  Missouri;  the  districts  of  Caha- 
ba  and  Demopolis,  in  Alabama;  the  Green  Bay  dis- 
trict in  AVisconsin;  and  the  Mount  Salus  (now  Jack- 
son)  district,  in  Mississippi,  so  that  with  some  few 
exceptions,  the  patents  for  lands  sold  in  the  enume- 
rated districts  will  be  no  longerdelayed  by  pre-emp- 
tion claims. 

The  number  of  certificates  of  purchase  issued  at 
the  land  officers  during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th 
of  September  last  is  found  to  be  184,949. 

The  present  aggregate  number  of  certificates  of 
purchase  remaining  in  this  office,  on  which  patents 
are  to  be  issued  is  ascertained  to  be  263,017.  Of 
these  it  may  be  remarked  that  a large  portion  in- 
cludes several  tracts,  instances  being  numerous 
where  they  require  the  issuing  of  from  ten  to  twen- 
ty separate  patents. 

Recorder’s  office. 

Since  the  commencement  of  operations  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  recorder  of  the  general  land  office,  in 
August  last,  with  a much  smaller  force  than  is  in- 
tended to  be  permanently  allotted  to  the  duties  of 
that  bureau,  (of  writing,  recording  and  transmit- 
ting patents),  there  have  been  written  therein  21,724 
patents,  and  21,661  have  been  recorded.  In  addi- 
tion to  which  there  have  been  otherwise  prepared, 
since  the  act  of  reorganization,  4,680  patents  all  of 
which  bear  date  subsequent  to  that  act. 

Much  interruption  of  the  regular  course  of  busi- 
ness in  that  bureau  resulted  from  the  unavoidable 
necessity  connected  with  general  official  conveni- 
ence, of  frequently  detaching  from  it,  at  different 
periods,  many  of  the  persons  there  employed,  for 
the  purpose  of  assigning  them  to  duty  on  other 
branches  of  the  office.  From  this  canse  it  may  be 
said  the  bureau  has  but  recently  been  operating  with 
an  unchanged  regular  force,  and  that  if  no  necessity 
for  the  interruption  alluded  to  had  existed,  a hea- 
vier amount  of  work  would  have  been  accomplished 
during  the  same  period. 

Sipec  the  date  of  the  lost  annual  report,  the  num- 
ber of  patents  actually  transmitted,  together  with 
those  now  in  immediate  course  of  transmission,  to 
the  district  land  offices,  is  80,940,  bearing  date  pri- 
or to  the  act  of  reorganization. 

The  absence  of  the  solicitor,  provided  for  this 
office  by  the  act  of  reorganization,  has  no  doubt, 
prevented  as  rapid  a progress  in  deciding  cases  of 
conflicting  pre-emption  claims  as  might  have  result- 
ed under  the  complete  organization  of  the  pre-emp- 
tion bureau.  Iam  happy,  however, in  beingenabled 
to  state  that,  since  the  adjournment  of  congress,  a 
very  considerable  number  of  cases  of  contested  pre- 
emption claims  have  been  settled,  or  placed  in  pro- 
per train  for  final  decision,  many  of  which  are  pe- 
culiarly complicated. 

The  registry  of  the  sales  of  public  lands  (a  labor 
independently  necessary  in  order  to  impose  a test 
to  the  accuracy  of  the  operations  of  the  land  offices), 
has  progressed  with  unexampled  rapidity,  since  the 
increased  means  of  executing  the  duties  of  this 
office  have  been  placed  at  its  disposal. 

The  impediments  of  the  issuing  of  patents  for 
sales  of  public  lands  in  the  Louisiana  districts, 
hitherto  existing,  are  in  rapid  process  of  being  re- 
moved, so  far  a3  operations  in  this  office  are  con- 
cerned; and  this  subject  will  receive  that  degree  of 
special  attention  which  its  importance  imperatively 
demands. 

In  conclusion,  I have  to  state  that,  under  the  pr>- 
visions  of  the  Chickasaw  treaties,  of  the  20th  of 
October,  1832,  and  24th  of  May,  1S34,  the  sale*  of 
the  lands  ceded  thereby  commenced  in  Ponitoc, Mis- 
sissippi, on  the  first  Monday  in  January  last  and 
by  the  retnrns  made  to  this  office,  it  appears  t'at,  up 
to  the  30th  of  September  last,  they  amountel  to  the 
sum  of  $1,080,118  61.  The  operations  o'  that  of- 
fice are  not  included  in  any  of  the  statements  here- 
with furnished  as  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  con- 
stitute a fund  for  the  benefit  of  that  kibe,  and  are 
available  to  the  treasury  for  the  general  purposes 
of  the  government. 

All  of  w’hiehof  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  M.  MOORE,  acting 
commissioner  of  the  general  land  office. 
Hem.  Levi  Woodbury , secretary  of  the  treasury. 
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FOREIGN  CHRONICLE. 

How  to  astonish  a custom  house  officer.  A French 
paper  states  that  an  amusing  ackenture  lately  oc- 
curred at  Boulogne.  A lady  stepped  out  of  a packet 
boat  which  had  just  arrived  at  ;he  wharf,  with  a 
small  box  under  her  arm.  Some  ippearance  of  fur, 
which  appeared  through  a crevi  e in  the  box,  at- 
tracted the  notice  of  a vigilant  ;ustom  house  of- 
ficer, who  immediately  suspected  that  some  smug- 
gling trick  was  about  being  placed.  He  stopped 
the  lady,  and  rudely  insisted  on  examining  the  box. 
It  was  delivered  to  him  with  apparent  reluctance. 
But  he  had  no  sooner  put  his  hind  on  the  cover, 
than  it  sprang  oft',  and  a hideous  figure  about  3 feet 
high,  arrayed  in  the  most  uncouth  costume,  started 
out  of  the  box!  It  was  one  of  those  children’s 
toys  called  magicians,  manufactured  for  the  amuse- 
ment of  children,  when  by  the  means  of  an  elastic 
wire,  an  object  is  made  to  start  from  the  box,  on 
removing  the  cover.  This  unfortunately  for  the 
officer,  happened  to  be  of  an  unusual  size — and  he 
was  so  terrified  at  the  unexpected  and  horrid  spec- 
tacle, that  uttering  one  shriek,  he  dropped  the  ob- 
ject of  his  fears,  and  fled  in  dismay  from  the  quay! 

Hay.  An  English  paper  of  a late  date  mentions 
that  a vessel  was  about  to  sail  from  Aberdeen  for 
the  United  States,  with  62  tons  of  hay,  and  another 
larger  cargo  was  to  follow  from  the  Clyde. 

The  latest  Paris  letters  mention  the  occurrence 
of  three  heavy  failures  of  houses  in  that  city.  There 
had  also  been  three  extensive  failures  in  Antwerp. 
It  is  added  that  neither  of  them  has  any  connection 
with  the  United  States. 

A late  Smyrna  paper  states  that  a literary  and 
scientific  society  has  just  been  formed  at  Cairo 
under  the  title  of  the  Egyptian  society,  whose  prin- 
cipal object  is  to  collect  in  an  immense  library  all 
the  works  ancient  and  modern,  relating  to  Egypt, 
and  to  allow  travellers  who,  being  introduced  by  a 
member,  have  the  privilege  of  visiting  the  establish- 
ment gratis,  all  the  information  they  may  desire  re- 
lative to  their  travels  through  the  country  profitably 
and  economically. 

Rio  Grande,  October  14.  Information  was  re- 
ceived a few  days  since,  of  the  entire  defeat  of  the 
revolutionary  forces  near  Port  Alegre,  and  of  their 
commander  and  most  of  his  officers  having  been 
made  prisoners.  This,  it  is  generally  supposed, 
will  put  an  end  to  the  war  in  a short  time. 

We  regret  to  learn,  by  a letter  from  Edinburgh, 
that  sir  Robert  Liston  died  at  his  country  seat  near 
that  city,  about  the  close  of  October.  He  lived  to  a 
most  venerable  age,  since  he  must  have  been  up- 
wards of  ninety  years  old  when  he  died.  He  will 
be  remembered  by  many  of  our  citizens  as  an  am- 
bassador from  the  court  of  St.  James  to  this  re- 
public, before  its  political  capital  had  been  remov- 
ed to  Washington.  [Phil.  Gaz. 

The  winter  in  the  British  provinces  appears  to  have 
been  unusually  mild.  The  St.  Andrews  Standard 
of  the  15th  instant  says:  “The  unusual  mildness 

and  salubrity  of  the  weather,  which  we  have  ex- 
perienced for  some  time  back,  are  the  theme  of 
common  congratulation.”  The  St.  John,  (N.  B.) 
Courier  of  the  10th,  says:  “The  weather  for  some 
time  past  has  been  truly  delightful;  this  morning 
it  is  more  like  May  than  December.” 

Shipwrecks.  A report  to  the  British  house  of 
commons  on  shipwrecks,  states  that  the  whole  loss 
of  British  shipping  at  sea  amounts  to  nearly 
£ 3,000,000  per  annum,  and  the  loss  of  lives  to  1,000 
each  year. 

Public  roads  in  England.  The  English  expend 
one  million  pounds  annually  in  the  repairand  main- 
tenance of  their  public  roads;  they  are  about  20,000 
miles  in  length. 

Mr.  Cass,  appointed  United  States  minister  to 
France,  arrived  at  Portsmouth,  England,  November 
2d,  in  the  Quebec,  22  days  from  New  York. 

During  the  past  year  there  were  destroyed  in  the 
different  provinces  in  Sweden  the  following  num- 
b>r  of  animals  of  prey;  144  bears,  586  wolves,  316 
Jyrxes,  7,892  foxes,  2,505  eagles,  and  other  raven- 
oil:  birds.  This  was  exclusive  of  the  slaughter  by 
private  hunting  parties. 

Hirrible!  A Nova  Scotia  paper  informs  us  that  a 
housewas  lately  burnt  in  Western  Bey,  Newfound- 
land, aid  melancholy  to  relate,  six  children,  the  only 
inmates  at  the  time,  were  burnt  to  cinders  ! The 
parents  were  absent  in  another  part  of  the  island. 

Great  full,  of  snow  throughou  t France.  There  had 
been  much  snow,  more  especially  in  the  south  of 
France.  This  happening  before  the  close  of  Octo- 
ber is  deemed  a rare  occurrence.  At  Toulon  and 
Marseilles  the  mountains  were  covered,  and  there 
were  severe  gales  on  the  coast.  The  roads  were 


so  choked  up  with  the  snow,  Oct.  29,  at  Marseilles,  I 
that  the  diligence  was  detained  some  time.  The 
olives  are  not  injured,  and  no  serious  injury  to  the 
vintage  is  apprehended,  as  experience  proves  that 
the  light  frosts  usual  at  the  beginning  of  November 
gives  a desirable  flavor  to  the  grapes  of  Saint  Cyr, 
Les  Coteux  and  Breze,  which  are  rarely  gathered 
till  after  All  Saints  Day.  At  Caen  in  the  north  of 
France  the  snow  was  a foot  deep. 

Joseph  Bonaparte  is  expected  to  leave  London 
early  in  the  spring,  on  his  return  to  the  United 
States,  his  residence  at  Bordentown,  in  the  state  of 
New  Jersey,  being  ordered  to  be  prepared  for  his 
arrival. 

Mr.  Day,  the  celebrated  blacking  manufacturer, 
who  died  lately  in  London,  has  by  his  will,  bearing 
date  immediately  after  the  marriage  of  his  daughter 
with  Mr.  H.  Clagget  left  to  her  a life  interest  in 
£4,000  a year,  payable  to  her  receipt  alone,  and 
£2,000  a year  to  Mrs.  Day.  These  sums  to  go  in 
equal  divisons,  after  their  respective  deaths,  to  his 
nephews  and  nieces,  whom  he  has  appointed  resi- 
duary legatees  to  his  estate,  amounting  to  £ 450,000; 
the  business  in  Holborn  is  ordered  to  be  sold. 

Southey,  the  English  poet  Laureate,  has  sent  a 
poetical  contribution  to  the  Knickerbocker — being 
his  first  appearance  as  a contributor  to  an  Ameri- 
can periodical. 

The  honors  of  war.  In  the  hotel  des  invalids,  at 
Paris,  there  were  3,200  old  soldiers  and  300  officers 
— the  blind,  withered  and  lame  of  the  grand  armies 
of  France.  Many  of  these  old  braves  are  fond 
reading,  and  an  interesting  spectacle  is  often  wit- 
nessed in  the  library-room  connected  with  the  in- 
stitution. There  is  one  old  soldier  who  can  read 
very  well;  but  having  lost  both  his  arms,  he  is  un- 
able to  hold  a book.  There  is  another  who  has 
both  his  hands,  but  has  lost  his  eyes.  They  were 
often  seen  together,  the  blind  man  holding  a book, 
which  the  other  reads  aloud  for  the  benefit  of  both. 

The  old  heavy  French  diligences,  which  go  along 
at  the  jog  trot  of  some  seven  miles  the  hour — al- 
ways safe  by  their  solidity,  and  always  behind  hand 
by  their  ponderosity — are  about  to  be  exploded. — 
Lord  H.  Seymour,  under  the  patronage  of  the 
French  government,  is  about  to  introduce  that  per- 
fection of  travelling  by  horse  flesh,  a line  of  Eng- 
lish stage  coaches,  and  relays  of  English  horses,  be- 
tween the  French  coast  and  Paris.  Rail  roads  will 
soon  supersede  them  all. 


DOMESTIC  CHRONICLE. 

A coach  made  of  the  wood  of  the  Constitution. — 
A beautiful  roach  has  been  built  entirely  of  the 
wood  of  the  old  frigate  Constitution,  at  Amherst,  in 
Massachusetts.  It  is  intended,  as  we  are  informed, 
for  a new  year’s  present  to  general  Jackson,  and 
was  paid  for  by  the  contributions  of  several  gentle- 
men of  this  city.  It  is  now  at  Washington,  packed 
in  a large  box  from  which  it  will  be  taken  on  new 
year’s  morning.  [A'.  Y.  Post. 

The  Virginia  house  of  delegates  has  before  it  a 
case  of  contempt.  One  of  its  members,  Mr.  Scott, 
of  Powhattan,  bein<r,  as  he  thought,  insulted  by  a 
witness  named  Hopkins,  who  was  testifying  before 
a committee  of  the  house,  struck  him — a struggle 
ensued,  which  the  members  present  soon  put  an 
end  to.  Subsequently  it  was  renewed  at  the  door 
of  the  house,  and  thereupon  both  parties  were  taken 
into  custody  by  the  sergeant-at-arms.  Mr.  Hop- 
kins is  contesting  the  seat  of  Mr.  Scott. 

New  banking  institution.  The  New  York  Ex- 
press of  yesterday  informs  us  that  it  is  in  contem- 
plation by  a number  of  wealthy,  individuals,  of  that 
city,  to  apply  to  the  legislature  for  the  privilege  of 
banking:  that  they  design  to  issue  no  notes, "or  if 
any,  not  of  a less  denomination  than  fifty  or  a hun- 
dred dollars,  to  be  responsible  in  their  private  for- 
tunes. Their  business  will  be  confined  to  receiving 
deposites  and  discounting  notes  alter  the  English 
plan.  This  mode,  adds  the  Express,  will  be  gene- 
rally acceptable  to  all  parties. 

The  court  of  inquiry  at  Frederick,  have  adjourn- 
ed, in  order  to  give  time  for  the  arrival  of  witnesses 
and  the  arranging  of  documents,  to  4th  proximo. 

The  suit  instituted  against  the  Boston  and  Pro- 
vidence rail  road  company,  by  the  United  States 
seamen  who  were  injured  by  two  locomotives  com- 
ing in  contact  some  months  ago,  was  to  be  tried  on 
Monday  at  Dedham,  before  the  court  of  common 
pleas.  The  passed  midshipman,  has  laid  his  da- 
mages at  $'  10,000. 

Flogging  to  death  at  sea.  The  Boston  Post  states 
that  captain  Otis  Taylor,  of  the  brig  Martha  The- 
resa, has  been  held  to  bail  in  that  city,  for  floggino- 
John  Wilson,  one  of  his  crew,  so  that  he  died.— 
Wilson,  it  seems,  deserted  during  the  voyage  and 


was  recaptured  a fortnight  afterwards,  arid  seized 
up  in  the  main  rigging,  and  two  dozen  lashes  were 
inflicted  on  his  back  by  captain  T.  He  was  then 
put  in  irons;  next  morning  he  was  again  flogged, 
receiving  a dozen  each,  from  the  1st  and  2d  mate. 
He  was  again  put  in  irons  for  a fortnight,  and  kept 
on  bread  and  water.  He  became  sick  and  died  in 
about  three  weeks  after  the  floggings.  A heavy 
twelve  tailed  cat  was  used,  he  had  his  shirt  on 
when  punished  Captain  T.  obtained  his  bail,  and 
was  liberated  from  custody.  [A*.  I'.  Transcript. 

New  article  of  furniture.  A New  York  Y'ankee 
has  invented  an  improved  bee  hive,  which  is  said 
to  have  the  appearance  of  and  to  be,  in  fact,  a ma- 
hogany side-board,  with  drawers  above,  and  a clo- 
set below,  with  glass  doors,  to  be  placed  in  the 
chamber  of  a house,  and  to  be  connected  with  the 
open  air  by  a tube  passing  through  the  wall.  The 
operations  of  the  bees  are  clearly  seen  through  the 
glass  doors,  and  the  honey  is  deposited  in  the 
drawers. 

A Utica  paper  of  Dec.  20,  says — “Cox,  the  por- 
ter of  the  Oneida  bank,  who  has  been  imprisoned 
for  some  time  past,  on  suspicion  of  having  robbed 
the  bank,  was  called  up  belbre  the  grand  jury  last 
week,  and  after  a full  investigation  was  acquitted, 
the  jury  as  we  have  been  informed,  giving  him  a 
certificate  that  there  was  no  evidence  against  him.” 

The  president  of  the  United  States  has  recog- 
nized Carlos  Dudley  Head,  esq.  as  vice  consul  of 
the  Oriental  republic  of  Uruguay,  for  the  port  of 
New  Orleans. 

A resolution  has  passed  the  senate  of  South  Car- 
olina, authorizing  a subscription  of  one  million  of 
dollars  to  the  stock  of  the  Charleston  and  Cincinna- 
ti rail  road  company. 

The  news  of  gen.  Santa,  Ana,  president  of  the 
United  States  of  Mexico,  being  on  his  way  to  Wash- 
ington, city  is  confirmed.  He  was  at  Plaquemine, 
on  the  Mississippi,  on  the  12th  instant,  and  w as  to 
ascend  the  river  the  same  day  on  his  way  thither. 

We  learn  by  the  Indiana  Journal,  that  a joint  re- 
solution has  been  introduced  in  the  legislature  of 
that  state,  opposed  to  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  United  States.  It  has  passed  a second  reading, 
and  is  expected  to  produce  an  interesting  discussion 
when  taken  up  for  its  final  passage. 

Dr.  Bird,  author  of  the  Gladiator,  &c.  has  been 
elected  a member  of  the  Dramatic  Authors’  society 
of  London. 

A United  States  frigate  was  seen  on  the  24th, 
sixty  miles  south  of  the  capes  of  Virginia.  The 
Potomac  from  the  Alediterranean,  and  Brandywine 
from  the  Pacific  are  both  daily  expected. 

The  Bowery  theatre  in  New  York,  lately  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  has  been  rebuilt,  and  is  to  be  re- 
opened on  Alonday  night  next. 

The  brig  Monrovia,  captain  Kelly,  from  Phila- 
delphia, arrived  at  the  port  of  Laguira,  on  the  23d 
November,  a distance  direct  of  about  1,900  miles, 
in  the  remarkable  passage  of  nine  days. 

The  brig  Boxota,  captain  Clear,  which  arrived  at 
New  York  on  Monday  from  St.  Croix,  performed 
her  voyage  in  the  remarkably  short  space  of  twenty- 
seven  days!  She  made  her  passage  out  in  9,  and 
home  in  12  days. 

The  foot  race  in  Augusta.  From  a gentleman, 
passenger  on  the  rail  road,  we  were  informed  that 
the  loot  race  on  the  Augusta  race  course,  for  $'3,000 
aside,  distance  50  yards,  between  Perret,  a Geor- 
gian, and  Day,  a Kentuckian,  took  place  on  Satur- 
day last,  and  resulted  in  favor  of  the  former — beat- 
ing Day  by  near  six  feet.  The  time,  as  near  as  our 
informant  could  recollect,  4 seconds.  The  course 
was  crowded,  and  much  betting  on  the  result. 

Chief  clerk  in  the  slate  depart  ment.  Aaron  Ogden 
Dayton  has  been  appointed  to  this  office,  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Dickens,  chosen  secretary  of  the  se- 
nate. 

The  Tradesmen’s  bank  of  New  York  has  de- 
clared a dividend  of  seven  per  cent,  for  the  last  six 
months,  and  the  bank  of  America  a dividend  of  five 
per  cent. 

The  Harrisburgh  Telegraph  of  Friday  says:  One 
track  of  the  Harrisburgh  and  Lancaster  rail  road 
is  now  completed,  with  the  exception  of  a short 
distance  at  the  tunnel,  and  locomotives  are  ex- 
pected to  commence  running  on  it  to-day.  This 
road  makes  the  distance  between  this  place  and 
Lancaster  three  miles  less  than  the  turnpike,  and 
will  he  one  of  the  finest  as  well  as  the  straightest 
roads  in  the  tinion.  Hereafter  passengers  will  be 
able  to  travel  to  and  from  Harrisburgh  to  Philadel- 
phia by  rail  road  and  by  daylight.  The  tunnel  will, 
be  completed  early  next  summer. 
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The  executive  departments.  In  the  pre- 
sent sheet  we  have  published  the  speeches  of  Messrs. 
Peyton  and  Ripley  on  Mr.  Wise’s  resolution  relative 
to  an  inquiry  into  the  administration  of  the  execu- 
tive departments:  and  will  hereafter  publish  at  least 
two  more  speeches  on  the  same  subject,  one  on 
each  side,  that  a full  and  impartial  record  may  be 
preserv  ed. 

Mr.  Ewing  of  Ohio.  We  regret  to  learn  from 
the  “Intelligencer”  of  yesterday,  that  this  gentle- 
man left  Washington  on  Wednesday  evening  last  in 
consequence  of  afflictive  intelligence  received  from 
home. 

Mvj.  Gates.  We  also  learn  from  the  “Intelligen- 
cer” that  among  the  business  transacted  in  the  exe 
cutive  session  of  the  senate  of  yesterday,  was  the 
confirmation  of  major  Gates  to  a re-appointment 
to  his  rank  in  the  army,  from  which  he  had  been 
stricken  by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and 
subsequently  nominated  for  restoration  for  the  pur- 
pose of  affording  him  the  privilege  of  trial  by  a 
court  martial. 

Electors  of  president.  It  appears  that  se- 
veral states  have  elected  electors  who  are  disqualifi- 
ed for  that  office  in  consequence  of  holding  offices 
under  the  United  States.  Several  are  specified 
among  the  electors  of  New  York,  one  among  those 
of  Massachusetts,  and  of  those  of  New  Hampshire, 
two  or  three,  out  of  her  seven  electors,  are  said  to  be 
illegally  chosen.  The  present  is  a most  propitious 
period  rigidly  to  enforce  the  constitutional  provision, 
and  we  hope  both  parties  will  unite  in  doing  so. 
Such  a “purging  of  the  polls”  will  not  vary  the  re- 
sult; and  even  if  it  would,  it  is  due  to  ourselves 
and  those  who  come  after  us  to  show  our  respect 
for  the  express  declarations  of  the  constitution,  or 
we  may  establish  a precedent  of  a most  dangerous 
character. 

The  following  is  the  provision  of  the  constitution 
on  the  subject: 

Article  2,  sec.  1,  IT  2.  Each  state  shall  appoint, in 
such  manner  as  the  legislature  thereof  may  direc", 
a number  of  electors,  equal  to  the  whole  number 
of  senators  and  representatives,  to  which  the  state 
may  be  entitled  in  the  congress.  But  no  senator  or 
representative,  or  person  holding  any  office  of  trust  or 
profit  under  the  United  States,  shall  be  appointel  an 
elector. 


Gen.  Santa  Ana  arrived  at  Lexington  Ky. 
on  the  29th  u It.  in  bad  health  and  will  remain  there 
until  he  is  able  to  travel  to  Washington.  Atlouis- 
ville  “some  vandal  threw  a brick  bat  at  him.”  This 
act  is  of  the  same  character  as  the  decisions  ofjudge 
Lynch  and  equally  w’orthy  of  the  severest  repehen- 
sion;  for  monster  as  he  is,  we  have  no  right  tius  to 
punish  him  for  crimes  inflicted  upon  Texians, which 
their  own  government  has  pardoned;  even  if  we 
were  not  restrained  by  the  obligations  of  hosptality. 

His  visit  to  Washington  has  caused  consierable 
speculation,  and  will  no  doubt  develope  soim  inter 
esting  particulars  in  relation  to  the  contendig  par- 
ties. 

The  Indians.  A letterfrom  Fort  Gibso,  states 
that  that  post  is  completely  encircled  by  Inians, — 
Creeks,  Cherokees,  Choctaws,  Osages,  &.c.  id  that 
12,000  more  Creeks  were  expected  from  tl  south 
in  a few  weeks.  To  overawe  this  vast  boi  of  In- 
dians there  were  only  260  men  at  Fort  Gibn,  and 
not  all  these  fit  for  duty.  All,  however,  w;  peace- 
ful; but  it  manifests  criminal  negligence  > leave 
that  frontier  thus  exposed.  Three  regients  at 
least  are  required  there  instead  of  the  mernandful 
of  men  in  charge  of  the  gallant  command  of  the 
fortress. 

A correspondent  of  the  Arkansas  Advoce  states 
that  the  emigrating  Creeks  are  scattered  ong  the 
roads  in  little  predatory  bands,  killing  >gs  and 
stealing  as  they  go.  One  company  of  Creep  which 
numbered  3,200  when  it  started,  had  oy  about 
2,000,  the  rest  having  fallen  oil' into  straging  par- 
ties. 

Maryland.  On  Monday  last  ThoinaW.  Vea- 
zty,  esq.  was  re-elected  governor  of  Maryld  for  the 
ensuing  year.  The  whole  number  of  >tcs  cast 
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was  eighty-one,  of  which  Mr.  Veazey  received  se- 
venty. 

On  Tuesday  last,  Robert  M. 1 Tidball,  esq.  of 
Washington  oounty,  and  Joseph  S.  Cottman,  esq. 
of  Somerset  county,  were  elected  state  senators  to 
supply  the  vacancies  occasioned  by  the  resignation 
of  William  Price  and  Thomas  King  Carroll,  esqrs. 
and  on  Wednesday  Samuel  Jones,  jr.  esq.  of  Balti- 
more, was  elected  a senator  in  place  of  John  V.  L. 
McMahon,  esq.  who  had  also  resigned. 

On  Wednesday  last  the  legislature,  on  joint  bal- 
lot, re-elected  the  following  gentlemen  council  to 
the  governor  by  the  votes  attached  to  their  names: 

Gwinn  Harris  73  votes;  Wm.  F.  Johnson  68;  John 
McKenney  67;  Nathaniel  Williams  66;  and  William 
L.  Jones  64.  Mr.  Harris  having  received  the  largest 
number  of  votes  is  president  of  the  council. 

Deposite  Banks.  By  reierence  to  our  abstract 
of  the  proceedings  of  congress,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  house  of  representatives  has  appointed  a select 
committee  to  inquire  whether  the  deposite  banks 
have  employed  an  agent  at  the  seat  of  government 
to  transact  their  business  with  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, ls.c.  The  committee  consists  of  Messrs.  Gar- 
land, Pierce,  of  New  Hampshire,  Fairfield, 
Wise,  Gillett,  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  Hamer, 
Martin,  and  Peyton. 


The  agent  of  the  deposite  banks.  In  the 
debate  which  took  place  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives on  Tuesday  last,  on  Mr.  Garland’s  re- 
solution, with  the  amendments  of  Messrs.  Harlan 
and  Vanderpoel,  relative  to  the  deposite  banks, 
their  agent,  &c.  (see  page  296)  Mr.  Peyton  is  re- 
ported, in  the  “Globe,”  to  have  said: 

“That  in  consequence  of  the  character  of  the  agent 
alluded  to,  Mr.  Taney,  the  former  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  would  not  recommend  him  as  an  agent  of 
he  deposite  banks;  but  when  the  present  secretary 
came  into  office,  this  individual  ivas  taken  into  the 
treasury  department,  and  every  facility  granted  him. 
Now  he  had  fortified  himself,  and  gentlemen  were 
afraid  to  institute  an  investigation  into  his  conduct. 
Mr.  P.  spoke  at  considerable  length,  and  adverted 
with  great  severity  to  the  course  of  the  secretary  in 
relation  to  Whitney’s  connection  with  the  treasury 
department.” 

In  consequence  of  the  above  remarks,  Mr.  Whit- 
ney published  the  following  “card”  in  the  Globe  of 
Thursday  last. 


they  are  supposed  to  have  retreated  soon  after  their 
last  battle  with  the  troops  under  the  command  of 
governor  Call.” 

“Head  quarters,  army  of  the  south, 
Camp  Dade,  Florida,  Dec.  18,  1836. 

“Since  I wrote  to  you  yesterday,  I hav'e  resolved, 
from  a carelul  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  country,  and  the  army,  to  place  a depot  at 
this  place,  leave  a garrison  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men  to  defend  it,  and  with  the  remainder  of  the 
force  under  my  command,  to  proceed  down  the 
Wythlacoochee,  scouring  the  country  on  both 
banks  to  its  mouth. 

“By  the  movement  proposed,  I shall  be  able  to 
drive  out  all  the  Indians  who  may  remain  on  or 
near  the  river,  to  cover  the  frontiers,  and  ascertain 
the  practicability  of  pushing  steamers  or  other 
boats  up  to  the  forks. 

“If  boats  can  be  brought  up  to  that  point,  or 
within  a day’s  march  of  it,  the  Indians  must  for- 
ever abandon  their  settlements  in  the  cove  and  the 
swamps  of  the  river. 

“The  Tennessee  volunteers  will  continue  with 
me  until  this  movement  be  performed,  though  the 
term  of  service  of  many  of  them  has  expired,  and 
that  of  all  will  probably  have  expired  before  it  be 
accomplished. 

“The  prisoners  whom  I have  taken,  inform  me 
that  it  is  the  purpose  of  Micanopy,  Jumper  and 
Abraham,  to  fly  before  the  army,  and  avoid  a bat- 
tle; they  will  hide  themselves  in  the  dense  ham- 
mocks and  swamps  of  the  everglades.  Oseola  has 
declared  his  intention  to  maintain  himself  as  Ion" 
as  possible  on  the  Wythlacoochee,  and  then  fly  to 
the  south;  but  the  prisoners  say  he  will  never  sur- 
render.” 


a card. 

During  the  last  session  of  congress,  it  became  ne- 
cessary for  me  toexpose  H.  A.  Wise  of  havin"  stat- 
ed, in  the  hall  of  the  house,  a BASE  FALSEHOOD 
in  relation  to  myself. 

In  the  Globe  of  this  morning  it  is  reported,  that 
Baylie  Peyton,  the  Siamese  companion  of  Wise  for 
twelve  months  past  in  uttering  falsehood  and  slan 
der,  said  that,  “in  consequence  of  the  character  of 
the  agent  alluded  to,  Mr.  Taney,  the  former  secre 
tary  of  the  treasury,  would  not  recommend  him  as 
an  agent  of  the  deposite  banks  ” No  one  can  mis- 
take that  it  is  myself  alluded  to  by  Mr.  P. 

I challenge  Mr.  Peyton  to  adduce  a single  par- 
ticle of  proof  to  sustain  the  above  assertion;'and  lor 
having  made  it  without  proof,  I pronounce  him  A 
CALUMNIATOR,  AND  GUILTY  OF  UTTER- 
ING A BASE  FALSEHOOD;  this  too,  like  Wise, 
while  shielded  by  his  constitutional  privilege. 

If  any  one  who  does  not  know'  me  wishes  to  as- 
certain my  character,  I refer  them  to  citizens  of 
those  places  in  which  I have  passed  many  years  of 
my  life-  R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

Wednesday,  4th  January,  1837. 

From  Florida.  The  latest  intelligence  from 
the  seat  of  hostilities  is  contained  in  the  following 
extracts  of  letters  from  gen.  Jesup,  which  we  find 
in  the  “Globe”  of  this  morning. 

Extracts  from  letters  from  general  Jesup.  dated 

“HEAD  QUARTERS,  ARMY  OF  THE  SOUTH, 

“Camp  Dade,  Dec.  17,  1836. 

“The  army  under  my  command,  consisting  of  the 
Tennessee  brigade  and  Alabama  battalion,  with 
about  three  hundred  regular  troops,  and  five  hun- 
dred Indian  warriors,  arrived  in  this  vicinity  last 
night.  1 o-day  I hai'e  had  the  Wahoo  Swamp  com- 
pletely examined;  not  an  Indian  is  to  be  found,  and 
the  friendly  w'arriors  are  of  opinion  that  they  have 
all  gone  south.  From  the  appearance  of  their  trails 


Tiif.  money  pressure  in  New  York.  The 
following  is  from  the  New  York  “Journal  of  Com- 
merce” of  Monday  last,  and  exhibits  a singular  con- 
dition of  things  in  the  pecuniary  transactions  of  the 
great  metropolis.  The  restriction  of  the  banks  must 
have  acted  with  great  severity,  but  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  overcome  speaks  volumes  in  favor  of 
the  resources  and  unity  of  (he  New  York  mer- 
chants. Nd One  should  say  after  such  a trial  that 
“theyfc'ight  to  break.” 

On  Saturday  several  of  the  banks  refused  to  re- 
ceive merchant’s  checks  on  other  banks  in  deposite. 
Immense  sums  therefore  which  are  usually  liqui- 
dated by  entries  on  the  books  of  the  banks,  had  to 
be  drawn  out  in  bills.  The  consequence  was,  (hat 
some  of  the  banks  were  exhausted  of  bills,  although 
a special  effort  was  made  to  keep  up  a supply  by 
signing  them  as  fast  as  possible.  After  all,  in  a 
good  many  cases,  the  teller  was  compelled  to  give 
due  bills,  for  checks,  which  due  bills,  for  the  occa- 
sion, were  of  necessity  passed  as  money,  and  depo- 
sited at  other  banks.  The  incident  is  of  no  conse- 
quence except,  as  illustrating  the  importance  of  that 
department  of  the  currency  called  checks.  They 
save  the  use  of  a vast  amount  of  bank  notes,  and 
lessen  immensely  the  dangers  of  bank  transactions. 
The  refusal  to  take  checks  in  deposite  as  is  usual, 
put  the  last  strain  upon  the  mercantile  strength  of 
the  city,  as  it  prevented  all  fiction  in  payments,  and 
compelled  every  man  to  furnish  real  cash.  We  are 
happy  to  say  that  so  far  as  we  know,  every  man 
"urnished  the  cash,  and  every  engagement  was  ful- 
filled. The  merchants  have  now  been  proY-cd  in  all 
sorts  of  ways,  and  by  quadruple  poYvers,  and  stood 
the  test.  We  hope  they  may  soon  be  relieved  from 
farther  testing  of  their  streugth. 

Maryland  senator.  The  Y-acancy  in  the  se- 
nate of  the  United  States,  occasioned  by  the  death 
of  Robert  H.  Goldsborough.  esq.  has  been  filled  by 
the  election  of  Dr.  John  S.  Spence,  of  Worcester 
county,  who  will  serve  until  the  4th  of  March  next, 
when  Mr.  Goldsborough’s  term  would  have  expir- 
ed. 

Surplus  revenue.  According  to  the  report  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  both  houses  of  con- 
gress, (see  page  297,)  the  balance  in  the  treasury 
on  the  1st  inst.  for  distribution  among  the  states  is 
$37,468,859  97,  being  equal,  Michigan  included,  to 
$127,445  10  foreach  electoral  v-otc.'  Twelve  states 
only  have  communicated  their  acceptance  of  the 
terms  of  the  act,  and  to  these  transfer  drafts  are  now' 
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issuing  for  the  first  quarterly  deposite.  The  por- 
tion awarded  to  Michigan  will  not  be  paid  until 
congress  shall  decide  to  admit  her  into  the  union — a 
bill  for  which  passed  the  senate  on  Thursday  last  by 
a vote  of  25  yeas  to  10  nays. 

Dreadful  shipwreck.  We  learn  from  the  N. 
York  Commercial  Advertiser  of  Wednesday  last, 
that  the  barque  Mexico,  from  Liverpool  for  New 
York,  with  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  passengers  on 
board,  went  ashore  on  Hempstead  bar  on  Tuesday 
last;  and  the  wreck  master,  who  had  arrived  in 
New  York  from  the  vessel,  reports  that  only  eight 
persons  had  reached  the  shore  when  he  departed — 
the  remainder,  he  thinks,  must  have  perished!!  The 
survivors  are  so  severely  injured  by  the  frost  as  to 
be  unable  to  give  any  intelligible  accountof  the  dis- 
aster. It  is  said  the  barque  had  no  pilot  on  board — 
and  that  she  had  a signab  of  distress  flying  for 
several  days! 

Death  of  Mrs.  Donelson.  With  melancholy 
feelings  we  record  the  death  of  Mrs.  Donelson,  the 
beautiful  and  amiable  wife  of  Andre  w J ackson  Don- 
elson, late  private  secretary  of  the  president.  This 
most  estimable  lady  went  to  Tennessee  during  the 
summer,  and  expected  to  return  with  her  uncle  on 
the  1st  of  October.  For  the  most  part,  since  the 
beginning  of  this  administration,  Mrs.  Donelson  has 
presided  at  the  president’s  mansion;  and  all  who 
have  visited  it  know  with  what  amenity  of  man- 
ners, with  what  engaging  and  unpretending  kind- 
ness, she  welcomed  the  guests  to  its  hospitalities. 
She  was  destined  not  to  share  the  affectionate  fare- 
well greetings  with  which  the  country  is  prepared  to 
salute  the  close  of  the  president’s  residence  at  Wash- 
ington; with  which,  in  all  its  private  and  social  re- 
lations, she  was  identified.  Mrs.  Donelson  was 
seized  with  a haemorrhage  of  the  lungs  at  her  home 
in  Tennessee,  shortly  before  the  period  fixed  for 
her  return.  She  rallied  for  a time,  and  hopes  were 
entertained  of  her  recovery;  but  a relapse,  in  the 
early  part  of  December,  hurried  her  to  the  grave  on 
the  19th  of  the  month.  [Globe. 

Important — if  true!  The  New  Orleans  Bee  of 
Dec.  26,  says — 

It  w'as  rumored  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  on  the 
authority  of  letters,  we  know  not  whence  or  by 
whom  received,'  that  the  royal  party  of  Mexico  had 
declared  the  infant  of  Spain,  Don  Francisco  de  Pau- 
lo, king  of  that  fine  country,  that  France  and  Eng- 
land had  declared  in  his  favor,  and  had  furnished 
him  witfl  resources  to  work  his  way  to  the  throne 
thus  offered  him,  that  four  French  ships  of  74  guns 
are  now  off  Pensacola,  and  were  about  to  sail  for 
the  neighborhood  of  Vera  Cruz,  where  another  74 
had  already  arrived,  and  that  these  forces  were  to 
support  the  party  about  to  declare  in  favor  of  the 
infant. 

It  is  impossible  for  us  to  decide  on  the  degree  of 
credit  that  ought  to  be  attached  to  this  rumor. 

Maryland  and  the  surplus.  The  follow- 
ing is  the  bill  which  passed  the  legislature  of  Mary- 
land authorising  the  reception  of  that  state’s  portion 
of  the  surplus  revenue. 

An  act  to  authorise  the  treasurer  for  the  Western 
Shore,  to  receive  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as 
shall  be  awarded  to  the  state  of  Maryland,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  congress,  therein 
mentioned. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly  of 
Maryland,  That  the  treasurer  for  the  Western 
Shore  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to  receive 
from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States,  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  or  may  be 
awarded  to  the  state  of  Maryland,  as  and  for  its 
proportion  of  the  public  revenue  of  the  United 
States,  which  is  to  be  distributed  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  of  congress,  entitled,  an  act  to  regu- 
late the  deposites  of  the  public  money. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  treasurer  of 
the  Western  Shore  shall  be,  and  hereby  is  autho 
rised  to  deliver  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  of 
the  United  States,  certificates  of  deposite  i'or  the 
sum  or  sums  of  money  to  be  received  by  him  for 
this  state  as  aforesaid,  which  certificates  shall  be 
signed  by  the  said  treasurer,  and  in  such  form 
may  be  prescribed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
aforesaid,  shall  express  the  usual  and  legal  obliga- 
tions arid  pledge  the  faith  of  this  state  for  the  safe 
keeping  and  payment  thereof;  and  shall  pledge  the 
faith  of  this  state  to  pay  the  said  moneys,  and  every 
part  thereof,  from  time  to  time,  whenever  the  same 
shall  be  required  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
for  the  purposes,  and  in  the  manner  and  proportions 
set  forth  and  described  in  the  aforesaid  act  of  con- 
gress. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  if  the  said  trea- 
surer shall  receive  payment  of  the  sum  or  sums  of 


money  to  be  awarded  as  aforesaid  to  this  state,  in  [ perity  and  to  its  foreign  trade.  The  direct  national 
checks  or  drafts  on  the  Union  bank  of  Maryland  ] importations  which,  in  1826  amounted  only  to  the 
and  Franklin  bank  of  Baltimore,  or  either  of  them,  i value  of  2,046,765  francs,  were  increased  in  1830 
he  shall  be  and  is  hereby  authorised  to  demand  | to  more  than  twenty-five  millions.  The  scale  of 
payment  thereof.  And  whenever  any  sum  or  sums  I duties  established  in  the  colony  have  tended  greatly 
of  money  aforesaid  shall  be  paid  to  the  treasurer,  it ! to  promote  its  commercial  advancement.  On  the 
shall  be  his  duty  to  deposite  the  same  in  the  Union  produce  of  the  country  exported  beyond  the  sea, 
bank  of  Maryland,  Franklin  bank  of  Baltimore, ! they  are  only  two  per  cent,  and  the  i xtraordinary 
and  Farmer’s  bank  of  Maryland,  in  the  following  1 duty  on  coflee  has  been  suppressed.  In  1825,  the 
proportions — not  less  than  one  quarter  nor  more  ; deficit  in  the  revenues  necessary  to  the  support  of 
than  two-fifth  parts  thereof  in  the  Farmer’s  bank  of  j the  government  amounted  to  7,500,000  francs;  in 
Maryland,  and  the  residue  in  the  Union  bank  of  j two  years  afterwards,  owing  to  the  financial  re- 
Maryland  and  Franklin  bank  of  Baltimore  in  such  forms  adopted,  there  was  an  increase  in  the  sum  of 
proportions  as  to  the  treasurer  may  seem  proper,  the  revenue  amounting  to  22,565,750  francs,  while 
the  whole  to  be  held  by  said  banks  subject  to  the  | in  1830,  the  revenues  of  the  island  amounted  to 

forty-five  millions  of  francs,  near  twenty-five  mil- 
lions of  which  were  consumed  by  the  arm}’  and  na- 
vy. 900,000  francs  were  remitted  to  the  peninsula 
in  1S31;  in  1832, 1,700,000  francs;  and  in  1833,  up- 
wards of  four  millions,  besides  establishing  a bank 
W’ith  a capital  of  6,200,000  francs.  The  general 
receipts  of  the  island  are  made  up  of  67$  per  cent, 
duties  on  maritime  commerce,  241  interior  contri- 
butions, 2^  retained  on  personal  salaries,  14  retain- 
ed on  ecclesiastical  rents,  31  in  different  variable 
items.  The  capital  employed  in  the  various  agri- 
cultural and  other  pursuits  of  the  island,  may  be  es- 
timated at  about  2,250  francs  for  every  individual 
inhabitant,  or  3,800  francs  for  every  individual  of 
the  free  population.'  In  England  it  is  about  1.135 
francs  for  each  individual,  and  in  France,  1.250 
francs.  The  net  revenue  of  the  island  is  seven  per 
cent,  on  the  whole  amount  of  capital,  and  the  net 
produce  is  considered  to  be  about  one-half  of  the 
gross  produce.  The  average  general  tax  upon  each 
inhabitant  is  45  francs,  or  near  75  francs  for  each 
free  inhabitant,  while  the  local  tax  is  20  francs  for 
the  same  class.  The  700,000  inhabitants  of  Cuba 
pay  to  the  state  an  annual  tax  of  forty-live  millions, 
and  the  population  of  Spain,  if  assessed  at  the  same 
rate,  would  pay  700,000,000  francs;  and  the  thirty 
two  millions  of  France,  would  pay  more  than  twice 
the  sum  they  now  do.  Great  improvements  have 
been  made  in  the  police  regulations  of  most  of  the 
towns  and  cities  of  the  island,  and  Havana,  former- 
ly so  noted  for  its  robberies  and  frequent  assassina- 
tions, has  become  one  of  the  most  peaceable  and 
orderly  cities  of  modern  times. 

The  war  in  Spain.  The  following  article, 
published  in  a London  paper,  has  been  compiled 
from  the  various  official  reports  of  the  two  contend 
parties  in  Spain.  The  reader  will  sec  at  a 
glance,  how  small  a portion  of  truth  abounds  in  the 
bu  letins  on  either  side: 

Madrid  statements. 

Number  of  Carlists  killed  in  battle  to  the 
1st  of  April,  1836,  according  to  the  Ga- 
zette of  Madrid  2S0,535 

Ditto  from  the  1st  of  April  to  the  Sth  of 

October  33,927 

Prisoners  in  the  former  epoch  54,403 

Ditto  In  the  latter  epoch  11,760 


control  of  the  general  assembly. 

Appointments  by  the  president — By  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

Charles  E.  Anderson,  of  New  York,  to  be  secre- 
tary of  the  legation  of  the  United  States  to  the 
court  of  his  majesty  the  king  of  the  French. 

Theodore  S.  Fay,  of  New  York,  to  be  secretary 
of  the  legation  of  the  United  Slates  near  his  Britan- 
nic majesty. 

James  A.  Bayard,  of  Delaware,  to  be  attorney  of 
the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Delaware. 

Samuel  S.  Hall,  of  Arkansas,  to  be  attorney  of 
the  United  States  for  ^ie  district  of  Arkansas. 

Jesse  Miller,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  first  auditor 
of  the  treasury  department. 

James  Whitcomb,  of  Indiana,  to  be  commission- 
er of  the  general  land  office. 

Edwin  R.  Wallace  to  be  attorney  of  the  United 
States  for  the  northern  district  of  Alabama. 

Martin  Gordon  to  be  superintendent  of  the  branch 
mint  at  New  Orleans. 

Joseph  J.  Singleton  to  be  superintendent  of  the 
branch  mint  at  Dahlohnega,  in  the  state  of  Geor- 
gia. 

James  M.  Strode  to  be  register  of  the  land  office 
at  Chicago,  Illinois. 

Gordon  D.  Boyd  to  be  receiver  of  public  moneys 
at  Columbus,  Mississippi. 

Theodore  J.  Wilkinson  to  be  receiver  of  public 
moneys  at  St.  Stephens,  Alabama. 

Richard  M.  Carter  to  be  receiver  of  public  mo- 
neys at  New  Orleans. 

James  McKissack  to  be  register  of  the  land  office 
at  Fayetteville,  Arkansas. 

Matthew  Bichard,  of  Ohio,  to  be  solicitor  of  the 
general  land  office. 


Destroying  the  Cherokees  by  whiskey. 
Governor  Schley,  Dec.  8,  made  an  important  com- 
munication to  the  Georgia  legislature  enclosing  re- 
cent despatches  sent  express  from  gov.  Wool,  touch- 
ing the  alarming  state  of  things  produced  among 
the  Cherokees,  by  the  shameful  practice  pursued  by 
the  whites  of  selling  to  them  intoxicating  liquors, 
particularly  whiskey.  This  abuse  is  carried  on  to 
great  extent  at  New  Echota  and  its  vinciity,  and 
among  the  despatches  is  a remonstrance  from  the 
principal  chiefs,  petitioning  the  legislature  to  pre- 
vent the  practice.  Any  person,  by  the  small  fee 
to  the  clerk,  may  obtain  a license:  gov.  Schley  urges 
the  passage  of  a law  totally  prohibiting  such  licen- 
ses. Gen.  Wool  implores  the  governor  to  use  his 
exertions  to  procure  such  a law,  otherwise  he  fears 
the  worst  of  consequences  from  the  approaching  as- 
semblage of  1,000  Indians  at  New  Echota,  to  meet 
the  commissioners.  The  chiefs  say  their  people 
are  by  the  frequent  potations  of  whiskey,  becoming 
degraded  to  brutes. 

Statistics  of  Cuba.  The  annual  table  of  ex- 
ports from  the  ports  of  Havana  and  Matanzas  exhi 
bits  the  curious  fact  that  in  the  last  three  years  the 
quantity  of  coffee  shipped  to  the  United  States  ex- 
ceeded the  whole  quantity  shipped  to  Europe,  by 
4,666,000  pounds.  The  export  to  United  States 
during  those  three  years,  was  40,490,000  lbs 

To  all  Europe,  35,824,000  lbs 

4,666,000 

The  improvements  which  have  been  effected  in 
the  affairs  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  under  the  wise 
and  efficient  management  of  governor  Tacon  may 
be  seen  by  the  facts  exhibited  ip  the  following  arti- 
cle: [Balt.  American. 

Don  Ramon  de  la  Sadra  in  a late  work  on  the  po- 
litical history  and  resources  of  Cuba,  gives  the 
following  estimates  of  the  population,  &c.  of  that  is- 
land: White  males,  168,653;  wdiite  females,  142,398; 
free  males  of  color,  54,533;  male  slaves,  183,290; 
female  slaves,  103,652.  Total,  704,489.  To  this 
number  may  be  added,  26,075  for  the  floating  popu- 
lation possessing  a transient  residence  on  the  island, 
making  in  all  a population  of  730,562  souls. 

The  reforms  introduced  into  the  island  since 
1825,  have  contributed  greatly  to  its  internal  pros- 


Tital  killed  and  prisoners 

Guns  hken  in  both  periods 
Battlesgained 

In  whith  the  enemy  was  entirely  routed 
Partialk 

Onante  statements. 

In  189  lulletins  from  September,  1834,  to 
this  dy — Queenites  killed 
Prisone3 

Passed  iver  to  the  Carlists 


Totl  killed,  prisoners  and  deserters 
Battles  (lined 
Cannonsfaken 

Decisivand  complete  victories 

So  muh  for  Spanish  generals,  armies,  victories 
and  officii  statements! 


380,715 

113,221 

597 

270 

227 


189, 6SS 
43,811 
42,936 

276,453 
95 
107 
S7 


Protction  of  the  bank  of  England 
againstfire.  The  recent  fire  in  the  printing 
departmrt  within  the  bank  of  England,  and  the  vast 
important  of  there  being  a full  assurance  of  safety 
for  the  eirmou.s  amount  of  securities  and  moneys 
deposited!  this  national  establishment,  may  render 
the  follotng  account  of  the  means  of  protection 
against  ai  accident  from  fire,  which  the  bank  pos- 
sesses witn  itself,  interesting  to  the  pulic  general- 
ly. In  thfirst  place,  the  entire  building  is  erected 
in  manneiautiouslv  designed  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  fire.  Ijevery  department  are  strong  rooms  for 
the  nightllodging  of  books,  moneys,  and  securities, 
arid  closet, vithin  these  rooms,  which  together  with 
the  rooindhemselves,  are  deemed  to  be  perfectly 
fire-proof.  There  is  a nightly  guard  of  32  sol- 
diers sent  nn  the  Tower,  w ho  have  each  his  post 
within  the  hiding.  There  are  besides,  a number  o 
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A large  number  of  memorials  and  petitions  were 
presented  and  referred — alter  which  the  reports  of 
committees  were  received.  They,  chiefly  related 
to  private  claims,  and  will  be  sufficiently  noticed 
■hereafter. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a message 
from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  transmit- 
ting a communication  from  the  secretary  of  war  ad 
interim,  with  certain  accompanying  papers  from  the 
engineer  department,  required  to  complete  the  an- 
nual report  from  that  department.  The  message 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Willi, ams,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  to  enable  him  to  oiler  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  by  law 
the  purchase  of  lands,  at  auction,  with  a view  to 
forfeit  them,  and  afterwards  to  obtain  them  at  the 
government  price  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents 
per  acre. 

Mr.  W.  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  mo- 
tion to  suspend  the  rules  for  this  purpose,  which 
were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  were,  yeas  154, 
nays  3S.  So  the  house  suspended  the  rules. 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution by  striking  out  the  words  “committee  on 
public  lands,”  and  inserting  the  words,  “a  select 
committee;”  and  also  by  adding  at  the  end  of  the 
resolution  the  following  words:  “and  also  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  confining  all  sales  of  the 
public  lands  to  actual  settlers.” 

Mr.  Lane  said  that,  in  offering  the  amendment, 
he  had  been  actuated  by  a desire  to  bring  this  pro- 
position directly  before  the  house.  No  question 
had  ever  arisen  which  was  of  greater  importance  to 
the  various  interests  of  the  country.  It  was  im- 
portant as  regarded  the  manufacturing  interest;  it 
was  important  with,  reference  to  the  surplus  reve- 
nue; it  was  important  in  its  reference  to  the  cur- 
rency and  to  mercantile  transactions;  and  it  was 
important  as  regarded  the  settlement  of  the  whole 
western  country.  Any  gentleman  who  had  ever 
attended  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  at  auction, 
must  see  the  necessity  of  putting  a stop  to  the  prac- 
tice which  had  prevailed  for  a few  years.  Mr.  L. 
here  alluded  to  the  practice  of  the  agents  of  specu- 
lating companies  who  attended  these  sales  bidding 
a little  higher  than  the  laboring  man  who  had  tra- 
versed the  wilderness  and  settled  down  on  these 
lands  could  afford,  and  thus  depriving  him  of  his 
purchase.  By  this  process,  the  government  made 
only  a few  cents  more,  and  the  hard  earnings  of  the 
laboring  man  were  thus  rendered  useless  to  him. — 
He  had  to  buy  lands  at  second  entry,  whilst  the  spe- 
culator, who  had  purchased  the  numbers  which  the 
actual  settler  intended  to  purchase,  was  residing  in 
a distant  part  of  the  country.  By  adopting  the  course 
proposed  by  the  amendment,  Mr.  L.  said  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  might  be 
brought  back  to  three  millions  per  annum,  being 
the  amount  sold  in  former  years.  He  had  great 
confidence  in  the  committee  on  public  lands.  This 
subject  had  received  the  notice  of  the  president  in 
his  last  annual  message,  and  had  been  referred  to 
that  committee;  but  he  (Mr.  L.)  had  understood 
that  they  were  not  able  to  agree  on  any  definite 
proposition.  For  this  reason,  and  in  order  tint  the 
final  action  of  the  house  might  be  had  duriig  the 
present  session,  he  had  moved  the  change  of  refer- 
ence from  the  committee  on  public  lands  t*  a se- 
lect committee. 

Mr.  Boon,  of  Indiana,  said  he  was  not  g'ing  to 
make  a speech,  but  he  rose  to  express  his  asonish- 
ment  at  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  fnm  In- 
diana. He  considered  the  amendment  as  : direct 
and  unqualified  reflection  on  the  committee  a pub- 
lic lands;  and  he  repelled  the  reflection  will  indig- 
nation. The  question  of  confining  the  sale'of  the 
public  lands  to  actual  settlers  was  made  thembject 
of  a part  of  the  annual  message  of  the  prsident, 
which  part  had  been  referred  to  the  comrrttee  on 
public  lands.  They  had  this  very  proposi.on  un- 
der consideration;  but  whether  they  wouldae  able 
to  agree  on  a bill,  he  did  not  know.  He  vis  glad, 
however,  that  the  proposition  had  been  enlrged  by 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Wliams). 
If  subject-matters  of  investigation  properlybelong- 
ing  to  the  standing  committees  of  the  hose  were 
thus  to  be  wrested  out  of  their  hands,  he  hped  the 
committee  on  public  lands  would  be  stricen  from 
the  list  altogether. 

Mr.  Lane  assured  the  gentleman  froirlndiana 
and  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  puic  lands 
that  he  intended  no  reflection  by  his  muon;  and 
said  that  if  the  chairman  of  the  committeon  pub- 
lic lands  would  give  him  an  assuranci  that  he 
would  bring  th:s  subject  forward  in  a defi'te  shape 
he  would  withdraw  his  amendment.  Aer  some 
remarks  from  Mr.  Dunlap  in  oppositil  to  the 
amendment,  Mr.  T.ane  said  he  had  just  iderstood 


that  a bill  would  be  agreed  upon  by  a committee  of 
the  senate  embracing  his  views,  and  he,  therefore, 
withdrew  his  amendment.  The  original  resolution 
was  thereupon  adopted. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule, 
to  enable  him  to  offer  a resolution  that  when  the 
house  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

The  motion  was  rejected — ayes  95,  noes  65,  (not 
two-thirds).  So  the  house  refused  to  suspend  the 
rule. 

Mr.  Harlan  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  to  enable 
him  to  submit  a resolution  that  when  the  house  ad- 
journs to-morrow,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Tuesday 
next;  which  motion  prevailed — ayes  127,  noes  36. 

And  the  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 
So  the  motion  to  adjourn  over  from  Saturday  to 
Tuesday,  was  agreed  to. 

The  house  next  went  into  the  consideration  of 
private  bills  in  committee  of  the  whole — aft§r 
which  the  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
had  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  speaker  communicated  to  the  house  from 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  a plan  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navy  yard  at  Pensacola,  accidentally 
omitted  in  his  communication  yesterday,  which,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Jarvis,  of  Maine,  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  ordered  to  be  printed;  after  which, 

The  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Dec.  31.  After  the  usual  morning  bu- 
siness, the  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  following  resolution  heretofore  offered  by  Mr. 
Garland,  of  Va. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  com- 
municate to  this  house,  if  within  his  power,  the  di- 
vidends and  surpluses  which  were  declared  by,  and 
the  surpluses  and  contingent  funds  remaining  in, 
the  several  banks  in  which  the  public  money  is  de- 
posited, for  the  years  1833,  1834,  1835  and  1836, 
severally. 

To  which  resolution  the  following  amendment 
had  been  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Harlan: 

“And  that  he  state  also,  whether  the  salary  or 
compensation  of  an  agent  at  the  seat  of  the  general 
government  composes  a part  of  the  expenses  of  the 
said  banks;  the  name  of  the  said  agent,  and  the  se- 
veral sums  paid  to  him  by  the  said  institutions  re- 
spectively.” 

The  pending  question  was  on  the  motion  submit- 
ted by  Mr.  Hannegan,  when  the  subject  was  last  un- 
der consideration,  to  lay  the  amendments  and  reso- 
lutions on  the  table;  on  which  motion  the  yeas  and 
nays  had  heretofore  been  ordered,  and,  having  been 
now  taken,  were,  yeas  28,  nays  141. 

So  the  house  refused  to  lav  the  subject  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

Mr.  Gillet  thereupon  withdrew  his  amendment; 
and  the  question  recurring  on  the  proposed  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Harlan — 

Mr.  Cushman  called  for  the  previous  question: 
which  the  house  refused  to  second:  ayes  71,  noes  90. 

So  the  previous  question  was  not  seconded. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  amendment 
again  recurring,  Mr.  Granger  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Harlan  hoped  that  the  house  would  not  op- 
pose the  adoption  of  his  amendment.  It  had  been 
stated  again  and  again,  botli  in  and  out  of  the  house, 
that  a certain  person  residing  in  this  city  occupied 
a room  in  the  treasury  department,  the  rent  of  which 
was  paid  by  that  department;  that  he  communicat- 
ed with  these  deposite  banks,  and  that  through  him, 
under  the  frank  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
the  correspondence  of  the  banks  was  carried  on. 
If  there  was  such  an  agent,  the  people  had  a right 
to  know  it 

He  (Mr.  H.)  did  not  pretend  to  assert  whether 
there  was  such  an  agent  or  not;  but  he  did  say  that 
the  statements  which  had  gone  forth  to  that  effect 
through  the  public  press  and  other  channels,  was 
sufficient  ground  on  which  to  institute  an  inquiry, 
and  to  call  for  a distinct  answer  from  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury. 

The  deposite  banks,  it  was  said,  had  realized  large 
sums  by  means  of  the  public  money.  Two  or  three 
years  before  the  charter  of  the  United  States  bank 
expired,  these  deposites  were  taken  from  that  insti- 
tution, the  place  pointed  out  by  law  for  their  safe 
keeping.  What  amount  the  government  might  have 
lost,  he  could  not  tell.  But  it  was  necessary  the 
people  should  know  what  was  done  with  their  mo- 
ney, and  whether  any  confidential  agent  existed, 
who,  under  the  sanction  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, had  the  control  of  these  institutions. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  said  that  his  only  ob- 
ject in  offering  the  resolution  had  been  to  ascertain 
what  profits  had  been  realized  by  these  banks  out 
of  moneys  deposited  there,  for  which  the  govern- 
ment had  no  use.  As  regarded  the  amendment  pro- 
osed  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  it  would 
e remembered  that  when  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 


ginia, (Mr.  II  ise),  at  a former  period,  offered  a re- 
solution in  a more  extended  form,  asking  for  an  in- 
quiry into  alleged  abuses  in  the  treasury  department, 
lie  (Mr.  G.)  had  voted  for  that  inquiry,  and  he  would 
do  so  again.  But  he  could  not  regard  the  amend- 
ment now  proposed  as  pertinent  to  the  resolution. 
Still,  he  would  vote  for  it.  He  would  ask,  however, 
were  these  deposite  banks  chartered  by  the  o-overn  - 
ment  of  the  United  States,  or  did  they  owe  "any  re- 
sponsibility to  the  government,  except  so  far  as  they 
had  entered  into  contracts?  They  did  not;  and  if 
the  banks  thought  proper  to  expend  their  money  in 
the  employment  of  an  agent  at  Washington,  orelsi  - 
where,  they  had  a right  to  do  so,  so  long  as  they 
did  not  expend  a dollar  of  the  public  money.  If  it 
could  be  shown  that  there  was  any  improper  con- 
nexion between  R.  M.  Whitney,  the  individual  so 
often  referred  to,  or  any  other  person,  and  the  trea- 
sury department  and  deposite  banks,  he  (Mr.  G.) 
was  willing  to  know  the  truth,  and  to  correct  the 
evil,  if  it  existed.  It  had  been  charged  that  the 
friends  of  the  administration  wished  to  conceal  hid- 
den fraud  and  corruption.  Let  them  meetthe  char- 
ges coming  from  a gentleman  politically  opposed  to 
them;  let  him  have  as  full  an  inquiry  as  possible;  and 
although  he  (Mr.  G.)  could  not  consider  the  amend- 
ment as  intimately  connected  with  the  resolution 
still  he  would  never  close  his  eyes  upon  any  fraud,' 
corruption  or  mismanagement,  come  from  what  quar- 
ter it  would;  and  he  would  never  deny  any  inquiry 
which  might  lead  to  its  detection.  Re  did  not  be . 
lieve  that  fraud  or  corruption  could  be  discovered 
but  he  was  desirous  to  give  the  opportunity. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  expressed  the 
gratification  whqch  he  had  felt  in  listening  to  the 
sentiments  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir 
ginia,  (Mr.  Garland).  Without  reflecting  on  the 
motives  of  others,  he  (Mr.  T.)  thanked  thatgentle- 
man  for  the  manly  and  honorable  course  he  had  ta- 
ken in  this  matter. 

The  subject  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney’s  connexion 
with  the  treasury  was  one  of  deep  excitement  in 
every  part  of  the  union.  He  (Mr.  T.)  had  forborne 
to  make  any  charges  or  insinuations,  until  he  had 
evidence  before  him.  Now,  he  desired  that  the 
evidence  sought  by  the  amendment  should  be  pro- 
cured, for  it  had  a most  important  bearin''  on  the' 
whole  subject.  And  he  must  be  permitted  to  say 
that,  if  he  did  not  raise  the  cry  of  democracy  Vo 
loudly  and  so  constantly  as  some  men,  he  was  yet 
democrat  enough  to  have  confidence  that  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  would  d;  what  was  right,  when 
they  understood  what  was  right;  and  any  opposition 
to  this  investigation  would  come  with  an  ill  <rrace 
from  those  who  professed  themselves  to  be  the 
friends  of  the  people.  He  wished  to  know  what 
was  the  nature  of  R.  M.  Whitney’s  connexion  with 
these  banks,  and  what  compensation  he  received. 
Let  the  suspicions  which  were  abroad  be  either  put 
down  or  confirmed.  Whatever  this  individual’s 
connexion  might  turn  out  to  be  with  the  banks,  he 
(Mr.  T.)  believed  it  to  be  an  absolute  autocracy; 
he  believed  that  the  “sic  volo,  sic  jubeo”  of  R.  m'. 
Whitney  placed  money  in  the  banks  and  took  "mo- 
ney out  oi  them.  He  believed  such  to  be  the  fact 
though  he  did  not  know  it;  and  if  R.  M.  AVhitney 
had  this  power,  was  it  not  all-important  that  the  peo- 
ple should  know  it?  He  (Mr.  T.)  had  nothin''  to 
say  about  his  character;  but  he  desired  to  know 
whether  R.  M.  Whitney  was  not  influenced  by  dou- 
ceurs from  these  banks;  whether  it  was  true  that  he 
received  fifty  thousand  dollars  a year,  as  had  been 
stated.  A bank  which  had  a million  of  the  public 
money  on  deposite,  which  W'as  yielding  #'60,000  per 
annum,  could  readily  alford  to  pay  a part  of  the  com- 
pensation named.  He  (Mr.  T.)  thought  his  suspi 
cions  that  such  a sum  was  paid  would  be  confirmed. 
In  any  event,  he  desired  to  submit  the  case  to  the 
American  people,  with  a full  knowledge  of  all  the 
cii  cumstances.  He  hoped  the  gentlemen  opposed 
to  him  would  meet  him  fully  in  this  instance.  If  all 
was  lair  as  it  should  be,  and  as  he  trusted  it  might 
rove  to  be,  let  the  friends  of  the  administration 
ave  all  the  benefit  which  would  result  from  the  re- 
futation of  the  charges. 

Mr.  D.  J.  Pearce  said  he  had  voted  to  lay  the  re- 
solution and  amendment  on  the  table,  because  he 
was  opposed  both  to  the  one  and  the  other. 

He  was  in  favor  of  any  resolution  directing  in- 
quiry into  any  department  of  the  government 
where,  in  the  nature  of  things,  it  was  proper  the  in- 
quiry should  be  made.  He  considered  the  whole 
proposition  as  a work  of  supererogation.  He  would 
vote  for  the  resolution  if  any  gentleman  who  view- 
ed the  subject  in  a different'light  to  himself,  would 
put  it  in  a proper  shape.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Harlan)  wanted  a committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  house,  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther the  secretary  of  the  treasury  had  assumed  bank- 
ing privileges;  whether  R.  M.  Whitney  was  station- 
ed here  as  the  agent  of  the  deposite  banks,  with  a 
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view  of  giving  him  privileges  above  other  individu- 
als, and'  of  receiving  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  a protection  which  the  secretary  could  not 
correctly  confer  upon  another  man,  nor  legally  upon 
him,  (R.  M.  W.)  if,  in  short,  the  question  was  to 
resolve  itself  into  one  of  malfeasance  or  malversa- 
tion in  office,  he  (Mr.  P.)  was  willing,  for  one,  that 
the  committee  should  be  raised,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  should  be  at  the  head  of  it,  and  that 
he  should  fully  investigate  all  charges,  so  far  as  they 
can  be  made  against  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

But  suppose  that  Reuben  M.  Whitney  was  the 
agent  of  the  deposite  banks.  He  was  not  an  agent 
under  any  act  of  congress,  or  under  any  power 
which  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  could  exercise. 
He  was  the  agent  by  virtue  of  a contract  between 
him  and  the  deposite  banks.  What  right  had  the 
house  or  the  secretary  or  the  treasury  to  ask  these 
banks  if  they  had  an  agent,  or  what  compensation 
was  given  to  him?  They  might  answer  the  ques- 
tion if  they  thought  proper;  and,  if  they  did  not 
think  proper  to  answer  it,  the  house  would  be  no 
wiser  by  adopting  this  resolution. 

It  had  been  said  that  R.  M.  Whitney  was  seen  in 
this  city,  sometimes  in  his  office,  sometimes  reading 
newspapers,  and,  because  he  was  so  seen,  the  house 
was  to  adopt  a resolution  making  these  formal  in- 
quiries from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  So  far 
as  any  thing  could  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  se- 
cretaryof  the  treasury,  shewing  an  improper  con- 
nexion between  him  and  Reuben  M.  Whitney, 
or  any  other  individual,  he  (Mr.  P.)  was  wil- 
ling to  go  for  an  inquiry;  but  as  to  these  roving 
investigations,  these  inquisitions,  he  had  expressed 
his  opinion  against  them;  he  believed  that  no  bene- 
fit was  to  be  derived  from  them  by  the  American 
people,  and  that  their  only_  effect  would  be  to  agitate 
the  public  mind.  So  much  (said  Mr.  P.)  for  Reu- 
ben M.  Whitney,  who  (Mr.  P.  apprehended)  was 
one  day  to  become  a great  man,  on  the  ground  that 
those  who  were  great  were  indebted  for  their  eleva- 
tion more  to  their  enemies  than  their  friends;  and 
who,  but  for  the  fictitious  consequence  which  he 
had  gathered  from  the  thousand  rumors  which  had 
been  circulated  against  him,  might  have  glided  on 
to  his  grave  with  the  contemptible  insensibility  of 
an  oyster,  so  far  as  congress  would  have  had  any 
thing  to  do  with  him. 

But  as  to  the  resolution  itself.  When  did  the  bill 
by  which  these  deposites  were  regulated  become  a 
law?  At  the  last  session  of  congress,  he  believed. 
These  banks,  would,  no  doubt,  do  what  they  had 
contracted  to  do  under  the  deposite  bill  of  the  last 
session.  They  were  under  contracts  with  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury — contracts  entered  into  sub- 
sequent to  the  passage  of  that  bill,  and  to  the  re- 
quirements of  which 'they  had  conformed.  But  the 
resolution  of  the  gentlemen  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Garland)  goes  back  to  the  years  1835  and  1836. — 
What  right  had  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  call 
for  this  information?  What  control  could  he  exer- 
cise over  the  banks,  independent  of  what  was  con- 
tained in  the  contract  underthe  deposite  bill?  Would 
the  banks  condescend  to  comply  with  such  require- 
ments? And,  if  not,  of  what  avail  was  the  resolu- 
tion, or  what  benefit  could  result  from  its  adoption? 

He  saw  no  reason  why  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury should  make  inquiries  into  these  banks,  rather 
than  into  any  other  banks,  in  order  to  know  their 
surplus  on  hand.  There  was  evil  to  be  apprehend- 
ed from  the  surplus  on  hand  in  all  the  banks,  but 
this  was  the  result  of  the  banking  system.  If  the 
object  of  the  resolution  really  was  to  confer  benefit 
on  the  public,  then  let  the  inquiry  be  extended  to 
all  similar  institutions  in  the  country.  If  congress 
was  to  legislate  at  all,  let  them  not  legislate  for  the 
few,  but  for  the  whole.  Let  them  legislate  for  the 
people,  for  the  hewers  of  wood  and  the  drawers  of 
water,  for  those  men  who  suffer,  and  are  made  to 
suffer,  in  consequence  of  these  institutions. 

Mr.  Toucey  said  he  could  see  no  objection  to  the 
resolution,  nor  any  substantial  objection  to  the 
amendment.  Could  any  gentlemen  object  to  a sim- 
ple call  for  facts  in  possession  of  the  department, 
where  it  was  deemed  important  by  every  member 
that  they  should  be  in  possession  of  congress?  The 
gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  (Mr.  Pearce)  had  in- 
quired, why  not  as  well  call  for  this  information  in 
relation  to  all  the  banks?  He  (Mr.  T.)  would 
answer.  By  a law  passed  at  the  last  session  of  con- 
gress, and,  by  the  course  of  the  department  under 
that  law,  contracts  had  been  entered  into  with  these 
deposite  banks;  and,  as  a preliminary  to  the  forma- 
tion of  these  contracts,  the  banks  were  required  to 
put  the  department  in  possession  of  certain  infor- 
mation in  relation  to  their  condition  and  business. — 
For  this  reason  he  (Mr.  T.)  would  limit  the  inqui- 
ry to  these  banks.  With  other  banks  congress  had 
nothing  to  do.  He  would,  therefore,  vote  in  favor 
of  the  resolution  and  also  of  the  amendment.  A 
certain  agent  in  the  treasury  department  had  been 


alleged  to  be  in  this  city  performing  certain  acts. — 
The  house  had  already  received  a communication 
from  the  treasury  department  stating  that  that  indi- 
vidual had  no  connexion  with  that  department.  He 
had  a connexion,  for  aught  Mr.  T.  knew,  with  the 
deposite  banks,  and,  so  far  as  he  was  aware,  there 
was  no  impropriety  in  their  employing  such  an 
agent.  But  if  these  banks  had  communicated  facts 
to  the  treasury  department  in  relation  to  that  agent, 
which  it  was  important  for  the  house  to  know,  let 
him  communicate  them. 

The  house  did  not  ask  for  any  information  which 
these  banks  were  not  required  to  give  by  virtue  of 
their  contracts.  They  asked  for  information,  so  far 
as  it  was  in  the  possession  of  the  department.  He 
was  for  light;  for  fair  investigation  and  inquiry;  and 
so  far  as  it  could  properly  be  done,  he  would  ex- 
amine and  sift  the  departments  to  the  bottom.  It 
was  not  for  the  house,  nor  lor  the  legislature,  to  re- 
fuse inquiry  into  any  department.  This  was  not  an 
inquisition;  it  was  a proper  and  legal  inquiry  into  a 
public  department,  not  necessarily  involving  the 
supposition  that  any  thing  was  wrong.  He  hoped 
the  inquiry  would  be  allowed,  and  he  appealed  to 
the  house  to  adopt  the  resolution,  and  thus  throw 
open  the  door  to  discovery,  if  any  thing  there  was 
to  discover. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Harlan: 

“And  whether  the  treasury  department  has  any 
agent  or  attorney  to  correspond  or  communicate 
with  said  deposite  banks,  in  relation  to  the  public 
deposites;  if  so,  who  is  such  agent  or  correspondent; 
what  compensation  is  allowed  to  him,  and  by  whom 
is  such  allowance  made  or  paid.” 

Pending  which,  the  hour  having  elapsed,  the 
house,  on'  motion  of  Mr.  E.  Whittlesey,  passed  to 
the  orders  of  the  day,  being  the  consideration  of 
bills  on  the  calendar  of  private  business. 

The  house  suspended  the  rule  to  enable  Mr. 
Thomson,  of  Ohio,  to  offer  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  use  of  this  hall  be  allowed  for 
an  exhibition  of  the  pupils  of  the  New  England  in- 
stitution for  the  education  of  the  blind,  under  the 
direction  of  Doct.  S.  G.  Howe,  on  Tuesday  next,  at 
half  past  10  o’clock  A.  M.  for  the  space  of  one 
hour. 

The  remainder  of  the  session  was  spent  in  the  con- 
sideration of  bills  forthe  relief  of  individuals;  among 
them  was  the  bill  for  the  relief  the  heirs  of  Louis 
Durett,  which  was  read  a third  time,  but  a final  de- 
cision postponed  until  Friday  next. 

[This  bill  proposes  to  release  to  the  heirs  of  Du- 
rett, sixty  arpens  of  land  in  the  city  of  Mobile  of 
great,  value.] 

Tuesday,  Jan.  3.  After  the  presentation  of  peti- 
tions, Mr.  Ingersoll,  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  reported  a bill  to  provide  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  military  academy  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  1837;  which  was  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  committee  of  the  whole  house  on  the 
state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Yell , from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
made  a report,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the 
house  of  the  20tli  December  last,  accompanied  by 
a bill  to  revive,  in  part,  the  provisions  of  an  act  en- 
titled “an  act  to  grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers 
on  the  public  lands;”  approved  June  19,  1834: 
which  bill  was  committed  to  the  committee  oi  the 
whole  house  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J:  Q.  Jldams, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  revolutionary 
pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  restoring  to  the  list  of  pensioners,  for  servi- 
ces in  the  revolutionary  war,  the  names  of  all  per- 
sons who  were  entitled  to  and  obtained  pensions 
under  the  act  of  18th  March,  1818,  but  whose 
names  were  afterwards  stricken  from  the  list,  and 
have  not  since  been  restored,  for  the  single  reason 
that  they  were  not  in  indigent  poverty. 

Mr.  Harlan  presented  the  joint  preamble  and  re- 
solution of  the  legislature  of  Kentucky,  for  the 
passage  of  a law  compensating  the  troops  called 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  in  virtue  of 
an  order  from  gen.  Gaines  to  the  governor  of  Ken- 
tucky, which  troops  were  destined  for  Camp  Sa- 
bine. but  disbanded  by  the  order  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States. 

The  resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Gillet  on  the  30th 
of  Dec.  relative  to  the  obstructions  to  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Passaic  river,  and  for  the  improvement 
of  the  muoth  of  Black  river,  were  taken  up  and 
agreed  to. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  in  accordance 
with  the  act  of  congress  of  May,  1836,  transmitting 
a statement  of  the  expenditures  made  from  the 
contingent  appropriations  for  the  navy  from  the  1st 
day  of  October,  1835,  to  the  30th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1836. 


The  speaker  also  laid  before  the  house  a commu 
nication  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  trans- 
mitting the  following  statement: 

Statement  of  the  payments  made  to  the  states  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Alabama,  Missouri,  Illinois,  Mis- 
sissippi, Louisiana  and  Arkansas,  out  of  the  five 
per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  land 
within  their  respective  limits;  prepared  in  pursu- 
ance of  a resolution  of  the  house  of 
tives  of  the  26th  December,  1836. 


eprese 


States. 
Ohio 
Indiana 
I Alabama 
Missouri 
j Illinois 
I Mississippi 
Louisiana 
Arkansas 


Proportion  of  5 per  ct.  p> 
3 per  cent. 


5 per  cent. 
3 per  cent. 


-dm’t  paid. 

$464,366  51 
38S,102  61 
301.809  63 
146,929  20 
260.328  96 
338,808  02 
106,535  19 
4,790  00 


$2,011,670  12 

Treasury  department,  register’s  office,  Dec.  26,  1S36, 
T.  L.  SMITH,  register. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour  was 
the  following  resolution  heretofore  offered  by  Mr. 
Garland,  of  Virginia: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  com- 
municate to  this  house,  if  within  his  power,  a 
statement  of  the  dividends  and  surpluses  which 
were  declared  by,  and  surpluses  and  contingent 
funds  remaining  in,  the  several  banks  in  which  the 
public  money  is  deposited  for  the  years,  1833,  ’34, 
’35,  ’36,  severally. 

To  which  Mr.  Harlan  had  offered  the  following 
amendment: 

“And  that  he  state  also,  whether  the  salary  or 
compensation  of  an  agent  at  the  seat  of  the  general 
government  composes  a part  of  the  expenses  of  the 
said  banks;  the  name  of  the  said  agent,  and  the  se- 
veral sums  paid  to  him  by  the 'said  institutions  re- 
spectively.” 

To  which  amendment,  Mr.  Vanderpoel  hereto- 
fore offered  the  following  amendment: 

“And  whether  the  treasury  department  has  any 
agent  or  attorney  to  correspond  or  communicate 
with  said  deposite  banks,  in  relation  to  the  public 
deposites;  if  so,  who  is  such  agent  or  correspon- 
dent; what  compensation  is  allowed  to  him,  and  by 
whom  is  such  allowances  made  or  paid.” 

The  house  was  addressed  at  length  by  Mr.  Pey- 
ton-, after  which,  Mr.  Garland  proposed  to  modiiy 
his  resolution  by  adding  thereto  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  nine  members  be 
appointed  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  whether 
the  several  banks  employed  for  the  deposite  of  the 
public  moneys  have  all  or  any  of  them,  by  joint  or 
several  contract,  employed  an  agent  to’ reside  at 
the  seat  of  government  to  transact  their  business 
with  the  treasury  department;  what  is  the  charac- 
ter of  the  business  which  he  is  so  employed  to 
transact;  what  compensation  he  receives;  whether 
said  agent,  it  there  be  one,  has  been  employed  at 
the  request  or  through  the  procurement  of  the  trea- 
sury department;  wdiether  the  business  of  the  trea- 
sury department  with  said  banks  is  conducted 
through  said  agent;  and  whether  in  the  transaction 
of  any  business  confided  to  said  agent  he  receives 
any  (ompensation  from  the  treasury  department, 
and  tnat  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for 
persois  and  papers. 

Tlnreupon  Mr.  Harlan  withdrew  his  amendment, 
(which  carried  with  it  also  the  amendment  to  the 
amencment,  offered  by  Mr.  Vanderpoel). 

Mr  .McKay  offered  the  following  additional  reso- 
lutionto  the  first  resolution  of  Mr.  Garland,  which 
Mr.  G accepted: 

Reslved,  further , That  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury rport  the  actual  amount  of  public  moneys 
each  o said  banks  has  held  on  deposite  on  the  first 
day  ofeach  quarter  in  the  aforesaid  years  respec- 
tively, ogether  with  any  other  information  which 
will  sbw  what  proportion  of  .said  dividends  and 
surpluss  has  been  derived  by  the  said  banks  from 
the  usqff  the  public  moneys.  Also,  as  far  as  can 
be  ascetained,  what  have  been  the  dividends  and 
surpluss  of  an  equal  number  of  other  banks  than 
those  tkt  have  the  public  moneys  for  the  last  two 
years. 

And  Ihe  question  on  the  original  resolution  of 
Mr.  Gtland  was  taken  and  carried.  And  the 
questioi  on  the  modified  resolution  proposed  by 
Mr.  Mc.ay,  was  taken,  and  also  carried. 

The  nestion  then  recurring  on  the  additional 
resolutin  of  Mr.  Garland,  in  relation  to  the  exist- 
ence of  he  agent  for  the  deposite  banks,  &c. 

Mr.  Chambers  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  tre  ordered,  and  being  taken,  were,  yeas 
199,  nav  none. 

_ So  allhree  resolutions  were  adopted  by  a una- 
nimous t>te. 
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ninth  annual  report  of  the  president  and  directors 
thereof,  which  affords  a gratifying  view  of  the  pro- 
gress and  prospects  of  that  company  in  the  highly 
important  work  of  internal  improvement  in  which 
they  are  engaged. 

We  have  not  received  any  official  report  from  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company,  or  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  rail  road  company  of  the  progress  of 
those  companies  the  present  year,  in  executing 
those  great  works,  so  vitally  important  to  the  com- 
mercial, financial  and  general  interests  and  prosperi- 
ty of  the  state;  but  we  presume,  of  course,  that  such 
reports  will  be  submitted  to  your  consideration  at 
your  present  session. 

Such  are  the  character  and  magnitude  of  those 
works,  the  immensity  of  the  trade  they  are  intend- 
ed, and  cannot  when  completed  fail  to  attract  to  our 
commercial  metropolis,  and  the  deep  financial  inter- 
est of  the  state  connected  with  them,  that  their 
speedy  completion  is  a matter  of  such  high  and 
pressing  importance  as  to  demand  from  all  concern- 
ed the  most  vigorous  and  energetic  efforts  to  accom- 
plish it. 

In  conformity  to  the  44th  resolution  of  the  last 
general  assembly,  directing  the  procurement  of  full 
length  portraits  of  the  late  William  Paca,  Samuel 
Chase,  and  Thomas  Stone,  three  of  the  signers  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  from  this  state,  we 
succeeded  in  procuring  the  services  of  John  B.  Bord- 
ley,  a young  and  eminent  native  artist,  who  has  exe- 
cuted the  paintings  in  a highly  creditable  manner. 
These  portraits  may  now  be  seen  appropriately  ar- 
ranged in  the  senate  chamber,  by  the  side  of  that  of 
the  distinguished  Carroll,  and  altogether  present  to 
the  eye  of  the  beholder  a most  interesting  and  im- 
pressive spectacle. 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  last  ge- 
neral assembly,  in  relation  to  the  manuscript  histo- 
ry of  Maryland,  by  John  Leeds  Bozman,  presented 
to  the  state  by  John  Leeds  Kerr,  esq.  we  contract- 
ed with  Messrs.  Lucas  & Deaver,  of  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  for  printing  at  least  one  thousand  copies 
of  that  work;  five  hundred  copies  of  which  we  re- 
served to  the  state,  to  be  delivered  by  the  said  Lu- 
cas & Deaver  within  eighteen  months,  well  bound 
in  sheep,  at  $4  per  copy.  . 

The  repairs  of  the  public  grounds  around  the 
state  house  have  not  yet  been  entirely  completed. 
The  new  stone  wall  and  iron  railing  appear  to  be  ex- 
ecuted in  a substantial  and  workmanlike  manner; 
and  with  the  exception  of  the  gates  to  be  placed  at 
the  three  entrances  to  the  circle,  this  portion  of  the 
work  may  be  said  to  be  completed.  There  are  some 
trifling  improvements  which  remain  to  be  done  on 
the  interior  of  the  circle,  such  as  removing  rubbish 
and  grading  the  ground,  to  which  objects  we  think  a 
small  additional  appropriation  should  be  directed. 
Alter  these  repairs  and  improvements  shall  have 
been  thoroughly  consummated,  it  will  be  with  you 
to  decide  upon  the  expediency  of  appointing  a suit- 
able person,  with  a small  salary,  to  take  care  of  the 
public  grounds  and  other  state  property,  and  to  keep 
them  in  suitable  order. 

Under  the  resolution  No.  66,  of  the  last  annual 
session,  we  have  caused  to  be  transcribed  the  origi- 
nal journal  of  proceedings  of  the  council  of  safety,  for 


11,  is  a copy,  was  addressed  to  the  attorney  gene- 
ral. 

We  have  not  received  an  official  copy  of  the  or- 
dinance of  the  mayor  and  city  council  of  Baltimore, 
regulating  sales  by  auction,  referred  to  in  the  letter 
of  Mr.  Lemmon,  nor  any  other  evidence  of  their 
proceedings  under  it.  But  we  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve that,  in  addition  to  the  prosecution  of  auc- 
tioneers, for  selling  under  the  authority  of  the  state, 
that  the  mayor  and  city  council  have  licensed  auc- 
tioneers, who  are  selling  under  their  authority,  in 
violation  of  the  law  of  the  state. 

We  have  deemed  it  our  duty,  to  submit  this  sub- 
ject to  your  consideration,  with  the  view  to  such 
further  legislation  as  you  may  deem  necessary  for 
preserving  the  revenue  arising  from  this  source,  and 
for  maintaining  and  enforcing  the  state  law. 

We  transmit  herewith  some  claims  for  militia  ser- 
vices in  Cecil  county,  which,  not  having  authority, 
under  existing  laws,  to  settle,  we  submit  for  your 
consideration. 

Since  the  last  session  of  the  general  assembly,  we 
have  received  lrom  the  governors  of  the  states  of 
New  York  and  Maine,  copies  of  sundry  resolutions 
passed  by  the  legislatures  of  those  states,  in  relation 
to  slavery  and  abolitionism,  which  in  conformity 
with  the  requests  accompanying  said  resolutions, 
we  herewith  transmit  for  your  consideration. 

The  indications  from  various  quarters  of  a dispo- 
sition to  press  upon  the  public  attention  the  subject 
of  slavery,  with  a view  to  its  abolition,  which  have 
been  occasionally  manifested  for  many  years  past, 
have,  within  the  last  few  years,  assumed  an  aspect 
and  importance  vitally  affecting  the  people  of  the 
states,  in  which  a slave  population  exists  to  any 
considerable  extent. 

Whatever  opinions  may  be  entertained  by  others, 
or  by  us,  of  slavery,  “in  the  abstract,’’  the  circum- 
stances under  which  it  exists  in  the  states  of  this 
union,  are  such  as  to  forbid  a general  emancipation, 
even  if  the  desire  to  accomplish  it  were  universal, 
whilst  the  present  ameliorated  condition  and  gene- 
ral treatment  of  slaves  are  such,  as  to  leave  the 
friends  and  advocates  of  emancipation  no  hope  of 
bettering  their  condition  generally,  by  the  success 
of  their  exertions.  It  is  believed  that  most  erro- 
neous notions  on  this  subject,  (particularly  as  re- 
lates to  the  condition  and  treatment  of  slaves),  are 
generally  entertained  in  the  non-slaveholding  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  and  that  it  is  the  superficial 
and  imperfect  view  taken  of  the  matter,  by  such 
of  tie  citizens  of  non-slaveholding  states,  as  are 
actuated  by  good  and  humane  intentions,  that  has 
caused  the  misguided  zeal  and  efforts  which  have 
become  so  threatening  in  their  consequences.  They 
have  looked  principally  to  evils,  (as  they  supposed 
them),  to  be  remedied,  without  due  consideration, 
or  being,  (from  their  local  situations),  qualified  to 
orm  just  conceptions  of  the  many  and  various  dif- 
ficulties to  be  encountered,  and  dangers  to  be  ap- 
prehended, in  carrying  into  effect  their  wishes  and 
views.  We  have  no  doubt,  but  that  a large  portion 
of  our  fellow  citizens  who  have  engaged  in,  and  are 
zealously  pursuing  measures  to  effect  a general 
emancipation  of  slaves  are  actuated  by  the  best 
motives,  and  conscientiously  believe  themselves  to 


to 


ral 


the  years  1774  and  1775,  and  the  original  journal  of  be  performing  a sacred  duty  of  humanity;  but  we 
the  convention  of  1774,  and  the  correspondence  and  are  equally  confident,  that  many  of  the  most  in- 
other  papers  connected  with  those  interesting  bodies,  temperate  and  noisy  declaimers  upon  the  subject, 
and  periods  of  our  history.  By  an  inspection  of  this  are  influenced  by  very  different  motives, 
transcript,  the  reader  will  find  that  numerous  high-  We  cannot  permit  ourselves  to  believe  that  it 
ly  valuable  and  interesting  papers,  have  been  thus  is  the  deliberate  purpose  of  any  respectable  portion 
preserved  from  oblivion.  We  have  not  been  able  to  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  much  less  of 
give  but  a cursory  examination  to  the  numerous  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  general  or  any 
other  papers,  recently  brought  to  light.  It  will  re-  state  government,  to  infringe  the  rights  of  the  states, 
main  for  the  executive  hereafter  to  determine  upon  where  slavery  exists,  or  of  the  citizens  holding 
a fuller  examination  of  them,  what  portion,  if  any.  slaves;  yet  it  cannot  bs  denied,  and  ought  not  to 
ought  to  be  transcribed,  to  carry  out  the  views  o:  be  concealed,  that  opinions  have  been  expressed  as 
the  legislature,  as  expressed  in  the  resolution  on  tha' well  in  congress,  as  in,  if  not  by  several  state  le- 
subject.  gislatures,  which  look  to  the  adoption  of  some 

The  various  other  resolutions  passed  at  the  las  measure  by  the  general  government  upon  this  sub- 
session of  the  general  assembly,  and  which  we  wen  ject,  which  cannot  be  effected,  but  in  violation  of 


directed  to  carry  into  effect,  have  received  a du 
portion  of  our  attention,  and  the  most  of  them,  w 
are  pleased  to  announce,  have  been  satisfactorily  ex 
ecuted. 

A communication  from  Robert  Lemmon,  esq.  on 
of  the  auctioneers  within  the  city  of  Baltimore,  un 
der  the  authority  of  the  state,  was  received  by  u 
on  the  23d  day  of  July  last,  stating  that  a suit’ ha 
been  instituted  against  him,  by  the  mayor  and  cit 
council  of  Baltimore,  for  the  recovery  of  a fine  < 
$500,  for  not  complying  with  their  ordinance,  the 
recently  passed,  for  the  regulation  of  sales  by  au< 
tion;  and  calling  on  us,  (as  the  measure  was  an  a 
tack  both  on  the  law  and  revenue  of  the  state),) 
direct  our  law  officer  to  resist  it  at  the  state’s  cos 
This  request  appearing  to  us  reasonable  and  prope 
we  directed  the  clerk  of  the  council  to  apprise  M 
Lemmon  thatit  would  be  complied  with,  and  by  oi 
direction  the  letter  of  which  document  marked  N 


the  rights  and  privileges  of  both:  for  it  is  a matter 
with  which  that  government  has  nothing  to  do, 
and  with  which  it  can,  in  no  manner  interfere,  with- 
out overstepping  the  bounds  of  its  authority,  and 
trespassing  upon  rights,  and  assuming  powers  never 
conceded  to  it. 

We  have  deemed  it  our  duty,  at  this  time,  to 
invite  your  particular  attention  to  this  exciting 
subject,  and  to  express  frankly,  our  views  of  its 
most  vital  importance,  and  earnestly  recommend 
that  it  be  distinctly  made  known,  that  we  cannot 
recognize  in  any  of  our  sister  states,  or  their  citi- 
zens, any  right  to  interfere  with  our  slaves;  and  that 
we  unequivocally  deny  any  authority  in  the  gene- 
ral government  to  legislate  upon  the  subject  of 
their  emancipation,  or  to  disturb  our  rights  of  pro- 
perty in  them,  in  any  manner  whatsoever. 

It  is  confidently  hoped  and  believed,  that  a tem- 
perate, vet  firm  and  determined  expression  of  the 


unanimous  resolution  of  the  slaveholding  stab 
adhere  to  and  vindicate  their  rights  on  this  sub 
against  all  extraneous  interference  would  1 
salutary  effect  in  awakening  all  calm,  thinki: 
well  intentioned  abolitionists,  (and  without 
countenance  and  aid,  the  evil  intentioned  wool 
impotent  and  soon  cease  their  efiorts),  to  r c 
deliberate  reconsideration  and  thorough  exr.i: 
tion  of  the  whole  subject,  in  all  its  aspeci 
tendencies,  as  would  induce  them  to  cease  t 
labors— fruitless  of  any  good;  but  tending  to  i. 
mischief,  and  to  produce  restlessness,  dissolu- 
tion, inquietude  and  consequent  insurbordina 
of  slaves,  and  vexation,  alarm  and  increased 
on  the  part  of  masters. 

We  are  encouraged  to  entertain  this  hope,  \ 
much  confidence,  by  the  fact  which  we  have 
derstood,  and  believe  to  be  true,  that  almost  ei 
intelligent  gentleman,  from  any  of  the  non- 
holding states,  who  has  left  home  friendly  to 
abolition  cause,  and  travelled  extensively  i.: 
south,  has  had  his  mind  changed,  and  withdr 
his  countenance  and  support  from  that  cause,  t. 
has  been  nearly  the  uniform  result  of  becor 
acquainted  fully,  in  any  way,  with  the  true 
and  general  condition  of  slaves  in  the  United  Bl  - 
and the  various  circumstances  which  render  gc  i. 
emancipation  impracticable,  and  the  moven,,  : 
and  proceedings  with  that  view  irritating  to  i 
ters,  prejudicial  to  slaves,  and  altogether  impel  Ac 
and  unwarrantable. 

Having  thus,  in  a cursory  manner,  alluded  to  the 
various  subjects,  to  which  we  considered  it  pruju  r 
to  direct  your  attention,  we  cannot  conclude  this 
communication,  without  the  expression  of  our  c,  i- 
nest  hope  that  ail  your  deliberations  may  be  charac- 
terized by  wisdom,  moderation  and  firmness;  a.  I 
that  they  may  redound  to  the  interest,  the  pros;,  ci- 
ty and  glory  of  the  state.  Maryland,  at  this  o- 
ment,  occupies  a most  conspicuous  stand  ana  ng 
her  sisters  of  the  union.  She  has  witness:  <! 
rapid  strides  to  wealth  and  power,  in  most  of  1 o 
states,  which  have  distinguished  the  last  few  \ > rs, 
and  has  nobly  determined  to  enter  the  lists  of  c - 
petition.  We  need  not  dwell,  at  length,  upon  be 
advantages  of  her  geographical  position.  Tlu  . re 
such  as  must  force  themselves  upon  the  att>  a n 
of  every  individual,  vho  bestows  the  small:  . - 

flection  on  the  subject  It  is,  therefore,  the  cl 
dictate  of  a wise  policy,  and  no  less  the  duty 
prudent  legislature,  that  these  advantages,  \ 
which  the  God  of  nature  had  blessed  us,  show: 
made  instrumental  in  advancing  the  power 
welfare  of  the  state.  To  effect  these  great  and  ; ; - 
ramount  objects,  the  internal  improvement  lav.  . f 
last  May  session  was  passed;  and  we  cannoi  re- 
frain from  expressing  it  as  our  deliberate  convic- 
tion, that  the  designs  of  that  most  liberal  and  be- 
neficent act,  will  be  successfully  achieved,  b 
(he  lapse  of  many  years,  should  nothing  occur  to 
blight  the  animating  prospects  which  we  now 
joy.  Upon  the  completion  of  the  great  woil  - of 
improvement  designed  to  connect  the  Chcsa;.  ■ 
with  the  waters  of  the  Ohio,  a new  era  will  c . 
mence  in  our  state;  an  era  of  increasing  popul-  ...  ;, 
and  of  agricultural,  manufacturing  and  comm:  i ;1 
prosperity,  such  as  we  have  never  yet  know::. 
Under  these  circumstances,  we  hope  that  no  i > 
sures  will  be  taken  which  might  retard  this  an  i- 
cious  event,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  ail 
unite  to  hasten  its  approaches  all  are  deeply  .- 
terested  in  its  consummation. 

We  have  only  to  add,  gentlemen,  that  we  11 
be  found  ever  ready  to  co-operate  with  you  in  . v 
measures  likely  to  advance  the  interests  and  v - 
fare  of  the  people  of  the  state;  and  to  commnnn  to 
to  you  such  information  as  may  be  required,  on 
subjects  pertaining  to  this  department  of  the  >- 
vernment. 

With  the  highest  consideration,  we  have  tl  e 
honor  to  be  your  obedient  servants, 

THO.  W.  VEAZEY 


1 a 


and 


TWENTY-FOURTH  CONGRESS, 

SECOND  SESSION SENATE. 

January  2.  Mr.  Preston  of  S.  C.  appeared  in  his 
seat. 

After  the  presentation  of  resolutions  and  memo- 
rials, Mr.  Walker  to  whom  it  was  referred,  report- 
ed Mr.  Clay’s  land  bill,  with  an  amendment,  stn>. 
ing  out  the  whole  bill  save  the  enacting  clause.  ; ( 

substituting  another  which  restricts  the  sales  of  bi  - 
public  lands  to  actual  settlers,  and  to  them  in  small 
quantities,  accompanied  with  many  guards  against 
its  being  evaded  by  speculators. 

Mr.  Hendricks,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and 
canals,  reported  a bill  to  continue  the  Cumberland 
and  Ohio  rail  road  through  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana and  Illinois,  for  which  object  it  appropriates 
$500,000,  viz:  $200,000  for  Ohio,  and  $150,000  tor 
each  of  the  other  two  states. 
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Mr.  H.  also  reported  a bill  to  authorise  the  Ohio 
rail  road  company  to  locate  a road  through  the  pub- 
lic lands. 

Also,  a bill  to  complete  the  improvement  of  cer- 
tain rivers  and  roads  in  Florida.  [It  appropriates 
$60,000.] 

Also,  a bill  making  appropriations  to  complete 
certain  military  roads  in  Arkansas.  [It  appro- 
priates $75,000]. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported a biS  to  remit  the  duties  on  goods  destroyed 
by  the  great  fire  in  New  York. 

Mr.  Sevier  reported  a bill  to  ratify  certain  acts  of 
gov.  Pope  in  the  location  of  lands  in  Arkansas. 

Mr.  King,  of  Georgia,  reported  a bill  to  carry  in- 
to effect  the  8th  article  of  the  treaty  with  Spain. 

All  which  bills  received  their  first  reading. 

The  senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  postponed 
the  intervening  orders,  and  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  declaring  the  admission  into 
the  union  of  the  state  of  Michigan. 

This  bill,  reported  on  Thursday  last,  from  the  com- 
mittee on  the  judiciary,  is  in  the  following  terms: 

A bill  to  admit  the  state  of  Michigan  into  the 

union  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 

states. 

Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  congress  of 
June  the  fifteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
entitled  “an  act  to  establish  the  northern  boundary 
of  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the  admis- 
sion of  the  state  of  Michigan  into  the  union,  upon 
the  conditions  therein  expressed,”  a convention  of 
delegates,  elected  by  the  people  of  the  said  state  of 
Michigan,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  their  as- 
sent to  the  boundaries  of  the  said  state  of  Michigan 
as  described,  declared  and  established,  in  and  by  the 
said  act,  did,  on  the  fifteenth  of  December,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-six,  assent  to  the  provisions  of 
said  act:  therefore — 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  tie  state  of  Michigan 
shall  be  one,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  one,  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  admitted  into  the 
union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  states, 
in  all  respects  whatever. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  in  carrying  into  effect  the  thir- 
teenth and  fourteenth  sections  of  the  act  of  the 
twenty-third  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  entitled  “an  act  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the 
public  money,”  shall  consider  the  state  of  Michi- 
gan as  being  one  of  the  United  States. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Calhoun  and 
Grundy,  Mr.  Morris  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  with  instructions  to 
strike  out  the  preamble,  which  refers  to  the  assent 

fiven  by  the  late  convention  in  Michigan  to  the 
oundaries  prescribed  in  the  act  of  congress. 

A debate  now  arose  which  continued  until  the 
usual  hour  of  adjournment;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Ewing, of  Ohio,  the  senate  adjourned. 

[We  will  published  an  abstract  of  this  debate 
hereafter.  For  a notice  of  the  debate  which  en- 
sued on  the  introduction  of  the  bill  see  page  298.] 
January  3.  Amongst  the  petitions  presented  to- 
day was  one,  by  Mr.  Kent,  from  the  corporation  of 
Alexandria,  praying  congress  to  assume  its  amount 
of  stock  in  the  Alexandria  canal,  or  to  make  an  ad- 
vance to  the  corporation  in  money  to  enable  it  to 
complete  the  payment  of  its  subscription  thereto; 

Also,  a petition,  by  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  from 
sundry  citizens  of  Georgetown,  praying  the  estab- 
lishment of  a new  bank,  with  enlarged  banking  ca- 
pital, for  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  be  placed  in 
Washington,  with  branches  in  the  other  citices  ol 
the  District. 

Mr  Crittenden,  from  the  committeeon  claims,  re- 
ported against  a petition  of  the  hon.  John  Forsyth, 
for  compensation  for  injuries  committed  on  his  pro- 
perty by  troops  of  the  United  States  in  Florida. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  hav- 
ing obtained  leave,  introduced  a bill  to  encourage 
the  employment  of  boys  in  the  vessels  of  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  senate  took  up  the 
bill  regulating,  in  certain  cases,  the  disposition  of 
the  proceeds  of  lands  ceded  to  the  United  States  by 
certain  Indian  tribes;  which  was  read  a second  and 
third  time,  and,  after  a brief  explanation  by  Mr. 
Wright,  was  passed. 

A bill  appropriating  two  millions  of  dollars  for 
the  expenses  of  the  Indian  war  was  abo  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  resolutions  of  inquiry  heretofore  submitted 
by  Messrs.  Hubbard,  Morris,  Wall,  Hendricks, 
Walker,  Linn,  Rives,  Davis  and  Ruggles,  and  here- 
tofore published,  were  severally  taken  up  and 
agreed  to. 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  admission  of  the  state  of  Michigan  into 
the  union. 


to 


The  debate  on  this  subject  was  renewed,  with  I was  put  on  Mr.  Morns'  amen 
great  earnestness,  and  the  senate  was  addressed  at  j ble  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  lie 
much  length  by  Messrs.  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Buchanan,  ; and  nays,  as  follows — yeas  18,  na\ 

Benton,  Preston,  Strange  and  Morris.  In  the  course  amendment  to  the  preamble  was 
of  the  debate,  and  alter  candles  were  lighted,  one  j Southard  then  moved  to  strike  out 
or  two  unsuccessful  motions  to  adjourn  were  made,  but  this  motion  was  negatived  by  yeas  and  i 
Finally,  a little  before  7 o’clock,  Mr.  Ewing,  of  j yeas  16,  nays  25.  The  bill  was  thereupon  rc 
Ohio,  renewed  the  motion  to  adjourn;  and  the  yeas  1 to  the  senate,  when  Mr.  Calhoun  mow  d to 
and  nays  having  been  demanded  by  Mr.  Benton, , it  by  striking  out  the  preamble,  and  insertin 


preain- 
gative  by  yeas 
s 23.  i>o  the 
rejected.  Mr. 
the  preamble; 

eupon  reported 


the  vote  was  taken,  and  resulted  as  follows 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Kent,  King,  of 
Alabama,  Knight,  Linn,  Moore,  Morris,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Preston,  Southard,  Strange,  Swift,  Wall, 
White— 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Buchanan,  Dana,  Ful- 
ton, Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King,  of  Geo. 
Page,  Rives,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton,  Walker,  Wright — 17. 

And  the  senate  adjourned. 

January  4.  The  chair  presented  a communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  with  sixty  co- 
pies of  the  Naval  Register  for  1857,  for  the  use  of 
the  senate. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, informing  the  senate  of  the  design  entertain- 
ed, and  the  measures  adopted  by  that  department, 
in  relation  to  the  surplus  money  in  the  treasury, 
with  a statement  of  the  amount  of  that  surplus  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1837. 

[For  the  statement  see  proceedings  of  the  house .] 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia,  reported  a bill  “for  the  erection  of  a hos- 
pital in  the  city  of  Washington.”  Read,  and  order- 
ed to  a second  reading. 

Mr.  Sevier,  from  the  committee  on  private  land 
claims,  reported,  without  amendment,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of  Baron  Bastrop  and  others,  and 
the  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed 

Mr.  Davis,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  to  provide 
for  the  final  settlement  of  the  claims  of  the  several 
states  on  the  U.  States,  to  interest  on  payments  or 
advances  made  by  such  states  during  the  last  war. 

Mr.  Rives,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  authorising 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  make  certain  ad 
vances  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy  on  account  of 
the  navy  pension  fund.  Read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  Prentiss  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  con- 
stituting a board  of  commissioners,  to  be  denomi- 
nated commissioners  of  claims,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  hear  and  examine  all  claims  against  the  Unit- 
ed States  which  may  require  the  special  legislation 
of  congress,  and  report  the  facts  proved,  with  their 
opinion  thereon,  to  congress. 

Mr.  Hubbard  offered"  the  following,  which  wa: 
also  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  pensions  be  in 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 


first  section,  a clause  repealing  so  much  of  the  for- 
mer bill  passed  for  the  admission  of  Michigan  as 
required  her  assent  to  certain  boundaries,  and  ad- 
mitting her  at  once  into  the  union.  He  expressed 
a wish  to  address  the  senate  in  support  of  the 
amendment,  and  thereupon  moved  an  adjournment. 
Mr.  Walker  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
being  taken,  the  senate  refused  to  adjourn — yeas 
13,  nays  24.  Mr.  Calhoun  thereupon,  with  some 
warmth,  declined  speaking  to  the  amendment,  but 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it;  which  were 
accordingly  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  stood — yeas 
12,  nays  25.  So  Mr.  Calhoun’s  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  its  engrossment  for  a third  reading,  Mr.  White 
addressed  the  senate,  explaining  the  grounds  on 
w hich,  though  he  had  voted  against  the  preamble, 
he  should  nevertheless  vote  for  the  bill.  The  ques- 
tion was  at  length  (about  5 o’clock)  taken  on  the 
engrossment  of  the  bill,  (in  the  shape  of  which  it 
was  originally  reported),  and  carried  by  yeas  and 
nays;  yeas  27,  nays  4,  (a  number  of  members  hav- 
ing retired  before  the  vote),  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton.  Brown,  Buchanan.  Da- 
na, Fnlton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard.  King,  of 
Ala.  King,  of  Geo.  Knight,  Linn,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Page,  Parker,  Rives,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier, 
Strange,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Walker,  Wall,  White, 
Wright— 27. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Davis,  Pren- 
tiss— 4 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading,  and  the  senate  adjourned. 

January  5.  The  chair  presented  the  letter  of  re- 
signation of  the  hon.  Alexander  Porter,  of  Louisiana, 
which  was  read. 

After  the  reception  of  petitions  and  reports,  which 
will  be  noticed  when  before  the  senate  for  a final  de- 
cision upon  them,  and  several  resolutions  of  local 
interests  Mr.  King,  of  Ala.  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  finance  be  in- 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  authorising 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  pay  equitable  com- 
missions to  the  attorneys  of  persons  the  sums  award- 
ed to  whom,  under  the  treaty  with  France,  were 
taken  by  debts  due  by  them  to  the  United'States. 

The  chair  presented  a communication  from  the 
navy  department,  with  statements  in  relation  to 
clerks  employed  in  that  department. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  same  department, 
with  a copy  of  a letter  from  the  navy  commission- 
ers, relating  to  an  examination  of  the  waters  of  Nar- 

a resolution  of 


by  law  for  extending  the  provisions  of  the  act  ol 

the  last  session,  giving  pensions  to  widows  in  cer-1  ragansett  bay,  in  accordance  with 
tain  cases,  so  as  to  embrace  the  widows  now  living  the  senate  at  the  last  session 
of  all  soldiers  and  officers  of  the  revolution  who  The  engrossed  bill  to  admit  Michigan  into  the 
would  have  been  entitled  to  pensions  under  the  act  union  having  been  read  a third  time,  and  the  ques- 
of  June  7,  1832.  tion  pending  being  upon  its  passage, 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  Mr.  Calhoun  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  cha- 
unfavorable  report  of  the  committee  of  claims  on  racterizing  it  as  eminently  irregular  in  its  principles, 
the  petition  of  hon.  John  Forsyth.  and  revolutionary  in  its  tendency. 


Mr.  King,  of  Georgia,  remarked,  that  this  report 


embraced  a very  important  question,  as  a great  iwn  opinions  in  relation  to  this  bill,  and  of  the  Bal 


Mr.  Strange  replied,  chiefly  in  vindication  of  his 


many  claims  of  this  kind  were  likely  to  come  be- 
fore the  senate.  He  therefore  moved  that  for  the 
present  the  report  be  laid  on  the  table;  which  was 
done  accordingly. 

The  joint  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Wall,  au- 
thorising the  library  committee  to  procure  the  laws, 
votes,  journals,  &c.  of  the  several  states,  for  the 
use  of  congress,  was  taken  up,  and  considered  as 
in  committee  of  the  whole.  It  was  then  amended, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Robbins,  so  as  to  take  the  sum 
necessary  from  the  ordinary  fund  for  the  increase 
of  the  law  library  of  congress — and  then,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Preston,  it  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  the  library. 

Mr.  King,  of  Georgia,  presented  certain  docu- 
ments translated  from  the  Spanish,  having,  as  he 
stated,  an  important  bearing  on  the  subject  of  car- 
rying into  effect  the  8th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
1819  with  Spain.  Ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Michigan  into 
the  union;  the  question  being  on  the  motion  ol  Mr. 
Morris  to  amend  the  bill- 

After  Mr.  Morris  had  made  a few  supplementary 
and  explanatory  remarks,  Mr.  Bayard  addressed,  at 
large,  the  senate  on  the  subject  of  the  bill,  and  in 
opposition  to  the  principle  involved  in  the  pream- 
ble. The  question  was  further  debated  by  Messrs. 
Brown,  Niks  and  Crittenden,,  when  the  question 


imore  convention. 

Messrs.  Buchanan,  Davis  and  King,  of  Geo.  also 
poke  on  the  subject  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  passed  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 
YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown.  Buchanan, 
Jana,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King, 
f Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia.  Linn,  Nicholas, 
'Tiles,  Page,  Parker,  Rives,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
trange,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Walker,  Wall,  White, 
Vright — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs,  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crit- 
fcnden,  Davis,  Kent,  Moore,  Prentiss,  Southard, 
wift — 10. 

The  senate  then  adjourned, 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

[Mr.  Speight,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared  and 
lok  his  seat  on  Thursday.] 

Friday,  Dec.  30.  The  speaker  laid  before  the 
>use  a message  from  the  president  of  the  United 
ates,  transmitting  a report  from  the  secretary  of 
ate  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  23d  inst. 
lling  for  all  information  which  may  have  been  re- 
lived in  relation  to  the  bequest  of  James  Smith- 
in,  late  of  London,  deceased,  to  found  an  institu- 
>n  at  Washington  for  the  diffusion  of  knowledge. 
The  report  merely  encloses  letters  from  Richivd 
ush,  esq.  the  agent,  announcing  his  arrival  iu 
iindon,  &c.] 


NILES’ 
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the  p ort*rs,  of  the  principal  clerks,  and  of  other  offi- 
cers of  the  establishment,  constantly  resident  within 
the  walls  cf  the  building.  A nightly  watch  of  the 
confidential  officers  of  the  bank,  who  take  turnsin 
Totation,  is  rigidly  required.  A general  survey  nt 
every  department  and  office  of  the  building  is  made 
by  those  gentlemen,  who  are  on  duty  thric«  in  the 
•course  of  every  night — namely,  at  ten  o .block,  at 
midnight,  and  at  four  o’clock  in  the  mooing.  Oc- 
casional surveys  of  the  more  importantapartmenf~> 
are  made  in  the  intervals  between  thesestated  ti'>ie3. 
of  more  or  less  extent,  according  to  rircums-ances, 
and  the  degree  of  vigilance  of  tne  gentlrny11  w ose 
turn  it  is  to  keep  watch.  It  was  to  this  wise  pre- 
caution  that  the  timely  discovery  of  the  recen  re 
is  to  be  attributed.  There  are  sever excellent 
fire  engines  kept  within  the  bank,vkl.c  . ale  111011  1 
ly  inspected  by  the  maker,  and  tie[e  IS  m every  e- 
partmenta  good  supply  of  fire°ackets-  Ia  each,of 
the  yards  of  the  bank  are  -aPacioiis  tonics  judi- 
ciously placed,  and  kept  onstantly  filled  with  wa- 
ter. The  only  deficiency  seern  to  be’ tbe  not  hav‘ 
ingtwo  or  three  resider  Portars  practically  acquain- 
ted with  the  management  of  engines  and  the  want 
of  pickaxes,  saws  v*  crowbars,  to  tear  up  timbers, 
floorings,  or  parties,  which  might  catch  fire. 

Of  the  cause  o the  late  fire,  upon  a careful  resur- 
vey,  no  doubt  n«ld  exist.  The  aperture  cut  through 
the  flooring  'V  the  workmen  and  which  was  sup- 
posed by  t&  clerk  ofthe  works  have  caused  the 
fire  by  'the  fall  of  some  accidental  sparks,  was  found 
to  be  wiolly  untouched  by  fire,  so  that  no  doubt  can 
exist  Jut  the  iron  hearth  had  for  many  days  past 
been  allowed,  by  the  accumulation  of  burning  cin- 
ders, to  become  thoroughly  “saturated  with  heat,” 
and  iron  being  a powerful  retainer  and  conductor  of 
heat,  the  strong  beam  that  passed  under  the  hearth 
and  the  ends  of  the  girders  which  rested  thereon, 
were  gradually  undergoing  a process  of  decay  from 
the  constant  action  ot  heat,  till  at  last  they  burst 
i nto  a state  of  combustion.  The  property  within  the 
bank  is  wholly  uninsured. 

SETTLEMENT  OF  THE  “RESERVE”— 
OHIO. 

From  the  Western  Reserve  Chronicle. 

Canfield,  October  ‘2oth,  1S3S. 

Dear  sir:  I have  been  extremely  anxious  to  ob- 
tain all  the  information  in  the  possession  ofthe  test 
settlers,  relative  to  the  early  history  and  settlemint 
ofthe  Reserve.  Judge  Atwater  has  written  to  ne, 
at  my  request,  and  I know  of  no  better  methodof 
perpetuating  the  facts  he  mentions,  than  to  have  tie 
letter  published.  Very  sincerelv,  yours, 

E.  WHITTLESEY. 

Geo.  Hapgood,  esq. 

Mantua,  June  19,  1S35. 

Elisha  Whittlesey,  esrj. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I send  you  ai 
much  of  an  answer  to  your  inquiries  as  my  me:ns 
of  knowledge  will  at  present  permit. 

The  first  surveying  company  came  up  the  3o- 
hawk  river,  from  Schenectady,  where  it  was  aid, 
one  of  the  boatmen  was  drowned  in  ascendinfthe 
river.  I believe  they  had  four  boats,  one  of  wiich 
was  wrecked  and  lost  on  lake  Ontario,  the  ight 
when  the  boats  ran  by  Fort  Oswego,  (then  irpos- 
session  of  the  British,  and  a few  days  before  iwas 
given  up,  by  what  is  sailed  “Jay’s  treaty”). 

A considerable  portion  of  the  men  were  hud  in 
Ontario  county,  N.  Y.  and  were  not  with  thooats 
at  that  time.  I was  one  ofthe  latter,  who  caie  by 
land  and  drove  cattle  and  pack  horses.  Aout  a 
week  was  spent  at  Buffalo,  to  hold  a counc  with 
the  Indians.  The  principal  chiefs  of  the  S' Na- 
tions, and  many  others,  were  assembled.  After 
many  fine  speeches  had  been  made  and  intereted, 
some  presents  given  and  accepted,  the  pipe  opeace 
smoked,  specimens  of  Indian  dancing  givt,  &c. 
the  council  broke  up,  and  each  one  went  k own 
way,  or  on  their  own  business.  The  sueying 
party  proceeded  on,  some  in  the  boats  and  me  by 
land;  and  all  assembled  on  the  peninsula  of  esque 
Isle,  on  the  morning  of  July  4th,  1796. 

The  day  was  fair  and  pleasant:  the  lake  ill  and 
calm:  the  beach  of  the  lake  tolerably  goodor  tra- 
velling; and  the  boats  and  land  party  arriv  at  the 
mouth  of  Conneaut  creek  a little  before  nset. — 
Having  all  arrived  safe,  and  in  good  hdh  and 
high  spirits,  it  might  be  supposed  all  felt  idy  and 
willing  to  celebrate  the  20th  anniversary  <our  in- 
dependence, in  the  best  manner  the  circistances 
would  admit.  Although  late  in  the  day,  suitable 
number  of  toasts  were  drank,  salutes  of  sill  guns 
fired,  and  the  day  closed  with  general  rejdng  and 
hilarity. 

The  party  then  consisted  of  forty-fivoen,  two 
women  and  one  child,  perhaps  three  or  ur  years 
old,  a son  of  Mr.  Gunn;  and  a negro  m,  Joseph 
Hodge,  commonly  called  black  Joe,  whead  been 


I employed  to  come  from  Buffalo  or  Cataragus  as  an 
1 Indian  interpreter.  He  stayed  but  a few  days. 

The  names  of  the  men,  and  the  capacities  in 
which  they  acted,  were  as  follows:  namely — Moses 
Cleaveland,  agent;  Augustus  Porter,  principal  sur- 
veyor; Moses" Warren,  Seth  Pease,  Milton  Holley,  [ 
Amos’  Spafford,  Richard  M.  Stoddard,  surveyors; 
Joshua  Stow,  commissary;  Theodore  Shepard,  phy- 
sician; Joseph  Tinker,  principal  boatman.  Those 
who  were  employed  and  acted  as  common  assistants 
were — Sam’l  Agnew,  Arnzi  Atwater,  Elisha  Ayers, 
Amos  Barber,  David  Beard,  Stephen  Benton,  John 
Briant,  Shadrach  Benham,  Michael  Coffin,  Nathani- 
el Doan,  Timothy  Dunham,  Samuel  Devenport,  Sa- 
muel Forbes,  George  Gooden,  Francis  Grey,  Eli- 
jah Gunn,  (with  his  wife  and  child),  James  Hacket, 
James  Hamilton,  Luke  Hanchett,  Thomas  Harris, 
Samuel  Hungerford,  William  B.  Hall,  Joseph  Lan- 
don,  John  Lock,  Asa  Mason,  Joseph  Mclntire, 
Ezekiel  Morley,  Titus  V.  Munson,  Charles  Parker, 
George  Proudfit,  Olney  F.  Rice,  Wareham  Shep- 
ard, Amos  Sottel,  Job  P.  Stiles,  (with  his  wife), 
Norman  Wilcock. 

A short  council  was  held  with  the  Missasagua 
Indians,  then  residing  near  that  place,  in  which 
were  explained  the  motives  and  intentions  of  the 
company.  A large  but  rather  uncouth  storehouse 
was  built  on  the  wide  sand  beach,  on  the  east  side 
of  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  which  was  then  covered 
with  standing  timber.  t 

In  a few  days  a party  of  surveyors,  with  their  as- 
sistants, with  pack  horses,  went  and  measured  the 
Pennsylvania  line  from  the  lake  to  near  where  it 
was  supposed  the  south  line  of  the  Reserve  would 
be.  Others  followed  on,  a few  days  after.  This 
point  was  ascertained  by  Mr.  Seth  Pease,  who  had 
conveyed  a quadrant  there  for  that  purpose.  It  was 
done  on  the  high  lands  south  of  the  Mahoning, 
about  half  or  three-fourths  of  a mile  north  of  the 
present  corner  of  the  Reserve.  That  distance  was 
accurately  measured,  and  a large  post  set,  which 
was  supposed  to  be  at  41  degrees  of  north  latitude; 
the  correctness  of  which,  I believe,  has  never  been 
disputed,  and  probably  never  will  be.  From  that 
post,  a line  was  run  west,  as  accurately  as  could 
well  be  done  with  a common  compass.  This  line 
was  run,  that  season,  twenty  miles;  and  the  four 
first  meridians  run  to  the  lake.  Mr.  Holley  ran  the 
first,  Messrs.  Spafford  and  Stoddard  the  second, 
Moses  Warren  the  third,  and  Messrs.  Potter  and 
Pease  the  fourth. 

In  this  expedition  we  suffered  some  for  want  of 
provisions,  and  much  by  fatigue.  The  weather  was 
generally  dry,  and  in  some  instances  water  very- 
scarce.  I was  with  Warren’s  party:  we  were  three 
times  on  short  allowance  of  provision.  It  being  my 
first  campaign  on  that  business,  I thought  it  rather 
bard;  but  something  new  was  everyday  to  be  seen, 
land  our  minds  buoyed  up  with  hopes  of  relief:  and 
on  the  whole  I never  regretted  my  going;  and  was 
ready  and  willing  to  go  on  another  when  called  for. 

The  parallels,  or  east  and  west  lines,  were  nearly 
all  run  this  season,  north  of  No.  6,  and  some  south 
of  that,  on  the  9th,  10th  and  11th  ranges,  to  the  lake 
or  Cuyahoga  river;  and  the  north  part  of  the  meri- 
dians west  of  the  8th  range,  and  east  of  the  Cuya- 
hoga river,  were  run  to  the  lake — the  lake  shore 
traversed  to  where  it  was  supposed  the  west  line  of 
the  Reserve  would  be,  near  Sandusky  bay — the 
Cuyahoga  river  traversed  up  a considerable  dis- 
tance— the  village  of  Cleveland  laid  out,  and  a con- 
siderable part  of  the  100  acre  lots  in  Cleveland  and 
Newburg  were  run;  and  some  division  lines  were 
run  in  Mentor. 

The  last  ot  the  surveying  party  left  the  Reserve 
on  or  about  the  22d  of  October,  leaving  Mr.  Gunn 
and  family,  and  James  Kingsbury’s  family  (who  had 
come  there  in  August),  at  Conneaut.  These  fami- 
lies suffered  for  the  want  of  provision  and  other  ne- 
cessaries of  life,  as  I believe,  very  severely.  Mr. 
Job  P.  Stiles  and  wife  were  left  at  Cleveland. — 
Capt.  Paine,  now  of  Chardon,  came  there  after  we 
left,  and  staid  with  them  through  the  winter. 

The  surveying  party  were  very  healthy,  and  no 
serious  accident  befel  any  one.  We  left  the  Re- 
serve in  as  high  spirits  as  when  we  arrived. 

Of  all  this  party,  I was  for  several  years  the  only 
one  living  on  the  Reserve.  Mr.  Ezekiel  Morley 
came  and  settled  in  Chester  two  or  three  years 
ago.  The  most  of  them,  I believe,  are  dead. 

The  survey  into  townships  and  some  townships 
lotted,  together  with  the  equalization  tracts,  was 
completed  in  1797:  but  this  must  bo  the  subject  of 
another  communication,  if  done  at  all.  I have  has- 
tily written  the  foregoing,  and  you  will  perceive  it 
is  not  very  correct  as  to  style,  language,  &c  ; but  I 
believe  it  contains  nothing  but  a simple  narrative  of 
facts.  I am  sensible  that  I have  written  many  un- 
important things,  but  such  as  they  are,  I cheerfully 
present  them.  I am  yours,  very  respectfully, 

AMZI  ATWATER. 


The  surveying  party  were  much  in  a habit  of 
giving  names  to  places  and  things.  In  some  in- 
stances these  names  have  been  retained.  Meander 
creek,  and  Musketoe  creek,  both  emptying  into  the 
Mahoning  in  Weatherfield,  were  named  by  Moses 
Warren,  esq.  the  former  on  account  of  its  meander- 
ing course,  on  the  third  meridian  which  he  run, 
and  the  latter  on  account  of  the  numerous  swarms 
of  those  little  troublesome  insects  which  in  those 
days  were  the  great  affliction  of  woodmen.  Tin- 
ker’s creek,  which  empties  into  the  Cuyahoga  in 
Independence,  was  named  after  Joseph  Tinker,  the 
boatman,  who  claimed  the  honor,  in  imitation  of 
great  navigators,  by  right  of  discovery. 

The  small  species  of  rattlesnakes,  which  were 
very  numerous,  and  to  us  unknown,  were  called 
Missasaguas,  after  the  resident  Indians,  which 
name  I believe  they  have  generally  been  known  by 
to  the  present  time.  A.  A. 


MESSAGE  OF  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  MA- 
RYLAND. 

Executive  department,  Annapolis,  Dec.  28 th  1836. 
Gentlemen  of  the  senate, 

and  of  the  house  of  delegates: 

In  discharging,  on  the  present  occasion,  the  cus- 
tomary duty  of  submitting  to  you,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  your  session,  such  matters  of  public  con- 
cern as  may  seem  to  demand  the  consideration  of 
the  general  assembly,  we  cannot  refrain,  in  the  out- 
set of  this  communication,  from  congratulating  you, 
and  the  people  of  the  state  at  large,  upon  the  re- 
storation of  peace  and  quiet  within  our  borders; 
upon  the  harmony  which  prevails  among  our  citi- 
zens; and  upon  the  praiseworthy  desire,  manifested 
in  every  quarter,  of  uniting  zealousy  and  in  the 
best  spirit,  for  the  advancement  of  the  true  glory 
and  welfare  of  the  state. 

There  is,  in  our  opinion,  no  truth  more  obvious, 
or  scarcely  more  important  to  be  known  and  recog- 
nized in  every  well  regulated  government,  than 
that  the  undue  prevalence  and  excitement  of  the 
spirit  of  party  are  calculated  to  disturb  the  peace  of 
society,  and  create  serious  and  permanent  evils  in 
the  body  politic.  This  salutary-  lesson  is  exempli- 
fied in  the  history  of  all  governments,  but  it  is  more 
particularly  striking  in  those  whose  foundations 
are  based  upon  republican  principles.  If  it  were 
necessary  to  travel  beyond  the  limits  of  our  own 
observation  and  experience  to  establish  the  truth  of 
these  remarks,  we  might  show,  that  in  the  anarchy 
and  consequent  destruction  of  most,  if  not  all  the 
free  governmentsof  both  ancient  and  modern  times, 
an  inflamed  party  spirit  has  been  a most  prominent 
and  efficient  agent.  But  it  is  not  necessary  to  do 
so.  In  our  own  times — here — in  our  own  state, 
and  before  our  own  ,eyes — have  we  witnessed  the 
extreme  to  which  the  undue  indulgence  of  the  spirit 
of  party  leads.  But,  happily,  in  our  case,  the  pa- 
triotism of  the  community  was  aroused  to  the  dan 
gers  with  which  we  were  threatened,  and  the  issue 
ofthe  recent  occurrences  furnishes  a practical  illus 
tration  of  the  stability  of  free  institutions,  when 
supported  by  a patriotic  and  intelligent  people. 

In  this  connexion  We  would  respectfully  invite1 
your  attention  to  the  proclamation  and  message 
which  we  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  house  of 
delegates,  on  the  25th  ultimo,  copies  of  which  we 
herewith  transmit  to  the  senate.  These  documents 
exhibit  the  action  of  the  executive,  and  the  views 
entertained  by  us  of  the  further  measures  necessa- 
ry and  proper  to  be  adopted  in  relation  to  the  ex- 
traordinary occurrences  of  which  they  treat.  The 
more  we  reflect  on  this  subject,  the  more  thorough- 
ly are  we  persuaded  that  your  action  concerning  it, 
is  a duty  of  the  most  weighty  and  responsible  cha- 
racter, and  we,  therefore,  earnestly  hope  that  you 
will  take  into  your  serious  consideration,  without 
any  unnecessary  delay,  our  election  and  criminal 
law-s,  with  the  view  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of 
any  similar  conduct  in  all  future  time. 

Among  the  first  acts  which  it  will  be  necessary 
for  you  to  perform,  is  the  passage  of  such  a law,  as 
will  entitle  this  state  to  the  reception  of  her  portion 
ofthe  surplus  revenue  of  the  United  States,  under 
the  deposite  law  of  the  last  session  of  the  national 
congress.  It  is  probable  that  the  sum  which  Ma 
ryland  will  be  entitled  to  receive  under  that  act, 
will  not  fall  far  short  of  a million  and  a half  of  dol- 
lars. The  application  of  this  large  fund,  will 
therefore  necessarily  constitute  a prominent  sub- 
ject for  deliberation  at  your  present  session,  as  the 
whole  amount  of  it  will  fall  due  before  the  next  an- 
nual session  of  tho  general  assembly. 

The  internal  improvement  law  of  the  extra  ses- 
sion in  May  last,  having  amply  provided  for  work 
of  this  character,  bv  authorising  the  negotiation  of 
a loan  of  eight  millions  of  dollars— the  whole  of 
w'hich  sum  is  appropriated  to  this  most  important 
object— (and  which  we  think  should  not  be  divert- 
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ed  to  any  other),  we  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to 
recommend  that  the  amount  which  may  be  receiv- 
ed by  this  state,  as  her  portion  of  the  surplus  reve- 
nue referred  to,  be  invested  either  in  the  eight  mil- 
lion loan,  the  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
canal  company,  and  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail 
road  company,  lately  subscribed  for  under  the  in- 
ti mal  improvement  act,  or,  in  some  other  perma- 
n i I and  profitable  stock;  and  that  the  interest  or 
dividends  to  be  annually  received  therefrom,  be 
appli  d to  the  general  purposes  of  the  state,  until 
the  treasury  shall  be  relieved  from  the  balance 
which  has  appeared  against  it  for  several  past 
years,  and  be  in  condition  to  meet,  from  other 
sources,  all  demands  against  it;  and  that,  thereafter, 
the  said  interest  on  dividends  be  appropriated  to 
the  advancement  of  education. 

It  is  believed  that  the  appropriation  of  the  ac- 
cruing interest  upon  said  fund,  lor  about  three  or 
four  years,  to  the  general  purposes  of  the  treasury, 
a:  id  the  completion  of  the  great  works  of  internal 
improvement,  in  which  the  state  has  large  invest- 
ments— which  may  and  ought  to  be  effected  in  the 
same  time — will  relieve  the  state  treasury  from  all 
■difficulty,  and  leave  it,  thereafter,  with  ample  re- 
sources, independent  of  said  fund,  to  meet  all  the 
ordinary  and  necessary  expenses  of  the  govern- 
ment,  and  demands  against  it.  And  it  will  proba- 
bly require  about  the  same  length  of  time,  to  ma- 
ture and  to  get  into  operation,  a general  system  of 
e.luc  ition  commensurate  with  the  increased  means 
of  sustaining  it. 

'i'  the  importance  of  education,  it  is  not  necessa- 
ry lor  us  to  speak  in  lengthened  terms.  That  is  a 
subject  upon  which  we  all  harmonize  in  opinion. 
Confessedly  the  greatest  blessing,  and  most  secure 
palladium  of  a free  people — their  lirmest  reliance 
for  the  perpetuity  of  their  freedom,  and  for  the  dis- 
comfiture and  overthrow  of  those  who  would  invade 
it — it  must  ever  claim  from  their  true  representa- 
tive a and  their  real  friends,  the  most  efficient  en- 
co  i.-agement,  whenever  the  means  in  their  power 
shall  enable  them  to  extend  it.  We  regard  the  pre- 
srul  as  the  most  auspicious  crisis  for  tile  establish- 
ment of  a general  system  of  education  throughout 
tin;  state,  which  we  think  may,  and  should  be  so 
modelled,  as  that  no  one  need  forego  its  beneficial 
influences.  It  is  not  probable  that  any  considera- 
ble portion  of  the  surplus  fund  allotted  to  the  states, 
will  be  wanted  for  many  years  to  come,  and  we  do 
not  regard' it  at  all  certain,  that  it  will  ever  be  re- 
quired by  the  general  government,  unless,  perhaps, 
some  extraordinary  event,  such  as  a foreign  war, 
shall  render  the  demand  of  a pressing  and  indispens- 
able character.  Unless  some  such  contingency 
should  happen,  we  are  firmly  persuaded,  that  its 
r 11  to  the  coffers  of  the  United  States’  treasury, 
should  be  resisted  by  the  representatives  of  the 
people  of  the  states;  and  we  have  no  doubt  this 
will  be  done.  Under  these  circumstances,  any  sys- 
t ,i  of  education,  based  upon  the  perpetuity  of  this 
fund,  will  be  most  likely  to  continue  through  a 
protracted  series  of  years;  and,  in  this  light,  it  be- 
comes a matter  demanding  the  most  serious  consi- 
deration, and  judicious  arrangement.  But,  although 
the  permanent  continuance  of  this  fund  among  the 
stab's,  is  a proposition  which,  in  onr  opinion,  may 
(be  relied  upon  with  much  confidence,  yet  it  will  be 
nee  :ssary  that  it  should  be  so  invested,  that  wheh- 
ev  ■ its  repayment  shall  be  called  for,  it  may  be 
met  with  that  promptness  of  execution,  which 
should  characterize  the  engagements  of  a sovereign 
sc?b>,  and  which  is  so  indispensable  to  her  charac- 
ter and  credit.  It  was  with  a view  to  the  attain- 
ment of  this  most  desirable  object,  that  we  suggest- 
ed the  propriety  of  making  provision  for  the  annual 
outlay  of  the  interest  only;  not  deeming  the  expen 
dilure  of  any  portion-  of  the  principal,  under  the 
existing  laws  of  congress,  as  proper  or  expedient. 

Reform  in  the  constitution  of  the  state  will  con- 
sulate another  prominent  topic  for  your  considera- 
tion; and  permit  us  to  express  the  opinion,  founded 
upon  mature  reflection  on  the  subject,  that  it  is  of 
th  ■ highest  importance,  that  your  present  session 
should  not  be  brought  to  a close,  without  the  adop- 
tion of  at  least  some  leading  measures  bearing  upon 
this  difficult  and  exciting  question.  We  had  the 
honor  of  submitting  some  suggestions  on  this  sub 
ject,  in  the  message  to  the  house  of  delegates  be- 
u'u  mentioned,  to  which  we  beg  leave  at  this  time 
respectfully  to  call  your  attention. 

it  has  become  our  painful  duty  to  announce  to 
you  the  death  of  the  honorable  Robert  H.  Goldsbo 
rough,  late  a representative  of  this  state,  in  the  se 
irate  of  the  United  States.  This  melancholy  event 
occurred  in  October  last,  at  his  residence  on  the 
Eastern  Shore.  The  distinguished  character  of  the 
d rased;  his  many  valuable  public  services;  his 

; pilar  urbanity  and  kindness  in  all  the  relations 
of  private  life;  his  superior  intellectual  endowments 
and  high  moral  worth,  had  acquired  for  him  a name 


among  his  fellow  countrymen  which  will  cause  him  ! state  within  the  time  required  by  the  s.iU  a. 
to  be  classed  and  remembered  with  the  purest  and  The  documents  herewith  marked  Nos.  7 .nd  S 
proudest  which  adorn  the  long  catalogue  of  Mary-  ' copies  of  the  said  communications, 
and’s  distinguished  sons.  j Tn  pursuance  of  the  act  passed  at  Nay  ses 

It  will  be  incumbent  upon  you  to  supply  the  va-  \ last,  entitled,  “an  act  to  authorise  the  governor 


non 
and 

council  to  build  a new  tobacco  inspection  ware- 
house n the  city  of  Baltimore,”  and  of  the  supple- 
ment thereto,  we  contracted  with  John  N.  and  il- 
liam  Mnrjhy,  building  mechanics  of  the  said  cily, 
r°r  building  a new  warehouse  on  the  vacant  lot  ad- 
joining the  state’s  tobacco  inspection  warehouse 
No.  3,  qpon  tie  plan  and  of  the  dimensions  reler- 
I red  to  in  caid  ict,  and  we  contracted  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Jot  of  land,  adjoining  said  vacant  lot, 
as  required  by  the  act  aforesaid.  By  the  communi- 
cation from  ‘l*>  commissioner  of  loans,  of  which 
the  document  m.rked  No.  9 is  a copy,  it  appears 
that  the  loan  provivpj  for  by  the  above  mentioned 
acts,  to  pay  for  the  ncant  lot  and  the  erection  of 
the  warehouse,  could  ,0{  be  obtained  upon  such 
terms  as  would  have  jus;fielj  its  negotiation,  or,  as 
it  is  evident,  was  expecteaqy  the  general  assembly. 

Under  these  circumstanCs_a  contiact  having 
been  made  for  the  erection  of  *be  new  warehouse — 
and  for  the  purchase  of  the  va.ant  ]0t,  as  required 
by  law- — and  no  lunds  of  conseq.ence  in  band  or 
likely  to  be  procured  by  the  loa.  provided  for  as 
aforesaid — we  had  resort  to  the  auth’r|ty  contained 
in  the  law  of  December  session  182a  ‘entitled,  “a 
supplement  to  the  act  entitled,  an  act  ‘0  establish 
state  warehouses  for  the  inspection  of  Ubacco  in 
the  city  of  Baltimore,”  which  places  undei  0ur  di- 
rection and  control  the  net  revenue  arising  fr*m  the 
inspection  of  tobacco  as  a fund  ior  building  i are- 
houses.  Under  this  last  mentioned  act,  \ve  have 
paid  towards  the  erection  of  the  new  w arehouse 
and  for  the  said  lot  $4,070  21,  all  the  net  revenue 
arising  from  the  inspection  of  tobacco  in  the  treasu- 
ry, up  to  1st  instant,  and  issued  certificates  of  debt, 
chargeable  upon  the  future  receipts  of  said  revenue, 
for  $7,433  55  payable  in  six  months,  and  for  $2,500 
payable  in  twelve  months,  bearing  interest  at  the 
rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  in  payment  for 
the  balance  of  the  purchase  money  of  the  said  lot, 
and  towards  the  erection  of  the  w arehouse.  And  it 
will  be  necessary,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  work 
progresses,  to  issue  further  certificates  of  debt,  at 
such  dates  of  payment  as  the  inspection  revenue 
wil  probably  meet.  The  certificates  w hich  have 
bem  issued  were  cashed  by  the  Union  hank,  as  we 
prtsume  that  such  as  may  hereafter  issue,  will  be  by 
thit  institution  or  otherwise,  without  difficulty. 

I'he  failure  to  obtain  the  small  loan  provided  for 
tobe  applied  to  the  erection  of  a new  tobacco  ware- 
house and  purchase  of  an  adjoining  lot,  and  various 
oher  indications  of  an  unfavorable  state  of  the  mo- 


cancy,  created  by  this  mournful  dispensation  of  Di- 
vine Providence,  at  as  early  a day  as  convenient, 
since  the  importance  of  a full  representation  from 
this  state  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  during 
the  residue  of  the  present  session  of  congress,  when 
many  deeply  interesting  questions  are  likely  to  be 
decided,  is  so  obviously  apparent.  We  forbore  to 
exercise  the  power  of  making  a temporary  appoint- 
ment of  a successor,  with  which  we  were  clothed 
by  the  constitution,  because  it  was  not  probable, 
that  a full  representation  in  the  senate  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  would  he  of  much  importance  before 
your  annual  meeting,  and  because,  without  strong 
necessity,  we  were  unwilling,  by  such  appoint- 
ment, to  interfere  with  your  unbiassed  choice  in 
making  a more  permanent  selection. 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  last  ge- 
neral assembly.  No.  15,  we  appointed  “one  commis- 
sioner from  each  of  the  counties  of  the  Eastern 
Shore  of  this  state,  to  make  a reconnoissanee  and 
survey,  and  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  a rail  road 
from  some  point  or  points  in  Cecil  county,  in  con- 
nexion with  one  or  more  of  the  improvements  in 
said  county,  and  thence  extending  by  a line,  as 
straight  as  may  be,  yearly  contiguous  to  and  paral- 
lel with  the  western  limits  of  the  state  of  Delaware, 
to  the  southern  extreme  of  Somerset  county,  with 
a divergent  route  through  Worcester  county,  to  the 
northern  line  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  &c.”  We 
have  not  received  any  official  report  of  the  comple- 
tion or  extent  of  progress  made  in  the  survey  of  the 
route  for  said  rail  road,  or  of  the  estimate  of  its 
cost;  hut  we  have  unofficially  understood,  that  the 
survey  of  a route  for  the  main  line,  and  also  an  es- 
timate of  its  cost  have  been  completed,  and  will  be 
reported  as  soon  as  the  chief  engineer,  employed  in 
making  them  can  prepare  his  report,  and  the  ne- 
cessary maps  and  documents  to  accompany  it. 

On  application  to  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  as  required  by  the  charter  of  the  Annapolis 
and  Potomac  canal  company,  we  procured  the  ser- 
vices of  Geo.  W.  Hughes,  esq.  one  of  the  United 
States’  corps  of  engineers,  in  making  the  necessa- 
ry surveys  for  the  route  of  said  canal. 

Mr.  Hughes,  in  a communication  to  us,  dated  the 
8th  ult.  states,  “that  the  surveys  and  location  of  the 
canal  are  drawing  to  a close,  and  with  favorable 
weather  will  be  entirely  completed  by  the  last  of 
next  week.”  We  have  not  since  received  any  fur- 
ther communication  from  Mr.  Hughes,  but  pre 

sume  that  his  final  report  of  the  surveys,  &c.  will , market  we]1  in  Europe  a9  in  this  country, 
be  made  without  unnecessary  delay.  In  connec-  ^ d ug  ng  fte  J intment  of 

tion  with  this  subject,  we  lay  beiore  you  a copy  ofW  whicl'  we  were  authorised  to  make,  to  ne- 


a communication  from  Mr.  Hughes,  and  of  the  ex- 
tracts of  proceedings  of  the  commissioners,  and  of 
the  president  and  directors  of  the  Maryland  canal 
company,  enclosed  and  mentioned  in  his  communi- 
cation, marked  No.  3. 

In  pursuance  of  the  authority  conferred  on  us  by 
the  8th  section  of  the  act,  passed  at  the  extra  ses- 
sion in  May  last,  entitled,  “an  act  for  the  promo- 
tion of  internal  improvement,”  we  appointed  Chas. 
B.  Fisk;  esq.  of  the  United  States’  corps  of  engi- 
neers, to  survey  the  several  routes  of  the  Maryland 
canal  company,  by  the  valleys  of  the  Monocacy 
and  Patapsco,  or  by  a route  diverging  from  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Seneca  river  exclusively  within  the  limits  of  this 
state,  and  to  perform  the  other  duties  prescribed  by 
the  said  act.”  And  the  Maryland  canal  company, 
also,  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  conferred  by 
the  act  aforesaid,  appointed  George  W.  Hughes, 
esq.  another  of  the  engineers  of  the  United  States’ 
corps,  “to  act  concurrently  with  the  engineers  ap- 
pointed by  us,”  in  making  said  surveys,  &c.  as  ap- 
pears by  a communication  from  the  president  of 
said  company,  a copy  of  which  is  herewith  submit- 
ted, marked  No.  4. 

On  the  20th  day  of  July  last,  the  aforesaid  engi- 
neers made  to  us  the  report,  of  which  the  document 
herewith  sent,  marked  No.  5,  is  a copy.  Upon 
consideration  whereof,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  re- 
quisition of  the  aforesaid  act,  we  adopted  the  pre- 
amble and  resolution,  of  which  the  document  mark- 
ed No.  6,  is  a copy. 

The  agreement  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  ca- 
nal company,  and  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail 
road  company,  in  general  meetings  of  said  corpora- 
tions respectively  assembled,  to  the  several  provi- 
sions of  the  act  for  the  promotion  of  internal  im- 
provements, passed  at  the  extra  session  of  May 
last,  so  far  as  they  are  applicable  to  said  corpora- 
tions respectively,  were  severally  communicated, 
under  their  respective  corporate  seals,  and  the  sig- 
natures of  their  presidents,  to  the  governor  of  this 


sotiate  a loan  of  eight  millions  of  dollars,  under  the 
actof  May  last,  for  the  promotion  of  internal  im- 
pro-ement.  Recent  information  induces  us  to  be- 
lief that  a favorable  change  has  commenced,  and 
thatweli  grounded  hopes  may  be  entertained  that 
the  ondilion  of  the  money  market  will  soon  he  such 
that  lie  eight  millions  loan  may  be  obtained  on 
term  within  the  limits  of  the  said  act.  We  have 
therore  recently  appointed  commissioners  to  nego- 
tiate 

Asequired  by  resolution  No.  55  of  the  general 
assently,  passed  in  May  last,  we  appointed  three 
citizes  of  Worcester  county,  commissioners  “to 
make  reconnoissanee  and  survey,  and  to  estimate 
the  eff  of  a rail  road  within  the  limits  of  Worces- 
ter coity,  from  some  point  on  the  south  line  ol  the 
state  \ Delaware,  through  the  towns  of  Berlin, 
Newai  and  Snow;  Hill,  to  some  suitable  point  on 
Pocotrke  river;  and  also  to  extend  the  reconnois- 
sance  id  survey  from  the  assumed  point  of  Dela- 
ware, ias  straight  a line  as  may  he,  to  the  north- 
ern lii  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  bounding  Wor- 
cester mnty,  with  a divergent  route  to  any  one 
or  motqf  tiie  places  therein  mentioned,  or  to  con- 
nect Unsaid  route  w ith  any  other  works  of  im- 
provemt  authorised  by  this  state,  or  the  states  of 
Dclawaand  Virginia,  &c.”  And  the  said  com- 
mission! having,  as  authorised  by  the  resolution 
in  Septtber  last,  made  a requisition  on  the  gover- 
nor fort  services  of  the  state's  engineer  in  mak- 
ing the  ionnoissance  survey,  &c.  we  apprized  the 
engineeof  tile  requisition,  and  directed  him  to 
correspo  with  the  commissioners  on  the  subject. 
We  receid  from  the  engineer  an  acknowledgment 
of  our  ccmunication,  stating  that  he  would  com- 
ply with  jr  directions,  and  shortly  be  in  readiness 
to  attend  that  duty.  We  have  not  received  any 
report  fr<  either  the  commissioners  or  the  engi- 
neers in  ntion  to  said  survey. 

We  trajnit  herewith  a copy  of  a communica- 
tion from)  president  of  the  Baltimore  and  Susque- 
hanna raikad  company,  with  a printed  copy  ol  the 
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corruption,  which  the  law  abhors,  he  anticipates 
the  awful  result  which  may  be  brought  about,  and 
is  appealing  to  your  sympathy  on  behalf  of  the 
culprit.  Now,  if  he  will  be  patient,  we  will  go 
on  with  him,  and  in  due  season  we  will  lean 
to  the  side  of  mercy,  and  acquit  wherever  there 
is  reasonable  doubt.  This  is  strange  doctrine  to 
come  from  that  side  of  the  house.  These  officers 
are  the  trustees  of  the  people,  and  acccountable 
to  the  people.  They  have  been  long  in  office, 
and  are  about  entering  upon  a new  lease;  and 
now,  when  called  upon  to  make  an  exhibition  of 
their  fidelity  and  ability,  their  friends  upon  this 
floor  raise  the  cry  of  disfranchisement  and  sum- 
mary punishment.  I deny  and  utterly  repudiate 
this  doctrine.  Sir,  in  private  life,  no  one  denies  the 
right  of  a principal  to  look  into  the  conduct  of  his 
agent.  What  would  that  principal  think  of  an 
agent  who  would  shut  his  books  and  say,  I claim 
protection  under  the  criminal  code;  you  cannot  ex- 
amine these  books,  lest  it  may  lead  to  a prosecu- 
tion against  me?  VV'liat  honest  man  would  not  say 
at  once  he  was  guilty?  What  judge  would  sustain 
the  objection  for  an  instant?  Take  the  case  of  a 
guardian:  a motion  is  made  in  court,  a committee 
is  appointed,  and  he  is  brought  forthwith  to  a set- 
tlement; could  he  object  on  the  ground  that  the  ex- 
amination of  his  accounts  might  develope  crime, 
and  lead  to  punishment?  And,  sir,  have  not  the 
American  people  the  same  power  over  these  keepers 
of  their  treasure,  and  guardians  of  their  constitu- 
tion, laws  and  liberties,  which  a court  of  justice 
can  exercise  over  the  guardian  of  an  estate,  and  the 
children  who  own  it?  Sir,  because  investigation  may 
lead  to  such  a discovery,  it  does  not  preclude  in- 
vestigation altogether.  The  gentleman’s  fancy  seems 
to  be  haunted  by  the  idea  of  criminal  prosecutions 
and  penitentiary  punishments.  Well,  sir,  his  fan- 
cies may  be  realized;  he  may  know  something  cal- 
culated to  excite  his  alarm:  it  may  lead  to  that,  and 
1 would  not  be  surprised  if,  in  some  instances,  it 
did;  but  we  move  no  impeachment,  no  indictment, 
no  presentment  at  this  time.  We  merely  ask  that 
this  house,  as  the  great  inquest  of  the  nation,  shall 
inquire  into  the  state  of  the  departments,  and  upon  a 
report  of  facts,  by  a Committee,  it  will  then  be  able 
to  determine  what  steps  are  proper  to  be  taken.  If 
crime  is  developed  in  any  quarter,  then  it  will  be  the 
proper  time  to  bring  otfenders  to  trial,  and  they  shall 
have  all  the  benefits  of  the  strict  rules  of  common 
law,  and  criminal  law,  and  the  benefit  of  clergy  like- 
wise. Sir,  there  is  something  “rotten  in  Denmark,” 
or  we  would  not  have  this  resolute  and  continued 
opposition  to  all  investigation  which  is  calculated  to 
show  mismanagement  on  the  part  of  agents  and  of- 
ficers of  government  At  the  adjournment  at  the  last 
session  of  congress  there  were  pending  motions  and 
resolutions,  calculated  to  effect  objects  similar  to 
those  contemplated  by  this  resolution,  and  they 
were  all  smothered  by  the  party  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman belongs,  and,  I believe,  with  his  assistance. 
The  gentleman  dreads  a select  committee,  while  he 
is  willing  to  go  to  trial  upon  the  certificate  of  the 
president,  and  seems  to  have  full  confidence  in  the 
result  if  the  matter  be  entrusted  to  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means.  Yet,  sir,  he  is  alarmed  at  the 
idea  of  a select  committee,  and  says  it  will  be  a 
"fault-finding,  censorious  committee.”  Have  the 
gentleman  and  his  friends  any  thing  to  dread  in  the 
appointment  of  this  committee?  Is  the  speaker 
subject  to  the  suspicion  of  doing  injustice  to  any 
of  the  party  in  the  appointment  of  committees?  Sir, 
is  it  not  a matter  of  absolute  certainty  that  a ma- 
jority of  this  committee,  if  appointed,  will  be  com- 
posed of  the  friends  of  these  officers?  Cannot  those 
gentlemen  meet  their  own  friends  without  fear  and 
trembling?  Is  there  not  virtue  and  talent  in  this 
house  sufficient  to  guarantee  protection  to  the  in- 
nocent, as  well  as  to  ensure  the  detection  and  ex- 
posure of  the  guilty?  Are  gentlemen  willing  that 
it  shall  be  understood,  and  go  abroad  to  the  coun- 
try, that  they  cannot  face  such  a committee,  com- 
posed of  gentlemen  of  the  highest  honor  and  pu- 
rest principles,  even  though  they  are  their  own 
friends?  And  these,  too,  are  the  men  in  whose 
hands  the  government  of  the  country  is  placed,  and 
who  claim  to  be  above  suspicion,  beyond  the  power 
ot  this  house,  fortified  upon  all  sides  by  the  ram- 
parts ol  the  president’s  certificate. 

There  is  one  other  position  assumed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Rhode  Island,  which  is  quite  original, 
and  merits  particular  attention;  it  is  this,  sirj  that 
the  direction  given  at  the  last  session  to  the  bill  com- 
monly called  the  executive  patronage  bill  is  con- 
clusive as  to  the  views  of  this  house  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  executive  patronage.  And  he  seems  to  draw 
an  inierence  that  the  house  then  gave  its  sanction 
to  all  that  bad  been  or  would  be  done  in  the  way  of 
executive  patronage,  in  all  its  departments.  What 
are  the  facts  in  relafion  to  that  case?  A gentleman 
from  York  (Mr.  Mann)  on  the  25th  of  February, 


1836,  moved  “that  said  bill  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  tlie  judiciary.”  My  colleague  (Mr.  Bell), 
moved  “it  should  be  referred  to  a select  committee,” 
and,  pending  these  motions,  a gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Dromgoole)  moved  “that  the  executive 
patronage  bill  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  house  on  the  state  of  the  union,”  which  mo- 
tion took  precedence  of  the  others  and  prevailed, 
and  there  the  bill  has  slept  ever  since.  The  ques- 
tion of  executive  patronage  was  not  taken  up  for 
consideration  afterwards;  and  now  the  gentleman 
contends  that  the  house  having  failed  to  act  upon 
the  subject,  it  was  therefore  against  the  bill,  and  in 
favor  of  executive  patronage,  to  the  fullest  extent. 
Sir,  during  the  last  summer,  in  Tennessee,  I en- 
deavored to  inculcate  this  doctrine  so  far  as  to  hold 
a majority  of  this  house  accountable  for  its  failing 
to  act  upon  this  as  well  as  some  other  important 
questions,  but  this  doctrine  was  controverted  by  you 
and  your  friends.  How  would  it  hold  upon  ano- 
ther great  question — the  question  of  amending  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  so  as  to  secure  the 
election  of  president  and  vice  president  to  the  peo- 
ple at  all  events,  and  under  all  circumstances?  For 
the  last  two  sessions  of  congress  this  has  been  a 
leading  question,  and  afforded  a fair  opportunity  for 
the  party  to  show  their  zeal  in  carrying  out  the 
measures  of  general  Jackson.  1,  and  the  friends 
with  whom  I act,  have  ever  been  in  favor  of  that 
measure.  At  the  session  before  the  last,  soon  after 
it  was  known  that  judge  White  was  a candidate  for 
the  presidency,  and  while  wre  w'ere  urging  the  house 
to  take  up  the  resolutions  upon  that  subject,  the 
present  speaker  (Mr.  James  K.  Polk)  made  a speech, 
in  which,  alter  professing  a willingness  to  go  for 
the  measure,  objected  to  acting  upon  the  subject 
then,  alleging  a want  of  time,  and  also  some  imper- 
fection in  the  resolutions.  I followed  in  a few'  re- 
marks, in  which  I urged  the  importance  of  a speedy 
action  on  the  subject,  and  reminded  the  speaker  of 
his  former  course  in  relation  to  the  matter,  and, 
though  he  spoke  against  us,  he  voted  with  us  to  take 
up  the  resolutions.  His  friends,  however,  took  their 
cue,  and  followed  his  precept  instead  of  his  exam- 
ple, and  the  resolutions  w'ere  postponed.  At  the 
last  session  of  congress  the  same  subject  came  up, 
with  no  better  fate  than  before.  It  was  with  great 
difficulty  we  could  get  a report  from  the  committee 
at  all.  They  all  professed  to  be  in  favor  of  the 
amendment.  Oh!  yes;  but  they  seemed  to  agree  to 
differ  as  to  the  mode  of  effecting  it;  and,  at  last, 
when  the  report  came  in,  it  took  the  same  direction 
with  the  executive  patronage  bill,  or  something  like 
it.  We  could  not  bring  the  gentlemen  to  a vote  on 
either.  And  is  it  to  be  understood,  now  the  elec- 
tion is  over,  (I  know’ that  it  would  not  have  been 
admitted  before),  that  all  those  who  voted  to  give 
those  important  measures  the  go-by  are  to  be  set 
down  as  voting  against  them?  If  so,  how  do  the 
party  stand  upon  the  great  leading  measures  of  gen. 
Jackson’s  administration?  If  wre  call  upon  gentle- 
men to  walk  in  the  footsteps  of  the  president  upon 
that  oft  repeated,  but  never  heeded  recommenda- 
tion in  regard  to  the  election  of  president  and  vice 
president,  are  we  fo  be  told  that  the  house  has  al- 
ready decided  that  question  against  the  president’s 
recommendations,  by  refusing  to  vote  on  the  ques- 
tion? Are  we  to  be  told,  if  we  propose  to  limit  ex- 
ecutive patronage,  that  the  house  has  already  de- 
cided that  question  in  the  same  manner,  and  has 
sanctioned  tbe  full  extent  to  which  executive  mea- 
sures have  been  recently  carried?  And,  sir,  what 
is  that  extent?  It  is  sufficient,  if  not  checked,  and 
grows  into  a settled  precedent,  to  rivet  chains  upon 
us  and  our  children  forever.  Such  a precedent  will 
authorise  a president  to  make  the  nomination  of  his 
successor  a cabinet  measure,  issuing  his  proclama- 
tion calling  a convention  to  confirm  that  nomina- 
tion, and  denounce,  in  advance,  all  who  dare  op- 
pose the  nominees  before  or  after  the  convention 
acls,  as  “assailing  public  virtue,  and  opposing  the 
right  of  the  people  to  govern.”  For,  sir,  this  has 
been  done  in  the  late  nomination  of  the  “govern- 
ment” candidates,  as  they  are  called  in  the  English 
journals.  Was  that  ticket  so  remarkable  for  its  pu- 
rity and  virtue  that,  to  oppose  it,  was  to  assail  the 
viriue  of  tbe  people?  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  promised 
to  walk  in  the  footsteps  of  general  Jackson,  and  is, 
consequently  bound  in  due  time  to  nominate  his 
colleague  (colonel  Johnson)  for  the  presidency,  or- 
der a convention  to  ratify  his  nomination,  take  the 
field,  and  secure  his  election  by  the  use  of  all  the 
wavs  and  means  in  the  power  of  the  executive. — 
This,  sir,  is  the  extent  to  which  executive  patron- 
age has  already  gone,  and  which  the  gentleman 
contends  has  beforehand  been  sanctioned  by  this 
house.  This,  sir,  is  what  I deny.  Whatever  this 
house  may  be  destined  to  do,  it  has  not  come  to  that  1 
yet. 

Sir,  I was  not  prepared  for  such  doctrines,  and  I 
must  say  that  I was  not  prepared  for  the  opposition 


i to  the  proposed  investigation.  I had  hoped  that 
gentlemen  would  have  become  ashamed  of  screen- 
ing these  officers,  who,  instead  of  running  to  gen. 
Jackson  for  certificates  of  moral  character,  should 
be  the  first  to  demand  an  investigation.  But,  sir, 
will  the  people  of  the  United  States  be  satisfied 
forever  that  they  shall  shrink  from  responsibility, 
hold  up  gen.  Jackson’s  character  as  their  shield,  and 
thereby  escape  a scrutiny  of  their  conduct?  If  they 
have  acted  honorably,  we  wish  them  to  show  it;  if 
those  suspicions,  so  common,  so  universal,  are 
groundless,  we  wish  the  country  to  know  it.  Inno- 
cence never  seeks  for  safety  in  flight,  in  conceal- 
ment, but  rather  courts  investigation,  and  defies 
scrutiny.  How  can  gentlemen  reconcile  innocence 
with  this  trembling  and  shrinking — this  shielding 
themselves  under  the  numerical  strength  of  their 
friends  in  this  house?  This  was  their  course  at  the 
last  session  of  congress.  Remember,  sir,  what  fa- 
tality attended  every  elfort  to  obtain  a committee  of 
investigation  then.  Recollect  the  extraordinary 
and  obstinate  protection  extended  to  that  darling 
(reasury-pet,  R.  M.  Whitney.  Let  it  also  be  re- 
membered that  the  committee  on  Indian  alfairs  una 
nimously  recommended  an  inquiry  into  the  abuses 
of  that  bureau,  which  would  have  developed  the 
causes  of  the  late  and  present  Indian  wars  in  the 
south.  That  committee  reported  a resolution  au- 
thorising any  two  of  its  members  to  prosecute  the 
inquiry  by  taking  testimony  for  the  information  of 
the  house  at  this  session.  But,  sir,  this  resolution 
reported  by  a committee,  a majority  of  whom  were 
in  favor  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  was  rejected  in  the 
House.  The  citizens  of  Georgia  and  Alabama  pe- 
titioned and  implored  the  house  to  investigate  that 
subject,  alleging  the  most  unheard  of  frauds  and 
abuses.  Upon  this  application  the  vote  stood:  ayes 
77,  noes  77,  a tie,  and  the  speaker  gave  the  casting 
vote  against  the  investigation.  Sir,  men  high  in  fa- 
vor, and  high  in  office  were  suspected.  The  agent 
of  the  government,  John  B.  Hogan,  gave  the  de- 
partment official  information  of  the  greatest  outra- 
ges-practised  upon  the  Indians  which  were  ever  per- 
petrated upon  any  people,  savage  or  civilized.  He 
W'as  very  soon  removed,  or  rather  promoted,  from 
Indian  agent  to  be  collector  at  the  port  of  Mobile. 
And  yet,  sir,  we  have  no  account  of  prosecutions, 
convictions  and  punishments  which  have  followed 
his  disclosures.  Why,  sir,  those  speculators,  or  ra- 
ther Indian  robbers,  would  find  an  old  chief  upon 
his  patrimonial  estate,  where  the  chiefs  and  kings 
of  his  race  had  lived  for  centuries  before  him,  with 
his  slaves  and  his  farm  around  him,  smoking  his 
pipe  amidst  his  own  forest  trees,  spurning  any  oiler 
to  purchase  his  home;  and  they  would  bribe  some 
vagabond  Indian  to  personate  him  in  a trade  to  sell 
his  land,  forging  his  name,  and  the  first  intimation 
that  he  would  have  of  the  transaction  would  be  his 
expulsion  bj'  force  from  his  house!  This  was  com- 
mon, and  not  only  so,  but,  under  the  pretext  of  re- 
claiming fugitive  slaves,  the  wives  and  children  (of 
mixed  blood)  of  the  Indians  were  seized  and  carried 
off  in  bondage.  The  famous  Oceola  himself  had  big 
wife  taken  from  him,  and  that,  too,  it  has  been  said, 
by  a government  officer,  and  was  chained  by  this 
same  officer  to  a log.  Sir,  what  else  could  be  ex- 
pected but  that  these  scourged,  plundered,  starving 
savages  would  glut  their  vengeance  by  the  indis- 
criminate slaughter  of  the  innocent  and  helpless 
families  of  the  frontier,  whose  blood  has  cried  to  us 
in  vain?  This  has  caused  the  Florida  w’ar,  which 
has  produced  such  a waste  of  treasure,  the  loss  of  so 
much  national  and  individual  honor,  and  of  so  many 
valuable  lives!  This  has  called  the  gallant  volun- 
teers from  my  own  state,  and  from  my  own  district, 
who  have  traversed  a thousand  miles  to  fight  the 
battle  of  strangers — to  contend  with  a savage  foe, 
while  drinking  those  stagnant  waters,  whose  malaria 
is  death,  many  of  whom  are  left  in  the  wild  woods 
of  Florida,  where  “the  foe  and  the  stranger  will 
tread  o’er  their  heads,”  while  their  fellow  soldiers 
are  far  away,  happy  at  home  with  their  friends  and 
families.  One — ah!  sir,  any  one  of  those  noble 
youths  who  now  sleep  under  a foreign  sod,  was 
worth  more  than  the  w hole  army  of  plunderers  who 
have  caused  the  mischief.  And  yet,  sir,  such  men 
as  these  w ere  shielded  at  the  last  session  of  congres* 
by  the  casting  vote  of  the  speaker.  And  now1,  ac- 
cording to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island,  the  house  has  sanctioned  all  they  did. 

I think,  sir,  it  is  time  for  this  course  of  filings  fo 
cease.  It  is  time  for  the  people  to  know  something 
of  the  conduct  of  those  in  whose  hands  (he  public 
business  is  entrusted,  and  who  really  administer  the 
government.  They  have  been  behind  gen.  Jack- 
son  long  enough.  I was  present  when  Mr.  Van 
Buren  took  his  position  there.  It  was  a striking 
display  of  that  paternal  care  which  the  president  has 
extended  over  Mr.  Van  Buren.  In  the  spring  of 
1834,  the  president,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  a few 
other  gentlemen,  I amongst  the  number,  lode  out  to 
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the  Washington  course  to  witness  a trial  of  speed, 
(an  amusement  of  which  I am  very  fond,  and  for 
which  the  president  had  not  altogether  lost  his 
taste  at  that  day.)  It  was  a trial  run  between  the 
celebrated  Busiris  and  Emily.  The  horses  were 
brought  on  the  course,  all  was  calm  and  quiet  until 
the  rider  of  Busiris  mounted,  when  the  old  courser 
began  to  rear  and  plunge;  this  seemed  to  stir  the 
mettle  of  Old  Hickory;  he  reared  upon  his  stirrups 
and  took  command;  -‘hold  him,”  (said  he  to  the 
boy),  “dont  let  him  run  against  the  fence.”  “You 
must  break  him  of  that,  sir,”  (to  the  trainer),  “I 
could  do  it  in  an  hour.”  Turning  to  me,  he  said, 
“take  your  stand  there,”  (pointing  to  a position  on 
the  side  of  the  course),  “there  is  but  one  place 
from  which  a horse  can  be  correctly  timed.”  I took 
my  station  with  lever  in  hand.  “Now,”  said  he, 
“come  up,  and  give  them  a fair  start.”  At  this  mo- 
ment he  discovered  the  vice  president,  who  had 
come  up  and  taken  his  position  near  me;  he  exclaim- 
ed with  great  emphasis  and  earnestness  of  manner, 
as  he  flashed  his  eye  from  the  excited  animals  to  the 
vice  president,  “Mr.  Van  Buren,  get  behind  me,  they 
will  run  over  you,  sir.”  It  would  have  done  you 
good  to  see  how  natural  and  easy  it  was  for  Yan  to 
slope  off  behind  the  old  chief.  And,  sir,  there  he  has 
been  ever  since.  Old  Hickory  would  not  get  out  of 
the  way  for  us  to  run  over  him:  if  he  had  given  us  a 
fair  chance,  on  any  stretch  or  turn  during  the  whole 
race,  we  would  have  run  over  him  or  made  him 
fly  the  track.  But,  sir,  we  have  got  him  on  the  re- 
peat; the  general  will  be  out  of  the  way;  he  is  no 
game  horse,  and  we  will  make  a case  of  him  on  the 
repeat.  I do  not  complain  so  much  that  the  presi- 
dent has  fallen  in  love  with  Mr.  Van  Buren,  but  I 
claim  the  privilege  of  falling  in  love  with  whom  I 
please;  and  this,  sir,  is  the  last  privilege  which  will 
ever  be  surrendered  by  man,  or  woman  either.  But, 
sir,  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  in  love  with  the  president,  too; 
and  he  accidentally  found  it  out.  The  manner  of 
this  discovery  is  somewhat  curious.  I do  not  know 
this  to  be  true,  but  it  was  much  talked  of  and  uni- 
versally believed  in  this  city.  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
in  conversation  with  a lady,  an  intimate  friend  of 
the  president,  amiable,  interesting  and  remarkable 
for  communicating  to  him  whatever  she  thought 
would  be  agreeable  for  him  to  hear.  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren said  to  this  lady  “that  he  had  been  readingmuch, 
and  thinking  deeply  of  late,  upon  the  characters  of 
great  men,  and  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  gen. 
Jackson  was  the  greatest  man  that  had  ever  lived  in 
the  tide  of  time;  that  he  was  the  only  man  among 
them  all  who  was  without  a fault.”  The  fair  friend 
of  the  president  was  delighted.  “But,”  said  he, 
“whatever  you  do,  don’t  tell  gen.  Jackson  what  I 
have  said.  I would  not  have  him  to  know  it  for  the 
world.”  You  see,  sir,  that  he  was  afraid  she  might 
forget  it,  and  therefore  thought  it  safest  to  jog  her 
memory.  But  sir,  he  might  have  saved  himselt  that 
trouble,  for  the  excellent  lady  flew  to  the  president, 
and  told  him  all  that  had  passed.  “Ah’  madam.” 
said  he,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  “that  man  loves  me; 
he  tries  to  conceal  it,  but  there  is  always  some  way 
fixed  by  which  I can  tell  my  friends  from  my  ene- 
mies.” Now,  sir,  Van  was  like  the  Frenchman, 
(though  I want  it  distinctly  understood  that  I dif- 
fer with  him  about  this,  as  well  as  about  many 
other  things.)  A Frenchman  began  to  write  his 
deed  thus:  “Know  one  woman  by  these  presents.” 
“Why,”  said  the  other  party,  “do  you  not  put  it 
know  all  men  by  these  presents?”  “Veil,”  said  he, 
“is  it  not  de  same  ting?  If  vone  woman  know  it, 
will  not  all  de  mens  find  it  out?” 

In  reply  to  general  Ripley,  of  Louisiana,  Mr.  Pey- 
ton said:  Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  from  Louisi- 
ana has  charged  me  with  assailing  the  president’s 
measures,  and  to  that  cause  he  ascribes  the  excited 
state  of  feeling  under  which  he  spoke  while  in  Ten- 
nessee. My  opposition  to  the  measures  of  the  presi- 
dent! I defy  that  gentleman  to  point  to  one  of  the 
great  measures  of  general  Jackson’s  administration 
which  I had  not  supported,  unless  he  claims  the 
election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  as  one  of  those  measures. 
If  so,  I did  oppose  that  measure,  and  will  ever  be 
found  in  opposition  to  such  an  executive  measure. 
But,  sir,  has  any  man  the  boldiness,  the  hardihood, 
whatever  may  have  been  his  motives  of  action,  to 
avow  such  a doctrine  upon  this  floor?  The  gentle- 
man speaks  of  Tennessee  in  connexion  with  “the 
ingratitude  of  republics,”  and  expresses  a “ hope 
that  the  people  of  that  state  will  yet  learn  to  appre- 
ciate the  character  and  services  of  gen.  Jackson.” 
This  charge  against  Tennessee,  of  ingratitude  to  the 
president,  is  not  original  with  the  gentleman,  (gen. 
Ripley).  It  has  been  adopted  by  him  from  the  low- 
est source — it  issued  from  the  dark  caverns  of  the 
Globe.  What,  sir!  the  peopleof  Tennessee  learn  to 
appreciate  the  character  and  services  of  Andrew 
Jackson!  Look  at  his  history — when  he  first  cross- 
ed the  Alleghanies,  a beardless  stranger,  with  his 
knapsack  upon  his  back,  his  rifle  on  his  shoulder; 


no  power,  no  patronage  then,  sir,  with  nothing  to 
recommend  him  to  our  pioneer  fathers  but  a conge- 
nial spirit.  How  did  they  receive  him?  With  open 
arms  they  took  him  to  their  bosoms.  They  confer- 
red upon  him  all  the  honors,  all  the  offices  known 
to  their  laws  and  constitution.  And,  sir,  their  sons 
have  stood  by  him  in  every  crisis,  in  every  peril  of 
his  subsequent  life.  Look  back,  sir,  upon  the  high- 
way of  his  fame,  and  you  will  find  the  bones  of  a 
Tennesseean  mouldering  upon  every  field  of  his 
glory.  And  the  gentleman  hopes  that  Tennessee  will 
learn  to  appreciate  his  character!  It  is  true,  sir,  that 
in  the  late  presidential  election  Tennessee  early 
took  her  stand.  She  planted  herself  upon  those 
principles  for  which  she  had  battled  by  the  side  of 
gen.  Jackson;  and  there  she  proudly  stands  yet,  firm, 
fixed  and  immoveable.  She  was  not  to  be  driven 
from  the  ballot-box.  She  could  not,  she  dare  not 
yield  her  principles,  and  surrender  up  her  liberty, 
at  the  command  of  any  man.  But,  sir,  I wish  to 
set  the  gentleman  right  upon  another  point.  He 
contends  that  the  house,  in  adopting  this  resolution, 
will  do  gen.  Jackson  injustice;  that  we  who  advo- 
cate it  have  already  done  him  great  injustice.  Is  it 
in  this  manner  that  every  inquiry,  every  investiga- 
tion is  to  be  strangled  in  its  infancy,  under  the  pre- 
text  of  inflicting  injury  upon  gen.  Jackson?  Why, 
sir,  we  have  to  legislate  upon  this  subject  under  the 
terrors  of  “expunge.”  Yes,  sir,  the  gentleman  has 
announced  to  the  house  that  if  this  resolution  is  pass- 
ed it  will  be  expunged.  The  Lord  save  me  from  an 
expunging  house  as  well  as  an  expunging  senate. 

I have  witnessed,  with  loathing  and  disgust,  the  ope- 
ration of  that  process  in  the  senate.  I have  seen 
the  great  expunger  (col.  Benton),  in  the  grim  majesty 
of  his  expunging  power,  lashing,  with  the  whip  of 
scorpions,  abler  andhoncster  men  than  himself  to  the 
work,  flogging  them  on  to  make  war  upon  the  consti- 
tution of  their  country  and  the  journals  of  the  senate: 
and  I have  shuddered  when  I saw'  it.  But  I saw, 
sir,  last  winter,  a disposition  manifested  by  the  party, 

I am  sure  I did  by  some  o!  its  leaders,  to  encourage 
him  in  his  mad  scheme  of  waistingthe  surplus  reve- 
nue, that  he  might  batter  out  his  brains  against  the 
walls  of  his  own  fortification  system,  and  thereby 
save  them  the  trouble  of  knocking  him  on  the  head. 
Sir,  he  will  never  rise  under  the  w'eight  of  that  stone 
and  mortar,  from  the  mud  and  quicksands  into  which 
they  have  plunged  him . Sir,  I hope  never  to  see  this 
house  scourged  by  so  rude  and  barbarous  a despot- 
ism. I hope  that  heaven  has  for  us  in  store  a bet- 
ter fate.  “Expunge,”  sir!  expunge  what?  We  pro- 
pose to  look  intotbe  conduct  of  your  “hirelings” — 
to  examine  the  dark  deeds  of  your  Whitneys  and 
your  Kendalls,  and  have  “expunge”  flung  in  our  fa- 
ces. But  are  we,  the  representatives  of  the  Ameri- 
can people,  to  falter  in  our  duty,  and  cower  under 
the  iron  sceptre  of  some  expunging  hero  who  is  to 
rise  up  amongst  us?  And,  sir,  if  we  but  touch  one 
little  twig  of  this  great  Jackson  tree,  which  over- 
shadows the  land,  and  stretches  its  branches  through- 
out the  continent,  we  are  charged  with  an  assault 
upon  its  trunk,  and  expunge  is  instantly  proclaimed. 
No,  sir,  we  wish  to  brush  off  these  snp  suckers,  w’ho 
have  been  drawing  from  that  body  its  vitality.  We 
have  to  approach  them  as  boys  kill  woodcocks,  by 
whipping  round  old  Hickory,  and  1 have  always 
advised  the  mildest  measures,  the  use  of  limber 
switches,  so  as  not  to  hurt  him.  There  was  some- 
thing in  the  gentleman’s  manner,  and  the  tenor  of 
his  remarks,  w’hich  seemed  to  appeal  from  me  to 
the  people  of  Tennessee,  and  to  threaten  me  with 
their  displeasure.'  Sir,  the  boldest  representative 
upon  this  floor  is  far  behind  the  spirit  of  that  peo- 
ple in  their  unshaken  purpose  of  asserting  their 
rights  and  maintaining  their  freedom.  A cruel  war 
has  been  waged  against  Tennessee,  but  she  has 
met  the  crisis  as  became  her  character:  she  has  met 
the  mercenary  legions  unawed:  she  may  be  crush- 
ed, but  not  conquered:  she  may  fall,  but  if  she 
does,  it  will  be  at  the  shrine  of  the  constitution,  in 
the  grave  of  public  liberty.  And,  sir,  I will  go 
down  with  her:  I would  not  survive  her  fate.  I 
am  willing  to  go  home  and  meet  my  people;  I have 
nothing  to  fear  from  them:  their  kindness  and  par- 
tiality towards  me  have  always  been  far  beyond  my 
merits.  But,  sir,  the  injustice  done  to  general 
Jackson  by  supporting  this  measure:  what  is  it? — - 
We  demand  an  investigation  into  the  agency  of 
Reuben  Whitney;  we  ask  for  an  inquiry  into  the 
condition  of  the  treasury.  We  require  that  there 
shall  be  a,  full  investigation  into  all  the  departments, 
and  into  the  conduct  of  the  whole  army  of  public 
officers,  who  have  been  engaged  in  this  business  of 
the  succession— this  trampling  under  foot  of  laws 
and  constitutions.  We  wish  to  know  from  whence 
came  this  money.  Where  is  the  source  of  their 
corruption?  Where  is  the  mint  from  which  they 
can  send  their  hireling  editors  through  the  country, 
poisoning  the  fountains  of  intelligence  amongst  the 
people?  How  is  it  that  our  army  in  Florida  has 


been  neglected,  and  left  to  sull'er  for  want  of  sup- 
plies, while  it  was  within  a few  days’  sail  of  New 
Orleans?  Men  starving,  horses  sinking  under  them 
in  the  swamps — all,  all,  sir,  in  consequence  of  gross 
and  criminal  neglect  somewhere.  Was  it  that  our 
high  functionaries  were  too  busily  engaged  to  think 
of  the  army — too  full  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  cast  a 
thought  on  Oceola — too  busily  engaged  in  election- 
eering to  think  of  the  gallant  men  who  were  fight- 
ing the  battles  of  their  country?  It  is  in  behalf  of 
men  whose  conduct  has  been  such  as  this,  that  the 
message  volunteers  a laudatory  certificate.  Sir,  I 
deny  the  authenticity  of  this  message.  General 
Jackson  never  gave  that  certificate.  They  have 
written  it  themselves,  and  obtained  the  signature  of 
his  name.  And  yet,  with  such  a testimonial  in 
their  favor,  they  shrink  from  the  proof — they  shrink 
from  inquiry.  Let  us  have  the  proof,  sir,  and  then 
we  will  see  whether  they  are  honest  or  venal,  cor- 
rupt or  immaculate.  Sir,  I do  not  say  they  are  cor- 
rupt: that  is  just  what  I wish  to  find  out.  I want 
a strict  and  impartial  investigation.  It  is  lawful,  it 
is  usual,  to  make  such  inquiries.  It  is  surely  risrht 
to  investigate  our  own  affairs — to  examine  into  the 
deeds  of  our  own  agents.  This  is  our  right,  it  is 
our  duty,  and  cannot  do  “injustice”  to  any  one.  I 
protest  against  the  issue  which  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana  has  joined.  It  is  not  a question  between 
general  Jackson  and  this  house:  his  person  and 
conduct  is  one  thing,  and  the  persons  and  conduct 
of  these  officers  is  another.  I hope  that  no  attempt 
to  crush  this  investigation  on  such  an  issue  will 
succeed;  and,  sir,  let  us  hope  that  no  American 
congress  will  ever  be  found  ready  to  expunge  an 
order  directing  an  investigation  into  the  depart- 
ment. No,  sir,  this  will  never  be  the  case,  so  long 
as  a shadow'  of  our  liberties  remains. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  RIPLEY,  OF  LOUISIANA, 

IN  REPLY  TO  MR.  PEYTON,  OF  TENNESSEE. 

Mr.  Speaker:  Had  this  been  a proposition  to 
inquire  in  the  condition  of  the  department  of  state, 
of  the  treasury,  of  the  navy  and  war  departments, 
and  the  general  post  office,  with  a view  to  investi- 
gate abuses,  if  they  exist,  no  person  would  be  more 
willing  to  join  in  the  inquiry  than  myself.  No  in- 
dividual would  be  more  anxious  to  enforce  the  re- 
sponsibility of  subordinate  officers.  There  are  none 
who  will  go  farther  to  ferret  out  any  malpractices: 
and,  if  they  really  exist,  to  punish  them  with  the 
high  constitutional  pow'er  of  this  house.  Had  the 
resolution  for  inquiry  had  these  objects  solely  and 
honestly  in  view,  I should  have  been  the  last  to  op- 
pose it.’  But,  sir,  the  president  is  constitutionally 
responsible  for  the  whole  ol  the  executive  depart- 
ment; the  various  radii  of  its  powers  concentrate, 
as  well  its  responsibilities  as  its  honors,  upon  him; 
and  when  I take  these  circumstances  into  view, 
and  consider  also  the  spirit  in  which  this  debate  has 
been  conducted,  the  position  of  the  president  cannot 
be  observed  without  exciting  our  share  of  sympa- 
thy. Shall  we,  at  a moment  when  his  connection 
with  the  people  of  the  United  States  is  about  to  ter- 
minate forever,  and  all  the  aspirations  ol  ambition 
are  to  be  dissolved  by  age,  infirmities  and  sickness; 
when  the  consciousness  of  his  high  and  devoted  ser- 
vices, which  we  all  know  he  must  possess,  and  the 
enthusiastic  affection  of  the  American  people  were 
about  to  cheer  the  evening  of  his  life,  and  to  guild 
his  expiring  lamp,  is  it  right  or  proper  for  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people  whom  he  has  succored 
and  saved,  to  cut  off  this  departing  solace,  and  to 
embitter  his  last  days,  by  adopting  a resolution, 
which,  if  adopted,  will  sanction  an  opinion  of  this 
house,  that  corruption  and  Andrew  Jackson  have 
been  coupled  together?  Will  they  do  this  without 
some  specific  charge — without  some  definite  allega- 
tion, sustained  at  least  by  the  endorsement  of  one 
individual  in  the  house  who  will  be  willing  to  give 
his  name  to  posterity  as  the  author  of  the  allegation? 
In  the  speech  of  the  honorable  member  from  Ten- 
nessee, marked  with  so  much  wit  and  pungency  of 
satire,  the  allegations  are  made  against  Andrew 
Jackson  as  the  object  who  is  to  be  convicted  of  the 
corruption  which  is  so  broadly  insinuated  in  the  re- 
solution to  exist  in  the  executive  department.  I am 
not  willing  to  exercise  the  high  constitutional  pow- 
ers of  this  house  in  the  least  degree  in  sanctioning 
such  an  allegation. 

General  Jackson,  after  a life  spent  in  the  service 
of  his  country,  is  about  retiring  from  the  elevated 
position  he  holds  as  presiding  executive  officer  ol 
these  states,  at  an  advanced  age,  and  worn  down 
by  the  labors  spent  in  that  service.  He  is  now,  sir. 
on  the  bod  of  sickness,  which  may  prove  his  bed  of 
death.  God  grant  that  it  may  not;  but  that  he  may 
live  many,  many  years  amongst  that  people  whose 
rights  he  has  so  bravely  and  honestly  defended,  and 
whose  prosperity,  under  the  successful  administra- 
tion, has  excited  the  astonishment  ol  the  whole  ci- 
vilized world. 
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. social  organization;  and  to  hold  the  validity  of  the 
• acts  of  such  an  assemblage  as  had  come  together 
under  the  name  of  a convention  of  the  people, 
was,  in  his  judgment,  so  strange  as  to  amount  al- 
most to  an  absurdity.  Interested  or  not,  he  thought, 
in  all  fairness,  the  estoppel  effected  by  such  an 
act  of  assent  ought  not  to  be  accepted  and  held 
binding.  It  was  based  upon  an  act  that  was 
wholly  void.  It  was  said,  indeed,  that  a majority 
of  the  people  had  voted;  but  where  was  the  evi- 
dence of  any  regular  social  organization  in  the 
convention?  What  guaranty  did  congress  possess 
that  it  had  been  convened  according  to  the  forms  of 
the  constitution?  Who  voted?  Who  notified  the 
people  at  large  of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting? — 
Did  the  people  all  consent  to  such  time  and  such 
place?  It  was,  at  least,  not  probably  they  did. — 
The  people  of  this  country  were  in  the  habit  of 
looking  to  some  regular  and  recognised  authority  in 
all  their  proceedings.  A,  B,  ami  C,  in  a particular 
county  declaring  that  they  would  meet  to  consider 
this  public  question,  did  not  lay  the  basis  of  a con- 
vention. How  had  the  election  of  members  of  the 
convention  been  conducted?  Who  had  been  the 
judges  of  election?  had  they  been  sworn?  if  so, 
their  oath  must  have  been  extra-judicial.  And  who 
had  been  permitted  to  vote?  It  had  been  said  that 
there  were  two  thousand  more  votes  given  on  either 
side  than  in  the  first  convention.  That  that  num- 
ber of  votes  had  been  counted  he  did  not  doubt;  but 
where  was  the  evidence  that  they  had  been  given? 
No  warrant,  or  qualification  of  voters,  had  been  al- 
luded to.  Mr.  E.  had  no  objection  to  the  admission 
of  Michigan,  but  let  it  be  done  regularly,  and  in  a 
proper  manner;  and  let  nothing  like  trick  be  prac- 
tised upon  the  people  of  the  new  state,  by  an  estop- 
pel improperly  obtained  against  their  claims. 

Mr.  Morris  said  he  was  very  thankful  for  infor- 
mation that  would  show  the  ground  on  which  the 
parties  stood  in  the  discussion.  He  understood  the 
gentleman  (Mr.  B.)  thus:  that  all  which  was  re- 
quired of  the  people  of  Michigan  was  that  they 
should  choose  a convention,  and  that  such  a con- 
vention should  assent  to  the  act  of  admission.  The 
gentleman  even  went  further;  if  one  convention  had 
failed,  the  people  might  choose  another,  and  so  go 
on  ad  infinitum.  This  doctrine  (Mr.  M.  thought) 
went  directly  to  dissolve  the  whole  elements  of  so- 
ciety, and  to  destroy  all  the  obligations  of  law.  It 
amounted  to  this:  that  if  an  act  of  congress  should 
be  passed  for  the  punishment  of  an  offence,  which 
act  required  a judicial  investigation,  the  people 
might,  notwithstanding,  rise  in  an  original  assem- 
bly, and  themselves  inflict  the  punishineqt- 

Again,  if  Michigan  had  adopted  a constitution,  it 
was  bound  to  abide  by  that  constitution.  But  this 
proposed  act  of  congress  would  give  the  people  of 
Michigan  the  power  to  amend  and  add  to  that  con- 
stitution. Mr.  M.  thought  that  doctrines  of  this 
kind  ought  not  to  be  tolerated.  And  if  such  an  ori- 
ginal convention  was  proper,  how  was  it  to  be  cre- 
ated? Was  one  county  to  notify  another,  or  one  in- 
dividual another;  or  how  was  it  to  be  done?  If  the 
people  of  Michigan  might  act  in  this  irregular  way, 
then  so  might  the  people  of  any  of  the  states,  and 
all  government  and  law  would  be  thus  already  dis- 
solved into  their  original  elements,  and  the  whole 
fabric  of  our  institutions  would  be  reduced  to  a 
shadow.  And  the  fault  would  not  be  so  much  in 
the  people  of  Michican  as  in  this  proposed  act  of 
congress.  Mr.  M.  thought  much  mischief  would 
follow  the  passage  of  the  bill  with  such  a preamble. 
It  would  be  establishing  by  congress  the  doctrine 
that  we  are  not  to  be  governed  by  law,  but  by  po- 
pular frenzy.  When  the  legislature  of  Michigan 
passed  the  law  authorising  a convention,  was  there 
any  objection  made  to  that  law?  But  why  pass  the 
law,  if  the  people  might  ripe  in  an  original  conven- 
tion? It  was  such  a convention  that  at  least  accept- 
ed the  terms  of  admission — a convention  which,  as 
the  president  had  informed  us,  was  got  up  without 
law;  and  the  president  had  therefore  not  issued  his 
proclamation  of  admission.  It  seemed  to  Mr.  M. 
that  all  this  was  a wide  departure  from  the  consti- 
tution and  laws  of  the  country;  and  he  should,  there- 
fore, at  the  proper  time,  move  to  strike  out  the  pre- 
amble. 

Mr.  Buchanan  regretted  that,  in  expressing  a mere 
general  opinion,  he  had  unintentionally  gaven  rise 
to  the  present  discussion.  The  senator  from  Ohio, 
who  had  just  taken  his  seat,  had  stated  the  ground 
he  had  taken  in  such  strong  terms,  that  Mr.  B.  sup- 
posed that  if  an  angel  from  heaven  should  attempt 
to  convince  him  of  the  contrary  he  would  labor  in 
vain.  That  honorable  senate  had  discovered  that 
Mr.  B.  was  a great  latitudinarian,  and  that,  if  the 
principles  he  had  stated  should  once  be  admit- 
ted, every  thing  would  run  toconfusion.  The  peo- 
ple, it  seemed,  would  rise,  and  not  only  legislate  for 
themselves,  but  execute  justice  also!  (He  presum- 
ed by  Lynch  law).  But  he  denied  the  justice  of 


any  such  inferences  from  his  doctrine.  By  what 
authority  had  the  first  convention  been  held?  Not 
from  any  power  given  by  the  act  of  congress  to  the 
legislature  of  Michigan  to  pass  a law  calling  a con- 
vention. Why,  then,  had  such  an  act  been  passed? 
Clearly  from  the  necessity  of  the  case.  Michigan 
had  been  acting  as  a sovereign  state,  and  congress 
had  been  treating  with  her  touching  her  admission 
into  the  union.  It  had  been  very  proper  in  the  le- 
gislature to  pass  such  a law;  but  the  convention  as- 
sembled under  it  had  proved  ineffectual.  Congress 
had  acted  wisely  in  not  requiring  any  act  of  the  le- 
gislature to  give  validity  to  the  convention.  The 
sovereign  people  of  the  state  of  Michigan  had  a 
right  to  do,  in  this  matter,  just  what  they  should 
please  to  do.  And  even  had  the  legislature  refused 
to  pass  a law  calling  a convention,  the  people  would 
still  have  possessed  the  right  to  meet  in  their  pri- 
mary assemblies,  and  make  their  wishes  known  to 
the  legislature.  He  admitted  that  congress  should 
first  be  satisfied  that  the  convention  had  acted  in  a 
regular  manner,  and  had  actually  concurred  in  the 
conditions  of  admission.  But,  when  this  was  prov- 
ed, it  was  no  longer  a matter  of  favor  to  receive  the 
new  state.  It  was  her  right  to  come  in.  He  should 
not  go  into  the  argument  at  this  time;  when  the  bill 
came  up  he  should  be  happy  to  meet  the  two  sena- 
tors from  Ohio  in  its  discussion. 

Mr.  Benton  said  it  was  impossible  that  any  ques- 
tion could  arise  about  the  admission,  on  which  every 
gentleman  had  not  already  made  up  his  mind.  The 
subject  had  already  been  4 or  5 yeais  before  con- 
gress. Mr.  B.  insisted  thatthe  question  was  a mere 
question  of  right,  a right  which  existed  four  years 
ago,  but  which  had  been  met  at  the  threshold,  and 
fought  inch  by  inch,  till,  at  the  last  session  of  con- 
gress, the  friends  of  the  admission  had  determined  to 
sit  it  out.  The  admission  had  been  resisted  in  a man- 
ner unknown  to  the  history  of  the  country.  And 
now  it  was  to  be  put  off  till  Monday,  when  the  senate 
had  rather  occasion  to  sit  at  night  in  these  short 
days;  and  the  nights  would  be  necessary  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  question.  If  all  the  questions  brought 
forward  should  be  discussed,  they  might  begin  with 
Adam,  who  had  but  one  woman  to  govern,  and  en- 
ter into  the  history  of  original  conventions.  There 
was  no  necessity  of  postponing  till  Monday.  All 
the  time  would  be  little  enough  for  them  to  get  rid 
of  what  was  pent  up  within  them  almost  to  burst- 
ing on  this  subject.  But  if  postponed,  then,  when 
Monday  should  come,  Mr.  B.  would  come  and  sit 
down  in  his  chair,  and  would  camp  on  this  ground 
till  Michigan  should  be  admitted. 

The  discussion  ended  by  making  the  bill  the  or- 
der of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  PEYTON,  OF  TENN. 
Upon  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Wise  proposing  a select 
committee  of  investigation,  and  Mr.  Pearce’s  mo- 
tion to  amend  the  same.  December  15.  . 

Mr.  Speaker:  I was,  at  first,  somewhat  surpris- 
ed that  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  (Mr. 
Pearce)  should  be  found  in  opposition  to  this  inves- 
tigation. That  gentleman  was  once  the  zealous 
advocate  of  rigid  scrutiny  into  all  abuses  commit- 
ted by  public  functionaries.  In  an  elaborate  speech, 
upon  this  floor,  he  once  sustained  an  investigation 
similar  to  the  one  now  proposed  hy  my  friend  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise).  I allude  to  the  case  of  the 
Wiscasset  collector.  But,  sir,  the  gentleman  an- 
nounces the  fact  that  he  has  changed.  He  was  then 
opposed  to  general  Jackson — violently  and  bitterly 
opposed  to  him — and  he  manifested  that  opposition 
in  every  conceivable  way,  and  upon  every  subject 
that  arose.  But  having  now  become  a Jackson 
man,  he  has  undergone,  it  seems,  a complete  politi- 
cal transformation.  And  what  a change!  his  old 
principles  discarded — his  mental  vision  in  total  and 
disastrous  eclipse,  he  has  closed  his  eyes  upon 
fraud,  and  peculation,  and  plunder! 

But,  sir,  has  it  come  to  this,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island  is  put  forward  as  the  champion 
of  Andrew  Jackson?  Has  that  distinguished  citi- 
zen already  sunk  so  low  that  hi3  fame  and  reputa- 
tion are  committed  to  the  keeping  of  such  hands? — 
Oh,  spectacle,  mortifying  and  humiliating,  to  the 
honest  friends  and  original  supporters  of  Andrew 
Jackson!  those  who  fought  with  him,  and  voted  for 
him!  who  advocated  his  first  election  upon  princi- 
ple, and  who,  unlike  the  gentleman,  yet  stand  up 
the  dauntless  advocates  of  the  same  principles? — 
What  must  they  think,  how  must  they  feel,  when 
they  are  informed  that  the  president’s  reputation  as 
a statesman  has  fallen  into  the  custody  of  that  gen- 
tleman, who,  formerly  a violent,  loathed  and  detest- 
ed assailant,  has  thrown  himself  into  the  current  of 
the  president’s  popularity,  strong  enough  to  bear 
even  him  along,  and  is  now  become  his  pretended 
fulsome  eulogist  and  defender? 

But,  sir,  to  the  gentleman’s  objections,  or  rather 
his  pretended  objections,  to  the  proposed  inquiry. 


He  has  given  a striking  specimen  of  the  cunning 
and  tact  of  the  sect  to  which  he  belongs,  by  the  is- 
sue which  he  has  made  up — a false,  hypocritical  is- 
sue. What  is  it?  AVhy,  forsooth,  that  it  involves 
the  president’s  veracity!  that  it  will  be,  does  the 
president  speak  the  truth  when  he  says  that  all  the 
officers  are  “honest”  as  well  as  capable!  and  that 
he,  good  tender-hearted  man,  cannot  endure  to  hear 
any  thing  which  infringes,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
upon  the  veracity  of  that  high  functionary.  Under 
this  false  and  fraudulent  issue  the  gentleman  takes 
shelter,  and  expects  to  escape  all  inquiry,  all  inves- 
tigation. Is  argument  required  to  expose  a posi- 
tion so  monstrous?  Will  not  every  high-minded 
man  in  the  nation  look  upon  it  with  scorn  and  in- 
dignation? Sir,  I deny  and  denounce  this  as  that 
false  issue  which  has  so  long  been  the  shield  of  the 
party,  and  behind  which  they  always  skulk  at  the 
slightest  approach  of  danger.  The  president  says 
that  they  are  honest,  and  the  gentleman  says  you 
are  not  to  prove  them  to  be  rogues,  because  that 
would  be  to  make  out  the  president  a liar.  What  a 
position! 

Did  the  president  write  the  paragraph  in  his  mes- 
sage, laudatory  of  these  officers,  which  the  gentle- 
man himself  admits  is  unusual  in  such  a document, 
and  which,  I am  sure,  has  no  precedent  or  parallel? 
No,  sir,  not  one  word  of  it,  and  he  does  not  know, 
at  this  moment,  that  it  is  there.  What  is  it,  sir, 
which  these  gentlemen,  so  able  and  so  honest,  have 
introduced  into  the  message,  and  now  claim  that  it 
is  evidence  of  so  high  and  sacred  a nature  that  it 
cannot  be  examined  or  impeached?  Here  it  is: 

“Before  concluding  this  paper,  I think  it  due  to 
the  various  executive  departments  to  bear  testimo- 
ny to  their  prosperous  condition,  and  to  the  ability 
and  integrity  with  which  they  have  been  conducted. 
It  has  been  my  aim  to  enforce  in  all  of  them  a vigi- 
lant and  faithful  discharge  of  the  public  business; 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  me  to  believe  that  there  is  no 
just  cause  of  complain!:,  from  any  quarter,  at  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  fulfilled  the  objects  of 
their  creation.” 

Did  Andrew  Jackson  write  this  sweeping  certifi- 
cate of  moral  character  for  these  gentlemen?  No, 
sir,  no.  I plead  non  est  factum.  It  is  not  his  deed. 
They  have  fraudulently  smuggled  it  into  his  mes- 
sage, to  evade  scrutiny  into  their  conduct.  In- 
stead of  stifling  inquiry,  it  is  of  itself  a cause  of 
suspicion.  I say,  sir,  that  the  president  did  not 
write  it;  in  support  of  which  avernment,  I have 
evidence  satisfactory,  at  least,  to  my  own  mind, 
and  such  as  should  be  made  known  to  this  house, 
to  the  country  at  largo,  and  to  posterity.  It  should 
thus  be  made  known,  in  order  to  shield  the  name 
and  fame  of  the  president  from  that  imputation 
which,  in  all  time  to  come,  would  attach  to  them, 
in  consequence  of  this  flagrant  abuse  of  the  confi- 
dence reposed  by  him  in  others.  The  committee 
on  the  part  of  the  senate,  which,  according  to 
usage,  was  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  president  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  and  inform  him 
of  the  readiness  of  congress  to  receive  the  very 
message  in  question,  found  him  extended  on  a sick 
couch,  scarcely  able  to  raise  his  hand.  On  the  eve 
of  their  departure,  he  urged  the  senator  from  Ten- 
nessee (Mr.  Grundy ) to  come  back  soon,  and  talk 
with  him;  that  he  was  lonesome,  wanted  company, 
and  wished  to  have  his  friends  about  him.  The  se- 
nator (alas,  that  it  should  be  necessary  for  him 
to  invoke  the  attendance  of  friends,  and  of  such 
friends!)  did  return,  and  remained  with  the  presi- 
dent more  than  an  hour,  during  which  time  he 
ne’er  alluded  to  the  subject  of  politics.  He  spoke 
of  dying,  of  the  Hermitage,  of  his  hope  that  he 
might  be  spared  till  he  could  reach  it  in  the  spring. 
His  thoughts  were  with  his  heart,  “and  that  was  far 
away,”  dwelling  upon  other  and  doubtless  holier 
meditations  than  writing  eulogies  upon  public  func- 
tionaries, whose  conduct  he  was  in  no  situation  to 
eximine,  and  who,  if  they  were  honest,  needed  not 
his  testimony  to  the  fact. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  has  another 
obection  to  the  mode  of  proceeding  proposed  by 
my  friend  from  Virginia.  He  says  that  it  is  unne- 
cessary, because,  by  the  standing  rules  of  the  house, 
th<  investigation  into  all  such  matters  is  enjoined, 
as  a duty,  upon  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 
Tie  rule  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  reads  as  fol- 
lovs:  “It  shall  be  the  duty''  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  to  take  into  consideration  all  such 
reiorts  of  the  treasury  department,  and  all  such 
pnpositions  relative  to  the  revenue,  as  may  be  re- 
fered  to  them  by  the  house,  &e.  &c.  to  examine 
ino  the  state  of  the  several  public  departments,  and 
pa-ticularly  into  the  laws  making  appropriations  of 
mmeys,  and  to  report  whether  the  moneys  have 
ben  disbursed  conformably  with  such  laws,  and 
al  o to  report,  from  time  to  time,  such  provisions 
ard  arrangements  as  may  be  necessary  to  add  to  the 
eonomy  of  the  departments,  and  the  accountability 
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of  their  officers.”  And  yet  the  gentleman,  in  a 
subsequent  part  of  his  argument,  contended  that 
the  exercise,  by  the  house,  of  such  a power  as  is 
hereby  enjoined  upon  one  of  its  standing  commit- 
tees, would  be  a disfranchisement  of  the  heads  of 
departments!  An  ex  parte  trial  and  conviction  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  of  the  common  law!  The  rule 
referred  to  by  the  gentleman  shows  the  sense  en- 
tertained by  the  house  in  relation  to  the  necessity 
of  such  investigations  as  the  one  proposed  into  the 
state  and  condition  of  the  several  departments, 
with  a view  to  the  rigid  accountability  ot  public  of- 
ficers, and  the  legal  disbursement  of  the  public  mo- 
neys. 

But,  sir,  is  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  the 
appropriate  committee  to  make  such  examinations? 
Look  at  the  past.  How  long  have  complaints  of 
malversation  in  office  been  ringing  in  the  ears  of 
gentlemen?  Look  at  the  formation  of  that  commit- 
tee. Its  chairman  (Mr.  Cambreleng ) labors  under 
a political,  if  not  a legal,  disability  to  institute  and 
conduct  them  with  efficiency.  Dare  he  move  in 
such  a cause?  No,  sir;  he  would  seal  his  fate  for- 
ever. But,  if  that  committee  were  forced  by  the 
house  into  the  investigation,  with  what  hope  of 
success  could  we  rely  upon  it?  The  head  of  each 
department  would  hand  over  to  the  chairman  of  that 
committee  such  a statement  as  he  might  choose  to 
send  here. 

Why,  sir,  it  would  be  like  the  trial  of  R.  M. 
Whitney.  Reuben  has  been  tried,  and,  as  you  will 
be  glad  to  hear,  acquitted,  since  the  last  session. — 
But  how  tried?  Not  by  a committee  of  this  house? 
No,  sir,  he  was  tried  on  the  other  side  of  the  Alle- 
ghanies,  while  the  witnesses  and  the  prosecutor 
were  a thousand  miles  off.  He  was  tried  at  Jones- 
borough,  Tennessee,  before  the  president  of  the 
United  States;  the  prosecutor  not  my  friend  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise),  but  one  John  Kennedy,  who 
prosecuted  Reuben  so  handsomely,  that  he  has 
since  been  rewarded  by  an  appointment.  Reuben 
was  arraigned  before  the  president  in  a large  crowd, 
the  charges  against  him  so  drawn  up  that  they 
could  all  be  answered  in  his  favor  without  touching 
the  true  issues  which  involve  his  guilt  or  inno- 
cence. They,  in  effect,  asked  the  president — is 
Reuben  a saint,  or  is  he  a sinner?  “He  is  a perse- 
cuted patriot,  sir;  persecuted  on  account  of  his  op- 
position to  the  United  States  bank.”  “There!” 
said  they,  “do  you  hear  that?”  and  the  shout,  hurra 
for  Reuben,  was  loud  and  long.  But,  sir,  the  gen- 
tleman chose  to  wander  from  the  subject  before  the 
house,  and  carry  this  political  war  into  Tennessee. 
This  is  contrary  to  the  policy  of  his  state  during 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain.  She  then  had  a 
higher  regard  for  state  lines  and  state  sovereignty: 
her  patriotism  was  only  commensurate  with  her 
small  limits. 

He  represents  the  president  as  going  to  the  Her- 
mitage on  private  business,  and  seems  to  justify  all 
which  his  party  attempted  to  achieve  by  the  presi- 
dent’s visit  to  Tennessee.  A private  visit  to  the 
Hermitage!  They  scarcely  gave  him  time  to 
shake  hands  with  the  old  family  servants  at  the 
Hermitage.  He  was  hurried  from  place  to  place, 
dragged  along  through  dust  and  heat  to  public 
meetings,  at  towns  and  villages,  and  cross  roads, 
and  country  stores;  carried  through  Tennessee  and 
Alabama;  brought  back,  and  taken  through  Ken- 
tucky, by  the  way  of  Cincinnati,  to  Washington. 
The  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  resorted  to-  every 
art  to  excite  and  induce  him  to  take  an  active  part 
in  the  election;  and  they  now  talk  of  a private 
visit  to  the  Hermitage!  Sir,  I was  told  this  morn- 
ing, as  I entered  the  capitol,  that  some  one  of  the 
members  from  Tennessee  denied  certain  facts  which 
every  one  there  knows  to  be  true.  I hope,  sir,  that 
no  such  denial  has  been  made.  But,  if  it  ha;,  I 
stand  ready  to  meet  the  gentleman,  arid  maintain 

Ithe  truth  of  those  facts  any  where.  The  president 
assailed  me  for  the  course  which  he  said  I had  pur- 
sued in  relation  to  the  bill  which  contained  the  ap- 
propriation to  carry  into  effect  the  Cherokee  treaty, 
before  he  left  the  city,  which  complaint  he  lfe- 
quently  repeated  on  his  way  to  the  Hermitage.  At 
Knoxville,  a gentleman  produced  the  Globe  news- 
paper, which  showed  that  I had  voted  and  spol;en 
in  support  of  that  measure.  But  it  had  no  effect, 
for  he  continued  to  speak  of  it  as  he  had  done  Ire- 
fore.  At  Sparta,  he  denounced  my  friend  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Wise)  as  a liar.  At  the  housejof 
Mrs.  Sanders,  in  Sumner  county,  Tennessee,  fie 
slated  that  my  colleague  (Mr.  Bell)  “told  tweity 
lies  in  one  speech,  and  knew  them  to  be  lies  at  he 
time;”  and  that  Peyton  was  a greater  liar  than 
Bell.  In  passing  through  the  district  of  my  <|>J- 
league  (Mr,  Forester),  his  very  able  speech  at  the 
last  session  of  congress  having  been  mentioned,  lie 
president  stated  “that  any  man  could  get  as  gool  a 
speech  as  that  written  at  Washington  for  five  cbl- 
hirs."  When  asked  how  Mr.  Huntsman  was, jin 


relation  to  political  parties,  “He’s  on  the  fence,” 
said  the  general,  “and  no  one  knows  which  side  he 
will  fall.”  The  constituents  of  another  one  of  my 
colleagues  inquired,  “Well,  general,  what  do  you 
think  of  our  representative,  Mr.  Shields?”  “Oh!” 
said  he,  “he’s  of  no  account,  sir,  no  account;  turn 
him  out,  and  send  some  one  in  his  place  who  is  of 
some  account.”  I have  repeated  these  things,  sir, 
not  on  account  of  any  pleasure  they  afford  me,  but 
because  those  very  gentlemen  who  were  the  cause 
of  these  exhibitions  are  now  denying  them.  Let 
any  man  deny  this  statement  who  dare. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  calls  upon 
us  to  take  “the  bull  by  the  horns,”  “to  move  an 
impeachment  against  the  president  at  once” — says 
that  “he  is  accountable  for  the  acts  of  his  ministers, 
arid  any  attack  upon  them  is  in  effect  an  impeach- 
ment of  him.”  This  is  strange  doctrine  to  me,  sir. 
We  wish  to  rope  these  calves,  and  drag  them  bleat- 
ing as  they  go  from  the  treasury,  for  they  have 
been  sucking  too  long  already;  and  the  gentleman 
says  no,  “take  the  bull  by  the  horns.”  .Move  an 
impeachment  against  the  president,  indeed!  He 
accountable,  criminally  accountable  for  the  want  of 
integrity  on  the  part  of  his  ministers!  Was  there 
ever  any  thing  more  impudent  than  this?  Because 
general  Jackson  is  a patriot,  does  it  follow  that 
Reuben  M.  Whitney  is  any  thing  but  what  the 
world  knows  him  to  be?  Because  general  Jackson 
is  an  honest  man,  does  it  follow  that  Amos  Kendall, 
and  all  the  other  “hirelings,”  as  he  calls  them,  are 
honest  too?  This,  sir,  is  the  doctrine  of  the  party 
—the  doctrine  of  men  into  whose  hands  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country  has  fallen.  But,  sir,  the  gen- 
tleman, in  thus  shuffling  himself  under  the  protect- 
ing mantle  of  the  president,  but  displays  the  usual 
tact  of  the  party  to  which  he  belongs.  They  are 
all  patriots,  if  the  president  be  a patriot.  They  are 
all  honest  men,  if  the  president  be  an  honest  man. 
Sir,  let  me  put  a case  in  common  life  to  illustrate 
this  doctrine;  one  which  every  farmer  will  under- 
stand. Take  any  man  of  seventy  years  of  age,  put 
him  on  a farm  with  sixty  hands  to  control,  give 
him  a full  crop,  corn,  tobacco  and  small  grain;  can 
he  manage  them  so  that  no  part  of  the  crop  will 
suffer?  Suppose  his-  foremen  are  faithless  and 
roguish,  that  they  are  detected  marauding  the  coun- 
try of  nights,  taken  with  their  pigs  and  turkeys, 
their  cbicireris  and  potatoes,  upon  them,  could  they 
plead  the  virtues  of  their  master  as  a justification 
of  their  crimes?  Could  you  not  Lynch  them  with- 
out meaning  to  inflict  blows  upon  the  good  old 
man  whose  confidence  they  had  abused?  There  is 
no  man  amongst  them  who  can  stand  one  moment 
upon  his  own  merits.  No,  sir,  they  have  crowded 
and  huddled  together  under  the  mantle  of  general 
Jackson,  until  that  is  not  broad  enough  to  cover 
them;  they  have  worn  it  threadbare,  stretched  and 
torn  it  into  tatters.  You  may  occasionally  get  a 
glimpse  of  Van’s  bald  pate  popped  out  here,  Amos’s 
sharp  face  there,  Felix’s  red  eyes  yonder,  Blair’s 
shank  at  one  place,  and  Reuben’s  pockets  filled 
with  treasury  receipts  at  another;  and  now,  sir,  we 
have  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  squealing 
around  like  an  odd  pig,  for  whom  there  is  no  teat, 
hunting  a place  to  crawl  in  at.  Now,  sir,  what  I 
wish  is,  to  strip  the  Jackson  mantle  off  these  gen- 
tlemen, and  let  them  stand  up  for  themselves. — 
Every  one  knows  that  no  gentleman  upon  this  floor 
has  any  motive,  any  wish  to  make  an  issue  with 
general  Jackson;  that  he  cannot  be  the  object  of 
this  resolution.  His  course  is  run,  his  day  is  past, 
his  power  is  in  other  hands,  and  we  wish  to  hold 
those  gentlemen  accountable  for  the  manner  in 
which  they  exercise  it.  There  has  been  no  inves- 
tigation into  the  departments,  which  we  propose  to 
examine,  for  the  last  eight  years.  We  wish  to  see 
a settlement  of  their  accounts  at  the  bar  of  the  pub- 
lic, and  the  balance  fairly  struck  between  them  and 
the  people.  They  may  be  honest,  very  honest;  if 
so,  it  is  due  to  themselves  that  they  show  it.  It 
may  be  otherwise,  and,  in  that  event,  it  is  due  to 
the  'country  that  we  should  have  a committee  of  the 
house  to  show  that.  How  is  it  proposed  that  they 
shall  come  to  trial?  Upon  the  certificate  contained 
in  the  message,  and  upon  that  alone.  The  gentle- 
man himself  admits  that  these  sweeping  certificates 
are  unusual.  I detest  the  whole  system  of  certify- 
ing which  pervades  every  department  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  can  be  traced  from  Reuben  M- 
Whitney  up,  (I  believe  you  cannot  go  from  Reu- 
ben down).  Yes,  sir,  a coward,  who  shrinks  and 
runs  from  ari  adversary  whom  he  has  injured,  will 
get  a certificate  of  his  courage  to  use  upon  the 
stump;  a traitor  will  get  a certificate  of  his  patriot- 
ism; a rogue  of  his  honesty;  and  a perjured  witness 
of  his  veracity;  and  if  you  attempt  to  fix  upon 
either  of  these  his  true  character,  he  will  ensconce 
himself  behind  his  certificate.  We  ask  permission 
to  go  into  the  various  departments,  and  see  what 
their  true  condition  is. 


But,  says  the  gentleman,  that  is  equivalant  to  au 
impeachment  of  the  president,  for  here  is  his  state- 
ment that  all  is  well;  “that  there  is  no  just  cause  of 
complaint  from  any  quarter;”  and  the  argument  is. 
that  if  you  find  just  cause  of  complaint,  it  will 
show  that  what  the  president  has  said  is  not  true, 
and,  therefore,  if  you  do  not  mean  to  attack  the 
president,  there  must  be  no  examination  whatever. 
We  hold  these  officers,  whose  conduct  we  propose 
to  examine,  to  be  trustees,  and  we  have  reason 
to  believe  that  they  have  abused  their  trust,  and 
abused  the  confidence  of  the  president,  and  demand 
that  they  shall  give  an  account  of  their  own  con- 
duct to  the  representatives  of  the  people,  and  are 
met  at  once,  and  told  that  you  are  putting  the 
president  upon  his  trial;  it  is  an  impeachment 
against  him;  make  out  your  specifications  and  sum- 
mons him  to  the  barof  the  senate.  All  we  ask,  sir,  is, 
that  the  representatives  of  the  American  people 
shall  send  a committee  and  examine  the  archives, 
records  and  papers  of  their  own  government,  in  any 
and  all  of  its  departments,  and  make  their  report 
of  the  facts  to  this  house.  We  propose  no  criminal 
prosecution  against  any  one,  but  an  investigation 
into  the  condition  of  the  departments,  and  the  ho- 
nesty and  fidelity  of  the  public  agents,  and  this  the 
gentleman  calls  disfranchisement  under  the  com- 
mon law.  He  was  eloquent  and  extravagant  in  his 
eulogiums  upon  the  heads  of  these  departments;  he 
spouted  their  praises  in  poetry,  and  I suppose  he 
means  they  shall  live  in  song  and  story.  He  says 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  not  slept  upon  his 
arms.  No,  sir,  he  has  not  slept,  and  the  party 
should  feel  under  the  highest  obligations  to  him,  lor 
he  has  so  contrived  as  to  make  the  treasury  and  the 
public  lands  a powerful  auxiliary  to  Mr.  Van  Bun  n 
in  the  late  election.  By  the  celebrated  treasury' 
order,  which  he  issued,  requiring  specie  in  pay- 
ment for  the  public  lands,  with  an  exception  in 
favor  of  the  citizens  of  the  states  in  which  those 
lands  are  situated,  he  in  effect  offered  a bribe  of 
one  hundred  dollars  a head  for  votes  in  the  states 
of  Mississippi,  Arkansas,  Missouri  and  Michigan, 
which  was  then  looked  upon  as  a state.  For,  sir, 
at  the  sale  of  public  lands  in  Mississippi  last  fall, 
specie  was  worth  at  one  time  twenty  per  cent,  and, 
while  the  citizens  of  Tennessee,  then  consid  red  in 
rebellion  against  Mr.  Van  Buren,  were  required  to 
pay  this  enormous  tax,  the  citizens  of  Mississippi, 
a doubtful  state  in  the  election,  were  exempt  from 
it.  At  government  price,  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  would  cost  the  Mississippian  four 
hundred  dollars,  while  the  Tennesseean,  for  the 
same  quantity,  was  compelled  to  pay  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  dollars,  from  the  necessity  he  was 
placed  under  by  this  order  of  raising  specie.  And, 
sir,  this  was  not  confined  to  the  poor  and  needy, 
but  extended  to  the  nabob  with  his  hundreds  of 
hands,  and  thousands  of  bales,  while  the  specie 
was  extracted  from  the  most  indigent  and  merito- 
rious Tennesseean.  This,  sir,  is  what  I call  high- 
handed oppression  on  the  one  side,  and  wholesale 
bribery  and  corruption  on  the  other.  Philip  of  Ma- 
cedon  never  made  a more  unblushing  use  of  money 
to  corrupt  and  enslave  the  people  of  Greece.  This 
secretary  must  be  entitled  to  the  praise,  and  some- 
thing more  substantial  still,  to  a portion  of  the 
spoils  of  the  party.  The  gentleman  alluded,  also, 
to  the  visit  of  the  secretary  of  state,  (Mr.  Forsyth), 
to  Georgia,  which  he  cails  unfortunate;  true,  his 
visit  was  unfortunate;  and  of  tire  visit  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy,  (Mr.  Dickerson),  to  New  Jersey, 
which  was  also  unfortunate.  He  seems  unwilling 
to  give  them  any  credit  for  well  meant  exertions, 
and  “wishes  to  God  they  had  staid  at  home.”  This 
appears  rather  ungrateful,  as  they  used  their  best 
exertions  in  the  cause.  It  is  true  the  gentleman  at- 
tempts to  conceal  the  fact,  but  it  is  notorious  that  the 
secretary  of  state  went  to  Georgia,  and  used  every 
effort  to  rally  his  shattered  forces — that  he  was 
openly  electioneering  for  Mr.  Van  Buren.  Amos, 
too,  ii‘  I was  correctly  informed,  made  an  excursion 
for  a like  purpose,  into  New  England.  1 am  sure 
that  I saw  it  stated  that  lie  had  his  face  lithographed 
and  copies  sent  through  the  country,  so  that  those 
who  could  not  see  “the  divine  original,  might  at 
least  gaze  on  love’s  counterfeit.” 

But,  sir,  the  gentleman  assumes  another  ground  in 
defence  of  these  “ministers”  as  he  calls  them.  He 
says  the  appointment  of  this  committee  would 
amount  to  a disfranchisement  of  those  officers  whose 
conduct  it  is  proposed  to  scrutinize,  by  denying  to 
them  a trial  according  to  the  strict  rule  of  the  crimi- 
nal law.  This  principle  holds  only  where  a nian  is 
on  trial  for  crime.  All  laws  are  to  be  liberally  ex- 
pounded, so  as  to  defect  fraud,  but  strictly  constru- 
ed when  you  come  to  punish  a criminal.  The  gen- 
tleman goes  too  fast:  he  leaps  to  the  conclusion, 
leaving  us  at  the  beginning  of  this  matter;  while 
we  are  commencing  the  development  of  fraud  and 
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The  house  proceeded  to  the  special  order  of  the 
day,  being  the  consideration  of  tne  resolution  here- 
tofore olfered  by  Mr.  Wise,  providing  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a select  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
administration  of  the  executive  departments,  kc. 

A debate  followed,  in  which  Messrs.  Pickens, 
Dunlap  and  Peyton  participated,  and  a report  of 
which  will  appear  hereafter. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  without  taking 
the  question,  the  house  adjourned. 

Before  announcing  the  adjournment,  the  speaker 
laid  before  the  house  a communication  from  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit: 

Treasury  department,  Jan.  3,  1837. 

Sir:  I seize  the  earliest  occasion  to  inform  con- 
gress of  the  measures  adopted  by  this  department 
since  the  1st  instant,  in  compliance  with  the  13th 
section  of  the  act  regulating  “the  deposites  of  the 
public  money.” 

The  balance  in  the  treasury  on  that  day,  which 
was  subject  to  be  apportioned  among  the  different 
states,  has,  on  the  principles  of  the  act,  as  constru- 
ed by  the  attorney  general,  and  explained  in  my  last 
annual  report,  been  ascertained  to  be  $37,468,859 
97. 

The  division  of  this  sum,  in  detail,  among  the  se- 
veral states,  may  be  seen  in  the  document  annexed, 
(A)  and,  including  Michigan,  equals  $127,445  10 
to  each  electoral  vote. 

In  consequence  of  the  proceedings  of  the  last 
convention  in  Michigan,  and  the  views  expressed 
concerning  them  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  is  his  recent  message  communicating  those 
proceedings  to  congress,  together  with  the  provi- 
sions of  the  bill  now  pending  in  one  house  on  this 
question,  the  department  has  supposed  her  situa- 
tion so  far  changed  since  November  as  to  justify 
the  assignment  to  her  of  a share  of  the  public  de- 
posites, subject,  however,  entirely  to  the  future  de- 
cision of  congress  upon  the  propriety  of  this  step. 

The  payment  of  the  share  assigned  to  Michigan 
will,  therefore,  be  postponed  till  some  expression 
of  opinion  shall  be  given  by  congress,  which  may 
either  sanction  its  being  made  to  her  in  the  same 
manner  as  to  the  other  states,  or  require  its  division 
among  the  other  states  in  addition  to  the  sums 
which  have  already  been  appropriated  to  them. 

Twelve  of  the  states  have  communicated  their 
acceptance  of  the  terms  of  the  act,  and  accordingly 
transfers,  equal  in  amount  to  the  first  quarterly  de- 
posite  required  under  the  law,  are  now  issuing  in 
favor  of  their  respective  agents. 

Which  is  respectively  submitted, 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 
Apportionment  among  the  several  states  of  the  public 

money  remaining  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  January, 


1S37,  excepting  five  millions  of  dollars. 


States. 

No.  electo- 
ral votes. 

Amount  to  be  de- 
posited during  the 
year  1837. 

Maine 

10 

$1,274,451  02 

New  Hampshire 

7 

892,115  71 

Massachusetts 

14 

1,784,331  43 

Rhode  Island 

4 

509.780  41 

Vermont 

7 

892,115  71 

Cannecticut 

8 

1,019,560  81 

New  York 

42 

5,352,694  28 

New  Jersey 

8 

LOIS, 560  81 

Pennsylvania 

30 

3,823,35.3  06 

Delaware 

3 

382,335  31 

Maryland 

10 

1,274,451  02 

Virginia 

23 

2,931,237  34 

North  Carolina 

15 

1,911,676  53 

South  Carolina 

11 

1,401,896  12 

Georgia 

11 

1,401,896  12 

Alabama 

7 i 

812,115  71 

Mississippi 

4 

519,780  41 

Louisiana 

5 

627,225  51 

Missouri 

4 

5)9,780  41 

Kentucky 

15 

1,911,676  53 

Tennessee 

15 

1, SI  1,676  53 

Ohio 

21 

2,076,347  14 

Indiana 

9 

1,147,005  92 

Illinois 

5 

(37,225  51 

Arkansas 

3 

282,335  31 

Michigan 

3 

582,335  31 

$37,468,859  97 

Wednesday,  Jan. 

4.  On  motion  of  Mr.  McKay, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  miliary  affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediemy  of  prohibit- 
ing or  regulating  by  law  the  practice  of  officers  of 
the  army  being  employed  in  the  serdee  of  indivi- 
duals or  incorporated  companies,  and  nceiving  com- 
pensation from  fhem  during  the  time  tney  hold  their 
commissions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holsey, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  Irdian  affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedieicy  of  provid- 


ing by  law  for  the  granting  of  patents  to  assignees 
or  holders  of  contracts  of  purchase  of  creek  reser- 
vations, which  have  been  certified  by  the  agent,  and 
approved  by  the  president  under  the  third  article  of 
the  treaty  with  the  Creek  tribe  oflndians,  concluded 
at  Washington,  on  the  24th  day  of  March,  1S32. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  and  justice 
of  making  an  additional  appropriation  of  land  to  sa- 
tisfy the  warrants  in  scrip  which  have  beer,  issued, 
and  which  may  hereafter  issue,  in  virtue  of  the  laws 
and  ordinances  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  state 
of  Virginia,  for  services  in  the  army  of  the  revolu- 
tion; and  that  the  committee  further  inquire  into  the 
propriety  of  authorising  the  secretery  of  the  trea- 
sury, in  cases  where  scrip  may  have  been  and  shall 
be  issued,  and  all  the  heirs  and  others  interested 
therein  shall  not  appear  or  join  in  receiving  the 
same,  to  issue  to  those  who  shall  appear  or  join,  or 
their  attorney  or  attorneys,  their  proper  portion,  re- 
serving in  the  treasury  the  portion  due  to  those  who 
do  not  appear  or  join  as  aforesaid. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Owens, 
lies  one  day  under  the  rule,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  furnish  this  house  with  a detailed  statement  of  the 
number  and  names  of  the  officers  in  the  regular 
army  of  the  United  States  who  have  resigned  their 
commissions  within  the  last  twelve  months,  and  the 
dates  of  said  resignations;  the  number  and  names  of 
the  officers  who  have  applied  for  and  obtained  fur- 
loughs within  the  same  period  of  time,  the  date  of 
said  furloughs,  and  the  reasons  for  granting  the 
same;  and  the  number  and  names  of  the  officers  who 
have  refused  to  comply  with  the  last  general  order 
of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  requiring  the 
officers  of  the  army  to  join  their  regiments,  and  the 
reasons  for  such  non-compliance;  and  any  other 
matter  connected  with  this  subject  that  he  may 
deem  important  to  the  public  interests. 

The  following  resolution,  presented  by  Mr.  Mont- 
gomery, lies  one  day  under  the  rule: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  inform  this  house  what  quantity  of  pub- 
lic lands  belongs  to  the  United  States  in  each  state 
and  territory,  and  their  aggregate  amount;  what  has 
been  the  whole  cost  attending  their  purchase  and 
management  up  to  the  1st  December,  1836,  desig- 
nating the  amount  of  each  of  the  various  heads  of 
expenditure,  with  the  dates  at  which  the  lands  have 
been  acquired;  also,  that  he  inform  the  house  what 
amount  of  land  has  been  surveyed  and  offered  for 
3ale  in  each  of  the  states  and  territories,  the  amount 
which  has  been  sold  at  public  sale,  the  amount  pur- 
chased at  private  sale,  the  probable  amount  that  has 
been  purchased  by  speculators,  the  amount  that  has 
probably  been  taken  for  actual  settlement,  the 
amount  that  will  probably  bring  the  government 
price  or  more,  what  amount  will  bring  less  than 
$1  25  per  acre  and  over  75  cents  per  acre,  what 
amount  will  bring  75  cents  and  over  50  cents  per 
acre,  what  amount  will  bring  50  cents  and  over  25 
cents  per  acre,  what  amount  will  bring25  cents  and 
under,  and  what  amount  will  not  sell  at  any  price; 
also,  the  amount  of  cash  paid  into  the  public  trea- 
sury, and  disbursements  made  therefrom  annually 
since  1790  inclusive. 

Mr.  Howard,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
reported  the  following  resolution,  which  was  agreed 
to: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
vising the  acts  of  congress  relative  to  foreign  mis- 
sions. 

The  speaker  presented  a communication  from  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  the  report  of 
the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  lor  the 
southeastern  district  of  Louisiana,  made  to  that  de- 
partment  under  the  act  of  congress  of  February, 
1835,  “for  the  final  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands  in 
the  state  of  Louisiana,”  together  with  a communi- 
cation from  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land 
office,  touching  the  validity  of  the  claims  therein 
mentioned. 

The  speaker  also  laid  before  the  house  a commu- 
nication from  the  treasury  department,  submitting  a 
report,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  10th  July,  1832,  di- 
recting the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  lay  before 
this  house  at  the  next  and  each  successive  session 
of  congress,  copies  of  statements  and  returns,  as 
far  as  he  is  able  to  do,  showing  the  capital,  circula- 
tion, discounts,  specie  deposites,  and  condition  of 
the  different  state  banks  and  banking  companies. 

Mr.  C.  Allan  offered  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution: 

Whereas  congress  has  heretofore  made  donations 
of  the  public  lands  for  the  purpose  of  internal  im- 
provement and  education, 


io  me  siaie  oi  umo. 


i,/.5 1,003  acres. 


Indiana, 

Illinois, 

Missouri,  - 
Mississippi, 

Alabama, 

Louisiana,  - 
Territory  of  Michigan,  - 
Arkansas,  ■ 

Florida, 

in  the 

seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-...^ 

And  whereas  each  of  the  United 'States  has'  an 
equal  right  to  participate  in  the  benefit  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  the  common  property  of  the  union; 

And  every  wise  and  good  American  having  agreed 
in  the  opinion  that  the  cause  of  general  education  is 
indissolubly  identified  with  the  cause  of  general 
liberty: 


1,012,592 
1,712,215 
1,181,34& 
733,244 
1,216,450 
020,053 
509,973 
990,338 
947,724 

; aggregate  amounting  to  eleven  million  fifty- 
i thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres: 


Therefore,  to  do  equal  and  exact  justice  to  all  the 
states,  to  aid  in  diffusing  among  the  rising  genera- 
tion intelligence  enough  to  comprehend,  and  spirit 
enough  to  defend,  their  rights,  and  thus  to  elevate 
the  national  character  and  insure  the  perpetuity  of 
our  free  institutions — 


Be  it  resolved,  That  a select  committee  of  one 
member  from  each  state  be  appointed,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  inquire  into  the  justice  and  expediency 
of  makingto  each  of  the  thirteen  original  American 
states,  together  with  each  of  the  states  of  Vermont, 
Maine,  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  such  grants  of 
the  public  lands,  for  the  purposes  of  education,  as 
will  correspond  in  a just  proportion  with  those  here- 
tofore made  in  favor  of  the  first  named  states  and 
territories,  and  that  said  committee  have  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise.  But,  to  avoid  the  objec- 
tion of  one  state  holding  land  in  another,  the  com- 
mittee is  directed  to  insert  a clause  in  the  bill  which 
they  may  report,  providing  that  the  grants  to  be 
made  thereby  shall  be  subject  to  sale  under  the  laws 
of  the  general  government  now  in  force,  and  that 
the  proceeds  arising  therefrom  shall  be  paid  over  to 
the  states  entitled  to  the  same. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Maine,  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion by  striking  out  the  words  “select  committee  to 
consist  of  one  member  from  each  state,”  and  insert 
“the  committee  on  public  lands,”  but  withdrew  his 
motion  after  some  remarks  from  Mr.  C.  Allan  in 
opposition  to  it. 


Mr.  I inton  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  thereto  the  following:  1 

Resolved,  That  the  said  inquiry  extend  to  all  the 
states,  and  that  the  said  committee  be  further  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  inserting 
a clause  in  said  bill  to  pay  said  new  states  the  va- 
lue of  the  improvements  made  by  them  on  the  pub- 
lic lands,  or  to  pay  to  them  the  amount  the  public 
lands  would  have  been  assessed  for  taxes,  if  they 
had  been  private  property.  ’ 3 

A debate  now  ensued  befween  Messrs.  Vinton 
C.  Allan,  Briggs,  Parker,  Johnson,  of  Louisiana’ 
[who  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  extend- 
ing its  provisions  to  all  the  states  in  the  union] 
Claiborne,  Ashley  and  Mann,  during  which  Mr! 
Claiborne,  of  Mississippi,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  adding  as  follows: 

“And  provided  that  no  such  grant  shall  interfere 
with,  or  be  located  on  the  claim  or  improvement  of 
any  actual  settler  on  the  public  lands.” 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Ashley,  in  favor  of 
referring  the  resolution  to  the  committee  on  public 
lands,  Mr.  Jarvis  moved  the  previous  question,  but 
the  house  refiued  to  second  the  call.  Mr.  A.  Mann, 
after  contending  that  this  proposition  was  nothing 
more  than  the  old  proposition  for  the  distribution 
of  the  public  lands  in  disguise,  expressed  his  opi- 
nion that  the  preamble  to  the  resolution  was  intend- 
ed to  deceive,  and  said,  if  in  order,  he  would  move 
to  strike  it  out.  The  .speaker  said  the  motion  was 
not  now  in  order.  Mr.  Mann  gave  notice  that,  when 
in  order,  he  would  renew'  the  motion.  Mr.  Cam- 
breleng  said  that  he  thought  it  would  be  better  to 
dispose  of  one  resolution  at  a time,  and  for  this  pur- 
pose he  would  move  that  the  house  proceed  to  the 
orders  of  the  day;  which  motion  prevailed. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution of  Mr.  Wise,  and  the  amendment  thereto 
pending,  proposing  an  inquiry  into  the  executive 
departments. 


Mr.  Robertson  addressed  the  house  until  the  usual 
hour  for  adjournment,  when  he  gave  way  to  a mo- 
tion to  adjourn,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday.  Jan.  5.  After  the  presentation  of  pe- 
titions and  reports  r 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  containing  a state- 
ment of  the  causes  which  have  prevented  the  exe- 
cution of  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  of  1819, 
with  Spain,  and  the  two  acts  of  congress  passed  in 
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relation  thereto,  furnished  in  compliance  with  the 
order  of  this  house  of  the  26th  of  December;  which 
letter  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs. ' 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  transmitting  a list  of  th« 
names  of  the  persons  employed  as  clerks  in  the  na- 
vy department  during  the  year  1836,  with  the  com- 
pensation of  each.  Laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hall,  of  Maine,  it  was  resolv- 
ed that  the  committee  on  engrossed  bills  be  now 
appointed. 

Some  business  of  minor  importance  was  next 
transacted,  when  the  house  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Chilton  Allan  relative  to  the  public  lands,  with  the 
amendments  of  Messrs.  Vinton,  Johnson,  of  Lou', 
and  Claiborne,  of  Miss.  Mr.  Harrison,  of  Mo.  ad- 
dressed the  house  at  length  in  opposition  to  the  re- 
solution, and  with  a view  to  show  that  the  preamble 
was  entirely  erroneous  in  the  assumption  which  it 
contained,  that  the  grants  to  the  new  states  w'ere 
gratuitous  for  which  no  consideration  had  been  re- 
ceived. He  denied  the  position;  and  maintained 
that  the  . states  accepted  the  land,  not  as  a gratuity, 
but  under  a compact  entered  into  under  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  by  which  compact  the  new  states, 
in  consideration  of  the  grants,  had  surrendered  one 
of  the  greatest  attributes  of  sovereignty — the  right 
to  tax  the  public  domain  within  their  limits. 

Mr.  Hannegan  was  of  opinion  that  no  practical  good 
was  to  be  obtained  by  the  continuance  of  the  dis- 
cussion, and  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table.  Mr.  C.  Allan  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  motion,  which  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken, 
were — yeas  95,  nays  99.  So  the  motion  to  lay  the 
subject  on  the  table  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Garland,  of  Va.  the  house  pro- 
ceeded to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Wise,  together  with 
the  pending  amendment  of  Mr.  J).  J.  Pearce,  pro- 
viding for  the  appointment  of  a select  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  administration  of  the  executive  de- 
partments. 

Mr.  Robertson  concluded  his  remarks,  and  the 
house  was  addressed  by  Messrs.  Hannegan  and  Ha- 
mer. Mr.  H.  had  not  concluded,  when  he  gave  way 
to  a motion  for  adjournment;  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Anthony,  the  house  adjourned. 


DEBATE  ON  THE  ADMISSION  OF  MICHI- 
GAN. 

In  the  senate  December  30,  1836. 

Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary, reported  a bill  for  the  admission  of  the  state 
of  Michigan  into  the  union;  which  was  by  consent, 
read  twice.  (See  page  294.) 

Mr.  Grundy  moved  that  the  bill  now  receive  its 
third  reading:  it  was  but  short;  the  facts  of  the  case 
were  well  known;  and,  if  any  senator  wished  furth- 
er information,  he  stood  ready  to  give  it,  so  far  as 
it  was  in  possession  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Ewing  objected  to  the  bill’s  receiving  its  third 
reading  at  this  time.  It  was  far  too  important  in 
its  character  to  be  hurried  through  the  senate  in 
this  manner,  without  time  to  look  at  or  consider  it. 

Mr.  Calhoun  joined  in  the  objection.  He  had 
not,  he  said,  looked  much  at  the  question  involved 
in  the  bill,  nor  was  he  acquainted  with  the  facts  of 
the  case;  but,  assuming  them  to  be  as  had  been  stated 
in  the  president’s  message,  this  was  one  of  the  very 
°ravest  questions  ever  submitted  to  the  senate.  It 
was  certainly  one  which  required  to  be  maturely 
considered,  and  carefully  weighed.  He  wished 
more  time  for  reflection;  first,  that  he  might  more 
accurately  ascertain  what  the  facts  were;  and,  se- 
condly, that  he  might  weigh  them  in  his  mind  with 
the  care  they  demanded.  He  presumed  others  were 
of  like  mind:  and,  with  a view  to  ascertain  the 
wishes  of  the  senate,  he  would  move  that  the  farth- 
er consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed,  and  that  it 
be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  that  day  week.  > 

Mr.  Grundy  did  not  object  to  allowing  gentlemen 
a reasonable  time,  but  thought  the  day  named  too 
distant.  There  was  one  good  reason  why  the  bill 
should  receive  an  earlier  consideration:  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  deposites  was  to  take  place  soon  after  the 
first  day  of  January  next,  and  it  was  desirable,  if 
the  bill  was  to  pass  at  all,  that  it  passed  early  enough 
to  admit  the  state  of  Michigan  to  receive,  with  her 
sisters  of  the  confederacy,  her  due  proportion  of  the 
public  moneys;  but  it  the  whole  subject  was  put  oft, 
as  had  been  moved,  the  passage  of  the  bill  might  he 
so  far  delayed  as  to  render  this  impossible.  This, 
surely,  was  a strong  argument  for  as  early  an  atten- 
tion to  the  subject  as  possible.  As  to  the  tacts  of 
the  case,  they  wrere  detailed  in  the  president’s  mes- 
sage, and  in  the  documents  which  had  been  reported 
with  the  bill:  he  was  fully  aware  that  they  present- 
ed a case,  in  regard  to  which  the  judgments  of  gen- 


tlemen might  widely  dilfer,  but  the  facts  themselves  I 
were  few,  and  might  soon  be  told.  In  June  last,  j 
congress  had  passed  a bill  declaring  that,  on  certain  j 
conditions  therein  set  forth,  the  new  state  of  Michi-  I 
gan  should  be  received  into  the  union:  one  of  which 
was  that  certain  boundary  lines  should  be  assigned 
to  the  state;  and  another  that  a convention  of  the 
people  of  Michigan,  convened  for  the  express  pur- 
pose, should  express  their  assent  to  these  conditions, 
and  agree  to  come  into  the  confederacy  on  the  terms 
prescribed.  The  act  contained  no  directions  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  such  convention  should  be 
called.  A convention  was  ordered  by  the  legisla- 
ture of  Michigan;  which  met,  and  concluded  to  re- 
ject the  conditions  of  admission,  and  communicated 
such  dissent  to  the  president  of  the  United  States. 
On  farther  reflection,  however,  without  any  parti- 
cular form  of  legislation,  the  people  themselves  had 
since  spontaneously  met  in  their  primary  assemblies, 
and  called  a second  convention,  by  which  body  it 
had  been  agreed  to  accept  the  conditions  of  the  law, 
and  thus  to  enter  the  confederacy.  It  was  since  as- 
certained that  from  5,000  to  6,000  votes  for  this  lat- 
ter convention  had  been  cast  for  the  same  members 
who  had  formerly  decided  to  refuse  the  terms  of  ad- 
mission, and  from  8,000  to  9,000  in  favor  of  men  of 
a different  opinion.  This,  he  believed,  was  about 
as  correct  a statement  of  the  facts  of  the  case  as 
could  be  obtained  by  greater  delay.  The  question 
was  certainly  open  as  to  the  validity  of  the  acts  of 
this  latter  convention,  on  which,  no  doubt,  there 
would  be  a diversity  of  opinion;  but  as  to  the  facts 
there  could  be  no  dispute.  It  would  appear,  on  ex- 
amination, that  although  a majority  of  the  people  of 
Michigan  had,  at  the  date  of  the  first  convention, 
been  opposed  to  accepting  the  terms  of  admission, 
yet,  at  the  time  the  last  was  held,  an  overwhelming 
majority  had  been  in  favor  of  the  measure.  When 
these  facts  should  be  found  and  admitted  to  be  as 
stated,  Mr.  G.  should  give  his  views  as  to  what 
ought  to  be  the  consequence.  But  he  was  anxious 
that  the  law  should  be  passed  in  time  for  Michigan 
to  get  her  proportion  of  the  public  money.  The 
secretary  could  not  make  the  distribution  on  the  first 
of  the  month,  as  all  the  returns  would  not  then  be 
in,  but  he  might  probably  be  in  circumstances  to  do 
so  within  ten  days  thereafter. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  no  senator  was  more  anx- 
ious that  the  new  state  of  Michigan  should  be  re- 
ceived into  the  confederacy  than  himself,  or  could 
be  more  willing  that  she  should  obtain  her  due  pro- 
portion of  the  public  money  placed  in  deposits  with 
the  several  states.  He  desired  to  interpose  no  un- 
necessary delay,  and  would  vary  his  motion  so  as  to 
propose  that  this  bill  be  made  the  order  for  Tuesday 
next.  (Monday,  he  presumed,  would  scarce  be  a 
business  day,  and  many  of  the  members  might  be 
absent.)  According,  however,  to  the  statement 
given  by  the  gentleman  himself,  there  was  at  the 
bottom  of  this  subject  one  of  the  gravest,  the  very 
gravest  questions  which  could  be  agitated;  so  grave, 
indeed,  that  important  as  he  conceived  the  deposite 
act  to  be,  he  could  almost  prefer  that  their  respec- 
tive proportions  of  the  surplus  fund  should  be  with- 
held from  all  the  states,  than  that  a bill  like  this 
should  rashly  be  passed.  He  wished,  he  repeated  it, 
more  time  for  reflection. 

Mr.  Morris  said  that  although  he  was  one  of  the 
committee  who  had  reported  the  bill,  yet  he  did  not 
concur  in  the  preamble  as  reported.  He  did  not, 
indeed,  doubt  that  Michigan  ought  to  be  admitted 
into  the  union,  and  should  rejoice  at  her  admission. 
But,  as  the  chairman  had  correctly  stated,  the  act  of 
congress  providing  for  her  admission,  made  it  con- 
ditional, and  required  her  previous  assent  to  the 
condition,  that  assent  was  to  be  made  known  to  the 
president  of  the  United  States.  Now,  the  assent 
of  the  people  of  Michigan  had  not  yet  reached  the 
president  at  the  date  of  his  last  communication,  and 
therefore  congress  did  not  officially  know  the  fact. 
The  first  question  was,  whether  the  senate  was 
competent  to  declare  the  act  of  the  last  convention 
a valid  act.  The  law  required  that  a convention 
should  be  called  for  the  express  object  of  express- 
ing assent  or  dissent  to  the  conditions  of  reception. 
Now  the  senate  had  learned  from  the  president’s 
message  that  the  people  of  Michigan  had  assem- 
bled in  a convention  called  by  their  own  legisla- 
ture, and  had  declared  their  dissent,  and  had  com- 
municated such  dissent  to  the  president.  But,  af- 
ter this  solemn  act  by  a convention  legally  called, 
it  seemed  that  there  had  another  convention  been 
gotten  up  without  any  authority  of  law,  and  on  the 
acts  of  this  body  the  present  bill  was  founded.  It 
involved  questions  of  the  highest  magnitude.  Mr. 
M.  went  on  to  express  his  opinion  that  the  doings 
of  the  latter  convention  could  be  no  guide  for  the 
legislation  of  congress,  who  ought  to  act  just  as  if 
no  such  body  had  ever  met.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  the  third  section  of  the  admission  law,  which 
required  the  previous  assent  of  the  people  of  Michi- 


gan to  conditions  presented  by  congress,  was  an 
imposition  upon  that  people;  but  the  correct  mode 
would  now  be  to  repeal  that  act,  and  to  receive  the 
state  at  once.  The  whole  law  had  proceeded  on 
the  hypothesis  that  there  was  an  unsettled  bounda- 
ry line  between  Michigan  and  the  state  south  of 
her;  but  as  one  of  the  senators  of  that  state,  he 
considered  the  question  of  boundary  as  fully  set- 
tled. He  was  willing  to  admit  Michigan,  but  not 
on  grounds  which  were  unfounded  in  fact.  He 
gave  notice  that  he  should,  when  the  bill  came  up 
lor  consideration,  move  to  strike  out  the  preamble; 
it  was  intended  as  a key  to  the  bill;  but  it  was  cal- 
culated rather  to  mislead  than  to  guide  to  the  true 
principle  on  which  the  bill  was  iounded.  It  was 
possible  that,  on  further  reflection,  he  might  change 
his  mind;  but  such  were  his  present  impressions. 

Mr.  Grundy  said  that  the  committee,  when 
draughting  the  bill,  had  also  taken  under  considera- 
tion that  view  of  the  subject  presented  by  the  sena- 
tor from  Ohio;  and  if,  on  Monday,  the  senate  should 
concur  in  that  view',  no  regard  would  be  had  in  the 
bill  to  the  late  convention  accepting  the  terms  of 
admission,  and  thus  the  object  of  admission  would 
be  attained.  But  it  was  on  this  ground  that  Mr.  G. 
preferred  the  preamble,  that  Michigan  could  then 
never  claim  as  a state  what  congress  had  thus  de- 
cided against.  And,  as  there  was  an  inveterate 
controvery  between  Michigan  and  Ohio,  he  thought 
it  the  better  way  to  bind  Michigan,  so  that  under 
no  pretext  could  she  set  up  a claim  to  a section  of 
country  belonging  to  Ohio.  If  the  preamble  should 
be  stricken  out,  the  subject  would  be  more  open  to 
controversy  than  if  it  should  be  retained.  Mr.  G. 
believed  that,  by  the  preamble,  Michigan  would  be 
estopped  from  coming  forward  and  claiming  any 
thing.  It  was  merely  on  this  ground  that  he  was  in 
favor  of  retaining  the  preamble.  But,  to  obviate 
objections,  he  was  willing  that  the  bill  should  be 
postponed,  and  made  the  order  of  the  dav  lor  Mon- 
day next. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  was  aware  that  the  present 
was  not  the  proper  occasion  to  discuss  the  merits  of 
the  bill  which  had  been  reported;  nor  did  he  pur- 
pose to  enter  on  its  discussion;  but,  as  other  gen- 
tlemen had  briefly  stated  their  opinions  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  would  in  like  manner  state  what  was  his 
ow:n  view'  of  the  matter.  He  did  not  consider  the 
subject  of  the  bill  as  peculiarly  grave  or  difficult, 
save  as  it  was  always  a grave  question  whether  a 
new  state  should  be  received  into  the  union.  The 
language  of  the  admission  act,  which  had  passed 
last  year,  was  very  plain  to  him,  so  much  so.  in- 
deed, that  he  had  expected  the  president  would 
have  issued  his  proclamation  at  once,  without  re- 
ferring the  question  to  congress  for  decision.  Mr. 
B.  here  quoted  the  act,  and  observed  that  it  con- 
tained no  provision  requiring  any  legislative  action 
on  the  part  ot  Michigan  to  authorise  a convention 
oi  the  people.  It  would  have  been  improper  that 
it  should.  He  insisted  it  wms  perfectly  competent 
for  the  people  of  that  territory  to  hold  a convention 
spontaneous!)',  without  any  application  to  the  legis- 
lature about  the  matter;  and  if  they  had  done  so, 
the  only  question  was  w hether  such  convention  had 
decided  to  accept  the  conditions  of  admission  which 
congress  had  (very  properly  in  his  judgment)  re- 
quired. He  believed  it  had:  and  the  case  was 
therefore  very  plain.  He  understood  there  had 
been  more  votes,  by  2,000  on  both  sides,  given  in 
this  latter  than  in  the  first  convention;  and  no  mat- 
ter how  many  unsuccessful  attempts  had  previous- 
ly been  made,  if  their  consent  had  at  last  been 
given,  thoie  was  an  end  of  the  matter;  they  were 
clearly  entitled  to  admission,  lie  should  not  enter 
on  the  argument,  but  merely  threw  out  his  opinion, 
which  he  fhould  be  ready,  at  the  proper  time,  to 
enforce  w-ith  what  little  power  he  might  command. 

Mr.  Firing  concurred  with  his  colleague  (Mr. 
Morris)  in  the  opinion  that  the  last  convention  held 
in  Michigan  w'as  altogether  illegal  and  unauthoris- 
ed. He  sav  in  it  nothing  which  was  entitled  to  be 
called  a convention  of  the  people.  He  was  also  op- 
posed to  the  preamble  of  the  bill.  He  had  not  ex- 
amined the  fill  itself,  and  could  not  say  what  might 
be  his  opinicn  of  it  should  the  preamble  be  strick- 
en out;  but  how  much  soever  it  might  operate  as 
an  estoppel  t>  the  new  state  of  Michigan  from  ever 
hereafter  mooting  again  the  vexed  question  of  her 
boundary  line,  he  was  not  in  favor  of  having  that 
estoppel  effeited  by  what  he  considered  a mere  fic- 
tion. (Mr.  J3.  quoted  the  admission  act  to  show 
the  conditiois  of  admissions).  Now'  did  any  one 
suppose  that  it  was  a fulfilment  of  this  condition 
for  the  peopb  to  rise  up  in  their  primary  assem- 
blies, withoutlegal  organization  or  civil  authority, 
and  declare  tleir  assent  to  the  conditions  of  admis- 
sion? Was  society  thus  to  bo  reduced  to  its  ele- 
ments, and  vas  it  to  act  without  social  organi- 
zation? The  act  of  congress  had  recognised  no 
such  principle;  it  had  recognised  the  principle  o f 
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What,  sir,  is  the  relation  that  Andrew  Jackson 
bears  to  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States?  From  the  period  of  your  revolu- 
tionary war  to  the  present  moment,  he  has  been  the 
lofty,  indefatigable  defender  of  his  country.  In 
war  and  in  peace,  on  the  battle  field  and  in  your 
councils,  his  exertions,  his  toils,  and  unceasing  en- 
ergy and  integrity,  have  done  as  much  as  any  other 
man,  not  excepting  your  Washington  in  the  field, 
and  your  Jefferson  and  Madison  in  the  cabinet,  to 
elevate  the  character  of  this  republic,  to  advance  its 
prosperity  and  to  preserve  its  peace.  His  name 
has  been  a tower  of  strength,  and  under  his  admi- 
nistration the  character  of  an  American  citizen,  as 
was  that  formerly  of  a Roman  citizen,  a passport 
throughout  the  world.  Ay,  sir,  in  foreign  lands, 
wherever  your  star  spangled  banner  displays  from 
the  high  and  giddy  mast,  the  character  of  our  re- 
public, under  the  Kgis  of  the  lofty  virtues  of  the 
president,  has  that  wall  of  strength  that  feels  ever 
conscious  of  the  protection  of  a great  and  powerful 
nation.  And  would  you,  sir,  would  this  house,  af- 
ter a life  thus  spent,  and  which  impartial  history  is 
about  to  take  charge  of  for  the  benefit  of  his  coun- 
try; would  they  at  the  eve  of  his  long  life,  so  wor- 
thily spent  in  all  that  is  patriotic  and  virtuous  in  the 
public  service;  would  they  pursue  him  with  insi- 
nuations that  corruption,  with  its  blighting  mildew, 
has  found  entrance  into  the  bosom  of  Jackson’s 
more  than  Roman  virtue?  If  this  house  institutes 
the  inquiry,  it  sanctions  the  charge,  and  will  they, 
without  any  specific  allegations,  just  at  the  close  of 
general  Jackson’s  career,  hold  the  fatal  chalice  to 
his  lips,  which  should  poison  and  embitter  with  the 
stings  of  ingratitude  the  evening  of  his  life?  We 
have  had  no  precedent  to  justify  such  a measure. — 
Party  spirit  has  raged  and  misrepresented  all  your 
presidents  during  their  term  of  office,  but  they 
have  passed  and  are  passing  oli'  the  stage,  all  with 
the  award  of  official  and  personal  integrity.  Some 
have  not  been  re-elected  by  the  people,  but  against 
them  no  charge  of  corruption  is  found  embodied  in 
the  annals  of  the  country.  Nor  does  any  American 
citizen,  at  even  this  lapse  of  time,  impeach  their 
integrity:  no  one  charges  him  with  wilful  or  wan- 
ton  corruption,  while  administering  the  affairs  of 
the  commonwealth.  The  only  allegations  made 
against  them,  as  they  quit  the  scene  of  their  labors, 
of  their  glories  and  their  services,  were  that  a dis- 
tinguished member,  formerly  from  Virginia,  accus- 
ed Mr.  Jefferson  of  retiring  with  a political  false- 
hood in  his  mouth;  and  an  equally  distinguished 
member  from  Massachusetts  moved  his  solitary 
vote  to  impeach  Mr.  Madison.  I have  no  doubt, 
sir,  after  the  excitement  of  party  was  over,  both  of 
these  gentlemen  regretted  these  allegations.  The 
charges  never  have,  and  never  will  affect  the  great 
patriarch  of  liberty,  the  author  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  or  his  equally  illustrious  friend, 
the  founder  and  champion  of  our  constitution. — 
The  one  unfurled  to  the  world  the  principles  of  po- 
pular government;  the  other,  more’  than  any  man, 
connected  liberty  with  law — secured  an  equality  of 
political  rights,  by  securing  to  society  the  fruits  of 
labor.  Wherever  oppressed  man  rises  to  resist  the 
oppressor,  the  declaration  drawn  up  by  Thomas 
Jefferson  is  invoked.  Wherever  constitutional  law 
is  appealed  to,  to  secure  those  rights,  the  political 
writings  of  James  Madison  form  the  pure  fountains 
of  living  water,  which  diffuse  liberty  and  tranquil- 
lity amongst  the  nations.  Together,  locked  hand 
in  hand,  they  are  working  their  silent  way,  and 
they  have  planted  that  school  of  political  liberty,  of 
which  this  republic  may  arrogate  to  itself,  through 
their  exertions,  they  being  the  founder. 

Republics  have  been  accused  of  being  ungrateful. 
Aristides  was  ostracised  for  being  called  the  just, 
and  Themistocles  banished  after  saving  his  country 
from  desolation.  The  authors  of  these  acts  have 
not  transmitted  their  names  to  posterity.  How 
keen  would  be  the  reproaches  of  the  history  of  the 
last  two  thousand  years,  how  withering  their  in- 
famy, if  they  had  not  escaped  by  this  silence  of 
history.  General  Jackson  has  been  doomed  to  meet 
the  same  ingratitude,  after  preventing  the  dis- 
memberment of  our  republic,  after  rescuing  the 
fair  and  fertile  fields  of  the  state  which  I have  the 
honor  to  represent.  There,  sir,  helpless  age  and 
tender  youth,  and  all  the  charms  of  refinement  and 
beauty,  were  protected  by  his  hand.  There,  sir, 
was  effected  one  of  those  signal  deliverances  of  a 
people  which  has  already  caused  the  plains  of  New 
Orleans  to  rank  with  Marathon  and  Platea,  reflect- 
ing all  its  bright  liberty  upon  the  army  of  liberty 
that  fought  under  him,  and  sending  all  its  glowing 
light  throughout  the  world  to  elevate  the  character 
of  this  republic.  Sir,  almost  at  tha  moment  this 
was  effecting,  and  while  painting,  history,  poetry, 
music  and  sculpture  were  giving  greenness  to  his 
immortality,  the  senate  of  the  United  States  were 
denouncing  him  in  the  Seminole  war.  Sickening 


with  the  same  feelings  that  were  pained  at  hearing 
Aristides  called  the  just,  the  detractors  of  Andrew 
Jackson  loathed  the  beau  ideal  of  his  character. 
Again,  during  the  panic,  that  same  body  have  im- 
peached and  condemned  him  w ithout  a trial,  for  an 
alleged  violation  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States.  How,  sir,  have  the  people  met  these  charges? 
They  have  almost  by  acclamation  elected  him  pre- 
sident on  each  occasion.  They  have  rallied  to  de- 
fend him.  Where,  sir,  is  his  accusers?  I ask  again, 
where  are  they?  And,  sir,  permit  me  to  predict 
that  if  the  present  resolution  passes,  it  will  only 
reflect  disgrace  upon  the  present  house  of  represen- 
tatives. The  people  will  come  to  the  rescue,  and  ex- 
punge the  resolution  from  this  house,  as  I trust  there 
are  about  expunging  a former  one  from  the  senate. 
The  whole  future  history  of  the  country  will  hold 
up  in  proud  relief  their  old  chief  sans  peur  and 
sans  reproclie,  and  the  ingratitude  of  this  house  in 
pursuing  him  with  the  arduous  charge  of  corruption, 
even  upon  the  bed  of  sickness  and  of  death,  when  I 
do  not  believe  there  can  be  a member  here  who 
conscientiously  believes  that  Andrew  Jackson  ever 
was,  in  thought,  word  or  deed,  unfaithful  or  inimi- 
cal to  the  interests  of  this  country. 

I regret  that  the  honorable  member  from  Tennes- 
see should  have  been  so  excited  by  a warm  election 
contest,  as  to  urge,'  upon  such  trivial  grounds  as  he 
has  alleged,  so  grave  an  inquiry  into  the  corrupt 
conduct  of  the  executive  departments.  The  state 
of  Tennessee  has  been  reared  under  the  fostering 
and  paternal  care  of  Andrew  Jackson.  He  has  done 
more  than  any  other  man  to  elevate  and  form  its 
character.  Intelligent,  chivalric,  patriotic  and  vir- 
tuous, they  will  be  the  last  portion  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  to  sanction  allegations,  either  per- 
sonal or  as  the  constitutional  head  of  the  govern- 
ment, against  their  veteran  chief.  Those  brave  men 
who  followed  his  banner  through  the  Creek  nation 
and  on  the  plains  of  New  Orleans,  with  the  citizen 
soldiers  of  Kentucky,  Mississippi  and  Louisiana, 
are  not  to  prove  so  recreant  to  Andrew  Jackson,  and 
so  unfaithful  to  themselves,  as  to  embitter  the  rem- 
nant of  his  days  with  so  unjust  an  accusation.  And 
what  are  all  the  allegations  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber adduces  to  justify  the  exercise  of  the  high  con- 
stitutional power  of  this  house?  That  the  president, 
in  a conversation  with  a friend,  had  remarked  that 
Mr.  Bell,  another  member  from  Tennessee,  had 
stated  lies  about  him,  and  that,  “Peyton  could  tell 
twenty  lies  to  Bell’s  one.”  Now,  sir,  what  were 
the  facts  in  the  case?  The  honorable  members  from 
Tennessee  at  the  last  session  had  indulged  in  pretty 
severe  censures  upon  the  president’s  administration. 
In  conversation  with  his  neighbors,  according  to  this 
statement,  in  naturally  vindicating  himself,  he  had 
pretty  w'armly  recriminated.  I think  the  language 
that  he  made  use  of,  as  is  usual  on  such  occa- 
sions, must  have  undergone,  in  the  course  of  its  gos- 
sip, some  version  before  it  reached  the  ears  of  the 
honorable  member;  for  it  is  not  the  language  of  that 
delicate  and  manly  bearing  which  all  know  mark 
the  character  of  Andrew  Jackson.  At  any  rate,  is 
a mere  controversy  in  an  election,  where  the  presi- 
dent and  the  honorable  members  from  Tennessee,  in 
the  exercise  of  their  constitutional  rights,  supported 
different  candidates,  to  be  the  basis  of  an  inquisito- 
rial examination  on  the  part  of  this  house  into  the 
conduct  of  the  executive  department. 

Again,  the  honorable’fmember  alleges  that  this 
house  refused  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  frauds  that 
were  perpetrated  upon  the  Indians  of  Alabama  by 
the  citizens  of  that  state  in  the  sales  of  their  lands 
to  individuals.  When  that  resolution  was  introduc- 
ed into  the  house,  I had  the  honor  of  proposing  an 
amendment  to  it,  referring  the  subject  to  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  The  motive  for  this 
amendment  was,  that  this  house  had  no  constitu- 
tional power  to  order  the  investigation  by  their 
authority;  and,  if  it  had  been  done,  it  would  have 
been  one  of  the  most  fatal  precedents  to  the  rights  of 
the  states.  It  was  alleged  that  the  Indians  had 
been  swindled  out  of  their  reserved  lands,  in  many 
cases,  by  residents  of  Georgia  and  Alabama.  Of 
course,  if  offences  had  been  committed,  as  I know 
of  no  law  of  the  United  States  providing  for  such 
cases,  they  were  common  law  or  statute  law  offen- 
ces against  those  states,  not  cognizable  by  the 
United  States  tribunal.  In  a case  where  the  state 
of  Alabama  secures  a speedy  trial  by  jury,  and  the 
cross  examination  of  witnesses,  w’ould  any  person 
arrogate  to  this  house  the  power  to  send  its  com- 
mittee to  make  an  ex  parte  investigation,  to  hold 
up  its  citizens  as  malefactors  without  being  heard, 
without  the  privilege  of  counsel,  and  the  cross  ex- 
amining of  witnesses?  Suppose,  sir,  that,  in  obtain- 
ing the  charter  of  a bank  in  a neighboring  state,  re- 
spectable citizens  should  be  accused  of  fraud  and 
bribery,  an  offence  that  is  punishable  by  the  com- 
mon law  of  that  state,  does  this  house,  sir,  possess 
the  power  to  trample,  upon  state  rights,  and  send 


its  committee  of  inquisition  into  the  halls  of  the 
state  legislature,  to  hunt  up  ex  parte  testimony  as 
its  basis,  and  to  hunt  down  all  that  is  respectable 
and  venerable  in  the  character  of  its  citizens  to  con- 
demn them  unheard  without  grand  jurors  or  petit 
jurors,  and  draw  up  a withering  report  that  would 
blast  them  as  far  as  our  language  extended  before 
they  had  an  opportunity  of  defending  themselves? — 

If  this  power  had  been  exercised  by  the  original  re- 
solutions of  last  session,  like  the  Council  of  Ten  at 
Venice,  or  the  Holy  Inquisition  of  Spain,  it  would 
have  sung  the  requiem  of  public  liberty,  and  broken 
down  the  whole  penal  jurisdiction  of  the  indepen- 
dent states.  And  I feel  peculiar  personal  consola- 
tion in  being  the  means  of  arresting  the  progress  of 
a measure  so  fraught  with  disastrous  consequences. 
The  subject  was  referred  to  the  president,  who  was 
directed  to  investigate  into  the  cases  of  fraud.  From 
the  character  of  the  agent  employed  by  the  presi- 
dent (General  Hogan,)  I feel  confident,  from  my 
knowledge  of  the  man,  that  the  duty  has  been  faith- 
fully attended  to;  and  if,  as  the  honorable  member 
suggests,  he  has  received  the  collectorship  of  Mo- 
bile, it  cannot  have  been  conferred  upon  a more  de- 
serving or  more  intelligent  citizen,  or  one  who  has 
more  gallantly  defended  his  country  during  the 
gloomiest  period  of  the  late  war,* 

The  honorable  member  has  also  referred  to  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  as  being  embraced  in  the  ge- 
neral allegation  of  corruption.  Sir,  the  lofty  charac- 
ter of  Levi  Woodbury  is  too  well  known  to  this  house 
and  to  this  nation,  to  require  any  comment  from 
me.  Born,  reared,  and  educated  amidst  the  granite 
mountains  of  my  native  state,  his  stern  and  sterling 
virtues  had  already  carried  him  to  the  highest  ho- 
nors of  New  Hampshire,  when  in  the  midst  of  the 
panic  battle,  he  was  called  to  the  arduous  duties  of 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States.  New  England 
may  justly  feel  proud  of  the  high  character  which 
he  has  reflected  back  upon  his  native  land.  And 
let  me  ask,  what  inducement  to  corruption  can  there 
be  on  the  part  of  Levi  Woodbury?  There  has  been 
no  specific  charge  against  him;  not  a whisper  of 
prejudice  that  he  has  done  any  thing  to  forfeit  his 
exalted  character.  He  is  affluent  in  his  personal 
situation,  with  every  thing  to  make  him  happy  in 
domestic  life;  and,  above  all,  principles  of  the  most 
stern  and  unbending  integrity  are  interwoven  with 
his  nature.  The  only  allegation  insinuated  against 
him  is,  that,  in  the  exercise  of  his  duty  imposed  by 
a law  passed  by  this  house,  he  is  compelled  to  trans- 
act official  business  with  the  agent  of  the  deposite 
banks.  That  agent  is  no  officer  of  this  government; 
we  have  no  constitutional  power  over  him.  He  has 
been  assailed  by  the  severest  epithets  of  party.  He 
has  been  employed  by  the  deposite  banks,  many  of 
them  in  opposition  to  the  administration,  to  attend 
to  their  business  with  the  treasury.  For  my  own 
part,  I do  not  learn  any  specific  charges  with  which 
he  is  accused.  And  I have  no  doubt  that  the  presi- 
dent, when  he  gave  him  the  character  which  the  ho- 
norable member  states  that  he  did  at  Jonesborough, 
came  to  the  honest  and  conscientious  conviction  that 
such  a torrent  of  anathemas  from  the  opposition  in 
this  house,  assailing  the  character  of  this  man  for 
more  than  four  years,  would  have  annihilated  him 
had  not  his  reputation  been  founded  upon  the  rock 
of  integrity.  High  sounding  epithets  and  bold  de- 
nunciations cannot,  thank  God,  blast  the  character 
of  any  American  citizen,  unless  they  are  accompa- 
nied with  specific  allegations  and  specific  proofs. 
On  the  contrary,  they  raise  in  the  generous  minds  of 
the  American  people  that  spirit  of  sympathy  for  un- 
merited persecution  which  is  sure  to  protect  its  in- 
tended victim,  and  roll  back  the  current  upon  the 
author. 

I feel,  sir,  that  I should  have  but  unworthily  dis- 
charged my  duty  as  a representative  of  Louisiana, 
had  I not  raised  my  voice  in  opposition  to  this  reso- 
lution. Whatever  may  be  the  personal  or  political 
predilections  of  my  constituents,  gratitude  to  An- 
drew Jackson  for  the  inestimable  benefits  he  has 
conferred  upon  the  citizens  of  our  state  is  an  almost 
pervading  sentiment.  It  is,  like  the  vestal  flame, 
guarded  with  intense  care,  and  faithfully  transmit- 
ted from  one  generation  to  another.  As  the  8th  of 
January  revolves  its  annual  rounds,  so  often  does 
the  hoary  veteran  who  shared  in  the  memorable  cam- 
paign repair  to  the  grass-worn  hillock  which  marks 
the  battle  field,  and  recite  the  eventful  story  to  his 
children.  Often  are  time  and  space  annihilated,  and 
the  years  of  his  pilgrimage  recalled  to  the  desperate 
conflict;  and  in  those  rural  fetes,  which  none  knows 
better  how  to  grace  with  refinement  and  beauty  than 
the  gallant  Frank  of  our  sunny  clime,  the  revered 
name  of  Andrew  Jackson  is  never  forgotten,  and 
the  choicest  of  heaven’s  blessings  are  invoked  upon 
the  patriot’s  head. 


•General  Hogan,  served  with  great  distinction  in 
the  staff  of  Chippewa,  Bridgewater,  and  Fort  Erie. 
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The  “ Napoleon  child.’’  On  the  iris  of  the  eyes 
of  a child,  who  was  lately  exhibited  in  Oxford 
street,  London,  the  following  inscriptions  are  seen 
Left  eye.  Right  eye. 

Napoleon.  Empereur. 

Empereur.  Napoleon. 

The  eyes  of  the  child  are  of  pale  blue,  and  the 
color  of  the  letters  is  almost  white,  and  appear  like 
rays.  This  effect  is  accounted  for  by  the  child’s 
mother  having  gazed  intently  upon  a five  franc 
piece  of  Napoleon’s,  given  to  her  by  her  brother 
previous  to  his  departure  on  a long  absence,  when 
she  was  in  a particular  situation. 

Coals.  The  following  is  said  to  be  the  annual 
amount  of  coals  raised  in  England  and  Wales,  un- 
der the  different  heads  of  consumption: 

By  the  population,  20,804,570  tons. 

Iron  furnaces,  3,000,000 

Manufactories,  4,550,000 

Steamboats,  3,000,000 

Exported,  615,925 

Total,  31,970,495 

Mr.  O’Connell  has  announced  his  plan  for  a re- 

form in  the  house  of  lords.  It  is  that  the  king  shall 
create  a large  batch  of  peers,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  the  bill — an  increase  to  800  he  thinks  will 
be  enough — and  then  the  people  to  select  150  from 
this  number,  as  the  permanent  peerage.  How  the 
selection  is  to  be  made,  we  are  not  informed. 

Slavery  in  America.  Mr.  George  Thompson,  the 
abolitionist,  has  been  lecturing  in  Manchester.  We 
perceive  from  the  report  of  one  of  these  lectures  in 
the  Manchester  Guardian,  that  the  abolition  cause 
is  making  rapid  progress  in  America.  We  extract 
the  following — There  are  700  societies,  64  lecturers 
on  emancipation  and  the  national  society  are  in 
treaty  for  16  more.  Instead  of  there  being  here  and 
there  a minister  on  the  side  of  abolition,  afraid  to 
show  himself,  fearing  that  his  church  might  eject 
him,  there  were  now  2,000  ministers  of  every  de- 
nomination, in  its  favor.  There  are  150  newspapers 
which,  if  not  exclusively  devoted  to  the  cause,  now 
entertain  sound  views  on  the  subject.  Atone  meet- 
ing of  the  anti-slavery  society  at  Charleston,  South 
Carolina.  15,000  dollars  were  collected. 

This  scoundrel,  Thompson,  is  not  content,  it  ap- 
pears to  interfere  wdth  the  relations  which  exist  be- 
tween the  states,  but  he  must  propagate  infamous 
falsehoods.  Fifteen  thousand  dollars  raised  by  an 
anti-slavery  society  in  Charleston!  We  know  not 
which  most  to  admire — the  folly  or  the  infamy  of 
such  an  assertion. 

M.  Malibran,  ex-husband  of  the  celebrated  singer, 
died  recently  in  Paris.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage 
to  Miss  Garcia,  he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits in  New  York,  but  shortly  after  failed.  He 
was  old  enough  to  be  Miss  G’s  father.  Madame 
Malibran  has  left  a fortune  of  $110,000  to  her  soil 
by  De  Beriot. 

By  a late  arrival  from  Algiers,  intelligence  has 
been  received  of  the  final  dissolution  of  Abdel  Ka- 
ber’s  little  army,  and  his  own  retreat  from  before 
Oran.  A valuable  commerce  was  already  springing 
up  between  the  ports  of  the  now  French  colony  of 
Algiers,  and  those  of  Morocco,  the  exports  from  the 
former  being  principally  French  manufactures  and 
products! 

The  price  of  bread  was  raising  in  London.  The 
price  of  the  quartern,  (four  pound)  loaf,  best  quali- 
ty, is  now  1<H  pence  sterling.  Inferior  quality, 

8 $d.  The  rise  in  three  weeks  has  been  2 d per  loaf. 

Parliament  was  expected,  (according  to  rumor), 
to  meet  a month  earlier  than  usual. 

The  provincial  papers  contain  numerous  notices 
of  incendiary  fires.  Numbers  of  hay  ricks  had  been 
destroyed  in  the  neighborhood  of  Windsor,  and 
barns,  &c.  in  many  other  places. 

Frazer,  of  the  Magazine,  has  brought  an  action 
against  Mr.  Berkeley,  for  the  brutal  assault  com- 
mitted on  him  by  the  latter,  and  laid  his  damages  at 
$30,000. 

A large  subscription  has  been  made  by  the  lite- 
rati of  St.  Petersburg,  in  aid  of  the  fund  for  reno- 
vating the  tomb  of  Shakspeare  at  Stratford. 

Docility  of  the  camel.  A thick  cherry  stick,  with 
a cross  at  the  end  of  it,  serves  to  guide  the  animal; 
a gentle  tap  on  the  right  side  of  his  head  sends  him 
to  the  left,  and  on  the  opposite  makes  him  turn 
back  again  to  the  right;  a knock  on  the  back  of  his 
neck  stops  him,  and,  a few  blows  between  his  ears, 
brings  him  on  his  knees,  if  accompanied  by  a gut- 
tural sound,  resembling,  as  the  Arabs  say,  thp  pro- 
nunciation of  their  “Kbe;”  to  make  him  move 
quicker,  it  is  necessary  to  prick  him  with  the  point 
of  a stick  on  the  shoulders.  They  fall  so  naturally 


into  military  figures  that  it  is  difficult  to  conceive 
that  they  do  it  with  direction.  [Mi ij.  Skinner. 

French  commerce.  The  director  of  the  customs 
has  just  published  a statement  of  the  trade  of  France 
with  her  colonies  and  other  foreign  countries,  of 
which  the  following  are  the  results: — In  1834,  the 
gross  amount  in  value  of  the  imports  was  729,104,336 
francs;  in  1835,  the  sum  was  760,726,696f.  The 
merchandise  brought  into  consumption  in  1834  was 
estimated  at  503,933,04S  francs,  and  paid  for  duties 
101,39S,997  francs;  in  1835,  the  articles  consumed 
amounted  to  520,270,533  francs,  and  the  duties  to 
102,512,926  francs.  The  exports,  in  1834,  of  mer- 
chandise of  every  kind,  were  714,705,038f.  of  which 
the  portion  of  French  goods  was  509,992,277f.  In 
1835,  the  general  exports  amounted  to  834,422,218f. 
among  which  French  merchandise  was  estimated  at 
577,613,863f.  During  1834,  the  number  of  ships 
which  entered  the  ports  of  France  was  10,089, 
and  the  departures  9,304.  In  1835,  the  arrivals 
were  10,361,  and  the  departures  9,486.  The  tran- 
sit duties,  in  1834,  amounted  to  123,750,328  francs, 
and  in  1835,  to  158,467,406f.  The  premiums  on 
exports  amounted,  in  1834,  to  9,272,221  francs  and 
in  1835,  to  9,403,486  francs. 

George  Coleman,  the  younger,  who  for  many 
years  enjoyed  the  emoluments  of  the  office  of  “li- 
censer” of  plays,  is  dead.  His  dramatic  works 
have  been  very  successful,  and  it  is  stated  that  the 
play  of  the  “ Mountaineers ” produced  him  upwards 
of  £12,000  sterling.  Charles  Kemble,  whose 
daughter  "Fanny”  made  such  a sensation  in  cer- 
tain circles  in  this  country  a short  time  ago,  has 
been  appointed  to  the  vacant  office,  the  salary  of 
which  is  $2,500  per  annum. 

The  oppressed  Poles.  The  Russian  government 
has  published  a list  of  one  hundred  and  forty-two 
noblemen,  of  the  government  of  Wilna,  whose  pro- 
perty is  confiscated,  for  having  taken  part  in  the 
revolution  of  Poland. 

Rice  has  made  the.  song  of  “Jim  Crow”  so  popu- 
lar that  it  is  sung  at  the  corner  of  almost  every 
street  in  London.  America  is  certainly  fulfilling 
the  prophecy  that  she  would  teach  lessons  to  Eu- 
rope, when  we  see  the  dramatic  hemisphere  in 
England  monopolized,  as  it  is  at  present,  by  two  of 
our  native  stars — one  the  conceded  luminary  of 
high  tragedy,  the  other  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  the 
Buffo  school.  [ New  York  Star. 


DOMESTIC  CHRONICLE. 

A revolution  in  naval  warfare.  A correspondent 
of  the  National  Intelligencer  alludes  in  the  follow- 
ing positive  manner,  to  an  extraordinary  invention 
of  which  we  had  already  heard  some  vague  rumors: 

“It  is  very  probable  that  it  will  not  be  long  be- 
fore the  whole  system  of  naval  warfare  will  be 
changed.  The  ingenious  R.  L.  Stevens,  of  Hobo- 
ken, has  invented  a shot  which  is  hollow,  and  is 
filled  with  some  kind  of  fulminating  powder,  which 
is  ignited  by  the  compression  of  air  when  it  strikes 
the  sides  of  a vessel,  and,  on  it3  explosion,  as  has 
been  proved  by  experiment,  will  tear  all  to  atoms! 
This  system,  when  perfected,  will  supersede  the 
use  of  first  rate  men  of  war;  for  two  shots  from  a 
sloop  of  war  would  as  easily  destroy  a 100  gun 
ship  as  a gun  boat.  Sloops  of  war  would,  there- 
fore, be  the  class  of  vessels  most  required;  and  our 
waters  are  sufficiently  deep  for  this  purpose.” 

Extraordinary  experiment.  Professor  Locke  of 
the  medical  college  of  Ohio  has  invented  a thermo- 
electric instrument  of  such  delicacy  and  power  that 
by  the  electricity  generated  by  the  warmth  from  a 
touch  of  the  finger,  a magnetic  needle  eleven  in- 
ches long  and  weighing  one  and  a half  ounces,  sus- 
pended like  a compass  needle,  is  not  only  deflected 
but  made  to  rotate  rapidly  and  repeatedly  round. — 
This  is  the  more  surprising  as  the  electric  conduc- 
tor does  not  touch  the  needle  but  passes  one-fourth 
of  an  inch  from  it.  Perhaps  so  much  motion  has 
never  before  been  produced  by  so  little  heat.  A 
description  of  the  instrument  may  be  expected  in 
Silliman’s  Journal.  [Cincinnati  Republican. 

Kentucky  exports.  A friend  residing  near  the 
Cumberland  road  has  sent  to  the  editor  of  the 
Frankfort  (Ky.)  “Commonwealth”  the  following 
statement  of  the  number  of  horses,  hogs,  mules, 
beef  cattle  and  sheep,  that  have  passed  through  the 
turnpike  gate  during  the  years  1835  and  1836. 

In  1836.  In  1835. 


Horses, 

5,525 

Horses, 

4,716 

Mules, 

2,200 

Mules, 

1,951 

Hogs, 

6S,000 

Hogs, 

60,187 

Beef  cattle, 

2,265 

Beef  cattle, 

2,487 

Sheep, 

1,725 

Sheep, 

1,200 

Gen.  Gaines  arrived  in  Baltimore  on  Monday  last 
from  Norfolk,  on  his  way  to  Frederick,  Md.  to  ap- 
pear before  the  military  court,  now  in  session  there. 


We  find  in  the  Richmond  Whig  the  following  notice 
of  the  gallant  old  general’s  adventinto  that  city,  and 
also  of  his  public  appearance  in  the  hall  of  the  house 
of  delegates. 

“Major  General  Gaines,  of  the  United  States 
army,  visited  the  house  of  delegates  yesterday,  and 
by  invitation  of  the  speaker,  took  a seat  on  the  front 
bench  of  the  house.  The  general  was  in  full  uni- 
form, and  wore  the  sword  voted  to  him  by  the  gen- 
eral assembly  on  the  12th  of  February,  18 IS. 

The  small  pox  has  prevailed  to  some  extent  in 
Richmond,  Ya.  for  several  months  past,  but  is  now 
on  the  decrease. 

Indiana.  A convention  of  the  citizens  of  Indiana, 
south  of  White  river,  was  held  at  Jasperon  the  14th 
ultimo,  with  the  view  of  memorializing  the  Indiana 
legislature  in  relation  to  appropriations  for  the  bene- 
fit of  that  section  of  the  state.  A committee  from 
Illinois,  composed  of  Geo.  Flower,  T.  Ilinde,  and 
Mr.  Steroan,  made  a report  explaining  the  nature 
of  the  charter  of  the  Mt.  Carmel  and  Alton  rail 
road,  and  urging  the  co  operation  of  Indiana  in  ex- 
tending that  road  to  Ohio  river.  The  convention 
appointed  committees  to  petition  the  legislature  lor 
a charter  for  a rail  road  from  Mt.  Carmel  to  the 
Charleston  and  Ohio  rail  road.  There  can  be  no 
doubt,  that  such  a charter  w ill  be  readily  granted. — 
The  only  difficulty  will  be  in  obtaining  the  neces- 
sary funds.  Indiana  will  doubtless  act,  in  reference 
to  this  subject,  with  her  usual  wisdom  and  liberality. 

Ohio  legislature.  Considerable  excitement  pre- 
vailed among  the  members  of  this  body  at  our  last 
dates,  in  consequence  of  a charge,  brought  by  Mr. 
Cushing,  a member  of  the  lower  house,  from  Clark 

county,  against  S.  S . Mr.  Cushing  charges 

Mr.  S.  with  having  attempted  to  bribe  him  by  otter- 
ing him  $1,000  tor  his  influence  in  obtaining  the 
passage  of  a law  making  an  appropriation  to  con- 
nect tile  waters  of  Lake  Erie  and  Muskingum  river 
through  the  valleys  of  the  Killbuck  and  Black  riv- 
ers. 'Mr.  S.  admits  that  he  profl'ered  the  money, 
but  intended  it  as  a present  “for  extra  services  in  col- 
lecting facts  and  arguments,  and  advancing  the  main 
object  by  diffusing  the  requisite  information.”  Mr. 
Cushing  laid  the' subject  before  the  house,  who  ar- 
raigned Mr.  S.  for  a “breach  of  privilege,”  but  no 
decision  had  been  reached  at  our  last  advices. 

The  Cumberland  (Md.)  Advocate  states  that  the 
new  bridge  over  Wills’  creek,  on  the  national 
road,  has  been  completed.  The  Advocate  savs  the 
national  road  between  Cumberland  and  Wheeling  is 
now  one  of  the  finest  roads  in  the  world,  and  is  tra- 
velled over  in  each  direction,  daily,  by  four  full  lines 
of  stage  coaches  crowded  with  passengers. 

Eric  canal.  It  has  been  resolved  to  enlarge  this 
canal  which  is  now  too  small  for  the  vast  amount  of 
transportation  proceeding  to  and  from  the  west. — 
The  New  York  "Star”  thinks  it  will  be  a failure  if 
brought  to  Albany  and  says — We  hope  local  inter- 
ests will  not  interfere  to  prevent  the  good  results 
which  may  be  expected  from  that  great  work. 
While  the  overslaugh  exists,  and  the  numerous  sand 
bars  and  islands  in  that  neighborhood,  trade  must  be 
forever  checked  and  injured  by  delays.  It  is  well 
ascertained,  that  by  leading  off  the  Erie  canal,  from 
between  Fort  Hunter  Creek  and  Schenectady,  to 
intersect  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Hudson  river 
below  the  above  named  sand  bars  and  islands,  a ca- 
nal of  the  dimensions  now  contemplated  will  cost 
less  money  and  be  of  more  value  to  the  state  than 
enlarging  the  present  Erie  canal  from  the  above 
point  to  Albany,  besides  saving  about  15  miles  in  the 
distance.  This  will  always  give  a good  navigation 
from  one  end  to  the  other.  We  hope  the  western 
people  will  look  at  this  subject;  they  are  very  much 
interested  in  it  both  at  the  west  and  south.  In  this 
city  we  are  constantly  worried  and  injured  by  the 
impediments  and  delay  at  the  overslaugh. 

Slate  of  Georgia.  Late  on  Saturday  night,  the 
24th  ult.  the  legislature  of  this  state  adjourned  sine 
die,  after  a session  of  48  days. 

A commencement  has  been  made  by  the  legisla- 
ture on  the  vital  subject  of  internal  improvement. 
By  this  act,  the  rail  road  to  be  constructed  is  defin- 
ed,-(to  connect  the  Tennessee  river  with  the  interior 
of  Georgia),  and  annual  appropriations  made  for  its 
completion.  For  this  year  three  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  are  appropriated;  sixty  thousand  of 
which  are  specifically  designated  for  the  necessary 
surveys. 

The  legislature  of  Connecticut  has  closed  its  extra 
session.  It  was  called  for  the  purpose  of  making 
provision  for  receiving  and  disposing  of  (he  propor- 
tion of  the  surplus  revenue  falling  to  that  state.— 
The  bill  passed  upon  the  subject  appropriates  the 
money  1o  the  towns,  one-half  the  proceeds  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  support  of  common  schools — the  re- 
mainder to  the  disposition  of  the  town  authorities. 
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(Itf'-Oftr  abstract  of  the  proceedings  of  congress, 
though  occupying  more  than  the  usual  space,  will  be 
•found  exceedingly  interesting.  In  the  senate  Mr. 
Ewing’s  resolution  rescinding  the  treasury  order,  has 
•beep,  referred  to  the  committee  on  public  lands,  after 
fen  animated  discussion;  and  in  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives the  whole  tariff  question  has  been  thrown 
open  by  the  introduction  of  a bill  from  the  commit- 
fee  of  ways  and  means,  through  its  chairman  Mr. 
(Cambreleng,  to  reduce  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of 
*the  government:  or  to  reduce  the  tariff  ten  per  cent, 
in  six  months  on  all  imported  articles,  and  one-half 
of  the  excess  over  twenty  per  cent,  at  the  end  of  the 
six  following  months;  and  the  other  half  on  the  30th 
•of  September  1S3S — being  a reduction  in  eighteen 
months,  which,  under  the  compromise  act, Would 
have  been  made  in  five  years  and  a half. 

We  have  not  time  to  notice  this  monstrous  pro- 
position in  an  appropriate  manner.  If,  however, 
it  is  seriously  intended  by  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  to  press  it  upon  con- 
gress, it  is  time  that  the  country  should  be  aroused 
to  the  danger  which  threatens  it.  For  we  verily 
believe,  if  this  bill  becomes  a law,  and  it  may 
through  that  vile  party  machinery  which  effects 
such  metamorphoses  in  the  principles  of  politi- 
cians, it  will  utterly  prostrate  every  manufacturing 
interest  in  the  country,  and  cause  ruin  and  desola- 
tion in  all  quarters  of  the  land.  The  remarks  of 
Mr.  Lawrence  are  not  the  ravings  of  a distempered 
imagination,  but  the  sober  convictions  of  an  en- 
lightened judgment;  and  the  friends  of  the  protec- 
tive system  should  heed  them,  or  the  evil  days  may 
come  when  they  expect  them  not.  9 

Dreadful  disaster.  In  a subsequent  page  we 
have  published  an  account  of  the  wreck  of  the  barque 
Mexico,  briefly  mentioned  in  the  last  “Register.” 
It  is,  indeed,  a heart-rending  event  well  calculated 
to  excite  our  sympathy  for  the  hapless  beings  who 
met  such  a horrible  death,  and  the  few  and  bereaved 
survivors  who  passed  through  the  most  agonizing 
sufferings.  In  behalf  of  these  latter  the  humane  are 
actively  exerting  themselves,  and  all  that  can  be 
done  to  mitigate  their  sufferings  will  soon  be  ac- 
complished. The  dead,  too,  have  received  every 
testimonial  of  respect,  and  we  learn  that  such  bo- 
dies as  were  not  claimed  bv  their  relatives  were  in- 
terred in  a lot  adjoining  the  burial  ground  of  the 
Methodist  church  at  Near  Rockawav,  which  had 
been  purchased  by  the  inhabitants  of  Hempstead  for 
that  purpose.  In  this  honorable  procedure  the  la- 
dies of  Hempstead  took  a most  becoming  part — for 
they  not  only  provided  the  materials,  but  many  of 
them  assisted  in  shrouding  the  bodies  in  the  habili- 
ments of  the  grave. 

There  is,  however,  another  duty  enjoined  upon 
the  people  of  New  York,  which  requires  instant  ac- 
tion. A thorough  and  searching  investigation  of 
the  causes  of  this  and  other  similar  calamities  al- 
most in  the  harbor  of  that  city;  and,  if  it  can  be 
proven  that  the  pilots  have  been  remiss  in  their  du- 
ty, hanging  about  taverns  and  eating  houses  of 
that  city  instead  of  watching  on  the  coast,  the  whole 
batch  should  be  dismissed  and  new  ones  appointed, 
neither  too  rich  nor  too  lazy  to  follow  their  vocation, 
except  in  gentle  gales  upon  a summer  sea;  or  failing 
to  do  this,  destroy  the  monopoly,  and  leave  the  pro” 
fession  open  to  all  who  have  skill  and  experience. 
Such  a measure  is  not  only  called  for  by  the  strong- 
est appeals  of  humanity,  but  it  is  due  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  city;  for  if  human  beings  are  to  be  sa- 
crificed by  hundreds  in  that  harbor,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  wreck  of  the  Bristol  and  the  Mexico,  with- 
out the  appliance  of  some  strong  corrective,  it  must 
follow  that  the  harbor  of  New  York  will  be  more 
dreaded  than  the  ocean,  and  passengers  and  mer- 
chandise seek  another  haven. 

find  yet  another!  The  British  ship  Tamarac  from 
Liverpool,  having  on  board  4 cabin,  and  113  steerage 
passengers,  and  crew  of  26  men,  arrived  off  Sandy 
Hook,  on  Saturday  afternoon  last,  and  laid  off"  and 
on,  waiting  for  a pilot  until  Vfednesdav  morninf, 
when  she  struck  the  bottom  about  three  miles 
east  of  Fire  Island  light  house.  She  now  made 
every  signal  of  distress  by  firing  guns,  &c.  until 
davlight,  when  she  got  out  her  boats,  and  sent  one 
with  a line  ashore.  This  boat  swamped  npar  the 
beach.  The  launch  was  nearly  filled  with  passen- 
gers, who,  with  the  assistance  of  the  people  on 
shore,  succeeded  in  getting  safe  to  land.  Till  5 


o’clock  in  the  afternoon  the  time  was  passed  in 
landing  the  remaining  passengers  and  crew,  and  we 
are  happy  to  add,  all  got  safe  on  shore,  except  an  in- 
fant, who  perished  from  exposure  to  the  cold.  The 
passengers  saved  nothing  but  the  clothes  they  had 
on.  The  ship  and  cargo,  it  is  supposed,  will  be 
totally  lost. 

From  Florida.  General  Jesup,  after  his  un- 
successful pursuit  of  the  Indians,  returned  to  Tam- 
pa, where  ne  was  at  the  last  accounts  uncertain 
what  to  do.  It  is  said,  however,  that  he  is  con- 
structing a depot  at  Dade’s  battle  ground,  and  will 
return  thither,  whence  he  will  make  excursions  to 
the  south;  in  which  direction  all  the  trails  from  the 
Wahoo  Swamp  wended. 

The  Tennesseeans  were  discharged  at  Tampa. 
Three  hundred  arrived  at  Mobile  on  the  5th  inst. 
the  residue,  one  hundred  and  six,  took  passage 
from  Tampa  for  New  Orleans.  The  Mobile  Ad- 
vertiser on  noticing  the  squalid  appearance  of  the 
brave  troops  which  arrived  there,  says — The  re- 
flection that  these  troops,  so  gallant,  high  spirited 
and  fine  looking  when  they  were  mustered  into  the 
United  States’  service,  in  the  Creek  nation  last 
summer,  should  go  to  Florida,  and  there  suffer  as 
they  have  done,  and  then  return,  looking  as  they  now 
do,  is  indeed  humiliating.  We.  understand  that  hut 
about  two-thirds  of  the  brigade  will  ever  return  to 
Tennessee!  And  that,  of  the  five  hundred  fine 
horses  they  had  when  they  arrived  in  the  Creek 
nation,  seventy-five  only  are  left. 

A detachment  of  troops  consisting  of  220  men, 
under  the  command  of  lieut.  col.  Arrington , left 
Mobile  on  the  6th  instant,  in  three  transports,  for 
Tampa  Bay. 

The  Fredericksburgh  Arena  states  that  lieut. 
col.  Karney,  major  Fauntleroy,  captains  Bean  and 
Gordon,  anil  lieut.  Hamilton,  of  the  2d  dragoons, 
passed  through  that  town  last  week,  on  their  way 
to  Florida,  to  join  the  detachment  of  that  regiment 
ordered  to  the  seat  of  war. 

The  U.  S.  artillery  and  dragoons  at  Fortress 
Monroe,  have  embarked  for  Charleston. 

A letter  from  an  officer  of  the  army,  dated  Ga- 
rey’s  Ferry,  Dec.  28,  says — 

“Brevet  major  Childs  leaves  here  in  a few  days 
for  Fort  Drane,  with  120  infantry  recruits,  and  the 
friendly  Indians,  who  have  resuscitated  here.  The 
dragoons  and  captain  Mellon’s  company  are  daily 
expected  here  from  Old  Point. 

“An  expedition  under  the  command  of  colonel 
Sanchez,  consisting  of  a portion  of  captains  Han- 
son’s, Curry’s  and  Freemuth’s  mounted  companies, 
and  a number  of  volunteers,  have  marched  for  the 
south.  They  will  proceed  to  Tomoka.and  probably 
to  Mosquito.  They  will  be  absent  several  days. 

“This  is  the  first  movement  that  has  been  made 
towards  that  quarter  since  April  last.  No  white 
man  has  been  at  that  place  since  the  South  Caroli- 
na militia  left  it.” 

The  Indians.  It  is  stated  in  the  Columbus 
(Geo.)  Herald  of  the  3d  inst.  that  the  Creeks  have 
again  committed  depredations  and  murders.  It  ap- 
pears that  a party  of  five,  whether  stragglers  from 
Florida  or  of  those  in  Alabama  waiting  to  be  emi- 
grated is  not  known,  besieged  the  plantation  of  Dr. 
Battle  of  Covvaga  creek,  and  after  killing  one  white 
man  and  two  negroes,  burned  the  dwelling  and  out 
houses.  It  is  also  stated  that  there  is  but  one  little 
company  left  at  Fort  Mitchell — a force  entirely  in- 
adequate to  check  or  chastise  the  aggressors. 

Burning  of  the  treasury.  Wc  learn  from 
the  “Intelligencer”  of  yesterday  that  in  the  case  of 
Richard  II.  White,  who  has  for  several  days  past 
been  undergoing  his  second  trial  in  the  circuit 
couit,  now  in  session  in  Washington,  on  an  indict- 
ment for  burning  the  treasury  building,  in  March, 
1833,  the  jury  went  out  on  Thursday  at  about  one 
o’clock  and  had  not  returned  a veidict  when  that 
paper  went  to  press. 

Some  additional  testimony  was  produced  on  the 
second  trial  of  great  interest;  and  we  will,  as  soon 
published,  present  our  readers  with  a report  from 
the  Intelligencer,  the  reporter  of  which  has  taken 
minutes. 

Harry  White  (brother  of  K.  II.  W.)  is  now  un- 
dergoing a trial  on  an  indictment  for  the  same 
crime.  1 


Fort  Giiison.  The  fust  of  the  following  para- 
graphs from  the  Arkansas  Gazette  of  the  20th  ult. 
will  be  hailed  with  pleasure  by  every  friend  of  the 
army  in  the  country.  Fort  Gibson  is,  beyond  ques- 
tion, the  mostunhealthy  post  within  our  borders,  and 
has  been  kept  up  at  a sacrifice  of  human  life  greatly 
exceeding  the  advantages  which  have  resulted  from 
its  location.  How  the  government  has  so  long  re- 
sisted the  representations  of  the  army,  is  to  us  a 
I matter  of  surprise;  for  we  believe  that  all  officers 
; who  have  visited  it,  or  known  its  effects  upon  the 
constitution,  have  but  one  opinion  of  the  deleterious 
effects  of  the  climate,  and  view  it  as  the-  “grave 
yard  of  the  army.” 

“Colonel  Carney,  majors  Boon  and  Smith,  of  the 
United  States  army,  have  been  for  some  days  at 
Fort  Gibson,  and  in  the  west;  their  business  is  the 
selection  of  the  new  cite,  nearer  to  our  boundary, 
for  the  station  of  the  government  troop3. 

“John  Ross,  the  celebrated  Indian  chief,  has 
been  for  several  weeks  past,  among  the  western 
Cherokees,  for  the  purpose  it  is  said,  of  getting  up 
a delegation  from  them  to  join  the  delegation  from 
Georgia,  to  proceed  to  Washington  city,  for  the 
purpose  of  inducing  the  government  to  renounce 
Schennerhorn’s  treaty,  to  which,  it  is  averred,  they 
never  gave  their  consent. 

“Tuck-e-batch-i-had-jo.  with  his  body  of  Creeks, 
two  or  three  thousand  strong,  has  stopped  above 
Pott’s  it  is  said,  and  will  go  no  farther,  until  it 
suits  him.  He  says  he  is  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  there  is  no  power  to  compel  him  to  proceed.” 

Santa  Ana  We  are  aufhorised  to  state  that  a 
letter  was  received  yesterday  by  Mr.  Pinckney,  of 
South  Carolina,  dated  the  2d  instant,  at  Lexington, 
(Kentucky),  from  Barnard  E.  Bee,  esq.  one  of 
the  Texian  escort  of  Santa  Ana,  in  which  the 
writer  informs  him  of  the  arrival  of  the  general  at 
that  place,  on  his  wav  to  the  seat  of  government  of 
the  United  States.  He  is  represented  as  having 
suffered  from  serious  indisposition  on  his  journey. — 
His  lungs  are  said  to  have  been  affected  “by  the 
transition  from  a warm  cabin  to  the  coldness  of 
travelling  on  horseback,  which  he  was  obliged  to  do 
in  crossing  the  country.”  On  his  arrival  at  Lexing- 
ton medical  aid  was  immediately  procured.  His 
physician.  (Dr.  Dudley),  at  the  date  of  the  letter, 
considered  him  convalescent,  and  it  was  expected 
he  would  be  able  to  resume  his  journey  on  the  5th. 
The  party,  accompanying  the  general  were  anxious 
to  reach  Washington  with  all  possible  rapidity  in 
the  confident  expectation  that  “great  good  will  re- 
sult from  the  move  he  has  made.”  What  that 
“move”  is,  the  letter  does  not  state.  No  explana- 
tion is  given  of  the  specific  object  for  which  he  has 
undertaken  this  visit  to  our  government.  General 
Bravo’s  proclamation  had  caused  no  mischief  in 
Texas.  Doubtless,  preparations  are  making  by 
Mexico  foranother  struggle,  but  the  Mexicans  can- 
not stand  a winter  campaign,  and  the  writer  ha«  no 
doubt  that  before  the  spring  all  will  be  well.  San- 
ta Ana  travels  in  an  accommodation  stage,  as  he 
would  be  unable  to  sustain  the  severity  of  travelling 
at  night.  He  is  said  to  be  courteous,  intelligent, 
and  dignified.  Considerable  inconvenience  has  ari- 
sen from  the  necessity  of  conversing  with  him  by 
means  of  an  interpreter.  But  it  was  remedied,  as 
far  as  possible,  by  Almonte,  who  is  said  to  man- 
age the  intercourse  between  the  general  and  his  es- 
cort tolerably  well.  [A'af.  bit. 

ilCJ-At  the  latest  accounts  Santa  Ana  was  travel- 
ling in  a private  conveyance  from  Lexington  to 
Washington  city. 

Georgia.  The  legislature  of  this  state  has  de- 
cided, after  much  discussion,  to  place  the  surplus 
revenue,  as  it  may  be  naid  to  the  state,  in  the  Cen- 
tral bank,  to  be  loaned  out  as  other  funds  of  that 
institution. 

Delaware  senator.  The  hon.  Thos.  Clayton, 
chief  justice  of  the  superior  court  of  Delaware,  has 
been  elected  to  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  in 
place  of  the  hon.  John  M.  Clayton,  resigned. 

It  is  said  that  the  hon.  John  M.  Clayton,  will  be 
appointed  chief  justice  of  the  superior  court. 

Illinois  senator.  R.  M.  Yowtg.  esq.  has  Leen 
elected  a senator  of  the  United  States  from  the 
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state  of  Illinois,  for  six  years  from  the  3d  March 
next,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Ewing,  whose  term  of  ser- 
vice will  then  expire. 

Transfer  drafts.  In  the  present  sheet  we 
have  published  the  report  of  ihe  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
mitting statements  of  the  transfers  of  .he  public 
moneys,  in  obedience  to  a resolution  of  that  body 
passed  on  the  20th  ult.  The  tabular  statements  are 
too  voluminous  for  publication;  the  general  re- 
sult, however,  of  the  operations  of  the  treasury  de- 
partment are  exhibited  in  the  annexed  statement, 
copied  from  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce. 
Statement  showing  the  amounts  of  public  money 
on  deposite  in  the  banks  of  each  state  on  the  20th 
of  June  and  the  19th  ofDecember,  1836;  as  well 
as  the  proportion  these  amounts  bore  at  each 
period  to  the  sum  to  be  deposited  with  such  state 
under  the  13th  section  of  the  deposite  law,  in- 
cluding Michigan,  and  taking  the  sum  to  be 
deposited  with  the  states  at  $37,000,000. 

J'i'o  §1 

STATES.  S-  ” 2 £ « 2 ft  o 2 


vertiser  with  the  following  statement  of  the  amount 
of  dividends  recently  declared  by  the  following  in- 
stitutions in  that  city,  and  which  amount  lies  unem- 
ployed in  the  banks,  the  time  of  paying  it  to  the 
stockholders  not  having  yet  arrived.  A large  por- 
tion of  this  amount  belongs  to  our  citizens. 

Banks.  Capital.  Div’s.  Amount. 

United  States,  $35,000,000  4 $1,400,000 

Bank  of  America,  2,202,100  5 110,000 

2,000,000  8 
400,000  7 


Maine 

^ §i-" 
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$1,258,503 

g 'z  co 
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$231,829 
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$507,604 

N.  Hampshire 

880,952 

180,200 

632, 2S5 

Massachusetts 

1,761,904 

2,077,164 

2,386,476 

Rhode  Island 

503,401 

112,084 

349,758 

Connecticut 

1,006,802 

103,839 

741,063 

Vermont 

8S0,952 

52,975 

162,315 

New  York 

5,285,714 

12,108,322 

11,536,271 

New  Jersey 

1,006,803 

None. 

534,004 

Pennsylvania 

3,775,510 

2,643,179 

2,684,880 

Delaware 

377,551 

None. 

170,000 

Maryland 

1,258,403 

1,447,663 

1,225,210 

Virginia 

2,894,557 

489,951 

1,238,660 

N.  Carolina 

1,882,755 

129,625 

660,697 

S.  Carolina 

1,384,253 

484,680 

936,576 

Georgia 

1,384,243 

637,011 

558,904 

Alabama 

880,952 

1,057,740 

1,407,505 

Mississippi 

508,401 

1,619,564 

1,791,558 

Louisiana 

629,251 

2,568,355 

4,382,308 

Tennessee 

1,887,755 

631,289 

492,433 

Kentucky 

1,837,755 

400,037 

1,802,846 

Ohio 

2,642,856 

1,520,979 

1,021,195 

3,130,881 

Indiana 

1,133,653 

2,136,419 

Illinois 

629,251 

None. 

45,616 

Missouri 

503,401 

1,890,304 

1,880, 62S 

Arkansas 

377,551 

None. 

None. 

Michigan 

377,551 

1,895,175 

1,462,222 

Domestic 

EXCHANGE 

in  New  Yo 

rk.  “The 

Phcenix  Bank, 

Tradesmans, 

Mechanics  &,  Traders,  200,000 
Seventh  Ward,  500,000 

Commercial  Bank,  500,000 

Manhattan,  2,050,000 

Marine  Insurance. 

Atlantic  Insurance,  350,000 

Union  Insurance,  500,000 

Neptune  Insurance,  250,000 

Jackson  Insurance,  400,000 

Ocean  Insurance,  350,000 

New  York  Insurance,  500,000 

Fire  Insurance. 

Howard  Fire,  300,000 

Contributionship,  300,000 

United  States,  250,000 

Merchants,  500,000 

Life  and  Trust,  1,000,000 
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$2,288,000 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  are  dividends  from 
various  southern  and  western  banks — a large  pro- 
portion of  whose  stocks  are  owned  here — and  of 
which  the  dividends  cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than 
$200,000. 


committee  of  the  board  of  trade,  appointed  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  facts  in  regard  to  the  cur- 
rent rates  of  domestic  exchange,  as  charged  by  the 
several  banks  of  this  city,  beg  leave  to  report,  that 
the  following  rates  were  recently  charged  by  the 
following  banks,  of  which  four  are  deposite  banks. 


On  Richmond, 
Petersburg 
St.  Louis 
N.  Orleans 
Natchez 
Vicksburg 
Tennessee 
Mobile 
Kentucky 
Ohio 
Georgia, 
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banks  above  mentioned, 
committee  have  ascertained  that  other  banks  have 
also  had  transactions  in  exchanges  at  the  same  or 
very  similar  rates.  It  will  be  noticed  that  there  is 
a great  discrepancy  in  the  above  rates,  which  is  to 
be  accounted  for  by  the  fact,  that  those  banks  which 
name  the  lowest  rates,  do  comparatively  little  in 
exchanges,  although  when  applied  to  they  quote  the 
terms  specified.  These  rates,  oppressive  as  they 
appear,  are  aggravated  (when  paper  is  lodged  for 
collection),  by  the  excessive  delay  which  takes 
place,  in  many  cases,  after  payment  has  been  made 
before  the  funds  are  passed  to  the  credit  of  dealers 
by  the  banks.” 

Bank  dividends.  A commercial  friend  has  fa- 
vored the  editors  of  the  New  York  Mercantile  Ad- 


Par  of  exchange.  The  pertinacity  with  which 
people  adhere  to  old  modes  of  computation,  is  sur- 
prising. This  devotion  is  particularly  observable  in 
all  the  quotations  by  merchants  and  brokers  of  the 
price  of  bills  of  exchange  on  England.  Simply  be- 
cause our  congress  in  the  year  1792,  in  order  to  es- 
tablish a rule  for  its  own  particular  convenience, 
whereby  sterling  money  should  be  reduced  to  dol- 
lars and  cents  in  the  estimate  of  advalorcm  duties  at 
the  custom  house,  declared  that  for  such  purposes  a 
pound  sterling  should  be  the  equivolent  of  $4.44, 
many  people  have  taken  it  into  their  heads,  that 
there  is  some  law  of  nature  that  establishes  that 
proposition.  So  far  from  this  being  the  case,  the 
pound  sterling  which  was  formerly  represented  by 
the  quantity  of  gold  contained  in  a guinea,  less  the 
one  and  twentiethpart,  (the  guinea  being  twenty-one 
shillings)  and  is  now  exactly  represented  by  the  ex- 
isting "sovereign,  has  at  no  time  within  the  last 
twenty  years  been  of  so  low  a value  as  $4.44.  All 
computations  of  exchange  therefore,  that  have  as- 
sumed $4.44  within  that  term,  as  the  par  of  ex- 
change l'or  a pound  sterling,  have  been  erroneous. — 
It  is  true,  that  as  regards  practical  results,  it  does 
not  much  matter  where  the  starting  point  lies.  As 
regards  the  facility  of  forming  estimates,  however, 
there  is  a decided  advantage  in  having  the  computed 
par  to  correspond  with  the  real  par,  in  order  that  the 
departure  from  the  equilibrium  above  or  below,  may 
be  rendered  more  manifest.  If  the  nominal  par  of 
exchange  corresponded  with  the  true  par,  the  ex- 
pression above  par  and  below  par  would  convey  an 
idea  of  the  true  operations  of  commerce,  which  the 
want  of  this  identity  completely  destroys.  Every 
body  in  this  country  has  an  interest  in  knowing  the 
course  of  its  foreign  trade,  and  the  rate  of  exchange 
is  the  key  which  regulates  all  the  great  operations 
of  commerce,  and  communicates  to  bankers  that 
wholesome  service  as  to  the  expansion  of  their  is- 
sues of  which  they  often  so  much  stand  in  need. — 
But  where  shall  we  find  this  par?  it  may  be  asked. 
This  question  would  have  been  more  difficult  to 
answer  three  years  ago,  than  it  is  at  present. 

Congress,  in  the  year  1S33  altered  the  law  fixing 
$4.44  as  the  custom  house  par  for  the  computation 
ol  duties  to  $4.80,  in  consequence  of  having  ascer- 
tained that  that  sum  in  silver  was  about  as  near  to 
a pound  sterling  in  gold,  for  the  time  being  as  near 
as  could  be  ascertained.  No  certain  mode,  howe- 
ver, ol  determining  the  true  par  existed  prior  to  the 
new  mint  regulations  of  May,  1834.  By  the  laws 
passed  in  that  month,  the  British  sovereign  of  full 
weight  is  declared  to  be  the  equivalent  of  "$4,874  of 
American  gold  coins,  and  consequently  that  sum  in 
gold  is  the  true  parof  exchange.  According  to  the 
ordinary  mode  of  computation,  which  assumes  $4.44 
and  an  endless  fraction  of  a dollar  as  the  par,  a pre- 
mium of  9 per  cent,  would  make  a bill  cost  $4.88, 
which  is  so  near  $4,874,  that  for  all  practical  purpo- 
ses, it  will  be  sufficient  to  recollect,  that,  when  ex- 
change is  quoted  in  the  newspapers  at  any  rate  less 
than  9 per  cent,  above  par,  it  is  really  below  par,  and 
the  fact  of  its  being  below  par,  is  the  reason  why 
coin  does  not  now  goto  Europe.  F Salem  Gaz. 


Trade  of  Baltimore.  The  following  ex- 
tracts are  taken  from  the  last  annual  communica- 
tion of  the  Mayor  of  Baltimore  to  the  councils  of 
that  city: 

“The  imports  during  the  fiscal  year,  ending  on 
the  30th  Sept,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  $7,354,822, 
being  an  increase  over  that  of  the  preceding  year 
in  the  sum  of  $1,726,969,  thus  exhibiting  the  pleas- 
ing result  of  an  increase  of  our  commerce  with  the 
interior  of  nearly  33j  per  cent.;  showing,  with  the 
increase  of  the  preceding  year,  that  our  imports  dur- 
ing the  two  past  years  had  increased  more  than  fifty 
per  cent.  The  total  value  of  exports  during  the 
same  period  amount  to  the  sum  ol  $3,672,753,  be- 
ing less  than  that  of  the  preceding  year  in  the  sum 
ol  $251,106,  owing,  in  part,  to  the  failure  pf  the  tw<T 
last  crops  of  grain. 

“The  consequence  of  the  failure  is,  that  from  be- 
ing great  exporters  of  flour  from  our  own  w heat,  w e 
are  now  importers  of  wheat  in  very  large  quantities. 

“The  coasting  trade  has  increased  in  full  propor- 
tion with  that  of  the  foreign,  and  is  estimated  to  ex- 
ceed it  in  value. 

I have  procured  from  the  collector  of  the  cus- 
toms, as  illustrative  of  our  navigation,  a statement, 
showing  the  number  of  vessels  w hich  have  been  en- 
tered in  this  port  during  the  same  fiscal  year  from 
foreign  ports,  which  shows  that  there  had  been  en- 
tered, during  the  period  mentioned,  55  ships,  169 
brigs,  116  schooners  and  2 sloops;  a decrease  from 
those  of  the  preceding  year  of  7 ships,  51  brigs  and 
61  schooners.  There  have  been  built  during  the 
past  year  2 ships,  8 brigs,  19  schooners  and  3 steam- 
boats; in  all,  5,584  tons,  being  an  increase  of  730 
tons  over  that  of  the  preceeding  year. 

“I  mention  with  pride  and  pleasure,  as  exhibiting 
the  just  character  ot  our  shipbuilders,  that,  of  those, 
1 ship,  8 brigs,  16  schooners  and  3 steamboats  have 
been  built  for  other  ports  of  the  union  or  for  foreign 
countries.” 


THE  LAST  DREADFUL  SHIPWRECK. 
From  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer,  Jan.  5. 

The  information  we  give  below  has  been  derived 
by  our  reporter  from  the  captain  of  the  shipwreck 
vessel,  and  from  persons  on  the  spot  where  the 
ship  came  on  shore.  He  reached  town  from  the 
scene  of  the  disaster  at  an  early  hour  this  morning, 
having  been  despatched  by  us  (hither,  as  soon  as 
the  news  of  the  horrid  catastrophe  reached  us: 

The  barque  Mexico,  captain  Winslow,  sailed 
from  Liverpool  on  the  25th  of  October  last,  having 
on  board  a crew  consisting  of  twelve  men  and  one 
hundred  and  four  passengers,  in  all  one  hundred 
and  sixteen  souls.  She  made  the  Highland  lights 
on  Saturday  night  last  at  1 1 o’clock,  and  on  Sun- 
day morning  was  off  the  bar,  with  thirty  or  more 
square  rigged  vessels,  all  having  signals  flying  for 
pilots,  but  not  a pilot  was  there  in  sight.  The 
Mexico  continued  standing  off  and  on  the  Hook 
till  midnight,  and  at  dark  she  and  the  whole  fleet  of 
ships  displayed  lanterns  from  the  yards  for  pilots. 
Still  no  pilot  came.  At  midnight  the  wind  increas- 
ed to  a violent  gale  from  the  north  west,  and  the 
barque  was  no  longer  able  to  hold  to  windward, 
and  was  blown  off  a distance  of  some  50  miles.  At 
this  time,  six  of  the  crew  were  badly  frost  bitten, 
and  the  captain,  mate  and  two  seamen  were  all 
that  were  left  able  to  hand  and  reef  the  sails. 

On  Monday  morning  at  11  o’clock,  standing  in 
shore,  they  made  the  southern  end  of  the  woodlands, 
when  she  was  wore  round  and  headed  to  the  north 
under  a close  reefed  main  top-sail,  reefed  fore-sail, 
two  reefed  try-sail,  and  fore-stay-sail.  At  4 o’clock 
the  next  morning,  the  mate  took  a cast  of  the  lead, 
and  reported  to  captain  Winslow'  that  he  had  fifteen 
fathoms  water.  Supposing  from  the  soundings,  as 
laid  down  on  the  chart,  that,  w ith  this  depth  of 
water,  he  could  still  stand  on  two  hours  longer  with 
safety,  the  captain  gave  orders  to  that  effect,  and 
was  ihe  more  induced  to  do  it,  as  the  crew  were  in 
so  disabled  a state  and  the  weather  so  intensely 
cold,  that  it  was  impossible  for  any  one  to  remain 
on  deck  longer  than  half  an  hour  at  a time.  The 
event  has  shown  that  the  information  given  by  the 
mate,  as  to  the  i depth  of  water,  was  incorrect;  his 
error  probably  arose  from  the  lead  line  being  frozen 
stiff' at  the  time  it  was  cast. 

Fifteen  minutes  afterwards  the  ship  struck  the 
bottom,  twenty-six  miles  east  of  Sandy  Hook,  at 
Hempstead  beach,  and  not  more  than  a cable’s 
length  from  the  shore.  The  scene  that  ensued  on 
board,  we  leave  to  the  reader’s  imagination.  For 
one  hour  and  three-quarters  she  continued  thump- 
ing heavily  without  making  any  water,  the  sea, 
however,  breaking  continually  over  her.  Her  rud  - 
der was  now  knocked  off,  and  the  captain  ordered 
the  mainmast  to  be  cut  away.  The  boats  were 
then  cleared,  the  long  boat  hoisted  out  and  veer- 
ed under  her  bows  with  a stout  hawser,  for  the 
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purpose  of  Filling  it  with  passengers,  letting  it 
drift  within  reach  of  the  people  who  crowded  the 
beach,  then  hauling  her  bach  again,  and  thus  sav- 
ing the  unfortunate  people  on  board;  but  this  in- 
tention was  frustrated  by  the  parting  of  the  hawser, 
-which  snapped  like  a thread  as  soon  as  the  boat 
■was  exposed  to  the  heaving  surf.  The  yawl  was 
next  got  alongside,  and  stove  to  pieces  almost  in- 
stantly. At  7 o’clock  the  same  morning  the  ship 
bilged,  and  filled  with  water.  Orders  followed  from 
the  captain  to  cut  away  the  foremast;  and  that  every 
soul  on  board  should  come  on  deck.  In  inexpressi- 
ble agony,  they  thus  remained  until  four  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon,  when  a boat  was  launched  from  the 
beach,  and  succeeded  in  getting  under  the  bow- 
sprit of  the  wreck.  This  boat  took  off  captain 
Winslow  and  seven  men,  and  succeeded  in  reach- 
ing the  shore  with  them  in  safety. 

The  attempt,  however,  was  attended  with  such 
imminent  danger,  that  none  could  be  induced  to  re- 
peat it.  And  now,  the  horrors  of  the  scene  were 
indescribable.  Already  had  the  sufferings  of  the 
unhappy  beings  been  such  as  to  surpass  belief. 
From  the  moment  of  the  disaster,  they  had  hung 
round  the  captain,  covered  with  their  blankets  thick 
set  with  ice,  imploring  his  assistance,  and  asking  if 
hope  was  stilt  left  to  them.  When  they  perceived 
that  no  further  help  came  from  the  land,  their  pierc- 
ing shrieks  were  distinctly  heard  at  a considerable 
distance,  and  continued  through  the  night  until  they 
one  by  one  perished.  The  next  morning  the  bodies 
of  many  of  the  unhappy  creatures  were  seen  lashed 
to  different  parts  of  the  wreck  embedded  in  ice. 
None,  it  is  believed,  were  drowned,  but  all  frozen 
to  death. 

Of  the  one  hundred  and  four  passengers,  two- 
thirds  were  women  and  children. 

It  is  but  justice  to  the  people  on  shore  to  say, 
that  every  thing  which  human  beings  could  ac- 
complish to  save  the  unfortunates  was  done  that 
their  means  permitted.  The  only  boat  which  board- 
ed the  vessel  was  hauled  a distance  of  ten  miles, 
arid  was  manned  by  an  old  man  and  six  others, 
four  or  five  of  whom  were  the  old  man’s  sons  and 
grandsons.  For  thirty-five  years  has  he  been  living 
on  the  sea  shore,  during  which  he  has  rendered  as^ 
sistance  to  numerous  wrecks,  and  never  before 
has  he  or  his  comrades  shrunk  from  the  surf;  but, 
in  addition  to  violence  on  the  present  occasion, 
such  was  the  extreme  cold,  that  a second  attempt 
to  rescue  was  more  than  they  dared  venture;  it 
would  have  inevitably  proved  fatal  to  them. 


IOWA  COPPER  MINES. 

Lancaster,  Dec.  27,  1836. 

In  reply  to  your  inquiries  in  relation  to  the  Iowa 
copper  mines,  recently  discovered  in  Wisconsin  ter- 
ritory, 1 will  give  a brief  geographical  and  statisti- 
cal view  of  that  country  from  my  own  observations, 
and  information  derived  from  unquestionable  sour- 
ces. 

The  Iowa  copper  mines  are  located  about  one 
mile  from  Mineral  Point,  and  thirty-five  miles  from 
Galena — embracing  four  hundred  acres  of  land;  in 
which  copper  has  been  discovered  at  various  points, 
in  great  abundance.  It  is  found  eighteen  inches 
from  the  surface  of  the  earth,  and  increases  in  value 
and  quantity  with  the  depth  of  the  pits. 

The  great  road  and  mail  route  from  Galena  to 
Green  Bav,  via  Fort  Winnebago,  passes  through 
Mineral  Point,  and  a rail  road  has  been  projected 
and  an  appropriation  made  for  its  survey  from  Mil- 
waukee on  Lake  Michigan,  to  some  point  on  the 
Mississippi  near  Galena,  which  passes  through  the 
mines. _ Thera  is  attached  to  the  mineral  tract, 
which  is  undulating  prairie,  nine  hundred  acres  of 
woodland,  covered  with  a heavy  growth  of  the  best 
timber,  for  the  business  of  smelting. 

It  is,  I understand,  proposed  to  form  a stock  com- 
pany in  the  city  for  the  purchase  of  these  mines.  I 
believe,  from  my  knowledge  of  the  western  country, 
that  they  present  one  of  the  best  opportunities  to 
capitalists  to  embark  in  speculation,  yet  offered  in 
Philadelphia.  The  real  value  of  the  mineral  cannot 
be  computed — but  from  the  quantity  and  quality 
ol  til  a ore,  which  ha3  been  tested  by  science,  it  may 
be  considered  the  most  important  mineral  discovery- 
in  the  United  States.  Copper  ore  found  so  high  on 
the  Mississippi  river  is  a matter  of  great  considera- 
tion. Alurnaceis  now  in  blast,  and  it  only  requires 
the  erection  of  rolling  mills,  for  which  every  i'acili- 
tv  is  afforded,  to  supply  the  Upper  Mississippi  and 
Missouri  with  this  article,  without  the  immense 
cost  ol  transportation,  on  that  extensive  ascending 
navigation;  and  then  there  is  a safe  descending  na- 
vigation, on  the  unobstructed  bed  of  the  Mississip- 
pi, for  the  surplus  manufacture,  to  New  Orleans,  or 
to  the  ou't-let  of  that  great  national  canal,  a distance 
of  two  thousand  miles. 

It  is  a fact,  now  generally  known,  that  no  lands 
produce  better  wheat  than  those  of  the  mineral  re- 


gion of  Wisconsin.  I have  seen  as  fine  crops  on  the 
prairie  lands  in  fields  surrounded  by  the  miner’s 
shafts,  as  I have  ever  seen  grow  in  Pennsylvania, 
upon  the  best  cultivated  farms,  tilled  by  the  best  far- 
mers in  the  world.  There  is  a body  of  land,  ex- 
tending from  Green  Bay  to  the  Mississippi,  embrac- 
ing the  country  of  Fox  river,  Winnebago  lake  and 
the  mineral  district,  which  I believe  to  be  unsur- 
passed in  fertility  and  depth  of  soil.  The  lakes  and 
the  Mississippi  are  now  struggling  for  the  mastery, 
and  both  points  are  filling  up  with  an  industrious 
and  enterprising  population  so  rapidly,  that  Wiscon- 
sin must  enter  the  union  as  a state,  within  two  or 
three  years.  The  material  advantage  to  the  lake 
country  is  its  supply  of  lumber — the  government, 
very  properly,  gave  the  new  settlers  the  advantage 
of  procuring  pine  from  saw  mills,  erected  on  lands 
occupied  by  the  Indians,  but  which  could  not  be 
purchased — and  thus  they  could  erect  comfortable 
buildings  with  ease  and  economy.  But  this  favor 
has  not  been  extended  to  the  people  of  the  Upper 
Mississippi,  where  pine  is  very  scarce;  except  on 
lands  yet  occupied  by  the  Indians,  and  the  conse- 
quence is  that  the  poor  settler  finds  it  very  difficult 
to  erect  a comfortable  dwelling,  as  pine  boards  are 
selling  from  forty  to  seventy  dollars  per  thousand 
feet,  and  a sufficient  supply  cannot  be  found.  The 
demand  for  lumber  is  very  great  and  daily  increas- 
ing, in  consequence  of  the  numerous  towns  spring- 
ing up  on  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries — and 
the  unebbing  tide  of  emigration  swelling  upon  the 
rich  lands  of  the  great  valley. 

I will  give  you  a description  of  Bellefontaine, 
Davenport,  Pralre  du  Chein,  and  other  points,  con- 
cerning which  you  inquire  in  another  letter,  In  the 
mean  time,  I have  no  hesitation  that  the  “Iowa  cop- 
per mines”  offer  attractions  rarely  to  be  met  with 
in  any  country.  Truly,  your  friend, 

S.  C.  STAMBAUGH. 


ADMISSION  OF  MICHIGAN  INTO  THE 
UNION. 

In  senate,  Monday,  January  2. 

Mr.  Grundy  moved  that  the  previous  orders  of 
the  day  be  postponed,  for  the  purpose  of  consider- 
ing the  bill  to  admit  the  state  of  Michigan  into  the 
union. 

Mr.  Calhoun  was  opposed  to  the  motion;  the  docu- 
ments accompanying  the  bill  had  but  this  morning 
been  laid  upon  the  tables,  and  no  time  had  been  al- 
lowed for  even  reading  them  over. 

Mr.  G rundy  insisted  on  his  motion.  Of  one  point 
he  was  fully  satisfied,  that  Michigan  had  a right  to 
be  received  into  the  union;  on  this,  he  presumed, 
there  would  be  but  little  difference  of  opinion,  the 
chief  difficulty  having  respect  to  the  mode  in  which 
it  was  to  be  done.  There  seemed  more  difference 
of  opinion,  and  he  presumed  there  would  be  more 
debate  touching  the  preamble  than  concerning  the 
bill  itself;  but  he  could  not  consent  to  postpone  the 
subject.  Congress  were  daily  passing  laws,  the  ef- 
fect of  which  pressed  immediately  upon  the  people 
of  Michigan,  and  concerning  which  they  were  en- 
titled to  have  a voice  and  a vote  upon  this  floor,  and, 
therefore,  the  bill  for  their  admission  ought  to  re- 
ceive the  immediate  action  of  the  senate.  As  to 
the  documents,  they  were  not  numerous.  The  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  might  readily  run  his 
eye  over  them,  and  he  would  perceive  that  the  facts 
of  tile  case  were  easily  understood.  Indeed,  there 
was  but  one  of  any  consequence,  respecting  which 
there  was  any  controversy.  When  the  senate  ad- 
journed on  Thursday,  many  senators  had  been  pre- 
pared and  were  desirous  to  speak  rithough  the  do- 
cuments were  not  then  printed.  It  was  the  great 
principles  involved  in  the  case  which  would  form 
the  subjects  of  discussion,  and  they  could  as  well 
he  discussed  now.  He  thought  the  senate  had  bet- 
ter proceed.  One  fact  in  the  case  was  very  certain; 
there  had  been  more  voters  for  the  members  to  the 
last  convention  than  for  the  first.  How  many  more 
was  a matter  of  little  comparative  consequence. — 
The  great  question  for  the  senate  to  consider  was 
this:  what  is  the  will  of  Michigan  on  the  subject  of 
entering  the  union? 

If  this  could  be  decided,  it  was  of  less  conse- 
quence whether  the  bill  should  or  should  n«t  ex- 
pressly state  that  the  last  convention,  and  the  as- 
sent by  it  given,  formed  the  ground  of  tile  admis- 
sion of  t’ne  state. 

Mr.  Calhoun  here  enquired  whether  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  was  to  *■?  understood  as  being  now 
ready  to  abandon  the  preamble?  If  the  judiciary 
committee  were  agreed  to  do  this,  he  thought  all 
difiiculty  would  be  at  an  end. 

Mr.  Grundy  replied,  that,  as  chairman  of  the  ju- 
diciary committee,  lie  had  no  authority  to  reply  to 
the  inquiry,  but,  as  an  individual,  he  considered  the 
preamble  as  of  little  consequence,  and  he  should 
vote  for  the  bill  whether  it  were  in  or  out.  Michi- 


gan ought  undoubtedly  to  be  admitted,  and  all  the 
consequences  would  result,  whether  the  preamble 
were  retained  or  not.  He  had  received  no  authori- 
ty from  the  committee  to  consent  that  it  should  be 
stricken  out.  For  himself  he  was  settled  in  the  be- 
lief that  congress  possessed  full  power  to  prescribe 
the  boundaries  of  a territory,  and  that  when  that  ter- 
ritory passed  into  a state  the  right  remained  still  the 
same.  Congress  had  already  established  the  boun- 
dary of  Ohio,  and  that  settled  the  question.  He  ne- 
ver had  perceived  the  necessity  of  inserting  in  the 
admission  bill  the  section  which  made  the  assent  of 
Michigan  to  the  boundaries  fixed  for  her  by  con- 
gress a prerequisite  to  her  admission,  because  the 
disputed  boundary  line  was  fixed  by  another  bill; 
and  whether  the  preamble  to  this  bill  should  be  re- 
tained or  not,  Michigan  could  not  pass  that  line,  so 
that  the  preamble  was  really  of  very  little  conse- 
quence. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that,  in  inquiring  of  the  honor- 
able chairman  whether  he  intended  to  abandon  the 
preamble  of  the  bill,  his  question  had  had  respect 
not  to  any  pledge  respecting  boundaries,  but  to  the 
recognition  of  the  second  convention  and  of  its  do- 
ings. He  wanted  to  know  whether  the  chairman 
was  ready  to  abandon  that  principle.  He  had  ex- 
amined the  subject  a good  deal,  and  his  own  mind 
was  fully  made  up  that  Michigan  could  not  be  ad- 
mitted on  the  ground  of  that  second  convention; 
but  the  senate  might  set  aside  the  whole  of  what 
had  been  done,  and  receive  Michigan  as  she  stood 
at  the  commencement  of  the  last  session. 

Mr.  Grundy  observed  that,  if  the  gentleman’s 
mind  was  fully  made  up,  then  there  could  be  no 
necessity  of  postponing  the  subject.  The  gentle- 
man has  fully  satisfied  himself,  and  now  (said  Mr. 
G.)  let  us  see  if  he  can  satisfy  us.  His  argument, 
it  seems,  has  been  fully  matured,  and  we  are  now 
ready  to  listen  to  it.  Though  I consider  that  there 
is  no  virtue  in  the  preamble,  and  that  the  eifoct  of 
the  bill  will  be  the  same  whether  it  is  stricken  out 
or  retained,  yet  I am  not  ready  to  say  that  I shall 
vote  to  strike  it  out.  I am  ready  to  hear  what  can 
be  said  both  for  and  against  it. 

Tiie  question  was  now  put  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Grundy  to  postpone  the  previous  orders,  and  carri- 
ed, 22  to  16.  So  the  orders  were  postponed,  and 
the  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill,  which  hav- 
ing been  again  read  at  the  clerk’s  table,  as  follows: 
A bill  to  admit  the  state  of  Michigan  into  the 

union  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 

states. 

Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  congress  of 
June  the  fifteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
entitled  “an  act  to  establish  the  northern  boundary 
of  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the  admis- 
sion of  the  state  of  Michigan  into  the  union,  upon 
the  conditions  therein  expressed,”  a convention  of 
delegates,  elected  by  (he  people  of  the  said  state  of 
Michigan,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  their  as- 
sent to  the  boundaries  of  the  said  state  of  Michigan 
as  described,  declared  and  established,  in  and  by  the 
said  act,  did,  on  the  fifteenth  of'December,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-six,  assent  to  the  provisions  of 
said  act:  therefore — 

Be  it  enacted,  & c.  That  the  state  of  Michigan 
shall  be  one.  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  one,  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  admitted  into 
the  union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  in  all  respects  whatever. 

Sec.  2.  Jlml  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  in  carrying  into  effect  tiie 
thirteenth  and  fourteenth  sections  of  the  act  of  the 
twenty-third  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  entitled  “an  act  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the 
public  money,”  shall  consider  the  state  of  Michi- 
gan as  being  one  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Calhoun  then  rose,  and  addressed  the  senate 
as  follows: 

I have  bestowed  on  this  subject  all  the  attention 
that  was  in  my  po\v;er,  and,  although  actuated  by  a 
most  anxious  desire  lor  the  admission  of  Michigan 
into  the  union,  I find  it  impossible  to  give  my  as- 
sent to  this  bill.  I am  satisfied  the  judiciary  com- 
mittee has  not  bestowed  upon  the  subject  all  that 
attention  which  its  magnitude  requires;  and  I can 
explain  it  on  no  other  supposition  why  they  should 
place  the  admission  on  the  grounds  they  have. — 
One  of  the  committee,  the  senator  from  Ohio,  on 
my  left,  (Mr.  Morris),  has  pronounced  the  grounds 
as  dangerous  and  revolutionary.  He  might  have 
gone  farther,  and  with  truth  pronounced  them  ut- 
terly repugnant  to  the  principles  of  the  constitu- 
tion. 

I have  not  ventured  this  assertion,  as  strong  as  it 
is,  without  due  reflection,  and  weighing  the  Bill 
force  of  the  terms  I have  used,  and  do  not  fear, 
with  an  impartial  hearing,  to  establish  its  truth  Be- 
yond the  power  of  controversy. 

To  understand  fully  the  objection  to  this  bill,  it 
is  necessary  that  we  should  have  a correct  conoep- 
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tion  of  the  facts.  They  are  few,  and  may  be  brief- 
ly told. 

Some  time  previous  to  the  last  session  of  con- 
gress, the  territory  of  Michigan,  through  its  legis- 
lature, authorised  the  people  to  meet  in  convention, 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  a state  government. — 
They  met  accordingly,  and  agreed  upon  a constitu- 
tion, which  they  forthwith  transmitted  to  congress. 
It  was  fully  discussed  in  this  chamber,  and,  objec- 
tionable as  the  instrument  was,  an  act  was  finally 
passed,  which  accepted  the  constitution,  and  declar- 
ed Michigan  to  be  a state,  and  admitted  into  the 
union,  on  the  single  condition,  that  she  should,  by 
a convention  of  tne  people,  assent  to  the  bounda- 
ries prescribed  by  the  act.  Soon  after  our  adjourn- 
ment the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Michigan  (for 
she  had  been  raised  by  our  assent  to  the  dignity  of 
a state)  called  a convention  of  the  people  of  the 
state,  in  conformity  to  the  act,  which  met  at  the 
time  appointed,  at  Ann  Arbor.  After  full  discus- 
sion, the  convention,  withheld  its  assent,  and  for- 
mally transmitted  the  result  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States.  This  is  the  first  part  of  the  story. 
I will  now  give  the  sequel.  Since  then,  during  the 
last  month,  a self-constituted  assembly  met,  pro- 
fessedly as  a convention  of  the  people  of  the  state; 
but  without  the  authority  of  the  state.  This  unau- 
thorised and  lawless  assemblage  assume  the  high 
function  of  giving  the  assent  of  the  state  of  Michi- 
gan to  the  condition  of  admission,  as  prescribed  in 
the  act  of  congress.  They  communicated  their  as- 
sent to  the  executive  of  the  United  States,  and  he 
to  the  senate.  The  senate  referred  his  message  to 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  and  that  commit- 
tee, on  its  own  authority,  reported  this  present  bill 
for  the  admission  of  the  state. 

Such  are  the  facts  out  of  which  grows  the  import- 
ant question,  had  this  self-constituted  assembly  the 
authority  to  assent  for  the  state?  Had  they  the  autho- 
rity to  do  what  is  implied  in  giving  assent  to  the 
condition  of  admission?  That  assent  introduces  the 
state  into  the  union,  and  pledges  in  the  most  solemn 
manner  to  the  constitutional  compact  which  binds 
these  states  in  one  confederated  body;  imposes  on 
her  all  its  obligations,  and  confers  on  her  all  its 
benefits.  Had  this  irregular,  self-constituted  as- 
semblage the  authority  to  perform  these  high  and 
solemn  acts  of  sovereignty  in  the  name  of  the  state 
of  Michigan?  She  could  only  come  in  as  a state, 
and  none  could  act  or  speak  for  her  without  her 
express  authority;  and  to  assume  the  authority 
without  hrr  sanction  is  nothing  short  of  treason 
against  the  state. 

Again:  The  assent  to  the  conditions  prescribed  by 
congress  implies  an  authority  in  those  who  gave  it 
to  supersede  in  part  the  constitution  of  the  state  of 
Michigan;  for  her  constitution  fixes  the  boundaries 
of  the  state  as  part  of  that  instrument  which  the 
condition  of  admission  entirely  alters,  and  to  that 
extent  the  assent  would  supersede  the  constitution; 
and  thus  the  question  is  presented,  whether  this 
self-constituted  assembly,  styling  itself  a conven- 
tion, had  the  authority  to  do  an  act  which  necessa- 
rily implies  the  right  to  supersede  in  part  the  con- 
stitution. 

But  further:  The  state  of  Michigan,  through  its 
legislature,  authorised  a convention  of  the  people, 
in  order  to  determine  whether  the  condition  of  ad- 
mission should  be  assented  to  or  not.  The  conven- 
tion met;  and,  after  mature  deliberation,  it  dissent- 
ed to  the  condition  of  admission;  and  thus  again 
the  question  is  presented,  whether  this  self-called, 
self-constituted  assemblage,  this  caucus — for  it  is 
entitled  to  no  higher  name — had  the  authority  to 
annul  the  dissent  of  the  state,  solemnly  given  by  a 
convention  of  the  people,  regularly  convoked  under 
the  express  authority  of  the  constituted  authorities 
of  the  state? 

If  all  or  any  of  these  questions  be  answered  in 
the  negative — if  the  self-created  assemblage  of  De- 
cember had  no  authority  to  speak  in  the  name  of  the 
state  of  Michigan — il  none  to  supersede  anyportion 
of  her  constitution — if  none  to  annul  her  dissent  to 
the  condition  of  admission  regularly  given  by  a con- 
vention of  the  people  of  the  state,  convoked  by  the 
authority  of  the  state,  to  introduce  heron  its  authori- 
ty would  be  not  only  revolutionary  and  dangerous, 
but  utterly  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  our  con- 
stitution. The  question  then  submitted  to  the  se- 
nate is,  had  that  assemblage  the  authority  to  perform 
these  high  and  solemn  acts? 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  judiciary 
holds  that  this  self-constituted  assemblage  had  the 
authority;  and  what  is  his  reason?  Why,  truly,  be- 
cause a greater  number  of  votes  were  given  for  those 
who  constituted  that  assemblage  than  for  those  who 
constituted  the  convention  of  the  people  of  the  state, 
convened  under  its  constituted  authorities.  This 
argument  resolves  itself  into  two  questions — the 
first  of  fact,  and  the  second  of  principle.  I shall  not 


discuss  the  first.  It  is  not  necessary  to  do  so.  But 
if  it  were,  it  would  be  easy  to  show  that  never  was 
so  important  a fact  so  loosely  testified.  There  is 
not  one  particle  of  official  evidence  before  us.  We 
had  nothing  but  the  private  letters  of  individuals, 
who  do  not  know  even  the  numbers  that  voted  on 
either  occasion;  they  know  nothing  of  the  qualifi- 
cations of  voters,  nor  how  their  votes  were  received, 
nor  by  whom  counted.  Now,  none  knows  better 
than  the  honorable  chairman  himself,  that  such  tes- 
timony as  is  submitted  to  us  to  establish  a fact  of 
this  moment,  would  not  be  received  in  the  lowest 
magistrate’s  court  in  the  land.  But  I waive  this, — 

I come  to  the  question  of  the  principle  involved; 
and  what  is  it?  The  argument  is,  that  a greater 
number  of  persons  voted  for  the  last  convention 
than  for  the  first,  and  therefore  the  acts  of  the 
last  of  right,  abrogated  those  of  the  first;  in  other 
words,  that  mere  numbers,  without  regard  to  the 
forms  of  law,  or  the  principles  of  the  constitution, 
give  authority.  The  authority  of  numbers,  according 
to  this  argument,  sets  aside  the  authority  of  law  and 
the  constitution.  Need  I show  that  such  a principle 
goes  to  the  entire  overthrow  of  our  constitutional 
government,  and  would  subvert  all  social  order?  It 
is  the  identical  principle  which  prompted  the  late 
revolutionary  and  anarchical  movement  in  Mary- 
land, and  which  has  done  more  to  shake  confidence 
in  our  system  of  government  than  any  event  since 
the  adoption  of  our  constitution,  but  which  happily 
has  been  frowned  down  by  the  patriotism  and  intel- 
ligence of  the  people  of  that  state. 

What  was  the  ground  of  this  insurrectionary  mea- 
sure, but  that  the  government  of  Maryland  did  not 
represent  the  voice  of  the  numerical  majority  of  the 
people  of  Maryland,  and  that  the  authority  of  law 
and  constitution  was  nothing  against  that  of  num- 
bers. Here  we  find,  on  this  floor,  and  from  the  head 
of  the  judiciary  committee,  the  same  principle  re- 
vived, and,  if  possible,  in  a worse  form;  for,  in 
Maryland,  the  anarchists  assumed  that  they  were 
sustained  by  the  numerical  majority  of  the  people  of 
the  state  in  their  revolutionary  movements;  but  the 
utmost  the  chairman  can  pretend  to  have  is  a mere 
plurality.  The  largest  number  of  votes  claimed  for 
the  self-created  assemblage  is  8,000;  and  no  man 
will  undertake  to  say  that  this  constitutes  any  thing 
like  a majority  of  the  voters  of  Michigan:  and  he 
claims  the  high  authority  which  he  does  for  it,  not 
because  it  is  a majority  of  the  people  of  Michigan, 
but  because  it  is  a greater  number  than  voted  for  the 
authorised  convention  of  the  people  that  refused  to 
agree  to  the  condition  of  admission.  It  may  be 
shown  by  his  own  witness,  that  a majority  of  the 
voters  of  Michigan  greatly  exceed  8,000.  Mr.  Wil- 
liams the  president  of  the  self-created  assemblage, 
stated  that  the  population  of  that  state  amounted  to 
nearly  200,000  persons.  If  so,  there  cannot  be  less 
than  from  25,000  to  30,000  voters.  Considering  how 
nearly  universal  the  right  of  suffrage  is  under  its 
constitution,  and  it  thus  appears  that  this  irregular, 
self-constituted  meeting  did  not  represent  the  vote 
of  one-third  of  the  state:  and  yet  on  a mere  princi- 
ple of  plurality  we  are  to  supersede  the  constitution 
of  Michigan,  and  annul  the  act  of  a convention  of 
the  people  regularly  convened  under  the  authority 
of  the  government  of  the  state. 

But,  says  the  senator  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Buchanan,)  this  assembly  was  not  self-constituted. 
It  met  under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  congress; 
and  that  act  had  no  reference  to  the  state,  but  only 
to  the  people;  and  that  the  assemblage  in  December 
was  just  such  a meeting  as  that  act  contemplated.  It 
is  not  my  intention  to  discuss  the  question  whether 
the  honorable  senator  has  given  the  true  interpre- 
tation of  the  act,  but,  if  it  w'ere,  I could  very  easily 
show  his  interpretation  to  be  erroneous;  for,  if  such 
had  been  the  intention  of  congress,  the  act  surely 
would  have  specified  the  time  when  the  convention 
was  to  be  held,  who  were  to  be  the  managers,  w'ho 
the  voters,  and  would  not  have  left  it  to  individuals, 
who  might  choose  to  assume  the  authority  to  deter- 
mine all  these  importantpoints.  I might  also  readi- 
ly show  that  the  word  “convention”  of  the  people, 
as  used  in  law  or  the  constitution,  always  means  a 
meeting  of  the  peonle  regularly  convened  by  the  con- 
stituted authority  of  the  state,  in  their  high  sovereign 
capacity,  and  that  it  never  means  such  an  assem- 
blage as  the  one  in  question.  But  I waive  this;  I 
take  higher  ground.  If  the  act  be,  indeed,  such  as 
the  senator  says  it  is,  then  I maintain  that  it  is  ut- 
terly opposed  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  our 
federal  union.  Congress  has  no  right  whatever  to 
call  a convention  in  a state.  It  can  call  but  one  con- 
vention, and  that  is  a convention  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  to  amend  the  federal  constitution;  nor 
can  it  call  that  except  authorised  by  two-thirds  of 
the  states. 

Ours  is  a federal  republic — a union  of  states. 
Michigan  is  a state;  a state  in  the  course  of  admis- 
sion, and  differing  only  from  the  other  states  in  her 


federal  relations.  She  is  declared  to  be  a state  iir 
the  most  solemn  manner  by  your  own  act.  She 
can  come  into  the  union  only  as  a rtate;  and  iw  ber 
voluntary  assent,  given  by  the  people  of  the  state 
in  convention,  called  by  the  constituted  authority 
of  the  state.  To  admit  the  state  of  Michigan  on 
the  authority  of  a self-created  meeting,  or  one  call- 
ed by  the  direct  authority  of  congress,  passing  by 
the  authorities  of  the  state,  would  be  the  most  mon- 
strous proceeding  under  our  constitution  that  can 
be  conceived;  the  most  repugnant  to  its  principles, 
and  dangerous  in  its  consequences.  It  would  es- 
tablish a direct  relation  between  individual  citizens 
of  a state  and  the  general  government,  in  utter  sub- 
version of  the  federal  character  of  our  system. 
The  relation  of  the  citizens  to  this  government  is 
through  the  states  exclusively.  They  are  subject 
to  its  authority  and  laws  only’because  the  state  has 
assented  they  should  be.  If  she  dissents,  their  as- 
sent is  nothing;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  she  as- 
sents, their  dissent  is  nothing.  It  is  through  the 
state,  then,  and  through  the  state  alone,  that  the 
United  States  government  can  have  any  connexion 
with  the  people  of  a state;  and  does  not,  then,  the 
senator  from  Pennsylvania  see,  that  if  congress  can 
authorise  a convention  of  the  people  in  the  state  of 
Michigan,  without  the  authority  of  the  state,  it 
matters  not  what  is  the  object,  it  may  in  like  man- 
ner authorise  conventions  in  any  otlier  state  for 
whatever  purpose  it  may  think  proper? 

Michigan  is  as  much  a sovereign  state  as  any 
other,  differing  only,  as  I have  said,  as  to  her  fede- 
ral relations.  If  we  give  our  sanction  to  the  as- 
semblage of  December,  on  the  principle  laid  down 
by  the  senator  from  Pennsylvania,  then  we  estab- 
lish the  doctrine  that  congress  has  power  to  call  at 
pleasure  conventions  within  the  states.  Is  there  a 
senator  on  this  floor  who  will  assent  to  such  a doc- 
trine? Is  there  one,  especially,  who  represents  the 
smaller  states  of  this  union,  or  the  weaker  section? 
Admit  the  power,  and  every  vestige  of  state  rights 
would  be  destroyed.  Our  system  would  be  sub- 
verted, and,  instead  of  a confederacy  of  free  and 
sovereign  states,  we  would  have  all  power  concen- 
trated here,  and  this  would  become  tne  most  odious 
despotism.  He,  indeed,  must  be  blind,  who  does 
not  see  such  a power  would  give  the  federal  go- 
vernment a complete  control  of  all  the  states.  I 
call  upon  senators  now  to  arrest  a doctrine  so  dan- 
gerous. Let  it  be  remembered,  that,  under  our 
system,  bad  precedents  live  forever;  good  ones  only 
perish.  We  may  not  feel  all  the  evil  consequences 
at  once,  but  this  precedent,  once  set,  will  surely  be 
received,  and  will  become  the  instrument  of  infinite 
evil. 

I will  be  asked,  what  shall  be  done?  Will  j’ou 
refuse  to  admit  Michigan  into  the  union?  I answer 
no;  1 desire  to  admit  her;  and  if  the  senators  from 
Indiana  and  Ohio  will  agree,  I am  ready  now  to  ad- 
mit her  as  she  stood  at  the  beginning  of  last  session, 
without  giving  sanction  to  the  unauthorised  assem- 
blage of  December. 

But  if  that  does  not  meet  their  wishes,  there  is 
still  another  by  which  she  may  be  admitted.  We 
are  told  that  two-thirds  of  the  legislature  and  peo- 
ple of  Michigan  are  in  favor  of  accepting  the  con- 
ditions of  the  act  of  last  session.  If  that  be  the 
fact,  then  all  that  is  necessary  is,  that  the  legislature 
should  call  another  convention.  All  difficulty  will 
thus  be  removed,  and  there  will  be  still  abundant 
time  for  her  admission  at  this  session.  And  shall 
we,  for  the  sake  of  gaining  a few  months,  give  our 
assent  to  a bill  fraught  with  principles  so  monstrous 
as  this? 

We  have  been  told,  that  unless  she  is  admitted 
immediately  it  will  be  too  late  for  her  to  receive 
her  proportion  of  the  surplus  revenue  under  the 
deposite  bill.  I trust  that  on  so  great  a question  a 
difficulty  like  this  will  have  no  weight.  Give  her 
at  once  her  full  share.  I am  ready  to  do  so  at 
once,  without  waiting  her  admission.  I was  mor- 
tified to  hear  on  so  grave  a question  such  motives 
assigned  for  her  admission,  contrary  to  the  law 
and  constitution.  Such  considerations  ought  not  to 
be  presented  when  we  are  settling  great  constitu- 
tional principles.  I trust  that  we  shall  pass  by  all 
such  frivolous  mbtives  on  this  occasion,  and  take 
ground  on  the  great  and  fundamental  principle  that 
an  informal,  irregular,  self-constituted  assembly,  a 
mere  caucus,  has  no  authority  to  speak  for  a so- 
vereign state  in  any  case  whatever;  to  supersede 
its  constitution,  or  to  reverse  its  dissent  deliberate- 
ly given  by  a convention  of  the  people  of  the  state, 
regularly  convened  under  its  constituted  authority. 

[Mr.  Calhoun  was  followed  in  the  debate  this  day 
Dy  Messrs.  Grundy,  Morris,  Strange  and  Walker  j\ 

THE  DISTRIBUTION  BILL. 

In  senate,  Wednesday,  December  21. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  agreeably  to  notice,  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  introduce’the  following  bill: 
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A Bill  to  extend  the  provisions  of  certain  sections 

therein  named  of  the  act  of  the  23d  June,  1836, 

regulating  the  deposites  of  the  money  that  may 

be  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  January,  1838. 

Be  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  the  money  which  shall  be 
in  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  on  the  first  day 
of  January,  1838,  reserving  the  sum  of  five  millions 
of  dollars,  shall  be  deposited  with  the  several  states, 
on  the  terms  and  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
13th,  14th  and  15th  sections  of  the  act  to  regulate 
the  deposites  of  the  public  money,  approved  the  23d 
day  of  June,  1836. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  in  introducing  the  bill,  observed 
that  he  had  not  asked  leave  to  introduce  this  bill 
without  satisfying  himself  that  there  would  be  a 
large  surplus  of  the  public  revenue  remaining  in  the 
treasury  at  the  termination  of  the  next  year,  after  al- 
lowing for  very  liberal  appropriations  on  all  proper 
subjects  of  expenditure.  From  the  calculations  he 
had  made,  he  was  convinced  that  the  amount  of  this 
surplus  would  not  fall  short  of  eight  millions  of  dol- 
lars. 

He  was  fully  aware  that  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, in  the  report  submitted  by  that  officer  to  con- 
gress, had  taken  a very  different  view,  yet  Mr.  C. 
thought  he  hazarded  little  when  he  said  that  on  this 
subject  the  secretary  was  certainly  mistaken.  He 
knew,  indeed,  that  formerly  such  an  assertion  from 
a member  of  congress  in  relation  to  the  highest  fis- 
cal officer  of  the  government  would  have  been  deem- 
ed adventurous;  but  so  vague,  so  uncertain,  so  con- 
jectural, and  so  very  erroneous  had  been  the  reports 
from  that  department  for  two  or  three  years  last  past, 
that  he  could  not  be  considered  as  risking  much  in 
taking  such  a position.  That  in  this  remark  he  did 
no  injustice  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  (to- 
ward whom  he  cherished  no  personal  hostility  or 
unkind  feeling  whatsoever),  he  would  take  the  li- 
berty of  presenting  to  the. senate  the  estimates  made 
by  that  officer  for  the  present  year,  in  December 
last,  and  comparing  with  it  the  actual  result,  as  now 
ascertained  from  the  secretary’s  own  report,  made 
the  present  season.  His  estimate  of  the  receipts  from 
all  sources,  includingthe  public  lands  and  every  other 
branch  of  the  revenue,  amounted  to  $19,750,000, 
whereas  the  report  stated  those  receipts  to  have 
amounted  to  $47,691,898,  presenting  a difference 
in  the  estimate,  for  asingle  year,  of  $27,941,898. — 
Thus  the  excess  of  the  actual  receipts  had  ex- 
ceeded the  estimate  by  more  than  one-third  of  the 
whole  amount  of  the  estimate.  Each  of  the  great 
branches  of  revenue,  the  customs  and  the  public 
lands,  exceeded  the  estimate  by  millions  of  dollars. 

Again:  the  secretary  had  estimated  the  balance  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  then  within  four  weeks  of  its 
termination,  at  $18,047,598,  whereas  the  report 
showed  that  the  balance  actually  amounted  to 
$26,749,803,  being  an  error  of  $8,702,250  for  that 
short  period.  How  these  errors  arose,  whether  from 
negligence  or  inattention,  or  whether  they  were  made 
purposely  to  subserve  certain  political  views,  it  was 
not  for  him  to  say:  but  they  were  sufficient  to  show 
that  he  ran  no  very  formidable  hazard  in  venturing 
to  say  that  the  views  of  the  secretary  in  respect  to 
what  was  yet  future  might  ba  erroneous. 

But  further:  the  secretary,  in  his  report  last  year, 
had  estimated  the  available  means  of  the  treasury 
for  the  current  year  at  $.37,797,598;  they  were  now 
ascertained  to  have  been  $74,441,701,  exhibiting 
the  small  error  of  $46,644,104.  We  might  search 
the  fiscal  records  of  all  civilized  nations,  and  would 
not  find  in  the  compass  of  history  an  error  so  mon- 
strous. He  stated  this  with  no  feelings  of  ill  will 
toward  the  secretary,  but  with  emotions  of  shame 
and  mortification  for  the  honor  of  the  country.  How 
must  errors  like  these  appear  in  the  eyes  of  foreign 
nations?  How  would  they  look  to  posterity? 

But  he  was  not  yet  done.  The  secretary  esti- 
mates the  expenditure  of  the  year  at  $23,103,444, 
whereas  they  turned  out  to  be  $31,435,032,  makin" 
a difference  of  $3,331,5SS.  He  estimates  the  ba” 
lance  in  the  treasury  at  the  end  of  this  year  at 
$14,590,000.  He  now  admits  that  it  will  equal 
$43,005,669,  making  an  error  of  $28,505,669,  and 
this  notwithstanding  he  had  made  an  under  estimate 
of  the  expenditure  of  more  than  eight  millions, 
which,  if  added,  as  it  ought  to  be,  would  make  a 
mistake  of  nearly  thirty-seven  millions. 

The  secretary,  however,  had  profited  by  the  er- 
rors of  last  year.  The  estimates  in  the  present  re- 
port were  somewhat  nearer  to  the  truth,  but  were 
still  far  removed  from  it.  And,  indeed,  so  small 
was  the  amount  in  which  he  had  profited,  that  he 
had  risked  an  opinion  that  the  expenditure  would 
exceed  the  income,  so  that,  of  the  sum  which  had 
been  deposited  with  the  states,  a portion,  amount- 
ing to  between  two  and  three  millions,  would  have 
to  be  refunded.  The  secretary  held  out  language  of 
this  kind,  when  he  acknowledges  that  the  income 
of  the  year  would  be  $24,000,000.  Mr.  C.  said  he 


would  be  glad  to  see  the  administration,  with  such 
an  income,  venture  to  call  upon  the  states  to  pay 
back  the  moneys  they  had  received.  No  adminis- 
tration would  venture  the  call,  except  in  the  case  of 
a foreign  war,  in  which  case  these  deposites  would 
prove  a timely  and  precious  resource.  With  proper 
management,  they  would  enable  the  government  to 
avoid  the  necessity  at  the  commencement  of  a war 
of  resorting  to  war  taxes  and  loans.  All  those  gen- 
tlemen, and  he  saw  several  of  them  around  him, 
who  were  here  at  the  commencement  of  the  last 
war,  would  well  remember  the  difficulty  and  em- 
barrassment which  attended  the  operation  of  raising 
the  revenue  from  a peace  to  a war  establishment. 

Assuming,  then,  that  there  would  be  a surplus, 
the  question  presented  itself  as  to  w'hat  should  be 
done  with  it.  That  question  Mr.  C.  would  not  now 
attempt  to  argue.  The  discussion  of  it  at  this  time 
would  be  premature  and  out  of  place.  He  propos- 
ed to  himself  a more  limited  object,  which  was  to 
state  the  points  connected  with  this  subject,  which 
he  considered  as  established;  and  to  point  out  what 
was  the  real  issue  at  present.  One  point  was  per- 
fectly established  by  the  proceedings  of  the  last  ses- 
sion— that,  when  there  was  an  unavoidable  surplus, 
it  ought  not  to  be  left  in  the  treasury,  or  in  the  de- 
posite  banks,  but  should  be  deposited  with  the 
states.  It  was  not  only  the  most  safe,  but  the  most 
just,  that  the  states  should  have  the  use  of  the  mo- 
ney in  preference  to  the  banks.  This,  in  fact,  was 
the  great  and  leading  principle  which  lay  at  the 
foundation  of  the  act  of  last  session — an  act  that 
would  forever  distinguish  the  24th  congress — an  act 
which  will  go  down  with  honor  to  posterity,  as  it 
had  obtained  the  almost  unanimous  approbation  of 
the  present  day.  The  passage  had  inspired  the 
country  with  new  hopes.  It  had  been  beheld  abroad 
as  a matter  of  wonder;  a phenomenon  in  the  fiscal 
world;  such  as  could  have  sprung  out  of  no  insti- 
tutions but  ours,  and  which  went  in  a powerful  and 
impressive  manner  to  illustrate  the  genius  of  our 
government. 

He  considered  it  no  less  fully  established  that 
there  ought  to  be  no  surplus,  if  it  could  be  avoided. 
The  money  belonged  to  those  who  made  it,  and 
government  had  no  right  to  exact  it  unless  neces- 
sary. What,  then,  was  the  true  question  at  issue? 
It  was  this:  Can  you  reduce  the  revenue  to  the 

wants  of  the  people? — he  meant  in  a large  political 
sense.  Could  the  reduction  be  made  without  an  in- 
jury that  would  more  than  countervail  the  benefit? 
The  president  thought  it  could  be  done;  and  Mr.  C. 
hoped  he  was  correct  in  that  opinion.  If  it  be  prac- 
ticable, then,  beyond  all  question,  it  was  the  proper 
and  natural  course  to  be  adopted  It  was  under  this 
impression  that  he  had  moved  to  refer  this  part  of 
the  president’s  message  to  the  committee  on  finance. 
He  not  only  considered  that  as  the  appropriate  com- 
mittee: but  there  were  other  reasons  that  governed 
him  in  making  the  reference.  A majority  of  that 
committee  were  known  to  be  hostile  to  the  depo- 
site  bill,  and  would,  therefore,  do  all  in  their  power 
to  avoid  the  possibility  of  having  a surplus.  If, 
then,  that  committee  could  not  effect  a reduction, 
then  it  might  be  safely  assumed  as  impracticable. — 
If  they  could  agree  on  a reduction,  the  senate  no 
doubt  would  readily  concur  with  them. 

There  was  one  point  on  which  the  committee 
need  have  no  apprehension,  that  any  redaction  they 
might  propose  to  make  would  be  considered  by  the 
south  as  a breach  of  the  compromise  act.  Her  in- 
terest in  that  act  is  not  against  the  reduction,  but 
the  increase  of  duties.  If  it  be  the  pleasure  of  other 
sections  to  reduce  she  will  certainly  not  complain. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  would  take  this  occasion  to  define 
with  exactness  the  position  he  occupied  in  regard 
to  the  compromise.  He  stood,  personally,  without 
pledge  or  plighted  faith,  as  far  as  that  act  was  con- 
cerned. He  clearly  foresaw,  at  the  time  that  bill 
passed,  that  there  would  be  a surplus  of  revenue  in 
the  treasury.  He  knew  that  result  to  be  unavoid- 
able, unless  by  a reduction  so  sudden  as  to  over- 
throw our  manufacturing  establishments — a catas- 
trophe which  he  sincerely  desired  to  avoid.  What- 
ever might  be  thought  to  the  contrary,  he  had  al- 
ways been  the  friend  of  those  establishments.  He 
thought  at  the  time  that  the  reduction  provided  for 
in  the  bill  had  not  been  made  to  take  place  as  fast 
as  it  might  have  been.  But  the.  terms  of  the  bill 
formed  the  only  ground  on  which  the  opposing  in- 
terests could  agree,  and  he,  as  representing  in  part 
one  of  the  southern  states,  had  accepted  it,  believ- 
ing it,  on  the  whole,  to  be  the  best  arrangement 
which  could  be  effected;  yet  he  saw  (it  did  not, 
indeed,  require  much  of  a prophetic  spirit)  that 
there  were  those  who  were  then  ready  to  collect 
the  tariff  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  rather  than 
yield  an  inch,  who,  when  the  injurious  effects  of 
the  surplus  should  be  felt,  would  throw  the  respon- 
sibility on  those  who  supported  the  bill.  Seeing 
this,  Mr.  C.  had  determined  that  it  should  not  be 


thrown  upon  him.  He  had  therefore  risen  in  his 
place,  and,  after  calling  on  the  stenographers  to 
note  his  words,  he  had  declared  that  he  had  voted 
for  that  bill  in  the  same  manner,  and  no  other,  than 
he  did  for  all  other  bills,  and  that  he  held  himself 
no  further  personally  pledged  in  its  passage  than  in 
any  other.  Mr.  C.  was  therefore  at  perfect  liberty 
to  select  his  position,  which  he  would  now  state. 
We  of  the  south  had  derived  incalculable  advan- 
tage from  that  act;  and,  as  one  belonging  to  that 
section,  he  claimed  all  those  advantages  to  the  very 
last  letter.  That  act  had  reduced  the  income  of 
the  government  greatly.  Few,  he  believed,  were 
fully  aware  of  the  extent  to  which  it  had  operated. 
It  was  a fact,  which  the  documents  would  show, 
that  the  act  of  1828  arrested  at  the  custom  house 
one-half  in  value  of  the  amount  of  the  imports. — 
The  imports  at  that  time,  deducting  reshipments, 
were  about  sixty-five  millions  of  dollars  in  value, 
out  of  which  the  government  collected  about 
thirty-two  millions  in  the  gross.  The  imports  of 
the  last  year,  deducting  reshipments,  amounted  to 
$120,000,000,  which,  if  the  tariff  of  1828  had  not 
been  reduced,  would  have  given  an  increase  of 
$60,000,000,  instead  of  something  upwards  of 
$21,000,000.  He  claimed  not  the  whole  difference 
for  the  compromise,  but  upwards  of  $20,000,000 
may  be  fairly  carried  to  its  credit.  Under  this 
great  reduction,  we  of  the  south  began  to  revive. 
Our  business  began  to  thrive  and  to  look  up.  But 
the  compromise  act  had  not  yet  fully  discharged  its 
functions.  Its  operation  would  continue  until  the 
revenue  should  be  brought  down  till  no  duty  should 
exceed  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  the  revenue 
be  reduced  to  the  actual  wants  of  the  government. 
But,  while  he  claimed  for  the  south  all  these  very 
important  advantages,  Mr.  C.  trusted  he  was  too 
honest  as  well  as  too  proud,  while  he  claimed  those 
benefits  on  her  part,  to  withhold  whatever  advan- 
tage the  north  rnay  derive  from  the  compromise. 
His  position,  then,  on  the  question  of  reduction, 
was  to  follow,  and  not  to  lead;  and  such  he  believ- 
ed to  be  the  true  position  of  the  south.  If  it  be  the 
wish  of  other  sections  to  reduce,  she  will  cheerful- 
ly follow,  but  I trust  she  will  be  the  last  to  disturb 
the  present  state  of  things. 

Having  thus  clearly  defined  his  own  position, 
Mr.  C.  said  he  would  venture  a suggestion.  If  the 
manufacturing  interests  would  listen  to  the  voice 
of  one  who  had  never  been  their  enemy,  he  would 
venture  to  advise  them  to  a course  which  he  should 
consider  as  wise  on  all  sides. 

It  is  well  known  (said  Mr.  C.)  that  the  compro- 
mise act  makes  a very  great  and  sudden  reduction 
in  the  years  ’41  and  ’42.  He  doubted  the  wisdom 
of  this  provision  at  the  time;  but  those  who  repre- 
sented the  manufacturing  interests  thought  it  was 
safer  and  better  to  reduce  more  slowly  at  first  and 
more  rapidly  at  the  termination  of  the  term,  in  or- 
der to  avoid  the  possibility  of  a shock  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  term.  He  thought  experience 
had  clearly  shown  that  there  could  be  no  hazard  in 
accelerating  the  rate  of  reduction  now',  in  order  to 
avoid  the  great  and  rapid  descent  of  ’41  and  ’42; 
and  in  this  view  it  seemed  to  him  that  it  would  be 
wise  to  distribute  the  remaining  reduction  equally 
on  the  six  remaining  years  of  the  act.  It  was, 
however,  but  a suggestion. 

Mr.  C.  observed,  that  had  not  this  been  the  short 
session  of  congress,  he  should  have  postponed  the 
introduction  of  the  present  bill,  and  awaited  the 
action  of  the  committee  on  finance.  But  it  was 
possible  that  committee  might  find  it  impracticable 
to  reduce  the  revenue,  and  as  there  were  but  about 
two  months  of  the  session  left,  if  something  were 
not  effected  in  the  mean  time,  a large  surplus  might 
be  left  in  the  treasury,  or  rather  in  the  deposite 
banks — left  there  to  disturb  and  disorder  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country;  to  cherish  and  foster  a spirit 
of  wild  and  boundless  speculation,  and  to  be  wield- 
ed for  electioneering  purposes.  A standing  surplus 
in  the  deposite  banks  was  almost  universally  con- 
demned. The  president  himself  had  announced  it 
in  his  message,  and  Mr.  C.  heartily  agreed  with 
him  in  every  word  he  had  said  on  that  subject. 

Bpfore  sending  the  bill  to  the  chair  he  would 
take  the  liberty  of  expressing  his  hope  that  the  sub- 
ject would  be  discussed  in  the  same  spirit  of  mo- 
deration as  had  characterized  the  debates  upon  it 
last  year.  It  was  a noble  example,  and  he  hoped 
it  would  be  followed.  Let  the  subject  be  argued 
on  great  public  grounds,  and  let  all  party  spirit  be 
sacrificed  on  this  great  question  to  the  good  of  the 
country.  Yet,  he  would  say  to  the  friends  of  the 
administration,  that  it  was  not  from  any  fear,  on 
party  ground,  that  he  uttered  this  sentiment;  for 
he  believed  there  was  no  subject  which,  in  the 
hands  of  a skilful  opposition,  would  be  more  fatal 
to  power. 

The  bill  was,  by  consent,  read  twice;  when  Mr. 
Calhoun  moved  that  it  be  made  the  order  jf  t£» 
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day  for  Monday  next.  He  saw  no  necessity  for  its 
commitment. 

Mr.  Clay  was  extremely  unwilling  to  interrupt 
for  a moment  (and  he  would  only  interrupt  for  a 
moment)  the  progress  of  the  debate  expected  to 
proceed  to-day.  But,  from  the  numerous  indica- 
tions which  had  been  given  of  a purpose  to  disturb 
the  compromise  act,  and  from  the  direct  allusion  to 
the  subject  which  had  just  been  made,  he  felt  him- 
self called  upon  to  say  one  word.  Considering  the 
circumstances  under  which  that  act  passed,  the 
manner  through  this  body,  the  acclamation  with 
which  it  ran  through  the  house,  the  cordial  recep- 
tion with  which  it  was  greeted  by  every  part  and 
every  interest  in  the  country,  he  did  not  think  that 
it  ought  to  be  lightly  touched.  In  faith  of  adhe- 
rence to  the  provisions  of  that  act,  large  invest- 
ments have  been  made,  and  under  its  beneficent 
operation  every  interest  has  prospered,  the  manu- 
facturing not  less  than  other  great  interests.  The 
whole  country  has  looked  to  the  inviolability  of  the 
act:  the  messages  of  the  president;  the  reports 
from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury;  the  declarations 
of  members  of  congress,  upon  this  floor  and  that  of 
the  other  house,  alf  heretofore  have  united  in  stamp- 
ing upon  it  that  character.  Strictly  speaking,  he 
was  aware  that  congress  possessed  the  power  to  re- 
peal or  modify  the  act,  but  in  his  opinion  it  could 
not  be  done,  without  something  like  a violation  of 
the  public  faith.  He  had  foreseen,  at  the  period  of 
the  passage  of  the  act,  the  probability  of  a large 
surplus  beyond  the  wants  of  the  government,  eco- 
nomically administered,  and  he  had  endeavored,  si- 
multaneously with  the  passage  of  the  act,  to  provide 
for  it  by  the  introduction  of  the  land  bill.  That 
bill  had  passed  congress,  but  unfortunately  had  en- 
countered the  veto  of  the  president.  If  that  bill 
had  received  his  sanction,  there  would  have  been 
no  surplus  at  the  last  session,  none  now,  probably 
none  hereafter,  to  divide  and  distract  us.  For  it 
was  from  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  that  the 
surplus  arose.  If  the  land  bill  which  passed  at  the 
last  session  of  the  senate  had  become  a law,  it 
would  have  distributed  among  the  several  states  a 
larger  sum  than  will  he  deposited  in  their  treasu- 
ries under  the  deposite  act. 

Mr.  C.  said  that  he  knew  well  that  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  compromise  act  did  not  depend  upon 
him.  He  well  knew  that  its  fate  was  in  the  hands 
of  a majority  of  the  senate,  as  now  constituted,  and 
a majority  of  the  house.  But,  if  they  choose  to  re- 
peal it,  or  to  make  any  essential  alteration  in  the 
measure  of  protection  secured  by  that  act,  he  could 
only  deeply  regret  the  reopening  of  wounds  which 
had  been  so  happily  healed.  He  can  co-operate  in 
no  such  object,  but  shall,  for  himself,  steadily  oppose 
any  material  change  of  the  provisions  of  the  act, 
and  insist  upon  that  efficacious  and  complete  reme- 
dy for  a surplus  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  land  bill, 
or  upon  some  other  competent  remedy  which  will 
not  unsettle  all  the  great  business  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  that  the  bill  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  finance;  and  in  supporting  his 
motion  observed  that  he  had  been  one  of  those 
who  voted  against  what  was  now  openly  avowed 
to  be  a distribution  bill.  Since  the  money  had 
been  distributed,  some  of  the  largest  states  had 
already  come  forward  and  applied  to  congress  for 
the  repeal  of  that  section  of  the  bill  which  provided 
for  the  refunding  of  the  money  by  the  states  when 
it  should  be  needed  by  the  general  government. 
He  would  remind  the  senate  that  the  distinguished 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webster), 
who  had  been  one  of  the  authors  and  advocates  of 
this  measure;  did  expressly  tell  the  senate  that  it 
would  be  but  a single  operation;  and  when  the  se- 
nate was  warned  that  the  bill  would  be  only  a pre- 
cedent for  the  distribution  policy  in  future,  the  dis- 
tingushed  senator  had  assured  them  of  the  contrary, 
and  had  insisted  that  it  was  a single  and  solitary 
measure,  intended  only  to  meet  a contingency. 
Yet,  what  was  the  senate  now  asked  to  do?  To 
create  a surplus  for  the  purpose  of  future  distribu- 
tion. Mr.  W.  really  thought  that  such  a proposi- 
tion demanded  examination  by  some  committee, 
and  he  hoped  the  senate  would  not  consent  to  take 
a leap  in  the  dark.  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  had  presented  as  one  ground  of  his 
opposition  to  letting  the  public  money  remain  in 
the  deposite  banks,  a desire  to  prevent  the  public 
land  from  passing  into  the  hands  of  speculators. 
But  the  gentleman’s  remedy  had  not  met  the  evil. 
The  distribution  bill  had  not  prevented  the  mono- 
poly of  the  public  lands  by  speculators,  nor  would 
it  ever  prevent  it.  If  the  gentleman  did  really  de- 
sire to  obviate  that  evil,  let  him  join  in  recommend- 
ing that  part  of  the  president’s  message  which  pro- 
posed to  limit  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  to  actual 
settlers.  Should  this  recommendation  be  adopted, 
there  would  remain  no  surplus  to  be  distributed, 
‘i'or  how  was  the  surplus  created?  By  referring  to 


the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  it  would 
be  found  that  in  the  first  three-quarters  of  the  last 
year  twenty  millions  of  dollars  had  been  paid  into 
the  treasury  for  the  public  lands,  which  was  at  the 
rate  of  about  $25,000,000  a year.  Yet,  what  por- 
tion of  this  amount  was  needed  for  actual  settlers? 
not  more  than  $5,000,000;  or,  according  to  an  es- 
timate made  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
public  lands,  not  over  $8,000,000.  Thus  there 
would  be  a reduction  in  the  receipt  of  $16,000,000, 
being  double  the  amount  of  the  surplus  predicted 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 
Let  him  then  adopt  the  president’s  recommenda- 
tion, and  the  evil  apprehended  could  not  take  place. 
Butshould  the  senate  pass  the  bill  which  had  now 
been  introduced,  they  would  have  passed  the  Ru- 
bicon, and  the  distribution  policy  would,  in  spite 
of  all  opposition,  become  the  settled  policy  of  the 
government. 

Mr.  W.  called  upon  the  senate  and  upon  the 
country  to  remark  that  they  were  now  invoked  by 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to  create  a sur- 
plus for  the  purpose  of  distribution. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  in  reply,  complained  of  having 
been  entirely  misstated  by  the  senator  from  Mis- 
sissippi. He  had  not  invoked  the  senate  to  any 
such  act,  nor  had  he  said  any  thing  like  it.  But  he 
had  said  that  no  administration  could  honestly  plead 
any  necessity  ior  demanding  back  the  deposites 
from  the  states,  unless  in  the  contingency  of  a fo- 
reign war.  So  far  from  having  expressed  a desire 
to  create  and  distribute  a surplus,  he  had,  on  the 
contrary,  expressly  declared  that  he  should  greatly 
prefer  a reduction  of  the  revenue,  if  it  could  be 
safely  effected;  and  he  had  expressed  his  willing- 
ness to  send  the  bill  to  a committee  opposed  to  his 
own  views,  that,  if  possible,  this  might  be  effected. 
Yet,  the  gentleman  accused  him  of  a design  to 
create  a surplus. 

The  gentleman  had  again  said  that  one  of  the 
arguments  urged  by  him  in  favor  of  the  distribution 
bill  had  been,  that  the  deposite  of  the  public  mo- 
ney in  banks  was  a great  instrument  of  fraud  and 
speculation.  This  was  a great  mistake.  He  had 
said  no  such  thing.  The  president,  however,  had 
undertaken  to  legislate  on  the  subject,  and  had  is- 
sued an  order,  which  was  much  more  like  an  act  of 
congress  than  an  executive  measure.  The  presi- 
dent deemed  the  evil  so  great,  and  the  remedy  so 
specific,  that  he  had  ventured  on  a great  stretch  of 
power  to  realize  the  object  Now,  after  what  the 
president  had  said  on  this  subject,  any  man  who 
should  vote  to  leave  the  public  money  in  deposite 
banks  stood  openly  convicted  of  being  in  favor  of 
speculators. 

Mr.  C.  hoped  the  senator  would  not  persist  in 
his  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to  a committee  which 
he  knew  to  be  utterly  opposed  to  it.  Nothing 
could  be  more  unparliamentary.  He  hoped  the 
gentleman  would  at  least  indulge  him  with  a special 
committee. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  without  expressing  any  opinion 
on  the  merits  of  the  bill,  was  in  favor  of  its  com- 
mitment. The  subject  extended  itself  into  so  many 
ramifications,  was  so  complex  and  so  extensive, 
that  no  leading  measure  ought  to  be  adopted  in  re- 
lation to  it  without  its  previously  undergoing  the 
careful  investigation  of  a committee.  There  were 
two  counter  projects  now  before  the  senate  which 
were  essentially  incompatible  with  each  other.  One 
had  been  reported  by  the  senator  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Clay),  which  proposed  to  distribute  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands  among  the  states  on  cer- 
tain conditions;  the  other  to  deposite  the  surplus 
that  might  accrue,  under  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
of  the  last  session.  Both  these  plans,  it  was  ob- 
vious, could  not  prevail;  while  the  president  had 
recommended  the  sale  of  the  public  domain  to  ac- 
tual settlers  only.  On  this  matter  Mr.  B.  expressed 
no  opinion,  but  should  be  guided  in  a great  measure 
by  the  wishes  and  opinions  of  gentlemen  coming 
from  the  new  states. 

Should  the  president’s  recommendation  be  adopt- 
ed, there  would  probably  be  no  surplus.  He  should 
like  to  see  a responsible  report  from  the  committee 
on  finance.  On  the  question  whether  (here  would 
or  would  not  be  a surplus  on  the  1st  of  January 
next  he  expressed  no  opinion. 

While  up,  he  would  add  one  word  on  the  subject 
of  what  was  commonly  called  the  compromise  act. 
Never  should  he  forget  the  impression  made  upon  i 
his  own  mind  when  the  news  of  the  passage  of  that 
act  first  reached  him.  He  had  then  been  in  a fo- 
reign country.  The  enemies  of  liberty  throughout 
the  world  were  all  looking  to  this  country  with  anx- 
ious eye3,  and  with  hopes  highly  raised,  that  this 
last  experiment  in  favor  of  human  freedom  would 
prove  to  be  a failure.  The  most  exaggerated  ac- 
counts of  the  division  of  opinion  in  this  country,  on 
the  subject  of  the  tariff',  were  spread  throughout 
Europe,  and  the  expectation  appeared  to  be  general 


that  our  union  would  be  dissolved,  and  (he  republic 
expire.  In  such  circumstances,  when  he  heard 
that  a compromise  had  been  effected,  his  bosom 
had  been  pervaded  by  a feeling  such  as  he  had 
never  known  before.  Without  being  acquainted 
with  the  particulars  of  the  bill,  he  was  prepared  to 
approve  of  it  in  advance.  On  further  examination, 
however,  he  could  not  say  whether  he  should  have 
supported  the  bill  or  no,  but  the  country  had  re- 
ceived it;  the  great  manufacturing  and  agricultural 
interest  had  welcomed  it,  and  to  this  moment  re- 
lied upon  it  as,  in  some  sense,  the  charter  of  their 
hopes.  Other  prevailing  interests  of  the  country 
shared  in  the  feeling,  and  never  would  Mr.  B.  give 
his  vote  in  favor  of  touching  one  of  its  provisions. 
That  could  not  be  done  without  extensively  and 
injuriously  affecting,  not  only  the  agricultural  and 
manufacturing,  but  another  great  interest  of  his 
ovvn  state.  He  referred  to  the  mining  interest. 
On  the  whole,  he  hoped  that  they  should  have  a 
report  from  a committee;  and  should  it  eveu  be  ad- 
verse to  the  bill,  yet  such  were  the  well-known 
zeal,  perseverance  and  talents  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that  he  would  still 
find  ways  and  means  to  bring  the  merits  of  his  pro- 
ject fully  before  the  minds  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Walker  said  that  the  senator  from  South 
Carolina  had  appealed  to  him  to  indulge  him  with 
a special  committee.  But  that  gentleman  would 
do  well  to  remember  that,  when  on  a former  occa- 
sion he,  (Mr.  W.)  had  introduced  a bill  of  great 
importance  to  Mississippi,  and  asked  its  reference 
to  a select  committee,  that  gentleman  had  opposed 
the  motion,  and  had  sent  the  bill  to  the  committee 
on  public  lands,  w hich  he  well  knew  to  be  opposed 
to  everyone  of  its  provisions.  In  insisting,  there- 
fore, on  his  original  motion  to  refer  this  bill  to  the 
committee  on  finance,  he  had  only  followed  an  ex- 
ample w'hich  the  gentleman  had  set  him. 

Mr.  W.then  went  into  some  explanation  to  show 
that  he  had  not  misunderstood  or  misrepresented 
the  objects  of  the  senator  from  South  Carolina.  If 
that  gentleman  should  oppose  the  president’s  re- 
commendation in  regard  to  selling  the  public  lands 
to  actual  settlers  only,  it  would,  in  effect,  be  equi- 
valent to  voting  to  create  a surplus.  Mr.  W.  said 
he  had  no  wish  to  alarm  the  manufacturing  in- 
terest, tow’ard  which  he  entertained  no  hostility; 
but  he  would  now  tell  that  interest  throughout  this 
country  that,  if  they  wished  to  preserve  the  com- 
promise bill,  the  mode  was  to  prevent  an  exorbi- 
tant sale  of  the  public  lands.  If  this  were  per- 
mitted to  continue,  a surplus  revenue  could  not  be 
prevented  without  touching  the  compromise  bill. 
Mr.  W.  had,  on  the  last  session,  offered  a resolution 
calling  on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  ascertain 
and  report  to  congress  what  reduction  in.  the  tariff 
and  in  the  price  of  the  public  lands  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  bring  down  I lie  revenue  to  the  wants  of 
the  government,  but  in  such  a manner  as  not  to 
infringe  on  the  compromise.  The  senator  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webster ),  had  moved  to  lay 
that  resolution  on  the  table;  not  because  he  was  par- 
ticularly hostile  to  it,  hut  because  he  wished  to 
press  some  other  subject  which  was  before  the  se- 
nate; and  afterward  there  had  been  no  opportunity 
to  call  it  up.  Mr.  W.  should  not  now'  depart  from 
the  spirit  of  that  resolution.  He  had  no  wish  to 
violate  the  compromise,  but  desired  that  the  reduc- 
tion should  be  in  conformity  with  the  6th  section  of 
that  bill  (which  lie  read). 

The  senate  had  been  told  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay)  that  tiie  faith  of  tile  nation 
stood  pledged  to  preserve  that  bill  inviolate.  But 
that  bill  declared,  in  the  most  express  terms,  that 
the  reduction  of  the  revenue  was  not  to  be  made  by 
depositing  it  with  the  states — that  was  no  feature 
of  the  compromise,  but  by  a reduction  of  duties. 
He  had  ascertained  that  (lie  reduction  which  his 
plan  would  effect  w’ould  amount  to  three  millions  of 
dollars.  Deduct  this  from  the  eight  millions  deriv- 
ed from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  to  actual  set- 
tlers, and  it  would  leave  five  millions  of  dollars,  be- 
ing just  the  amount  which  the  senator  from  South 
Carolina  had  thought  it  was  proper  to  retain  as  an 
unexpended  balance  in  the  treasury.  Mr.  W.  in- 
sisted on  his  motion  for  referring  the  bill  to  the 
committee  on  finance. 

Mr.  Calhoun  rejoined  and  explained,  with  a view 
to  show  that  the  case  of  which  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  complained  was  not  parallel  to  the  pre- 
sent, and  still  insisted  on  the  propriety  of  allowing 
him  a special  committee.  If,  however,  the  senate 
should  resolve  to  send  this  bill  to  the  committee  on 
finance,  he  should  not  be  at  a loss  to  understand  the 
movement.  He  had  read  the  president’s  message 
attentively.  It  was  an  extraordinary  document.  He 
had  read  with  no  less  care  the  report  of  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury;  that,  too,  was  an  extraordinary- 
document.  The  perusal  had  suggested  some  suspi- 
cions to  his  mind;  and  should  tfie  present  bill  be 
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sent  to  the  finance  committee,  those  suspicions 
would  be  fully  confirmed.  Such  a measure  would 
go  far  to  convince  him  that  the  policy  of  the  admi- 
nistration was  agreed  upon,  and  that  it  would  be  to 
make  a demonstration  on  a reduction  of  the  revenue, 
but,  in  fact,  to  leave  that  revenue  in  the  deposite 
banks.  The  end  of  this  session  was  not  far  on,  and 
that  would  tell  whether  he  were  not  correct  in  his 
opinion.  He  would  now,  in  his  turn,  venture  to  be- 
come a prophet,  and  he  would  predict  that,  if  the 
present  motion  succeeded,  that  very  thing  which 
the  president  in  his  message  had  most  decidedly 
condemned  would  be  the  thing  actually  realized. — 
Notwithstanding  the  president’s  opposition  to  the 
collecting  of  the  surplus  revenue,  and  all  he  had 
said  on  its  tendency  to  promote  speculation  and  cor- 
rupt the  public  morals,  that  was  the  thing  which 
would  be  done.  He  was  sorry  he  did  not  see  the 
senator  from  New  York  (Mr.  Wright)  in  his  place. 
On  that  gentleman,  peculiarly,  lays  the  obligation 
to  provide  for  the  reduction  of  the  revenue.  Mr. 
C.  well  knew  the  difficulty  of  touching  this  subject. 
He  had  himself  had  a full  and  sound  trial  of  that 
operation.  He  knew  the  efforts  by  which  the  exist- 
ing reduction  had  been  effected,  and  he  felt  very 
sure  that  the  senator  from  New  York  could  not  be 
sanguine  in  the  expectation  of  effecting  a reduction 
to  any  great  amount.  He  had  heard  much  said  in 
private  on  that  subject,  and  he  could  not  but  regret 
that  the  president,  when  alluding  to  it  in  his  mes- 
sage, had  not  referred  to  the  difficulties  attending  it. 
Mr.  C.  thought  he  saw  how  things  were  to  go,  and 
he  thus  openly  announced  what  his  conviction  was. 
He  believed  nothing  would  be  done  to  reduce  the 
revenue;  that  the  money  would  still  be  collected, 
and  would  be  left,  not  where  it  ought  to  be  found, 
in  the  treasuries  of  the  states,  but  in  the  deposite 
banks. 

If  the  finance  committee  would  report  an  ade- 
quate reduction  of  the  revenue,  Mr.  C.  would  con- 
sent to  withdraw  his  bill.  He  should  infinitely  pre- 
fer a reduction  to  a distribution  provided  the  thing 
could  be  done.  In  the  meanwhile  the  south  claim- 
ed the  execution  of  the  compromise  bill;  it  had  not 
only  closed  a long  and  painful  controversy,  but  had 
enabled  them  to  make  some  feeble  stand  against  the 
progress  of  executive  influence.  He  concluded  by 
moving  for  a special  committee. 

Mr.  Rives  was  in  favor  of  referring  the  bill  to  the 
committee  on  finance,  but  as  the  senator  from  South 
Carolina  considered  the  denial  of  a special  commit- 
tee as  involving  some  want  of  courtesy,  he  would 
state  the  considerations  which  led  him  to  the  con- 
clusion that  that  would  be  the  proper  committee. — 
The  senator  himself  had  said,  but  yesterday,  that 
the  committee  on  finance  wa3  the  committee  to 
whom  the  entire  subject  of  the  reduction  of  the  re- 
venue specially  belonged.  The  senator  had  entered 
into  a calculation  to  show  that  there  would  be  a 
surplus  in  the  treasury  at  the  commencement  of  the 
year,  and  on  this  he  grounded  his  bill.  The  ques- 
tion, therefore,  at  the  root  of  the  whole  matter  was, 
•whether  there  would  be  such  a surplus.  This  was 
a question  which  obviously  pertained  to  the  finance 
committee.  The  gentleman,  relieving  himself  from 
every  thing  like  a pledge  to  abide  by  the  provisions 
of  the  compromise  act,  expressed  his  strong  prefer- 
ence of  a reduction  of  the  revenue  to  its  distribu- 
tion; but  the  question  whether  it  could  safely  be  re- 
duced certainly  was  a question  coming  within  the 
range  of  the  appropriate  duties  of  that  committee. 
Mr.  II.  reverted  to  the  history  of  the  compromise 
bill,  and  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  the  reflection 
that  he  had  rendered  it  his  hearty  support.  He  did 
not  now  recede,  in  the  slightest  degree,  from  the 
ground  he  had  then  occupied.  But  the  senate  was 
now  in  a different  position:  they  were  at  the  open- 
ing of  a new  session  of  congress,  and  were  enabled 
from  all  the  lights  of  past  experience  to  look  ahead 
with  somethinglika  certainty.  If  they  foresaw  the 
probability  of  a surplus  of  revenue,  they  were 
bound  to  guard  against  it  by  attempting  a reduction. 
That,  beyond  question,  was  the  true  policy.  Mr. 
R.  adverted  to  the  prophecy  by  Mr.  C.  that  the  po- 
licy of  the  administration  was  to  be  a false  and  de- 
ceitful demonstration  on  reduction  while  none  was 
to  be  made,  and  the  money  was  to  remain  in  the 
deposite  banks.  [Mr.  Calhoun  shook  his  head  at 
th?  words  false  and  deceitful.]  Well,  a demonstra- 
tion, at  all  events,  was  to  be  made,  and  all  that  had 
been  said  by  the  president  in  his  message  against 
surplus  revenue  would  turn  out  a delusion.  [Mr. 
C.  assented.]  Yet  the  gentleman  had,  no  longer 
than  yesterday,  expressed  the  highest  satisfaction 
w'ith  the  finance  committee,  and  been  lavish  of  his 
compliments  on  the  gentlemen  composing  it,  when 
the  object  was  to  refer  this  very  measure  of  reduc- 
tion to  that  committee.  Did  the  gentleman  mean 
.nothing  more  than  a demonstration ? Had  he  not  been 
an  earnest?  He  hoped  the  gentleman  had  no  such 
policy,  nor  could  he  suppose  him  to  have. 


Mr.  Calhoun  repelled  the  charge  of  inconsistency. 
He  had  been  in  favor  of  sending  the  subject  of  a re- 
duction of  the  revenue  to  the  committee  on  finance, 
because  he  considered  the  subject  as  appropriate  to 
their  specific  duties;  but  he  was  opposed  to  sending 
this  bill  to  that  committee,  because  they  were  known 
to  be  adverse  to  its  object.  In  one  case  he  had  gone 
on  the  great  parliamentary  principle  that  proposi- 
tions were  to  be  referred  to  committees  favorable  to 
the  object  proposed;  and  in  the  other  case,  he  still 
had  sent  it  to  a committee  at  least  not  unfavorable 
to  the  measure.  He  was  rejoiced  to  hear  the  honor- 
able senator  from  Virginia  declare  so  explicitly  that 
he  did  not  regret  the  course  he  had  taken  in  refer- 
ence to  the  compromise  bill;  he  was  confident  the 
gentleman  never  would  have  reason  to  repent  the 
able  and  honorable  course  he  had  pursued  on  that 
memorable  occasion;  and  he  trusted  the  gentleman 
would  agree  in  sentiment  with  those  who  were  op- 
osed  to  leaving  the  public  money  in  the  deposite 
anks.  Mr.  C.  had  given  many  evidences  of  his 
desire  that  a reduction  should  be  made  in  the  reve- 
nue; and  had,  on  a former  occasion,  sent  a bill  to 
the  committee  on  manufactures  for  that  object, 
which  afterwards  had  passed  the  senate  almost  una- 
nimously, and  had  been  sent  to  the  other  house,  af- 
ter which  it  was  never  again  heard  of.  He  was  not 
the  man,  however,  to  disturb  the  terms  of  the  com- 
promise, which  had  so  happily  been  effected,  un- 
less it  should  be  done  by  common  consent.  The 
south  were  prepared  to  assent  to  such  a step,  and  if 
the.  north  would  also  agree  to  it,  there  need  be  no 
difficulty  in  the  case.  The  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia seemed  to  suppose  that,  because  it  was  the  du- 
ty of  the  finance  committee  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion whether  there  was  likely  to  be  a surplus  reve- 
nue or  not,  therefore,  this  bill  ought  to  be  sent  to 
them.  The  argument  was  too  wide;  on  the  same 
principle,  every  proposition  which  related  to  the  ap- 
plication of  any  portion  of  the  public  resources 
must  be  sent  to  that  committee.  It  would  swallow 
up  almost  all  the  business  of  the  senate.  He  con- 
cluded by  demanding  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  ques- 
tion of  commitment. 

Mr.  Rives  briefly  rejoined.  As  the  senator  from 
South  Carolina  was  only  conditionally  in  favor  of 
the  proposition  in  the  bill,  in  the  event  that  there 
would  be  a surplus,  and  that  the  revenue  could  not 
be  reduced;  and  as  the  question  whether  it  could  be 
reduced  belonged  confessedly  to  the  committee  on 
finance,  it  involved  no  violation  of  the  parliamenta- 
ry principle  to  which  the  senator  had  alluded,  to 
send  this  bill  to  that  committee.  Mr.  R.  hoped  he 
should  not  be  understood  as  wishing  wantonly  to  in- 
terfere with  the  provisions  of  the  compromise  bill; 
he  vvas  far  from  desiring  any  such  thing.  He  held 
the  compromise  in  great  respect,  as  having  effected 
a great  national  good  in  the  settlement  of  an  agitat- 
ing and  alarming  question.  But  he  was  free  to  say 
that,  if  any  mode  could  be  devised  of  bringing  down 
the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  government  without 
interfering  with  the  enactments  of  that  bill,  he 
should  be  opposed  to  disturbing  them  in  anyway. 
But  it  was  a fundamental  duty  of  legislation  to  dis- 
pense with  all  unnecessary  taxes,  and  reduce  the 
burdens  of  the  people  as  far  as  the  necessities  of 
government  would  permit.  If  this  could  not  be 
done,  without  touching  some  parts  of  the  compro- 
mise bill,  it  must  be  touched;  but  if  it  could,  then 
that  bill,  in  all  its  provisions,  ought  to  be  sacredly 
maintained. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Walker's  motion  to  refer  the 
bill  to  the  committee  on  finance  being  now  put,  the 
vote  stood  as  follows:  yeas  22,  nays  22.  The  yeas 
and  nays  being  equal,  the  chair  voted  in  the  affirma- 
tive; and  the  bill  was  committed  accordingly  to  the 
committee  on  finance. 

[For  the  yeas  and  nays  see  page  270.] 


THE  DEPOSITE  BANKS,  &c. 

From  the  National  Gazette , of  January  5. 

It  has  occurred  to  us  that  the  document  published 
below  (the  authority  of  which  is  unquestionable) 
may  throw  some  light  on  two  or  three  objects  of  in- 
quiry proposed  in  Mr.  Garland’s  resolution.  It  is 
a circular  letter  addressed  by  R.  M.  Whitney  to  the 
officers  of  certain  deposite  banks,  and  pretty  con- 
clusively shows  the  close  political  connexion  be- 
tween that  gentleman  and  the  government,  the  na- 
ture of  some  of  his  duties,  and  the  means  by  him 
deemed  legitimate  to  effect  the  objects  of  his  agen- 
cy. In  the  debate  of  last  Saturday,  Mr.  Thompson, 
of  South  Carolina,  said:  [Here  follows  a quotation 

from  Mr.  T’s  speech.] 

We  are  unable  to  predict  how  far  all  these  topics 
of  inquiry  are  likely  to  be  elucidated  by  the  labors 
of  the  committee;  but  if  the  honorable  member  will 
take  the  trouble  to  read  this  letter,  he  will  probably 
be  satisfied  that  the  representation  in  the  official 
message  of  the  6th  of  December,  touching  the  oner- 
ous and  unjust  operation  of  the  act  of  the  preceding 


session  upon  the  deposite  banks,  by  which  their  ac- 
tion and  accountability  were  defined,  was  suggest- 
ed by  the  same  spirit  which  on  the  7th,  was  prompt 
to  enforce  the  representation  by  a studied  commen- 
tary upon  it,  directly  addressed  to  those  banks.  He 
will  also  draw  his  own  inferences  touching  the  con- 
sistency of  that  administration  whose  various  organs 
and  ministers  have  never  ceased  to  protest  against 
the  pernicious  influence  of  a moneyed  institution 
upon  legislative  freedom  and  integrity,  when  he 
sees  a person  from  the  very  bosom  of  that  adminis- 
tration officially  dictating  the  repeal  of  an  act  of 
congress  by  means  of  the  powerful  impulses  of  a 
combination  ol  banks  upon  the  opinions  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  national  legislature. 

Should  any  curiosity  be  excited  as  to  the  autho- 
rity upon  which  this  communication  is  made  pub- 
lic, it  will  be  sufficient  for  us  to  suggest,  that  it 
may  appear  to  some  of  the  officers  of  the  institu- 
tions to  which  it  was  addressed,  that  their  agent 
has  overstepped  the  line  of  his  duty  in  forgetting 
the  true  objects  of  his  appointment,  and  intriguing 
against  the  continuance  of  a fair  and  legitimate  re- 
gulation. Should  such  prove  to  be  the  case,  we 
applaud  their  independence.  If  the  surmise  is  un- 
founded, and  Mr.  Whitney’s  proceedings  are  unex- 
ceptionable, no  injury  can  accrue  to  him.  If,  on  the 
contrary,  he  has  mistaken  the  limits  of  his  office  and 
his  duty,  the  people  will  be  enlightened,  and  the 
country  benefited  by  a knowledge  of  the  proceed- 
ing. 

Washington,  Dec.  7,  1836. 
Dear  sir:  I should  consider  that  1 was  remiss 
in  discharging  the  duty  which  I owe  to  those  banks 
which  employ  me  to  reside  here  to  attend  to  their 
interests,  were  I to  remain  inactive  on  the  present 
occasion.  You  will  have  seen  that  the  president, 
in  his  annual  message  to  congress  of  yesterday,  in 
relation  to  the  operation  of  the  1-w  of  the  last  ses- 
sion of  congress  regulating  the  deposite  banks,  says 
it  is  believed  that  it  “operates  onerously  and  unjust- 
ly upon  many  of  them  in  many  respects.”  He  just- 
ly recommends  a modification  of  that  law,  so  as  to 
remove  such  operation. 

I believe  that  few  of  the  banks  are  aware  what 
they  are  chargeable  with  under  that  law.  I will 
explain:  all  sums,  while  in  transitu,  are  chargeable 
with  interest;  for  instance,  a bank  at  New  Orleans, 
which  is  required  to  transfer  money  to  Boston,  must 
pay  interest  upon  it  until  it  is  placed  at  the  credit 
of  the  treasurer  at  that  place,  although  it  may  be 
money  transferred  to  New  Orleans  from  St.  Louis 
on  Natchez.  This  is  not  all;  the  New  Orleans 
bank  must  pay  interest  upon  this  money  while  in 
its  possession,  although  it  derives  no  use  of  it,  but 
is  employed  in  making  preparations  to  transmit  it 
to  the  point  ordered. 

The  same  in  cases  where  transfers  are  ordered 
from  New  York  to  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina, 
Georgia  and  Virginia. 

This  must  certainly  be  pronounced  an  “unjust 
operation  of  the  law.” 

What  is  considered  an  “onerous”  part  of  the  law, 
is  the  exaction  of  any  interest  at  all.  The  bank  of 
the  United  States  never  paid  any  interest  on  the 
public  deposites,  and  for  ten  years  prior  to  1833 
they  averaged  eight  millions  of  dollars.  That  insti- 
tution rendered  no  greater  service  than  the  deposite 
banks  do  to  the  government  in  performing  the  du- 
ties of  disbursing  agents. 

The  services  rendered  in  the  way  of  transferring 
the  public  money  from  one  place  to  another  by  the 
deposite  banks  are  nearly  lburfold  those  rendered 
by  the  bank  of  the  United  States  in  any  one  year; 
and  that  too  by  a small  number  of  the  deposite' 
banks. 

It  is  believed  that  the  greatest  sum  ever  transfer- 
red by  the  bank  of  the  United  States  in  any  on* 
year  was  in  1832,  amounting  to  $(16,000,000.  Dur- 
ing the  year  ending  the  1st  of  October,  1836,  the 
transfers  actually  made  and  paid  by  the  deposite 
banks  amounted  to  $39,319,894,  and  the  amount 
transferred  and  paid  between  the  1st  of  October  and 
the  6th  of  November,  was  $5,399,000,  and  the 
amount  of  transfer  warrants  outstanding  at  that 
date  was  $14,450,000,  making  an  aggregate  of 
$59,168,894.  This,  I venture  to  say,  is  without  a 
precedent  in  any.  commercial  country.  The  trans- 
fers made  by  the  bank  of  the  United  States  were 
generally  between  the  Atlantic  cities,  or  from  the 
east  to  the  west,  in  all  of  which  cases,  if  there  was 
not  a profit  growing  out  of  making  them,  they  were 
not  attended  with  loss;  while  millions  of  the  trans- 
fers made  by  the  deposite  banks  have  been  in  an 
inverse  direction,  and  have  been  attended  by  both  a 
heavy  loss  and  risk  to  the  banks  that  have  been 
called  upon  to  make  them. 

It  is  a remarkable  fact,  which  shows  the  ability 
of  a small  number  of  the  state  banks  to  perform  all 
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■the  fiscal  duties  of  the  government,  that  nearly  all 
these  transfers  have  been  made  by  sixteen  banks. 

In  the  negotiation  of  the  domestic  exchanges,  the 
ability  of  the  deposite  banks  to  grant  all,  and  even 
greater,  facilities  to  the  community  than  were  ever 
derived  from  the  bask  of  the  United  States,  is  most 
fully  demonstrated,  and  the  contrast  in  the  opera- 
tions of  a few  of  them,  compared  with  those  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  is  not  less  striking  than 
that  in  the  transfers  of  the  public  money  made  by 
the  two.  The  domestic  exchange  transactions  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  its  twenty-five 
branches,  were  stated  by  Mr.  Binney,  in  his  speech 
in  1834,  to  be  $225,G17,910.  This  embraced  some 
items  which  I do  not  consider  to  come  legitimately 
within  transactions  which  should  be  embraced  un- 
der that  head.  By  returns  which  have  been  re- 
ceived from  nineteen  of  the  deposite  banks,  their 
transactions  for  the  year  ending  the  1st  of  October 
last,  embracing  the  same  items  of  their  operations 
as  those  included  in  Mr.  Binney’s  statement, 
amounted  in  the  aggregate  to  $420,463,211.  If  the 
legitimate  transactions  of  each  only  were  stated,  I 
believe  the  contrast  would  be  still  greater. 

The  important  services  rendered  to  the  govern- 
ment, in  the  various  duties  devolving  upon  a small 
number  of  the  deposite  banks,  as  well  as  the  facili- 
ties granted  the  community  by  an  almost  equally 
small  number,  are  fully  appreciated  here;  nor  wiil 
it  be  overlooked  by  those  whose  characters  were 
staked  upon  the  success  of  the  measure,  the  faith- 
ful manner  in  w'hich  the  original  deposite  banks 
executed  the  duties  which  they  were  required  to 
perform,  and  the  aid  which  was  derived  from  them 
in  carrying  out  successfully  the  “experiment”  of 
employing  state  banks  as  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  go- 
vernment, in  place  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
amidst  an  opposition  and  warfare  to  defeat  it  with- 
out a precedent  in  this  country. 

There  is  another  fact  which  ought  not  to  be  for- 
gotten: that,  in  the  transfers  of  the  public  money 
and  the  domestic  bill  transactions  performed  by  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  the  whole  was  perform- 
ed by  one  and  the  same  institution,  directed  by  the 
same  head,  w'hile,  in  the  case  of  the  deposite  banks, 
the  whole  has  been  performed  by  separate  and  dis- 
tinct institutions,  each  of  which  has  been  obliged 
to  rely  on  its  own  resources. 

I know  that,  both  here  and  elsewhere,  those  who 
feel  a desire  for  the  success  of  the  “experiment”  of 
employing  state  banks  as  fiscal  agents,  have  always 
been  opposed  to  the  tax  of  interest  required  under 
the  deposite  bill,  and  will  both  encourage  a relin- 
quishment of  any  interest  which  may  have  accru- 
ed already,  but  also  to  repeal  the  operation  of  the 
act  for  the  future. 

The  services  to  the  government,  and  the  facilities 
rendered  the  community,  which  I have  already  de- 
tailed, furnish  strong  grounds  for  such  claim  on  the 
part  of  those  banks  which  have  performed  them; 
but  there  are  others  which  apply  to  nearly  all — 
such  as  the  aid  given  out  carrying  on  the  views  of 
the  administration  in  supplying  a metallic  currency 
under  the  acts  of  congress,  and  also,  in  many  in- 
stances, in  relinquishing  a circulation  of  small  notes, 
•which  was  valuable  to  the  bank,  and  substituting 
fhe  precious  metals  in  their  place. 

It  is  my  intention  to  exert  myself  to  have  a sub- 
stitute at  the  present  session  for  the  law  of  the  last 
session,  free  of  objections;  and  also  to  obtain  a re- 
peal of  that  part  of  the  latter  requiring  the  payment 
of  interest  by  the  deposite  banks,  both  retrospec- 
tively and  prospectively. 

It  will  aid  me  much  if  the  directors  of  the  va- 
rious banks  to  whom  I send  tiiis  will  address  letters 
to  such  members  of  each  house  as  they  may  be  ac- 
quainted with,  impressing  upon  them  the  onerous 
duties  which  have  been  performed  by  the  deposite 
banks,  the  injustice  done  many  of  them  by  the  ex- 
action of  interest  as  the  law  is  now  construed,  and 
the  magnanimity  which  congress  would  display  by 
a totarrelinquishment  of  interest  altogether,  both 
past  and  for  the  future. 

Another  argument  might  be  employed,  but  it 
would  be  impolitic  to  make  use  of  it  with  members, 
which  is  this:  that  as  soon  as  the  sum  in  the  treasu- 
ry comes  to  be  reduced  by  the  operation  of  the  de- 
posite law,  the  banks  which  will  be  continued  will 
hardly  find  it  an  object  to  subject  themselves  to  the 
expense  of  acting  as  fiscal  agents,  for  the  use  of 
the  small  sum  which  each  can  have,  even  without 
paying  any  intefest  whatever.  Before  the  close  of 
next  year,  we  must  go  back  to  as  small  a number 
of  deposite  banks  as  were  employed  prior  to  the 
passage  of  the  deposite  act;  consequently,  with  but 
few  exceptions,  the  newly  selected  banks  will  have 
to  become  as  they  were.  All  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject had  better  be  promulgated  here;  it  is  my  inten- 
tion speedily  to  commence  upon  that  subject,  first, 
by  enlightening  congress  in  relation  to  the  facts,  of 
which  I am  sure  most  of  the  members  are  ignorant, , 


and  then  to  proceed  to  carry  through  my  object;  i 
and  I hope  I may  receive  all  the  support  possible  1 
from  those  immediately  interested  in  the  way  I 
have  pointed  out. 

I shall  send  this  communication  to  very  few  of 
the  banks  not  of  the  original  selection,  and  I trust 
that  all  to  whom  1 do  send  it  will  view  it  as  one 
not  to  be  made  public,  though  not  marked  confiden- 
tial. 

Permit  me  to  say  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in 
adopting  such  measures  as  may  be  considered  ex- 
pedient. 

I would  add  one  further  suggestion — that,  in  all 
cases  where  letters  may  be  written  upon  this  sub- 
ject, a willingness  be  expressed  to  aid  in  future  to 
the  full  extent  of  the  ability  of  the  bank,  as  far  as 
circumstances  will  permit,  the  carrying  out  of  the 
measure  of  substituting  a metallic  for  a paper  me- 
dium, within  the  limit  fixed  by  the  president  (20 
dollars). 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

P.  S.  I shall  be  happy  to  learn  what  steps  are  ta- 
ken by  those  to  whom  this  will  be  addressed,  as 
well  as  to  receive  instructions  from  those  whose 
agent  I am. 

To  the  editors  of  the  Globe: 

A circular  letter,  lately  addressed  by  me  to  some 
of  the  deposite  banks,  and  to  but  few  that  I am  not 
in  regular  correspondence  with,  and  employed  by, 
has  made  its  appearance  in  the  public  newspapers. 

That  letter  contained  the  following  injunction: 
“I  trust  that  all  to  whom  I do  send  it  (the  letter) 
will  view  it  as  one  not  to  be  made  public,  though  not 
marked  confidential. 

It  was  under  these  circumstances  the  letter  was 
written,  and  therefore  less  attention  was  paid  to  the 
phraseology  than  would  have  been,  had  it  not  have 
been  a private  and  confidential  communication. 

Exceptions  are  taken,  I learn,  to  some  expres- 
sions employed  in  the  letter,  and  very  justly,  too,  if 
it  can  be  supposed  that  I intended  either  the  as- 
sumption of  authority,  or  any  thing  disrespectful  to 
congress,  which  the  opposition  presses  are  endea- 
voring to  impress  on  the  mind  of  the  public  that 
the  language  of  the  letter  contains. 

The  facts  which  led  to  the  communication  in 
question  are  simply  these.  Shortly  after  the  pas- 
sage of  the  deposite  law  of  the  last  session  of  con- 
gress, some  of  the  banks  wrote  to  me  to  ascertain 
and  inform  them  of  the  construction  that  was  given 
to  different  parts  of  it;  that  in  relation  to  interest, 
which  they  are  required  under  the  law  to  pay,  in 
particular.  They  were  informed  that  such  a con- 
struction was  given  to  the  law  as  would  require 
them  to  pay  interest  on  all  sums  under  orders  for 
transfer,  while  preparing  to  make  such  transfers,  as 
well  as  while  in  transitu,  and  until  placed  at  the 
credit  of  the  treasurer  by  the  bank  to  which  the 
transfer  might  be  ordered  to  be  made  This  appear- 
ed to  them  so  unreasonable,  that  some  of  the  most 
important  of  the  deposite  banks  were  seriously  dis- 
posed to  decline  the  agency  of  the  government. 

To  these  I wrote,  and  advised  them  not  to  give  it 
up,  but  to  continue  to  perform  what  was  required 
of  them,  although  onerous,  until  the  meeting  of 
congress.  I also  stated  to  them,  that  I felt  con- 
fident that  congress  could  not  have  foreseen  the  un- 
just operation  of  the  law;  and  that  I felt  equally 
confident,  when  that  body  should  be  apprised  of  it, 
they  would  so  modify  the  law  as  to  give  them  relief 
for  its  past,  as  well  as  to  remove  its  future  continu- 
ance; and,  as  their  agent,  I stated  that  I would  do 
all  in  my  power  to  obtain  this  relief  for  them. 

Accordingly,  I suggested  to  the  officers  of  the 
banks  in  my  letter,  the  expediency  of  writing  them- 
selves to  their  friends  and  acquaintances  in  con- 
gress, pointing  out  to  them  the  exaction  which  they 
are  subject  to,  and  soliciting  them  to  aid  in  giving 
relief. 

Many  of  the  banks  themselves  remained,  until 
very  recently,  entirely  ignorant  of  the  construction 
given  to  the  law,  or  of  what  they  would  he  charge- 
able with  under  it,  and,  as  may  be  supposed,  ex- 
pressed some  surprise  when  informed. 

In  regard  to  a diminution  of  the  number  of  banks 
now  employed,  I have  always  understood  that  it 
would  take  place  as  soon  as  the  surplus  money  is 
disposed  of.  That  supposition  has  been  confirmed 
by  the  suggestion  contained  in  the  report  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  that  the  head  of  that  de- 
partment bo  clothed  with  authority  by  congress  to 
discontinue  such  as  may  be  unnecessary.  I have 
good  reason  for  supposing  that  many  of  the  banks 
lately  selected  consider  that  they  are  but  temporari- 
ly employed. 

These  are  the  simple  and  plain  facts  concerning 
the  origin  and  object  of  a private  letter,  which  I 
feel  confident  has  been  obtained  in  a clandestine 
manner,  and  thrown  before  the  public.  Of  such 


importance  did  the  National  Gazette  man,  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, view  it  to  the  nation,  that  its  discovery 
and  circulation  was  hastened,  by  being  despatched 
in  slips  by  the  express  mail. 

R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

January  9,  1837. 


REPORT  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE 
TREASURY, 

Transmitting  statements  of  the  transfers  of  public  mo- 
neys, in  obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  senate  of 
the  20 th  instant. 

Treasury  department,  Dec.  26,  1836. 
Hon.  Martin  Van  Buren,  president  of  the  senate: 

Sib:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port, in  further  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the 
senate,  passed  the  20th  instant,  directing  “that  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  communicate  to  the  senate 
a detailed  statement  of  all  transfers  of  public  mo- 
neys ordered  since  the  23d  of  June  last,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  executing  the  act  of  that  date  for  regulating 
the  deposites  of  the  public  money;  showing  the 
dates  and  amount  of  such  transfers;  from  what  place, 
to  what  place;  from  what  bank,  to  what  bank;  and 
the  times  allowed  for  such  transfers,  respectively; 
also  a similar  statement  of  all  transfers  other  than 
such  as  were  made  in  execution  of  the  aforesaid 
act.” 

From  the  manner  of  making  transfers  which  has 
long  prevailed  in  this  department,  the  cause  for  mak- 
ing them  does  not  appear  on  the  face  of  the  transfer 
draft,  nor,  in  general,  on  any  record. 

The  cause  of  any  particular  transfer  is,  therefore, 
usually  known  to  no  person  except  the  secretary, 
who  orders  it;  and,  hence,  such  transfers  as  have 
been  issued  “since  the  23d  of  June  last,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  executing  the  act  of  that  date  for  regulating 
the  deposites  of  the  public  money,”  and  which  are 
called  for  in  the  first  part  of  the  resolution,  cannot 
be  discriminated  from  any  others,  called  for  in  the 
last  part  of  the  resolution,  and  which  may  not  have 
been  made  in  execution  of  the  aforesaid  act,  unless 
the  secretary  is  able  to  do  it,  and  from  memory  ra- 
ther than  the  records. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  avoid  any  mistakes  as  to 
the  whole  amount  of  transfers  directed,  from  all 
causes  wdiatever,  within  the  period  mentioned,  the 
treasurer  was,  on  the  day  the  resolution  reached  me, 
required  to  prepare  an  exhibit  of  the  whole  since 
the  23d  of  June  last,  and  to  accompany  it  by  the  de- 
tails desired  in  the  resolution,  as  to  the  times  of  pay- 
ment and  the  names  of  the  bank  to  and  from  which 
they  have  been  respectively  ordered. 

The  whole  amount  of  these  transfers  which 
have  taken  effect,  or  been  paid,  appears  to  be 
$20,129,385. 

Those  which  have  not  taken  effect,  and  are  not 
payable,  many  of  them  till  January,  February, 
March  and  April  of  next  year,  equal  $12,910,000; 
making  the  whole  amount  ordered  $35,039,385. 

To  be  able  to  decide,  nearly  as  practicable,  what 
portion  of  these  have  been  directed  “for  the  purpose 
of  executing  the  deposite  act,”  and  what  portion  if 
any,  fi»r  other  objects,  it  will  be  necessary  to  advert 
to  the  following  facts  and  explanations.  The  de- 
partment supposes  that  they  may  all  be  construed 
by  some  as  having  been  ordered  for  that  purpose, 
because  they  w'ere  all  issued  under  the  authority  of 
that  act,  and  the  supplement  to  it,  passed  July  4, 
1836.  But  a portion  of  them  having  been  issued 
with  a view  to  facilitate  disbursements,  and  make 
payments,  at  convenient  points,  of  the  appropria- 
tions by  congress,  may  not  in  strictness,  perhaps, 
be  considered  by  others  as  ordered  for  the  purpose 
of  executing  the  act,  and  hence  w ill,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, be  estimated  by  themselves.  The  amount  of 
them,  though  not  attainable  with  exactness,  can  by 
a few  considerations,  probably  be  separated  and 
computed  distinctly  from  the  rest  with  sufficient 
certainty  for  any  general  object  contemplated  by 
the  resolution. 

Thus,  the  sum  in  the  treasury  subject  to  draft  on 
the  23d  of  June  1S36.  was  about  $34,000,000.  Of 
this  amount  about  $6,200,000  were  then  under  trans- 
fer to  different  places,  and  to  take  eflect  at  future 
periods,  for  purposes  of  safety,  and  affording  facili- 
ty to  future  disbursements. 

On  the  passage  of  the  deposite  law',  however,  and 
in  execution  of  the  first  section  of  it,  prohibiting 
any  amount  over  three-fourths  of  the  capital  of  any 
bank  to  be  left  in  it  any  longer  than  was  necessary 
to  select  new  banks,  and  to  complete  the  transfers 
proper  for  removing  the  excess,  it  became  indispen- 
sable to  transfer  for  that  purpose  alone,  about 
$18,300,00(1.  New  transfers  for  this  whole  amount 
became  necessary,  except  in  a few  cases  where  the 
transfers  outstanding  tended  to  accomplish  that  ob- 
ject, though  in  other  cases  they  quite  as  much  re- 
tarded it.  The  department,  therefore,  took  imme- 
diate steps,  even  before  the  adjournment  of  congress, 
to  comply  with  this  direction  of  the  law.  But,  it 
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was  at  once  perceived  that,  by  the  peculiar  phrase- 
ology adopted  in  the  deposite  act,  It  was  very  doubt- 
ful whether  any  of  these  new  transfers  could  be 
made  to  banks  in  other  states  than  those  where  the 
money  then  was,  unless  done  to  facilitate  the  public 
disbursements,  or  unless  suitable  and  sufiicient 
banks  to  hold  the  excess  could  not  be  obtained  in 
the  latter  states;  and  hence,  that  the  transfers  of  any 
of  it,  for  the  puspose  of  beginning  the  equalization 
of  the  surplus  among  the  different  states,  could  not 
probably,  in  any  case,  however  convenient,  be  car- 
ried on  at  the  same  time,  or  be  commenced  before 
the  1st  of  January  next.  These  impressions  were 
communicated  by  me  in  reply  to  several  members 
of  congress  who  inquired  at  the  department  on  the 
subject  and  wished  new  banks  selected,  and  trans- 
fers made  under  the  new  act,  immediately  from 
states  where  the  public  money  had  greatly  accumu- 
lated beyond  their  proportion  to  other  states  where 
large  deficiencies  existed. 

Accordingly,  the  form  of  a bill  was,  at  their  re- 
quest, prepared,  which  might,  if  congress  deemed 
it  proper  to  legislate  further  on  the  subject,  remove 
the  supposed  difficulty,  and  which,  with  some  mo- 
difications, afterwards  passed  into  a supplemental 
law,  on  the  4th  of  July  last.  Consequently,  in  any 
subsequent  proceedings  to  accomplish  those  first 
transfers  of  $18,300,000,  with  a view  to  equalize 
the  amount  among  different  banks,  in  conformity  to 
the  first  section  of  the  deposite  act,  it  was  consider- 
ed that  congress,  by  the  supplemental  act,  express- 
ly intended  to  remove  the  doubts  and  objections  be- 
fore entertained  to  the  course  previously  proposed, 
of  combining  with  the  division  of  the  excesses 
among  new  banks,  the  commencement  of  the  ap- 
portionment of  the  deposites  among  the  different 
deficient  states,  preparatory  to  a gradual  and  easy 
payment  to  the  states  themselves  the  ensuing  year. 

In  several  cases,  therefore,  both  objects  or  pur- 
poses, when  convenient,  were  seasonably  united, 
and  with  a mitigated  and  more  beneficial  effect,  it 
is  believed,  on  the  whole  administration  of  the  law, 
and  the  condition  of  the  money  market  generally, 
than  if  all  the  transfers  to  all  the  different  states  had 
been  delayed  till  next  year,  and  at  that  time  have 
been  ordered  in  much  larger  sums. 

But  as  the  payments  were  not  required  to  be 
made  into  the  state  treasuries  till  the  first  of  Janua- 
ry next,  and  quarterly  thereafter  during  the  year,  it 
will  be  seen  by  the  exhibit  that  few  or  no  separate 
transfers  have  yet  been  ordered  for  equalization 
among  the  states  disunited  with  the  other  purpose 
of  equalization  among  the  banks,  except  such  as 
were  to  take  effect  the  next  year,  near  the  dates 
when  the  several  payments  are  due  to  the  states 
themselves,  and  none  whatever  have  been  ordered  to 
remain  permanently,  except  in  cases  where  great 
excesses  existed  in  some  states,  to  be  reduced,  and 
deficiencies  in  others  to  be  supplied,  and  where,  if 
desired  on  account  of  greater  convenience  merely 
in  point  of  time,  they  have  not  been  postponed  to 
1837.  The  distinction  between  permanent  and  tem- 
porary transfers  is  adverted  to  in  the  above  remarks, 
because,  though  that  distinction  does  not,  any  more 
than  the  cause  of  the  transfer,  appear  on  its  face, 
yet  it  often  happens,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  schedule 
B,  that  transfers  are  made  from  one  place  to  another 
on  account  of  its  being  more  easy  in  the  course  of 
trade  and  exchange  to  have  the  money  go  to  that 
other  place  in  the  first  instance,  temporarily,  and  af- 
terwards be  forwarded  further  by  new  transfers, 
and  with  greater  public  convenience,  to  the  place 
where  it  is  permanently  to  remain  till  expended. 

If  this  be  done  sometimes,  in  the  first  step  of  its 
progress,  without  a rigid  regard  to  deficiencies  or 
excesses,  in  the  bank  or  state  receiving  the  money, 
yet,  in  the  next  and  final  step  of  transferring  it  to 
its  ultimate  destination,  those  are  always  strictly 
adhered  to. 

In  several  cases,  also,  where  the  transfers  are  at 
first,  for  the  convenience  of  commerce,  or  other  pro- 
per cause,  ordered  to  banks  in  an  amount  beyond 
three-fourths  of  theircapital,  it  will  be  seen  that,  be- 
fore all  the  transfers  take  elfect  or  become  paid, 
other  transfers  are  ordered  from  the  receiving  banks, 
so  as  to  prevent  them  from  holding  permanently 
more  than  the  amount  prescribed  in  the  law.  But, 
besides  the  transfers  of  the  $18,300,000,  rendered 
imperative  to  equalize  the  money  among  the  banks, 
there  has  been  an  accruing  revenue  since  the  depo- 
site  act  passed,  amounting  to  nearly  $22,500,000, 
and  most  of  which,  being  at  first  paid  into  the  banks 
where  an  excess  already  existed,  and  hence  not  by 
law  retainable  there,  has  also  been,  necessarily, 
placed  under  transfer  to  some  other  banks,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  congress, 
except  so  far  as  while  accumulating,  the  revenue, 
whether  new  or  old,  has  in  part  been  used  to  meet 
current  expenditures  at  the  places  where  collected. 

In  addition  to  all  these  removals  of  money,  ren- 
dered indispensable  under  the  12th  section  of  the 


I act,  and  amounting  in  all  to  over  forty  millions  of 
dollars,  except  the  deduction  of  the  current  expen- 
ditures at  those  points,  equalling  perhaps  one-third 
of  the  whole  $17,500,000,  which  have  been  paid  out 
on  appropriations  since  last  June,  other  transfers, 
to  the  amount  of  $700,000,  authorised  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supplying  the  mint  with  metal  for  coining, 
as  explained  in  my  annual  report,  have,  under  the 
direction  of  the  president  and  advice  of  the  direc- 
tor, been  made  to  promote  the  execution  of  that  de- 
sirable object. 

The  result  of  the  whole  is,  that  the  amount  of 
transfers  ordered  to  execute  only  these  purposes 
would  be  about  $30,666,666,  or  but  seven  to  eight 
millions  less  than  all  the  transfers  ordered  since  the 
deposite  act  passed. 

This  residue  is  near  the  whole  amount  which  has 
propably  been  required  to  be  transferred  for  facilitat- 
ing the  public  disbursements  at  other  points,  amount- 
ing, since  June  last,  at  those  other  points,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, to  about  $12,000,000  out  of  the  whole. — 
This  sum  is  only  from  one  to  two  millions  larger 
than  the  transfers  outstanding  for  this  and  a similar 
purpose  when  the  deposite  act  passed,  and  is  less 
than  the  average  amount  required  during  the  two 
years  before  the  act  passed,  as  well  as  while  the 
United  States  bank  was  employed  as  the  depository 
of  the  public  money  in  the  expenditure  of  a similar 
sum.  This  is  the  nearest  approximation  which 
can  be  made  to  the  amount  which  has  been  transfer- 
red since  June  last,  not  strictly  perhaps  “for  the 
purpose  of  executing  the  act,”  provided  that  the 
clause  in  it  by  which  they  are  authorised  be  not  so 
understood  in  connection  with  the  resolution  as  that 
these  transfers  may  be  properly  considered  as  made 
“for  the  purpose  of  executing  the  act.” 

The  dates  of  the  particular  transfers  which  were 
made  exclusively  to  aid  disbursements,  and  the 
names  of  the  banks  from  and  to  which  they  were 
made,  cannot  now  be  distinguished  from  the  others, 
except  by  some  general  circumstances,  which  may 
be  briefly  indicated.  They  embrace  a portion  of  all 
those  transfers  which  have  been  made  to  places 
w’here  the  public  money  is  disbursed  to  a large 
amount  for  any  legitimate  purpose,  and  especially 
in  the  deficient  states.  Besides,  some  of  these 
transfers  required  in  over  one-half  of  the  states  of 
the  union,  the  largest  amounts  rendered  necessary 
to  meet  appropriations  since  the  22d  of  June  last 
have  been  to  New  Hampshire,  chiefly  for  the  navy 
yard  and  pensions;  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  for 
various  great  public  expenditures  of  almost  every 
description:  to  Norfolk,  Virginia,  very  large  sums 
for  the  navy  yard  and  fort  near  that  place;  to 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  Savannah  and  Au- 
gusta, Georgia,  as  well  as  to  New  Orleans;  for  the 
prosecution  of  Indian  hostilities  and  disbursements 
anticipated  on  our  south  western  frontier,  and  to 
Tennessee,  as  well  as  the  other  places  last  named, 
a sufficiency  to  meet  heavy  payments  connected 
with  the  removal  of  the  Cherokees,  Creeks  and  Se- 
minoles  beyond  the  Mississippi. 

The  explanation  of  both  branches  of  the  last  re- 
solution, and  of  the  tabular  statements  referred  to, 
in  answer  to  the  call  of  the  senate,  might  here  be 
closed,  had  not  the  treasurer  prepared  the  schedule 
of  transfers  in  a form  only  chronological,  when  it 
might  be  desirable  to  some  members  to  have  the 
results  presented  in  their  connection  with  the  situa- 
tion of  the  different  states  as  bearing  on  the  amount 
of  deposites  of  public  money  within  each  as  well 
before  these  transfers  began,  in  June  last,  as  at  the 
date  of  this  inquiry,  and  both  of  these  as  compared 
with  the  proportion  of  deposites  which  the  states 
will  respectively  be  entitled  to  receive  under  the 
act.  An  exhibit  has,  therefore,  been  added,  which 
gives  in  round  numbers  the  proportion  each  state 
would  be  entitled  to  receive  from  a distribution  of 
deposites  amounting  to  $37,000,000;  and  in  other 
columns  the  amount  on  deposite  in  each  state  sub- 
ject to  draft  about  the  time  the  act  passed,  and  also 
at  the  present  time. 

By  this  document,  and  those  on  the  subject  of  the 
deposite  banks,  submitted  to  the  senate  with  my 
last  annual  report,  and  connected  with  the  present 
call.it  will  be  seen  that  sufficient  transfers  have  al- 
ready been  issued,  though  all  have  not  yet  become 
payable,  to  execute  the  1st  section  of  the  act,  prohi- 
liiting  more  money  to  remain  in  any  bank  than 
three-fourths  the  amount  of  the  capital.  It  deserves 
notice,  however,  that  the  revenue  has  increased 
over  our  expenditures  during  the  last  six  months 
constantly,  and  in  such  large  amounts,  as  to  keep 
up  to  the  present  moment,  and  imperatively  requires 
almost  weekly  transfers  and  weekly  selections  of 
new  banks,  in  order  to  comply  with  the  above  di- 
rection of  the  deposite  law.  But  the  utmost  care 
has  been  exercised,  while  endeavoring  to  enforce 
the  spirit  of  the  law'  on  this  point,  to  take  every 
precaution  to  prevent,  as  far  as  practicable,  any 


unnecessary  derangement  or  pressure  in  the  money 
market,  by  affording  reasonable  time  lor  all  those 
transfers  to  be  effected,  varying  the  notice  given  by 
this  department  to  all  the  parties  concerned,  gene- 
rally according  to  the  amount  and  distance,  from 
thirty  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  days,  and  in  se- 
veral cases  to  a longer  period,  so  as  to  enable  the 
banks  easily  to  remove  the  money  by  bills  of  ex- 
change, drafts,  bank  balances  and  other  satisfactory 
remittances,  and  by  allowing  the  payment  to  be 
made,  as  has  always  been  usual,  at  the  places  to 
which  the  money  is  to  be  transferred,  unless  the 
bank  making  the  transfers  prefers  to  pay  them  at 
its  own  counter. 

But  it  will  be  seen,  at  the  same  time,  that  while 
all  has  thus  been  accomplished  which  w'as  deemed 
necessary  to  execute  the  purpose  of  the  1st  section 
of  the  deposite  act,  dividing  the  excesses  among 
different  banks,  and  to  aid  the  operations  of  the 
mint  under  the  13th  section,  and  to  facilitate  our 
very  large  disbursements  the  last  half  year,  and  lor 
a few  months  to  come,  at  the  necessary  points,  yet 
the  other  and  last  process  of  transfers  for  the  ap- 
portionment of  the  deposites  among  the  states  in 
the  prescribed  proportions,  so  as  to  be  gradually 
and  seasonably  ready  for  payment  to  each  state  the 
next  month,  and  quarterly  thereafter  during  the 
year,  has  made  but  little  progress  since  June,  by 
means  of  transfers  to  the  several  states  then  defi- 
cient, and  has  not  been  thus  completed  in  a single 
case,  unless  the  state  of  Ohio  be  considered  an  ex- 
ception. Her  contiguity  to  other  states  which 
had  not  banking  capital  sufficient  to  hold  the  great 
accumulation  in  them,  has  required  the  department, 
under  the  act,  in  order  to  execute  the  1st  section 
alone,  to  place  enough  within  her  limits  by  trans- 
fers from  only  the  neighboring  states,  to  supply, 
with  the  aid  of  collections  there,  any  deficiency  be- 
fore existing,  and  all  the  current  expenses  of  the 
government,  with  some  excess  for  transmission 
elsewhere. 

Very  unequal  sums  have  been  placed  in  some 
states  from  the  same  unequal  cause;  a cause  not 
within  the  control  of  this  department,  but  yielded 
to  under  the  express  directions  of  the  depos'ite  act. 
It  deserves  notice  under  this  head,  that  of  the  other 
states  which  were  deficient  last  June,  being  as  ap- 
pears by  the  table  C,  seventeen  in  nuinber,  all 
except  Indiana  still  remain  deficient,  in  sums  rang- 
ing from  $150,000  to  $1,600,000  each,  and  requir- 
ing in  the  whole,  to  produce  an  equality,  nearly 
$11,000,000  more  to  be  paid  from  other  states,  be- 
sides about  two-thirds  of  the  five  millions  to  be  re- 
served next  month  to  defray  current  expenditures. 
Indiana  has  since  been  filled  up  and  now'  has  an 
excess  of  more  than  a million,  derived  from  the 
large  sales  of  land  within  her  limits,  and  not  from 
transfers. 

On  the  other  hand,  all  of  the  states  w hieh  last 
June  had  an  excess,  still  retain  one,  except  Mary- 
land, which  has  now  only  about  her  just  proportion. 
In  all  of  them,  likewise,  with  a single  exception, 
those  excesses,  instead  of  being  much  diminished 
by  large  transfers  to  a distance,  or  payments  at 
home  beyond  the  accruing  revenue  within  their 
limits,  have  been  all  increased,  and  in  several  cases 
in  such  great  amounts  as  to  range  from  a third  of  a 
million  to  two  millions  higher  than  they  did  in 
June.  That  exception  is  New  York;  but  which, 
at  the  same  time,  has  been  diminished  only  about 
$100,000,  and  still  retains  an  excess  beyond  her 
proportion,  and  mostly  in  her  commercial  capital, 
of  over  six  and  one-fourth  millions  of  dollars. 

If,  looking  to  the  whole  amount  in  the  treasury 
when  the  deposite  act  passed,  and  to  the  propor- 
tions then  on  deposite  within  the  several  states, 
and  to  the  proportions  of  it  they  were  then  entitled 
to  receive,  on  the  principles  of  the  tv.  o acts,  provid- 
ed all  excesses  had  then  at  once  been  reduced  and 
all  deficiencies  supplied,  it  will  be  seen  that  they 
did  not  then  vary  over  one  and  a half  millions 
from  what  is  still  to  be  accomplished  in  the  present 
state  of  things;  and  consequently,  that,  during  die 
six  months  which  have  since  elapsed,  the  operation 
of  equalization  among  the  states  has  not  been 
begun  or  consummated;  because  not  found  easy 
and  convenient,  while  carrying  on  the  other  impe- 
rative operations  under  the  law',  beyond  the  small 
extent  of  less  than  two  millions  of  dollars. 

But,  however  difficult  the  apportionment  among 
the  slates  must  be  when  it  all  goes  into  final  effect 
merely  from  the  collection  and  paving  over  such 
immense  sums  into  new  hands,  and  how  ever  wide- 
ly and  with  what  embarrassment  some  of  the 
money  must,  in  the  end,  depart  from  the  nsual 
channels  of  commerce  and  of  our  fiscal  operations, 
the  directions  of  the  act  in  this  respect,  as  stated 
in  my  annual  report,  could  not,  with  propriety,  be 
neglected  by  the  department,  and  are  in  the  course 
of  completion  at  the  proper  periods  within  the  en- 
suing year. 
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Thus,  among  the  transfers  already  ordered,  but 
not  to  take  effect  till  1S37,  it  will  be  seen,  by  the 
table  annexed,  (B,)  that  a portion  of  them  will  in 
a few  months  somewhat  reduce  these  excesses,  and 
a portion  of  the  existing  deficiencies  will,  by  the 
same  transfers,  be  further  filled  up  or  supplied  — 
Tut  considerable  parts  of  the  excesses  in  several 
states,  after  leaving  a due  proportion  of  the  five 
millions  continuing  in  the  treasury  to  meet  the  cur- 
rent expenditures  there,  are  now  so  situated  that 
they  will  not  be  actually  put  under  transfer  till  the 
beginning  of  each  quarter  in  1337,  and  will  then  in 
general  be  made  directly  to  the  agent  of  the  state 
to  which  they  now  are,  or  can,  by  law,  hold  them 
till  wanted  for  the  several  state  treasuries.  Care, 
however,  will  be  taken  to  give  a suitable  general 
notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  all  these  subsequent 
transfers,  as  has  been  done  concerning  the  preced- 
ing ones.  Indeed,  as  long  ago  as  the  1st  of  last 
November,  the  department  addressed  a circular  to 
almost  every  deposite  bank,  notifying  it  of  the  pro- 
bable amounts,  times  and  places,  of  all  future  trans- 
fers or  payments  which  were  expected  to  be  made 
from  it  to  the  several  states  in  the  course  of  the 
ensuing  year. 

These  banks  will  thus  enjoy  a longer  time  than 
usual  to  make  preparations  for  completing  most  of 
these  last  transfers  to  the  states  themselves,  by 
having  60  days  notice  in  all  cases,  and  in  others  an 
additional  time  of  three,  six  and  nine  months. 

The  necessity  for  further  explanations  upon  this 
subject  is  not  perceived,  except  to  remark  that,  in 
all  cases  where  the  amount  transferred  was  not  re- 
quired for  expenditure,  the  transfers  which  were 
made  exclusively  for  division  of  the  money  among 
the  banks  have  been  arranged  to  the  nearest  practi- 
cable and  convenient  points  where  public  money 
was  either  collected  or  disbursed,  and  banks  could 
be  selected  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  law 
under  which  °they  were  ordered.  The  practice, 
which  had  heretofore  prevailed,  of  transferring 
chiefly  from  one  great  section  of  the  country  to 
another,  according  to  the  course  of  the  commercial 
operations  between  them,  was  prohibited  by  the 
12th  section  of  that  law,  except  for  the  purpose  of 
facilitating  expenditures,  or  except,  as  under  the 
supplemental  act,  it  has  in  few  cases,  and  may 
hereafter  in  many,  become  necessary  and  permissi- 
ble in  transfers  made  either  principally  or  wholly 
with  a view  to  begin  to  execute  in  some  cases,  and 
in  others  to  complete,  the  execution  ol  that  part  of 
the  law  apportioning  the  deposites  in  ratable  pro- 
portions among  the  different  states.  When  atempt- 
in<r  either  of  those  objects,  independent  of  the 
others,  the  former  practice  has  been  strictly  adher- 
ed to,  and  the  whole  operations  under  the  act  has 
been  rendered  as  easy  as  possible  to  the  banks 
making  the  transfers,  and  as  little  inconvenient  or 
injurious  to  the  money  market  and  the  commercial 
community  as  was  practicable  without  departing 
from  the  express  enactments  of  congress. 

Respectfully  yours,  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

[The  accompanying  exhibits  are  too  voluminous 
for  publication— but  for  a table  showing  the  ge- 
neral result,  see  page  306.] 


TWENTY-FOURTH  CONGRESS, 

SECOND  SESSION SENATE. 

January  6.  A message  of  an  executive  charac- 
ter was  received  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  through  Andrew  Jackson,  jr.  his  private  se- 
cretary. 

Mr.  White  presented  a petition  relating  to  alleg- 
ed violations  of  the  tariff,  which  was  referred. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  the  petition  of  a num- 
ber of  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  praying  appropria- 
tions for  a court  house  for  the  United  States  district 
court,  and  also  for  a penitentiary.  Mr.  B.  remark- 
ed that  he  believed  the  Pennsylvania  penitentiary 
system  had  been  carried  to  perfection;  and  as  it 
would  be  necessary  for  the  United  States  to  have 
something  of  the  kind,  it  appeared  to  him  no  more 
than  suitable  that  they  should  commence  in  Phila- 
delphia. He  moved  to  refer  the  petition  to  the  ju- 
diciary committee,  and  hoped  they  would  give  it 
due  attention. 

Mr.  Calhoun  had  no  objection  to  the  reference, 
but  hoped  the  judiciary  committee  would  pause 
long  before  commencing  a penitentiary  system  for 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Grundy  said  he  should  not  object  to  the  re- 
ference to  the  committee;  but  he  imagined  the 
committee  had  no  reason  to  pause  long  on  the  sub- 
ject. They  would  be  ready  in  a short  time  to  re- 
port on  the  whole  subject. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  was  sorry  to  find  that  the 
chairman  of  the  judiciary  committee  had  already 
made  up  his  mind  on  this  subject.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  United  States 


| to  erect  penitentiaries,  and  that  it  could  not  be 
'avoided.  As  long  as  the  United  States  had  to  in- 
flict penalties  for  violations  of  the  laws  of  the  coun- 
try, some  system  of  punishment  must  be  provided. 
He  thought  a system  of  this  kind  could  in  no  way 
be  dangerous,  and  could  not  infringe  on  the  rights 
of  the  states.  He  did  not  expect  the  least  opposi- 
tion to  the  proposal,  or,  perhaps,  he  would  not  have 
made  it. 

The  petition  was  then  referred. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  the  petition  of  John  McLane, 
of  Virginia,  praying  the  passage  of  a general  law 
in  relation  to  unsurveyed  islands,  under  twenty 
acres,  belonging  to  the  United  States.  Referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  chair  appoint  a member  of 
the  committee  on  private  land  claims,  in  the  place 
of  Mr.  Porter,  resigned. 

Mr.  Nicholas  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs, 
reported  several  bills,  which  were  ordered  to  a se- 
cond reading,  and  will  be  noticed  in  their  progress. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr.  Cal- 
houn, and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  the  senate,  as  early  as  practi- 
cable, the  undrawn  appropriations  on  the  1st  day 
of  January  instant,  with  the  date  of  the  acts  mak- 
ing such  appropriations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  (Mr.  Ewing,  of  Ohio, 
having  been  called  home  by  sickness  in  his  family) , 
the  senate  proceeded  to  the  further  consideration  of 
the  joint  resolution  repealing  the  treasury  order  of 
July  last,  &c.  The  question  being  on  the  substi- 
tute offered  by  Mr.  Rives,  for  refusing  by  the  Unit- 
ed States  the  paper  of  such  banks  as  should  issue 
bills  under  certain  specified  denominations. 

Mr.  Southard  addressed  the  senate  on  the  subject 
at  large,  in  continuation  and  conclusion  of  his  for- 
mer remarks  on  the  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  when  Mr.  Southard 
had  concluded  his  remarks,  this  subject  and  all  the 
other  previous  orders  were  postponed,  and  the  se- 
nate proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  the  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives 
supplementary  to  the  act  for  establishing  a mint 
and  regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  committee  on 
finance,  extending  the  limit  of  wastage  allowed  to 
the  chief  coiner  from  one-thousandth  part  to  one  and 
a half  one-thousandth  part,  was  adopted,  and  the 
bill  so  amended  was  reported  to  the  senate. 

Mr.  Wright  entered  into  various  explanatory  de- 
tails, showing  some  small  changes  contemplated  by 
the  bill.  After  which  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table;  but  subsequently  was  taken  up  and 
ordered  to  a third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  previous  orders 
were  postponed,  and  the  bill  granting  five  years’ 
full  pay  to  captain  Samuel  Warren,  of  the  revolu- 
tion, was  considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  senate  spent  a 
short  time  in  executive  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robbins,  the  report  of  the  na- 
vy commissioners  on  an  examination  of  Narragan- 
set  bay,  with  a view  to  the  establishment  of  a naval 
depot,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr.  Tip- 
ton,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a surveyor  general’s  office  in  the  state  of 
Indiana. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  till  Monday. 

January  9.  The  chair  presented  the  credentials 
of  hon.  Samuel  Prentiss , re-elected  senator  for  six 
additional  years,  from  the  state  of  Vermont. 

Also,  the  credentials  of  hon.  William  C.  Preston, 
re-elected  senator  from  the  state  of  South  Carolina. 

The  chair  presented  a communication  from  the 
state  department,  with  a report  of  the  names  of 
the  clerks  employed  in  that  department,  and  of  the 
amount  of  their  compensation  during  the  past  year. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  war  department, 
with  the  report  of  the  second  auditor,  showing  the 
amount  of  expenditures,  &c.  in  the  military  estab- 
lishment of  the  United  States. 

A number  of  petitions  were  presented  and  ap- 
prooriately  referred. 

Air.  Walker  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
lands,  reported  with  an  amendment,  which  was 
read,  the  bill  extending  the  time  of  issuing  scrip 
for  United  States  military  land  warrants. 

Also,  with  an  amendment,  the  bill  authorising 
the  relinquishment  of  the  16th  sections  of  lands, 
for  the  use  of  schools,  and  the  entry  of  other  lands 
in  lieu  thereof. 

Mr.  Rugglcs,  from  the  special  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  late  conflagration  of  the  patent  office,  to 
consider  on  the  best  method  of  repairing  the  loss, 
reported  a bill'for  that  purpose;  which  was  read; 


ordered  to  a second  reading,  and  2,000  extra  copies 
of  the  report  and  documents  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed. 

A number  of  resolutions  of  inquiry,  which,  by 
rule,  lie  over,  were  presented,  and  will  be  noticed 
when  acted  on. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  establishing 
the  mint  and  regulating  the  coin  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  previous  orders  were 
postponed,  and  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  further 
consideration  of  the  joint  resolution  rescinding  the 
treasury  order  of  July,  1836. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Rives’  substitute,  Mr. 
Strange  addressed  the  senate  on  the  subject  general- 
ly. Mr.  Webster  followed  Mr.  Strange  in  a few 
remarks,  explanatory  of  his  opinions  relating  to 
this  subject,  expressed  in  1816,  which  had  Been 
several  times  referred  to,  and  he  maintained  their 
entire  consistency  with  his  opinions  on  the  subject 
at  the  present  time.  Air.  Rives  having  obtained 
the  floor  for  to-morrow, 

On  motion  of  Air.  Grundy,  the  senate  spent  some 
time  in  executive  business,  and  then  adjourned. 

January  10.  A message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States  in  regard  to  a com- 
munication by  caned  or  rail  road  between  the  At- 
lantic and  Pacific  oceans,  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Isthmus  of  Panama,  intimating  the  inexpediency  of 
any  action  at  present  by  the  United  States 

The  chair  presented  a communication  from  the 
treasury  department,  with  a statement  of  the  names, 
condition  and  dates  of  contract,  of  two  deposite 
banks  recently  selected. 

A number  of  petitions  were  presented  and  re- 
ferred, and  several  reports  received  from  commit- 
tees, when  Messrs.  Fulton  and  Bayard  offered  re- 
solutions ot  inquiry,  which  will  be  noticed  in  their 
progress. 

The  house  bill  for  the  relief  of  Orange  II.  Dibble,, 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a second  reading. 

The  house  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  P.  Letcher 
and  Thomas  P.  AIoore,was  read  twice  and  referred.. 

On  motion  of  Air.  Hubbard,  the  bill  providing- 
compensation  for  the  loss  of  horses  and  other  pro- 
perty in  the  military  service  of  the  Ur-ited  States, 
was  taken  up,  amended  as  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  payment  of  revolutionary  and 
others  pensioners,  for  1837,  was  taken  up,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  further  consideration 
of  the  joint  resolution  to  rescind  the  treasury  order 
of  July,  1836,  &c.  together  with  the  substitute  of- 
fered therefor  by  Air.  Rives. 

Air.  Rives  spoke  at  large  on  the  subject  of  the  re- 
solution and  the  amendment.  After  whom, 

Air.  Clay  rose  and  said  that  he  desired  to  submit 
to  the  senate  a few  considerations  on  the  subject 
under  debate;  but  as  the  hour  wras  somewhat  late, 
the  senate  might  prefer  that  he  deferred  what  he 
had  to  say  till  to-morrow,  and  proceed  for  the  re- 
mainder of  to-day  to  some  other  business;  where- 
upon, 

On  motion  of  Air.  Brown,  the  senate  adjourned. 

January  II.  Air.  Kent  presented  the  credentials 
of  John  S.  Spence,  elected  by  the  legislature  of 
Maryland  a senator  from  that  state  to  fill  the  place 
vacated  by  the  death  of  the  honorable  R.  H.  Golds- 
borovgh  till  the  4th  of  March  next. 

After  the  reception  and  disposition  of  sundry 
reports  and  petitions,  the  chair  presented  a com- 
munication from  the  treasury  department,  with  the 
returns  made  to  that  department  by  the  incorporat- 
ed banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  1836. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered  and  by 
rule  lie  over  one  day. 

By  Air.  Walker — Resolved,  That  the  state  of 
Texas,  having  established  and  maintained  an  inde- 
pendent government,  capable  of  performing  those 
duties,  foreign  and  domestic,  which  appertain  (o 
independent  governments,  and  it  appearing  that: 
there  is  no  longer  any  reasonable  prospect  of  the 
successful  prosecution  of  the  war  by  Mexico  against 
said  stale,  it  is  expedient  and  proper,  and  in  con- 
formity with  the  law's  of  nations,  and  the  practice 
of  this  government  in  like  cases,  that  the  inde- 
pendent political  existence  of  said  slate  lie  acknow  - 
ledged by  the  government  of  (he  United  States. 

(Mr.  W.  accompanied  his  resolution  with  a few 
rsmarks,  urging  the  consistency  of  the  resolution 
with  tho  president's  message  on  tin's  subject,  ami 
stating  that  lie  had  this  morning  received  informa- 
tion that  the  attempted  invasion  of  Texas  by  Mexico 
had  utterly  failed;  the  invading  army  had  been 
broken  up,  and  the  small  remnant  were  destitute  oP 
arms,  ammunition,  and  subsistence.) 

By  Mr.  Davis — Resolved,  That  the  committee  on 
commerce  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
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diency  of  making  some  provision  for  the  nautical 
education  of  American  seamen. 

By  Mr.  Tomlinson— Resolved,  That  the  commit- 
tee on  pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  continuing  the  office  of  commissioner 
of  pensions  for  a limited  period. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Orange  H.  Dibble  was 
read  second  time,  and  referred. 

The  bill  providing  compensation  for  horses  and 
other  property  lost  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States,  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

Also,  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  pay- 
ment of  revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  for  the 
year  1837. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  special  order,  the 
further  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution  rescind- 
ing the  treasury  order  of  July,  1836,  &c.  together 
with  the  amendment  or  substitute  thereto  offered 
by  Mr.  Rives. 

Mr.  Clay  addressed  the  senate  on  the  subject 
generally.  Mr.  Ruggles  made  a few  remarks  in  re- 
ply to  Mr.  Clay,  to  which  Mr.  Clay  briefly  re- 
sponded. 

Mr.  Niles  moved  to  refer  the  whole  subject  to 
the  committee  on  public  lands,  and,  in  connexion 
with  some  desultory  remarks,  urged  the  great  and 
growing  importance  of  the  subject,  as  demanding 
such  a reference. 

Mr.  Calhoun  briefly  characterized  the  treasury 
order  as  unconstitutional,  without  law,  without 
precedent,  without  any  authority  whatever.  Its 
temporary  character,  under  which  refuge  had  re- 
cently been  taken,  was  no  where  to  be  seen;  on 
the  contrary,  it  still  continued  in  force,  when  the 
executive  himself  ought  to  have  repealed  it,  if  it 
had  been  temporary.  If  it  should  be  now  referred, 
he  could  see  no  reason  for  referring  it  to  the  com- 
mittee on  public  lands.  It  partook  wholly  of  a 
financial  character,  and  its  proper  reference  was, 
therefore,  to  the  committee  on  finance.  Mr.  C. 
said  he  depended  on  the  action  of  that  committee 
whether  there  should  be  a recurrence  of  that  state 
of  things  in  the  ensuing  year  as  well  as  the  past, 
which  had  been  used  as  a pretext  for  the  treasury 
order.  That  state  of  things,  he  urged,  depended 
entirely  on  an  accumulation  of  the  surplus  in  the 
deposite  banks,  where  it  would  not  remain  for  no- 
thing, but  would  be  employed,  as  it  had  been,  in 
speculating  on  the  public  lands.  To  the  commit- 
tee on  finance  he  also  looked  for  a reduction  of 
duties,  if  that  should  be  adopted  as  a preventive. 
The  whole  subject  properly  belonged  to  that  com- 
mittee, to  which  Mr.  C.  would  move  to  refer  it,  if 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Niles  should  fail. 

Mr.  Black  opposed  the  reference.  Much  time 
had  already  been  consumed  in  debating  all  the 
questions  immediately  involved,  and  all  having  any 
relation  to  it.  It  was  time  for  action.  He  was 
prepared  to  vote.  He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  he  considered  the  treasury  order  illegal  and 
highly  impolitic.  It  was  a question  in  which  his 
constituents  were  deeply  interested,  laboring,  as 
they  were,  under  the  embarrassments  arising  from 
this  executive  law  or  order.  It  had  been  intimated 
by  the  senator  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Niles)  that 
this  measure  was  to  be  delayed  by  the  committee 
to  see  the  result  of  other  measures.  Deeming, 
therefore,  prompt  action  necessary  to  relieve  the 
people  of  the  state  he  in  part  represented,  and  con- 
sidering this  motion  for  reference  one  of  delay,  he 
asked  the  privilege  of  recording  his  vote  against  it, 
and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays.  He  was  for  action. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  concurred  entirely  with  the  se- 
nator from  Mississippi.  All  the  propositions  be- 
fore the  senate  were  simple,  and  easily  understood. 
He  hoped  the  subject  would  not  be  referred  at  all. 

Mr.  Tipton  also  opposed  any  reference.  Half 
the  session  was  now  nearly  gone,  and  the  subject 
had  been  well  debated.  He  deemed  it  very  im- 
portant to  his  constituents  and  the  community  that 
all  doubt  on  this  subject  should  be  removed  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Mr.  Webster  briefly  urged  that,  if  a reference 
should  be  made  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  made  to  the 
committee  on  finance. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Niles's  mo- 
tion, and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Da- 
na, Ewing,  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard, 
King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Niles, 
Page,  Rives,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Strange,  Tall- 
madge,  Walker,  Wall,  White,  Wright — 22. 

NAYS — Messrs,  Bayard,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Moore, 
Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Sevier,  Swift, 
Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Webster — 19. 

So  the  whole  subject  of  the  treasury  order,  of 
July,  1836,  w'as  referred  to  the  committee  on  pub- 
lic lands. 

After  a short  executive  session,  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 


HOCSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Jan.  6.  The  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  a communication  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  transmitting  a statement  in  obedience  to 
the  act  fixing  the  compensation  of  the  public  minis- 
ters and  of  consuls  residing  on  the  coast  of  Barba- 
ry, and  for  other  purposes,  approved  May,  1810; 
which  communication  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  foreign  affairs. 

The  speaker  also  laid  before  the  house  a commu- 
nication from  the  secretary  of  state,  transmitting  a 
report  respecting  the  clerks  employed  in  that  de- 
partment during  the  past  year,  and  the  amount  of 
compensation  paid  to  each;  which  communication 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Boon,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
reported  a bill  to  anest  monopolies  of  the  public 
lands,  and  to  prohibit  the  sales  thereof  except  to 
actual  settlers;  which  was  twice  read,  and  commit- 
ted. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  a bill  to  admit  Michigan  into  the  union; 
which  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Gillett,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  of. 
fered  a resolution  for  the  reprinting  of  sundry  docu- 
ments in  relation  to  the  reorganization  of  the  trea- 
sury department,  and  fie  number,  compensation  of 
custom-house  officers,  kc.  Sic.  and  for  the  printing 
of  certain  manuscript  documents  thereto  appended. 

This  resolution  gave  rise  to  a desultory  debate, 
the  result  of  which  was,  that  the  manuscript  docu- 
ments alone  were  ordered  tobe  printed.  The  house 
then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  private  bills, 
and  after  the  resolution  for  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts of  Orange  H.  Dibble  had  been  read  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading,  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Robert  Letcher  and  Thomas  P.  Moore, 
came  up  on  its  final  passage. 

Mr.  Lane  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that 
question.  Mr.  Underwood  moved  the  recommitment 
of  the  bill  to  the  commitment  of  the  whole  house 
on  the  state  of  the  union.  After  a few  words  from 
Messrs.  Huntsman  and  Lane,  Mr.  Williams,  of 
North  Carolina,  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  of  recommitment.  After  a few  remarks 
from  Mr.  Mann,  of  New  York,  Mr.  Anthony  called 
for  the  previous  question.  Mr.  Rencher  moved  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were 
—Yeas  35,  nays  157.  So  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  table  was  lost. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  seconding  the 
previous  question,  the  house  seconded  the  same — 
Ayes  83,  noes  46.  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caroli- 
na, called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of 
taking  the  main  question;  but  the  house  refused  to 
order  them.  And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to 
be  now  put.  Mr.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main  question;  which  were 
ordered.  And  the  main  question,  “Shall  the  bill 
pass?”  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— Yeas  125,  nays  64.  So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Several  other  private  bills  were  considered,  but 
without  passing  finally  upon  them,  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Saturday,  Jan.  7.  The  hon.  Mr.  Gholson,  mem- 
ber from  the  state  of  Mississippi,  appeared,  was 
qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

A number  of  reports  from  the  committee  on  in- 
valid and  the  committee  on  revolutionary  pensions, 
were  severally  read  and  laid  on  the  table.  Mr.  Stor- 
er  from  the  last  named  committee  made  an  unfavora- 
ble report  on  the  petition  of  John  Whitman,  of  East- 
bridge,  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  for  a pension, 
for  services  performed  in  the  revolutionary  war. 

Mr.  S.  moved  that  the  report  be  referred  back  to 
the  said  committee,  with  instructions  to  report  a bill 
granting  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had  but  a few  words  to  say  in  sup- 
port of  his  motion.  The  petitioner  was  a man  of 
the  age  of  one  hundred  and  tivo  pears,  and  he  asked 
a pension  as  a revolutionary  soldier.  The  commit- 
tee had  refused  the  pension  because  there  was  not 
positive  evidence  that  the  petitioner  had  served  six 
months,  as  required  by  the  law  of  1802.  He  had 
proved  five  months’  service,  and  his  own  affidavit 
deposed  to  a service  of  six  weeks  lomrer,  making 
more  than  the  period  of  six  months.  He  had  re- 
ceived a commission  as  a lieutenant  from  the  conti- 
nental congress,  dated  March  20,  1776;  and  he  was 
known  to  be  a man  of  unquestionable  veracity. — 
Underthese  circumstances,  the  majority  of  the  com- 
miltee  thought  he  had  established  his  claim  to  a 
pension.  The  only  question  was,  whether  the  one 
month's  service  had  been  sufficiently  proved.  The 
probability  was  that  no  similar  case  would  again  be 
brought  before  the  consideration  of  congress. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Storerw as  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Harjier,  Wardwell,  Rencher  and  Pearce,  of  Rhode 
Island,  on  the  ground  that  the  petitioner’s  claim  wai 


opposed  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill  on  the  subject; 
and  advocated  by  Messrs.  Granger  and  Storer  as  a 
case  in  which  those  provisions  might  properly  be 
overlooked.  Finally  Mr.  Rencher  moved  to  lay  the 
report  and  accompanying  documents  on  the  table; 
which  motion  was  rejected.  Mr.  Slorer  then  with- 
drew his  motion  to  re-commit,  with  instructions; 
and  Mr.  Reed  moved  to  commit  the  report  and  do- 
cuments to  the  committee  of  the  whole  house.  The 
motion  prevailed;  and  the  report  and  documents 
were  committed  accordingly. 

Mr.  Bell  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  Tuesday 
next,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a bill  to  secure  the  free- 
dom of  elections. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour  was 
the  resolution  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  U.  Allan: 

Be  it  resolved,  That  a select  committee  of  one 
member  from  each  state  be  appointed,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  inquire  into  the  justice  and  expediency 
of  making  to  each  of  the  thirteen  original  American 
states,  together  with  each  of  the  states  of  Vermont, 
Maine,  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  such  grants  of  the 
public  lands,  for  the  purposes  of  education,  as  will 
correspond  in  a just  proportion  with  those  heretofore 
made  in  favorofthe  first-named  states  and  territories, 
and  that  said  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise.  But,  to  avoid  the  objection  of  one  state 
holding  land  in  another,  the  committee  is  directed 
to  insert  a clause  in  the  bill  which  they  may  report, 
roviding  that  the  grants  to  be  made  thereby,  shall 
e subject  to  sale  under  the  laws  of  the  general  go- 
vernment now  in  force,  and  that  the  proceeds  aris- 
ing therefrom  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  states  entitled 
to  the  same. 

To  which  resolution  Mr.  Vinton  heretofore  offer- 
ed the  following  amendment: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  inquiry  extend  to  all  the 
states,  and  that  the  said  committee  be  further  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  inserting 
a clause  in  said  bill  to  pay  said  new  s’ates  the  value 
of  the  improvements  made  by  them  on  the  public 
lands,  or  to  pay  to  them  Ihe  amount  the  public  lands 
would  have  Been  assessed  for  taxes,  if  they  had  been 
private  property. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  heretofore  moved  to 
amend  the  resolution,  “by  extending  its  provisions 
to  all  the  states  of  'he  union.” 

To  which  amendment  Mr.  Claiborne,  of  Missis- 
sippi, heretofore  offered  the  following  amendment: 

“And  provided  that  no  such  grants  shall  interfere 
with,  or  be  located  upon  the  claim  or  improvement 
of  any  actual  settler  on  the  public  lands.” 

Mr.  Lane,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  having 
risen  to  address  the  house,  Mr.  C.  Allan  requesteS 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  to  yield  the  floor  for  a 
moment,  to  enable  him  to  offer  a modification  of  the 
first  part  of  the  preamble  thereto,  by  substituting 
the  word  “grants,”  for  “donations.” 

Mr.  Lane  having  declined  yielding  the  floor,  the 
speaker  said  the  modification  could  not  now  be 
made. 

Mr.  L.  then  proceeded  to  address  the  house  at 
length  in  opposition  to  the  resolution.  He  denied 
the  truth  of  the  assumption  that  the  lands  were  ced- 
ed as  a donation;  and  contended  that  they  were 
grants  made  upon  contract,  and  for  which,  not  a no- 
minal, but  a full,  fair  and  bona  Jide  consideration 
had  been  paid  by  the  states,  by  the  surrender  of  the 
right  of  taxing  the  public  domain,  and  by  the  con- 
struction of  works  of  improvement,  which  had  en- 
hanced, to  a vast  extent,  the  value  of  the  public  do- 
main in  the  several  states  in  which  it  was  situated. 

Mr.  L.  had  not  concluded  his  remarks  when,  the 
hour  having  elapsed,  Mr.  E.  Whittlesey  called  for 
the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Yell,  by  consent,  offered  an  amendment  to 
the  above  resolution,  in  order  that  the  same  might  be 
printed. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Y.  the  resolution,  with  all 
the  pending  amendments,  were  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed together. 

The  house  refused  to  suspend  the  rule  to  permit 
Mr.  Thompson  to  offera  resolution  directing  the  com- 
mittee on  the  militia  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  publishing  gen.  Macomb’s  and  major  Cooper's 
works  on  tactics;  and  a resolution  directing  the  com- 
mittee on  military  affairs  to  cause  an  examination  to 
be  made  l>y  a board  of  officers  of  certain  improve- 
ments in  fire  arms  by  Cochran,  Hall,  kc.  kc. 

Mr.  Thomas  asked  the  house  at  this  time  to  take 
up,  on  its  first  and  second  reading,  the  bill  from  the 
senate,  now  on  the  speaker’s  table,  entitled  “An  act 
to  admit  the  state  of  Michigan  into  the  union,  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  states.”  Objections 
having  been  made,  Mr.  Vanderpoel  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rule  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up,  on  their 
first  and  second  reading,  the  bills  from  the  senate 
now  on  the  speaker’s  table;  which  motion  prevailed 
— Ayes  119,  noes  2.  So  the  rule  was  suspended. 

The  above  mentioned  bill  having  been  read  twice, 
Mr.  Thomas  said  he  was  instructed  by  the  commit- 
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tee  on  the  judiciary  to  move  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  until  Tuesday  next,  and 
that  it  be  made  the  special  order  of  the  day,  after 
one  o’clock,  for  that  day  and  each  succeeding  day, 
at  the  same  hour,  (Friday  and  Saturday  excepted), 
until  finally  disposed  of.  Mr.  T.  was  proceeding  to 
state  that  there  was  a difference  of  opinion  among 
the  members  of  the  judiciary  committee  as  to  the 
mode  of  action  which  the  house  would  adopt. 

The  speaker  said  the  motion  could  not  be  debated. 

Mr.  Robertson  moved  to  commit  the  bill  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  house  on  the  state  of  the 
union. 

Mr.  Hardin  was  understood  to  suggest  that  com- 
mitment was  indispensable,  inasmuch  as  the  clause 
in  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  surplus  revenue  was 
tantamount  to  an  appropriation.  And  the  question 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  was  thereupon  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  negative — Yeas  99,  nays  71.  So 
the  motion  to  postpone  and  make  the  bill  the  spe- 
cial order  was  rejected.  The  question  recurring  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson. 

Mr.  Thomas  moved  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  until  Tuesday  next.  Mr. 
Robertson,  in  support  of  his  motion  to  commit,  said 
that,  in  substance,  if  not  in  terms,  the  bill  contained 
an  appropriation  which,  in  itself,  was  a sufficient 
ground  to  desire  its  commitment.  If  ever  a bill  had 
come  before  the  house  which  ought  to  go  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
that  bill  was  the  present. 

And  the  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas 
(the  same  having  priority  over  a motion  to  commit) 
was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — Yeas  95, 
nays  not  counted.  So  the  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  was  postponed  until  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Jenifer  made  an  ineffectual  motion  to  suspend 
the  rule,  to  enable  him  to  offer  a resolution  calling 
on  the  department  for  certain  information  in  rela- 
tion to  the  exports  of  tobacco. 

Some  other  business  was  transacted,  an  account 
of  which  will  be  given  hereafter;  after  which,  the 
house  adjourned. 

Monday,  Jan.  9.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Mams, 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested,  if,  in  his  judgment,  not  incompatible 
with  the  public  interest,  to  communicate  to  this 
house  copies  of  the  correspondence  with  the  de- 
partment of  state  and  with  the  Peruvian  govern- 
ment, of  the  late  Win.  Tudor,  jr.,  consul  of  the 
United  States,  and  their  political  agent  in  Peru,  from 
the  27th  of  March,  1824,  to  the  15th  of  May,  1827. 
Also,  the  correspondence  of  the  said  William  Tudor 
with  the  department  of  state,  and  with  the  govern- 
ment of  Brazil,  while  he  was  charge  d’affaires  of 
the  United  States  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  until  his  de- 
cease. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  called  for  in  the  or- 
der of  states  and  territories,  and  were  presented  by 
Messrs.  Evans  and  Jarvis,  of  Maine;  and  Messrs. 
Jackson,  Borden  and  .Mams,  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Mams  rose,  and  said  he  was  desirous  to  make 
the  general  inquiry,  whether  any  member  of  the 
house  was  charged  with  a petition  from  the  authors 
of  Great  Britain  to  the  congress  of  the  United  States. 
If  any  gentleman  was  charged  with  such  a petition, 
he  (Mr.  A.)  had  nothing  further  to  state;  he  did  not 
know  but  that  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  (Mr.  Cambreleng)  had  such  a pe- 
tition in  his  hand3. 

Mr.  A.  explained  that  his  reason  for  making  the 
inquiry,  was  that  he  had  received  a letter  from  a re- 
spectable person  in  England,  Miss  Harriet  Marti- 
neau,  enclosing  a printed  address  or  petition  from 
certain  authors  of  Great  Britain  to  the  congress  of 
the  United  States,  and  although  the  request  was 
very  distinct  that  he  would  favor  the  object  of  the 
petition,  yet  no  positive  request  was  made  that  he 
w'ould  present  it.  As  the  petition  was  merely  a 
printed  paper  without  any  signature,  he  did  not  feel 
himself  at  liberty  to  present  it,  if,  as  he  presumed, 
there  was  in  the  possession  of  any  other  member  of 
the  house,  who  would  present  it,  a petition  regularly 
signed. 

Mr.  Camhrcleng  said  he  had  no  such  paper  in  his 
possession. 

And  as  it  did  not  appear  that  any  other  member 
was  charged  with  the  presentation  of  the  same,  Mr, 
A.  said  he  would  wait  another  week  or  two;  and  if  a 
formal  petition  should  not  be  presented  by  that  time, 
he  would  present  the  one  which  had  been  forwarded 
to  him. 

Mr.  Mams  offered  to  present  the  petition  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  women,  whom  he  stated  to  be  the 
wives  and  daughters  of  his  immediate  constituents, 
praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia;  and  moved  that  the  petition  be  read. 

Mr.  Glascock  objected  to  its  reception. 

Mr.  Mams  said  that,  in  reference  to  the  reception 
of  the  petition,  he  did  not  know  that  he  had  any  ob- 


servations to  make,  except  that  he  considered  that 
the  obligation  rested  on  the  house  to  receive  this  pe- 
tition, and  he  felt  himself  bound  by  his  duty  to  pre- 
sent it. 

Mr.  Boon  rose  to  a question  of  order.  He  would 
inquire  whether,  under  the  rule,  a petition  could  be 
debated  on  the  day  of  its  presentation? 

The  speaker  said  that,  under  a decision  made  at 
the  last  session  of  congress,  and  which  had  been 
sanctioned  by  a large  majority  of  the  house,  the 
question  of  “reception”  was  not  included  in  the  45th 
rule,  and  that  therefore  it  was  debateable  at  the  time 
the  petition  was  presented. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  had  not  expected  that  any  ob- 
jection would  have  been  made  to  the  reception  of 
this  petition;  inasmuch  as  one  portion  of  a similar 
character,  presented  by  himself,  had  already  been 
received.  At  the  last  session  of  congress,  after 
much  consideration  and  debate,  it  had  been  decid- 
ed as  formally  as  any  thing  could  be,  that  petitions 
of  this  description  should  be  received;  and  the  house 
had  made  a special  orderas  to  the  manner  in  which 
they  should  be  treated  after  they  had  been  received. 
He  considered  that  that  precedent  was  good,  at  least 
so  far  as  that  the  petition  should  be  received.  The 
decisions  of  the  house  at  the  last  session  of  con- 
gress went  quite  far  enough  towards  suppressing  the 
right  of  petition  in  the  citizens;  and  quite  far  enough 
towards  the  suppression  of  the  freedom  of  speech  in 
this  house.  It  wets  proposed  now  to  go  one  step 
further;  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
went  to  settle  the  question,  that  a petition  so  inte- 
resting and  important  as  the  one  under  discussion 
could  not  be  presented  and  should  not  be  received — 
a proposition  directly  in  the  face  of  the  constitution 
itself.  Now,  he  hoped  that  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try would  be  spared  the  mortification  and  the  injus- 
tice and  the  wrong  which  would  be  inflicted  upon 
them  by  their  immediate  representatives,  by  a deci- 
sion that  such  petitions  should  not  be  received. — 
No  such  example  had  been  given.  It  was,  indeed, 
true  that  all  discussion,  all  freedom  of  speech,  all 
freedom  of  the  press,  on  this  subject,  had,  within 
the  last  twelve  months,  been  violently  assailed;  and 
assailed,  too,  in  every  form  in  which  the  liberties  of 
the  people  could  be  assailed.  This  rt'as  the  truth. 
He  had  lamented  the  decisions  and  determination 
of  the  house  at  the  last  session  of  congress,  even  so 
far  as  they  went.  He  considered  them  as  outrages 
on  the  constitution  of  the  country  and  on  the  free- 
dom of  the  people.  The  present  proposition  pro- 
posed to  go  one  step  further.  He  hoped  that  step 
would  not  be  taken,  and  that  it  would  not  receive 
the  sanction  of  that  house.  It  was  always  in  the 
power  of  the  house  to  reject  petitions,  after  they 
had  been  considered;  and  the  house,  by  a large  and 
overwhelming  majority,  had  given  evidence  enough 
to  the  country  that  they  had  no  disposition  to  favor 
petitions  of  this  character;  that  they  were  ready,  too 
ready,  to  state,  their  views,  against  such  petitions, 
and  to  reject  theprayerof  them.  Amongst  the  out- 
rages that  would  be  endured  by  that  portion  of  the 
people  of  this  country  whose  aspirations  were  rais- 
ed to  the  greatest  improvement  that  could  possibly 
be  effected  in  the  condition  of  the  human  race — the 
total  abolition  of  slavery  on  earth — that  of  calumny 
was  one  of  the  most  glaring.  Their  petitions  were 
not  only  to  be  treated  with  contempt  as  at  the  last 
session  of  congress,  but  the  petitioners  themselves 
were  to  be  loaded  with  foul  and  infamous  imputa- 
tions, poured  upon  a class  of  citizens  as  pure  and  as 
virtuous  as  the  inhabitants  of  any  section  of  the 
union.  Such,  he  had  nodoubt,  were  the  petitioners 
whose  names  were  appended  to  the  present  petition. 
They  w ere  females.  To  men  animated  by  that  sen- 
timent which  does  honor  to  human  nature,  this  fact 
alone,  in  his  opinion,  was  a recommendation  for  the 
reception  of  the  petition. 

He  had  said  that  the  petition  was  signed  by  one 
hundred  and  fifty  females;  the  w'ives  and  daughters 
of  his  immediate  constituents.  They  were,  many 
of  them,  sisters  and  mothers  of  his  constituents.— 
Every  member  of  the  house,  said  Mr.  A.  has,  or 
had,  a mother;  and  he  appealed  to  the  feelings  of 
every  member  to  say  whether,  in  the  wdiole  class  of 
human  affections,  there  was  one  sentiment  more 
honorable,  or  more  divested  of  earthly  alloy,  than 
that  which  every  man  must  entertain  for  his  mo- 
ther. Let  him  put  a case,  and  suppose  that  the  own 
mother  af  any  member  of  the  house  was  one  of  the 
petitioners.  He  (Mr.  A.)  would  ask  that  member 
whether  he  would  reject  and  turn  the  petition  out 
of  doors,  and  say  that  he  would  not  even  hear  it 
read?  The  petition  was  perfectly  respectful  in  its 
terms  and  language;  it  consisted  of  nothing  more 
'than  four  orfive  lines,  which  could  be  read  in  half  a 
minute.  What!  said  Mr.  A.  do  I speak  to  men? 
and  do  they  say  that  they  will  not  even  listen  to  a 
petition  coming  from  such  a source?  What  had  he, 
or  this  house,  to  fear  from  female  petitioners?  Were 
insurrection,  and  bloodshed,  and  slaughter  to  be  ap- 


prehended from  the  petition  of  women ? There  w as- 
no  such  disposition;  there  was  nothing  of  an  inflam- 
matory character  or  tendency  contained  in  the  peti- 
tion itself.  He  hoped  that  the  gentleman  who  had. 
objected  to  its  reception  would  withdraw  his  objec- 
tion. He  hoped  so,  for  the  sake  of  that  gentleman’s 
character  as  a man;  for  the  sake  of  his  character  as 
a son;  and  he  hoped  that  no  senseless  or  cowardly 
influence  would  deter  that  gentleman  from  doing 
justice  to  these  females,  so  far  as  to  allow  the  peti- 
tion to  be  received  without  objection. 

Mr.  Glascock  3aid  it  was  well  known  what  posi- 
tion he  had  taken  on  this  question  during  the  last 
session  of  congress;  and  if,  on  the  present  occasion, 
he  were  to  accede  to  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  which,  however,  he  had 
no  disposition  to  do,  it  would  be  inconsistent  with, 
and  an  entire  abandonment  of,  the  principle  which, 
at  that  time,  he  and  those  acting  with  him  had  as- 
sumed. In  reference  to  the  female  petitioners,  to 
whom  the  gentleman  had  so  eloquently  alluded,  he 
would  say  that  no  man  would  show  or  pay  higher 
regard  to  a petition  coming  from  such  a quarter,  on 
a proper  subject,  than  he  (Mr.  G.)  would  show. — 
But,  from  the  course  pursued,  and  the  scenes  pre- 
sented at  the  last  session,  and  from  indications  at 
present,  it  was  time  that  all  those  members  of  the 
house,  who  believed  they  had  the  constitutional 
right  to  reject  these  petitions,  should  now  exercise 
that  privilege  which  they  conceived  to  be  secured 
to  them  by  the  constitution,  and  to  have  their  votes 
recorded  against  petitions  of  this  character. 

If  this  were  a new  subject,  upon  which  the  sense 
of  this  house  had  never  been  taken,  and  a petition, 
emanating  from  such  a source,  had  been  presented, 
he  w'ould  have  responded  to  it  as  promptly  as  any 
member  on  the  floor.  But  did  not  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  know  that,  even  if  the  petition 
had  been  received,  it  would,  by  the  almost  unani- 
mous vote  of  the  house,  without  being  read,  and 
without  action  of  any  kind  being  had  upon  it,  be 
laid  upon  the  table,  where,  as  the  gentleman  him- 
self had  once  said,  it  would  sleep  “in  the  tomb  of  all 
the  Capulets.”  It  was  indeed  true  that  the  petition 
had  emanated  from  wives,  and  mothers,  and  daugh- 
ters; but  he  must  say  that  he  doubted  very  much 
whether  all  petitions  of  this  nature  were  not  pre- 
sented for  effect  of  some  kind  or  other,  and  that 
these  females  were  improperly  influenced  by  men 
in  the  community  in  which  they  resided.  The  gen- 
tleman had  said  that  those  who  had  mothers  and 
daughters  ought  to  pay  some  regard  to  this  petition, 
otherwise  it  would  be  to  treat  them,  as  it  were, 
with  disrespect.  If  he  (Mr.  G.)  were  situated  as 
was  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  had  seen 
the  many  votes  which  had  been  taken  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  been  a witness  to  the  excitement  which  had 
been  produced  by  means  of  similar  applications, 
his  (Mr.  G’s)  language  to  a mother  and  a daughter 
would  have  been  very  different  from  the  language 
of  that  gentleman.  He  (Mr.  G.)  would  have  told 
them  that  their  petition  might  be  just  and  right,  ac- 
cording to  the  views  of  those  by  whom  they  were 
immediately  surrounded,  yet  that  they  ought  not  to 
raise  their  voices  at  this  time;  that  their  petitions 
were  creating  an  excitement  which  ought  to  be  put 
down,  and  he  would  advise  them  to  pause  in  their 
course.  Did  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  in 
appealing  to  the  feelings  of  the  house,  suppose  that 
the  people  of  the  south  were  not  as  much  entitled 
to  sympathy  as  those  who  were  less  delicately 
placed?  In  the  mind  of  any  reflecting  man,  could 
any  good  result  from  the  reception  of  these  peti- 
tions? They  were  not  to  be  acted  upon,  and  no 
good  could  result  from  their  presentation,  though 
evil  might. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  thought 
proper  to  advise  him,  (Mr.  G.)  for  the  sake  of  his 
character  as  a man,  to  withdraw  his  objection. — 
Were  he  to  do  so,  he  would  prove  recreant  not  on- 
ly to  his  own  feelings,  but  to  the  feelings  of  thou- 
sands who  sent  him  here,  and  whose  interests  he 
represented.  His  only  object  was.  that  those  who 
agreed  with  him  that  the  petition  should  not  be  re- 
ceived, might  have  an  opportunity  of  recording 
their  votes,  and  of  showing  what  their  course  was 
to  be.  He  wished  to  have  a vote  on  the  direct 
question,  “Shall  the  petition  be  received?”  so  that 
those  who  believed  they  had  the  constitutional  right 
to  reject  it  might,  by  their  vote,  record  that  opinion 
on  the  journals  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Parks  said  that,  believing  this  discussion 
could  be  productive  of  no  good,  but  might  be  pro- 
ductive of  evil,  he  would  move  that  the  prelimina- 
ry motion  on  the  reception  of  the  petition  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

In  reply  to  an  inquiry  from  Mr.  Glascock,  the 
speaker  said  that  the  effect  of  this  motion,  if  car- 
ried, would  be  simply  so  arrest  the  action  of  the 
house  on  the  petition,  and  not  to  lay  the  petition 
itself  on  the  table. 
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Mr.  Reed  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that 
motion;  which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken  were, 
jyeas  130,  nays  69. 

So  the  preliminary  motion  was  laid  on  the  table, 
Mr.  Mams'sdLid  that,  if  he  had  understood  the  de- 
cision of  the  speaker  in  this  case,  it  was  not  the 
petition  itself  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  but  the 
motion  to  receive.  Now,  in  order  to  save  the  time 
of  the  house,  he  wished  to  give  notice  that  he 
should  call  up  that  motion  for  decision  every  day  so 
Jong  as  he  should  be  permitted  to  do  so  by  the 
house;  because  he  should  not  consider  his  duty  ac- 
complished so  long  as  the  petition  was  not  receiv- 
ed, and  so  long  as  the  house  had  not  decided  that  it 
would  not  receive  it.  This  was  an  operation  to 
which  he  could  not  consent. 

Mr.  Pinckney  rose  to  a question  of  order,  and  in- 
quired if  there  was  novv  any  question  pending  be- 
fore the  house. 

The  speaker  said  he  had  understood  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  as  merely  giving  notice  of 
a motion  hereafter  to  be  made.  In  doing  so,  it  cer- 
tainly was  not  in  order  to  enter  into  debate. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that,  so  long  as  freedom  of  speech 
was  allowed  to  him  as  a member  of  that  house,  he 
would  call  up  that  question  until  it  should  be  decid- 
ed. 

Mr.  Adams  was  called  to  order. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  would  then  have  the  honor  of  pre- 
senting to  the  house  the  petition  of  228  women,  the 
wives  and  daughters  of  his  immediate  constituents; 
and,  as  a part  of  the  speech  which  he  intended  to 
make,  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  reading  the  pe- 
tition. It  was  not  long,  and  would  not  consume 
much  time. 

Mr.  Glascock  objected  to  the  reception  of  the  pe- 
tition. 

Mr.  A.  proceeded  to  read  that  the  petitioners, 
inhabitants  of  South  Weymouth,  in  the  state  of 
Massachusetts,  impressed  witli  “the  sinfulness  of 
slavery,  and  keenly  aggrieved  by  its  existence  in  a 

part  of  our  country  over  which  congress” 

Mr.  Pinckney  rose  to  a question  of  order.  Had 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  a right,  under 
the  rule,  to  read  the  petition? 

The  speaker  said  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts had  a right  to  make  a statement  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  petition. 

Mr.  Pinckney  desired  the  decision  of  the  speaker 
as  to  whether  a gentlemen  had  a right  to  read  a pe- 
tition. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  w'as  reading  the  petition  as  a 
part  of  his  speech,  and  he  took  this  to  be  one  of  the 
privileges  of  a member  of  the  house.  It  was  a pri- 
vilege which  he  would  exercise  till  he  should  be 
deprived  of  it  by  some  positive  act. 

The  speaker  repeated  that  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  had  a right  to  make  a brief  state- 
ment of  the  contents  of  the  petition.  It  was  not 
for  the  speaker  to  decide  whether  that  brief  state- 
ment should  be  made  in  the  gentleman’s  own  lan- 
guage, or  whether  he  should  look  over  the  petition, 
and  take  his  statement  from  that. 

Mr.  Adams.  At  the  time  my  friend  from  South 
Carolina 

The  speaker  said  the  gentleman  must  proceed  to 
state  the  contents  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  Adams.  I am  doing  so,  sir. 

The  speaker.  Not  in  the  opinion  of  the  chair. 
Mr.  Adams.  I was  at  this  point  of  the  petition — 
“Keenly  aggrieved  by  its  existence  in  a part  of  our 
country  over  which  congress  possesses  exclusive 

jurisdiction  in  all  cases  whatever” 

Loud  cries  of  “order,  order.” 

Mr.  A.  proceeded;  “Do  most  earnestly  petition 

your  honorable  body” 

Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kentucky,  rose  to  a point  of 
order. 

Mr.  A.  proceeded:  “Immediately  to  abolish  sla- 
very in  the  District  of  Columbia” 

Mr.  Chambers  reiterated  his  call  to  order,  and  the 
speaker  told  Mr.  Adams  to  take  his  seat. 

Mr.  A.  proceeded,  (with  great  rapidity  of  enun- 
ciation and  in  a very  loud  tone  of  voice) — “And  to 
declare  every  human  being  free  who  sets  foot  upon 
its  soil.” 

Mr.  Chambers  insisted  on  his  point  of  order,  and 
the  speaker  again,  with  great  earnestness  of  manner, 
told  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  take  his 
seat. 

Whereupon  Mr.  A.  yielded  the  floor. 

[The  confusion  in  the  hall  at  this  time  was  so 
great  that  scarcely  a word  could  be  heard  by  the 
reporters.]  J 

Mr.  Chambers  then  stated  his  point  of  order.— 
The  rule  of  the  house  provided  that  every  member, 
on  presenting  a petition,  should  state  briefly  the 
substance  of  it.  Could  that  rule  be  evaded  by  any 
gentleman  who  chose  to  avow  that  he  would  read 
the  petition  as  a part  of  his  speech?  He  would  be 


the  last  man  in  the  world  to  disturb  any  gentleman 
in  his  remarks,  but  he  thought  this  course  entirely 
out  of  order. 

The  speaker  read  the  rule  of  the  house  applicable 
to  the  question.  It  is  as  follows: 

“Rule  45 — Petitions,  memorials,  and  other  papers 
addressed  to  the  house,  shall  be  presented  by  the 
speaker,  or  by  a member  in  his  place;  a brief  state- 
ment of  the  contents  thereof  shall  verbally  be  made 
by  the  introducer,  and  shall  not  be  debated  or  de- 
cided on  the  day  of  their  being  first  read,  unless 
where  the  house  shall  direct  otherwise,  but  shall  lie 
on  the  table,  to  be  taken  up  in  the  order  in  which 
they  were  read.” 

The  speaker  said  he  would  give  his  decision  if  it 
should  be  insisted  on;  but  he  thought  much  time 
might  be  saved  by  not  pressing  a decision  at  this 
time,  because  he  understood  that  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  had  gone  through  the  greater 
part  of  the  contents  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  Chambers  said  that  his  objection  was  as  to 
the  principle,  whether  a member  had  a right  to  read 
a petition  as  a part  of  his  speech.  He  insisted,  re- 
spectfully, on  having  the  decision  of  the  chair. 

The  speaker  said  that  he  decided,  thon,  that  it 
was  not  in  order  for  a member  to  read  a petition, 
whether  it  was  long  or  short.  By  the  provision  of 
the  rule,  whatever  petition  a member  might  pre- 
sent, he  was  bound  to  make  verbally  “a  brief  state- 
ment of  the  contents.”  It  would  "be  an  abuse  of 
the  intent  of  the  rule  for  a member  to  rise  before  a 
petition  was  received,  and  when  its  reception  was 
objected  to,  and  proceed  to  read  a long  memorial. 
So  far  as  the  principle  was  concerned,  it  was  the 
same  in  the  case  of  a short  memorial  as  a long  one; 
otherwise  the  rule,  which  looked  to  economy  in  the 
time  of  the  house,  would  be  a nullity. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that,  as  he  intended  to  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  chair,  he  would  request  the 
member  from  Kentucky  to  reduce  his  point  of  order 
to  writing,  and  he  would  likewise  request  the 
speaker  to  reduce  his  decision  to  writing.  lie  ap- 
pealed from  any  decision  which  went  to  establish 
the  principle  that  a member  of  the  house  should 
not  have  the  power  to  read  what  he  chose.  He  had 
never  before  heard  of  such  a thing.  If  this  practice 
was  to  be  reversed,  let  the  decision  stand  upon  re- 
cord, and  let  it  appear  how  entirely  the  freedom  of 
speech  was  suppressed  in  this  house.  If  the  reading 
of  a paper  was  to  be  suppressed  in  his  own  person, 
so  help  him  God,  he  would  only  consent  to  it  as  a 
matter  of  record. 

The  speaker  repeated  the  grounds  of  his  decision, 
and,  in  support  of  it,  read  from  Jefferson’s  manual  a 
clause  setting  forth,  in  substance,  “that  a member 
had  no  right  to  read  a paper,  but  that  such  rigor  was 
not  practised  except  there  was  an  intentional  or 
gross  abuse  of  the  time  of  the  house.  Strictly,  also, 
by  that  rule,  a member  could  read  his  own  speech 
if  written,”  &c.  The  speaker  said  his  decision  was 
founded  mainly  on  the  45th  rule  of  the  house,  which 
required  that  a “brief  statement  of  the  contents” 
should  alone  be  made.  He  was  of  opinion  that  it 
w'as  an  invasion  of  this  rule  to  permit  a member,  as 
matter  of  right,  to  read  any  paper  he  chose  to  pre- 
sent, as  a part  of  that  brief  statement. 

Mr.  Patton  rose  to  express  his  concurrence  in  the 
decision  of  the  speaker.  He  thought,  however,  it 
would  have  been  better  not  to  have  raised  the  ques- 
tion in  this  form,  because,  substantially,  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  would  effect  his  object 
whan  he  made  his  speech  on  the  question  of  “recep- 
tion;” a question  which  the  house  had  decided  to 
be  debateable.  He  thought  it  would  be  better  not 
to  consume  the  time  of  the  house  in  the  discussion, 
and  he  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Chambers)  would  withdraw  his  objection,  and  not 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  chair. 

Mr.  Chambers  said  that,  if  he  had  the  power  to 
appeal,  he  did  not  intend  to  exercise  it.  But  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr  Patton)  was  mista- 
ken as  to  the  practical  effect  of  the  question  which 
he  (Mr.  C.)  had  raised.  A member  could  not  do 
by  a sidewind  that  which  he  had  not  the  power  to 
do  directly.  There  was  no  member  of  the  house 
whom  he  would  indulge  so  much  on  a subiect  as 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts;  but  he  (Mr.  C.) 
thought  there  was  an  important  principle  involved, 
which  ought  to  be  decided.  The  house  must  either 
give  a man  the  right  to  read  every  thing  he  liked, 
or  they  must  restrict  him  in  every  instance.  He 
could  not  withdraw'  his  objection. 

The  point  of  order  was  debated  further  bv  Messrs. 
Brio's,  Harper,  Chambers  and  Adams,  the  latter 
gentleman  contending  that,  inasmuch  as  the  whole 
petition  was  in  five  lines,  he  could  not  himself  give 
verbally  a more  “brief  statement  of  the  contents” 
than  the  petition  itself  gave. 

The  speaker  presented,  in  writing,  the  substance 
of  his  decision,  that  it  was  not  in  order  for  a mem- 
ber to  read  the  whole  petition  if  objected  to,  but 


that  he  had  only  the  right  to  make  “a  brief  state- 
ment of  the  contents  thereof.” 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  proposed  to  withdraw  his  ap- 
peal in  order  to  save  the  time  of  the  house,  if  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  would  permit  him  to 
complete  his  “brief  statement  of  the  contents”  of 
the  petition.  It  was,  indeed,  so  brief,  that  to  read 
the  petition  in  its  own  language  was  the  briefest 
statement  that  could  be  made. 

Mr.  A.  then  read  from  the  petition  that  the  pe- 
titioners “respectfully  announced  their  intention  to 
present  the  same  petition  yearly  before  this  honor- 
able body,  that  it  might  at  least  be  a memorial  in 
the  holy  cause  of  human  freedom,  that  they  had 
done  what  they  could.” 

These  words  were  read  amidst  tumultuous  cries 
for  order  from  every  part  of  the  house.  And  order 
having  at  length  been  restored,  Mr.  Adams  with- 
drew his  appeal. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  objection  of 
Mr.  Glascock  to  the  reception  of  the  petition, 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Dawson,  deprecat- 
ing any  excitement  on  the  subject,  and  condemning, 
in  strong  terms,  the  conduct  of  the  fanatics  in  agi- 
tating it, 

Mr.  Boon  moved  to  lay  the  preliminary  motion  of 
reception  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Glascock  urged  the  house  to  take  the  vote  on 
the  direct  question  of  reception. 

After  some  desultory  conversation  on  points  of 
order, 

Mr.  Bnon  withdrew  his  motion  to  lay  the  preli- 
minary motion  of  reception  on  the  table. 

Mr.  A.  Mann  said  that,  as  this  question  had  been 
most  fully  discussed  at  the  last  session  of  congress, 
and  as  the  house  had  at  that  time  resolved  that  these 
petitions  should  be  laid  on  the  table  without  being 
referred  or  printed,  he  would,  to  save  the  time  of 
the  house,  call  for  the  previous  question. 

And  the  house  seconded  the  call — ayes  114,  noes 
not  counted. 

And  the  house  determined  that  the  main  ques- 
tion should  now'  be  put. 

Mr.  Phillips  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question,  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  main  question  “Shall  the  petition  be  re- 
ceived?” was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative, as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Antho- 
ny, Bailey,  Beale,  Bean,  Bockee,  Bond,  Boon,  Bor- 
den, Bovee,  Boyd,  Briggs,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Burns,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Car- 
ter, Casey,  George  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapin, 
Chetwood,  Childs,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Corwin,  Cre- 
mer.  Crane,  Cushing.  Cushman,  Darlington,  Denny, 
Doubleday,  Evans,  Everett,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fow  - 
ler, French,  Fry,  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Gillett,  Gran- 
ger, Grantland,  Grennell,  Haley,  J.  Hall,  H.  Hall, 
Hamer,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harper,  S.  S.  Harrison, 
Haynes,  Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Heister,  Hoar,  Holt, 
How'ell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ingersoll,  Ing- 
ham, Janes,  Jarvis,  Cave  Johnson,  B.  Jones,  Kil- 
gore, Klingensmith,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Law- 
rence, Gideon  Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Leonard,  Lincoln, 
Abijah  Mann,  J.  Mann,  Moses  Mason,  Sampson 
Mason,  McCarty,  McComas,  McKay,  McKennan, 
McKeon,  Milligan,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan, 
Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parker,  Parks,  Patter- 
son, Franklin  Pierce,  Dutee.  J.  Pearce,  Pearson, 
Phelps,  Phillips,  Potts,  Heed,  John  Reynolds,  Jos. 
Reynolds,  Russell,  Schenck,  Seymour,  Shinn,  Sick- 
les, Slade,  Sloane,  Smith,  Sprague,  Storer,  Suther- 
land, Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Toucey,  Turrill, 
Vanderpoel,  Vinton,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell, 
Webster,  Weeks,  Elisha  AVhittlesev,  T.  T.  Whit- 
tlesey, Sherrod  Williams,  Young — 137. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Ash,  Ashley,  Barton,  Bell, 
Black,  Bouldin,  Bunch,  Bynum,  John  Calhoon, 
Campbell,  John  Chambers,  Chapman,  Nathaniel  H. 
Claiborne,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne.  Coles,  Connor, 
Craig,  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Dromgoole,  Dun- 
lap, Elmore,  Forester,  James  Garland,  Rice  Gar- 
land, Gholson,  Glascock,  Graham,  Graves,  Gray- 
son, Griffin,  Hannegan,  Harlan,  Albert  G.  Harrison, 
Hopkins,  Howard,  Huntsman,  Jenifer,  Richard  M. 
Johnson.  Henry  Johnson.  Lawler,  L.  Lea,  Lewis, 
Loyal],  Lucas,  Martin,  Maury,  May.  McKim,  Me- 
Lene,  Mercer,  Miller,  Patton,  Pettigrew,  Peyton, 
Pickens,  Pinckney,  Rencher,  Richardson,  Robert- 
son, Rogers,  Wm.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd, 
Shields,  Standefer,  Steele.  Taliaferro,  Thomas,  W. 
Thompson.  Underwood,  Washington,  White,  Lewis 
Williams,  Yell— 75. 

So  the  petition  was  received. 

Mr.  Haynes  moved  that  the  petition  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  speaker  said  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
had  precedence;  and  Mr.  Adams  called  for  the 
1 yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion,  which  were  ordered 
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Mr.  Pinckney  inquired  if  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  (Mr.  Haynes ) was  susceptible 
of  amendment. 

The  speaJcer  said  it  was  not. 

Mr.  Pinckney  asked  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
to  withdraw  his  motion,  in  order  to  enable  him  to 
substitute  a more  comprehensive  proposition;  the 
object  of  which  was,  that  not  only  this  memorial, 
but  all  others  of  a similar  character,  should  be  laid 
on  the  table.  He  wished  to  offer  a resolution  to 
that  effect 

Mr.  Haynes  said,  if  his  motion  was  susceptible 
of  such  an  amendment,  he  was  willing  it  should  be 
made. 

The  speaker  said  that  such  an  amendment  was 
not  in  order. 

And  the  question  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  peti- 
tion on  the  table  was  then  taken  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Bean, 
Bell,  Biack,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Bunch,  Burns,  Bynum,  John  Calhoun, 
Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  G. 
Chambers,  Jno.  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cha- 
pin, Chetwood,  Nath.  H.  Claiborne,  John  F.  H. 
Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cra- 
mer, Cushman,  Davis,  Deberry,  Doubleday,  Drom- 
goole,  Dunlap,  Efner,  Elmore,  Fairfield,  Farlin, 
Forester,  Fowler,  French,  Fry,  Fuller,  Galbraith, 
James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Gillett,  Gholson, 
Graham,  Grantland,  Graves,  Grayson,  Griffin,  Jos. 
Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Harlan,  Albert  G.  Harri- 
son, Haynes,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Howell, 
Hubley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Jarvis,  Jenifer, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  H.  Johnson,  Kil- 
gore, Klingensmith,  Larie,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Law- 
ler, G.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Leonard,  Loyall, 
Lucas,  J.  Mann,  Martin,  M.  Mason,  Maury,  May, 
McComas,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKim,  McLene, 
Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan, 
Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  Pat- 
ton, F.  Pierce,  Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Pickens, 
Pinkney,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Rey- 
nolds, Richardson,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Schenck, 
Seymour,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields, 
Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Standefer,  Steel,  Sutherland, 
Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  Toucey, 
Turrill,  Underwood,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Wash- 
ington, Webster,  Weeks,  White,  T.  T.  Whittlesey, 
L.  Williams,  S.  Williams,  Yell,  Young — 151. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Bailey, 
Beale,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun, 
Childs,  Corwin,  Crane,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Den- 
ny, Evans,  Everett,  Granger,  Haley,  Hiland  Hall, 
Hardin,  Harper,  S.  S.  Harrison,  Hazeltine,  Hender- 
son, Heister,  Hoar,  Hunt,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Janes, 
Lawrence,  Lincoln,  S.  Mason,  McCarty,  McLen- 
nan, Milligan,  Parker,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Phil- 
lips, Potts,  Reed,  Russell,  Slade,  Sloane,  Sprague, 
Storer,  Vinton,  VVardwell,  E.  Whittlesey — 50 

So  the  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Adams  then  presented  a third  petition,  from 
forty  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Dover,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Norfolk,  Massachusetts,  praying  for  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District 
of  Columbia;  and  moved  that  the  petition  be  read. 

Mr.  Lawler  objected  to  its  reception. 

A debate  followed,  in  which  Messrs.  Underwood, 
Reed  and  Bynum  participated. 

Mr.  B.  had  not  concluded,  when  he  gave  way  to 
Mr.  Taylor,  on  whose  motion  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  10.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  se- 
veral amendments  were  made  to  the  journal  of  yes- 
terday, the  purport  of  which  was  to  give  a more  de- 
finite description  of  the  sundry  petitions  presented 
by  him  in  relation  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Davis  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule,  to  en- 
able him  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  all  petitions,  memorials,  resolu- 
lutions,  propositions  or  papers,  relating  in  any  way, 
or  to  any  extent,  whatever,  to  the  subject  of  slave- 
ry. or  the  abolition  of  slavery,  shall,  without  being 
either  printed  or  referred,  be  laid  on  (he  table,  and 
that  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had  there- 
on. 

Mr.  D.  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion 
to  suspend;  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken, 
were — yeas  102,  nays  78;  [not  two-thirds]. 

So  the  house  refused  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Several  reports  having  been  made  from  the  stand- 
ing commitees, 

Mr.  Bell  rose,  and  said  that  he  did  not  wish  to  in- 
terfere with  the  regular  reports  of  committees,  but 
that  he  would  now  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  the 
bill,  of  which  he  had  given  notice  the  other  day,  to 
secure  the  freedom  of  elections. 

The  speaker  said  the  motion  was  not  now  in  or- 
der; but  that  it  would  be  in  order  for  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  to  submit  the  motion  at  any  time 
•when,  under  the  rule  regulating  the  proceedings  of 


the  house,  it  would  be  in  order  for  him  to  submit  a I 
motion  on  any  other  subject. 

Mr.  Bell  said  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  mak- 
ing a question  on  this  point.  He  had  given  notice 
of  this  motion  the  other  day,  because  he  could  not 
procure  an  opportunity  to  bring  in  a resolution 
which  might  accomplish  the  object.  He  thought 
that  he  was  entitled  to  make  the  motion  at  this 
time.  He  did  not  propose  now  to  other  a resolution, 
but  a substitute  for  a report,  and  if  the  chair  was 
not  satisfied  that  he  had  a right  so  to  do  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  he  must  beg  leave  to  submit  a few  re- 
marks. 

The  speaker  said  he  had  looked  carefully  into  the 
question,  and  it  was  his  decision  that  the  motion 
was  not  in  order  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Bell  appealed  from  this  decision,  and  enter- 
ed, at  some  length,  into  his  reasons  for  so  doing. — 
The  rule  under  which  he  had  given  notice  of  hi* 
motion  was  the  87th  rule,  which  is  in  the  following 
terms: 

“Every  bill  shall  be  introduced  by  motion  for 
leave,  or  by  an  order  of  the  house,  on  the  report  of 
the  committee;  and,  in  either  case,  a committee  to 
prepare  the  same  shall  be  appointed.  In  cases  of  a 
general  nature,  one  day’s  notice,  at  least  shall  be 
given  of  the  motion  to  bring  in  a bill;  and  every 
such  motion  may  be  committed.” 

There  were  two  modes,  (Mr.  B.  said),  under  this 
rule,  of  getting  a bill  before  the  house,  and,  in  either 
case,  it  must  be  done  by  the  order  of  the  house;  and 
even  bills  reported  in  the  morning  were  received 
under  the  order  of  the  house.  The  same  law,  the 
same  reason,  and  the  same  rule,  almost  literally, 
governed  both  cases.  Both  bills  were  embraced 
under  the  same  rule,  and  the  coherence  was  the 
same.  Upon  what  principle  was  it  that  the  chair 
had  decided  that  a motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill 
should  not  be  assigned  the  same  hour  as  other  re- 
ports? By  what  means  could  a distinction  be  made 
in  the  two  cases?  The  decision  not  only  postponed 
the  time  for  a day,  but  might  postpone  it  to  the  end 
of  the  session.  He  appealed  to  the  magnanimity 
and  sense  of  justice  of  the  house,  and,  if  that  was 
not  sufficient,  he  appealed  to  the  right  of  delibera- 
tion in  this  house.  He  hoped  that  his  character 
there  was  too  well  known  to  admit  of  the  supposi- 
tion that  he  would  bring  forward  a frivolous  mea- 
sure, or  one  the  object  of  which  was  only  to  give 
him  an  opportunity  of  making  a harangue  for  ephem- 
eral effect,  here  or  elsewhere. 

The  speaker  stated  the  grounds  of  his  decision. 
The  case  was  a novel  one;  from  the  organization  of 
the  government,  (1789),  down  to  the  present  period, 
so  far  as  the  precedents  which  he  had  been  able  to 
discover  would  go,  there  had  been  olily  two  or  three 
cases  of  bills  introduced  on  leave,  and  those,  so  far 
as  appeared,  had  been  brought  in  without  debate 
and  sub  silentio.  Beyond  this,  the  chair  had  looked 
in  vain  for  precedents;  and  he  had  therefore  been 
thrown  back  to  the  construction  of  the  rules,  and 
had  adopted  as  a guide  the  very  salutary  principle 
that  you  are  to  fix  upon  each  portion  of  the  statue 
that  construction  which  would  give  effect  to  the 
whole  of  it. 

The  87th  rule  required  that  “one  day’s  notice  at 
least  shall  be  given  of  the  motion  to  bring  in  a bill.” 
The  17th  rule  provided  that  reports  should  be  call- 
ed for,  “first  from  the  standing  and  then  from  the 
select  committees.”  The  speaker  was  calling  for 
reports;  they  had  been  made  in  part,  and  a member 
rose  to  make  a motion  of  w'hich  he  had  given  previ- 
ous notice.  The  question  arose,  could  he,  by  the 
rule,  make  the  motion  at  that  time?  The  3 8th  rule 
provided  that  these  reports  should  be  made  at  no 
other  part  of  the  day  except  that  laid  down  in  the 
rule,  except  by  permission  of  the  house.  It  was 
said  that,  technically,  the  87th  rule  applied  to  reso- 
lutions, and  not  to  motions  to  bring  in  a bill.  If  the 
motion  were  now'  in  order,  what  must  the  inevita- 
ble consequence  be?  If  the  motion  was  admitted, 
the  mover  vvould  have  a right  to  discuss  the  merits 
of  the  bill;  and  so,  also,  every  other  member  would 
have.  A member  would  only  have  to  rise  and  pro- 
ceed to  debate  the  motion  during  the  whole  of  that 
and  the  succeeding  days,  and  thus  change  the  whole 
order  of  business  in  the  house,  and  utterly  subvert 
the  established  course  of  its  proceedings.  The 
speaker  referred  to  the  proceedings  of  the  other 
branch  of  the  legislature,  in  whose  proceedings,  he 
said,  he  could  find  no  analogy  to  the  present  case, 
because  there  were  in  that  body  no  allotments  of 
time  for  particular  business. 

The  chair  finally  decided  that  the  motion  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a bill  could  not  now  be  received. 

At  tlie  suggestion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Bell  with- 
drew his  motion  till  all  the  committees  should  have 
made  their  reports. 

A number  of  reports  were  then  received  from  va- 
rious committees,  chieiiy  in  relation  to  claims  of  in- 
dividuals, after  which 


Mr.  Bell  renewed  his  motion  for  leave  to  biing 
in  a bill  to  secure  the  freedom  of  elections. 

The  speaker  said  he  was  about  to  state  that  the 
hour  devoted  to  reports  had  elapsed,  and  that  it  was 
therefore  his  duty  to  announce  the  orders  of  the 
day.  Mr.  Bell  wished  to  inquire  whether  the  half 
hour  which  had  been  spent  in  taking  the  yeas  and 
nays  was  to  be  considered  as  a component  part  oC 
the  hour  devoted  to  resolutions  and  reports.  The- 
spealcer  said  that  the  uniform  course  had  been  to 
commence  the  computation  of  the  hour  from  the 
moment  at  which  reports  were  first  called  for.  Mr. 
Bell  said  he  then  gave  notice  that  he  would  to-mor- 
row again  ask  leave  to  introduce  this  bill.  Various 
ineffectual  motions  were  made  to  suspend  the  rule, 
for  the  introduction  of  particular  resolutions.  Mr. 
D.  H.  Lewis  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  for  the  pur- 
pose of  calling  the  states  tor  resolutions,  commenc- 
ing where  the  call  was  broken  off  on  the  last  on 
which  resolutions  were  received. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting  a re- 
port, in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  3d  inst.  accompanying  the 
survey,  plan  and  estimate  for  the  improvement  of 
the  mouth  of  Black  river,  in  the  state  of  New 
York;  which  report  was  referred  to  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting 
an  exhibit  of  the  names,  condition  and  dates  of  se- 
lection of  two  additional  deposite  banks,  selected 
since  the  making  of  his  annual  report  to  congress. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  a report  of  the  se- 
cretary of  state,  with  the  accompanying  letters  ad- 
dressed to  him  by  the  commission,  appointed  under 
the  act  of  congress  of  the  last  session,  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  convention  between  the  United 
States  and  Spain. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution of  Mr.  Wise,  providing  for  the  appointment 
of  a select  committee  to  inquire  into  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  executive  departments;  together  with 
the  pending  amendment  of  Mr.  D.  J.  Pearce  to 
confine  the  investigation  to  specific  charges  of  mal- 
administration. 

Mr.  Hamer,  who  held  the  floor  when  the  subject 
was  last  before  the  house,  rose  to  conclude  his  re- 
marks, but  yielded  the  floor  for  a moment,  to  ena- 
ble Mr.  French,  of  Ketucky,  to  present,  with  a 
view  to  have  read,  a resolution,  which  he  would 
submit  when  in  order:  the  resolution  was  read.  It 
provides,  in  substance,  that  so  much  of  the  presi- 
dent’s message  as  is  contained  in  the  sentence  eu- 
logistic of  the  officers  in  the  executive  departments 
be  referred  to  jive  select  committees,  one  for  each 
department,  and  to  consist  of  seven  members  each, 
with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  manner  in 
which  the  duties  of  the  several  departments  and 
their  bureaus  have  been  performed;  into  all  alleged 
abuses,  corruption  and  frauds,  which  had  taken 
place  under  the  present  administration:  and  if  any 
such  fraud,  corruption,  &c.  existed,  to  inquire  by 
whom  and  what  injury  had  been  thereby  done;  and 
that  the  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers. 

The  speaker  said  the  resolution  which  had  been 
read  was  in  the  nature  of  a motion,  and,  of  course, 
was  not  before  the  house.  Mr.  Ilamcr  then  rose, 
and  concluded  his  remarks  in  opposition  to  the  ori- 
ginal resolution,  and  in  favor  of  the  amendment. — 
After  Mr.  Hamer  concluded,  Mr.  McKeon  obtained 
the  floor,  but  gave  way  to  enable  the  house,  by  ge- 
neral consent,  to  take  up  the  mint  and  coinage  bill. 

The  amendment  of  the  senate  to  the  bill  supple- 
mentary to  the  acts  regulating  the  mint  was  then 
read  and  concurred  in,  nem.  con.  [This  bill,  hav- 
ing now  passed  both  houses,  requires  only  the  sig- 
nature of  the  president  to  become  a law.] 

The  spealcer  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  the  an- 
nual return  of  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia up  to  the  1st  January;  and  then  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  11.  Mr.  Cambrelenc;,  from  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  reported  a bill,  with 
an  accompanying  report,  to  reduce  the  revenue  of 
the  United  States  to  the  wants  of  the  government. 

The  bill  was  read  as  follows: 

A bill  to  reduce  the  revenue  of  the  United  States 
to  the  wants  of  the  government. 

Be  it  enacted , §c.  That,  from  and  after  the  30th 
day  of  September  next,  in  all  cases  where  duties  are 
imposed  on  foreign  imports,  by  the  act  of  the  14th 
of  July,  1832,  entitled  “An  act  to  alter  and  amend 
the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,”  or  by 
any  other  act,  shall  exceed  twenty  per  centum  on 
the  value  thereof,  one-third  part  oi  such  excess  shall 
be  deducted;  from  and  after  the  31st  of  March,  1838, 
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one-half  of  the  residue  ot  such  excess  shall  be  de- 
ducted; and  on  the  30th  September,  1838,  the  other 
half  shall  be  deducted:  any  thing  in  the  act  of  the 
2d  of  March,  1833,  to  the  coutrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and 
after  the  30th  of  September  next,  the  duties  on  salt 
and  coal  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Mr.  Owens  moved  that  the  report  be  read,  which 
was  agreed  to. 

The  same  having  been  read  accordingly,  the  bill 
was  read  a second  time. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  to  commit 
the  same  do  the  committee  of  the  whole  house  on 
the  state  of  the  union,  and  that  the  bill,  report,  and 
tabular  statements  accompanying  the  same,  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Lawrence  rose  and  said,  that,  as  one  of  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  and  as  one  of  the 
minority  of  that  committee  on  this  subject,  he  hop- 
ed he  might  be  permitted  to  express  his  dissent  from 
the  principles  of  the  bill  and  the  report  which  had 
just  been  read.  This  was  a measure  of  grave  im- 
portance. It  was  no  less  than  a bill  to  reduce  sud- 
denly the  revenue  of  this  country,  which,  by  a law 
passed  in  the  year  1S33,  had  been  proposed  to  be 
reduced  in  1842,  or,  in  other  words,  in  five  years 
and  a half  from  the  present  time.  It  was  a bill  to 
bring  down  the  revenue  in  eighteen  months  to  a 
standard  to  which  it  would  have  been  reduced  in 
five  years  and  a half. 

He  wished  the  members  of  this  house  to  reflect 
for  a moment  on  the  principles  contained  in  the  re- 
port, and  on  the  effect  which  must  be  produced  if 
they  were  carried  into  operation.  He  would  put 
the  question  to  every  member  of  the  house  whether 
he  really  understood  the  reasons  upon  which  the  bill 
had  been  introducod  at  the  present  time;  whether 
there  was  any  serious,  any  abiding  feeling  in  this 
house  that  the  bill  was  to  become  the  law  of  the 
land.  The  measure  was  of  so  much  importance, 
that  it  was  necessary  that  the  country  should  know 
and  understand  what  it  was;  that  they  should  be  well 
advised  of  its  objects;  that  this  sudden  legislation  on 
questions  involving  the  greatest  and  most  vital  in- 
terests of  the  country  should  not  go  forth  upon  the 
people  like  a clap  of  thunder  on  a summer’s  day. 

4V  hat,  he  would  ask,  was  to  be  the  effect  upon  the 
country  of  simply  making  the  report?  It  would  be 
to  create  a panic  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the 
other.  What  was  the  state  of  the  country  at  this 
time  from  Maine  to  Georgia?  What  was  the  condi- 
tion of  the  finances  and  currency?  What  was  the 
interest  paid  on  money  in  all  the  commercial  states? 
From  filteen  to  twenty,  and  even  thirty  per  cent, 
per  annum.  And,  in  the  new  states,  he  understood 
it  was  still  higher.  Already  a panic  had  been  cre- 
ated out  of  the  peculiar  position  of  the  finances  and 
currency  of  the  country.  And  what  would  be  the 
effect  of  this  report  but  to  increase  the  panic?  The 
bill  proposed  to  reduce  the  tariff  ten  per  cent,  in  six 
months  on  all  imported  articles;  and  one-half  of  the 
excess  over  twenty  per  cent,  at  the  end  of  the  six 
following  months;  and  the  other  half  on  the  30th 
September,  1833,  (which  was  more  than  half  of  the 
present  duties  on  many  of  the  most  important  pro- 
tected articles),  in  eighteen  months  from  this  time 
— a reduction  which  would  otherwise  be  made  in 
five  years  and  a half. 

Mr.  A.  Mann  rose  to  a question  of  order,  and  ask- 
ed if,  on  the  question  of  commitment,  it  was  in  or- 
der to  go  into  a regular  debate. 

Mr.  Lawrence  asked  that  he  might  be  permitted  to 
proceed  a few  moments  longer.  He  wished  to  make 
an  appeal  to  some  of  the  members  of  this  house. — 
He  wished  to  appeal  to  the  representatives  of  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania;  and  he  did  so  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  whether  this  was,  or  was  not,  a party 
measure  Sir,  (said  Mr.  L.)  I hope  it  is  not.  But 
I appeal  to  the  representatives  from  tlje  state  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  I ask  them  if  they  are  ready  to 
sanction  the  doctrines  contained  in  this  bill  and  re- 
port. I appeal  to  the  representatives  from  the  state 
of  New  York,  and  I appeal  to  them  to  say  whether 
the  citizens  of  the  state  of  New  York  are  in  favor  of 
this  system?  Sir,  I cannot  believe  it.  1 know  there 
a.e  many  gentlemen,  members  of  this  house,  in  fa- 
vor of  if;  but,  so  far  as  I know,  I feel  assured  that 
the  majority  of  the  people  of  the  state  of  New  York 
will  not  sustain  it. 

I appeal  to  the  representatives  from  the  state  of 
Ohio,  and  all  the  grain-growing  states  of  the  west, 
to  say  if  they  have  no  interest  in  this  question?  Is 
there  a gentleman  here,  truly  representing  the  views 
of  his  constituents,  who  will  say  that  lie  is  willing 
to  place  the  whole  industry  of 'the  country  on  the 
same  foundation  as  the  industry  of  the  nations  of 
Europe  is  placed?  No,  sir,  I believe  no  such  thing. 

I appeal  to  the  representatives  of  New  England, 
in  whole  and  not  in  part.  I appeal  to  the  represen- 
tatives from  Connecticut  in  particular,  as  forming  a 
portion  of  the  administration  party  here,  to  say  whe- 


ther they  dare  go  home  to  their  constituents  with 
this  report  in  their  hands,  and  tell  them  “this  is  our 
doctrine,  we  will  stand  or  fall  by  it.”  Sir,  they 
would  not  be  sustained  a moment;  I say,  and  when  1 
appeal  to  the  representatives  of  New  England,  I 
know  there  is  a diversity  of  opinion  amongst  them, 
but  I say  there  is  no  difference  amongst  them  on  this 
point;  that  is  to  say,  that  this  sudden  and  extraordi- 
nary reduction  at  this  time,  and  under  these  circum- 
stances, without  any  shadow  of  a plea  for  it,  will  ne- 
ver be  sustained.  There  is  no  plea;  for  what  says 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury?  He  says  that  the  re- 
venue will  be  short  during  the  present  year.  The 
secretary  says,  and  he  is  surely  good  authority,  that 
the  revenue,  after  the  appropriations  which  may  be 
expected  to  take  effect  before  the  31st  of  December 
next,  will  be  about  three  millions  short.  What  can 
wm  know  about  the  revenue  of  1338?  Who  knows 
what  we  shall  receive  from  customs  or  from  the 
public  lands?  Who  can  tell  what  is  to  happen  in  a 
year  from  this  time?  No  man  can  say  with  certainty. 

Why  is  this  bill  brought  forward  at  this  time? — 
There  is  no  surplus  now.  We  do  not  expect  there 
will  he  any  at  the  end  of  the  year.  I know  not 
what  effect  the  bill  is  intended  to  have.  I hope  that 
next  to  passing  it,  the  object  is  not  to  send  it  out  to 
the  country  to  destroy  the  confidence  already  so 
much  impaired.  It  strikes  at  the  interests  of  the 
whole  country.  Its  effect  will  be  to  weaken  the 
bonds  of  confidence  and  credit  which  bind  men  to- 
gether in  all  commercial  communities.  Will  any 
gentleman,  (I  do  not  mean  one  of  the  committee)— 
but  will  any  gentleman  of  the  administration  party, 
from  Pennsylvania,  Connecticut,  New  Hampshire', 
New  Jersey  or  any  other  state,  who  may  know  more 
of  this  matter  than  I do,  say  that  he  will  sustain  it, 
and  that  he  believes  it  to  be  for  the  interest  of  the 
country  that  the  bill  should  be  brought  forward  at 
this  time?  This  may  seem  a light  matter,  but,  sir, 
you  are  tampering  with  the  great  interests  of  the 
country.  You  propose  to  throw  open  your  ports  to 
all  the  world;  you  propose  free  trade  on  the  one  side, 
but  you  ask  nothing  on  the  other.  Would  you  ex- 
port more  cotton  or  more  tobacco,  if  the  duty  were 
taken  off  to-morrow?  Who  takes  your  produce? 
Great  Britain  takes  a great  portion  of  it:  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe  takes  some,  but  only  those  articles 
which  cannot  be  done  without. 

What  are  the  duties  in  Great  Britain  on  agricul- 
tural products?  I will  state  a few  of  them.  ^Salted 
beef  cents  per  lb.;  bacon  6 cents  per  lb 

The  speaker  here  intimated  to  Mr.  L.  that  the 
merits  of  the  bill  were  not  open  to  discussion.  Mr. 
Lawrence  inquired  if  it  would  be  in  order  to  move 
that  the  bill  be  rejected,  and  under  that  motion  to 
proceed  with  his  remarks. 

The  speaker  said  it  would  not  now  be  in  order; 
that  the  motion  would  have  been  in  order  if  it  had 
been  submitted  previous  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill.  ° 

Mr.  L.  said  he  would  be  the  last  man  in  the  house 
to  transgress  the  rules  of  the  house,  and  that  he 
would  not,  therefore,  continue  his  remarks 

Mr.  Ingersoll  inquired  if  it  was  in  order  to  move 
the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

The  speaker  said  the  motion  would  be  in  order, 
and  that  it  would  lay  open  to  discussion  the  whole 
merits  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Lawrence,  thereupon,  moved  its  indefinite 
postponement. 

The  speaker  said  that  the  motion  to  commit  would 
take  precedence  of  the  motion  for  indefinite  post- 
ponement, but  that  the  merits  of  the  question  would 
still  be  open  to  discussion. 

Mr.  Lawrence  said  he  wished  merely  to  show  this 
house  what  effect  would  be  produced  by  t'ne  pas- 
sage of  this  bill.  He  was  enumerating  a few  of  the 
English  duties  on  American  articles— on  unmanu- 
factured tobacco,  67  cents  per  pound;  on  manufac- 
tured tobacco,  2 dollars  per  round;  on  coals,  £2  or 
$3  8S  per  ton;  on  spermaceti  candles,  56  cents  per 
pound;  on  tallow  candles,  14  cents  per  pound. 

Mr.  L. proceeded:  I could,  sir,  goon  with  a cata- 
logue of  those  articles  which  interfere  with  the  in- 
terests of  Great  Britain  and  of  the  continent.  Their 
duties,  in  effect,  are  prohibitory  upon  all  such  arti- 
cles. Now,  if  the  duties  are  all  taken  off,  will  you 
export  any  more  than  you  can  now?  No,  sir,  not 
of  a single  article,  unless  it  is  done  by  treaty.  We 
have  no  treaties  of  this  kind  that  I know  of.  How 
is  it  with  cotton?  I apprehend  that  the  cotton 
growers  have  supposed  that  they  held  command  of 
the  market  of  Great  Britain  and  the  continent  of 
Europe.  I wish  to  inform  them  that  it  is  a great 
mistake;  that  these  countries  are  importing  cotton 
now  from  other  parts  of  the  world  besides  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  that  to  a great  extent.  In  India,  they 
are  increasing  the  quantity  as  well  as  the  quality  of 
their  cotton.  During  the  last  year,  double  the  quan- 
tity of  cotton  was  imported  into  England  from  In- 
dia, more  than  was  imported  the  previous  year.  At 


the  present  time,  they  were  importing  cotton  from 
Egypt,  Persia,  Brazil  and  other  places  where  it  was 
grown. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  here  rose,  and  called  for  the  or- 
ders of  the  day;  which  motion  was  lost — ayes  68, 
noes  74. 

Mr.  McKay  here  raised  the  question  whether,  un- 
der the  103d  rule,  the  bill  did  not  require  commit- 
ment. 

The  speaker  decided  that,  so  far  a3  he  was  able  to 
form  an  opinion  from  the  very  hasty  consideration 
he  had  given  to  the  subject,  he  should  decide  that 
the  bill  must  be  committed. 

A long  debate  followed,  in  which  Messrs.  Mercer, 
Mann,  Reed,  Thomas,  Cambreleng,  Ingersoll,  Mann, 
Vinton,  Vanderpoel,  Sutherland  and  Tuucey  took 
part. 

The  speaker  then  assigned  his  reasons  why  he 
was  of  opinion,  upon  further  consideration,  aud 
consulting  precedents,  that  this  bill  is  not  of  a cha- 
racter to  bring  it  under  the  rule  that  every  bill  im- 
posing a tax  upon  the  people  shall  first  be  discuss- 
ed in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Boon  then  withdrew  an  appeal  which  he  had 
taken  from  the  decision  of  the  chair;  and 

Mr.  Lawrence  resumed.  He  was  very  sorry,  he 
said,  that  any  remarks  of  his  should  have  been  the 
cause  of  consuming  so  much  time  of  the  house: 
and  nothing  but  the  peculiar  position  which  he  oc- 
cupied, as  a member  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  would  have  induced  him  to  trespass  on  its 
attention.  Occupying  that  position,  he  felt  him- 
self bound  to  protest  against  this  bill,  as  being  a 
project  as  monstrous  as  any  that  had  ever  been  pre- 
sented to  the  people  of  the  United  States.  4/hen 
interrupted,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  had  remarked  that  he 
had  a word  to  say  to  the  cotton  growers  of  the 
country  in  relation  to  this  bill.  What  he  meant  to 
say  to  them  was,  that  they  have  some  interest  in 
this  great  question.  They  have  a common  interest, 
as  well  as  the  manufacturers,  in  the  prosperity  of 
the  union;  and  they  have  a particular  interest  in 
this  bill  besides,  in  regard  to  their  own  staple. — 
From  data  before  him,  it  was  demonstrable  that  the 
quantity  of  cotton  consumed  in  the  United  States, 
at  this  moment,  is  equal  to  what  the  whole  crop  of 
the  country  was  in  the  year  1820,  some  sixteen  or 
seventeen  years  ago.  This  he  stated  as  a fact  not 
to  be  disputed.  And  the  consumption  here,  more- 
over, is  at  this  time  as  great  as  the  consumption 
was  in  England  two  or  three  and  twenty  years  ago. 
We  consume  now,  in  the  manufactures  of  this 
country,  more  than  a fifth,  and  nearly  a fourth,  of 
the  whole  present  crop  of  cotton.  Was  it  nothing, 
besides,  to  the  growers  of  cotton,  that  Great  Bri- 
tain, the  great  consumer  of  our  cotton,  is  actually 
now  importing  it  from  every  country  that  produces 
it?  Is  that  nothing  to  the  producer  of  it  in  this 
country?  And  is  this  a time  to  reduce  and  almost 
destroy  the  consumption  of  it  here? 

But  (Mr.  L.  said)  he  would  not  now  go  into 
this  subject  at  large — he  might  do  so  on  some  other 
fitting  occasion;  lie  had  risen,  this  morning,  not 
with  a view  to  make  a speech,  but  to  w?ash  his 
hands,  as  a member  of  the  financial  committee,  of 
any  share  in  the  production  of  this  bill,  or  the  re- 
port which  accompanies  it.  He  owed  it  (he  said) 
to  himself — he  owed  it  to  his  constituents — he 
owed  it  to  his  country,  to  do  so,  because  he  believ- 
ed the  bill  fraught  with  every  sort  of  mischief, 
amongst  which  was  its  direct  tendency  to  increase 
the  existing  embarrassment  in  the  commercial 
communities.  For  himself  (he  said)  he  had  no 
ulterior  political  objects  to  serve  by  his  course  in 
this  house  on  this  or  any  other  question:  he  asked 
for  nothing — he  feared  nothing:  he  was  neither  an 
officeholder  nor  an  officeseeker.  But  his  object 
in  addressing  the  chairman  was  to  ascertain,  and 
let  the  countiy  know,  whether  this  bill  was  or  was 
not  a political  measure.  He  had  had  no  opportuni- 
ty to  ascertain  that  fact.  I would  like  to  know 
(said  he)  whether  there  is  any  concert  of  action 
here,  upon  this  bill,  among  the  administration 
party.  The  country  ought  to  know,  and  to  know 
at  once,  whether  this  be  a party  measure  or  not. 

I hope,  sir,  that  it  is  not.  For  that  reason,  sir,  it 
was  that  I appealed  to  the  representatives  from 
Connecticut,  as  deeply  interested  in  this  question 
as  any  state  in  the  union — to  the  representatives 
from  New  Hampshire,  from  Rhode  Island — from  all 
New  England,  and  from  Pennsylvania,  the  latter 
the  authors  (I  was  p/>ing  to  say)  and  the  consistent 
supporters  of  the  protective  system.  I now  call 
upon  them  all  to  rise  in  their  places  and  say  whe- 
ther they  are  going  for  this  bill.  I want  the  coun- 
try to  know  this.  It  is  due  to  the  people  that  they 
should  know  whether  a bill  is  going  to  pass  this 
house  by  the  votes  of  those  representatives,  which 
will  prostrate  to  the  earth  most  important  interests 
of  die  country.  I profess,  sir,  some  practical 
knowledge  of  the  subject;  and  I pronounce  this 
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bill  fraught  with  consequences  fatal  to  thousands  of 
individuals.  It  has  been  said  that  a bill  embracing 
such  provisions  as  the  bill  now  before  the  house,  is 
a bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor.  Sir,  I deny  the 
truth  of  the  proposition.  This  is  a bill  the  title  of 
which  should  be  a bill  to  make  the  rich  richer, 

AND  THE  POOR  POORER. 

Mr.  L.  here  traced  the  passage  of  such  a bill  as 
this  to  its  probable  consequences.  He  supposed 
the  case  of  an  individual  in  Pennsyslvauia,  or  in 
Connecticut,  engaged  in  manufactures,  the  cost  of 
whose  buildings  and  fixtures  has  been  ten  thousand 
dollars,  upon  which,  (a  common  case),  there  was 
a mortgage  for  one-half  the  cost.  To  pay  off  this 
mortgage,  when  his  employment  for  his  machinery 
fails,  his  property  is  sold.  Who  buys  it?  Is  it  the 
poor  man  who  purchases  in  such  cases?  Not  at  all; 
but  he  who  has  redundant  capital.  What  is  now 
the  case,  Mr.  L.  asked,  in  those,  parts  of  the  coun- 
try where  pecuniary  pressure  is  felt?  Go  into  your 
cities,  and  you  will  find  that  the  men  who  have  a 
small  or  a middling  property  are  paying  at  the  rate 
of  from  15  to  30  per  cent,  per  annum  for  money. 
Who  is  it  that  is  reaping  the  profit?  Is  it  the  poor 
man?  No,  sir,  it  is  the  rich  capitalist,  or  those  who 
are  allowed  to  use  his  capital.  If  there  was  ever 
a system  devised  on  earth  to  throw  the  property  of 
the  country  into  the  hands  of  the  few  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  many,  it  is  the  present  financial  system 
of  the  United  States.  I know  it,  sir,  and  I am 
willing  that  my  judgment  of  the  matter  shall  go 
to  the  country,  for  every  practical  man  will  know 
that  what  I say  is  true.  Aye,  sir,  and  the  bill  on 
your  table  goes  to  a much  further  extent  than  this, 
for  it  reaches  the  labor  of  his  country.  In  one  month 
after  the  passage  of  this  bill,  the  business  of  every 
manufacturer  and  dealer  in  the  country  will  be 
contracted.  It  is  not  the  large  capitalist,  protected 
by  his  money-bags,  who  will  feel  its  direct  effects, 
but  the  laborer— the  mechanic,  who  now  gets  two 
dollars  or  two  dollars  and  half  a day.  To  him  the 
employer  says,  on  receiving  information  of  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill,  I must  stop  my  work!  Oh,  no! 
says  the  laborer,  for  you  will  take  from  me  my 
means  of  support.  Well,  says  the  employer,  I 
will,  in  order  to  keep  you  at  work,  give  you  hence- 
forth a dollar  a day  instead  of  what  I have  hereto- 
fore given  you.  Gentlemen  may  flatter  themselves 
that  they  are  exempt  from  the  operations  of  this 
bill;  but  no  man,  whatever  his  condition  in  life  may 
be,  is  beyond  the  deleterious  effects  of  this  bill  if 
it  becomes  a law.  Mr.  L.  was  sure,  he  said,  that 
the  representatives  from  the  western  states,  or  from 
the  southern,  were  not  going  for  this  bill.  The  re- 
presentatives from  the  southern  states  especially 
would  not  go  for  it  when  the  profits  of  their  cotton 
crops  were  already  in  a process  of  reduction;  for, 
although  he  knew  that  the  crop  of  this  year  was 
a large  one,  the  proceeds  of  that  crop  will  fall  far 
short  of  the  proceeds  of  the  crop  of  last  year. 

Mr.  L.  said  it  was  not  only  to  protest  against  the 
principles  of  this  bill  that  he  had  risen,  but  to  ask 
of  the  gentlemen  of  this  house  who  have  the  power 
to  do  what  they  will — to  pass  this  bill,  or  to  defeat 
it — whether  this  bill  was  to  be  considered  as  a pro- 
clamation issued  by  the  present  dynasty  in  the  go- 
vernment, or  as  a decisive  token  of  the  course  of 
measures  which  we  have  to  expect  at  the  hands  of 
the  coming  administration.  For,  he  did  not  hesitate 
to  say,  if  it  is  produced  as  a party  measure,  it  will 
become  the  law  of  the  land;  but,  if  not,  by  fhe  aid 
of  the  representatives  of  Pennsylvania,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Ohio  and  Maine,  whose  constituents  are  so 
deeply  interested  in  the  matter,  with  those  from  at 
least  a portion  of  the  south,  the  bill  might  provi- 
dentially be  defeated.  But,  be  that  as  it  might,  it 
was  the  imperative  duty  of  the  house  to  declare  to 
the  country,  at  once,  immediately,  whether  or  not 
it  was  probable  that  any  bill  like  this  would  pass 
during  the  present  congress. 

Mr.  L.  said  that,  whilst  he  was  up,  and  as  he 
might  not  have  another  opportunity,  he  would  say 
one  word  on  the  state  of  the  currency  of  the  coun- 
try. In  the  first  place,  said  he,  the  domestic  ex- 
changes of  the  country  are  far  greater  in  amount 
than  all  the  gold  and  all  the  silver  and  all  the  bank 
notes  in  circulation — a vast  deal  greater.  These 
exchanges  are  not  now  available  to  any  great  ex- 
tent. To  a very  large  amount  they  cannot  be 
used,  in  consequence  of  the  position  in  which,  by 
its  measures,  the  government  has  plaeed  the  coun- 
try. He  meant  no  reflections  upon  the  banks;  for 
it  is  their  interest  to  do  all  the  business  that  they 
can,  and  they  do  it.  But  the  channels  of  domestic 
exchange  are  obstructed',  from  the  want  of  ability 
on  the  part  of  the  banks:  and  a considerable  por- 
tion of  our  commercial  difficulties  arises  out  of  that 
circumstance.  Add  to  this  and  other  causes  the 
introduction  of  this  bill,  with  the  expectation  that 
it  ia  to  become  the  law  of  the  land,  and  you  will 


produce  a state  of  things  the  like  of  which  very 
few  members  of  this  house  has  ever  seen. 

Mr.  Corwin,  of  Ohio;  obtained  the  floor;  but  the 
hour  being  late,  he  gave  way  to  a motion  for  ad- 
journment, and  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday’s  proceedings. 

In  the  senate.  After  the  usual  morning  business, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  supplementary  de- 
posite  bill,  (to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  late 
bill  through  1837),  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker  the  resolution  offered 
by  him  yesterday  on  the  subject  of  Texas,  was  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Wed- 
nesday next. 

The  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Morris  prohibiting 
the  sales  of  public  lands,  except  to  actual  settlers, 
was  announced  as  the  order  of  the  day.  After  a 
brief  discussion,  some  amendments  by  the  com- 
mittee were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the  sub- 
ject was  then  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  next  special 
order,  the  expunging  resolution  of  Mr.  Benton: 
when  that  gentleman  addressed  the  senate  at  length 
on  the  subject.  Mr.  Davis  followed,  but  before  he 
had  concluded,  gave  way  to  Mr.  Grundy,  on  whose 
motion  the  senate  adjourned. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  the  first  business 
in  order  was  the  bill  reported  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Cambreleng,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
to  reduce  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  govern- 
ment: there  being  two  motions  pending,  first  for 
commitment,  and  secondly  for  indefinite  postpone- 
ment. Mr.  Corwin  addressed  the  house  in  opposi- 
tion to,  and  Mr.  Cushman,  of  N.  H.  in  favor  of  the 
bill.  Mr.  Galbraith  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  until  Tuesday  next, 
and  that  the  bill,  report,  ike.  be  printed.  Mr.  Muh- 
lenberg moved  that  the  bill,  &c.  be  laid  on  the  table 
and  that  they  be  printed.  Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Ken- 
tucky, moved  a division  of  the  question — first,  on 
laying  the  bill,  &c.  on  the  table,  and  then  on  print- 
ing. An  animated  and  desultory  debate  now  ensu- 
ed, (of  which  we  will  publish  a notice  hereafter) — 
after  w'hich  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  the 
motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  and  decided  in 
the  negative,  yeas  94,  nays  119.  Mr.  Holsey  then 
moved  that  the  house  adjourn,  but  withdrew  his 
motion  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  who  mov- 
ed that  the  report,  bill  and  documents  be  printed, 
which  motion  prevailed.  Some  business  of  minor 
importance  was  next  transacted,  after  which  the 
house  adjourned. 

DOMESTIC  CHRONICLE. 

A report  reached  Washington  yesterday  from  the 
west,  by  way  of  Baltimore,  that  the  wife  of  Mr.  Se- 
nator Ewing  died  on  the  1st  instant:  which  was  of 
course  believed  to  be  true,  until  it  was  ascertained 
that  a letter  had  been  received  here  from  a member 
of  the  senator’s  family,  under  date  of  the  5th  inst. 
saying  that  Mrs.  E.  w'as  rapidly  recovering  from  her 
dangerous  indisposition.  [Nat.  Int. 

It  was  a real  pleasure  to  see  Mr.  Morris,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  his  place  in  the  house  of  representatives 
(for  the  first  time  this  session)  on  Monday.  He 
was  taken  ill  on  his  way  hither,  and  has  been  de- 
tained in  Baltimore,  until  now,  by  protracted  indis- 
position. [iViit.  Int. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury  acknowledges  the 
receipt  of  an  anonymous  letter,  postmarkeu  “Leba- 
non, Connecticut,  January  6th,”  which  states:  “In 
the  late  war  a partner  of  mine  took  pay  (I  believe) 
lor  a number  of  yards  of  cotton  cloth  more  than  he 
delivered:  the  enclosed  is  to  make  restitution.” 

The  amount  enclosed  in  the  letter  ($10)  being 
presumed  to  be  due  to  the  United  States,  has  been 
deposited  to  the  creditofthe  treasurer  of  the  United 
States  in  the  bank  of  the  Metropolis.  [Globe. 

Express  Mail.  Vie  are  requested  to  state,  for  the 
information  of  those  who  have  occasion  to  write  to 
members  of  congress,  that  the  letters  of  members 
by  the  express  mail  are  not  free,  but,  like  all  other 
letters  by  that  mail,  are  charged  with  triple  postage. 
This  seems  not  to  be  generally  understood.  Mem- 
bers are  every  day  taxed  with  triple  postage  on  let- 
ters by  the  express  mail,  by  persons  writing  on  their 
own  business.  Such  letters  should  be  paid  at  the 
office  where  they  are  mailed.  [/A. 

Rife  manufactory . There  is  a manufactory  of 
Cochran’s  many  chambered  rifle,  fora  company  in 
New  York.  Eight  rifles  are  finished  weekly.  The 
editor  of  the  Springfield  Gazette  says  that  he  has 
witnessed  the  discharge  of  the  nine  charges  of  pow- 
der and  ball,  contained  in  the  chambers  of  the  cy- 
linder in  15  seconds,  and  in  one  instance  in  a still 
shorter  time,  hardly  exceeding  one  second  to  each 
discharge  of  the  rifle. 


Baltimore  delegation.  A bill  which  passed  the 
last  legislature  of  Maryland,  to  increase  tie  Jeltga- 
tion  from  Baltimore  from  two  to  four  members, 
has  been  confirmed  by  the  present,  and  is-  now  a 
part  of  the  constitution  of  the  state.  Tlr-s-oonces- 
sion  is  a trifle  compared  to  the  mon  stroeir-  abuses 
under  which  the  larger  counties  stu  l l*in~  fiBtn 
the  anti-republican  character  of  the  corad  lirtfon. 
The  bill  passed  the  senate  unanimous  ly,  sia»  the 
house  of  delegates  by  a vote  of  53  to  15  . 

The  army — More  resignations.  The  for b vs  mg' 
additional  resignations  of  officers  of  the  army  are' 
officially  published  as  having  taken  place  from  the  - 
31st  of  October  to  the  31st  of  December,  ii  'dusve,- 
viz:  [Naf.  InleU 

Captains.  Major  C.  Legate,  Wm.  M.  Boyne - 
James  Dean,  Thomas  Hunt,  Henry  Smith,  2 almar.* 
C.  Palmer. 

First  lieutenants.  John  McClellan,  John  W.. 
Barry,  George  W.  Ward,  Robert  P.  Smith.  I ■ B. 
W.  Stockton,  Jona.  K.  Greenough.  William  Bio  id- 
good,  John  M.  Berrien,  Alex.  J.  Center. 

Staff.  Zina  Pitcher,  surgeon,  Wm.  A.  Berry, 
assistant  surgeon. 

The  Cincinnati  Post  of  the  4th  instant  says  that 
the  roads  in  Indiana  are  literally  alive  with  hogs, 
going  to  the  market  of  that  city.  Prices  ranged 
from  six  to  seven  cents,  according  to  size. 


Distilling.  In  the  Pennsylvania  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, on  Thursday  last,  a resolution  was 
offered  by  Mr.  Mcllvain,  of  Chester  county,  pro- 
posing— on  account  of  the  extensive  failure  of  the 
last  year’s  crop — to  instruct  the  committee  on  agri- 
culture to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  imposing 
a tax,  for  a limited  period,  on  the  distillation  of  ar- 
dent spirits.  The  resolution  was  twice  read  and 
agreed  to. 

In  Franklin  county,  Pa.  a public  meeting  of  the 
distillers  has  been  called  for  the  18th  inst.  in  Cham- 
bersburgh,  with  a view  to  the  adoption  of  some 
general  arrangement  for  greatly  reducing,  if  not 
entirely  suspending  the  business  of  distilling  for 
some  time.  This  course  is  deemed  necessary,  on 
account  of  the  present  apparent  scarcity  and  con- 
sequent high  prices  of  bread  stuffs.  It  is  a good 
and  humane  move,  undoubtedly,  in  the  actual  con- 
dition of  the  grain  and  flour  market. 


Imports  and  exports  for  six  years,  ending  30th  Sept. 
Imports  for  1831  .$'103,000,00(1 


Exports 
Imports  for  1S32 
Exports  “ 

Imports  for  1833 
Exports  “ 

Imports  for  1834 
Exports  “ 

Imports  for  1835 
Exports  “ 

Imports  for  1836 
Exnorts  “ 


81,000,000  Excess  $22,000,000 
101,000,000 


57. 000.  000 
108,000,000 

90.000. 000 

136.000. 000 

104.000. 000 

149.000. 000 

121.000. 000 
174.000.000 
1-19  000  000 


14.000. 000 

18.000. 000 
22,000,000 
2S, 000, 000 


59  000  000 


Banking  capital  in  Virginia.  The  stockholders 
of  the  Farmers  bank  of  Virginia,  have  made  an  ap- 
plication to  the  legislature  of  that  state,  praying  an 
act  authorising  an  increase  of  their  capital  stock  to 
an  amount  not  less  than  one  million  two  hundred  and 
forty  thousand  dollars. 

The  president  has,  as  usual,  notified  the  senate  to 
meet  the  4th  of  March  ensuing.  This  is  the  usual 
courtesy  paid  by  the  executive  to  his  successor, 
who,  in  his  inauguration  that  day,  which  is  also  the 
constitutional  termination  of  the  existing  session  of 
congress,  requires  the  co-operation  of  the  senate  to 
aid  him  in  the  construction  of  his  cabinet. 


The  U.  S.  supreme  court  commenced  its  annual 
session  on  Monday  last,  in  the  court  room  at  the 
capitol.  All  the  judges  were  present  except  judge 
Wayne,  and  all  in  apparent  health.  The  absent 
judge  is  expected,  we  believe,  in  a day  or  two. — 
Until  he  arrives,  (under  a rule  of  the  court  made 
three  years  ago),  tio  question  of  constitutional  law 
can  be  taken  up,  a full  court  being  required  tor  all 
such.  The  docket  is  not  large,  the  number  ot  eases 
upon  it  falling  short  of  sixty.  [Aat.  Int. 

The  lost  money  restored.  We  learn  that  the  re- 
ward for  the  $25,000,  some  time  since  lost  in 
this  city,  having  been  increased  to  $5,000,  notes 
to  the  amount  of  $20,000  were  yesterday  address- 
ed through  the  post  office,  to  Messrs.  J.  ft  G.  Ber- 
lin. 

Since  writing  the  above,  we  have  been  informed 
that  only  $17,000  have  been  returned;  the  finder 
having  taken  the  $500  reward  originally  offered  by 
Mr.  Nevins,  of  this  city — the  $2,500  offered  by  the 
New  York  house— and  the  $5,000  offered  by  the 
Messrs.  Berlin— in  all  $3,000.  A prefty  consi- 
derable sum  for  picking  up  a small  package. 
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(ItJ-Our  old  carrier  is  confined  to  the  house  by  in- 
disposition, and  the  delivery  of  the  “Register” 
has  been  committed  to  new  hands.  Should  any  of 
our  subscribers  be  neglected,  they  will  oblige  us  by 
leaving  notice  to  that  effect  at  the  publication  office 
in  Water  street,  where  missing  numbers  of  the  “Re- 
gister” will  be  cheerfully  supplied. 

{X5* Among  the  annoyances  suffered  in  conducting 
this  work,  there  is  none  greater  than  the  necessity 
which  often  compels  us  to  omit  articles  prepared  with 
much  care,  to  give  place  to  those  which  must  be  in- 
serted, both  on  account  of  their  current  interest  and 
as  subjects  for  record.  Of  this  character  are  the 
proceedings  of  congress  and  Mr.  Cambreleng’s  re- 
port from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  for  re- 
ducing the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  government, 
which  have  crowded  out  a mass  of  articles  on  our 
desk.  We  will,  however,  speedily  relieve  our  files 
by  a supplemental  sheet,  as  a slight  return  for  the 
manifestations  we  daily  receive  ot  the  public  favor. 

0C5-Mr.  Cambreleng’s  report  and  bill  from  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  for  reducing  the  re- 
venue, have  been  committed  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, — and  from  what  we 
can  learn  from  Washington  there  is  not  the  slightest 
prospect  that  the  bill  will  be  carried  in  its  present 
shape, — indeed,  it  is  said  there  will  be  no  further  ac- 
tion on  tlie  subject  at  the  present  session,  and  that 
it  was  only  intended  as  a demonstration  for  "■certain 
purposes /”  hereafter.  These  impressions  should  not 
however,  slacken  the  zeal  of  the  friends  of  the  pro- 
tective system,  who  must  not  expect  either  justice  or 
mercy  from  politicians  of  Mr.  Cambreleng’s  school, 
with  their  preposterous  notions  of  free  trade — about 
as  practicable  in  the  present  condition  of  the  world, 
as  his  calculations!  in  his  celebrated  report  from  the 
committee  on  commerce  in  1830,  are  true. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
is  inserted  in  the  present  sheet,  and  is  itself  the 
most  powerful  argument  against  the  object  it  affects 
to  have  in  view;  for  a greater  tissue  of  bungling  de- 
monstrations and  false  inferences  wTas  never  em- 
bodied in  any  report  that  has  emanated  from  a com- 
mittee of  congress,  since  the  memorable  report 
aforesaid— in  which  Mr.  Cambreleng  put  down 
"the  coasting  tonnage ” of  Great  Britain  in  1827  at 
8,648,868  tons,  that  amount  being  only  six  millions 
one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-eight  tons  more  than  the  whole  ton- 
nage of  the  British  empire  amounted  to  in  that 
year!  But  its  errors  of  facts  and  inference  have 
been  ably  exposed  by  Messrs.  Lawrence  and  Cor- 
win of  Ohio,  whose  speeches  shall  have  a place 
as  soon  soon  as  reported.  In  the  mean  time  the 
following  extract  from  an  article  in  a late  number 
of  the  "Globe,”  will  afford  matter  for  reflection. 

“The  only  difficulty,”  says  the  Globe,  “that 
can  ensue  among  the  republicans,  who  are  sin- 
cerely desirous  of  bringing  down  the  taxes  so  as 
only  to  supply  an  economical  expenditure,  will  be 
the  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  effect  of  the  re- 
ductions proposed  in  the  report.  Many  consider 
the  reductions  contemplated  too  rapid  and  radical, 
and  with  the  restrictions  in  land  sales,  greater  than 
the  object  it  has  in  view  will  justify  or  require. 
A more  gradual  movement  in  the  same  direction, 
will,  we  think,  be  the  probable  result  of  the  de- 
liberations of  the  majority  in  congress,  which  doubt- 
less concurs  with  the  committee  in  regard  to  the 
great  end  it  would  accomplish,  and,  in  the  main,  as 
to  the  means.  All  are  sensible  that  a sudden, 
abrupt  and  violent  change  is  not  the  proper  alterna- 
tive for  the  present  state  of  things.  Day  itself  would 
be  intolerable,  if  it  did  not  emerge  through  twilight. 
The  vicissitudes  of  the  season  are  made  grateful 
and  beneficent  by  their  slow  approach,'  and  the 
happy  manner  in  which  they  are  intermingled. 

“The  sensation  which  this  report  produced  in 
the  house  was  strongly  manifested  at  the  moment 
it  was  received,  and  on  every  preliminary  motion. 
As  frequently  happens,  one  of  the  most  unimport- 
ant articles,  as  a matter  of  finance,  was  most  talked 
about,  and  excited  the  greatest  sensibility.  The 
duty  on  coal  produces  a revenue  of  only  ,$100,000. 
Its  protection,  too,  is  almost  secured  by  natural 
causes,  independently  of  tariffs.  As  a matter  of 
principle  or  interest,  we  learn  that  the  committee 
consider  it  altogether  a non  essential  in  the  scheme 
of  reduction,” 
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Mr.  Benton’s  expunging  resolution  passed  the 
senate  on  Monday  last,  by  a vote  of  24  to  19.  In 
a subsequent  page  we  have  given  an  account  of 
all  that  transpired  on  the  occasion,  including  the 
extraordinary  scene  with  an  individual  arrested  for 
an  indignity  to  the  senate,  on  the  conclusion  of  the 
ceremony  of  expunction. 

Party  is  so  closely  allied  with  this  question,  that 
any  opinion  we  may  utter,  will  be  imputed  to  per- 
sonal bias — yet,  we  cannot  refrain  from  saying,  that 
this  act  of  the  senate  is  a palpable  violation  of  the 
constitution,  and  has  established  a precedent  of 
a most  fatal  tendency.  It  is  not  only  a clear  in- 
fraction of  that  provision  of  that  instrument  which 
enjoins  that  a journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  se- 
nate shall  be  "kept,”  but  is  impressed  with  a degree 
of  personality  that  should  not  find  a place  in  a body 
with  such  high  prerogatives  as  the  senate  of  the  U. 
States:  and  for  all  practical  purposes,  both  in  its  pre- 
sent effects  and  for  posterity,  it  is  utterly  valueless. 
For,  with  this  precedent  established,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  inform  our  readers  that  chance  or  change, 
may  create,  at  no  distant  day,  a majority  in  the  se- 
nate opposed  to  the  expunging  resolution,  and  that 
that  majority  may  direct  its  expunction  from  the 
journals  and  the  restoration  of  that  which  it  con- 
demns. These  resolutions  may  also  be  expunged 
by  another  senate,  and  thus  we  may  have  “the  con- 
temptible farce”  of  expunction  or  restoration,  play- 
ed at  each  ascendancy  of  party.  A more  safe,  and 
equally  honorable,  mode  of  evincing  confidence  in 
the  purity  of  the  motives  of  the  president,  would 
have  been  the  passage  of  a resolution  to  that  effect; 
and  then  the  issue  would  have  been  fairly  presented 
for  the  decision  of  posterity. 

The  subjoined  communication  has  been  handed 
to  us  for  publication  by  the  citizen  who  was  arrest- 
ed and  brought  before  the  senate  by  the  sergeant- 
at-arms  on  Monday  night,  on  a charge  of  commit- 
ting disorder  in  the  gallery.  As  his  arrest  and  the 
alleged  causes  of  it  are  made  known  through  our 
columns,  we  of  course  concede  to  him  the  right  of 
being  heard  through  the  same  channel. 

[ National  Intelligencer. 

[COMMUNICATED.] 

The  public  will  undoubtedly  be  informed,  through 
the  medium  of  the  reports  of  congressional  pro- 
ceedings, letters  from  Washington,  and  by  other 
means,  that  last  night,  after  passing  of  the  expung- 
ing resolution,  by  the  senate  of  the  United  States, 
a gross  outrage  was  perpetrated,  at  the  instigation 
ot  Mr.  Senator  Benton,  on  the  person  of  an  Ameri- 
can citizen.  That  he  was  arrested,  brought  to  the 
bar  of  the  senate,  condemned  without  proof,  denied 
permission  to  speak,  and  discharged  without  trial, 
after  being  insultingly  called  "a  hired  ruffian  of  the 
bank”  by  Mr.  Benton,  sheltered  behind  his  privi- 
lege as  a senator. 

That  individual  desires  the  public  to  suspend 
their  judgment  on  this  matter  until  due  delibera- 
tion shall  have  enabled  him  to  determine  upon  the 
course  most  proper  to  be  pursued  in  relation  to  this 
outrage  on  the  rights  of 

An  American  Citizen. 

Washington,  January  17,  1837. 

Texas  and  Mexico.  On  Thursday  last  a mes- 
sage was  received  by  the  senate  from  the  president 
of  the  U.  States,  transmitting  the  correspondence 
of  that  functionary  with  Santa  Ana,  w'hich  is  in- 
serted in  the  last  page  to  the  exclusion  of  our  foreign 
and  domestic  chronicle.  It  wili  be  found  highly  in- 
teresting and  important  when  taken  in  connection 
with  the  declarations  of  Messrs.  Preston,  Wallccr 
and  Calhoun. 

Santa  Ana  arrived  at  Frederick,  Md.  on  Tuesday 
last  at  1 o’clock,  and  on  the  same  evening,  accom- 
panied by  his  escort,  waited  upon  the  veteran  gen- 
eral Gaines,  to  whom  he  felt  under  obligations  for 
courtesies  received.  On  Wednesday  morning  he 
departed  for  Washington,  at  which  place  col.  Al- 
monte, his  secretary  and  aid,  arrived  on  Tuesday. 
Santa  Ana  was  accompanied  by  colonels  Hockley 
and  Patton;  the  latter  acting  as  interpreter  in  the 
absence  of  col.  Almonte. 

The  New  Orleans  Standard  furnishes  a very  cu- 
rious account  of  the  action  of  the  different  branches 
of  the  Texan  government,  in  relation  to  Santa  Ana. ) 


The  rumors  reaching  the  ears  of  the  members  of 
congress,  that  president  Houston  intended  to  libe- 
rate the  Mexican  chiefs,  they  passed  the  following 
resolution; 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  and  is  hereby 
vested  with  the  custody  and  disposal  of  all  prisoners 
of  war.  Provided,  that  the  prisoners  Santa  Ana  and 
Almonte  shall  not  be  released  or  set  at  liberty  on 
any  occasion,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  senate, 
and  that  the  president  shall  not  have  the  power  to 
release  said  prisoners  during  the  recess  of  the  se- 
nate. 

This  resolution  was  immediately  vetoed  by  gen. 
Houston.  The  congress,  notwithstanding,  passed 
it  again  by  the  constitutional  majority  of  tw  o-thirds, 
and  it  became  a law.  President  Houston,  driven  to 
extremity,  and  determined  to  release  Santa  Ana  at 
all  hazards,  pronounced  the  resolution  unconstitu- 
tional, and  a usurpation  of  his  executive  authority, 
and,  in  the  face  of  the  law  of  congress,  set  Santa 
Ana  free,  and  put  the  whole  congress  at  defiance. 
The  army  being  with  the  president  in  all  things, 
congress  succumbed. 

By  slips  received  in  Baltimore  from  New  Or- 
leans, information  has  been  received  that  M.  Go- 
rostiza  arrived  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  on  the  15th 
of  December,  which  event  will  bring  up  at  once 
for  the  decision  of  that  governrment,  the  results  of 
his  mission  to  this  country.  On  the  same  day, 
general  Bustamente  arrived  from  France  in  the 
city  of  Mexico.  Hois  a candidate  for  the  presi- 
dency, and  will  probably  be  chosen.  Report  says 
he  declared  for  the  federative,  system,  w hich  sets 
him  at  once  into  opposition  to  Santa  Ana.  His 
success  would  be  favorable  to  the  principles  origi- 
nally declared  for  by  Texas — but  in  her  present 
posture,  adverse  to  the  hopes  resting  upon  the  sup- 
posed engagements  of  Santa  Ana. 

Trial  of  Richard  H.  White.  On  Friday 
morning  the  13th  inst.  the  yurt/  came  into  court,  hav- 
ing been  out  more  than  twenty-four  hours,  and  ga\e 
in  a special  verdict,  finding  the  traverser  guilty  of 
the  offence  charged,  but  that  he  came  within  the 
view  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  and  was  there- 
fore to  be  acquitted. 

Mr.  Brent  claimed  the  acquittal  of  his  client  on 
this  verdict,  and  that  it  should  be  recorded  as  amount- 
ing to  a verdict  of  not  guilty. 

The  court  dissented,  and  after  some  discussion, 
the  jury  were  sent  back,  and  in  a little  while  return- 
ed and  gave  the  following  verdict: 

“We,  the  jury,  are  of  opinion  that  the  offence,  as 
charged,  was  committed  by  the  prisoner;  but  find 
him  not  guilty,  upon  the  pica  of  limitations,  more 
than  two  years  having  elapsed  from  the  committing 
of  the  offence  to  finding  the  indictment.” 

Mr.  Brent  now  called  upon  the  court  for  the  dis- 
charge of  his  client.  This,  however,  was  refused, 
as  it  appears  that  the  qualifications  or  hypothesis 
contained  in  the  verdict,  gives  ground  for  argument 
and  leaves  it  to  be  decided  by  the  court  whether  or 
not  this  verdict  is  a verdict  of  acquittal. 

In  the  case  of  Harry  White  the  jury  returned  a 
verdict  of  guilty. 

Delaware.  Judge  Thomas  Clayton  has  accept- 
ed the  appointment  of  U.  S.  senator,  and  took  his 
seat  on  Thursday  last.  John  M.  Clayton,  has  been 
appointed  chief  justice  of  Delaware,  vice  judge 
Thomas  Clayton,  and  has  accepted  the  appointment 
to  the  great  gratification  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

Judge  Thomas  Clayton  at  first  declined  the  ap- 
pointment to  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  and 
wrote  to  the  governor  of  Delaware  to  that  effect — 
but  the  obstacle  to  his  acceptance  having  been,  un- 
expectedly, removed  he  withdrew  the  letter  of  re- 
signation. 

Gov.  Call  returned  to  Tallahassee  from  the 
seat  of  war  on  the  28th  ult.  and  was  greeted  with 
every  testimonial  of  esteem  and  respect.  At  about 
two  miles  from  that  town  he  was  met  by  a large 
cavalcade  of  citizens  on  horseback,  and  escorted 
into  it  amidst  the  firing  of  cannon. 

During  the  latter  ceremony,  we  regret  to  state 
that  Mr.  Benjamin  Taylor  was  so  much  injured  by 
the  explosion  of  a charge,  whilst  ramming  it  home. 
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as  to  render  the  amputation  of  both  hands  necessa-  | 
ry,  and  that  a Mr.  Freeman  had  his  wrist  broken  by  I 
the  same  accident. 

B.  Rathbun.  The  Buffalo  Commercial  Adver- 
tiser states  that  the  trial  of  B.  Rathbun,  indicted  for 
forgery,  came  on  on  the  5th  inst.  when  an  affidavit 
was  putin  by  the  prisoner  stating  that  Lyman  Rath- 
bun,  Rathbun  Allen  and  Horace  Janes,  of  New  York, 
were  material  witnesses  in  his  behalf,  but  could  not 
be  produced;  and  on  motion  of  T.  T.  Sherwood  and 
E.  VanBuren,  esqrs.  counsel  for  the  prisoner,  his 
trial  was  put  over  until  the  next  court  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer,  in  July  next. 

The  prisoner  was  willing  to  come  to  trial  on  the 
first  twelve  indictments  found  against  him,  by  which 
he  is  only  charged  as  accessary  to  the  forgeries,  but 
not  on  the  one  recently  obtained  against  him  as  prin- 
cipal in  the  crime.  It  was,  however,  determined 
by  the  counsel  on  both  sides,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  court,  that  the  public  would  be  best  satisfied, 
and  the  ends  of  justice  best  subserved,  by  a trial  at 
the  same  term,  upon  all  the  charges  against  him,  so 
that  the  matter  could  be  finally  disposed  of. 

Lyman  Rathbun  has  absconded,  but  thefpursuit 
was  hot,  and  it  was  expected  that  he  would  be  ap- 
prehended. 

The  New  York  papers  contain  the  advertisement 
for  the  sale  of  B.  Rath  bun’s  real  estate, — a mere  list 
of  which  is  enough  to  burden  the  memory  of  an  or- 
dinary man,  and  its  management  sufficient  for  the 
employment  of  a hundred  heads  and  hands. 

A just  verdict.  We  learn  from  the  Boston  Ad- 
vocate of  Saturday  the  7th  inst.  that  on  the  day  pre- 
vious, the  jury  in  the  case  of  Thompson  and  others 
vs.  the  Providence  rail  road  company,  returned  the 
following  verdict;  damages  awarded  to  Thompson 
$2,250;  Cummings,  $175;  Ransom,  $175;  White, 
$1,500;  Howell,  $3,000;  Murdock,  $2,250;  making 
the  whole  amount  of  damages  $9,350. 

The  counsel  in  the  case  of  midshipman  Rust 
against  the  same  corporation,  then  agreed  with  the 
counsel  for  the  rail  road  company  that  the  same  jury 
should,  by  consent,  return  a verdict  for  $2,000. — 
The  sum  of  $11,350  has  thus  been  awarded  as  dama- 
ges against  the  Providence  rail  road  company  on 
account  of  the  unfortunate  collision  of  their  cars  last 
summer;  and  there  remains  one  case  (Brown’s)  to 
be  decided  by  reference. 

The  verdict  of  the  jury  in  the  several  cases  set- 
tles one  of  the  most  important  questions  ever  brought 
before  our  courts.  The  jury  deserves  the  thanks  of 
their  fellow  citizens,  and  of  the  whole  country,  for 
the  firmness  and  sound  discretion  with  which  they 
gave  their  verdict,  avoiding  vindictive  damages  to 
punish  the  corporation, but  giving  such  liberal  com- 
pensation for  the  injuries  received,  as  will  serve  as 
ample  warning  to  all  rail  road  companies  to  employ 
scientific  and  competent  men,  and  to  use  such  pre- 
cautions as  will  hereafter  protect  the  travelling  pub- 
lic from  danger,  either  by  the  inexperience  or  rash- 
ness of  the  managers  of  rail  road  cars. 


New  York  banks.  The  New  York  Star  has 
published  the  following  list  of  all  the  out  standing 
drafts  upon  the  banks  of  that  city  which  are  not 
yet  due: 

Banks.  Payable  to. 

Merchants’  Virginia  15th  January  $100,000 
Do.  N.  Carolina  1st  March  100,000 

Manhattan  Co.  Virginia  15th  February  100,000 
Do.  Georgia  1st  March  50,000 

Mechanics’  Virginia  15th  March  100,000 
Do.  Albany  1st  Feb.  1st  March  90,000 

Do.  Washington  15th  March  100,000 

Seventh  Ward  North  Carolina  1st  April  50,000 
Phenix  N.  Carolina  15th  March  100,000 

Union  Savannah,  Geo.  1st  March  50,000 

Merchants’ Ex.  Augusta,  Geo.  20th  March  100,000 
Leather  Man ’rs  Washington  20th  February  25,000 
Dry  Dock  Washington  1st  March  70,000 


$1,030,000 


Appointments  by  the  president.  By  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

Thomas  Lumpkin,  to  be  consul  for  the  port  of 
Buenos  Ayres. 

Thomas  R.  Gray,  to  be  consul  for  the  port  of 
Tabasco. 

Thomas  H.  Barker,  to  be  consul  for  the  port  of 
Antwerp. 

Joseph  Ray,  to  be  consul  for  the  port  of  Pernam- 
buco. 

Charles  D.  Arfwedson,  to  be  consul  for  the  port 
of  Stockholm. 

John  G.  McCall,  to  be  consul  for  the  port  of 
Tampico. 

Charles  Garavini,  to  be  consul  for  the  port  of 
Algiers. 


Albert  Dabadie,  to  be  cousul  for  the  port  of  Ve-  i 
nice. 

Christian  F.  Schultz,  to  be  consul  for  the  port  of 
Rostock,  and  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Mecklenburg, 
Schwerin. 

George  W.  Greene,  to  be  consul  at  Rome. 

Charles  S.  Sibley,  to  be  attorney  for  the  middle 
district  of  Florida. 


ADMISSION  OF  MICHIGAN  INTO  THE 
UNION. 

[debate  continued.] 

Mr.  Grundy  confessed  that  he  could  not  see  any 
thing  in  the  whole  proceedings  calculated  to  excite 
alarm.  The  senator  (Mr.  Calhoun)  had  told  the  se- 
nate that  a proceeding  in  Maryland  had  excited 
more  apprehension  in  regard  to  our  institutions  than 
any  thing  that  had  occurred  since  the  establishment 
of  our  government.  Now,  that  was  the  gentleman’s 
opinion;  but  he  (Mr.  G.)  had  seen  the  time  when 
there  was  felt  more  solicitude  with  respect  to  the 
stability  of  our  union  than  what  had  recently  hap- 
ened  in  Maryland,  or  in  the  proceedings  which  had 
een  adopted  in  Michigan.  In  order  to  determine 
the  question  before  the  senate,  it  might  be  as  well 
to  take  a short  review  of  the  facts  and  circumstan- 
ces connected  with  it. 

By  the  ordinance  of  1787,  it  was  provided  that 
this  territory,  and  all  portions  of  the  territory  ceded 
by  the  state  of  Virginia  north  west  of  the  Ohio, 
should  be  admitted  as  a state,  not  by  conventions 
called  for  the  purpose  of  ratifying  a proposal  made 
by  congress,  but  upon  the  fair  condition  that  when 
their  population  should  have  amounted  to  a certain 
number.  Michigan,  at  the  time  she  first  applied  to 
be  admitted  into  the  union,  possessed  a population 
of  one-third  more  than  was  required  by  tne  . ordi- 
nance of  17S7.  But  he  should  state,  that  before 
asking  for  admission,  as  she  had  a right  to  do,  she 
called  a convention,  and  framed  a constitution.  The 
general  government  had,  at  that  time,  a right  (with- 
out prescribing  the  terms  to  be  found  in  "the  act  of 
the  2d  March,  1836,)  to  receive  her  into  the  union. 
But  what  did  congress  do?  Did  they  comply  with 
her  request?  or  with  the  terms  of  the  ordinance? — 
No:  congress  prescribed  different  provisions  from 
any  to  be  found  in  the  ordinance.  Now,  according 
to  the  view  he  took  of  the  subject,  this  sovereign 
and  independent  state,  having  the  same  right  to  be 
represented  on  that  floor  as  South  Carolina  or  Ten- 
nessee, has  been  for  a long  time  kept  knocking  at 
the  doors  of  congress,  and  still  they  were  shut 
against  them.  He  would,  having  said  this  much, 
say  nothing  further  on  this  part  of  the  subject. 

At  the  last  session,  and  for  some  sessions  previ- 
ous to  that,  a very  serious  controversy  had  arisen 
between  the  state  of  Ohio  and  the  territory  of  Mi- 
chigan. What,  he  asked,  did  congress  do  in  its 
great  desire  to  see  tranquillity  and  harmony  restored 
between  them?  It  passed  the  acts  of  1836.  And 
yet  the  senator  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Ewing)  now  w'anted 
to  see  no  such  provision  as  that  contained  in  the  act 
of  1836,  and  which  he  (Mr.  G.)  believed  to  have 
been  placed  there  by  the  committee  in  the  proper 
discharge  of  their  duty,  and  which  he  thought  com- 
mendable in  them. 

Mr.  Ewing  explained.  I contended  for  the  third 
section.  I thought  it  of  no  importance  then,  nor  do 
I now. 

Mr.  Grundy  resumed.  He  was  speaking  of  the 
senator’s  exertions  in  regard  to  another  bill,  or  other 
bills,  which  were  introduced  to  fix  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  state  of  Ohio;  and  before  that  was 
accomplished,  senators  insisted  that  Michigan  could 
not  be  admitted  into  the  union.  Well,  what  was 
the  objection  now  to  her  admission?  None  that  he 
could  see.  But  when  the  senate  came  to  pass  this 
act  of  admission  they  put  in  this  section: 

“That  as  a compliance  with  the  fundamental  con- 
dition of  admission,  contained  in  the  last  preceding 
section  of  this  act,  the  boundaries  of  the  said  state 
of  Michigan,  as  in  that  section  described,  declar- 
ed, and  established,  shall  receive  the  assent  of  a 
convention  of  delegates  elected  by  the  people  of 
said  state,  for  the  sole  purpose  of*  giving  the  assent 
herein  required,”  &c. 

Now  that  was  the  provision  to  which  this  pream- 
ble has  a reference.  Did  that  section  say  that  the 
legislative  assembly  of  Michigan  should  call  a con- 
vention to  decide  on  the  subject?  Not  a word  did 
it  contain  to  that  effect.  Did  the  constitution  of 
Michigan  authorise  the  calling  of  a convention  on 
I the  part  of  the  legislature?  Not  a word  did  the  con- 
i stitution  contain  on  the  subject.  Butthe  legislature 
did  call  a convention,  and  they  refused  to  assent  to 
the  conditions  contained  in  the  act  of  congress. 

Now,  to  judge  that  congress  did  not  intend  put- 
ting a legal  construction  on  the  section,  that  tire  in- 
tervention of  the  legislature  should  be  necessary,  let 
him  suppose  that  the  legislature  should  refuse  to 
act,  and  consequently  call  no  convention,  and  the 


people  of  Michigan  had  risen  up  una  voce,  and  given 
their  assent  to  the  meeting  in  convention,  would 
gentlemen  have  said  “the  convention  must  be  cal- 
led by  the  legislature?”  Now  this  was  the  consent 
of  the  people  of  Michigan — of  the  population  en- 
titled to  vote,  residing  there.  And  shall  the  legisla- 
ture of  that  state  have  the  power  to  refuse,  or  grant, 
that  which  the  people  may  demand  on  so  important 
a subject  as  this?  It  seemed  to  him  it  ought  not  to 
be  requVed,  and  therelore  the  conclusion  he  drew 
from  the  question  was,  that  the  people  have  a right 
to  convoke  their  assemblies,  the  delegates  from 
which  have  a right  to  meet  in  convention,  and  there, 
if  they  deem  proper,  ratify  the  conditions  prescribed 
by  congress.  If  he  were  right  in  that  conclusion, 
then  the  preamble  was  correct;  and,  if  wrong,  it 
ought  to  be  struck  out. 

He  felt  no  concern  in  regard  to  this  branch  of  the 
subject  at  all.  He  was  free  to  admit  that,  without 
the  preamble,  he  was  ready  to  vote  for  the  bill.  But 
for  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  1S36,  let  him  tell 
the  senate,  Michigan  would  have  been  represented 
here  and  in  the  other  house,  long  ago.  Well,  now, 
the  people  have  been  called  upon  in  their  primary 
capacity,  and  have  given  their  assent  to  the  condi- 
tions of  congress,  why  should  the  senate  cause  fur- 
ther delay  in  admitting  her?  The  senator  from  South 
Carolina  had  said  it  would  not  take  long  to  have 
another  convention.  He  (Mr.  Grundy)  admitted 
it;  but  every  moment  did  her  injury.  Senators 
were,  by  delay,  violating  a greater  principle  than 
that  of  which  the  gentleman  had  spoken.  It  was  a 
greater  infraction  of  principle  than  any  known  to 
free  government. 

He  admitted,  with  the  senator  from  South  Carolina, 
that  the  testimony  establishing  the  fact  of  the  assent 
of  the  people  of  Michigan  was  of  great  importance, 
and  in  this  case  not  according  to  the  strict  rules  of 
legality;  yet  the  testimony  was  of  such  a character, 
that  legislatures  would  not  refuse  to  act  upon  it,  al- 
though courts  of  justice  would  reject  it,  because  not 
duly  accredited  by  the  oaths  of  witnesses.  But  did 
not  senators  do  daily  many  acts  upon  testimony  not 
on  oath,  but  for  which  the’statements  of  men  of  high 
standing,  honor  and  honesty,  guarantied  their  truth? 

What,  he  asked,  was  the  amount  of  the  testimony 
produced?  Why,  that  between  five  and  six  thou- 
sand votes  were  given  at  the  election  ot  members 
for  the  convention  in  September  last,  and  that  from 
eight  to  nine  thousand  were  given  for  the  delegates 
who  formed  the  convention  in  December.  hat 
was  the  object  in  calling  upon  the  people  of  Michi- 
gan? It  was  to  know  w hether  they  were  willing  to 
come  into  the  union  on  the  terms  prescribed  by  the 
act  of  the  2d  March.  1S36.  They  have  answered, 
and  given  their  assent.  In  one  county  there  was 
given  at  the  first  election  for  the  delegates  w ho  were 
elected,  180  votes  of  a majority.  These  delegates 
constituted  the  majority  in  the  first  convention;  and 
by  their  votes  the  assent  of  Michigan  \vas  refused. 
At  the  first  election,  about  1,700  votes  were  cast, 
including  both  parties.  At  the  last  electiod  1,900 
votes  were  given  in  favor  of  the  assenting  party 
alone.  The  whole  thing  was  changed,  and  must 
have  been  changed  by  the  revolution  of  opinion. 

Without  going  further  into  the  subject,  he  wanted 
the  senator  from  South  Carolina  to  inform  the  senate 
how  he  w'ould  do  justice  to  the  people  of  Michigan, 
and,  further,  how  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  to  be 
obtained  in  any  form.  Woidd  he  send  the  people 
back  again  to  a convention?  The  delay  was  un- 
necessary, and  objections  would  be  made  of  a simi- 
lar character.  Why  should  the  senator  not  vote  for 
the  bill,  the  preamble  being  struck  out?  What  dif- 
ficulty was  there  in  it?  For  his  (Mr.  G’s)  part,  he 
could  not  see  any.  He  contended  that  there  was 
nothing  of  a political  character  in  this  matter,  either 
on  one  side  or  the  other;  therefore,  it  was  fairly  on 
principle  that  a difference  of  opinion  could  be  said  to 
exist.  In  answer  to  the  inquiry  of  the  senator  from 
South  Carolina,  “can  congress  call  a convention  in 
a state?”  he  answered,  “no!”  nor  did  it  in  this  in- 
stance; neither  does  the  preamble  or  bill  give  such 
a power,  nor  imply  it.  He  would  conclude  his  re- 
marks by  merely  declaring,  that  whether  the  pre- 
amble should  be  stricken  from  the  bill  or  not,  he 
would  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Morris , on  his  first  motion  to  strike  out  the 
preamble  to  the  bill  providing  for  the  admission  of 
Michigan  into  the  union,  said:  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  had  correctly  understood  his 
object,  which  wms  to  bring  the  principle  contained 
in  the  preamble  to  the  bill  in  a direct  form  before 
the  senate  for  its  decision.  Although  he  entertain- 
ed for  the  talents  and  ability  of  the  senator  from 
Tennessee  the  highest  respect,  yet,  on -this  subject, 
he  had  entirely  different  views  from  those  express- 
ed by  that  gentleman;  still  he  would  say  that,  on 
this  question,  particularly  on  the  doctrine  contained 
in  the  preamble,  the  gentleman  was  unquestion- 
ably in  error.  He,  however,  agreed  with  the  sena- 
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tor  that  Michigan  ought  to  be  admitted  into  the  [ indeed,  when  compared  with  the  broad  and  danger- 
union;  his  mind  had  undergone  no  change  on  this  ous  principle  contained  in  the  preamble  before  us. 
point,  for  he  was  of  the  same  opinion  at  the  last  | He  had  for  many  years  occupied  some  humble  sta- 
session  of  congress;  he  was  opposed  to  the  princi-  t tion  in  public  life;  had  been  somewhat  acquainted 
pie  contained  in  the  third  section  of  the  act  for  her  with  the  legislation  of  the  country;  that  branch, 
admission  at  the  time  of  its  passage,  though  he  j more  than  any  other,  had  occupied  his  attention, 
said  nothing  on  the  floor  of  the  senate  on  the  sub-  and  he  could  say,  in  the  most  perfect  sincerity,  and 
ject;  he,  at  that  time,  considered  this  third  section  I with  a clear  conscience,  that  ne  never  had  heard, 
not  only  as  unnecessary  as  it  respected  the  rights  nor  had  he  ever  expected  to  hear,  doctrines  such  as 
of  Ohio,  but  as  unconstitutional  and  dangerous,  and  were  recognized  in  the  preamble  to  the  bill,  and 
as  requiring  of  the  people  of  Michigan  an  act  nu-  such  as  had  been  openly  and  clearly  avowed  in  the 
gatory  in  itself,  and  humiliating  in  its  consequences.  ! senate  on  the  present  occasion,  and  in  support  of  the 
He  was  anxious  then,  he  was  anxious  now,  that ; preamble  now  under  discussion.  The  facts,  as  stat- 
Michigan  should  be  admitted  without  having  any  ed  by  the  senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Cal- 
restriction  or  condition  whatever  imposed  on  her;  - houn ),  with  regard  to  the  proceedings  in  Michigan, 
he  thought  then,  as  he  found  the  fact  now',  that  the  have  often  been  repeated  on  this  floor:  they  are 

well  known,  and  need  not  be  again  detailed.  Con- 
gress has  recognized,  even  by  the  act  of  the  15th 


people  of  Michigan  would  view  this  provision,  re- 
quiring their  assent  to  the  law  of  congress,  as  an 
act  of  supererogation,  and  one  which  the  authority  June,  1836,  Michigan  as  a state;  in  the  third  sec- 
of  the  constitution  did  not  warrant,  and  did  not  tion  of  that  act  she  is  no  less  than  four  times  spoken 


reach,  and  he  had  found  both  conventions  which 
had  lately  been  held  in  Michigan  concur  on  this 
head,  for  both  had  denied  the  power  of  congress  to 
require  the  assent  which  had  been  required  in  the 
third  section  of  the  act  for  their  admission;  nor  did 


of  as  a state.  It  is  the  3tate  of  Michigan,  and  not 
the  people  of  the  country,  as  abstract  from  the  so- 
vereignty of  the  state,  that  can  rightfully  respond  to 
the  law  of  congress;  and  it  is  only  the  voice  of  the 
people  of  the  state,  collected  and  expressed  as  a 


they  submit  or  agree  to  give  it  as  matter  of  right,  i state,  that  ought  to  be  received  as  creating  any  ob- 

but  as  matter  of  obedience  only,  and  to  prove  to  “ r * - — :~J  J 

the  country  their  love  and  attachment  to  the  union. 

Whenever  Michigan  shall  be  admitted,  it  ought 
to  be  on  that  high  and  elevated  ground  on  which 
she  desires  to  stand — a repeal  of  the  third  section 
of  the  act  of  last  session;  On  this  ground,  Mr.  M. 
said,  he  wished  most  ardently  to  place  her  citizens; 
and  the  passage  of  the  bill  without  the  preamble 
would  accomplish  that  object,  for  he  believed  that 
it  was  a well-settied  principle,  that  if  the  provisions 
of  an  act  passed  by  the  legislature  be  repugnant  to 


ligation  on  the  part  of  congress,  or,  indeed,  any  ob 
ligation  upon  the  state  herself. 

But,  sir,  what  are  we  to  understand  by  this  word 
state?  Do  we  mean  an  organized,  or  do  we  mean 
an  unorganized,  community?  Do  we  mean  a coun- 
try governed  by  known  and  established  laws?  or  do 
we  mean  one  where  the  law  shall  never  be  known 
but  when  expressed  by  the  public  voice,  through 
the  medium  of  county  conventions,  or  by  an  as- 
semblage of  the  people  at  one  particular  place?  If 


j ‘"'I  T r V 5 T *u  <•  i - to  the  word  state,  or  the  expression,  people  of  the 
the  provisions  of  a former  act,  the  former  act  is  re-  stat  as  j contenld  is  th4o„fy  correct 

pealed  vv.taout  any  express  words  being  used  for  , rneani  organized  community,  a people  who 

that  purpose  This,  then,  was  his  first  though  I have  ^^ted  together  and  provided,  /or  the  safe 

most  inoonsifiprah  p rpnson  lor  wishino*  to  etrilrp  . •?  . * . .. 


most  inconsiderable  reason,  for  wishing  to  strike 
out  the  preamble;  for  if  his  doctrine  was  true,  as 


ty  and  security  of  ale,  written  constitutions  and 
laws,  and  also  provided  for  the  exercise  of  its  sove- 


ul/'fer^hneI/Tdiit  thf-paSSaf  °f  th!-  act  freignty  through  the  instrumentality  of  constituted 
itself,  witnout  tne  lumber  and  incumbrance  of  the  trii?nniu  nr  * Ahei.  .-nnwn  anA 


• | , , “ i tribunals,  or  a government  of  any  other  known  and 

preamble,  would  fairly  and  honorably  admit  the  [ ^Mish^d  character:  if  this  lJ  the  cnse.  then  he 
state  ot  Michigan  at  once.  He  had  understood  the 


established  character;  if  this  be  the  case,  then  he 
senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  CaUioun)  to  say  C0on,f.ande<}  that  a state  had  but  one  mode  and  one 
that  if  both  the  senators  from  Ohio  were  satisfied  | tarough  " hlch  ll  could  express  its  opinions, 

as  to  the  northern  boundary  line  of  that  state,  he  ! °r  CX2rcls"  15  P°we.ri  and  thf.ln  Purff,nce  oflt3 
would  have  no  objection  to  give  his  assent  to  the  . 0lVn  coosatut.on  and  laws,  a state  can  he  known  or 
bill  nmvidcd  thpj-cmhio  JL  cMctrcn  ofto  J recognised  under  no  other  character,  and,  to  use  a 


bill,  provided  the  preamble  was  stricken  out,  after 
this  declaration.  If  that  were  done,  as  he  (Mr.  M.)  j 
hoped  it  would  be,  he  had  but  little  doubt  of  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  senate  in  favor  of  the  ad 


figurative  expression,  it  can  neither  think,  speak 
j nor  act  in  any  other  way.  Well,  sir,  (said  Mr.  M.) 

1 what  are  the  few  facts  to  which  this  doctrine  can  be 

„„„i  i „ t . ! applied  in  the  present  case?  The  sovereign,  but  it 

mission;  he  could  not  possibly  see  any  quarter  v: 1 ■ 


from  which  objections  would  be  made  to  it.  Gen 


vould  probably  be  more  appropriate  to  say  the  phy- 


*i  „ . i i -r ,,  , , , sical  or  numerical,  power  of  the  peop  e of  Michi- 

tlemen  had  argued  as  if  there  was  a party  here  who  1 „ „„„  ■ . .*•  • v p p-  * 

• , c .I,  1 • . gan,  exercised  in  their  primary  assemb  les,  without 

wisned  to  keep  Michigan  out  of  the  union;  he  was  ’ ,u  •*  , 1 ’ , 

, r i°  u . ’ . , , the  authority  ot  any  law  ot  the  state:  and  not  only 

not  one  of  tnose:  and  whatever  gentlemen  might  -h,  r J <•  ...  *•  , • ■ y 

• . i j- i i * -i  ° without  tne  sanction  ol  any  constitutional  provision, 

say  in  argument,  ne  did  not  suppose  a single  mem- ! 4„4  ■ r * * J 4-  1 ’ 

, J i,  , n , , ■ , , .r‘.  ° . r but  in  direct  contravention  of  constitution  and  law, 

her  harbored  such  a wish,  but  all  were  anxious  for  „„ , , „ • , , ,,  -Y  jL  , ’ 

. , • • r t ’ 4-4  . anc  by  mere  numerical  strength,  evidenced  bv  a plu- 

her  admission  the  first  moment  it  could  be  done  ' ,-4  3 , , , 4=  , ‘“‘"•'■"‘'{  “l"'1 

rality  of  votes,  have  understood  her  to  give  the  as- 
sent of  the  state  to  an  act  of  congress,  which  is  to  re- 
main obligatory  upon  the  state  in  all  time  to  come, 


without  violation  of  constitutional  duty,  of  princi- 
ple, or  of  law.  Although  it  has  been  attempted  to 
be  impressed  upon  the  senate  that  the  controversy 
which  had  existed  between  Ohio  and  Michigan, 


and  which  the  regular  constituted  authorities  of  the 


with  regard  to  boundary,  was  one  reason  why  “the  have  110  Pow.er  to  ,cotn.tro1’  and  which(l'!f  people 
delegation  from  that  state  were  opposed  to  the  bill,  I themselves’  according  to  the  provisions  oi  their  own 

he  begged  leave  to  undeceive  gentlemen  on  this 
point,  by  assuring  them  that  that  was  not  the  case: 
the  course  which  Ohio  had  marked  out  for  herself 
in  that  controversy  had  proved  itself  to  be  the  cor- 
rect one.  Congress,  by  their  act  of  last  session, 
had  given  consent  to  the  constitutional  boundary  of 
that  state,  and  it  had  now  become  satisfactory,  as 
well  as  obligatory  on  all  parties,  and  thus  the  in- 
cumbrance which  for  so  many  years  had  been 
thrown  over  the  title  of  Ohio  by  the  act  of  congress 
of  1805,  establishing  the  territory  of  Michigan^  had 
been  withdrawn,  and  the  moment  this  was  done 
the  jurisdiction  of  Ohio  over  the  disputed  territory 


constitution,  can  never  alter,  abridge  or  amend;  and 
it  is  the  assent  thus  given  that  we  are  now  so  em- 
phatically called  upon  to  receive  as  the  constitu- 
tional and  legitimate  will  of  the  state. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  M.)  I cannot  consent  thus  to  hum- 
ble any  one  of  the  sovereign  states  of  this  union. — 
Lot  it  be  constantly  borne  in  mind  that  there  have 
been  two  conventions  assembled  in  Michigan,  tor 
the  purpose  of  considering,  or  assenting  to,  the  act 
of  congress.  The  convention  which  first  met  was  in 
pursuance  of  a law  of  the  state  especially  passed 
for  that  purpose;  that  it  was  elected  and  organized 
according  to  the  provisions  of  that  law;  that  this 


was  complete.  It  is,  then,  by  virtue  ol  the  consti- 1 convention  dissented  from  the  proposition  of  con- 
tution  ol  the  state  that  Ohio  has  taken  jurisdiction  J gress,  or  rather  did  not  consent  thereto;  that  subse- 
over  that  portion  of  country;  we  cannot,  for  a mo-  i quent  to  this  decision  it  was  that  the  people  met  in 
ment,  admit  the  idea  that  congress  has  given  us  their  primary  assemblies,  and  the  result  was,  that 
any  power  to  do  so.  Congress  has  only  recognized  “ " ' ■ — ■ ■ 


another  convention  was  had.  The  documents  fur- 
nished the  senate  inform  us  that  in  two  counties  no 
elections  were  held,  and,  of  course,  those  counties 
were  not  represented  in  this  latter  convention,  the 
, president  of  which,  in  a communication  to  the 
without  any  reference  to  the  Ohio  boundary  what-  president  of  the  United  States,  says,  that  “the  con- 
ever.  On  this  question  doubts  no  longer  remain  as  j vention  originated  through  primary  meetings  of  the 
it  respects  Ohio,  and  lie  felt^strongly  disposed  to  citizens  of  the  several  counties,  in  ample  time  to 


the  validity  of  our  claim,  and  removed  the  difficul- 
ty the  act  of  1805  had  created.  He,  therefore,  as 
one  of  the  senators  from  Ohio,  was  perfectly  satis- 
fied that  the  state  of  Michigan  should  be  admitted 


remove  from  the  people  of  Michigan  the  now  un 
necessary  and  humiliating  condition  which  had 
been  imposed  on  them,  which  condition  he  thought 


afford  notice  to  the  whole  state;  pursuant  thereto 
elections,  kept  open  for  two*  days,  on  the  5th  and 
6th  inst.  (December),  have  been  held  in  all  the 


in  point  of  sound  policy,  was  never  required,  nor  | counties  except  Monroe  and  Macomb.”  This  (Mr. 
ilid  he  believe  that  congress  rightfully  possessed  M.  said)  was  the  relation  of : acts  and  circumstances 


the  power  to  impose  it. 

But,  sir,  (said  Mr.  M.)  the  views  which  I have 
so  tar  taken  of  this  subject  is  a very  important  one. 


to  him  entirely  inexplicable;  no  time  is  mentioned 
as  to  the  notice  given,  nor  vrhat  kind  of  notice  was 
thought  necessary,  or  h«jw  the  same  was  promul- 


I gated.  This,  as  it  appears  to  us,  was  mere  matter 
of  opinion,  and  might,  in  Michigan,  depend  very 
much  on  party  views  and  party  purposes.  But  the 
CTeat  principle,  and  indeed  the  argument,  does  not 
, depend  on  these  minor  considerations.  The  ques- 
tion is,  will  congress  recognize  as  valid,  constitu- 
tional and  obligatory,  without  the  color  of  a law  of 
Michigan  to  sustain  it,  an  act  done  by  the  people  of 
l that  state  in  their  primary  assemblies,  and  acknow- 
ledge that  act  as  obligatory  on  the  constituted  au- 
thorities and  legislature  of  the  state?  Are  we  pre- 
pared to  subject  all  state  power  and  state  authority 
to  the  test  of  this  principle?  Our  answer  not  only 
concerns  Michigan,  but  ought,  and,  I trust,  will  be 
examined  into  by  every  state  in  the  union;  and,  al- 
j though  Michigan  at  this  moment  may  be  the  scape- 
goat, to  bear  olf  this  power  into  the  western  wilder- 
ness, yet  it  may,  and  can  be  found  convenient  to 
apply  it  to  other  states.  Are  we  prepared  for  this 
application?  Is  the  great  question  now  about  to  be 
decided?  I would  most  seriously  call  upon  all 
state  rights  men  to  look  well  to  this  matter.  Bo 
you  love  and  venerate  your  own  constitution  and 
laws,  the  only  guaranty  you  have  for  all  your  per- 
sonal, social  and  political  rights?  Are  you  willing 
to  subject  them  all  to  this  tremendous  power?  Con- 
gress may  have  a favorite  measure  to  accomplish, 
which  may  come  in  collision  with  state  power. — 
How  easy  to  overcome  this  power,  by  doing  what 
is  now  claimed  to  be  right  in  Michigan;  pass  an 
act  requiring  the  people  of  the  state  to  give  their 
assent  to  it,  or  permitting  them,  if  you  please,  to  do 
J so;  ssnd  amongst  them  your  agents  anu  emissaries, 
j to  induce  calls  for  primary  assemblies;  to  hold  a 
convention  to  suit  your  views;  obtain  the  act  of  as- 
sent by  such  convention,  and  your  whole  purpose 
is  answered.  The  state  is  under  your  feet;  you  are 
the  master-spirit  that  directs  its  movements;  and 
you  would  have  the  right  to  call  upon  the  execu- 
tive power  of  the  country  to  see  that  your  laws 
were  faithfully  executed.  Why,  sir,  but  yesterday, 
and  we  might  have  looked  on  this  picture  as  fancy 
only;  but  it  is  now  fast  assuming  the  character  of 
fact,  and  we  may  awaken  to  the  reality  before  we 
are  aware.  All  that  has  been  suggested,  and  much 
more,  may  take  place  under  the  sanction  of  the 
broad  principle  now  contended  for.  Let  it  not  be 
said  that  we  are  unnecessarily  alarmed,  and  that  the 
argument  is  carried  to  extremes.  We  always  test 
principles  by  the  extent  to  which  they  can,  consist- 
ent with  themselves,  be  carried  into  effect.  Sup- 
pesa  congress  should  have  a favorite  project  to  car- 
ry through  a state,  say  the  state  of  South  Carolina, 
for  instance,  a road  or  a canal,  which  all  would 
agree  could  not  be  done  without  the  consent  of  the 
state,  and  congress  should  pass  an  act  in  terms  pre- 
cisely those  used  in  the  act  for  the  admission  of 
Michigan,  and  the  legislature  of  the  state  should  be 
convened  to  consider  the  proposition,  or  should  pro- 
vide for  the  election  of  a convention,  who  should 
meet  and  reject  the  same.  If,  after  all  this,  some 
person  should  be  found  possessing  influence  suffi- 
cient, either  with  or  without  the  patronage  of  this 
government,  to  obtain  a majority  of  the  qualified 
electors  of  the  state,  or  even  of  the  whole  body  of 
the  people,  both  male  and  female,  no  matter  how 
expressed,  whether  by  convention  or  otherwise, 
would  any  man  say  that  this  was  sufficient  authori- 
ty for  cong-ess  to  proceed  with  the  contemplated 
work?  No!  none  would  be  found  to  avow  this  at 
once;  yet  to  this  length  will  the  doctrine  lead. 

Sir,  the  matter  can  be  brought  home  to  our  doors 
in  Ohio;  we  have  had  a controversy  partaking  of 
this  character  with  the  bank  of  the  United  States; 
the  legislature  of  the  state  denied  the  power  of  con- 
gress to  authorise  the  bank  to  send  a branch  into- 
the  state  without  its  consent.  Suppose  the  char- 
ter had  contained  a provision  that  a branch  might 
be  sent  into  any  state  by  the  “assent  of  a conven- 
tion of  delegates,  elected  by  the  said  state,  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  giving  such  assent.”  Suppose,  sir, 
this  had  been  the  original  charter  of  the  bank,  and 
a convention  of  delegates  had  been  gotten  up,  and 
have  forced  upon  the  state  the  power  of  the  bank, 
contrary  to  her  own  constitution  and  laws,  and 
against  the  express  will  of  the  legislature.  I ask 
every  citizen  of  Ohio  what  would  have  been  his 
opinion  and  feelings  on  a stale  of  things  of  this 
kind?  For  my  own  part,  as  a citizen  of  that  state, 

I had  rather  see  Ohio  struck  at  once  from  the  union, 
than  that  a doctrine  of  this  kind  should  be  consi- 
dered orthodox  and  prevail  in  practice.  We  might 
wander  for  a while  at  large,  and  find  a resting  place; 
but  when  once  swallowed  up  by  this  government, 
our  power  of  action  would  entirely  cease.  Then, 
indeed,  would  we  have  no  government  of  our  own; 
we  would  be  but  mere  automata  in  the  hands  of 
those  who  administer  this  government.  They  would 
be  the  judges  both  as  to  the  time  and  manner  of  our 
acting,  and  of  the  validity  of  the  records  of  those 
acts.  Would  not  this  be  the  condition  of  the  states 
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if  we  adopt  and  maintain  this  dangerous  principle? 
a principle  which  admits  a state  into  the  union 
without  law  and  without  record,  so  far  as  the  state 
has  any  action  in  the  case.  It  is  true,  as  was  ob- 
served by  the  senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Calhoun),  that  good  precedents  are  soon  forgotten, 
while  bad  ones  live  forever.  He  (Mr.  M.)  contend- 
ed that  the  principle  contained  in  the  preamble  to 
the  bill  was  vicious  in  the  extreme.  Shall  we  then 
countenance  it?  Shall  we  maintain  it?  He  trusted 
not. 

He  said  he  was  somewhat  surprised,  he  confess- 
ed, to  hear  the  doctrine  that  had  been  advanced  by 
the  senator  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Buchanan). 
That  gentleman,  if  he  understood  him  correctly, 
not  only  sustained  the  proceedings  of  the  last  con- 
vention in  Michigan,  but  contended  that,  if  it  had 
not  assented,  the  people  would  have  gone  on,  even 
acL  infinitum,  to  elect  conventions,  until  they  obtain- 
ed one  which  would  give  the  assent.  A doctrine 
so  latitudinarian  as  this  (he  said)  he  could  by  no 
means  admit.  It  was  a doctrine  that  unloosed  all 
the  obligations  of  society,  and  dissolved  government 
into  its  original  elements. 

In  a controversy  of  this  kind  he  would  not  fear  to 
meet  the  gentleman,  even  in  his  own  state,  in  which 
as  far  as  he  knew,  this  doctrine  had  been  first  pro- 
mulgated to  the  country.  He  would  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  senator  to  a public  letter  from  the  pen 
of  a very  distinguished  citizen  of  that  state;  that  let- 
ter had  been  made  public,  and  of  course  was  pub- 
lic property,  and  liable  to  public  examination.  The 
doctrine,  he  contended,  contained  in  it,  was  revolu- 
tionary in  its  nature;  it  went  to  prove,  as  he  under- 
stood it,  that  the  right  of  revolution  was  a right  in- 
herent in  the  very  nature  of  our  institutions;  a doc- 
trine which  he  could  not  admit  as  correct,  and  one 
which  went  to  prove  that  we  had  no  stability  what- 
ever in  our  government.  This  doctrine  was  broach- 
ed in  a state  whose  citizens  had  always  proved  them- 
selves sound  republicans;  democratic  sons  of  demo- 
cratic fathers;  and  he  felt  highly  gratified  in  finding 
that  in  that  state  this  doctrine  had  fallen  still-born 
from  the  press;  it  was  at  once  rebuked  by  the  good 
sound  democratic  sense  of  the  people,  and  he  thought 
had  gone  to  the  tomb  of  the  Capulets;  but  he 
feared  it  was  but  the  precursor  of  more  extensive 
operations  of  a system,  which,  while  it  flattered  the 
pride  and  vanity  of  the  people,  was  stealing  from 
them  every  vestige  of  liberty,  and  undermining  the 
foundation  of  all  their  social  institutions.  The  case 
of  Maryland  had  been  mentioned;  the  plea  in  that 
case  was,  if  he  understood  it  correctly,  that  the  le- 
gislature of  the  state  having,  as  some  thought,  ne- 
glected to  adopt  such  measures  as  the  wants  of  the 
people  required,  that  the  people  or  rather  a majority 
of  the  people  had  the  right,  by  a convention,  elect- 
ed without  the  authority  of  any  law,  to  put  down 
the  whole  frame  of  government,  and  establish  a new 
government  with  new  powers  and  new  agents  in  its 
stead;  that  in  fact  the  majority  of  the  people  of  a- 
state  had  the  right  to  form  a government  to  suit 
their  own  convenience,  without  any  regard  to  the 
rights  of  the  minority  as  secured  under  the  existing 
government;  this  he  considered  the  first  act  in  the 
grand  drama,  by  which  he  feared  that  public  institu- 
tions, made  for  the  safety  of  all,  were  to  be  abolish- 
ed for  the  special  benefit  of  a part;  it  was  the  mere 
precursor  of  more  energetic  and  extensive  opera- 
tions. Suppose  a few  of  the  large  states  should  be 
disposed  to  think  that  the  senatorial  representation 
in  congress  was  unequal;  that  it  was  absurd  and  de- 
rogatory to  the  rights  of  the  people  that  New  York 
should  have  no  more  power  in  this  body  than  Dela- 
ware, and  should  wish  to  change  the  present  order 
of  things.  True  it  is  that  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  has  provided  that  no  state,  without  its 
consent,  shall  be  deprived  of  its  equal  suffrage  in 
the  senate;  but  what  of  that?  This  according  to 
the  argument  we  have  heard,  is  but  a subordinate 
right,  always  subject  to  the  constitutional  power  of 
the  people;  let  conventions  be  holden,  elected  by  the 
people  in  their  primary  assemblies  according  to  mere 
numbers,  and  less  than  half  a dozen  of  the  most  po- 
pulous states  would  swallow  up  the  twenty  smaller 
ones,  who  now,  by  giving  their  assent  to  this  doc- 
trine, do  homage  to  the  larger  states  for  their  liber- 
ties, and  appear  willing  to  rely  on  them,  and  not  on 
the  constitution,  as  the  security  for  their  rights.  It 
would  be  well  that  we  should  always  remember 
that  our  fathers  did  not  expend  their  blood  and  trea- 
sure to  establish  a government  resting  alone  upon 
popular  breath,  but  one  founded  on  written  consti- 
tutions and  laws  for  the  security  of  all,  and  in  the 
formation  of  which  all  had  an  equal  right  to  partici- 
pate. 

But,  sir,  suppose  all  that  has  been  urged  against 
the  facts  as  they  appear  in  this  case  should  be  deem- 
ed insufficient  to  show  that  the  principle  upon  which 
the  admission  of  Michigan  is  made  to  rest  is  found- 
ed in  mistaken  and  erroneous  views,  yet  he  con- 


tended that  there  was  no  certain  or  conclusive  evi- 
dence to  show  that  the  consent  of  the  people  of 
Michigan  had  ever  been  given,  as  required  by  the 
act  of  congress.  Who  are  the  people  of  Michigan, 
within  the  meaning  of  that  act?  Surely  the  qualifi- 
ed voters  of  that  state  and  none  other;  no  one  will 
contend  for  an  opposite  construction;  what  evidence, 
then,  have  we  that  the  convention  which  gave  the 
assent  was  elected  by  the  proper  persons?  None  at 
all;  for  aught  we  know,  or  for  aught  that  appears  in 
any  part  of  the  documents  furnished  the  senate, 
there  is  no  conclusive  evidence  that  the  people  of 
Michigan  ever  did  give  their  assent  to  the  act  of 
congress.  That  the  people  of  that  state  are  desir- 
ous of  being  admitted  into  the  union  he  had  little 
doubt;  but  insisted  that  certain  forms  were  necessa- 
ry before  that  admission  could  take  place.  The  evi- 
dence furnished  to  prove  a compliance  with  those 
forms  he  considered  entirely  incomplete  and  unsa- 
tisfactory. True,  as  the  senator  from  Tennessee  has 
said,  we  have  evidence  founded  on  publications  in 
newspapers,  the  statements  of  individuals,  and  co- 
pies of  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  itself,  but 
none  of  these  come  to  us  under  oath,  or  under  the 
forms  of  official  proceedings.  The  gentleman’s 
opinion  is,  that  evidence  thus  furnished  ought  to  be 
considered  sufficient  to  found  an  act  of  legislation 
upon;  to  this  he  said  he  agreed;  but  was  the  pre- 
sent a mere  question  of  general  or  local  policy,  to 
operate  in  future?  He  thought  not.  It  was  a ques- 
tion of  a judicial  character.  Deciding  upon  the  pro- 
per construction  of  an  existing  law,  and  the  facts 
that  were  to  determine  the  rights  of  citizens  under 
that  law,  we  assumed  here  the  character  of  judges, 
rather  than  legislators;  and  he  thought  it  indispen- 
sably necessary  that  at  least  the  shadow  of  judicial 
evidence  should  be  preserved;  and  he  contended 
that,  in  this  case,  even  that  shadow  did  not  appear. 
In  measures  of  naked  policy,  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  might  safely  be  admitted,  but  he  repu- 
diated its  application  in  the  present  case.  If  evi- 
dence of  a higher  nature  exists,  it  is  somewhat  ex- 
traordinary that  it  has  not  been  furnished  the  senate. 
If  we  are  to  rely  exclusively  on  the  popular  vote  of 
the  people  of  the  state,  we  ought  to  have  some  evi- 
dence of  the  votes  given,  and  by  whom.  Does  a 
single  gentleman  here  know,  by  any  evidence  fur- 
nished, whether  the  persons  who  voted  on  the  5th 
and  Cth  days  of  December  for  members  to  a con- 
vention were  qualified  electors  or  not?  No:  notone 
of  us  has  any  evidence  on  that  point.  How,  then, 
are  we  to  judge  of  the  validity  of  the  vote,  or  the 
rights  of  the  convention?  None  of  the  proceedings 
were  authorised  by  a state  law,  and  thus  stamping 
them  with  the  solemnity  of  state  authority;  nor 
have  we  any  parol  evidence,  even  without  oath,  at 
all  satisfactory  on  this  point.  It  is  most  extraordi- 
nary that  we  are  not  furnished  with  any  evidence  as 
to  who  the  voters  were  that  cast  their  votes  for  the 
election  of  members  to  the  convention  by  whom 
the  assent  was  given;  and  we  may  ask,  and  not  with- 
out reason,  who  were  they,  or  by  what  rule  or  au- 
thority their  votes  were  collected  and  counted?  No 
one  here  knows  any  thing  on  the  subject. 

Sir,  the  history  of  the  day  informs  us  that  the  tide 
of  emigration  into  the  state  of  Michigan  has  for  a 
year  or  two  past  been  immense:  not  only  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  but  foreigners,  who  have  reached 
our  shores  in  shoals,  have  found  their  way  into  that 
part  of  our  country'.  Have  we  any  evidence  that 
this  class  of  men  were  not  the  persons,  in  a good 
degree,  who  have  thus  undertaken  to  remodel  the 
constitution  of  Michigan,  and  with  it  the  very'  prin- 
ciples of  our  government?  Was  it  this  class  of  men, 
or  any  portion  of  them,  that  have  undertaken  to  give 
the  assent  of  Michigan  to  her  boundaries,  as  pre- 
scribed by  congress?  Have  we,  I repeat  again,  any 
evidence  to  prove  that  this  is  not  the  class  of  per- 
sons who  elected  the  second  convention?  We  have 
no  such  evidence.  There  is  another  vjew  of  this 
subject,  not  unworthy  our  notice.  The  election  ap- 
pears to  have  been  held  two  days  in  each  county, 
and  he  should  be  glad  to  be  informed  who  it  was 
that  selected  the  days,  and  the  number  of  days  in 
which  the  election  was  holden;  who  it  was  that  gave 
the  notice  of  the  place  and  manner  of  conducting 
the  elections.  Was  it  proclaimed  by  one  individual 
or  was  it  made  known  by  an  assemblage  of  citizens 
in  one  county  to  the  citizens  of  another  county? — 
Did  the  county  of  A send  a special  messenger  to 
the  county  of  B,  and  so  throughout  the  state,  or  did 
the  people  act  simultaneously  by  instinct  or  impulse? 
Was  the  votingby  ballot  in  one  county,  and  viva  voce 
in  another,  and  in  a third  by  the  holding  up  of  hands 
or  counting  of  heads?  All  these  facts,  ho  contend- 
ed, were  entirely  unknown  to  the  senate;  and  yet 
we  were  called  to  declare,  by  the  solemn  enactment 
of  a law,  that  the  people  of  Michigan,  in  proper 
form,  had  given  their  assent  to  the  condition  imposed 
on  them  by  the  act  of  congress.  He  contended  that 
the  senate  was  about  to  establish  the  truth  of  a fact 


about  which  they  had  heard  but  little,  except  from 
public  rumor,  paragraphs  in  party’  newspapers,  or 
from  the  statements  and  assertions  of  individuals  not 
under  the  obligations  of  an  oath.  This,  he  thought, 
would  be  a most  dangerous  decision,  pronounced  at  a 
very  inauspicious  time.  The  condition  of  the  country 
is  at  this  time  peculiar,  if  not  alarming.  He  said  lie 
felt  it  his  duty  to  express  his  opinions  honestly,  as 
he  entertained  them;  and  he  regretted  much  that  du- 
ty seemed  to  require  him  to  comment  on  the  existing 
state  of  things.  Almost  every’  newspaper  on  which 
he  laid  his  hands  contained  the  history  of  crimes  al- 
most without  number,  and  strongly  impressed  upon 
his  mind  the  idea  that  men  began  to  think  it  right  to 
take  the  administration  of  justice  into  their  own 
hands,  and  dispense  what  they  believed  it  to  be,  en- 
tirely without  any  of  the  forms  of  law. 

He  had  read  of  punishments  of  the  highest  nature 
being  inflicted  by  the  order  of  assemblies  of  the 
people  in  some  of  the  states,  who  had  conducted  their 
proceedings  with  all  the  formality  and  gravity  no 
doubt  that  the  convention  of  Michigan  had  conduct- 
ed theirs.  He  had  read,  with  some  surprise  as  well 
as  regret,  advertisements  in  newspapers  in  diflcr- 
ent  cities,  offering  for  sale  fine  duelling  pistols,  and 
pistols  for  the  belt  and  the  pocket,  Bowie-knives, 
and  like  instruments  well  calculated  tor  the  taking 
of  human  life,  offered  as  convenient  articles,  neces- 
sary for  the  convenience  or  comfort  of  man.  He 
had  no  recollection  of  seeing,  until  very  lately,  ad- 
vertisements of  this  kind;  and  the  question  very 
naturally  pressed  itself  upon  his  mind,  what  does 
all  this  mean?  Does  it  not  prove  to  us  that  men  are 
endeavoring  to  place  themselves  entirely  above  the 
power  of  the  law7,  and  do  that  which  they  think  to 
be  right  in  their  own  eyes?  He  thought  that  it  was 
high  time  for  the  whole  constituted  authorities  of 
the  country  to  use  all  proper  means  to  circumscribe 
the  entire  action  of  the  people  within  the  strict 
limits  of  the  law,  before  the  restraint  of  law  was 
lost  sight  of  altogether.  Recognize  (said  Mr.  M.) 
that  the  people  of  Michigan  may,  in  this  informal 
manner,  dispense  with  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
their  own  state,  and  you  at  the  same  time  recognize 
the  doctrine  that  numerical  strength  alone  shall 
nave  precedence  in  point  of  obligation  to  the  most 
solemn  legal  enactments.  It  seemed  to  him  there 
was  at  that  moment  a powerful  responsibility  rest- 
ing on  congress,  and  that  they  ought  to  proceed 
with  the  most  serious  deliberation.  He  had  heard 
for  a year  or  two  past  much  said  about  the  abuse  of 
executive  power;  but,  said  he,  we  are  about  to 
change  the  question,  and  to  establish  here  danger- 
ous assumptions  of  legislative  power.  By  the  act 
of  the  loth  of  June,  the  fact  of  Michigan  having  as- 
sented to  the  conditions  of  that  act,  is  to  be  ascer- 
tained by  the  president  of  the  United  States  alone; 
he  is  made  the  sole  judge  when  the  assent  is  given, 
and  is  to  make  the  same  known  by  proclamation. 
Has  he  found  the  fact  to  exist,  or  has  he  issued  his 
proclamation?  No;  he  has  done  neither.  He  in- 
forms us  that  one  convention,  elected  and  convened 
in  pursuance  of  a law  of  the  state,  has  not  given  its 
assent.  He  also  informs  us  that  another  convention 
had  met,  and  did  assent;  and  he  further  says  that  if 
the  proceedings  of  this  latter  convention  had  come 
to  him  in  the  recess  of  congress,  he  would  have  is- 
sued his  proclamation  in  conformity  with  the  provi- 
sion of  the  act  of  congress,  if  he  was  satisfied  that 
this  convention,  in  all  respects,  had  accorded  with 
the  will  of  the  people  of  Michigan.  The  president 
was  not  satisfied  that  such  facts  existed  upon  which 
his  proclamation  ought  to  issue,  and  he  referred  the 
wffiole  proceedings  "to  congress;  and  this  very  re- 
ference ought  to  prove  to"  us  that  the  fact  did  not 
exist,  and  that  Michigan  had  not  complied  with  the 
conditions  required  of  her,  and  he  referred  it  in  or- 
der that  the  restrictions  might  be  removed;  but,  in- 
stead of  removing  the  restrictions,  we  are  about  to 
find  the  fact  of  assent.  He  was  anxious  that  this 
question  should  come  to  an  issue,  and  that  Michigan 
should  come  into  the  union,  but  w7as  not  willing  to 
sacrifice  any  principle  to  attain  even  this  desirable 
end.  He  thought  it  would  be  better  for  the  people  of 
Michigan  themselves,  and  more  satisfactory,  it  they 
w7ere  kept  a little  longer  out  Qf  the  union,  rather 
than  have  a principle  adopted  which  both  of  her 
conventions  had  declared  to  be  unconstitutional. — 
He  trusted,  however,  that  the  difficulties  might  be 
remedied  in  the  way  suggested  by  the  chairman  of 
the  committee,  for  lie  understood  the  gentleman  to 
say  that  he  viewed  the  preamble  as  of  little  conse- 
quence, and  would  vote  for  the  bill  it  it  w as  stricken 
out;  vet  he  would  feel  himself  bound  to  retain  it, 
although  he  considered  it  perfectly  harmless  and 
nugatory. 

Now,  if  this  was  the  case,  he  hoped  the  gentle- 
man, in  courtesy,  would  at  once  agree  to  let  it  be 
stricken  out  by  the  senate,  without  his  vote,  as  he 
believed  it  to  be  entirely  unimportant,  while  other 
gentlemen  believed  it  involved  a dangerous  princi- 
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pie,  and  would  compel  them  to  vote  against  the  bill 
if  it  was  retained;  and  he  fully  believed  that  if  the 
gentleman  would  thus  give  his  assent,  and  the  ob- 
noxious preamble  was  stricken  out,  there  would 
not  be  a dissenting  voice  to  the  admission  of  the 
new  state  into  the  union.  He  could  see  no  preju- 
dice that  would  result  in  pursuing  this  course  to 
the  boundaries  of  either  Ohio  or  Indiana;  their 
boundaries  were  already  settled,  and  could  not  be 
disturbed,  whether  the  preamble  was  retained  or 
not.  A great  deal  (said  Mr.  M.)  has  been  said 
here  about  Michigan  having  extended  her  jurisdic- 
tion over  part  of  the  territory  belonging  to  Ohio 
and  Indiana;  but,  if  he  understood  the  constitution 
of  Michigan,  no  definite  boundary  was  established 
by  that  instrument.  It  was  in  the  preamble  to  the 
constitution  it  was  to  be  found,  and  in  that  alone. 
It  was  there  provided  that  the  people  inhabiting 
the  territory,  as  established  by  the  act  of  congress 
of  1805,  formed  for  themselves  a state  government; 
this  he  considered  as  creating  no  difficulty  as  it  re- 
spected the  question  of  boundary,  either  with  Ohio 
or  Indiana.  He  therefore  most  sincerely  hoped  the 
honorable  chairman  would  give  his  assent  to  thus 
striking  out  the  preamble;  for,  with  it,  he  thought 
it  impossible  to  vote  for  the  bill. 

The  honorable  chairman  (he  said)  had  told  us 
that  this  was  not  a party  or  political  question.  He 
agreed  with  him  that  it  was  not.  He  felt  that  he 
ought  to  approach  it  as  a judge;  and  so  far  as  he 
was  advised  of  the  important  principle  involved  in 
the  case,  he  would  endeavor  to  decide  upon  it  ac- 
cording to  the  dictates  of  his  best  judgment.  He 
trusted  that  no  senator  would  give  his  vote  on  this 
question  under  the  influence  of  party  or  political 
feelings.  However  (said  Mr.  M.)  we  may  be  at- 
tached to  party  for  the  purpose  of  favoring  political 
views  as  to  future  policy,  yet,  when  we  come  to  a 
question  of  the  magnitude  of  the  one  before  us,  we 
must  decide  it  upon  higher  grounds,  and  suffer 
ourselves  to  be  influenced  by  the  sound  principles 
of  justice  only.  If  Michigan  was  not  a state, 
when  would  her  existence  as  a state  commence? 
If  she  was  a state  at  the  time  the  act  of  the  15th  of 
June  last  was  passed,  she  could  only  speak,  or,  ra- 
ther, make  known  her  will  as  such  state,  and, 
therefore,  the  assent  of  this  latter  convention  was 
not  her  act.  If  (said  he)  we  recognize  her  as  a 
state,  we  must  date  her  existence  from  the  time 
she  adopted  her  constitution;  and  if  her  senators 
and  representatives  who  have  been  elected  to  con- 
gress are  entitled  to  seats,  then,  indeed,  was  she  a 
state,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  from  that  time; 
and  the  convention  which  afterwards  met  without 
authority,  was  in  derogation  of  all  her  state  rights. 

No  gentleman,  he  presumed,  would  deny  this; 
and  yet  we  are  about  to  set  up  the  acts  of  certain 
unauthorised  individuals  as  above  the  constituted 
authorities  of  the  state.  Theie  was  one  circum- 
stance which  he  deemed  somewhat  material,  which 
he  wished  to  notice.  The  number  of  delegates 
which  composed  the  first  convention  was  forty- 
nine,  and  he  took  it  for  granted  that  the  law  of  Mi- 
chigan prescribed  this  number.  But  the  conven- 
tion which  gave  its  assent  to  the  act  of  congress 
was  composed  of  seventy-two  members;  how  hap- 
pened this?  Was  this  a movement  by  which  cer- 
tain gentlemen  in  the  state  were  to  be  put  up,  and 
others  put  down?  Who  apportioned  to  one  county 
tvvelve  delegates,  the  sixth  part  of  the  whole  num 
ber,  while  an  adjoining  county  sent  but  two? — 
Where  was  the  power  in  Michigan  to  make  this 
discrimination,  except  the  legislative  power?  Sir, 
(said  Mr.  M.)  admit  the  truth  of  this  preamble, 
and  then  the  legitimate  lengths  to  which  it  may  be 
carried,  and  we  dissolve  the  very  elements  of  go- 
vernment, and  reduce  its  power  to  physical  or  nu- 
merical force.  It  is  through  anarchy  that  we  ar- 
rive at  despotism.  Submit  this  to  any  state,  even 
to  Michigan  herself,  freed  from  duress,  and  no  one 
would  agree  to  it.  He  was  sure  it  never  would  be 
assented  to  in  his  own  state;  her  people  had  no 
authority  to  change  her  political  condition,  even  by 
the  consent  or  advice  of  congress,  but  only  through 
their  own  legislature,  and  in  the  manner  and  form 
in  which  they  had  bound  themselves  to  each  other 
in  their  own  constitution.  It  has  been  said  that 
the  first  step  from  correct  principles  was  taken 
with  more  difficulty  than  others  which  followed;  as 
in  morals  so  in  politics.  If  we  once  let  go  our  hold 
on  the  constitution,  for  any  purpose  whatever,  we 
may  soon  find  it  convenient  to  dispense  with  it  on 
most,  if  not  on  every  occasion.  These  (Mr.  M. 
said)  were  his  views  on  this  important  question, 
delivered,  to  be  sure,  in  a desultory  and  unconnect- 
ed manner;  and  he  returned  his  thanks  to  the  se- 
nate for  their  patient  attention. 

Mr.  Strange  said  he  should  detain  the  senate  but 
a moment  or  two,  for,  in  his  judgment,  there  was 
not  space  for  much  pertinent  argumentation  on  the 
subject  under  consideration.  He  did  not  perceive 


the  alarming  consequences  from  the  adoption  of 
the  preamble,  which  presented  themselves  to  the 
minds  of  other  gentlemen;  nor,  indeed,  did  he  much 
care,  except  so  far  as  it  might  be  gratifying  to 
,others  to  retain  it,  whether  the  preamble  accompa- 
nied the  bill  or  not.  The  retention  of  it  struck 
him  as  being  an  exceedingly  simple  matter,  involv- 
ing no  assertion  either  dangerous  or  untrue.  Con- 
gress at  the  last  session  passed  a law  constituting 
Michigan  one  of  the  states  of  this  union  upon  a 
particular  condition  therein  prescribed,  and  the 
preamble  merely  asserted  the  performance  of  that 
condition.  And  what  was  that  condition?  Why, 
that  the  people  of  Michigan  should  hold  a conven- 
tion, and  agree  therein  to  be  bound  by  the  territo- 
rial limits  prescribed  by  congress  to  that  state. — 
Have  the  people  of  Michigan  complied  with  that 
condition?  Has  she  held  her  convention,  and  given 
the  assent  required?  It  was  not  denied,  as  he  un- 
derstood, that  a convention  had  been  holden,  but 
the  manner  of  holding  it  was  objected  to.  He  was 
not  aware  that  either  the  common  law  or  any  sta- 
tute prescribed  any  mode  of  assembling  conventions; 
and  no  mode  was  prescribed  in  the  act  of  congress 
imposing  upon  Michigan  the  condition  of  holding 
this  convention;  and  it  was  rather  hard  now,  after 
she  had  holden  her  convention,  to  tell  her  that  she 
could  take  nothing  by  it,  because  it  had  not  been 
properly  holden,  although  no  landmarks  for  her 
guidance  were  laid  down  by  the  common  law  or 
statute,  and  congress  herself  had  neglected  to  indi- 
cate any  mode  in  which  a convention  might  be 
constituted  satisfactory  to  herself.  Michigan  was 
left,  as  we  are  still  left,  to  the  plain  dictates  of 
common  sense,  that  a convention  was  an  assem- 
blage of  the  people  of  a community,  in  person  or 
by  their  agents  or  representatives,  no  matter  how 
assembled;  and  by  that  plain  principle  of  common 
sense  she  has  a right  to  ask  that  she  shall  be  tried. 
How  was  the  government  under  which  we  live  put 
in  operation,  but  through  the  action  of  the  primary 
assemblages  of  the  people?  And  who  has  ever 
dared  to  question  the  propriety  of  that  result?  And 
is  Michigan  now  to  be  told,  in  the  absense  of  all 
law,  and  in  the  face  of  such  examples,  that  there 
was  a particular  mode  of  action,  the  only  legitimate 
and  proper  one?  The  report  of  the  chairman  of  the 
judiciary  committee  shows  that  Michigan  has  hol- 
den a convention  and  given  her  assent,  and  it  is 
not  denied  that  a convention  has  been  holden,  and 
the  assent  thereby  given;  but  gentlemen  say  it  is 
not  a legitimate  convention,  but  do  not  show  us 
what  is  necessary  to  constitute  a legitimate  conven- 
tion. It  has  been  assumed,  in  the  argument  of  this 
matter,  that  Michigan  is  a state.  If  so,  there  is 
nothing  left,  it  seemed  to  him,  either  to  dispute  or 
legislate  about.  The  senators  and  representatives 
from  that  state  were  entitled  to  their  seats  without 
further  action.  He  was  not  prepared  to  admit  that 
she  was  a state.  She  was  unquestionably  once  ar 
territory,  the  property  of  this  union,  and  could  only 
rise  to  the  dignity  of  a sovereign  state  by  the  con- 
sent of  congress,  properly  given.  Congress  had 
given  this  consent,  but  it  was  accompanied  with 
certain  conditions,  which  conditions  must  be  per- 
formed ere  the  consent  could  take  effect;  and  whe- 
ther these  conditions  had  been  performed,  was  the 
very  matter  under  consideration.  He  denied  that 
there  was  any  chrysalis  state  in  which  she  ceased 
to  be  a territory,  and  yet  was  not  a member  of  this 
union.  The  transition  must  necessarily  be  instan- 
taneous from  territorial  existence  to  that  of  mem- 
bership in  the  union.  Until  she  became  a state, 
she  continued  to  be  a territory,  and  only  ceased  to 
be  a territory  when  she  became  a state  in  the 
union.  Her  existence  as  a state,  and  ber  member- 
ship in  the  union,  were  the  cotemporaneous  effects 
of  one  action. 

If  he  rightly  understood  the  reason  why  congress 
had  imposed  this  condition  upon  Michigan,  it  was, 
that  there  might  be  no  future  difficulty  between  her 
and  the  stales  of  Ohio  and  Indiana  relative  to  boun- 
dary. Congress  could  never  decide  the  judicial 
question  as  to  what  effect  any  or  all  the  circumstan- 
ces should  have  upon  the  rights  of  the  several  par- 
ties. As  a matter  of  prudence,  she  might  ask  con- 
ditions which  might,  in  her  judgment,  tend  to  peace, 
but  it  remained  to  the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  coun- 
try only  to  decide  ultimately  upon  their  regularity 
and  effect.  A rigid  technical  course  was  therefore 
unbefitting  congress,  and  nothing  remained  for  her 
at  present  but  to  ascertain,  upon  broad  and  liberal 
principles,  whether  the  condition  required  of  Michi- 
gan had  been  performed. 

Some  reference  had  been  made  to  the  state  of 
Maryland  in  the  course  of  the  argument,  which,  by 
the  by,  he  did  not  think  at  all  parallel  to  the  case  of 
Michigan;  but  as  it  had  been  mentioned,  he  would 
say,  that  if  the  people  of  Maryland,  or  any  other 
state,  thought  proper  at  any  time,  by  a convention, 
however  originated  os-  organized,  to  change  her  con- 


stitution, congress  would  have  no  right  to  interfere, 
unless  she  departed  from  a republican  form  of  go- 
vernment. It  was  an  affair  entirely  domestic;  and  the 
authority  of  congress  to  intermeddle  in  the  matter, 
under  any  circumstances,  could  only  be  by  force  of 
the  fourth  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  by  which  a republican 
form  of  government  is  guarantied  by  the  United 
States  to  the  states  respectively.  The  evil  of  such 
a course,  if  any,  would  be  confined  to  the  citizens  of 
the  state  itself,  and  neither  the  general  government, 
nor  that  ol  any  other  state,  would  have  a right  to  in- 
terfere as  long  as  the  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment was  preserved.  But  the  case  of  Michigan  fell 
far  short  of  this,  and  in  his  judgment  involved  no 
question  which  could  alarm  the  most  apprehensive. 
It  was  a case  which  could  only  occur  on  the  forma- 
tion and  admission  of  new  states,  and  could  be  drawn 
into  precedent  under  no  other  circumstances.  The 
simple  question,  he  repeated,  was,  has  Michigan 
complied  with  the  conditions  required  of  her?  The 
preamble  affirmed  that  she  had,  and,  believing  it  to 
be  true,  he  should  vote  for  retaining  it. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  WAYS 
AND  MEANS. 

The  committee  of  ways  and  means,  to  which  were 
referred  the  message  of  the  president  recom- 
mending a reduction  of  the  revenue  to  the  wants 
of  the  government;  the  report  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  on  the  finances;  a memorial  praying 
for  a distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue,  and 
many  memorials  praying  for  a repeal  of  the  du- 
ties on  foreign  merchandise,  submit  the  following 
report: 

Tne  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary last,  as  near  as  it  can  be  now  ascertained,  of 
available  funds,  was  $42,468,859  97.  There  was 
probably  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  before 
that  date,  of  which  no  account  had  been  received, 
about  one  million  in  addition,  and  the  government 
held,  on  public  account,  $6,244,600,  par  value,  of 
stock  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  which  at 
114  per  cent,  amounts  to  $7,100,304.  The  aggre- 
gate amount  of  money,  and  other  means  possessed 
by  government  on  the  1st  of  January,  was  upwards 
of  fifty  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. — 
The  appropriations  unexpended  at  the  close  of  the 
year,  and  required  to  complete  the  service  of  1836, 
amounted  to  $13,561,373  35.  Of  this  amount  but 
$6,000,000  can  be  properly  charged  against  the 
surplus,  as  about  seven  to  eight  millions  remain  un- 
expended at  the  end  of  almost  every  year.  The 
surplus  of  means,  on  the  1st  of  January,  may  there- 
fore be  estimated  at  $44,500,000. 

The  revenue  of  the  past  year  from  customs,  as 
nearly  as  it  can  be  ascertained  and  estimated  at 
the  treasury,  was  $23,000,000  from  customs,  and 
$24,500,000  from  public  lands,  and  from  all  other 
sources  620,000  dollars,  making  an  aggregate  of 
$48,120,000. 

The  excess  of  revenue  beyond  the  proper  wants 
of  government,  though  now  assuming  greater  im- 
portance than  it  did  formerly,  has  existed  for  some 
years  past,  and  originated  in  the  policy  of  revising 
our  tariff  so  frequently  since  our  war  with  Great 
Britain,  without  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  trea- 
sury. High  rates  of  duty  were  levied  to  protect 
particular  branches  of  industry,  and  a very  large 
revenue  was  raised,  which  was  absorbed  in  our 
public  debt,  till  that  was  extinguished. 

Other  causes  have,  however,  combined  to  pro- 
duce our  present  redundant  revenue,  and  to  give  an 
impulse  to  trade  generally.  The  sudden  and  rapid 
increase  during  the  last  five  years,  may  be  ascribed, 
in  a measure,  to  British  and  American  legislation. 
The  former,  after  prohibiting  them  for  a century, 
authorised  the  unlimited  creation  of  joint  stock 
banks,  not  redeeming  their  notes  in  gold  or  silver, 
but  in  the  notes  of  the  bank  of  England,  which 
were  made  a lawful  tender.  On  our  side,  we  have 
added  since  1829,  $45,093,207  to  our  metallic  cur- 
rency; and  since  1830  we  have  increased  our  bank- 
ing capital  from  110,000,000  to  about  $330,000,000; 
thus  extending  our  paper  circulation  probably 
$60,000,000.  The  currency  of  no  country  can  be 
so  suddenly  increased,  without  encouraging  general 
speculation,  and  producing  a very  considerable  ex- 
pansion of  commercial  credits.  Trade  and  revenue 
have  been  accordingly  affected  by  it.  Our  exports, 
which  were  at  fifty  millions  in  1828,  rose  in  1835 
to  one  hundred  and  one  millions;  and  those  of  1836 
were  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions. 
Our  imports  deducting  the  amount  exported,  and 
excluding  coin  and  bullion,  were  in  1829, 49,500,000 
dollars;  and  in  1835  $123,000,000,  and  in  the  past 
year  probably  $150,000,000. 

The  annual  receipts  from  the  sales  of  the  public 
land  in  1830,  were  less  than  two  millions  and  a 
half;  and  in  1836,  $24,500,000;  and  a much  larger 
increase  would  have  occurred  in  our  revenue  from 
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customs,  had  not  the  duty  on  nearly  one-half  of  our 
imports  been  repealed.  The  produce  of  our  agri- 
culture, and  one-half  in  value,  if  not  in  extent,  of 
the  whole  territory  of  the  country,  have  become 
objects  of  speculation,  contributing  to  enlarge  very 
considerably  the  mass  of  commercial  contracts  and 
credits. 

The  revenue  of  forty-seven  millions  and  a half 
from  customs  and  public  lands  in  the  past  year,  is 
obviously  not  to  be  relied  upon  as  our  permanent 
income.  The  spirit  of  speculation  is  already  check- 
ed, and  the  probable  embarrassments  of  the  winter 
will  sensibly  affect  the  receipts  in  the  present  and 
the  next  year.  But  in  the  actual  condition  of  our 
country,  sustained  as  its  prosperity  is,  by  powerful 
and  permanent  causes,  we  are  not  authorised  to  an- 
ticipate the  extraordinary  decline  in  our  revenue 
which  occurred  after  the  disastrous  revulsion  in 
1819 — the  consequence  of  a sudden  transition  from 
war  to  peace.  In  adjusting  our  revenue  to  the  fu- 
ture wants  of  government,  we  should  reflect  that 
this  is  the  first  opportunity  we  have  had,  since  the 
adoption  of  our  constitution,  to  enlarge  our  foreign 
trade,  and  develope  the  resources  of  our  exten- 
sive confederacy.  At  the  outset  we  had  but  four 
years  of  uninterrupted  commerce.  In  the  second 
period  but  seven,  from  1S00  to  1807:  and  even  after 
the  close  of  the  war  in  1815,  the  trade  of  the  coun- 
try was  convulsed  for  six  years  by  the  change  from 
war  to  peace,  the  sudden  increase  of  state  banks, 
and  the  fluctuating  operations  of  the  bank  cf  the 
United  States.  The  speculations  of  1825  were 
very  much  confined  in  this  country  to  one  branch 
of  trade,  and  were  of  British,  not  American,  origin. 
No  general  prostration  of  our  trade,  internal  and 
external,  has  occurred  for  sixteen  years;  and  to  this, 
more  than  to  any  temporary  or  legislative  cause, 
the  existing  prosperity  of  the  country  ought  to  be 
ascribed. 

Our  revenue  from  customs  is  sustained  by  perma- 
nent causes,  and  although  it  will  fall  off  during  the 
present  and  in  the  next  year,  it  must  increase  with 
the  growing  foreign  trade  of  the  country.  The 
cotton  manufactures  of  Europe  are  steadily  increas- 
ing. In  Great  Britain  the  average  increase  from 
1834  to  1836,  was  twenty  per  cent.  In  this  coun- 
try, the  crop  of  cotton  in  the  past  year,  is  estimat- 
ed at  1,570,000  bales;  being  210,000  more  than  was 
produced  in  1835.  It  must  also  be  observed,  that 
while  the  spirit  of  speculation  has  raised  other 
commodities  to  extravagant  prices,  cotton,  other  ar- 
ticles of  export,  and  foreign  merchandise  generally, 
the  sources  of  our  revenue,  have  not  been  much 
higher  than  usual.  A crisis  in  commercial  affairs 
could  not,  therefore,  as  in  1819,  cause  any  very 
considerable  reduction,  and  any  decline  would  be 
but  temporary.  The  rapid  growth  too  of  our  wealth 
and  population,  and  the  extension  of  our  settled 
territory,  enlarge  the  demand  for  foreign  supplies, 
and  in  any  prospective  adjustment  of  the  tariff,  the 
permanent  increase  of  our  foreign  commerce  should 
be  more  regarded  than  a temporary  depression  re- 
sulting from  overtrading. 

We  may  anticipate  a greaterdeclineinour  revenue 
from  public  lands,  though  not  to  the  eitent  which 
has  been  estimated.  The  receipts  in  the  last  quar- 
ter, notwithstanding  the  extraordinary  demand  for 
money  were,  as  nearly  as  they  can  be  ascertained, 
four  millions  and  a half.  The  revenue  for  the  pre- 
sent and  the  next  year,  will  fall  far  below  that  of 
1836;  but  in  estimating  our  future  income  from  our 
public  lands,  we  must  not  be  governed  by  the  an- 
nual receipts  in  former  years.  Many  causes  exist 
now,  which  must  considerably  enlarge  this  source 
of  revenue.  We  have  within  six  years  purchased 
of  the  Indians  ninety  millions  of  acres  within  our 
settled  boundaries,  and  removed  the  tribes  beyond 
the  Mississippi.  This  must  accelerate  the  sale  and 
settlement  of  these  lands.  We  have  too  within  a 
few  years  rapidly  multiplied  our  internal  improve- 
ments in  the  interior,  in  every  direction,  and  in 
many  instances,  through  large  tracts  of  the  public 
lands.  It  is  as  easy  for  the  emigrant  to  reach  Illi- 
nois at  this  time,  as  it  was  to  go  to  Utica  in  New 
York  twenty  years  ago.  The  area  of  settlement  is 
thus  enlarged  in  the  south,  and  in  the  west,  to  an 
extent  very  far  beyond  its  former  boundaries.  The 
states  in  the  north  west  are  growing  with  astonish- 
ing rapidity;  while  the  laboring  population  of  Ma- 
ryland, Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  is  rapidly 
moving  off  to  the  south  western  states. 

Should  the  sales  of  our  public  lands  be  limited  to 
actual  settlers,  as  is  proposed  by  the  committee  on 
public  lands,  some,  though  not  a very  considerable 
reduction  in  the  revenue,  may  be  anticipated.  No- 
thing short  of  suspending  the  sales,  a policy  which 
this  government  never  would  adopt,  can  prevent  us 
from  receiving  a large  income  from  this  source. 

One,  and  not  the  least  of  the  evils  resulting  from 
a surplus  revenue,  is  an  extraordinary  increase  of 
our  federal  expenses.  A part  of  this  increase  has 


been  caused  by  extinguishing  Indian  titles,  and  re-  tected  articles;  for  the  latter  were  generally  taxed 
moving  the  tribes.  We  have  appropriated  for  these  at  the  highest  ratps.  When  a duty  was  proposed 
objects,  since  the  4th  of  March,  1S29,  26,9S2,068  as  a tax,  and  defended  as  an  incidental  enco  iragi- 
dollars;  and  our  Indian  wars  have  and  will  cost  us  ment  to  some  brancu  of  industry  at  home,  it  was 
not  less  than  $13,000,000,  making  an  aggregate  of  uniformly  advocated  as  a temporary  burden  upon 
about  $40,000,000.  Such  heavy  expenditures,  for  the  consumer,  for  which  he  would  be  indemnified 
similar  objects,  cannot  be  anticipated  hereafter,  and  in  a few  years  by  a cheaper  domestic  supply.  The 
our  federal  expenses  for  all  purposes  ought  not  to  ! government  wanted  money,  the  taxes  were  mode- 
be  estimated  at  more  than  twenty  millions  of  dol-  rate,  and  the  consumers  seldom  troubled  themselves 
lars.  Even  that  amount  is  much  more  than  we  ' to  inquire  into  the  wisdom  of  the  discriminations, 
have  hitherto  deemed  compatible  with  the  necessa-  or  the  soundness  ol  the  principles,  oi  ci ingress, 
ry  wants  of  an  economical  government;  and  a just 1 At  the  close  of  the  war  with  G:  at  Britain,  the 
regard  to  economy  should  prevent  us  at  least  from  manufactures  of  the  country  had  been  protected 
making  provision,  in  anticipation,  for  a larger  go-  : for  eight  years  by  an  almost  total  prohibition  of 
vernment  expenditure.  I foreign  merchandise,  and  by  the  sacrifices  of  agri- 

Unless,  however,  prompt  measures  are  taken  to  ! culture  and  commerce.  When  peace  returned, 
reduce  our  revenue,  we  may  anticipate  a rapid  in-  ' the  latter  interests  were  destined  again  to  pros- 
crease  of  our  expenses,  and  the  recurrence,  in  a 1 per,  and  there  was  danger  that  the  sudden  renewal 
few  years,  of  another  surplus  for  deposite  or  distri-  ; of  our  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  with  whom 
bution.  To  avoid  these  evils,  the  only  safe  and  we  exchanged  productions,  would  give  a blow  to 
prudent  course  is  to  diminish  the  income  of  the  go-  manufactures  from  which  they  would  not  recover 
vernment.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that ; in  many  years.  There  was  a general  desire  to 
some  unnecessary  taxes,  not  yielding  much  reve-  ; moderate  the  shock,  and  the  duties  levied  by  the 
nue,  may  be  repealed,  and  that  a general  reduction  tariff' of  1S16,  were  in  some  instances  higher  than 
should  be  made  in  one  or  the  other  sources  of  our  j would  have  been  otherwise  adopted;  and  neccssa- 
income  to  the  extent  of  seven  millions  of  dollars. — rily  much  higher  than  they  were  before  the  war, 


The  actual  condition  of  our  finances  does  not  war- 
rant a less  reduction. 

Without  arresting  the  progress  of  the  settlement 
of  the  country,  this  reduction  cannot  be  made  in 
our  receipts  from  public  lands.  But  even  if  such 
an  unwise  and  unjust  proposition  were  made,  and 
the  question  should  be  presented  whether  we  should 
relinquish  our  income  from  this  source,  or  reduce 
our  revenue  from  customs,  there  are  great  conside- 
rations, involving  even  the  stability  of  our  confede- 
racy, why  the  latter  should  be  preferred  to  the  for- 
mer. 

Our  public  lands  are  the  common  property  of  the 
union  in  the  ratio  to  representation.  No  tax  can 
ever  be  imposed,  the  burden  of  which  will,  in  the 
spirit  of  our  federal  constitution,  fall  in  the  like  ra- 
tio among  the  states.  On  the  contrary,  the  reve- 
nue from  customs  is  the  most  unequal  and  unjust 
plan  of  taxation  that  could  have  been  devised;  and 
the  design  of  our  constitution  will  never  be  fulfill- 
ed until  it  is  wholly  reformed.  The  agricultural 
states  should  never  permit  a common  fund  to  be  de- 
stroyed, or  permanently  distributed,  in  order  that, 
by  perpetuating  our  taxes  upon  manufactures,  the 
chief  burden  of  supporting  the  federal  government 
should  be  thrown  upon  them.’ 

In  justice  to  the  new  as  well  as  to  the  old  states, 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  ought  not  to  be  sus- 
pended, nor  should  they  be  converted  into  a fund 
for  annual  distribution  among  the  states.  What- 
ever reduction  is  made  should  fall  upon  our  revenue 
from  customs.  In  examining  the  various  articles 
upon  which  duties  are  now  levied,  the  committee 
find  very  few  remaining  that  do  not  directly  or  in- 
directly come  in  competition  with  some  branches 
of  our  own  industry.  Those  which  are  exclusive- 
ly foreign  do  not  yield  an  aggregate  amount  of  du- 
ty exceeding  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Many 
others,  which  have  been  heretofore  classed  among 
the  non-protected  articles,  might  be  included  in 
the  favored  list,  with  quite  as  much  justice  as 
those  which  have  been  so  considered  ever  since  it 
has  been  the  policy  of  government  to  make  any 
such  distinction.  But  if  the  duties  on  all  that  are 
classed  with  the  non-protected  were  repealed,  it 
would  not  reduce  the  revenue  one  million  of  dol- 
lars. An  adequate  reduction  cannot  be  made  with- 
out diminishing  or  repealing  the  duties  on  what  are 
denominated  protected  articles;  in  other  words, 
without  modifying  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March, 
1833,  commonly  called  the  compromise  act. 

In  approaching  this  question,  the  committee  are 
fully  aware  of  the  importance  of  the  interests  in- 
volved, and  of  the  anxiety  of  capitalists  who  are 
extensively  engaged  in  the  manufacture  or  pro- 
duction of  commodities  which  may  be  affected  by 
any  reduction  of  our  taxes.  But  the  question 
whether  we  shall  continue  to  sustain  their  income 
by  our  laws,  must  yield  to  the  indispensable  ne- 
cessity of  reducing  our  revenue  to  the  wants  of 
the  government.  The  actual  condition  of  our  finan- 
ces demands  this  and  makes  it  our  duty  to  examine 
thoroughly  the  foundation  upon  which  the  claims 
of  our  capitalists  to  exclusive  and  perpetual  pro- 
tection rest,  and  to  exhibit  the  very  unjust  opera- 
tion of  the  compromise  act  upon  the  people  and 
states  of  our  confederacy. 

Prior  to  1S16,  the  primary  object  of  every  duty 
was  to  support  government,  and  pay  the  public 
debt;  every  tariff'  and  every  tax  originated  in  a 
want  of  money.  The  duties  were  levied  on  im- 
ports generally,  and  the  encouragement  of  manu- 
factures was  wholly  incidental  to  the  power  of  col- 
lecting a revenue  from  customs.  There  was  no 
distinction,  then,  between  protected  and  non-pro- 


owing  to  its  heavy  expenses.  From  that  time  a 
struggle  occurred  at  almost  ever,'  session,  for  more 
protection,  and  the  duties  were  continually  raised 
till  they  reached  their  maximum  in  1828.  Va- 
rious expedients  were  resorted  to,  to  sustain  them. 
Our  expenditures  were  rapidly  increased  without 
the  least  regard  to  economy,  to  create  a necessity 
for  revenue.  The  duties  on  merchandise  exclu- 
sively of  foreign  origin  were  repealed  to  preserve 
our  protecting  duties;  and  now,  when  all  these  ex- 
pedients have  failed,  an  attempt  is  made,  not  only 
to  perpetuate,  but  to  increase  them  by  annually 
distributing  the  proceeds  of  our  public  lands. 

The  system  was  modified  by  the  acts  of  the  14th 
July,  1832,  and  the  2d  of  March,  1833.  This  last 
act,  though  proposing  a reduction  of  duty,  con- 
tains some  provisions  to  take  effect  in  1842,  which 
will  probably  be  repealed.  To  exact  cash  duties, 
and  to  deny  to  our  foreign  trade  the  privilege  of 
deposite,  is  a policy  which  has  never  yet  been  in- 
troduced into  any  other  civilized  commercial  coun- 
try; and  to  assess  the  duty  on  the  market  value  of 
foreign  merchandise,  at  every  port  in  the  United 
States,  would  give  us  as  many  rates  of  duttes  as  we 
have  ports,  in  direct  violation  of  the  constitution. 
But  the  committee  do  not  propose  to  anticipate  the 
discussion  of  thqj?  questions,  or  any  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  1833,  which  do  not  interfere 
with  the  proposed  reduction  of  the  revenue.  They 
deem  it,  however,  important  to  examine  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  compromise  act,  and  to  expose  its  un- 
just operation  at  this  time. 

The  modern  innovation  upon  our  ancient  plan  of 
levying  duties  on  foreign  merchandise,  generally 
by  collecting  our  revenue,  exclusively  from  that 
portion  which  comes  in  competition  with  our  own 
industry,  reverses  the  whole  design  of  the  constitu- 
tion; which  certainly  contemplated  that  our  taxes 
for  federal  purposes  should  be  levied  in  a ratio  to 
representation  as  nearly  as  it  was  practicable. 

The  previous  acts,  repealing  duties  oil  non-pro- 
tected articles,  and  the  act  of  March,  1833,  are 
calculated  to  make  our  taxes  as  unequal  as  possi- 
ble. There  is  a wide  difference  between  the  opera- 
tion of  a tariff  on  merchandise  similar  to  our  own 
and  on  that  which  is  exclusively  foreign.  When 
we  collect  twenty  millions  on  the  latter,  the  duties 
are  general  through  the  union,  and  the  price  of 
no  corresponding  commodity  at  home  is  raised  by 
it.  The  tariff  operates  as  a tax  to  that  extent,  and 
no  further,  and  the  whole  amount  goes  into  the 
treasury  for  the  support  of  government.  No  man 
gains  any  advantage  over  another,  and  no  state 
is  made  tributary  to  any  capitalist,  or  corporation. 
But  when  twenty  millions  are  collected  on  pro- 
tected articles,  the  tax  indirectly  extends  to  the 
whole  mass  of  ouv  own  productions  and  manufac- 
tures, which  are  raised  in  price,  and  a much  greater 
amount  is  levied  upon  the  consumers  of  the  coun- 
try, in  addition  to  the  twenty  millions  for  the  sup- 
port of  government.  In  1S35  the  merchandise  im- 
ported for  consumption  liable  to  duty,  deducting 
the  value  exported,  amounted  to  about  sixtv-six 
millions,  and  yielded  a duty  of  twenty  millions. 
The  value  of  similar  merchandise  of  domestic  origin 
in  that  year,  may  be  estimated  at  about  250,000,000 
dollars.  Some  of  these  branches,  especially  those 
beyond  the  mountains,  are  not  so  much  affected 
by  our  duties;  but  the  prices  of  far  the  largest  pro- 
portion are  regulated  in  a great  measure  by  the 
tax  we  impose.  Assuming  that  articles  oi  the 
value  of  only  $150,000,000,  were  so  affected,  and 
to  the  extent  of  25  per  cent,  which  is  less  than 
the  actual  duty  on  imported  merchandise,  the  in- 
ternal tax  on  the  consumers  in  1835,  amounted  to 
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$37,500,000,  in  addition  to  the  twenty  millions 
■which  went  into  the  treasury.  It  is  impossible 
to  ascertain  what  amount  of  tax  these  protected 
branches  of  industry  have  for  their  owTn  profit, 
and  to  pay  the  difference  between  American  and 
European  labor,  thus  indirectly  collected  from  the 
consumers  since  1789.  But  we  know  that  the 
latter  have  paid  on  foreign  merchandise,  from  1789 
to  1S36,  inclusive,  (see  statement  A),  more  than 
$682,000,000,  besides  probably  thirty  millions  for 
tht  expenses  of  collection.  More  than  one-half  of 
this  aggregate  has  been  levied  on  protected  articles. 
Although  we  cannot  ascertain  the  amount  of  this 
internal  tax  upon  the  consumers  for  the  last  forty- 
eight  years,  we  can  form  some  estimate  of  it  in 
late  years.  At  the  manufacturers’  convention  in 
New  York  in  1831,  they  estimated  the  annual  pro- 
duct of  their  industry,  omitting  some  branches,  at 
more  than  two  hundred  millions.  From  their  great 
and  uninterrupted  prosperity  since  then,  the  annual 
value  of  their  products  at  the  present  time,  ought 
probably  to  be  estimated  at  $300,000,000.  If  the 
larger  proportion  of  this  amount  is  not  raised  in 
value  by  duties  on  foreign  merchandise,  then  are 
they,  as  protecting' duties,  wholly  inoperative  and 
unnecessary.  This  indirect  tax  upon  the  consump- 
tion of  our  own  productions,  cannot  be  estimated  at 
less  than  twice  the  amount  of  duty  collected  on 
similar  foreign  merchandise,  or  forty  millions  an- 
nually. 

The  prices  of  protected  produce  and  manufac- 
tures at  home  and  abroad,  are  regulated  by  the  in- 
dustry of  those  countries  where  labor  is  uniformly 
cheaper  than  it  is  in  the  United  States.  Until 
our  population  resembles  that  of  Europe,  and  our 
climate  is  as  genial  as  that  of  the  sugar  islands, 
our  consumers  must  pay  for  both  foreign  and  do- 
mestic merchandise,  a price  equal  to  the  cost 
abroad,  the  charges  of  importation,  the  duty  and 
the  merchants’  profit  upon  all.  How  much  the 
aggregate  of  all  these  amounts  to  in  the  progress 
of  near  half  a century,  it  is  impossible  to  calcu- 
late. We  know,  however,  that  one  of  the  items 
amounts  to  more  than  $350,000,000;  and  the  prince- 
ly establishments  scattered  over  the  U.  States,  and 
the  fact  that  the  annual  produce  of  their  industry 
may  be  estimated  at  $300,000,000,  afford  ample  evi- 
dence that  other  treasuries  than  that  of  the  govern- 
ment, have  drawn  a much  larger  amount  from  the 
labor  of  the  consumers. 

Such  is  the  operation  of  those  protecting  duties, 
which  it  is  proposed  to  continue,  for  the  purpose 
of  dividing  our  surplus  revenue,  hereafter.  Such 
the  system  of  taxation  which  the  compromise  act, 
as  it  is  called,  makes  perpetual  in  a confederacy  of 
states,  three-fourths  of  which  are  not  engaged  to 
any  extent  in  these  protected  branches  of  industry. 
According  to  the  provisions  and  indirect  opera- 
tion of  that  act,  we  must  levy  sixty  millions  an- 
nually upon  the  consumption  of  the  country,  in 
order  to  collect  twenty  for  the  use  of  govern- 
ment. The  entire  population  of  most,  and  a large 
majority  of  all  the  states,  must  be  forever  com- 
pelled by  our  laws  to  sustain  immense  and  power- 
ful establishments,  which  are  overshadowing  all 
other  branches  of  industry;  while  our  privileged 
capitalists  and  corporations  are  alone  to  be,  in  ef- 
fect, exempt  from  taxation,  well  satisfied  with  a 
reciprocity  of  duties  so  long  as  they  are  ultimately 
indemnified  by  an  indirect  tax  upon  the  other  in- 
terests of  the  country. 

In  other  countries,  with  a crowded  population 
and  a consolidated  government,  this  system  is  less 
expensive,  though  manifestly  unjust  and  impolitic, 
wherever  it  is  adopted.  But  whatever  may  be  its 
operation  elsewhere,  it  is  wholly  inconsistent  with 
the  equal,  just  and  free  basis  of  our  institutions; 
and  can  never  be  perpetuated  in  a confederacy  of 
states  spread  over  a vast  continent,  differing  in  em- 
ployments, interests,  soil  and  climate. 

It  is  impossible  to  make  a protecting  tax  equal 
among  the  states.  It  is,  as  such,  wholly  incon- 
sitent  with  the  constitutional  and  political  rights  of 
the  members  of  our  confederacy.  We  cannot  per- 
manently make  twenty  of  the  states  of  the  union 
tributary,  not  to  the  other  six,  but  to  a small  por- 
tion of  their  population.  The  produce  of  the  labor 
of  one  state  should,  by  law,  enjoy  no  advantages  j 
over  the  produce  of  labor  in  another,  whatever  may 
be  the  character  of  its  industry;  nor  should  the  ; 
foreign  trade  of  any  one  state  in  the  union  be  re- 
stricted, except  from  political  necessity. 

1 he  commerce  of  a confederacy,  internal  and 
external,  should  be  wholly  free.  The  manufac- 
tures of  Europe,  as  well  as  of  the  United  States, 
require  the  produce  of  our  agriculture,  and  we 
have  no  constitutional  right  to  restrict  the  mutual 
exchange  of  our  commodities  exclusively  for  the 
purpose  of  increasing  the  profits  of  individuals  in 
other  states.  The  planter  of  the  south  and  the 
farmer  of  the  interior,  or  of  the  west,  cannot  be 


effectually  and  perpetually  compelled  by  our  laws 
to  purchase  his  supplies  from  the  manufacturer 
or  producer  in  some  distant  state,  on  terms  which 
give  the  latter  an  advantage  of  thirty,  forty  or 
fifty  per  cent,  and  in  some  instances  more.  This 
plan  of  taxation  is  unjust  in  any  form  and  to  any 
extent,  but  to  collect,  as  is  proposed,  millions  be- 
yond the  wants  of  government,  merely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  distribution,  would  render  its  inequality  and 
oppression  intolerable. 

These  protecting  duties  can  be  no  longer  defended 
as  temporary  taxes  upon  consumption,  for  which 
the  country  will  be  indemnified  by  a cheap  and 
and  abundant  supply  of  domestic  produce  and  ma- 
nufactures. It  will  be  seen  by  examiningthe  state- 
| ment  B,  how  utterly  fallacious  have  been  all  such 
j predictions  and  speculations,  from  the  date  of  the 
report  of  our  first  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in 
1 1790,  down  to  the  present  day.  That  statement 
[exhibits  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  most  im- 
portant protected  merchandise  imported  in  fifteen 
years  to  September,  1835,  and  some  for  the  year 
1 ending  30th  June  last. 

Previous  to  1821  our  laws  did  not  require  regular 
returns,  and  little  reliance  can  be  placed  on  esti- 
mates. So  far  from  redeeming  the  pledges,  so  re- 
peatedly given  to  the  country,  that  foreign  merchan- 
dise would  be  excluded,  our  importations  have  al- 
ways been  and  are  now  steadily  increasing,  and  al- 
most uniformly  in  a ratio  even  greater  than  our  rapid 
increase  of  population.  Our  manufactures,  how- 
ever prosperous,  cannot  more  than  keep  pace  with 
the  growth  of  the  country,  so  long  as  our  boundaries 
of  settlement  continue  to  be  enlarged,  and  our  agri- 
cultural population  spreads  in  the  south  and  west. 
We  have  never  had  an  adequate  supply  of  labor, 
and  even  that  is  comparatively  diminishing,  as  the 
spirit  and  facility  of  emigration  increase,  and  the 
theatre  of  settlement  enlarges.  Such  is  the  existing 
demand  for  labor  for  our  modern  improvements  and 
enlarged  industry — for  our  mines,  factories,  rail 
roads,  and  canals,  that  we  can  scarce  procure  suffi- 
cient to  cultivate  the  soil.  Besides,  so  long  as  we 
supply  all  Europe  with  raw  materials,  and  our  ex- 
ports continue  to  increase,  as  they  will  do,  we  must 
take  her  manufactures  in  return.  While  peace  con- 
tinues, nations  will  exchange  their  surplus  produc- 
tions; and  that  commerce  will  constantly  increase, 
in  defiance  of  all  our  revenue  laws.  The  consumers 
of  this  country  can  expect  no  relief  from  the  pro- 
tecting system  till  this  continent  shall  have  become 
settled,  and  a dense  and  impoverished  population 
reduces  the  price  of  labor  to  the  European  standard. 
Till  then,  they  must  pay  an  annual  tribute  of  mil- 
lions, to  add  to  the  number,  wealth,  and  power  of 
our  capitalists  and  corporations. 

Statement  B gives  the  importations  for  each  year 
ending  the  30th  September,  from  1821  to  1835.  The 
returns  are  not  complete  for  1836,  though  a few  are 
stated  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  June  last.  The 
aggregate  imports  for  that  year,  including  coin  and 
bullion,  was  $185,631,410.  Had  the  importations 
for  1836  been  taken  into  the  comparison,  a much 
larger  increase  would  have  been  exhibited;  but  the 
trade  of  that  year  was  augmented  by  extraordinary 
causes,  and  is  therefore  excluded.  The  comparison 
made  is  between  the  seven  years  ending  in  1821, 
and  in  1835 — the  first  and  the  last  seven  of  the  fif- 
teen years.  The  real  increase  is  much  larger  than 
the  apparent,  in  consequence  of  constant  improve- 
ments in  machinery,  and  the  competition  among  na- 
tions. The  value  of  imports  at  the  present  day  re- 
presents, in  many  instances,  more  than  double  the 
quantity  the  same  amount  would  have  represented 
twenty  yej#s  ago. 

In  the  last  seven  years,  to  1835,  the  average  in- 
crease over  the  first  seven — that  is,  in  seven] years, 
is  on  the  following  articles,  viz: 

Brass  manufactures 
Glas3  ware  ... 

China  ware  ... 

Earthen  and  stone  ware 

Steel 

Leather  manufactures,  the  last  five 
over  the  first  five  years,  from 
1826  to  1835 
The  only  article,  the  importation  of  which  has  not 
increased,  is  hemp;  and  for  the  very  unsatisfactory 
reason,  that  the  laws  of  other  countries  are  more 
friendly  to  our  navigation  than  our  own,  and  our 
ships  are  supplied  abroad. 

Woollen  manufactures.  Stuff  goods  have  been  ad- 
mitted free  of  duty  for  three  years  past.  Other 
manufactures  of  wool  have  been  protected  by  a high 
duty;  and,  more  effectually  to  diminish  importations, 
cash  duties  are  exacted,  to  take  effect  from  the  date 
of  importation.  The  aggregate  increase  of  worsted 
and  woollens  is  in  the  last,  over  the  first  seven  years, 
about  $1,700,000,  being  22  per  cent,  in  seven  years. 
The  greatest  amonnt  imported  in  any  one  year  of 
the  first  seven,  was  $11,752,595,  and  in  the  last, 
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$16,831,557;  being  $4,000,000  more  than  had  been 
imported  in  any  one  year  since  these  returns  were 
ordered.  If  the  quantities,  instead  of  the  values, 
could  be  compared,  it  would  exhibit  a greater  in- 
crease. The  worsted  goods  imported  in  the  year  end- 
ing the  30th  of  June,  1836,  amounted  to  $7,099,370; 
woollens,  $13,614,643;  making  an  aggregate  of 
$20,714,013. 

Cotton  manufactures.  This  branch  was  protected 
by  a heavy  square  yard  duty  in  1816,  which  has 
been  subsequently  increased.  The  average  increase 
annually  in  the  last  over  the  first  seven  years  is 
more  than  a million.  The  highest  amount  imported 
in  any  one  of  the  first  seven  years  was  $12,509,516; 
in  the  last,  $16,090,224.  The  first  year  of  the  six- 
teen was  $7,788,514,  and  the  last,  $15,367,585. — 
When  it  is  considered  how  much  the  price  of  this 
fabric  has  been  reduced  in  every  country  in  the  last 
twenty  years,  and  that  the  same  value  now  generally 
represents  twice  the  quantity  it  did  formerly,  some 
i lea  may  be  formed  of  the  immense  increase  in  this 
branch  of  our  importations.  The  amount  imported  in 
the  year  ending  the  30th  June  last  was  $18,927,250. 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures.  By  adopting  specific 
rates  of  duty  on  many  of  these  manufactures,  the 
consumers  are  taxed  much  more  heavily  than  they 
are  aware  of;  besides  which,  the  heavy  charges  of 
transportation  give  our  own  manufactures  a great 
advantage.  The  importations,  notwithstanding, 
have  increased  very  rapidly.  The  aggregate  amount 
imported  in  the  first  seven  years  was  $19,141,183; 
in  the  last,  $27,824,141;  being  an  increase  in  seven 
years  of  45  per  cent.  The  highest  annual  importa- 
tion in  the  first  term,  was  $3,525,433;  in  the  last, 
$4,827,461;  and  in  the  first  year  of  the  sixteen 
$1,630,129;  in  the  last,  $4,827,461.  The  amount 
imported  in  the  year  ending  the  30th  June  last  was 
$7,717,910. 

Bar  iron.  The  aggregate  quantity  imported  in 
the  first  seven  years  was  3,998,021,  and  in  the  last 
7,106,381  hundred  weight,  or  about  200,000  tons  in 
the  former  period,  and  355,000  tons  in  the  latter; 
being  an  increase  of  77^  per  cent,  in  seven  years. 
The  consumption  of  iron  was  rapidly  increasing  in 
every  country,  owing  to  the  application  of  it  to  a va- 
riety of  new  purposes.  But  another,  and  much 
more  important  source  of  consumption,  has  recently 
grown  out  of  the  improvement  in  rail  roads,  which 
promises  to  give  ample  employment  for  years  to 
come  to  iron  works  at  home  and  abroad.  The  de- 
mand for  this  new  use  cannot  even  be  now  supplied, 
and  the  price  of  rail  road  iron  has  consequently  risen 
very  considerably.  By  devoting  labor  to  this  new 
and  increasing  branch  of  the  iron  manufacture,  other 
branches  have  advanced  in  price.  Although  our 
iron-masters  find  the  latter  more  profitable  than  rail 
road  iron,  the  British,  by  going  largely  into  this  new 
branch,  have  given  an  impulse  to  all  others  in  every 
country.  There  will  undoubtedly  be  a rapid  increase 
of  rail  roads  in  Europe  and  America,  which  must 
very  much  enlarge  the  demand.  Whatever  may 
have  been  the  motives,  heretofore,  for  imposing  a 
protecting  duty,  none  is  now  required;  for  this  mo- 
dern improvement  has  created  a market  for  it  which 
affords  it  a protection  farmore  permanentand  effec- 
tual than  thrice  the  amount  of  our  existing  duty. — 
As  a protection,  our  duty  is  rendered  wholly  abor- 
tive; for  all  the  iron-masters  of  Europe  and  America 
cannot,  taking  a series  of  years  together,  supply  the 
demand  for  rail  roads  and  all  other  purposes. 

Sugar.  This  is  also  charged  with  a specific  duty 
equal  to  sixty  or  seventy  per  cent,  on  the  estimated 
cost  of  production  abroad.  The  aggregate  quantity 
imported  in  the  first  seven  years  of  the  statement,  was 
536,363,592  pounds,  and  in  the  last,  664,371,508 
pounds;  being  an  increase  of  about  24  per  cent,  in 
seven  years.  The  highest  importation  in  the  first  term 
was  94,378,814,  and  in  the  last,  126,039,2S9pounds. 
The  importation  of  molasses  has  also  increased  near 
20  percent,  in  seven  years.  The  greatest  quantity 
imported  in  the  first  seven  years  was  13,843,045, 
and  in  the  last,  18,971,603  gallons.  The  culture  of 
sugar  is  very  uncertain  in  our  climate.  If  the  esti- 
mate made  by  the  convention  in  New  York  be  cor- 
rect, there  has  been  no  increase  in  this  branch  since 
1831 . They  estimated  the  crop  at  40,000  hogsheads 
in  1823,  and  at  100,000  in  1831.  The  crop  of  the 
present  year  has  been  estimated  at  90,000,  but,  in 
consequence  of  an  early  frost,  it  is  said,  will  not  pro- 
duce over  75,000  hogsheads.  Since  the  acquisi- 
tion of  Louisiana,  the  consumers  have  paid  about 
$76,000,000,  for  the  protecting  duty  on  sugar  and 
molasses,  besides  about  $30,000,000  probably  in  the 
increased  price  of  our  domestic  sugar.  The  quan- 
tity imported  in  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June 
last  was  174,607,506  pounds. 

Salt.  The  duty  on  salt  was  first  laid  by  the  ta- 
riff'of  1789,  was  afterwards  increased,  but  subse- 
quently repealed  by  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1807, 
when  we  had  an  overflowing  treasury.  It  was  re- 
newed during  the  war,  as  a war  duty.  The  aggre- 
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gate  quantity  imported  in  the  first  seven  years  of 
the  fifteen  was  32,019,575,  and  in  the  last,  3S, 779, 371 
bushels;  being  an  increase  of  about  twenty-one  per 
cent,  in  seven  years.  Salt  has  been  protected  from 
1789  to  the  present  time:  for  although  the  duty  was 
repealed  from  1808  to  1814,  our  embargo,  other  re- 
strictions, and  war,  were  much  more  elficient  than 
the  duty.  After  near  half  a century  we  import 
about  as  much  as  is  manufactured  in  the  United 
States,  even  including  those  establishments  in  the 
interior  with  which  foreign  salt  cannot  interfere. 

Coal.  The  duty  on  coal  commenced  with  the  ta- 
riff of  1789,  at  two  cents  a bushel.  The  statement 
referred  to  exhibits  the  importation  of  coal  for  fifteen 
years.  The  aggregate  quantity  imported  in  the  first 
seven  years  was  6,038,027,  and  in  the  last  12,251,642 
bushels;  being  an  increase  of  more  than  one  hundred 
per  cent,  in  seven  years.  It  is  not  practicable  to 
obtain  a statement  of  the  produce  of  all  the  mines  in 
the  United  States;  but  it  will  be  sufficient  to  show 
the  immense  increase  in  the  consumption  of  coal,  by 
referring  to  the  progress  of  three  mines  of  anthra- 
cite coal,  (see  statement  C).  The  annual  produce, 
in  1820,  was  365,  and  in  1836,  682,429  tons.  The 
increase  of  all  the  mines  in  the  same  neighborhood, 
for  the  present  year,  is  estimated  at  250,000  tons. 
While  our  importations  of  foreign  coal  have  in- 
creased in  seven  years,  ending  in  September,  1835, 
over  the  seven  years  ending  in  1827,  more  than  one 
hundred  per  cent,  a new  branch  of  the  coal  trade  has 
grown  up  from  nothing  to  682,429  tons.  The  whole 
amount  of  coal  imported  in  1821  was  but  17,000 
tons;  and  in  1836  it  was  about  60,000  tons,  and  has 
been  more.  The  increased  consumption  in  these 
branches  alone — but  a small  proportion  of  the  coal 
trade  of  the  United  States — since  1820,  is  from  about 

17,000  to  750,000  tons;  and,  as  a writer  in  defence 
of  the  coal  duty  informs  us,  we  are  in  the  present 
year  to  add  250,000,  making  a million  of  tons. — 
Without  this,  however,  the  consumption  in  these 
branches  has  increased  to  forty-four  times  the  quan- 
tity consumed  sixteen  years  ago.  It  is  very  evident 
that  our  coal  companies  have  a much  more  power- 
ful protection  than  any  which  the  duty  affords  them. 
Causes  far  more  effectual  and  controlling  than  all  our 
revenue  laws,  have  within  a few  years,  created  an 
extraordinary  demand  for  coal,  which  must  increase 
permanently.  The  destruction  of  our  forests,  the 
increase  of  our  population,  and  the  enlarged  appli- 
cation of  coal  to  manufacturing  and  other  purposes, 
must  enable  the  producers,  taking  a series  of  years 
together,  not  only  to  regulate  the  quantity,  but  the 
price  of  this  commodity.  With  such  evidence  of 
the  rapid  and  permanent  increase  of  the  consump- 
tion of  coal,  the  continuance  of  the  duty  as  a protec- 
tion cannot  be  justified.  The  whole  duty  in  1835 
was  but  about  $100,000;  and  although  that  imported 
now  is  more  than  three  time3  the  quantity  in  1821, 
the  whole  does  not  equal  twice  the  annual  consump- 
tion of  the  town  of  Wheeling,  in  Virginia.  The 
statement  below,  though  relating  to  other  countries, 
will  show  the  immense  product  of  coal,  and  its  vari- 
ous uses,  and  proves  how  utterly  insignificant  our 
importation  of  60,000  tons  is,  when  compared  with 
the  aggregate  consumption  of  the  United  States. — 
The  following  is  the  estimated  annual  produce  of 
the  coal  mines  in  England  and  Wales,  under  the  dif- 
ferent heads  of  consumption: 

By  the  population  - - 20,804,570  tons. 

Iron  furnaces  - - 3,000,000 

Manufactories  - - 4,550,000 

Steamboats  ...  3,000,000 

Exported  - * - 615,925 


Total,  - - - 31,970,495 

IVhcat.  A duty  of  25  cents  a bushel  was  imposed 
on  wheat,  in  1824.  Notice  is  taken  of  this  item  in 
this  report,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  proving  its 
insignificance  as  a protecting  duty.  It  is  an  insult 
to  the  agricultural  interest  to  attach  any  importance 
to  it  as  a measure  of  protection.  Statement  D shows 
that  the  whole  quantity  of  wheat  imported  into  all 
our  Atlantic  ports,  from  the  time  the  duty  was  laid, 
in  1824,  to  the  30th  of  September,  1835,  embrac- 
ing a term  of  eleven  years,  was  but  4,832  bushels 
—about  440  bushels  a year.  Notwithstanding  the 
extraordinary  state  of  trade,  and  the  display  made 
about  Black  Sea,  Baltic  and  German  wheat,  during 
1836,  the  whole  quantity  imported  in  the  year  end- 
ing the  30th  September  last,  at  all  the  ports  on  the 
seabord,  (except  the  third  quarter  of  the  year,  at 
Boston),  was  but  317,883  bushels,  paying  less  than 
$80,000  duty.  In  an  agricultural  country  like  this, 
remote  as  it  is  from  other  grain-growing  countries, 
our  farmers  have  nothing  to  apprehend  from  im- 
portations. There  are  but  two  causes  that  can  bring 
wheat  from  abroad:  a failure  of  crops,  when  impor- 
tations would  be  desired  by  all;  and  the  occasional 
recurrence  of  a redundant  currency. 

The  importations  of  wheat  in  1836  were  not  owing 
to  the  former  cause.  Although  our  crops  have  par- 


tially failed  in  some  of  the  states,  there  is  not  famine, 
and  the  deficiency  is  not  the  sole  cause  of  the  pre- 
sent high  price.  We  have  had  a redundant  currency, 
which  encouraged  speculation,  and  raised  the  prices 
of  commodities  generally  so  high,  as  to  produce 
importations  in  1836,  without  regard  to  the  actual 
wants  of  the  country.  A sudden  and  large  addition 
to  our  metallic  and  paper  currency  has  made  us  im- 
porters of  wheat;  and  had  it  been  practicable,  the 
same  cause  might  have  made  us  importers  of  the 
soil  which  produced  it. 

The  duty  on  wheat  is  of  no  consequence  in  our 
trade  with  Europe,  or  any  other  branch  of  our  com- 
merce abroad.  By  referring  to  the  table  D,  it  will 
be  seen  that  its  operation  is  almost  entirely  con- 
fined to  our  Canadian  frontier.  But  even  there,  the 
importations  were  of  very  little  consequence  till 
1835;  then  the  duty  did  not  amount  to  sixty  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  the  imports  for  1836  were  not  half 
the  quantity.  The  duty  on  wheat  operates  very  in- 
juriously on  our  trade  with  Upper  Canada.  When 
it  was  laid  in  1824,  we  were  the  millers  and  expor- 
ters of  the  Canadians.  By  imposing  a duty  of  twen- 
ty-five cents,  and  refusing  the  drawback  on  expor- 
tation on  that  frontier,  we  have  destroyed  this  branch 
of  trade,  as  far  as  the  law  could  be  executed.  That, 
however,  could  not  be  effected  on  the  St.  Lawrence 
and  the  Niagara.  The  most  serious  objection  to  (his 
duty  is,  that  it  enables  the  British  government  to 
carry  out  a policy  which  it  wisely  adopted  some 
years  ago.  The  produce  of  the  United  States  is  not 
only  admitted  into  Canada  free  of  duty,  but  enjoys 
all  the  advantages  of  Canadian  produce  in  the  con- 
sumption of  Great  Britain.  She  thus  secures  the 
carrying  of  our  produce,  while  we,  by  our  own  laws, 
deny  ourselves  the  profit  of  exporting  the  produce 
of  Upper  Canada,  and  of  furnishing  that  country 
with  supplies.  We  force  trade  through  the  St. 
Lawrence,  instead  of  encouraging  it  through  our 
canals,  rivers  and  lakes;  into  which  channels  it 
would  have  long  since  flowed,  but  for  our  own  laws. 
Such  is  the  whole  operation  of  our  duty  on  wheat: 
it  affords  no  protection  whatever  to  agriculture, 
while,  with  the  aid  of  other  laws  equally  unwise, 
it  almost  destroys  our  commerce  with  Upper  Cana- 
da, and  increases  the  navigation  of  Great  Britain. 

Such  is  the  present  condition  and  the  operation 
of  protecting  duties  on  some  of  the  most  prominent 
branches  of  our  industry.  The  enlargement  and 
prosperity  of  our  manufactures,  and  the  existence 
of  these  duties  for  near  half  a century,  no  longer 
warrant  a continuance  of  these  heavy  charges  upon 
the  consumption  of  the  country,  under  the  pretend- 
ed necessity  of  sustaining  against  foreign  competi- 
tion, capitalists  and  corporations,  the  annual  pro- 
duce of  whose  mines,  factories  and  plantations  is 
estimated  at  three  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  The 
agricultural  and  commercial  interests  might  with 
more  justice  claim  the  protection  of  government; 
and,  as  an  indemnity  for  the  sacrifices  of  half  a cen- 
tury, ask  for  a tax  upon  that  capital,  nineteen- 
twentieths  of  which  has  been  drawn  from  their  la- 
bor. With  a surplus  of  fifty  millions  in  money 
and  stock,  and  an  income  from  customs  and  public 
lands  beyond  the  wants  of  government,  they  have 
at  least  a right  to  demand  that  the  whole  burden  of 
supporting  government,  and  sustaining  our  capital- 
ists and  corporations,  should  not  be  thrown  upon 
them.  If  our  protected  industry,  great,  growing, 
and  profitable  as  it  is,  cannot  now  protect  itself,  it 
never  will;  and  it  is  time  for  every  consumer  to  de- 
termine whether  he  will  submit  to  perpetual  taxation 
for  any  such  purpose.  The  statements  appended  to 
this  report  prove  conclusively  that,  notwithstanding 
the  extraordinary  increase  of  our  own  manufactures, 
our  supplies  from  abroad,  through  natural  and  un 
controllable  causes,  are  constantly  increasing.  We 
cannot  apologise  for  the  continuance  of  these  taxes, 
by  holding  out  any  prospect  of  relief,  now  or  here- 
after. It  is  time,  therefore,  that  the  system,  as 
such,  should  be  gradually  reformed;  that  all  branch- 
es of  our  industry  should  be  placed  on  the  same 
footing;  and  that  our  taxes  should  give  no  advantage 
to  one  man  over  another.  No  state  nor  section  of 
this  confederacy  should  hereafter  be  made  perma- 
nently tributary  to  another  by  the  operation  of  our 
revenue  laws. 

Unequal  and  unjust  as  our  taxes  are,  it  is  not 
proposed  to  remove  them  in  a mode  which  might 
shock  any  branch  of  industry.  The  immense  in- 
crease of  the  consumption  of  coal,  and  the  compara- 
tively insignificant  quantity  imported  from  abroad, 
clearly  show  that  the  prosperity  of  this  branch  is 
wholly  independent  of  the  duty.  It  is  required 
neither  for  protection  nor  revenue,  and  the  commit- 
tee recommend  its  repeal.  They  also  propose  to  re- 
peal the  duty  remaining  on  salt;  one-half  was  re- 
pealed by  the  act  of  July  14, 1832,  without  destroy- 
ing our  salt  works,  as  was  predicted;  and  the  re- 


not  to  be  continued  with  an  overflowing  treasury,- 
The  committee  further  recommend  a general  reduc- 
tion of  our  imposts,  to  the  extent  of  seven  millions. 
For  the  reasons  stated  in  this  report,  they  have  not 
endeavored  to  select  articles  which  would  not  affect 
our  industry:  the  duties  upon  all  these,  of  any  im- 
portance whatever,  have  already  been  repealed. — 
Nor  were  they  disposed  to  repeal  the  duties  upon 
articles  paying  a less  duty  than  twenty  per  cen*. 
while  other  branches  of  industry,  with  no  higher 
claims,  were  protected  by  duties  of  30,  50,  and  up- 
wards of  100  per  cent.  So  long  as  the  principle  of 
protection  is  continued,  justice  requires  that  they 
should  at  least  be  equalized.  That  is  the  basis  of 
the  adjustment  in  the  act  of  the  2d  March,  1833. — 
By  that  act,  all  duties  over  20  per  cent,  were  to  be 
gradually  abolished.  The  committee  propose  the 
same  measure,  but  recommend  a different  process 
of  reduction.  By  the  tariff'  of  1833,  the  excess  of 
duties  over  20  per  cent,  were  to  be  reduced  one- 
tenth  on  the  31st  of  December,  1S33;  one-tenth  the 
31st  of  December,  1835;  one-tenth  the  31st  of  De- 
cember, 1837;  and  one-tenth  the  31st  of  December,. 
1839:  the  remainder  of  the  excess  was  to  be  taken 
off,  one-half  on  the  31st  of  December,  1841,  and  the 
other  on  the  30th  of  June,  1842.  Of  these,  the  two 
first  reductions  have  already  been  made.  In  esti- 
mating the  excess  for  future  3-ears,  1S34  is  consi- 
dered a better  criterion  than  1835  or  1836,  when,  the 
importations  were  unusually  large.  The  excess  of 
duty  on  the  gross  revenue  accruing  in  the  year  end- 
ing 30th  September,  1S34,  (see  statement  E),  was 
$9,400,000;  from  this  is  to  be  deducted  the  draw- 
back on  the  quantity  exported,  which  would  pro- 
bably leave  the  excess  of  duty  over  20  per  cent,  on 
the  quantity  remaining  for  consumption  at  seven 
millions.  Assuming  that  as  the  net  excess,  and 
that  the  same  amount  of  importations  should  conti- 
nue till  1842,  the  following  would  be  the  prospec- 
tive operation  of  the  act  of  the  2d  March,  1S33: 


Excess 

Deduct  one-tenth  31st  Dec.  1S37 


Deduct  one-tenth  31st  Dec.  1839 


Deduct  one-half  31st  Dec.  1S41 


$7,000,000 

700.000 

C.300,000 

630.000 

5.670.000 

2.535.000 


2,835,000 

Deduct  one-half  30th  June,  1842  2.835,000 

Thus  the  act  proposes  to  reduce  the  excess 

1,330,000  dollars  in  five  years,  and  5,670,000  dol- 
lars in  six  months.  If  the  state  of  our  finances  did 
not  oblige  us  to  anticipate  this  reduction  of  our  re- 
venue, motives  of  policy  should  induce  us  to 
change  this  extraordinary  and  unequal  process  of 
reduction.  With  a foreign  trade  constantly,  and 
permanently  increasing,  our  manufactures  will  be 
as  much  affected  in  1842  as  they  will  be  in  1838. — 
If  they  can,  as  is  proposed,  stand  a reduction  of 
near  six  millions  of  this  excess  in  six  months,  they 
will  certainly  be  little  affected  by  taking  off  the 
third  of  seven  millions  every  six  for  eighteen 
months.  The  committee,  therefore,  propose  that 
one-third  of  the  excess  should  be  reduced  on  the 
0th  September  next,  one-half  of  the  remainder 
on  the  31st  of  March,  1S38;  and  the  other  half  on 
the  30th  September,  1838.  Assuming  an  excess  of 
seven  millions,  the  reduction  would  be,  viz- 

$7,000,000 

One-third,  September  30,  1S37,  2,333,333 

4,666,667 

One-half,  March  31,  1S38  2,333,333 

One-half,  September  30,  1838  2,333,333 

Such  a reduction  would  increase  and  diminish 
with  the  rise  and  fall  of  importations,  and  could  not 
materially  affect  these  branches  of  industry,  pro- 
ducing annually,  as  is  estimated,  three  hundred  mil- 
lions, and  distributed,  as  this  reduction  would  be, 
among  them  all.  Besides,  even  alter  these  high 
duties  are  reduced  to  twenty  per  cent,  they  will 
still,  with  the  charges  of  importation,  cash  duties, 
and  short  credits,  enjoy  a protection  of  forty  to  fif- 
ty per  cent,  and,  on  heavy  and  cheap  merchandise, 
much  more.  As  to  the  proprietors  of  our  salt 
works,  iron  works  and  coal  mines  beyond  the  moun- 
tains, our  imposts  do  not  affect  them,  as  they  enjoy 
a natural  monopoly,  and  regulate  both  the  price  and 
the  quantity  of  their  productions. 

It  is  the  vice  of  our  plan  of  levying  taxes  for  the 
support  of  government,  that  we  can  make  no  change 
in  our  revenue  law's  without  affecting  some  interest. 
In  the  progress  of  our  legislation,  and  of  our  inter- 
course with  foreign  nations  for  the  last  half  centu- 
ry, with  our  tariffs,  embargoes,  non-intercourse  and 
war,  the  burden  and  sacrifices  have  fallen  on  the 


mainder  may  be  taken  off,  with  little  injury  to  them  non-protected,  the  profits  on  the  protected,  branches 
and  great  benefit  to  the  country.  Such  a tax  ought  I of  our  industry.  A period  has  arrived,  W'hen  a 
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measure  of  an  opposite  character  is  demanded  by 
the  highest  considerations.  It  is  the  duty  ot  all 
interests  to  yield  to  the  paramount  necessity  of  re- 
ducing the  revenue  of  the  United  States  to  the 
wants  of  the  government;  and  the  committee  re- 
port a bill  for  that  purpose. 

A. 

Statement  of  the  revenue  annually  collected  from  the 
consumers  of  the  United  States  by  duties  on  foreign 
merchandise. 


March  4, 

In  1813 

$13,224,623 

25 

1739,  to 

j 

1811 

5,998,772 

08 

Dec.  31, 

1815 

7,282,942 

22 

1791 

$4,399,473 

09 

1816 

36,306,874 

88 

In  1792 

3,443,070 

85 

1817 

26,283,348 

49 

1793 

4,255,306 

56 

1818 

17,176,385 

00 

1794 

4,801,065 

28 

1819 

20, 283, 60S 

76 

1795 

5,588,461 

26 

1820 

15,005,612 

15 

1796 

6,567,937 

94 

1821 

13,004,447 

15 

1797 

7,549,649 

65 

1822 

17,589,761 

94 

1798 

7,106,061 

93 

1823 

19,088,433 

44 

1799 

6,610,449 

31 

1824 

17,878,325 

71 

1800 

9,080,932 

73 

1825 

20,098,713 

45 

1801 

10,750,778 

93 

1826 

23,341,331 

77 

1802 

12,433,235 

74 

1827 

19,712,283 

29 

1303 

10,479,417 

61 

182S 

23,205,523 

64 

1804 

11,098,565 

33 

1829 

22, 6S  1,965 

91 

1805 

12,936,4S7 

04 

1830 

21,922,391 

39 

1806 

14,667,698 

17 

1S31 

24,224,441 

77 

1807 

15,845,521 

61 

1832 

28,465,237 

24 

1803 

16,363,550 

58 

1833 

29,032,508 

91 

1809 

7,296,020 

58 

1834 

16,214,957 

15 

1810 

8,533,309 

31 

1835 

19,391,310 

59 

1811 

13,313,222 

73 

1836 

23,000,000 

00 

1812 

8,958,777 

53 

*682,547,842 

84 

[The  other  tables  appended  to  the  report  are  so 
large  that  they  cannot  conveniently  be  published. 

[Eds.  Globe. 


THE  RESTRAINING  LAW  OF  NEW  YORK. 
To  the  editor  of  the  Argus: 

Sip.:  Having  permission  of  the  author  of  the  en- 
closed letter  to  make  such  use  of  it  as  I shall  deem 
proper,  I send  it  to  you  for  insertion  in  your  paper. 

It  contains  the  views  of  an  eminent  and  able 
financier  in  relation  to  the  repeal,  in  part,  of  the  re- 
straining law.  These  views  are  entitled  to  great 
consideration.  They  are  the  result  of  many  years’ 
observation  and  experience,  and  will  doubtless  be 
very  satisfactory,  not  only  to  the  members  of  the 
present  legislature,  but  to  the  reading  community 
generally.  Yours,  &,c.  LEON’D  MAISON. 

January  4th,  1S37. 

New  York,  20th  Dec.  1836. 

Sir:  I had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
10th  September  last,  respecting  the  restraining  act 
of  the  state,  and  the  conditions  on  which  it  might 
be  repealed.  You  allowed  so  much  time  for  the 
answer,  that  I postponed  the  consideration  of  the 
subject.  Subsequently,  an  indisposition  which 
confined  me  five  weeks,  put  it  out  of  my  power  to 
attend  to  it,  and  now  I have  neither  the  time  nor 
the  strength  necessary  for  a thorough  investigation. 

I pray  you  to  excuse  the  delay;  but  the  subject  is 
familiar  to  me;  and  I feel  some  confidence  in  the 
correctness  of  the  general  principles,  on  which  are 
founded  the  views  which  I will  submit  to  your  con- 
sideration. 

Permit  me,  in  the  first  place,  to  refer  to  the  opi- 
nion which  I expressed  six  years  ago,  and  before  I 
was  connected  with  any  bank.  In  the  “Considera- 
tions on  Currency,  and  the  Banking  System  of  the 
United  States,”  published  1st  January,  1831,  I 
said,  “The  prohibition  (by  private  persons,  &c.) 
to  issue  any  species  of  paper,  that  can  be  put  into 
circulation  as  money,  is  perfectly  proper,  and  in- 
deed necessary;  but  that  of  receiving  deposites,  or 
discounting  notes  or  bills,  must  have  had  some 
special  and  temporary  object  in  view,  and  does 
certainly  require  revision.  Why  individuals  should 
not  be  permitted  to  deposite  their  money  with 
whom  they  please,  is  not  understood.  The  advan- 
tages, if  not  the  necessity  of  this  accommodation, 
(discounting  notes  by  private  bankers),  are  such, 
that  it  is  understood  that  the  law  in  question  is,  in 
that  respect,  daily  disregarded.  The  prohibition 
has  no  other  effect  than  that  of  enhancing  the  pre- 
mium on  the  discount.”  (Note  C,  page  95.) 

The  practical  knowledge,  since  acquired,  by  my 
connection  with  a bank,  of  the  business  of  this  city, 
has  strengthened  the  conviction,  that  severe  and  ef- 
ficient restrictions  are  necessary  in  order  to  prevent 
inordinate  or  insecure  issues  of  paper  currency; 

*To  which  may  be  added  the  expenses  of  collec- 
tion for  48  years. 


and  that  every  other  ordinary  banking  transaction 
should,  like  other  species  of  trade  or  commerce,  be 
permitted  to  every  person  or  association  of  persons, 
(other  than  bodies  corporate  not  expressly  authoris- 
ed), unrestrained  from  any  provision  other  than  the 
general  laws  of  the  country. 

We  have,  from  the  general  practice  in  the  United 
States,  contracted  the  habit  of  considering  the  issu- 
ing of  a paper  currency  as  an  essential  attribute  ol 
banking.  The  opinion  is  erroneous.  Banks  and 
bankers  have  been  in  existence  long  before  any  pa- 
per currency  was  issued  by  any  private  individuals 
or  association.  Till  very  lately,  there  were,  on  the 
whole  continent  of  Europe,  but  two  or  three  incor- 
porated banks  which  issued  bank  notes.  There  no 
private  banker  or  association  of  persons  (other  than 
those  few  banks),  had  ever  issued  any  species  of 
paper  currency.  The  right  of  issuing  either  a me- 
tallic or  a paper  currency,  has  always  been  consi- 
dered on  the  continent  of  Europe  as  an  attribute  of 
sovereignty;  and  it  has  but  very  rarely  been  delegat- 
ed, even  to  corporate  bodies.  Even  in  the  British 
dominions,  bank  notes  have  never  been  issued  by 
the  London  bankers,  neither  by  those  thus  techni- 
cally called,  nor  by  those  houses  of  general  business 
which  cairy  on  banking  transactions  on  the  largest 
scale.  The  business  of  exchange  and  banking  has, 
for  centuries,  been  carried  on  throughout  the  whole 
European  continent  and  in  the  most  important  seat 
of  commerce  of  Great  Britain,  by  capitalists  who 
issued  no  paper  currency. 

There  will  ever  be,  in  every  country  which  adopts 
or  tolerates  paper  money,  an  intrinsic  difficulty  in 
determining  by  whom  it  should  be  issued,  and  un- 
der what  limitations  and  regulations.  It  is  a sub- 
ject for  direct  consideration;  and  I will,  for  the  pre- 
sent, confine  myself  to  that  to  which  alone  you 
seem  to  have  called  my  attention,  viz:  the  repeal  of 
those  provisions  of  the  restraining  act  which  forbid 
individuals  or  associations  to  keep  offices  of  discount 
and  deposite. 

The  proper bankingbusiness  consists,  not  in  mak- 
ing currency,  but  in  dealing  in  existing  currency 
and  in  credit;  or,  as  both  are  generally  expressed, 
bankers  are  money  dealers.  They  borrow  and  lend 
money,  discount  notes,  buy  and  sell  bills  of  ex- 
change. They  are,  in  all  those  respects,  useful,  and 
often  necessary  intermediaries  in  every  commercial 
country.  Their  capital,  that  which  they  bring  into 
action,  and  their  credit,  have  a tendency  to  reduce 
the  rate  of  interest.  They  lessen  the  amount  of  cur- 
rency wanted  for  commercial  transactions,  by  in- 
creasing the  rapidity  of  its  circulation,  by  that  con- 
centration of  payments,  and  by  those  exchange  ope- 
rations which,  both  on  the  spot  and  between  different 
places,  substitute  a transfer,  or  exchange  debts  and 
credits,  for  actual  payments  and  transportation  of 
either  specie  or  paper  currency  proper.  Unlimited 
competition  is  as  useful  and  desirable  in  that,  as  in 
any  other  branch  of  commerce.  No  satisfactory 
reason  has  ever  been  assigned,  why  dealing  in  mo- 
ney (setting  aside  the  issuing  of  bank  notes),  should 
be  confined  to  certain  chartered  companies,  to  the 
exclusion  of  every  other  person  or  persons.  There 
is  not,  to  my  knowledge,  any  such  legal  prohibition, 
either  in  any  other  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any 
foreign  country.  The  usury  laws,  the  propriety  ol 
whicn  is  admitted  to  be  doubtful,  hut  which  never- 
theless prevail  every  where,  apply  to  every  money 
transaction,  and  not  exclusively  to  bankers  or  mo- 
ney dealers.  This  is  not  one  of  those  insulated  in- 
stances, from  which  it  may  be  unsafe  to  draw  ge- 
neral inferences.  Private  banking  has  no  where 
been  prohibited  but  in  New  York;  and  the  absence 
of  such  prohibition  has  no  where  been  attended 
with  any  sensible  inconvenience. 

It  seems,  however,  to  be  apprehended,  that  an  un- 
limited repeal,  even  of  that  portion  only  of  the  re- 
straining act  which  prohibits  offices  of  discount  and 
deposite,  may  be  attended  with  danger.  It  is  sug- 
gested that  depositors  should  be  specially  protected; 
and  it  is  feared  that  powerful  voluntary  associations 
might  obtain  a dangerous  control  over  the  money 
market. 

Whenever  the  power  of  issuing  a paper  currency 
is  vested  in  a banking  company,  and  restrictions  are 
laid  in  order  to  guard  against  inordinate,  or  insecure 
issues,  it  becomes  necessary  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  amount  of  deposites,  as  well  as  that  of  bank 
notes.  As  the  liability  of  the  bank  is  the  same  with 
respect  to  both,  the  security  of  the  holders  of  notes, 
is  as  much  affected  bv  the  magnitude  of  the  debt 
due  to  depositors,  as  by  an  excessive  issue  of  paper 
money.  But  although  it  may  be  necessary  to  pro- 
tect the  country  at  large,  the  noteholders,  and  es- 
pecially the  more  ignorant  part  of  the  communi- 
ty, against  an  excessive,  depreciated  or  unsafe  cur- 
rency proper,  the  same  reason  does  not  apply  to 
depositors.  Whether  the  deposites  (so  called)  arise 
from  an  actual  deposite  of  currency,  from  a trans- 
fer of  credit,  or  from  a discounted  note  or  bill,  the 


depositors,  that  is  to  say,  those  who  keep  an  account 
with  a bank,  require  no  special  provision  in  their 
favor.  Their  transactions,  in  that  respect,  are  al- 
together voluntary;  they  almost  universally  belong 
to  a class  quite  competent  to  judge  where  to  place 
their  confidence:  the  repeal  of  the  law  will  increase 
the  facility  of  making  a proper  selection.  Enjoying 
the  benefit  of  the  general  laws  for  the  recovery  of 
debts,  those  who  may  choose  to  deposite  their  mo- 
ney with  private  banks,  or  with  any  association  of 
persons  whatever,  require  no  greater  protection  in 
that  respect,  than  in  reference  to  any  other  commer- 
cial transaction.  The  legislature  has  probably  done 
all  that  wa3  necessary  and  proper  on  that  subject, 
in  providing  by  the  establishment  of  saving  banks, 
a safe  place  of  deposite,  as  is  supposed  for  the  earn- 
ings of  the  poorer  classes. 

Provisions,  whether  requiring  the  actual  payment 
of  a certain  capital,  limiting  its  amount,  or  regulat- 
ing its  application,  never  have,  and  cannot,  I think, 
be  extended  to  individuals  generally,  or  if  enacted, 
be  properly  enforced.  Great  capitalists  will  ever 
have  an  influence  on  the  money  market.  No  other 
remedy  can  be  found  than  in  the  freest  competition. 
But  it  may  be  required  that  the  laws  should  not  en- 
courage any  artificial,  dangerous  concentration  of 
capital  in  the  same  hands.  A concentration  of  small 
capitals  for  the  purpose  of  banking,  (when  not  car- 
ried to  excess)  is  useful,  if  not  necessary,  in  a coun- 
try where  there  is  a great  disproportion  between  the 
demand  for  capital  and  the  supply.  The  capitalists 
were,  and  still  are,  probably  too  few  in  number,  not 
to  render  it  desirable  that  associations  should  com- 
pete with  them.  I do  not  apprehend,  if  the  re- 
straining law  should  be  repealed  to  the  extent  above 
stated  and  no  alteration  is  made  in  the  existing  law, 
that  any  voluntary  association  will  be  formed^  with 
such  capital  as  would  render  it  formidable  or  dange- 
rous. It  does  not  seem,  however,  that  a limitation, 
in  that  respect,  could  be  attended  with  any  inconve- 
nience. But,  if  necessary  for  that  purpose,  the 
same  reason  would  operate  with  equal,  if  not  great- 
er force  against  the  creation  of  any  chartered  bank, 
with  a capital  exceeding  that  generally  allowed. — 
An  inference  drawn  from  the  late  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  would  be  irrelevant.  If  the  present  de- 
rangement in  our  domestic  exchanges,  and  the  in- 
creased rate  of  premium  can,  in  any  degree,  be 
justly  ascribed  to  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of 
that  institution,  some  other  reason  must  be  assign- 
ed besides  its  large  capital,  since  this,  under  ano- 
ther sanction,  remains  unimpaired  and  actively  em- 
ployed. 

The  prohibition  ought  to  continue  in  force  with 
respect  to  bodies  corporate,  such  only  excepted  as 
are  or  may  be  expressly  authorised  by  law.  Incor- 
porated associations  are  vested  with  certain  special 
powers  or  privileges  for  certain  special  purposes, 
and  should  always  be  restricted,  in  the  exercise  of 
those  powers,  to  the  special  purposes  for  which 
they  were  respectively  granted.  It  would  be  pre- 
posterous to  authorise,  by  a general  law,  insurance, 
rail  road,  and  manufacturing  companies  or  munici- 
pal corporations,  to  become  bankers  or  to  transact 
any  other  business  than  that  for  which  they  were  in- 
corporated. Indeed  the  only  reason  why  they 
should  be  excepted  in  repealing  the  restraining  act, 
is  because  the  prohibition  is,  by  that  act,  expressly 
extended  to  corporations;  a provision  which  was  un- 
necessary, if,  as  I think  they  were,  by  their  char- 
ters, confined  to  the  business  for  which  they  were 
incorporated. 

Some  alterations  in  the  existing  laws  may  per- 
haps be  proposed,  in  regard  to  voluntary  associa- 
tions, other  than  bodies  corporate.  May  they  for 
instance,  be  vested,  as  the  new  English  joint  stock 
banking  companies,  with  the  power  of  having  a 
common  seal,  and  of  suing  and  being  sued  in  their 
joint  capacity,  and  not  as  distinct  individuals?  Shall 
any  special  provision  be  made  for  the  shares  into 
which  the  capital  of  such  associations  may  be 
divided,  and  respecting  the  responsibility  of  the 
stockholders?  Shall  any  alteration  be  made  in  the 
law  of  limited  co-partnerships,  which  may  better 
adapt  it  to  joint  stock  companies,  consisting  of  a 
great  number  of  stockholders  or  partners? 

To  the  first  query  I would  not  hesitate  to  answer 
in  the  negative.  The  essential  and  distinctive  cha- 
racter of  a corporation,  is  that  of  being  enabled  to 
contract,  to  sue  and  to  be  sued,  and  generally  to 
do  in  its  joint  or  corporate  capacity  and  name,  all 
other  acts,  (for  the  purposes  specified  in  the  incor- 
porating law),  as  natural  persons  may  perlorm. 
All  other  powers  of  a corporation  are  either  neces- 
sarily derived  from  that  primary  character,  or  inci- 
dental and  not  essential.  The  right  of  perpetual 
succession,  or  of  not  being  aflected  by  the  death  cf 
any  of  the  members  of  the  association  during  its 
existence,  and  that  of  expressing  its  will,  by  a com- 
mon seal,  its  bye-laws,  or  in  any  other  way  pro- 
vided for  by  the  law,  are  inherent  to,  and  neces- 
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sarily  flow  from  the  conversion  of  an  association  of 
persons  into  an  artificial  body,  acting  as  a natural 
person  might  do.  The  right  of  purchasing  land, 
the  exemption  of  personal  responsibility,  and  other 
incidents,  are  not  essential  characters  of  a cor- 
poration. They  may  be,  and  by  our  laws,  and 
those  of  other  countries,  have  been  omitted,  or 
modified,  according  to  circumstances. 

The  recent  act  of  Great  Britain  respecting  bank- 
ing joint  stock  companies,  is,  as  well  as  any  act  of 
an  analogous  nature,  which  might  be  passed  by  the 
state  of  New  York,  a general  act  of  incorporation, 
which  gives  the  essential  character  of  a body  cor- 
porate to  every  voluntary  association  formed  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  banking  business.  The 
modifications  and  conditions  annexed  to  such  a ge- 
neral act,  would  not  divert  it  from  its  primary  and 
essential  character.  A general  law  of  that  nature, 
multiplying  indefinitely  bodies  corporate,  in  fact, 
for  the  purpose  of  banking,  appears  to  me,  in  every 
respect,  liable  to  great  abuses,  and  highly  danger- 
ous. But  it  is  not  necessary  to  dwell  on  that  topic, 
since  such  a general  law  is  forbidden  by  the  consti- 
tution of  the  slate.  No  law,  creating  a moneyed 
corporation,  can  be  passed  without  the  assent  of 
two-thirds  of  the  members  of  both  branches  of  the 
legislature.  This  provision  of  the  constitution  has 
been  uniformly  construed  to  mean,  that  a majority 
of  two-thirds  was  necessary  for  the  creation  of  each 
distinct  moneyed  corporation.  It  clearly  follows, 
that  no  general  law,  giving  the  essential  character 
of  a corporate  body  to  every  voluntary  banking  as- 
sociation, or  joint  stock  company,  that  would  avail 
itself  of  the  provisions  of  that  general  law,  can  be 
passed  consistent  with  the  constitution. 

I think,  however,  that  all  the  questions,  without 
exception,  which  may  arise,  respecting  any  modi- 
fication whatever  in  the  existing  laws  of  the  land 
connected  with  the  subject  under  consideration,  and 
beyond  a simple  repeal  of  the  restraining  act  in  the 
manner  heretofore  stated,  may  be  satisfactorily  solv- 
ed by  recurring  to  a general  principle. 

It  is  asked  that  the  ordinary  and  proper  banking 
business,  (setting  aside,  for  the  present,  the  question 
respecting  the  issue  of  bank  notes,)  should  be  left 
as  free  and  open  to  every  person,  or  association  of 
persons,  as  any  other  branch  of  commerce  whatever; 
but  not  that  it  should  be  placed  on  a better,  or  dif- 
ferent footing.  There  is  no  reason  why  persons,  or 
associations  of  persons,  should  not  be  permitted  to 
apply  their  capital  and  credit  as  freely  to  the  dealing 
in  promissory  notes  and  bills  of  exchange,  as  to  the 
purchase  and  sale  of  merchandise,  ofland,  or  of  any 
commodity  whatever.  Nor  is  there  any  reason  why 
any  special  provision  should  be  made  in  favor  of 
that  particular  brand).  Let,  therefore,  every  per- 
son, or  association  of  persons,  disposed  to  carry  on 
that  business,  be  permitted  to  avail  themselves, 
without  restriction  of  the  general  laws  of  the  land. 
But  if  any  modification  of  the  existing  laws,  (be- 
yond the  simple  repeal  above  stated),  is  suggested, 
either  in  order  to  guard  against  any  danger  appre- 
hended from  the  repeal,  or  for  the  purpose  of  facili- 
tating banking,  let  the  propriety  of  such  modifica- 
tion be  tested  by  the  general  principle,  and  none  be 
adopted  in  reference  to  banking,  which  may  not 
properly  be  applied,  and  which  shall  not,  at  the  same 
time,  be  extended  to  every  branch  of  commerce,  and 
thus  become  part  of  the  general  law  of  the  land. 

Should  my  health  and  time  permit,  I will  try,  in 
a subsequent  letter,  to  state  the  reasons,  which  seem 
to  me  imperiously  to  forbid  the  repeal  of  the  pro- 
hibition to  issue  bank  notes;  and  will  also  submit  to 
you  some  modifications  in  the  formations  of  banks, 
and  further  restrictions  on.  their  operations  which 
appear  to  me  necessary,  both  in  order  to  remove 
some  of  the  well  founded  objections  against  those 
institutions,  and  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  the  pro- 
gress of  excessive  or  unsafe  issues  of  paper.  Be 
pleased  to  state  whether  any  part  of  what  I have  now 
written  requires  further  explanation.  You  are  at 
liberty  to  make  any  use  you  may  think  proper  of 
this  letter. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  serv’t,  ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

To  the  hon.  Leonard  Maison,  state  senator,  Albany. 


TWENTY-FOURTH  CONGRESS, 

SECOND  SESSION — SENATE. 

January  12.  In  our  brief  notice  of  this  day's  pro- 
ceedings of  the  senate,  inserted  in  our  last,  we  were 
compelled  to  omit  the  following — 

The  special  order,  beingthe  bill  to  limit  the  sales 
of  public  lands  to  actual  settlers,  was  called  up. 

Mr.  Calhoun  thought  this  a very  important  bill, 
and  he  had  not  the  slightest  expectation  that  it 
would  have  been  taken  up  to-day.  Pie  hoped  the 
bill  would  be  at  least  postponed  until  Monday. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  would,  so  far  as  his  vote 
would  go,  show  that  he  was  disposed  to  hear  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio;  (Mr.  Ewing),  hut  he  thought 


it  the  best  course  to  permit  the  chairman  of  the  operations  of  the  army  in  Florida,  under  the  corn- 


committee  on  public  lands  to  express  his  views  to 
day,  and  then  postpone  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  until  Monday. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  was  willing  to  pursue  the  course 
pointed  out  by  the  senator  from  Pennsylvania,  pro- 
vided it  was  understood  generally  that  after  the  se- 


mand  of  the  governor  of  that  territory,  made  by 
him  to  that  department,  since  the  report  of  the  se- 
cretary which  accompanied  the  president’s  mes- 
sage. 

[Mr.  Crittenden,  in  rising  to  offer  the  above  reso- 
lution, said  that,  before  doing  so,  he  would  read 


natorfrom  Mississippi,  (Mr.  Walker),  had  deliver-  from  that  part  of  the  president’s  message  which  re- 


ed his  sentiments,  the  subject  should  be  postponed 
until  Monday. 

Mr.  Benton  stated  that  he  would  not  consent  to 


lates  to  the  Indian  war  in  Florida,  the  following 
passage:  “The  result  of  the  first  movement  made 
by  the  forces  under  the  direction  of  governor  Call, 


the  postponement.  Fie  would  not  sanction  the  de-  in  October  last,  as  detailed  in  the  accompanying 
livery  of  one  speech  a day,  and  then  an  adjourn-'  - ’ '■ 

merit.  He  would  vote  against  all  adjournment. — 

The  friends  of  the  administration  had  a majority, 
and  if  they  did  not  carry  out  the  measures  before 
them,  the  public  would  be  at  liberty  to  draw  such 
inferences  as  they  may  think  fit. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  asked  for  time  for  every  im- 
portant measure  to  be  examined,  and  he  was  not 
disposed  to  adjourn  for  any  other  purpose  than  to 
give  time  for  the  examination. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  professed  to  be  one  of  the 
friends  of  the  administration,  and  he  knew  his  re- 
sponsibility, and  did  not  need  to  be  reminded  of  his 
duty  on  this  floor.  He  did  not  know  how  he  him- 
self should  vote  on  this  bill.  He  would  not  give  a 
party  vote  to  exclude  purchasers  of  public  lands 
who  were  buying  lands  for  their  children,  and  there- 
by sending  the  best  settlers  to  the  west.  He  would 
take  the  course  which  his  judgment  indicated  as  the 
best,  without  suffering  himself  to  be  directed  by  any 
other  guide. 


papers,  excited  much  surprise  and  disappointment. 
A full  explanation  has  been  required  of  the  causes 
which  led  to  the  failure  of  that  movement,  but  has 
not  yet  been  received.” 

Mr.  Crittenden  then  stated  that  he  had  been  in- 
formed that,  since  that,  the  explanation  required 
had  been  received  from  governor  Call.  He  hoped 
it  had  been  satisfactory  to  the  president,  and.would 
be  so  to  the  public.  The  object  of  his  resolution 
was  to  bring  it  before  the  public.  He  had  known 
governor  Call  long;  he  had  always  believed  him  to 
be  a true  man  and  a true  soldier,  and  trusted  he 
would  so  appear  when  his  explanation  and  justifi- 
cation was  made  known.  Mr.  C.  then  offered  a re- 
solution iequesting  the  president  to  communicate 
to  the  senate  any  report  or  letter  of  explanation  re- 
ceived from  governor  Call.] 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Preston 
was  taken  up  and  adopted. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  oflVilliam  East  was  consi- 
dered as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to 


Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  said  he  was  always  ready  j be  engrossed  for  a third  reading, 
to  give  any  reasonable  time  for  examination  of  every  ' The  senate  proceeded  to  the  further  considera- 
subject,  and  whether  he  was  in  a majority  or  mino- 1 tion  of  the  special  order,  the  expunging  resolution 
rity,  he  should  be  always  prepared  to  evince  the  [of Mr.  Benton. 

same  disposition  to  accommodate.  He  was  willing  I Mr.  Dana  concluded  his  remarks  on  this  subject, 
that  the  remarks  of  the  senator  from  Mississippi ! Mr.  Preston  spoke  on  the  subject  generally,  and 
should  be  heard,  and  that  the  subject  should  then  in  reply  to  Mr.  Dana.  Mr.  Rives  followed,  chiefly 
be  postponed  until  Monday  to  wait  for  the  return  of  | in  reply  to  Mr.  Preston,  and  in  vindication  of  the 
the  senator  from  Ohio,  whose  opinions  he  was  de-  I present  conduct  and  opinions  of  Virginia.  Mr. 
sirous  to  hear.  Preston  responded,  mostly  on  several  new  topics. 

After  some  further  consultation,  the  further  con-  introduced  by  Mr.  Rives.  Mr.  Rives  spoke  again 
sideration  of  the  subject  was  agreed  to  be  postponed  [ in  reply  to  "Mr.  Preston.  Mr.  Moore,  remarking 
until  to-morrow,  and  to  be  made  the  special  order  ! that  several  senators  were  now  absent  who  would 
for  to-morrow,  when  it  is  understood  that  Mr.  Wal-  doubtless  wish  to  record  their  vote  on  this  question. 


ker  will  submit  his  views,  and  that  then  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  will  be  postpond  until 
Monday. 

The  bill,  with  some  amendments  offered  by  Mr. 
Walker,  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  next  special  order,  being  the  expunging  re- 
solutions, was  taken  up,  when  Mr.  Benton  advocat- 
ed its  passage.  He  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  Critten- 
den. Mr.  Dana  remarked  briefly  on  the  subject, 
in  compliance  with  the  expectations  of  his  own 
state,  which  had  passed  resolutions  on  the  subject, 
but  gave  way — and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy  the 
senate  adjourned. 

January  13.  The  chair  presented  the  credentials 
of  Thomas  Clayton,  elected  a senator  from  Dela- 
ware, in  the  place  of  the  hon.  John  M.  Clayton,  re- 
signed. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, in  answer  to  a senate  resolution  of  the  12th 
inst.  in  relation  to  a breakwaterand  artificial  harbor 
in  Delaware  bay.  The  communication  stated  that 
the  subject  belonged  to  the  war  department. 

A number  of  petitions  were  presented  and  refer- 
red, and  several  bills  reported  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading — all  of  which,  of  general  interest,  will 
be  noticed  hereafter,  when 

The  following  resolutions,  which  by  rule  lie 
over  one  day,  were  offered: 

By  Mr.  Robbins.  Resolved,  That  the  committee 
on  the  library  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  procuring  suitable  books  for  the  blind. 

By  Mr.  Davis.  Resolved,  That  the  president  of 
the  United  States  be  requested  to  send  to  the  se- 
nate, if  not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest, 
any  communication  received  by,  or  correspondence 
had  between,  the  executive  of  the  United  States 
and  general  Santa  Ana,  or  any  other  person  claim- 
ing to  act  in  behalf  of  Mexico,  respecting  the  inde- 
pendence or  future  disposition  and  civil  condition 
of  Texas,  if  any  such  communications  have  -been 
made,  or  any  such  correspondence  has  been  had. 
Also,  such  communications,  if  any,  as  have  been 
made  from  any  other  foreign  government  or  go- 
vernments, touching  the  same  subject. 

By  Mr.  Tipton.  Resolved,  That  the  judiciary 
committee  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  granting  to  the  corporation  of  Michigan 
city  a strip  of  land  along  the  shore  of  Lake  Michi- 
gan, within  the  limits  of  the  corporation,  and  situat- 
ed between  the  surveys  of  the  lands  sold  by  the 
United  States  and  the  water  of  the  lake. 

By  Mr.  Crittenden.  Resolved,  That  the  secreta- 
ry of  war  be  directed  to  communicate  to  the  senate 
any  report  or  lettev  of  explanation  of  the  military 


moved  to  postpone  the  subject  till  Monday.  Ne- 
gatived, 14  voting  in  favor,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  Moore  then  addressed  the  senate,  chiefly  in 
| vindication  of  the  votes  which  he  had  given,  and 
the  one  which  he  was  about  to  give  on  this  ques- 
I tion.  Mr.  Niles  spoke  at  great  length. 

| Mr.  Moore,  seconding  a suppositious  invocation 
of  Mr.  Niles,  suggested  the  propriety  of  so  amend- 
! ing  the  resolution  as  to  order  lire  to  be  brought 
from  heaven  by  a sun  glass,  to  consume  the  obnox- 
i ious  portion  of  the  senate  journal,  as,  he  said,  had 
[been  once  done  by  a legislature  of  Georgia.  Mr. 

| Southard,  having  expressed  a wish  to  speak  on  this 
j subject  at  a proper  time,  and  when  the  minds  of  se- 
nators were  not  exhausted,  moved  that  the  senate 
do  now  adjourn.  Negatived,  by  yeas  20,  nays  21; 
the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered  on  the  call 
of  Mr.  Benton. 

Mr.  Southard  then  declined  speaking  at  so  late 
an  hour.  Mr.  Moore  moved  and  urged  an  adjourn- 
ment, that  proper  opportunity  might  be  given  for 
further  debate.  Negatived,  yeas  20,  nays  22.  Mr. 
Calhoun  addressed  the  senate  briefly  on  the  subject. 
Mr.  Clay  inquired  whether  the  question  involved 
both  the  preamble  and  the  resolution.  The  chair 
said  it  embraced  the  whole  subject-matter. 

Mr.  Clay  having  enumerated  some  of  the  topics 
on  which  he  had  designed  to  speak,  relating  to  this 
resolution,  gave  way  to  Mr.  Moore,  who  again 
moved  an  adjournment,  ayes  22,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 

January  14.  The  chair  presented  a communica- 
tion from  the  treasury  department,  with  an  accom- 
panying report,  relating  to  the  insolvent  debtors  of 
the  United  States. 

Also,  from  the  war  department,  with  a statement 
of  the  names  and  compensation  of  the  clerks  em- 
ployed in  that  department  for  1830.  Both  commu- 
nications were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

[Communications  similar  to  the  above  were  re- 
ceived yesterday  by  the  house.] 

Mr.  Tallrnadge  presented  a memorial  from  the 
board  of  trade  of  New  York  through  a commit- 
tee of  that  board,  praying  the  establishment  of 
a national  bank  at  the  city  of  New  York,  and  re- 
presenting the  establishment  of  such  a bank  by 
congress  as  the  only  remedy  for  the  present  and 
past  deranged  state  of  the  currency  and  exchanges 
of  the  country,  and  praying  congress  to  create  such 
an  institution  according  to  the  plan  laid  down  in 
the  president’s  message  of  1832.  [Mr.  T.  while 
he  testified  to  the  high  character  of  the  gentlemen 
composing  the  board  of  trade,  and  the  committee 
through  whom  ho  received  the  memorial,  said  he 
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wished  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  he  did  not 
concur  with  them  in  their  views  on  this  subject. — 
His  own  views  had  been  already  expressed  here 
and  elsewhere.] 

A number  of  petitions  were  presented,  and  seve- 
ral bills  reported,  read  a first  time  and  ordered  to  a 
second  readme;. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Davis, 
calling  on  the  president  of  the  United  States  for 
copies  of  any  correspondence  which  may  have  pass- 
ed between  him  and  gen.  Santa  Ana,  or  any  other 
of  the  authorities  of  Mexico,  in  relation  to  the  inde- 
pendence of  Texas,  being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  Grundy  suggested  the  propriety,  under  exist- 
ing circumstances,  of  letting  it  lie  for  a few  days, 
unless  the  honorable  mover  had  some  special  rea- 
son for  urging  its  immediate  adoption. 

Mr.  Davis  remarked,  that  as  gen.  Santa  Ana  was 
said  to  be  now  on  his  way  to  this  city,  with  some 
purpose  relating  to  the  independence  of  Texas,  it 
was  to  be  presumed  that  some  communications  on 
the  subject  had  passed  between  him  or  other  autho- 
rities of  Mexico  and  the  president.  It  was  desira- 
ble that  such  correspondence,  if  any  had  taken 
place,  should  be  seasonably  in  the  possession  of  the 
senate;  but  he  was  willing  to  let  the  resolution  lie 
till  Monday;  and  it  was  accordingly  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  other  senate  resolutions  on  the  table,  and 
heretofore  published,  were  severally  taken  up  and 
agreed  to. 

Several  bills  of  private  or  local  interest  having 
been  ordered  to  a third  reading — on  motion  of  Mr. 
King,  of  Alabama,  the  senate  preceded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  prohibiting  sales  of  the  public 
lands,  except  to  actual  settlers,  and  in  limited  quan- 
tities, as  amended  by  the  committee  on  public  lands. 

Mr.  Walker  spoke  at  large  on  the  subjects  relat- 
ing to  the  bill,  and  in  explanation  of  its  various  pro- 
visions. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  was  gratified  to  hear  from  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  public  lands  the  as- 
surance that  the  treasury  order  of  July,  1836,  would, 
in  some  way,  be  dispensed  with.  He  wished  to  ask 
the  chairman  when  the  committee  would  proba-  j 
bly  report  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Walker  could  not  certainly  tell;  but  proba- 
bly by  Tuesday  next.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris, 
the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  was  postponed  till 
Monday. 

The  expunging  resolution  of  Mr.  Benton  now 
coming  up  for  further  consideration,  and  Mr.  Clay  I 
having  the  floor,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kent,  the  senate 
adjourned — yeas  22,  nays  18. 

_ January  16.  The  chair  presented  a communica- 
tion from  the  treasury  department,  in  compliance  | 
with  a resolution  of  the  senate,  with  a statement  of  j 
the  amount  of  unexpended  appropriations  remaining 
in  the  treasury  on  tne  1st  of  January  instant.  Laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  committee  on  the  judicia- 
ry, reported  a bill  to  establish  a board  of  three  com- 
missioners, to  be  appointed  by  the  president  and 
senate,  to  hear  and  examine  claims  against  the  U. 
States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  the  resolution  offered  by 
him,  calling  on  the  president  of  the  United  States 
for  copies  of  such  correspondence  as  may  have  ta- 
ken place  between  the  executive  and  Santa  Ana,  or 
any  other  person,  in  relation  to  the  independence  of 
Texas,  was  taken  up,  and  adopted  without  debate. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Miller  was  read 
a third  time  and  passed; 

Also,  the  bill  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  eir- 
cuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  fifth  district 
of  North  Carolina; 

The  bill  to  authorise  the  East  Florida  rail  road 
company  to  construct  a rail  road  through  the  public 
lands: 

And  the  bill  to  authorise  the  Washington  county 
turnpike  company  of  Missouri  to  construct  a rail 
road  through  the  public  lands. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  farther  consideration 
of  the  expunging  resolution,  otfered  by  Mr.  Benton. 

Mr.  Clay  addressed  the  senate  at  length  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  expunging  resolution,  and  in  vindica- 
tion of  the  principles  involved  in  the  resolution  of 
the  senate  censuring  the  president.  Mr.  Buchanan 
followed,  in  vindication  of  the  expunging  resolu- 
tion, and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Clay.  He  insisted  that 
the  meaning  of  expunge,  as  used  in  the  resolution, 
w’as  not  literal,  but  metaphorical,  merely  implying 
that  the  passage  in  the  journal  operated  upon  would 
not  be  obliterated,  but  that  its  force  as  an  act  of  the 
senate  would  be  annihilated.  Mr.  Dana  made  a 
few  remarks,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Buchanan, 
who  spoke  at  some  length  in  favor  of  the  resolu- 
tion. Mr.  Bayard  next  took  the  floor,  and  deliver- 
ed a speech  in  opposition  to  it.  After  Mr.  B.  had 
concluded,  Mr.  Hendricks  arose  and  gave  his  rea- 
sons for  opposing  the  resolution. 


I [Mr.  Hendricks  voted  against  the  resolution  of 
, 1834  which  Mr.  Benton’s  resolution  proposes  to  ex- 
I punge — his  remarks  shall  be  inserted  at  length  in 
our  next.] 

Mr.  Strange  addressed  the  senate  at  considerable 
length  in  its  favor,  and  in  conclusion  moved  several 
verbal  amendments  in  the  preamble  of  the  resolu- 
tion, the  import  of  which  was  to  declare  that  the 
senate  resolution  of  1834,  censuiing  the  president, 
was  “not  warranted  by  the  constitution,  illegal,” 
&c.  instead  of  declaring  that  it  was  “unconstitu- 
! tionally  adopted.” 

Mr.  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  spoke  in  opposition  to  the 
resolution,  dwelling  especially  on  the  severe  and 
! unqualified  language  of  reprobation  which  had  been 
used  by  the  advocates  of  expunction,  and  friends  of 
the  president. 

Mr.  Calhoun  made  some  inquiries  as  to  the  de- 
sign of  the  amendments  of  Mr.  Strange,  who  was 
understood  to  reply  that  they  w'ere  designed  to  ren- 
der the  language  of  the  preamble  less  severe. 

Mr.  Benton  expressed  his  acquiescence  in  the 
proposed  amendments.  He  thought  it  a matter  of 
little  consequence  which  form  should  be  adopted. 

The  amendments  of  Mr.  Strange  were  then  agreed 
to. 

The  debate  having  closed,  and  the  question  being 
about  to  be  taken,  Mr.  Webster  rose,  and  addressed 
the  senate  as  follows: 

Mr.  President:  Upon  the  truth  and  justice  of 
the  original  resolution  of  the  senate,  and  upon  the 
authority  of  the  senate  to  pass  that  resolution,  I 
had  an  opportunity  to  express  my  opinions  at  a sub- 
sequent period,  when  the  president’s  protest  was 
before  us.  Those  opinions  remain  altogether  un- 
changed. 

And  now,  lud  the  constitution  secured  the  privi- 
lege of  entering  a protest  on  the  journal,  I should 
not  say  one  n-ord  on  this  occasion;  although,  if 
what  is  now  proposed  shall  be  accomplished,  I 
know. not  what  would  have  been  the  value  of  such 
a provision,  however  formally  or  carefully  it  might 
have  been  inserted  in  the  body  of  that  instrument. 

But,  as  there  is  no  such  constitutional  privilege, 
I can  only  effect  my  purpose  by  thus  addressing  the 
senate;  and  I rise,  therefore,  to  make  that  PRO- 
TEST in  t la i 3 manner,  in  the  face  of  the  senate, 
and  in  the  face  of  the  country,  which  I cannot  pre- 
sent in  any  other  form. 

I speak  in  my  own  behalf,  and  in  behalf  of  my 
colleague;  we  both  speak  as  senators  from  the  state 
of  Massachusetts,  and,  as  such,  we  solemnly  pro- 
test against  this  whole  proceeding. 

We  deny  that  senators  Irom  other  states  have  any 
power  or  authority  to  expunge  any  vote  or  votes 
which  we  have  given  here,  and  which  we  have  re- 
corded, agreeably  to  the  express  provision  of  the 
constitution. 

We  have  a high  personal  interest,  and  the  state 
whose  representatives  we  are,  has  also  a high  in- 
terest in  the  entire  preservation  of  every  part  and 
parcel  of  the  record  of  our  conduct,  as  members  of 
the  senate. 

This  record  the  constitution  solemnly  declares 
shall  be  kept;  but  the  resolution  before  the  senate 
declares  that  this  record  shall  be  expunged. 

Whether  subterfuge  and  evasion,  and,  as  it  ap- 
pears to  us,  the  degrading  mockery  of  drawing 
black  lines  upon  the  journal,  shall  or  shall  not  leave 
our  names  and  our  votes  legible,  when  this  viola- 
tion of  the  record  shall  have  been  completed,  still 
the  terms  “to  expunge”  and  the  terms  “to  keep,” 
when  applied  to  a record,  import  ideas  exactly  con- 
tradictory; as  much  so  as  the  terms  “to  preserve” 
and  the  terms  “to  destroy.” 

A record  which  is  expunged,  is  not  a record  which 
is  kept,  any  more  than  a record  which  is  destroyed, 
can  be  a record  which  is  preserved.  The  part  ex- 
punged is  no  longer  part  of  the  record;  it  has  no 
longer  a legal  existence.  It  cannot  be  certified  as 
a part  of  the  proceeding  of  the  senate  for  any  pur- 
pose of  proof  or  evidence. 

The  object  of  the  provision  in  the  constitution, 
as  we  think,  most  obviously  is,  that  the  proceedings 
of  the  senate  shall  be  preserved  in  writing,  not  for 
the  present  only,  not  until  published  only,  because 
a copy  of  the  printed  journal  is  not  regular  legal 
evidence;  but  preserved  indefinitely;  preserved,  as 
other  records  are  preserved,  till  destroyed  by  time 
or  accident. 

Every  one  must  see  that  matters  of  the  highest 
importance  depend  on  the  permanent  preservation 
of  the  journals  of  the  two  houses.  What  but  the 
journals  show'  that  bills  have  been  regularly  passed 
into  laws,  through  the  several  stages;  what  but  the 
journal  shows  who  are  members,  or  who  is  presi- 
dent, or  speaker,  or  secretary,  or  clerk  of  the  body? 
What  but  the  journal  contains  the  proof,  necessary 
for  the  justification  of  those  who  act  under  our  au- 
thority, and  who,  without  the  power  of  producing 


such  proof,  must  stand  as  trespassers?  What  but 
the  journals  show  who  is  appointed,  and  who  re- 
jected, by  us,  on  the  president’s  nomination;  or 
who  is  acquitted,  who  convicted,  in  trials  on  im- 
peachment? In  short,  is  there,  at  any  time,  any 
other  regular  and  legal  proof  of  any  act  done  by  the 
senate  than  the  journal  itself? 

The  idea,  therefore,  that  the  senate  is  bound  to 
preserve  its  journal  only  until  it  is  published,  and 
then  may  alter,  mutilate,  or  destroy  it  at  pleasure, 
appears  to  us  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  senti- 
ments ever  advanced. 

We  are  deeply  grateful  to  those  friends  who  have 
shown,  with  so  much  clearness,  that  all  the  prece- 
dents relied  on  to  justify  or  to  excuse  this  proceed- 
ing, are  either  not  to  the  purpose,  or,  from  the 
times  and  circumstances  at  and  under  which  they 
happened,  are  no  way  entitled  to  respect  in  a free 
government,  existing  under  a written  constitution. 
But,  for  ourselves,  we  stand  on  the  plain  words  of 
that  constitution  itself.  A thousand  precedents  else- 
where made,  whether  ancient  or  modern,  can  nei- 
ther rescind,  nor  control,  nor  explain  away  these 
words. 

The  words  are,  that  “each  house  shall  keep  a 
journal  of  its  proceedings.”  No  gloss,  no  ingenuity, 
no  specious  interpretation,  and  much  less  can  any 
fair  or  just  reasoning  reconcile  the  process  of  ex- 
punging with  the  plain  meaning  of  these  words,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  common  sense  and  honest 
understanding  of  mankind. 

If  the  senate  may  now  expunge  one  part  of  the 
journal  of  a former  session,  it  may,  with  equal  au- 
thority, expunge  another  part,  or  the  whole.  It 
may  expunge  the  entire  record  of  any  one  session, 
or  of  all  sessions. 

It  seems  to  us  inconceivable  how  any  men  can 
regard  such  a power,  and  its  exercise  at  pleasure, 
as  consistent  with  the  injunction  of  the  constitu- 
tion. It  can  make  no  difference  what  is  the  com- 
pleteness or  incompleteness  of  the  act  of  expung- 
ing, or  by  what  means  done;  whether  by  erasure, 
obliteration,  or  defacement;  if  by  defacement,  as 
here  proposed,  whether  one  word  or  many  words 
are  written  on  the  face  of  the  record;  whether  little 
ink  or  much  ink  is  shed  on  the  paper;  or  whether 
some  part,  or  the  whole,  of  the  original  written 
journal  may  yet  by  possibility  be  traced.  If  the 
act  done  be  an  act  to  expunge,  to  blot  out,  to  obli- 
terate, to  erase  the  record,  then  the  recqrd  is  ex- 
punged, blotted  out,  obliterated  and  erased.  And 
mutilation  and  alteration  violate  the  record  as  much 
as  obliteration  or  erasure.  A record,  subsequently 
altered,  is  not  the  original  record.  It  no  longer 
gives  a just  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  se- 
nate. It  is  no  longer  true.  It  is,  in  short,  no  jour- 
nal of  the  real  and  actual  proceedings  of  the  se- 
nate, such  as  the  constitution  says  each  house  shall 
keep. 

The  constitution,  therefore,  is,  in  our  deliberate 
judgment,  violated  by  this  proceeding  in  the  most 
plain  and  open  manner. 

The  constitution,  moreover,  provides  that  the 
yeas  and  nays,  on  any  question,  shall,  at  the  request 
of  one-fifth  of  the  members  present,  be  entered  on 
the  journal.  This  provision,  most  manifestly,  gives 
a personal  right  to  those  members  who  may  demand 
it,  to  the  entry  and  preservation  of  their  votes  on 
the  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  body;  not  for 
one  day  or  one  year  only,  but  for  all  time.  There 
the  yeas  and  nays  are  to  stand,  forever,  as  permanent 
and  lasting  proof  of  the  manner  in  which  members 
have  voted  on  great  and  important  questions  before 
them. 

But  it  is  now  insisted  that  the  votes  of  members, 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  thus  entered  on  the 
journal,  as  matter  of  right,  may  still  be  expunged; 
so  that  that,  which  it  requires  more  than  four-fifths 
of  the  senators  to  prevent  from  being  put  on  the 
journal,  may,  nevertheless,  be  struck  off  and  erased 
the  next  moment,  or  at  any  period  afterwards,  by 
the  will  of  a mere  majority;  or  if  this  be  not  admit- 
ted, then  the  absurdity  is  adopted  of  maintaining, 
that  this  provision  of  the  constitution  is  fulfilled  by 
merely  preserving  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  journal, 
after  having  expunged  and  obliterated  the  very  re- 
solution, or  the  very  question,  on  which  they  were 
given,  and  to  which  alone  they  refer;  leaving  the 
yeas  and  nays  thus  a mere  list  of  names,  connected 
with  no  subject,  no  question,  no  vote.  We  put  it 
to  the  partial  judgment  of  mankind,  if  this  pro- 
ceeding be  not,  in  this  respect  also,  directly  and  pal- 
pably inconsistent  with  the  constitution. 

We  protest  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that  other 
senators  have  no  authority  to  deprive  us  of  our  per- 
sonal rights,  secured  to  us  by  the  constitution,  either 
by  expunging,  or  obliterating,  or  mutilating,  or  de- 
facing, the  record  of  our  votes,  duly  entered  by 
yeas  and  naps;  or  by  expunging  and  obliterating  the 
resolutions  or  questions  on  which  those  votes  were 
given  and  recorded. 
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We  have  seen,  with  deep  and  sincere  pain,  the 
legislatures  of  respectable  states  instructing  the  se- 
nators of  those  states  to  vote  for  and  support  this 
violation  of  the  journal  of  the  senate;  and  this  pain 
is  infinitely  increased  by  our  full  belief,  and  entire 
conviction,  that  most,  it  not  all  these  proceedings  of 
states  had  their  origin  in  promptings  from  Wash- 
ington; that  they  have  been  urgently  requested  and 
insisted  on  as  being  necessary  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  intended  purpose;  and  that  it  is  nothing 
else  but  the  influence  and  power  of  the  executive 
branch  of  this  government  which  has  brought  the 
legislatures  of  so  many  of  the  free  states  of  this 
union  to  quit  the  sphere  of  their  ordinary  duties  for 
the  purpose  of  co-operating  to  accomplish  a mea- 
sure, in  our  judgment,  so  unconstitutional,  so  de- 
rogatory to  the  character  of  the  senate;  and  mark- 
ed with  so  broad  an  impression  of  compliance  with 
power. 

But  this  resolution  is  to  pass.  We  expect  it. — 
That  cause,  which  has  been  powerful  enough  to  in- 
fluence so  many  state  legislatures,  will  show  itself 
powerful  enough,  especially  with  such  aids,  to  se- 
cure the  passage  of  the  resolution  here. 

We  make  up  our  minds  to  behold  the  spectacle 
which  is  to  ensue. 

We  collect  ourselves  to  look  on,  in  silence,  while 
a scene  is  exhibited  which,  if  we  did  not  regard  it 
as  ruthless  violation  of  a sacred  instrument,  w'ould 
appear  to  us  to  be  little  elevated  above  the  charac- 
ter of  a contemptible  farce. 

This  scene  we  shall  behold,  and  hundreds  of 
American  citizens,  as  many  as  may  crowd  into  these 
lobbies  and  galleries,  will  behold  it  also;  with  what 
feelings  I do  not  undertake  to  say. 

But  we  protest,  we  most  solemnly  protest, 
against  the  substance  and  against  the  manner  of 
this  proceeding,  against  its  object,  against  its  form, 
and  against  its  effect.  We  tell  you  that  you  have 
no  right  to  mar  or  mutilate  the  record  of  our  votes 
given  here,  and  recorded  according  to  the  constitu- 
tion; we  tell  you  that  you  may  as  well  erase  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  any  other  question  or  resolution, 
or  on  all  questions  and  resolutions,  as  on  this;  we 
tell  you  that  you  have  just  as  much  right  to  falsify 
the  record,  by  so  altering  it  as  to  make  us  appear  to 
have  voted  on  any  question  as  we  did  not  vote,  as 
you  have  to  erase  a record,  and  make  that  page  a 
blank,  in  which  our  votes,  as  they  were  actually  gi- 
ven and  recorded,  now  stand.  The  one  proceeding, 
as  it  appears  to  us,  is  as  much  a falsification  of  the 
record  as  the  other. 

Having  made  this  PROTEST,  our  duty  is  perform- 
ed. We  rescue  our  own  names,  character  and  ho- 
nor from  all  participation  in  this  matter;  and  what- 
ever the  wayward  character  of  the  times,  the  head- 
long and  plunging  spirit  of  party  devotion,  or  the 
fear  or  the  love  of  power,  may  have  been  able  to 
bring  about  elsewhere,  we  desire  to  thank  God  that 
they  have  not,  as  yet,  overcome  the  love  of  liber- 
ty, fidelity  to  true  republican  principles,  and  a sa- 
cred regard  for  the  constitution,  in  that  state  whose 
soil  was  drenched,  to  a mire,  by  the  first  and  best 
blood  of  the  revolution.  Massachusetts,  as  yet,  has 
not  been  conquered;  and  while  wTe  have  the  honor  to 
hold  seats  here  as  her  senators,  w'e  shall  never  con- 
sent to  a sacrifice  either  of  her  rights,  or  our  ow'n; 
we  shall  never  fail  to  oppose  what  we  regard  as  a 
plain  and  open  violation  of  the  constitution  of  the 
country;  and  we  should  have  thought  ourselves 
wholly  unworthy  of  her  if  we  had  not,  with  all  the 
solemnity  and  earnestness  in  our  power,  protested 
against  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  now  before 
the  senate. 

She  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion, as  amended, 

Mr.  Benton  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

He  then  moved  that  the  blanks  in  the  resolution 
be  filled  by  inserting  the  16th  day  of  January.  It 
was  agreed  to;  and,  having  been  done, 

The  question  was  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays,  on 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution  in’the  following  form: 
Resolution  to  expunge  from  the  journal  the  resolution 

of  the  senate  of  March  28,  1834,  in  relation  to  pre- 
sident Jackson  and  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 

Whereas,  on  the  26th  day  of  December,  in  the 
year  1833,  the  following  resolve  was  moved  in  the 
senate: 

“ Resolved , That,  by  dismissing  the  late  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury,  because  he  would  not,  contrary 
to  his  own  sense  of  duty,  remove  the  money  of  the 
United  States  in  deposite  with  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  and  its  branches,  in  conformity  with  the  pre- 
sident’s opinion,  and  by  appointing  his  successor  to 
effect  such  removal,  which  has  been  done,  the  pre- 
sident has  assumed  the  exercise  of  a power  over  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States,  not  granted  him  by 
the  constitution  and  laws,  and  dangerous  to  the  li- 
berties of  the  people;” 


Which  proposed  resolve  was  altered  and  changed 
by  the  mover  thereof,  on  the  28th  day  of  March,  in 
the  year  1834.  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

‘■Resolved,  That,  in  taking  upon  himself  the  re- 
sponsibility of  removing  the  deposite  of  the  public 
money  from  the  bank  ol  the  United  States,  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  has  assumed  the  exercise 
of  a power  over  the  treasury  of  the  United  States 
not  granted  to  him  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  and 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people;” 

Which  resolve,  so  changed  and  modified  by  the 
mover  thereof,  on  the  same  day  and  year  last  men- 
tioned, was  further  altered,  so  as  to  read  in  these 
w'ords: 

“Resolved,  That  the  president,  in  the  late  execu- 
tive proceedings  in  relation  to  the  revenue,  has  as- 
sumed upon  himself  authority  andpower  not  confer- 
red by  tlie  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation 
of  both;” 

In  which  last-mentioned  form  the  said  resolve,  on 
the  same  day  and  year  last  mentioned,  was  adopted 
by  the  senate,  and  became  the  act  and  judgment  of 
that  body,  and,  as  such,  now'  remains  upon  the  jour- 
nal thereof: 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve  w'as  not  warranted 
bv  the  constitution,  and  was  irregularly  and  illegally 
adopted  by  the  senate,  in  violation  of  the  rights  of 
defence  which  belong  to  every  citizen,  and  in  sub- 
version of  the  fundamental  principles  of  law  and 
justice;  because  president  Jackson  was  thereby  ad- 
judged and  pronounced  to  be  guilty  of  an  impeach- 
able offence,  and  a stigma  placed  upon  him  as  a vio- 
lator of  his  oath  of  office,  and  of  the  laws  and  con- 
stitution which  he  was  sworn  to  preserve,  protect, 
and  defend,  without  going  through  the  forms  of  an 
impeachment,  and  without  allowing  to  him  the  bene- 
fits of  a trial,  or  the  means  of  defence: 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve,  in  all  its  various 
shapes  and  forms,  was  unfounded  ar.d  erroneous  in 
point  of  fact,  and  therefore  unjust  and  unrighteous, 
as  well  as  irregular  and  unauthorised  by  the  consti- 
tution; because  the  said  president  Jackson,  neither 
in  the  act  of  dismissing  Mr.  Duane,  nor  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  Mr.  Taney,  as  specified  in  the  first  form 
of  the  resolve;  nor  in  taking  upon  himself  the  respon- 
sibility of  removingthe  deposites,  as  specified  in  the 
second  form  of  the  same  resolve;  nor  in  any  act 
which  was  then,  or  can  now,  be  specified  under  the 
vague  and  ambiguous  terms  of  the  general  denun- 
ciation contained  in  the  third  and  last  form  of  the  re- 
solve, did  do  or  commit  any  actin  violation  or  in  de- 
rogation of  the  law's  and  constitution,  or  dangerous 
to  the  liberties  of  the  people: 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve,  as  adopted,  was  un- 
certain and  ambiguous,  containing  nothing  but  a 
loose  and  floating  charge  for  derogating  from  the 
laws  and  constitution,  and  assuming  ungranted  pow- 
er and  authority  in  the  late  executive  proceedings  in 
relation  to  the  public  revenue;  without  specifying 
what  part  of  the  executive  proceedings,  or  what  part 
of  the  public  revenue  was  intended  to  be  referred  to; 
or  what  parts  of  the  laws  and  constitution  were  sup- 
posed to  have  been  infringed;  or  in  w'hat  part  of  the 
union,  or  at  what  period  of  his  administration,  these 
late  proceedings  were  supposed  to  have  taken  place; 
thereby  putting  each  senator  at  liberty  to  vote  in  fa- 
vor of  the  resolve  upon  a separate  and  secret  reason 
of  his  own,  and  leaving  the  ground  of  the  senate’s 
judgment  to  be  guessed  at  by  the  public,  and  to  be 
differently  and  diversely  interpreted  by  individual 
senators,  according  to  the  private  and  particular  un- 
derstanding of  each:  contrary  to  all  the  ends  of  jus- 
tice, and  to  all  the  forms  cf  legal  or  judicial  proceed- 
ing; to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  accused,  who  could 
not  know  against  what  to  defend  himself:  and  to  the 
loss  of  senatorial  responsibility,  by  shielding  sena- 
tors from  public  accountability  for  making  up  a 
judgment  upon  grounds  which  the  public  "cannot 
know,  and  which,  if  known,  might  prove  to  be  in- 
sufficient in  law,  or  unfounded  in  fact: 

And  whereas  the  specification  contained  in  the 
first  and  second  forms  of  the  resolve  having  been  ob- 
jected to  in  debate,  and  shown  to  be  insufficient  to 
sustain  the  charges  they  were  adduced  to  support, 
and  it  being  well  believed  that  no  majority  could  be 
obtained  to  vote  for  the  said  specifications,  and  the 
same  having  been  actually  withdrawn  by  the  mover 
in  the  face  of  the  whole  senate,  in  consequence  of 
such  objection  and  belief,  and  before  any  vote  taken 
thereupon;  the  said  specifications  could  not  after- 
wards be  admitted  by  any  rule  of  parliamentary 
practice,  or  by  any  principle  of  legal  implication, 
secret  intendment,  or  mental  reservation,  to  remain 
and  continue  apart  of  the  written  and  public  resolve 
from  which  they  were  thus  withdrawn;  and,  if  they 
could  be  so  admitted,  they  would  not  be  sufficient 
to  sustain  the  charges  therein  contained: 

And  whereas  the  senate  being  the  constitutional 
tribunal  tor  the  trial  of  the  president,  when  charged 
by  the  house  of  representatives  with  offences  against 


the  laws  and  the  constitution,  the  adoption  of  the 
said  resolve,  before  any  impeachment  preferred  by 
the  house,  was  a breach  of  the  privileges  of  the 
house;  not  warranted  by  the  constitution:  a subver- 
sion of  justice;  a prejudication  of  a question  which 
might  legally  come  before  the  senate;  anrt  a disquali- 
fication of  that  body  to  perform  its  constitutional 
duty  with  fairness  and  impartiality,  if  the  president 
should  thereafter  be  regularly  impeached  by  tl.e 
house  of  representatives  for  the  same  otfence: 

And  whereas  the  temperate,  respectful,  and  ar- 
gumentative defence  and  protest  of  the  president 
against  the  aforesaid  proceed  ng  of  the  senate  was 
rejected  and  repulsed  by  that  body,  and  was  voted 
to  be  a breach  of  its  privileges,  and  was  not  permit- 
ted to  be  entered  on  its  journal  or  printed  among  its 
documents;  while  all  memorials,  petitions,  resolves, 
and  remonstrances  against  the  president,  however 
violent  or  unfounded,  and  calculated  to  inflame  the 
people  againsthim,  were  duly  and  honorably  receiv- 
ed, encomiastically  commented  upon  in  speeches, 
read  at  the  table,  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  long 
list  of  names  attached,  referred  to  the  finance  com- 
mittee for  consideration,  fifed  away  among  the  pub- 
lic archives,  and  now  constitute  a part  of  the  public 
documents  of  the  senate,  to  be  handed  down  to  the 
latest  posterity: 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve  was  introduced, 
debated  and  adopted,  at  a time  and  under  circum- 
stances which  had  the  effect  of  co-operating  with 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  in  the  parricidal  at- 
tempt which  that  institution  was  then  making  to 
produce  a panic  and  pressure  in  the  country;  to 
destroy  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  president 
Jackson;  to  paralyze  his  administration;  to  govern 
the  elections;  to  bankrupt  the  state  banks;  ruin 
their  currency;  fill  the  whole  union  with  terror  and 
distress;  and  thereby  to  extort  from  the  sufferings 
and  the  alarms  of  the  people,  the  restoration  of  the 
deposites  and  the  renewal  of  its  charter: 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve  is  of  evil  example 
and  dangerous  precedent,  and  should  never  have 
been  received,  debated  or  adopted  by  the  senate,  or 
admitted  to  entry  upon  its  journal:  Wherefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  resolve  be  expunged 
from  the  journal;  and,  for  that  purpose,  that  the  se- 
cretary of  the  senate,  at  such  time  as  the  senate 
may  appoint,  shall  bring  the  manuscript  journal  of 
the  session  1833-’34  into  the  senate,  and,  in  the 
presence  of  the  senate,  draw  black  lines  round  the 
said  resolve,  and  write  across  the  face  thereof,  in 
strong  letters,  the  following  words:  “Expunged 

BY  ORDER  OF  THE  SENATE,  THIS  16tH  DAY  OF 

January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1SS7.” 

On  agreeing  to  this  resolution,  the  vote  was  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Da- 
na, Ewing,  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard, 
King,  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Page,  Rives,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Strange, 
Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Walker,  Wall,  Wright — 24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Hendricks, 
Kent,  Knight.  Moore,  Prentiss.  Preston,  Robbins, 
Southard,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  White — 19. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Benton , observing  that  nothing  now  remain- 
ed but  for  the  secretary  to  carry  into  effect  the  or- 
der of  the  senate,  moved  that  that  be  forthwith  done. 

The  secretary  thereupon  produced  the  record  of 
the  senate,  and  opening  it  at  the  page  which  con- 
tained the  resolution  to  be  expunged,  did,  in  the 
presence  of  such  of  the  members  of  the  senate  as 
remained,  (many  having  retired),  proceed  to  draw 
black  lines  entirely  round  the  resolution,  and  to  en- 
dorse across  the  lines  the  words  “Expunged  by  or- 
der of  the  senate,  this  \6lh  day  of  January,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1837.” 

No  sooner  had  this  been  done,  than  hisses,  loud 
and  repeated,  were  heard  from  various  parts  of  the 
gallery. 

The  chair,  (Mr.  King,  of  Alabama).  Clear  the 
galleries. 

Mr.  Benton.  I hope  the  galleries  will  not  be 
cleared,  as  many  innocent  persons  will  be  exclud- 
ed, who  have  been  guilty  of  no  violation  of  order. 
Let  the  ruffians  who  have  made  the  disturbance 
alone  be  apprehended.  I hope  the  sergeant-at-arms 
will  be  directed  to  enter  the  gallery,  and  seize  the 
ruffians,  ascertaining  who  they  are  in  the  best  way 
he  can.  Let  him  apprehend  them,  and  bring  them 
to  the  bar  of  the  senate.  Let  him  seize  the  hank 
ruffians.  I hope  that  they  will  not  now  he  suffered 
to  insult  the  senate,  as  they  did  when  it  was  under 
the  power  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  when 
ruffians,  with  arms  upon  them,  insulted  us  with 
impunity.  Let  them  be  taken  and  brought  to  the 
bar  of  the  senate.  Here  is  one,  just  above  me,  that 
may  easily  be  indentified — the  bank  ruffians! 

The  order  to  clear  the  galleries  was  revoked,  and 
the  sergeant-at-arms  directed  to  proceed  into  the 
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galleries  and  apprehend  the  persons  who  had  cre- 
ated the  disorder.  In  a very  few  minutes  the 
sergeant-at-arms  returned,  and  reported  to  the  chair 
that  he  had  apprehended  an  individual  and  had  him 
in  custody. 

Mr  Benton  moved  that  he  be  brought  to  the  bar 
of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Morris  opposed  the  motion,  and  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays;  which,  being  ordered  and  taken, 
stood  yeas  17,  nays  8.  So  the  motion  was  carried. 

It  was  suggested  by  Mr.  Moore  that  there  was 
not  a quorum  present,  and  the  chair  at  first  so  de- 
cided. But,  on  being  reminded  that  one  of  the  se- 
nators from  Louisiana  had  resigned,  25  was  a ma- 
jority of  the  49  remaining.  He  declared  that  a 
quorum  was  present. 

Mr.  Moore  now  moved  an  adjournment;  but  the 
motion  was  lost. 

The  sergeant-at-arms  now  produced  and  present- 
ed an  individual  at  the  bar  of  the  senate. 

[He  was  a tall,  well  dressed  man,  wrapped  in  a 
black  over-coat.] 

Mr.  Benton  said  that,  as  the  individual  had  been 
taken  from  among  the  respectable  audience  in  the 
gallery  and  had  been  presented  in  this  public  man- 
ner, with  all  eyes  fixed  upon  him,  he  had  perhaps 
been  sufficiently  punished  in  his  feelings.  Mr.  B. 
was  not  disposed  to  push  the  proceedings  any  fur- 
ther, and  therefore  moved  that  he  be  discharged 
from  custody. 

Mr.  Morris  considered  the  whole  proceeding  as 
very  extraordinary.  If  the  individual  had  been 
worthy  of  an  arrest,  he  ought  to  have  an  opportuni- 
ty of  defence.  A citizen  had  been  brougnt  to  the 
bar  of  the  senate,  and  not  informed  for  what  reason, 
nor  of  what  offence  he  stood  charged  and  now  it 
was  moved  that,  without  a hearing,  he  be  discharg- 
ed from  custody.  Call  you  this  (said  Mr.  M.)  the 
justice  of  the  senate  of  the  United  States?  Is  it  in 
this  manner  that  citizens  are  to  be  treated?  It  ap- 
pears to  me  a most  extraordinary  proceeding. 

Mr.  Sevier  moved  an  adjournment;  but  the  mo- 
tion did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Robinson , near  whose  seat  the  person  appre- 
hended then  stood,  proposed  that  the  individual 
have  an  opportunity  to  purge  himself  by  oath  from 
the  contempt.  The  senate  were  not  to  presume 
him  guilty,  and  if  he  was  willing  to  swear  that  he 
intended  no  contempt,  he  ought  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  do  so. 

Mr.  Morris  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion  for  his  discharge;  and  they  were  ordered 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Benton  observed  that  if  the  individual  was 
ready  to  go  to  the  clerk’s  table,  and  there,  by  oath, 
to  purge  himself  of  the  contempt,  he  had  no  objec- 
tion. Let  him  do  so. 

Mr.  Robinson  now  stated,  on  behalf  of  the  per- 
son apprehended,  that  he  was  willing  and  ready  to 
answer  interrogatories. 

Mr.  Benton  thereupon  withdrew  his  motion  for 
his  discharge. 

The  chair  reminded  him  that  he  could  not  do  this, 
inasmuch  as  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it  had  been 
ordered. 

Mr.  Morris  was  strongly  opposed  to  having  the 
individual  suddenly,  without  warning,  and  without 
opportunity  to  consult  counsel,  brought  forward  to 
take  his  oath,  and  undergo  interrogatories.  It  would 
be  better  to  give  him  until  to-morrow,  that  he 
might  have  some  leisure  for  reflection.  He  had 
been  brought  up  here  before  the  senate  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  before  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  require  him  thus  suddenly  to  be  put 
upon  oath  in  his  defence  was  wrong. 

He  concluded  by  moving  an  adjournment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  and  ordered 
on  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Strange  thought  that  if  the  individual  was 
willing  now  to  be  sworn,  and  to  undergo  interroga- 
tories, he  was  certainly  the  best  judge  of  his  own 
rights.  He  best  knew  what  he  couhl  undergo,  and 
there  was  no  need  that  senators  should  become  his 
advocates. 

Mr.  Benton  said  that  if  the  man  wished  to  purge 
himself  on  oath,  now,  here,  in  presence  of  the  se- 
nate, it  was  very  well.  Let  him  do  so.  But  if  he 
wanted  to  go  away  and  consult  a lawyer,  if  he 
must  ask  a lawyer  to-morrow  before  he  could  tell 
whether  he  meant  to  insult  the  senate  to-night,  he 
was  opposed  to  it.  If  he  was  ready  to  swear,  let 
him  do  it,  but  no  consulting  with  lawyers. 

The  chair  stated  to  Mr.  Morris  that  the  individu- 
al in  custody  was  not  brought  up  without  a charge, 
as  that  senator  seemed  to  intimate.  He  was  charg- 
ed with  disorderly  conduct  in  the  presence  of  the 
oenate,  and  the  law  gave  the  senate,  as  it  gave  a 
court  of  justice,  power  to  protect  itself  in  all  such 
cases,  by  a summary  proceeding,  and  on  the  evi- 
dence of  its  own  senses. 


Mr.  Robinson  again  said  that  the  individual  in 
custody  wished  for  an  opportunity  of  purging  him- 
self from  the  contempt. 

Some  confusion  prevailed.  But  the  motion  for 
his  discharge  being  pressed,  the  question  was  put, 
and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Da- 
na, Ewing,  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Hubbard,  King,  of  Ala.  Linn,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Page,  Rives,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton,  Walker,  White,  Wright — 23. 

NAY— Mr.  Wall— 1. 

The  individual  was  accordingly  discharged  from 
custody. 

The  individual  referred  to  thereupon  advanced, 
and  addressing  the  chair,  said: 

“Mr.  President, am  I not  to  be  permitted  to  speak 
in  my  own  defence?” 

Chair,  to  the  seigeant-at-arms,  “Take  him  out!” 

The  senate  now  adjourned. 

January  17.  The  journal  having  been  read, 
Mr.  White  said  he  had  voted  against  bringing  to 
the  bar  of  the  senate  the  individual  arrested  last 
night,  and  not  in  favor  as  had  been  read  from  the 
journal.  A correction  of  the  journal  was  made 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  had  always  understood  the 
constitution  to  require  a majority  of  the  entire  num- 
ber of  senators  to  make  a quorum,  and  he  suggest- 
ed it  as  an  important  question  which  ought  now  to 
be  decided,  whether  26  made  a quorom  of  the  se- 
nate, or  24,  as  had  been  understood  last  night. 
The  question,  however,  not  being  now  formerly 
proposed,  was  not  decided. 

A message  was  received  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  by  Andrew  Jackson,  jr.  his  private 
secretary,  with  certain  communications  from  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  from  the  district 
attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  relaling  to  the  difficulties  of  bringing 
to  conviction  the  persons  concerned  in  burning 
the  treasury  building,  and  earnestly  recommending 
a revision  of  the  laws  relating  to  this  subject.  Re- 
ferred to  the  committee  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  chair  presented  a communication  from  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  compliance  with  a se- 
nate resolution  of  the  29th  tilt,  (offered  by  Mr. 
Calhoun),  with  statements  of  the  amount  of  ex- 
ports, imports  and  avails  of  the  public  lands,  for  the 
year  1836,  under  various  distinctions  specified  in 
the  resolution;  and  also  the  amount  of  money  re- 
maining in  the  treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  the  remonstrance  of  the  grand 
jury  of  the  county  of  Washington  against  petitions 
to  congress  from  abolition  societies,  in  various 
parts  of  the  country,  and  the  numerous  memorials 
presented  to  congress  praying  the  abolition  of  sla- 
very in  the  District;  and  praying  congress  to  apply 
such  remedies  as  might  be  within  their  power. 
Mr.  K.  moved  that  the  remonstrance  be  read,  laid 
on  the  table  and  printed. 

The  memorial  was  then  read,  when  a discussion 
took  place  on  the  question  of  printing  an  extra 
number  of  copies  of  this  document,  which  were, 
in  the  end,  ordered. 

A number  of  petitions  and  memorials  were  pre- 
sented— various  reports,  joint  resolutions  and  bills 
brought  in  from  difierent  committes — and  several 
bills  from  the  house,  read  twice  by  the  chair  and 
committed,  after  which  the  senate  proceeded  to 
the  order  of  the  day,  which  was  the  consideration 
of  Mr.  Walker's  land  bill. 

Mr.  Morris  made  an  effort  to  have  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  postponed,  but  without  success.  He 
then  went  at  length  into  a statement  of  his  objec- 
tion to  the  bill  as  reported  by  the  committee  on 
public  lands,  and  his  reasons  for  preferring  it  in 
the  form  in  which  he  had  himself  introduced  it  into 
the  senate.  He  compared  the  two,  section  by  sec- 
tion, and  having  concluded,  Mr.  Ewing  moved  the 
postponement  of  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  Friday  next.  Mr.  Walker  opposed  this, 
lest  the  passage  of  the  bill  might  be  endangered, 
and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  being 
taken,  were  yeas  14,  nays  18.  So  the  senate  re- 
fused to  postpone  the  bill. 

Mr.  Morris  then  offered  an  amendment,  embrac- 
ing the  principle  of  graduation  in  the  price  of  land 
in  proportion  to  the  time  it  had  been  offered  for 
sale;  which,  after  some  brief  discussion,  was  agreed 
to — yeas  19,  nays  18.  Mr.  Morris  proposed  a fur- 
ther amendment,  on  which  much  desultory  debate 
took  place,  and  several  modifications  were  sug- 
gested, and  in  part  agreed  to;  but  before  any  thing 
was  decided  respecting  them,  the  senate,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Buchanan,  went  into  executive  busi- 
ness, and  afterwards  adjourned. 

January  18.  A number  of  bills  and  resolutions 
were  reported,  which  will  be  duly  noticed  next 


week.  Among  the  former  was  a bill  reported  by 
Mr.  Walker,  from  the  committee  on  public  lauds, 
to  legulate  and  restrict  the  payments  for  public 
lanes.  [This  bill  in  effect  rescinds  the  treasury 
order,  and  provides  that  the  payments  for  lands 
shall  be  in  notes  of  banks,  which  do  not  issue  notes 
of  a less  value  than  five  dollars.]  It  was  read  a 
second  time  and  made  the  special  order  for  Friday. 

The  special  order,  being  the  bill  to  prohibit  sales 
of  public  lands  except  to  actual  settlers  was  taken 
up.  Mr.  Clay,  with  a view  to  relieve  the  friends 
of  the  bill  from  some  embarrassment,  occasioned 
by  his  vote  on  the  preceding  day,  given  under  mis- 
apprehension, in  favor  of  a graduation  clause  in- 
troduced as  an  amendment,  moved  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  on  that  amendment,  in  order  that 
he  might  change  his  vote,  (which  happened  to 
produce  a majority  for  the  amendment.) 

After  some  desultory  conversation  it  was  finally 
agreed  to  postpone  this  motion,  together  with  the 
bill  itself,  until  Friday  next;  ayes  24,  noes  12. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  previous  orders 
were  postponed,  and  the  senate  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill  for  anticipating  the  payment  of  indem- 
nities accruing  to  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  convention  with  France,  of  the  4th  of 
July,  1831,  and  that  with  the  Two  Sicilies  of  the 
14th  October,  1832. 

The  bill  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Wright,  and  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Clay,  Calhoun  and  others,  and 
finally  rejected  by  a vote  of  22  to  19. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday , Jan.  12.  [The  following  is  a more 
detailed  statement  of  this  day’s  proceedings  of  the 
house  on  Mr.  Cambreleng’s  bill  to  leduce  the  reve- 
nue, than  we  could  find  room  for  in  the  last  “Re- 
gister.”] 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  reduce  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  to  the 
wants  of  the  government;  there  being  two  motions 
pending,  one  for  commitment,  and  the  other  i'or  in- 
definite postponement. 

Mr.  Corwin,  of  Ohio,  addressed  the  house  for  an 
hour  and  an  half,  in  strong  opposition  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  bill,  and  the  principles  promulgated  in 
the  report. 

Mr.  Cushman,  of  N.  H.  supported  the  bill  and  the 
principles  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Galbruith,  of  Pa.  with  a view  to  give  time 
for  a better  consideration  of  the  bill  and  report,  mov  - 
ed to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject until  Tuesday  next,  and  that  the  bill  and  report 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  of  Pa.  believed  that  the  continu- 
ed discussion  of  the  bill  would  occupy  the  whole 
residue  of  the  session,  without  any  object  being  ob- 
tained. He  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table,  and  to  print  the  bill  and  report. 

Mr.  Patterson,  of  Va.  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  A.  Mann  moved  a call  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Owens,  of  Ga.  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  that  motion,  which  were  ordered;  and  were  yeas 
105.  nays  91.  The  call  was  accordingly  commenced, 
but  had  not  been  far  proceeded  in,  when,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Love,  of  N.  Y.  it  was  dispensed  wilh. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  motion  to  lay  the 
bill  and  report  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  hoped  that  the  bill  would  be  read 
by  its  title,  before  the  vote  was  taken,  in  order  that 
gentlemen  might  distinctly  understand  on  what  they 
were  about  to  vote. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  was  called  to  order. 

Mr.  McKcon  desired  to  know  if  il  was  not  in  or- 
der for  him  to  inquire,  whether  he  was  not  about  to 
vote  on  a bill  to  reduce  the  revenue  of,  the  United 
States  to  the  wants  of  the  government. 

The  chair  said,  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
could  not  make  the  inquiry  as  a matter  of  right. 

Mr.  Wise  said,  he  had  been  absent  when  the  bill 
was  read,  and  he  wished  to  know,  what  was  the  bill 
on  which  he  was  about  to  vote? 

The  speaker  said,  that  the  title  of  the  bill  was  a 
bill  to  reduce  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  to 
the  wants  of  the  government. 

Mr.  Wise  wished  to  know,  from  the  bill  itself, 
whether  its  contents  corresponded  w'ith  its  title. 

After  some  objection,  the  bill  was  read. 

And  the  question  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill 
and  report  on  the  table,  was  taken  and  decided  in 
the  negative;  yeas  94,  nays  119,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  C.  Allan,  Heinan  Allen, 
Anthony.  Ashley,  Bailey,  Beaumont.  Bell,  Black] 
Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Buchanan,  John  Caihoon] 
Wm.  B.  Calhoun.  George  Chambers,  John  Cham- 
bers. Chetwood,  Childs,  Clark,  Crane,  Cushing,  Dar- 
lington, Denny,  Evans.  Everett,  Fowler,  French, 
Galbraith,  Rice  Garland,  Granger,  Grennell,  Hiland 
Hall,  Hard,  Harlan,  Harper.  S.  S.  Harrison,  Hazel- 
tine,  Henderson,  Heister,  Hoar,  Howell,  Hubley, 
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Hunt,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Janes,  Jenifer,  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  Henry  Johnson,  Kilgore,  Lansing,  La- 
porte,  Lawrence,  Thomas  Lee,  Lincoln,  J.  IVlann, 
Sampson  Mason,  Maury,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Mil- 
ler, Milligan,  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Parker,  Dutee 
J.  Pearce,  J.  A.  Pearce,  Pearson, Pettigrew,  Plielps, 
Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Russell,  Schenck, 
Wm.  R.  Shepard,  Slade,  Spangler,  Sprague,  Steele, 
Storer,  Sutherland,  Toucey,  Turner,  Vinton,  Wage- 
ner,  Wardwell,  Washington,  Elisha  Whittlesey, 
T.  T.  Whittlesey,  Young — 94. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Ash,  Barton,  Bean,  Boon,  Boul- 
din,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cambre- 
leng,  Campbell,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chap- 
man, Chapin,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  John  F.  H. 
Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cra- 
mer, Cushman,  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Double- 
day, Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Efner,  Elmore,  Fairfield, 
Forester,  Fry,  Fuller,  J.  Garland,  Gholson,  Gillett, 
Glascock,  Graham,  Grantland,  Grayson,  Griffin, 
Haley,  J.  Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Albert  G.  Har- 
rison, Hawkins,  Haynes,  Halsey,  Holt,  Hopkins, 
Howard,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Jarvis,  C.  John- 
son, J.  W.  Jones,  B.  Jones,  Klingensmith,  Lane, 
Lawler,  J.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Logan, 
Love,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  Martin,  W. 
Mason,  Moses  Mason,  McComas,  McKay,  McKeon, 
McKim,  McLene,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan, 
Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  Patton,  Franklin 
Pierce,  Peyton,  Pinckney,  Rencher,  John  Rey- 
nolds, Joseph  Reynolds,  Richardson,  Robertson, 
Rogers,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Shinn,  Smith, 
Standefer,  Taliaferro,  Thomas,  John  Thompson, 
W.  Thompson,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Ward,  Web- 
ster, Weeks,  Lewis  Williams,  Wise,  Yell — 119. 

So  the  bill  was  not  laid  on  the  table.  [By  this 
vote,  the  bill  and  report  again  come  up  first  in  or- 
der of  busines  to-morrow  morning.] 

Mr.  Halsey,  of  Georgia,  obtained  the  floor,  when 
the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Jan.  Vi.  Mr . E.  Whittlesey  asked  the 
indulgence  of  the  house  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  reduce  the  revenue  of 
the  United  States  to  the  wants  of  the  government, 
in  order  that  reports  of  committees  might  be  re- 
ceived. If  this  motion  should  prevail,  Mr.  W.  said 
it  was  his  design,  after  the  committees  had  made 
their  reports,  to  ask  the  house  to  take  up  and  dis- 
pose of  such  private  bills  as  could  be  disposed  of 
in  the  course  of  the  day,  and  as  would  elicit  no  de- 
bate. 

This  motion  caused  considerable  discussion,  at 
the  termination  of  which  (Mr.  Lawrence  having 
withdrawn  his  motion  to  postpone  the  considera'- 
tion  of  the  bill  indefinitely)  the  bill  to  reduce  the 
revenue  was  committed  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Some  time  was  spent  in  the  reception  and  dispo- 
tion  of  reports  upon  private  claims. 

Mr.  Howard,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs, reported  a bill  fixing  the  compensation  of 
public  ministers  and  consuls  general,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  10,000  extra  copies  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  in  relation  to 
the  tariff,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  house. 

This  resolution,  by  the  rule,  would  lie  over  one 
day;  Mr.  Smith  moved  that  it  be  now  considered. 

Objections  having  been  made,  Mr.  Lawrence  ex- 
pressed his  hope  that  no  objection  would  be  made 
to  considering  the  resolution  at  this  time.  It  was 
important  that  the  country  should  see  the  report. 

Mr.  Lawrence  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  to  con- 
sider the  resolution  at  this  time;  which  motion  pre- 
vailed. Ayes  111,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  A.  Mann  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
striking  out  “ten”  and  inserting  “fifteen”  thousand; 
which  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  moved  to  strike  out  “ten” 
and  insert  “five;”  which  motion  was  also  lost. 

Mr.  Briggs  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
causing  it  to  read  “bill”  and  report;  which  motion 
prevailed. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of 
the  original  resolution,  the  same  was  taken  and 
carried.  So  ten  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  bill 
and  report  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  A.  Mann  made  an  ineffectual  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rule  to  enable  him  to  submit  a resolution 
fixing  the  hour  of  eleven,  after  this  week,  for  the 
time  at  which  the  house  would  meet. 

Mr.  E.  Whittlesey  asked  the  consent  of  the  house 
to  submit  a motion,  that  the  house  would  take  up 
and  consider  the  private  bills  on  the  speaker’s  ta- 
ble, which  would  elicit  no  debate;  and  then  go  into 
committee  on  similar  bills,  and  under  a similar  re- 
striction. 

Objection  was  made,  and,  after  some  desultory 
conversation, 


! Mr.  E.  Whittlesey  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  to 
' enable  him  to  submit  his  motion;  which  first  motion 
was  agreed  to — ayes  9S,  noes  30.  So  the  rule  was 
suspended. 

And,  thereupon,  the  motion  of  Mr.  E.  Whittle- 
sey was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes 
124,  noes  44. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
] of  private  bills  in  which  it  was  engaged  until  the 
hour  of  adjournment. 

| Saturday,  Jan.  14.  Mr.  Adams  rose  and  said  that- 
on  the  third  day  of  last  June,  a resolution  reported 
from  the  committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia  had 
been  adopted  by  the  house,  requesting  the  secretary 
of  state  to  ascertain  and  report  to  the  house  the  num- 
ber of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt  since  the  year 
1820,  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  the  time  during 
which  they  had  been  imprisoned:  the  amounts  of 
their  respective  debts;  the  portions  thereof  which 
j had  been  paid  in  consequence  of  theirimprisonment; 

\ the  expense  to  the  creditors  of  mrintaing  them,  &c. 
&c.  Mr.  A.  wished  to  inquire  lrcm  the  chairman  of 
j the  committee  for  the  District  ofColumbia,  or  from 
1 some  other  member  of  it,  whether  there  had  been 
any  report  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in 
| answer  to  the  resolution. 

[It  appeared  from  a statement  made  by  the  clerk 
of  the  house,  and  Mr.  W.  B.  Shepard,  that  such  a 
report  had  been  made  during  the  present  session  of 
congress,  that  it  had  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
official  printer,  but  that,  being  very  long,  copies  of 
it  had  not  yet  been  furnished  to  members.] 

Mr.  A.  said  his  reason  for  makingthe  inquiry  was, 
that  amongst  the  prisoners  was  one  of  his  constitu- 
ents. The  individual  was  confinedthere  during  the 
last  session,  at  the  time  this  resolution  was  adopted. 
He  was  there  still,  for  debt;  and  it  was  Mr.  A’sfirm 
belief  that  he  was  there  only  for  having  been  too 
zealous  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  as  an  officer  of 
the  government;  for  debts  vastly  inferior  in  amount 
to  what  was  due  to  him  from  the  nation,  if  justice 
was  done. 

Mr.  Pickens  rose  to  make  an  inquiry  from  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs.  He 
wished  to  be  informed  at  what  time  a report  might 
be  expected  on  the  message  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  which  had  been  referred  to  thai  com- 
mittee in  relation  to  Texas?  Or,  whether  any  re- 
port at  all  was  to  be  expected? 

Mr.  Howard  was  understood  to  say  that  he  would 
cheerfully  reply  to  the  inquiry  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  though  he  (Mr.  II.)  did  not  know 
that  it  was  the  practice  to  make  such  inquiries  in 
relation  to  the  unfinished  business  before  the  com- 
mittee of  the  house. 

The  committee  had  met  several  times,  and  had 
been  diligently  engaged  in  the  investigation  in  re- 
lation to  Texas.  As  yet,  however,  they  had  not 
been  able  to  come  to  any  conclusion. 

After  the  reception  of  reports,  and  the  house  had 
refused  to  suspend  the  rules  to  permit  Mr.  Harlan 
to  submit  aresolution  that  on  Monday  next  the  states 
should  be  called  for  petitions  ill  reverse  order — viz: 
that  petitions  from  the  new  states  should  be  called 
first. 

Mr.  Bell  gave  notice  that  he  would  renew  his  mo- 
tion for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to  secure  the  freedom 
of  elections.  He  had  forborne  to  urge  this  subject 
on  the  consideration  of  the  house,  because  he  had 
expected  thatthe  resolu  ion  proposed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  (Mr.  C.  Allan)  in  relation  to  i 
grants  of  the  public  lands  to  such  states  as  had  not  [ 
heretofore  received  them,  would  be  disposed  of  this  ; 
morning.  But  if  the  heuse  would  persist  in  these 
abortive  motions  to  suspend  the  rule  for  partial  pur-  | 
poses,  he  should  be  compelled  to  press  itis  motion. 
He  would  waive  it  now,  if  the  house  would  resume 
the  consideration  of  that  resolution. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 1 
solution  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  C.  Allan,  of  Ken- 
tucky, providing  for  grants  of  the  public  lands  to 
such  states  as  had  not  heretofore  received  them;  to- 
gether with  the  amendments  thereto  pending. 

Mr.  L,ane,  who  held  the  floor  when  the  subject 
was  last  under  consideration,  resumed  and  conclud- 
ed his  remarks. 

Mr.  Bell  said  he  rose  more  for  the  purpose  of  sub- 
mitting a few  remarks  on  the  propriety  of  bringing 
this  discussion  to  a close,  than  for  any  otherpurpose, 
although  the  subject  was  of  great  interest,  and  though 
he  had  himself  been  perfectly  willing  it  should  be 
sent  to  a committee.  He  thought,  however,  that  the 
proposition  was  too  narrow  for  the  time  at  which  it 
was  brought  forward;  and  he  thought  that  the  ne- 
cessity of  broader  action  must  have  become  appa- 
rent to  every  man.  If  there  was  one  question,  above 
all  others,  on  which  prompt  action  was  required,  it 
was  that  of  disposing  permanently  of  the  various 
questions  which  had  arisen  in  relation  to  the  public 
lands.  If  they  were  to  be  distributed  in  any  degree  j 
to  any  extent,  let  it  be  done.  If  it  was  not  the  sense  ) 


i of  the  country'  that  this  should  be  done,  let  confess 
declare  that  sentiment  by  a vote  which  would  give 
proof  of  its  permanence. 

I The  question  of  graduation,  for  instance,  was  in- 
timately connected  with  this  subject.  But  he  did 
not  consider  even  that  of  so  much  importance,  as 
J that  the  question  should  be  settled  one  way  or  ano- 
ther. He  would  give  his  voice  at  once  in  favor  of 
the  graduating  system,  provided  the  question  could 
be  settled  permanently.  Dir.  B.  then  alluded  to  *he 
question  of  pre-emption  rights.  Justice  required 
! that  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  should  know 
what  was  to  be  our  established  policy;  and  that,  if 
it  was  not  intended  to  give  these  pre-emplion  rights, 
congress  should  at  once  declare  so.  He  regarded 
j the  permanent  settlement  of  these  questions,  how- 
ever, as  of  far  less  importance  than  the  mode  by 
I which  they  should  be  settled.  He  w as  ready  to  re- 
! duce  the  price  of  public  lands,  if  such  should  be  the 
: sense  of  tile  house.  He  believed  it  to  be  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  country  that  it  should  be  done,  and  he 
should  hereafter,  at  a proper  season,  have  something 
to  say  on  this  topic.  Fie  would  move  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  until  this  day 
fortnight,  in  order  that  the  states  might  be  called  in 
( their  turns  for  resolutions;  or,  if  any  member  would 
j suggest  it,  he  would  move  to  lay  the  whole  subject 
on  the  table. 

i Mr.  Bond  moved  that  the  same  be  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. Mr.  C.  Allan  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  motion;  which  were  ordered.  ’ Dir.  Huntsman 
inquired  of  the  chair  whether,  if  the  motion  to  lav 
on  the  table  prevailed,  the  effect  of  that  vote  would 
be  the  final  rejection  of  the  resolution.  The  speaker 
said  it  would  be  in  order  to  move  to  take  up  the  sub- 
ject at  any  time  when  motions  of  similar  import 
were  in  order.  Dir.  C.  Allan  moved  that  the  house 
proceed  to  the  private  orders  of  the  day.  DIr.  Bell 
lioped  the  subject  would  be  disposed  of  now. 

Mr.  Allan  objected,  and  the  speaker  thereupon 
announced  the  private  orders  of  the  day,  being  en- 
grossed private  bills, — twenty  two  of  which  were  se- 
verally read  a third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  se- 
nate for  concurrence. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  secretary'  of  the  navy,  transmitting  a 
statement  of  the  names  of  the  officers  of  the  navy 
who  have,  during  the  year  1836,  received  orders  for 
service,  and  have  asked  to  be  excused,  together  with 
the  reasons  offered  by  them  for  such  indulgence. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  Jan.  16.  The  unfinished  business  of  the 
morning  hour  was  the  petition,  presented  on  Monday 
last,  by  DIr.  Adams,  from  40  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Dover,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  in  the  state  of 
Massachusetts,  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slaverv 
and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  ofColumbia;  the 
pending  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Dir.  Law- 
ler that  the  petition  be  not  received. 

Mr.  Bynum  was  entitled  to  the  floor.  DIr.  How- 
ard requested  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Bynum),  to  "yield  the  floor  with  a view  to 
enable  him  (DIr.  H.)  to  make  another  effort  to  give 
the  states  a chance  of  getting  in  their  petitions. 
There  w’ere  more  than  half  the  states  in  the  union 
that  could  not  have  the  opportunity.  He  proposed 
to  suspend  the  rule,  to  enable  him  to  oiier  a resolu- 
tion that  the  states  be  called  for  petitions  in  reverse 
order.  DIr.  Bynum  said  he  would  have  great  plea- 
sure in  yielding  the  floor  for  that  purpose,  if  it 
should  be  understood  that  he  would  be  entitled  to 
the  floor  when  this  petition  should  next  come  up. 
He  thought  the  house  should  suspend  the  rule,  to 
enable  the  member  from  Maryland  to  submit  his 
resolution.  DIr.  Adams  said  he  hoped  the  rule 
would  not  be  suspended.  He  begged  the  house 
and  the  speaker  to  recollect  that  this  state  of 

things Mr.  W.  B.  Shepard  rose  to  a question 

of  order.  A motion  to  suspend  the  rule  he  under- 
stood not  to  be  debatable,  and  lie  lioped  the  chair 
would  enforce  the  rule.  The  speaker  said  the  mo- 
tion could  not  be  debated.  DIr.  Adams  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the 
rule;  which  were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  123, 
nays  58.  So  the  rule  was  suspended. 

DIr.  Howard  then  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  in  calling  the  states  for  petitions 
on  this  day,  the  speaker  do  call  in  the  reverse 
order,  beginning  with  the  youngest  territory. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on. 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution;  which  the  house  re- 
fused to  order. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative;  ayes  125,  noes  33. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Petitions  ami  memorials  were  now  called  for  in 
the  reverse  order  of  states  and  territories. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Ohio,  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  managers  of  the  Colonization  society  of  Frede- 
ricksburg, Ohio,  praying  congress  to  further  their 
objects  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
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Mr.  Adams  called  for  the  reading  of  the  memo- 
rial; which  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  Pinckney  moved  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the 
table,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  mo- 
tion, which  were  ordered;  and  were — yeas  130, 
nays  49;  [Me-  Wise  refused  to  vote.]  So  the  me- 
morial w«s  laid  on  the  table. 

Petitions  and  memorials  from  Ohio  having  been 
further  presented  by  Messrs.  McLcne,  Webster  and 
Whittlesey, 

Mr.  E.  Whittlesey  said,  it  having  been  the  sense 
of  the  house  that  petitions  relating  to  the  abolition 
of  slavery  should  not  be  discussed  to-day,  he  beg- 
ged to  state  that  he  had  several  such  in  his  posses- 
sion, but  that  he  refrained  from  offering  them,  under 
the  hope  that,  when  he  did  offer  them,  he  might  be 
heard  for  a few  moments,  in  relation  to  the  direc- 
tion which  he  thought  should  be  given  to  them  by 
the  house. 

The  speaker  presented  a memorial  from  the  grand 
jurors  of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  soliciting  that  hereafter  no  petitions 
may  be  received  or  entertained  by  congress  from 
societies  or  inhabitants  of  the  non-slaveholding 
states,  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Pinckney  moved  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the 
table.  Mr.  Washington  called  for  the  reading;  and 
it  was  read  accordingly.  Mr.  Graham  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pinckney, 
but  the  house  refused  to  order  them.  And  the 
question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative. So  the  memorial  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table.  Mr.  Jenifer  moved  that  the  same  be 
printed.  The  speaker  said  the  motion  was  not  now 
in  order. 

Mr.  R.  M.  Johnson  made  an  inffectual  motion  to 
suspend  the  rule  to  enable  him  to  olfer  the  follow- 
ing resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office 
and  post  roads  report  to  this  house  a joint  resolu- 
tion making  it  the  duty  of  the  postmaster  general 
to  require  the  postage  on  express  mail  letters  to  be 
paid  in  advance. 

Mr.  J.  complained  of  the  burden  imposed  on 
members  of  congress  in  the  course  of  their  of- 
ficial duties  on  account  of  postages  by  this  mail. 

Mr.  Wise  presented  the  memorial  of  David  Mel- 
ville, of  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  former  weigher 
and  gauger,  complaining  that  he  had  been  unjustly 
removed  from  his  office;  asking  congress  to  consi- 
der his  case,  and  to  adopt  such  measures  as  would 
protect  citizens  in  office  from  arbitrary  power  and 
wanton  oppression. 

The  petition,  without  having  been  read,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  commerce. 

Mr.  Jenifer  made  an  ineffectual  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rule  to  enable  him  to  offer  a resolution 
providing  that  the  memorial  of  the  grand  jurors  of 
the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, protesting  against  congress  either  receiv- 
ing or  in  any  way  entertaining  memorials  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  said  District,  as  interfering 
with  the  rights  of  others,  and  endangering  the  peace 
and  tranquillity  of  the  citizens,  be  printed. 

Mr.  Heister  presented  the  petition  of  240  fe- 
males of  his  congressional  district,  praying  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  moved  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  said  District. 

Mr.  W B.  Shepard  objected  to  its  reception. 
Mr.  S.  said  that,  whenever  a proper  opportunity  pre- 
sented itself,  it  was  his  intention  to  offer  a few  re- 
marks on  this  subject.  He  did  now  feel  disposed 
novvto  violate  the  agreement  which  had  been  made 
with  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Bynum),  that  this  discus- 
sion should  lie  over;  and  he  moved,  therefore,  that 
the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  be  post- 
poned until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Dan's  moved  to  lay  the  preliminary  motion 
of  reception  on  the  table.  Mr.  Storer  inquired  if 
the  effect  of  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  should 
it  prevail,  would  not  be  to  reject  the  petition  for 
the  time  bring.  The  speaker  said  the  effect  of  the 
motion  would  be  to  suspend  all  action,  and  to  leave 
the  petition  exactly  where  it  was.  And  the  ques- 
tion was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative; 
ayes  89,  noes  37.  So  the  preliminary  question 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lawrence  presented  the  memorial  of  George 
Hallett,  and  four  hundred  merchants  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  praying  congress  to  establish  steam  and 
other  vessels  for  the  protection  of  the  navigation  of 
ships  of  the  United  States  coming  on  our  coast  in 
the  winter. 

Mr.  L.  adverted  briefly  to  the  fearful  loss  of  life 
and  property  which  had  taken  place  on  our  coast 
during  the  last  year,  to  an  extent  unprecedented  in 
our  history.  This  loss  was  to  be  attributed  in  part 
to  the  want  of  a good  system  of  pilotage,  but  mainly 
to  the  fact  that  vessels  coming,  after  very  long 


voyages,  on  a bleak  and  wintry  coast,  and  short  of 
provisions,  required  some  protection  and  assistance 
which  their  own  crews  were  not  able  to  render. 
He  moved  that  the  petition  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  commerce,  and  expressed  a hope  that 
some  action  would  be  speedily  hao  upon  the  sub- 
ject. The  petition  was  referred  accordingly. 

[During  the  day,  a number  of  petitions  praying 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia were  presented;  which  were,  in  every  in- 
stance, met  by  the  motion  to  lay  the  preliminary 
motion  of  reception  on  the  table;  and  which  motion 
prevailed.] 

A number  of  resolutions  of  inquiry,  chiefly  re- 
lating to  the  claims  of  individuals,  were  offered 
and  several  bills  received  their  first  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  G.  Lee, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so 
far  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  as  to  include  therein  all  cases  of 
robbery,  larceny  and  theft,  on  property  driven  on 
shore,  (or  illegally  taken),  from  vessels  or  wrecks 
of  vessels  on  the  coasts  of  the  United  States,  whe- 
ther above  high  water  mark,  or  below  that  line. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parker,  the  house  adjourned. 

j Vuesday,  Jan.  17.  Mr.  Underwood  asked  the 
consent  of  the  house  to  submit  a resolution,  which 
he  desired  might  be  read  for  the  information  of  the 
house.  Mr.  Jarvis  objected  to  the  reception  of  the 
resolution,  and  to  its  reading.  Mr.  Underwood  said, 
if  the  clerk  would  return  the  resolution,  he  (Mr.  U.) 
would  state  briefly  its  substance  to  the  house. — 
Mr.  Mams  said  if  the  gentleman  from  Keutucky 
was  permitted  to  read  the  resolution,  he  (Mr.  A.) 
hoped  no  more  objection  would  be  made  to  members 
reading  papers  in  their  places. 

The  speaker  said  the  question  could  not  be  debat- 
ed. Mr.  Underwood  inquired  if  it  was  in  order  to 
make  a brief  statement  of  the  contents  of  the  reso- 
lution? The  speaker  said  it  was  in  order  so  to  do, 
but  it  was  not  in  order  to  read  the  resolution  itself. 

Mr.  Underwood  said  his  object  was  to  submit  a 
series  of  resolutions,  declaring  the  sense  of  this  house 
that  it  was  not  competent,  under  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  to  change,  alter,  expunge,  muti- 
late, or  destroy  the  journals  of  either  house  of  con- 
gress; that  the  preservation  of  the  journals  of  either 
house  of  congress  was  a subject  of  national  import- 
ance, and  a fit  subject  of  national  legislation;  that, 
after  these  journals  had  been  faithfully  kept  and 
preserved — Mr.  Cushman  called  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  to  order.  Mr.  Underwood  declared  that 
he  had  not  yet  completed  the  brief  statement  of  the 
contents  of  the  resolution,  though  he  had  nearly  done 
so.  The  chair  said  he  must  request  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  to  submit  his  motion  to  the  house. 
Mr.  Underwood  said  his  motion  was  to  suspend  the 
rule  to  enable  him  to  offer  this  resolution.  Could  he  j 
not  read  what  was  the  purport  of  that  resolution? 

The  chair  said  he  thought  not;  the  reading  of  the 
resolution  having  been  specially  objected  to.  A 
member  could  not  himself  read  what  the  clerk  was 
not  permitted  to  read. 

After  a few  further  remarks  on  the  point  of  order, 
Mr.  Jarvis,  with  aview  tosave  the  time  ot  the  house, 
withdrew  his  objection  to  the  reading  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

The  same  was  accordingly  read,  and  is  as  follows: 

“Resolved  by  the  house  of  representatives.  That  the 
3d  clause  of  the  5th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the 
constitution,  in  the  following  words,  to  wit:  ‘each 
house  shall  keep  a journal  of  its  proceedings,  and, 
from  time  to  time,  publish  the  same,  excepting  such 
parts  as  may,  in  their  judgment,  require  secrecy; 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  of  either 
house  on  any  question  shall,  at  the  desire  of  one-fifth 
of  those  present,  be  entered  on  the  journal,’  confers 
no  power  whatever  on  either  house  of  congress,  at  a 
subsequent  session,  to  change,  alter,  deface,  ex- 
punge, or  destroy  its  journal,  or  any  part  thereof, 
when  the  same  has  been  regularly  and  faithfully  kept 
during  a previous  session,  and  duly  published. 

“Resolved,  further.  That  the  journals  of  both 
houses  of  congress,  kept  and  published  as  aforesaid, 
after  the  adjournment  sine  die,  become  national  ar- 
chives, and  that  all  attempts  and  acts  of  either  house 
separately,  or  of  both  by  joint  resolution,  to  change, 
alter,  deface,  expunge,  or  destroy,  either  journal,  or 
any  part  thereof,  are  violations  of  the  constitution. 

“ Resolved , That  the  preservation  of  the  national 
archives  from  mutilation,  disfiguration,  and  destruc- 
tion, is  a fit  subject  of  legislation. 

“Wherefore  resolved.  That  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary  be  directed  to  report  a bill,  providing  for 
the  deposite  of  the  original  journals  of  each  house 
after  their  adjournment  sine  die,  in  the  office  of  the 
secretary  of  state;  and  for  the  punishment  of  every 
and  all  persons,  their  aiders  and  abettors,  who  shall 
alter,  change,  deface,  expunge,  or  destroy,  any  part 
of  either  journal  after  such  adjournment.” 


Mr.  Morgan  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion  to  suspend,  which  were  ordered,  and  were, 
yeas  77,  nays  118.  So  the  rule  was  not  suspended. 

A number  of  reports  were  received  from  different 
committees  on  the  petitions  of  individuals,  and  ap- 
propriately disposed  of,  and  some  business  trans- 
acted which  will  be  noticed  in  its  progress,  alter 
which  the  house  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  the  morning  hour,  being  the  resolution  of 
Mr.  C.  Mian,  providing  that  certain  grants  of  the 
public  domain  be  made  to  such  states  as  have  not 
yet  received  them;  together  with  the  several  amend- 
ments thereto  proposed. 

The  pending  question  was  on  the  motion  hereto- 
fore submitted  by  Mr.  Boyd,  to  lay  the  resolution 
and  amendments  on  the  table,  on  which  motion  the 
yeas  and  nays  had  been  heretofore  ordered,  and  hav- 
ing been  now  taken,  were — yeas  114,  nays  82. 

So  the  resolution  and  amendments  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Thomas  moved  to  postpone  the  orders  of  the 
day,  lor  the  purpose  of  taking  up  at  this  time  the 
bill  from  the  senate  to  provide’for  the  admission  of 
the  state  of  Michigan  into  the  union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  states. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered;  and  were — yeas 
127,  nays  71.  [Two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affir- 
mative.] So  the  rule  was  not  suspended. 

The  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
following  resolution,  heretofore  offered  by  Mr. 
Wise: 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  president’s  message 
as  relates  to  the  “condition  of  the  various  executive 
departments,  the  ability  and  integrity  with  which 
they  have  been  conducted,  the  vigilant  and  faithful 
discharge  of  the  public  business  in  all  of  them,  and 
and  the  causes  of  complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at 
the  manner  in  which  they  have  fulfilled  the  objects 
of  their  creation,”  be  referred  to  a select  committee, 
to  consist  of  nine  members,  with  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers,  and  with  instructions  to  in- 
quire into  the  condition  of  the  various  executive- 
departments,  the  ability  and  integrity  with  which 
they  have  been  conducted,  into  the  manner  in  which 
the  public  business  has  been  discharged  in  all  of 
them,  and  into  all  causes  of  complaint,  from  any 
quarter,  at  the  manner  in  vv hich  said  departments, 
or  their  bureaus  or  offices,  or  any  of  their  officers 
or  agents  of  every  description  whatever,  directly  or 
indirectly  connected  with  them  in  any  manner,  offi- 
cially or  unofficially,  in  duties  pertaining  to  the  pub- 
lic interest,  have  fulfilled  or  failed  to  accomplish  the 
objects  of  their  creation,  or  have  violated  their  du- 
ties, or  have  injured  or  impaired  the  public  service 
and  interest;  and  that  said  committee,  in  its  inqui- 
ries, may  refer  to  such  periods  of  time  as  to  them 
may  seem  expedient  and  proper. 

To  which  resolution  it  will  be  recollected  Mr.  B. 
J.  Pearce  offered  an  amendment;  for  which  Mr. 
French  had  offered  a substitute. 

Mr.  McKeon  addressed  the  house  at  some  length 
in  opposition  to  the  resolution,  and  in  favor  of  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  D.  J.  Pearce.  Mr.  Jenifer  also 
spoke  at  great  length  in  favor  of  the  original  resolu- 
tion, and  in  reply  to  the  remarks  heretofore  made  by 
Mr.  Hamer.  Mr.  Vanderpoel  said  he  took  it  for 
granted  that  those  gentlemen  who  had  made  speech- 
es in  favor  of  the  appointment  of  this  committee, 
and  those  who  proposed  it,  were  in  earnest;  and 
were  desirous  to  have  it  done  immediately,  in  order 
that  the  work  of  investigation  might  go  on,  and 
something  effectual  might  be  done  before  the  ter- 
mination of  the  session. 

We  shall  talk  (said  Mr.  V.)  to  the  end  of  the 
session,  and  then,  what  would  those  who  originat- 
ed the  resolution  say?  They  would  say,  you  made 
your  long  speeches  to  the  end  of  the  session,  and 
we  had  no  time  allowed  us.  For  the  purpose  of 
obviating  these  objections,  and  in  order  to  give  to 
the  friends  of  this  investigation  the  broadest  power 
that  they  could  wish,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of 
doing  justice  to  the  administration  party,  and  of 
saving  them  from  the  imputation  that  would  rest 
upon  them  if  this  inquiry  were  not  allowed,  he 
would  move  the  previous  question. 

After  some  little  conversation  between  Mr.  Wise 
and  Mr.  Vanderpoel,  the  latter  gentleman  withdrew 
his  motion,  on  the  pledge  of  the  former  that  he 
would  renew  it. 

Mr.  Wise  then  briefly  addressed  the  house  against 
the  course  which  had  been  pursued  in  relation  to 
this  resolution,  and  concluded  by  renewing  the  mo- 
tion for  the  previous  question — wrhich  was  ordered. 
The  main  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  resolu- 
tion carried;  ayes  165,  nays  9. 

Mr.  Bell  gave  notice  that  he  intended  to  renew  the 
motion  he  had  heretofore  made  for  leave  to  brine-  in 
a bill  to  secure  the  freedom  of  elections.  On  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Graves,  the  house  adjourned. 
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Wednesday,  Jan.  18.  After  receiving  reports  [ 
and  resolutions,  the  house  proceeded  to  dispose  of 
the  unfinished  business  on  the  speaker’s  table. 

A resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Hawes,  providing 
that  all  memorials,  &c.  on  the  subject  of  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery,  should  be  laid  on  the  table,  without 
being  referred  or  printed,  and  that  no  further  action 
should  be  had  thereon,  was  adopted  (debate  having 
been  cut  off  by  the  previous  question),  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote:  yeas  129,  nays  69. 

Several  engrossed  bills  were  read  a third  time, 
and  passed;  and  the  consideration  of  sundry  other 
bills,  on  their  second  reading,  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  mileage  of  mem- 
bers of  congress  coming  up  in  its  order, 

The  previous  question  was  moved  and  seconded. 
The  main  question,  being  on  the  engrossment  of 
the  bill,  was  put,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a third  reading:  yeas  186,  nays  16. 

The  house,  by  a vote  of  yeas  86,  nays  110,  refused 
to  commit  the  bill  providing  for  the  admission  of 
Michigan  into  the  union;  and  the  same  comes  up 
in  the  order  of  business  to-morrow. 

Thursday’s  proceedings. 

In  the  senate.  Hon.  Thomas  Clayton,  senator  elect 
from  the  state  of  Delaware,  appeared,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  through  Andrew  Jack- 
son,  jr.  his  private  secretary: 

To  the  senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  senate 
dated  the  16th  instant,  I transmit  a copy  and  a trans- 
lation of  a letter  addressed  to  me  on  the  4th  July 
last,  by  the  president  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  and 
a copy  of  my  reply  to  the  same  on  the  4th  of  Sep- 
tember. No  other  communication  upon  the  subject 
of  the  resolution  referred  to,  has  been  made  to  the 
executive  by  any  other  foreign  government,  or  by 
any  person  claiming  to  act  in  behalf  of  Mexico. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Washington,  January  18,  1837. 

[translation.] 

The  president  of  the  Mexican  Republic  to  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

To  his  excellency  general  Andrew  Jackson, 

president  o f the  United  States  of  America . 

Columbia,  (in  Texas),  July  4,  1836. 

Much  esteemed  sir:  In  fulfilment  of  the  du- 

ties which  patriotism  and  honor  impose  upon  a pub- 
lic man,  I came  to  this  country  at  the  head  of  six 
thousand  Mexicans.  The  chances  of  war,  made  in- 
evitable by  circumstances,  reduced  me  to  the  con- 
dition of  a prisoner,  in  which  I still  remain,  as  you 
may  have  already  learned.  The  disposition  evinced 
by  general  Samuel  Houston,  the  commander-in- 
chief of  the  Texian  army,  and  by  his  successor,  gen. 
Thomas  J.  Rusk,  forthe  termination  of  the  war — the 
decision  of  the  president  and  cabinet  of  Texas  in 
favor  of  a proper  compromise  between  the  contend- 
ing parties,  and  my  own  conviction,  produced  the 
conventions  of  which  I send  you  copies  enclosed, 
and  the  orders  given  by  me  to  general  Filisola,  my 
second  in  command,  to  retire  from  the  river  Brassos, 
where  he  was  posted,  to  the  other  side  of  the  river 
Bravo  del  Norte. 

As  there  was  no  doubt  that  gen.  Filisola  would 
religiously  comply,  as  far  as  concerned  himself,  the 
president  and  cabinet  agreed  that  I should  setoff  for 
Mexico,  in  order  to  fulfil  the  other  engagements; 
and,  with  that  intent,  I embarked  on  board  the 
schooner  Invincible,  which  was  to  carry  me  to  the 
port  of  Vera  Cruz.  Unfortunately,  however,  some 
indiscreet  persons  raised  a mob,  which  obliged  the 
authorities  to  have  me  landed  by  force,  and  brought 
back  into  strict  captivity.  This  incident  has  pre- 
vented me  from  going  to  Mexico,  where  I should 
otherwise  hade  arrived  early  in  last  month:  and  in 
consequence  of  it,  the  government  of  that  country, 
doubtless  ignorant  of  what  has  occurred,  has  with- 
drawn the  command  of  the  army  from  gen.  Filisola, 
and  has  ordered  his  successor,  gen.  Urrea,  to  con- 
tinue its  operations.  In  obedience  to  which  order 
that  general  is,  according  to  the  latest  accounts,  al- 
ready at  the  river  Nueces.  In  vain  have  some  re- 
flecting and  worthy  men  endeavored  to  demonstrate 
the  necessity  of  moderation,  and  of  my  going  to 
Mexico,  according  to  the  convention;  but  the  ex- 
citement of  the  public  mind  has  increased  with  the 
return  of  the  Mexican  army  to  Texas.  Such  is  the 
state  of  things  here  at  present.  The  continuation 
of  the  war,  and  of  its  disasters,  is  therefore  inevita- 
ble, unless  the  voice  of  reason  be  heard,  in  proper 
time,  from  the  mouth  of  some  powerful  individual. 
It  appears  to  me  that  you.  sir,  have  it  in  your  pow- 
er to  perform  this  good  office,  by  interfering  in  fa- 
vor of  the  execution  of  the  said  convention,  which 


shall  be  strictly  fulfilled  on  my  part.  When  I offer- 
ed to  treat  with  this  government,  I was  convinced 
that  it  was  useless  for  Mexico  to  continue  the  war. 

I have  acquired  exact  information  respecting  this 
country,  which  I did  not  possess  four  months  ago. 

I have  too  much  zeal  forthe  interests  of  my  country 
to  wish  for  any  thing  which  i3  not  compatible  with 
them.  Being  always  ready  to  sacrifice  myself  for 
its  glory  and  advantage,  I never  would  have  hesitat- 
ed to  subject  myself'to  torments  or  death,  rather 
that  consent  to  any  compromise,  if  Mexico  could 
thereby  have  obtained  the  slightest  benefit.  I am 
firmly  convinced  that  it  is  proper  to  terminate  this 
question  by  political  negotiation;  that  conviction 
alone  determined  me  sincerely  to  agree  to  what  has 
been  stipulated;  and,  in  the  same  spirit,  I make  to 
you  this  frank  declaration.  Be  pleased,  sir,  to  favor 
me  by  a like  confidence  on  your  part;  afford  me  the 
satisfaction  of  avoiding  approaching  evils,  and  of 
contributing  to  that  good  which  my  heart  advises. 
Let  us  enter  into  negotiations  by  which  the  friend- 
ship between  your  nation  and  the  Mexican  may  be 
strengthened,  both  being  amicably  engaged  in  giv- 
ing being  and  stability  to  a people  who  are  desirous 
of  appearing  in  the  political  world;  and  who,  under 
the  protection  of  the  two  nations,  will  attain  its  ob- 
ject within  a few  years. 

The  Mexicans  are  magnanimous  when  treated 
with  consideration.  I will  clearly  set  before  them 
the  proper  and  humane  reasons  which  require  noble 
and  frank  conduct  on  their  part,  and  I doubt  not 
that  they  will  act  thus  as  soon  as  they  have  been 
convinced. 

By  what  I have  here  submitted,  you  will  see  the 
sentiments  which  animate  me;  and  with  which  I 
remain  vour  most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 
ANTONIO  LOPEZ  DE  SANTA  ANA. 

The  president  of  the  United  Stales  to  the  president 
of  the  Mexican  republic. 

Hermitage,  September  4,  1836. 

To  gen.  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Ana: 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  4th  of  July  last,  which 
has  been  forwarded  tome  by  general  Samuel  Hous- 
ton, under  cover  of  one  from  him,  transmitted  by 
an  express  from  general  Gaines,  who  is  in  com- 
mand of  the  United  States  forces  on  the  Texian 
frontier.  The  great  object  of  these  communica- 
tions appears  to  be  to  put  an  end  to  the  disasters 
which. necessarily, attend  the  civil  war  now  raging 
in  Texas,  and  asking  the  interposition  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  in  furthering  so  humane  and  desirable  a 
purpose.  That  any  well-intended  effort  of  yours 
in  aid  of  this  object  should  have  been  defeated,  is 
caculated  to  excite  the  regret  of  all  who  justly 
appreciate  the  blessings  of  peace,  and  who  take  an 
interest  in  the  causes  which  contribute  to  the  pros- 
perity of  Mexico  in  her  domestic  as  well  as  her 
foreign  relations. 

The  government  of  the  U.  States  is  ever  anxious 
to  cultivate  peace  and  friendship  with  all  nations. 
But  it  proceeds  on  the  principle  that  all  nations  have 
the  right  to  alter,  amend  or  change  their  own  govern- 
ment, as  the  sovereign  power,  the  people,  may  di- 
rect. In  this  respect,  it  never  interferes  with  the 
policy  of  other  powers,  nor  can  it  permit  any  on  the 
part  of  others  with  its  internal  policy.  Consistently 
with  this  principle,  whatever  we  can  do  to  restore 
peace  between  contending  nations,  or  remove  the 
causes  of  misunderstanding,  is  cheerfully  at  the  ser- 
vice of  those  who  are  willing  to  rely  upon  our  good 
offices  as  a friend  or  mediator. 

In  reference,  however,  to  the  agreement  which 
you,  as  the  representative  of  Mexico,  have  made 
with  Texas,  and  which  invites  the  interposition  of 
the  United  States,  you  will  at  once  see  that  we  are 
forbidden,  by  the  character  of  the  communications 
madb  to  us  through  the  Mexican  minister,  from  con- 
sidering it.  That  government  has  notified  us  that, 
as  long  as  you  are  a prisoner,  no  act  of  yours  will 
be  regarded  as  binding  by  the  Mexican  authorities. 
Under  these  circumstances,  it  will  be  manifest  to 
you  that  good  faith  to  Mexico,  as  well  as  the  gene- 
ral principle  to  which  I have  adverted,  as  forming 
the  basis  of  our  intercouse  with  all  foreign  powers, 
make  it  impossible  for  me  to  take  any  step  like  that 
you  have  anticipated.  If,  however,  Mexico  should 
signify  her  willingness  to  avail  herself  of  our  good 
offices  in  bringing  about  the  desirable  result  you 
have  described,  nothing  could  give  me  more  plea- 
sure than  to  devote  my  best  services  to  it.  To  be 
instrumental  in  terminating  the  evils  of  civil  war, 
and  in  substituting  in  their  stead  the  blessings  of 
peace,  is  a divine  privilege.  Every  government, 
and  tbe  people  of  all  countries,  should  feel  it  their 
highest  happiness  to  enjoy  an  opportunity  of  thus 
manifesting  their  love  of  each  other,  and  their  in- 
terest in  the  general  principles  which  apply  to  them 
all  as  members  of  the  common  family  of  man. 


Your  letter  and  that  of  general  Houston,  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  Texian  armv,  will  be  made 
the  basis  of  an  early  interview  with  the  Mexican 
minister,  at  Washington.  They  will  hasten  my  re- 
turn to  Washington,  to  which  place  I will  set  out  in 
a few  days,  expecting  to  reach  it  by  the  1st  of  Oct. 
In  the  mean  time,  I hope  Mexico  and  Texas,  feel- 
ing that  war  is  the  greatest  of  calamities,  will  pause 
before  another  campaign  is  undertaken,  and  tin  add 
to  the  number  of  those  scenes  of  bloodshed  wVJch 
have  already  marked  the  progress  of  their  contest, 
and  have  given  so  much  pain  to  their  Christian 
friends  throughout  the  world. 

This  is  sent  under  cover  to  gen.  Houston,  who 
will  give  it  a safe  conveyance  to  you.  I am,  very 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

The  message  and  documents  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Preston  made  some  remarks  upon  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  affairs  in  Texas  and  Mexico,  and 
urged  the  propriety  and  justice  of  immediately  re- 
cognizing the  independence  of  Texas.  Mr.  Wal- 
ker concurred  with  Mr.  Preston.  Mr.  Calhoun  also 
expressed  himself  willing  to  vote  for  the  inde- 
pendence of  Texas,  and  the  earlier  the  better. — 
The  message  and  documents  were  then  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  remainder  of  this  day’s  sitting  was  chiefly 
devoted  to  private  bills. 

In  the  house  of  representathes,  after  the  expiration 
of  the  hour  devoted  to  the  reception  of  bills,  resolu- 
tions, &c.  the  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Michigan,  the  ques- 
tion being  on  ordering  it  to  a third  reading.  Mr. 
Thomas  then  addressed  the  house  in  favor  of  and 
Mr.  Hardin  against  the  bill — after  which  the  house 
adjourned. 


DOMESTIC  CHRONICLE. 

Morris  canal  and  bunlcing  company.  It  is  stated  in 
a communication  in  the  “New  York  American.” 
thatthe  directors  of  this  company  have  made  an  ar- 
rangement with  another  incorporated  company, 
whereby  they  will  secure  an  income  of  six  per 
cent,  upon  the  entire  cost  of  the  canal  and  the 
works  connected  with  it  for  the  next  five  years,  and 
provisionally  for  ten. 

Attempt  to  rob  the  mail.  The  United  States  mail 
between  Washington  city  and  Georgetown,  is  carri- 
ed oil  horseback,  by  a boy  of  about  17  years  old. — 
On  Friday  evening  the  13th  inst.  he  was  attacked 
by  robbers,  who  seized  the  mail  bag  and  would  have 
made  off  with  it  had  they  not  been  frightened  off  by 
the  arrival  of  a young  man  who  most  seasonably 
“came  to  the  rescue.” 

Mortality  in  New  York.  The  total  number  of 
deaths  in  the  city  of  New  York  during,  the  year 
1S36,  was  8,009,  being  917  more  than  in  the  year 
1835.  Precisely  one-eighth  of  the  whole  number 
took  place  at  the  public  institutions.  There  were 
89  deaths  by  apoplexy,  40  by  burning,  9 by  cancer, 
114  casualty,  1,514  by  consumption,  90  by  drown- 
ing, 503  by  scarlet  fever,  3 by  hydrophobia,  75  by- 
intemperance,  10  by  lock-jaw,  453  by  measles,  173 
by  small  pox,  33  by  suicide,  See.  &c. 

In  1835  the  deaths,  according  to  the  population, 
were  one  out  of  every  thirty-eight,  and  in  1836  one 
out  of  every  thirty-four. 

Mortality  in  Baltimore.  According  to  the  report 
of  the  health  office,  the  number  of  interments  in 
the  city  of  Baltimore  for  the  year  1836,  was  2,374. 
Among  them  there  were  two  white  women,  one 
aged  102  and  one  112  years!  Also  six  free  colored 
women  aged  120,  111,  105, 100,  100,  100  years. 

Express  mail.  The  editor  of  the  New  York 
“Courier  and  Enquirer”  has  established  a private 
express  mail  between  that  city  and  Washington. 
This  liberal  enterprise  is  undertaken  as  a small 
return  for  the  unprecedented  patronage  bestowed 
on  that  paper. 

Maryland  finances.  The  revenue  proper  of  this 
state  for  the  year  1836,  amounts  to  $414,650  72, 
to  which  may  be  added  for  revenue  accruing  before 
1826,  but  actually  received  within  the  last  fiscal 
year,  the  sum  of  $31,029  46.  The  actual  expenses 
of  the  state  (including  $4,065  97  to  the  sinking 
fund  and  $11,218  80  to  the  public  buildings,  and 
including  stocks  purchased  in  rail  roads  and  canal 
companies)  amount  to  $379,819  75. 

Fires  in  Boston.  There  were  in  1836,  two  hun- 
dred and  eight  alarms,  seventy  of  which  wore  false 
— twenty-seven  out  of  the  city,  and  twenty-nine 
caused  by  the  burning  of  chimneys.  Forty-four 
fires  and  attempts  to  fire,  are  supposed  to  have  been 
caused  by  incendiaries.  The  estimated  amount  of 
property  destroyed  is  $151,000,  on  which  there 
was  $62,800  insured. 
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{X5*In  the  senate  of  the  U.  States  a bill  was  passed 
on  Thursday  last,  by  a vote  of  25  ayes  to  18  nays,  (see 
page  352)  which  virtually  repeals  the  late  obnoxious 
treasury  order  relative  to  payments  for  the  public  lands. 
The  bill  was  reported  from  the  committee  on  pub- 
lic lands  by  Mr.  Walker , and  provided  that  the 
United  States  should  receive  the  paper  of  such  banks 
only  as  from  this  time  issue  no  notes  of  less  than  $5, 
and  of  none  issuing  less  than  $10  after  the  30th  of 
December  1839 — but  was  amended  on  its  final  pas- 
sage, on  motion  of  Mr.  Hives,  by  extending  the  pro- 
hibition to  the  notes  of  banks  issuing  notes  of  less 
than  $20  after  the!  )t)ii  of  December,  1841.  It  also 
places  certain  restrictions  upon  the  deposite  banks, 
under  the  directioh'of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

That  this  bill  will  pass  the  house,  we  cannot  per- 
mit ourselves  to  doubt— and  we  may  therefore,  in 
advance,  congratulate  the  country  upon  the  prospect 
of  a speedy  removal  of  those  difficulties  which  have 
embarrassed  every  honorable  branch  of  industry  and 
enterprise. 

09* We  have  published  the  memorial  of  William 
B.  Lloyd,  esq.  of  Ohio,  (the  individual  who  was  ar- 
rested in  the  gallery  of  the  senate  at  the  instigation 
of  Mr.  Benton,  on  the  charge  of  having  “ hissed ” 
on  the  passage  of  the  expunging  resolution)  and 
his  card  complaining  of  the  refusal  of  Mr.  Morris, 
of  Ohio,  to  present  it  to  the  senate.  We  have  also, 
in  justice  to  the  latter  gentleman,  published  his  ex- 
planation of  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  de- 
cline the  request — see  page  24S. 

Another  communication  from  Mr.  Lloyd  has 
been  received  for  publication  by  the  editors  of  the 
“National  Intelligencer,”  in  which  he  replies  to 
the  statements  made  on  the  tloor  of  the  senate  by 
Mr.  Morris,  reaffirming  what  he  had  before  said 
in  reference  to  his  communication  with  the  senator, 
and  his  refusal  to  present  his  memorial:  stating 
that  his  statement  and  Mr.  Morris’,  closely  exa-' 
mined,  do  not  in  fact  conflict,  only  appearing  to  do 
so  from  the  ambiguity  of  the  language  in  that  gen- 
tleman’s explanation.  In  reference  to  the  invi- 
tation from  another  quarter,  to  persist  in  presenting 
the  memorial,  he  says — “As  to  the  proposition  of 
the  honorable  Mr.  Benton  to  the  senate,  for  a 
further  investigation  of  the  matter,  I have  nothin* 
to  do  with  it.  That  body  will  do  as  it  deems  fit° 
and  if  senators  wish  me  to  answer  any  questions 
under  oath,  I am  ever  ready;  but  so  far  from  at- 
tempting again  to  demand  a hearing,  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  specimen  I witnessed  on  Monday  night 
of  their  mode  of  administering  justice,  is  sufficient 
to  show  me  that  I have  erred  in  hoping  for  any 
thing  of  the  kind.” 

Michigan.  On  Wednesday  last  the  bill  for  the 
admission  of  Michigan  into  the  union,  passed  the 
house  of  representatives,  and  on  the  followin*- day- 
received  the  sanction  of  the  president,  and  became 
a law  ol  the  land.  On  the  same  day  Messrs. 
Lyon  and  Norvell  the  senators,  and  Mr.  Crary  the 
representative,  of  the  new  state  took  the  oaths  of 
office  and  their  seats  in  the  respective  houses. 
The  union  now  comprises  twenty-six  states,  pre- 
cisely double  the  number  on  the  Declaration  of  our 
Independence. 

Departure  of  Santa  Ana.  This  officer  and 
suit,  arrived  in  Baltimore  on  Thursday  last,  and  in 
the  afternoon  departed  for  Norfolk  in  the  steamboat, 
irom  whence,  it  is  said,  he  is  to  proceed  to  Vera  Cruz 
in  one  of  the  U.  States’  vessels.  During  his  stay  in 
Washington  he  had  several  interviews  with  the 
president  and  wa3  treated  with  much  courtesy.  It 
is  not  known,  however,  whether  any  thing  was 
settled  in  relation  to  the  object  of  his  visit;  but 
his  departure  was  not  expected  a few  days  since; 
for  we  see  it  stated  in  the  “Intelligencer,”  that  it 
was  understood  he  was  to  dine  at  the  president’s 
on  Thursday  in  company  with  a large  official  and 
diplomatic  party.  It  is  presumed,  however,  that  he 
departed  with  the  knowledge  ot  the  president;  or 
he  could  not  be  conveyed  from  the  country  in  a pub- 
lic vessel. 

It  is  probable  that  Santa  Ana’s  departure  has  been 
hastened  by  the  peculiar  condition  of  affairs  in  Mex- 
ico; as  by  the  iast  accounts,  Bustamente  had  been 
called  to  the  head  of  affairs,  and  Santa  Ana  declared 
an  ou'liw,  and  all  persons  Invited  to  shoot  him 
should  hi  again  appear  in  the  Mexican  territory.— 
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The  last  report  is,  probably,  unfounded;  but  it  is  cer- 
tain that  Bustamente  dreads  the  arrival  of  Santa  Ana, 
whose  party  is  still  powerful.  In  the  last  “Regis- 
ter” we  announced  the  arrival  of  Gorostiza  at  the 
city  of  Mexico.  On  his  arrival  judge  Ellis,  the  mi- 
nister of  the  United  States,  demanded  his  passports 
and  left  the  city  on  the  28th  ult. — according  to  one 
account,  without  them.  If  they  were  withheld,  it 
is  rightly  inferred  that  the  Mexican  government  was 
in  possession  of  the  faetthat  the  troops  of  the  United 
States  had  been  ordered  to  repass  into  our  own  ter- 
ritory, and  hence  was  unwilling  further  to  interrupt 
the  relations  of  the  two  countries;  for  it  is  not  to  be 
supposed  that  that  government,  with  a knowledge  of 
that  fact,  would  increase  the  difficulties  with  which 
she  is  surrounded,  by  creating  a new  belligerent 
enemy. 

Great  preparations  mere  making  in  Mexico  to 
open  the  spring  campaign  against  the  Texians  with 
vigor.  The  troops  amount  to  about  16,000,  well 
clothed  and  amply  provided  for.  General  Busta- 
inente  at  a procession  of  monks,  priests,  &c.  swore 
extermination  to  every  being  he  could  find  in 
Texas,  without  regard  to  age  or  sex. 

A letter,  under  date  of  January  3,  from  Vera 
Cruz,  states  that  California  has  declared  her  inde- 
pendence of  Mexico.  If  true  the  Mexican  troops 
may  be  diverted  from  the  contemplated  campaign 
in  Texas. 

Filasola  had  been  tried,  and  would  have  been 
condemned  if  the  common  people  had  not  shown  a 
disposition  to  protect  him  at  all  hazards. 

By  an  arrival  from  Tobasco  we  learn  that  Guitierez 
of  the  federal  army,  was  about  entering  that  place 
with  a force  of  about  1,600  men.  It  was  believed 
that  he  would  meet  with  but  a slight  resistance. 
The  American  consul  at  Tobasco  had  arrived  at 
New  Orleans,  having  left  it  in  consequence  of  the 
misunderstanding  with  Mexico. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Ellis  has  arrived  at  Pensacola  in  the 
U.  S.  ship  Boston.  hAff- 

Recognition  of  the  indf.pf.ndance  of 
Mexico  by  Spain.  The  Courrier  des  Etas  Unis, 
(of  New  York),  contains  an  article  from  the  Paris 
Sun,  which  is  thus  translated  in  the  N.  York  Even- 
ing Post,  and  is  at  this  moment  of  a good  deal  of 
interest: 

“Spain  has  done  an  act  of  justice  and  wisdom  in 
determining  to  recognise,  at  length,  the  indepen- 
dence of  her  ancient  colonies  in  South  America. — - 
The  assembly  of  the  cortes,  in  the  discussion  which 
took  place  on  this  important  question,  offered  a 
spectacle  of  the  highest  interest.  Never  had  it  been 
so  full;  one  hundred  and  forty  deputies  were  pre- 
sent, and  the  resolution  was  adopted  without  a sin- 
gle voice  raised  against  it.  The  treaty  with  Mex- 
ico had  been  already  prepared  and  signed,  subject 
to  the  ratification  of  the  cortes.  This  measure  had 
been  taken  to  avoid  all  delay.  It  is  not  generally 
known  that  the  negotiations  with  the  diplomatic 
agents  of  Venezuela  have  been  broken  off,  the 
Spanish  government  not  being  willing  to  renounce 
the  indemnities  justly  due  by  those  of  the  American 
states,  which,  like  Venezuela,  have  confiscated 
Spanish  property  during  the  war  of  the  revolution. 
The  case  was  different  with  Mexico,  the  inde- 
pendence of  which  is  therefore  declared  without 
any  condition.” 

Gen.  Scott  has  completed  his  defence  before  the 
military  court  at  Frederick,  which  has  been  laidbe- 
fore  the  public  through  the  “National  Intelligen- 
cer,” whose  reporter  was  present  at  its  delivery. — 

It  is  an  eloquent  and  able  production,  and  though  of 
great  length  shall  be  speedily  inserted. 

The  court  will  now  proceed  regularly  with  the 
case  of  gen.  Gaines,  wh  ose  defence,  when  delivered, 
shall  also  have  a place  in  our  pages. 

We  have  purposely  abstained  from  noticing  the 
highly  graphic  sketchos  of  the  personages  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court  c-f  inquiry  which  have  appeared 
in  the  Baltimore  papers;jbut  will,  on  the  conclusion  of 
the  trial,  present  an  abstract  from  the  official  account 
of  the  testimony  for  the  information  of  our  readers. 

Florida.  In  addition  to  the  information  con- 
tained in  the  letters  from  general  Jesup,  we  learn 
that  he  was  in  close  pursuit  of  the  Indians,  but  as 
yet  has  not  fallen  in  with  them.  Some  negroes 


had  been  taken  by  the  friendly  Indians,  after  a 
skirmish  in  which  some  of  the  hostiles  aro  supposed 
to  have  been  killed.  A white  man  named  Jesse 
Bandy  is  stated  to  have  been  killed,  and  another 
named  Sistrunk  wounded.  There  was  much  sick- 
ness among  general  Jesup’s  volunteers,  and  the 
friendly  Indians  were  completely  broken  down. 

Cuba.  The  government  paper  of  Havana  of  the 
21st  December  contains  the  official  account  of  the 
surrender  of  the  revolted  troops  under  the  late  go- 
vernor Lorenzo,  the  departure  of  Lorenzo  in  a Bri- 
tish ship  of  war,  and  the  restoration  of  tranquility 
in  that  city  and  throughout  the  whole  island,  from 
the  energetic  measures  of  the  captain  general  Ta- 
con.  The  blockade  of  St.  Jagode  Cuba  by  the  Spa- 
nish squadron  is  officially  announced  to  be  raised. 

Burning  of  the  treasury.  We  learn  from 
the  “Intelligencer”  of  yesterday  that  immediately 
on  the  opening  of  the  circuit  court  on  Thursday 
morning,  the  court  proceeded  to  deliver  its  decision 
in  the  case  of  Richard  II.  White.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  in  this  case  the  jury  had  brought  in  a 
verdict  of  not  guilty,  on  account  of  the  statute  of 
limitations,  though  they  stated  they  believed  him  to 
have  been  guilty  of  the  charge  contained  in  the  in- 
dictment of  burning  the  treasury  building.  On  this 
verdict  the  counsel  for  R.  H.  White  had  moved  for 
the  discharge  of  his  client,  and  had  been  opposed 
by  Mr.  Key,  the  prosecuting  attorney,  on  the 
grounds  that  the  verdict  was  not  conclusive,  it  be- 
ing argumentative,  &c.  Judge  Morsf.ll  first  de- 
livered bis  opinion,  stating  his  reasons  why  he 
thought  the  verdict  should  be  set  aside.  Judge 
Thruston  next  read  his  opinion,  and  concurred  in 
sentiment  with  the  abovementioned  judge,  that  the 
verdict  should  be  set  aside,  and  a “ venire  facias  de 
novo’'  should  be  ordered.  Judge  Cranch  then  de- 
livered his  opinion,  differing  from  his  two  learned 
colleagues.  The  majority  of  the  court,  however, 
being  in  favor  of  a “venire  facias  de  novo,”  judge 
Cranch  concluded  by  stating  the  decision  of  the 
court  to  be  that  the  verdict  be  set  aside. 

In  consequence  of  this  decision,  Richard  H.  White 
remains  still  in  prison,  and  his  case  will  be  tried 
over  again. 

Case  of  Harry  While.  This  was  the  decision  of 
the  court  on  the  motion,  made  on  a former  day  by 
Mr.  Brent,  for  an  arrest  of  judgment  for  reasons  ap- 
parent on  the  record. 

Judge  Morsell  delivered  his  opinion  in  favor  of 
the  motion;  judges  Cranch  and  Thruston  then  de- 
livered severally  their  opinions,  with  the  reasons 
thereof,  against  the  motion.  The  majority  of  the 
court  therefore  decided  against  the  motion,  and 
consequently  the  verdict  of  guilty  against  Harry 
White  remains  undisturbed.  The  prisoner,  who 
was  present  in  the  court,  was  then  remanded  to 
prison,  and  will  be  brought  up  this  morning  to  re- 
ceive judgment. 

The  tariff.  Resolutions  have  been  introduc- 
ed into  both  branches  of  the  legislature  of  Pennsyl^ 
vania  deprecating,  in  strong  terms,  a repeal  of  the 
duties  established  by  the  compromise  act.  They 
will  pass,  of  course,  by  large  majorities — but  will 
be.  little  heeded  by  those  politicians  of  the  day,  who 
consider  the  triumphs  of  a party  of  more  import  - 
ance than  the  welfare  of  the  country. 

Executive  departments.  The  following  gen- 
tlemen compose  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives  in  pursu- 
ance of  Mr.  iFise’s  investigating  resolution:  Mr. 
Wise,  Mr.  Pearce,  of  Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Muhlen- 
berg, Mr.  Campbell.  Mr.  Hannegan,  Mr.  Parks, 
Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Mann,  of  N.  York,  Mr.  Chaney. 

U.  States  Bank.  A preamble  and  resolution 
appointing  a committee  to  investigate  the  manner  in 
which  the  bank  of  the  United  States  obtained  its 
charter,  and  to  inquire  if  it  has  not  violated  said  char- 
ter, passed  the  house  of  representatives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania on  Saturday  last.  The  resolution  was  passed 
by  a vote  of  82  to  11;  but  the  preamble,  which 
strongly  intimates  that  unfair  means  were  used  to 
obtain  "the  charter,  was  passed  by  a much  less  ma- 
jority, many  of  the  Van  Buren  members  voting 
against  it. 
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Gold  coinage.  Treasury  department,  Jan.  20, 
1837.  Notice  is  hereby  given,  that,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  an  act  of  congress,  approved  the  18th 
January,  1837,  all  coins  of  the  United  States,  both 
of  gold  and  silver,  bearing  the  date  of  1837,  and 
subsequent  years,  will  have  the  standard  such, 
that  of  one  thousand  parts  by  weight,  nine  hun- 
dred will  be  of  the  pure  metal,  and  one  hundred  of 
alloy;  that  the  weight  of  the  gold  coins  will  be  the 
same  as  established  by  the  act  of  June,  1834,  the 
eagle  having  the  weight  of  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  grains,  and  the  parts  in  proportion;  and  the 
weight  of  the  silver  coin  will  be  reduced,  so  as  to 
retain  the  same  quantity  of  pure  silver  as  hereto- 
fore, the  dollar  having  the  weight  of  four  hundred 
and  twelve  and  one-half  grains,  and  the  pure  parts 
in  proportion.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Ohio  senator.  William  Mien  (formerly  a re- 
presentative in  congress,  and  a friend  of  the  pre- 
sent administration)  has  been  elected  a senator  of 
the  United  States  from  the  state  of  Ohio  for  six 
years  from  the  3d  of  March  next,  to  succeed  Mr. 
Ewing,  whose  term  of  service  will  then  expire. — 
There  were  thirteen  ballotings,  on  the  last  of  which 
Mr.  Allen  received  55  votes,  and  Mr.  Ewing  52. 

Louisiana  senator.  Alexander  Mouton,  esq. 
has  been  elected,  by  a majority  of  six  votes,  to  the 
U.  S.  senate  from  the  state  of  Louisiana  in  place  of 
judge  Porter,  resigned.  Mr.  Mouton  was  one  of 
the  Van  Buren  electors  of  that  state. 

The  new  senate.  The  senate  of  the  United 
States  after  the  fourth  of  March  next,  will  stand  as 
follows: 

VAN  BUREN. 

Maine — Messrs.  Ruggles  and  Dana. 

New  Hampshire — Messrs.  Hubbard  and  Pierce. 
Connecticut — Messrs.  Niles  and  Smith. 

New  York — Messrs.  Tallmadge  and  Wright. 

New  Jersey — Mr.  Wall. 

Pennsylvania — Messrs.  McKean  and  Buchanan. 
Virginia — Messrs.  Rives  and  Parker. 

North  Carolina — Messrs.  Brown  and  Strange. 
Georgia — Messrs.  King  and  Cuthbert. 

Alabama— Messrs.  King  and  McKinley. 

Louisiana — Messrs.  Nicholas  and  Mouton. 
Mississippi — Mr.  Walker. 

Tennessee — Mr.  Grundy. 

Ohio — Messrs.  Morris  and  Allen. 

Indiana — Mr.  Tipton. 

Illinois — Messrs.  Robinson  and  Young. 

Missouri — Messrs.  Benton  and  Linn. 

Arkansas — Messrs.  Fulton  and  Sevier. 

Michigan — Messrs.  Norvel  and  Lyon— 34. 
opposition. 

New  Jersey — Mr.  Southard. 

Delaware — Messrs.  Bayard  and  Clayton. 
Maryland — -Messrs.  Kent  and  Spence. 

South  Carolina — Messrs.  Calhoun  and  Preston. 
Vermont — Messrs.  Prentiss  and  Swift. 

Rhode  Island— Messrs.  Robbins  and  Knight. 
Massachusetts — Messrs.  Webster  and  Davis. 
Mississippi — Mr.  Black. 

Tennessee— Mr.  White.- 

Kentucky — Messrs.  Clay-and  Crittenden. 

^ Indiana — Mr.  Smith— 18. 

Honorable  testimonials.  We  have  seen  the 
gwords  manufactured  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution 
of  congress  passed  Feb.  13th,  1835,  for  presentation 
to  the  officers  engaged  under  col.  Croghan  in  his  gal- 
lant and  memorable  defence  of  Fort  Stevenson. — 
They  are  six  in  number,  being  intended  for  the  old- 
est male  representatives  of  lieut.  Benjamin  John- 
son, captain  James  Hunter,  lieutenant  Cyrus  A. 
Baylor,  John  Meeks,  and  ensign  Joseph  Duncan, 
and  the  nearest  male  representative  of  the  late  en- 
sign Edmund  Shipp,  and  were  made  by  Mr.  Ro- 
bert Keyworth,  of  Washington  city,  who  has  reflect- 
ed great  credit  on  the  state  of  art  in  this  District, 
by  the  very  handsome  manner  in  which  he  has  exe- 
cuted these  costly  presents. 

The  swords,  with  the  exception  of  the  names, 
are  of  a similar  pattern.  The  handle  and  scab- 
bard are  of  solid  gold,  richly  chased.  In  form,  the 
handle  resembles  a cross,  with  flat  sides;  on  of 
which  is  the  word  “Sandusky,”  surrounded  by 
rays  in  bright  relief.  On  the  obverse  is  a plain 
scroll  for  the  inscription,  and  on  the  sides  thirteen 
stars  on  a ground  of  frost-work.  The  knob  at  the 
the  end,  has  on  one  side  a shield  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  figures  “1813;”  and  the  other  a 
military  scroll  surrounding  the  letters  “U.  S'.”  The 
guard  is  formed  of  rich  foliage-work;  ar.d  on  an 
ivy  leaf  in  the  centre  appears  the  word  “Croghan,” 
in  relieved  letters.  The  similar  leaf  on  the  op- 
posite side  being  inscribed  in  like  manner  with 


the  name  of  the  officer  for  whom  the  sword  is 
intended.  The  blade  is  richly  ornamented,  and 
bears  in  bright  letters  the  name  of  each  officer, 
with  appropriate  ornaments.  Though  the  work 
has  neither  all  the  high  finish  nor  elegance  of  de- 
sign about  it  which  we  have  observed  in  similar 
presents,  it  has  the  appearance  of  plain  yet  costly 
solidity,  in  good  taste,  and  characteristic  of  the 
purpose  and  the  occasion. 

We  understand  that  these  splendid  swords  have 
cost  the  manufacturer  near  $1,000  each;  a sum 
which  has  considerably  exceeded  that  appropriated; 
but  which,  however,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
congress  will  make  good  to  him,  as  the  work  could 
not  be  executed  in  a manner  suitable  to  the  dignity 
of  the  body  ordering  them  to  be  presented,  for  les3. 

The  same  resolution  ordering  these  swords,  di- 
rected colonel  Croghan  to  be  presented  with  a 
gold  medal,  to  which  we  think,  in  these  matter-of- 
fact  days,  there  should  have  been  added  a tract  of 
land,  or  some  other  national  reward  suitable  to  the 
importance  of  the  service  performed,  to  make  all 
these  congressional  rewards  proportioned  to  the  re- 
sponsibility and  agency  of  the  commander  and  his 
officers.  [ Georgetown  Metropolitan. 


The  banks  of  Pennsylvania.  We  publish 
to-day  a carefully  compiled  abstract  of  the  report  of 
the  auditor  general  in  relation  to  the  condition  of 
the  banks  of  this  commonwealth.  It  presents  a 
picture  calculated  to  inspire  entire  confidence  in 
the  solvency  of  the  institutions  enumerated,  and  in- 
deed we  may  well  question  if  any  banks  in  the 
union  are  better  managed,  or  are  safer  as  places  of 
deposite  than  the  banks  of  Pennsylvania.  They  all 
yield  large  dividends,  and  are  conducted  by  men  of 
high  character  and  superior  intelligence. 

There  are  17  banks  in  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  and  the  number  of  country  banks  is 
32,  making  in  all  49,  and  the  aggregate  of  the  whole 
number  is  as  follows: 

City  and  n . Whole 

county.  Country-  amount. 

Capital  stock,  $51,180,205  #7,046,630  $58,226,835 
Notes  in  emula- 
tion, 39,261,327  7,887,333  47,148,630 

Due  to  deposi- 
tors, 10,674,214  3,514,537  14,188,753 

Due  to  other 

banks,  40,644,166  1,560,425  42,204,590 

Specie  on  hand,  5,128,113  1,437,756  6,565,869 

Due  by  other 

banks,  42,682,843  2,156,160  44,839,103 

Notes  of  other 

banks,  23,731,517  1,156,829  24,888,336 

Notes  discount- 

82,375,646  14,155,508  96,531,150 


pense  of  procuring  drawings,  descriptions,  See.  at 
#53,000,  so  that,  with  sundry  incidental  expenses, 
the  whole  expense  of  thus  restoring  the  office 
would  not  exceed  #156,100.  This  the  committee 
think  the  government  may  well  afford  to  pay,  as 
this  office  has  paid  into  the  common  treasury 
$156,906  more  than  its  expenses.  The  commis- 
sioner believes  a complete  list  of  all  patents  issued 
can  be  procured.  For  the  purpose  of  thus  restor- 
ing this  important  establishment  the  committee  re- 
port the  bill  which  is  now  before  the  senate. 

A woman  buried  alive.  The  Philadelphia 
Ledger  gives  an  account  of  the  burial  of  a mulatto 
woman  in  that  city  whilst  still  living.  She  was  sup- 
posed to  be  dead,  and  about  twenty  hours  after  her 
supposed  death,  her  body  was  conveyed  to  a bury- 
ing ground.  The  mourners  departed;  and  the  grave 
digger,  a white  man,  proceeded  to  his  task  of  tilling 
up  the  grave.  He  had  thrown  a few  shovels  full  of 
clay  upon  the  coffin  when  he  thought  he  heard  a 
noise  within  the  grave;  he  listened  awhile,  then 
threw  in  a few  more  shovels  full — but  now  he  dis- 
tinctly heard  a groan  proceed  from  the  corpse. — 
Seized  with  a panic,  he  dropped  his  shovel  and  fled 
for  assistance.  The  coffin  was  after  some  time  dis- 
interred, and  the  lid  was  found  to  be  partly  forced 
off.  It  was  immediately  unscrewed,  and  the  corpse 
discovered,  not  in  the  position  in  which  it  had  been 
placed,  but  turned  round  upon  the  side,  and  show- 
ing other  evidence  of  having  been  alive  while  in  the 
grave.  It  was  taken  into  the  church  and  kept  there 
until  the  next  morning,  when  no  signs  of  life  ap- 
pearing, it  was  again  interred. 


di- 


ed, 

Unclaimed 
vidends, 
Conting.  funds, 
Real  Estate, 
Due  to  com- 
monwealth of 
Pennsylvania, 


564,947 

3,069,228 

1,747,286 


210,839 

1,028,559 

402,571 


775,806 

4,097,787 

2,149,857 


1,153,287  40,040  1,195,327 

[Philadelphia  paper. 


The  patent  office.  By  the  report  of  Mr. 
Ruggles  in  the  senate,  it  appears  that  the  destruc- 
tion of  this  great  national  repository  may  be  in  a 
good  degree  repaired.  The  number  of  patents  grant- 
ed is  about  10,000,  and  the  commissioner  believes 
that  most  of  these  may  be  obtained  and  recorded 
again.  The  whole  number  of  models  burnt  was 

7.000  and  3,000  of  the  most  important  of  them  it  is 
believed  may  be  replaced.  The  importance  of  these 
models,  both  for  the  protection  of  the  rights  of 
patentees,  and  a3  the  most  intelligible  record  of  the 
history  of  inventions,  to  enable  the  proper  officers 
to  judge  of  the  originality  of  new  inventions,  is 
distinctly  spoken  of  by  the  committee. 

There  were  also  destroyed  168  large  folio  volumes 
of  records;  26  large  port  folios,  containing  9,000 
drawings,  many  beautifully  executed,  and  very 
valuable;  10,000  original  descriptions  of  inven- 
tions, besides  caveats  arid  many  other  documents. 
There  were  also  230  volumes  of  scientific  books. 
The  report  says  the  office  co  ntained  the  largest  and 
most  interesting  collection  oir  models  in  the  world. 
No  model  had  been  preserved!  >f  Fulton’s  first  steam- 
boat, but  there  was  deposited  i 'n  the  office  a volume 
of  drawings  executed  by  his  ov  vn  hand,  embracing, 
besides  the  various  parts  of  1 us  machinery,  three 
beautiful  representations  of  his  steamboat  passing 
interesting  points  on  the  Hudson  , with  sketches  of 
the  scenery.  There  were  about  1,599  agricultural 
models;  upwards  of  2, 000  in  factor  y machinery;  and 

1.000  relating  to  navigation. 

The  sum  required  to  replace  th  * 3,000  models, 
which  would  include  the  most  desir.  'We, estimat- 
ed at  #33  each,  or  #100,000  in  the  whole;  the  ex- 


Wbeck  of  the  Mexico.  In  the  present  sheet 
we  have  published  the  report  of  the  grand  jury  of 
New  York  on  the  wreck  of  the  Mexico,  which  pre- 
sents a melancholy  picture  of  the  sufferings  ot  the 
passengers  and  crew.  A subscription  has  been 
opened  at  all  the  newspaper  offices  in  New  York, 
for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Smith,  who  with  his  sons 
and  grandsons,  so  gallantly  plunged  into  the  sea  at 
Rockaway,  in  their  little  skiff,  and  took  oft  the  only 
persons  saved  from  that  awful  disaster.  Speaking 
of  that  noble  act,  the  Philadelphia  National  Ga- 
zette says: 

The  patriarch,  with  his  sons  and  grandsons,  who, 
after  dragging  their  boat  for  miles, launched  it  into 
such  a surf  under  such  an  atmosphere  as  is  describ- 
ed by  those  who  witnessed  the  wreck  of  the  Mexico, 
and  rescued  eight  human  lives  at  the  risk  of  their 
own,  would  have  earned  statues  from  an  ancient 
state,  and  poets  w'ould  have  made  them  immortal. 
The  daily  press  can  do  little,  perhaps,  for  such 
purposes,  but  it  ought  not  to  suffer  their  exploits  to 
pass  without  emphatic  and  reiterated  commenda- 
tion. The  spirit  that  prompts  such  exertions  is  of 
the  best  and  brightest  character — noble,  brave  and 
disinterested.  Happily  for  the  honor  of  our  nature 
it  is  not  often  wanting  when  occasion  demands  its 
exercise,  though  it  is  seldom  called  into  action 
under  circumstances  so  appalling  as  those  to  which 
we  allude.  That  boat’s  crew'  deserve  to  have  their 
names  enrolled  as  public  benefactors,  and  to  re- 
ceive the  thanks  of  every  philanthropic  society 
throughout  the  union. 


Letter  from  the  president.  The  following 
letter  from  the  president  of  the  United  Slates  to 
Mrs.  Donelson,  was  received  by  her  a few  days 
previous  to  her  death. 

Washington,  A ov.  z7,  1S36. 

My  dear  Emily:  Your  kind  and  acceptable  let- 
ter of  the  11th  inst.  was  received  on  the  23d,  whilst 
I was  confined  to  my  bed  by  a severe  hemorrhage 
from  the  lungs,  which  threatened  a speedy  end  to 
my  existence;  but  with  sincere  thanks  to  a kind 
Providence,  who  holds  our  existence  hcie  in  the 
hollow'  of  his  hand,  I have  so  far  recovered  as  to  be 
able  to  write  you  this  letter,  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  yours,  and  to  offer  up  to  Him  who  made  us, 
my  most  sincere  and  hearty  thanks  for  his  kindness 
to  you  in  restoring  you  to  health  again,  and  with  my 
prayers  for  your  perfect  recovery,  and  thatyou  mav 
be  long  spared  to  superintend  the  bringing  up  and 
educating  of  your  dear  children,  and  be  a comfort  to 
your  dear  husband,  who  has  a great  solicitude  about 
you,  and  great  anxiety  to  speedily  return  to  you, 
but  my  sudden  attack  has  detained  him. 

I rejoice,  my  dear  Emily,  to  find  your  spirits  are 
good,  and  that  you  are  able  to  take  exercise  daily. 
This  is  necessary  to  your  perfect  recovery;  and  1 
trust  m a kind  Providence,  that  in  time,  you  will  be 
completely  restored  to  your  health.  You  are  j oung, 
and  with  care  and  good  treatment,  will  outgrow 
your  disease;  but  you  must  be  careful  not  to  take 
cold  this  winter,  and  as  soon  as  Dr.  Hunt  s pre- 
scription  reaches  you  I w'ould  advise  you  to  pursue 
it.  The  digitalis,  I fear,  is  too  exciting  to  the 
pulse. 
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The  doctor  tells  me  I lost  from  the  lungs,  and  by 
the  -lancet  and  cupping,  upwards  of  60  ounces  of 
blood,  which  stopped  the  hemorrhage,  without  the 
aid  ef  that  potent,  but  pernicious  remedy  to  the  sto- 
mach, sugar  of  lead.  I am  now  mending  as  fast  as 
3 could  expect,  and  if  I can  keep  clear  of  taking 
•cold  this  winter,  I hope  to  be  spared,  and  be  able  to 
return  to  the  Hermitage  in  the  spring,  and  again 
’have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  ana  your  dear  chil- 
dren, to  whom  present  me  affectionately. 

My  dear  Emily — this  chastisement  by  our  Maker 
we  ought  to  receive  as  a rebuke  from  him,  and 
thank  him  for  the  mildness  of  it — which  was  to 
bring  to  our  view,  and  that  it  may  be  always  before 
us,  that  we  are  mere  tenants  at  will  here.  And  we 
ought  to  live  daily,  so  as  to  be  prepared  to  die;  for 
we  know  not  when  we  may  be  called  home.  Then 
let  us  receive  our  chastisements  as  blessings  from 
God,  and  let  us  so  live  that  we  can  say  with  the  sa- 
cred poet: 

“What  though  the  Father’s  rod 
Drop  a chastising  stroke, 

Yet,  lest  it  wound  their  souls  too  deep, 

Its  fury  shall  be  broke. 

Deal  gently,  Lord,  with  those 
Whose  faith  and  pious  fear, 

Whose  hope,  and  love,  and  every  grace, 
Proclaim  their  hearts  sincere.” 

I must  close  with  ray  blessing  to  you  and  the 
children.  May  God  bless  you  all.  Emily  fare- 
well. Affectionately, 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Commerce  of  New  York.  The  “New  York 
Sunday  Morning  News,”  of  a late  date,  contains  the 
following  statement  prepared  by  Mr.  George  Si- 
bell,  boarding  officer  at  the  United  States  revenue 
barge  office. 


Ships. 

Barque 1 

§.g 

CO 

•SPa 

£ 

fq 

Schrs. 

Sloops. 

Total. 

Americans, 

527 

84 

701 

269 

2 

1,583 

Austrian, 

2 

4 

14 

- 

- 

20 

British, 

32 

46 

150 

137 

1 

366 

Bremen, 

11 

16 

29 

_ 

_ 

56 

Brazilian, 

_ 

1 

4 

_ 

5 

Columbian, 

_ 

_ 

5 

1 

■_ 

6 

Dutch, 

_ 

_ 

32 

_ 

_ 

32 

Danish, 

2 

1 

28 

3 

_ 

34 

French, 

4 

7 

18 

_ 

_ 

29 

German, 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

__ 

2 

Greet, 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

Hamburg, 

6 

9 

10 

- 

_ 

25 

Hanoverian, 

- 

_ 

1 

- 

0 

3 

Haytien, 

- 

_ 

3 

1 

- 

4 

Lubec, 

- 

’ - 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Mexican, 

_ 

_ 

2 

2 

_ 

4 

Mecklenburg, 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Norwegian, 

- 

- 

O 

- 

- 

3 

Portuguese, 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

3 

Prussian, 

1 

2 

12 

_ 

_ 

15 

Russian, 

1 

1 

4 

- 

_ 

6 

Swedish, 

11 

18 

37 

- 

- 

66 

Spanish, 

2 

8 

5 

- 

- 

15 

Sicilian, 

_ 

1 

6 

- 

_ 

7 

Sardinian, 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

5.99 

198 

1,072 

414 

5 

2,283 

Armed  vessels, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

2,296 

No.  of  passengers  for  1S36.]  Passengers  in 

January  . . . 1,014  1835  ....  35,303 

February  . . . 535  1834  43,111 

March  ....  7261833  ....  41,752 

April 3,353  18.32  48,589 

May  ....  14,963 1 Vessels  arrived  from  fo- 
il une 9, 494]  reign  ports  in 

July  ....  5,595' 1335  ....  2,043 

August  ....  8,7021834  1,933 

September  . . 6,600  1833  ....  1,926 

October  ....  4,S46|1S32 1,810 

November  „ . 3,6S6i 

December  . . . 1,0221 


00,541] 

The  great  rail  road.  The  project  of  ex- 
tending the  rail  road  from  Harrisburg  to  Sunbury, 
and  from  Sunbury  to  Erie,  is  one  of  the  noblest, 
most  useful  and  practicable  of  any  of  the  day. — 
One-third  of  the  whole  distance  is  nearly  completed. 
The  whole  length'from  Philadelphia,  by  the  state 
Tail  road  to  Lancaster,  the  Middletown  rail  road  to 
Harrisburg,  and  a rail  road  by  the  way  of  Sunbury 
and  Williamsport  to  Lake  Erie,  will  not  exceed 
400  miles.  The  whole  of  this  distance  can  be 


made  without  a single  inclined  plane  where  stationa- 
ry engines  must  be  used,  and  following  the  waters 
of  the  Susquehanna,  the  Sinnemahoning,  the  Tio- 
nesta,  the  Allegheny  and  the  Brokenstraw,  three- 
fourths  of  the  whole  distance  there  will  not  be  a 
plane  of  any  kind  of  an  inclination  of  50  feet  to 
the  mile.  The  state  rail  road  from  Lancaster  to 
Philadelphia,  will  have  the  highest  grades  upon  the 
whole  route.  This  alone  will  give  the  Pennsylva- 
nia rail  road  the  advantage  over  every  other  rail 
road  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  lakes,  that  has  ever 
been,  or  can  be  projected.  Its  length,  too,  is  one-filth 
less.  Besides,  it  will  run  through  one  of  the  rich- 
est mineral  regions  in  the  world.  The  products 
and  trade  of  the  great  lakes  will  not  only  seek  an 
outlet  to  the  ocean  by  this  route,  but  the  great  iron, 
as  well  as  the  bituminous  coal  region  of  the  West 
Branch,  and  the  anthracite  mountains  and  rich  agri- 
cultural vallies  of  the  Susquehanna!),  will  swell  the 
vast  stream  of  wealth,  that  will  pour  into  the  lap  of 
our  commercial  metropolis,  when  this  great  work 
shall  have  been  completed. 

{Jt5»We  have  lately  read  the  report  of  the  engi- 
neer that  surveyed  the  New  York  rail  road,  through 
the  southern  counties  of  that  state,  from  Dunkirk, 
on  Lake  Erie,  to  Tappan,  24  miles  from  the  city  of 
New  York,  on  the  Hudson  river.  The  following  is 
its  length: 

Western  part, 260  miles. 

Eastern  part,  ....  222  do. 

From  the  eastern  termination,  to  the 

city  of  New  York,  ...  24  do. 

Whole  length,  506  miles. 

Ocj*Thus,  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  route  through 
Philadelphia,  and  then  across  New  Jersey,  will  be 
nearer  to  New  York  itself,  from  her  own  termina- 
tion, Dunkirk,  than  on  her  own  rail  road,  when  it  is 
finished.  But  this  is  not  all  the  advantage  we  have 
in  distance.  Dunkirk  is  about  40  miles  farther 
down  the  lake  than  the  town  of  Erie,  and  this  dis- 
tance, added  to  the  New  York  road,  will  show,  that 
no  passengers  from  the  western  states  will  take  the 
New  York  road,  when  our  road  is  finished,  when 
Philadelphia  can  be  reached  through  Pennsylvania, 
by  a route  150  miles  shorter,  and  New  York  itself 
is  50  miles  nearer,  than  on  her  own  contemplated 
rail  road.  But  even  this  great  saving  of  distance  is 
not  our  greatest  advantage.  The  New  York  rail 
road  has  a number  of  inclined  planes.  By  the  re- 
port now  lying  before  us  we  perceive,  that  there 
are  eleven  planes,  with  an  inclination  of  50  feet  to 
the  mile.  Six  planes  with  inclinations  varying 
from  50  to  60  feet  per  mile,  and  five  having  incli- 
nations fr.om  50  to  70  feet  per  mile.  Twelve  miles 
have  a grade  of  70  feet  inclination  to  the  mile. — 
Four  miles  and  nearly  one-half  ascend  at  the  rate 
of  72  feet  per  mile.  Three-fourths  of  a mile,  at 
100  feet  per  mile;  and  more  than  one  mile  and  a 
half  at  316  feet  per  mile.  The  following  are  only 
a few  of  the  planes,  with  their  grades,  length  and 
distance  from  Tappan  on  Hudson  river,  24  miles 
from  New  York: 


Distance  from 

Length  of  the 

Inclination 

Hudson  river. 

planes. 

per  mile. 

Miles. 

Miles. 

Chains. 

Feet. 

76 

272 

100 

18S 

5 

60 

193 

5 

70 

194 

1 

61 

203 

7 

70 

207 

3 

65 

348 

4 

40 

72 

349 

1 

25 

67 

473 

1 

60 

316 

[ Harrisburgh  Lit. 


American  enterprise.  A writer  in  the  London 
Morning  Chronicle  says,  “active  measures  must  be 
resorted  to,  or  commerce  in  the  Archipelago  will  be 
at  an  end.  We  have  active  and  enterprising  rivals 
in  the  Americans,  who  will  be  glad  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  disuse  of  our  manufactures  to  introduce 
their  own.  The  trade  of  the  west  coast  of  Sumatra 
is  almost  entirely  in  their  hands,  and  their  know- 
ledge of  the  Archipelago  is  superior  to  ouroWn,  lor 
while  we  trust  to  the  natives  to  bring  the  produce 
to  market,  they  trade  in  their  own  ships,  the  com- 
manders of  which  are  generally  experienced  mer- 
chants. With  the  easternmost  islands  they  are  par- 
ticularly well  acquainted,  owing  to  their  ships  hav- 
ing formerly  been  much  employed  by  the  Dutch,  and 
they  frequently  call  there  for  the  purpose  of  pick- 
ing up  articles  for  the  China  market;  but  their  pro- 
fits cannot  at  present  be  very  great,  as  from  the 
want  of  a depot,  they  are  obliged  to  go  from  place 
to  place  to  collect  them,  which  takes  up  a consid- 
erable time.” 

American  Colonization  society.  The  hon. 
Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  has  been  unanimously  I 


elected  president  of  the  American  Colonization  so- 
ciety, in  the  room  of  ex-president  Madison,  deceas- 
ed. Annexed  is  Mr.  Clay’s  note  to  the  secretary, 
accepting  the  appointment. 

Washington,  Dec.  22,  1836. 

Dear  sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  note  of  the  19th  inst.  informing  me 
that,  at  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  American 
Colonization  society,  in  this  city,  I was  unanimous- 
ly elected  its  president.  I receive,  with  very  great 
sensibility,  this  distinguished  proof  of  the  confidence 
of  the  society,  and  request  you  to  communicate  my 
acceptance  of  the  office,  and  my  respectful  acknow- 
ledgements to  those  who  have  bestowed  it. 

Regarding  the  American  Colonization  society  as 
the  only  practical  scheme  ever  presented  to  public 
consideration  for  separating,  advantageously  to  all 
parties,  the  European  descendants  upon  this  conti- 
nent from  the  free  people  of  color,  the  descendants 
of  Africans,  with  their  own  consent,  and  of  ultimate- 
ly effecting  a more  extensive  separation  of  the  two 
races,  with  the  consent  of  the  states  and  individuals 
interested,  I shall  continue  to  cherish  the  highest 
interest  in  the  success  of  the  society,  and  will  con- 
tribute whatever  is  in  my  power  to  promote  its  pros- 
perity. I am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant,  H.  Clay. 

The  rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  &c. 


WAR  IN  FLORIDA. 

We  lay  before  our  readers  extracts  from  two  let- 
ters, dated  23d  December,  recently  received  at  the 
war  department  from  maj.  gen.  Jesup:  [Globe. 

Fort  Brooke,  Dec.  23, 1836. 

Sir:  After  writing  to  you  on  the  18th  instant,  I 
ascertained  from  my  Indian  scouts  and  spies,  whom 
I had  kept  constantly  employed  in  scouring  the 
country,  that  not  a sign  of  hostile  Indians  could  be 
discovered  at  or  near  any  of  their  strongholds  on  the 
Wythlacoochee.  All  the  trails  are  in  a south  easter- 
ly direction,  and  Powell,  if  he  has  not  been  desert- 
ed by  his  followers,  has  probably  determined  to 
draw  the  war  into  the  neighborhood  of  Mieanopy, 
Jumper  and  Philip,  to  compel  them  to  adhere  to 
him  with  their  warriors. 

As  the  enemy  could  not  be  found  where  we  ex- 
pected him,  and  the  term  of  service  of  the  Tennes- 
see volunteers  having  expired,  I determined  to  avail 
myself  of  the  movement  of  that  corps  to  send  the 
wagon  train  to  Tampa  Bay,  for  supplies  for  the  de- 
pots which  I had  found  necessary  to  establish. 

I left  brigadier  general  Armistead  in  command  of 
the  forces  on  the  Wythlacoochee,  with  orders  to 
scour  the  country  from  Fort  King  to  that  river,  and 
to  take  the  most  active  measures  to  find  the  enemy; 
and  I came  through  with  a small  escort  to  Fort 
Foster,  for  the  purpose  of  designating  the  point  to 
be  occupied  as  depots,  in  addition  to  those  already 
established. 

I have  ordered  lieutenant  colonel  Foster  to  erect 
a work  on  the  Wythlacoochee  at  the  place  where 
the  Fort  King  road  crosses  it.  It  will  be  completed 
in  a few  days,  and  a wagon  train  will  leave  here 
to-morrow  to  supply  it  with  subsistence,  forage, 
tools,  &c. 

Learning  by  express  from  colonel  Henderson  of 
the  arrival  of  commodore  Dallas,  I came  hither  to 
arrange  with  him  a plan  of  combined  operations  for 
the  campaign.  He  is  several  miles  below,  but  I ex- 
pect him  here  to-day. 

I have  established  an  abundant  depot  at  Fort  Fos- 
ter, twenty  five  miles  in  advance  of  this  place;  the 
fort  which  lieut.  col.  Foster  is  erecting  on  the 
Wythlacoochee,  is  twenty  nine  miles  in  advance 
of  Fort  Foster.  Fort  Armstrong  is  fifteen  miles 
further  north,  near  the  point  where  the  road  from 
Volusia  unites  with  the  road  to  Fort  King;  the  two 
last  posts  command  the  principal  retreats  of  the 
enemy  on  the  Wythlacoochee.  These  posts,  with 
that  near  the  mouth  of  the  Wythlacoochee,  and 
that  at  Volusia,  will  be  sufficient  for  the  present. 
****** 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  serv’t, 
(Signed)  T.  S.  JESUP. 

HEAD  QUARTERS,  ARMY  OF  THE  SOUTH, 

Fort  Brooke,  Tampa  Bay,  Dec.  23. 1836. 

Sir:  Since  I wrote  to  you  this  morning,  com. 
Dallas  has  arrived,  and  has  offered  to  furnish  men 
from  the  ships  of  war  under  his  command,  to  defend 
my  depots,  and  to  perform  any  other  service  at  the 
posts,  or  in  water  expeditions,  which  the  public  in- 
terests may  render  necessary. 

The  commodore  has  acted  on  this  occasion  with 
the  same  disinterested  and  magnanimous  zeal  which 
distinguished  his  conduct  during  the  Creek  cam- 
paign. 

His  co-opa*ation,  which  I most  readily  accept, 
will  relieve  me  from  many  embarrassments,  and  will 
enable  me  to  take  the  field  several  days  sooner  than 
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I had  hoped.  He  will  seDd  an  officer,  with  a party 

0 f sailors,  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  navigat- 

1 ng  the  Wythlacoochee,  and  will  furnish  the  force  to 
j garrison  Fort  Clinch,  on  that  river. 

= * * * * * * 

You  shall  not  be  disappointed  in  my  efforts, 
"though  you  may  be  in  their  results.  The  country 
is  so'extensive,  and  contains  so  many  hiding  places 
for  large  as  well  as  small  parties,  that  the  enemy 
may  escape  from  me. 

Major  Nelson,  with  a battalion  of  four  companies 
of  mounted  volunteers  from  Georgia,  arrived,  and 
reported  this  evening.  He  came  through  direct 
from  Fort  Clinch  to  this  place.  Two  companies  of 
his  battalion  were  retained  by  brig.  gen.  Wool  in 
the  Cherokee  country.  The  four  companies  here 
amount  to  about  two  hundred  men;  these,  with  the 
Alabama  volunteers,  will  make  my  mounted  force 
near  five  hundred  men. 

I am  greatly  embarrassed  by  the  difficulty  of  ob- 
taining laborers,  drivers  and  artificers.  If  the  war 
should  not  he  brought  to  a close  in  a few  weeks,  I 
shall  send  to  Cuba  for  mule  drivers,  and  to  New 
Jersey  for  artificers  and  laborers. 

I have  the  honor  to  he,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
TH.  S.  JESUP. 

The  hon.  B.  F.  Butler,  sec.  of  war,  Washington  city. 

A valedictory  letter  from  governor  Call  to  gen. 
Armstrong,  commanding  the  Tennessee  troops  late- 
ly serving  in  Florida,  appears  in  the  southern  pa- 
pers. It  seems  to  he  due  to  the  governor  to  pub- 
lish the  following  extract  from  it: 

Volusia,  Dec.  8,  1836. 

General:  In  retiring  from  the  command  of  the 
army  of  Florida  by  order  of  the  president  of  the  U. 
States,  there  is  nothing  which  I more  regret  than 
a separation  from  yourself  and  your  brave  compa- 
nions in  arms. 

The  important  services  rendered  by  you,  general, 
and  by  them  to  the  territory,  which  it  has  been  my 
lot  to  govern,  has  imposed  on  me  an  obligation  of 
gratitude  which  a lifetime  of  efforts  could  not  repay. 

To  leave  you,  then,  still  struggling  in  the  field, 
and  laboring,  by  your  manly  efforts,  to  render  fur- 
ther and  still  more  important  services,  fills  me  with 
a regret  which  I cannot  express. 

Deprived  of  my  command,  and  covered  with  the 
reproaches  of  the  highest  authority  of  the  country, 
it  was  my  fixed  determination  to  follow  where  I 
could  not  lead,  and  participate  with  you  in  the  re- 
maining dangers  and  privations  of  the  campaign. — 
But  here,  too,  fate  has  decreed  against  me,  and  I 
must  submit  to  my  destiny. 

My  health,  feeble  as  it  was  at  the  commencement 
and  as  it  continued  throughout  the  campaign,  is  now 
rendered  more  precarious  and  distressing  by  an  at- 
tack of  the  lungs,  from  which  I should  not  only  be 
useless  in  the  field,  but  by  which  I am  admonished 
of  the  necessity  of  seeking  relief  without  delay. 

I must  confess  there  are  other  causes  of  regret 
with  which  I retire  from  the  field.  I have  been  su- 
perseded in  command,  with  deep  and  wounding 
censure. 

I complain  not  of  the  act  of  depriving  me  of  com- 
mand, but  of  the  manner  and  the  cause  for  which  it 
is  alleged  to  have  been  done. 

I complain  that  I was  condemned  unheard,  and 
on  rumor  unsustained  by  truth. 

To  have  been  superseded  in  command  in  courte- 
ous terms  by  the  government  would  have  been  no 
disgrace;  as  you  will  find  in  my  successor  a more 
able  and  experienced  general,  and  one  who  has  cut 
his  way  to  distinction  on  the  blood-stained  and 
glorious  fields  of  Chippewa,  Bridgewater  and  the 
Thames.  But  the  act  was  done  by  a rude  and  un- 
feeling hand,  and,  as  I conceive,  with  the  greatest 
injustice. 

Here,  however,  are  my  own  wrongs,  general,  and 
as  such  I will  not  dwell  upon  them.  My  object  is 
not  to  excite  your  generous  sympathy:  I must  stand 
or  fall  on  the  facts  hereafter  to  be  exhibited.  My 
intention  is  to  express  my  deep  sense  of  gratitude, 
and  to  take  an  affectionate  farewell  of  you,  and 
through  you  of  the  brave  officers  and  men  of  your 
■command. 


GENERAL  SCOTT. 

From,  the  Richmond  Enquirer. 

We  lay  before  our  readers,  the  following  card 
from  gen.  Scott,  with  great  satisfaction.  It  serves 
to  correct  some  of  the  errors  which  have  been  set 
afloat  concerning  the  interesting  scenes  which  are 
now  exhibited  at  Fredericktown.  We  did  not  de- 
cline as  the  general  states,  the  republication  of  the 
sketches  which  have  appeared  of  the  evidence  be- 
fore the  court — but  we  republished  them  with  some 
caution  as  to  certain  political  allusions.  From  all 
that  we  can  hear,  we  entertain  no  doubt  of  general 
Scott’s  honorable  discharge  of  all  blame  or  censure 
in  the  events  of  the  southern  campaign: 


Frederick,  Md.  Dec.  29,  1836. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Enquirer: 

Sir:  Amidst  laborious  occupations,  a paragraph 
in  your  paper  of  the  24th  instant,  has  just  been 
pointed  out  to  me,  in  which  you  decline  republish- 
ing, for  reasons,  the  reports  which,  I understand, 
have,  from  time  to  time,  been  given  in  the  public  i 
papers  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry 
at  this  place.  I thank  you  for  that  forbearance;  for, 
with  the  Enquirer,  another  paper  was  shown  me, 
containing  the  report  of  major  Kirby’s  evidence,  in 
connection  with  which,  I am  made  to  speak  in  terms 
both  disrespectful  and  injurious  of  a high  function- 
ary, his  excellency,  the  governor  of  Alabama.  I 
assure  you,  that  this  is  an  error.  Not  a syllable  of 
that  character  escaped  my  lips;  nor  have  I uttered 
a political  sentiment  before  this  court.  I did,  how- 
ever, on  the  occasion  alluded  to,  regret  or  complain 
that  his  excellency  had  not  condescended  to  ac- 
knowledge either  of  my  letteis  to  him  of  the  31st 
of  May  last — both  of  which,  as  I stated,  were  con- 
ceived in  respect,  and  expressed  in  the  language  of 
courtesy;  and  I showed,  by  major  Kirby,  that  they 
were  sent  in  duplicate  and  by  two  several  convey- 
ances. 

Who  the  reporter  in  question  may  be,  I do  not 
certainly  know.  I think  it  probable,  however,  that 
he  was  introduced  to  me  a few  days  ago  at  the 
court  room.  I had  never  known  that  person  before, 
or  have  had  any  other  communication  with  him  in 
any  form.  From  two  or  three  of  the  printed  re- 
ports that  I have  seen,  the  writer  evidently  enter- 
tains for  me  the  sentiments  of  good  will,  for  which 
I am  duly  thankful;  but  in  those  particular  reports, 
he  has  certainly  given  my  language  but  very  par- 
tially, and  in  several  cases,  like  that  noticed  above, 
has  made  me  speak  disrespectfully,  and  even  harsh- 
ly, when  no  disrespect  was  expressed  or  intended. 
This  may,  in  a great  degree,  be  accounted  for  from 
the  fact,  that  the  supposed  writer  has  never  been 
seen,  as  I learn  on  inquiry,  to  make  a note  in  court. 

I pointed  out  to  the  court  some  embarrassment 
that  I had  experienced  in  my  operations,  (owing  to 
a combination  of  untoward  circumstances),  from 
the  non-reception  of  any  answer,  and  added  that, 
if  I had  thought  of  it  in  time,  I might  have  caused 
an  interrogatory  to  be  sent  to  his  excellency;  but 
that,  possibly,  he  might  in  that  case,  have  treated 
my  interrogatory  as  he  had  treated  my  letters.  In 
this,  I may  have  done  an  injustice  rather  to  myself 
than  the  governor,  and  which  I may  sincerely  re- 
gret on  better  information.  With  him  I have  not 
the  honor  of  being  personally  acquainted,  and  know 
of  no  reason  in  the  world  why  I should  not  enter- 
tain for  his  private,  as  well  as  his  public  chaiaew, 
the  highest  respect.  Probably,  it  occurs  to  me,  on 
reflection,  he  came  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  in- 
formation I sought  for,  from  him  would  be,  or  had 
been,  obtained  through  another  channel,  but  that 
also  having  failed  me,  it  became  important  to  me  to 
show  to  the  court  that  I took  every  measure  to  en- 
sure the  reception  of  my  letters.  Hence  the  ques- 
tions to  major  Kirby. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  court,  a friend, 
every  way  qualified,  intimated  to  me  a desire  on  his 
part  to  report  the  proceedings  from  time  to  time, 
for  one  of  the  public  journals.  At  my  urgent  so- 
licitation he  promised  to  abstain,  and  I know  from 
him,  that  he  has  made  not  a single  report  or  note. 

You  are  at  liberty  to  make  such  use  of  this  note 
as  you  may  please,  and  if  published,  it  will  be  the 
first  line  from  me  which  has  been  printed  by  my 
permission  or  procuration,  in  a twelve  month — save 
a letter  to  my  friend,  capt.  Robinson  of  Augusta, 
on  the  subject  of  troops  of  long  and  short  periods  of 
service.  In  haste,  I remain,  sir,  with  great  respect, 
your  obedient  servant,  WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

LIBERATION  OF  SANTA  ANA. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Natchez  Courier: 

Sir:  The  Mexican  general  Santa  Ana  and  his 
friend  and  aid-de-camp,  colonel  Almonte,  have  been 
released  from  their  captivity  in  Texas,  and  passed 
up  the  river  a few  days  ago  on  their  way  to  the  city 
of  Vfashington.  They  are  escorted  on  behalf  of  the 
Texian  government  by  col.  Hockley,  inspectorgene- 
ral  of  the  army,  col.  Bee,  late  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, and  capt.  Patton.  I accompanied  them  from 
this  place  to  Vicksburg,  and  the  views  which  have 
induced  the  visit  of  Santa  Ana  to  our  capital  have 
been  placed  in  my  possession  with  the  request  that 
I should  make  public  so  much  of  them  as  might  be 
interesting  to  the  people  of  this  country. 

In  view  of  a speedy  and  pacific  adjustment  of  the 
sanguinary  war  which  has  existed  between  Mexico 
and  Texas,  the  captive  general  solicited  permission 
from  the  Texian  government  to  throw  himself  upon 
the  protection  of  the  United  States,  and  claim  the 
interposition  of  the  mediatory  offices  of  their  chief 
magistrate.  He  proposed  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
public of  Texas  at  an  independent  and  sovereign  na- 


tion— or  to  agree  to  the  incorporation  of  her  territory 
into  the  North  American  union  if  the  other  parties 
interested  should  so  determine.  Being  a prisoner 
of  war — and  the  Mexican  government  having  ex- 
pressly declared  that  it  would  hold  no  negotiation 
with  Texas  through  gen.  Santa  Ana  while  he  so  re- 
mained in  duress,  it  became  necessary,  if  his  autho- 
rity and  influence  were  to  be  made  available  at  all, 
that  he  should  at  once  be  placed  in  a different  atti- 
tude, in  which  he  might, — set  free  and  untrammel- 
led, unbiassed  by  any  disparaging  circumstances,  but 
according  to  his  unquestioned  legal  right — that  he 
should,  in  fact,  be  restored  to  the  full  and  complete 
possession  of  all  his  lawful  authority  and  power  as 
president  of  Mexico.  To  effect  this  his  immediate  and 
unconditional  release  by  the  government  of  Texas 
was  indispensably  requisite — and  under  the  pecu- 
liar circumstances  which  exist  in  connection  with 
his  captivity,  it  was  deemed  advisable  that  the  pa- 
cificatory offices  should  be  invoked  of  some  neutral 
power,  friendly  to  both  of  the  belligerent  parties,  and 
impartial  between  them.  General  Santa  Ana  there- 
fore proposed  to  visit  Washington,  and  solicit  the 
mediation  of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and 
his  proposal  was  acceded  to  by  the  executive  of 
Texas,  who  believed  that  nothing  could  possibly  be 
gained  by  detaining  him  longer.  On  the  first  of 
March  next  the  term  of  his  presidentship  will  ex- 
pire, after  which  time  he  would  be  utterly  valueless 
as  a prisoner. 

The  people  of  Texas  are  anxious  to  terminate  the 
war.  They  wish  to  live  at  peace  with  Mexico. — 
They  desire  most  heartily  to  establish  their  govern- 
ment, and  if  possible  to  annex  themselves  to  our 
own  union.  They  could  hardly  hope  to  attain  their 
object  while  they  held  the  chief  of  their  enemy  in 
the  bonds  of  imprisonment.  The}’  have  therefore, 
in  a spirit  of  magnanimity  deserving  of  all  praise, 
voluntarily  surrendered  him  to  his  liberty,  on  the 
pledge  of  his  word  of  honor  that  the  war  shall  be 
terminated,  that  peace  shall  be  restored,  that  the  re- 
lations of  amity  and  friendship  shall  be  cultivated 
and  cherished.  Respectfully,  your  ob’dt  servant, 
JNO.  M.  ROSS. 

Natchez,  21st  December,  1S36. 

The  following  has  allusion  to  an  article  in  the 
last  “Register”  under  the  head  ol  “Texas  and 
Mexico.” 

To  the  editors  of  the  “National  Intelligencer .” 
Washington,  January  21, 1837. 

Messrs.  Gales  St  Seaton:  I have  this  mo- 
ment observed  in  your  paper  of  this  morning  an 
extract  from  the  Philadelphia  Gazette,  well  cal- 
culator. to  have  an  injurious  effect  on  the  intorocte 
and  character  of  Texas,  and  therefore  requiring  at 
■my  hands  an  immediate  correction.  It  seems  that 
the  extract  alluded  to,  originally  appeared  in  the 
New  Orleans  Standard,  and  “furnishes,'”  as  the 
editor  says,  “a  curious  account  of  the  action  of  the 
different  branches  of  the  Texian  government  in 
relation  to  the  release  of  Santa  Ana.”  It  hap- 
pens, however,  that  this  “curious  account ” is  more 
curious  than  true.  I was  a member  of  the  se- 
nate of  Texas  at  the  time  spoken  of,  and  can 
therefore  speak  from  my  own  knowledge.  A re- 
solution, (as  is  correctly  stated),  was  passed  by 
the  senate,  requiring  that  the  president  should  not 
release  general  Santa  Ana  and  colonel  Almonte, 
without  the  consent  of  that  body;  which  resolution 
was  immediately  vetoed  by  president  Houston. — 
Thus  far  the  newspaper  account  is  true,  but  here  a 
total  perversion  of  the  real  state  of  the  case  takes 
place,  in  representing  president  Houston  as  re- 
leasing Santa  Ana  in  violation  of  law.  When  the 
president  returned  the  resolution,  with  his  objec- 
tions, the  senate  did  not  attempt  to  repass  it  with 
the  constitutional  majority  of  two-thirus,  but.  with- 
out a dissenting  voice  acquiesced  in  the  views  of 
the  president,  and  admitted  his  right  to  release  the 
prisoners  without  the  consent  of  either  house  of 
congress. 

The  house  of  representatives  also  passed  a spe- 
cial resolution,  in  which  they  stated  that  the  cus- 
tody and  release  of  the  prisoners  belonged  exclu- 
sively to  the  president.  It  is  due  to  truth  to  state^ 
that  many  in  both  houses  disapproved  the  policy  of 
the  measure. 

The  “extract”  which  has  called  forth  fins  com- 
munication, also  conveys  the  idea  that,  the  presi- 
dent used  the  army  for  the  purpose  of  overawing 
congress.  Now,  the  truth  is,  the  army  was  not 
within  150  miles  of  the  scat  of  government,  nor 
was  the  transaction  known  at  head  quarters  for  a 
fortnight  afterwards.  Respectfully,  yours,  &c. 
b WM.  H.  WHARTON. 

[The  paragraph  above  referred  to  was,  by  an 
error  of  the  press,  credited  to  the  Philadelphia 
Gazette  instead  of  the  Alexandria  Gazette,  horn 
which  we  took  it.  The  same  news  in  substance 
has,  however,  been  published  in  nearly  all  the 
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public  journals,  and  it  is  proper  that,  so  far  as  it  is 
erroneous,  it  should  be  corrected.]  [Editors. 

The  New  Orleans  Courier,  speaking  of  Santa 
Ana’s  liberation  in  Texas,  and  his  condition  here 
■says: 

“It  is  evident  that  Santa  Ana  is  still  in  duress, 
■virtually,  if  not  actually;  for  being  liberated  condi- 
tionally, on  going  under  an  escort,  as  a guard,  to 
Washington,  to  ask  the  mediation  ot  the  United 
States  government,  cannot  be  considered  legal  and 
■uncontrolled  freedom.” 

There  is  not  the  slighest  pretext  for  the  assertion 
that  Santa  Ana  “is  still  in  duress,  virtually,  if  not 
actually;”  that  he  is  “liberated  conditionally,”  and 
comes  “ under  an  escort,  as  guard,  to  Washington.” 
The  two  or  three  gentlemen  who,  on  the  part  ot  the 
Texian  authorities,  have  attended  Santa  Ana,  and 
his  secretary,  Almonte,  to  thi3  place,  did  so  at  his 
request,  and  doubtless  for  the  purpose  of  smoothing 
his  way  through  the  United,  States,  and  introducing 
him  to  the  public  authorities  here.  The  idea  that 
two  or  three  citizens  of  Texas  would  be  permitted  to 
make  the  United  States  a prison  for  those  who  have 
fallen  into  their  power  in  Texas,  is  in  itself  pre- 
posterous. No  prisoner  of  war  to  a foreign  power 
could,  after  having  come  within  our  neutral  limits, 
be  considered  longer  a prisoner.  The  moment 
Santa  Ana  touched  our  soil,  he  was  as  free  as  the 
air  he  breathed. 

The  suggestion  that  he  is  still  in  duress  becomes 
the  more  ridiculous,  when  the  absolute  manner  in 
which  he  has  been  absolved  from  the  existing  go- 
vernment of  Texas  is  understood.  He  is  liberated 
by  the  Texians,  as  we  understand,  not  merely  that 
he  may  be  restored  to  perfect  personal  freedom, 
but  that  he  may  be  restored  to  his  official  station 
in  Mexico  before  the  term  of  his  office  expires. 
Their  object  doubtless  is  to  enable  him  to  bear 
home  a thorough  knowledge  derived  from  actual 
observation,  of  the  condition  of  things  in  Texas, 
and  of  its  posture  as  it  regards  Mexico  and  this 
country,  and  that  he  may  do  this  under  Circum- 
stances to  put  a stop  to  the  unnecessary  effusion 
of  blood,  if  his  opinion  in  regard  to  the  profitless 
character  of  the  war  should  lead  him  to  that  course. 

[ Washington  Globe. 


WRECK  OF  THE  MEXICO. 

To  the  honorable  the  court  of  general  sessions  in  and 
for  the  city  and  county  of  New  York. 

The  grand  inquest  in  and  for  the  body  of  said 
city  and  county  upon  their  oaths  present — 

That  they  have  felt  themselves  bound  by  the 
great  excitement  produced  by  the  recent  fatal  ship- 
wrecks in  this  vicinity,  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
thereof,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  how  far 
they  could  be  attributable  to  any  culpable  neglect 
on  the  part  of  the  pilots  of  this  port,  and  in  the 
hope  that  such  inquiry  might  in  any  event  be  con- 
ducive to  the  public  good. 

Their  investigation  has  been  particularly  direct- 
ed to  the  loss  of  the  barque  Mexico,  as  bearing 
more  directly  on  the  question  of  negligence;  and 
although  they  were  unable  to  procure  the  attend- 
ance of  the  captain  in  consequence  of  his  absence 
from  the  city,  they  believe  they  have  obtained 
every  important  fact  from  the  witnesses  examined. 

It  appears  that  the  vessel  made  the  light  house  at 
Sandy  Hook  o:i  the  31st  of  December;  that  on 
Sunday  she  was  standing  otr  and  on,  firing  and 
making  signals  for  a pilot  without  success,  and  part 
of  the  time  with  a signal  of  distress  flying,  although 
it  was  not  observed  by  the  steamer,  which  came 
within  five  miles  of  her.  On  Monday  her  position  is 
a matter  of  some  doubt;  it  being  alleged  by  the  cap- 
tain that  she  was  cruising  within  a short  distance 
of  the  Hook,  while  the  pilots  say  that  on  that  day 
they  went  out  to  sea  many  miles  and  saw  nothing 
of  her. 

On  that  night  she  was  blown  off  by  a severe  gale 
from  north  west,  and  on  Tuesday,  3d  January,  she 
regained  her  station,  and  encountered  the  catastro- 
he  which  has  so  deeply  wounded  the  public  sensi- 
ihty. 

It  is  evident  that  both  in  the  case  of  the  Bristol 
and  Mexico,  that  their  loss  is  not  attributable  to 
the  wind,  which  was  moderate  and  olf  shore,  and 
the  grand  inquest  feel  bound  to  state  their  convic- 
tion that  both  these  casualties  might  have  been 
avoided  by  the  exercise  of  a suitable  degree  of  cau- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  officers  and  crews  of  these 
vessels. 

It  appears  the  Mexico  approached  Sandy  Hook, 
[December  31.]  The  pilot  boat  whose  turn  it 
was  to  be  at  that  station,  having  exhausted  her 
stock  of  pilots,  returned  to  the  city,  and  that  her 
place  was  to  have  been  supplied  by  another  boat, 
which  relied  upon  being  towed  out  on  Sunday  by  a 
steamer,  but  was  disappointed,  and  attempted  to 
go  down  without  her,  and  got  among  the  ice  in  the 


Narrow's,  and  waS  unable  to  get  to  the  Hook  until 
next  morning. 

So  that  during  the  whole  of  Sunday  their  being 
from  12  to  15  sail  of  vessels  waiting  for  pilots,  and 
only  one  ship  (the  George  Washington)  got  sup- 
plied, and  that  was  obtained  from  the  steamboat 
New  Brighton,  which  having  towed  a ship  to  sea, 
brought  the  Geo.  Washington  up  to  the  city,  and 
the  captain  of  this  steamboat  is  positive  that  no 
signal  of  distress  was  exhibited  by  the  Mexico 
while  he  was  in  sight  of  her,  nor  any  guns  fired 
until  she  had  taken  the  other  ship  in  tow. 

The  grand  inquest  believe  the  preceding  state- 
ment of  facts  is  a fair  analysis  of  the  extensive  ex- 
amination entered  into  by  them  in  relation  to  this 
unhappy  event. 

Desirous,  however,  of  prosecuting  their  inqui- 
ries in  the  hope  of  eliciting  information,  calculated 
to  promote  the  security  of  the  lives  and  property  of 
their  fellow  citizens,  the  grand  inquest  required 
the  attendance  of  many  ol  our  most  active  ship 
owners,  ship  masters,  port  wardens  and  pilots  from 
whom  the  following  was  obtained. 

It  appears,  that  forty  years  since  the  number  of 
pilots  actually  in  service  in  this  port,  was  about  30; 
in  the  year  1819,  when  the  existing  laws  regulat- 
ing the  pilot  system  were  enacted  there  were  thirty- 
eight,  and  the  number  now  limited  by  law  to  sixty, 
although  from  various  incidental  causes,  those  ac- 
tually fit  for  duty  do  not  exceed  fifty,  and  probably 
on  an  aveiage  the  number  is  less,  which  the  grand 
inquest  feel  constrained  to  say  from  the  informa- 
tion before  them,  is  wholly  inadequate  especially 
during  the  quarantine  season  to  the  wants  of  this 
port. 

It  appears  that  there  are  but  six  pilot  boats  in 
commission,  to  each  of  which  are  attached,  ex- 
clusive of  the  licensed  pilots,  from  three  to  five 
apprentices  to  the  profession,  who  constitute  the 
crew. 

These  apprentices  are  bound  by  law  to  serve 
five  years  before  qualified  to  act  as  pilots,  and  as 
they  generally  enter  at  an  early  age,  this  qualifica- 
tion is  generally  attained  at  or  before  the  period  of 
majority. 

Taking  these  data  and  the  probable  period  of 
their  subsequent  services  as  pilots,  to  be  thirty 
years,  it  shows  that  nearly  150  are  fitted  for  the 
calling,  while  not  more  than  sixty  being  eligible  by 
law,  it  follows  that  three-fifths  of  the  number  fitted 
for  employment  by  the  devotion  of  several  years  of 
their  live • to  obtaining  information  so  important  to 
themselves  and  their  fellow  citizens  are  prohibited  by 
law  from  the  service  of  their  vocation;  an  abridgment 
of  natural  rights,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
grand  inquest,  is  not  only  prejudicial  to  the  public 
interest,  but  is  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  spirit 
of  our  government  and  the  clearest  principle  of 
public  policy. 

It  further  appears  that  there  are  several  partners 
to  each  boat,  but  that  the  total  amount  of  pilotage 
paid  on  vessels  arriving  at,  or  leaving  this  port,  is 
treated  as  a common  fund  and  divided  equally 
among  all  the  branch  and  deputy  pilots;  this  divi- 
dend is  stated  by  the  pilots  to  amount  on  an  average 
to  1,200  a 1,300  per  annum,  to  each,  and  it  is  con- 
tended by  the  pilots,  as  the  grand  inquest  conceived 
with  much  reason,  that  this  is  not  more  than  a fair 
compensation  to  men  who  lead  lives  of  great  ex- 
posure and  responsibility. 

The  grand  inquest  are  compelled  to  state  that, 
without  exception,  the  testimony  of  every  merchant 
and  ship  master,  examined  by  them,  was  such  as 
to  reflect  great  discredit  on  the  vigilance  and  ac- 
tivity of  the  pilots  of  this  port,  as  compared  with 
the  pilots  of  any  other  port  of  our  own  coast,  as 
well  as  of  the  principal  ports  of  Europe. 

It  seems  to  be  the  inevitable  result  of  a system 
which  selects  so  small  a number  for  so  great  a 
work,  and  which  secures  to  them,  by  legislative 
provisions  of  the  strictest  character,  the  exclusive 
enjoyment  of  these  offices,  arid  in  certain  cases 
giving  them  a moiety  of  the  compensation  where 
no  service  is  performed. 

And  to  the  combination  before  alluded  to,  the 
greater  portion  of  the  existing  evils  may  be  fairly 
attributed;  for  being  secure  of  a rateable  propor- 
tion of  the  entire  income  of  the  profession,  the  in- 
dolent are  placed  on  a footing  with  the  enterprising 
and  moral,  and  every  incitement  to  emulation  is 
completely  paralyzed. 

It  is  true  that  the  wardens  of  the  port  are  by  law 
authorised  to  interfere  in  case  of  any  mal-conduct 
or  neglect  of  duty  cn  the  part  of  the  pilots;  but  the 
natural  reluctance  to  become  an  accuser,  and  there- 
by invite  the  hostility  of  the  party  accused,  as  well 
of  the  transient  character  of  those  who  would  be  the 
complainants,  and  the  formalities  requisite  to  pro- 
duce effect,  occupying  time  and  trouble,  has  seldom 
placed  the  charges  hefore  that  body  in  any  specific 
shape.  That  there  is  room  at  present  for  their  in- 


terference, by  causing  the  dismissal  from  office  of 
members  of  this  body,  whose  general  habits  render 
them  notoriously  unworthy  of  so  high  a trust,  was 
made  too  palpable  before  the  grand  inquest  to 
admit  of  a doubt,  and  in  their  opinion  calls  for  the 
exercise  of  authority  in  some  quarter  to  apply  a 
remedy,  which  is  due  not  only  to  the  welfare  of 
society  but  to  the  character  of  the  otherwise  re- 
spectable association  upon  whose  habits  and  con- 
duct they  are  a reproach. 

So  sensible  have  the  pilots  been  of  the  necessity 
of  greater  discipline  in  their  own  body,  that  they 
have  from  time  to  time  established  regulations  for 
their  government,  and  especially  as  to  the  stationing 
of  their  boats;  and  have  imposed  penalties  on  their 
infraction,  but  not  being  legally  authorised  to  en- 
force them,  they  have  proved  nugatory  and  ineffec- 
tual. 

The  grand  inquest  feel  that  they  have  dwelt  suf- 
ficiently long  on  a topic  fraught  with  such  painful 
interest  to  every  member  of  the  human  family,  and 
especially  to  every  citizen  of  the  metropolis  of  the 
commerce  of  the  western  hemisphere,  whose  re- 
putation and  prosperity  are  so  deeply  involved  in  the 
question  now  before  them. 

That  great  abuses  exist  in  the  operation  of  the 
present  system  they  think  has  been  fully  demon- 
strated, and  that  the  system  itself  is  at  war  with  the 
fundamental  principles  of  a government  which  pro- 
fesses to  cherish  a fair  competition  in  every  branch 
of  industry,  leaving  the  community  to  extend  their 
patronage  in  proportion  to  the  merits  of  the  com- 
petitors. 

Various  suggestions  have  been  made,  having  in 
view  an  improvement  of  the  present  system,  and 
of  affording  relief  to  vessels  approaching  the  coast, 
among  which  have  been  proposed  the  erection  of  a 
light  house  and  artificial  harbor  outside  of  Sandy 
Hook — throwing  open  the  business  to  the  licensed 
pilots  of  New  Jersey,  8tc.  but  the  grand  inquest 
do  not  consider  this  a subject  within  their  pro- 
vince to  discuss.  To  the  wisdom  of  a more  com- 
petent tribunal  must  be  left  the  selection  of  a re- 
medy, and  they  cannot  doubt  that  the  rigid  in- 
vestigation which  the  subject  is  now  undergoing 
in  the  minds  of  the  whole  community,  will  cause 
such  an  organization  as  shall  place  our  city  on  a 
footing  with  the  proudest  seaport  of  the  old  world, 
and  make  the  approach  to  her  shores  a matter  of 
security  to  the  millions  whom  the  glorious  institu- 
tions of  our  country  invite  to  visit  them. 

Signed  in  behalf  of,  and  by  the  unanimous  order 
of  the  grand  inquest. 

JAMES  B.  MURRAY,  foreman. 

Daniel  H.  Tompkins,  secretary. 

CINCINNATI  PORK  MARKET. 

The  following  interesting  account  of  the  manner 
in  which  hogs  are  slaughtered  in  the  great  pork  mar- 
ket of  the  west,  is  from  a letter  to  the  editors  of  the 
New  York  Express,  dated 

Cincinnati,  Dec.  31. 

Some  of  the  items  I gave  you  in  my  letter  of  the 
9th  inst.  on  the  subject  of  pork,  and  particularly  on 
the  slaughtering,  I had  collected  sometime  since. — 
Having  visited  the  packing  and  slaughtering  houses 
within  the  last  day  or  two,  I found  additions  and  im- 
provements had  been  made  this  year,  1 was  not  be- 
fore aware  of.  I will  therefore  give  you  another  let- 
ter on  pork,  and  go  somewhat  into  particulars.  Less 
is  doing  this  winter  in  pork,  than  was  anticipated 
during  the  past  summer.  It  was  known  that  hogs 
were  plenty  throughout  the  country,  and  it  was  be- 
lieved that  the  prices  would  consequently  be  low 

or  lower  than  last  year — but  the  uncommonly  high 
prices  paid  last  winter,  induced  the  drovers  to  scour 
the  country  and  purchase  all  the  hogs  they  could 
find,  and  on  driving  them  to  the  city,  they  demanded 
what  our  packers  thought  an  exorbitant  price — say 
for  hogs  weighing  200  to  250  pounds,  $7  00  per  hun- 
dred— the  consequence  was,  that  the  packers  gene- 
rally declined  purchasing,  and  the  drovers  would  not 
sell  for  less,  so  that  but  few  hogs  were  packed  for 
the  first  three  weeks  of  the  season.  In  fact,  up  to 
this  time,  only  about  50,000  hogs  have  been  slaugh- 
tered, whereas  two  years  ago,  at  the  same  time,  more 
than  120,000  were  slaughtered  and  packed.  Some 
of  our  pork  merchants  are  not  packing  at  all,  others 
are  doing  a little,  and  none  to  an  extent  of  former 
years.  Hogs,  however,  remain  firm  at  the  prices  de- 
manded by  the  drovers,  and  sales  were  made  yester- 
day at  $7  25  per  hundred  pounds,  for  hogs  weighing 
about  250  pounds.  The  pork  season  generally’ lasts 
about  eight  or  ten  weeks — last  year  it  closed  in  less 
than  eight  weeks — in  fact,  but  few  hogs  were  slaugh- 
tered after  the  first  of  J anuary.  Eighty  thousand  was 
the  numberpacked  last  winter.  (In  the  publication 
of  my  letter  of  the  9th,  by  a typographical  error,  the 
number  is  set  down  at  60,000).  It  is  supposed  that 
there  will  not  be  more  packed  in  the  city  this  winter 
than  last,  and  about  a half  of  the  number  of  winter 
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before  last.  Hogs  are  driven  to  this  market  from  the 
interior  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Kentucky.  I will  now 
give  you  the  modus  operandi  of  slaughtering,  which 
is  performed  with  such  expedition  at  the  slaughter- 
ing houses  of  John  W.  Coleman,  esq.  who  has  made 
a large  fortune  at  this  business.  I find,  on  visiting 
these  houses,  which  are  situated  on  the  north  east  ex- 
tremity of  the  corporation  line,  and  bordering  on  a 
small  stream  called  Deer  creek,  or,  as  it  would  more 
properly  be  called  at  this  season  of  the  year.  Bloody 
Run,  that  the  number  of  slaughter-houses  nowr 
amount  to  nine,  the  largest  of  which  is  160  feet  long 
by  60  wide.  The  others  average  100  feet  long  by 
60  wide;  Mr.  Coleman  has  also  another  slaughter- 
house at  Covington,  on  the  Kentucky  shore,  which 
makes  in  all,  ten  houses.  At  each  of  these  houses, 
he  has  now  employed,  36  to  40  men — making  alto- 
gether, about  380  men,  to  whom  he  pays  $ 1 25  to 
$2  per  day  each.  Near  these  houses  are  pens  of  va- 
rious sizes,  and  covering  altogether,  about  foity  acres 
of  ground — into  these  pens  are  driven  the  different 
droves  of  hogs  by  their  respective  owners,  as  they 
come  into  the  city,  preparatory  to  the  operation  of 
slaughtering.  These  pens  hold  from  100  to  1,000 
each.  In  these  slaughtering  houses  there  are  large 
kettles  at  each  end,  filled  with  water,  which  is  kept 
constantly  boiling,  and  the  operation  of  killing, 
scalding,  dressing,  &c.  goes  on  simultaneously  at 
both  ends  of  the  several  houses — the  hogs  are  hung 
up  in  the  centre  to  be  dressed,  before  removing  them 
to  another  part  of  the  building  to  cool.  Attached  to 
each  end  of  these  houses  is  a small  pen  that  will  hold 
about  50  to  60  hogs — into  these  pens  the  hogs  are 
driven  until  they  are  so  compact,  that  the  executioner 
walks  in  on  their  backs,  bearing  in  his  hands  a large 
sledge  hammer  with  which  he  “deals  death  and  de- 
struction” all  around  him.  When  they  are  all  knock- 
ed down,  they  are  removed  within  the  building 
where  the  knife  is  passed  into  the  throat.  After 
bleeding,  they  are  thrown  into  the  kettle  of  water 
(one  at  a time)  and  thence,  after  sufficient  scalding, 
removed  to  a bench,  when  the  bristles  are  scraped 
off  by  iron  scrapers,  made  expressly  for  the  purpose, 
and  thence  hungup,  when  the  “gutter,” os  he  is  cal- 
led, passes  his  knife  from  one  end  of  the  hog  to  the 
other,  and  removes  the  offal,  and  completes  the  dress- 
ing; and  so  scientific  have  these  surgeons  become, 
that  any  one  of  them  can  complete  the  inside  dress- 
ing, removing  all  within,  washing  out,  &c.  of  three 
hogs  within  the  minute — and,  as  I stated  in  my  letter 
of  the  9th — each  set  of  men,  at  each  kettle  and  bench, 
at  either  of  these  houses,  will  knock  down,  bleed,  scald, 
remove  the  bristles,  and  complete  the  inside  dressing  of 
fifty  hogs  within  the  hour — which  would  be  one  hun- 
dred hogs  at  each  house,  or  one  thousand  at  all  the  10 
houses,  in  a single  hour.  1 learn  they  now  work 
about  eight  hours  per  day,  and  were  it  necessary — 
to  such  perfection  has  Mr.  Coleman  brought  this 
science  of  “hog  killing” — that  he  could  at  this  time 
at  his  ten  houses,  slaughter,  and  have  completely 
dressed  and  hung  up  to  cool,  eight  thousand  hogs  in 
one  day.  I will  venture  to  say,  there  is  no  place  in 
the  world,  out  of  Cincinnati,  where  this  can  be  done, 
and  here  it  can  be  done.  In  past  years,  before  Mr. 
Coleman  had  arrived  at  such  perfection  in  the  art, 
he  has  slaughtered,  dressed  and  hung  up,  in  four 
houses,  and  some  of  them  not  in  double  operation,  as 
now — twenty-seven  hundred  in  a day — say  S or  9 hours 
work.  The  same  ratio  for  ten  houses,  would  make 
6,750.  Mr.  Coleman  has  no  competition  in  this  line 
of  business,  and  I am  now  informed,  that  the  gut 
lard,  soap  grease  and  bristles  (which  is  the  only  com- 
pensation received  for  slaughtering)  is  worth  about 
50  cents  for  each  hog — which  would  amount  to  fifty 
thousand  dollars  for  slaughtering  a hundred  thousand 
hogs.  No  mean  business,  this — an  J all  accomplish- 
ed within  8 or  10  weeks. 

When  the  hogs  become  cool,  they  are  conveyed  on 
large  W'agons  made  expressly  for  the  purpose,  to  the 
packing-houses,  which  are  the  largest  and  most 
splendid  warehouses  in  the  city — there  they  are  cut 
up  and  packed,  the  lard  rendered  and  put  in  kegs, 
and  the  hams  cured  for  smoking. 

In  the  winter  and  spring  of  1835,  we  exported 
about  sixty  thousand  barrels  of  pork!  and  one  hun- 
dred thousand  kegs  of  lard!  Last  winter  and  spring 
we  exported  about  half  that  quantity,  and  the  winter 
and  spring  of  1837,  we  may  possibly  export  more 
than  last  year,  although  it  is  somewhat  doubtful. — 
The  quality  of  the  hogs  this  year  is  better  than  it 
was  last,  and  consequently  more  clear  pork  will  be 
packed  than  then.  There  is  so  far  a good  demand 
for  all  the  new  pork  and  lard;  sales  have  been  made, 
and  are  now  making,  at  the  following  prices; — clear 
pork  $22;  mess  $20;  prime  $18;  lard  12  cents.  Two 
weeks  since,  sales  were  made  at  prices  ten  per  cent. 
lower  than  these.  These  prices  are  higher  than  this 
time  last  year,  and  it  is  thought  they  will  be  main- 
tained. 

In  the  article  of  hams,  our  pork  merchants  (those 
who  turn  their  attention  to  it,)  furnish  better  hams 


than  can  be  found  in  any  other  part  of  the  country. 
I will  venture  the  assertion,  that  the  sugaj  hams, 
cured  by  William  M.  Walker,  and  Miller  & Lee, 
cannot  be  surpassed  in  flavor  and  goodness  of  quali- 
ty, generally,  in  the  United  States.  I am  aware  that 
the  Virginia  hams  are  good.  I am  also  aware,  that 
the  hams  cured  in  or  about  Boston  are  good — very 
good — and  there  is  a reason  for  it.  The  hogs  are  fed 
wholly  on  corn,  the  meat  is  solid,  and  the  hogs  ge- 
nerally fat;  but  still  they  cannot  match  the  family 
hams  put  up  by  Mr.  Walker,  and  Miller  h Lee,  of 
this  city — they  know  how  to  cure  them — and  that  is  the 
great  secret,  and  a secret  known  but  to  few.  Others 
of  our  pork  merchants  cure  most  excellent  hams, 
and  perhaps  equal  to  any.  I have  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  knowing.  One  thing  is  certain,  not  only 
the  hams,  but  the  pork  and  lard,  exported  from  Cin- 
cinnati, stands  high  in  all  the  southern  and  eastern 
markets. 


POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  New  Orleans 
was  celebrated  by  the  democratic  citizens  of  Phi- 
ladelphia at  the  Old  Masonic  Hall,  in  Chesnut 
street,  on  Monday  the  9th  inst.  George  M.  Dallas, 
esq.  presided,  assisted  by  nineteen  vice  presidents. 

After  the  regular  toasts,  the  following  letters 
from  the  president  and  president  elect,  were  read 
by  colonel  Henry  Simpson,  on  behalf  of  the  com- 
mittee of  invitation. 

Washington,  Jan.  4,  1837. 
Gentlemen:  The  kind  manner  in  which  you 
have  addressed  me,  inviting  me  to  meet  my  friends 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  8th  of  January, 
affects  me  deeply.  The  honor  you  do  me  as  a pub- 
lic man,  although  well  appreciated,  is  not  half  so 
dear  to  me  as  the  feeling  of  personal  attachment 
among  my  fellow’  citizens,  which  you  inform  me 
solicits  an  opportunity  of  giving  me  a heartfelt 
welcome  before  bidding  me  a sincere  farewell  to 
the  shades  of  the  Hermitage.  Personal  debility 
and  the  pressure  of  public  business,  with  other 
causes,  will  deprive  me  of  this  last  occasion  of 
showing  how  strongly  I reciprocate  the  kind  and 
disinterested  regard  which  has  animated  my  friends 
in  Philadelphia  to  support  me  through  so  many 
trials,  and  at  such  sacrifices  to  themselves.  They 
will,  I trust,  find  some  reward  in  the  consciousness 
that  they  have  toiled  for  one  who,  at  least,  meant 
well  for  his  country.  With  sincere  regard,  your 
friend  and  fellow  citizen, 

ANDREW  Jackson. 

To  Messrs.  Henry  Simpson,  Henry  Horn  and  others, 
committee  of  democratic  citizens  of  Philadelphia. 

Washington,  Jan.  5th,  1837. 
Gentlemen:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  polite  invitation  to  join  my  de- 
mocratic friends  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia in  their  celebration  of  the  anniversary  of  the 
victory  of  New  Orleans.  The  obliging  and  truly 
kind  terms  in  which  your  invitation  is  couched,  as 
well  as  the  feelings  of  respect  and  gratitude  with 
which  I have  been  impressed  by  the  incorruptible 
patriotism  and  steadfast  friendship  of  those  you  re- 
present, increase  my  regret  iniieing  compelled,  by 
official  duties,  to  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  join- 
ing you  upon  the  interesting  occasion.  There  is 
no  portion  of  the  people  of  this  country  whose  opi- 
nion of  the  high  deserts  of  general  Jackson  is  enti- 
tled to  more  weight  than  that  of  the  people  of 
Pennsylvania. 

They  were  amongst  the  first  to  rally  under  his 
political  standard— have  been  amongst  the  most 
constant  of  his  supporters — his  administration  has 
undergone  in  that  state  the  test  of  rigid  scrutiny, 
and  if  doubtless  will  be  amongst  the  most  cheering 
of  his  recollections,  that  Pennsylvania,  powerful 
and  respectable  as  she  is,  has  sustained  it  to  the 
last.  Political  history  does  not  afford  an  example 
of  a more  useful  or  a more  honorable  connection 
between  a representative  and  his  constituents. 

I am  not  insensible,  gentlemen,  how  much  there 
is  of  personal  kindness  in  the  flattering,  but  unde- 
served comparison  which  you  are  pleased  to  insti- 
tute between  my  humble  services  and  those  of 
the  distinguished  individual,  one  of  whose  heroic 
achievements  you  are  about  to  celebrate. 

To  be  thus  associated  with  him,  however,  in  the 
confidence  and  affections  of  the  democracy  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  excites  my  liveliest 
gratitude;  and  I beg  you  to  be  assured  that  no'  ex- 
ertion shall  be  spared  on  my  part,  to  realize  the 
flattering  anticipations  which  you  have  had  the 
goodness  to  express.  Accept  my  friendly  saluta- 
tions, and  believe  me  to  be,  very  truly,  yours, 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

To  Messrs.  Henry  Simpson,  Henry  Horn,  IF.  D.  Gil- 
pin, B.  E.  Carpenter,  J.  Thompson,  Peter  Hay, 
A.  L.  Roumjbrt,  committee. 


JEOSTATION  EXTRAORDINARY. 
Crossing  the  channel.  On  Monday,  Nov. 

14,  Mr.  Green  and  his  companions  dashed  off  in  the 
royal  balloon,  with  intention  to  reach  (wind  and 
weather  favorable)  the  metropolis  of  France.  The 
ascent  was  intended  to  be  a private  and  not  a pub- 
lic one,  so  far  as  the  admission  to  the  gardens  or  giv- 
ing notice  in  the  newspapers;  but  the  secret  was 
communicated  to  a few,  and  those  persons,  with  their 
friends,  eagerly  embraced  the  opportunity  of  wit- 
nessing so  remarkable  an  event.  Mr.  Holland,  Mr. 
Monck  Mason,  and  Mr.  Greene,  had  the  honor  and 
the  risk  of  departing  on  this  voyage  of  discovery. — 
They  proposed,  by  regulating  the  ascent,  to  seek  for 
such  a stream  of  air  as  would  take  them,  if  possible, 
towards  Paris,  and  if  that  should  not  be  practicable, 
they  would  be  guided  by  the  current,  which  might 
lead  towards  the  Belgian  capital;  and  in  case  they 
could  not  make  the  opposite  coast,  whether  French 
or  Belgian,  they  determined  to  remain  in  the  air  all 
night.  The  inflation  commenced  about  seven  o’clock 
in  the  morning.  The  balloon  was  inflated  almost  to 
its  utmost  dimensions,  and  appeared  capable  of  sus- 
taining an  serial  flight  for  many  hours  or  even  days. 

In  the  car  were  upwards  of  a ton  of  ballast,  se- 
veral gallons  of  brandy  and  wine,  a large  supply  of 
cotfee,  cold  fowls,  ham,  he.  an  apparatus  with  un- 
slacken lime  for  heating  the  coffee,  and  every  other 
appliance  to  insure  comfort  and  prerent  starvation 
and  cold.  There  were  also  a supply  of  blue  lights, 
stars,  and  other  fireworks,  to  be  let  down  at  night, 
if  the  voyage  was  not  accomplished  before  dark,  in 
order  to  enable  the  aeronauts  to  reconnoitre  the  coun- 
try from  their  elevation,  and  choose  the  point  of 
their  descent,  and  a number  of  parachutes,  to  which 
letters  were  fastened,  to  be  dropped  at  iatervals  in  the 
course  of  progression,  for  the  purpose  of  apprising 
the  public  of  their  transit,  arrival  and  safety — in  a 
word,  a more  complete  equipment  cannot  be  con- 
ceived. They  were  moreover,  furnished  with  pass- 
ports from  the  French  and  Dutch  embassies,  and 
with  a letter  for  the  king  of  Holland  from  his  repre- 
sentative in  this  country.  The  ascent  took  place  at 
half  past  one  P.  M.  The  balloon  took  at  first,  as 
near  as  possible,  the  direction  of  Maidstone,  and 
crossed  the  Medway  seven  miles  south  of  Rochester, 
at  12  minutes  to  three  o’clock. 

At  fourthe  aronants  were  two  miles  south  of  Can- 
terbury, and  caught  the  first  glimpse  of  the  sea  w ithin 
a quarter  of  an  hour  afterwards.  They  quitted  Eng- 
land precisely  at  twelve  minutes  before  five;  being 
‘hen  about  one  mile  east  of  Dover  Castle.  The  pas- 
sage from  London  to  Dover  was  thererore  etiected 
in  three  hours  and  eighteen  minutes.  At  ten  mi- 
nutes to  six  the  balloon  made  the  French  coast,  about 
one  mile  to  the  east  of  Calais.  The  transit  across 
the  water,  occupying  one  hour  and  two  minutes, 
appears  to  have  been  the  quickest  part  of  the  pas- 
sage. It  appears  to  have  passed  close  by  Cassel, 
and  within  a few  miles  of  Lille,  and  by  the  south  of 
Waterloo  and  Brussels,  and  over  Namur,  where  it 
arrived  at  half  past  eleven.  Hitherto  the  course  ta- 
ken had  been  east  south-easterly:  but  at  this  period 
a direction  due  east  must  have  been  taken.  This, 
however,  could  not  be  accurately  ascertained,  as  at 
midnight  they  were  in  almost  total  darkness;  nor  did 
the  day  begin  to  break  till  towards  five  o’clock.  At 
ten  minutes  past  five  the  greatest  altitude  during  the 
whole  trip  was  attained;  measuring  twenty  inches  to 
the  barometer,  giving  an  elevation  of  two  miles. 

The  balloon  crossed  the  Rhine  to  the  north  of  Cob- 
lentz  at  about  six  o’clock,  and  effected  a perfectly 
easy  and  safe  descent  a mile  or  two  beyond  Weil- 
burg,  in  Nassau,  on  an  estate  of  the  grand  duke,  who 
has^  it  is  said,  (but  for  this  part  of  the  story  we  do 
not  vouch),  lent  his  palace  to  the  aeronautic  party  for 
the  accommodation  of  themselves  and  their  balloon. 
The  exact  extent  of  the  distance  traversed  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  calculate  with  nicety,  on  account  of  the  dif- 
ferent currents  which  may  have  occasioned  a devia- 
tion from  the  direct  line,  which,  supposing  it  to  have 
been  precisely  kept,  would  be  as  nearly  345  miles 
as  possible.  Weilburg  is  situated  equi-distantly 
from  Coblentz,  Wisbaden  and  Frankfort,  at  about 
thirty  miles  from  each,  nearly  due  north  of  Wisba- 
den. For  this  novel  experiment  in  the  art  of  bal- 
loon travelling,  and  for  any  results  important  either 
to  science  or  locomotion  which  may  accrue  from  it, 
the  public  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Robert  Holland,  a 
gentleman  who  has  turned  much  attention  to  the 
subject,  and  at  whose  sole  expense  this  enterprise 
has  been  carried  into  effect. 


EXHIBITION  OF  SILK  GOODS. 

The  following  highly  interesting  article  from  the 
Nantucket  “Inquirer”  has  been  on  file  lor  some- 
time, and  we  regret  we  could  not  find  room  for  it 
until  now.  What  will  become  of  this  interesting- 
branch  of  American  industry  if  Mr.  Cambreleng’s 
g-rand  scheme  of  reducing  the  revenue  to  the  wants, 
of  the  government,  is  carried  into  effect? 
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A sort  of  fair  was  holden  at  the  establishment  of 
the  Atlantic  Silk  company  on  Thursday  and  yester- 
day, which  was  visited  by  between  two  and  three 
thousand  persons — all  of  whom  expressed  their  sur- 
prise and  gratification  at  the  perfection  of  the  works, 
and  the  beauty  of  the  products.  Among  the  va- 
rious articles  offered  for  inspection,  we  have  only 
time  to  enumerate  the  following: — 

Raw  silk.  Samples  of  the  kinds  imported  by  the 
company  from  Bengal,  Canton,  Smyrna,  Naples 
and  Calabria  respectively — some  of  the  skeins  mea- 
suring when  opened,  near  thirty  feet  in  circumfer- 
ence— the  winding  of  which  required  the  construc- 
tion of  reels  especially  for  this  purpose:  Samples  of 
American  silk,  reeled  in  Wilmington,  N.  C.  in 
Worcester  county,  Mass,  at  New  Bedford,  by  J. 
Rotch,  esq.  and  in  Nantucket.  The  three  latter 
specimens  were  decidedly  the  best,  and  were  in- 
deed of  a quality  superior  to  any  others  exhibited. 

Cocoons.  Specimens  of  different  kinds — mostly 
produced  in  this  state;  among  which  were  noticed 
some  which  were  perfectly  white,  others  varying 
from  a greenish  yellow  to  a deep  orange  color. — 
One  lot,  very  splendid,  and  of  extraordinary  size, 
from  Rochester,  (Mass.)  attracted  much  notice,  be- 
ing probably  the  largest  and  best  ever  exhibited  in 
the  United  States. 

Cloths.  Samples  of  silk  cloths  intended  for  hand- 
kerchiefs, woven  in  the  gluten.  These  comprised 
specimens  of  the  fabrics  made  in  J uly  last,  being  the 
company’s  first  attempt,  and  of  those  now  in  course 
of  manufacture.  The  astonishing  improvement 
made  in  the  course  of  a few  months,  was  obvious 
at  a glance.  White  and  nankin  colored  velveteens, 
of  silk  warp  and  cotton  filling,  for  vestings,  panta- 
loons, &c.  very  stout,  and  displaying  all  the  lustre 
and  high  finish  of  goods  composed  entirely  of  silk. 
Here  was  also  a piece  of  handkerchief  goods,  sent 
hither  from  Spitalfields,  Eng.  as  a specimen  of  the 
fabrics  woven  in  that  place  by  hand  looms,  from  a 
certain  quality  of  stock,  a lot  of  which  was  import- 
ed at  the  same  time:  lying  with  it  was  a sample  of 
the  goods  manufactured  in  this  mill  by  power 
looms,  from  precisely  the  same  stock.  The  great 
difference  in  favor  of  the  latter,  excited  the  admira- 
tion of  every  observer. 

Finished  goods.  These  consisted  mostly  of  silk 
aprons  and  handkerchiefs — the  latter  of  almost  eve- 
ry conceivable  pattern,  and  varying,  from  pure 
white,  with  a neat  pencilled  border,  to  hues  of  great 
brilliancy — some  comprising  six  or  eight  gorgeous 
colors  and  dazzling  figures  intermingled.  These 
articlco  being  on  sale,  were  rapidly  bought  up — 
most  of  the  visiters  feeling  desirous  to  possess  a 
memento  of  the  early  establishment,  of  this  im- 
portant branch  of  industry  upon  our  island.  We 
noticed  an  eager  preference  for  the  white  sort, 
which,  unluckily,  constituted  but  a small  propor- 
tion of  the  whole  number.  Among  the  handker- 
chiefs were  two  placed  in  contrast — one  woven  in 
July,  the  other  in  October — showing  a wonderful 
advancement  in  the  art.  Also,  a beautiful  hand- 
kerchief, woven  by  hand  loom,  the  silk  of  which 
was  raised,  reeled,  thrown  and  manufactured  by 
Mrs.  A.  Brooks,  of  Scituate,  Mass.;  the  whole  ma- 
chinery used  in  the  several  processes,  we  under- 
stand, having  been  made  in  the  family  of  Mr. 
Brooks. 

The  above  colored  and  stamped  goods  were  all 
printed  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Halliday,  of  the  Boston  and 
Lynn  Printing  and  Dying  company,  and  were  manu- 
factured under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Lloyd 
A.  Waite,  agent  of  the  Atlantic  Silk  company."— 
The  construction  and  operation  of  the  manufactur- 
ing apparatus,  the  product  of  Mr.  Gay’s  inventive 
ingenuity,  excited  great  interest.  The  medal  award- 
ed by  the  New  York  Mechanic’s  Institute,  was 
also  presented  for  examination;  it  bears  a charac- 
teristic device,  and  the  following  inscription — 
“Awarded  to  the  Atlantic  Silk  company  of  Nan- 
tucket, for  specimens  of  silk,  and  silk  goods — 
— Sept.  1836” — to  which  compliment,  we  doubt 
not,  every  visiter  on  this  occasion  will  cheerfully 
render  a favorable  response. 


BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

MEMORIAL  TO  CON-iRESS. 

To  the  honorable  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled, 

THE  MEMORIAL  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE  OF 
THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK, 

Respectfully  represents — 

The  subscribers,  in  behalf  of  the  board  of  trade, 
embracing  merchants  and  traders,  citizens  of  New 
York,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  invite  the  attention 
of  congress  to  the  present  deranged  state  of  the  cur- 
rency and  exchanges  of  the  United  States,  and  ask 
their  interposition  to  remedy  it.  They  do  this,  not 
merely  in  their  character  as  citizens,  but  because 


their  residence  and  their  occupations,  necessarily 
connecting  them  with  the  general  business  of  the 
United  States,  make  them  the  earliest  witnesses 
and  the  first  sufferers  by  any  disorder  in  our  moneta- 
ry system,  and  impose  upon  them  the  special  duty 
of  giving  the  earliest  notice  of  its  existence. 

It  is  an  obvious  truth  that  the  great  object  of  com- 
merce is  to  convey  the  products  of  industry  from 
the  original  producer  to  the  ultimate  consumer,  and 
that  all  obstructions,  and  all  charges  upon  their  pas- 
sage, although  apparently  borne  by  the  intermediate 
agents,  mustyetfallat  laston  the  productive  classes, 
and  are,  in  fact,  only  another  form  of  tax  on  the  in- 
dustry of  the  country.  The  undersigned,  therefore, 
deem  it  right,  not  merely  for  themselves,  but  for  all 
the  great  interests  of  the  union,  to  state  that  the  ad- 
vantages which  the  U.  States  have  for  some  years 
enjoyed  in  regard  to  their  currency  and  exchanges, 
have  ceased,  and  that  while  every  thing  in  the  coun- 
try, all  the  branches  of  industry,  every  species  of 
its  produce,  the  rapid  extension  of  its  internal  im- 
provements, its  relation  with  foreign  countries,  all 
indicate  a high  degree  of  prosperity,  yet  great  in- 
convenience and  distress  are  felt  in  consequence  of 
the  uncertain  and  vacillating  condition  of  the  cur- 
rency and  exchanges.  The  want  of  a uniform  cir- 
culation of  universal  and  equal  value  is  a source 
of  constant  embarrassment.  The  exchanges,  the 
charges  upon  the  carriage  of  the  produce  of  the 
country  to  its  destination,  have  become  so  disorder- 
ed as  to  interpose  a commercial  barrier  between 
different  sections  of  the  union,  while,  as  an  inevita- 
ble consequence,  the  interest  of  money  has  risen  to 
a rate  so  oppressive  as  to  threaten  ruin  to  all  branch- 
es of  industry.  A correct  view  of  the  change  may 
be  obtained  by  comparing  the  rates  of  exchange 
between  parts  of  the  United  States  and  the  city  of 
New  York,  in  the  years  1829  and  1836. 


Rates  of  exchange 
from  N.  York  to 

1829.* 

1836. 

Portland 

Par. 

i to  1 

discount. 

Portsmouth 

“ 

1 

u 

ii 

Boston 

Providence 

ti 

par  to  I f 
“ 1 

ii 

it 

Hartford 

it 

h 

a 

Baltimore 

it 

i 

a 

Washington 

it  discount,  i, 

i 

a 

Richmond 

3 

it 

1 

3 

a 

Norfolk 

i 

1 

3 

a 

Fayetteville 

Par. 

2 

3 

it 

Charles!  on 

1 

3 

a 

Savannah 

i discount.  1 

3 

a 

Augusta  and  Macon 

i 

it 

1 

6 

a 

Mobile 

4 

it 

2,f 

7 

a 

New  Orleans 

1 

it 

2| 

7 

(C 

St.  Louis 

J 

it 

7 

a 

Lexington 

i 

ii 

2 

7 

a 

Louisville 

4 

it 

2 

7 

a 

Cincinnati 

i 

ii 

2 

7 

a 

Pittsburgh 

i 

ii 

2 

7 

a 

Buffalo 

Par 

1 

4 

a 

Florida 

« 

1 

4 

tt 

But  few  banks  deal  in  exchanges  at  the  lowest 
rates  here  quoted  and  when  they  do  it,  it  is  to  a 
very  limited  amount,  when  compared  to  the  im- 
mense wants  of  the  mercantile  community. 

The  extent  of  those  evils  upon  all  the  operations 
of  industry,  will  be  readily  seen  by  congress,  and 
needs  no  illustration  from  your  memorialists,  who 
will  proceed  to  the  more  agreeable  task  of  suggest- 
ing what  seem3  to  be  the  appropriate  correction  of 
them. — It  is  this: 

The  whole  moneyed  system  of  the  U.  States  is  in 
the  hands  of  certain  corporations  called  state  banks 
who  furnish  directly  or  indirectly  all  the  currency, 
and  negotiate  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  domestic 
exchanges.  That  their  instrumentality  has  been 
eminently  useful,  if  not  necessary,  is  willingly  con- 
ceded. But  to  their  safe  administration  it  was  ear- 
ly deemed  essential  that  the  general  government, 
charged  with  the  care  of  the  circulating  medium, 
and  with  the  commercial  regulations  between  the 
states,  should  by  means  of  its  revenue  superintend 
and  to  a certain  degree  control  their  movements. 
For  this  purpose  was  devised  the  national  bank, 
which  since  the  foundation  of  the  government  has 
formed  a part  of  our  monetary  system,  except  in  a 
single  interval  when  evils  produced  by  its  absence 
occasioned  its  re-establisment.  The  country  was 
still  languishing  under  the  exhaustion  of  the  revolu- 
tionary war,  when  the  bank  of  the  United  States  in 
1791  re-established  its  credit,  furnished  a sound 
currency,  and  gave  safety  to  its  internal  exchanges. 
When  it  ceased  in  1811,  the  creation  of  a multitude 
of  state  banks  produced  a suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ment and  a total  derangement  of  the  currency  ard 
the  exchanges,  which  nothing  could  retrieve  but 


‘The  lates  of  1829  are  from  the  hon.  Mr.  McDuf- 
fie’s report  to  congress. 


the  re-establishment  of  a similar  and  larger  national 
bank. 

Since  the  institution  has  ceased  to  possess  the 
power  of  control  given  by  the  public  deposites,  both 
the  currency  and  the  exchanges  hav#  relapsed  into 
confusion,  and  the  question  now  forces  itself  upon 
congress,  by  what  process  the  restoration  can  be  ac- 
complished. The  memorialists  do  not  hesitate  to 
recommend  as  the  most  easy,  simple  and  effectual 
expedient,  the  return  to  the  known  and  tried  system 
of  a national  bank,  which  our  own  experience  and 
that  of  the  great  commercial  nations  of  Europe  con- 
cur in  recommending.  That  some  controlling  power 
is  necessary,  must  be  manifest.  According  to  the 
report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  congress  at 
its  present  session,  within  less  than  three  years  the 
paper  circulation  of  the  banks  has  increased  from 
76  millions  to  120  millions,  the  banking  capital  in- 
creased from  200  millions  to  300  millions;  and  the 
legislatures  of  27  states  and  territories  exercised  the 
power  of  agumeriting  at  will  their  number.  Here 
then  are  27  sovereignties  with  an  indefinite  power 
to  make  banks.  Here  are  several  hundred  banks 
with  an  indefinite  power  to  make  currency.  They 
cannot  control  each  other,  the  state  governments 
cannot  control  them,  since  the  power  of  the  state 
government  is  fitted  more  to  prepare  than  to  prevent 
the  excesses  of  banking,  so  tnat  there  is  no  efficient 
check  on  the  exercise  of  a power  upon  which  every 
man’s  property  depends  for  its  value,  and  every  man’s 
industry  for  its  reward.  That  such  a state  of  things 
can  long  be  endured  is  impossible.  That  it  must  end 
in  total  derangement,  to  be  rectified  only  by  a great 
confusion  is  manifest,  and  it  seems  therefore  the  part 
of  true  wisdom  to  anticipate,  and,  ifpossible  to  pre- 
vent these  excesses.  This  can  be  done  in  two  ways 
only.  By  the  power  of  the  treasury,  or  by  a nation- 
al bank.  But  the  power  of  the  treasury,  over  such 
a multitude  of  institutions,  is  necessarily  very  im- 
perfect. It  can  operate  only  on  banks  which  are 
the  depositories  of  the  public  revenue,  comparative- 
ly few  in  number,  and  not  able,  however  disposed, 
to  superintend  the  operations  of  other  banks. 

The  extreme  penalty  too  which  the  treasury  could 
apply  to  any  bank  negligent  of  its  credit,  would  be 
the  refusal  of  its  notes  for  revenue,  a penalty  which 
would  be  rather  a benefit  by  withdrawing  its  super- 
vision from  the  offender.  With  every  possible  re- 
spect too,  for  those  who  have  been,  or  may  here- 
after be  at  the  head  of  the  treasury,  it  is  obvious 
that  there  is  no  peculiar  fitness  in  that  department 
for  the  superintendance  of  banks,  and  that  there 
may  be  great  danger  in  thus  making  the  moneyed 
concerns  of  the  country  a mere  appendage  to  a su- 
bordinate department  of  the  executive.  The  present 
scheme  was  examined  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  in  1809,  and  he  said  of  it,  that 
the  state  banks  could  not  transact  the  public  busi- 
ness as  well  as  the  bank  of  the  United  States;  “nor,” 
added  he,  “is  it  desirable  that  the  general  govern- 
ment should,  in  respect  to  its  own  operations,  be 
entirely  dependent  on  institutions  over  which  it  has 
no  control  whatever.  A national  bank,  deriving  its 
charter  from  the  national  legislature,  will,  at  all 
times,  and  in  every  emergency,  feel  stronger  induce- 
ments, both  from  interest  and  from  sense  of  duty,  to 
afford  to  the  union  every  assistance  within  its  pow- 
er.” It  was  tried  by  Mr.  Dallas,  in  1814,  and  he 
declared  that  “the  establishment  of  a national  insti- 
tution, operating  upon  credit,  combined  with  capi- 
tal, and  regulated  by  prudence  and  good  faith,  is, 
after  all,  the  only  efficient  remedy  for  the  disordered 
condition  of  our  circulating  medium.”  If  this  plan 
of  insulated  state  banks,  supervised  by  the  treasury, 
be  insufficient,  there  remains  only  one  expedient, 
the  national  bank,  which  has  the  obvious  recom- 
mendation, that,  during  forty  years  of  its  existence 
it  succeeded  perfectly.  Placed  at  the  head  of  the 
banks  of  the  United  States,  with  the  public  revenue 
to  collect  and  disburse,  coming  into  constant  busi- 
ness contact  with  all  the  state  banks,  it,  and  it  alone, 
can  exercise  that  habitual  and  gentle,  and  salutary 
supervision,  which  is  at  once  the  check  of  each  and 
the  security  of  them  all.  In  short,  such  an  estab- 
lishment has  existed,  and  is  familiar  to  the  habits 
of  the  country,  and  your  memorialists  desire  nothing 
better  than  to  return  to  that  system  under  which 
the  commerce  and  currency  of  our  country  so  long 
prospered. 

As  to  the  power  of  the  government  to  recognize 
such  an  institution.it  is  presumed  that  no  doubt  can 
now  be  entertained.  It  was  established  during  the 
administration  of  Washington,  and  has  received  in 
some  form,  more  or  less  direct,  the  sanction  of  all  his 
successors.  Even  in  refusing  his  assent  to  the  act 
of  congress  passed  in  1832,  the  present  chief  magis- 
trate said  “tnat  a bank  of  the  United  States  compe- 
tent to  all  the  duties  which  are  required  by  the  go- 
vernment, might  be  so  organized  as  not  to  infringe 
on  our  own  delegated  powers  or  the  reserved  rights 
of  the  states,  I have  not  a doubt.  Had  the  execu- 
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tive  been  called  upon  to  furnish  the  project  of  such 
an  institution  the  duty  would  have  been  cheerfully 
performed.” 

Your  memorialists  accordingly  request,  that  as 
the  moneyed  concerns  of  the  country  are  already  de- 
ranged, and  are  tending  to  still  greater  confusion, 
congress  will,  without  delay,  create  such  an  insti- 
tution as  is  suggested  by  the  president,  by  which 
great  advantages  may  be  conferred  on  the  country, 
while  the  rights  of  the  general  government  and  of 
the  states,  may  be  scrupulously  protected  from  en- 
croachment and  injury. 

From  the  relation  which  exists  between  this  city 
and  every  section  of  the  United  States,  in  the  ope- 
rations of  trade,  as  well  as  the  receipts  of  the  public 
iunds,  your  memorialists  also  request  that  the  said 
institution  may  be  located  in  New  York. 

In  behalf  of  the  board, 

GABRIEL  P.  DISOSWAY, 
NATHANIEL  WEED, 
THOMAS  DENNY, 

S.  DRAPER,  jr. 

G.  S.  ROBINS. 

The  above  memorial  was  unanimously  adopted  by 
the  board  of  trade,  at  a meeting,  January  4,  1S37. 

HUGH  AUCIIINCLOSS,  president. 

John  Ely , recording  secretary . 


THE  POST  OFFICE  CONFLAGRATION. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  Friday,  January  20. 

Mr.  Connor,  from  the  committee  on  the  post  of- 
fice and  post  roads,  which  was,  on  the  15th  De- 
cember, instructed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the 
recent  conflagration  of  the  post  office  department, 
made  the  following  report: 

The  committee  on  tne  post  office  and  post  Toads 
report  that,  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  loth 
ultimo,  instructing  them  “to  inquire  into  the  causes 
of  this  morning’s  conflagration  of  the  general  post 
office  building;  and  also  to  inquire  what  losses  have 
been  sustained  by  the  government,  and  whether  any, 
and,  if  any,  what  legislation  is  rendered  necessary 
by  such  conflagration;”  “and  that  they  be  authoris- 
ed to  send  for  persons  and  papers  in  investigating 
the  causes  of  the  burning  of  the  post  office  building,” 
did,  at  an  early  day  thereafter,  proceed  to  the  inves- 
tigation. They  summoned  and  examined,  on  oath, 
all  persons  whom  they  could  learn  or  suppose  any 
information  could  be  obtained  from  on  the  subject. 
Among  those,  were  the  postmaster  general,  the  ci- 
ty postmaster,  the  commissioner  of  patents,  the 
watchmen,  messengers,  and  several  clerks  belong- 
ing to  each  office,  together  with  citizens  who  were 
ascertained  to  have  been  upon  the  ground  immedi- 
ately after  the  alarm  of  fire  was  given. 

It  appears  from  the  testimony  that  the  fire  was 
discovered  between  the  hours  of  three  and  four 
o’clock  in  the  morning.  As  to  the  precise  time,  it 
will  be  seen  there  is  some  difference  in  the  state- 
ments of  witnesses;  and  it  is  but  reasonable  there 
should  be,  in  the  hurry  and  bustle  of  getting  out  of 
bed  at  that  hour,  and  hastening  to  the  scene.  Sa- 
muel Crown,  a messenger,  who  was  sleeping  in  the 
city  post  office,  and  Joel  C.  Reynolds,  a watchman 
in  the  general  post  office,  seem  to  have  been  the  first 
persons  to  discover  the  smoke,  and  give  the  alarm. 
Crown  was  awakened  from  sleep  by  the  smoke.  He 
rose.  Finding  the  room  filled  with  smoke,  he  ex- 
amined the  fire  in  his  room;  went  into  the  passage; 
it  was  filled  with  smoke.  He  waked  up  Mr.  Sum- 
mers, a watchman,  and  Mr.  Cox,  a clerk,  both  of 
whom  were  sleeping  in  the  city  office.  He  ran  out 
of  the  east  door,  and  found  smoke  issuing  from  be- 
neath the  platform  or  steps,  by  which  you  enter  the 
east  end  of  the  building.  He  passed  round  to  the 
south  side,  fronting  on  E street,  broke  open  the  cel- 
lar windows.  He  felt  the  heat  sensibly  at  the  third 
window  from  the  east  corner,  and  at  the  fourth  win- 
dow it  was  quite  hot.  Mr.  Cox,  on  rising,  opened 
necessarily  two  doors  connecting  with  the  great  let- 
ter-room, and  passed  through  one  corner  of  that 
room  in  getting  to  the  east  door;  his  own  room  ad- 
joining and  the  letter-room  were  filled  with  smoke, 
but  no  light  was  to  be  seen.  He  heard  the  fire 
crackling  beneath  his  feet  as  he  passed  out. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  one  of  the  clerks  in  the  city  office, 
resides  near  the  building;  heard  the  alarm,  and  was 
on  the  ground  shortly — and  made  several  ineffectual 
efforts  to  enter  the  letter-room,  as  did  others.  But 
such  was  the  density  of  the  smoke  when  the  first 
discovery  wa3  made,  and  very  quickly  afterwards 
of  heat,  that  it  is  believed  an  effort  at  any  time  af- 
ter the  discovery  would  have  been  unavailing.  Ve- 
ry shortly  after  this,  the  fire  was  seen  bursting 
through  the  floor  in  the  letter-room,  as  is  supposed 
some  fifteen  or  twenty  or  thirty  feet  from  the  east 
door  of  that  room  The  fire  increasing  rapidly,  ve- 
ry quickly  appeared  at  the  window  on  the  south 
side,  and  burnt  through  the  second  window  on  the 
east  side  of  the  south  delivery-door.  In  the  testi- 
mony of  those  who  reached  the  ground  early,  there 


is  scarcely  any  difference  in  relation  to  the  smoke 
issuing  from  the  cellar  windows,  and  proves  con- 
clusively that  the  fire  originated  in  the  cellar,  under 
the  city  post  office.  About  the  time  that  the  fire 
burst  from  the  cellar  windows  and  the  window 
above  on  the  east  side  of  the  delivery-door,  an  en- 
gine had  arrived  and  was  in  readiness,  and  com- 
menced playing,  first  into  the  cellar  window,  and 
then  in  at  the  upper  window  into  the  letter-room. 
A momentary  hope  seems  to  have  been  entertained 
that  the  fire  might  yet  be  extinguished.  But  the 
water  failed,  and  the  building  was  given  up  by  all 
for  lost.  Other  engines  arrived,  but  too  late  to  ren- 
der any  service.  An  engine  belonging  to  the  post 
office  department  was,  very  shortly  after  the  disco- 
very of  the  fire,  brought,  but  was  ascertained  to  be 
out  of  repair  and  useless.  That,  and  some  buckets 
belonging  also  to  the  post  office  department,  are  the 
only  means  which  seem  to  have  been  provided  at 
any  time  to  meet  such  contingency.  Not  a ladder 
of  any  length  could  be  obtained  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  building.  Several  witnesses  expressed 
the  opinion,  that,  had  there  been  engines  and  other 
means  necessary  at  the  building  within  a reasonable 
time  after  the  discovery  and  alarm,  the  fire  might 
have  been  extinguished. 

The  officers,  clerks  and  messengers,  reside  in 
different  parts ^>f  the  city,  many  of  them  at  so  great 
a distance  from  the  office  as  not  to  have  heard  the 
alarm;  others  at  so  late  an  hour  as  not  to  have  got- 
ten to  the  ground  until  the  building  throughout  was 
in  flames.  Those  who  were  present  seemed  to  ex- 
ert themselves  in  doing  whatever  could  be  done. — 
The  postmaster  general,  residing  within  a few  rods 
of  the  building,  was,  very  shortly  after  the  alarm 
was  given,  at  the  office,  and,  apprehending  the  con- 
sequences, went  directly  into  his  office,  and  com- 
menced, with  some  two  or  three  others  there,  the 
getting  out  of  the  books  and  papers  belonging  to 
the  post  office  department.  Those  on  the  first  and 
second  floors  were  gotten  out,  except  the  files  and 
some  books  belonging  to  the  office  of  appointments. 
Those  were  in  cases  in  the  rooms  and  around  the 
walls  adjoining  the  patent  office.  Some  books 
from  the  third  story  were  saved;  the  greater  part 
were  lost. 

Your  committee  have  examined  thirty-two  per- 
sons, whose  testimony  they  here  present.  That 
testimony,  taken  together,  is  conclusive  to  the 
minds  of  your  committee,  that  the  fire  did  originate 
in  the  cellar  under  the  city  post  office;  but  in  which 
room  in  the  cellar  they  will  not  undertake  to  say 
certainly,  and  are  unable  to  charge  the  fire  with 
certainty  to  any  particular  cause.  From  the  testi- 
mony of  the  messengers  in  the  city  post  office  and 
patent  office,  it  appears  that  they  were  in  the  habit 
of  depositing  ashes  in  the  cellar;  a practice  that 
your  committee  views  as  highly  improper  and  dan- 
gerous. On  the  morning  preceding  the  fire,  the 
messenger  attached  to  the  patent  office  did  depo- 
site  a small  quantity  of  ashes  in  the  third  room 
from  the  east  corner.  They  were  taken  up,  he 
states,  the  morning  before  their  deposite,  and  re- 
mained there  that  day  and  night  in  an  iron  vessel; 
and  such  was  their  precaution,  that  they  never  did 
deposite  the  ashes  in  the  cellar  on  the  day  they 
were  taken  up.  Those  ashes  are  repiesented  as 
being  placed  in  a pine  box  that  would  contain  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  bushels.  In  this  room  the  patent 
office  had  their  winter’s  wood  stored.  The  box 
stood  near  a brick  wall,  and  some  four  or  five  feet 
distance  from  the  wood.  Yet  other  boxes  were 
near  the  one  used  as  an  ash-box. 

It  further  appears,  from  the  testimony  of  several, 
that,  some  year  or  more  ago,  a box  placed  in  the  pas- 
sage in  the  cellar  for  the  purpose  of  depositing  ashes 
in,  did  take  fire,  but  was  fortunately  discovered  in 
time,  and  ousted,  before  any  injury  was  done.  It  is 
possible  that  the  fire  may  have  originated  in  this  box 
containing  ashes,  but  from  the  evidence  your  com- 
mittee are  left  in  doubt  and  uncertainty.  The  box 
was  placed  near  a brick  wall,  some  four  or  five  feet 
distant  from  the  wood.  Other  boxes,  dry,  and  of 
inflammable  material,  (pine),  were  near  and  on  the 
side  that  stood  the  ash-box,  and,  on  being  set  fire 
to,  would  have  produced  a flame  that  would  proba- 
bly have  been  seen  by  those  who  first  discovered 
the  smoke.  Yet  those  witnesses  who  were  ear- 
liest on  the  ground  saw  no  light  in  the  cellar,  but 
all  agree  in  seeing  smoke  issuing  from  the  win- 
dows, and  most  freely  from  those  in  the  second  and 
third  rooms  from  the  east  corner.  That  the  fire 
originated  in  one  of  two  rooms  in  the  cellar,  (the 
second  and  third  rooms  from  the  east  corner),  there 
is  no  difference  of  opinion  with  your  committee; 
as  to  the  particular  room,  some  difference  of  opi- 
nion is  entertained,  the  majority  being  unable  to 
decide  in  which  of  the  rooms  it  commenced. 

The  testimony  of  Mr.  Cox,  a clerk,  and  Mr. 
Crown,  the  messenger,  both  of  whom  slept  in  the 
dffice,  as  well  as  others,  proves  that  all  was  safe  in 


the  office  at  about  half  after  two  o’clock  that  morn- 
ing; a portion  of  the  clerks  were  necessarily  in  the 
office  every  night  until  about  that  hour;  that  morn- 
ing, about  half  after  two,  the  business  was  closed, 
and  the  clerks  lelt  the  office  for  their  homes;  on 
their  retiring,  the  fires  in  the  hearths  and  stoves 
were  examined  by  Mr.  Cox  and  Mr.  Crown,  and 
so  secured  that  there  was  believed  to  be  no  danger 
before  they  went  to  bed.  Mr.  Summers,  the  watch- 
man, whose  duty  it  is  also  through  the  night  to  give 
out  the  mails,  states  in  his  testimony  that  about 
three  o’clock  that  morning,  he  was  called  up  by  the 
driver  for  the  southern  mail;  that,  after  delivering 
it,  he  went  out  of  the  east  door  and  over  the  plat- 
form or  steps,  under  which  smoke  was  afterwards 
discovered;  at  that  time  all  was  calm  and  quiet, 
and  there  was  no  appearance  or  smell  of  smoke. — 
It  appears  that  charges  to  be  careful  about  fire  were 
almost  daily  given  by  the  postmaster  to  those 
around  him.  In  the  post  office  department  there 
were  two  watchmen  employed,  who  took  it  by 
turns  in  watching  through  the  night,  one  of  whom 
was  on  duty  until  midnight,  when  the  other  was 
aroused  to  his  duty,  and  continued  up  until  sunrise; 
they  were  required  often  through  the  night  to  be 
out,  and  look  around  not  only  that  part  of  the 
building  occupied  by  the  post  office  department,  but 
the  whole  building. 

The  diagrams  marked  A and  B will  exhibit  the 
position  of  the  rooms  in  the  basement  or  cellar,  and 
the  first  floor  or  city  post  office.  C exhibits  the 
building  after  the  fire,  with  the  marks  of  fire  and 
smoke.  The  old  building  was  occupied  entire  by 
the  general  post  office,  and  the  new  part  or  cast  end, 
erected  some  ten  or  twelve  years  since,  the  first  floor 
of  which  was  occupied  bv  the  city  post  office,  and 
the  second  and  third  stories  were  occupied  by  the 
patent  office.  The  passage  in  the  cellar,  in  con- 
nexion with  that  in  the  old  building,  was  continued 
quite  through  the  new  one,  and  on  either  side  were 
divided  into  rooms  which  have  been  used  for  wood, 
coal,  lumber,  &c.  The  first  room  in  the  south  east 
corner  had  in  it  pine  wood  and  coal;  the  second,  west, 
was  filled  with  oak  and  pine  wood,  both  belonging  to 
the  city  office;  the  next  or  third,  was  stored  with 
wood  belonging  to  the  patent  office,  and  in  which 
stood  the  ash-box  before  mentioned.  On  the  north 
side  the  first  room  had  in  it  wood,  the  second  was 
not  occupied,  the  third  occupied  by  the  patent  office, 
the  fourth  had  in  it  coal  belonging  to  the  general  post 
office;  the  windows  in  the  rooms  on  the  east,  south 
side,  had  wooden  shutters  hung  on  the  upper  side, 
that  fell  too  of  themselves,  and  might  be  entered 
without  difficulty  by  any  person  who  wished  to  pass 
in  on  the  first  floor.  The  postmaster  occupied  the 
room  in  the  south  east  corner,  and  in  which  the  mes- 
senger slept  at  night.  The  next  and  large  room 
fronting  south  on  E street,  was  the  letter  and  news- 
paper room;  the  front  room  on  the  north  side  from 
the  east  corner  w'as  used  by  Mr.  Summers,  the 
watchman  as  a sleeping  room,  and  had  in  it  also 
portmanteaus,  bags,  &c.;  the  second  contained  can- 
dles, oil,  portmanteaus,  old  letter  cases,  paper,  &c.; 
in  this  room  fire  at  no  time  was  kept;  the  third  was 
used  by  Mr.  Cox,  the  fourth  by  colonel  Corcoran, 
assistant  postmaster. 

In  relation  to  the  losses  sustained  by  the  govern- 
ment, your  committee  arc  unable  to  oiler  any  opi- 
nion satisfactory  to  themselves,  or  that  might  be  so 
to  others.  Much  of  that  lost  none  could  fix  a value 
on;  the  models,  the  drawings,  the  books,  and  all  else 
connected  with  the  patent  office,  are  lost — nothing 
saved.  The  letters,  papers,  and  mails  that  remained 
in  the  post  office,  with  the  furniture,  all  destroyed, 
with  the  fuel  belonging  to  the  offices. 

The  necessity  for  the  erection  of  a building  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  post  otlice  department  must 
be  obvious  to  all.  The  great  object  of  the  govern- 
ment should  be  the  safety  and  preservation  of  the 
records.  Those  can  be  secure  only  in  buildings 
strictly  fire-proof.  It  was  the  practice  in  the  post 
office  building,  and  perhaps  is  the  same  in  the  other 
departments,  necessarily  so,  of  stowing  in  the  cel- 
lars of  the  buildings  their  fuel.  The  danger  that  the 
buildings  are  always  liable  to  of  being  fired  acci- 
dentally or  otherwise,  can  be  prevented  only  by  the 
erection  of  out-buildings  for  the  stowing  in  of  wood 
and  coal;  and  for  that  purpose  your  committee  have 
instructed  me  to  report  a bill. 

The  bill  accompanying  the  report  was  twice  read, 
and  referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole. 


MEMORIAL  OF  WM.  B.  LLOYD. 

To  the  editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer: 
Gentlemen:  The  accompanying  memorial  was 
this  morning  enclosed  to  the  honorable  Thomas 
Morris,  and  delivered  to  him  in  his  seat  in  the 
United  States  senate,  with  a note  from  myself,  de- 
siring him  as  a friend,  and  demanding,  as  one  of  his 
constituents,  that  he  should  present  it  to  the  senate. 
This  he  refused  to  do,  and  returned  me  the  paper 
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without  a reply.  Fran  the  honorable  stand  taken 
by  Mr.  Morris  on  tlo  night  of  my  seizure,  in 
making  an  almost  unaia?d  elfort  to  rescue  a citi- 
zen from  injustice  and  ojpression,  I was  led  to 
believe  that  I might  rely  c»i  him  to  procure  the 
means  of  being  heard,  and  ot  denying  the  charges 
and  abuse  heaped  upon  me  bj  Mr.  Senator  Ben- 
ton. 

I might  procure  the  presentation  of  the  memorial 
through  other  members  of  that  bo?y,  who  are  my 
friends,  but  as  no  one  of  them  took  part  or  lot  in 
the  matter,  I do  not  think  it  proper  to  trouble  those 
gentlemen  with  it. 

A proper  sense  of  self-respect,  and  a due  regard 
to  my  own  dignity,  will  not  permit  me  again  to  ask 
any  favor  or  right  from  those  members  who  have 
shown  such  an  entire  disregard  to  individual  jus- 
tice, and  the  rights  of  “that  people’’  whose  servants 
they  are. 

Nothing  then  is  left  me  but  to  lay  the  matter  be- 
fore the  country  by  the  same  means  which  have  al- 
ready made  a part  of  the  transaction  known  to  the 
world — the  public  papers. 

The  late  hour  prohibits  my  entering  further  into 
the  matter  at  present.  Respectfully  yours,  &c. 

WM.  B.  LLOYD. 

Washington,  Jan.  19. 

To  the  honorable  senate  of  the  United  States: 

The  memorial  of  William  B.  Lloyd,  a citizen  of 
the  state  of  Ohio,  respectfully  represents:  That  on 
Monday,  the  16th  of  January,  at  a late  hour  of  the 
night,  your  memorialist  wa3  present,  with  a large 
number  of  citizens,  (all  of  whom  to  him  were  en- 
tire strangers),  in  the  gallery  of  the  senate. 

That,  while  the  clerk  of  the  senate  was  discharg- 
ing the  office  imposed  upon  him  of  “expunging”  a 
certain  resolution  from  the  journals  of  your  body, 
a loud,  sudden  and  continued  hiss  proceeded  from 
the  people  in  various  parts  of  the  galleries,  appa- 
rently at  the  same  instant. 

That  your  memorialist  heard  an  order  issued  by 
the  presiding  officer  to  clear  the  galleries,  which 
order  your  memorialist  was  ready  and  willing  to 
obey.  But  immediately  after  the  issuing  of  that 
order,  and  before  it  was  carried  into  effect,  he 
heard  the  doors  ordered  to  be  closed.  And  your 
memorialist  then  heard  an  individual  senator,  in  a 
tone  of  command,  say,  in  substance,  and  as  nearly 
as  your  memorialist  can  recollect,  in  the  words  that 
follow: 

“ Let  the  hired  ruffians  of  the  bank,  who  are  here, 
as  when  the  bank  was  in  power,  armed  to  the  teeth, 
attempting  to  overawe  the  proceedings  of  this  senate, 
not  escape.  Let  them  be  seized!  Seize  the  ruffians! 
There! — there  is  one  who  can  be  easily  recognised. 
Seize  him!” 

Your  memorialist  was  then  arrested  by  the  ser- 
geant-at-anns,  and  imprisoned  in  one  of  the  rooms 
of  the  capitol  until  conducted  into  the  presence  of 
the  senate,  where  he  was  also  detained  in  close  cus- 
tody, until,  after  being  declared  by  an  individual 
senator  to  have  been  “sufficiently  punished,” 
your  memorialist  was  ordered  by  the  presiding  offi- 
cer to  be  discharged. 

Your  memorialist  heard  no  charge  preferred 
against  him,  except  as  implied  in  the  conversation 
of  senators  during  the  time  he  was  in  custody,  and 
from  the  language  of  the  individual  senator  before 
referred  to.  He  saw  no  written  process,  nor  does 
he  know  or  believe  that  any  warrant  or  legal  autho- 
rity existed  for  his  arrest. 

Nor  were  any  interrogatories  addressed  to  him. 
And  when  your  memorialist,  in  a respectful  man- 
ner, asked  the  presiding  officer  “if  he  might  be 
permitted  to  speak  a word  in  his  own  behalf,”  the 
rivilege  of  speech  and  defence  was  denied  him — 
is  voice  was  attempted  to  be  drowned  by  cries  of 
“remove  him” — “remove  him;”  and,  by  order  of 
the  presiding  officer,  he  was  thrust  ignominiously 
from  the  door  of  the  senate. 

Your  memorialist  believes  that  he  was  thus  de- 
prived of  those  rights  and  privileges  which  are 
guarantied  to  him  "by  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
constitution — of  those  rights  which  the  people  of 
England  so  long  struggled  to  secure — which  our 
forefathers  deemed  of  so  high  importance  that  they 
have  individually  specified  them  in  our  own  sacred 
charter,  and  one  of  which  was  reaffirmed  by  your 
body  in  the  eighth  sentence  of  the  preamble  of  the  ex- 
punging resolutions  which  were  passed  a few  minutes 
previous  to  the  arrest  of  your  memorialist,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words:  “And  whereas,  the  said  resolve  was 
not  warranted  by  the  constitution,  and  was  irregu- 
larly and  illegally  adopted  by  the  senate  in  viola- 
tion OF  THE  RIGHTS  OF  DEFENCE  WHICH  BE- 
LONG TO  EVERY  INDIVIDUAL  CITIZEN,”  &C. 

And,  also,  of  the  declaration  contained  in  the  tenth 
sentence  of  the  same  preamble. 

Your  memorialist  has  heretofore,  from  his  earliest 
youth,  entertained  the  most  exalted  feeling  of  re- 


spect for  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  as  a con- 
stituent branch  of  the  government.  He  has  ever 
regarded  its  members  as  the  guardians  of  the  sacred 
liberties  of  the  people,  as  well  as  of  the  dignity  of 
the  nation,  and  he  has  ever  considered  it  his  duty  as 
well  as  his  high  privilege,  in  that  capacity,  to  honor 
and  respect  them.  That  belief  and  those  feelings 
he  wishes  ever  to  be  able  to  maintain. 

Your  memorialist,  therefore,  confidently  and  re- 
spectfully asks  of  the  senate  that  his  denial  of  the 
truth  and  propriety  of  the  degrading  epithets  ap- 
plied to  him  on  the  floor  of  the  senate,  and  that  this 
his  statement  and  protestation  against  the  course 
pursued  in  thus  prejudging  and  punishing  him 
without  a hearing,  may  be  read  and  received  by  the 
senate. 

Your  memorialist  denies  that  he  is  a “ruffian.” 
And  so  far  from  being,  as  charged  and  convicted, 
“hired  by  the  bank,”  he  is  not  even  acquainted 
with  any  of  its  officers,  nor  does  he  know  that  he 
has  seen  any  one  of  them  within  the  last  ten  years. 
Nor  has  your  memorialist  at  any  time  been  indebt- 
ed in  any  sum  of  money,  or  in  any  amount  of  ser- 
vice, to  that  bank,  nor  has  he  any  amount  of  inter- 
est or  concern  in  that  or  any  bank  whatever. 

Your  memorialist,  with  all  due  respect  to  your 
constituted  body,  cannot  allow  his  own  private 
character  to  be  considered  of  less  importance  than 
that  of  any  other  man  living;  nor  can  he,  for  a mo- 
ment, believe  that  his  own  conscious  rectitude  of 
intention  is  not  equally  well  founded  with  that  of 
any  member  of  your  honorable  body. 

As  a free-born  American  citizen,  entitled  to  the 
full  and  free  enjoyment  of  all  those  rights,  and  to 
that  protection  which  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
our  country  promise  to  the  humblest  as  well  as  to 
the  highest  individual,  your  memorialist  respectful- 
ly demands  the  only  redress  which  can  now  be  ex- 
tended to  him — the  reading  and  reception  of  this 
his  solemn  declaration  and  protest. 

Washington,  January  18,  1837. 


VOTES  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESEN- 
TATIVES. 

TUESDAY,  JANUARY  17. 

Upon  suspending  the  rules,  so  as  to  allow  Mr. 
Underwcrod  to  introduce  a resolution  looking  to  the 
prevention  of  the  mutilation  of  the  records  of  either 
house  of  congress: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  C.  Allan,  Heman  Alien, 
Ashley,  Bailey,  Bond,  Briggs,  Win.  B.  Calhoun, 
Carter,  John  Chambers,  Chetwood,  Nathaniel  H. 
Claiborne,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crane,  Cushing,  Dawson, 
Deberry,  Denny,  Elmore,  Evans.  Everett,  Granger, 
Graves,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall, 
Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hazeltine,  Heister, 
Hoar,  Howell,  Ingersoll,  Janes,  Henry  Johnson, 
Lawrence,  Lay,  L.  Lea,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Sampson 
Mason,  Maury,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Pat- 
ton, J.  A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Phil- 
lips, Pickens,  Potts,  Rencher,  Robertson,  Russell, 
W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Sloane,  Spangler, 
Standefer,  Steele,  Taliaferro,  W.  Thompson,  Under- 
wood, Vinton,  Washington,  White,  Elisha  Whittle- 
sey, L.  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Wise,  Young 
—77. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Ash,  Barton,  Bean,  Beaumont, 
Black,  Bockee, Boon,  Bouklin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Ca- 
sey, Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  John  F.  PI.  Clai- 
borne, Cleveland,  Connor,  Grain,  Cramer,  Cushman, 
Davis,  Doubleday,  Efner,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  French, 
Fry,  Fuller,  Galbraith,  J.  Garland,  Gholson,  Giilett, 
Glascock,  Graham,  Grantland,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall, 
Hamer,  Hannegan,  Hawes,  Haw  kins,  Haynes,  Hen- 
derson, Halsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  How’ard,  Hubley, 
Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingham,  Jarvis,  J.  Johnson, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  B.  Jones,  Kennon, 
Kilgore,  Klingensrnith,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lawler,  G. 
Lee,  J.  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  A. 
Mann,  J.  Mann,  Martin,  W.  Mason,  Moses  Mason, 
May,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens, 
Page,  Parker,  Parks,  Patterson,  Dutee  J.  Pearce, 
Pinckney,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Ro- 
gers, Seymour,  Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith, 
Sprague,  Sutherland,  Thomas,  John  Thompson, 
Toucey,  Turner,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener, 
Wardwell,  Webster,  Weeks,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  Yell 
—118. 

Upon  ordering  to  lie  on  the  table  Mr.  Allan’s  pro- 
position concerning  the  proceeds  of  the  future  sales 
of  the  public  lands: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Ash,  Ashley,  Barton,  Bean, 
Beaumont,  Bell,  Black,  Bockee,  Bond,  Boon,  Bor- 
den, Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Bunch,  Burns,  Bynum, 
Cambreleng,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cha- 
pin, John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Craig, 
Cramer,  Cushman,  Davis,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole, 
Efner,  Farlin  Fry,  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Rice  Garland, 


Gholson,  Granger,  Grantland,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall, 
Hamer,  Hannegan,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt, 
Hubley,  Huntington,  Jarvis,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, Cave  Johnson,  Henry  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones, 

B.  Jones,  Kilgore,  Klingensrnith,  Lane,  Lansing, 
Lawler,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Leonard,  Lewis, 
Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  Job 
Mann,  William  Mason,  8.  Mason,  Maury,  May, 
McCarty,  McKay,  McLene,  Miller,  Moore,  Mor- 

fan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson, 
atton,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Pinckney,  John  Reynolds, 
J.  Reynolds,  Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  Sickles, 
Sloane,  Smith,  Spangler,  Sprague,  Sutherland,  Tay- 
lor, Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Van- 
derpoel, Vinton,  Wardwell,  Weeks,  Elisha  Whit- 
tlesey, T.T.  Whittlesey,  Yell — 113. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman 
Allen,  Anthony,  Bailey,  Briggs,  Buchanan,  John 
Calhoon,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Carter,  John  Cham- 
bers, Chetwood,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Clark, 
Connor,  Corwin,  Crane,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Daw- 
son, Deberry,  Denny,  Elmore,  Evans,  Everett, 
French,  Graham,  Graves,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Grif- 
fin, Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hazletine,  Hen- 
derson, Heister,  Hoar,  Holsey,  Hopkins,  Howell, 
Huntsman,  Ingersoll,  Janes,  Jenifer,  Laporte,  Law- 
rence, Luke  Lea,  Lincoln,  McComas,  McKennan, 
McKim,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Montgomery,  Parker, 
James  A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Phillips, 
Pickens,  Potts,  Rencher,  Richardson,  Robertson, 
Russell,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shinn, 
Slade,  Standefer,  Steele,  Taliaferro,  W.  Thompson, 
Turner,  Underwood,  Wagener,  Washington,  W hite, 
Sherrod  Williams,  Young — 82. 

So  the  whole  subject  was  laid  on  the  table. 

EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENTS. 
Previous  to  the  passage  of  Mr.  IFise's  resolution, 
on  Tuesday  the  17th  inst.  for  an  inquiry  into  the 
manner  in  which  the  various  executive  departments 
have  conducted  their  business  that  gentlemen  ad- 
dressed the  house  as  follows: 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  having  withdrawn  his  motion  for 
the  previous  question,  on  a pledge  from  Mr.  Wise, 
that  he  would  renew  it — 

Mr.  Wise  then  said  that  the  parliamentary  prac- 
tice had  been  that  the  gentleman  who  had  offered  a 
resolution  and  opened  a debate,  should  be  indulged 
in  replying  to  members  who  had  opposed  it,  and  in 
concluding  the  debate.  He  had  intended  to  avail 
himself  of  this  indulgence,  but  now  the  previous 
question  was  forced  upon  the  house.  Now,  it  ap- 
peared, gentlemen  seemed  disposed  to  pass  the  re- 
solution: to  pass  it,  in  order  to  save  the  administra- 
tion party  from  the  imputation  of  delaying  action 
on  the  resolution  by  debate.  He  would  ask,  how- 
ever, and  he  would  thank  gentlemen  to  answer  him, 
whether  they  could  now  relieve  themselves  from 
this  odious  imputation — an  imputation  which  they 
deserve.  I tell  you  and  the  country  (said  Mr.W.) 
that  I have  been  asking  for  this  investigation  for 
nearly  two  years.  Ana  how  far  are  we  now  from 
the  end  of  the  session?  Within  six  weeks  of  the 
end,  with  all  our  other  duties  to  attend  to,  and  we 
are  told  that  this  is  a sufficient  space  of  time  to  in- 
vestigate the  huge,  the  mammoth  operations  of  this 
corrupt  and  profligate  administration.  Six  weeks, 
sir.  I have  been  detained  two  weeks  at  home,  de- 
tained by  the  state  of  the  weather,  and  I find,  on 
my  return,  that  the  administration  ha3  already  car- 
ried out  their  own  work  for  me,  by  which  I am 
detained  from  ten  until  nearly  midnight  in  wading 
through  one  single  branch  of  this  investigation. 

Gentlemen  now  propose  to  give  me  this  Hercu- 
lean task.  Gentlemen,  it  is  like  all  your  candor, 
all  your  plans,  and  all  your  honesty.  Make  the 
most  of  it.  Go,  with  a blush  on  your  cheeks,  with- 
out shame  or  confusion,  before  the  people,  and  tell 
them  this! 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  whole  of  a short  session  is  not 
sufficient  to  investigate  Reuben’s  concerns  alone; 
the  whole  of  a long  session,  the  whole  time  for 
which  a congress  is  elected,  would  not  be  time 
enough  to  call  up  all  the  witnesses  from  the  ex- 
treme borders  of  this  immense  republic  to  testify 
against  your  government — witnesses  that  I know 
can  be  brought  up  to  testify  against  you — witnesses 
who  can  change  inquiries  into  specifications,  and 
can  change  your  notes  of  triumph  and  your  strains 
of  eulogy  into  humble  notes  of  shame  and  looks 
of  confusion. 

Sir,  I will  say,  for  one,  to  the  gentleman  from  N. 
York,  (Mr.  Vandeipoel) , that  it  is  loo  late  to  grant 
the  investigation  proposed  by  this  resolution.  It  is 
now  the  17th  day  of  January,  and  more  than  one- 
half  of  the  session  is  gone,  necessarily  terminating 
on  the  4th  of  March.  It  is  too  late  for  any  investi- 
gation. If  any  good  can  be  done  by  it;  if  any 
clues  can  be  afforded  to  the  corruptions  of  the  go- 
vernment, they  must  be  afforded  by  the  indulgence 
of  the  freedom  of  debate  on  this  floor.  Will  you 
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refuse  that  indulgence?  Will  you  require  that  all 
our  lips  should  be  hermetically  sealed,  now  that 
this  farce  of  an  investigation  has  been  gotten  up? 
You  have  given  us  one  committee  that  has  no 
power  to  investigate  abuses.  All  questions  of  cor- 
ruption or  no  corruption  are  limited  and  bound 
down  to  facts  that  were  already  notorious.  Yet 
that  investigation  alone  will  take  all  our  time. 

How  can  I or  my  friend  from  Tennessee  (Mr. 
Peyton ) attend  to  both  these  committees?  We  are 
held  up  as  persecutors;  we  are  no  persecutors,  but 
we  are  placed  in  this  odious  light  in  relation  to  these 
charges  against  the  government.  If  gentlemen  in- 
tend to  hold  us  responsible  for  a failure,  give  us 
time,  means  and  opportunity,  and  do  not  drive  us 
into  the  space  ofa  moment,  and  contract  us  into  the 
compass  of  a nut-shell.  Bind  a man  hand  and  foot, 
and  then  tell  him  to  arise  and  walk!  Tie  him  fast 
with  your  power,  and  then  tell  him  to  war  against  a 
giant!  Is  this  your  justice?  It  is  your  justice! — 
Heaven  defend  me  from  suck  justice!  Heaven  de- 
fend the  country  from  such  guardians  as  these!  Sir, 
I have  witnessed  enough  within  the  last  twenty-four 
hours  to  make  m 6 feel  that  the  country  has  no  guar- 
dians. 

I now  renew  ttye  motion  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  for  the  previous  question.  And  the 
house  seconded  the  call — ayes  94,  noes  51.  Mr. 
Morgan  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question 
of  taking  the  main  question;  which  were  ordered, 
and  being  taken,  were — yeas  121,  nays  52.  So  the 
house  determined  that  the  main  question  should  now 
be  put.  Mr.  Huntsman  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  main  question;  which  were  ordered.  And 
the  main  question  being  on  concurring  with  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  on  the 
original  resolution  of  Mr.  Wise,  reported  therefrom, 
was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  165, 
nays  9.  So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 


.REMARKS  OF  MR.  HENDRICKS, 

ON  THE  EXPUNGING  RESOLUTION. 

[In  senate,  January  16.  The  following  remarks 
of  Mr.  Hendricks  upon  Mr.  Benton’s  expunging  re- 
solution were  unavoidably  omitted  in  the  last  “Re- 
gister.”] 

Mr.  Hendricks  said  that,  at  this  late  hour  of  the 
day,  it  would  be  out  of  place  to  attempt  an  argu- 
ment or  a speech  to  the  senate,  and  such  was  not 
his  purpose  in  the  few  words  he  had  at  present  to 
say.  It  had  been  his  intention,  some  time  ago,  to 
have  troubled  the  senate  with  his  views  some- 
what at  large  on  this  subject;  but  he  would  content 
himself  now  with  saying  a very  few  words;  and  this 
was  perhaps  necessary,  owing  to  the  peculiar  posi- 
tion he  occupied  in  relation  to  the  proposition  be- 
fore the  senate.  It  would  be  recollected  that  he  had 
voted  against  the  resolution  of  1834,  so  much  com- 
plained of,  the  resolution  which  it  was  now  propos- 
ed to  expunge  from  the  journals  of  the  senate.  He 
did  so  for  many  of  the  reasons  contained  in  the  pre- 
amble to  the  resolution  now  on  our  tables.  In  some 
of  the  reasons,  however,  contained  in  that  pream- 
ble, he  did  not  concur,  and,  of  course,  could  not 
vote  for  it.  For  some  of  the  reasons  contained  in 
it  he  could  most  cheerfully  vote.  No  memberof  the 
senate  more  than  himself  (said  Mr.  H.)  regretted 
the  passage  of  that  resolution.  No  one  could  have 
been  more  opposed  to  it.  He  viewed  it  as  an  ap 
pie  of  discord  set  in  motion,  a firebrand  thrown  into 
the  community,  calculated  to  do  more  harm  than 
any  other  measure  proposed  at  that  eventful  session; 
and  he  now  believed  that  it  had  done  more  harm  in 
exciting  party  spirit  to  its  present  dangerous  height 
than  any  other  measure  which  could  have  been  pro- 
posed. The  danger  apprehended  to  the  constitution 
by  this  act  of  expunging  (said  Mr.  H.)  is  a natural 
consequence  of  the  measure  of  1834;  as  much  so  as 
that  one  act  of  violence  should  succeed  another.  A 
party  in  power  to-day,  and  who  shall  use  that  power 
indiscreetly,  will  be  sure  to  meet  with  retaliation  as 
soon  as  the  opposite  party  shall  triumph.  Hence, 
violent  measures  of  this  kind  .are  as  sure  to  succeed 
each  other  in  the  mutations  of  party  power  as  effect 
is  to  follow  cause. 

Much,  however,  as  he  was  opposed  to  the  reso- 
lution of  1834,  he  could  not  vote  to  expunge  it  from 
the  journals.  That  was  a question,  in  his  opinion, 
having  nothing  to  do  with  the  merits  or  demerits  of 
the  original  proposition.  The  question  before  the 
senate  was  one  of  power  to  expunge  the  journal,  no 
matter  what  journal  it  might  be.  He  thought  that 
no  such  power  existed  In  the  senate,  nor  any  where 
else;  and  his  oath  to  support  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  was  imperative,  and  prohibited  him 
from  giving  any  such  vote,  whatever  may  have  been 
his  opinion  of  the  resolution  proposed  to  be  expung- 
ed. It  was,  in  his  view  of  the  constitution,  as  much 
a duty  to  keep  and  preserve  the  journals  of  uncon- 
stitutional proceedings,  if  such  there  be,  as  of  any 
other.  Our  constituents  have  as  much  right  to  know 


| our  bad  acts  as  our  good  ones;  because  it  is  for  these 
they  will  call  us  to  account,  and  it  would  be  strange 
doctrine,  that  we  could  shield  ourselves  from  re- 
sponsibility by  expunging  the  journals.  The  argu- 
ment, then,  of  the  senator  from  Pennsylvania,  that 
the  resolution  of  1834  was  unconstitutional,  and 
therefore  ought  to  be  expunged,  did  not  in  the  least 
relieve  his  mind.  He  understood,  too,  that  this  was 
the  basis  of  the  votes  of  other  members  of  the  se- 
nate in  favor  of  expunging.  Much  as  he  disap- 
proved of  the  resolution  of  1834,  he  believed  that  it 
was  constitutional,  and  that  it  was  such  a proposi- 
tion as  the  senate  might  entertain  and  adopt.  He 
saw  nothing  unconstitutional  about  it.  It  might,  or 
it  might  not,  be  considered  an  abstract  proposition. 
It  had,  indeed,  remained  as  a mere  declaratory  ex- 
pression of  the  senate,  but  it  might  have  been  the  ba- 
sis of  legislation.  Whether  it  be  true  or  false,  is  a mat- 
ter of  opinion.  Those  who  voted  for  it,  unquestiona- 
bly believed  its  affirmations  to  be  true.  They  be- 
lieved that  the  president  had,  in  relation  to  the  re- 
venue, exercised  authority  and  power  not  conferred 
by  the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of 
both.  He,  who  voted  against  it,  believed  that  tae 
authority  and  power  exercised  by  the  president  was 
not  in  derogation  of  the  constitution  and  laws;  and 
however  much  he  dissented  on  the  ground  of  expe- 
diency from  that  which  had  been  done,  he  never 
doubted  the  constitutional  and  legal  power  of  the 
president  to  do  what  he  did. 

It  had  been  said  (continued  Mr.  H.)  that  the  re- 
solution of  1834  contains  impeachable  matter  against 
the  president,  and  that,  on  this  account,  it  is  not  en- 
titled to  a place  on  the  journals.  He  did  not  think, 
however,  that  it  contained  any  impeachable  matter. 
It  charged  no  evil  or  corrupt  intention,  which  was 
the  essential  ingredient  of  impeachable  matter.  He 
referred  to  the  case  of  Peck’s  trial  before  the  se- 
nate, and  stated  that  the  absence  of  proof  of  corrupt 
intention  was  the  basis  of  his  acquittal  by  the  se- 
nate. This  had  been  the  reason  of  his  own  vote  of 
acquittal,  and  this  he  had  good  reason  to  believe, 
was  the  basis  of  votes  of  acquittal  generally. 

In  voting  against  expunging,  he  did  not  vote  to 
affirm  the  truth  of  the  resolution  of  1834.  He  had 
already  stated  the  reverse.  He  believed  that  the 
president  had  the  power,  whatever  he  might  think 
of  its  exercise,  under  the  circumstances  of  that 
case.  But  his  opinion  that  the  resolution  proposed 
to  be  expunged  was,  and  is  untrue,  had  nothing  to 
do  with  his  duty  in  the  present  case,  and  could  not, 
in  any  degree,  influence  his  vote.  The  senate  had 
no  power  to  expunge  the  journals.  He  could, 
without  the  least  difficulty,  vote  upon  the  journals  of 
the  present  session,  a resolution  to  rescind  that  of 
1834,  or  to  affirm  a contrary  proposition.  This, 
while  it  would  clearly  assert  the  opinion  of  the  se- 
nate in  relation  to  the  proceedings  of  1834,  would 
not  obliterate  the  journals  of  that  day,  and  would 
have  all  the  effect  of  the  mode  proposed. 

Mr.  H.  here  referred  to  the  constitution,  which 
says  that  “each  house  shall  keep  a journal  of  its 
proceedings,  and  from  time  to  time  publish  the  same, 
excepting  such  parts  as  may  in  their  opinion  re- 
quire secrecy,”  and  said,  that  the  obligations  of  his 
oath  to  support  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
made,  in  his  conscience  and  judgment,  his  duty  on 
the  present  occasion  clear  and  imperative.  The 
constitution  required  the  journal  to  be  kept.  He 
could  not  vote  to  destroy,  or  expunge,  or  obliterate 
it.  But  it  is  contended  (said  Mr.  H.)  thatthe black 
lines  proposed  to  be  drawn  around  the  journal  of 
1834  will  not  expunge  it  in  reality;  that  they  will 
take  nothing  away  from  it.  It  will  not,  however, 
be  contended  that  writing  the  words  required  to  be 
written  across  the  face  of  it  will  not  deface,  and,  to 
a certain  extent,  obliterate  it.  But  suppose  these 
black  lines  and  this  writing  upon  the  journal  of  1834 
takes  nothing  away  from  that  journal,  it  will  surely 
not  be  denieil  that  a material  addition  will  be  made 
to  it.  The  constitution  requires  the  journal  to  be 
published,  but  how  was  this  to  bo  published?  Could 
it  be  published  as  the  journal  of  1834?  No.  That  had 
been  published  three  years  ago.  There  were  in  that 
publication  no  black  lines;  no  writing  across  the 
face  of  the  record.  If  you  publish  it  as  the  journal 
of  1834,  you  falsify  the  former  publication.  You 
cannot  publish  it  as  the  journal  of  1S37,  because  it 
is  the  journal  of  1834.  There,  and  there  only,  are 
the  black  lines  and  labellous  writing  to  be  found. — 
No  page  of  the  journal  of  1837  contains  any  thing 
like  it.  In  what  shape,  or  form,  or  manner,  then, 
will  you  obey  the  injunction  of  the  constitution,  in 
publishing  the  journal  of  these  proceedings?  The 
truth  is,  (said  Mr.  H.)  the  more  we  look  at  this 
thing,  the  more  difficulty  we  must  see  in  it;  the 
more  certainly  will  it  appear  to  be  a proceeding,  not 
contemplated  by  the  constitution,  but  incompatible 
with  it.  It  makes  a case,  which,  in  the  simple  pub- 
lication of  the  journals,  the  constitution  will  not 
warrant  or  defend. 


TWENTY-FOURTH  CONGRESS, 

SECOND  SESS'OX SENATE. 

January  18.  The  chcsr  presented  a communica- 
tion from  the  war  department,  with  a report  of  the 
chief  engineer,  in  r&ation  to  the  Delaware  break- 
water; 

Also,  a communication  from  the  treasury  de- 
partment, with  a report  of  the  register  of  the  trea- 
sury, in  relation  to  imports  and  exports  for  the  year 
1836; 

Also,  a conmunication  from  the  post  office  de- 
partment, in  conformity  to  a resolution  of  the  se- 
nate at  the  last  session,  stating  the  entire  emolu- 
ments received  by  each  and  every  postmaster  in 
the  United  States,  &c.  All  ordered  to  be  printed. 

[Petitions  were  presented  by  Messrs.  Moore, 
Davis,  Linn,  Kent,  Southard  and  Strange,  all  of 
which  were  referred.  The  memorial  presented  by 
Mr.  Moore  was  from  the  legislature  of  Alabama, 
praying  the  extension  of  pre-emption  rights  to  citi- 
zens in  the  Cherokee  country,  to  citizens  of  the 
state  generally;  and  praying  also  the  passage  of  a 
law  to  allow  citizens  having  lost  their  improve- 
ments by  means  of  speculators,  to  enter  other  lands 
in  lieu  thereof;  also  asking  congress  to  pass  a law 
in  relation  to  the  two  per  cent,  allowed  to  the  state 
on  sales  of  the  public  lands.] 

By  Mr.  King,  of  Georgia — Resolved,  That  the 
secretary  of  state  be  requested  to  transmit  to  the 
senate  copies  of  all  correspondence  in  his  depart- 
ment, not  heretofore  communicated,  (or  so  much 
thereof  as  may  be  communicated  without  injury  to 
the  public  interest),  showing  the  present  relations 
between  the  United  States  and  Texas. 

By  Mr.  Crittenden — Resolved  That  the  secreta- 
ry of  war  be  directed  to  commuricate  to  the  senate, 
in  addition  to  the  report  or  letter  of  explanation  of 
governor  Call  concerning  military  operations  in 
Florida,  required  by  resolution  of  the  14th  instant, 
the  communication  calling  for  that  report,  and  any 
other  communication  from  or  to  the  said  governor 
on  the  subject  thereof. 

By  Mr.  Ewing,  of  Ohio — Resolved,  That  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  be  directed  to  communicate 
to  the  senate  a statement  of  the  amount  of  moneys 
received  for  public  lands  in  each  month  of  the  year 
1836,  so  far  as  he  has  returns  thereof. 

Also,  resolved,  That  he  inform  the  senate  what 
amount  of  money  has  been  expended  in  each  month 
of  the  year  1336  in  removing  gold  and  silver  from 
the  land  offices  to  the  deposite banks;  (and  whether 
any,  and,  if  any,  the  amount  of  losses  sustained 
thereby). 

The  parenthetical  part  of  the  resolution  was  ac- 
cepted as  an  amendment  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Clay. 

Several  bills  were  reported,  read  and  ordered  to 
a second  reading,  which  will  be  noticed  in  their 
progress. 

Mr.  Walker,  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  the  trea- 
sury order  of  July  11th,  1836,  made  a report  ac- 
companied by  a bill;  which  was  read  twice,  by 
consent,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  lor  Friday 
next. 

[The  bill  provides  that  the  United  States  shall 
receive  the  paper  of  such  banks  only  as  from  this 
time  issue  no  notes  less  than  $5,  and  of  none  issu- 
ing less  than  ,$10  after  December  30th  1839.  It 
also  places  certain  restrictions  on  the  deposite 
banks,  under  the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury.] 

The  bill  to  prohibit  the  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
except  to  actual  settlers,  and  in  limited  quantities, 
came  up  for  consideration  as  the  special  order. 

Mr.  Walker  said,  if  any  gentleman  wished  now 
to  speak  on  the  subject,  he  desired  (hat  he  might 
have  the  opportunity  of  so  doing.  Otherwise,  he 
moved  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Ewing  moved  to  postpone  it  till  Monday  next, 
he  not  having  had  time  to  prepare  to  proceed  with 
the  discussion.  Agreed  to. 

The  bill  anticipating  the  payment  of  the  indemni- 
ties becoming  due  under  the  French  and  Neapoli- 
tan treaties  was  discussed,  the  question  being  on 
ordering  it  to  a third  reading. 

Mr.  Wright  explained  the  object  of  the  bill.  [It 
advances  to  the  claimants  under  those  treaties  the 
amount  of  the  instalments  remaining  yet  due,  viz:  a 
million  and  a third  from  France,  and  a little  over  a 
million  under  the  Neapolitan,  which  remain  on  an 
interest  of  4 per  cent.  About  one-half  the  money 
will  return  into  the  treasury  in  May  next,  if  the 
French  treaty  is  complied  with.] 

The  bill  was  warmly  opposed  by  Mr.  Clay,  both 
on  financial  and  constitutional  grounds.  He  insist- 
ed that  the  arrangement  amounted  to  nothing  but 
a loan  of  so  much  money  to  these  claimants  at  4 
per  cent,  when  the  money  was  worth  2 per  cent,  a 
month.  It  involved  a guaranty  on  the  part  of  our 
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own  government  that  the  money  would  be  paid  by 
foreign  governments,  and  if  any  failure  took  place, 
it  was  lost  to  the  treasury.  He  denied  the  right  of 
congress  to  enter  into  any  such  arrangement. 

Mr.  Wright  replied,  and  defended  the  bill.  The 
money  would  be  in  the  treasury,  and  he  considered 
it  a safe  and  proper  application  of  it;  it  would  bene- 
fit our  own  citizens,  and  relieve  the  money  market 
at  points  where  it  most  needed  relief.  The  money 
would  otherwise  remain  in  the  deposite  banks,  and 
would  yield  to  the  government  but  2 per  cent.; 
whereas,  thus  applied,  it  would  be  bringing  4 per 
cent.  And  as  to  the  constitutional  question,  the  mo- 
ney might  as  well  be  advanced  to  these  claimants  on 
a larger  interest  as  to  the  banks  on  a less. 

Mr.  Calhoun  reminded  Mr.  Wright  of  the  predic- 
tions made  at  the  opening  of  the  session  by  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  of  a probable  deficit  in  the 
amount  needed  to  meet  appropriations,  so  that  mo- 
ney deposited  with  the  states  would  have  to  be  re- 
called to  meet  the  wants  of  the  government.  He 
deprecated  the  principle  of  the  bill,  that  the  govern- 
ment had  a right  to  loan  the  public  money  to  indi- 
viduals, and  apprehended  the  vast  increase  of  pow- 
er which  this  would  place  in  the  hands  of  the  gene- 
ral government. 

The  bill  was  further  debated  by  Messrs.  Benton, 
Clay,  Wright,  Calhoun,  Buchanan,  Davis,  and  Bay^ 
ard,  when  the  yeas  and  nays  being  taken,  stood: 
Yeas  19,  nays  22. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

The  senate  next  took  up,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wright, 
a bill  to  repeal  certain  provisoes  in  the  tariff  law, 
touching  articles  of  a compound  character,  which 
require  the  duty  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  that  sub- 
stance which  chiefly  enters  into  their  composition. 
Great  confusion  and  injustice  was  stated  to  have 
arisen  from  conflicting  interpretations  of  the  bill  by 
different  collectors. 

The  bill  was  not  opposed,  and  having  been  read 
twice,  was  ordered  to  its  third  reading. 

The  bill  allowing  a drawback  of  duties  on  im- 
ported hemp  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading.  [The  amendment  of  the  committee 
on  finance,  requiring  an  absolute  and  unqualified 
oath,  and  not  according  to  the  best  knowledge  and 
belief  of  the  deponent,  was  negatived,  and  the  bill 
left  in  its  original  form,  the  usual  form  in  such 
cases.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmadge,  the  senate  spent 
some  time  in  executive  session,  and  then  adjourn, 
ed. 

January  19.  The  message  of  the  president  and 
the  correspondence  with  Santa  Ana  (see  page  336) 
having  been  read,  Mr.  Preston,  (observing  that  Mr. 
Davis,  on  whose  call  the  correspondence  had  been 
transmitted  to  the  senate,  was  not  present)  said  he 
would  take  this  opportunity  of  making  a few  re- 
marks. It  would  strike  the  senate  that,  since  the 
date  of  the  correspondence  which  had  just  been  read, 
the  situation  of  Santa  Ana  had  been  greatly  changed. 
He  was  then  a captive,  but  had  since  been  released, 
was  now  at  large  and  in  the  city  of  Washington. — 
Notwithstanding  the  protest  of  the  Mexican  ambas- 
sador, it  might  be  that  the  president  would  think 
Santa  Ana  sufficiently  sui  juris  as  to  act  on  the  be- 
half of  Mexico,  and  up  to  April  next,  when  his  pre- 
sidency would  expire,  as  having  the  capacity  to  ne- 
gotiate in  relation  to  Texas. 

Mr.  P.  did  not  know  whether  the  president  would 
enter  into  such  negotiation  under  existing  circum- 
stances; nor  vvas  it  at  all  material.  What  disposi- 
tion the  senatorfrom  Mississippi  (Mr.  Walker)  pro- 
posed to  make  of  the  resolution  which  he  had  offer- 
ed on  the  subject,  Mr.  P.  did  not  know;  it  was  in 
his  own  discretion.  But  it  appeared  to  Mr.  P.  that 
this  message  and  correspondence'  did  not  at  all 
change  the  question  involved  in  that  resolution;  and 
concurring,  as  he  did,  in  the  views  of  the  mover  of 
that  resolution,  he  was  prepared  to  assert  and  main- 
tain, that  on  all  the  principles  of  national  law,  by  the 
practice  of  this  government,  and  on  all  considerations 
, of  expediency,  congress  were  called  upon  to  make 
1 an  absolute  recognition  of  the  independence  of 
\ Texas;  and  he  hoped  this  would  be  done  indepen- 
dent of  any  agency  which  Santa  Ana  might  claim 
to  exercise.  Texas,  in  her  own  right,  had  an  abso- 
lute claim  that  her  independence  should  be  recog- 
nised. In  saying  this,  Mr.  P.  did  not  think  he  ran 
counter  at  all  to  any  purpose  of  the  executive.  He 
understood  that,  as  the  affair  was  not  without  em- 
barrassment, the  president  had  referred  it  fo  con- 
gress, that  their  best  counsel  might  be  obtained  in 
the  case.  The  president,  in  his  first  message,  had 
put  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  Texas  on 
the  contingency  of  the  invasion  of  Texas  by  gen. 
Bravo.  Since  that  period  two  important  circum- 
stances had  taken  place:  first,  the  liberation  of  the 
president  of  Mexico;  and,  secondly,  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  enterprise,  on  the  contingency  of  which 
the  president  had  rested  the  propriety  of  the  recog- 


nition. It  was  now  known  that  the  force  which  had 
been  sent  for  the  subjugation  of  Texas  was  in  a state 
of  dissolution,  and  that  Bravo  had  resigned  his  com- 
mand. Mr.  P.  therefore  urged  the  propriety  an^ 
justice  of  immediately  recognizing  the  independence 
of  Texas. 

Mr.  Waker  read  a letter,  and  made  a few  remarks, 
going  to  confirm  what  Mr.  Preston  had  stated. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  had  never  from  the  begin- 
ning indulged  the  belief  that  Texas  would  remain 
under  the  domination  of  Mexico.  Under  this  im- 
pression, he  thought  it  our  duty  to  recognise,  at  the 
earliest  period,  the  independence  of  Texas,  for  the 
good  both  of  that  country  and  Mexico.  If  this  were 
not  done,  and  if  the  contest  should  continue,  Texas 
would  not  be  confined  within  the  limits  of  the  Del 
Norte.  She  would  pass  it  over,  and  shake  the  Mexi- 
can confederacy,  or  whatever  else  it  might  be  called. 
Mr.  C.  was  willing  to  vote  for  the  recognition,  and 
the  earlier  the  better.  — 

The  message  and  documents  were  now  laid  on  the 
table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  chair  presented  a communication  from  the 
navy  department,  with  a statement  of  the  contracts 
made  by  the  commissioners  of  the  navy  in  1836. 

A number  of  petitions  and  memorials  were  pre- 
sented and  referred,  and  several  reports  ordered  to 
a second  reading,  &c.  when  the  following  bills  were 
read  a third  time  and  passed,  viz:  To  allow  draw- 
backs on  imported  hemp;  to  repeal  certain  provi- 
sioes  of  the  tariff  act  of  1S32;  to  continue  in  force 
the  provisions  of  the  act  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty 
with  Spain. 

The  bill  authorising  the  relinquishment  of  the 
16th  sections  granted  for  the  use  of  schools,  and  the 
entry  of  other  lands  in  lieu  thereof;  (amended,  as 
proposed  by  the  committee,  so  as  to  allow  the  entry 
of  the  substituted  lands  in  quartcrsections)  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed. 

The  remainder  of  the  session  was  occupied  in 
considering  private  bills,  a large  number  of  which 
were  ordered  to  be  engrossed;  after  which  the  se- 
nate adjouned. 

January  20.  The  chair  presented  a communica- 
tion from  the  war  department,  in  reply  to  a resolu- 
tion of  the  senate  of  the  11th  instant,  calling  for 
surveys  of  Owl’s  Head  harbor,  &c.  stating  that  the 
surveys  in  question  had  not  been  made. 

Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and  ca- 
nals, reported  the  bill  referred  to  them  to  authorise 
certain  rail  road  companies  to  construct  certain  rail 
roads  through  the  public  lands  in  Florida,  without 
amendment;  an-1  by  consent,  the  bill' was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  lor  a third  reading. 

Mr.  Tomlinson,  from  the  committee  on  pensions, 
reported  a bill  to  continue  the  office  of  commission- 
er of  pensions  till  March,  1849.  Read,  and  order- 
ed to  a second  reading. 

Several  house  bills  on  the  table  were  read  and  or- 
dered to  a second  reading. 

The  bills  which  Were  yesterday  considered  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  a third  read- 
ing, were  to-day  read  a third  time,  and  passed. — 
Among  them,  the  bill  to  authorise  the  relinquish- 
ment of  the  IGih  sections,  for  the  use  of  schools, 
and  the  entry  of  other  lands  in  lieu  thereof,  in  quar- 
ter sections,  and  in  any  part  of  the  respective 
states,  was  passed  by  the  following  vote;  the  yeas 
and  nays  having  been  ordered  on  the  call  of  Mr. 
Ewing,  of  Ohio: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Black, Buchanan,  Cnth- 
bert,  Dana,  Ewing,  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King,  of  Alabama,  Linn, 
Moore,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Rives,  Robinson, 
Sevier,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Walker,  White,  Wright 
—24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Kent,  Knight,  Prentiss,  Pres- 
ton, Robbins,  liuggles,  Strange,  Swift. — 13. 

Mr.  Ewing  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  designating 
and  limiting  the  funds  receivable  by  the  United 
States;  which  motion,  after  a brief  discussion,  was 
decided  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  the  previous  orders 
wero  postponed,  and  the  senate  proceeded  to  the 
farther  consideration  of  the  bill  prohibiting  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands,  except  to  actual  settlers,  and  in 
limited  quantities.  The  question  being  on  a mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Clay  to  reconsider  Mr.  Morris'  amend- 
ment, requiring  that  land  which  had  been  ten  years 
in  the  market  should  be  sold  at  75  cents;  less  than 
ten,  and  more  than  five  years,  at  $1;  and  all  other 
lands  at  $1  25  per  acre. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  had  two  reasons  for  moving  this 
reconsideration.  One  was  the  avowed  embarrass- 
ment under  which  it  had  placed  several  gentlemen. 
The  other  related  to  himself,  being  under  a mistake 
as  to  the  import  of  the  amendment. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  carried  in  the  af- 
firmative: ayes  19,  nocs  14.  Mr.  Morris’  amend- 
ment being  now  berore  the  senate,  Mr.  Clay  called 


for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question;  which  were 
ordered.  Mr.  Morris,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Benton,  added  to  his  amendment  the  proviso,  that 
no  person  should  enter  more  than  a quarter  section 
at  a reduced  price. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Morris,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bentoa,  Black.  Clayton,  Ewing, 
of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  King,  of 
Ala.  Linn,  Moore,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Rives,  Robin- 
son, Sevier,  Tipton,  Walker,  White — 18. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  Crittenden,  Dana,  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Hubbard, 
Kent,  Niles,  Page,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins, 
Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tomlinson,  Wright — 19. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  or  substi- 
tute was  lost. 

Mr.  Walker  observed  that  a very  important  prin- 
ciple had  been  stricken  from  the  bill,  and  moved  that 
it  be  recommitted  to  the  committee  on  the  public 
lands.  Mr.  Grundy  said  he  did  not  see  why  this 
should  be  done.  The  bill,  by  the  failure  of  the 
amendment,  was  left  in  the  same  form  as  when  it 
came  from  the  committee.  Mr.  Walker  said  he 
foresaw  that  the  bill  in  its  present  form  would  fail; 
and  he  thought  it  of  the  utmost  importance  that 
some  such  measure  should  be  carried,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reducing  the  public  revenue;  and  he  regard- 
ed such  a measure  as  the  only  one  which  could  be 
adopted  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  a dangerous 
surplus.  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  opposed  the  re- 
commitment. If  the  graduating  principle  should 
lot  be  introduced,  he  hoped  its  friends  would  not 
reject  the  bill  on  that  account.  He  hoped  the  se- 
nate would  go  on  with  the  bill.  Mr.  Ewing  was 
in  favor  of  the  recommitment.  The  bill  in  its  pre- 
sent form  would  not  only  not  stop  fleas,  but  camels 
would  go  through  it.  Mr.  E.  had  thought  of  a pro- 
ject which  he  believed  would  effect  the  objects  in 
view.  He  would  endeavor  to  prepare  it  by  Mon- 
day, and  hoped  for  the  opportunity  of  presenting  it. 
Mr.  Moore  spoke  in  favor  of  recommitting,  and  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  some  such  measure  would  be 
adopted  as  was  proposed  by  the  original  bill,  (of 
Mr.  Morris). 

Mr.  Benton  asked  Mr.  Ewing  to  point  out  the  pla- 
ces in  the  bill  where  a camel  could  go  through.  He 
intimated  that  the  design  was  to  delay  the  bill. — 
For  himself  he  wished  to  proceed  with  the  bill,  and 
obtain  all  he  could  get.  Mr.  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  said 
itw'ould  give  him  much  pleasure  to  point  out  those 
places  on  Monday- 

Mr.  Walker’s  motion  having  been  withdrawn  or 
suspended,  he  moved  to  alter  the  amount  of  land 
cultivated  by  a settler,  by  making  it  one-tenth,  in- 
stead of  one-eighth  of  the  whole;  which  motion 
prevailed.  Mr.  Clay  made  some  inquiries  as  to  the 
bearing  of  the  bill  on  such  lands  as  might  be  used 
for  grazing  and  not  for  cultivation.  Mr.  Walker  rc- 
plied  that  a provision  in  the  bill  which  authorised  an 
entry  of  the  land,  after  a residence  of  three  years, 
was  designed  to  supply  this  apparent  deficiency. 
Mr.  Walker  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  requiring 
one  year’s  residence  instead  of  three.  Mr.  Grundy 
objected  to  this  motion.  It  would  serve  to  defeat 
one  of  the  great  objects  of  the  bill;  for  if  one  year 
only  should  be  required,  it  would  become  a business 
to  procure  portions  of  the  public  land  successively 
by  means  of  one  year’s  residence  on  each.  He  was 
however  willing  to  vote  for  two  years. 

Mr.  Upton  declared  himself  opposed  to  the  form 
of  this  bill,  and  in  favor  of  the  original  one  by  Mr. 
Morris.  If  the  graduating  principle  which  had  been 
lost  should  not  be  embraced,  several  states  would 
derive  no  benefit  from  the  bill.  If  he  could  not  get 
that  principle  he  should  go  to  defeat  the  bill.  Messrs. 
Moore  and  Sevier  also  declared  their  determination 
to  do  so.  The  latter  urging,  at  some  length,  the 
passage  of  a proper  bill  on  this  subject. 

After  some  further  remarks,  by  Messrs  Wallcer, 
Niles,  Black  and  Morris,  the  action  on  the  bill  was 
suspended  by  consent,  and  several  bills  from  the 
house  w'ere  read  twice  and  referred.  The  senate 
then  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

January  21.  After  the  reading  or  the  journal, 
Mr.  Morris  rose,  and  said  that  he  begged  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  senate  to  make  a short  statement 
respecting  an  article  which  had  appeared  in  one  of 
the  city  papers  this  morning.  It  might  be  consider- 
ed by  gentlemen  as  partaking  more  of  a private 
than  a public  nature,  and  one  with  which  he  ought 
not  to  trouble  the  senate;  and  could  he  consider  the 
paragraph  as  intended,  or  even  bearing  on  its  face 
a mere  private  individual  allusion  to  himself,  he 
would  not  thus  publicly  notice  it;  but  it  went  fur- 
ther, it  was  a comment  in  severe  terms,  say  the 
least,  on  his  conduct  as  a senator,  and  that,  too,  by  a 
citizen  of  his  own  state,  and  as  such  it  required  of 
him  an  explanation.  The  charge  is.  (said  Mr.  M.) 
that  he  had  neglected  the  just  rights  of  one  of  his 
fellow'  citizens,  and  refused,  as  his  representative 
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to  present  his  memorial  to  the  senate,  and  thus  had 
treated  him  with  disrespect.  It  is  due,  then,  (said 
Mr.  M.)  to  the  citizens  of  the  state,  it  is  due  to 
myself,  that  this  publication  should  not  pass  with- 
out notice.  It  will  be  found  in  the  Intelligencer 
of  this  morning  in  the  following  words. 

[Here  Mr.  Morris  reid  the  communication  re- 
ferred to,  which  we  have  inserted  in  page  345.] 

It  is  true,  sir,  (said  Mr.  M.)  that,  on  yesterdaj 
morning  after  the  time  for  the  presentation  of  peti- 
tions and  memorials  had  elapsed,  and  the  chair  had 
called  for  reports  of  standing  committees,  one  of 
the  young  gentlemen  who  attend  the  senate  carte 
to  his  seat  and  handed  him  a paper,  which  he  fouid 
to  be  a memorial,  and  which  he  believed  was  cor- 
rectly published  in  the  Intelligencer  of  this  morn- 
ing, and  with  the  memorial  he  also  received  a note, 
of  which  the  following  is  a copy: 

“Dear  sir:  As  a friend  I ask  you  to  present  the 
accompanying  memorial  to  the  senate.  As  one  of 
your  constituents  I demand  it.  Yours,  with  the 
highest  respect,  WM.  13.  LLOYD. 

“If  you  do  not  present  it  please  return  it  im- 
mediately to  me  in  the  sergeant’s  room. 

W.  B.  L.” 

Mr.  M.  said  that  on  reading  the  note  he  wrote  at 
the  bottom  the  follow  words: 

“ Senate  chamber. 

“Sir:  Your  memorial  was  handed  me  after  tne 
time  in  which  memorials  can  be  received  on  tois 
day  had  elapsed.  I return  it:  am  wdlling  to  see 
and  converse  with  you  on  the  subject.  What  ycur 
rights  are  I am  not  prepared  at  this  moment  to  te- 
termine.  THOS.  MORRIS.” 

He  said  that  after  he  had  endorsed  the  name  »n 
the  note,  it  occurred  to  him  as  proper  to  keep  the 
paper  and  send  back  the  memorial  only.  He  im- 
mediately sought  an  interview  with  the  person  who 
sent  the  memorial,  with  an  intention  of  handing  it 
back  himself;  and  for  this  purpose  he  went  to  both 
doors  of  the  senate  chamber,  but  was  unable  to 
meet  with  him  at  either.  He  returned  to  his  seat; 
and  soon  after  one  of  the  young  men  came  to  him 
and  informed  him  that  the  gentleman  was  in  the 
ante-chamber.  He  then  handed  the  young  man 
the  paper,  to  return  it  to  the  author.  He  said,  had 
time  been  afforded  him  for  examination  of  the  me- 
morial, he  might  or  might  not  have  presented  it,  as 
justice  and  propriety  should  seem  to  require.  He 
acknowledged  that  it  was  not  only  his  duty,  but  a 
pleasure,  when  requested  so  to  do,  to  present  me- 
morials or  petitions  on  all  or  any  subjects’  within 
the  power  or  control  of  the  senate,  and  which  were 
in  proper  language,  not  only  from  the  citizens  of 
Ohio,  but  also  from  citizens  residing  in  any  part  of 
the  United  States.  Whether  the  memorial  in  ques- 
tion was  or  was  not  of  that  character,  the  hasty 
manner  with  which  he  perused  it  did  not  enable 
him  to  determine,  nor  did  he  wish  to  be  understood 
as  expressing  any  opinion  on  that  point;  and  while 
he  considered  the  note  of  the  gentleman  as  con- 
taining some  biting  sarcasms,  of  which  he  did  not 
complain,  it  also  contained  a kind  of  left-handed 
compliment  for  the  humble  part  which  he  took  in 
the  transaction  to  which  the  memorial  referred. 
What  transpired  then  is  well  known  and  need  not 
be  repeated.  As  to  the  part  he  took,  and  the  ob- 
servations he  made,  they  had  been  correctly,  or  at 
least  substantially,  reported  in  the  National  In- 
telligencer: the  impression  made  on  his  mind  at  the 
time  the  proceedings  respecting  the  memorialist 
took  place,  he  probably  could  not,  nor  did  he  wish 
to  make  an  attempt  to  describe. 

He  said  he  was  hastily  led  to  make  the  remarks 
he  did,  because  he  thought  the  proceedings  of  the 
senate,  with  regard  to  the  individuals  who  created  the 
disturbance  in 'the  gallery,  was  wrong;  but  whether 
right  or  wrong,  not  himself,  but  aftertime  must  de- 
termine; for  himself,  he  said  he  had  as  yet  seen  no 
cause  to  change  his  opinions  as  expressed  at  the 
time;  and  he  would  further  state  that,  while  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  senate  were  going  on,  after  the  per- 
son was  arrested,  he  was  entirely  ignorant  who  he 
was,  or  of  what  state  he  was  a citizen.  Near  the 
close,  and  but  a minute  or  two  before  the  senate  ad- 
journed, he  was  informed  by  some  gentlemen  that 
the  person  was  from  Ohio;  he  inquired  his  name,  and 
was  told  it  was  Lloyd;  he  then  had  a recollection  of 
having  seen  him  some  days  before,  and  had  under- 
stood from  Mr.  Lloyd  that  life  business  in  the  city 
was  to  endeavor  to  obtain  the  passage  of  an  act  of 
congress,  making  an  appropriation  to  improve  the 
harbor  at  Cleaveland,  by  the  erection  of  a sea  wall. 
He  said  his  efforts,  be  they  what  they  may,  were  riot 
made  in  defence  of  a friend,  or  in  opposition  to  an 
enemy;  he  should  have  made  the  same  efforts  had  he 
known  the  individual  to  have  been  botli  a personal 
and  political  opponent;  be  merely  intended  to  dis- 
charge his  duty  as  a senator,  in  sustaining  what  he 
believed  to  be  the  rights  of  an  American  citizen. — 
Sir,  said  Mr.  M.  I think  I understand  this  publica- 


tion; it  is  intended  to  goto  the  state  in  which  I live, 
and  I have  troubled  the  senate  w:ith  this  explanation, 
that  it  may  immediately  follow,  anu  that  my  con- 
duct, in  this  particular,  may  be  correctly  understood. 
He  said,  so  far  as  in  him  lay,  no  citizfn  of  Ohio,  or 
of  any  other  state,  should  have  it  in  his  power  to 
misrepresent  his  course  in  the  senate.  He  said  the 
peremptory  language  contained  in  the  gentleman’s 
note  he  considered  as  the  mere  effect  ofexcitement, 
and,  as  such,  could  readily  be  excused;  he  said  it 
was  but  human  nature  to  do  and  say  things  in  ex- 
cited moments  which  we  would  gladly  alter  or  amend 
on  future  reflection;  he  said  he  had  no  idea  that  the 
language  used  was  intended  as  any  personal  disre- 
spect to  himself;  when  he  read  the  note,  he  thought 
it  would  be  better  to  see  and  converse  with  the  per- 
son as  to  the  propriety  of  the  course  to  be  pursued; 
but  he  denied  that  he  had,  in  this  case,  been  either 
negligent  or  unmindful  of  his  duty,  at  least  he  had 
the  approval  of  his  own  judgment,  and  should  under 
like  circumstances  pursue  a like  course.  It  was 
very  strange  indeed  that  Mr.  Lloyd  should  complain, 
when  his  instruction  was  to  return  him  the  meino- 
rial  immediately,  if  it  was  not  presented;  and  it  is  still 
more  strange  when,  in  his  publication,  he  says  that 
he  might  procure  the  presentation  of  it  through  other 
members  of  the  body  who  were  his  friends;  and  the 
very  reason  he  assigns  for  not  applying  to  some  oce 
of  them  is  a reason  why  he  ought  so  to  have  applied. 
There  is  no  doubt  he  can  obtain  the  presentation  of 
his  memorial  through  some  member  of  the  senate  if 
he  yet  desires  it,  or  if  he  ever  did  desire  it.  Should 
he  fail  to  make  a further  request,  the  citizens  of  our 
own  state  will  be  able  to  draw  correct  conclusions. 

Mr.  Benton  said  Mr.  M.  was  correct  in  regard  to 
every  thing  on  which  he  had  offered  an  explanation. 
That  senator  had  said  it  was  not  his  fault  that  the 
arrest  was  made,  and  that  the  person  arrested  was 
brought  to  the  bar  of  the  senate.  Mr.  B.  now  wish- 
ed to  show  that  it  was  not  his  own  fault  that  the  me- 
morial was  not  presented,  referred  ani  considered. 
He  had  been  aware  that  a consultation  was  going 
on,  and  that  some  movement  was  intended,  and, 
without  the  least  reference  to  the  terms  of  the  me- 
morial which  he  supposed  would  be  presented,  he 
reselved  that,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  it  should 
have  its  full  force.  He  had  therefore  drawn  up  a 
motion,  which  he  intended  to  make  whenever  the 
memorial  should  be  presented,  that  the  memorial 
should  be  sentto  the  judiciary  committee,  with  pow- 
er to  send  for  witnesses,  and  to  report  to  the  senate 
ttie  propor  course  of  proceeding;  and  tlmt  tire  ex- 
penses should  be  paid  from  the  contingent  fund  of 
the  senate.  This  motion  be  had  shown  to  various 
senators;  and  his  friends  had  been  kind  enough  to 
say  that  it  should  be  done.  If  any  gentleman  would 
do  him  the  favor  to  present  the  memorial,  he  would 
vote  for  its  reference.  He  hoped  there  would  thus 
be  an  occasion  of  giving  to  the  public,  in  an  authen- 
tic form,  the  details  of  the  outrage.  He  asked  for 
the  presentation  of  the  memorial. 

[Here  the  subject  ended.] 

Mr.  Clay  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  inha- 
bitants of  Wirtsborough,  Sullivan  county,  N.  York, 
and  as  it  was  not  long.he  asked  lhatit  might  be  read. 

The  document  was  accordingly  read,  and  proved 
to  be  a kind  of  remonstrance,  on  the  subject  of  Ro- 
man Catholic  emigrants  to  the  country,  brought  in 
under  the  auspices  of  popes,  cardinals,  bishops,  &c. 
It  insisted  on  the  impropriety  and  inexpediency  of  al- 
lowing so  many  persons  to  enter  the  country  whose 
practice  and  tenets  were  avowedly  and  directly  hos- 
tile to  our  republican  institutions,  and  especially 
prayed  congress  to  institute  commissions,  in  various 
parts  of  the  country,  to  procure  information  and  re- 
port on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Clay  said  some  of  the  objects  prayed  for.  this 
government  had  no  power  to  grant,  however  alarm- 
ingto  these  good  and  religious  people  the  evils  com- 
plained of,  and  the  progress  of  the  papacy,  might  be. 
But  there  was  one  object  which  Mr.  C.  thought 
might  be  a proper  subject  of  inquiry,  being  within 
the  power  of  congress;  and  that  was  a change  ill  our 
laws  of  naturalization.  He,  therefore,  moved  that 
the  memorial  be  referred  to  the  judiciary  commit- 
tee; and  it  was  so  referred. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  presented  by  seve- 
ral other  gentlemen  and  referred,  after  which  Mr. 
Walker,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands,  to 
whom  the  motion  of  Mr.  Benton  for  an  inquiry  into 
the  conduct  of  the  deposite  banks,  &c.  was  refer- 
red, moved  that  the  above  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  said  motion,  and 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance. 

Mr.  Benton  said  he  thought  it  a grand  joke  that 
three  or  four  days  after  a bill  had  been  brought  in 
by  the  committee  on  the  public  lands,  on  the  sub- 
ject with  which  his  motion  was  connected;  alter 
the  occasion  for  which  that  motion  was  presented 
had  entirely  gone  by,  the  gentleman  should  now 
propone  to  have  the  examination  proposed  by  the 


motion,  and  by  another  committee.  He  thought 
the  land  committee  ought  to  have  acted  on  the  mo-  i 
tion,  or  turned  over  tire  whole  subject  to  another 
committee. 

Mr.  Walker  said  that,  inasmuch  as  the  commit- 
tee on  the  public  lands  had  been  arraigned  before 
the  senate  by  the  mover  of  that  resolution,  (“mo- 
tion”), he  hoped  he  would  be  pardoned  for  giving 
the  reasons  for  discharging  the  committee  on  the  5 
public  lands.  That  resolution  was  not  transmitted  to 
the  committee  till  some  time  after  the  commiVtee 
had  commenced  considering  the  subject  of  the 
treasury  order;  or,  at  least,  it  had  not  come  simul- 
taneously with  the  treasury  order  to  the  committee. 

It  was,  moreover,  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  t 
that  if  they  proceeded  to  act  on  the  matter  of  the  : 
resolution,  (Mr.  Benton’s),  there  could  be  no  action 
by  congress,  this  session,  on  the  subject  of  the  trea- 
sury order;  and  it  was  the  desire  of  every  member 
of  the  committee  that  such  action  should  be  had. — 

It  would  have  consumed  the  time  of  the  committee 
for  months,  and  it  would  even  have  been  necessary 
to  carry  the  required  examination  into  the  recess  of 
congress. 

Mr.  W.  said  that,  although  he  had  assented  to 
the  reference  of  the  subject  of  the  treasury  order  to 
the  committee  on  the  public  lauds,  he  had  dene  so 
with  the  utmost  reluctance. 

Mr.  Benton  said  the  subject  of  the  treasury  order 
was  referred  to  the  land  committee  late  on  the 
evening  of  the  11th  inst.  and  his  resolution  was 
sent  to  that  committee  as  early  as  it  could  he  on 
the  morning  of  the  12th.  That  resolution  had  also 
been  laid  on  the  table  at  the  very  commencement 
of  the  proceedings  on  the  treasury  order,  so  that 
every  one  might  see  it.  But  if  there  was  not  then 
time  to  carry  that  resolution  into  effect,  why,  at 
this  late  day,  was  it  proposed  to  refer  it  to  another 
committee,  and  to  a committee,  too,  of  which  Mr. 

B.  was  a member?  How  would  this  thing  tell  in 
the  newspapers,  that  the  gentleman  who  moved  to 
make  these  inquiries  should  proceed  to  make  them 
himself? 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  said  this  resolution  pass- 
ed without  attracting  his  attention,  or  else  he  would 
have  opposed  its  passage.  If  it  was  intended  to  im- 
pede the  action  of  the  committee,  it  would  have 
done  so  effectually.  And  if  there  was  a real  inten- 
tion of  obtaining  the  information  called  for,  it  could 
not  be  obtained  during  the  session.  He  could  see 
pa  practical  good  to  result  from  its  reference  now 
to  the  finance  committee.  He  therefore  called  for 
a division  of  the  question,  and  that  the  motion  for  & 
simple  discharge  should  first  be  tried.  The  gentle- 
man might  then  make  such  disposition  as  he 
thought  proper  of  his  resolution. 

Mr.  Ewing  said  the  subject  of  the  resolution  pro- 
perly and  exclusively  belonged  to  the  finance  com- 
mittee. He  also  had  known  nothing  of  the  resolu- 
tion since  it  was  first  laid  on  the  table  till  this 
morning.  He  thought  it  better  to  divide  the  ques- 
tion, and  leave  the  resolution  in  the  hands  of  the 
mover. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  discharging  the 
committee  and  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Benton  said  he  would  here  state  to  the  whole 
senate  that  he  desired  his  resolution  to  be  referred 
to  the  committee  of  which  he  was  a member.  It 
was  accordingly  referred  to  the  finance  committee. 

The  following  hills  were  read  a third  time  and 
passed,  viz: 

The  bill  to  authorise  certain  rail  road  companies 
to  construct  rail  roads  through  the  public  lands  in 
Florida; 

And  the  hill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  the  United  States  in  the  state  of  Ten- 
nessee. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  special  order  of 
the  day,  which  was  the  land  bill,  as  amended  by 
the  committee  on  the  public  lands. 

The  question  being  on  so  amending  the  hill  as  to 
require  a residence  by  the  settler  of  but  one  year 
to  get  a title  to  his  land,  it  was  negatived — yeas  12, 
nays  23. 

Mr.  Grundy  then  proposed  to  substitute  a resi- 
dence of  two  years.  The  motion  was  supported 
by  Messrs.  Walker,  King,  of  Alabama,  Linn  and 
Tiplon,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Ewing,  as  being  wholly 
inefficient  to  the  object  proposed.  Mr.  E.  stated 
that  he  had  a different  proposition  to  offer,  which, 
as  he  supposed,  would  secure  the  object  of  confin- 
ing the  sale  of  public  lands  to  actual  settlers,  and 
which  he  sent  (o  the  table  to  be  printed.  The 
printing  was  ordered;  hut  the  question  being,  in 
the  meanwhile,  taken  on  the  amendment  proposed 
by  Mr.  Grundy,  it  was  carried — yeas  27,  nays  11. 

Mr.  Benton  gave  notice  of  an  amendment  he 
should  hereafter  offer;  which  was  ordered  to  he 
printed. 

Mr.  Walker,  from  the  land  committee,  proposed 
sundry  minor  amendments,  not  touching  the  gene- 
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ral  principle  of  the  bill.  The  whole  of  the  various  | 
amendments  were  directed  to  be  embodied,  and 
printed  all  together,  in  their  order;  when  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  was  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

After  a desultory  conversation  as  to  the  order  of 
bills,  the  senate  resumed  the  calendar  of  bills  at 
the  point  where  they  had  left  it  yesterday,  when  a 
number  of  bills  for  the  relief  of  individuals  were 
considered  and  ordered  to  their  third  reading. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr. 
Bayard,  and  adopted  by  consent: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
an  appropriation  for  the  construction  of  a mole  or 
pier  at  or  near  Cape  Henlopen,  to  facilitate  the 
communication  between  the  Delaware  breakwater 
and  the  main  land,  in  conformity  with  the  report 
made  on  that  subject  by  the  secretary  of  war  on 
the  28th  January,  1836. 

Adjourned. 

January  23.  A message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  through  Andrew 
Jackson,  jr.  his  private  secretary,  with  the  annual 
report  of  the  directors  of  the  mint  at  Philadelphia. 
Referred  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

[For  an  abstract  of  the  report,  see  this  day’s  pro- 
ceedings of  the  house,  page  351.] 

After  the  presentation  of  memorials  and  petitions, 
a number  of  bills  were  reported  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading.  [Among  the  bills  was  one  from 
the  committee  on  manufactures,  reported  by  Mr. 
Niles,  for  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  coal.]  Some 
business  of  minor  importance  was  next  transacted, 
after  which  the  bills  ordered  to  a third  reading  on 
Saturday,  were  severally  read  a third  time  and 
passed. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  special  order  of 
the  day,  which  was  the  bill  to  confine  the  sale  of 
the  public  land  to  actual  settlers  only. 

Mr.  Walker,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the 
public  lands,  who  has  charge  of  the  bill,  expressed 
his  approbation  of  an  amendment  offered  on  Satur- 
day by  Mr.  Ewing,  and  which  provides  that  land 
entered,  and  forfeited,  by  non-residence  under  the 
bill,  might  be  entered  by  others  who  shall  prove  the 
fact  of  such  non-residence  by  the  first  occupant, 
and  proposed  to  modify  it  by  a provision  that,  when 
two  or  more  persons  should  so  claim  the  forfeited 
land,  who  inhabit  the  same  quarter-section,  the  pre- 
ference shall  be  given  to  the  first  occupant;  and  that 
none  of  the  othere  should  get  ‘'floats,"  (i.  e.  pre- 
emption rights  to  be  located  on  any  land  not  enur- 
ed elsewhere). 

In  consequence  of  some  objections  to  the  term 
“float,”  as  unknown  to  the  law  and  undefined,  he 
agreed  to  waive  the  latter  clause  entirely,  as  being, 
in  substance,  provided  for  in  other  parts  of  the  bill. 
The  residue  of  his  amendment  to  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Ewing  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  W.  also  proposed  several  other  verbal  amend- 
ments which  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Tipton  then  moved  an  amendment,  introduc- 
ing the  principle  of  graduation,  and  providing  that 
land  remaining  unsold  for  ten  years  should  be  sold 
for  one  dollar  an  acre;  and  if  remaining  for  fifteen 
years,  at  seventy-five  cents  the  acre,  with  a proviso 
that  not  more  than  160  acres  be  sold  to  any  one 
man;  on  which  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  and 
they  were  ordered  by  the  senate. 

Mr.  Ewing,  thinking  this  a fit  opportunity  to  go 
into  the  general  principles  of  the  bill,  and  the  sub- 
ject of  the  public  lands  generally,  addressed  the  se- 
nate in  a speech  which,  with  hi3  consent,  was  in- 
terrupted by  a motion  for  adjournment.  The  mo- 
tion, having  been  suspended  for  some  previous  mo- 
tions for  the  printing  of  documents,  prevailed. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

January  24.  After  the  presentation  of  memo- 
rials and  petitions,  and  the  transaction  of  other  bu- 
siness of  minor  importance,  the  senate  again  passed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  land  bill,  when  Mr.  Ew- 
ing resumed  and  concluded  his  speech  on  the  gene- 
ral subject. 

The  question  still  being  on  Mr.  Tipton’s  amend- 
ment, which  proposes  to  graduate  the  price  of  the 
public  land  in  proportion  to  the  time  it  has  been 
offered  for  sale,  viz:  such  as  has  been  offered  for 
ten  years,  to  sell  at  $ 1 , and  such  as  has  been  offer- 
ed for  fifteen  years,  at  75  cents, 

Mr.  Clay  pressed  for  reasons  why,  when  it  was 
acknowledged  that  the  lands  were  selling  vastly 
below’  their  value  already,  it  was  now  proposed  to  re- 
duce the  price  still  lower?  Mr.  Dana  followed  on 
the  general  merits  of  the  bill,  touching  on  the  occu- 
pation of  part  of  his  own  state  by  the  British. — 
Mr.  Tipton  went  briefly  into  an  explanation  of  the 
grounds  of  his  amendment,  and  took  occasion  also 
to  reply  to  some  of  the  objections  which  had  been 
urged  against  the  bill.  Mr.  Clay  rejoined,  pressing 
more  strenuously  his  former  argument  against  the 


reduction  of  price.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  then 
taken  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Tipton, 
when  it  was  rejected  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Mesrs.  Benton,  Black,  Dana,  Ewing, 
of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Hendricks,  King,  of  Alabama, 
Linn,  Moore,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Rives,  Robinson, 
Sevier,  Strange,  Tipton,  Walker,  White — 18. 

NAYS — Msssrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Hub- 
bard, Kent,  King,  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Niles,  Page, 
Prentiss,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Swift,  Tallmadge — 19. 

Mr.  Benton  then  offered  an  amendment,  which  he 
said  he  had  a little  altered  from  one  formerly  offer- 
ed by  Mr.  Webster,  and  which  allows  the  land  to 
be  sold,  under  certain  circumstances,  at  45  cents  an 
acre. 

This  also  was  rejected,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Dana,  Ewing, 
of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Hendricks,  Kings,  of  Alabama, 
Linn,  Moore,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Rives,  Robinson, 
Sevier,  Strange,  Tipton,  Walker,  White — 18. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Hub- 
bard, Kent,  King,  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Niles,  Page, 
Prentiss,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Swift,  Tallmadge, 
Wright — 20. 

Mr.  Sevier  offered  an  amendment,  which  granted 
the  actual  settler  a pre-emption  right,  on  his  show- 
ing that  he  had  occupied  a quarter  section  six 
months  immediately  previous  to  a land  sale.  This 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Morris  now  observed  that  the  bill,  since  its 
first  being  reported  by  the  committee,  had  under- 
gone so  many  modifications,  and  the  pre-emptive 
feature  in  it  had  been  so  much  changed  for  the 
worse,  that,  by  way  of  testing  the  opinion  of  the 
senate  whether  that  principle  should  be  retained,  he 
would  move  to  strike  out  the  entire  section  (the 
4th)  on  that  subject. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Clay,  and  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Linn,  Sevier  and  Benton,  and 
with  great  vehemence  by  Mr.  Walker,  who  observ- 
ed that,  if  the  two  features  of  graduations  and  pre- 
emption were  stricken  out  of  the  bill,  he  should 
abandon  it  at  once;  when 

Mr.  Morris  expressed  a wish  to  address  the  se- 
nate in  behalf  of  his  motion,  and  moved,  thereupon, 
an  adjournment,  which  prevailed. 

And  the  senate  adjourned. 

(Portions  of  this  debate  were  interesting,  and  may 
be  given  hereafter.) 

January  25.  The  chair  presented  a communica- 
tion from  the  war  department,  with  statements  of 
all  contracts  made  by  that  department  In  the  year 
1836. 

Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary 
to  whom  the  president’s  message  and  the  documents 
relating  to  the  burning  of  the  treasury  building,  and 
the  repeal  of  the  law  of  limitation,  were  referred, 
reported  a bill  to  render  more  effectual  the  detec- 
tion and  punishment  of  crimes  against  the  United 
States  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Read  twice, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

The  following  resolution,  which  lies  over  one  day, 
was  offered  by  Mr.  Nicholas: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  the  senate  any  informa- 
tion in  his  possession,  obtained  through  any  agent 
specially  deputed,  to  investigate  the  frauds,"  by 
floats  or  otherwise  supposed  to  have  been  practised 
in  the  purchase  of  public  lands  in  the  state  of  Loui- 
siana. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  considention  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  executrix  of  Richard  V/. 
Meade. 

The  subject  of  the  bill  having  been  debated  at 
great  length  by  Messrs.  City,  Hubbard,  Walker, 
Calhoun,  Wright  and  Buchanan, 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table 
for  further  examination.  Negatived;  yeas  19,  nays 
22. 

After  further  debate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard, 
the  bill  was  amended  so  as  to  limit  the  amount  to 
be  allowed  by  the  commissioners  named  by  the 
bill,  to  the  proportion  allowed  to  other  claimants, 
from  the  $5, 000,009,  under  the  treaty  with  Spain. 

Also,  tho  secretary  of  the  treasury  was  substi- 
tuted on  the  commission  for  the  secretary  of  state, 
who,  Mr.  H.  stated,  had  already  given  a favorable 
judgment  on  the  claim.  Yeas  25. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  i'or  a 
third  reading. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  and 
the  bill  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  district  court  for  the  district  of  Arkansas 
were  next  severally  taken  up.  The  first  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading,  and  the 
last  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  special  order,  which  was  the  bill  to  restrict  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands  to  actual  settlers. 


The  question  being  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  to 
strike  from  the  bill  the  4th  section,  which  refers  to 
the  subject  of  pre-emption  rights  to  be  conferred 
on  the  settlers  who  shall  fa  fil  certain  conditions. 

Mr.  Morris  declined  making,  at  this  time,  his 
meech  in  support  of  the  motion,  and  suggested  to 
Hr.  Walker  the  expediency  of  postponing  the  fur- 
tier  consideration  of  the  bill  to  to-morrow.  A 
b-ief  desultory  debate  now  ensued,  in  which  Messrs. 
Walker,  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  and  Robinson  participat- 
ed Mr.  'Upton  moved  an  adjournment,  but  waiv- 
ed the  motion  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Benton;  when 
th?  senate  went  into  the  consideration  of  executive 
business — After  which,  and  some  explanatory  re- 
mirks  from  Mr.  Walker  on  the  land  question,  the 
senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  18.  After  the  reception,  read- 
ing and  reference  of  reports,  Mr.  Boyd  offered  a 
resolution  directing  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  causing  an 
examination,  by  a board  of  officers,  of  certain  im- 
provements in  fire-arms  made  by  Messrs.  Cochran, 
Hall,  Colt  and  baron  Hackett. 

Mr.  Hawes  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  all  petitions,  memorials,  resolu- 
tions, propositions  or  papers,  relating  in  any  way, 
or  tn  any  extent  whatever,  to  the  subject  of  slavery, 
or  die  abolition  of  slavery,  shall,  without  being 
either  printed  or  referred,  be  laid  upon  the  table, 
and  that  no  action  whatever  shall  be  had  thereon. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  thought  it  was  time  that  the 
house  should  adopt  a resolution  of  this  character, 
wit!  a view  to  put  an  end  to  discussions  which  had 
occtpied  so  much  of  its  time  on  the  subject  of  abo- 
lition of  slavery.  He  wished  to  have  no  debate; 
he  thought  there  had  already  been  enough.  To 
test  the  sense  of  the  house,  he  called  for  the  pre- 
vious question  on  the  resolution. 

Mr.  E.  Whittlesey  objected  to  the  reception  of 
the  resolution.  The  speaker  said  the  state  of  Ken- 
tucky had  been  called  in  its  regular  order  for  reso- 
lutions, and  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
could  not  therefore  be  entertained.  Mr.  Adams 
objected  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  at 
this  time.  Some  desultory  conversation  ensued  on 
the  point  of  order,  in  which  Messrs.  Adams  and 
Mercer  participated,  when  the  speaker  decided  that 
tlie  question  “Shall  the  resolution  be  now  consider- 
ed?” should  be  first  entertained.  Mr.  Phillips 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  con- 
S'-deratlon,  w hit: ti  were  ordered;  and  were — -yeaa 
115,  nays  57.  So  the  house  determined  that  the 
resolution  should  be  now  considered.  Mr.  Hawes 
inquired  if  his  motion  for  the  previous  question 
was  now  in  order.  The  speaker  said  he  supposed 
that  motion  stood  first  in  order,  but  the  gentleman 
could  renew  it.  Mr.  Hawes  thereupon  renewed 
his  call  for  the  previous  question.  And  the  house 
seconded  the  call — ayes  104,  noes  42. 

Mr.  Evans  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  of  taking  the  main  question;  which  were 
ordered.  Mr.  Robertson  moved  a call  of  the  house; 
which  motion  was  lost.  And  the  question  on  taking 
the  main  question  was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  127,  nays  66.  So  the  house  de- 
termined that  the  main  question  should  now  be 
taken. 

Mr.  Grennell  said  that,  notwithstanding  the  vote 
just  taken,  he  was  desirous  of  having  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  main  question.  He  therefore  asked 
for  them. 

And  they  were  ordered  by  the  house.  And  the 
main  question,  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution, was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  129,  nays  69. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  following  message  in  writing  was  received 
from  the  president  of  the  U.  States,  by  the  hands 
of  his  private  secretary,  Andrew  Jackson,  jr.  esq. 

To  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives: 

Sir:  I hereby  transmit  to  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives certain  communications  from  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  and  the  attorney  of  the  United 
States  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

They  relate  to  the  difficulties  which  have  been 
interposed,  under  the  existing  laws,  in  bringing  to 
conviction  and  punishment  the  supposed  incendia- 
ries of  the  treasury  buildings  in  the  year  IS33. 

The  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  case,  so  long 
concealed,  and  of  the  flagrant  frauds  by  persons 
disconnected  with  the  government,  which  were 
still  longer  concealed,  and  to  screen  some  of  which 
forever  was  probably  a principal  inducement  to  the 
burning  of  the  buildings,  lead  me  earnestly  to  re- 
commend a revision  of  the  laws  on  this  subject.  T 
do  this  with  a wish  not  only  to  render  the  punish- 
ment hereafter  more  severe  for  the  wanton  destruc- 
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tion  of  the  public  property,  but  to  repeal  entirely 
the  statute  of  limitation  in  all  criminal  cases  except 
small  misdemeanors,  and  in  no  event  to  allow  a 
party  to  avail  himself  of  its  benefits  during  the  pe- 
riod the  commission  of  the  crime  was  kept  conceal- 
ed, or  the  persons  on  trial  were  not  suspected  of 
having  perpetrated  the  olfence. 

It  must  be  manifest  to  congress  that  the  exposed 
state  of  the  public  records  here,  without  fire-proof 
buildings,  imperatively  requires  the  most  ample  re- 
medies for  their  protection,  and  the  greatest  vigi- 
lance and  fidelity  in  all  officers,  whether  executive 
or  judicial,  in  bringing  to  condign  punishment  the 
real  offenders. 

Without  these,  the  public  property  is  in  that  de- 
plorable situation  which  depends  quite  as  much  on 
accident  and  good  fortune  as  the  laws  for  safety. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

January  17,  1837. 

Letter  to  the  secretary  of  the  treaswy. 

Washington,  December  27,  1836. 

Sir:  According  to  the  request  in  your  letter  of 
this  day,  I enclose  a copy  of  the  instructions  given 
by  the  court  to  the  jury,  on  the  act  of  179(1,  on  the 
trial  of  Richard  H.  White. 

I understand  that  the  only  juror  who  held  out  for 
acquitting  the  prisoner  was  satisfied  of  his  guilt, 
but  refused  to  find  him  guilty  on  the  ground  of  this 
instruction  as  to  the  limitations.  It  is  certainly 
highly  necessary  that  the  law  should  be  so  amend- 
ed as  to  prevent  the  bar  of  the  statute  from  opent- 
ing  in  cases  where  the  proper  officers  of  govern- 
ment did  not  know,  and  could  not  by  due  diligerce 
have  known,  by  whom  the  offences  were  commit- 
ted. One  or  two  cases  similar  to  the  present  have 
occurred  heretofore  in  the  circuit  court,  in  whi:h 
this  defence  has  been  sustained.  Very  respectful- 
ly, your  obedient  servant, 

F.  S.  KEY,  U.  S.  att’y  D.  C. 

The  message  having  been  read,  was,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Thomas , referred,  with  the  accompanying 
documents,  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  message,  in  writing,  was  also  re- 
ceived from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  by 
the  hands  of  Andrew  Jackson,  jr.  esq. 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I transmit  to  congress  herewith,  the  copy  of  an 
act  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  passed  on  the  16th  ult. 
expressing  the  assent  of  that  state  to  the  several 
provisions  of  the  act  of  congress  entitled  “an  act 
to  extend  the  western  boundary  of  the  state  of  Mis- 
souri to  the  Missouri  river,”  approved  June  7, 
1836.  A copy  of  the  act,  duly  authenticated,  has 
been  deposited  in  the  department  of  state. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Washington,  January  17,  1S37. 

The  message  having  been  read,  was,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Mercer,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be 
printed. 

The  speaker  also  laid  before  the  house  a commu- 
nication from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  trans- 
mitting a report  of  the  register  of  the  treasury  on 
the  salaries  of  clerks  in  the  different  offices;  which, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  was  referred 
to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  bill  to  authorise  the  president  of  the  United 
States  to  furnish  certain  ordinance  stores  to  the  se- 
veral states  was  then  taken  up,  read  a third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  to  change  the  collection  district  of  Digh- 
ton,  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  to  Fall  River, 
and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  a third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  joint  resolution  authorising  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  to  correct  a clerical  error  in  the  award 
of  the  commissioners  under  the  treaty  with  France 
of  1831,  was  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

The  joint  resolution  granting  a portion  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  to  universities  and  colleges  in  the  several 
states  was  taken  up,  read  twice,  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  French,  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union. 

The  bill  directing  the  fabrication  of  certain  gold 
coins  was  taken  up,  and,  after  a few  words  from 
Messrs.  A.  Mann,  Jarvis,  Mercer,  Parker,  Suther- 
land and  Connor,  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  “bill  to  establish  a more  uniform  rule  of 
computing  the  mileage  and  per  diem,  compensation 
of  members  of  congress,”  coming  up  in  its  order — 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  said  that  he  would  move  its  post- 
ponement until  to-morrow,  with  a view,  if  possible, 
of  reaching  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  admission  of 
Michigan  into  the  union. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  inquired  if  it  would  be  in  order 
to  call  for  the  previous  question?  The  speaker- said 
it  would  be  in  order.  Mr.  Cambreleng  called  for 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Wardwell  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
for  the  purpose  of  affording  members  an  opportuni- 


ty at  a future  day  of  proposing  amendments.  [This  r 
notion  was  entitled  to  priorky.]  Mr.  Craig  asked  1 
far  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  last-named  motion, 
vhich  were  ordered,  and  were,  yeas  11,  nays  192. 
So  the  house  refused  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  call  for  the  previous 
question,  which  was  seconded  by  the  house,  ayes 
78,  noes  63.  Mr.  Hannegan  called  for  fie  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question  of  taking  the  main  question; 
but  they  were  not  ordered. 

And  the  question  on  taking  the  main  question 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  yeas  112,  noes  not 
counted. 

So  the  house  determined  that  the  main  question 
should  now  be  put. 

Mr.  Heister  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question;  which  were  ordered. 

The  main  question  was  on  the  engrossment  of 
the  bill  in  the  following  form: 

A bill  to  establish  a more  uniform  rule  of  comput- 
. ing  the  mileage  and  per  diem  compensation  of 

members  of  congress. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  there  shall  be  appointed, 
at  the  commencement  of  each  session  of  congress, 
a joint  select  committee  of  three  members  from  each 
house,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  within  the  first  thir- 
ty days  of  the  session,  to  ascertain,  by  information 
from  each  member  or  delegate,  the  exact  distance, 
by  the  nearest  principal  mail  route  by  land,  from 
the  seat  of  the  federal  government  to  the  residence 
of  the  said  member  or  delegate;  and  the  said  com- 
mittee shall  immediately  make  a report  thereof  to 
their  respective  houses,  upon  which  report  the  mile- 
age of  each  member  or  delegate  shall  be  computed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  mem- 
ber or  delegate  shall  receive  any  per  diem  compen- 
sation for  any  days  during  which  he  may  be  absent 
from  the  seat  of  the  federal  government  while  the 
house  to  which  he  belongs  shall  be  in  session,  ex- 
cept such  absence  be  by  leave  or  authority  ot  the 
house,  or  on  business  of  the  house  of  which  he  is  a 
member,  or  occasioned  by  sickness;  aid  upon  the 
final  settlement  of  his  account,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  each  member  or  delegate  to  certify  the  number  of 
days  he  may  be  thus  absent,  which  account,  so  cer- 
tified, shall  be  published  at  the  commencement  of 
the  next  session  of  congress,  under  the  direction  of 
the  secretary  of  the  senate  and  the  clerk  of  the 
house  of  representatives. 

The  question  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill  was 
taken  and  carried,  yeas  186,  nays  IS. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading;  and  the  question  being  when  the  bill  should 
be  read,  Mr.  Hawes  moved  it  have  Us  third  read- 
ing now.  Mr.  Hannegan  said  he  hoped  not.  He 
thought  the  house  had  done  injury  enough  for  one 
day;  for  they  had  ordered  to  a third  reading  one  of 
the  most  crude  and  ill-digested  bills  ever  brought 
before  that  house;  a bill  containing  more  imperfec- 
tions, and  doing  more  injustice,  than  any  they  had 
ever  acted  on.  He  moved  the  house  adjourn;  which 
motion  was  rejected.  And  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
a third  reading  now  [but  had  not  been  engrossed]. 

The  house  took  up  the  bill  from  the  senate,  enti- 
tled “an  act  to  admit  the  state  of  Michigan  into 
the  union  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
states.”  The  question  being  on  its  commitment  to 
the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union, 

Mr.  Thomas  said  that  much  injustice  lmd  been 
done  to  the  inhabitants  of  Michigan  by  keeping 
them  out  of  the  union,  and  by  denying  them  the 
right  to  participate  in  the  legislation  of  the  country. 
After  the  great  delay  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
action  of  congress  on  the  subject,  he  hoped  that  the 
house  would  adopt  that  mode  of  action  now  which 
would  expedite  a decision;  that  was,  to  keep  the 
bill  within  the  control  of  a majority  of  the  house. 
In  the  house  the  previous  question  could  bo  called: 
in  committee  of  the  whole  that  privilege  was  taken 
away.  In  the  present  instance  the  house  ought  riot 
to  be  reasonably  indulgent  in  debate;  and  Mr.  T. 
had  no  doubt  that,  so  long  as  gentlemen  confined 
themselves  strictly  to  the  merits  of  the  bill,  every 
latitude  would  be  extended  to  them.  II utifa  dispo- 
sition should  be  manifested  to  diverge  from  the  true 
question  before  the  house,  and  to  take  up  time  on 
mere  party  considerations,  the  debate  ought  to  be 
closed  and  he  hoped,  in  justice  to  the  people  of 
Michigan,  would  be  closed. 

Mr.  Hardin  said  he  had  been  a member  of  the 
committee  to  which  this  subject  had  been  referred 
at  the  present  and  last  session  of  congress,  and  be 
had  been  constrained  to  differ  from  the  majority  of 
both  these  committees  on  this  subject.  He  had 
never  explained  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to 
differ  from  them.  He  did  not  care  whether  the  bill 
were  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union  or  not,  provided  a fair  opportunity 
was  given  to  gentlemen  wishing  to  express  their 


views.  He  would  inquire  who  was  to  be  the  judge 
whether  a member  was  confining  himself  to  the  sub- 
ject, or  not:  He  hoped  that,  if  the  bill  was  not 
committed,  the  few  remarks  he  had  to  make  on  one 
subject  would  be  heard  with  patience;  and  that 
was,  the  spirit  of  mobocracy  and  the  revolutionary 
movements  which  had  characterized  fre  proceed- 
ings in  relation  to  the  admission  of  Michigan,  to 
which  he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  tie  house, 
and  against  which  he  intended  to  enter  his  protest. 

Mr.  Jenifer  raised  the  question  whether  the  bill 
must  not  necessarily  be  committed?  And  after  a 
few  remarks  thereon  by  Mr.  Briggs,  the  speaker  ex- 
pressed his  adherence  to  his  decision  made  the  other 
day,  that  the  bill,  inasmuch  as  it  contained  no  ap- 
propriation, need  not  be  committed.  Mr.  Reed  call- 
ed for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  commit- 
ment which  were  ordered.  Mr.  Patton  urged  the 
propriety  of  commitment.  There  was  not  an  in- 
stance of  a state  having  been  admitted  into  the 
union  without  the  bill  which  provided  for  its  ad- 
mission having  been  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union.  And,  if  the  bill 
were  committed,  the  majority  could  at  any  time 
discharge  the  committee  of  the  whole  from  the  con- 
sideration of  it. 

Mr.  Sutherland  said  that  if  this  were  a new  ques- 
tion, which  had  not  been  discussed,  and  the  merits  of 
which  were  not  thoroughly  understood,  it  would  be 
well  to  go  into  committee;  but  every  member  of  the 
house  was  master  of  the  subject.  He  thought  that 
commitment  was  unnecessary,  and  that  the  house 
ought  not  to  delay  the  admission  of  Michigan  into 
the  union  unnecessarily.  He  believed  that  action 
on  the  bill  had  been  already  delayed  too  long.  He 
reminded  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Patton) 
that  the  received  notion  in  the  house  was,  that  a 
majority  could  not  discharge  a committee  ofthe 
whole  from  the  consideration  of  a bill  so  long  as  an 
amendment  was  pending. 

Mr.  Patton  inquired  if  the  committee  of  the  whole 
could  not  be  instructed  to  report  tire  bill  forthwith 
to  the  house,  without  amendment:  Mr.  Sutherland 
said  that  a bill  could  not  be  taken  out  of  committee 
in  the  midst  of  a gentleman’s  speech;  and  suppose 
a gentleman  had  the  floor,  and  chose  to  speak  two 
or  three  days.  There  was  no  power  to  interfere 
with  him.  Mr.  Stover  insisted  that,  under  a fair 
construction  of  the  rule  of  the  house,  the  bill  re- 
quired commitment. 

And  the  question  on  the  commitment  was  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  86,  nays  110.  So 
the  house  determined  that  the  bill  should  not  be 
committed.  Mr.  Thomas  said  that,  if  it  was  the 
sense  of  the  house,  ho  was  prepared  now  to  submit 
his  remarks;  but  if  the  house  preferred  an  adjourn- 
ment, he  was  perfectly  willing.  With  a view  to 
test  that  question,  he  moved  that  the  house  adjourn; 
which  motion  prevailed,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Jan.  19.  Messrs.  Owens  and  Haynes, 
severally  moved  the  house  to  suspend  the  rules  to 
permit  them  to  offer  memorials;  but  the  house  re- 
fused to  do  so. 

Mr.  Huntsman,  from  the  committee  on  private 
land  claims,  submitted  a resolution  that  the  trans- 
lator of  the  French  and  Spanish  languages  for  this 
house,  who  was  appointed  under  a resolution  of 
this  house  of  February  2-1,  1835.  he  continued  as 
such  until  the  1st  of  February,  1838.  which,  after 
a brief  debate,  was  postponed  for  further  considera- 
tion, until  Monday. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and 
canals,  reported  the  following  resolution;  which 
was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  TJiat  the  committee  of  the  whole  house 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  further  to  amend  the  act  incorporating  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company. 

Mr.  Mercer  also  reported,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, the  following  resolutions;  which  were  read, 
and  agreed  io: 

Resolved,  That  the  report  and  bill  of  the  com- 
miltee  on  roads  and  canals  on  the  completion  olThe 
Cumberland  road  east  of  the  river  Ohio,  along  with 
the  additional  documents  reported  in  relation  there- 
to, be  printed. 

Resolved , That  the  committee  of  the  whole  be 
discharged  from  the  farther  consideration  of  bill 
No.  482. 

A number  of  bills  were  reported,  which  will  be 
noticed  hereafter,  and  several  committees  discharg- 
ed from  the  consideration  of  subjects  that  had  been 
submitted  to  them,  after  which  Mr.  Underwood  of- 
fered the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  sergeant-at-arms  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  house  a statement  showing  the 
mileage  claimed  and  sums  paid  therefor  to  mem- 
bers of  this  bouse,  and  delegates  from  the  territories 
respectively,  during  the  last  and  present  session  of 
congress;  and  also  a similar  statement  in  relation  to 
senators  in  congress. 
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Mr.  Boon  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  by 
striking  out  all  that  portion  which  related  to  the  se- 
nate. Some  debate  followed  in  which  Messrs. 
Boon,  Underwood,  Harden,  W-  Thompson  and  Craig, 
participated.  When  Mr.  Boon  moved  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  on  the  b>Me.  Mr.  Craig  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  cn  that  motion,  which  were 
ordered.  And  pe-’ding  this  question,  the  house, 
on  motion  of  M-  - -A-  Mann,  proceeded  to  the  orders 
of  the  day. 

Mr.  BeJf  again  gave  notice  of  his  motion  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a bill  to  secure  the  freedom  of  elections; 
and  said  he  yet  hoped  that,  at  some  time,  he  might 
obtain  his  object. 

The  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  provide  for  the  admission  of  Michigan  into 
the  union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
states.  The  pending  question  being  on  ordering 
the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

Mr.  Thomas  addressed  the  house  at  great  length 
in  favor  of  the  bill,  contending  that  Michigan  had 
complied  with  the  conditions  which,  by  the  act  of 
last  session,  were  made  indispensable  pre-requisites 
to  her  admission  into  the  union:  and  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  second  convention  were  the  clearly 
expressed  views  of  the  majority  of  the  people  of 
that  state, 

Mr.  Hardin  replied  at  great  length,  insisting  that 
the  movements  in  the  second  convention  were  re- 
volutionary in  their  character  and  tendency;  that, 
under  the  proceedings  of  that  convention,  Michigan, 
could  not,  constitutionally,  be  admitted  into  the 
union,  and  that  she  should  not  be  admitted  until  a 
convention,  held  by  state  authority,  had  acceded  to 
the  terms  which  congress  had  presented. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  obtained  the  floor,  and  moved 
that  the  house  adjourn;  but  withdrew  the  motion, 
and,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Thomas,  moved  that 
the  bill  be  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for 
to-morrow.  Mr.  E.  Whittlesey  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  that  motion.  Mr.  Mercer  moved  that 
the  house  adjourn;  which  motion  prevailed,  and 
the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Jan.  20.  Mr.  Conner,  from  the  commit- 
tee on  the  post  office  and  post  roads,  which  was  on 
the  15th  of  December  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
causes  of  the  recent  conflagration  of  the  post  office, 
made  a report,  accompanied  by  a bill,  which  was 
twice  read  and  referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole. 
[For  the  report  see  page  344.] 

A number  of  bills  were  severally  twice  read  and 
committed;  after  which  the  house  took  up  the  un- 
finished business  of  the  morning  hour,  being  the  re- 
solution offered  yoetorday  by  Mr.  Underwood  calling 
for  a statement  of  the  mileage  claimed  by  members 
of  the  house.  The  pending  question  was  on  the 
motion,  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Boon,  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  on  the  table.  The  yeas  and  nays, 
having  been  heretofore  ordered,  were  taken,  and 
were — yeas  40,  nays  126.  So  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  motion,  submitted 
yesterday,  to  strike  out  all  that  portion  of  the  reso- 
lution which  related  to  the  mileage  of  members  of 
the  senate;  which  motion  was  rejected — ayes  5S, 
noes  not  counted.  The  question  then  recurred  on 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution.  Mr.  Adams  suggest- 
ed to  the  mover  of  the  resolution  (Mr.  Underwood ) 
the  propriety  of  striking  out  the  word  “sergeant-at- 
arms, ’’and  insertingthevvord  "speaker,”  or  “clerk” 
of  the  house.  He  thought  that,  fora  document  of 
this  description,  the  sergeant-at-arms  was  not  the 
proper  person  to  act,  and  most  especially  on  that 
portion  of  the  resolution  which  required  a statement 
from  the  senate.  , 

Mr.  Underwood  acceded  to  the  suggestion,  and 
modified  his  resolution  so  as  to  read  “clerk  of  the 
house.” 

The  speaker  said  he  had  just  been  informed  that 
the  book  containing  the  statement  of  mileage,  &c. 
after  each  session,  was  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury.  It  would  be  requisite, 
therefore,  that  a call  should  be  made  on  that  officer 
for  the  same. 

Mr.  Claiborne,  of  Mississippi,  moved  the  follow- 
ing amendment: 

And  be  it  farther  resolved.  That  a select  commit- 
tee of  five  be  appointed,  with  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers,  to  inquire  and  report  to  this  house 
what  deduction,  if  any,  has  been  made  by  members 
of  the  house  of  representatives,  at  the  preceding  or 
present  session,  from  their  per  diem  compensation, 
when  absent  in  attendance  on  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States,  or  the  courts  in  adjacent  states  or 
elsewhere,  on  their  own  private  business. 

To  which  amendment  Mr.  Yell  offered  the  follow  • 
ing  amendment: 

“And  that  said  committee  he  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  reduc- 
ing the  compensation  allowed  to  members  of  con- 
gress to  six  dollars  per  diem;  and  also  into  the  ex- 


pediency of  providing  by  law  for  the  removal  of  the 
seat  of  government  of  the  United  States  to  some 
point  on  the  Ohio  or  Mississippi  river,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  January,  1840.” 

The  subject  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Claiborne, 
Yell  and  Underwood.  The  last  named  gentleman 
had  not  concluded,  when  the  hour  having  elapsed, 
the  chair  announced  the  p ' , ir-  orders  of  the  day — 
when  several  engrossed  bills  were  read  a third  time 
and  passed — among  them  were  the  following: 

A bill  further  to  amend  the  act  incorporating  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company; 

A bill  to  authorise  the  New  Orleans  and  Carroll- 
ton rail  road  company  to  construct  a rail  road  from 
Carrollton  to  the  town  of  Bayou  Sara,  in  the  state  of 
Louisiana. 

After  spending  sometime  on  other  private  bills, 
the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Jan.  21.  Mr.  Casey  from  the  commit- 
tee on  public  lands,  reported  a resolution  that  the 
bill  to  graduate  the  price  of  public  lands,  to  make 
provisions  for  settlers  and  to  cede  the  refuse  lands 
to  the  states  in  which  they  lie,  be  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  Wednesday  next,  which  resolution  was 
rejected — yeas  63,  nays  93. 

The  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  “an  act  estab- 
lishing branches  of  the  mint  of  the  United  States,” 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading  on 
Monday. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
reported  the  following  resolution;  which  was  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  house: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  house 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  grant  the  Atchafalaya  rail  road  and  banking 
company  a right  of  way  through  the  public  lands. 

The  bill  was  then  taken  up,  and,  after  a brief  dis- 
cussion, amended  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Bell  renewed  his  notice  of  motion  to  bring  in 
a bill  to  secure  the  freedom  of  elections. 

The  several  bills  which  have  recently  passed  the 
senate,  for  the  relief  of  individuals,  &c.  were  twice 
read,  and  referred  to  various  committees. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wise, 

Ordered,  That  the  select  committee  on  so  much 
of  the  president’s  message  as  relates  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  executive  departments  have  leave  to  sit 
during  the  sessions  of  the  house.  The  house  then 
adjourned. 

Monday,  Jan.  23.  Petitions  and  memorials  were 
called  for  and  presented  in  the  order  of  the  states 
and  territories. 

[When  the  reading  of  the  journal  had  been  con- 
cluded, the  speaker  announced  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness to  be  the  memorial  presented  on  Monday  last, 
by  Mr.  Cushing,  from  the  merchants  of  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  praying  the  interference  of  govern- 
ment in  relation  to  unnecessary  quarantine  imposed 
on  American  vessels  by  the  Danish  government  at 
Elsineur. 

Mr.  Adams  raised  the  question  whether  the  peti- 
tion presented  by  him  last  Monday  week,  from  cer- 
tain inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Dover,  Massachu- 
setts, praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the 
slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  not  the 
first  business  in  order. 

The  speaker  decided  that,  under  the  resolution  or 
order  lately  adopted  by  the  house,  that  petition  must 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Adams  appealed  from  the  decision,  and  the 
house  sustained  the  decision  by  a vote  of  145  yeas 
against  32  nays. 

The  memorial  from  the  merchants  of  Boston,  was 
then  considered,  and,  after  some  remarks  from  Mr. 
Cushing  explaining  the  oppressive  and  expensive 
character  of  the  quarantine  regulations  complained 
of,  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs.] 

An  unusually  large  number  of  petitions  and  me- 
morials on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  were  presented  by  different  members, 
and  were  immediately  laid  on  the  table. 

The  call  for  petitions  having  been  concluded,  Mr. 
Bell  hoped  the  house  would  consent  that  the  com- 
mittees should  make  their  reports.  Mr.  B.  said  he 
would  also  take  the  opportunity  to  renew  his  mo- 
tion for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to  secure  the  free- 
dom of  elections. 

Several  committees  were  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  subjects  referred  to  them. 

A message  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  transmitting  a copy  of  the  annual  report  of 
the  director  of  the  mint  at  Philadelphia,  showing 
the  operations  of  that  institution  during  the  past 
year,  and  also  the  progress  made  towards  the  com- 
pletion of  the  branch  mints  in  North  Carolina, 
Georgia  and  Louisiana. 

From  one  of  the  statements  accompanying  the 
report  of  the  director  of  the  mint,  it  appears  that 
the  coinage  at  the  mint  in  the  year  1S39  has  been 
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553,447  half  eagles,  amounting  to  $2,765,735 
547,986  quarter  eagles  1,369,965 


In  gold 

1,000  dollars 
6,546,200  half  dollars 

472,000  quarter  dollars 

1.190.000  dimes 

1.900.000  half  dimes 


4,135,700 

$ 1,000 
3,273,100 
118,000 
119,000 
95,000 


In  silver 

2,111,000  cents 

398,000  half  cents 


3,606,100 

21,110 

1,990 


In  copper 


23,100 


Whole  amount  coined  in  1836  $7,764,900 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  to  congress  the  re- 
port of  the  board  of  inspectors  of  the  penitentiary 
of  Washington,  and  draw  ing  the  attention  of  con- 
gress to  the  fact  presented  in  the  report,  that  the 
inspectors  have  received  no  compensation  for  their 
services  for  two  years,  viz:  1829  and  1830,  and  re- 
quests that  an  appropriation  may  be  made  for  the 
same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vanderpoel,  the  house  adjourn- 
ed. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  24.  The  resolution  offered  yester- 
day by  Mr.  Huntsman  relating  to  the  translator  of 
the  French  and  Spanish  languages  coming  up  as  the 
unfinished  business,  wras  considered  and  rejected. 

Several  reports,  chiefly  on  the  claims  of  indivi- 
duals, were  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported  against  the  petition  of  the  board  of 
trade  of  the  city  of  New  York  for  the  establishment 
of  a national  bank;  and  the  report  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  war  ad  interim  transmit- 
ting a statement  of  all  contracts  which  were  made  by 
the  department  of  war  during  the  year  1836,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  5th  sections  of  the  acts  of  1808  and 
1809,  relative  to  the  establishment  and  regulation  of 
the  war  and  navy  departments. 

The  speaker  presented  a communication  from  the 
honorable  John  Y.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  announcing 
his  resignation  as  a member  of  the  24th  congress; 
which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  E.  Whittlesey,  was  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  several  bills  which  last  passed  the  senate 
were  twice  read,  and  referred  to  appropriate  commit- 
tees. 

Mr.  Beale,  from  the  committee  on  invalid  pen- 
sions, reported  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  house 
be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  two  bills  re- 
cently reported  by  the  committee  on  invalid  pen- 
sions: the  one  to  revive  the  act  of  1828,  continuing 
to  those  who  were  wounded  in  the  war  of  therevo” 
lution  the  right  of  pension;  the  other  to  secure  cer- 
tain arrearages  of  pension  to  those  who  relinquished 
the  same;  and  that  said  bills  he  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Bell  renewed  the  motion,  made  by  him  from 
day  to  day,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to  secure  the 
freedom  of  elections. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vanderpoel,  the  house  proceed- 
ed to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

A number  of  bills  on  the  speaker’s  table  were,  bv 
general  consent,  read  by  their  titles,  and  committed. 

The  unfinished  business  was  the  bill  from  the  se- 
nate entitled  “an  act  to  admit  the  state  of  Michigan 
into  the  union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
states.” 

The  pending  question  being  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  a third  reading — 

The  house  w'as  addressed  at  length  by  Messrs. 
Vanderpoel  and  Toucey  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  by 
Mr.  Storer  in  opposition  to  it;  when 

Mr.  A.  Mann  said  that,  believing  that  Michigan 
was  entitled  to  come  into  the  union  under  the  con- 
ditions contained  in  the  bill  of  the  last  session,  and 
believing  that,  at  this  advanced  stage  of  the  present 
session,  there  was  no  general  disposition  to  protract 
the  debate,  he  moved  the  previous  question.  Air. 
Jenifer  moved  a call  of  the  house.  Mr.  Briggs  mov- 
ed that  the  house  adjourn.  Air.  Briggs  desired  to 
inquire  from  the  chair  whether,  if  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ prevailed,  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  would  not  come  up  first  in  order  when 
the  bill  was  again  taken  up?  The  speaker  said  it 
would.  And  the  question  being  taken,  the  motion 
to  adjourn  prevailed — ayes  83,  noes  37. 

So  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  25.  After  the  transaction  of 
some  business  of  no  immediate  interest,  the  house 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the  se- 
nate for  the  admission  of  the  state  of  Alichigan 
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into  the  union;  and  the  discussion  of  this  bill  oc- 
cupied the  house  until  a late  hour.  In  the  end, 
the  previous  question  was  resorted  to,  and  the  ques- 
tion taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a third  read- 
ing, and  decided  in  the  affirmative.  The  bill  was 
immediately  read  a third  time,  and  passed.  [So  that 
it  requires  now  only  the  signature  of  the  president 
to  become  a law.] 

Thursday’s  proceedings. 

In  the  senate.  After  the  usual  morning  business, 
several  resolutions  were  offered  which  will  be  no- 
ticed hereafter.  The  senate  resumed  the  conside- 
ration of  the  land  bill,  to  which  several  amendments 
were  made  and  others  proposed,  an  account  of  all 
which  will  be  given  in  our  next.  The  previous 
orders  were  postponed,  33  ayes,  to  12  nay3,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  designating  and  li- 
miting the  funds  receivable  for  dues  by  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Rives  thereupon  offered  an  amendment  to  ex- 
tend the  prohibition  respecting  the  notes  of  banks 
issuing  notes  of  small  denominations,  so  as  to  em- 
brace, after  the  30th  of  December,  1341,  notes  of 
$20.  [The  bill  only  extended  to  those  of  five  and 
of  ten  dollars.] 

He  supported  the  amendment  in  a short  speech, 
urging  the  moral  effect  of  the  measure,  and  its  ne- 
cessity as  the  only  means  of  effecting  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  specie  basis  of  our' circulation. 

Mr.  Ewing  referred  to  a provision  in  the  bill  which 
requires  the  deposite  banks  to  receive  and  pass  to 
the  credit  of  government  all  such  bank  notes  as  they 
receive  in  general  deposite.  This  took  away  their 
power  to  oppress,  and  reconciled  him  to  the  bill, 
which  should  now  have  his  vote.  The  effect  of  Mr. 
Rives ’*  amendment  would  be  to  confine  the  circula- 
tion of  the  large  notes  in  the  west  to  the  banks  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  deposite  banks,  while 
all  the  small  notes  circulating  there  would  be  those 
of  banks  at  a distance,  to  whom  it  was  of  less  con- 
sequence that  their  notes  should  be  received  at  the 
land  offices  than  that  their  small  notes  should  have 
a wide  circulation. 

After  some  remarks  of  Mr.  Niles,  and  a brief 
speech  from  Mr.  Walker,  the  question  was  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays  on  ordering  the  bill  to  its  third 
reading,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Cuthbert,  Dana,  Ewing,  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grun- 
dy, Hubbard,  King,  of  Georgia,  Linn,  L7011,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Page,  Preston,  Rives,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Strange,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Walker,  White, 
W right — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Kent, 
King,  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Pren- 
tiss, Robbins,  Ruggles,  Southard,  Swift,  Tomlinson 

—IS. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  its  engrossment.  The 
senate  then  adjourned. 

In  the  house  of  representatives.  After  reports  had 
been  received,  Mr.  Bell  resumed  his  remarks  on  his 
motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to  secure  the  free- 
dom of  elections. 

The  house  next  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  regulate  the  mileage  and  pay  of  members, 
but  came  io  no  conclusion  thereon. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  with  accompanying  documents,  in 
relation  to  the  condition  of  the  relations  between 
the  United  States  and  Mexico,  and  with  certain  in- 
formation in  relation  to  the  condition  of  Texas. 

Mr,  Howard  moved  that  the  message  and  accom- 
panying documents  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
foreign  affairs,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  Boyd  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by  adding 
instructions  to  the  said  committee  to  report  a reso- 
lution acknowledging  the  independence  of  Texas. 

Pending  this  question  the  house  adjourned. 

{JCJ-The  proceedings  of  this  day,  both  in  the  se- 
nate and  house,  will  be  given  more  in  detail  in  our 
next. 


DOMESTIC  CHRONICLE. 

A beautiful  jlwom  borealis  was  witnessed  in  Bal- 
timore and  its  vicinity  on  Wednesday  evening  last, 
at  about  seven  o’clock.  It  extended  north  east  to 
north,  and  remained  until  about  8 o’clock  when  it 
slowly  disappeared.  The  rays  were  of  a brilliant 
Tose-color,  with  occasional  striae  of  white  and  blue 
— the  whole  producing  abeautiful  effect,  which  was 
mot  a little  increased  by  the  snow  with  which  the 
bouses  and  ground  are  covered.  So  much  did  the 
Aurora  resemble  the  reflection  of  a large  fire  that  the 
engines  turned  out,  under  the  impression  that  there 
was  a conflagration  in  the  northern  part  of  the  city. 

North  Carolina.  This  state  has  resolved  to  de- 
vote her  portion  of  the  surplus  revenue  to  works  of 
public  improvement  within  her  borders,  and  to  the 


promotion  of  education.  She  has  also  granted  bank- 
ing privileges  to  the  Charleston  and  Cincinnati  rail 
road  company.  The  legislature  adjourned  on  Mon- 
day last. 

Indiana.  William  Herod  (W.)  has  been  elected 
to  congress  from  this  state  to  supply  the  vacancy 
in  the  delegation  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Mr. 
Kinnard — for  Mr.  Herod  (W.)  3,703;  for  Mr. 
Wick  (Y.  B.)  3,493.  Herod’s  majority  210. 

An  ingenious  expedient.  In  his  hook  called  Asto- 
ria, Irving  gives  an  account  of  an  agent  of  that 
colony,  who  fearing  the  aggression  of  the  Indians, 
completely  held  them  at  bay,  by  pretending  that  he 
had  the  small  pox  bottled  up  in  a small  vial,  which, 
the  moment  they  should  strike,  he  would  uncork, 
and  destroy  them.  The  Indians  had  a dreadful 
fear  of  the  disease,  it  having  been  among  them,  and 
by  which  many  had  been  swept  off,  and  they  there- 
fore remained  quiet. 

The  commerce  of  Lake  Erie.  The  Buffalo  Com- 
mercial Daily  Advertiser  contains  the  names  of  the 
ships,  brigs,  schooners,  sloops  and  steamboats,  na- 
vigating Lake  Erie,  which  is  as  fullows: 

Ships  2,  brigs  8,  schooners  148,  sloops  5S,  steam- 
boats 47— total  263. 

The  following  is  the  amount  of  tonnage,  &c.: 

Port  of  Buffalo  8,541.09  tons,  Detroit  6,703.73, 
Cleveland  4,518.33,  Sandusky  1,792.75,  Presque  Isle 
1,562.29,  Miami  927.57 — total  24,045.26  tons. 

The  last  of  the  Nobscussets.  Died,  at  the  alms- 
house in  Yarmouth,  Mass.  Mr.  Thomas  Greenough, 
aged  90 — the  last  of  the  tribe  of  Indians  which  in 
that  town  have  been  struggling  to  keep  alive  the 
ashes  of  their  nationality,  since  the  first  withering 
influence  of  the  white  man  wa3  felt  upon  these 
shores. 

Great  fire  at  St.  Johns.  The  Bangor  Whig  gives 
the  following  account  of  a most  disastrous  fire 
which  lately  occurred  at  St.  Johns,  New  Bruns- 
wick: 

“We  learn  from  Mr.  Packard,  just  from  St.Johns, 
that  on  Saturday  evening  last,  at  9 o’clock,  a very 
destructive  fire  broke  out  in  that  city,  which  before 
it  could  be  arrested,  consumed  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  buildings,  situated  on  South  Market  wharf, 
on  Water  and  Prince  William  streets.  Every  build- 
ing on  the  wharf,  and  nearly  all  in  Water  and  Prince 
William  streets  are  included  in  the  loss.  An  im- 
mense quantity  of  goods  were  also  destroyed,  among 
which  were  about  1,500  bbls.  flour. 

State  of  Missouri.  Two  important  measures  have 
been  taken  by  the  legislature  of  this  state,  in  its 
present  session.  A hank  on  a capital  of  $ 5,000,000 
has  been  chartered,  one-half  the  capital  to  be  taken 
by  the  state.  A rail  road  has  been  chartered,  lead- 
ing from  St.  Louis  to  the  iron  mountains,  70  miles 
distant.  By  the  charter,  a college  is  to  be  support- 
ed by  the  company  at  Bellevue  ten  miles  from  the 
Maxwell  grant. 

The  rail  road  bridge  over  the  Potomac  at  Har- 
per’s Ferry,  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  and  Winchester  roads,  is  so  far  com- 
pleted that  locomotives  and  their  trains  have  passed 
over  it. 

The  pilots  again.  The  New  York  pilots  are  get- 
ting worse  instead  of  better.  We  are  hearing  com- 
plaints almost  every  hour  in  the  day,  from  almost 
every  ship  owner  in  the  city.  The  last  comes 
from  the  owners  of  the  brig  New  Grenada,  from 
Carthagena.  The  brig  anchored  in  the  lower  har- 
bor as  long  ago  as  Friday  last.  Signals  for  a pilot 
were  hung  out  until  the  following  Monday.  No 
pilots  appeared,  and  the  New  Grenada  came  inside 
the  bar,  without  a pilot,  on  Monday.  The  brig 
was  very  near  being  driven  ashore  in  the  late  storm; 
she  lost  one  of  her  cables  and  an  anchor,  and  was 
only  enabled  to  maintain  her  position  by  means  of 
new  and  strong  cables  and  anchors.  Many  vessels 
were  in  the  same  situation  at  the  same  time.  Lon- 
ger endurance  under  such  circumstances  ceases  to 
he  a virtue,  and  in  the  name  of  two  hundred  dead 
sacrifices  upon  our  coast,  as  well  as  for  the  multi- 
tude of  the  living  whose  lives  are  hourly  endanger- 
ed, we  demand  immediate  reformation.  The  public 
demand  it,  and  will  have  it.  [IV.  Y.  Express. 

National  hospitalities.  The  following  note,  as 
honorable  to  its  authors  as  to  those  to  whom  it  was 
addressed,  was  published,  under  the  signature  of  the 
commander  of  the  French  brig  of  war  Gazelle,  in 
the  New  Orleans  papers  of  December  31: 

“In  leaving  with  regret,  the  banks  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, the  captain  and  officers  of  the  brig  Gazelle 
consider  it  as  a duty  to  address  a word,  at  parting, 
to  the  amiable  inhabitants  of  New  Orleans.  They 
will  treasure  up  in  their  be3t  recollection  the  cor- 
dial reception  they  have  experienced;  and,  filled 
with  the  most  lively  gratitude,  they  will  attempt  to 


aequit.themselves  ol  some  part  of  their  debt  of  ob- 
ligation, bv  announcing,  when  they  reach  their 
country,  the  noble  sentiments  and  open-hearted  hos- 
| pitality  which  they  experienced  in  the  capital  of 
j Louisiana.” 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  rind.  Notwithstanding 
the  heavy  fall  of  snow  in  and  ne>r  Baltimore  oa  Sa- 
turday last,  travelling  on  the  rail  ri/jff  between  this 
city  and  Washington  has  not  been  seriously  intei- 
nipted,  the  snow  and  ice  upon  the  rails  baling  been 
speedily  removed  by  the  operations  of  the  engines. 
The  road  to  Frederick  is  now  also  clear  of  obstruc- 
tions, and  cars  arrived  from  that  place  on  Tuesday 
night.  The  superiority  of  the  edge  rail,  on  the 
branch  of  the  road  leading  to  Washington,  over  the 
plate  rail,  on  the  main  stem,  has  been  demonstrated 
by  the  late  difficulty — the  snow  and  ice  being  more 
readily  removed  from  the  former. 

A snow  storm,  accompanied  with  a severe  gale, 
passed  over  Hillsborough  in  Jasper  county,  Geo. 
on  the  20th  December.  Trees  were  torn  up  by  the 
roots,  houses  thrown  down,-and  the  fragments  scat- 
tered around  for  a great  distance.  No  lives  were 
lost,  but  many  persons  were  wounded. 

A fire  broke  out  in  Detroit  (Michigan)  on  the 
morning  of  the  4th  inst.  which  destroyed  property 
to  the  amount  of  10  to  20,000  dollars,  before  it  could 
be  got  under,  it  commenced  in  the  bake  house  of 
H.  A.  Nagle,  confectioner,  and  extended  thence  to 
half  a dozen  other  buildings  of  more  or  less  value. 

New  military  engine.  The  Buffalo  Journal  gives 
an  account  of  a gun  upon  a new  principle,  invented 
by  a Mr.  McCarthy  of  that  city.  It  says: 

“We  saw  the  operation  with  a ball  weighing  near- 
ly a pound,  and  judged  it  would  throw,  with  perfect 
ease,  from  three  to  five  hundred  balls  per  minute, 
without  the  aid  of  powder  or  steam.  It  can  be  di- 
rected to  any  object  at  pleasure,  and  can  be  gradu- 
ated from  an  ounce  to  a twelve  or  thirty  pound  ball. 
The  whole  is  perfectly  portable,  with  a portable  bat- 
tery, which  will  protect  those  operating  it  from  mus- 
ketry or  grape  shot.” 

Strange  and  distressing  death.  A young  woman 
named  Arnold,  in  attempting  to  pass  over  Seine’s 
creek,  near  Connersville,  Indiana,  on  the  ice  fell 
through,  and  sunk  to  her  arm  pits,  her  arms  resting 
on  the  ice  around  her.  In  this  situation  she  was 
found  frozen  to  death. 

A vessel  in  the  ice.  The  Ashtabula  Sentinel  says 
that  a vessel  was  discovered,  a few  days  ago,  in 
the  ice  (in  Lake  Erie!  about  three  miles  from  the 
shore,  opposite  that  harbor.  Several  men  went 
out  to  her  and  found  her  to  he  the  schooner  Fair 
Trader,  which  sailed  from  Cleveland  for  Detroit 
on  the  13 th  December,  and  became  entangled  in  the 
ice  near  the  islands.  She  had  been  drifting  about 
ever  since,  without  being  able  to  gain  the  shore; 
although  she  had  frequently  been  i:i  sight  of  the 
Canadian  and  American  shores.  She  had  a full 
cargo  of  corn,  oats,  spirits  and  butter.  A crew  of 
three  men  were  on  hoard,  who  had  subsisted  on 
com,  ground  in  a coffee  mill,  after  their  other  pro- 
visions were  consumed. 

Saving  of  fourteen  lives.  As  the  Kent  steamer 
was  on  her  passage  on  Thursday  morning,  from 
Boulogne  to  London,  captain  Time  discovered  at 
some  distance  a boat,  which  appeared  to  him  to  be 
in  a perilous  condition.  He  immediately  hove  to, 
and  in  a short  time  released  five  poor  fellows  in  a 
state  of  great  exhaustion,  who  informed  him  that 
they  had  left  in  company  with  another  hoat,  in 
which  were  the  captain,  mate  and  seven  other  per- 
sons, belonging  to  the  barque  Isabella,  capt.  Kurtz, 
bound  from  Philadelphia  to  Rotterdam,  and  laden 
with  tobacco,  and  which  they  had  abandoned  in  a 
sinking  state  off  the  Goodwin  Sands,  about  four 
hours  previously.  The  captain  lost  no  time  in 
endeavoring  to  discover  them,  and  happily  suc- 
ceeded, and  was  the  means  of  saving  fourteen  poor 
fellows  from  a watery  grave,  which  would,  in  all 
probability,  have  been  their  fate. 

[ London  Morning  Chronicle  of  Dec.  19. 

Usury.  The  committee  of  the  senate  of  New 
York,  to  whom  that  part  of  the  governor’s  message 
relating  to  the  usury  laws  was  referred,  have  adopt- 
ed Jeremy  Bentham’s  celebrated  work  on  usury  as 
their  report. 

The  Philadelphia  chamber  of  commerce  has  re- 
commended a repeal  of  the  laws  on  usury,  except 
so  far  as  they  may  affect  banking  institutions  and 
real  securities. 

The  Boston  chamber  of  commerce  has  also  adopt- 
ed a memorial  to  the  state  legislature  ou  the  subject 
of  the  present  operation  of  the  usury  laws;  and  a 
committee  has  been  appointed  by  the  same  body 
to  prepare  a memorial  to  congress  in  support  of  the 
memorial  of  the  New  York  chamber  of  commerce 
now  before  that  body,  in  relation  to  a national  bank. 
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Gen.  Scott’s  defence.  More  than  one-half  of 
the  capacious  pages  of  the  present  sheet  are  filled 
with  the  first  part  of  general  Scott’s  defence  before 
tlie  military  court  in  session  at  Frederick,  which 
embraces  the  causes  of  his  failure  in  the  Florida 
campaign.  It  is  looked  for,  we  know,  with  much 
anxiety  by  all  classes  of  our  readers,  and  its  im- 
portance will  excuse  the  space  it  occupies.  The 
second  part,  embracing  an  inquiry  into  the  causes 
of  the  delay  in  opening  and  prosecuting  the  Creek 
campaign,  shall  have  a place  in  the  next  “Re- 
gister.” 

The  defence  of  general  Gaines,  when  received, 
shall  also  be  promptly  inserted;  and  thus  will  be 
presented  the  best  history  of  the  late  disastrous 
events  that  can  be  laid  before  our  readers. 

Gen.  Scott  arrived  in  Baltimore  on  Tuesday  last 
from  Frederick. 

Santa  Ana  arrived  at  Norfolk  on  Sunday  last, 
after  a very  tedious  passage  from  Baltimore,  and 
on  the  following  day  sailed  in  the  bark  Pioneer, 
lieut.  comdt.  Tatnall  (one  of  the  exploring  squad- 
ron), for  Vera  Cruz.  He  is  accompanied  by  col. 
Almonte. 

Po  whatt  an  E llis,  esq.  late  minister  to  Mexico, 
arrived  at  Norfolk  on  Saturday  the  2Sth  ult.  from 
Charleston — and  it  is  said  he  had  an  interview  with 
Santa  Ana  previous  to  his  sailing  for  Vera  Cruz. 

The  Pensacola  Gazette  ot  the  21st  ultimo  states 
that  judge  Ellis  did  finally  receive  his  passports 
front  the  Mexican  government;  but  not  until  he  had 
armed  himself  and  friends  to  secure  his  safe  egress. 

The  tariff.  It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to 
our  congressional  abstract,  that  on  Friday  the  27th 
ult.  Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  of  finance  in 
the  senate,  followed  up  the  movement  of  Mr.  Cam- 
hreleng  in  the  house,  and  aimed  another  blow  at  the 
protecting  system.  His  “bill  of  particulars”  is  less 
odious  than  the  wholesale  proposition  reported  by 
the  chairman  oi  the  committee  of  ways  and  means; 
but  if  it  shall  become  a law  it  will  prove  the  en- 
tering wedge  to  the  complete  overthrow  of  the  pro- 
tecting system;  and  thus  accomplish,  by  degrees, 
that  which  Mr.  Cambreleng  would  effect  in  a more 
summary  manner.  Admonished  by  the  absurdities 
of  Mr.  Cambreleng's  report,  oi  unwilling  to  hazard 
his  reputation  by  estimates  based  upon  the  peculiar 
condition  of  the  treasury,  Mr.  Wright  did  not  ac- 
company his  bill  with  a written  report.  In  this 
Mr.  VV.  acted  with  his  usual  discretion;  for  that 
man  who  can  estimate  the  revenue  which  will  ac- 
crue in  the  present  fiscal  year,  with  any  thing  like 
an  approximation  to  truth,  must  be  possessed  of  the 
spirit  of  divination.  As  an  evidence  of  this,  only 
look  at  the  last  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury and  the  recent  calculations  of  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  in  the  house  of 
representatives.  The  first,  with  all  the  data  fur- 
nished by  bis  official  station  before  him,  apprehends 
the  necessity  of  calling  upon  the  states  for  a por- 
tion of  the  revenue  deposited  with  them,  in  order 
to  defray  the  current  expenses  of  the  government 
— tile  last,  by  his  skill  in  figures!  has  discovered  that, 
in  a few  years,  there  will  be  a large  balance  in  the 
treasury  for  deposite  and  distribution!!  Thus,  op- 
posite conclusions  are  arrived  at;  and  with  such  re- 
sults before  the  people  it  is  gravely  attempted  to 
unhinge  all  the  relations  of  the  country  and  again 
involve  it  in  the  heart-burnings  of  sectional  strife! 

If  these  propositions  for  a modification  of  the  com- 
promise act  came  from  the  anti-tariff  states,  and 
were  the  result  of  the  “grinding  oppressions”  of  that 
act  upon  its  citizens,  they  should  be  considered  with 
rooPa~t— notwithstanding  the  breach  of  faith  which 
would  characterise  tne  re-agitation  of  the  suD)ect.— 
And  could  it  be  shown  that  that  act  operates  with 
peculiar  severity  upon  the  south,  we  are  certain 
that  there  is  not  a friend  of  the  protecting  system 
who  would  resist  a judicious  modification,  when 
the  evil  was  fairly  and  distinctly  pointed  out. — 
But  coming  as  they  do  from  the  tariff  states,  (for 
notwithstanding  Mr.  Cambreleng  was  claimed  as 
“our  mon"  by  the  Brumagem  pattern  and  sample 
men,  he  represents,  or  rather  should  represent  the 
tariff  interest),  there  is  a degree  of  iniquity  in  the 
proceeding  that  excites  a mingled  feeling  of  indig- 
nation and  contempt;  as  it  is  impossible  to  resist  the 
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I conviction  that  there  is  some  political  object  con- 
cealed by  this  affected  desire  to  relieve  the  people  of 
burdens,  which  exist  only  in  the  imagination  of  po- 
liticians! See  Mr.  Clay’s  remarks  in  the  senate  on 
Mr.  Wright’s  bill. 

The  following  resolution  has  been  passed  by  the 
house  of  representatives  of  Pennsylvania,  by  a vote 
of  56  to  22. 

Resolved,  That  our  senators  in  congress  be  in- 
structed, and  our  representatives  requested  to  op- 
pose the  passage  of  any  bill  which  may  have  for  its 
object  any  change  whatever  in  the  present  tariff  as 
established  by  the  act  of  congress  passed  2d  March, 
1833. 

The  “Register.”  W<*.  hope  we  may  be  ex- 
cused for  giving  place  to  the  following  highly  flat- 
tering notices  of  this  work,  from  two  of  the  most 
respectable  journals  in  the  country.  They  are,  in- 
deed, encouraging  and  demand  our  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments. It  will  gratify  our  friends  to  be  in- 
formed that  the  public  favor  is  continued  with 
unwavering  constancy,  and  that  we  daily  add  names 
to  our  already  extensive  list  of  subscribers. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer.  We  have  plea- 
sure in  expressing  our  entire  concurrence  in  the 
tribute  of  praise  contained  in  the  following  notice, 
which  we  copy  from  the  New  York  American: 

Niles’  Weekly  Register.  It  may  seem  some- 
what like  supererogation  to  say  aught  at  this  time 
of  day  in  praise  of  a periodical  so  well  known  as 
the  Weekly  Register;  but  having  at  the  moment 
experienced  its  value,  we  may  as  well  acknowledge 
it.  The  last  number  happening  to  be  before  us, 
when  we  were  desirous  of  looking  back  at  two  or 
three  public  documents,  to  find  which  in  the  file  of 
a daily  paper  would  have  required  both  time  and 
research — we  turned  to  it,  and  there  lighted  on  them 
ready  to  our  hand:  they  were  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, and  Mr.  Webster’s  protest  in  the  senate. 

The  same  number  also  contains  the  letter  of  Santa 
Ana  to  the  president,  Mr.  Gallatin’s  letter  to  Mr. 
Maison  on  the  repeal  of  the  restraining  law,  the 
preamble,  &c.  of  the  expunging  resolution,  a greater 
part  of  the  debate  in  the  senate  on  the  admission  of 
Michigan,  besides  current  news,  incidents,  &c. — 
The  Register  is  now  conducted  by  a son  of  (he 
original  editor  and  proprietor,  with  undimini3hed 
care  and  intelligence;  its  form  is  changed  from  8vo. 
to  4to.  and  of  course  its  capacity  for  matter  is  en- 
larged in  proportion. 

R.  M.  Whitney  and  the  investigating  com- 
mittee. We  have  strange  rumors  about  the  doings 
before  the  committee  appointed  to  investigate  Mr. 
Whitney’s  connection  with  the  deposite  banks,  &c. 
The  letter  of  the  correspondent  of  the  Baltimore  Pa- 
triot and  the  statement  of  Mr.  Whitney,  published 
in  a subsequent  page,  indicate  that  the  rumors  are 
not  without  foundation,  (see  page  354). 

The  Intelligencer  of  Wednesday  says — - 

The  investigating  committees,  under  the  two  re- 
solutions of  the  house  of  representatives,  (Mr.  Gar- 
land’s and  Mr.  Wise’s),  are  pursuing  their  inquiries 
and  examinations  of  witnesses.  A number  of  wit- 
nesses have  been  examined,  and  others  have  been 
summoned  and  are  daily  arriving  here.  Amongst 
those,  we  hear,  who  have  arrived  in  this  city,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  summons  of  the  committee,  is  William 
J.  Duane,  esq.  late  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

From  Chili  and  Peru.  Letters  from  Buenos 
Ayres  to  November  4,  received  in  Boston,  via  Ha- 
vana, state  that  information  reached  there  from  Chili 
that  hostilities  had  actually  commenced  between 
Peru  and  Chili,  and  had  been  officially  communi- 
cated by  the  British  ministers  to  the  merchants  at 
Buenos  Ayres. 

A letter  from  Pa'ffa  stated  that  the  Chilian  brig 
of  war  Achilles  had  been  in  the  harbor  of  Callao, 
and  captured  three  or  four  Peruvian  vessels. 

Texas*.  We  have  no  news  of  interest  from 
Texas — the  condition  of  the  country  was  improv- 
ing, but  the  Indians  still  commit  depredations. — 
Gen.  Stephen  F.  Austin,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
the  country,  and  most  active  in  its  struggle  for  in- 
dependence, died  at  Colombia  on  the  27th  of  De- 
cember, and  was  buried  with  the  highest  honors. 


The  acting  secretary  of  war,  S.  Fishf.r,  has 
published  an  official  order,  declaring  all  persons 
impostors  who  appear  in  this  country  with  the  uni- 
form and  military  badge  of  the  Texian  army  and 
navy.  The  order,  he  says,  has  been  rendered  ne- 
cessary by  the  fact  that  many  persons  in  this  coun- 
try, without  authority,  have  been  parading  them- 
selves in  the  garb  of  officers  of  the  Texian  army 
and  navy. 

Mr.  Clay,  in  a letter  to  the  general  assembly 
of  Kentucky,  has  accepted  the  office  of  U.  States 
senator  for  another  term,  from  the  4th  of  March 
next.  His  letter  shall  have  a place  in  our  next. 

Louis  McLane,  esq.  has  accepted  the  appoint- 
ment of  president  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail 
road  company,  and  will  speedily  enter  upon  the  du- 
ties of  his  office. 

Florida.  The  latest  news  from  general  Jesup 
is  contained  in  the  following  slip  from  the  office  of 
the  St.  Augustine  Herald,  dated 

St.  Augustine,  Jan.  20, 1S37. 

A letter  from  an  officer  of  the  army,  dated  Camp 
Dade,  10th  Jan.  1837,  states:  “To-day  general  Je- 
sup arrived  from  Tampa  Bay.  A scouting  party 
captured  15  negroes  near  Wahoo  Swamp,  who  state 
that  Powell  was  then  in  the  swamp,  with  a few  of 
the  Micasuky  Indians,  the  rest  having  left  him. — 
That,  in  the  several  actions  of  gov.  Call,  a great 
number  of  Indians  were  killed.  That  in  the  affair 
when  the  whites  destroyed  a boat  in  the  Wythla- 
coochee,  17th  Jan.  10  hostiles  ivere  killed,  and  20 
wounded.  That  Jumper,  Micanopy,  and  Abram 
were  at  A-ha-pop-ka,  and  were  willing  to  make 
terms,  if  they  will  be  treated  well.  That  the  In- 
dians have  but  a small  quantity  of  ammunition  left.” 
The  letter  goes  on  to  state:  “to-morrow  we  shall 
march  against  Powell  or  against  Philip,  at  Top-ka- 
li-ka,  or  both,  and  that  circumstances  indicate  an 
early  termination  of  the  war. 

“An  express  arrived  last  night  to  col.  Crane, 
from  which  we  learn  that  gen.  Jesup  had  ordered 
home  the  Georgia  and  Alabama  militia.  There 
was  a regular  force  sufficient  in  the  field. 

“It  is  reported  that  the  mail  rider  between  this 
and  Tallahassee  has  been  killed  by  the  Indians. 

“Col.  Crane  has  been  ordered  to  Gary’s  Ferry, 
where  he  will  have  his  head  quarters.” 

The  expunging  pen.  A little  anecdote  is  re- 
lated at  Washington,  which  is  worth  recording. — 
The  night  the  expunging  resolution  was  carried  in- 
to effect  in  the  senate,  Mr.  Benton,  the  persever- 
ing mover  of  that  measure,  sent  to  the.  president 
the  pen  used  by  the  clerk  of  the  senate,  in  drawing 
around  and  across  the  black  lines,  and  writing  the 
words  “Expunged  by  order  of  the  senate.”  If  was 
a new  pen  that  had  never  been  used  for  any  other 
purpose.  The  president  received  it  with  much 
pleasure,  and  informed  Mr.  B.  that  he  should  pre- 
serve it  while  he  lived,  and  at  his  death  bequeath  it  to 
Mr.  Benton  as  a mark  of  his  regard.  [Bost.  Adv. 

The  public  lands.  The  following  is  the 
amount  of  moneys  received  for  sales  of  public  lands 
(as  appears  by  a document  sent  to  congress)  at  the 
land  offices  in  the  states  and  territories,  so  far  as 
the  returns  have  been  received:  [Nat.  Intel. 


Ohio 

$1,653,455 

27 

Indiana 

4,007,966 

80 

Illinois 

3,863,867 

87 

Missouri 

1,971,985 

29 

Alabama 

2,093,526 

03 

Mississippi 

2,323,167 

48 

Louisiana 

1,063,632 

67 

Michigan 

5,053,611 

52 

Arkansas 

1,134,358 

43 

Florida 

62,154 

79 

Wisconsin 

755,466 

03 

Total 

$23,983,192 

18 

Floor  of  the  senate.  By  the  47th  rule  of 
the  United  States’  senate,  certain  privileged  per- 
sons are  only  admitted  on  the  floor  of  that  body 
whilst  in  session.  By  a late  resolution,  proposed 
by  the  hon.  Mr.  Rives  and  adopted,  the  privilege  re- 
ferred to  has  been  extended  to  the  following  army 
and  navy  officers,  who  have  received  medals  for 
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their  gallant  conduct  and  services  during  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain.  Here  follows  a list  of  the 
officers  thus  highly  complimented,  with  the  grade 
they  held  when  the  medals  were  granted  by  con- 
gress: [U.  S.  Telegraph. 

Army — Gen.  Andrew  Jackson,  gen.  Edmund  P. 
Gaines,  gen.  William  Henry  Harrison,  gen.  Alex- 
ander Macomb,  gen.  Winfield  Scott,  gen.  Miller, 

fen.  Ripley,  col.  George  Croghan,  col.  Richard  M. 
ohnson,  ensign  E.  Shipp. 

Navy — Captains — Isaac  Hull,  David  Porter,  Ja- 
cob Jones,  Sames  Biddle,  Charles  Stewart,  Daniel 
T.  Patterson,  Lewis  Warrington,  Chas.  G.  Ridgely. 

Lieutenants — Charles  Morris,  Alex.  S.  Wads- 
worth, George  C.  Read,  Jesse  D.  Elliott,  Charles 
W.  Morgan,  John  B.  Nicholson,  Daniel  Turner, 
Edward  R.  McCall,  David  Conner,  Jno.  T.  Newton, 
Isaac  Mayo,  Stephin  Cassin,  Joseph  Smith,  Philip 
F.  Vorhees,  Henry  E.  Ballard, 'William  B.  Shubrick, 
William  M.  Hunter,  E.  A.  F.  Yallette,  John  Galla- 
gher, Thomas  H.  Stevens,  Alexander  Claxton. 

Pursers — Samuel  Hambleton,  William  P.  Zant- 
zinger,  Thomas  I.  Chew. 

Surgeons — Thomas  Harris,  Bailey  Washington, 
Robert  R.  Barton,  Charles  B.  Hamilton,  John  A. 
Kearney. 

Chaplain — Thomas  Breeze. 

Marine  Corps — Capt.  Archibald  Henderson. — 
Lieutenants:  William  H.  Freeman  and  John  Contee. 


R.  M.  WHITNEY  AND  THE  INVESTIGAT- 
ING COMMITTEE. 

In  order  that  our  readers  may  fully  understand 
Mr.  Whitney’s  letter,  inserted  below,  it  is  necessary 
to  publish  the  following  letter  from  the  Washington 
correspondent  of  the  Baltimore  Patriot. 

Correspondence  of  the  Baltimore  Patriot. 

Washington,  Jan.  26,  1837. 

In  my  letter  of  last  night  I informed  you  that 
Reuben  M.  Whitney  appeared  before  the  committee 
of  investigation  yesterday,  and  produced  a protest 
against  the  whole  proceedings  of  the  house  in  insti- 
tuting this  inquiry,  and  of  the  committee  in  their 
action  under  Mr.  Garland’s  resolution.  This  pre- 
cious document  is  of  a most  formidable  length,  and 
assumes  the  highest  ground  as  to  the  rights  of  this 
treasury  familiar  and  the  banks  which  employ  him, 
while  it  denounces  in  unmeasured  terms  the  inqui- 
sitorial conduct  of  the  house  of  representatives  and 
of  the  committee.  The  contemptuous  language  in 
which  Whitney  spoke  of  the  intelligence  of  con- 
gress, in  his  circular  letter  recently  published,  has 
not  passed  out  of  the  recollection  of  the  public. — 
This  protest,  I understand,  is  in  a still  loftier  strain 
of  arrogance.  He  is  quite  indignant  at  the  passage 
of  the  resolution  through  the  house — although,  be  it 
remembered,  his  own  political  friends  voted  for  it — 
and  kicks  at  the  course  ofthe  committee,  upon  whom 
also,  as  you  are  aware,  there  is  a majority  of  his 
yoke  fellows  in  subjection  to  the  dominant  power, 
though  not,  let  us  hope,  in  iniquity.  He  regards  the 
officers  of  the  deposite  banks  and  himself  as  private 
individuals  with  whom  congress  had  nothing  to  do; 
and  after  a long  rigmarole  about  his  constitutional 
and  inalienable  privileges,  he  winds  up  with  profe- 
sing  a willingness  to  answer  all  questions  touching 
matters  of  a public  character,  of  which  he  has  know- 
ledge. 

The  committee  thought  proper  to  take  him  on  his 
own  ground,  and  making  themselves  judges  of  what 
questions  did  referto  public  matters,  they  proceeded 
with  the  examination,  which  was  conducted  by  Mr. 
Peyton.  Whitney  however  refused  to  answer  any 
ofthe  questions  which  Mr.  P.  propounded  to  him  in 
succession.  In  making  his  replies,  his  manner  was 
far  from  respectful  to  the  committee  or  the  gentle- 
man who  framed  the  questions.  He  would  look  at 
them  (for,  you  will  bear  in  mind,  the  whole  exami- 
nation is  conducted  in  writing)  then  throw  them 
aside,  with  a remark  that  they  were  inquisitorial,  or 
concerned  him  as  an  individual — and  he  declined  to 
answer.  One  of  Mr.  Peyton’s  questions  was  so 
framed  as  to  require  a direct  statement,  whether 
judge  Taney  did  not  refuse  to countenance  Whitney 
or  recommend  him  for  the  situation  he  now  holds? 
This  the  witness  declined  to  answer,  more  parti- 
cularly, he  said,  as  the  mover  of  the  inquiry  had  de- 
clared the  charge  was  true,  and  he  (Whitney) 
thought  he  ought  to  prove  it. 

This  you  will  remember  was  the  subject  of  the 
card  Whitney  lately  published  in  the  Globe,  in  which 
he  pronounced  the  assertion  of  Mr.  Peyton  a false- 
hood and  calumny.  As  Mr.  Peyton,  whose  fearless- 
ness and  magnanimity  are  known  to  the  whole  coun- 
try, and  therefore  require  no  vindication,  did  not 
condescend  to  notice  this  card,  Whitney  doubtless 
felt  himself  safe  in  exhibiting  before  the  committee 
his  poor-spirited  spite,  to  a man  so  much  elevated 
above  his  miserable  sphere.  But  Mr.  Peyton  did, 
not  allow  this  climax  to  the  insolent  character  of  his 
general  bearing  to  pass  unnoticed.  He  rose,  and 


began  an  appeal  to  Mr.  Garland,  the  chairman,  on 
the  insulting  reply  of  the  witness — but  very  soon 
broke  off — and  stepping  up  to  Whitney,  he  address- 
ed him  thus,  “You  thief  and  robber!  if  you  dare  to 
insult  me  here,  before  the  committee,  I’ll  put  you  to 
death!”  Whitney  was  frightened  out  of  nis  senses 
— but  made  no  reply — “You  said  in  your  card  that 
I shield  myself  behind  my  constitutional  privileges, 
now  sir,  I wish  to  waive  all  privileges .” 

Mr.  Garland,  the  chairman,  here  interposed  to 
preserve  order;  and  Mr.  P.  resumed  his  seat.  Whit- 
ney then  rose,  and  was  proceeding  to  speak,  when 
Mr.  Peyton  interrupted  him,  commanded  him  to  be 
silent,  and  declared  he  should  not  answer  hut  in 
writing.  Mr.  Wise  here  remarked  to  his  friend, 
that  Whitney  was  unworthy  of  his  notice.  He  at- 
tempted to  draw  Mr.  Peyton  off  from  him,  but  Mr. 
Peyton  said,  “No — I pay  no  regard  to  his  cards,  but 
when  he  insults  me  here  in  the  committee,  I will 
notice  him  robber  and  thief  as  he  is.”  Mr.  Pey- 
ton then  turned  to  the  chairman  and  reminded  him 
that  he  had  treated  Whitney  respectfully.  Hitherto 
“I  have  treated  him,  said  he,  as  if  he  were  a gen- 
tleman, and  I will  not  permit  him  to  insult  me.” 

Mr.  Whitney  was  then  ordered  to  withdraw,  and 
Mr.  Hamer  offered  a resolution  that  the  last  an- 
swer of  the  witness  should  be  returned  to  him,  as 
it  was  no  reply  to  the  question,  and  was  disrespect- 
ful to  a member  ofthe  committee.  This  resolution 
was  adopted  unanimously,  so  decided  and  strong 
was  the  conviction  of  every  member  that  the  de- 
meanor and  language  of  this  “great  man”  were 
improper  and  insulting. 

On  Mr.  Whitney’s  return,  this  resolution  was  read 
to  him,  and  his  answer  given  back  to  him.  He  then 
apologized  and  expressed  his  regret  for  any  disre- 
spect he  had  manifested  to  the  committee. 

To-day  he  has  been  much  more  pacific;  and  some 
important  facts  have  been  disclosed  in  his  testimony. 
He  admitted  that  he  was  the  author  of  the  letter 
(recently  published)  and  signed  by  the  six  cashiers 
of  the  deposite  banks  recommending  the  establish- 
ment of  a bank  bureau  in  the  treasury  department, 
andrecommending  himself!  R.  M.  Whitney  ! as  a 
proper  person  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  it ! This 
letter  was  written  while  Kendall  w'as  acting  as  the 
agent  of  the  treasury  department,  and  I believe 
while  he  was  in  Philadelphia  on  a journey  of  dis- 
covery to  see  on  what  terms  the  banks  would  re- 
ceive the  deposites  should  they  be  removed  from 
the  bank  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Peyton  and 
Mr.  Wise  put  question  after  question  to  the  witness, 
to  ascertain  whether  Kendall  had  any  thing  to  do 
with  getting  up  this  letter — but  he  would  not  an- 
swer a word  to  any  query  that  touched  Mr.  Amos 
Kendall.  Mark  that! 

Whitney  admitted  that  he  applied  to  Mr.  Duane 
for  the  appointment  he  now  holds. 

He  admitted  that  he  wrote  the  circular  to  re- 
ceivers recently  published;  and  declares  he  was 
authorised  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  use 
the  threatening  language  he  did  employ. 

There  were  some  other  developements,  of  which 
1 will  inform  you  to-morrow. — The  committee  is  in 
session  night  and  day.  D. 

TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

Finding  that  misrepresentations  have  been  spread 
abroad  respecting  a scene  which  occurred  on  Wed- 
nesday night  last  at  the  capitol,  in  the  room  of  the 
select  committee  of  which  the  honorable  Mr.  Gar- 
land is  chairman,  I deem  it  a duty  alike  due  to 
myself  and  the  public,  to  lay  before  it  a correct 
statement  ofthe  ocJuUence- 

On  that  day,  after  my  p.''otest  bad  been  read  by 
the  committee,  received  and  0Kdere(^  be  placed 
on  the  journal,  Mr.  Peyton  commenced  propound- 
ing interrogatories  to  rfre?  some  of  which  I answer- 
ed, and  some  I declined  answering. 

The  following  was  the  fifteenth  interrogatory 
propounded  by  him;  “Did  you  receive  any  letter 
of  recommendation  from  R.  B.  Taney,  or  did  he  in 
any  manner,  countenance  or  encourage  you  in  ap- 
plying for  the  agencj r contemplated:  or  did  he 
positively  refuse  to  reci  :i  ve  or  countenance  you  in 
that  capacity  while  he  w as  at  the  head  of  the  trea- 
sury department?” 

To  the  interrogator} r f gavo  u»®  an- 
swer: “X  decline  ans  w ering  this  interrogatory, 

more  particularly  as  the  i ndividual  propounding  it 
has  asserted  positively  : in  d publicly  that  the  sub- 
stance ofthe  latter  part  c f it  is  true,  beginning  with, 
‘or  did,  & c.’  therefore,  b ei  ng  the  party  accused,  I 
am  not  a proper  witnesi  :.  I think  in  justice,  that 
the  individual  who  has  m a<  le  the  allegations  should 
be  called  to  produce  his  p ri  >of.” 

This  was  handed  to  the  c hairman,  who  read  it  to 
the  committee;  upon  whii  :h  Mr.  Peyton,  in  a most 
violent  and  passionate  e Ua.  nner,  sprang  from  his 
seat,  and  exclaimed  “the  d tinned  infernal  scoun- 
drel should  not  insult  hint  tl  \ere:  that  constitution 


or  no  constitution,  he  (as  I understood  him  to  say), 
would  have  the  life  of  the  damned  villian,”  at  the 
same  time  advancing  and  thrusting  his  hand  into 
his  bosom,  under  his  waistcoat,  as  I supposed,  for 
the  purpose  of  drawing  forth  some  concealed  wea- 
pon. Expecting  an  assault,  I put  myself  in  a pos- 
ture of  defence.  Before  he  had  got  forward  to  me, 
and  before  he  had  drawn  his  hand  from  his  bosom, 
Mr.  Wise  sprang  before  him,  and  pushed  him  back, 
saying,  “Don’t,  Peyton:  the  damned  scoundrel  is 
not  worth  minding.”  I immediately  took  my  seat, 
when  both  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Peyton  commenced 
the  most  violent  abuse  of  me,  the  latter  calling  me 
“a  damned  plunderer,”  and  “a  damned  dog:”  when 
I rose  and  said,  “Mr.  Chairman,  I claim  the  pro- 
tection of  the  committee  while  I am  before  it.” — 
When  Mr.  Peyton,  addressing  himself  to  me,  said: 
“You  shan’t  speak,  God  damn  you;  hold  your 
tongue;”  and  when  I had  seated  myself,  still  keep- 
ing my  eye  upon  him,  he  said,  “God  damn  you, 
take  your  eyes  off  of  me;  you  shan’t  look  at  me;” 
and  after  this  he  rose,  and  with  Mr.  Wise  advanced 
towards  me,  the  latter  with  his  hand  in  his  pocket, 
and  stood  before  me  for  a minute  or  more,  as  if 
supposing  they  could  intimidate  me  by  their  united 
frowns.  Soon  after  this,  and  when  quiet  had  pre- 
vailed, I was  requested  by  the  chairman  to  retire, 
which  I did.  Some  time  after,  when  I was  request- 
ed to  return  to  the  room,  I was  informed  by  the 
chairman  that  the  committee  had  resolved,  that  the 
answer  which  I had  given  to  the  interrogatory 
should  be  returned,  as  containing  something  disre- 
spectful to  a member  of  the  committee;  and  that 
the  interrogatory  which  he  held  in  his  hand  should 
be  propounded;  when  I said  in  substance,  (I  may 
not  use  the  precise  words),  “That,  if  I had  done 
any  thing  which  a majority  of  the  committee  con- 
sidered improper,  I certainly  regretted  it.”  The 
interrogatory  which  the  chairman  alluded  to  was 
then  propounded,  which  was  as  follows:  “Did  you 
or  not  apply  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  be 
appointed,  either  before  or  after  the  removal  of  the 
deposites,  agent  of  the  department,  or  of  the  depo- 
site banks,  selected  or  to  be  selected?” 

The  foregoing  is  nearly,  if  not  an  exact  account, 
of  what  transpired. 

When  it  is  recollected  that  on  the  5th  instant,  in 
a card , published  in  the  Globe,  I challenged  Mr. 
Peyton  to  adduce  a single  particle  of  proof  to  sus- 
tain the  assertion  I found  it  reported  he  made,  as 
well  as  declare  it  false,  that  “in  consequence  of  the 
character  of  the  agent  alluded  to,  Mr.  Taney,  the 
former  secretary  of  the  treasury,  would  not  recom- 
mend him  as  an  agent  of  the  deposite  banks,”  I 
will  leave  it  to  the  public  to  decide,  who  was  the 
aggressor  on  the  evening  alluded  to,  Mr.  Peyton, 
for  propounding  the  interrogatory  he  did,  or  myself, 
for  giving  the  answer  which  I did  to  it. 

It  is  for  the  house  of  representatives  to  decide, 
whether  it  shall  be  tolerated,  that  an  individual 
called  before  them  as  a witness,  or  before  a com- 
mittee appointed  by  that  honorable  body,  and  act- 
ing undor  its  authority,  shall  be  subject  to  treat- 
ment similar  to  that  t have  experienced,  and  of 
which  I complain,  without  having  it  redressed. 

To  a discerning  and  enlightened  public  I trust 
the  decision,  whether  the  course  which  I pursued 
during  the  unpleasant  affair  which  1 have  detailed, 
was  the  respectful  and  proper  one,  or  whether  a 
more  proper  one  would  have  been  such  as  might 
have  led  to  a scene  of  greater  confusion,  and  to 
still  more  unpleasant,  and,  possibly,  to  calamitous 
consequences.  Respectfully,  the  public’s  humble 
servant,  R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

Monday,  January  30,  1S37. 


INDIANS  OF  THE  NORTH  WEST. 

We  have  been  furnished  for  publication  with  co- 
pies of  the  following  letters,  relative  to  the  recent 
outrage  committed  by  the  Sioux  upon  a portion  of 
the  Fox  Indians.  Gov.  Dodge  is  well  acquainted 
with  the  Indian  character  anil  habits,  and  nis  opi- 
nions and  views  are  entitled  to  the  greatest  conside- 
ration. Were  any  additional  arguments  necessary 
to  show  the  propriety  of  the  removal  of  all  the  In- 
dians to  the  same  section  of  country,  where  the  duty 
of  the  government  to  keep  peace  among  them 
pamIH  be  porformoJ,  tliov  tnav  he  found  in  the  foets 
stated,  and  observations  made,  in  these  communica- 
tions. Nor  are  these  less  weighty  to  show  the  ne- 
cessity of  such  an  increase  of  our  regular  force  as 
will  put  the  government  in  possession  of  the  means 
for  executing  this  duty  effectually.  [Globe. 

SuPEB.INTENDF.NCY  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS, 

For  the  territory  of  Wisconsin,  Belmont,  Bee.  28, 1836. 

Sib:  From  a letter  received  from  general  Street, 
United  States  Indian  agent,  a copy  of  which  has 
been  communicated  to  your  department,  under  date 
of  yesterday,  as  well  as  a letter  from  Mr.  Rolette,  a 
member  of  the  American  Fur  company,  resident 
at  Prairie  du  Chien,  it  appears  (from  the  tenor  of 
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feneral  Street’s  letter,  alluded  to),  that  a party  of 
ostile  Sioux  Indians  had  made  an  attack  on  the 
Fox  Indians,  and  killed  a number  of  them  in  the 
Sac  and  Fox  country,  and  (from  Mr.  Rolette’s  let- 
ter), that  the  latter  Indians  had  made  an  attack  on  a 
camp  of  Winnebagoes,  killing  some  children,  and 
spearing  a woman,  scalping  her,  and  leaving  her 
to  all  appearance  dead;  that  the  war  party  of  the 
Foxes  were  in  pursuit  of  the  Menominee  Indians, 
with  whom  they  are  at  war;  and  some  danger  was 
apprehended  that  the  Fox  Indians  would  cross  the 
Mississippi  on  the  ice,  and  attack  a band  of  Sioux 
Indians  some  distance  above  Prairie  du  Chien.  I 
have  written  to  the  several  agencies  to  whom  these 
Indians  belong,  and  am  desirous  to  receive  instruc- 
tions from  your  department  as  to  the  course  to  be 
pursued  by  me,  as  superintendent  of  Indian  aifairs, 
in  cases  such  as  I have  mentioned. 

From  the  great  extent  of  this  frontier,  and  the 
numerous  Indians  located  on  our  borders,  it  is  im- 
portant for  the  safety  of  the  frontier  people,  who  are 
settled  over  a great  exte  nt  of  country,  that  protection 
should  be  aiforded.them  by  the  government;  which 
can  only  be  done  by  having  a mounted  force  station- 
ed at  a suitable  point  on  the  Mississippi,  above 
Prairie  du  Chien,  where  supplies  and  forage  could 
be  furnished  by  steamboats  for  the  use  of  the  mount- 
ed troops.  It  is  well  known  that  the  Indians  are 
never  in  dread  of  the  pursuit  of  infantry.  The 
difficulty  with  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians,  in  1832, 
originated  from  an  attack  made  by  them  on  a party 
of  defenceless  Menominee  Indians  who  were  camp- 
ed almost  under  the  cover  of  the  guns  of  Fort  Craw- 
ford, and  the  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  Sac  and  Fox 
Indians  to  deliver  up  the  murderers  of  the  Menomi- 
nees.  Three  companies  of  dragoons,  under  the  com- 
mand of  a field  officer,  would  be  sufficient  to  range 
the  country  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Red  Cedar, 
and  the  Iowa  and  Desmoines  rivers,  which  would  be 
a direct  check  on  the  war  parties  of  Sioux  and  Sac 
and  Fox  Indians.  This  mounted  force  would  be 
enabled  to  carry  into  effect  the  views  of  the  govern- 
ment, by  making  a demand  and  surrender  of  the 
aggressors  or  murderers.  The  mounted  troops  rang- 
ing the  country  on  our  borders,  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  north  of  the  Wisconsin  river,  would 
cover  the  weak  and  unprotected  settlements  border- 
ing on  those  rivers.  The  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment appears  to  be  to  purchase  of  the  Winnebago 
Indians  their  country  east  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
remove  them  south  of  the  Missouri  river,  or  im- 
mediately west  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  country 
purchased  of  the  United  States  in  1832.  The  re- 
peated attacks  made  by  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians 
on  the  Winnebagoes,  when  hunting  in  the  country 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  presents  an  obstacle  in 
treating  with  them  for  the  country  north  of  the 
Wisconsin,  and  east  of  the  Mississippi.  Indeedit 
was  one  of  the  reasons  urged  by  the  Winnebagoes, 
at  the  treaty  held  at  Fort  Winnebago  in  October 
last,  that  their  people  had  been  killed  by  the  Sacs 
and  Fox  Indians  when  hunting  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  they  were  afraid  to  remove  west.  This 
difficulty  might  be  removed  by  the  location  of 
mounted  troops  on  the  Upper  Mississippi;  and  as 
the  established  policy  of  the  government  is  to  pre- 
serve peace  between  the  different  nations  of  In- 
dians under  their  protection,  much  good  would  re- 
sult from  mounted  troops  being  stationed  at  a con- 
venient point  on  our  frontiers,  to  keep  peace  be- 
tween the  Sioux  and  Chippewa  Indians,  and  pre- 
vent the  intrusions  of  the  whites  on  the  Indian 
country.  Our  difficulties  with  the  Seminole  In- 
dians have  assumed  a serious  aspect;  and  if  five  or 
six  hundred  Indians  in  the  swamps  of  Florida  are 
able  to  produce  so  great  a loss  of  blood  and  treasure, 
it  would  seem  that  every  precaution  should  be  used 
to  prevent  a rupture  or  difficulty  with  the  nu- 
merous tribes  on  the  borders  of  the  Wisconsin  ter- 
ritory. The  Indians  must  see  and  feel,  if  neces- 
sary, the  power  of  the  government  to  enforce  a 
strict  observance  of  treaties  between  themselves, 
as  well  as  the  dread  of  coming  in  contact  with  the 
government  of  the  United  States. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, H.  DODGE, 

Superintendent  of  Indian  affairs. 

To  C A.  Harris,  esq.  commissioner  Indian  affairs. 

Rock  Island,  Dec.  2,  1836. 
Sir:  A young  Fox  Indian  came  in  from  Pow- 
sheek’s  village  on  the  Red  Cedar  two  days  past, 
and  informs  me  that  a large  war  party  of  Sioux,  on 
the  19th  ult.  surprised  five  lodges  of  Foxes  on  the 
lower  Iowa,  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  from  where 
the  line  of  the  Black  Hawk  purchase  crosses  it,  at 
the  mouth  of  a creek  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Iowa, 
and  it  is  believed  killed  about  twenty  Foxes.  A 
young  Fox,  who  was  wounded  i n the  neck  with  a 
ball,  made  his  escape,  and  brought  the  news  to 
Powsheek’s  village,  from  whence  Uhe  runner  brought 


intelligence  to  me.  The  wounded  man  says  he 
counted  twelve  Foxes  lying  dead  before  he  came 
off,  and  the  fighting  was  going  on.  The  Fox  wo- 
men and  children  had  retreated  to  an  old  fort  a lit- 
tle way  off,  where  the  surviving  Foxes  may  possi- 
bly save  themselves. 

The  messenger  informed  the  interpreter,  after 
leaving  me,  on  his  way  home,  that  numbers  had 
gone  through  their  country  to  collect  the  chiefs, 
head  men  and  braves  of  the  confederated  tribes  of 
Sacs  and  Foxes  to  council  on  the  subject.  Being 
asked  by  the  interpreter  what  the  principal  men  at 
Powsheek’s  village  spoke  about  it,  he  replied,  they 
said  they  would  take  revenge.  That  eight  were  kill- 
ed last  winter,  and  nothing  done;  they  would  not 
sit  still  and  be  killed  any  longer;  they  would  die  in 
the  field  of  battle,  or  be  revenged  on  the  Sioux. 

I sent  word  to  the  chiefs  to  come  and  see  me; 
but  I do  not  expect  to  be  able  longer  to  restrain 
them,  under  all  the  circumstances,  and  that  they 
will  go  to  war  with  the  Sioux.  1 apprehend  the 
remnant  of  Wabashaw’s  band  on  the  east  of  the 
Mississippi  will  be  in  extreme  danger,  as  the  Foxes 
know  where  they  have  located,  and  will  cross  on 
the  ice.  It  would  be  well  to  have  them  apprised  of 
their  danger,  as  they  have  been  improperly  assign- 
ed to  me,  and  my  location  here  precludes  the  possi- 
bility of  my  giving  them  any  assistance. 

Your  letter  of  the  26th  ult.  is  received. 

With  high  consideration  and  respect,  I am  your 
most  obedient  servant,  JOS.  M.  STREET, 

U.  S.  Indian  agent. 

His  excellency  Henry  Hodge,  gov.  Wisconsin  territo- 
ry, and  superintendent  Indian  affairs. 


TWENTY-FOURTH  CONGRESS, 

SECOND  SESSION SENATE. 

January  27.  Mr.  Clay  presented  the  petition  of 
the  Washington  Colonization  society  praying  an  act 
of  incorporation,  which  he  moved  to  refer  to  the 
committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia — whereupon 
a very  interesting  debate  arose  between  Messrs. 
Calhoun,  Clay,  Walker,  &c.  which  we  are  compel- 
led to  omit  until  our  next.  Finally,  the  motion 
to  refer  was  laid  upon  the  table — ayes  24,  noes  12. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  to 
which  was  referred  so  much  of  the  president’s  mes- 
sage as  related  to  a reduction  of  the  revenue  of  the 
country,  reported  the  following  bill  for  that  purpose, 
which  he  accompanied  with  various  explanatory  re- 
marks, and  with  a paper  containing  a summary 
statement  of  the  various  articles  on  which  a reduc- 
tion was  proposed  to  be  made,  together  with  the 
amounts  of  existing  duties  on  said  articles  and  the 
amounts  of  reductions. 

A bill  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  imposing 
duties  upon  imports. 

Be  it  enacted  &c.  That,  from  and  after  the  30th 
day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1837,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  articles  exempted  from  the  payment  of 
duty  by  the  various  revenue  laws  of  the  United 
States  now  existing  and  in  force,  the  articles  here- 
after named  in  this  section  of  this  act  imported  into 
any  collection  district  of  the  United  States,  shall  be 
admitted  free  of  duty,  viz: 

Floor  matting,  usually  made  of  flags,  or  other  ma- 
terials; square  wire,  used  for  the  manufacture  of 
stretchers  for  umbrellas,  and  cut  in  pieces  not  ex- 
ceeding the  length  used  for  stretchers;  aquafortis, 
Brazil  pebble,  prepared  for  spectacles;  crystals  for 
watches,  diamonds  for  glaziers,  dressed  furs,  em- 
broidery, all  articles  composed  wholly  or  chiefly  of 
gold,  jewelry,  gold  and  silver  laces,  muriatic  acids, 
bicromate  of  potash,  cromate  of  potash,  prussiate  of 
potash,  chronometers,  tartaric  acids,  barley,  straw 
or  grass  baskets,  composition,  wax  or  amber  beads, 
all  other  beads  not  otherwise  enumerated  in  the  ex- 
isting laws,  Prussian  blue,  bolting  cloths,  shell  or 
paper  boxes,  bricks,  hair  or  palm-leaf  brooms,  but- 
ton moulds,  calomel,  carbonate  of  soda,  cashmere 
of  Thibet,  corrosive  sublimate,  down  of  all  kinds, 
feathers  for  beds,  gold  leaf,  hair  bracelets,  hair  not 
made  up  for  head  dresses,  lampblack,  linen  padding, 
(if  not  suitable  for  cotton  bagging),  sulphate  of 
magnesia,  mustard,  salad  oil,  almond  paste,  perfumes, 
pickles,  perfumed  hair-powder,  tooth  powder,  sul- 
phate of  quinine,  Rochelle  salts,  fossil  and  crude 
mineral  salt,  fancy  or  perfumed  shaving  and  other 
soaps,  including  Windsor,  and  washballs,  emetic 
tartar,  building  tiles,  paving  tiles,  washes,  otto  of 
roses,  oil  of  lemon,  oil  of  bergamot,  essential  oil  of 
rose,  oil  of  carraway,  oil  of  lavender,  oil  of  rose- 
mary, cosmetics,  anti-corrosive  lithie  paints,  linen 
tape,  sextants,  quadrants,  telescopes,  and  glasses 
for  sextants,  quadrants  and  telescopes,  gold,  silver 
and  precious  stones,  hair  cloth  and  hair  seating,  in- 
digo, cotton  and  thread  laces,  manufactured  and  pre. 
pared  quills,  common  tinned  and  japanned  saddlery, 
China  and  porcelain  wares,  earthen  and  stone  wares, 
watches  of  all  kinds,  and  parts  of  watches,  silver 
and  plated  ware,  worsted  yarn,  blankets,  the  value 


not  exceeding  seventy-five  cents  each,  vinegar, 
olive  oil,  teas  of  all  kinds,  chocolate,  Cayenne  pep- 
pei,  cigars,  bristles,  corks,  copper  rods  and  bolts, 
copper  nails  and  spikes,  books,  printed  prior  to 
1775,  books  in  other  languages  than  Greek,  Latin 
and  English,  glass  bottles,  demijohns,  common  salt, 
anchovies  and  sardines,  ground  and  polished  look- 
ing-glass plates,  silvered  and  unsilvered. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  1837, 
the  duties  now  by  law  chargeable  upon  all  wines 
and  all  spirits  made  of  vinous  materials  imported 
into  the  United  States,  shall  be  reduced  one-half, 
and  from  and  after  that  day  no  more  than  one-half 
the  rates  of  duty  now  chargeable  upon  any  wines 
and  spirits  made  of  vinous  materials  of  any  country 
shall  be  assessed  or  collected. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when  it 
shall  be  satisfactorily  proved  to  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  that  any  iron,  imported  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  hulls  of  iron  steamboats,  has  been  actu- 
ally applied  to  the  construction  of  the  hull  of  any 
such  iron  steamboat,  and  that  the  boat  to  which  any 
such  iron  has  been  applied  is  completed  and  fitted 
for  use  in  navigation,  he  may  allow  a drawback  of 
the  duty  on  such  iron  so  actually  and  permanently 
applied,  or,  if  the  duty  shall  have  been  paid,  he 
may  refund  the  same,  any  thing  in  any  act  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding:  Provided,  That  no  iron 
shall  be  considered  as  imported  for  the  construction 
of  the  hulls  of  iron  steamboats  but  such  as  is  fitted 
and  prepared  for  that  use  without  further  manufac- 
ture, and  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  exempt  from  duty  the  engines,  boilers, 
and  other  steam  apparatus  to  be  used  in  any  such 
iron  steamboat. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever 
the  bonds  given  for  the  duties  upon  the  importation 
of  any  such  iron  shall  become  due  and  payable  be- 
fore the  said  iron  can  be  actually  and  permanently 
applied  to  the  construction  of  any  such  iron  steam- 
boat, in  the  manner  required  by  the  last  preceding 
section,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorised  to  extend  the  time  for  the 
payment  of  so  much  of  any  such  bonds  as  shall  be 
equal  to  the  drawback  to  which  the  obligor  or  obli- 
gors may  be  entitled:  Provided,  That  no  extension 
of  time  for  the  payment  of  any  portion  of  any  such 
bond  shall  exceed  the  period  of  two  years  from  the 
date  of  the  importation  of  the  iron  upon  which  the 
right  of  drawback  is  claimed  in  pursuance  of  this 
act. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  articles 
made  free  from  duty  by  the  provisions  of  the  first 
section  of  this  act,  and  all  wines  and  spirits  made 
from  vinous  materials  the  duties  upon  which  are 
reduced  by  the  provisions  of  the  second  section  of 
thio  act,  from  and  aftor  the  thirtieth  day  of  June 
next,  which  shall  be  imported  into  the  U.  States 
before  the  said  last  mentioned  day,  and  shall  be  put 
into  the  custom  house  stores,  under  the  bond  of  the 
importer  or  owner,  and  shall  remain  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  proper  officer  of  the  customs  until  the 
said  thirtieth  day  of  June  next,  shall  be  free,  or 
subject  to  no  higher  rate  of  duty  than  is  imposed 
by  this  act:  Provided,  That  no  such  articles  or  pro- 
perty shall  be  deposited  in  the  custom  house  stores 
except  in  the  original  packages,  bales,  boxes,  bags, 
casks,  cases  or  bottles,  as  imported. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  acts 
and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the  provisions 
of  this  act  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Mr.  Wright  having  concluded  his  introductory 
remarks  explanatory  of  the  objects  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  Clay  said  that  he  wanted,  at  this  early  stage 
of  the  bill,  to  say  only  a word  or  two.  I will  be- 
gin, said  he,  with  expressing  the  regret  I feel  that 
no  written  report  accompanies  this  bill,  and  that 
the  substitute  with  which  we  have  been  presented 
in  the  verbal  remarks  of  the  senator  from  New 
York  are  not  as  satisfactory  as  I think  they  might 
have  been.  In  considering  the  amount  of  reve- 
nue which  the  wants  of  any  government  may  re- 
quire, two  questions  should  be  taken  into  view. — 
1st.  The  probable  amount  of  the  revenue  to  be  re- 
ceived from  the  taxes;  and,  in  the  second  place,  the 
probable  amount  of  the  public  expenditure.  If 
congress  have  no  knowledge  of  these,  how  can 
they  know  what  revenue  is  to  be  raised,  or  what 
reduction  inay  be  provided  for?  In  both  of  these 
points,  the  senator  from  New  York  has  utterly  fail- 
ed to  furnish  the  senate  with  any  information. 

By  way  of  getting  rid  of  presenting  to  us  the 
probable  amount  of  revenue,  the  senator  states  that 
the  finance  committee  are  not  able  to  offer  any 
thing  but  uncertain  conjectures.  But  every  man 
who  has  hitherto  been  charged  with  the  finances  of 
the  country,  whether  a secretary  of  the  treasury  or 
the  chairman  of  a finance  committee,  has  supposed 
it  important  to  go  into  conjectures  or  estimates  on 
these  subjects,  and  to  approximate  as  far  as  possi- 
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ble  to  the  truth,  that  the  government  may  be  ena- 
bled to  form  some  practical  estimate  of  the  amount 
to  which  they  may  with  propriety  tax  the  people. 
]3ut  if  the  senator  thinks  he  can  justify  himself  for 
this  omission,  how  will  he  justify  it  to  the  country, 
and  to  those  great  interests  which  are  assailed  by 
this  bill,  that  we  have  been  furnished  with  no  in- 
formation touching  the  amount  of  public  expendi- 
ture; and  without  information  on  either  point  how 
has  he  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  does  exist 
a redundant  revenue,  and  that  it  is  an  evil  so  great 
as  to  call  for  the  legislation  of  congress! 

But  I have  not  risen  simply  to  express  my  regret 
at  the  want  of  information  under  which  we  are  in- 
vited to  act.  I have  risen,  at  once,  promptly  to 
declare  that  I shall  oppose,  so  far  as  my  voice  and 
my  vote  can  go,  this  disturbance  of  the  compromise 
arrangement  made  in  March,' 1833,  under  which 
the  country  has  flourished  in  an  unparalleled  de- 
gree, and  on  which  all  parties  have  reposed  as  be- 
ing durable  and  permanent. 

In  regard  to  the  articles  of  salt  and  of  spirituous 
liquors,  both  of  which,  but  salt  especially,  are  arti- 
cles which  cannot  be  touched  without  a violation 
of  that  compromise,  the  former  is  one  in  which  my 
state  has  little  interest,  as  connected  with  a tax  for 
protection.  It  is  the  great  states  of  New  York, 
Pennsylvania,  Virginia  and  Ohio,  which  are  princi- 
pally concerned  in  this  question.  In  my  own  state, 
some  of  the  article  is  manufactured,  but  we  are  so 
situated  that  the  manufacture,  as  existing  among 
us  derives  no  advantage  from  any  protective  duty. 
So  far,  therefore,  as  my  constituents  are  concerned, 

I care  not  a particle  if  the  duty  shall  be  repealed 
in  toto.  But  I oppose  the  measure  because  I view 
it  as  what  has  often  and  expressively  been  denomi- 
nated an  entering  wedge;  and  because  it  is  well 
known  that  all  encroachments  on  the  system  may 
be  expected  to  commence  under  plausible  pretexts. 
The  article  of  coal  is  an  instance  of  this.  In  the 
depth  of  winter,  when,  during  a season  of  intense 
cold,  all  are  shivering  for  the  want  of  a more  abun- 
dant supply  of  fuel,  the  cry  is  raised  to  repeal  the 
duty  on  foreign  coal.  So  salt  is  known  by  every 
body  to  be  an  essential  article  of  human  subsist- 
ence, and  it  is  seized  upon  as  furnishing  a plausi- 
ble article  on  which  the  duty  may  be  reduced,  or 
dispensed  with  altogether. 

But  if  these  are  all  articles  covered  by  the  com- 
promise, what  security,  what  guaranty  can  the  coun- 
try possess  that  the  work  of  reduction  is  to  stop  at 
that  point?  Will  not  the  process,  ere  long,  reach  to 
cotton?  and  to  woollens?  Nay,  are  we  not  already  no- 
tified, while,  as  I admit,  the  senator  has  brought  us 
a bill  less  exceptionable  than  a corresponding  one 
which  has  been  introduced  elsewhere,  that  is  not 
“antagonistical”  (I  believe  the  term  is ) to  that 
measure,  that  there  is  no  hostility  between  the  two; 
and,  if  the  purpose  shall  not  be  effected  by  this  bill, 
for  reducing  the  revenue  to  a sum  not  specified, 
that  bill  itself,  or  some  kindred  measure  must  be  re- 
sorted to.  I want  the  country  to  know  what  is  its 
actual  condition.  I want  it  to  know  whether  that 
odious,  that  shocking  list  of  articles,  which  has  just 
been  read  by  the  secretary,  is  to  be  brought  up, 
session  after  session,  for  discussion  and  gradual  ac- 
tion, till  the  whole  protective  system  is  destroyed. 
The  country  has  a right  to  knowfwhether  the  peace 
effected  by  the  compromise  of  1833,  is  to  be  respect- 
ed; or  whether  it  is  to  be  assailed,  first,  in  respect  to 
articles  calculated  to  excite  public  sympathy  in 
their  favor,  and  then  those  more  important  ones  are 
at  length  to  be  reached,  which  are  essential  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  national  industry. 

I have  now  discharged  what  I believed  to  be  a 
duty.  You  have  the  power,  both  in  this  house  and 
the  other;  you  can  do  in  this  matter  as  you  think 
proper.  Go  on,  then.  Disturb,  distract  the  coun- 
try; reagitate  the  community;  reopen  its  wounds 
just  closed;  do  this,  if  it  seems  to  you  good;  take 
upon  yourselves  the  awful  responsibility;  but  you 
shall  never  do  it  with  my  consent,  nor  without  my 
solemn  protest. 

Mr.  Wright,  in  reply,  observed  that  he  should  not 
argue  the  bill  at  this  time.  He  had  at  present  but 
one  duty  to  perform,  which  was  to  report  the  bill. — 
He  would  say  again  that  the  finance  committee  con- 
sidered the  amount  both  of  revenue  and  expenditure 
for  the  coming  year  so  enttrely  dependent  on  the  ac- 
tion of  congress  that,  beyond  the  documents  already 
on  the  tables  of  members,  the  committee  could  state 
no  valuable  fact  for  their  consideration.  He  would 
move  that  the  bill  be  made  the  special  order  of  the 
day  or  Thursday  next,  and  that,  in  the  mean  time, 
the  statement  which  had  been  presented  in  company 
with  the  bill  might  be  printed. 

The  printing  having  been  ordered, 

Mr.  Davis  observed  that  this  measure  was  one  of 
great  importance,  and  worthy  of  great  consideration. 
He  considered  it  desirable  to  keep  the  country  out 
of  agitation;  its  prosperity  depended  more  on  that 


than  this  body  seemed  to  be  fully  aware  of;  prosperi-  j 
ty  was  impossible,  under  any  policy,  unless  the  na-  j 
tion  had  the  assurance  of  something  steady  in  that 
policy.  The  nation  wanted  rest;  the  people  need 
repose  that  they  may  know  what  to  do.  He  had  al- 
most said  that  even  a bad  policy,  if  steady,  was  bet- 
ter than  a comparatively  good  one,  if  unsteady  and 
perpetually  fluctuating.  "This  was  peculiarly  true 
in  relation  to  the  manufactures  of  the  country,  be- 
cause those  w ho  conducted  these  establishments,  if 
they  were  able  to  look  a few  years  ahead,  they  would 
shape  their  mode  of  conducting  business  so  as  to 
meet  the  policy  of  the  government.  The  bill  pro- 
posed seriously  to  affect,  among  other  articles,  that 
of  salt,  in  which  Mr.  D’s  state  was  largely  interest- 
ed, inasmuch  as  very  large  capitals  w'ere  vested  in 
establishments  for  its  manufacture  upon  the  sea 
shore.  Inasmuch,  therefore,  that  the  country  might 
understand  what  was  doing  here,  and  of  what  was 
sought  to  be  accomplished  by  this  bill,  he  would  ask 
that  one  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  statement 
which  had  accompanied  the  bill  be  printed. 

This  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a second  time,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  next. 

The  following  bill,  which  was  yesterday  order- 
ed* to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading,  was  accord- 
ingly read  a third  time: 

A 'bill  designating  and  limiting  the  funds  receivable 
for  the  revenues  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury be,  and  hereby  is  required  to  adopt  such  mea- 
sures as  he  may  deem  necessary  to  effect  a collec- 
tion of  the  public  revenue  of  the  United  States, 
whether  arising  from  duties,  taxes,  debts  or  sales 
of  lands,  in  the  manner  and  on  the  principles  here- 
in provided:  that  is,  that  no  such  duties,  taxes,  debts 
or  sums  of  money  payable  for  lands,  shall  be  col- 
lected or  received  otherwise  than  in  the  legal  cur- 
rency of  the  United  States,  or  in  notes  of  banks 
which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  the  said 
legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  under  the  fol- 
lowing restrictions  and  conditions  in  regard  to  such 
notes,  to  wit;  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
the  notes  of  no  bank  which  shall  issue  or  circulate 
bills  or  notes  of  a less  denomination  than  five  dol- 
lars, shall  be  received  on  account  of  the  public  dues; 
and  from  and  after  the  30th  day  of  Dec.  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-nine,  the  notes  of  no  bank 
which  shall  issue  or  circulate  bills  or  notes  of  a less 
denomination  than  ten  dollars  shall  he  so  receivable; 
and  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  December, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one,  the  like 
prohibition  shall  be  extended  to  the  notes  of  all 
banks  issuing  bills  or  notes  of  a less  denomination 
than  twenty  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  note 
shall  be  received  by  the  collectors  or  receivers  of 
the  public  money  which  the  banks  in  which  they 
are  to  be  deposited  shall  not,  under  the  supervision 
and  control  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  agree 
to  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States  as  cash: 
Provided,  That,  if  any  deposite  bank  shall  refuse  to 
receive  and  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States, 
as  cash,  any  notes  receivable  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  which  said  bank,  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  business,  receives  on  general  deposite,  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  is  hereby  authorised  to  with- 
draw the  public  deposites  from  said  bank. 

The  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  Benton  addressed  the  senate  at  great  length 
in  opposition  to  it.  When  he  had  concluded, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy  the  bill  was  laid  on  the 
table,  and  the  following  resolution  offered  by  him 
yesterday,  taken  up. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  join 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  house 
of  representatives,  to  ascertain  and  report  a mode  of 
examining  the  votes  for  president  and  vice  president 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  notifying  the  persons 
elected  of  their  election. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  seconded  by  Mr.  Grundy, 
the  resolution  was  amended  by  adding  the  following: 

And  also  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ascer- 
taining whether  any  votes  were  given  at  the  recent 
election,  contrary  to  the  prohibition  contained  in  the 
second  section  of  the  second  article  of  the  constitu- 
tion; and  if  any  such  votes  were  given,  what  ought 
to  be  done  with  them,  and  whether  any,  and  what 
provision  ought  to  be  made  for  securing  the  faithful 
observance  in  future  of  that  section  of  the  constitu- 
tion. 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  adopted.  On  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  bill  defining  and  limiting  the 


*The  yeas  and  nays  given  in  Thursday’s  proceed- 
ings, (see  page  352)  in  connexion  with  the  above 
bill,  were  on  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Rives’  amendment, 
and  not  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill,  (as  incor- 
rectly stated),  on  which  latter  question  there  was 
no  division  [Niff.  Ini. 


kinds  of  money  to  he  received  by  the  United  State* 
was  taken  up,  and  then  on  motion  of  Mr.  Walker, 
the  senate  adjourned. 

January  28.  The  vice  president,  after  reading  of 
the  journal,  addressed  the  senate  as  follows: 

Senators:  The  period  is  at  hand  which  is  to  ter- 
minate the  official  relation  that  has  existed  between 
us,  and  I leave,  probably  never  to  return  to  it,  a body 
with  which  I have  been  long  connected;  where  some 
remain  whom  I found  here  fifteen  years  ago,  and 
where,  in  the  progress  of  public  duties,  personal  as- 
sociations have  arisen  never  to  be  forgotten.  From 
such  scenes  I cannot  retire  without  emotion.  Nor 
can  I give  to  the  senate  the  usual  opportunity  of 
choosing anotherto  preside  for  a time  over  their  de- 
liberations, without  referring  to  the  manner  in  w hich 
I have  endeavored  to  discharge  a most  gratifying 
and  honorable  trust  connected  with  the  olhee  to 
which  my  country'  called  me.  Entering  upon  it 
with  unaffected  diffidence,  well  knowing  how  little 
my  studies  had  been  directed  to  its  peculiar  duties, 

I was  yet  strengthened  by  the  determination  then 
expressed,  so  to  discharge ’the  authority  with  w hich 
I was  invested,  as  “best  to  protect  the  rights,  to  re- 
spect the  feelings,  and  to  guard  the  reputations  of 
all  who  would  be  affected  by  its  exercise.”  1 was 
sure  that,  if  successful  in  this,  I should  be  pardoned 
for  errors  which  I could  hardly  expect  to  avoid. 

In  the  interval  that  has  since  elapsed  it  has  been 
our  lot  in  this  assembly  to  pass  through  scenes  oi 
unusual  excitement:  the  intense  interest  on  asorbing 
topics,  which  has  pervaded  our  whole  community, 
could  not  be  unfelt  within  these  walls.  The  w armth 
of  political  parties,  natural  in  such  times,  the  un- 
guarded ardor  of  sudden  debate,  and  the  collisions 
seldom  to  be  separated  from  the  invaluable  privilege 
of  free  discussion,  have  not  been  unfrequently  min- 
gled with  the  more  tranquil  tenor  of  ordinary  legis- 
lation. I cannot  hope  that,  in  emergencies  like 
these,  I have  always  been  so  fortunate  as  to  satisfy' 
every  one  around  me;  yet,  I permit  myself  to  think 
that  the  extent  to  which  my  decisions  have  been  ap- 
proved by  the  senate  is  some  evidence  that  my  ef- 
forts justly  to  administer  their  rules  have  not  been 
vain;  and  1 conscientiously  cherish  the  conviction, 
that  on  no  occasion  have  I departed  from  my  early' 
resolution,  or  been  regardless  of  what  was  due  to  the 
rights  or  the  feelingsof  the  members  of  this  body. 

Though  I may  henceforth  be  separated  from  the 
senate,  I can  never  cease  to  revert  with  peculiar  in- 
terest to  my  long  connexion  with  it.  In  every  situa- 
tion in  my  future  life  I shall  remember  with  a just 
pride  the  evidences  of  approbation  and  confidence 
which  I have  here  received;  and  as  an  American 
citizen,  devotedly  attached  to  the  institutions  of  my' 
country,  I must  always  regard  with  becoming  ar.d 
sincere  respect  a branch  of  our  government,  invest- 
ed with  such  extensive  powders,  and  designed  by  our 
forefathers  to  accomplish  such  important  results. 

Indulging  an  ardent  wish  that  every  success  may 
await  you  in  performing  the  exalted  and  honorable 
duties  of  your  public  trust,  and  ottering  my  w armest 
prayers  that  prosperity  and  happiness  may  be  con- 
stant attendants  on  each  of  you,  along  the  future 
paths  of  life,  I respectfully  bid  you  farewell. 

After  the  vice  president  had  retired,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Grundy,  the  senate  proceeded  to  ballot  tor  a pre- 
sident pro  tem. 

The  number  of  votes  cast  was  37;  necessary  to  a 
choice  19.  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  had  26;  Mr. 
Southard  7;  Mr.  Clay  1;  Mr.  Prentiss  1;  Mr.  Living, 
of  Ohio,  1;  Mr.  Buchanan  1. 

Mr.  King  being  duly  elected  president  pro  tem  . of 
the  senate,  was  conducted  to  the  chair  by  Air.  Ben- 
ton and  expressed  his  gratitude  for  the  honor  con- 
ferred. 

On  motion  of  Air.  Grundy,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  of  the  senate,  inform 
the  president  of  the  United  States  and  the  house  ot 
representatives:  that  the  senate  have  elected  the  hon. 
William  R.  King  their  president  pro  tem . 

A number  of  petitions  were  presented  and  refer- 
red,  and  severa  l committees  delivered  reports,  all  of 
which  will  be  duly  noticed  in  their  progress. 

The  followi  ng  resolution  was  offered  by  Air.  Cal- 
houn, which  1 ies  over  one  day: 

Resolved,  T hat  the  president  he  l-cquoetcd  to  com- 
municate to  t he  senate  a copy  of  the  coriespon- 
dence  with  t!  le  government  oi  Great  Britain,  in  re- 
lation to  the  loutrage  committed  on  our  flag,  and 
the  rights  of  our  citizens,  by  the  authorities  ot 
Bermuda  and  New  Providence,  in  seizing  the  slaves 
onboard  of  the  brigs  Encomium  and  Enterprize, 
engaged  in  tl  le  coasting  trade,  but  which  were  torc- 
ed  by  sliipw  reck  and  stress  of  weather  into  the 
ports  of  thos  e islands.  . , _ 

After  an  ii  leffectual  effort,  in  which  Messrs.  Se- 
vier and  Lini  i concurred,  to  postpone  the  bill  defin- 
ing what  cur  rency  shall  be  received  in  payment  (or 
dues  of  the  1 Jnited  States,  with  a view  to  taking  up 
the  land  bill-  — 
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The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  for- 
mer, which  was  the  order  of  the  day;  and  the  bill 
! being  at  its  third  reading,  and  the  question  being  on 
its  passage — 

Mr.  Walker,  chairman  of  the  land  committee, 
who  had  reported  it,  took  the  floor  in  reply  to  the 
remarks  made  by  Mr.  Benton  yesterday,  going  at 
I large  into  the  arguments  of  that  senator,  and  re- 
torting with  no  little  warmth,  what  he  considered 
as  unmerited  reflections  on  the  committee,  declar- 
ing at  the  same  time,  that  for  all  he  said  he  held 
i himself  personally  responsible  both  in  and  out  of 
I the  house.  When  Mr.  Walker  had  concluded, 

Mr.  Webster  made  some  inquiries  of  him  in  re- 
ference to  his  understanding  of  the  practical  effect 
of  the  bill  on  banks  issuing  notes  under  the  amount 
of  five  dollars.  Mr.  Walker  replied  that  the  bill 
had  followed  the  language  of  the  joint  resolution  of 
1816,  and,  as  there  were  different  opinions  as  to  the 
construction  of  that  resolution,  there  might  be  as  to 
this  bill;  but  whether  it  were  strictly  mandatory  on 
the  receivers  or  not,  he  felt  assured  that  it  spoke  a 
voice  that  would  not  be  disregarded.  Mr.  Rives 
said  that  the  provisions  in  this  bill  in  reference 
to  banks  issuing  small  note.s  were  the  same  with 
those  in  the  deposite  bill  of  last  session;  which  he 
quoted.  Mr.  Webster  said  his  only  difficulty  was 
respecting  the  receivability  of  the  Virginia  land 
scrip;  if  the  bill  was  not  peremptory  on  that  sub- 
ject, it  ought  to  be  made  so.  And  for  this  purpose 
he  introduced  an  amendment  declaring  the  Virgi- 
nia land  scrip  receivable  in  payment  of  all  dues  to 
the  government;  which  lies  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Benton,  to  show  how  the  deposite  bill  was 
understood  by  those  who  executed  it,  quoted  some 
bank  returns  from  the  bank  of  Columbus,  showing 
the  issue  by  that  bank  of  notes  of- one,  two  and 
three  dollars. 

Mr.  Rives  returned  his  thanks  to  Mr.  Walker  for 
his  able  and  satisfactory  defence  of  the  bill.  He 
should  not  be  able  to  add  much  to  what  had  been 
said  by  the  honorable  senator,  but  was  desirous  of 
adding  his  mite  in  reply  to  so  much  of  what  had  so 
zealously  been  urged  by  the  senator  from  Missouri, 
(Mr.  Benton),  as  had  not  been  touched  upon  by  the 
chairman  of  the  land  committee;  and,  as  he  under- 
stood there  were  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the 
question  who  were  desirous  of  being  heard,  he  sug- 
gested the  propriety  of  deferring  further  debate  on 
the  bill  to  Monday.  This  was,  after  some  conver- 
sation, agreed  to.’ 

Mr.  Benton  introduced  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  senate  cordially  reciprocate 
the  sentiments  of  personal  kindness  expressed  by 
Martin  Van  Buren,  vice  president  of  the  United 
States,  towards  the  members  of  thi3  body,  upon 
taking  leave  of  them:  and  that  the  thanks  of  the 
senate  be  presented  to  him,  in  testimony  of  the  im- 
partiality, dignity  and  ability  with  which  he  has 
presided  over  their  deliberations,  and  of  their  entire 
approbation  of  his  conduct  in  the  discharge  of  the 
arduous  and  important  duties  assigned  him  as  pre- 
sident of  the  senate. 

Mr.  B.  suggested  the  propriety  of  taking  up  the 
resolution  and  acting  upon  it  at  this  time. 

Tlie  chair  stated  that  this  could  only  be  done 
by  unanimous  consent.  Mr.  Calhoun  objected. 

Mr.  Buchanan  expressed  his  hope  that  the  reso- 
lution would  be  acted  on  at  once.  Mr.  Calhoun 
inquired  whether  it  was  usual  to  pass  a vote  of  this 
kind.  Mr.  Benton  quoted  several  precedents  to 
show  that  it  was;  whereupon  Mr.  Calhoun,  observ- 
ing that  it  was  a mere  formality,  withdrew  his  ob- 
jection; and  the  question  being  put,  the  resolution 
was  agreed  to,  nem.  con.  When,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Davis,  the  senate  adjourned. 

January  30.  After  memorials  and  petitions  had 
been  presented  and  referred,  Mr.  Tomlinson,  from 
the  committee  of  accounts,  who  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  necessity  of  an  increase  of  the  usual 
number  of  documents  printed  for  the  use  of  the  se- 
nate, reported  a resolution  that  the  number  of  co- 
pies of  any  document  ordered  by  the  senate  to  be 
printed  shall  be  eight  hundred  and  fifty;  of  the 
journal  one  thousand  and  fifty;  and  of  bills,  joint 
resolutions  and  amendments,  five  hundred,  to  be 
-distributed  under  the  direction  of  the  secretary; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr/  Wright  the  committee  on 
finance  was  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  memorial  of  sundry  merchants  of  Bos- 
ton, praying  that  the  credit  of  duties  payable  on 
imported  goods  might  be  extended  to  one  year,  and 
to  three  years  on  those  subject  to  debenture. 

It  was  also  discharged  .from  the  further  conside- 
ration of  the  memorial  of  Richard  J.Todd,  for  a re- 
peal of  duties  on  watches  and  parts  of  watches,  and 
from  the  consideration  of  sundry  memorials  from 
citizens  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  against  a re- 
duction of  the  duty  on  coal. 


The  following  resolutions,  which  lie  over  one 
day,  were  offered  by  Mr.  Norvell: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  to  the  state 
of  Michigan  five  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  of 
all  public  lands  lying  within  said  state,  which  were 
sold  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  from 
the  1st  January,  1836,  to  the  1st  July.  1836,  such 
proceeds  to  be  applied,  under  the  direction  of  the 
legislature  of  the  state,  to  the  completion  of  the 
military  roads  commenced  therein  by  the  United 
States  while  Michigan  was  a territory. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a surveyor 
general’s  office  in  the  state  of  Michigan. 

Resolved  That  the  committee  on  commerce  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  survey  of  the  falls  of  St.  Mary,  with  a 
view  to  the  construction  of  a ship  channel  around 
said  falls,  between  Lake  Superior  and  Lake  Huron. 

Some  other  resolutions  of  a local  or  private  cha- 
racter were  offered  and  appropriately  referred,  af- 
ter which 

Mr.  Clay  moved  to  take  up  the  memorial  from 
the  Colonization  society,  presented  by  him  on  Fri- 
day last,  expressing  the  hope  that  there  would  be 
no  further  debate  upon  it,  and  calling  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  question  of  taking  up;  which  were 
ordered. 

The  question  was  then  tried,  and  decided  in  the 
negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  Clayton,  Davis, 
Kent,  Knight,  Morris,  Nilps,  Prentiss,  Robbins, 
Robinson,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tomlinson, 
Wall— 16. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Linn, 
Lyon,  Moore,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Page,  Preston, 
Rives,  Rtiggles,  Strange,  Tipton,  Walker,  White, 
Wright — 26. 

So  the  memorial  remains  on  the  table. 

The  senate  then  again  resumed  the  consideration 
(at  its  third  reading)  of  the  bill  defining  the  cur- 
rency receivable  for  the  United  States.  Mr.  Rives 
having  concluded  his  remarks, 'Mr.  Benton  followed 
in  a brief  reply.  Mr.  Walker  further  defended  the 
bill:  and  Mr.  Morris  went  into  a discussion  of  the 
unconstitutionality  of  its  provisions,  contending  that 
it  violated  the  rights  of  the  states,  superseded  the 
constitutional  currency,  and  was  every  way  mis- 
chievous. Mr.  Webster  objected  to  it  as  leaving, 
in  effect,  the  whole  matter  which  ought  to  be  the 
subject  of  law  to  the  discretion  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury.  Mr.  Calhoun  concurred  with  Mr. 
Morris  as  to  its  unconstitutionally. 

The  bill  was  then,  for  the  present,  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  land  bill.  The  question  being  on  Mr.  Bucha- 
nan’s amendment  to  this  bill,  allowing  parents  to 
enter  small  tracts  for  their  children,  to  be  patented 
when  they  should  come  of  age — After  some  desul 
lory  conversation,  an  attempt  was  made  to  post- 
pone the  bill  to  to-morrow;  but  it  failed:  yeas  18, 
nays  27.  The  question  being  then  taken,  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Buchanan  was  agreed  to,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Ewing,  of  Illinois, 
Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Kent,  Knight,  Lyons,  Nicho- 
las, Norvell,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Robbins,  Robinson, 
Sevier,  Southard,  Strange,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Wal- 
ker, Wall,  Webster,  White— 28. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Kings,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Moore, 
Morris,  Niles,  Page,  Preston,  Ruggles,  Tipton, 
Wright — 15. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  the  bill  was  then  fur- 
ther amended,  so  as  to  allow  no  one  to  enter  a tract 
in  his  own  name  until  he  was  21  years  old. 

Mr.  Clay  then  renewed  the  motion  formerly  made, 
and  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Morris,  to  strike  out  the  4th 
section  of  the  bill,  including  the  whole  pre-emption 
clause,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered.  Mr.  Morris  supported  the  motion. 
Mr.  Niles  opposed  it.  Mr.  Calhoun  and  Mr.  Clay 
spoke  with  warmth  against  the  unlimited  pre-emp- 
tive rights  conf  erred  by  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Sevier  and 
Mr.  Walker  replied  in  defence  of  this  section,  with 
which,  as  Mr.  W.  declared,  the  bill  must  stand  or 
fall. 

Mr.  Morris  now  moved  an  adjournment,  (it  was 
five  o'clock;)  and  on  that  motion  Mr.  Walker  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays;  which  being  taken  stood 
— yeas  23,  nays  22. 

So  the  senate  adjourned. 

January  31,  The  chair  presented  a communica- 
ti  on  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury;  which  was 
indistinctly  understood  to  relate  to  the  claim  of  the 
United  States  on  the  United  States  bank. 


Also,  a communication  from  the  state  depart- 
mert,  with  a statement  of  the  number  of  American 
seamen. 

A number  of  petitions  were  presented,  and  se- 
veral bills  reported,  when  resolutions  of  a local  cha- 
racter were  offered,  which  will  be  duly  noticed 
whea  before  the  senate  for  its  decision:  among 
them  was  the  following,  submitted  by  Mr.  Clayton, 
which  lies  over  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
New  Castle  a port  of  entry,  either  distinctly  from, 
or  conjointly  with,  the  port  of  Wilmington. 

Some  time  was  then  spent  in  reconsidering  the 
unfavorable  report  of  the  committee  of  claims,  on 
the  claim  of  Joseph  Nourse,  which  was,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Linn,  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  land 
bill.  The  question  being  on  the  striking  out  of  the 
pre-emption  clause.  The  motion  to  strike  out  was 
strenuously  advocated  by  Messrs.  King,  of  Georgia, 
and  Bayard,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Tipton,  and  finally 
lost  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  22,  nays  24.  Mr.  Clay 
moved  an  amendment  confining  the  pre-emption 
feature  of  the  bill  to  the  lands  which  have  been  sur- 
veyed: which,  after  debate,  was  also  lost — yeas  23, 
nays  23.  Mr.  Black  moved  to  restrict  the  operation 
of  the  bill  to  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Car- 
ried— yeas  24,  nays  21.  Mr.  Walker  moved  to 
confine  the  bill  to  the  states  and  organized  territo- 
ries of  the  U.  States.  Agreed  to.  Mr.  Tallmadge 
offered  an  amendment  confining  the  operation  of 
the  bill  to  the  year  1840,  Agreed  to.  Mr.  Mor- 
ris gave  notice  of  his  purpose  to  move  a substitute 
for  the  whole  bill;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  question  was  then  at  length  taken,  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  (at  past  6 o’clock),  on 
agreeing  to  the  bill  in  its  amended  form,  and  carried 
by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Cuth- 
bert, Dana,  Ewing,  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King,  of  Ala.  Linn,  Lyon, 
Moore,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Rives,  Ro- 
binson, Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  White, 
Wright — 26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Davis,  Kent,  Knight,  Morris,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Robbins,  Southard,  Swift,  Tipton, 
Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webster — 18. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  senate,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed,  as  amended. 

And  the  senate  adjourned. 

February  1.  Mr.  McKean,  who  has  not  been  be- 
fore able  to  attend  in  the  senate  since  his  first  ill- 
ness, resumed  his  seat  to-day. 

The  chair  presented  a communication  from  the 
navy  ctvpai  trnent,  in  conformity  to  the  2d  section  of 
the  law  of  May,  1820,  giving  a statement,  with  va- 
rious distinctions,  of  the  appropriations  for  the  navv 
establishment  in  1836;  Referred. 

Among  the  petitions  presented  were  the  followin'*: 
By  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama:  From  William  Brentj 
setting  forth  that  four  of  the  votes  given  in  Virginia 
for  president  and  vice  president  of  the  United 
States,  were  cast  by  individuals  not  constitutional- 
ly qualified. 

Also,  (from  a quarter  unknown  to  the  reporter) 
a statement  that  the  votes  of  South  Carolina,  for 
president  and  vice  president  of  the  United  States 
were  cast  by  individuals  chosen  by  the  legislature 
of  the  state,  who  were  therefore  not  constitutional- 
ly qualified  electors.  Both  laid  on  the  table,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  to  be  referred  hereafter  at 
the  proper  time,  to  the  joint  committee  of  the  two 
houses. 

Several  committees  delivered  reports,  and  others 
were  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  business 
that  had  been  referred  to  them. 

Mr.  Davis,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
reported  a bill  authorising  the  president  of  the  U.’ 
States  to  appoint  a commission  of  three  persons,  to 
examine  inventions  for  the  purpose  of  securin'* 
steam  boilers  from  bursting;  and  to  report  the  re° 
suits  to  congress.  Read,  ordered  to  a second  read- 
ing, and  the  accompanying  report  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  resolution,  formerly  offered  by  Mr.  Nicholas 
calling  on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  informa-’ 
tion  obtained  by  special  agents  in  relation  to  alleg- 
ed frauds  on  the  public  lands  in  the  state  of  Loui- 
siana, being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  Clay  proposed  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
striking  out  Louisiana  and  extending  the  inquiry 
to  all  the  states  and  territories.  Alter  considerable 
discussion  between  Messrs.  Nicholas,  Ewing,  Linn 
and  Sevier,  Mr.  Clay  offered  his  amendment  which 
was  adopted.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Ewing,  the  reso- 
lution of  Mr.  Nicholas  was  further  amended  so  as  to 
call  on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  information 
otherwise  obtained,  as  well  as  by  special  agents 
The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  adopted. 
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[The  National  Intelligencer  of  Thursday  did  not 
contain  the  remainder  of  this  day’s  proceedings; 
which  shall  have  a place  in  our  next.] 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  25.  Mr.  Herod,  elected  a mem- 
ber of  this  house,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by 
the  lamented  death  of  Mr.  Kinnard,  appeared,  was 
qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

The  house  took  up  the  unfinished  business  of  the 
morning  hour,  being  the  resolution  heretofore  offer- 
ed by  Mr.  Underwood  calling  upon  the  cletk  for  a 
statement  of  the  mileage  claimed  by  members,  &c. 
with  the  amendments  of  Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Yell 
(see  page  351)  the  pending  question  being  on  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment.  A very  desultory 
and  uninteresting  debate  now'  ensued,  after  which 
the  resolution  and  amendments  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table — ayes  95,  noes  not  counted. 

After  resolutions  had  been  called  for, 

Mr.  Bell  said  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  submit- 
ting a motion,  of  which  he  had  given  so  many  no- 
tices, for  leave  to  introduce  a bill  to  secure  the  free- 
dom of  elections;  but  he  had  himself  felt  so  much  of 
the  inconvenience  and  disadvantage  under  which 
gentlemen  labored  who  had  held  resolutions  for  some 
time  which  they  could  not  have  an  opportunity  to 
present,  lhathe  was  disposed  now,  after  having  sub- 
mitted his  motion,  to  move  that,  under  the  indulg- 
ence of  the  house,  every  gentleman  who  had  reso- 
lutions to  offer  should  now  offer  them,  provided  they 
would  not  create  debate.  If  no  gentlemen  were 
desirous  to  present  such  resolutions,  he  was  ready 
now  to  proceed  with  his  observations. 

No  resolution  having  been  offered,  Mr.  Vandcr- 
poel  rose  to  a point  of  order.  He  wished  to  inquire 
whether  a motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  was  de- 
batable? The  chair  said  he  thought  it  was.  The 
gentleman  had  a right  to  state  the  character  of  the 
bill.  Mr.  Bell  then  said  that  the  remarks  which  he 
had  intended  to  submit  might  perhaps  be  bettercom- 
prehended  if  he  were  to  send  to  the  chair,  to  be  read, 
the  bill  and  preamble  which  he  proposed  to  read.  If 
the  chair  thought  the  proceeding  regular,  Mr.  B. 
would  be  glad  that  the  preamble  and  bill  should  be 
read.  The  chair  said  that  the  regular  way  would  be 
to  take  the  sense  of  the  house  whether  the  same 
should  be  read  for  the  information  of  the  house. — 
And  the  question  being  taken,  the  sense  of  the  house 
was  declared  in  favor  of  the  reading. 

The  preamble  and  bill  were  accordingly  read — 
(we  will  publish  them  in  the  next  “Register”) 
when  Mr.  Bell  arose  and  addressed  the  house  in  ex- 
planation of  the  motives  which  induced  him  to  sub- 
mit the  bill — having  concluded  hjg  opening  address, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Vanderpoel  the  house  passed  to  the 
orders  of  the  day,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  from  the  senate,  entitled  “an  act  to  provide 
for  the  admission  of  the  state  of  Michigan  into  the 
union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  states.” 
The  pending  question  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
A.  Mann,  for  the  previous  question;  which  motion 
prevailed,  ayes  84,  noes  67.  So  there  was  a second. 
And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  taken. 

Mr.  Briggs  called  for  the  yeas  and  naj's  on  the 
main  question,  which  were  ordered.  And  the  main 
question,  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a third  reading,  was 
taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  140,  nays 
58.  And  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a third  reading  to- 
day. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  final  passage  of 
the  bill. 

A debate  followed,  in  which  Messrs.  Jenifer,  Tho- 
mas, Howard,  Pickens  and  Pearce  of  Maryland,  par- 
ticipated. 

Mr.  Cushman  then  obtained  the  floor,  and  moved 
the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  without  a division. 

Mr.  Chapin  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question,  being  the  passage  of  the  bill,  which 
were  ordered— and  were  yeas  132,  nays  43.  So 
the  bill  was  passed  and  the  house  adjourned.  [The 
yeas  and  nays  shall  have  a place  in  the  next  “Re- 
gister.”] 

Thursday,  Jan.  26.  After  the  reception  of  re- 
ports, the  house  resumed  the  unfinished  business  of 
the  morning  hour,  the  motion  submitted  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Bell  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to  secure 
the  freedom  of  elections.  That  gentleman  then 
arose  and  continued  his  speech,  and  was  proceeding 
to  remark  on  the  change  which  the  opinions  of  the 
president  had  undergone  in  relation  to  disturbing 
the  principles  of  the  compromise  bill,  when,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Cambrelcng,  the  house  passed  to  the 
orders  of  the  day,  and  took  up  the  bill  to  regulate 
the  pay  and  mileage'of  members,  the  question  being 
on  its  final  passage.  A long  debate  now  ensued, 
during  which  Mr.  Mann  moved  to  recommit  the 
bill  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  house  on  the 
Me  of  the  union,  and  Mr.  Yell  moved  to  amend 


the  motion  to  commit  by  adding  instructions  to  the 
committee  to  report  a section  reducing  the  pay  of 
the  members  of  the  house  to  $6  per  day,  and  $6 
for  every  twenty  miles  of  travel  to  and  from  the 
seat  of  government. 

Mr.  Anthony  called  for  the  previous  question, 
but  the  call  was  not  sustained — ayes  71,  noes  73. 
Mr.  Howard  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table — 
yeas  58,  nays  128.  Mr.  Parks  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment, but  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  request  of  the 
speaker. 

A message  from  the  president  of  the  U.  States 
was  received,  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  17th  instant,  request- 
ing the  president  to  lay  before  the  house,  if  not  in- 
compatible with  the  public  interests,  any  informa- 
tion in  his  possession  showing  the  condition  of  the 
political  relations  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico;  and  also,  any  further  information  that  he 
may  have  received  as  to  the  condition  of  Texas. 

Mr.  Howard  moved  the  reference  of  the  message 
and  documents  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs, 
and  that  the  same  be  printed. 

Mr.  Boyd,  after  inquiring  of  the  speaker  if  it 
would  be  in  order,  moved  to  amend  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Howard,  by  adding  instructions  to  the  com- 
mittee to  report  a resolution  acknowledging  the  in- 
dependence of  Texas.  Mr.  Craig  hoped  the  gen- 
tleman would  not  create  a debate  at  this  late  hour, 
by  endeavoring  to  attach  the  resolution  to  these  do- 
cuments. 

Mr.  Reed  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  message 
and  documents.  Mr.  Vinton  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment. Mr.  Claiborne,  of  Mississippi,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to  adjourn;  which  the 
house  would  not  order.  And  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Jan.  27.  Mr.  Thomas  moved  that  I.  E. 
Crary,  member  elect  from  the  state  of  Michigan, 
now  in  attendance,  be  qualified  to  take  his  seat  as  a 
member  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Robertson  opposed  the  motion,  on  the  ground 
that  Michigan  was  not  a state  at  the  time  Mr.  Cra- 
ry was  elected;  that  she  became  a state  only  yester- 
day, and  that  Michigan  was  not  competent  to  make 
the  election  at  a time  when  her  constitution  had 
not  received  the  sanction  of  congress.  He  moved 
that  the  subject  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
elections,  to  examine  into  and  report  upon  all  ques- 
tions touching  the  election,  qualification  and  return 
of  Mr.  Crary. 

Mr.  Thomas  contended  that  to  send  this  subject 
to  a committee  would  be  a work  of  supererogation, 
after  the  thorough  examination  which  had  been 
given  to  it.  He  contended  that  the  constitution  of 
the  state  of  Michigan  was  now  as  perfect  as  it 
would  have  been  if  its  organization  had  been  pre- 
ceded by  a law  of  congress  authorising  a conven- 
tion for  that  purpose,  and  cited  precedents  in  the 
history  of  the  union  to  corroborate  this  position. 

A communication  wTas  read  from  Mr.  Crary,  en- 
closing a certificate  of  election  from  the  governor 
of  the  state  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  Huntsman  demanded  the  previous  question: 
and  the  house  seconded  the  call:  ayes  97,  noes  not 
counted;  and  the  house  ordered  that  the  main  ques- 
tion should  now  be  taken. 

Mr.  Young  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question;  which  were  ordered.  And  the  main 
question,  “Shall  Isaac  E.  Crary  be  qualified  as  a 
member  of  the  house  from  the  state  of  Michigan?” 
was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  150,  nays  32. 

So  the  house  determined  that  Mr.  Crary  be  now 
qualified. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Dawson,  of  Georgia,  in  or- 
der to  enable  that  gentleman  briefly  to  explain  the 
reasons  for  his  vote  on  this  occasion,  Mr.  Thomson, 
of  South  Carolina,  moved  a reconsideration  of  the 
vote  just  passed:  when  brief  remarks  were  made  by 
Mr.  Dawson  and  other  gentlemen.  After  which,  to 
save  the  house  from  the  trouble  of  the  previous 
question,  indicated  by  Mr.  Cushman’s  rising,  Mr. 
Thomson  withdrew  his  motion.  Mr.  Crary,  the  re- 
presentative from  Michigan,  then  appeared,  was 
qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

After  Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  from  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  had  reported  a bill  increasing  the 
compensation  of  certain  clerks,  which  was  com- 
mitted, and  Mr.  Whittlesey,  from  the  committee  of 
claims  had  made  unfavorable  reports  upon  the  peti- 
tions of  James  Kilgour  and  C.  M.  Smith,  which 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 

Mr.  Jarvis  moved  to  discharge  the  committee  of 
the  whole  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bi  11 
to  provide  for  the  enlistment  of  boys  in  the  naval 
service  (in  order  to  put  it  to  its  third  reading). 

Mr.  Bell  objected  to  departing  from  the  usual 
course  in  relation  to  this  bill,  by  giving  it  prefei  •- 
cnce  over  other  business  earlier  on  the  list. 

The  whole  of  the  residue  of  this  day’s  sitting 
protracted  to  a late  hour,  was  occupied  in  a discus  - 


sion  of  a most  painful  and  disagreeable  nature,  aris- 
ing out  of  a collision  between  two  gentlemen,  (Mr. 
Bell,  of  Tennessee,  and  Mr.  Jarvis,  of  Maine), 
growing  out  of  the  above  motion,  which  transgre  s- 
sed the  usual  bounds  of  parliamentary  practice.  To 
attempt,  in  a few  words,  or  in  a short  space  of  time, 
to  give  an  intelligible  account  of  it,  would  be  in 
vain.  In  the  end,  however,  the  difficulty  was  ad- 
justed, by  the  intervention  of  other  members,  more 
satisfactorily  than  during  a long  discussion  it  ap- 
peared likely  to  be.  And 

The  house  immediately  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Jan.  28.  The  motion  made  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Jarvis,  to  discharge  the  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  enlist- 
ment of  boys  in  the  naval  service  of  the  U.  States, 
coming  up  as  the  unfinished  business,  was  consi- 
dered and  rejected. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported,  without  amendment,  the  bill  from  the  se- 
nate to  alter  the  times  of  holdi  ng  the  circuit  court  of 
the  United  States  in  the  state  of  Tennessee;  which 
bill  was  committed  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
house  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

[Mr.  Dunlap  expressed  his  desire  to  offer  an 
amendment  to  the  above  bill  providing  for  the  hold- 
ing of  a court  in  the  western  part  of  the  state  of 
Tennessee.] 

Also,  without  amendment,  the  bill  from  the  senate 
altering  the  times  of  holding  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  5th  circuit  and  district  of 
North  Carolina,  holden  at  the  city  of  Raleigh;  which 
bill  was  ordered  to  a third  reading  on  Monday. 

The  committee  on  revolutionary  claims  was  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  a number  of  pe- 
titions that  had  been  referred  to  them. 

After  some  other  business  of  a private  nature 
had  been  disposed  of,  Mr.  Dromgoole,  from  the  se- 
lect committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of 
the  president’s  message  as  relates  to  amending  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  together  with  all 
propositions  and  resolutions  submitted  at  the  last 
and  present  session  of  congress,  proposing  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution,  reported  in  pari  that,  ac- 
cording to  order,  they  have  had  under  consideration 
sundry  propositions  and  resolutions  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution  in  relation  to  the  election 
of  president  and  vice  president  of  the  United  States. 
Upon  examination  they  find  that  a report  on  this 
subject  was  made  at  the  last  session  of  congress  on 
the  30th  March,  1836,  by  a select  committee.  The 
joint  resolution  reported  by  said  committee  was 
twice  read,  and  committed  to  a committee  of  the 
whole  house  on  the  state  of  the  union.  No  further 
action  was  had  thereon,  and  the  said  repqrted  joint 
resolution  remains  on  the  calendar,  and  may,  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  house,  be  considered  in  said  com- 
mittee of  the  whole.  If,  therefore,  the  house  be 
disposed  to  act  on  this  subject  during  the  present 
session  of  congress,  your  committee  think  it  more 
advisable  to  consider  the  report  now  on  the  calen- 
dar, than  to  begin  de  novo.  Your  committee,  there- 
fore, submit  the  two  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  select  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  wms  referred,  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  all  propositions  and  resolutions  re- 
lating to  amendments  of  the  constitution  on  the 
subject  of  the  election  of  president  and  vice  presi- 
dent. 

Resolved,  That  this  house  will,  on  the  31st  inst. 
resolve  itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
joint  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the 
election  of  president  and  vice  president. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Dromgoole,  a divi- 
sion of  the  question  W'as  called  for  and  ordered  on 
the  passage  of  the  resolutions,  when  the  first  was 
concurred  in  and  the  second  disagreed  to — yeas  66, 
nays  83 — so  the  house  refused  to  go  into  committee 
on  the  said  joint  resolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vanderpoel  the  rules  were  sus- 
ended,  to  enable  him  to  otter  a resolution  that  the 
ouse  meet  hereafter  at  11  o’clock,  which  resolu- 
tion w'as  agreed  to. 

Some  business  of  minorimportancc  was  then  trans- 
acted, after  which  the  house  proceeded  to  the  order# 
of  the  day,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Jarvis,  pending  at  the  adjournment 
of  the  house  on  Saturday  last,  to  reconsider  the  vote 

by  which  the  bill  for  the  relief  of Dade  had 

been  rejected. 

After  a further  debate  thereon,  the  motion  to  re- 
consider was  laid  on  the  table— yeas  89.  nays  63. 

The  engrossed  bill,  to  grant  the  Atchafalaya  rail 
road  and  banking  company  a right  of  w'ay  through 
the  public  lands,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  pass- 
ed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer 
Breed  was  read  the  third  time,  and  after  debate,  and 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— FEB.  4,  1837— CONGRESS. 


359 


sundry  motions  to  adjourn,  which  were  rejected, 
the  bill  was  passed — yeas  85,  nays  53. 

And,  thereupon,  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  Jan.  30.  The  house  met  at  eleven 
o’clock,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  Saturday  last;  and 
there  being  no  quorum  present,  Mr.  Howell  moved 
a call  of  the  house.  On  that  motion  Mr.  Granger 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered, 
and  were — yeas  57,  nays  55.  So  the  call  was  or- 
dered. The  speaker  having,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Briggs,  ascertained  that  a quorum  was  present,  the 
house,  on  motion  of  Mr.  C.  Allan,  suspended  all 
further  proceedings  on  the  call;  and  the  jouinal  of 
Saturday  was  then  read. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  then  called  for  and 
presented  in  the  order  of  states  and  territories. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  he  had  in  his  possession  a 
number  of  petitions  in  relation  to  slavery;  some 
praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia;  some  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  territories;  some  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
and  the  internal  coasting  slave  trade;  and  some  for 
the  prohi  bition  of  the  exportation  of  slaves  to  Texas, 
or  to  the  dominions  of  any  foreign  power.  He  was 
under  the  necessity  of  presenting  these  petitions 
separately  and  distinctly,  as  they  came  partly  from 
his  constituents  and  partly  from  people  in  other 
parts  of  the  United  States.  He  asked  leave  to  ad- 
dress the  house  on  the  right  of  the  petitioners  to 
have  their  petitions  read.  He  wished  that  the  re- 
quest might  be  entered  on  the  journals,  and  that  he 
might  have  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it 

Objections  were  made,  and  Mr.  Anthony  raised 
the  question  whether  it  was  in  order  to  ask  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  a matter  of  this  kind,  and  whe- 
ther, if  they  were  granted,  they  would  not  be  grant- 
ed as  matter  of  courtesy  and  not  of  right. 

Tne  speaker  said,  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts could  obtain  his  object  by  submitting  a mo- 
tion to  suspend  the  rule.  Mr.  Adams  said  it  was 
immaterial  to  him  as  to  the  mode  in  which  he  effect- 
ed his  object.  He,  therefore,  submitted  his  request 
or  motion.  Upon  which  motion  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  were — yeas 
44,  nays  124.  So  the  house  would  not  suspend  the 
rule.  Mr.  Adams  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Young  Men’s  Abolition  society  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  remonstrating  against  the 
recognition  of  Texas.  Mr.  A.  moved  that  it  be 
read,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  mo- 
tion. Mr.  Jarvis  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject 
on  the  table.  The  speaker  said  he  would  have  no 
hesitation  to  do  so,  under  the  rule  of  the  house,  if  it 
should  appear  that  the  memorial  contained  any  re- 
ference to  the  subject  of  slavery.  The  speaker then 
(having  looked  into  the  memorial)  pronounced  it 
to  contain  allusions  to  the  subject  of  slavery  and 
that  it  must  therefore  be  laid  on  the  table  without 
being  read.  Mr.  Adams  appealed  from  the  deci- 
sion, and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon. — 
Mr.  Adams  then  appealed  against  the  decision  of 
the  chair,  and  contended  that  when  petitions  were 
before  the  house,  the  member  presenting  had  the 
right  to  read  them:  the  chair  had  decided  against 
this  right;  against  this  decision  he  now  appealed. — 
The  speaker  said  that,  by  the  rule  of  the  house, 
every  petition  making  reference  to  the  subject  of 
slavery  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  He  had 
looked  into  this  petition,  and  was  clearly  of  the 
opinion  that  it  did  relate  to  the  subject  of  slavery. — 
Mr.  Adams.  I deny  it.  (Cries  of  “order,”  “order”). 

The  speaker  stated  the  question  before  the  house, 
namely,  it  had  been  decided  by  the  chair,  that  this 
petition  falls  under  the  rules  of  the  house,  by  which 
it  should  be  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table;  such  was 
the  decision  of  the  chair.  Against  this  decision 
an  appeal  had  been  made,  and  further,  the  yeas 
and  nays  had  been  called  for.  Mr.  Phillips  here 
rose  and  demanded,  before  he  could  vote  on  the 
question,  that  the  petition  should  be  read.  Mr. 
Robertson  moved  to  lay  the  petition,  the  appeal  and 
the  whole  subject  on  the  table;  which  motion,  after 
some  remarks  by  Mr.  Lauder  was  withdrawn,  and 
the  petition  was  read  by  the  clerk. 

Mr.  Hawes  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table.  On  which  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered;  and  were:  yeas  131,  nays  (52. 

So  the  whole  subject,  both  the  memorial  and  ap- 
peal, were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Adams  then  presented  in  succession,  thirteen 
nr  fourteen  additional  memorials  and  petitions,  on 
the  same  subject,  praying  against  the  coasting  slave 
trade,  the  exportation  of  slaves  to  Texas,  &c.  &c.; 
each  petition  was  immediately,  under  the  rule,  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

For  each  petition  Mr.  A.  moved  a reading;  which, 
under  the  rule,  was  refused  by  the  chair;  and  against 
each  decision  of  the  chair  Mr.  A.  appealed  to  the 
house. 

In  each  case  Mr.  Cushman,  of  N.  H.  moved  to  lay 
the  whole  subject  on  the  table,  and  in  this  manner 


the  whole  batch  of  petitions  was  summarily  and 
speedily  disposed  of. 

The  presentation  of  petitions  and  memorials  from 
the  remaining  states  was  then  completed. 

[A  memorial  of  certain  citizens  of  Kentucky,  in 
favor  of  aid  and  support  being  extended  to  the  Colo- 
nization society,  being  presented  by  Mr.  Calhoun, 
Mr.  Adams  moved  that  the  memorial  be  read;  which, 
having  been  done,  Mr.  A.  made  some  remarks  in  the 
view  that,  as  this  memorial  related  to  slavery,  it 
should  meet  with  the  same  treatment  which  his  own 
petitions  had.  Mr.  A.  moved,  therefore,  that  the 
memorial  be  laid  on  the  table.  After  some  remarks 
from  Mr.  Mercer  in  favor  of  the  petition,  the  motion 
was  put,  and  lost  by  a great  majority  against  it. — 
The  petition,  therefore;  was  received  ana  lies  over.] 
[The  speaker  presented  to  the  house  a memorial 
from  W.  L.  Brent  and  Richard  S.  Coxe,  members 
of  the  bar  of  Washington,  preferring  charges  against 
the  hon,  Buckner  Thruston,  one  of  the  associate 
judges  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, for  alleged  official  misconduct,  praying  congress 
to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  matter,  and  give  a 
suitable  remedy.  The  memorial  was,  on  motion, 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  and  or- 
ed  to  be  printed.] 

The  remainder  of  the  session  was  occupied  in  re- 
ceiving resolutions;  among  those  of  a public  nature 
were  the  following: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  French, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office 
and  post  roads,  be  requested  to  enquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  requiring  the  postage  on  all  letters  sent 
by  the  express  mail,  to  be  paid  in  advance;  and  that 
the  committee  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  abol- 
ishing the  express  mail. 

And  be  it  resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the 
post  office  and  post  roads  be  and  they  are  hereby 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  extent  of  existing 
abuses  on  the  part  of  the  postmasters  in  renting 
letter  boxes  in  their  offices,  and  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  prohibiting,  under  adequate  penalties,  all  such 
practices. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mann,  of  New  York, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing the  laws  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  im- 
prisonment for  debt,  so  as  to  place  alien  plaintiffs 
upon  the  same  footing  as  citizens  of  the  several 
states,  in  respect  to  their  legal  remedies. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomson,  of  Ohio, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing a township  or  other  quantity  of  land  to  each  of 
the  states  of  the  union,  to  enable  them  to  erect  suit- 
able buildings,  and  to  print  or  purchase  all  necessa- 
ry books  for  the  instruction  of  the  blind  within  their 
respective  limits. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ingersoll, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  build- 
ings be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
completing  the  east  front  of  the  capitol,  by  providing 
suitable  statuary,  and  to  provide  a statue  of  Jeffer- 
son, to  be  placed  in  the  library  of  congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crary, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
an  appropriation  for  the  survey  of  the  falls  of  St. 
Mary,  with  a view  to  the  construction  of  a ship 
channel  between  Lake  Superior  and  Lake  Huron. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Crary, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  es- 
tablishing a surveyor  general’s  office  for  the  state 
of  Michigan.  Adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  31.  The  hon.  J.  C.  Alford,  a 
member  from  the  state  of  Georgia,  appeared,  was 
qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Russell,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  re- 
ported the  following  resolution;  which  was  agreed 
to  by  the  house: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  house 
be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  bills  for 
the  survey  of  certain  roads  and  rivers  therein  men- 
tioned, and  that  the  said  bills,  and  all  amendments 
to  them,  be  again  committed  to  the  committee  on 
roads  arid  canals. 

Mr.  Wardwcll,  from  the  committee  on  revolu- 
tionary pensions,  reported  a bill  explanatory  of  the 
3d  section  of  the  “act  granting  half  pay  to  widows 
or  orphans  where  their  husbands  and  fathers  have 
died  of  wounds  received  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,” passed  July  4,  185!6,  and  for  extending  the 
provisions  of  the  same;  v/hich  was  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  -committee  on  the  judicia- 
ry, reported  the  followic  ig  resolution,  which  was 
read,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved, , That  the  con  imittee  on  the  judiciary  be 
authorised  to  send  for  p ersons  and  papers,  and  to 


inquire  into  the  truth  of  the  charges  made  in  the 
memorial  of  William  L.  Brent  and  Richard  S.  Coxe, 
compliining  of  the  official  conduct  of  Buckner 
Thruston,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  circuit  court  of 
the  United  States  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Connor,  from  the  committee  on  the  post  of- 
fice and  post  roads,  reported  a bill  for  the  erection  of 
a building  for  the  post  office  department;  which  bill 
was  twice  read  and  committed. 

A number  of  bills  were  reported  from  other 
committees,  read  twice  and  committed,  when  the 
house  resumed  the  unfinished  business  of  the  morn- 
ing hour,  being  the  motion  heretofore  made  by  Mr. 
Bell,  of  Tennessee,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to  se- 
cure the  freedom  of  elections. 

Mr.  B.  said  that,  before  he  resumed  his  remarks, 
he  would  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  house  to  make  a 
statement  in  answer  to  an  article  which  had  appear- 
ed in  the  “Globe”  of  this  morning,  in  reference  to 
the  subject  under  discussion.  The  whole  of  that 
article,  in  the  motives  which  it  ascribed  to  him,  and 
in  all  material  points  of  fact,  was  an  infamous  ca- 
lumny; and,  if  the  time  of  the  house  had  permitted, 
he  could  demonstrate,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
house,  that  it  was  so. 

Mr.  B.  also  said  that,  in  justice  to  a gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Bynum),  to  whom,  in 
his  remarks  the  other  day,  he,  (Mr.  Bell),  had  al- 
luded as  getting  up  to  propose  a measure  for  the 
reduction  of  the  revenue  so  soon  as  it  was  discover- 
ed that  the  deposite  bill  of  the  last  session  would 
become  a law,  Mr.  Bell  had  always  understood  that 
that  was  a favorite  measure  with  the  gentleman, 
and  had  supposed  that,  in  offering  the  measure  at 
that  time,  he  (Mr.  Bynum)  had  mearly  seized  on 
that  which  he  had  considered  a fit  opportunity. 

Mr.  B.  then  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks 
in  illustration  of  the  objects  of  the  bill,  and  urging 
the  necessity  of  action  upon  it. 

Mr.  Bell  having  concluded  his  remarks,  Mr. 
Graves  obtained  the  floor;  when, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oambreleng,  the  house  passed 
to  the  orders  of  the  day.  Mr.  W.  Thompson  in- 
quired whether  the  business  first  in  order  was  not 
the  motion  and  resolution  pending  on  the  message 
of  the  president  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject 
of  our  relations  with  Mexico  and  the  condition  of 
Texas? 

The  speaker  said  that,  after  engrossed  bills,  &c. 
on  the  table  were  disposed  of,  that  subject  would  be 
first  in  order. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  to 
go  into  committee  on  certain  appropriation  bills; 
which  motion  prevailed. 

The  house  resolved  iteojfinto  a committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Craig,  of  Va. 
in  the  chair),  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  current  expenses  of  the  Indian  department,  and 
for  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with  the  various 
Indian  tribes,  for  the  year  1837.  Mr.  Cambreleng 
explained,  that  the  bill  was  essentially  different  in 
form  from  the  bill  of  last  year.  It  was  then  con- 
sidered, amended,  and  laid  aside. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Garland,  of  Lou.  the  com- 
mittee took  up  the  bill  to  establish  an  additional 
land  office  in  the  state  of  Louisiana;  and  no  amend- 
ment having  been  offered  thereto, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  committee  rose 
and  reported  both  the  bills  to  the  house.  The 
question  being  on  concurring  with  the  committee 
in  their  amendments  to  the  Indian  appropriation 
bill,  Mr.  Cushing  moved  that  the  house  adjourn; 
but  withdrew  the  motion,  to  enable 

The  speaker  to  present  a communication  from  the 
secretary  of  war,  transmitting  a statement  of  ap- 
propriations and  expenditures  for  the  year  1836,  and 
the  balance  remaining  in  the  treasury  on  the  31st 
December  last;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cambre- 
leng, was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  printed. 
And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cushing,  the  house  adjourn- 
ed. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  1.  A number  cf  petitions  were 
presented  and  several  bills  reported,  twice  read  aud 
committed;  when  the  house  resumed  the  unfinished 
business  of  the  morning  hour,  the  motion  hereto- 
fore submitted  by  Mr.  Bell  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  secure  the  freedom  of  elections. 

Mr.  Graves,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  ad- 
dressed the  house  in  reference  to  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  the  bill,  and  on  the  necessity  of  legislative 
action  for  the  application  of  proper  remedies  to  the 
evils  complained  of  in  the  preamble,  and  the  exist- 
ence of  which,  he  contended,  had  been  most  fully 
demonstrated. 

Mr.  G.  had  not  concluded  when,  the  hour  having 
elapsed,  the  house,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng, 
passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  current 
expenses  of  the  Indian  department,  and  for  fulfil- 
ling treaty  stipulations  with  the  various  Indian 
tribes,  for  the  year  1837,  coming  up;  and  the  ques- 
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tion  being  on  concurring  with  the  committee  of  i 
the  whole  in  the  amendments  made  thereto, 

Mr.  Cushing  addressed  the  house  at  length  in  re- 
ference to  the  general  policy  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States  towards  the  Indian  tribes. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Everett  in  relation 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  emigrating  tribes  had 
been  removed;  the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  to  comply  with  its  treaty;  and  the  frauds 
which  had  been  committed  upon  them, 

Mr.  E.  asked  for  the  reading  of  a letter  which 
had  come  under  his  knowledge,  subseqrent  to  the 
adjournment  of  the  house  last  evening;  and  which 
was  published  in  a paper  that  he  had  ascertained  to 
be  very  respectable. 

The  letter  is  an  extract  from  a gentleman  in  the 
west,  and  appers  in  an  Arkansas  paper.  It  refers 
to  the  removal  of  the  Creeks  by  the  contractors,  to 
their  destitute  condition,  their  want  of  proper  food 
and  clothing;  in  consequence  of  which,  many  of 
them  fall  behind  the  main  body,  and  perish;  andje- 
presents  the  scene  as  one  to  which  no  portion  of 
American  history  can  furnish  a parallel. 

Mr.  Parker  complained  of  the  entire  want  of 
specific  appropriations  apparent  in  this  bill,  as  com- 
pared with  the  bills  of  previous  years;  and  thought 
that  one  way  to  secure  the  effectual  fulfilment  of  the 
treaties  with  the  emigrating  Indians  would  be  to 
specify  the  particular  amounts  of  money,  and  the 
objects  to  which  they  should  be  applied.  He  mov- 
ed to  committ  the  bill  to  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  vvith  instructions  to  modify  and  amend 
the  same  by  striking  out  the  general  appropria- 
tions made  therein  for  the  several  tribes  or  nations 
of  Indians,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  specific 
appropriations,  and  the  specific  purposes  for  which 
the  money  was  required  and  said  to  be  due  by  the 
estimates,  and  to  which  it  was  to  be  applied. 

And,  on  this  motion,  Mr.  P.  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  Lawler  was  opposed  to  the  recommitment 
of  the  bill,  and  was  of  opinion  that  the  estimate 
was  so  perfectly  plain  in  all  its  details,  that  any 
amendment  which  might  be  necessaay  could  be 
made  in  the  house.  He  replied  to  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Everett,  and  contended  that  the  Creek  Indians, 
by  their  repeated  acts  of  hostility,  virtually  annulled 
the  treaty  which  had  been  made,  and  operated  a 
forfeiture  of  that  protection  from  the  United  States, 
which  they  would  otherwise  have  received.  In 
relation  to  the  statement  which  had  been  read  from 
an  Arkansas  paper,  the  details  therein  set  forth 
must  come  in  a more  authenticated  form  than  in  the 
columns  of  a newspaper,  before  he,  (Mr.  L.)  or 
the  house,  or  the  country,  would  giv«  credit  to 
them. 

Mr.  Holsey  resisted  the  motion  to  recommit,  and 
a long  debate  followed.  The  house  refused  to  sus- 
tain the  motion  of  Mr.  Parker,  and  concurred  with 
the  committee  of  the  whole  in  the  amendments; 
and  the  question  recurring  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  N.  Carolina,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  adding  the  following  as  an  additional 
section:  “And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  no  Indians 
shall  in  future  be  removed  by  contract  from  the 
east  to  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  river.” 

After  a few  remarks  from  Mr.  W.  in  favor  of  the 
amendment,  and  Mr.  Haynes,  in  opposition  to  it, 

Mr.  McKim  moved  the  previous  question;  which 
the  house  seconded. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now 
taken. 

Mr.  Parker  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question;  which  were  refused. 

And  the  main  question  beiug  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  a third  reading,  was  taken,  and  carried. 

And  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  resolv- 
ed itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union,  (Mr.  Casey  in  the  chair),  on  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  army 
for  the  year  1837. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  under  the  direction  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  reported  a series  of 
amendments  making  appropriations  for  certain  items 
in  the  ordnance  department,  &c.  which  were  agreed 
to. 

And,  no  other  amendment  having  been  offered, 
the  bill  was  laid  aside. 

The  committee  refused  to  take  up  the  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  certain  fortifications.  It 
then  rose  and  reported  the  army  bill  to  the  house, 
when  the  amendments  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole  were  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a third  reading  to-morrow. 

Several  motions  were  made  and  rejected,  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  with  the  view  of  taking  up  bills  not 
in  order.  Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  that  the  house 
adjourn,  but  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  request  of 


the  speaker,  who  presented  several  executive  com- 
munications— After  some  other  business  of  minor 
importance  had  been  transacted,  the  house  adjourn- 
ed. 

Thursday’s  proceedings. 

Iii  the  senate.  Mr.  Nicholas  presented  the  cre- 
dentials of  the  honorable  Alexander  Mouton , sena- 
tor elect  from  the  state  of  Louisiana,  vice  Mr.  Por- 
ter, resigned. 

Mr.  Mouton  then  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  the  petition  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Pottsville,  in  Pennsylvania,  protesting 
against  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  coal. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  might  take  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
press his  opinions  on  the  subject,  but  he  disapprov- 
ed of  the  practice,  and  he  might  hereafter  have  an 
opportunity  of  giving  them  if  the  bill  from  the  com- 
mittee on  manufactures  should  be  taken  up.  It 
might  not  be  so  imperative  on  him  to  do  this  as  the 
committee  on  finance  had  not  reported  in  favor  of 
any  reduction  of  this  duty. 

After  several  petitions  and  resolutions  had  been 
disposed  of,  the  senate  resumed  the  subject  which 
had  occupied  them  to  a late  hour  yesterday,  which 
was  the  hill  to  restrict  the  sale  of  the  public  lands 
to  actual  settlers.  Yesterday  was  occupied  in  a 
series  of  amendments,  some  of  which  were  adopted, 
and  others  not;  an  account  of  all  which  will  appear 
in  due  time.  This  day  Mr.  White  (of  Tennessee) 
brought  forward  a substitute  for  the  whole  bill, 
(after  the  enacting  clause),  containing  the  three 
leading  principles  of  pre-emption,  graduation  and 
taxation;  which  he  argued  at  length.  It  was  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Walker,  and  warmly  advocated  by 
Mr.  Sevier;  when,  about  four  o’clock,  without 
coming  to  any  action  thereon,  the  senate  adjourned. 

In  the  house  of  representatives.  Some  time  was 
spent  in  the  reception  ot  reports  and  in  the  conside- 
ration of  bills  for  the  relief  of  individuals,  after 
which  Mr.  Cambreleng  asked  the  consent  of  the 
house  at  this  time  to  take  up,  on  their  final  passage, 
the  two  engrossed  bills  making  appropriations  for 
the  current  expenses,  &c.  of  the  Indian  department, 
and  for  the  support  of  the  army,  for  the  year  1837; 
but  after  a brief  discussion  of  a point  of  order,  the 
house  refused  to  suspend  the  rules — yeas  113,  nays 
74,  not  two-thirds. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house,  by  ge- 
neral consent,  took  up,  on  their  final  passage,  the 
engrossed  bills  beforementioned. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  army  for  the  year  1837  was  read  a third  time 
and  passed. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  current 
expenses  of  the  Indian  department,  &c.  having  been 
read  a third  time,  and  the  question  being  on  its  final 
passage — 

Mr.  Grennell  arose  and  addressed  the  house 
against  the  passage  of  the  bill.  He  commented  at 
length  on  the  system  of  removal,  the  abuses  to  which 
it  was  liable,  and  the  abuses  which  actually  existed, 
and  contended  that  every  consideration  of  policy, 
justice,  and  humanity  demanded  a change.  Mr. 
Alford  replied  to  Mr.  G.  and  defended  the  measures 
that  had  been  adopted  for  the  removal  of  the  Indians, 
and  stated  that  the  Creeks,  about  whose  destitute 
condition  so  much  had  been  said,  were  better  or 
fully  as  well  clad  as  any  ladies  in  Washington.  Mr. 
Grennell  replied  to  Mr.  A.  after  which  the  question 
was  taken  and  the  bill  passed. 

The  rule  having  been  suspended,  the  house  took 
up  the  navy  appropriation  bill,  but  before  a final  de- 
cision was  had  the  house  adjourned. 


DEFENCE  OF  MAJOR  GEN.  SCOTT. 

Reported  for  the  National  Intelligencer. 

MILITARY  COURT  OF  INQUIRY. 

Frederick,  ( Md .)  Jan.  20. 

Present,  Major  gen.  A.  Macomb,  president. 
Brig.  gen.  Atkinson,  ) ■ . 

Brig.  gen.  Brady,  \ assoaato' 
Capt.  S.  Cooper,  judge  advocate. 

The  president  having  announced  the  court  in 
readiness  for  business,  general  Scott  rose,  and  re- 
quested the  reading  of  three  letters  directed  by  him 
to  the  secretary  of  war.  upon  the  subject  of  a court 
of  inquiry.  After  which  - 
Gen.  Scott  addressed  the  court  as  follows: 

Mr.  President,  and  gentlemen  of  the  court: 

When  a dogje  of  Genoa,  for  some  imaginary  of- 
fence, imputed  by  Louis  XIV,  was  torn  from  his 
government  and  compelled  to  visit  France  to  debase 
himself  before  that  inflated  monarch,  he  was  aske.d, 
in  the  palace,  what  struck  him  with  the  greates  t 
wonder  amid  the  blaze  of  magnificence  in  his  view  ? 
“To  find  myself  here!”  was  the  reply  of  the  indig- 
nant Lescaro.  And  so,  Mr.  President,  unable  as  I 
am,  to  remember  one  blunder  in  my  recent  opera- 
tions, or  a single  duty  neglected,  I may  say,  that  to 


find  myself  in  the  presence  of  this  honorable  court, 
whilst  the  army,  I but  recently  commanded,  is  still 
in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  fills  me  with  equal  grief  and 
astonishment! 

And  whence  this  great  and  humiliating  transition? 
It  is,  sir,  by  the  fiat  of  one  who,  from  bis  exalted 
station,  and,  yet  more,  from  his  unequalled  popula- 
rity, has  never,  with  his  high  displeasure,  struck  a 
functionary  of  this  government — no  matter  what  the 
office  of  the  individual — humble  or  elevated,  who 
wras  not  from  the  moment,  withered  in  the  general 
confidence  of  the  American  people.  Yes,  sir,  it  is 
my  misfortune  to  lie  under  the  displeasure  of  that 
most  distinguished  personage.  The  president  of  the 
United  States  has  said:  Let  general  Scott  be  tecalled 
from  the  command  of  the  army  in  the  field,  and  submit 
his  conduct  in  the  Seminole  and  Creek  campaigns  to  a 
court  for  investigation — and  lo!  1 stand  here  to  vindi- 
cate that  conduct,  which  must  again  be  judged,  in 
the  last  resort,  by  him  who  first  condemned  it  with- 
out trial  or  inquiry.  Be  it  so.  I shall  not  suppli- 
cate this  court,  nor  the  authority  that  has  to  review 
the  “opinion”  here  to  be  given.  On  the  contrary,  I 
shall  proceed  at  once  to  challenge  your  justice’  to 
render  me  that  honorable  discharge  from  all  blame 
or  censure  which  the  recorded  evidence  imperiously 
demands.  With  such  discharge  before  him,  and  en- 
lightened by  the  same  mass  of  testimony;  every  word 
of  which  speaks  loudly  in  my  favor — the  justice  of 
the  “commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy” 
cannot  hesitate.  It  must  acquiesce;  and  then,  al- 
though nothing  may  ever  compensate  me  for  the 
deep  mortification  I have  been  recently  made  to  ex- 
perience, 1 may  hope  to  regain  that  portion  of  the 
public  esteem  which  it  was  my  happiness  to  enjoy 
on  past  occasions  of  deep  moment  to  the  power  and 
glory  of  these  United  States  of  America. 

I.  The  failure  of  (my)  Florida  campaign. 

Permit  me  here,  Mr.  President,  to  offer  a prelimi- 
nary remark:  If  by  failure  the  common  idea  of  dis- 
aster, defeat  or  repulse  be  understood,  then  that  term 
does  great  injustice  to  me  and  the  brave  regulars 
and  volunteers  whom  I had  the  honor  to  command. 

Sir,  we  suffered  no  defeat,  check  or  repulse. — 
The  enemy  encountered  by  the  several  columns  and 
detachments,  were,  in  every  instance  beaten,  dri- 
ven and  scattered  beyond  the  reach  of  possible  pur- 
suit; and  if  we  had  chosen  to  imitate,  in  our  re- 
ports, the  example  of  many  others  engaged  in  simi- 
lar operations,  we  might,  no  doubt,  have  figured 
much  more  largely  in  the  public  journals.  But,  in 
every  instance,  as  far  as  I know  or  believe,  though 
our  affairs  were  numerous,  and  not  deficient  in  dan- 
ger and  brilliancy,  we  always  declined  substituting 
imagination  and  conjecture  for  ascertained  facts. — 
Perhaps,  by  the  discoveries  of  history,  the  high  re- 
putations gained,  before  and  since,  by  the  arts  allud- 
ed to,  may,  in  time,  be  brought  down  to  the  hum- 
ble level  of  myself  and  companions. 

It  is  true,  sir,  that  we  did  not  succeed  in  sending 
off  the  great  body  of  the  Seminoles  to  the  west  of  the 
Mississippi.  In  this  object,  ardently  desired  by  all, 
there  was  certainly  a failure,  and  the  same  thing 
may  be  said  of  the  summer  and  autumn  campaign 
which  followed,  although  the  commander  or  com- 
manders— for  it  seems  there  were  two,  governor  Call 
and  general  Jesup — had  the  benefit  of  the  knowledge 
of  the  country  and  the  enemy,  acquired  by  previous 
operations;  the  benefit  of  the  roads  recently  opened; 
the  plans  which  had  been  essayed  and  suggested; 
longer  time  for  preparation  and  operation;  an  aux- 
iliary Indian  force,  which  was  denied  me,  and,  above 
all,  the  power  of  inviting  the  enemy  to  surrender, 
and  of  holding  negotiations. 

With  this  great  power,  Mr.  President,  I was  not 
armed.  My  instructions  were  to  reduce  the  enemy  to 
unconditional  submission;  to  hold  no  parley,  no 
negotiation — not  even  to  say,  as  the  price  of  surren- 
der, that  kind  treatment  might  be  expected,  much  less 
that  the  beneficial  stipulations  in  the  last  treaty  in 
favor  of  those  Indians  should  be  carried  into  execu- 
tion by  the  United  States;  because,  sir,  any  such  as- 
surance, on  my  part,  would  have  been  a condition. 

Have  my  successors  in  Florida  the  “diplomatic” 
faculty  that  was  withheld  from  me?  If  the  letter- 
writers  in  the  newspapers  are  to  be  believed,  that 
faculty  has  been  either  expressly  conferred,  or  usurp- 
ed with  impunity.  It  would  seem  that  wheedling 
messages  have  been  sent  to  the  enemy  by  every 
body,  from  the  two  commanders  down  to  a captain. 
Still,  no  great  result  has  been  obtained,  and  now 
another  or  winter  campaign  has  been  for  some  time 
on  foot;  the  sole  director  of  which,  besides  all  the 
advantages  over  me  which  have  just  been  enumerat- 
ed, has  had,  from  the  beginning,  the  further  pros- 
pect of  ending  the  war  by  the  failure  of  the  enemy's 
ammunition,  and  the  known  wantoflong  persever- 
ance on  the  part  of  all  Indians. 

But  notwithstanding  all  those  advantages  it  would 
seem  that,  up  to  the  last  dates,  not  a Seminole  had 
been  sent  out  of  Florida  since  I caused  four  hundred 
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to  be  shipped  from  Tampa  Bay.  These,  it  is  true, 
were  called  friendly  Indians;  yet,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  awe  inspired  by  the  presence  of  the  army, 
and  some  little  decision  on  my  part,  this  detachment 
would  long  ere  this  have  been  merged  in  the  great 
body  of  the  nation. 

But  to  take  up  my  personal  movements,  my  ar- 
rangements, and  operations  in  the  chronological  or- 
der. 

Being  in  Washington  in  January,  1836,  on  other 
duties,  I was  on  the  20th  sent  for  by  the  secretary 
of  war.  I found  him  in  his  office  at  4 o’clock,  P. 
M.  I was  asked  when  I could  set  out  for  Florida, 
and  answered,  that  night.  I was  told  that  my  in- 
structions could  not  be  got  ready  for  me  so  early. — 
All  the  letters  (four  in  number)  from  gov.  Eaton 
and  general  Call,  dated  the  8th  and  0th  of  the  same 
month,  and  now  in  evidence,  had,  I think,  been  just 
received.  I foresaw  at  once  all  the  difficulties  and 
hazards  of  the  service  which  was  thus  assigned  to 
me,  and  an  immense  pecuniary  loss  that  I should  in- 
evitably sustain  if  not  in  New  York  in  a week  from 
that  time.  I had,  moreover,  the  highest  confidence 
in  the  judgment  and  abilities  of  general  Clinch,  in- 
dependent of  his  better  knowledge  of  Florida  and  of 
the  enemy  to  be  combatted.  I mention  these  cir- 
cumstances, Mr.  President,  to  show  that  I did  not 
solicit  to  be  sent  to  supersede  that  excellent  officer. 

I was  not,  however,  as  a soldier,  at  liberty  to  decline 
any  appropriate  duty  that  might  be  required  of  me, 
and,  of  course,  did  not  decline  this.  Accordingly,  I 
left  Washington  in  the  night  of  the  21st,  and,  not- 
withstanding an  accident  on  a rail  road,  by  which  I 
lost  twenty-four  hours,  this  court  will  find  me  ad- 
dressing a requisition  to  the  governor  of  South  Ca- 
rolina on  the  29th  from  Columbia,  and  at  Augusta 
the  30th. 

At  this  place  my  occupations  were  numerous  and 
important,  as  my  letter  book,  the  contents  of  which 
are  mostly  in  evidence,  will  show:  requisitions  for 
troops  addressed  to  the  governors  of  South  Carolina, 
Georgia  and  Alabama;  letters  to  the  governor  of  Flo- 
rida, to  generals  Eustis  and  Bull,  col.  Lindsay,  &c. 
&c.  besides  horses  and  wagons  purchased  for  the 
United  States  cavalry  and  the  general  baggage  train. 

On  the  2d  of  February,  it  has  been  seen  that  I sat 
out  for  Milledgeviile,  in  order  to  confer  with  the 
governor  of  Georgia,  according  to  my  instructions, 
on  the  subject  of  the  Creek  Indians.  Having  adopt- 
ed precautionary  measures  in  relation  to  the  latter, 

I returned  to  Augusta,  and  reached  Savannah  the  9th. 

Here,  again,  I was  incessantly  occupied  in  regu- 
lating, by  correspondence,  the  movements  of  the 
troops,  and  making  other  arrangements  for  the  cam- 
paign, till  the  20th,  and  might  have  been  usefully 
.there  so  engaged  for  a week  longer;  but  wishing  to 
be  nearer  to  generals  Clinch  and  Eustis,  with  a view' 
to  more  rapid  communications,  I reached  Picolata 
on  the  22d  of  February. 

At  this  time  gen.  Clinch  was  at  Fort  Drane,  with 
about  500  regulars  and  volunteers,  unmolested  by 
the  enemy,  but  not  in  strength  to  take  the  field  with 
any  prospect  of  advantage.  I had  written  to  him 
from  Savannah,  and  he  knew  of  the  heavy  reinforce- 
ments which  were  approaching.  Two  companies 
of  Augusta  volunteers,  under  captains  Robinson  and 
Bones,  had  already  reached  Fort  Drane,  and  are  in- 
cluded in  the  above  force.  These  two  companies 
did  not,  strictly,  make  part  of  the  Georgia  quota. 

Gen.  Eustis,  col.  Brisbane’s  regiment  of  South 
Carolina  foot,  and  a company  of  Columbia  volun- 
teers, under  captain  Elmore,  all  arrived,  by  water, 
at  St.  Augustine  about  the  15th.  This  independent 
company  (Elmore’s)  was  over  and  above  the  quota 
called  for  from  South  Carolina;  but,  like  Robinson’s 
and  Bones’,  it  went  through  the  campaign  with 
zeal  and  distinction. 

With  the  volunteers  under  his  command,  and  a 
few  companies  of  regulars,  gen.  Eustis  soon  gave 
tranquillity  and  confidence  to  all  the  inhabitants  be- 
tween the  Atlantic  and  St.  John’s,  whose  dwellings 
and  other  fixtures  had  not  been  previously  destroy- 
ed. No  devastation  was  committed  after  his  arrival. 

The  first  battalion  of  Georgia  foot,  under  major 
Cooper,  had  also  preceded  me  a few  days.  I found 
it  at  Picolata,  with  a company  of  regulars,  and  col. 
Bankhead  in  the  command  or  both. 

It  was  my  intention,  Mr.  President,  to  have  re- 
mained but  a few  days  at  Picolata,  merely  long 
enough  to  organize  the  service,  to  give  a fixed  plan 
of  campaign,  and,  on  the  arrival  of  some  additional 
troops,  wagons,  horses  and  arms,  to  have  commenc- 
ed operations.  The  court  has  seen,  in  part,  what 
embarrassments  kept  me  there  no  less  than  fifteen 
days. 

The  22d  of  February  I received,  through  general 
Clinch,  the  letter  to  him  from  gen.  Gaines,  dated  at 
New  Orleans  the  2d  of  the  same  month,  proposing  a 
plan  of  co-operation  between  the  two  generals;  which 
letter  confirmed  the  previous  rumor , that  a large 
force  was  to  be  expected  at  Tampa  Bay  from  New 


Orleans,  and  to  this  letter  there  is  a postscript,  by 
gov.  Eaton,  saying  that  a battalion  of  250  Floridians 
would  sail  in  two  days  from  St.  Mark’s,  for  the  same 
destination.  To  prevent  too  great  a concentration 
of  troops  at  Tampa,  I instantly,  by  express,  desired 
gov.  Schley  to  keep  at  home  the  second  battalion  of 
Georgia  foot  that  was  about  to  proceed  by  the  Chat- 
tahoochee, Appalachicola,  and  the  gulf  to  that 
point.  Fortunately  my  letterreached  his  excellency 
just  in  time  toprevent  the  movement.  That  batta- 
lion was  discharged;  and  but  that  it  was  too  late,  I 
should  have  taken  a similar  step  in  respect  to  the 
Alabama  regiment,  which  col.  Lindsay  had  received 
my  instructions  to  raise  and  conduct  to  Tampa. 

To  show  the  apprehensions  which  gen.  Gaines’ 
letter  excited  in  me  at  the  time,  and  the  temper  in 
which  I spoke  of  his  movement,  I beg  leave,  Mr. 
President,  to  embody  an  extract  of  my  letter  to  gen. 
Clinch,  dated  the  25th  of  February: 

“The  movement  from  New  Orleans,  although 
highly  worthy  of  praise,  under  the  circumstances, 
[the  massacre  of  Dade’s  detachment,  and  general 
Gaines’  necessary  ignorance  of  the  measures  of  go- 
vernment], may,  if  it  should  lead  to  a premature 
advance  from  Tampa,  be  productive  of  a result  the 
most  unfavorable.  If  the  advance,  for  example, 
should  fail  to  crush  the  enemy,  and  terminate  the 
war — and,  without  mounted  men,  1 suppose  such  re- 
sult can  scarcely  .be  hoped  for — the  enemy  may  be 
scattered  and  put  upon  his  retreat  to  the  south  east. 
To  follow  him,  in  such  retreat,  might  be  almost  im- 
practicable, and  to  prevent  the  escape  in  that  direc- 
tion, col.  Lindsay  has  my  instructions  in  detail.” 
The  court  has  seen,  Mr.  President,  how  soon 
those  prophetic  apprehensions  were  accomplished  ! 
Of  course,  I had  not  the  time  to  communicate  with 
gen.  Gaines  and  col.  Lindsay,  to  whom  my  instruc- 
tions had  been  addressed,  arrived  at  Tampa  after 
the  advance  of  that  general. 

The  very  next  day,  after  the  above  was  written, 
and  whilst  I was  in  the  act  of  reporting  to  the  adju- 
tant general,  for  the  information  of  government, 
among  other  difficulties,  the  means  I was  devising 
for  sending  further  supplies  to  Fort  Drane,  I receiv- 
ed from  gen.  Clinch  a letter  enclosing  one  from  ge- 
neral Gaines,  showing  that  the  latter  was  actually  at 
Fort  King  on  the  22d,  where  he  arrived  without 
subsistence,  and  instantly,  as  Clinch  reported  in  his 
letter,  called  lor  “nearly  all  the  provisions  at  Fort 
Drane,  intending,  with  that  supply,  to  return  to 
Tampa,  across  the  Wythlacoochee,  near  the  battle 
ground  of  the  31st  December!  I shall,  in  the  se- 
quel, notice  the  evidence  which  shows  that  general 
Gaines  knew  at  Pensacola  that  I had  been  ordered 
to  Florida,  and  that  he  learned  of  gen.  Clinch,  be- 
fore leaving  Fort  King,  that  I was  soon  expected, 
and  with  large  reinforcements. 

Before  the  receipt  of  those  despatches,  I knew 
that  there  were,  atFortDrane,  about  20,000  rations 
for  men,  and  expecting  to  send  thither  and  to  Fort 
King,  in  a few  days,  by  wagons  arid  boats,  (through 
the  Ochlawaha),  two  or  three  times  as  many  ra- 
tions, I had,  on  the  24th,  put  major  Cooper’s  bat- 
talion of  Georgia  foot  in  march  to  join  gen.  Clinch, 
intending  to  follow  with  the  first  company  of  mount- 
ed men  that  might  arrive,  and  one  was  then  daily 
expected.  Those  means  of  land  and  water  trans- 
ortation,  however,  not  being  as  yet  at  hand,  all 
ope  of  early  operations  was  now  frustrated,  and  I 
was  obliged  to  recal  major  Cooper’s  battalion,  then 
distant  two  days’  march  ovei  a wretched  road,  as  it 
was  easy  to  subsist  the  battalion  on  the  St.  Johns, 
and  infinitely  difficult  to  do  so  at  Fort  Drane. 

The  same  embarrassment  (the  arrival  of  the  troops 
at  Fort  King  from  Tampa)  caused  me  to  issue  the 
order  No.  4,  and  to  write  the  letters  of  February  26, 
and  March  1st  to  gen.  Clinch.  He,  however,  had 
no  means  of  sending  either  of  those  papers  to  gen. 
Gaines,  who,  I think,  had  marched  from  Fort  King, 
(twenty  miles  from  Fort  Drane)  on  the  25th  of  Fe- 
bruary. March  2d,  I learned  with  great  distress 
that  the  Ochlawaha  could  not  be  used  for  transport- 
ing supplies. 

From  a few  months’ disuse,  this  narrow,  crooked, 
and  shoaly  river  had  become  obstructed  by  fallen 
timber,  and  the  Indians  had,  at  Payne’s  landing, 
near  Fort  King, -destroyed  the  peculiar  boats  ex- 
pressly constructed  for  that  navigation.  We  were 
now  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  using  only  land 
transportation  for  about  seventy  tons  of  supplies,  and 
over  had  roads,  and  I had  not  ordered  all  the  wa- 
gons and  horses  which  1 should  have  required,  but 
for  a reliance,  to  some  extent,  on  that  river. 

A summary  of  my  embarrassments  in  respect  to 
the  means  of  transportation,  the  court  will  find  in 
the  fifth  paragraph  of  my  letter  to  the  adjutant  ge- 
neral, dated  March  9th.  Of  the  ten  or  fifteen  wa- 
gons therein  mentioned,  and  which  I learned,  offi- 
cially, at  Savannah,  were  ordered  to  be  shipped 
from  Baltimore,  by  the  quartermaster  general,  in 
January,  it  seems  by  the  deposition  of  capt.  Dim- 


mock  that  two  of  them  had  reached  Florida  in  Fe- 
bruary, six  about  the  11th  of  March,  and  two  got  to 
Savannah  about  the  4th  of  May. 

As  early  as  the  26th  of  February,  I had,  however, 
requested  gen.  Clinch  to  send  down  all  the  means 
of  land  transportation  he  could  command.  The 
train  sent  arrived  at  the  point  opposite  to  Picolata 
the  second  of  March,  was  loaded  with  about  16,000 
rations,  and  other  essential  supplies,  and  despatch- 
ed for  Fort  Drane  the  6th.  The  delay  in  this  ope- 
ration was  caused  by  the  width  of  the  river,  and  the 
violence  of  a long  storm,  which  rendered  it  hazard- 
ous, and,  a part  of  the  time,  impracticable,  to  pass 
over  the  supplies  to  the  wagons.  The  train  was 
slightly  augmented  by  wagons  and  horses  which 
had  arrived  principally  from  Charleston,  via  St.  Au- 
gustine. 

As  a proof  of  the  extreme  tempestuousness  of  the 
weather,  major  Gates,  with  a battalion  of  three  com- 
panies of  regulars,  was,  at  this  time,  more  than 
eight  days  in  coming  from  Savannah  to  Picolata,  in 
a good  steamer,  which  ordinarily  made  the  trip  in 
less  than  three  days. 

A company  (Kenan’s)  of  Georgia  mounted  men 
arrived  opposite  to  Picolata  the  26th  of  February. 
With  this  company  1 had  intended  to  march  imme- 
diately to  Fort  Drane;  but,  with  the  exception*  of 
its  gallant  captain,  2d  lieutenant  Huson,  and  (I 
think)  nineteen  men, it  refused  to  be  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  returned  home. 
Four  other  companies  of  the  first  battalion  of  Geor- 
gia horse  arrived  about  a week  later.  One  of 
them,  (Allen’s)  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three 
privates,  followed  the  example  of  Kenan's  compa- 
ny. Douglass’,  Malone’s  and  Sweeney’s,  from  the 
first,  showed  better  dispositions.  These  only  I was 
enabled  to  see,  having  at  the  hazard  of  life,  crossed 
the  river  in  the  storm  for  that  purpose;  when,  alter 
a short  harangue,  every  man  came  under  the  rules 
and  articles  of  war  with  loud  cheers.  The  well 
disposed  men,  both  of  Kenan’s  and  Allen’s,  gene- 
rally joined  those  companies  which  entered  the  ser- 
vice, and  it  is  due  to  the  disaffected  of  Kenan’s  to 
say  that,  having  seen  their  error,  every  man,  I be- 
lieve, nobly  served  in  the  subsequent  campaign 
(against  the  Creeks)  under  captain  Gaither.  It  is 
probable  that  many  of  Allen’s  men  did  the  same. 

The  2d  of  March,  I received,  through  general 
Clinch,  general  Gaines’ letter  to  him,  dated  the  29th 
of  February,  and  not  another  word  did  I hear  of  the 
troops  with  the  latter  general  till  the  9th  of  March. 
Duringthis  interval — nay,  from  his  arrival  at  Fort 
King,  the  state  of  my  mind,  or  generally  my  em- 
barrassments may  be  inferred  from  the  efforts  to 
hasten  the  train  loaded  with  subsistence,  and  from 
my  orders  and  correspondence,  w'hich  are  in  evi- 
dence, on  the  subject  of  gen.  Gaines’  movement. 

The  26th  of  February,  I wrote  to  gen.  Clinch — 
“1  have  heard  with  equal  astonishment  and  regret 
that  major  general  Gaines,  without  reference  to  my 
movements,  perhaps  in  ignorance,  possibly  in  defi- 
ance of  them,  should  have  made  a premature  move- 
ment from  Tampa  Bay,  and,  having  arrived  within 
twenty  miles  of  Fort  Drane,  should  have  called  for 
nearly  three-fourths  of  the  subsistence  in  deposite 
at  that  place,  and  on  which  I had  relied  for  the 
movement  of  the  right  wing,  in  concert  with  the 
other  parts  of  the  army.” 

****** 

“To  remedy  this  unexpected  embarrassment,  I 
send  you  two  copies  of  orders  No  4,  one  of  which 
you  will  despatch  to  the  commander  of  the  detach- 
ment from  Fort  Brooke,  (Tampa  Bay)  whoever  he 
may  be  with  all  speed,  and  limit  the  subsistence 
calied  for  from  Fort  Drane  according  to  the  inten- 
tion of  those  orders.”  * * * 

“Major  general  Gaines,  I presume,  will  have 
heard  of  the  order  which  ought  to  take  him  to  the 
Mexican  frontier;  if  he  should  prefer  to  remain,  he 
must  obey  my  orders.” 

Order  No.  4 (of  the  same  date)  directs  that  gene- 
ral Gaines’  detachment  should  remain  at  Fort  King 
until  further  orders;  that  current  subsistence  only 
should  be  issued  to  the  detachment;  directs  that  the 
peculiar  boats,  believed  to  be  at  Payne’s  Landing, 
should  be  sent  to  Picolata,  (or  to  meet  a steamer  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Ochlawaha,)  to  receive  subsistence; 
if  the  boats  could  not  be  sent,  the  troops  were  to 
march  without  delay,  to  Volusia,  on  the  St.  John’s 
whither  20,000  rations  were  about  to  go  up  in  a 
steamer;  and  the  detachment  was  enjoinpd  not  to  at- 
tempt any  offensive  movement,  except  so  far  as 
might  be  necessary  to  carry  into  execution  those 
my  orders. 

March  1st,  I again  wrote  to  general  Clinch:  “I 
regret  in  every  point  of  view,  the  premature  and 
unauthorised  movement  from  Tampa  Bay,  by  that 
general,  [Gaines],  and  the  very  awkward  and  re- 
sponsible position  he  has  placed  himself  in  by  his 
subsequent  march  from  Fort  King.”  * * » <qn 
any  event,  the  responsibility  of  his  movement,  0 
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actual  position,  is  his  own;  for  he  must  have  known 
as  early  as  the  10th  ultimo,  if  not  before,  that  I 
had  been  charged  with  the  general  direction  of  the 
war  in  Florida,  and  that,  by  interfering,  he  consti- 
tuted himself  an  interloper.  Even  if  you  had  suffi- 
cient stores  and  means  of  transportation,  I should 
command  you  to  send  no  subsistence  to  him,  unless 
to  prevent  starvation;  but  you  have  neither.  Let 
him,  therefore,  in  time  extricate  himself  from  the 
embarrassment  he  has  placed  himself  in  by  march- 
ing upon  Volusia,  where  1 have  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  20,000  rations,  sent  hence,  on  the  27th  ultimo, 
have  safely  arrived.  As  he  appears  to  have  his  re- 
treat open  to  him,  or,  in  no  peril,  to  prevent  his  tak- 
ing that  step,  you,  of  course,  will  make  no  detach- 
ment to  join  him.” 

This  letter  is  an  answer  to  one  received  by  ex- 
press and  which  enclosed  general  Gaines’  commu- 
nication to  general  Clinch,  dated  the  28th  of  Fe- 
bruary. 

In  a third  letter,  that  I caused  to  be  addressed  to 
general  Clinch,  March  2d,  he  was  told:  “If  major 

general  Gaines  should  fall  back  upon  Fort  King,  or 
•rane,  it  is  presumed  that  he  will  proceed  to  execute 
the  orders  of  the  government,  which  will  carry  him 
to  another  quarter.  In  that  event,  you  will  be  the 
senior  officer,  and  I am  instructed  by  major  general 
Scott  to  say  that  you  are  at  liberty  to  detain  the 
troops  from  Fort  Brooke  (Tampa)  at  either  of  the 
forts  mentioned — Drane  and  King.  Subsistence  will 
reach  you  in  five  or  six  days.” 

A fourth  letter  on  this  subject,  in  part,  was  ad- 
dressed by  me  to  gen.  Clinch,  dated  March  4th,  in 
which  it  is  said: 

“I  still  presume  that  major  general  Gaines  will 
be  obliged  to  fall  back  upon  Fort  Drane,  which  in- 
creases my  anxiety  to  send  the  wagons,  with  some 
additions,  loaded.  I would  prefer,  much,  that  the 
force  brought  with  him  were  back  at  Tampa  Bay, 
or,  rather,  that  it  had  not  marched  from  that  place; 
provided  that  the  movement  fails  to  crush  the  ene- 
my or  to  terminate  the  war.  The  worst  result,  next 
to  the  loss  of  that  fine  body  of  men,  or  a third  of  it, 
would  be  the  mere  success  of  driving  the  enemy  in- 
to the  lower  country,  where,  I suppose,  it  would  be 
almost  impossible  for  us  to  follow;  I mean,  below 
the  waters  of  Charlotte  harbor.  Hence  my  indig- 
nation that  an  isolated  attack  should  have  been 
made,  from  your  vicinity,  well  calculated  to  pro- 
duce that  result,  and  at  a time  when  you  knew,  and 
major  general  Gaines  must  have  known,  through 
you,  (and  before),  that  my  plan,  with  ample  means, 
was  to  move  simultaneously  upon  the  Wythlacoo- 
chee,  in  three  columns — from  Tampa  Bay,  the  up- 
per crossing  on  the  Ochlawaha,  and  Fort  Drane;  so 
as  to  make  it  impossible  for  the  enemy  to  escape 
into  the  lower  country.” 

“I  have  not  yet  supposed  that  maj.  general  Gaines 
has  not  his  retreat,  upon  Fort  Drane  or  King,  per- 
fectly in  his  power.  On  account  of  subsistence,  if 
he  can  cut  his  wray  through  the  enemy  of  Tampa 
Bay,  I much  prefer  that  his  force  were  there;  and 
when  I wished  him  to  march,  or  send  that  force  to 
Volusia,  it  was  because  it  could  be  infinitely  more 
easily  subsisted  there  than  at  Fort  Drane.  Should 
he,  however,  be  in  any  difficulty  in  operating  a retreat 
from  the  Wythlacoochee,  1 certainly  wish  you  to  afford 
'him  any  succor  that  the  slender  means  within  your 
reach  may  allow;  and  this,  doubtless,  you  would  ren- 
der without  any  special  permission  to  that  effect.  If 
the  force  return  to  Fort  Drane  or  King,  it  must  be 
subsisted  for  at  least  five  or  six  days  upon  means 
derived  from  this  place,  [Picolata],  whence  I now 
prefer  that  it  should  become  a part  of  the  right  wing, 
[your  command],  rather  than  take  that  quantity  of 
subsistence,  [from  you],  and  march  back  to  Tampa 
Bay.” 

And,  finally,  I caused  a fifth  letter  to  be  written 
to  gen.  Clinch,  March  6,  in  which  will  be  found 
this  paragraph: 

“Major  general  Scott  is  exceedingly  anxious  to 
hear  the  result  of  the  operations  on  the  Wythlacoo- 
chee. The  last  intelligence  from  that  quarter 
(through  you)  wras  only  to  the  29th  ult.” 

My  reports  on  the  same  subject,  addressed  to  the 
adjutant  general  for  the  information  of  government, 
dated  at  Picolata,  the  26th  and  28th  of  February, 
March  the  2d  and  6th,  are  to  the  same  effect,  all 
showing  the  embarrassments  and  delay  which  the 
isolated  movement  from  Tampa  upon  Fort  King 
and  the  Wythlacoochee  caused  in  my  plan  of  com- 
bined operations. 

In  the  notes  of  the  28th  of  February,  after  reca- 
pitulating many  of  the  facts  already  brought  into 
view,  among  them  the  arrival  of  gen.  Gaines  at 
Fort  King  with  1,140  men,  without  bringing  more 
rations  than  sufficed  for  his  march,  although  he 
came  from  Tampa,  where  the  amount  of  subsist- 
ence was  great,  after  noticing  his  having  drawn 
from  Fort  Drane  nearly  all  the  food  for  men  collect- 
ed there,  together  with  the  baggage  train  necessary 


to  transport  that  subsistence  to  him  at  Fort  King, 
and  which  train,  in  the  whole,  had  been  required  at 
Picolata  to  take  further  supplies  to  Fort  Drane,  the 
point  the  most  difficult  to  supply  in  or  about  the 
whole  theatre  of  operations,  I add: 

“It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing,  that,  to  re- 
establish my  plan  of  campaign,  viz:  to  move  simul- 
taneously from  Fort  Drane,  (or  Fort  King),  from 
Volusia  and  Tampa,  say  about  the  8th  of  March, 
the  great  difficulty  will  be  to  send  supplies  lor  the 
right  wing,  [Clinch’s  command],  and  the  bad  road 
from  Picolata  to  Fort  Drane,  65  miles,  has,  by  a 
heavy  rain,  which  has  now  been  falling  46  hours, 
been  rendered  infinitely  worse.” 

In  the  report  of  the  2d  of  March  to  the  adjutant 
general,  I said: 

“By  reference  to  the  map,  it  will  be  seen  that, 
even  if  major  general  Gaines  could  succeed  in  driv- 
ing the  enemy  from  the  Wythlacoochee,  there  is  no 
force  to  prevent  the  retreat  below  Charlotte  harbor, 
or  to  any  point  in  the  lower  [part  of  the]  Peninsu- 
la. A small  guard  only  was  left  [by  him]  at  Tam- 
pa; col.  Lindsay  will  not  be  in  position  in  time, 
and  gen.  Eustis  cannot  cross  the  Ochlawaha  earlier 
than  the  13th  or  15th  instant.  The  retreat,  it  will 
be  seen,  is  therefore  open  to  the  Indians.  In  this 
point  of  view  then,  it  would  be  better  for  the  pub- 
lic interests  that  the  Indians  should  drive  general 
Gaines,  than  that  he  should  drive  them.  The  war, 
in  fact,  would  be  forwarded  by  his  being  forced 
back  upon  forts  Drane  and  King.  In  truth,  accord- 
ing to  his  own  showing,  he  ought  to  have  fallen 
back  on  the  evening  of  the  28th,  or  the  morning  of 
the  29th  [of  February].  The  lives  which  he  has 
lost  have  promoted  no  end.  He  must,  I think,  still 
fall  back,  and  I wish  to  heaven  that  it  may  be  with- 
out further  loss.  Brig.  gen.  Clinch,  from  his  pre- 
sent want  of  wagons,  can  send  him  no  efficient  aid, 
and  the  wagons  cannot  be  back  [from  Picolata]  in 
four  or  five  days.  If  the  force  with  major  general 
Gaines  were  now  back  at  Tampa  Bay,  it  would  be 
in  its  true  position;  but  he  cannot  retreat  thither, 
for  it  will  be  seen  by  his  letters  [enclosed]  that  he 
has  not  the  means  of  passing  the  river  [Wythlacoo- 
chee] . He  found  the  enemy  where  all  my  arrange- 
ments presumed  the  enemy  would  be  found,  and  in 
the  position  the  most  favorable  to  us.” 

And  on  the  6th  of  March,  1 again  write  to  the  ad- 
jutant general,  on  the  same  subject,  thus: 

“Wo  intelligence  has  been  received  of  the  move- 
ments of  maj.  gen.  Gaines,  of  a later  date  than  his 
letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  a copy  of  which  has  been 
forwarded.  Lie  cannot,  therefore,  have  marched 
upon  either  Fort  Drane  or  King,  or  have  fallen  back 
upon  Volusia.  In  either  case,  I should,  doubtless, 
have  received  a further  report  of  him  from  brig, 
gen.  Clinch.  It  may  then  be  hoped  that  he  has 
beaten  the  enemy,  or  at  least  have  succeeded  in  ef- 
fecting his  return  to  Tampa  Bay.  In  this  state  of 
doubt  and  anxiety,  I know  not  how  long  I may 
have  to  remain.  "Yet  it  is  important  that  I should 
speedily  learn  what  has  become  of  his  column;  and 
particularly  whether  the  position  and  number  of  the 
enemy  have  been  materially  changed  by  its  opera- 
tions. 

“I  send  no  more  troops  for  the  present  to  Fort 
Drane,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  subsisting 
them  there.  If  maj.  gen.  Gaines  shall  not  fall  back 
on  that  point,  it  will  be  indispensable  to  wait  for 
captain  Wharton,  [with  his  company  of  United 
States  dragoons].  In  the  meantime  it  is  easy  to 
subsist  the  forces  here  and  at  Gary’s  Ferry.” 

The  9th  of  March  I reported  to  Washington  as 
follows:  “I  have  just  set  out  for  Fort  Drane  via 
Gary’s  Ferry,  on  Black  creek,  [just established  as  an 
army  depot]  with  two  companies  of  regulars,  [foot], 
and  intending  to  take  with  me  from  the  latter  place 
the  small  battalion  of  mounted  Georgians  (hereto- 
fore mentioned)  under  the  command  of  maj.  Doug- 
lass. Lieutenant  colonel  Bankhead  is  at  the  head 
of  the  first  detachment,  and  the  two  together  may 
make  a total  of  about  240.  But  even  this  small 
force  may  be  important  to  rescue  maj.  gen.  Gaines. 
I had  not  received  the  slightest  information  of  the 
operations  on  the  Wythlacoochee  (official  or  other- 
wise) of  a later  date  than  the  29th  ultimo,  up  to  this 
morning,  and  had  concluded  that  he  had  effected 
his  march  with  more  or  less  success  against  the 
enemy  upon  Tampa  Bay,  when  at  daylight,  the 
steamer  that  I am  now  in  arrived,  and  brought  the 
rumor,  which  is  confirmed  by  the  two  accompany- 
ing notes  from  paymaster  Lytle,  received  about  six 
hours  afterwards.  On  the  reception  of  the  rumor  I 
immediately  commenced  preparations  lor  this  move- 
ment; but  being  delayed  by  the  necessity  of  unlad- 
ing and  relading  the  boat,  I am  now  at  anchor  at 
the  mouth  of  Black  creek.  I hope  to  put  the  troops 
in  march  from  Gary’s  Ferry  early  in  the  day  of  to- 
morrow, and  to  reach  Fort  Drane  with  a small  es- 
cort the  day  following.  It  is  possible  that  even 
these  little  detachments  of  horse  and  foot  may  reach 


the  Wythlacoochee  in  time  to  render  a valuable  ser- 
vice.” 

The  parts  of  major  Lytle’s  notes  relative  to  this 
subject  are:  on  the  5th  of  March  he  writes  to  me, 
“I  have  been  directed  by  general  Clinch  to  inform 
you  that  your  communication  of  yesterday’s  date 
reached  him  at  this  place  [Fort  Drane]  after  he 
had  mounted  his  horse  and  was  on  the  move  with 
the  forces  under  his  command,  to  escort  supplies  to 
general  Gaines.”  * * * * “Colonel  Gadsden 

arrived  here  from  Tallahassee  on  the  4th,  (yester- 
day), and  accompanied  general  Clinch  this  morning 
to  the  Wythlacoochee.”  And  major  Lytle  says, 
“on  the  8th,  by  direction  of  general  Clinch  I open- 
ed your  communications  of  the  6th  instant,  which 
arrived  late  last  night  in  advance  of  the  wagons, 
[from  Picolata,  loaded  with  subsistence,  See.]  i'ou 
will  perceive  by  the  letter  of  the  5th,  that  general 
Clinch,  with  all  the  forces  at  his  post,  and  one  hun- 
dred mounted  men  from  the  vicinity,  bad  left  for 
the  Wythlacoochee  to  escort  a small  supply  of  cat- 
tle, ammunition,  Etc.  to  general  Gaines,  having  re- 
ceived the  night  before  a third  express  from  that 
officer.  No  word  has  been  received  from  either  of 
those  generals  since  the  5th.”  * * * * 

“N.  B.  The  amount  of  general  Gaines’  last  express 
to  general  Clinch,  dated  the  3d  instant,  was  merely 
copies  of  his  previous  letters,  with  a note  stating 
that  the  Indians  were  still  around  him,  but  little  or 
no  fighting  had  taken  place  since  his  last  commu- 
nication;” that,  it  is  presumed,  of  the  29th  of  Fe- 
bruary. 

I beg  the  court  to  observe  that  those  two  notes  of 
major  Lytle,  as  has  been  shown  in  evidence  reach- 
ed me  “at  the  same  moment”  at  Picolata,  about  me- 
ridian, on  the  9th  of  March. 

I shall  proceed  to  give  further  extracts  from  my 
report  to  the  adjutant  general  of  the  same  date, 
(March  9th). 

“I  am  aware  that  the  movements  I am  making 
may  be  condemned,  if  regarded  in  any  other  light 
than  a rescue,  as  premature.  In  war,  one  false 
step  drags  after  it  many  others.  General  G.  made 
an  isolated  and  unprovided  movement.  He  arrived 
at  the  Wythlacoochee  without  boats,  and  without 
tools  to  construct  them;  without  the  means  of  trans- 
porting wounded  men,  and  with  limited  subsistence. 
General  C.  was  soon  obliged  to  march  to  succor 
him,  and  I followed,  under  the  impression  that  I 
might  have  to  rescue  both.  Colonel  Goodwin's 
mounted  regiment  [of  South  Carolinians]  only  ar- 
rived at  St.  Augustine  last  night,  (or  this  morn- 
ing), and  consequently  the  left  wing  [general  Eus- 
tis’ command]  cannot  be  in  force  on  the  Ochlawa- 
ha, in  the  direction  of  Pelaklekaha,  earlier  than  the 
17th,  or  up  with  the  enemy  before  the  20th  instant. 
Colonel  Lindsay,  who  may  already  have  arrived  at 
Tampa  Bay,  cannot  operate  more  than  two  days 
march  from  that  place,  from  the  want  of  the  means 
of  transportation — major  general  Gaines  having 
taken  away  the  horses  which  were  there;  and  the 
basis  of  the  right  wing  [Clinch’s  command]  is 
merged  in  the  force  brought  by  that  general 
[Gaines]  into  the  field,  and  must  participate  in  his 
success  or  failure.  If  it  falls  back  with  him  on  Fort 
Drane,  it  must  suffer  great  loss,  and  if  it  follow  him 
to  Tampa  Bay,  it  [the  basis  of  the  right  wing] 
will  be  wholly  out  of  position. 

“In  this,  and  even  in  a greater  state  of  uncer- 
tainty, I have  been  held  since  the  26th  ultimo. — 
The  day  after,  I ordered  back  major  Cooper’s  bat- 
talion of  Georgia  foot,  to  prevent  starvation  at  Fort 
Drane;  and  though  daily,  from  that  time,  in  the 
expectation  of  receiving  from  Savannah  horses  and 
serviceable  wagons,  not  one  has  arrived.  The 
quantity'  of  subsistence  that  will  be  at  Fort  Drane, 
say  to-morrow,  will  only  be  that  sent  from  Picolata 
on  the  6th  instant,  viz:  17,497  rations  of  bread  ami 
flour;  11,000  rations  of  pork,  (with  beef-cattle  in 
the  neighborhood),  8,000  rations  of  beans,  some 
coffee,  vinegar,  Etc.  Etc.  and  the  troops  now  about 
to  proceed  [with  me]  perhaps  as  far  as  the  Wythla- 
coochee will  not  have  the  means  of  taking  with 
them  rations  for  more  than  six  days  [extra], 

“I  beg  leave  to  recapitulate  the  causes  of  my 
great  deficiency  in  means  of  transportation:  1.  Ti>c 
wagons  and  horses  which  I knew  brigadier  general 
Clinch  to  possess  early  in  February  have  been 
more  broken  down  by  hard  service  and  bad  roads 
than  I had  expected  to  find  them.  2.  J had,  upon 
what  was  considered  in  Georgia,  and  even  at  Pico- 
lata, the  best  information,  confidently  relied  upon 
the  use  of  the  Ochlawaha,  as  late  as  the  2d  instant. 
3.  No  bacon  has  arrived,  and  the  difference  be- 
tween it  and  porlcj  including  wood  and  brine,  is 
fifty  per  centum  against  the  latter.  4.  The  [two] 
horse  wagons  purchased  at  Charleston  and  Augus- 
ta, by  assistant  quartermasters  L’Engle  and  Peyton, 
are  generally  poor,  and  many  of  them  unservice- 
able. 5.  The  six  or  ten  wagons  actually  reported 
to  have  been  shipped  at  Baltimore,  in,  I think,  the 
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Arctic,  with  major  Gates,  were  all  left  behind.  6. 
Of  the  1.9,000  rations,  known  to  be  at  Fort  Drane 
about  the  25th  ultimo,  nearly  the  whole  have  been 
drawn  by  a force  not  expected  by  government  or 
myself  to  appear  in  that  quarter;  and  7.  Not  a 
horse  for  the  baggage  train,  left  by  me  at  Savannah, 
or  which  I have  since  ordered  to  be  purchased  by 
assistant  quartermaster  Diinmock,  has  arrived  in 
Florida.”  ******* 

“Instructions  have  been  left  behind  me  to  send 
forward  rations,  should  the  means  of  transportation 
arrive  in  time  and  the  troops  already  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Picolata — major  Cooper’s  and  the  re- 
maining company  of  major  Gates’  battalion.  I 
have  also  desired  brigadier  general  Eustis  to  order 
to  Fort  Drane  two  companies  of  colonel  Goodwin’s 
regiment,  and  a further  order  will  go  back  in  this 
boat  to  lieutenant  Dimmock,  on  the  subject  of 
horses  and  wagons. 

“Some  rifles  and  the  tents  arrived  this  morning 
at  Picolata;  but  colonel  Goodwin’s  regiment  had 
marched,  through  six  or  eight  storms,  without 
cover,  and  now  all  companies  in  march  are  to  be 
reduced  to  three  tents  each.” 

The  following  is  the  postscript  to  the  foregoing 
report: 

“Please  remark  that,  in  his  letter  to  brigadier 
general  Clinch,  dated  at  New  Orleans,  the  2d  ulti- 
mo, major  general  Gaines  speaks  of  ‘an  efficient 
co-opcration;’  promises  to  be  ‘in  readiness,’  at  Tam- 
pa Bay,  by  the  8th  of  the  present  month,  (Februa- 
ry) to  form  a junction  at  or  near  that  place,  with 
your  (Clinch’s)  command,  whenever,  and  as  soon 
as,  in  your  judgment,  your  force  shall  be  sufficient 
to  justify  the  movement,  and  concluded  by  saying 
— ‘A  sufficient  quantity  of  ammunition  and  provi- 
sions has  been  transported  to  Fort  Brooke  [Tampa] 
to  divide  with  you,  until  further  supplies  are  re- 
ceived. Yet  he  did  not  wait  till  the  brigadier  gave 
notice  that  he  was  ‘in  force;’  came  to  Fort  King, 
and  swept  nearlv  the  whole  of  the  subsistence  col- 
lected at  Fort  Drane.  A copy  of  that  letter  is  in 
your  [the  adjutant  general’s]  office,  and  I now  en- 
close one  from  governor  Eaton,  from  which  it  will 
appear  that  major  general  Gaines  knew,  at  Tampa 
Bay,  about  the  1-lth  ultimo,  that  I had  been  charged 
with  the  direction  of  this  war.  He  first,  heard  this 
at  Pensacola,  and  received  governor  Eaton’s  de- 
spatch at  Tampa,  as  I can  establish.  Hence  his 
haste  and  neglect  of  the  assurances  given  to  briga- 
dier general  Clinch,  his  isolated  attack,”  &c. 

Mr.  President — I am  not,  nor  desire  to  be,  the 
prosecutor  or  accuser  of  major  general  Gaines, 
either  before  this  or  any  other  court;  nor  before 
the  public.  In  respect  to  the  latter  tribunal,  I have 
not  published,  nor  caused  to  be  published,  a word 
against  any  human  being  whatever,  or  even  a word 
in  self-defence,  since,  at  the  latest,  I was  ordered 
to  Florida,  unless,  indeed,  two  simple  notes  of  ex- 
planation may  be  regarded  as  exceptions;  the  first 
in  May  la3t,  on  the  subject  of  a term  hastily,  and, 

I may  say,  accidentally,  applied  by  me  in  an  official 
report  to  the  volunteers  I then  had  the  honor  to 
command;  and  the  second,  written  for  publication 
a few  days  past,  repudiating  certain  language  which 
I saw  myself  reported  as  having  applied,  before 
this  court,  to  a high  political  functionary.  If  many 
of  my  official  reports,  written  in  the  field,  and 
transmitted  for  the  information  of  government,  have, 
at  Washington,  been  printed  in  whole,  or  in  part, 
the  act  was  done,  in  every  instance,  without  my 
knowledge,  or  the  expression  of  the  slightest  wish 
to  that  effect.  The  officers  of  my  staff,  sir,  so  far 
as  I know  or  have  seen,  have  been  equally  silent. 

And  what  outrages  have  I not  suffered  from  the 

ublications  of  others  during  this  period  of  silence? 

shall  speak  in  this  place  only  of  major  general 
Gaines.  I complain  not  that  he  and  his  staff  should 
occasionally  fill  up  a column  or  two  of  the  news- 
papers in  praise  of  the  hero  of  Camp  Izard.  But 
what  right  or  justice  was  there  in  the  outbreaks 
against  me  on  the  part  of  that  chief,  on  the  Wyth- 
lacoochee,  at  Tallahassee,  Mobile,  and  I know  not 
at  how  many  other  places?  Ail  these  effusions  of 
^y'een,  whether  in  the  form  of  orders,  speeches  or 
letters,  nave  been  carofully  obtruded  uii  the  public. 
I have  heard  of  many  of  those  melancholy  exhibi- 
tions, but  have  only  read  one — the  order  of  the  9th 
of  March,  turning  over  the  immediate  command  of 
the  troops  on  the  Wythlacoochee  to  brigadier  gene- 
ral Clinch.  It  is,  without  any  immediate  agency 
of  mine,  in  evidence  before  this  court.  In  that  pa- 
per I am  very  facetiously  denominated  “the  officer 
charged  with  the  diplomatic  arrangements  of  the 
war  department,”  approaching,  as  it  is  obliquely 
intimated,  only  to  receive  the  formal  surrender  of 
that  enemy  whom  he  had,  without  a sortie,  most 
strangely,  but  happily, -conquered  or  subdued! 

It  has  been  seen,  Mr.  President,  in  every  form, 
that  this  was  a slight  misapprehension,  to  which  the 
enemy  were  by  no  means  a party;  and  that  no  mi- 


litary or  diplomatic  blunder  of  mine  was  necessary 
to  resuscitate  a war  that  had  not  then,  nor  has  yet 
been  terminated.  It  would  be  superfluous  to 
quote  the  evidence.  It  abounds  on  the  records  of 
this  court,  and,  what  is  worse,  it  yet  abounds  in 
unhappy  Florida. 

The  judge  advocate  has  read  in  evidence,  fur- 
nished for  this  purpose  by  the  war  department,  the 
official  reports  written  by  me  at  the  time,  for  the 
information  of  government,  in  several  of  which 
major  general  Gaines’  movements  are  mentioned. 
Those  particular  reports,  in  common  with  the 
othqrs,  it  was  my  right  and  duty  to  make,  being 
charged,  at  the  time,  by  seniority  of  commission 
and  special  assignment,  with  the  chief  direction  of 
the  war  against  the  Seminole  Indians.  Several 
assages  of  that  part  of  the  testimony  have  already 
een  embodied  in  this  summary,  to  show  how  far  I 
was,  in  my  plans  and  operations,  hindered,  crip- 
pled or  defeated  by  the  movements  of  that  general. 
Without  departing  from  the  strict  line  of  defence 
that  I have  prescribed  to  myself,  and  which,  no 
doubt,  this  court  would  otherwise  have  imposed,  it 
remains  for  me  to  show  that  major  general  Gaines, 
in  his  operations  in  Florida,  so  far  as  they  embar- 
rassed mine,  constituted  himself  an  intruder;  that 
is,  that  he  came  into  the  field  in  his  own  wrong. 

It  has  been  seen  Mr.  President,  in  what  terms  of 
praise  (in  my  letter  to  general  Clinch  of  the  25th  of 
February),  I bore  my  humble  testimony  to  general 
Gaines’  movement  from  New  Orleans,  provided, 
that  in  violation  of  his  express  assurance  previously 
given  to  Clinch,  that  he  would  wait  for  a junction 
with  him  at  or  near  Tampa,  it  did  not  lead  to  a pre- 
mature advance  into  the  interior.  But  I then  did 
not  know  the  fact  so  cleverly  disclosed  in  captain 
McCall’s  letter,  republished  in  the  Army  and  Navy 
Chronicle,  (“whole  No.  84”)  which  has  been  verifi- 
ed, and  is  now  in  evidence. 

Captain  McCall  was  at  the  time  with  general 
Gaines,  and  his  acting  assistant  adjutant  general.  He 
says  in  his  letter,  that  “on  the  route,  and  within  two 
days’  march  (by  steam)  of  the  Indian  borders,  he 
(general  Gaines ) received  a notification  that  general 
Scott  had  been  ordered  to  repair  from  the  city  of 
Washington  to  Florida,  and  to  take  command  of  the 
troops  operating  against  the  Indians  in  that  quar- 
ter.” At  the  same  time,  he  [general  Gaines]  was 
informed  that  “the  state  of  affairs  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi might  soon  require  his  attention,  if  not  his 
presence,  in  that  quarter,”  and  he  was  directed  to 
“await  further  orders  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans.” 

The  point  “at  two  days  march  by  steam,”  from 
Tampa  Bay,  was  evidently  Pensacola,  where,  we 
know  by  governor  Eaton’s  letter,  above  noticed 
[incidentally]  that  general  Gaines  touched,  on  his 
way  from  New  Orleans  to  Tampa  Bay.  But  the 
captain  argues  in  the  same  letter,  and,  no  doubt  af- 
ter general  Gaines,  that,  had  the  latter,  “obeyed  the 
order  [received  at  Pensacola]  and  by  so  doing  left 
general  Clinch  in  expectation  of  a promised  co-ope- 
ration, to  extricate  himself  as  he  could  from  any 
difficulty  into  which  the  failure  on  the  part  of  gen. 
Gaines  in  preconcerted  movements  might  peradven- 
ture  have  thrown  him,  [Clinch]  it  is  difficult  to  say 
whether  the  historian  would  have  approved  or  con- 
demned general  Gaines.”  But  we  have  seen,  and  I 
have  probably  already  assigned  the  true  motive, 
that  the  “promised  co-operation”  and  “preconcert- 
ed movements”  commencing  with  "a  junction  at  or 
near"  Tampa,  was  not  observed  by  gen.  Gaines. 

The  captain’s  letter  continues— “and,  without 
general  Gaines,  the  volunteers  [the  Louisiana  re- 
giment] his  principal  force,  were  unwilling  to  pro- 
ceed; for,  before  they  left  New  Orleans  he  had 
pledged  himself  to  accompany  them  whithersoever 
they  went,  and  to  stand  by  them,”  be.  &c.  These 
again  are  evidently  general  Gaines’  own  pretexts 
for  his  intrusion. 

First.  The  unwillingness  of  the  Louisiana  regi- 
ment to  proceed  without  gen.  Gaines  to  command  it. 

Finding  at  this  place  captain  Thistle,  who  com- 
manded a company  in  that  corps  in  Florida,  from 
some  day  in  February,  to  the  end  of  its  term  of 
service,  I caused  him  to  be  interrogated  on  this 
point.  To  my  third  question  he  answered — “For 
my  part,  when  I was  raising  the  men  for  my  com- 
pany, I did  not  know  there  -was  such  a man  as  gen. 
Gaines  in  the  country.  Col.  Smith  and  [lieuten- 
ant] colonel  Lawson  I understood  were  to  com- 
mand. I speak  only  in  reference  to  my  own  com- 
pany, my  own  officers  and  men.  When  at  Pensa- 
cola, I never  heard  any  thing  of  the  kind  mention- 
ed, nor  did  I ever  hear  there  that  general  Gaines 
was  about  to  leave  us.  When  we  got  acquainted 
with  general  Gaines  the  officers  and  men  were  well 
pleased  with  him.” 

‘‘Question  4.  Did  your  regiment,  as  far  as  you 
know,  obey  with  equal  cheerfulness  every  officer 
of  superior  rank,  whether  of  the  regulars  or  volun- 
teers?” 


“Answer.  They  did  so.  1 never  heard  the  least 
murmur,  neither  among  the  officers  or  men,  nor 
the  first  word  of  dispute.  They  were  always  ready 
to  obey  orders,  botn  with  the  regulars  and  volun- 
teers, from  all  officers  placed  over  them.” 

The  same  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  regiment 
may  be  inferred  from  the  letter  of  its  commander, 
colonel  Smith,  to  captain  Shannon,  dated  at  Fort 
King,  Feb.  25th.  In  this  the  writer  says: 

“I  find  it  is  general  Gaines’  intention  to  go  down 
to  Tampa  Bay  by  the  scene  of  general  Clinch’s 
fight,  and  then  to  quit  Florida.  I would  wish  you 
to  say  to  gen.  Scott  that,  if  he  thinks  my  regiment 
can  be  of  use  to  his  operations,  I would  rather  re- 
main with  it  in  Florida  than  go  back  without  having 
seen  a fight;  though  to  tell  the  truth,  I would  rather 
have  the  fight  before  the  grand  army  comes  up.  I 
should  like,  therefore,  before  we  can  be  shipped 
back  from  Tampa  Bay,  to  be  ordered  on  some  ac- 
tive duty  by  general  Scott.” 

(Colonel  Smith  has  been  summoned  as  a witness, 
at  my  instance,  but  has  not  arrived.) 

Who,  Mr.  President,  would  infer,  from  the  spirit 
of  this  excellent  letter,  that  the  patriotic  Louisiana 
regiment  was  a body  of  vassals,  who  only  owed  al- 
legiance or  service  to  a particular  chief?  or,  rather, 
who  would  not  affirm  that  it  continued  in  the  field 
to  the  last  moment,  and,  in  the  language  of  captain 
Thistle,  “always  ready  to  obey  orders,  with  regu- 
lars and  volunteers,  from  all  officers  placed  over 
them?” 

(The  deposition  of  Mr.  Dyer,  the  commissary 
and  quartermaster  of  the  Louisiana  regiment  strong- 
ly supports  what  is  said  under  this  and  the  next 
head.) 

The  other  pretext,  as  we  learn  from  captain 
McCall’s  letter  is — general  Gaines  had  pledged  him- 
self to  accompany  the  Louisiana  regiment,  be. 

It  seems,  from  captain  Thistle’s  testimony,  that 
the  corps  was  raised,  in  part,  and  that  arrangements 
were  in  progress  to  complete  it  (no  doubt  by  his 
excellency  governor  White)  as  soon  as  the  news  of 
the  massacre  of  major  Dade  had  reached  New  Or- 
leans, and  before  it  was  known  that  general  Gaines 
was  in  that  part  of  the  country.  Colonel  Smith's 
letter  equally  excludes  the  idea  of  a pledge.  He 
speaks  of  general  Gaines’  intention  of  returning  to 
Tampa,  and  thence  embarking  for  New  Orleans, 
and  the  wish  of  himself  and  regiment  to  remain. — 
The  pledge,  therefore,  seems  to  have  been  a mere 
gratuitous  flourish,  made  without  any  moving  con- 
sideration, without  acceptance,  and  without  being 
known  or  remembered  in  the  regiment.  The  troops, 
both  regulars  and  volunteers,  might  very  well  have 
proceeded  from  Pensacola  to  Tampa  Bay  under 
colonel  Smith,  who  was  fully  qualified  to  direct  and 
command  them.  In  this  way,  sir,  I show  that  ge- 
neral Gaines  came  upon  the  theatre  of  operations 
as  an  intruder,  and  in  his  own  wrong. 

In  my  report  of  March  14th,  I said,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  government,  that  “I  have  every  reason 
to  hope  that  the  enemy  remain  nearly  in  the  same 
position  as  before  the  isolated  and,  therefore,  false 
movement  of  major  general  Gaines.”  An  adroit 
and  faithful  negro  spy,  the  same  who  had  “been 
sent  over  the  river”  by  general  Gaines  for  a like 
purpose,  was  again  despatched  to  ascertain  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  impression  so  reported;  but  this  spy 
never  returned.  We  afterwards  learned  that  he 
fell  under  suspicion,  and  was  confined.  The  im- 
pression, however,  was  universal  in  the  right  wing, 
[with  which  I marched)  up  to  its  passage  of  the 
Wythlacoochee,  as  is  stated  by  captain  Thruston, 
the  very  intelligent  chief  of  general  Clinch’s  staff. 
This  witness  says:  “I  did  not  entertain  a doubt 
myself  that  the  enemy  was  still  concentrated  about 
the  Wythlacoochee,  where  I believed,  and  think  it 
was  the  impression  of  others  who  had  the  best  op- 
portunities of  information,  that  the  women  and 
children  were  there  placed  by  the  enemy  for  secu- 
rity; that  they  would  defend  the  passage  of  the 
river  with  all  their  force,  as  they  had  done  when 
threatened  by  general  Gaines,”  [and  it  might  have 
been  added,  when  previously  approached  by  gene- 
ral Clinch— Dec.  31st]  “I  heard  no  other  supposi- 
tion than  that  there  we  should  be  resisted,  and  that 
there  the  principal  battle  would  be  fought.  That 
impression  continued  with  me  and  others,  and  I be- 
lieve generally  throughout  the  wing,  until  our  ad- 
vance had  landed  on  the  opposite  bank.  I will 
mention,  in  support  of  this  opinion,  the  fact,  that 
one  of  our  men  (a  black  wagoner)  was  cut  off  by 
a small  party  of  Indians,  said  to  be  five,  within 
eight  miles  of  Fort  Drane,  on  our  first  day’s  march.” 
According  to  my  report,  dated  the  12th  of  April, 
and  the  testimony  of  captain  Thruston,  general 
Clinch’s  column,  with  which  I marched  to  Tampa, 
passed  the  Wythlacoochee  (that  stopped  general 
Gaines)  with  but  little  molestation;  that  we  enter- 
ed and  scoured  the  Cove,  the  enemy’s  strongest  hold, 
to  its  head,  as  we  believed  at  the  moment,  and 
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without  encountering  a force  of  more  than  130. — 
Indeed,  in  the  whole  period  of  my  operations,  as 
may  be  seen  by  the  written  reports  made  to  me  by 
Clinch,  Eustis  and  Lindsay,  and  of  mine  to  Wash- 
ington, neither  of  those  principal  commanders,  un- 
der me,  at  any  time,  met  with  a larger  body  of  the 
enemy  at  any  one  place — that  which  attacked  colo- 
nel Lindsay’s  column,  on  its  last  return  to  Tampa 
Bay,  excepted,  and  which  was  estimated  at  about 
three  hundred.  By  the  term  principal  commanders, 
just  used,  I,  of  course,  do  not  mean  to  include  the 
officers  who  respectively  commanded  the  two  small 
posts  established  in  the  interior,  denominated  Forts 
Alabama  and  Cooper.  These,  from  the  enemy’s 
perfect  knowledge  of  his  own  most  difficult  coun- 
try, and  his  consequent  facilities  of  concentration, 
were  reported  to  have  been  repeatedly  attacked, 
and  by  several  hundreds  each  time. 

It  has  been  further  shown,  in  evidence,  that  the 
many  columns  and  detachments  under  my  orders 
traversed  an  immense  space  in  a short  period,  and 
visited  many  of  the  enemy’s  favorite  haunts  and 
strongest  holds,  and  I now  read  this  passage  from 
my  report  to  Washington  of  the  30th  of  April: 

“I  am  more  than  ever  persuaded  that  the  whole 
force  of  the  enemy,  including  negroes,  does  not 
exceed,  1,200  fighting  men.  It  is,  probably,  some- 
thing less.  Of  that  force,  I am  equally  confident 
that  not  500  have,  at  any  time  since  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities,  been  brought  within  the  same 
ten  miles  square.  In  all  our  operations,  within  the 
last  thirty  days,  [known  to  me],  we  have  not  found  a 
party  of  probably  more  than  130;  but  parties  of  from 
10  to  30  have  been  encountered  almost  everywhere. 
No  Indian  woman,  child  or  negro,  nor  the  trace  of 
one,  has  been  seen  in  that  time.  Those  non-com- 
batants, it  has  been  evident  to  us  all,  have  been  re- 
moved beyond  the  theatre  of  our  operations.  They 
were,  no  doubt,  even  while  the  parley  was  going  on 
with  gen.  Gaines,  on  the  7th  of  March,  moving  off 
to  the  south  east,  beyond  Peas  creek  and  lake  Top- 
kelika,  and  in  that  almost  inaccessible  region  they 
are  now  probably  concealed.  That  officer,  it  is 
said,  caused  Powell  and  his  chiefs  to  be  informed, 
by  way  of  inducing  them  to  accept  the  Wythla- 
coochee  as  a temporary  boundary,  that  large  armies 
were  approaching,  which  would  fill  up  the  Indian 
country,  and  crush  every  thing  in  the  way.  The 
wily  chiefs  profited  by  the  information,  sent  off 
their  families,  and  dispersed  their  warriors  into 
small  parties.  In  this  way,  Powell  expects  to  make 
good  his  threat,  viz:  that  he  would  protract  the  war 
for  three  years.” 

Except  on  the  supposition  of  this  extract,  how 
was  I,  Mr.  President,  to  account  for  our  not  find- 
ing, three  weeks  after  general  Gaines,  any  conside- 
rable body  of  the  enemy?  He  supposed  himself  to 
have  been  surrounded,  in  his  breastwork,  with  his 
1,000  or  1,100  men,  by  1,200  or  1,500  warriors. — 
What  had  become  of  them?  He  certainly  killed  but 
few, and  captured  not  one.  Whence,  then,  the  subse- 
quent dispersion?  My  supposition  is  rendered  more 
than  probable  by  captain  Hitchcock’s  letter  to  the 
hon.  Mr.  Lyon,  M.  C.  dated  Fort  Drane,  March  11, 
1836,  since  published,  and  now  in  evidence.  In 
this  letter,  the  captain  says,  “a  staff  officer  (him- 
self) was,  at  Fort  Izard,  sent  out  by  general  Gaines 
to  hold  a parley  or  negotiation  with  the  hostile 
chiefs,”  and  “in  the  plainest  language  to  tell  them 
the  exact  truth  as  to  the  force  ordered  into  the 
country  to  subdue  them;  that  additional  force  was 
expected  every  day;  that  the  time  was  near  when 
every  Indian  found  with  a ride  in  his  hand  would 
be  shot  down.  This  was  communicated  with  such 
explanations  as  were  deemed  necessary  to  give  it 
force,”  &c. 

And  what,  sir,  were  the  objects  of  that  parley, 
or,  “diplomatic”  transaction’  It  seems,  according 
to  the  published  letters  of  captains  Hitchcock  and 
McCall,  “that  the  Indians  did  not  wish  to  fight  any 
more,  but  they  wanted  him  [general  Gaines]  to  re- 
tire from  the  Wythlacoochee;”  and,  in  the  general 
narrative  of  captain  Thistle,  under  a question  put 
by  the  court,  this  witness  said:  “Captain  Hitch- 
cock and  anotherofficer  (adjutant  Barrow)  went  out 
and  held  a conversation  with  them  [the  Indians]; 
they  inquired  particularly  as  to  our  situation;  whe- 
ther we  had  provisions,  and  whether  we  had  brandy 
and  tobacco;  they  said  they  could  supply  us  with 
provisions  in  abundance;  that  we  could  fish  on  the 
river  bank,  if  we  chose,  and  that  they  would  fight 
no  more  if  they  were  permitted  to  keep  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  Wythlacoochee,  making  that  river 
the  boundary.” 

Was  this  the  language  of  a subdued  people,  hum- 
bly sueing  for  peace?  They  had  commenced  the 
war  without  owning  an  acre  of  ground  in  Florida: 
they  had  ceded  every  foot.  The  time  had  arrived 
for  their  emigration  to  the  west.  Sooner  than  quit 
their  natal  soil,  they  had  appealed  to  arms;  they 
had  massacred  a detachment  of  a hundred  men; 


they  had  held  their  country,  notwithstanding  the  | 
gallantry  of  Clinch  and  his  handful  of  troops  on  | 
the  31st  of  December;  they  had  even  held  general 
Gaines  himself,  with  his  strong  and  excellent  co- 
lumn, penned  up  under  their  fire  frcm  the  27th  of 
February;  they  had,  in  short,  glutted  their  revenge, 
conquered  the  country  up  to  the  left  bank  of  the 
Wythlacoochee,  gained  all  they  wanted,  and  felt 
themselves  in  strength  to  dictate  the  terms  of  peace. 
Hence  the  overture  to  make  the  Wythlacoochee  the 
future  boundary — to  treat  on  the  basis  of  the  ulti 
possidetis — each  party  to  hold  what  it  possessed; 
and,  accordingly,  we  find  capt.  Hitchcock  instruct- 
ed to  reply,  on  the  part  of  gen.  Gaines,  “that  if  they 
would  engage  to  cease  from  all  acts  of  hostility,  re- 
tire 30uth  of  the  Wythlacoochee,  and  promise  to 
attend  a council  when  called  upon  by  the  United 
States  commissioners,  they  should  not  for  the  pre- 
sent he  molested.”  Just  at  this  critical  moment, 
gen.  Clinch  arrived  with  the  needed  succor,  aDd  we 
hear  of  no  farther  negotiations! 

Well,  sir,  general  Gaines  now  left  the  theatre  of 
operations.  Near  Micanopy  he  met  colonel  Bank- 
head’s column  coming  up,  and,  as  the  latter  has  tes- 
tified, said,  “You  may  go  on,  colonel,  there  is  no- 
thing to  be  done  now,  it  is  all  finished.”  His  order 
of  the  9th  of  March,  boasting,  among  “the  import- 
ant objects”  he  had  “accomplished,”  that  “the  prin- 
cipal force  of  the  enemy  had  been  beaten  and  forc- 
ed to  sue  for  peace,”  preceded  or  accompanied  him. 
His  progress  towards  Tallahassee  and  Mobile  was 
one  continued  triumph.  But,  it  may  be  asked, 
what  had  all  this  self-felicitation  and  those  public 
gratulations  to  do  with  my  operations?  This,  Mr. 
President,  is  precisely  what  I am  about  to  show. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  two  of  the  columns, 
those  of  generals  Clinch  and  Eustis,  of  the  army  un- 
der my  command,  respectively,  from  Fort  Drane  and 
Volusia,  arrived  at  or  near  Tampa  Bay  on  the  5th 
and  6th  of  April,  and  the  third,  or  colonel  Lindsay’s 
column,  returned  from  the  interior  about  the  same 
time.  All,  much  harrassed  and  worn  by  long  and 
fatiguing  operations,  looked  to  this  great  southern 
depot  for  the  supplies  and  refreshments  so  greatly 
needed  to  enable  men  and  horses  to  return  to  the 
field.  To  give  some  idea  of  what  we  were  here 
doomed  to  experience,  I will  recallparts  of  my  offi- 
cial report,  written  at  Tampa  the  12th  of  April,  for 
the  information  of  government,  and  which  report  has 
been  given  in  evidence  by  the  judge  advocate. 

“My  disappointments  on  the  Gulf  have  been  as 
great  as  those  experienced  on  the  St.  John’s.  The 
latter  were  pretty  fully  reported  at  the  time,  &c. 

“Please  now  to  refer  to  my  joint  letter  to  the 
quartermaster  and  the  commissary  at  New  Orleans, 
dated  at  Savannah,  February  14,  and  acknowledged 
on  the  20th  of  the  same  month.  A copy  was  trans- 
mitted to  yon  for  the  information  of  the  proper  de- 
partments at  Washington.  The  letter,  it  will  be  seen, 
is  both  specific  and  urgent.  Yet,  instead  of  my  find- 
ing here  about  50,000  rations  of  hard  bread  and  about 
90,000  rations  of  bacon,  I found  but  12,740  of  the 
former,  and  21,600  of  the  latter!  Not  an  additional 
ration  of  either  has  arrived  since  I came.”  (Both 
the  quartermaster  and  the  commissary  here,  alluded 
to,  I have  caused  to  be  summoned  as  witnesses,  and 
neither  has  appeared). 

“Colonel  Lindsay  (the  report  continues)  had  re- 
quired for  the  use  of  his  column,  of  the  quartermas- 
ter at  New  Orleans,  a number  of  wagons  and  horses, 
and  not  one  has  been  sent.  Again,  the  sutler  (the 
person  next  in  importance  to  the  quartermaster  and 
commissary,  with  every  army)  left  this  place  more 
than  a month  ago  for  New  Orleans,  to  bring  back 
with  him  a large  supply  of  goods  for  the  troops  which 
were  expected  (here).  These  supplies  are  exceed- 
ingly wanted  by  every  officer  and  man.  But  the 
quartermaster  writes  that  he  hesitates  about  sending 
the  wagon.s  and  horses,  and  the  sutlpr  that  he  de- 
clines sending  his  stores,  because  each  has  heard  of 
general  Gaines’  triumphal  entry  into  Tallahassee — 
in  consequence  of  his  having  finished  the  war!  It  is 
presumed  that  the  commissary  at  New  Orleans  stop- 
ped the  shipment  of  hard  bread  and  bacon  for  the 
same  reason.”  (This  presumption  is  now  fact,  as 
shown  by  the  testimony  of  captain  Thistle.  Lieu- 
tenant Morris,  who,  at  Tampa,  had  the  letter  from 
Ids  brother,  the  sutler,  confirms  what  was  stated  by 
me,  in  the  report  of  April  12th,  in  respect  to  the  sut  - 
ler’s stores.  See  on  this  point  the  testimony  ol  cols. 
Lindsay  and  Bankhead,  and  for  the  sufferings  of 
both  officers  and  men,  from  the  want  of  shoes,  shirts, 
light  garments  and  groceries,  see  the  testimony  of 
colonel  Lindsay,  Mr.  Depeyster,  and  captain  This- 
tle. In  respect  to  the  want  and  non-arrival  of  wa- 
gons and  horses  at  Tampa,  see  testimony  of  colonel 
Lindsay,  the  letter  of  captain  Shannon,  (chief  quar- 
termaster) the  deposition  of  Mr.  Newcombe,  late 
of  the  army  and  quartermaster  at  Tampa,  with  the 
letter  of  the  quartermaster  at  New  Orleans  to  him 
annexed).  My  report  of  the  12th  of  April  continues: 


“Capt.  Green,  of  the  cutter  Dallas,  was  at  Talla- 
hassee when  maj.  gen.  Gaines  arrived  at  that  place. 
He  had  been  ten  days  soliciting  permission  to  go  and 
make  a survey  of  tne  mouth  of  the  Wythlacoochee. 
On  renewing  his  application  to  some  one  of  the  terri- 
torial government,  he  was  told  the  war  was  over.  We 
have  now  to  make  the  survey  for  the  expedition  that 
has  been  mentioned  [which  sailed  under  maj.  Read 
the  17th  or  18th  of  April].  These  are  new  disap- 
pointments and  vexations  I have  been  doomed  to  ex- 
perience.” 

This  statement,  given  in  the  report  from  roemorv, 
has  been  fully  sustained  by  the  testimony  of  captain 
Green  before  this  court,  with  this  important  addition; 
the  captain  would  probably  have  ascended  the  river, 
having  provided  the  necessary  means. 

But,  Mr.  President,  to  a question  put  by  the  court, 
gen.  Clinch  replied,  “I  am  of  opinion  that  the  move- 
ment of  gen.  Gaines’  command  through  Florida  did 
not  materially  affect  the  operations  of  maj.  general 
Scott.” 

Sir,  no  one  entertains  a more  sincere  respect  and 
regard  for  this  most  excellent  commander  and  citi- 
zen than  I do,  and  I am  sure  the  w hole  army  regrets 
his  retirement  to  civil  life.  His  opinion  is  always 
entitled  to  great  weight,  and  hence,  mainly,  the 
overwhelming  facts  which  I have  just  embodied,  and 
which  otherwise  I might  have  left  scattered  over 
your  voluminous  documents  and  minutes,  to  be  re- 
membered or  hunted  up  by  the  court. 

It  is,  moreover,  evident  to  me,  Mr.  President, 
from  the  reply  to  another  question,  also  propounded 
by  the  court,  that,  on  the  point  of  interference  with 
my  operations,  the  sound  mind  of  gen.  Clinch  was 
too  much  influenced,  at  the  moment,  by  the  narra- 
tive he  had  so  recently  given  of  the  neglects  shown 
him  by  the  war  department  prior  to  the  time  when 
I had  the  misfortune  to  be  ordered  to  Florida.  It  is 
true,  if  his  repeated  calls  for  troops  and  supplies,  and 
his  wise  admonitions  on  the  temper  early  manifested 
by  the  Seminoles,  had  received  but  hall  the  attention 
due  to  his  position,  this  still  raging  war  might  never 
have  bursted  upon  the  country.  Under  this  ruling 
idea,  the  witness  could  see  nothing  but  the  imputed 
errors  of  the  w’ar  department.  Whilst  that  was  on 
the  throne  of  his  mind,  all  the  subsequent  and  minor 
causes  of  failure  in  sending  the  Indians  out  of  Flo- 
rida sunk  into  comparative  insignificance.  Be  this 
as  it  may,  I put  in  concurrence  with  the  isolated 
opinion  of  gen.  Clinch,  on  the  subject  of  general 
Gaines’  interference  with  my  operations,  the  groat 
body  of  facts  already  detailed,  and  the  opinions  of 
witnesses  of  no  less  intelligence  and  respectability. 
See  the  deposition  of  colonel  Gadsden,  the  chief  of 
my  staff,  who  had  marched  with  gen.  Clinch  to  the 
succor  of  gen.  Gaines,  3nd  who  knew  more  of  Flo- 
rida and  the  Seminoles  than  perhaps  any  three  indi- 
viduals with  the  army;  and  see  the  testimony  of  col. 
Bankhead,  who  marched  with  me  from  l’icolata  to 
Fort  Drane,  where  he  came  under  the  command  and 
continued  with  general  Clinch.  The  strong  opi- 
nions expressed  on  this  point  by  the  two  colonels, 
like  the  opposing  one  given  by  gen.  Clinch,  were  all 
elicited  without  a question  put  by  me. 

The  point  which  has  thus  been  rather  more  fully 
discussed  than  I had,  until  lately  intended,  was,  how  - 
ever, but  the  second  cause  of  the  failure  of  my  opera- 
tions to  send  out  of  Florida  the  great  body  of  the 
Seminole  Indians,  and  there  were  many  other  causes, 
besides  the  first  in  importance,  some  of  which  have 
already  been  partially,  though  but  incidentally  de- 
veloped. It  is  now  my  purpose  to  bring  rapidly  the 
whole,  in  the  same  connexion,  under  the  review  of 
the  court. 

Of  these  causes,  many,  as  will  be  seen,  are  close- 
ly united,  and,  in  the  descending  scale,  consequent 
upon  each  other.  For  these  reasons,  the  analysis 
and  the  enumeration  will,  in  some  instances,  be  ra- 
ther difficult. 

1.  The  lateness  of  my  orders,  12  o'clock  in  the 
night  of  January  21,  with  notice  the  day  before  to 
hold  myself  in  readiness,  and  the  short  term  of  service 
of  the  great  body  of  the  troops. 

I do  not  mean  to  say,  Mr.  President,  that  any 
time  was  lost  by  the  war  department  in  putting  me 
in  motion  after  the  news  of  Clinch’s  affair  of  De- 
cember 31,  which  preceded  at  Washington  the  ac- 
count of  Dade’s  melancholy  fate  on  the  28th.  Nor 
shall  I stop  to  discuss  the  question,  why  had  not 
stronger  measures  been  taken  on  the  receipt  of 
Clinch’s  warnings  and  calls  for  reinforcements,  be- 
ginning in  January,  1835,  and  reiterated  October  8, 
October  17,  December  9,  and  December  16,  of  the 
same  year. 

We'll,  sir,  the  court  has  seen  that  I was  promptly 
at  Augusta,  where  I completed  my  calls  for  volun- 
teers or  draughted  men;  two  regiments  from  South 
Carolina,  one  of  horse  and  one  of  foot;  the  same 
from  Georgia,  and  one  of  foot  from  Alabama,  at  749 
men  per  regiment,  making  a total  of  3,700.  A fine 
spirit  was  abroad  iff  those  states,  and  great  exertions: 
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mads  in  each  to  supply  its  quota.  \et,  from  many  j 
unavoidable  causes — the  immense  spaces  to  be  tra- 1 
versed,  and  otiiers  which  I will  not  stop  to  enume- 
rate, but  not  one  of  which  can  be  charged  to  me 
instead  of  finding  myself  in  force,  at  Picolata  and  at 
Tampa  Bay,  as  early  as  the  29th  of  February,  as  I 
had  originally  flattered  myself  that  I might,  I arriv- 
ed in  Florida  on  the  22d,  much  in  advance  of  three- 
fifths  of  those  troops.  Only  the  foot  ot  South  Ca- 
rolina and  seven  companies  of  Georgia  had  preceded 
me.  The  Georgia  horse  began  to  arrive  about  the 
end  of  the  month,  the  three  companies  before  men- 
tioned, and  another  on  the  10th  of  March,  under 
captain  Nelson,  who  had  made  an  unparalleled 
march  from  the  north  west  corner  of  Georgia.  I 
ought,  in  my  previous  narrative,  to  have  stated  that 
this  fine  company  joined  at  Gary’s  Ferry,  and  added 
about  70  men  to  col.  Bankhead’s  little  column, 
which  set  out  with  me  for  Fort  Drane.  The  same 
day  col.  Goodwin’s  fine  regiment  of  South  Carolina 
mounted  men  reached  St.  Augustine  over  a long 
road,  through  rain  and  mud,  and,  like  Nelson’s  com- 
pany, without  tents,  and  without  a murmur.  The 
Alabama  regiment  under  col.  Chisholm,  and  major 
Read’s  battalion  of  Floridians,  arrived  at  Tampa 
Bay,  with  col.  Lindsay,  between  the  1st  and  10th 
of  March.  (It  has  been  seen  that  this  battalion 
had  not  been  called  for  by  me,  and  that  it  went  to 
Tampa  Bay  without  my  knowledge  at  the  time,  and 
against  my  wishes;  and  that  the  second  battalion  of 
Georgia  foot  was,  in  accordance  with  my  request, 
never" furnished.  Finally,  six  companies,  instead  of 
four,  to  make  up  for  the  defection  of  the  first  two, 
of  Georgia  horse,  arrived  at  Gary’s  Ferry,  via 
Middle  Florida  and  Fort  Drane,  about  the  10th  of 
April,  whilst  I was  at  Tampa.  These  six  com- 
panies were,  nevertheless,  mustered  into  service  in 
accordance  with  instructions  I had  left  behind,  and 
immediately  afterwards  discharged,  by  the  advice 
of  major  general  Macomb,  who  then  happened  to 
be  at  Picolata.) 

All  the  volunteers  called  for  by  me  were  muster- 
ed into  service  for  only  three  months,  according  to 
the  instructions  I had  received  from  the  war  de- 
partment; and  I suppose  that  the  president  of  the 
U.  States  has  no  authority  to  require  the  services  of 
militia  by  draughting  for  a longer  period. 

It  has  been  seen  that  I was  not  in  force  to  com- 
mence combined  and  efficient  operations  earlier 
than  the  10th  of  March,  and  by  this  date  the  mass 
of  volunteers,  owing  to  the  different  periods  of  ar- 
rival at  the  several  places  of  rendezvous,  and  conse- 
quent acceptances  by  muster,  had  only  about  60 
days  to  serve.  This  was  the  same  thing  nearly 
in  a system  of  combined  operations,  requiring  the 
services  of  the  whole,  as  if  none  had  bad  a longer 
time  to  serve;  and  all  had  been  from  home,  with 
slight  differences,  equally  long. 

But  let  notthese  movements  of  the  volunteers  ex- 
cite a smile  to  their  prejudice.  The  delay  in  their 
arrival  on  the  St.  John’s,  as  I have  said,  was  una- 
voidable, and  there  was  even  a greater  delay  in  the 
approach  of  three  companies  of  regulars  which  were 
ordered  to  embark  at  Baltimore  in  the  dead  ot  win- 
ter, and  with  the  mercury  in  the  thermometerseveral 
degrees  below  zero.  This  battalion  was  delayed 
by  ice  in  the  Chesapeake,  I know  not  how  many 
weeks,  anti  finally  reached  Picolata  on  the  6th  of 
March.  With  all  the  lights  of  the  quartermaster 
general,  ten  wagons  were  ordered  to  be  purchased 
and  shipped  from  Baltimore  about  the  same  time. 
Six  came  to  Florida  as  late  as  the  11th  of  March, 
two  earlier,  and  two  in  May!  Now,  if  I were  expect- 
ed to  make  long  marches  through  a savage  country, 
without  roads  or  bridges,  why  could  not  those  three 
comnanies  have  been  marched  to  Norfolk,  or  even 
to  Wilmington,  and  thence  embarked?  Time  would 
have  been  saved  in  either  case.  And  why  were 
not  the  wagons  shipped  from  some  port  not  obstruct- 
ed by  ice?  Again,  a detachment  of  United  States 
dragoons,  under  capt.  Wharton,  that  received  orders 
for  Florida  at  New  York  about  the  24th  of  January, 
was  delayed  several  weeks  in  that  harbor,  waiting 
for  its  arms  and  horse  furniture,  and  joined  me  at 
Fort  Drane,  (after  a short  passage  to  Savannah),  60 
days  from  the  reception  of  these  orders!  There  was 
no  delay  from  the  want  of  horses.  They  had  been 
purchased  by  my  orders,  and  placed  at  Savannah  as 
early  as  the  12th  of  February. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  Mr.  President,  that  those 
shipments  and  movements  were  not  made  under  my 
directions;  yet  I was  advised  of  them,  and  suf- 
fered embarrassment  from  not  earlier  receiving  the 
troops  and  Wagons. 

I have  said  that  I was  by  the  10th  of  March,  in 
sufficient  force  to  commence  operations,  and  that 
the  mass  of  the  volunteers  had  then  about  sixty 
days  to  serve — a part  more  and  a part  less.  This 
period  was  rather  more  than  was  necessary  for  the 
marches  and  operations  actually  made  under  my 
orders,  but  wholly  insufficient  to  enable  us  to  scour 


the  country  south  and  east  of  Peas  creek,  (the 
everglades),  even  if  the  lateness  of  the  season,  the 
sickliness  of  the  climate  in  those  regions,  as  early 
as  the  end  of  April,  and  other  causes,  which  will 
be  noticed,  had  not  interposed  insurmountable  ob- 
stacles. I ought,  therefore,  to  have  given  me  any 
prospect  of  success,  to  have  been  ordered  to  Florida 
several  months  earlier,  and  with  a force  of  a much 
longer  term  of  service.  He  who  now  directs  the 
war  in  that  quarter,  besides  other  advantages,  has 
had  more  time  for  preparation,  a better  season  for 
operations,  more  regular  troops,  and  volunteers  of 
a longer  period  of  service. 

In  respect  to  volunteers  for  ninety  days,  the  tes- 
timony of  gen.  Eustis  and  col.  Lindsay  is  strongly 
in  support  of  what  I urge  on  this  point. 

2.  The  unexjiected  intrusion  of  gen.  Gaines. 

This  was  the  second  cause  of  my  failure,  both  in 
point  of  time  and  importance. 

Now,  although  I considered  myself  in  strength  on 
the  St.  John’s  and  at  St.  Augustine,  to  commence 
forward  movements  as  early  as  the  10th  of  March, 
the  court  will  please  remember  that  my  general 
plan  of  operations  was  to  move  at  the  same  time,  as 
nearly  as  practicable,  from  Fort  Drane,  Volusia  and 
Tampa,  upon  the  great  body  of  the  enemy  supposed 
to  be  about  the  Cove  of  the  Wythlacoochee;  to 
march,  in  person,  with  Clinch,  and  to  give  instruc- 
tions to  Eustis  end  Lindsay  so  far  as  to  deviate 
from  that  approximation  of  the  three  columns  as 
to  pursue  any  considerable  body  of  the  enemy,  or 
any  considerable  fresh  trail  that  might  be  discover- 
ed. Hearing  of  general  Gaines’  intrusion,  and  see- 
ing that  a consequent  delay  was  inevitable,  I called 
back  a detachment  already  in  march  to  join  Clinch, 
and  through  the  latter  caused  Lindsay  to  be  advised 
of  that  delay,  least  he  should  make  an  isolated 
movement.  And  general  Clinch  has  testified  that 
a forward  movement  could  not  have  been  made, 
from  Fort  Drane,  earlier  than  the  26th  of  March,  (the 
day  on  which  he  actually  moved),  for  two  reasons: 
1st.  To  give  time  for  the  troops  which  had  been 
shut  up  in  Camp  Izard,  with  general  Gaines,  to  re- 
cruit themselves,  and  2d.  To  enable  the  last  train 
of  wagons  sent  to  return  from  Gary’s  Ferry  with 
the  subsistence.  The  answer  to  the  second  ques- 
tion put  to  captain  Thruston  shows,  more  in  detail, 
the  reduced  condition  of  those  troops.  Here,  then, 
was  the  cause  of  a considerable  delay — from  the 
10th  to  the  26th  of  March — less  the  time  necessary 
to  march  from  the  St.  John’s  to  Fort  Drane;  and 
Eustis,  in  the  mean  time,  instead  of  being  forced 
to  Volusia,  which  was  to  become  his  base  of  opera- 
tions, was  employed  in  scouring  the  country  be- 
tween the  St.  John’s  and  the  Atlantic,  as  far  as 
Tomoka  and  Volusia.  Lindsay  was  advised  of  this 
further  delay.  The  court,  too,  has  seen  that  it  was 
my  intention,  on  the  9th  of  March,  to  strengthen 
the  right  wing  by  troops  drawn  from  the  left,  if 
gen.  Gaines’  detachment  had  not  fallen  back  on 
Fort  Drane. 

3.  Insufficient  means  of  transportation. 

This  cause  of  failure  in  my  operations  has,  like 
the  one  just  noticed,  been  pretty  fully  developed 
in  the  former  parts  of  this  summaty.  I shall  there- 
fore, only  remark,  in  this  place,  that  the  means  of 
land  transportation  would  have  been  nearly  suffi- 
cient, notwithstanding  the  intrusion  of  gen.  Gaines, 
if  we  could  have  used  the  Ochlawaha  for  about  se- 
venty tons  of  supplies  (as  I had  expected  to  do)  up 
to  the  2d  of  March;  and  that  those  means,  even 
without  the  use  of  the  Ochlawaha,  would  have  been 
sufficient  by  the  12th,  but  for  that  intrusion.  The 
necessity  of  replacing  the  subsistence  drawn  from 
Fort  Drane  by  general  Gaines;  of  providing  for  a 
larger  force  than  was  expected  there;  of  transport- 
ing articles  of  subsistence  fifty  per  centum  hea- 
vier than  those  I had  early  and  specifically  called 
for,  both  from  the  St.  John’s  and  Tampa,  caus- 
ed our  wagons  to  be  overloaded,  the  horses  to 
be  overworked,  and  many  of  both  to  be  broken 
down.  The  court  will  further  remember  who  took 
from  Tampa  the  means  of  transportation  which 
were  there  early  in  February,  and  what  prevented 
the  arrival  of  new  means  from  New  Orleans. 

4.  Insufficient  supply  of  hard  bread  and  bacon  for 
marches. 

On  the  21st  of  January,  in  his  office,  the  com- 
missary general  of  subsistence  and  myself  fully  con- 
curred as  to  the  advantages  of  hard  bread  and  ba- 
con over  flour  and  pork,  on  marches.  Ten  days 
after,  in  a letter  to  the  adjutant  general,  I recurred 
to  this  subject,  and  required  on  the  St.  John’s  (at 
Picolata)  large  quantities  of  both  hard  bread  and 
bacon,  which  passage  of  my  letter,  according  to  re- 
quest, the  adjutant  general  duly  communicated  to 
the  commissary  general  before  the  10th  of  Februa- 
ry, as  the  former  reported  to  me  on  that  day. 

Now,  it  is  shown  by  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Locke, 
who  was  the  assistant  commissary  at  Picolata, 
that  the  quantity  of  hard  bread  which  had  arrived 


prior  to  the  march  of  Clinch’s  column  from  Fort 
Drane,  and  of  Eustis’  from  Volusia,  was  much  less 
than  was  wanted  for  those  columns,  although  I bad 
prohibited  the  issue  of  hard  bread  to  the  troops 
when  at  rest  on  the  St.  John’s.  The  deficiency 
was  made  up,  of  course,  in  flour,  of  which,  and  of 
pork,  our  supply  was  abundant;  and  the  testimony 
is  express,  that  not  a pound  of  bacon  reached  the 
St.  John’s  lrom  the  commissariat,  earlier  than  the 
15th  of  April,  when  all  the  columns  were  near  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Though  much  embarrassed  on  the  St.John’s,  and 
the  march  to  the  south,  by  the  want  of  those  par- 
ticular items  of  lood,  as  the  court  has  seen,  I have 
always  been  unwilling  to  suppose  that  the  chief  of 
the  commissariat  was  in  fault;  and  am  now,  since 
hearing  read,  before  this  court,  his  instructions  to 
the  agents  of  his  department  on  the  subject,  yet 
more  unwilling  to  impute  blame  to  him.  His  me- 
rits are  acknowledged  by  the  whole  army,  and  I am 
free  to  declare  that  I have  never  known  a better 
man,  or  a more  faithful  public  servant.  The  failure 
in  the  particulars  stated,  was,  however,  not  the  less 
embarrassing. 

Well,  sir,  the  army,  early  in  April,  was  compelled 
to  give  up  for  the  moment,  the  search  for  the  enemy 
and  to  march  upon  Tampa  Bay  to  seek  for  supplies. 
The  court  has  seen  what  orders  I had  given  to  the 
assistant  commissary  at  New'  Orleans,  in  respect  to 
this  depot;  the  large  quantity  expected,  and  the 
small  quantity  of  hard  bread  and  bacon  found  there, 
and  that  that  little  would  not  have  been  equal 
to  three  or  four  marches  of  the  army,  if  col.  Lind- 
say had  not  brought  with  him  a small  quantity  from 
Mobile. 

On  this  point,  the  testimony  of  lieutenant  Mor- 
ris, the  then  commissary  at  Tampa,  is  more  explicit 
than  even  that  of  general  Eustis  and  col.  Lindsay. 
And  the  reason  why  more  of  those  items  of  subsis- 
tence had  not  been  sent  from  New  Orleans,  is  also 
pretty  fully  shown  in  evidence.  The  then  commis- 
sary, at  the  latter  place,  was  duly  summoned  to  ap- 
pear here,  and  has  not  arrived.  Mr.  Locke  stated, 
in  his  testimony,  that  the  difference  in  weight,  ow- 
ing to  the  brine  and  wood  necessary  to  the  preser- 
vation in  w'arm  weather  of  pork,  is  fifty-one  per  cent. 
against  the  latter  in  favor  of  bacon.  This  difference 
is  known  to  most  marching  officers,  and  that,  be- 
tween the  ration  of  eighteen  ounces  of  flour  and 
twelve  of  hard  bread,  is  evident  to  all  the  world. — 
To  have  been  obliged  then,  as  we  were,  to  take  with 
all  the  columns,  in  their  several  marches,  nearly 
two-thirds  of  our  whole  subsistence  in  the  heavier 
articles,  was  the  same  thing  as  if  a large  portion  of 
our  otherwise  deficient  means  of  transportation  had 
been  captured  or  destroyed;  and  even  this  was  not 
the  only  evil  consequent  upon  that  necessity,  as 
will  be  presently  seen. 

5.  Heat  of  the  climate — badness  of  water — sickliness. 

From  the  lateness  of  the  season  into  which  we 
were  thrown,  from  the  causes  already  stated,  we 
found  the  heat,  even  before  the  20th  of  April,  so  op- 
pressive that  the  troops  could  not  execute  even  or- 
dinary marches,  from  this  cause  alone.  (Testimo- 
ny of  Clinch,  Eustis,  Lindsay  and  Thruston:  also, 
col.  Smith’s  report  of  his  expedition  up  Peas 
creek).  The  troops  had  still  to  wear  their  winter 
clothing  from  the  non-arrival  of  sutler’s  goods  at 
Tampa  from  New  Orleans;  the  sink  holes  or  ponds, 
on  which  both  men  and  horses  had  generally  to  re- 
ly for  water,  were  row,  many  of  them,  dried  up, 
and  in  the  others  the  water  was  tepid,  besides  be- 
ing filled  with  vegetable  matter  and  animalcula'. 

(Testimony  of  Clinch,  Eustis,  Thruston,  & c.)  Add 
to  these  causes  of  distress  and  disease,  the  swamps 
and  hammocks  which  were  traversed;  the  deficien- 
cy in  bacon,  to  which  the  volunteers  had  very  ge- 
nerally been  accustomed  at  home;  and  the  necessi- 
ty all  were  under  the  greater  part  of  the  time  when 
in  march,  to  eat  unleavened  dough,  partially  fried 
with  pork,  or  half  baked  before  camp  fires,  and  it 
will  astonish  no  one  to  learn  from  the  testimony 
that  we  had  very  many  individuals,  officers  and 
men,  who  could  neither  ride  nor  march.  The  only 
resource  was  to  crowd  them  into  wagons;  for,  in  a 
savage  country,  we  could  leave  no  one  behind. 

6.  Forage  and  grazing. 

At  St.  Augustine,  and  on  the  St.  John’s  as  high 
upas  the  depot  at  Volusia,  there  was,  on  the  requi- 
sitions of  general  Eustis  and  my  own,  upon  lieu- 
tenant L’Engle  at  Charleston,  and  lieutenant  Dim- 
mock  at  Savannah,  an  abundant  supply  of  both  corn 
and  hay,  and  there  was  no  positive  deficiency  in 
forage  round  Fort  Drane.  At  Tampa  we  again 
found  an  abundance  of  corn  and  hay,  with  a small 
quantity  of  oats,  all  supplied  in  compliance  with 
my  requisition  (as  I suppose)  upon  the  quartermas- 
ter at  New  Orleans.  The  corn,  however,  was  ge- 
nerally bad,  having,  probably,  been  sweated  on 
board  of  vessels.  The  good  was  mostlv  consumed 
at  Tampa,  during  a Test  to  recruit  the  horses,  of 
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eight  or  ten  days  at  that  place.  The  portion  issued 
for  renewed  operations,  was  generally  the  refuse, 
which  killed  some  horses  and  injured  more.  (De- 
position of  Mr.  Newcombe,  and  testimony  of  capt. 
Thruston), 

The  grazing  in  the  interior,  as  all  the  witnesses 
questioned  on  that  subject  have  testified,  furnish 
but  an  occasional  and  a slight  resource.  Hence 
the  court  will  not  be  surprised  that  general  Eustis 
caused  every  cavalry  horse  with  him  to  be  led  by  his 
owner  on  foot  the  last  sixteen  miles  of  the  march 
from  Volusia  upon  Tampa  Bay.  The  grazing  was 
but  little  less  bad  on  the  return  marches. 

But,  it  may  be  asked,  why  not  have  taken  more 
corn  with  the  columns  from  the  depot  which  fur- 
nished that  which  was  good?  If  our  trains  had 
been  doubled,  a sufficient  supply  could  not  have 
been  transported  even  if  there  had  been  good  roads. 
Let  any  gentleman  make  the  calculation  for  him- 
self to  see  how  many  wagons  would  be  required, 
for  example,  to  take  corn  enough  for  a thousand 
homes  lor  twenty  days,  including  the  consumption 
of  the  draught  horses  so  employed,  and  he  will  be 
astonished  at  the  result.  Again:  why  not  make 
every  rider  put  three  bushels  of  corn  in  his  saddle, 
and  lead  his  horse  for  seven  or  eight  days?  Regu- 
lar cavalry  may  be  compelled  to  do  this;  but  I know 
of  no  power  ol  persuasion  that  can  induce  any  body 
of  volunteers  whatever,  unless  it  be  under  the  high- 
est calls  of  patriotic  interest,  thus,  in  their  own  es- 
timation, to  degrade  themselves.  I made  the  pro- 
posal, and  although  I commanded  at  the  time  corps 
of  horse  composed  mostly  of  gentlemen  of  the 
highest  spirit  and  devotion  to  country,  I was  advis- 
ed not  to  issue  an  order  to  that  effect,  as  it  could 
not  be  enforced,  although  I pledged  myself  that  I 
would  do  what  I wished  to  require  of  others.  I 
then  reduced  the  quantity  of  corn  to  be  so  taken, 
in  my  order  No.  28,  and  it  is  in  evidence  that  con- 
siderably less,  about  an  average  of  three  pecks  only, 
was  actually  put  on  each  horse.  And  this  court 
will  readily  conceive  that  the  transportation  of  hay 
into  the  interior  for  the  consumption  of  even  two 
days,  was  wholly  out  of  the  question  with  march- 
ing troops,  as  well  on  account  of  its  bulk  as  its 
weight. 

From  the  foregoing  circumstances  it  resulted  that 
all  surviving  horses  arrived  at  Tampa  in  a bad  con- 
dition, and  returned  to  the  north  of  Florida  in  a 
worse,  as  is  shown  by  the  evidence. 

7.  Roads  and  bridges. 

The  only  road  within  the  theatre  of  our  opera- 
tions was  that  made  by  government,  connecting 
Fort  King  with  Tampa  Bay.  This  road  was  very 
partially  "followed  by  all  the  columns  under  my 
command.  Its  three  bridges  were  destroyed  by  the 
enemy  at  the  commencement  of  hostilities.  All 
the  other  routes  were  opened  by  the  columns  as 
they  marched,  and  the  streams  roughly  bridged  at 
the  same  time.  These  labors  were  difficult  and  in- 
cessant, as  may  be  supposed,  and  has  been  shown 
in  the  testimony  of  Eustis,  Lindsay  and  Thruston. 

8.  Want  of  an  auxiliary  Indian  force. 

The  court  has  seen  by  my  order  No.  13,  (March 
14),  that  I called  for  500  friendly  Creek  Indians,  to 
be  commanded  by  gen.  Woodward,  major  Watson, 
and  major  Flournoy.  The  first  two  have  been 
summoned  here,  on  this  and  another  important 
point,  but  have  not  arrived.  The  third  early  fell  in 
the  Creek  war.  Col.  Gadsden’s  deposition  shows 
the  importance  of  such  force;  and  my  successors  in 
Florida  have  had  the  benefit  of  the  suggestion.  It 
was  denied  me  by  the  agent  of  government,  and 
that  denial  not  even  rebuked  by  the  secretary  of 
war.  See  major  Hogan’s  letter  to  that  function- 
ary, and  his  reply,  dated,  respectively,  March  28 
and  April  12.  For  the  standing  and  qualifications 
of  the  two  majors,  named  by  me  to  bring  on  the 
Indians,  see  governor  Eaton’s  letter  to  me,  dated 
March  7,  and  general  Clinch’s  notes  of  introduc- 
tion. General  Woodward  is  too  highly  distinguish- 
ed, both  as  a commander  of,  and  against,  Indians, 
to  require  a word  of  support  in  this  place;  and  it 
will  be  seen,  in  the  agent’s  (major  Hogan’s)  letter 
to  me,  dated  the  1st  of  February,  that  he  thought 
he  could,  “in  ten  days,  raise  [me]  1,000  warriors, 
and  be  on  the  march  to  join”  [me], 

9.  Want  of  guides. 

Eustis  and  Lindsay,  as  shown  by  their  testimony, 
had  no  competent  guides,  and  could  obtain  none. — 
Clinch’s  column  was  rather  less  badly  provided  in 
this  respect,  yet  he  had  not  a guide  who  knew  any 
thing  of  the  intricacies  of  the  Cove — a Cretan  laby- 
rinth, held  from  the  knowledge  of  the  white  man, 
as  the  sacred  groves  of  the  Druids  were  interdicted 
to  all  but  the  initiated.  In  short,  all  the  difficult 
parts  of  Florida  were,  to  the  whole  army,  one  terra 
incognita.  Government  gave  me  no  topographical 
information,  nor  had  any  to  give;  and  the  booksel- 
lers’ maps  only  afforded  outlines,  filled  up  with  un- 
lucky guesses. 


10.  The  limited  time  for  active  operations.  r the  approbation  of  their  country.  Let  its  censure, 
From  preceding  causes,  and  deducting  the  time  | through  this  court,  fall  on  me,  and  me  alone,  of 
unavoidably  lost  at  Tampa,  the  columns  of  Clinch  that  army,  if  all  were  done  which  it  was  possible 
and  Eustis  were  actually  in  the  field,  beyond  Fort j to  accomplish  under  the  circumstances. 

Drane  and  Volusia,  only  about  twenty-two  days,  i Some  questions,  Mr.  President,  were  put  to  as 
The  testimony  of  both  Clinch  and  Thruston  many  witnesses  of  the  higher  ranks  who  have  ap- 
shows  that  I could  not  have  put  the  right  wing  in  peared  before  this  court,  to  ascertain  whether  I had 
operation,  from  Fort  Drane,  earlier  than  I did  (the  i failed  in  any  particular  as  a commander  in  Florida, 


26th  of  March),  and  Eustis,  with  the  left  wing,  \ in  point  of  judgment,  zeal  or  personal  conduct. — 
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crossed  the  St.  John’s,  at  Volusia,  about  the  same 
time,  to  approach  the  Cove,  by  the  way  of  Pelakle- 
kaha.  Clinch,  with  his  wing,  was  compelled  to  re- 
turn to  Fort  Drane  on  the  25th  of  April,  the  term 
of  service  of  a part  of  his  volunteers  having  alrea- 
dy expired,  and,  as  he  reports  to  me,  the  27th — 
“Men  and  horses  much  exhausted  by  sickness  and 
the  heat  of  the  weather.  Another  day’s  march 
would  have  occasioned  the  abandoning  of  a part  of 
the  train.  Fifteen  horses  and  mules  died  on  the 
road,  and  eight  more  turned  out  that  could  not  be 
got  along  by  leading.” 

Eustis,  with  the  left  wing,  (which  I accompanied 
from  Tampa)  was  in  like  manner,  and  very  much 
in  the  same  condition,  compelled  to  return  to  Volu- 
sia on  the  same  day — April  25th. 

Colonel  Smith  who  had,  with  his  regiment,  the 
Louisiana  volunteers,  been  detached  by  the  way  of 
Charlotte  harbor  up  Peas  creek,  about  the  12th  of 
April,  returned  to  Tampa  the  26th,  and  embarked 
for  New  Orleans,  according  to  orders,  where  the  re- 
giment arrived,  I think,  a little  after  its  term  of  ser- 
vice had  expired. 

The  battalion  of  Floridians  sailed  from  Tampa, 
about  the  17th  of  April,  for  the  Wythlacoochee,  on 
its  way  to  St.  Mark’s,  where  it  was  discharged.  I 
do  not  know  when  this  battalion  was  mustered  into 
service. 

The  centre  column,  under  colonel  Lindsay,  which 
at  first  included  major  Read’s  battalion,  arrived  by 
steam  from  Mobile,  at  Tampa,  was  the  first  of  the 
three  columns,  under  my  orders,  in  the  field.  On  the 
15th  of  March  he  put  himself  in  movement,  estab- 
lished the  post  on  the  Hillsborough,  23  miles  from 
Tampa,  called  Fort  Alabama,  as  a place  of  depo- 
site,  and  advanced  towards  the  Cove  as  far  as  Chi- 
chuchatty,  which  he  reached  about  the  24th — the 
letter,  advising  him  of  the  delay  in  the  movements 
of  the  two  other  columns,  having  reached  him  sub- 
sequently. 

This  column,  consisting  principally  of  the  Ala- 
bama regiment  of  volunteers  under  col.  Chisholm, 
and  several  times  changed  in  its  other  parts,  was 
also  the  latest  in  the  field,  by  a few  days.  By  my 
orders,  No.  38,  of  the  16th  of  April,  colonel  Lind- 
say was  instructed,  on  his  return  to  Tampa,  after 
my  departure,  to  make  any  further  movement,  with- 
in the  compass  of  his  forces,  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  campaign,  that  might  be  deemed  useful,  and 
then  to  cause  the  volunteers  with  him  (the  Alaba- 
ma regiment  and  an  independent  company  of  Loui- 
sianians, under  captain  Marks)  to  be  embarked 
for  their  respective  homes.  That  embarkation  was 
commenced  by  him,  according  to  his  report,  May 
the  2d — “the  rainy  season  having  set  in,”  and  it  be 
ing  deemed  “impossible  to  keep  the  field  with  bo- 
dies of  troops,  without  great,  and  for  any  object 
that  could  be  accomplished,  a wanton  waste  of 
life.” 

Thus  terminated,  Mr.  President,  active  opera- 
tions under  my  command;  and  if  from  the  causes 
assigned,  without  decisive  results,  at  least  without 
defeat  or  check,  as  without  dishonor. 

In  my  report  of  the  12th  of  April,  from  Tampa,  I 
spoke  in  terms  of  high  commendation  of  the  three 
principal  commanders  under  me — Clinch,  Eustis 
and  Lindsay.  Each  continued  to  the  last  to  deserve 
greater  praise  than  it  is  in  the  power  of  one,  under 
my  present  circumstances,  to  bestow.  I also  had 
the  benefit  of  colonel  Gadsden’s  assistance,  the 
chief  of  my  staff,  a volunteer  in  the  war,  a soldier 
and  a patriot,  who,  independent  of  his  particular 
knowledge  of  the  enemy  and  the  peninsula,  of  his 
services  with  me  and  on  prior  occasions,  is  endow- 
ed with  talents  and  virtues  which  give  him  high 
claims  upon  the  government  and  country.  The 
handsfull  of  regulars  who  were  with  me  in  the 
field  never  faltered  in  difficulty  or  dangers;  and  if, 
now  and  then  they  yielded  the  post  of  honor,  it 
was  purely  in  compliment  to  their  countrymen 
fresh  from  civil  life,  who  were  cherished  and  as- 
sisted on  every  occasion.  Those  patriotic  volun- 
teers of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Louisi- 
ana and  Florida,  were  no  doubt  (many  of  them) 
sometimes  inefficient  from  the  mere  awkwardness 
of  inexperience;  but  they  very  generally  brought 
with  them  to  the  wav  high  chivalry,  which  always 
inspires  the  wish  of  personal  distinction,  and  this 
was  frequently  and  nobly  obtained  by  individuals 
and  detachments. 

On  the  principal  commanders  and  the  troops 
which  were  under  me,  I have  then  only  to  invoke 


The  answers  were  direct  in  every  instance,  but  too 
complimentary  to  be  here  reproduced.  Let  them 
sleep  on  your  records.  They  may,  herealter,  per- 
haps be  read  by  those  who  will  not  be  made  to 
blush  for  their  parent. 

A word,  sir,  as  to  my  plan  of  campaign.  I be- 
lieve that  this  has  been  sufficiently  developed  in 
the  evidence,  and  embodied  in  this  summary.  It 
has  been  censured  by  a writer,  himself  an  old  offi- 
cer, and  who  delights  to  see  himself  in  print,  as  be- 
ing somewhat  European,  as  if  it  were  criminal  to 
import  professional  knowledge,  and  who  seemed  to 
think  that  generals  ought  to  make  war  without 
plans  of  any  sort.  This  vulgar  error  has  been  inci- 
dentally but  too  signally  rebuked  by  an  eminent  mi- 
litary critic  and  political  functionary,  to  be  further 
noticed  in  this  place.  I shall,  therefore,  here  sim- 
ply quote  the  opinions  of  two  younger,  but  better 
soldiers,  on  the  particular  plan  of  operations  by  me 
laid  down  and  pursued. 

After  exploring  the  country  to  a great  extent, 
and  learning  much  that  was  new  of  it,  and  the 
enemy,  general  Clinch  says  to  me  in  his  report 
(April  17th)  of  his  operations  returning  from 
Tampa  Bay,  “that  the  true  pla7i  of  operations  against 
them  [the  Indians]  will  be  that  first  designed  by 
you,  that  is,  by  a force  from  Pelaklekaha,  a force 
ascending  by  my  [late]  route,  and  a corresponding 
one  on  the  north  side,” — his  first  route.  This,  the 
court  will  perceive,  was  the  precise  plan  laid  down 
by  me  for  our  first  operations. 

Captain  Thurston,  who,  I knew,  in  March,  at 
Fort  Drane,  did  not  altogether  approve  of  the  plan 
of  campaign  I was  about  to  follow,  and  with  whom 
I did  not  again  converse  on  the  subject,  was,  when 
before  this  court,  at  a venture,  asked  by  me  this 
question: 

“17.  The  witness  became  acquainted  with  the 
general  plan  of  operations  projected  by  general 
Scott.  With  the  benefit  of  the  witness’s  subse- 
quent knowledge  of  the  enemy,  and  the  country 
occupied  by  him,  what  is  the  w itness’s  opinion  of 
that  general  plan  of  operations?” 

Answer.  When  I first  heard  general  S.  detail 
his  plan  of  operations,  I thought  that  he  had  taken 
more  than  necessary  precautions,  by  advancing  into 
the  country  with  three  columns,  from  different 
points  of  the  peninsula,  not  doubting  that  our  wing 
[Clinch’s]  of  the  army  would  bo  met  by  the  enemy 
in  force  on  the  Wythlacoochee.  Nor  did  I believe 
that  a nation  of  5,000  people  could  conceal  itself  so 
effectually  in  the  peninsula,  south  and  east  of  the 
Wythlacoochee,  that  they  could  not  be  found  by 
one  army  [column  or  wing].  My  subsequent  ex- 
perience taught  me  my  error,  and  to  consider  gen. 
Scott’s  plan  of  operations  as  the  true  one.” 

But,  Mr.  President,  it  has  been  objected  to  me 
that,  in  my  first  operations,  (towards  Tampa  Bay), 

I held  the  troops  in  masses  unnecessarily  large — of 
1,800,  1,700  and  1,200  men,  respectively.  Of  this 
I myself  early  became  persuaded.  But  in  connec- 
tion with  this  point  the  court  will  please  look  at 
that  part  of  colonel  Lindsay’s  testimony,  detailing 
the  remarks  and  advice  he  gave  me  at  Augusta,  at 
the  end  of  January,  183C.  1 regret  that  1 am  oblig- 
ed to  abridge  it  in  this  place.  Col.  Lindsay  had 
served  with  major  general  Jackson  against  a part  of 
the  same  Indians  in  the-  campaign  of  1818,  the 
“principal  object  of  which  was  (according  to  the 
witness)  to  drive  the  Seminoles  from  the  Georgia 
frontier,”  across  the  Suwanee;  that  “gen.  Jackson 
carried  into  the  field  a force  amounting  to,  perhaps, 
6,005  men.”  This  was  said  in  answer  to  my  8th 
question.  To  the  6th  the  colonel  had  previously 
said,  “the  country  east  of  the  Suwanee  is  infinitely 
more  impracticable  than  the  country  west.”  He  adds 
many  striking  differences,  all  against  our  trpops, 
and  it  is  known  that  general  Jackson’s  operations 
terminated  on  the  west  bank  of  that  river.  In  re- 
spect to  the  advice  given  on  the  subject  of  detach- 
ing, the  witness  said,  “I  believe  1 mentioned  to  gen. 
Scott,  that  I derived  that  advice  from  gen.  Jackson, 
who,  on  some  occasion,  when  I wanted  to  go  on 
detached  service  made  use  of  this  emphatic  expres- 
sion: ‘sir,  I never  detach  against  Indians.’”  And 
again,  in  the  same  campaign,  gen.  Jackson  observ- 
ed to  the  witness,  “that  he  never  detached,  or  suf- 
fered small  parties  to  march  through  the  Indian 
country.”  The  court  will  please  to  bear  in  mind  the 
official  relation  that  subsisted  in  January,  1836,  be- 
tween general  Jackson,  col.  Lindsay  and  myself; 
that  I never  had  been  in  the  interior  of  Florida;  that 
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gov.  Eaton,  in  his  letter  to  me  of  February  3, 1836, 
speaking  of  the  hostile  Seminoles,  said:  “Their  nu- 
merical force  cannot  be  less  than  3,000,  probably 
more;”  that  colonel  Lindsay  has  testified,  in  an- 
swer to  my  27th  question,  what  must  be  evident 
from  the  surface  of  the  country,  that,  from  disper- 
sion, the  enemy  had  great  facilities  of  concentra- 
tion, that  I had  seen,  before  the  columns  advanc- 
ed from  Fort  Drane  to  Volusia,  by  general  Gaines’ 
letter  to  general  Clinch,  dated  the  29th  February, 
that  the  writer  supposed  himself  to  have  been  sur- 
rounded in  Camp  Izard,  by  “not  less  than  1,500” 
warriors,  and  that,  although  he  had  from  a thousand 
to  eleven  hundred  good  troops  with  him,  I saw  that 
he  could  neither  pass  the  Wythlacoochee,  nor  ven- 
ture to  make  a sortie.  All  these  considerations  in- 
duced me,  Mr.  President,  to  hold  the  troops  under 
my  command,  in  three  columns,  until  I could  feel 
my  way  a little,  and  judge  for  myself.  When  I had 
satisfied  my  mind  that  there  were  not,  in  all  Flori- 
da, more  than  1,200  Indian  warriors,  probably  less: 
and  that,  of  that  force,  perhaps  not  500  had  been 
concentrated  at  any  time  in  the  war,  the  court  will 
find  that  I then  became  a little  bolder,  and  detach- 
ed, freely,  and  far,  in  all  directions;  and  it  is  grati- 
fying to  recall  that,  notwithstanding  all  the  bug- 
bears by  which  I had  been  for  a moment  frighted 
from  my  bent,  not  a disaster — not  one  defeat  ensued. 
I speak,  sir,  of  detachments  beyond  supporting  dis- 
tance; for  all  the  columns  were  habitually  subdivid- 
ed within  that  limit  in  searching  for  and  in  attack- 
ing the  enemy. 

The  first  of  these  distant  detachments  was  that  of 
340  men  left  under  major  Cooper,  only  twelve  miles 
south  of  the  Wythlacoochee,  and  which  gallantly 
maintained  itself  from  the  2d  of  April  till  the  18th, 
when  it  was  absorbed  on  the  return  of  Clinch’s 
column.  Major  Cooper  commenced  a work  for  de- 
fence, but  the  enemy  gave  him  no  leisure  to  com- 
plete it.  Gen.  Eustis,  approaching  Tampa,  brought 
liis  mounted  men  to  the  depot,  but  left  his  foot, 
from  the  5th  of  April  to  the  18th,  at  Camp  Shelton, 
under  brigadier  general  Bull,  sixteen  miles  in  the 
rear,  without  even  a breastwork  for  its  defence. — 
With  the  same  body  of  foot,  I myself  marched  to 
Fort  Alabama,  whilst  the  South  Carolina  horse, 
under  colonel  Goodwin,  was  on  the  distant  service 
of  searching  for  the  enemy,  about  the  head  of  Peas 
creek.  At  the  same  time,  colonel  Smith,  and  his 
Louisiana  volunteers,  fit  for  duty,  (about  200)  with 
small  parties  from  the  U.  S.  ship  Vandalia,  under 
lieutenant  Powell,  and  from  the  revenue  cutter  Dal- 
las, under  captain  Green,  scoured  the  lower  part  of 
that  creek  to  the  extent  of  about  60  miles  from 
Charlotte  harbor.  Colonels  Smith  and  Goodwin 
thus  visited  what  we  had  supposed  to  be  among  the 
favorite  haunts  and  strong-holds  of  the  enemy.  I. 
myself,  the  20th  of  April,  vvith  a single  company  of 
South  Carolina  horse,  marched  from  the  Big  across 
the  Little  Wythlacoochee;  again,  the  24th,  with  but 
two  companies,  I went  to  Volusia,  a day  in  advance 
of  Eustis’  column;  sent  a small  detachment  the  25th 
to  scour  the  country  east  of  Spring  Garden  lake, 
and  personally  proceeded,  with  colonel  Gadsden, 
captain. Canfield  and  lieutenant  J.  E.  Johnson  and 
seventeen  men,  in  a miserable  little  steamer,  to  ex- 
plore the  St.John’s  river  to  the  head  of  Lake  Mon- 
roe. Gen.  Clinch  and  colonel  Lindsay  also  made 
detachments  about  the  same  period,  and  I had  de- 
tached major  Read,  with  the  battalion  of  Floridians, 
by  water,  to  search  the  lower  Wythlacoochee,  as 
early  as  the  I7th. 

As  this  last  expedition  was  the  only  one  made 
under  my  command  that  failed  to  reach  the  destina- 
tion given,  and  to  accomplish  its  objects,  and  for 
that  reason  alone,  has  brought  upon  me  infinite  ob- 
loquy, I beg  the  court  will  pardon  me  for  dwelling 
upon  it  a moment. 

It  has  been  seen  by  the  deposition  of  Mr.  New- 
combe,  the  quartermaster  at  Tampa,  in  April  last, 
that  by  extraordinary  exertions  on  his  part,  and  not  a 
little  energy  on  mine,  ample,  and  even  extra,  means 
were  provided  for  maj.  Read’s  small  battalion  of,  per- 
haps, about  200  men.  First,  there  were  two  large 
and  one  smaller  schooner;  two  (instead  of  one ] cut- 
ters, under  midshipmen  Reid  and  Drake,  manned 
and  furnished,  at  my  request,  from  the  U.  S.  ship, 
Vandalia,  captain  Webb,  a large  scow,  in  pieces, 
with  mechanics,  nails,  oakum  and  pitch,  so  as  it 
might  be  put  together,  and  launched  in  two  hours, 
many  ship  boats  or  yawls,  and  pilots.  The  depo- 
nent, an  experienced  and  excellent  officer  declares, 
in  respect  to  the  sufficiency  of  these  means,  both 
for  transporting  the  troop  to  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
and  for  ascending  it — “I  did  not  doubt,  nor  do  I 
know  that  any  body  else  did — I do  not  think  major 
Read  himself  doubted,  although  he  attempted  to 
find  fault  with  the  means.”  (See  also  col.  Gads- 
den’s second  deposition). 

But  let  us  now  see,  what  use  was  made,  by  the 
major,  of  the  outfit  thus  furnished.  I shall  quote 


his  report  to  me,  which  is  dated  April  the  27th,  be- 
ing himself  near  the  mouth  of  the  Wythlacoochee, 
he  says: 

“I  despatched  all  the  small  craft  to  the  transports, 
with  orders  to  the  officers  in  command  aboard  of 
them  to  commence  debarking  the  men  as  fast  as 
possible.”  * * « » . 

“On  the  return  of  the  boats,  transporting,  as  I had 
ordered,  as  many  men  as  they  could  receive,  the 
morning  reports  of  the  officers  in  command  were 
handed  to  me,  by  which  the  frightful  picture  of  an 
increase  of  forty,  (40)  to  the  sick  list  in  less  than 
two  days  was  presented.  Special  communications 
from  the  surgeons  were  also  handed  me,  in  which 
the  most  horrible  consequences  were  predicted, 
unless  the  men  could  be  taken  forthwith  to  some 
place  where  medicines  and  good  water  could  be 
procured.  The  water  on  board  the  schooner  Caro- 
line, it  was  said  had  already  become  putrid.  Without 
going  a board,  I despatched  an  order  for  [the  trans- 
ports to]  hoist  all  sail,  and  to  proceed  with  the  utmost 
possible  despatch  to  St.  Marks,  the  nearest  port,  I 
remanded  aboard  the  detachment  first  ordered  to 
debark,  and  directed  a select  number  of  ten  to  join 
me  on  board  the  small  craft  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing the  reconnaissance  and  surveys,  which  I find, 
upon  persuing  my  order  more  carefully  than  at  first 
I did,  were  the  principal  objects  of  the  expedi- 
tion.” * * * * * “When  informed 

by  the  pilot  that  we  were  almost  at  the  mouth,  I 
went  myself  into  the  second  cutter  of  the  Vandalia; 
it  draws  less  water  than  the  other,  taking  with  me 
only  two  of  my  detachment.”  * * * * 

“When  I had  gotten  over  the  bar,  I proceeded  some 
two  miles  or  upwards,  to  within  a short  distance  of 
a large  smoke,  the  fire  that  afforded  which,  was, 
perhaps,  three  miles  distant.  I deemed  it  not  pru- 
dent to  go  farther,  and  caused  the  boat  to  return.” 
When  the  major  proceeded  to  St.  Marks  after  his 
battalion. 

Here,  I will  not  say,  Mr.  President,  why  all  this 
fire  and  haste?  But  I may  ask,  sir,  whence  all  this 
smoke  and  precipitation?  Some  parts  of  the  report 
are  doubtless,  as  obscure  as  others  are  strange.  For 
example:  When  the  major  heard  of  the  new  cases 
of  sickness,  how  many  well  men  were  left?  He 
does  not  tell  us.  The  water,  too,  on  board  of  one  of 
the  transports  had  suddenly  become  putrid,  and  the 
medicines  deficient.  How  so?  Why  not  have  gone 
on  board,  in  order  to  inquire  into  these  extraordinary 
matters  in  person?  And  was  there  no  good  water 
in  the  other  vessels,  or  in  the  Wythlacoochee,  at  the 
farthest,  within  nine  or  twelve  miles,  at  the  falls? 
We  have  seen  that  there  were  many  well  men  re- 
maining, ten  of  whom  he  retained  with  him,  and 
sent  back  others  in  the  boats  which  had  brought 
them  from  the  transports.  Why  not  have  retained 
all  these,  and  have  sent  for  more,  to  enable  him  to 
ascend  the  river  in  his  smaller  vessels,  scow,  &c.  In 
that  case,  he  might  have  passed  through  the  “large 
smoke,”  and  have  reached  the  falls.  But  the  major 
appeals  to  his  “order,”  and  I shall  exhibit  both  his 
instructions  and  orders. 

By  my  directions,  col.  Gadsden,  on  the  14th  of 
April,  gives  to  major  Read,  in  a letter  of  instruc- 
tions, among  other  matters  to  be  attended  to,  these: 
“You  will  embark  with  your  whole  battalion,  in- 
cluding invalids  and  sick,  for  the  mouth  of  the 
Wythlachoochee;  that  you  come  to  anchor  in  the 
nearest  and  safest  accessible  harbor  to  the  mouth  of 
the  stream,  and  that  you  proceed,  with  your  ef- 
fective force,  (leaving  your  sick  and  invalids  on 
board),  with  the  boats  at  command,  to  examine  its 
entrance,  and  to  penetrate  as  far  as  practicable,  and 
consistent  with  the  security  of  your  command,” 
kc.  &c.  “You  will  preserve  notes  of  your  observa- 
tions and  report,”  &c. — “detailing,  minutely,  the 
character  of  the  anchorage  at  the  month  of  the 
Wythlacoochee;  the  navigability  of  that  river  for 
boats,  the  probable  distance  to  which  it  may  be 
penetrated;  the  character  of  its  banks,  and  the  fa- 
cilities, generally  afforded  for  the  forming  of  depots, 
with  a view  to  supplying  an  army  operating  here- 
after on  or  near  its  waters.  This  duty  performed, 
you  will  proceed  to  St.  Mark’s,  Florida,  in  the 
transports,  where  your  command  will  be  honorably 
discharged.”  &c. 

Mr.  Depeyster,  a gentleman  of  Florida,  and  then 
a volunteer  in  general  Eustis’  staff,  has  said  before 
this  court,  that  he  was  at  my  quarters  the  day  be- 
fore, (the  16th  of  April),  major  Read  embarked, 
when  that  officer  called  on  the  subject  of  his  expe- 
dition. The  purport  of  this  witness’  answers,  as 
the  court  will  perceive  is,  that  two  days  after  the 
written  instructions  to  major  Read,  I endeavored, 
in  the  most  impressive  terms  and  manner,  to  point 
out  to  him  the  importance  of  the  expedition  to  ul- 
terior operations;  called  his  attention,  specifically, 
to  the  necessity  of  examining  the  river,  and  making 
a sketch  or  draught  of  its  soundings  and  course,  up 


to  the  fool  of  the  obstruction  or  falls,  believed  to  be 
twelve  miles;  and  that  I desired  major  Read  to 
select  a point,  for  a future  post,  with  reference  to 
wood,  as  near  those  falls  as  practicable. 

In  respect  to  every  object,  except  the  mere  en- 
trance into  the  Wythlacoochee,  we  have  seen  that 
the  expedition  was  a signal  failure. 

The  first  knowledge  that  1 had  of  this  most  un- 
expected result  was  received  May  the  1st,  at  St. 
Augustine,  through  a letter  from  governor  Call, 
dated  April  26th,  and  which  gave  me  the  more 
astounding  intelligence,  viz:  “A  few  days  since,  I 
received  a communication  from  major  McLemore, 
stationed  on  the  Suwanee  frontier,  informing  me 
that,  under  orders  from  general  Scott,  he  had  as- 
cended the  Wythlacoochee  river,  and  erected  a 
block  house  on  the  south  bank,  some  ten  or  twelve 
miles  above  its  mouth,  and  that  he  had  left  a gar- 
rison of  40  men  in  the  block  house,  and  a large 
quantity  of  corn  and  pickled  beef.  This  inorniiig, 
at  daylight,  major  Read,  of  the  Florida  battalion, 
arrived  at  [Tallahassee],  bringing  the  intelligence 
that  he  discovered  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  one- 
half  of  a large  flat  boat,  which  had  been  cut  in 
two,  apparently  with  a dull  axe,  and  by  an  inex- 
perienced hand.  His  description  corresponds  with 
that  given  of  the  boat  left  at  the  block  house,”  icc. 

As  this  letter  was  addressed  to  me,  or  the  com- 
manding officer  at  Fort  Drane,  like  the  report,  dated 
April  11,  of  the  establishment  of  the  block  house, 
and  signed  by  major  McLemore’s  adjutant,  (Me- 
Cants),  both  papers  were  read  by  general  Clinch, 
and  together  transmitted  to  me,  then  at  St.  Augus- 
tine. I have  said  that  I received  them  on  the  1st  of 
May. 

The  court  has  seen,  Mr.  President,  the  correspon- 
dence between  general  Clinch,  then  at  Fort  Drane, 
and  myself,  on  this  most  painful  subject.  The  time 
of  his  volunteers  having  expired,  or  being  about  to 
expire,  he  had  already  sent  most  of  them  home,  and, 
in  his  attempt  to  raise  a party  of  mounted  men  in  the 
Alachua  settlements  to  go  to  the  relief  of  the  block 
house,  he  utterly  failed.  I early  became  satisfied 
that  gen.  Clinch,  under  the  circumstances,  did  all  in 
his  power  in  adopting  the  second  suggestion  of  go- 
vernor Call,  viz:  “But  should  it  be  impracticablcYor 
you  to  send  a sufficient  force,  by  land,  to  ascertain 
[the  fate  of  the  party  in  the  block  house]  1 have  or- 
dered a fortified  boat  to  be  in  readiness  at  Suwanee 
Old  Town,  to  proceed  with  apart  of  the  men  at  that 
place  to  the  relief  of  the  garrison,  and  transport  it 
back  to  Old  Town,  unless  the  commanding  general 
should  otherwise  direct.  You  will,  therefore,  be 
pleased  to  send  an  express  to  major  McCants,  com- 
manding at  Old  Towm,  and  inform  him  whether 
troops  have  been  sent  by  land  to  the  relief  of  the 
bloclc  house,  or  whether  the  boat  which  will  be  in 
readiness  shall  be  sent  on  that  service.”  General 
Clinch  sent  the  order  for  the  boat  to  proceed,  and  the 
detachment  in  the  block  house  was  ultimately  taken 
olfby  major  Read,  and  without  firing  a gun. 

It  is  in  evidence  that  maj.  Read’s  report  to  me,  (of 
his  first  expedition),  though  dated  the  27th  of  April, 
came  to  hand  at  Columbus  (Geo.)  as  late  as  the  8th 
of  June,  when  I had  not  leisure  to  give  attention  to 
it,  even  if  it  had  been  less  illegible,  and  thus  it  hap- 
pened that  I never  knew  its  contents  until,  with 
some  accidental  assistance,  the  judge  advocate  made 
out  to  decipher  it  before  this  court.  The  last  para- 
graph of  his  report  appears  to  be  as  follows: 

“I  discovered  at  the  mouth  of  [Wythlacoochee] 
the  half  of  a flat  bottom  boat,  a common  ferry  flat 
boat  it  appeared  to  have  been.  It  had  been  cut  asun- 
der,” &c.  “When  I arrived  at  St.  Mark’s,  I learnt, 
to  my  astonishment,  mortification’ and  regret,  that 
your  excellency  [general  Scott]  had  ordered  major 
McLemore  to  establish  a depot  at  that  place,”  & c. 
“All  which  was  studiously  concealed  from  me.  I 
did  not  learn,  either  from  your  order,  or  Irom  the 
numerous  interviews  I had  the  honor  to  hold  with 
your  excellency,  that  major  McLemore  was  even  in 
the  field,  much  less  that  I was  going  to  relieve  a de- 
tachment of  his  command  ordered  out  by  your  ex- 
cellency.” 

The  court  has  seen  in  my  report  upon  this  subject 
to  the  adjutant  general,  dated  at  St.  Augustine,  .Slay 
11,  which  was  founded  on  governor  Call’s  letter  no- 
ticed above,  and  an  article  in  a newspaper,  handed 
to  me  as  the  production  of  major  Read.  I said  that 
he  (major  R)  “has  at  Tallahassee,  caused  a state- 
ment to  be  made,  declaring  that  I had  refused  him 
permission  to  ascend  the  Wythlacoochee!  A nd  again, 
presuming  the  statement  to  have  been  furnished  by- 
hira,  he  denies  having  ever  heard  that,  possibly,  he 
might  find  a block  house  and  garrison  established 
pear  the  falls  of  the  river.  Now,  I affirm  that  it  was 
generally  known  throughout  the  right  wine’  of  the 
army  that  it  was  just  possible  that  major  McLemore, 
a highly  meritorious  Floridian,  had  made  such  es- 
tablishment. The  possibility  was  mentioned  to 
major  Read,  and  although  colonel  Gadsdea  by  acci-. 
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dent  omitted  the  subject  in  the  letter  of  instruction, 
yet  when  the  major  saw  half  of  a flat,  rudely  cut  in 
two,  [so  gov.  Call  had  written],  that  which  was  ex- 
tremely doubtful  before,  became  a matter  of  the  most 
perfect  certainty;  and  if  the  major  had  been  bound 
home  without  other  orders,  it  immediately  became 
his  imperious  duty  to  go  instantly  to  the  relief  of  his 
countrymen.  The  flat  could  never  have  belonged 
to  Indians,  and  it  would  not  have  been  destroyed  if 
the  garrison  had  returned  by  water  to  the  Suwanee, 
and  major  Read,  knew  that  it  could  only  have  re- 
turned by  water. 

Now,  sir,  I did  not  say  in  this  or  any  other  letter 
that  I had  told  major  Read  any  thing  of  a detach- 
ment having  been  permitted  to  visit  the  Wythlacoo- 
chee  about  the  end  of  March.  The  court  will  pre- 
sently learn  how  it  happened  to  be  omitted  in  col. 
Gadsden's  letter  to  major  Read,  and  by  me  in  con- 
versation with  the  latter.  Nevertheless,  the  subject 
was  not  forgotten  at  headquarters,  nor  had  ceased  to 
be  occasionally  mentioned  among  the  officers  who 
had  come  down  to  Tampa  Bay  from  Fort  Drane. — 
One  of  these,  captain  Drane,  has  testified  before  this 
court  that  he,  at  Tampa,  stated  his  impression  to 
major  Read  that  “there  was  a detachment  of  Flori- 
dians on  the  Wythlacoochee  with  provisions,”  the 
witness  having  heard  “at  Fort  Drane  [and  thinks] 
general  Clinch  had  stated  it  to  [him]  that  major 
McLemore  had  volunteered  his  services  to  go  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Wythlacoochee.” 

I do  not  here,  Mr.  President,  embody  this  testi- 
mony to  contradict  major  Read,  but  simply  to  ac- 
count for  the  strong  language  applied  to  him  in  the 
letter  last  quoted.  Two  of  the  harsher  expressions 
therein  contained  are  here  intentionally  suppressed. 

I had  not,  in  May,  as  has  been  seen,  received  his 
report.  I,  at  that  time,  verily  believed,  on  the  opi- 
nion of  others,  as  well  as  from  internal  evidence,  that 
the  false  assertions  of  the  article  in  the  Tallahassee 
paper  were  from  his  pen,  or  his  lips;  and  gover- 
nor Call’s  letter  had  said  not  one  word  as  to  the 
causes  which  led  to  the  failure  of  the  expedition — 
the  spread  of  sickness  among  the  men,  the  want  of 
medicines,  and  the  want  of  good  water.  Now,  sir, 
although  I think  that  at  least  two  of  those  causes 
might  have  been  guarded  against  by  due  foresight 
ana  activity  on  the  part  of  the  commander,  and  when 
reported  to  him  ought  to  have  been  closely  scrutiniz- 
ed in  person,  before  abandoning  the  great  objects 
confided  to  his  intelligence  and  conduct — I am  not 
only  unwilling  to  reproduce  those  harsher  imputa- 
tions, but  regret  that  they  were  ever  made.  Sir,  up 
to  this  day,  I have  received  no  note  or  message  of 
any  kind  from  major  Read.  My  recantation  is  found- 
ed on  the  recent  assurance  of  a friend,  ( general 
Clinch),  that  major  Read  had  no  agency  in  the  pub- 
lished article  alluded  to,  and  to  his  previous  and 
subsequent  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the  same 
war  against  the  Seminole  Indians 

In  the  first  deposition  of  colonel  Gadsden,  (which 
is  in  evidence),  he  gives  the  history  ol  the  block 
house  on  the  Wythlacoochee,  thus: 

“Major  McLemore  sought  the  service,  by  a pri- 
vate letter  to  the  undersigned,  stating  that  he  had, 
on  the  Suwanee,  a boat  suitable  for  the  expedition, 
and  supplies,  which  he  could  bring  with  him  to  that 
point,  if  with  the  consent  and  approbation  ol  gen. 
Scott.  The  following  is  the  reply  penned  by  me, 
and  by  direction  of  the  general,  to  whom  it  was  read 
before  transmitted.” 

I beg,  Mr.  President,  that  the  court  will  again 
read  every  word  of  this  letter.  I regret  that  I am 
too  much  fatigued  to  embody  it  entire  in  this  sum- 
mary. The  perusal  of  it  wiil  show  how  unnecessa- 
ry it  was  deemed,  at  Tampa,  to  call  the  attention  of 
major  Read  specifically  to  the  very  remote  chance 
of  his  finding  any  detachment  on  the  Wythlacoo- 
chee. Nevertheless,  though  it  was  more  than  a 
hundred  to  one  that  the  detachment  was  not  there, 
as  late  as  the  I4th  of  April,  or  even  the  4th,  if  the 
major  could  have  ascended  only  seven  miles  higher 
up  that  stream,  (and  nobody  doubted  that  he  could 
and  would)  he  would  have  found  the  gallant  band, 
still  firm  in  its  position. 

The  letter  to  major  McLemore  is  dated  at  Fort 
Drane,  March  the  25th.  Col.  Gadsden,  by  way  of 
giving  to  the  major  the  outline  of  my  plan  of  ope- 
rations, says:  “The  whole  army  will,  probably, 
form  a junction  at  or  near  [the  Cove ] by  the  29th  or 
30th  inst.  It  is  impossible,  at  this  time,  to  antici- 
pate the  ulterior  operations  of  the  army  after  it  has 
encountered  and  defeated  the  enemy  in  their  probably 
strong  hold  in  the  Cove,"  8tc.  “It  is  more  than  pro- 
bable. however,  that  we  may  be  detained  in  that  vi- 
cinity many  days  reeonnoitering  the  hammocks  and 
searching  for  Indians  in  the  jungles  and  thickets  of 
that  section  of  the  country.  If  so,  your  co-operation 
and  the  supplies  which  you  report  you  can  bring, 
may  prove  of  essential  service.  I am  directed, 
therefore,  by  the  general  commanding,  to  say  that, 
after  securing  the  post  on  the  Suwanee  with  an 


adequate  garrison,  you  may  proceed  with  the  re- 1 
maiuder  of  your  command  in  the  boat  you  have  ! 
prepared  for  the  service;  provided,  in  addition  to  j 
your  own  supplies,  you  can  transport  from  750  to  , 
1,000  bushels  of  corn  at  least  for  the  use  of  the  ar- 1 
my.  Should  your  boat  be  properly  secured , as  you  j 
report,  with  bulwarks,  you  may  enter  the  river  and  j 
ascend  to  the  rapids,”  kc.  “You  must  be  at  that  j 
point  by  the  30 th  instant,  or  you  will  possibly,  be  too  ! 
late  to  afford  any  aid  to  this  wing  of  the  army,  the 
sole  motive  which  sanctions  the  service  to  which 
you  have  been  called.”  * * * 

“As  your  movement  is  intended  to  assist,  and  not 
to  embarrass  this  wing  of  the  army,  you  must  not 
move  without  an  adequate  supply  of  ammunition, 
arid  from  thirty  to  forty  days’  rations  for  your  whole 
command  at  the  least,  in  addition  to  the  corn  you 
may  transport  for  our  relief.”  (He  is  then  request- 
ed to  bring,  if  possible,  extra  pork  or  bacon.)  “On 
reaching  the  point  on  the  Wythlacoochee  desigpat- 
ed,  you  will  use  all  due  precautions  to  secure  your 
boat  and  command,  and,  by  building  a block  house, 
or  by  the  construction  of  some  other  defence,  until 
you  hear  from  or  of  the  army.  If  after,  however, 
the  second  or  third  of  April,  you  receive  no  tidings 
of  or  from  this  wing,  under  the  command  of  gene- 
ral Clinch,  you  may  be  sure  that  it  has  proceeded 
south  to  unite  with  Eustis  and  Lindsay,  and  having 
left  the  Wythlacoochee,  your  detention  on  it3  wa- 
ters will  be  no  longer  necessary.  You  will,  there- 
fore, return  without  delay  to  your  poston  the  Suwa- 
nee, and  there  wait  the  future  orders  of  the  com- 
manding general,  or  those  which  may  be  transmit- 
ted to  you  by  the  executive  of  Florida.” 

Col.  Gadsden’s  first  deposition  adds,  in  continua- 
tion of  this  history:  “It  appears,  however,  from  in- 
formation received  from  one  of  the  men  who  was 
in  the  block  house,  that  the  detachment  did  not 
reach  the  mouth  of  the  Wythlacoochee  until  the 
fourth  or  fifth  of  April,  two  days  after  it  had  been  or- 
dered to  quit  it,  and  when  gen.  Scott”  had  reached 
the  vicinity  of  Tampa  Bay.  “Notwithstanding, 
however,  its  fearless  commander,  andonhisown  re- 
sponsibility, penetrated  the  river,  established  a 
block  house,  and  left  it  garrisoned,  with  a promise 
to  return  and  relieve  it  in  eight  or  ten  days.  Un- 
fortunately, however,  as  he  entered  the  Suwanee, 
he  was  assailed  with  a fever,  and  fell  a victim  to  its 
effects.” 

Thus  perished,  Mr.  President,  a valuable  citizen, 
whose  patriotic  zeal,  pushed  a little  too  far,  has 
brought  upon  me,  unintentionally,  I know  not  what 
amount  of  general  odium.  This  I have  long  borne 
in  silence;  but,  sir,  the  star  of  truth  approaches  the 
zenith,  and  as  it  sheds  its  light  over  this  court  and 
land,  the  deep  shades  of  calumny  are  made  to  dis- 
appear. 

In  relation  to  the  Florida  campaign,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I have  one  point  more  to  notice,  and  I shall 
have  done. 

Among  the  prodigious  mass  of  documents  turned 
over  by  the  different  offices  of  the  war  department 
to  be  read  by  the  judge  advocate  in  evidence  against 
me,  as  if  to  crush  by  their  physical  weight,  if  the)' 
could  not  otherwise  effect  -their  purpose,  there  is 
from  the  hon.  J.  M.  White,  the  Florida  delegate  in 
congress,  a letter  dated  at  Washington,  May  28,  to 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  with  an  endorse- 
ment in  the  hand  of  the  latter,  which  directs  “A 
copy  of  this  letter  to  be  sent  to  general  Scott,  with  an 
order  to  withdraw  from,  the  command  in  Florida. 

A.  J .” 

Of  this  endorsement  I had  no  knowledge  until 
the  original  was  read  in  this  court.  What  were  the 
feelings  which  it  excited  I may  not,  I will  not  say; 
but  the  associations  recalled  to  my  mind  may  be  in- 
ferred from  the  following  facts: 

To  my  elaborate  report  of  what  I had  done,  and 
of  the  operations  projected,  the  adjutant  general, 
May  the  5th,  replied; 

“Your  communications  of  the  12th  of  April, 
reporting  the  operations  of  the  army  in  Florida 
under  your  command,  since  your  departure  from 
Fort  Drane  and  your  arrival  at  Tampa  Bay,  has 
been  submitted  to  the  president,  and  this  day  to  the 
secretary  of  war.  I am  happy  to  inform  yon  that 
the  president  approves  of  your  intended  plan  of 
operations,”  kc.  “I  am  desired  by  the  secretary 
of  war  to  say  that,  from  the  tenor  of  your  report,  as 
well  as  by  the  communication,  he  has  just  received  from 
the  governor  of  Florida,  it  is  probably  that,  owing  to 
the  approaching  season  of  the  year,  the  campaign 
in  the  field  cannot  be  much  longer  vigorously  push- 
ed. In  this  event  you  will  make  a judicious  selec- 
tion of  the  posts  necessary  to  be  occupied  by  the 
troops  during  the  interval  of  active  operations 
which  may  be  best  calculated  to  protect  the  fron- 
tier inhabitants,  and  prevent  Indian  depredation  of 
any  kind.  For  this  purpose  all  the  regular  troops, 
including  the  4th  infantry,  must  be  kept  on  duty 
in  Florida.” 


As  I had  intimated  in  my  letter  of  April  12  would 
be  done,  all  this  had  been  attended  to  before  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  adjutant  general’s  communication,  and 
which  is  here  cited  principally  to  show  that,  cer- 
tainly as  late  as  the  5th  of  May,  no  displeasure  had 
been  officially  expressed  against  me  at  Washington. 

But  in  my  report  of  the  1 1th  of  May,  animadvert- 
ing upon  major  Read,  and  which,  "according  to  a 
note  on  the  original,  (now  in  evidence),  was  re- 
ceived at  Washington  the  2lst;  seven  days  before 
White’s  letter  to  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
there  is  this  paragraph: 

“I  feel  and  know  the  risk  I incur  by  the  use  of 
this  language.  Major  Read  is  the  favorite  of  go- 
vernor Call,  and  his  excellency’s  support  may  well 
turn  the  tables  against  me  at  Washington.” 

Sir,  I had  seen,  among  the  papers  which  accom- 
panied the  instructions  given  me  for  the  Seminole 
war,  a letter,  (in  evidence  with  that  document), 
from  general  Call  to  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  dated  Jan.  9, 183C,  in  which  the  w riter  says: 
“I  should  be  highly  gratified  to  command  the 
army,  and  believe  tnat  I could  soou  bring  the  war 
to  a close,  I fear,  however,  this  I cannot  do  without 
injustice  to  general  Clinch.  He  is  a brave  and  good 
man;  but  I tear  he  is  too  slow  in  his  movemenfs  to 
conduct  a war  against  the  Indians.” 

With  an  official  copy  of  this  letter  in  my  possesion, 
it  may  be  supposed  that  I knew'  my  danger.  But,  sir, 

I do  not  complain  that,  soon  after  my  animadver- 
sions on  maj.  Read,  he  was  appointed  a brig,  gene- 
ral in  the  militia  of  Florida;  that  a lieutenant  colonel 
of  the  army,  whom  I reported  in  my  letter  of  March 
20th  as  having  left  for  duty  elsewhere,  but  went 
oil'  to  Washington,  was,  in  a little  time,  rewarded 
by  a colonelcy  not  by  seniority;  nor  that  the  presi- 
dent’s endorsement  on  Mr.  White’s  letter  w as  soon 
followed  by  governor  Call’s  being  “gratified,”  with 
the  direction  of  the  war  in  Florida.  But,  sir,  I have, 
in  defence,  a right  to  advert  to  those  extraordinary' 
facts  to  show  that  if,  in  my  operations  to  the  south,  I 
had  the  enemy  to  conquer  in  my  front.  I was,  at  the 
same  time,  not  a little  insecure  in  my  rear.  The 
effect  of  such  position  every  soldier  will  readily 
comprehend;  and  1 respectfully  submit  the  point  to 
the  consideration  of  this  court.  A yet  more  extra- 
ordinary fact,  of  the  same  general  character,  will  be 
developed  in  the  sequel.  But,  at  present,  I will 
return  to  Mr.  White’s  letter  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States. 

I think,  sir,  that  I have  shown  that  this  letter  did 
not  do  me  all  the  injury  that  was  intended  at  the 
time.  But  why,  sir,  is  it  brought  here  w ith  its  en- 
dorsement, in  accusation  against  me?  Mr.  White, 
in  a letter  to  the  president  of  this  court,  dated  De- 
cember 13th,  1836,  says:  “This  places  me  in  an  at- 

titude that  I do  not  choose  to  occupy.”.  * * * * 
“Since  the  publication  of  that  letter  [to  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States]  I have,  in  the  National 
Intelligencer,  over  my  own  name,  as  an  act  ofjustice 
to  gen.  Scott,  corrected,  upon  better  information, 
the  complaints  which  I deemed  it  my  duty  as  the 
representative  of  the  people  of  Florida,  to  make 
against  him.  I am  unwilling  that  the  first  letter 
shall  be  laid  before  the  court  without  the  second; 
and  as  I have  no  copy  of  it  with  me  at  present,  I 
take  this  occasion  to  say  that  I am  satisfied,  upon  a 
full  and  impartial  review  of  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  Florida  campaign,  and 
upon  evidence  not  then  before  me,  that  the  failure 
is  not  to  be  attributed  to  major  general  Scott,  nor  to 
causes  w hich  it  was  in  his  pow  er  to  control,  or  re- 
move.” 

This  voluntary  and  unsolicited  retraction  is  manly 
and  noble.  In  my  judgment  and  feelings,  it  show  s 
the  correspondent  of  the  court  to  he  w orthy  of  be- 
ins;  called  the  honorable  Mr.  White,  by  a higher 
claim  than  that  of  mere  courtesy.  It  is  true,  sir, 
that,  in  his  recantation,  he  excepts  what  he  had 
originally  said  of  my  order  No  48,  on  the  subject  of 
panics.  I know  not  that  this  reservation  ought  to 
break  squares  between  that  gentleman  and  myself. 

The  order,  although  there  were  many  apologies 
for  the  inhabitants,  was  founded  on  information  at 
once  full  and  precise;  and,  as  I said  ol  it  in  my  let- 
ter to  the  secretary  of  war,  dated  June  21st:  “Be- 

sides, I was  advised,  by  respectable  citizens  of  Flo- 
rida, to  come  out  w ith  an  order  in  that  spirit,  as  like- 
ly to  rally  the  inhabitants,  and  I have  reason  to 
know  that  the  order  did  good.”  If  good  resulted,  I 
am  content  with  the  enmities  I brought  upon  myself 
by  the  act;  for,  sir,  since  the  war  began  to  rage  in 
that  quarter,  there  has  not  been  a moment,  up  to 
this  time,  when  I would  not  have  made  any  sacrifice 
of  person  to  have  stopped  its  ravages.  I deeply 
mourn  over  the  many  afflictions  the  good  people  of 
that  desolated  territory  have  experienced;  and  I 
freely  forgive,  as  I pray  that  God  may  forgive,  the 
injustice  of  laying  those  evils,  in  part,  to  my  ac- 
count. 

[TO  BE  CONCLUDED  IN  OUl  NEXT.] 
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iltj-Tlie  ceremony  of  counting  the  votes  for  pre- 
sident and  vice  president  of  the  U.  States,  and  the 
election  of  vice  president,  kc.  are  amply  detailed 
in  our  congressional  proceedings. 

QCJ-The  present  sheet  is  filled  with  subjects  of 
great  interest.  In  addition  to  the  second  division 
and  conclusion  of  the  defence  of  general  Scott,  be- 
fore the  court  of  inquiry  at  Frederick,  it  contains  a 
letter  from  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  the 
committee  appointed  under  Mr.  Wise’s  resolution 
to  investigate  the  manner  in  which  the  various  exe- 
cutive departments  have  conducted  their  business, 
in  which  he  refuses  to  assist  the  committee  in  in- 
vestigations of  the  character  they  have  instituted, 
kc. — a message  from  the  same  functionary  to  the 
senate  of  the  United  States,  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  an  act  authorising  reprisals,  and  the  use  of 
the  naval  force  of  the  United  States  by  the  exe- 
cutive, against  Mexico  in  the  event  of  the  refusal 
of  that  government  to  come  to  an  amicable  adjust- 
ment of  the  controversy,  upon  another  demand 
thereof  made  from  on  board  one  of  our  vessels  of 
war  on  the  coast  of  Mexico — the  explanations  of 
Messrs.  Peyton,  Wise,  kc.  in  reply  to  Mr.  Whit- 
ney’s letter  published  in  our  last — Mr.  Bell’s  bill 
to  preserve  the  purity  of  elections — a synopsis  of 
the  land  bill  passed  on  Thursday  last,  in  the  se- 
nate, with  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon— a detailed 
account  of  the  proceedings  on  counting  the  bal- 
lots for  president  and  vice  president,  kc. — a notice 
of  Mr.  Calhoun’s  remarks  on  a letter  of  the  presi- 
dent to  him,  in  which  Mr.  C.  is  charged  by  the 
president  with  having  asserted  that  he,  (the  pre- 
sident) was  concerned  in  speculations  in  public 
lands — together  with  detailed  accounts  of  all  busi- 
ness of  interest  that  has  transpired  in  both  houses 
of  congress,  since  our  last  publication,  kc.  kc. 

The  United  States  and  Mexico.  The  mes- 
sage of  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  the  se- 
nate recommending  a war  of  reprisals  upon  Mexi- 
can commerce,  will,  no  doubt,  cause  some  surprise 
in  the  minds  of  our  readers;  but  especially  when 
they  recollect  that  the  last  official  communication 
from  this  government  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  previous  to 
his  departure  from  this  country,  breathed  the  most 
conciliatory  spirit,  and  that  the  last  rumcr3  from 
Mexico  represented  that  nation  on  the  point  of  de- 
claring war  against  us  for  an  invasion  of  her  terri- 
tory, kc.  From  the  instructions  of  the  secretary 
of  state  to  Mr.  Ellis,  our  minister  to  Mexico,  which 
we  have  in  type,  but  are  unfortunately  compelled 
to  omit  for  want  of  room,  it  now  appears,  that  an 
unfavorable  issue  of  our  negociations  was  anticipat- 
ed, and  that  that  representative  returned  to  this 
country,  not  because  Mr.  Gorostiza  had  closed  his 
diplomatic  relations  here,  but  in  pursuance  of  in- 
structions from  the  secretary  of  state.  The  whole 
subject  is  one  of  curious  interest,  but  is  not  intelli- 
gible without  the  documents  referred  to,  which 
shall  have  a place  in  our  next. 

Trial  of  gen.  Gaines.  The  military  court  at 
Frederick  is  still  engaged  in  the  trial  of  gen.  Gaines. 
We  see  it  stated  that  a court  is  to  be  held  at 
the  same  place  for  the  trial  of  major  Gates,  who  was 
dismissed  from  the  service,  (but  again  reinstated) 
for  alleged  cowardice  in  the  Florida  war.  His  case 
has  excited  much  sympathy,  and  the  impression  is 
general  that  the  decision  of  the  president  was  based 
on  erroneous  information. 

Mexico.  In  addition  to  the  particulars  given 
below,  we  have  learned  that  gen.  Bravo  arrived  at 
Metamoras  on  the  9th  of  January  in  advance  of 
his  troops,  which  were,  however,  arriving  in  small 
detachments,  but  in  a very  miserable  condition. 

The  report  of  a revolution  in  California  is  con- 
firmed, and  it  is  stated  that  capt.  Kennedy  of  the 
American  squadron,  had  landed  several  hundred 
men  to  assist  the  insurgents. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  an  officer  of  the  United 
States  ship  Natchez,  dated  at  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico, 
January  9. 

The  Natchez  touched  off  the  port  of  Metamoras 
on  the  23th  ultimo,  and  was  first  to  convey  th.ither 
the  intelligence  of  Santa  Ana’s  liberation  bv  the 
government  of  Texas,  and  his  departure  for  Wash- 
ington. It  was  received  with  the  most  enthusiastic 
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demonstrations  of  joy  by  the  officers  at  the  port,  | 
some  of  whom  are  his  personal  as  well  as  his  po- ; 
litical  friends.  They  repeatedly  caught  the  gentle- 1 
men  who  imparted  the  information,  in  the  a la  mode 
Castilian  embrace,  nearly  overwhelming  them  with 
the  extravagance  of  their  caresses,  anil  at  evening 
entertained  them  with  a serenade  and  salute  from 
muskets,  and  treated  them  during  their  stay  with  a 
profusion  of  hospitality.  A courier  was  immediate- 
ly despatched  to  proclaim  the  glad  tidings  in  the 
city,  and  a celebration  of  the  event  was  had  by  the 
firing  of  artillery,  accompanied  by  acclamations  of 
“long  live  Santa  Ana!” 

“ Tampico , Jan.  12,  1837. 

“Since  the  last  uproar  we  had  here  with  the  con- 
spiracy, tranquillity  has  not  been  disturbed,  and  pub- 
lic confidence  begins  to  revive.  The  usual  effects 
of  a conspiracy  of  this  kind  having  been  kept  down 
by  the  sagacity  of  a few  individuals,  in  making  the 
government  believe  there  was  no  such  plot;  the  ele- 
ments for  a revolutionary  movement,  however,  still 
exist,  though  much  deranged  by  the  return  of  Bus- 
tamente,  which  has  created  such  a division  among 
those  who  professed  to  be  Santanites  or  federalists, 
as  to  give  more  consistency  to  a government,  which, 
previously  to  that  event,  could  not  be  called  one.  I 
must  here  repeat  what  I stated  in  my  proceeding 
letter,  that  the  Mexicans  worn  out  witn  the  mis- 
management of  the  affairs  under  Santa  Ana  and 
Tornel’s  administration,  are  fast  rallying  to  Busta- 
mente’s  standard,  in  the  hope  of  a change  for  the 
better.  The  clergy,  the  merchants,  the  land-own- 
ers, and  a great  majority  of  the  military,  have  pro- 
nounced in  favor  of  their  former  president;  and,  in- 
deed, things  are  assuming  such  an  aspect  as  to 
place  beyond  doubt  the  triumph  of  Bustamente  and 
his  party. 

“The  conduct  of  Santa  Ana  in  the  Tcxian  cam- 
paign exasperated  most  of  the  officers  of  the  army; 
and  his  journey  to  Washington  to  settle  the  affairs 
of  Texas,  at  a moment  when  the  people  generally 
blame  and  condemn  the  conduct  of  the  American 
government,  and  would  prefer  a rupture  with  the 
United  States  to  the  present  state  of  things,  has  gi- 
ven great  umbrage  to  the  nation  at  large- 

“The  troops  of  our  garrison,  900  strong,  are  con- 
stantly on  the  move,  and  so  are  the  forces  under 
Amador,  at  Metamoras,  consisting  of  about  2,500 
men.  Bravo  has  still  his  head  quarters  at  Saltillo, 
and  his  forces  there  amountto  1,500  men.  The  re- 
serve, 1,200  strong,  is  at  San  Luis.  The  fears  of 
some  revolutionary  movement  here  will  not  permit, 
at  present,  the  troops  of  our  garrison  being  remov- 
ed; and  as  to  the  forces  at  Metamoras  and  Saltillo, 
they  are  watching  the  movements  of  the  Texians, 
who,  but  a few  days  ago,  it  was  reported,  were  me- 
ditating an  attack  upon  Metamoras.  The  govern- 
ment has  decided  that  the  army  designed  to  operate 
in  Texas  shall  be  composed  of  7,000  men,  3,000  of 
whom  are  to  form  a division  of  reserve  to  be  station- 
ed at  Metamoras  and  Saltillo.  It  is  difficult  to  say 
when  and  how  these  troops  are  to  enter  Texas;  for 
as  yet  the  navy  is  not  ready,  and  no  magazines  of 
any  consequence  have  been  formed  for  the  cam- 
paign. A brig  of  war  arrived  at  Metamoras  from 
Vera  Cruz,  ten  days  ago,  with  warlike  stores,  and  a 
floating  bridge  of  boats  constructed  at  Campeachy, 
and  intended  to  facilitate  the  passage  of  the  troops 
across  the  rivers  and  creeks  in  Texas.  Indeed,  my 
friends  at  Metamoras  inform  me  that  the  prepara- 
tions making  there  are  on  a larger  scale  than  they 
were  last  year.” 

England  and  New  Grenada.  A rupture  is 
anticipated  between  these  two  countries.  It  ap- 
pears that  a rencounter  that  took  place  in  one  of  the 
streets  of  Panama,  between  the  English  consul,  Jo- 
seph Russell,  and  signor  Paredes,  on  the  night  of 
the  20th  November — in  the  course  of  which  signor. 
Paredes  was  severely  wounded.  The  cries  of  his 
wife,  who  was  with  him  at  the  time,  attracted  per- 
sons around — and  Mr.  Russel  was  knocked  down 
wi  thout  ceremony,  after  having  been  disarmed — and 
hurried  to  prison. 

Mr.  Turner,  the  British  minister,  has  interfered 
and  demanded  the  release  of  the  consul,  the  remo- 
val from  office  of  the  functionaries  who  impri- 
soned him,  the  restoration  of  the  consul’s  house,  kc. 
and  the  payment  of  one  thousand  pounds  sterling, 
as  a compensation  for  the  cruelties  lie  suffered.  All 
of  which  was  promptly  refused. 


Santander  has  issued  his  proclamation,  appealing 
to  the  honor  and  the  patriotism  of  his  countrvmen 
to  sustain  themselves  against  the  efforts  of  Great 
Britain  or  any  other  power,  to  humiliate  them  in 
their  own  eyes,  and  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  He 
says  the  sons  of  New  Grenada  will  choose  the  patri- 
otic part  of  dying  w ith  glory,  rather  than  to  see  their 
own  country  humble  herself  at  the  feet  of  the  sol- 
diers of  Albion. 

The  secretary  of  foreign  affairs  (senor  de  Poinbo) 
thus  concludes  one  of  his  letters  to  the  British  min- 
ister: 

“If  you  determine  on  adopting  the  alternative  of 
hostilities,  be  pleased  to  communicate  your  inten- 
tion as  soon  as  possible,  that  we  may  prepare  for  our 
defence.  New  Grenada,  in  such  cases  possesses  the 
indisputable  right  of  repelling  force  by  force;  and  she 
shall  accordingly  resist  any  nostile  act  of  the  British 
arms.  The  unequal  contest,  it  is  true,  will  be  la- 
mentable— but  the  world  will  see  the  justice  of  our 
cause,  and  that  we  are  forced  to  this  painful  extre- 
mity, in  defence  of  our  national  rights,  and  honor, 
and  dignity,  against  the  unjust  demands  of  a pow- 
erful and  hitherto  friendly  nation.” 

From  the  West  Indies.  The  Barbadoes  le- 
gislature was  opened  for  the  first  time  under  the 
government  of  sir  E.  J.  McGregor,  on  the  25th 
October.  His  excellency  was  addressed  by  “his 
majesty’s  loyal  and  dutiful  subjects,”  a committee 
of  the  “free  descendants  of  Africa”  residing  in  Bar- 
badoes, and  by  the  free  colored  inhabitants  of  St. 
Kitts,  with  congratulations  upon  his  appointment, 
and  assurances  of  their  high  anticipations  from  his 
just  and  equitable  administration,  of  their  respect 
for  the  laws,  and  loyalty  to  the  king. 

The  Jamaica  house  of  assembly  and  council  have 
passed  a bill  to  regulate  the  qualification  of  voters 
and  legislators,  which  seems  to  give  great  dissatis- 
faction. Voters  must  have  a freehold  of  £39  per 
annum,  or  a rent  charge  of  £50,  and  pay  taxes  to 
the  amount  of  £5.  Members  of  the  assembly  must 
have  £3,000  real,  or  5,000  personal  property.  A 
petition  to  the  mother  country  against  the  law,  was 
proposed  to  be  circulated  for  signatures. 

A bill  was  before  the  assembly,  establishing  a 
qualification  also  for  admission  into  the  ranks  of 
the  militia! 

Another  subject  of  warm  discussion,  in  and  ou{ 
of  the  legislature,  was  the  proposed  establishment 
of  a colonial  bank. 

The  Nashville  rail  road.  The  legislature 
of  the  state  of  Mississippi  have,  at  the  session  just 
closed,  after  a close  contest  between  (he  friends 
and  opponents  of  the  measure,  passed  an  act  grant- 
ing a charter,  within  that  state,  to  the  Nashville 
and  New  Orleans  rail  road. 

Death  of  O’Connell.  The  Boston  Galaxy 
states  that  information  has  been  received  in  that 
city,  via  Halifax,  of  the  death  of  Daniel  O’Connell. 
Ali  Dublin  was  in  mourning,  the  shops  shut,  and 
the  merchants  meeting  as  though  each  had  lost  a 
friend.  His  age  was  sixty-four. 

The  land  bill.  In  the  senate  on  Thursday 
last,  the  land  bill,  as  amended  by  the  committee  on 
public  lands,  to  which  it  was  recommitted,  was 
passed  by  a vote  of  27  yeas  to  23  nays.  We  find 
the  following  synopsis  of  it  in  the  Intelligencer  of 
yesterday: 

1.  That  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  enter  by 
entry,  or  at  auction,  more  than  two  sections  of  the 
public  land;  and  previous  to  entry  or  to  purchase 
must  make  and  file  with  the  register  and  receiver  of 
the  land  district  an  affidavit  that  the  lands  are 
sought  to  be  purchased  for  his  own  use,  and  not  in 
trust  for  another,  nor  for  sale  or  speculation;  and 
that  he  has  made  no  contract,  written  or  verbal  to 
sell,  lease,  mortgage  or  otherwise  encumber  the 
land,  or  any  part  of  it;  that  he  is  at  least  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  and  has  not  previously  purchased 
or  entered,  under  this  act,  any  public  land,  which 
together  with  what  he  now  buys,  would  exceed  two 
sections.  He  must  then  pay  the  money,  whereupon 
he  gets  a receipt  for  it  from  the  receiver,  with  the 
consent  of  the  register  endorsed  on  it. 

2.  Within  five  years  from  the  date  of  his  receipt 
he  must  prove,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  register 
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and  receiver,  by  the  oaths  of  two  competent  and 
disinterested  witnesses,  that  he  has  erected  a dwel- 
ling house  on  the  land,  and  cleared  and  cultivated  at 
least  one-tenth  of  it;  or  that  he  has  resided  on  it 
one  year  of  the  five.  He  may  then  get  his  patent. 
If  he  fails  in  this  proof  he  forfeits  the  purchase 
’money.  If  he  dies  within  the  five  years,  and  his 
death  shall  be  proved  within  six  years  from  the 
date  of  the  receipt,  the  patent  is  still  to  issue. — 
Any  sale,  lease,  or  mortgage,  or  contract  for  sale, 
&c.  before  the  patent,  is  void. 

3.  Pre-emption  is  allowed,  on  proof  as  above,  that 
the  applicant  has  actually  occupied  and  resided  on 
any  tract  of  the  public  land  before  the  1st  of  De- 
cember, 1836,  and  has  cultivated  any  part  of  it 
within  the  year  1836.  There  are  several  guards  to 
this  section  of  the  bill  to  cover  reserved  tracts,  lead 
mines,  &c.  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  not 
been  extinguished,  and  lands  beyond  the  bounds  of 
the  states  and  territories. 

4.  The  owner  of  a farm  may  enter  any  adjoining 
land  subject  to  private  entry,  not  exceeding  one 
section.  An  affidavit  is  required  that  the  land  is 
sought  to  enlarge  his  farm,  and  not  for  speculation, 
&c.  and  the  whole  must  not  exceed  two  sections. 

5.  A parent,  being  a citizen  of  the  United  States, 
may  enter  land  for  his  children,  but  not  over  two 
sections  in  all;  and  no  patent  to  come  till  the  child 
becomes  of  age. 

6.  Purchases  may  be  made  in  quarter-quarter 
sections;  but  no  one  shall  enter  more  than  four 
quarter-quarter  sections  not  contiguous.  All  land 
to  be  taxable  by  state  authority  from  the  day  of 
purchase. 

7.  The  law  to  continue  to  the  30th  of  June,  1840. 

The  restraining  law.  We  subjoin  a copy  of 
the  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  restraining  law,  as  it 
passed  the  senate,  and  substantially  as  it  passed  to 
a third  reading  in  the  house  on  Thursday,  by  a unani- 
mous vote.  It  provides  as  the  reader  will  perceive, 
for  a simple  repeal  of  the  law,  and  for  the  re-enact- 
ment of  the  provision  of  the  revised  statutes  in  re- 
lation to  foreign  corporations.  In  this  shape,  the 
bill  may  be  regarded  as  entirely  satisfactory  to  every 
reasonable  friend  of  the  removal  of  the  existing  re- 
strictions. 

An  act  to  repeal  in  part  the  revised  statutes,  relating 

to  unauthorised  banking,  and  the  circulation  of 

certain  notes  or  evidences  of  debt  issued  by  banks. 

The  people  of  the  state  of  New  York,  represented 
in  senate  and  assembly,  do  enact  as  follows: 

Sec.  1.  So  much  of  title  twenty,  chapter  twen- 
ty, part  first  of  the  revised  statutes,  relating  to 
unauthorised  banking,  and  the  circulation  of  certain, 
notes,  or  evidences  of  debt  issued  by  banks,  as  pro- 
hibits a person  or  association  of  persons  not  incor- 
porated, from  keeping  offices  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ceiving deposites,  or  discounting  notes  or  bills,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  This  act  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to 
authorise  or  permit  any  incorporation  created  by 
the  laws  of  any  other  state,  to  keep  any  office  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  deposites,  or  discounting 
notes  or  bills,  or  issuing  any  evidence  of  debt  to 
be  loaned  or  put  in  circulation  as  money  within  this 
state. 

Sec.  3.  No  incorporated  bank  in  this  state,  nor 
any  officer  or  director  thereof,  shall  open  or  keep  an 
office  of  deposite  or  discount  under  this  act,  or  be 
interested  or  concerned,  directly  or  indirectly,  in 
any  such  associations.  The  bank  officer  or  direc- 
tor shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars 
for  each  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this 
section. 

Sec.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately  on 
its  final  passage. 

The  amendments  made  by  the  house  are  as  fol- 
lows: substituting  in  the  second  section  the  word 
“corporation,”  for  “incorporations” — and  adding 
the  words,  “or  country”  after  the  words  “any  other 
state,”  and  erasing  the  word  “immediately,”  in  the 
fourth  section.  [Mbany  Argus. 


THE  INVESTIGATING  COMMITTEE  AND 
THE  PRESIDENT. 

Fromthe  Washington  Globe  of  Saturday,  the  4ih  inst. 
In  select  committee  of  the  house,  to  inquire  into  the 
executive  departments,  January  23,  1837. 

The  following  resolutions,  as  amended,  were 
adopted,  and  a copy  of  the  same  directed  to  be 
sent  by  the  chairman  to  each  of  the  heads  of  the 
departments. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  heads  of  the  several  depart- 
ments be  directed  to  furnish  this  committee  with  a 
statement  showing  the  sums  of  money  paid  within 
the  year  ending  on  the  first  of  December  last,  by 
: luch  departments  respectively,  their  agents,  or  de- 
] 'uties,  without  authority  of  law,  if  any,  to  printers 
or*  editors  o f newspapers;  specifying  the  names  and 
residence  of  such  printers  and  editors,  and  also  the 


names  and  places  of  publication  of  the  newspapers  ; 
owned  or  published  by  them;  and  showing  the  ser- 
vices and  consideration  for  which  such  sums  have 
been  paid,  giving  each  item  as  stated  in  the  ac- 
counts of  such  printer  or  editor,  and  the  reasons  for 
making  such  payments. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United 
States  be  requested,  and  the  heads  of  the  several 
executive  departments  be  directed,  to  furnish  this 
committee  with  a list  of  all  the  officers,  or  agents, 
or  deputies,  who  have  been  appointed  or  employed 
and  paid,  since  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  to  the  1st 
of  December  last,  if  any,  without  authority  of  law, 
or  whose  names  are  not  contained  in  the  last  print- 
ed register  of  public  officers,  commonly  called  the 
“Blue  Book,”  by  the  president  or  either  of  the  said 
heads  of  departments  respectively,  and  without 
nomination  to,  or  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
senate  of  the  United  States;  showing  the  names  of 
such  officers,  and  agents,  or  deputies;  the  sums  paid 
to  each,  the  services  rendered,  and  by  what  authori- 
ty appointed  and  paid,  and  what  reasons  for  such 
appointment. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  heads  of  the  several  de- 
partments be  required  to  furnish  this  committee 
with  a statement  showing  the  various  amounts  of 
money  paid  within  the  last  four  years,  ending  on 
the  first  of  December  last,  for  contingencies,  whe- 
ther appropriated  or  not  by  law,  to  whom  and  for 
what  appropriations  have  been  changed  from  specific 
to  other  objects  of  expenditure  than  those  for  which 
they  were  made,  and  how  such  change  was  autho- 
rised or  effected;  and  showing  the  amount  of  illegal 
or  irregular  expenditures,  allowances  or  payments 
of  every  description  whatever,  if  any,  made  by  said 
departments  respectively, since  the  4th  day  of  March, 
1829,  to  the  1st  of  December,  1836,  and  whether 
paid  by  treasury  warrant  or  draft,  or  otherwise,  to 
whom  and  for  what  paid,  and  the  authority  and 
reasons  for  such  expenditures. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  heads  of  the  several  de- 
partments be  directed  to  furnish  this  committee 
with  a list  of  all  officers,  agents  or  deputies,  who 
have,  since  the  4th  day  of  March,  1829,  to  the  1st 
of  December  last,  within  the  departments  respec- 
tively, received  salaries,  pay  or  emolument  of  any 
kind,  without  rendering  service  to  the  government; 
who  have  received  salaries,  pay  or  emolument  of 
any  kind,  without  being  in  office;  whose  commis- 
sions have  been  ante-dated;  who  held  other  stations 
or  appointments,  state  or  federal,  when  receiving 
pay  for  particular  offices  or  agencies,  or  who  have 
been  engaged  in  private  employment,  and  what, 
whilst  receiving  pay  from,  and  rendering  no  service 
to,  the  government  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
names  of  such  officers,  or  agents,  or  deputies;  the 
sums  or  salaries  paid  to  each,  and  the  times  of 
service  of  each  respectively. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  various  executive  officers, 
in  replying  to  the  foregoing  resolutions,  be  request- 
ed, at  the  same  time,  to  furnish  a statement  of  the 
period  at  which  any  innovations  not  authorised  by 
law,  if  such  exist,  had  their  origin;  their  causes, 
and  the  necessity  which  has  required  their  continu- 
ance. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be 
directed  to  furnish  this  committee  with  the  report, 
or  copy  of  the  report,  of  John  P.  Van  Ness  and 
Amos  Kendall,  commissioners  appointed  by  au- 
thority of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  to 
receive  and  report  such  testimony  as  might  be 
offered  touching  certain  charges  preferred  by  Mr. 
Hanson  Gassaway,  relative  to  the  condemnation, 
and  delivery  to  him,  of  sundry  pieces  of  ordnance 
at  Washington  arsenal;  and  certain  other  charges 
connected  with  sundry  contracts,  and  other  matters 
connected  with  the  office  of  the  navy  commissioners, 
which  commissioners  sat  during  the  year  1§33. 

A true  copy  from  the  journal. 

Attest  B.  F.  HALLETT,  clerk. 

In  select  committee  of  the  house  to  inquire  into  the  ex 
ecutive  departments,  fyc.  January  23 d,  1837. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  and  the 
chairman  directed  to  furnish  the  president  of  the 
United  States  with  a copy  of  the  same: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  U.  States  be 
requested,  and  the  heads  of  the  several  executive 
departments  be  directed,  to  furnish  this  committee 
with  a list  or  lists  of  all  the  officers,  or  agents,  or 
deputies  who  have  been  appointed  or  employed  and 
paid,  since  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  to  the  1st  of  D<  :c. 
last,  if  any,  without  authority  of  law,  or  win  >se 
names  are  not  contained  in  the  last  printed  regis  ter 
of  public  officers,  commonly  called  the  “Blue 
Book,”  by  the  president  or  either  of  the  said  he  ads 
of  department  respectively,  and  without  nomina- 
tion to,  or  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate  of 
the  U.  States,  showing  the  names  of  such  officers 
and  agents,  or  deputies,  the  sums  paid  to  each,  the 


services  rendered,  and  by  what  authority  appointed 
and  paid,  and  what  reasons  for  such  appointment. 

Resolved,  That  the  various  executive  officers  in 
replying  to  the  foregoing  resolutions,  be  requested  at 
the  same  time  to  lurnish  a statement  of  the  period 
at  which  any  innovations  not  authorised  by  law,  if 
such  exist,  had  their  origin;  their  causes  and  the 
necessity  which  has  required  their  continuance. 

Attest,  B.  F.  HALLETT,  clerk. 

The  president's  letter  to  the  committee. 

[copy.] 

Washington  city,  January  26,  1837. 

Str:  I received  on  the  evening  of  the  24th  inst. 
your  letter,  covering  a copy  of  certain  resolutions 
purporting  to  have  been  adopted  by  a committee  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  of  which  you  are 
chairman,  and  request  that  you  will  lay  betore  that 
committee,  this,  my  reply,  which  I hasten  to  make. 

It  appears,  by  the  published  proceedings  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  that  the  committee,  cf 
which  you  are  chairman,  was  appointed  on  your 
motion.  The  resolution  offered  by  you,  and  finally 
adopted  by  the  house,  raised  a direct  issue  with 
that  part  of  my  annual  message  in  which  I held  the 
following  language:  “Before  concluding  this  paper, 
I think  it  due  to  the  various  executive  departments, 
to  bear  testimony  of  their  prosperous  condition, 
and  to  the  ability  and  integrity'  with  which  they 
have  been  conducted.  It  has  been  my  aim  to  en- 
force in  all  of  them  a vigilant  and  faithful  discharge 
of  the  public  business;  and  it  is  gratifying  to  me 
to  believe  that  there  is  no  just  cause  of  complaint, 
from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
fulfilled  the  object  of  their  creation.”  Your  resolu- 
tion is  in  the  following  words: 

“ Resolved , That  soTnuch  of  the  president’s  mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  ‘condition  of  the  various  ex- 
ecutive departments,  the  ability  and  integrity'  with 
which  they  have  been  conducted,  the  vigilant  and 
faithful  discharge  of  the  public  business  in  all  of 
them,  and  the  causes  of  complaint  from  any  quar- 
ter, at  the  manner  in  which  they  have  fulfilled  the 
objects  of  their  creation,’  be  referred  to  a select 
committee,  to  consist  of  nine  members,  with  power 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  with  instruc- 
tions to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  various 
executive  departments,  the  ability'  and  integrity 
with  which  they  have  been  conducted,  into  the 
manner  in  which  the  public  business  has  been  dis- 
charged in  all  of  them,  and  into  all  causes  of  com- 
plaint, from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  which 
said  departments,  or  their  bureaus  or  offices,  or  any 
of  their  officers  or  agents  of  every  description 
whatever,  directly  or  indirectly  connected  with 
them  in  any  manner,  officially  or  unofficially,  in 
duties  pertaining  to  the  public  interest,  have  fulfill- 
ed or  failed  to  accomplish  the  objects  of  their  crea- 
tion, or  have  violated  their  duties,  or  have  injured 
and  impaired  the  public  service  and  interest,  and 
that  said  committee  in  its  inquiries,  may  refer  to 
such  periods  of  time  as  to  them  may  seem  expedient 
and  proper.” 

It  also  appears,  from  the  published  proceedings 
of  the  house,  that  this  resolution  was  accompanied 
and  supported  by  a speech  of  consideiable  length, 
in  which  you  preferred  many  severe  but  vague 
charges  of  corruption  and  abuse  in  the  executive 
departments.  The  resolutions  adopted  by  the  com 
mittee,  as  well  as  that  adopted  by  the  house  itself," 
must  be  taken  in  connection  with  your  introducto- 
ry speech,  which  gives  a character  to  the  whole 
proceeding.  When  thus  regarded,  it  is  obvious 
that,  by  the  resolution  of  the  house,  an  issue  is  made 
with  the  president  of  the  United  States;  as  ho  had 
alleged,  in  his  annual  message,  that  the  heads  of 
the  executive  departments  hail  performed  their  offi- 
cial duties  with  ability  and  integrity.  In  your 
speech  you  denied  this;  you  charged  them  with 
manifold  corruptions,  and  abuses  of  trust,  as  you 
had  done  in  former  speeches,  to  which  you  referred; 
and  you  demanded  an  investigation  through  the 
medium  of  a committee.  Certain  other  members 
of  congress,  as  appears  by  the  published  debates, 
united  with  you  in  these  accusations;  and  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  their  truth  or  falsehood,  the 
committee  you  demanded  was  ordered  to  be  raised, 
and  you  were  placed  at  its  head.  The  first  pro- 
ceeding of  the  investigating  committee  is  to  pass  a 
series  of  resolutions,  which,  though  amended  in 
their  passage,  were,  as  understood,  introduced  by 
you,  calling  on  the  president  and  the  heads  of  the 
departments — not  to  answer  to  any  specific  charge; 
not  to  explain  any  alleged  abuse;  not  to  give  infor- 
mation as  to  any  particular  transaction;  but,  as- 
stiming  that  they  have  been  guilty  of  the  charges 
all  eged,  calls  upon  them  to  furnish  evidence  against 
theiTiselves! 

Ai'ierthe  reiterated  charges  you  have  made,  it  w as 
to  Dave  been  expected  that  you  would  have  been 
prepared  to  reduce  them  to  specifications,  and  that 
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the  committee  would  then  proceed  to  investigate  the 
matters  alleged.  But  instead  of  this,  you  resort  to 
generalities  even  more  vague  than  your  original  ac- 
cusations, and  in  open  violation  of  the  constitution, 
and  of  that  well  established  and  wise  maxim,  “that 
all  men  are  presumed  to  be  innocent  until  proven 
guilty,  according  to  the  established  rules  of  law,” 
you  request  myself  and  the  heads  of  the  departments 
to  become  our  own  accusers,  and  to  furnish  the  evi- 
dence to  convict  ourselves;  and  this  call  purports  to 
be  founded  on  the  authority  of  that  body  in  which 
alone  by  the  constitution,  the  power  of  impeaching 
us  is  vested!  The  heads  of  departments  may  answer 
such  a request  as  they  please,  provided  they  do  not 
withdraw  their  own  time,  and  that  of  the  officers 
under  their  direction,  from  the  public  business,  to 
the  injury  thereof.  To  that  business,  I shall  direct 
them  to  devote  themselves,  in  preference  to  any  il- 
legal and  unconstitutional  calls  for  information,  no 
matter  from  what  source  it  may  come,  or  however 
anxious  they  may  be  to  meet  it.  For  myself,  I 
shall  repel  all  such  attempts  as  an  invasion  of  the 
principles  of  justice,  as  well  as  of  the  constitution; 
arid  1 shall  esteem  it  my  sacred  duty  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  to  resist  them  as  I would  the 
establishment  of  a Spanish  inquisition. 

If,  after  all  the  severe  accusations  contained  in  the 
various  speeches  of  yourself  and  your  associates, 
you  are  unwilling  of  your  own  accord  to  bring  spe- 
cific charges,  then  I request  your  committee  to  call 
yourself  and  your  associates,  and  every  other  mem- 
ber of  congress  who  has  made  the  general  charge  of 
corruption,  to  testify  before  God  and  our  country, 
whether  you  or  they  know  of  any  specific  corruption 
or  abuse  of  trust  in  the  executive  departments;  and  if 
so,  what  it  is.  If  you  are  able  to  point  to  any  case 
where  there  is  the  slightest  reason  to  suspect  corrup- 
tion or  abuse  of  trust,  no  obstacle  which  I can  re- 
move shall  be  interposed  to  prevent  the  fullest  scru- 
tiny by  all  legal  means.  The  offices  of  all  the  de- 
partments will  be  opened  to  you,  and  every  facility 
furnished  for  this  purpose. 

I hope,  sir,  we  shall  at  last  have  your  charges,  and 
that  you  will  proceed  to  investigate  them,  not  like 
an  inquisitor,  but  in  the  accustomed  mode.  If  you 
either  will  not  make  specific  accusations,  or  if,  when 
made,  you  attempt  to  establish  them  by  making 
freemen  their  own  accusers,  you  will  not  expect  me 
to  countenance  your  proceedings.  In  the  short  pe- 
riod which  remains  of  my  official  duty,  I shall  endea- 
vor, as  I have  heretofore  endeavored,  to  fulfil  the 
obligations  of  that  oath  of  office  by  which  I en- 
gaged “to  the  best  of  my  ability,  to  preserve,  pro- 
tect and  defend  the  constitution  of  the  U.  States;” 
and  for  this,  and  other  reasons  of  the  most  solemn 
character,  I shall,  on  the  one  hand,  cause  every 
ossible  facility  consistent  with  law  and  justice,  to 
e given  to  the  investigation  of  specific,  tangible 
charges,  and,  on  the  other,  shall  repudiate  all  at- 
tempts to  invade  the  just  rights  of  the  executive 
departments,  and  of  the  individuals  composing  the 
same.  If,  after  all  your  clamor,  you  will  make  no 
specific  charges,  or  bring  no  proof  of  such  as  shall 
be  made,  you  and  your  associates  must  be  regarded 
by  the  good  people  of  the  United  States  as  the  au- 
thors of  unfounded  calumnies;  and  the  public  ser- 
vants whom  you  have  assailed  will,  in  the  estima- 
tion of  all  honorable  men,  stand  fully  acquitted. 

In  the  mean  time,  I cannot  but  express  my  aston- 
ishment that  members  of  congress  should  call  for 
information  as  to  the  names  of  persons  to  whom  con- 
tingent moneys  are  paid,  and  the  objects  of  those 
payments,  when  there  are  six  standing  committees 
under  the  seventy-seventh  rule  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, whose  special  duties  are  to  examine 
annually  into  all  the  details  of  those  expenditures 
in  each  of  the  executive  departments.  The  like  re- 
mark is  applicable  to  some  other  branches  of  the 
information  sought  by  you,  ample  details  in  respect 
to  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  reports  laid  before 
congress,  and  now  on  your  files,  and  to  which  I re- 
commend you  to  have  recourse.  I am,  respectful- 
ly, &c.  (Signed)  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

To  the  hon.  Henry  A.  Wise,  chairman  omihe  investi- 
. gating  committee  of  the  abuses  antjfocorruptions 
charged  against  the  executive  departments. 

I certify  that  this  is  a true  copy  from  the  original 
sent.  Test,  A.  JACKSON,  jr. 

Private  secretary,  &c. 


DEFENCE  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  SCOTT. 
Reported  for  the  National  Intelligencer. 

THE  SECOND  DIVISION  AND  CONCLUSION  OF  THE 
DEFENCE  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  WINFIELD  SCOTT, 
BEFORE  THE  COURT  OF  INQUIRY-  AT  FREDERICK 
CITY,  JANUARY  20,  1837. 

II. — Delay  in  opening  and  prosecuting  the  Greek 
Campaign. 

Mr.  President:  Through  much  labor  and  seve- 
ral weeks  of  indisposition,  I have  at  length  reached 
in  this  summary  the  second  general  head  of  inquiry 


directed  against  me,  and  here  again  the  evidence  in 
my  favor  is  ample  and  overwhelming.  The  whole 
of  this  I anxiously  desire  to  compress  and  embody; 
but  fear  that  my  diminished  strength  will  prove  un- 
equal to  the  task.  The  records,  however,  are  be- 
fore the  court;  and,  on  its  researches,  as  well  as  its 
intelligence  and  justice,  I confidently  rely. 

On  the  15th  of  April,  Mr.  Secretary  Cass  wrote 
to  me  to  say  that,  as  soon  as  the  state  of  affairs  in 
Florida  would,  in  my  judgment,  permit,  he  wished 
me  to  direct  my  attention  to  the  Creek  Indians,  and 
to  adopt  such  measures  as  I might  “find  necessary 
to  preserve  or  restore  tranquillity  to  that  part  of  the 
country.”  By  accident  this  letter  was  not  received 
before  the  20th  of  May,  as  is  shown  by  major  Kir- 
by’s endorsement. 

In  the  secretary’s  next  letter,  dated  May  16th, 
my  attention  was  again  strongly  called  to  the  Creek 
country,  with  power  to  require  troops  from  Alabama. 

From  the  same  source  I received  a third  letter, 
dated  the  19th  of  May,  transmitting  “for  [my]  in- 
formation a copy  of  a letter  [that]  day  addressed  to 
brevet  major  general  Jesup,”  in  which  copy  it  is 
said:  “Should  major  general  Scott,  under  the  in- 
structions he  has  heretofore  received,  proceed  to  the 
theatre  of  operations,  he  will  of  course  be  entitled 
to  the  command,  and  you  will  serve  under  him.” 

On  the  19th  of  May  it  was  known  at  Washington 
that  I was,  about  the  beginning  of  the  month,  sick  at 
St.  Augustine,  and  hence  the  doubt  whether  I had 
proceeded  to  the  Creek  country.  The  19th  was  two 
days  prior  to  the  receipt  of  my  letter  of  the  11th, 
animadverting  on  major  Read,  and  nine  before  the 
date  of  Mr.  White’s  letter  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States. 

On  the  12th  of  June,  a fortnight  after  I had  reach- 
ed the  Chattahoochee,  I received  another  letter  from 
the  acting  secretary,  (Mr.  Harris),  dated  the  1st, 
and  directed  to  me  at  Fort  Mitchell,  in  which  was 
enclosed  a copy  of  Mr.  White’s,  without  the  presi- 
dent’s endorsement,  and  without  the  slightest  allu- 
sion to  it.  After  adverting  to  a previous  letter,  of 
May  25th,  enclosing  me  a copy  of  the  full  instruc- 
tions to  governor  Call,  to  assume,  in  a certain  event, 
the  command  against  the  Seminoles,  Mr.  Harris  con- 
cludes: “I  am  instructed  to  iniorm  you  that,  under 
these  circumstances,  the  president  deems  it  unne- 
cessary for  you  to  return  to  the  command  in  Florida.” 

Now,  the  20th  of  May,  immediately  on  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  letter  of  the  15th  of  April,  I had  charg- 
ed brig.  gen.  Eustis  with  the  full  command  in  Flo- 
rida, and  had  personally  set  out  for  the  Creek  coun- 
try. 

Behold  me,  then,  Mr.  President,  from  the  31st  of 
May  to  the  6th  of  July,  (the  day  on  which  the  let- 
ter of  recall  reached  me),  in  the  larger,  and  at  the 
moment  the  more  important  command,  against  the 
Creeks,  without  having  heard  that  my  conduct  in 
Florida,  even  by  letter  respecting  major  Read,  or 
Mr.  White’s  to  the  president,  had  led  to  the  expres- 
sion of  one  syllable  of  official  displeasure  at  Wash- 
ington. On  the  contrary,  sir,  the  letter  from  the 
adjutant  general,  (of  May  5th),  written  by  com- 
mand of  the  president,  on  the  receipt  of  my  report 
from  Tampa  Bay,  contained  expressions  of  decided 
approbation,  and  the  secretary’s  letters  of  the  lfith 
and  19th,  written  after  the  receipt  of  mine  of  April 
30th,  reporting  that  active  operations  in  Florida  had 
terminated  for  the  season,  contain  nothing  but  the 
language  of  consideration  and  respect.  The  ele- 
ments of  discontent,  it  seems,  began  to  lower  and 
mutter  between  the  21st  and  28th,  although  I heard 
them  not;  but  when  a celebrated  letter  reached  Mr. 
Blair,  the  storm  thickened,  the  clouds  were  rent,  and 
I was  struck  by  the  winged  bolt  on  the  distant  banks 
of  the  Chattahoochee.  I must  not,  however,  sir, 
anticipate. 

Before  leaving  St.  Augustine,  as  I reported  from 
Savannah,  May  22d,  “I  ordered  the  new  musket  ae- 
' C©u.trements,  [about  1,800]  the  new  arms,  [750 
Hall’s  patent  rifles],  and  the  new  tents  from  Pico- 
lata,  and  Sf."  Augustine,  to  Augusta,  and  also  some 
spare  fixed  ammunition  from  the  former  place.”  The 
route  of  these  articles  was  immediately  changed,  af- 
ter writing  this  letter,  from  Savannah  via  Augusta, 
Sec.  to  from  Savannah,  by  the  way  of  Darien,  the 
Altamaha  and  Ochmulgee,  to  Hawkinsville  or  Ma- 
con, distant  from  Columbus,  Hawkinsville  about  110 
miles,  and  Macon  about  88.  This  change  of  route 
was  made  upon  the  information  of  the  hon.  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Wayne,  and  the  assurance  of  the  agent  of  the 
navigation  company  then  in  Savannah,  that  the  Al- 
tamaha and  Ochmulgee  would  remain  navigable  for 
common,  if  not  for  steam  boats,  many  weeks  lon- 
ger, and  which  assurance,  aided  by  a long  succes- 
sion of  heavy  showrers,  was  more  than  verified.  The 
court  has  seen  that  the  rifles,  accoutrements,  &c. 
took  this  better  route  instead  of  ascending  the  Sa- 
vannah river  to  Augusta,  and  thence  by  land  220 
miles  to  Columbus. 


Having  transacted  other  business  iii  Savannah, 
the  court  has  seen  that  I was  at  Augusta  on  the  25th 
of  May.  Here  I learned  that,  by  orders  from  Wash- 
ington, a large  quantity  of  subsistence  had  been  pur- 
chased in  Charleston,  to  be  transported  thence  by 
land  carriage,  via  Augusta,  to  Columbus,  and  imme- 
diately I directed  lieutenant  Dimmock,  the  quarter- 
master at  Augusta,  to  write  to  Charleston  to  cause 
that  subsistence  to  go  by  the  way  of  Darien,  for  the 
reasons  already  mentioned.  This  letter,  however 
did  not  arrive  in  Charleston  in  time,  which  produc- 
ed at  Augusta  a part  of  the  embarrassment  experi- 
enced there  in  obtaining  wagons.  (See  lieutenant 
Dimmock  to  me,  May  29th).  Subsequent  instruc- 
tions were  given  by  me  in  respect  to  all  the  other 
heavy  articles,  which,  by  orders  from  Washington, 
were  to  take  the  route  from  Charleston  via  Augusta. 

According  to  the  testimony  of  major  Kirby,  I call- 
ed, wffien  at  Augusta,  for  a return  of  property  at  the 
United  States  arsenal  near  that  city;  marked  upon 
the  return  the  arms  (including  the  only  six  pounder 
fitted  for  the  field)  and  ordnance  stores  which  I 
thought  might  be  wanted,  and  ordered  that  the  ar- 
ticles so  marked  should  be  forwarded  to  Columbus. 
The  arsenal  contained  no  accoutrements,  and  few  or 
no  cartridges  for  muskets.  It  contained,  however, 
several  thousand  of  muskets. 

But  this,  sir,  was  my  position  in  respect  to  arms. 
1.  I had  already  ordered,  from  Florida,  750  rifles, 
complete,  and  1,800  musket  accoutrements,  because 
I had  learned,  by  recent  experience,  as  is  in  evi- 
dence, that  the  United  States  southern  arsenals  con- 
tained but  few  or  none  of  those  articles,  and  I want- 
ed them  to  make  up  deficiencies.  2.  I did  not  know, 
nor  could  I tell,  until  I could  see  governor  Schley, 
at  Milledgeville,  what  muskets  he  might  want  to 
arm  the  troops  he  had  ordered  to  the  Creek  country. 
3.  I confidently  relied,  as  a farther  resource,  should 
it  be  necessary,  on  the  United  States  arsenal  at 
Mount  Vernon,  from  which,  by  steam,  arms,  &c. 
might  be  obtained  more  promptly  than  by  wagons 
from  Augusta,  and  I had  then  in  my  possession, 
transmitted  by  the  adjutant  general,  a letter  from 
captain  Hardin  to  governor  Clay,  dated  February  8, 
1836,  which  showed  that  there  were,  at  that  date,  in 
the  Mount  Vernon  arsenal,  “10,000  superior  new 
muskets,  with  buck  shot  and  ball  cartridges,  and  ten 
pieces  of  field  artillery,  completely  equipped.”  4 
I arrived  at  Milledgeville  the  28th  of  May,  when  I 
learned  that  the  state  arsenal  being  deficient  in  arms, 
the  governor  had  the  day  before  required  from  the 
arsenal  at  Augusta,  1,000  muskets,  &c.  which  his 
excellency  thought  would  be  enough  to  make  up  de- 
ficiencies, even  before  he  knew  that  I had  ordered 
to  Columbus  the  750  rifles  (mentioned  above)  for  a 
like  purpose.  See  major  Baden’s  letter  tome,  dated 
May  31,  enclosingthe  requisition  of  his  excellency, 
dated  the  27th.  Major  Baden  said  to  me  in  that  let- 
ter, “I  have  this  day  turned  over  to  the  assistant 
quartermaster  here  for  transportation  to  Columbus 
****  one  thousand  muskets,”  but  not  the  accoutre- 
ments (also  required)  because  there  were  none  in 
the  arsenal. 

Well,  sir,  I reached  Columbus  on  the  30th  of  May. 
Many  companies  of  the  Georgia  line,  ordered  out  by 
the  governor,  had  preceded  me,  and  others  were 
coming  up  daily.  It  was  soon  ascertained  by  ma- 
jor Kirby,  the  mustering  officer,  that  those  troops 
had  brought  with  them  a smaller  number  of  arms, 
and  those  of  a more  inferior  quality,  than  governor 
Schley  and  myself  had  expected.  (See  testimony 
of  the  major  under  my  15th  question,  and  the  depo- 
sition of  the  honorable  colonel  Dawson,  M.  C.  to 
answer  to  my  third  interrogatory.)  The  heavy 
rains  which  had  been  falling  for  a week,  and  which, 
by  carrying  off  bridges,  and  rendering  bad  roads 
worse,  also  soon  alarmed  me  on  the  subject  of  the 
thousand  muskets  coming  from  Augusta,  and  the 
rifles  and  accoutrements  coming  from" Hawkinsville. 
Accordingly,  on  the  3d  of  June,  I addressed  the  ur- 
gent letter  of  this  date  to  captain  Hardin,  command- 
ing the  United  States  arsenal  at  Mount  Vernon,  in 
which  I said: 

“On  the  receipt  of  this,  you  will  lose  no  time  in 
hiring  a steamer  of  light  draught  of  water,  and  put 
on  board  of  her  for  this  place,  four  pieces  of  ord- 
nance, two  howitzers  and  two  six-pounders,  with 
harness  and  implements  complete,  and  at  least  one 
hundred  and  fifty  rounds  of  ammunition  (fixed)  for 
each  piece.  If  you  have  no  howitzers,  yon  will 
send  four  six-pounders.  Let  the  greater  number  of 
rounds  of  fixed  ammunition  be  grape  and  canister, 
with  some  shells  for  the  howitzer  and  some  round 
shot  for  the  six-pounders.  Put  on  board  the  same 
boat  3,000  stands  of  muskets,  complete;  but  I fear 
you  have  no  accoutrements.  Nevertheless,  send 
the  arms,  with  prickers,  primers,  &c.  Send,  fur- 
ther, 100,000  rounds  of  fixed  musket  buck  and  ball, 
and  some  buck  cartridges,  and  50,000  flints.  I rely 
upon  your  using  the  utmost  despatch,”  See. 
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In  his  reply,  dated  June  the  14th,  captain  Hardin 
said  to  me,  that  “the  governors  of  Alabama  and 
Florida  have  completely  exhausted  my  stock  of 
arms  and  ammunition,”  and  that  hence  he  sent  my 
requisition  to  the  Baton  Rouge  arsenal;  that  “go- 
vernor Clay  had  drawn  from  this  depot  the  follow- 
ing ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  to  wit:  4 six- 
pounders,  complete;  6,800  muskets,  complete; 
175,000  buckshot  and  ball  cartridges;  307  six- 
pounder  canister;  105  six-pounder  strap-shot;  9,700 
flints;  1,492  sets  of  infantry  accoutrements;  50  yards 
of  slow  match;  1,000  priming  tubes  and  133  port 
fires.  Of  the  above,  6,000  muskets,  4 pieces  of 
ordnance  and  a due  proportion  of  other  stores  were 
shipped  to  Montgomery,  and  the  balance  were  or- 
dered to  Claiborne,  for  the  troops  called  out  by  the 
governor,  and  to  be  rendezvoused  at  Irwinton,  Bar- 
bour county,  in  this  state.  I am  at  this  moment 
engaged  in  preparing  ammunition,  and  shipping  it 
to  Montgomery,  which  I shall  continue  to  do  until 
the  close  of  the  campaign.” 

Now,  when  it  is  recollected  that  Montgomery  is 
less  than  fifty  miles  from  Tuskeegee,  the  head  quar- 
ters of  the  Alabama  line,  the  court  will  begin  to  see 
by  what  superiorsenergy  and  despatch  major  gene- 
ral Jesup  was  enabled,  without  giving  me  theleast 
intimation,  and  against  my  orders,  to  commence 
operations  on  the  12th  of  June,  and  to  invert  my 
plan  of  campaign!  At  Tuskeegee  he  found  the 
troops  in  great  numbers,  already  assembled,  and 
armed  from  the  United  States  arsenal,  conveniently 
situated  in  his  rear.  But  to  return  to  my  situation 
on  the  Georgia  side  of  the  enemy. 

I have  said  that  I arrived  at  Columbus  the  30th 
of  May,  accompanied  by  his  excellency  governor 
Schley,  major  general  Jesup,  major  Kirby  and  cap- 
tain Parrott;  the  three  latter  of  the  army.  I had 
not  with  me  one  staff  officer,  not  even  an  aid-de- 
camp,  except  paymaster  Kirby;  but  he  was,  as  I 
have  elsewhere  said,  almost  a host  within  himself, 
performing  in  rapid  succession  the  duties  of  adju- 
tant general,  inspector  general,  quartermaster  gene- 
ral, &c.  but  even  his  zeal  and  abilities  had  their  li- 
mits, and  I found,  at  Columbus,  no  stafl'officer,  and 
no  depots  or  stores  of  any  kind.  On  the  latter  point, 
see  the  testimony  of  major  Kirby.  Every  thing 
was  still  to  be  collected,  or  created  and  organized. 
No  subsistence,  and  no  stores  of  any  kind  had  yet 
arrived  or  were  near  at  hand,  by  any  order  issued  at 
Washington. 

The  instructions  for  general  Jesup  I hastily  drew 
up,  when  already  much  indisposed.  I had  left  St. 
Augustine  in  a convalescent  state;  but  travelling 
night  and  day  from  Augusta,  in  storms  of  rain,  I 
had  now  relapsed.  General  Jesup  set  out  for  the 
head-quarters  of  the  Alabama  line,  at  Tuskeegee, 
on  the  4th,  and  took  with  him  captain  Parrott. 

The  Georgia  troops  continued  to  arrive  at  Colum- 
bus as  late  as  the  23d  of  June.  Of  the  regulars, 
one  company  (captain  Monro’s)  reached  that  place 
on  the  14th;  major  Lomax’s  small  battalion,  that  of 
major  Pierce,  and  colonel  Henderson’s  first  detach- 
ment of  United  States  marines,  followed  at  inter- 
vals of  two,  three  and  five  days.  The  remainder 
of  the  United  States  troops  came  even  a little  later. 
And  here  it  is  proper  to  say,  that  not  a man  was  in 
the  field  by  my  order.  The  regulars  were  all  sent 
from  the  north  by  directions  from  the  war  and  navy 
departments,  and  the  volunteers,  mediately,  at  least, 
by  the  governors  of  their  respective  states. 

Hearing,  from  passengers  arriving  at  Columbus 
in  the  public  coaches  from  the  east,  that  the  wa- 
gons, loaded  with  muskets,  &c.  sent  by  maj.  Baden 
from  the  Augusta  arsenal,  were  much  delayed  by 
the  heavy  rains,  and  consequently  injury  to  the 
roads  and  bridges,  I despatched,  the  13th  of  June, 
an  intelligent  volunteer,  John  Crowell,  jun.  esq. 
remarkable  for  his  zeal  and  energy,  to  proceed  ra- 
pidly until  he  should  meet  the  train,  and  then  to 
hire  extra  wagons,  distribute  the  loads  and  force 
the  whole  to  move,  day  and  night,  towards  Colum- 
bus. See  his  report  to  me,  dated  the  16th,  and  the 
deposition  of  governor  Schley,  (answer  to  my  23d 
interrogatory).  This  train,  which  Mr.  Crowell 
thought  would  reach  Columbus  the  19th,  did  not  ar- 
rive until  the  night  of  the  20th. 

The  18th,  having  heard  nothing  of  the  approach 
of  the  rifles,  musket  accoutrements,  &c.  which  had 
been  expected  at  Columbus  about  the  12th,  from 
Havvkinsville,  I instructed  an  aid-de  -camp,  lieute- 
nant Betts,  to  proceed  day  and  night  to  meet,  and  to 
hasten  on  by  similar  means,  those  articles.  After 
he  was  in  the  saddle  for  this  purpose,  major  Beard, 
who  had  been  for  some  time  employed  in  the  quar- 
termaster’s department  on  the  Ochmulgee,  arrived, 
and  assuring  Mr.  Betts  and  myself  that  he  (the 
major)  had  placed  the  Hawkinsville  train’  under  a 
most  energetic  conductor,  I permitted  Mr.  Betts  to 
dismount.  Two  steamboat  accidents  had  delayed 
these  arms,  &c.  coming  up  from  Darien  to  Haw- 
kinsvillejand  on  the  road  thence  a most  extraordi- 


nary panic  seized  the  conductor  and  his  wagoners, 
by  which  several  days  more  were  lost.  (See  Mr. 
Bett’s  testimony).  The  rifles,  accoutrements,  &c. 
did  not  arrive  at  Columbus  till  the  23d  or  25th,  after 
I had  moved  with  the  whole  disposable  armed.  force 
of  Georgia  and  the  regulars  who  had  come  up. — 
Major  Alford’s  mounted  battalion  was  left  to  arm 
itself  with  a part  of  the  rifles,  and  to  follow;  and 
directions  given  for  sending  down  the  river  the  re- 
mainder of  the  rifles,  the  musket  accoutrements, 
&c.  for  the  use  of  the  troops  in  advance.  Major 
Alford,  in  a few  days  overtook  the  foot,  and  partici- 
pated in  the  operations  which  ensued. 

That  every  exertion  and  much  foresight  had  been 
exhibited  by  me  to  obtain  the  arms,  &c.  needed  to 
equip  the  Georgia  volunteers  as  early  as  possible, 
say  by  the  12th,  or  at  the  latest,  the  14th  of  June, 
is  further  and  conclusively  shown  by  the  deposi- 
tions of  governor  Schley,  major  general  Sanford, 
and  colonel  Dawson,  in  answer  to  my  23d,  15th  and 
3d  interrogatories,  propounded  to  those  distinguish- 
ed individuals  respectively,  to  whose  depositions  I 
particularly  invite  the  attention  of  this  court. 

[f  the  question  be  asked  why  I did  not  take  the 
field,  say  as  early  as  the  15th  of  June,  with  the  arm- 
ed portion  of  the  Georgia  line  and  the  only  compa- 
ny of  the  regulars  (Monro’s ) that  had  then  arrived 
— the  answers  are  numerous,  but  I shall  here  only 
ive  two:  1st.  The  wantof  subsistence  forfourmore 
ays,  none  having  yet  arrived,  principally  from  the 
same  causes  which  had  delayed  the  arms,  and  this 
reason  will  be  more  fully  developed  in  the  sequel. 
2d.  There  were  not  armed  men  in  sufficient  num- 
bers (before  the  21st  of  June,  the  day  when  the 
muskets  were  distributed,  and  a movement  in  force 
actually  commenced),  on  the  eastern  side  of  the 
enemy,  even  to  guard  the  important  points  on  the 
Chattahoochee,  to  prevent  parties  of  Indians  from 
escaping  across  towards  Florida.  (See,  on  this 
point,  the  decisive  replies  of  governor  Schley  to 
the  22d  question;  of  major  general  Sanford  to  the 
5th  and  2d,  and  of  colonel  Dawson  to  the  3d,  ad- 
dressed to  them  respectively).  And  so  important 
was  this  object  considered  by  the  government,  that 
the  unusual  course  was  adopted  of  causing  major 
general  Macomb  to  write  to  me,  with  his  own  hand, 
June  25th,  as  follows: 

“The  secretary  deems  it  very  important  that  a 
strong  force  should  be  stationed  so  as  to  prevent 
the  escape  of  the  Creeks  in  that  direction  (towards 
Florida);  it  is,  therefore,  the  order  of  the  secretary 
of  war,  that  you  station  a sufficient  force  so  as  to 
prevent  them  making  their  escape  and  taking  that 
direction.” 

I apprehend,  Mr.  President,  that  it  would  be 
difficult  to  employ  language  at  once  more  urgent 
and  specific.  When  I received  that  letter,  I flat- 
tered myself  that  I had  in  hand  the  emphatic  ap- 
probation of  government;  for  the  measure  therein 
enjoined,  originally  adopted  by  his  excellency  go- 
vernor Schley,  before  the  Georgia  troops  had  been 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
was  followed  out  after  I had  assumed  the  command, 
in  proportion  to  the  arrival  of  men  with  arms.  O, 
most  simple  and  short  sighted  mortal!  Only  three 
days  thereafter,  another  letter  from  major  general 
Macomb,  dated  June  28th,  followed: 

“Sir:  I have  received  through  the  secretary  of 
war,  the  order  of  the  president  to  recall  you  to  the 
seat  of  government.  You  will,  therefore,  on  the 
receipt  of  this  letter,  turn  over  to  brevet  major  ge- 
neral Jesup  the  command  of  the  troops  serving 
against  the  hostile  Creeks,  and  repair  to  the  city  of 
Washington.” 

This  order,  sir,  was  brief  and  emphatic,  and  I 
felt  it  as  it  was  intended — a heavy  punishment.— 
No  cause  was  assigned — not  the  slightest  explana- 
tion of  the  grounds  of  dissatisfaction  intimated.  I 
quietly  and  courteously  obeyed;  set  out  for  Wash- 
ington— wearied  myself  but  little  with  conjectures, 
and  expressed  not  one.  At  Norfolk,  as  I after- 
wards found  to  be  the  fact,  the  true  cause  was 
very  fully  mentioned  to  me.  I repelled  the  rumor, 
which  however  gained  strength  at  Baltimore;  but, 
on  arriving  at  Washington,  I saw  the  treacherous 
weapon  that  had  stabbed  me  in  the  dark — the  ori- 
ginal letter  from  major  general  Jesup  to  Mr.  Blair, 
marked  “private,”  and  only  to  be  shown  to  the 
president  of  the  United  States! 

Since  this  deep  degradation,  and  lying  prostrate 
under  the  ban  of  executive  displeasure,  I have  been 
assailed  from  several  quarters,  without  intermis- 
sion and  with  perfect  impunity.  I.  shall  cite  here 
but  two  examples  of  this  servile  war  made  upon 
me — both  of  which  are  in  evidence,  and  belong  to 
this  branch  of  inquiry. 

1.  General  Jesup,  at  his  head  quarters  in  the 
Creek  country,  found  leisure  to  write  a second  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Blair,  dated  September  3d,  1836,  and 
published  in  the  Globe  of  the  26th.  This  letter 
was  accompanied  by  some  selected  letters  from  me 


to  general  Jesup,  and  his  replies,  with  ingenious 
notes.  To  the  trick  of  the  publication,  and  the  false 
impressions  given  by  it  as  a whole,  I may,  per- 
haps, recur  before  closing  this  address. 

2.  A neat  little  pamphlet  (pink  paper)  written 
in  the  “Creek  country’,  August  8,  1836.”  This 
was  evidently  gotten  up  with  the  assistance  of  gen. 
Jesup  and  the  use  of  his  official  papers,  and  which 
ingeniously  mixes  together  misstatements  of  facts 
with  false  principles.  Among  the  latter,  the  se- 
cretary’s order,  and  my  measures  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  escaping  across  the  Chattahoochee 
towards  Florida,  are  ridiculed  and  derided.  The 
joint  production  of  the  general  and  his  captain-aid- 
de-camp,  is,  however,  only  signed  by  the  latter. — 
The  road  to  favor  had  already  been  discovered,  and 
the  captain  was  soon  rewarded  with  the  rank  of  co- 
lonel. 

A word  more,  sir,  in  respect  to  arms  prior  to  the 
arrival  of  the  muskets  on  the  20th.  and  the  rifles 
and  accoutrements  about  the  25th  of  June. 

Major  Kirby  said  to  this  court  that  he  “mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  forty-five 
companies  of  the  Georgia  troops,  at  Columbus, 
early  in  June.  They  were  generally  entirely  des- 
titute of  arms  and  accoutrements.  The  few  arms 
they  had  were  generally  unfit  for  service  in  the 
field.” 

Soon  after  this  period,  it  ought  to  be  stated,  in 
justice  to  governor  Schley,  that  some  wagon  loads 
of  state  arms  which  he  had  mentioned  to  me  at 
Milledgeville  as  being  already  on  the  road  to  Co- 
lumbus, arrived,  which  enabled  us  to  arm  and  des- 
patch several  heavy  reinforcements  to  guard  the 
passes  of  the  river  below,  in  the  direction  of  Irwin- 
ton. I have  no  memorandum  of  the  number  of 
these  arms,  and  I can  only  conjecture  that  it  might 
have  been  from  600  to  800,  that  is,  muskets,  but 
with  few  or  no  accoutrements.  But  after  those 
arms  were  distributed,  and  as  many  troops  sent  be- 
low, or  put  on  board  armed  steamers,  to  cruise  up 
and  down  the  river,  for  the  important  purposes 
mentioned  in  colonel  Dawson’s  answer  to  the  first 
interrogatory,  (and  on  which  duty  he  was  himself 
placed  as  a captain),  major  general  Sanford,  in  his 
reply  to  the  second  interrogatory  submitted  to  him, 
says: 

“Of  the  troops  remaining  under  my  immediate 
command,  less  than  one-third  were  armed,  and 
those  variously  and  indifferently.  Our  miserable 
deficiency  in  this  respect  was  strikingly  displayed 
to  my  view  when,  upon  the  occasion  of  an  alarm, 
it  was  expected  that  the  enemy  would  be  upon  us 
in  full  force,  I had  the  mortification  of  beholding, 
within  my  lines,  1,500  or  1,600  men  with  no  wea- 
pons of  defence  beyond  their  side-arms,  clubs  and 
club-axes.” 

General  Sanford’s  camp  wras  at  this  time  four 
miles  in  advance  of  Columbus,  on  the  west  side  of 
the  river,  towards  the  enemy. 

But,  Mr.  President,  there  was  another,  and  a 
conclusive  reason  why  it  was  necessary  to  wait,  at 
least  as  late  as  the  17th  of  June,  for  muskets  and 
rifles,  with  which  to  arm  the  whole  of  the  Georgia 
line,  before  commencing  active  operations  on  the 
east  side  of  the  enemy:  for,  as  late  as  the  17th,  I 
had  cause  to  entertain  serious  doubts  whether  the 
Alabama  troops  w’ould  consent  to  come  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 

General  Jesup  arrived  at  Tuskeegee,  the  head 
quarters  of  the  Alabama  line,  on  the  4lh  of  June. 
The  8th  he  wrote  to  me,  in  advance  of  the  return 
to  Columbus  of  his  escort,  a strange  letter,  contain- 
ing this  sentence'  “I  have  not  yet  obtained  the 
command  of  the  troops,  but  if  1 obtain  it  at  all,  I shall 
probably  enter  on  duty  to-morrow;”  and  not  a 
word  of  explanation  preceded  or  followed. 

Surprised,  in  the  extreme,  at  this  intimation  of  a 
want  of  zeal  and  constitutional  devotion  on  the  part 
of  the  Alabama  troops,  I eagerly  inquired,  and 
caused  others  to  inquire  among  the  very  intelligent 
officers  of  the  escort,  and  several  gentlemen  who 
accompanied  it  as  individuals,  and  the  apprehen- 
sions excited  by  the  letter  were  much  increased. — 
(See,  on  this  point,  governor  Schley’s  answer  to 
my  18th  interrogatory).  Nay,  it  appeared  to  me, 
and  to  many  others,  who  knew  the  circumstances, 
as  certain,  that  the  Alabamians  had,  from  the  4th 
to  the  8th  of  June,  refused  to  come  under  the  au- 
thorities of  the  United  States,  or,  at  least,  under 
the  command  of  general  Jesup,  and  that  they  would 
continue  so  to  refuse  was  even  more  than  proba- 
ble. . . iU  . 

In  this  state  of  apprehension,  I reported  the  cir- 
cumstance to  the  adjutant  general,  June  the  12th, 
adverted  to  the  subject  in  my  report  to  him  of  the 
14th,  and  again  in  my  report  (by  means  of  the  pa- 
per enclosed)  on  the  17th. 

In  reference  to  the  doubts  so  reported,  the  secre- 
tary of  war  in  his  letter  oi  the  20th  ol  June,  in- 
structed me,  in  the  name  of  the  president,  that  if. 
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contrary  to  the  confidence  reposed  “in  the  governor 
and  citizens  of  Alabama,”  the  militia  of  that  state 
should  “not  have  been  mustered  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States  agreeably  to  the  requisition  of 
the  department,”  I was  immediately  to  “stop  all 
expenditures  and  supplies  of  every  kind  whatever, 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  for  such  militia.” 

The  next  letters  from  general  Jesup  were  receiv- 
ed by  me  on  the  17th  of  June,  and  dated  the  15th 
and  17th.  These  I acknowledged  in  a letter  to 
him  of  the  17th,  in  which  I said: — “You  had  not  in  - 
formed me — you  do  not  even  now  tell  me,  that  you 
are  in  command  of  the  Alabamians.”  It  is  true 
that  that  fact  might,  on  the  17th,  have  been  infer- 
red; but  it  was  not  explicitly  stated  before  his  re- 
port to  me  dated  the  20th. 

Hence,  Mr.  President,  the  justness  and  force  of 
governor  Schley’s  answer  to  my  22d  interrogatory, 
in  which  he  says: — “With  the  great  uncertainty 
with  regard  to  the  Alabama  troops,  and  the  situa- 
tion of  general  Jesup,  I considered  ii  all-important 
that  the  whole  of  the  Georgia  troops  should  be  pre- 
pared to  take  the  field.”  And,  sir,  it  has  been 
shown  that  the  muskets  arrived  on  the  night  of  the 
20th  were  distributed  on  the  21st  of  June,  and  a 
general  movement  immediately  commenced. 

I have  thus  incidentally  shown  that  I was  with- 
out any  letter  from  general  Jesup  after  that  of  the 
8th,  until  the  17th  of  June,  when  his  two  letters  of 
the  15th  and  17th  were  received.  Whence  this 
long  silence,  Mr.  President?  In  his  report  of  the 
20th — the  first  paper  sent  by  him  to  me  deserving 
of  that  name — he  said: 

“I  was  not  aware,  until  yesterday,  that  a letter 
which  I wrote  to  you  on  the  9th  instant  had  not 
been  sent  to  you.  It  was  accidentally  put  up  with 
a bundle  of  papers,  and  I found  it  only  yesterday 
morning,  and  from  no  notice  having  been  taken  of 
my  letter  of  the  12th,  I fear  it  has  not  been  receiv- 
ed. It  was  sent  by  a runner.  I enclose  a copy  of 
it.” 

Sir,  I am  sorry  to  say  that  this  account  of  the 
letter  of  the  9th  is  strange,  if  not  altogether  impro- 
bable; and  I think,  for  reasons  which  will  appear, 
that  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  letter  of  the  12th 
was  ever  confided  to  an  Indian  runner.  Perhaps, 
on  further  search,  it  has  been  found,  like  its  prede- 
cessors retained  among  other  papers.  And  as  the 
point  is  far  otherwise  than  trivial,  I will  here  quote. 

In  support  of  my  conjectures,  what  the  same  writer 
found  himself  compelled  to  say,  in  similar  cases,  to 
a higher  functionary. 

From  Tuskeegee,  Alabama,  August  2d,  1836, 
general  Jesup  said  to  governor  Schley:  “Knowing 
that  I had  written  to  you  in  reply  to  your  commu- 
nication, I was  surprised  when  I received  a copy  of 
a letter  you  wrote  to  the  president,  in  which  you 
declare  that  I treated  ‘with,  silent  contempt  the  rea- 
sonable request  of  the  governor  of  Georgia.’  I ex- 
amined my  letter  book,  and  found  my  letters  to  you 
recorded  in  their  proper  places,”  &c.  “I  felt  indig- 
nant that  a charge  so  entirely  unfounded,  as  1 then 
thought,  should  have  been  made;  but  am  now  in- 
duced to  believe  that,  by  some  oversight  or  omis- 
sion, my  letters  or  at  least  one  of  them,  had  not 
been  sent  to  you.”  He  adds  that  an  officer,  late  of 
his  staff,  “left  Fort  Mitchell  for  Washington  city  on 
the  1st  of  July.  In  looking  over  a file  of  papers 
put  up  by  him  the  morning  he  left,  and  not  opened 
since,  until  last  night,  I found  the  enclosed  letter. 

The  endosement  is  in  hand,  and  I think  it 

probable  that  it  was  put  upon  file  in  place  of  being 
sent  to  you.” 

August  28th.  The  same  to  the  same.  “I  re- 
ceived your  letter  of  the  15th  instant  at  the  moment 
of  setting  out  for,”  &c.  “I  was  detained  longer 
than  I expected,  and  only  returned  this  morning. — 
Your  letter  of  the  30th  of  June  was  not  answered; 
but  the  omission  was  inadvertent,  not  intentional. 

I had  forgotten  that  letter  until  I received  yours  of 
the  15th.” 

Now,  sir,  I will  ask,  what  credit  is  to  be  attach- 
ed to  the  declarations  of  one,  upon  a subject  like 
the  present,  who  has  shown  himself  so  forgetful, 
»nd  of  habits  so  irregular? 

But,  bad  as  was  his  memory,  and  disrespectful  as 
were  his  practices,  in  matters  of  imperious  duty, 
towards  the  chief  magistrate  of  Georgia  and  my- 
self, it  is  in  evidence,  sir,  that,  when  the  object  was 
either  to  give  effect  to  malignity,  or  to  emblazon 
his  own  judgment  and  prowess,  general  Jesup 
never  forgot,  and  always  had  the  leisure  to  address 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  through  Mr. 
Blair,  or  the  less  effective  channel— the  secretary  of 
war.  See  his  two  letters  to  “Francis  P.  Blair, 
esq.”  dated,  respectively,  June  the  20th  and  Sep- 
tember 3,  1836,  and  his  three  official  communica- 
tions addressed  to  the  secretary  of  war,  dated,  re- 
spectively, the  10th,  11th  and  25th  of  June,  1S36. 

These  five  extraordinary  productions,  for  they 
may  be  respectively  denominated — the  first  two 


mentioned,  private-official,  and  the  last  three  official- 
private,  call  for  a few  specific  remarks: 

1.  The  whole  are  highly  laudatory  of  the  writer, 
major  general  Jesup  himself,  to  a degree  which 
might  have  palled  upon  the  palate  of  his  correspon- 
dents, but  for  the  equal  and  happy  admixture  of 
censure  of  me. 

2.  The  two  private  official  letters  have  both  been 
printed  in  the  Globe  newspaper:  the  first,  with  the 
president's  endorsement,  but  without  the  initial  and 
most  sinister  word  (private)  on  the  face  of  the 
letter.  Public  rumor,  without  the  least  agency  of 
mine,  and  which,  indeed,  was  rife  in  Washington, 
Baltimore  and  Norfolk,  whilst  I was  yet  far  to  the 
south,  without  suspicion,  and  without  knowledge 
of  the  matter,  ultimately  forced  out  tliis  produc- 
tion, but  not  in  all  its  deformity,  for  it  was  mutilat- 
ed in  the  Globe  of  that  word  which  gave  character 
to  all  the  others. 

3.  The  letter  of  the  3d  of  September  was  express- 
ly written  in  support  of  that  of  the  20th  of  June, 
and  accompanied  by  official  documents  with  notes 

I — all  professedly  furnished  by  general  Jesup  forpub- 
lication.  As  the  best  evidence,  Mr.  Blair  was  sum- 
moned as  a witness  to  establish  that  fact.  At  first, 
he  informed  the  judge  advocate  that  he  would  at- 
tend on  a given  day,  but  afterwards  wrote  to  that 
officer  that  he  would  prefer  that  his  testimony  should 
be  taken  by  deposition  at  Washington.  I immedi- 
ately drew  up  interrogatories,  which  were  duly 
transmitted  by  the  judge  advocate.  Ample  time  had 
elapsed  when  I was  last  in  court,  and  no  answer  hav- 
ing been  received,  the  printed  communication  and 
Mr.  Blair’s  letter  to  the  judge  advocate  were  offered 
by  me,  and  received,  in  evidence.  One  important 
object  I had  in  view  remains,  however,  unaccom- 
plished. The  Globe,  under  the  editorial  head,  speak- 
ing of  my  official  reports  made  in  the  field,  said, 
August  8,  1836.  “Some  were  sent  to  us  for  publi- 
cation, as  we  understood,  at  his  [general  Scott’s] 
instance.”  Now,  as  I knew  that  this  was  not  so,  and 
had  uniformly  denied  the  charge — which,  moreover, 
if  true,  would  have  rendered  me  justly  obnoxious  to 
the  censure  of  this  court,  under  the  instructions  giv- 
en to  it  by  the  president  of  the  United  States — one 
of  my  interrogatories  requested  Mr.  Blair  to  inquire 
into  the  grounds  of  that  understanding,  and  to  favor 
me  with  his  answer.* 

4.  The  three  letters  of  Mr.  Secretary  Cass  were 
given  in  evidence  by  the  judge  Advocate.  They 
had  never  been  published,  nor  had  I heard  of  them 
until  they  were  read  in  court.  Whether  the 
writer  was  ever  rebuked  by  that  functionary  may  be 
more  than  doubted.  They  were  certainly  not 
sent  back,  as  they  ought  to  have  been,  or  they 
would  not  now  have  been  here.  I have  denomi- 
nated them  official-private;  for,  sir,  it  is  evident  to 
me  that,  when  severally  written,  they  were,  like 
the  celebrated  letter  to  Mr.  Blair  of  the  20th  of 
June,  intended,  by  general  Jesup,  only  for  particu- 
lar eyes.  Thanks  to  the  chief  magistrate,  he  made 
one  public  by  his  endorsement,  and  thanks  to  the 
justness  and  manliness  of  Mr.  Secretary  Butler,  the 
other  three  were  not  retained  in  the  secret  pigeon 
holes  of  the  war  office.  And  what  is  the  character 
of  these  so  long  held  official-pmate  documents? — 
This  it  is  now  my  purpose  to  expose. 

It  has  been  seen  that  gen.  Jesup  says  he  reported 
to  me  on  the  9th  of  June,  put  the  letter  in  a bundle, 
and  forgot  it.  No  wonder.  His  vanity  was  too 
much  flattered  with  the  honor  of  writing  to  Mr.  Se- 
cretary Cass,  for  the  eye  of  the  president,  to  think 
of  me  who  was  charged,  at  the  moment,  with  the 
general  direction  of  the  war.  On  the  10th,  he  made 
a report  to  the  secretary,  overlooking,  as  he  did  me, 
the  adjutant  general  and  the  general-in-chief.  The 
next  day  he  made  another  report  to  the  same  func- 
tionary. In  the  first,  he  says  that  he  has  “about  900 
volunteers  and  militia,”  and  “about  200  friendly  In- 
dian warriors.”  “I  shall  move  to-morrow,  or  the 
next  day,  at  the  farthest,  against  the  hostile  In- 
dians,” that  he  expected  “to  be  joined  by  500  mount- 
ed men,”  and  “by  200  Indian  warriors,  and  [he] 
hoped  to  strike  the  enemy  in  five  days.”  But  not 
an  allusion  to  me,  nor  the  instructions  1 had  given 
him. 

The  11th,  from  the  same  place,  Tuskeegee,  he 
makes  his  second  report  to  Mr.  Secretary  Cass. — 
He  says  that  he  has  been  delayed.  “I  shall  move 
forward  to-morrow,  however,  and  occupy  a position 
on  the  Fort  Mitchell  road,  about  twenty  eight  miles 
in  advance,  and  there  await  the  arrival  of  the  Indian 
warriors  under,”  &c.  “or,  if  I can  find  the  enemy 
without  Indian  guides,  attack  him  immediately.” 


*The  deposition  was  presented  by  the  judge  ad- 
vocate at  the  opening  of  the  court;  but  there  was  not 
time  to  read  it.  Gen.  £>.  was  understood  to  say  that 
it  acquitted  him  of  (he  charge  above  specified. 

[Reporter. 


Now,  not  a word  is  said,  in  either  of  these  re- 
ports, of  his  having  commenced  defensive  opera- 
tions “for  the  purpose  of  staying  the  tomahawk  and 
scalping-knife,  and  of  preventing  the  devastation  of 
entire  settlements  or  neighborhoods  on  the  frontier;” 
nothing  of  his  having  “none  of  that  courage  that 
would  enable  [him]  to  remain  inactive  when  wo- 
men and  children  are  daily  failing  beneath  the  blows 
of  the  savage.”  These  were  flourishes  which  oc- 
curred to  him  subsequently,  alter  I had  rebuked 
him  for  violating  my  orders;  for  moving  premature- 
ly, and  without  notice  to  me,  and  operating  on  a 
line  which  inverted  the  plan  of  operations  agreed 
upon  between  us.  From  his  two  reports  to  the  se- 
cretary, it  U plain  that  none  of  those  devastations 
and  horrors  were  then  going  on.  The  frontier  set- 
tlements of  Alabama  had  been  tranquillized  and 
rendered  secure  before  his  arrival  at  Tuskeegee,  and 
every  white  inhabitant  within  the  enemy’s  country, 
who  was  at  all  exposed,  had  been  previously  mur- 
dered or  had  escaped.  (See  gen.  Sanford’s  answer 
to  my  sixth  interrogatory.  It  is  conclusive  on  this 
point,  for  nobody  better  knew  the  Creek  country). 
No,  sir,  gen.  Jesup  commenced  operations  on  the 
12th,  without  the  crying  necessity  afterwards  in- 
vented; without  “the  altered  circumstances  of  the 
country”  from  the  date  of  my  instructions,  (1st  of 
June),  which  he  alleges,  in  his  letter  to  me  of  the 
17th.  He  says  not  a word  of  the  kind  in  his  two 
formal  reports  to  the  secretary  of  the  10th  and  11th; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  suppressing  all  allusion  to  my 
instructions,  shows  himself  in  haste  to  take  the  war 
into  his  own  hands;  and  the  court  will  recollect  how 
it  happened,  no  thanks  to  his  foresight  or  activity, 
that  he  found  the  Alabamians  amply  provided  with 
arms  and  ammunition. 

The  court  has  also  seen,  by  the  deposition  of  gov. 
Schley,  under  my  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th  and  6th  interroga- 
tories, and  the  answers  of  major  Kirby  to  my  3d, 
4th  and  5th  questions,  that  general  Jesup  not  only 
fully  concurred  in  my  plan  of  campaign  against  the 
Creeks,  without  suggesting  a modification,  but, 
claimed  to  have  hail  the  same  plan  in  view  as  a 
conception  of  his  own;  and  that  I steadily  adhered 
to  it  in  all  its  outlines  and  details,  until  it  was  in- 
verted or  broken  in  upon  by  the  isolated  and  unex- 
pected movement  of  that  general.  The  plan  and 
its  details,  so  shamefully  denounced  (with  my  Flo- 
rida operations)  in  his  letters  to  Mr.  Blair,  and 
pamphlet,  will  appear  in  the  sequel. 

In  my  instructions  to  gen.  Jesup,  dated  June  1st, 
founded  on  the  views  so  fully  and  frequently  de- 
veloped in  conversations  with  him,  I directed  that  he 
should  repair  to  the  head  quarters  of  the  governor  of 
Alabama,  understood  to  be  either  at  Montgomery  or 
Tuskeegee,  in  order  that  the  former,  by  an  inter- 
view with  the  latter,  might  charge  himself  with  the 
command  of  the  Alabamians,  and  the  direction  of 
the  war  on  that  side  of  the  enemy.  His  first  step, 
after  the  interview,  was  to  cause  "the  volunteers,  al- 
ready called  out  in  sufficient  numbers,  to  be  mus- 
tered into  the  service  of  the  United  States — if  the 
enemy  allowed  time  for  that  essential  measure. 

“His  excellency  the  governor  of  Alabama  [I  said, 
in  continuation]  has  proposed,  in  a letter  that  you 
have  seen,  [to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Geor- 
gia militia,  who  might  be  at  Columbus]  to  com- 
mence vigorous  operations  against  the  enemy,  as 
early  as  the  5th  instant.  You  have  seen  my  reply 
to  that  letter,  and  are  well  acquainted  with  all  the 
considerations  which  have  induced  me  to  propose  a 
postponement  to  the  15th.  In  the  meantime,  how- 
ever, and  before  the  regulars  and  all  the  forces  of 
Georgia  shall  arrive,  I think  something  very  advan- 
tageous may  be  safely  attempted  from  a point  at  or 
below  Irwinton,  and  operating  i ip  the  country.” — 
(The  court  has  seen  that  I then  had  expectations 
of  receiving  at  Columbus  the  arms  ordered,  by  the 
12th  or  14th).  My  letter  to  gen.  Jesup  continues: 
“I  shall  wish  you,  therefore,  as  soon  as  you  are  in 
command,  to  send  as  many  of  the  Alabamians  as 
can  be  safely  spared  from  other  great  objects  [evi- 
dently the  defence  of  the  Alabama  frontier  settle- 
ments] to  co-operate  with  any  surplus  troops  of 
Georgia  that  we  may  have  for  the  field,  after  guard- 
ing the  important  points  on  this  river  [the  Chatta- 
hoochee]. What  that  surplus  may  be,  at  the  end 
of  (say)  eight  or  ten  days,  I cannot  speak  with  con- 
fidence; but  from  the  expectations  of  his  excellency 
governor  Schley,  I think  we  shall  by  that  time  be 
able  to  send  to  that  point  from  1,000  to  1,500  men, 
including  horse  and  foot.  With  this  force,  and  a 
little  addition  to  that  which  governor  Clay,  as  you 
have  seen,  proposes  to  send  to  Irwinton,  and  some 
four  or  five  companies  of  regulars,  which  may  be 
here  in  time,  1 think  we  may  clear  the  lower  part 
of  this  river:  that  is  to  say,  the  whole  of  Barbour 
county,  of  the  enemy,  by  the  17th  instant,  and  be- 
fore the  arrival  of  the  last  of  the  regulars  expected 
from  the  north.  By  that  time  all  our  forces  on  this 
side  will  be  up,  and  be  ready  to  be  thrown  across 
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the  river  for  vigorous  co-operation,  and,  as  we  ad- 
vance up  the  country,  a portion  of  the  volunteers 
guarding  the  river  may  be  crossed  over  and  united 
with  the  pursuing  army.”  Many  of  the  regulars, 
however,  were  unavoidably  behind  this  calculation, 
from  four  to  seven  days.  The  letter  concludes: 
“You  will  take  care  to  communicate  to  me  fully,  from 
time  to  time,  your  means,  your  movements,  and  your 
plans,  and  you  will  hear  from  me  frequently.” 

Yet  the  court  has  seen  that,  after  the  receipt  of 
the  enigmatical  and  alarming  letter  of  the  Sth  of 
June,  I did  not  again  hear  from  general  Jesup  till 
the  17th,  when  he  reported  himself  to  be  within 
fourteen  milos  of  Fort  Mitchell! 

Sir,  he  not  only  did  not  report  to  me  himself  (until 
long  afterwards)  any  of  the  important  facts  which 
he  so  fully  disclosed  to  the  secretary  of  war,  as  we 
have  seen;  but  his  presence  at  Tuskeegee,  in  all 
probability,  prevented  his  excellency  governor  Clay, 
then  there,  from  acknowledging  my  two  letters  of 
the  31st  of  May,  as  I now  certainly  know  it  pre- 
vented any  reply  to  a letter  of  the  same  date  and 
tenor  from  governor  Schley.  This  fact  is  establish- 
ed by  the  answers  of  the  latter  to  my  15th  and  16th 
interrogatories,  in  which  it  is  said  that  gov.  Clay 
replied  to  another  letter  written  by  the  deponent 
many  weeks  subsequently,  “that  the  management 
of  the  war  had  devolved  on  generals  Scott  and  Jesup, 
which  seemed  to  render  any  further  correspon- 
dence between  us  [the  two  governors]  upon  that 
subject  unnecessary.”  Yet  a reply  to  either  the 
letter  of  governor  Schley,  or  the  two  from  me, 
would,  under  the  mysterious  silence  of  gen.  Jesup, 
have  much  diminished  my  embarrasments  at  the 
time. 

In  general  Jesup’s  second  report,  dated  the  11th 
of  June,  to  the  secretary  of  war,  he  says:  “I  have 
no  means  of  communicating  directly  with  general 
Scott.  This  circumstance  inclines  me  to  strike  a 
blow  at  once,  though  there  is  some  hazard  in  it. — 
General  Scott,  when  I left  him,  expected  to  be 
ready  by  the  15th.” 

Why,  sir,  had  he  no  direct  means  of  communi- 
cating with  me  ? His  letter  of  the  8th  came  to  Fort 
Mitchell  by  an  Indian  runner.  My  letters  to  him 
of  the  10th,  16th,  &c.  were  sent  by  single  Indians, 
and  he  had  a large  body  of  friendly  Indian  warriors 
with  him.  I early  caused  captain  Page,  who  was, 
at  the  time,  charged  with  the  Indian  department, 
and  the  transmission,  by  Indian  runners,  of  my  let- 
ters to  general  Jesup,  to  be  summoned  here;  but 
the  judge  advocate  informs  me  that  the  captain  is 
detained  at  the  south  by  illness.  General  Jesup, 
however,  has  nowhere  remarked  the  non-recep- 
tion of  any  one  of  my  letters. 

My  second  letter  to  him  was  dated  the  10th,  al- 
luded to  in  the  third  [16th  of  June]  by  mistake,  as 
if  dated  the  12th.  In  this  letter  [of  the  10th]  I said: 
“We  shall  be  much  delayed  in  taking  the  field, 
on  this  side,  by  the  non-arrival  of  our  most  essen- 
tial supplies — rifles,  muskets,  musket  accoutre- 
ments, ammunition,  &c.  I had  expected  these, 
with  subsistence  stores,  to  begin  to  arrive  here  from 
the  Ochraulgee  by  the  7th  instant;  but  here  is  a 
letter  from  the  agent,  Mr.  Beard,  dated  at  Hawkins- 
ville,  the  Sth,  in" which  he  reports  that  nothing  had 
reached  that  place.  He  immediately  despatched  a 
boat  to  Darien  to  make  inquiries,  to  hasten,  &c. — - 
We  have  now  on  the  Chattahoochee  about  3,000 
Georgians,  most  of  them  remarkably  fine  men. — 
Of  the  whole  number,  however,  not  a third  have 
sufficient  arms,  and  a still  smaller  number  good  ac- 
coutrements. It  will,  therefore,  be  impossible  to 
arm  and  equip  the  remaining  two-thirrls  without 
the  muskets,  the  Hall’s  rifles,  and  musket  accoutre- 
ments expected  by  the  Ochmulgee.  From  the  fore- 
going, it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  impossible  for  the 
Georgians  to  commence  operations  from  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Irwinton,  say  in  eight  or  ten  days,  nor 
even  then,  unless  the  arms  and  accoutrements  shall 
have  arrived.  I have  not  had  a line  from  governor 
Clay,”  &.c.  “We  have  more  than  doubled  the  force 
placed  in  the  lower  counties  of  Georgia  to  prevent 
the  Creeks  from  escaping  to  the  Seminoles.” 

In  my  third  letter  to  general  Jesup,  dated  June 
16,  after  telling  him  (as  in  my  second  letter — in 
order  that  his  own  movements  might  not  be  preci- 
pitated) of  the  arms,  &c.  having  been  heard  from, 
and  that  they  might  be  expected  in  a few  days,  I 
say:  “At  present,  of  the  2,200  men  major  general 
Sanford  has  in  his  camp,  (on  the  other  side  of  the 
river),  only  about  400  are  armed,  [and  these  but 
indifferently];  all  the  other  armed  men  have  been 
detached  below,  to  guard  the  river,  and  which,  as 
yet,  from  the  want  of  armed  men  is  but  very  im- 
perfectly guarded.”  I then  allude  to  the  mysteries 
and  omissions  of  his  letter  of  the  8th.  After  ani- 
madverting on  several,  my  letter  proceeds: 

“You  further  tell  me  that  ‘if  a movement  be  de- 
termined on,  I will  send  you  information  of  it  by  a 
runner.’  A movement  to  be  determined  on  ! By 


Now,  in  his  letter  of  the  15th,  written  from  the 
interior  of  the  enemy’s  country,  he  had  said  to  me: 
“I  find  it  impossible  to  obtain  either  corn  or  subsis- 
" ‘ ' stroved  all 


whom?  The  Alabama  commanders,  or  those  in 
conjunction  with  yourself?  Either  you  were  placed 
in  command,  or  you  have  not  been.  In  the  first 

case  you  would  certainly  determine  on  no  scheme  tence  here.  The  hostile  Indians  nave 
of  offensive  operations  without  my  previous  concur-  that  they  have  not  taken  away.” 
rence  and  readiness  to  co-operate;  yet,  without  re- 
ceiving any  runner  from  you,  or  communication  of 
any  kind,  since  the  Sth  instant,  a passenger  in  the 
stage  by  the  upper  route,  just  arrived,  here  reports 
that  you,  at  the  head  of  about  3,000  Alabamians,  and 
1,000  friendly  Indians,  w'as  about  to  march  upon 
Ne-o-mi-co’s  band,  and  to  commence  operations  on 
grand  scale ! I have  no  doubt  there  is  a gross 


ette 


mistake  in  this  report.  You  may,  perhaps,  have 
been  about  to  make  some  defensive  movement,  or 
operation,  to  clear  a frontier  settlement  of  a portion 
of  the  enemy;  but  I will  not  believe  that  you  have 
declared  your  independence  of  my  authority.” 

The  court  will  be  pleased  to  remark  that  I was, 
until  very  recently,  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  general 
Jesup,  though  silent  towards  me,  had  been  quite 
communicative  against  all  regulations  and  decent 
usages  of  the  army,  to  the  secretary  of  war. 

My  letter  to  him,  of  the  16th,  continues:  “It  is 
certain  that  brigadier  general  Moore,  of  Alabama, 
has  commenced  a course  of  offensive  operations, 
from  Irwinton  up  the  country.  From  this  fact 
alone,  I have  rather  inferred  that  you  have  not  even 
yet  been  invested  with  the  command  of  the  Alaba- 
mians, or  you  certainly  would  have  stopped  his  pre- 
mature and  isolated  movement.  These  doubts  and 
conjectures,  in  the  absence  of  all  direct  intelligence 
from  you,  are  sufficiently  harrassing. 

“I  mean  to  be  explicit  and  precise  on  my  part. — 

I desire  you  instantly  to  stop  all  offensive  move- 
ments, (if  you  are  in  command),  on  the  part  of  the 
Alabamians,  until  the  Georgians  are  ready  to  act; 
say  on  the  21st  inst.  the  greater  number  of  them  will 
be  armed  and  ready  for  the  field.  By  that  time,  too, 
there  will  be  on  the  frontier  the  greater  part  of  the 
regulars  and  marines  ordered  from  the  north.  On 
that  day,  if  the  movements  of  general  Moore  shall 
not  render  a modification  of  my  plan  necessary,  I 
shall  begin  to  assemble  the  troops  on  this  side  of  the 
nation,  some  where  in  the  neighborhood  of  Irwinton, 
and  operate  up  the  country.  It  is  my  desire  that 
you  meet  me  about  that  time  and  place,  and  that  you 
bring  with  you  any  disposable  force  you  convenient- 
ly can,  or  that  you  hold  me  whole  of  the  Alabamians 
in  defensive  positions  on  the  frontier  settlements  till 
I shall  bring  the  war  into  their  neighborhood,  when 
you  can  come  into  the  general  line  of  operations 
with  me.” 

June  17th,  I addressed  a fourth  letter  to  general 
Jesup,  of  which  the  following  are  extracts: 

Sir:  I have  this  moment  received  your  two  let- 
ters of  the  15th  and  17th  instant.” 

“I  am  infinitely  astonished  and  distressed  to  hear 
of  your  near  approach,  and  in  a starving  condition, 
to  Fort  Mitchell.  You  knew  that  your  forces  were 
not  wanted  there;  you  knew  that  no  supplies  would 
reach  Irwinton  from  New  Orleans  earlier  than  the 
21st  instant,  if  so  soon;  and  you  knew  by  my  letter 
of  the  10th  inst.  that  nothing  had  arrived  as  high  as 
Hawkinsville  upon  the  Ochmulgee,  and,  conse- 
quently, nothing  could  have  reached  this  place  by 
the  present  date,  from  that  river.  I ought,  also,  to 
add,  that  you  knew  when  you  left  here,  that  the 
troops,  daily  increasing,  were  living  from  hand  to 
mouth  on  the  precarious  supplies  of  the  neighbor- 
hood. Under  these  circumstances,  imagine  my  as 
tonishment  to  learn  that,  instead  of  marching  the 
disposable  force  of  Alabama  upon  Irvvintpn,  with 
subsistence  for  at  least  ten  or  five  days  in  advance, 
you  have  come  through  the  heart  of  the  Indian  coun- 
try, seeking  private  adventures,  which,  if  success- 
ful, could  hardly  have  advanced  the  war,  and  against 
my  known  plan  of  operations,  to  Fort  Mitchell,  forty 
five  miles  out  of  position!  It  is  precisely  general 
Gaines’  movement  upon  Fort  King,  where  there 
was  no  subsistence,  and  there  is  none,  as  you  ought 
to  have  known,  at  Fort  Mitchell!  My  grief  and  dis- 
tress are  at  their  utmost  height,  This:  strange  move- 
ment you  have  made,  without  giving  me  the  slight- 
est notice.  You  have  not  informed  ino. — you  do  not 
even  now  tell  me,  that  you  are  in  command  of  the 
Alabamians;  and  your  last  letter  states  that  it  was 
doubtful  whether  you  ever  would  lie  invested  with 
that  command.  All  this  is  infinit  ely  strange,  and 
was  the  last  thing  in  the  world  that  was  to  be  ex- 
pected from  you," 

The  letter  concluded  with  th<  :se  words:  “Though 
in  grief,  I still  remain  yours  wi  th  great  regard.”  ;’W 
General  Jesup  has  given  this ; letter,  with  notes  of 
his  own  upon  it,  as  part  of  h is  communication  to 
Mr.  Blair,  printed  in  the  Globi  • (September  26,  1836. 
In  one  of  those  notes  he  says  , ‘-‘to  discredit  my  de- 
scribing him  to  be  approachi  ng  Fort  Mitchell  in  a 
starving  condition,”  that,  s .t  the  time,  “he  had 
subsistence  for  the  troops  und  ;r  his  command  to  the 
22d  of  June,” 


“June  16th.  I am  now’  at  the  Big  Spring,  within 
fourteen  miles  of  Fort  Mitchell.”  “I  have  to  re- 
quest that  provisions  and  corn  be  sent  to  Fort  Mitch- 
ell. 1 have  only  five  days’  rations,  and  not  a grain 
of  corn.”  “I  shall,  probably,  be  compelled  to  fall 
back  on  Fort  Mitchell,  or  to  a position  near  to  it. — 

I hope  to  receive  orders  from  you  at  that  place,  to 
which,  if  I do  not  go  myself,  I shall  send  wagons  for 
subsistence.”  And  in  his  note  to  me  of  the  17th, 
received  with  the  letter  of  the  loth— IGth,  he  says: 

“I  find  that  we  have  less  than  two  day’s  rations  in 
addition  to  two  day’s  rations  in  the  hands  of  the  men. 
Whether  successful  or  not  against  Ne-o-a-mathla,  I 
shall  be  compelled  to  go  to  Fort  Mitchell.  Can  you 
give  us  provisions  and  corn  there?  By  all  means  do 
so.” 

Here,  then,  Mr.  President,  is  a great  general,  who 
takes  the  field  against  the  orders  and  without  the 
knowledge  of  his  commander;  puts  himself  on  a 
wrong  line  of  operations,  without  plan  or  object; 
without  the  assured  means  of  subsistence,  and,  w hen 
out  but  from  three  to  five  days,  breaks  silence  only 
to  call  for  help,  and  in  piteous  accents  declares  that, 
whether  successful  or  not,  he  will  be  obliged  to  fall 
back!  We  may  now  see  why  these  letters  were  not 
given  to  the  Globe;  they  would  have  supported  every 
assertion  of  mine  so  indecently  contradicted  in  the 
printed  notes.  Take  this  as  a second  example: 
General  Jesup  says  that,  wdien  he  arrived  at  Fort 
Mitchell  “he  found  in  the  neighborhood  several 
thousand  bushels  of  corn,  which  he  had  directed  cap- 
tain Page  to  secure  early  in  June.”  If  so,  why  the 
urgent  entreaty  that  I would  send  provisions  and  corn 
there?  I again  regret  the  absence,  by  sickness,  ol 
captain  Page.  My  accuser  adds,  in  the  same  place, 

“If  general  Scott  was  not  acquainted  with  the  re- 
sources at  his  command,  it  was  not  the  fault  ot  gen- 
eral Jesup.”  This  sneer  is  happy  enough;  but,  un- 
luckily for  its  author,  I myself  gave  him,  in  my  let- 
ter of  the  19th  of  June,  the  first  information  he  had 
probably  ever  received  of  that  corn!  In  the  same 
printed  notes,  general  Jesup  says,  when  he  “arrived 
at  Fort  Mitchell,  on  the  night  of  the  18th  of  June, 
he  found  a steamboat  with  70,000  rations,  which  he 
had  ordered  from  New  Orleans  before  he  had  left 
Washington  city.”  How  exclusive  in  his  foresight! 
Again,  “he  expected  the  arrival  of  the  steamboats 
I with  supplies  at  Columbus  by  the  15th  of  June.” 

The  court  will  here  please  refertomy  letter,  writ- 
ten at  Augusta,  May  26th,  and  repeated  from  Mil- 
ledgeville  the  28th,  addressed  jointly  to  the  quarter- 
master and  commissary  at  New'  Orleans,  and  then 
turn  to  the  testimony  of  major  Kirhy.  From  the 
latter  it  will  be  seen  that,  upon  a calculation  made  by 
general  Jesup  and  myself,  we  both  thought  that  his 
letter  from  Washington  and  mine  from  Augusta,  on 
the  same  subject,  would,  very  probably,  reach  New 
Orleans  together.  And,  according  to  major  Kirby’s 
letter  to  general  Irwin,  dated  J uue  2d,  it  was  thought 
the  first  supplies  might  arrive  from  that  city’  by  the 
18th  or  19th.  General  Jesup,  therefore,  could  not 
have  expected  those  “supplies  at  Columbus  by  the 
15th  of  June;”  and  he  know’s,  in  fact,  as  I several 
times  told  him  in  my  letters,  that  we  both  thought 
it  would  be  fortunate  if  they  arrived  by  the  22d.  By 
great  good  luck,  however,  the  first  steamboat  did 
actually  arrive  at  Fort  Mitchell  on  the  18th  or  19th, 
whereby  the  w'hole  army  was  saved  from  the  mis- 
fortune which  general  Jesup’s  false  movement  would 
otherwise  have  occasioned,  viz:  of  being  reduced  to 
half  or  third  rations  for  many  days.  (See,  on  this 
point,  the  testimony  of  maj.  Kirby,  lieutenant  Waite, 
and  lieutenant  Betts;  also,  the  deposition  of  major 
Huson), 

In  all  this  time,  Mr.  President,  from  the  4th  of 
June,  when  he  reached  Tuskeegee,  to  the  17th,  it 
had  never  once  occurred  to  general  Jesup  that  a 
movement  from  the  frontier  settlements  of  Alabama, 
upon  Fort  Mitchell,  (at  the  opposite  side  of  the 
Creek  country)  was  the  way  to  protect  the  women 
and  children  (whom  he  left  far  behind)  against  the 
uplifted  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife;  or  that  he 
had  none  of  that  courage  that  would  enable  him  to 
look  on  such  scenes.  No,  sir,  “devastations  of  en- 
tire settlements,”  as  well  as  women,  children,  the 
tomahawk  and  scalping  knife,  are  entirely  omitted 
in  all  all  his  letters— the  two  to  the  secretary  ot  war. 
dated  the  10th  and  11th  of  June;  his  letter  to  me  of 
the  8th;  the  copy  of  that  dated  the  12th,  but  handed 
to  me  by  his  aid-de-camp  on  the  20th,  and  his  two 
other  letters  to  me  dated  the  15th— 16th,  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  17th.”  But,  after  he  had  taken  the 
war  out  of  my  hands,  and  found  himself  “compelled 
to  fall  back  on  Fort  Mitchell”  for  corn  and  subsist- 
ence; when,  in  short,  he  had,  late  on  the  17th,  re- 
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ceived  my  letter  of  the  day  before,  quoted  in  great 
part  above,  then,  and  not  till  then,  did  those  moving 
topics  occur  to  him — in  the  use  of  which  he  has 
been  as  happy,  as  in  the  invention.  See  his  second 
letter  to  me,  dated  the  17th  of  June,  in  which  those 
weapons  are  powerfully  handled  both  for  defence 
and  olfence,  and  which  letter  closes  his  communica- 
tion in  the  Globe  of  the  26th  September.  But,  pow- 
erful as  that  letter  may  seem,  he  did  not  dare  to  in- 
clude my  reply  to  it,  dated  the  19th,  and  which,  in 
all  fairness,  ought  to  have  been  published  at  the 
same  time.  This  the  court  will  perceive,  from  the 
following  extract: 

“On  my  return  to  Columbus,  late  last  evening,  I 
received  your  second  of  the  17th  inst.  This  is  fully 
as  strange  as  any  of  your  previous  communications. 
In  it  you  repeat  nothing  of  your  previous  intention 
of  marching  upon  Fort  Mitchell,  but  you  take  care 
to  insert  two  or  three  topics  which  would  furnish  a 
good  basis  for  a popular  appeal  against  the  hard- 
ship imposed  upon  you  of  undertaking  no  system  of 
offensive  operations  without  my  previous  concur- 
rence and  readiness  to  act  in  concert  with  you.  It 
would  seem  to  be  for  this  purpose,  I can  imagine 
no  other,  that  you  tell  me  that  your  operations  have 
been  ‘commenced,  and  have  been  continued  for  the 
purpose  of  staying  the  tomahawk  and  the  scalping- 
knife,  and  preventing  the  devastation  of  entire  set- 
tlements or  neighborhoods  on  the  frontier.’  No- 
thing, certainly,  could  have  been  more  meritorious. 
The  direct  protection  of  the  Alabama  settlements 
was  within  your  competency,  and,  indeed,  among 
your  paramount  duties.  But  why  commence  a 
grand  system  of  offensive  operations,  which  has 
brought  you  out  on  this  side  of  the  Creek  nation  at 
a point  where  I did  not  want  you,  without  giving 
me  the  slightest  intimation  that  you  were  about  to 
commence,  and,  of  course,  without  waiting  for  my 
approbation  and  co-operation?  To  have  waited  for 
such  co-operation,  and  to  have  given  me  notice  of 
your  intended  movements,  were,  allow  me  to  say, 
also,  among  your  paramount  duties. 

“Your  next  popular  flourish  is  in  these  words: 
‘I  have  none  of  that  courage  that  would  enable  me 
to  remain  inactive  when  women  and  children  are 
daily  falling  beneath  the  blows  of  the  savage!’  I 
certainly  believe  that  you  have  not,  and  there  was 
not  the  slightest  objection,  in  any  quarter,  to  your 
protecting  the  women  and  children  of  the  frontier, 
with  the  defence  of  which  you  were  directly  charg- 
ed. Again,  nothing  could  have  been  more  praise- 
worthy; but  how  does  this  excuse  your  leaving 
those  women  and  children,  and,  instead  of  march- 
ing upon  Irwinton  where  you  were  required,  march- 
ing in  hostile  array,  seeking  battles,  upon  Fort 
Mitchell,  where  you  were  neither  expected  nor 
wanted  ? 

“On  the  subject  of  the  Alabama  frontier  settle- 
ments, I am  happy  to  learn  by  your  letter,  that  you 
made  such  arrangements  for  their  safety  as  to  leave 
you  assured  on  that  point. 

“The  last  dead  point  you  make,  as  if  it  were  for 
future  use,  against  me,  is  this:  ‘I  would  have  struck 
the  enemy  to-night  but  for  your  letter;  if  he  is  not 
struck  to-morrow  morning,  he  will  escape  for  the 
present,  but  the  force  I have  in  the  field  is  sufficient 
to  pursue  and  reduce  him.’  Here  I am  made  to  de- 
prive you  and  the  country  of  a great  imaginary  vic- 
tory. I say  imaginary,  for  I am  inclined  to  think 
you  are  a little  too  sanguine  on  this  occasion  in 
your  calculations.  But  the  true  answer  is  this:  Who 
gave  you  authority  to  roam  at  pleasure  through  the 
Creek  nation,  at  the  head  of  the  Alabamians  and  a 
body  of  friendly  Indians,  without' giving  notice  to, 
and  without  concert  with,  the  Georgians  and  regu- 
lars brought  to  this  frontier  for  the  same  war,  and  at 
an  enormous  expense  to  the  government?  Besides, 
from  the  position  now  occupied  by  you,  you  are 
forced  to  operate  down  the  country,  instead  of  get- 
ting below  the  enemy  and  operating  up.  This  pre- 
cisely inverts  what  you  knew  to  be  my  plan  of 
campaign — a plan  fully  developed  in  conversation 
with  you,  and  to  which  you  did  not  in  the  least  ob- 
ject, although  you  were  invited  to  discuss  it  freely!” 
Here,  sir,  it  will  be  seen  that  I distinctly  predict- 
ed that  general  Jesup’s  second  letter,  of  the  I7th, 
assuming  new  and  unfounded  reasons  for  his  false 
and  unauthorised  movements,  was  intended  much 
more  for  the  public  than  his  immediate  commander. 
Hence  those  topics  of  appeal,  and  hence  its  appear- 
ance in  his  communication  to  the  Globe,  without  my 
reply! 

The  court  has  also  seen  in  that  reply,  that  I discre- 
dited the  idle  vaunt  that  he  would  have  struck  the 
enemy  a fatal  blow  on  the  17th  or  18th,  but  for  my 
letter  of  the  16th.  Now,  sir,  it  is  distinctly  in  evi- 
dence, notwithstanding  that  gasconade,  that  he  not 
only  disobeyed  my  orders,  but,  in  the  aftempt  to 
strike  the  blow,  egregiously  failed!  See  his  third 
official-private  letter,  addressed  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Cass,  dated  June  25th,  and  which  so  unexpectedly 


has  been  brought  within  my  knowledge.  It  was 
on  this,  and  the  circumstances  connected  with  the 
point,  that  I wanted  the  testimony  of  gen.  Wood- 
ward. My  14th  interrogatory  to  governor  Schley 
relates  to  the  same  matters. 

I have  given  above  an  extract  of  my  letter  to  ge- 
neral Jesup,  of  the  19th  of  June.  The  following  is 
a continuation  of  the  same  communication: 

“Whilst  writing  the  above,  1 received  your  letter 
of  this  date,  written  at  Fort  Mitchell.  You  charge 
me  with  harshness.  I have  certainly,  in  previous 
letters,  complained  heavily  of  you,  as  in  the  begin- 
ning of  this,  and  have,  in  every  instance,  I think, 
given  the  grounds  of  those  complaints.  The  tacts 
stated  by  me,  I think,  bear  the  construction  I have 
placed  upon  them,  and  I have  infinitely  regretted 
the  existence  of  those  facts. 

“You  are  mistaken  in  supposing  that  I upbraided 
you  for  asking  for  small  supplies  of  rations  and 
forage  for  your  troops.  I regretted  the  scarcity  of 
your  resources  in  such  supplies,  and  apprehended 
a scarcity  bordering  on  starvation,  lor  a few  days. 
Fortunately  80,000  rations  have  arrived  at  Fort 
Mitchell,  (and  about  20,000  here),  which  yesterday 
were  not  expected  earlier  than  the  22d,  perhaps  the 
23d  instant;  and  I am  confident  that,  when  here, 
we  both,  by  calculation,  did  not  expect  any  thing 
from  New  Orleans  before  the  21st  or  22d.  I am  re- 
joiced as  much  on  your  account  as  my  own,  that  we 
both  have  an  abundant  supply  of  rations  for  the 
present;  and  we  know  that  150,000  more  will  soon 
follow.”  ***** 

“General,  in  haste,  I have  not  intended  to  say 
any  thing  to  injure  you.  ■ I have  shown  in  strong 
terms  the  construction  I had  a right  to  place  upon 
your  acts  and  letters.  This,  I know,  may  appear 
harsh.  But  on  the  other  hand,  allow  me  to  say  that 
I have  the  greatest,  and  an  undiminished  confidence 
in  your  honor,  your  intelligence,  gallanty  and  capa- 
city for  war.  You  use  the  word  friendship.  I have 
cherished  for  you  for  more  than  twenty-two  years  a 
warm  and  a sincere  affection,  which  I would  not 
part  with  on  any  consideration.  It  has  been  a little 
shaken  since  I saw  you,  but  one  expression  of  your 
letter  goes  far  to  recall  it.  I think  you  have  not 
been  attentive  to  my  plans  and  instructions.  In 
this  I certainly  believe  that  you  have  erred,  and 
also  in  your  failure  to  report  fully  to  me.  Throw- 
ing for  a moment  seniority  aside,  I ask  it  of  your 
ancient  connexion  with  me  to  be  more  careful  in 
those  particulars  in  future.  It  will  give  me  sincere 
delight  to  put  down  this  war  with  you,  and  to  give 
you  all  the  fame  which  I know  you  are  so  capable 
of  winning.” 

The  letters  between  general  Jesup  and  myself 
were  duly,  from  time  to  time,  enclosed  by  me  to 
the  adjutant  general  for  the  information  of  govern- 
ment. In  writing  to  the  latter  on  the  21st  of  June, 

I enclosed  general  Jesup’s  letter  to  me  of  the  19th, 
and  the  above  reply,  of  the  same  date,  and  said  to 
the  adjutant  general: 

“With  respect  to  this  distinguished  officer,  [gen. 
Jesup],  I have  every  motive  in  the  world,  public 
and  private,  to  act  in  perfect  harmony.  All  my 
ancient  affection  for  him  is  fast  returning.  I hope 
it  will  be  entire!}-  restored  in  a day  or  two,  that  is, 
as  soon  as  I shall  learn  that  he  conforms  himself  to 
my  plans  and  instructions.” 

Having  subsequently  received  gen.  Jesup’s  report 
dated  the  20th,  giving  his  operations  and  motives 
from  the  12th  to  that  date,  with  several  other  of- 
ficial letters,  (in  evidence);  having,  as  I passed 
down  the  country  the  evening  of  the  23d,  met  and 
conversed  with  him  on  the  subject,  confiding  in 
the  facts  and  motives  alleged  by  him  on  the  several 
occasions,  and  being  absolutely  ignorant  then,  and 
long  afterwards,  of  his  letters  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Cass,  and,  above  all,  ofthe  dastardly  attack  through 
Mr.  Editor  Blair,  in  the  since  notorious  letter  of 
the  20th,  the  court  may  imagine  how,  with  my  re- 
viving feelings  of  kindness,  I was  led  to  write  the 
voluntary  apology  for  gen.  Jesup’s  conduct,  dated 
the  23d  of  June,  and  addressed  to  the  adjutant 
general,  In  this  letter  I reopiested  that  such  of  my 
reports  as  had  animadverted  on  general  Jesup  might 
be  returned  to  me,  on  the  ground  that,  as  we  were 
again  friends,  no  trace  might  remain  on  record  to 
show  that  we  had  ever  been  otherwise.  He  had  met 
and  rode  some  miles  with  me  that  evening.  As  he 
entered  my  room  I finished  the  letter,  handed  it  to 
him  to  read,  (before  I bad  read  it  myself),  and  it 
was  instantly  recorded  by  an  aid-de-camp  in  my 
letter  book.  I did  not  tell  him  “on  the  morning  of 
the  24th,”  as  he  writes,  to  Mr.  Blair,  September  3d, 
that  I “would  ask  to-  withdraw”  the  letters,  &c. 
The  request,  and  my  reasons  for  it,  he  had  seen  the 
night  before.  With  the  letter  in  his  hands,  he  in- 
timated an  objectio  n to  the  word  explanations,  of- 
fered by  him;  but,  < >n  an  admonition,  on  my  part,  of 
firmness  and  kind  ness,  he  read  the  letter  through, 
and  expressed  himiself  gratified.  Why,  sir,  did  he 


not  then  tell  me  of,  or  instantly  take  measures  to 
counteract,  his  assas3in-like  letter  so  recently  writ- 
ten to  Mr.  Blair,  and  which,  beyond  all  doubt,  he 
despatched  after  the  receipt  of  mine  of  the  19th? 

A miserable  apology  is  attempted,  by  general 
Jesup,  for  addressing  the  president  of  the  L’nited 
States  on  official  matters,  through  the  secret  channel 
of  Mr.  Blair,  in  the  printed  sheet  or  pamphlet,  (be- 
fore noticed),  signed  by  gen.  Jesup’s  aid-de-camp. 
In  this  joint  production,  it  is  said:  “The  official 
channel  of  communication  was  through  gen.  Scott. 
To  make  the  application  through  him  would  have 
been  indelicate,”  &c.  But  where  was  the  convenient 
channel,  through  Mr.  Secretary  Cass,  which  gen. 
Jesup  had  twice  used,  (on  the  10th  and  11th  of 
June),  before  the  letter  of  the  20th  to  Mr.  Blair, 
and  once  afterwards — the  25th  of  June — on  other 
military  subjects — all  whilst  I was  in  command? 
Have  those  acts  of  direct  insubordination  towards 
me  ever  been  rebuked?  It  is  to  be  presumed  not, 
sir,  or  those  letters  would  not  have  been  found  in 
the  same  department  in  the  time  of  Mr.  Secretary 
Butler. 

The  truth  is,  Mr.  President,  general  Jesup  left 
Washington  on  the  22d  of  May — the  day  after  the 
receipt  of  my  letter  respecting  major  Read;  and, 
aware  of  the  displeasure  which  that  letter  had 
brought  upon  me,  he  believed  himself  at  liberty  to 
defy  my  authority,  with  but  little  observance,  as 
often  as  his  vanity  might  dictate.  Hence  his  re- 
peated boasts,  (in  his  letters),  that  he  had  been  sent 
into  the  field  by  the  president  himself,  although,  in 
the  instructions  to  him,  he  was  expressly  tola  that 
if  he  found  me  there,  he  was  to  serve  under  me, 
and  obey  my  orders — as  the  rules  and  articles  of 
war  would  have  told  him,  independent  of  those  in- 
structions; and  hence,  from  the  same  cause  or 
causes,  of  all  those  letters  official-private  and  private- 
official,  with  the  pamphlet  and  communications  in 
the  Globe,  which  I have  brought  under  the  review 
of  this  court.  The  blood  of  the  Seminoles  may  be 
made  to  crimson  the  waters  of  Florida,  but  neither 
one  nor  both  can  wash  away  that  stain  which  his 
conduct  to  an  ancient  friend  has  brought  upon  him. 
Sir,  a moment  more,  and  I shall  be  done  with  his 
name  forever. 

Much  having  been  objected  to  my  plan  of  opera- 
tions against  the  Creeks,  as  against  that  in  Florida, 
and  there  being  really  some  danger  that  any  plan  of 
campaign  may,  from  the  sneers  of  some  of  my  co- 
temporaries, be,  in  future,  considered  as  unworthy 
of  the  native  genius  of  American  commanders,  I 
beg  leave,  Mr.  President,  to  fortify  my  last  humble 
conception  in  this  way,  by  the  opinions  of  three 
highly  distinguished  gentlemen  who  have  favored 
me  with  their  depositions.  The  following  interro- 
gatories, but  slightly  and  accidently  varied,  were 
propounded  by  me  to  each  of  the  deponents: 

1.  “What,  in  the  opinion  of  the  witness,  were 
the  relative  advantages  or  disadvantages  between 
the  plan  of  operations  beginning  on  a line  at  or  a 
little  above  Irwinton  and  below  the  hostile  Creeks, 
and  acting  up  the  country,  and  beginning,  (say), 
on  a line  from  Tuskeegee  to  Fort  Mitchell,  above 
the  greater  number  of  the  enemy,  and  thence  ope- 
rating down  the  country ?” 

2.  “If  the  whole  disposable  force  of  Georgians, 
Alabamians  and  regulars,  with  the  friendly  Indians 
acting  as  auxiliaries,  had  been  placed  in  line  below 
the  enemy,  and  had  operated  up  the  country,  whilst 
the  frontier  settlements  of  Georgia  and  Alabama 
were  guarded  by  competent  detachments,  is  it  not 
probable  that  fewer  of  the  enemy  would  have 
escaped  across  the  Chattahoochee,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Florida,  than  actually  did  so  escape;  and 
also,  that  the  war  would  have  been  earlier  finished 
than  it  actually  was?” 

3.  “Is  it  not  probable,  or  certain,  that  the  move- 
ment of  general  Jesup  and  the  forces  under  his  im- 
mediate orders  from  Tuskeegee  upon  Fort  Mitchell, 
and  from  that  line  below,  before  all  the  other  forces 
(upon  the  Chattahoochee)  were  ready  to  take  their 
positions  on  that  river  and  the  base  line  below  the 
enemy,  put  the  enemy  upon  the  endeavor  to  escape 
in  the  direction  of  Florida,  and  led  to  the  many 
severe  conflicts  which  took  place  on  the  soil  of 
Georgia?” 

4.  “Which  of  the  two  plans  of  operations — that 
of  operating  with  the  whole  disposable  force  under 
the  general  command  ofthe  said  Scott  xipwards  from 
a line  below  the  enemy,  and  beginning,  (say), 
about  the  25th  of  June;  and  the  plan  pursued  by 
the  said  Jesup,  viz:  beginning  an  isolated  move- 
ment, (say),  about  the  12th  of  the  same  month, 
from  Tuskeegee  towards  Fort  Mitchell,  and  thence 
operating  down  the  country — would,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  witness,  have  the  sooner  terminated  the  war 
by  the  capture  of  a great  body  of  the  enemy?” 

These  questions  are  here  differently  numbered 
from  the  numbers  they  bore  in  the  several  papers 
drawn  up  by  me  to  be  submitted  to  the  witnesses. 
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I regret,  Mr.  President,  that  I have  not  the  time 
or  strength  to  embody  the  answers  to  the  several 
interrogatories  given  by  his  excellency  governor 
Schley,  a near,  an  anxious,  and  close  observer  of 
all  that  passed;  of  major  general  Sanford,  who  com- 
manded the  Georgia  line  from  an  early  period  to 
the  end  of  the  war;  and  of  the  hon.  Mr.  Dawson, 
a colonel  at  home,  but  a captain  in  the  campaign. 
Each  is  clear  and  emphatic  in  favor  of  my  plan  of 
operating  upwards  in  preference  to  the  reverse 
plan;  in  favor  of  a delay  to  about  the  25th  of  June, 
with  a view  to  a united  movement  upwards,  with 
all  the  disposable  forces;  and  of  the  opinion  that 
the  war  would  sooner  have  been  terminated  by  that 
delay  in  the  beginning,  and  with  better  results.  I 
know  not  an  intelligent  officer,  who  was  with  me 
in  the  campaign,  who  would  not  have  given  a like 
opinion  if  called  on  for  the  purpose. 

To  this,  or  a similar  question  propounded,  viz: 
“Is  the  witness  aware  that  the  said  Scott,  in  any 
particular,  when  not  ill  in  bed,  (about  ten  days), 
failed  in  point  of  zeal,  activity  or  judgment,  in  the 
direction  of  the  war  against  the  hostile  Creek  In- 
dians before  mentioned?” 

The  answers  of  governor  Schley,  major  general 
Sanford,  colonels  Dawson  and  Kenan;  and  major 
Kirby,  to  this  question,  are  all  again  too  compli- 
mentary to  be  by  me  reproduced,  and  no  other 
witness  with  me  in  the  Creek  campaign  was  inter- 
rogated on  the  subject. 

Mr.  President  and  gentlemen  of  the  court: 

I am  exhausted;  but  should  do  equal  wrong  to 
justice  and  to  my  own  fdelings  not  to  offer  to  each 
and  every  one  of  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  the 
patience  and  impartiality  you  have  all  shown,  in 
eluding  the  judge  advocate,  in  this  long  investiga- 
tion. 

Every  material  fact  that  has  been  given  in  evi- 
dence, which  more  than  by  mere  possibility  could 
effect  your  judgments  to  my  prejudice,  and  I re- 
collect but  few  of  that  character,  will  be  found 
carefully  embodied,  or  specifically  referred  to,  in 
this  summary.  Much  I know  to  be  wholly  omitted 
on  the  other  side.  These  declarations  I am  confi- 
dent no  examination  will  be  able  to  controvert. 
And  here  I may  add  that  there  is  not  an  important 
circumstance  in  all  my  recent  conduct  in  the  field 
which  was  not  at  the  time  duly  reported,  and  with 
my  own  hand,  for  the  information  of  government. 
With,  then,  this  overwhelming  mass  of  testimony 
in  my  favor,  permit  me  again  to  ask,  by  what  strange 
fatality  do  I find  myself  here?  It  is  for  this  court, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  to  bid  me  depart  in  honor;  and  that  that  de- 
cision maybe  without  the  farther  alloy  ofsuspense — 
in  which  I have  now  but  too  long  been  held,  under 
circumstances  perhaps  uncontrollable — I will  ask 
that  it  be  speedily  awarded. 


Sec.  1.  Beit  enacted,  &c.  That,  from  and  after  the  ■ man,  Joseph  Johnson,  Richa 
4th  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  Johnson,  B.  Jones,  Kcnnon.  Ki: 
thirty-seven,  no  officer,  agent,  or  contractor,  or  other  ' Lane,  Lansing,  Lay, 
person,  holding  any  office  or  employment  of  trust ! ” 
or  profit,  under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States,  shall,  by  the  contribution  of  money.  ' 
or  other  valuable  thing,  or  by  the  use  of  the  frank- 
ing privilege,  or  the  abuse  of  any  other  official  privi- 
lege or  function,  or  by  threats  and  menaces,  or 
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I Patterson,  Patton,  Dutee  J.  P 
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any  other  manner,  intermeddle  with  the  election  of  Robertson,  Rogers,  Schenck 
any  member  or  members  of  either  house  of  congress.  'Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Smit 


M.  Johnson,  Cave 
;ore,  Klingensmitb, 
Lee,  Thomas  Lee, 
>yall,  Lucas,  Lyon, 
iatn  Mason,  Moses 
y,  McKim,  Miller, 
erz,  Page,  Parks, 
rce,  Peyton,  Pinck- 
i'nolds,  Richardson, 
Seymour,  Shepperd, 
Sprague,  Standefcr, 
>hn  Thomson.  Tou- 
cey,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Warener.  Ward,  Ward- 
well,  Washington,  Webster,  Weeks,  White,  T.T. 
Whittlesey,  Yell — 132. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bailey,  Bond,  John  Chambers, 
Chetwood,  Corwin,  Crane.  Darlington,  Dawson,  El- 
more, Evans,  Graves,  Griffin,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Ha- 
letine,  Heister,  Hoar,  Hopkins,  Ingersoll,  Janes, 
arvis,  Jenifer,  Lawrence,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  S.  Ma- 
son, Mercer,  Milligan,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pearson, 
Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Russell.  Steele.  Stor- 
r,  Taliaferro,  W.  Thompson,  Underwood,  Elisha 
Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams — 43. 

[When  the  name  of  Mr.  Wise  was  called,  that 
gentleman  rose  in  his  place,  and  asked  to  be  excus- 
ed from  voting,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  been  ab- 
sent during  the  whole  discussion  on  the  bill,  (on 
the  select  committees,  of  which  Mr.  W.  is  a mem- 
ber), which  was  granted.] 


FREEDOM  OF  ELECTIONS. 

The  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Bell  into  the  house 
of  representatives  on  Wednesday  the  25:h  ult.  to 
secure  the  freedom  of  elections  is  as  follows: 

A BILL  TO  SECURE  THE  FREEDOM  OF  ELECTIONS. 

Whereas,  complaints  are  made  that  officers  of  the 
United  States,  or  persons  holding  offices  and  em- 
ployments under  the  authority  of  the  same,  otheT 
than  the  heads  of  the  chief  executive  departments, 
or  such  officers  as  stand  in  the  relation  of  consti- 
tutional advisers  of  the  president,  have  been  re- 
moved from  office,  or  dismissed  from  their  employ- 
ment, upon  political  grounds,  or  for  opinion’s  sake; 
and  whereas,  such  a practice  is  manifestly  a viola- 
tion of  the  freedom  of  elections,  an  attack  upon  the 
public  liberty,  and  a high  misdemeanor;  and 

Whereas,  complaints  are  also  made  that  officers  of 
the  United  States,  or  persons  holding  offices  or  em- 
ployments under  the  authority  of  the  same,  are  in 
the  habit  of  intermeddling  in  elections,  both  state 
and  federal,  otherwise  than  by  giving  their  votes; 
and  whereas,  such  a practice  is  a violation  of  the 
freedom  of  elections,  and  a gross  abuse,  which  ought 
to  be  discountenanced  by  the  appointing  power, 
and  prohibited  by  law;  and 

Whereas,  complaints  are  also  made  that,  pending 
the  late  election  of  president  and  vice  president  of 
the  United  States,  offices  and  employments  were 
distributed  and  conferred,  in  many  instances,  under 
circumstances  affording  a strong  presumption  of 
corruption,  or  that  they  were  conferred  as  the  in- 
ducements to,  or  the  reward  of,  influence  employed, 
or  to  be  employed,  in  said  election;  and  whereas, 
such  a practice,  in  the  administration  of  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  government,  will  speedily  destroy 
the  purity  and  freedom  of  the  elective  franchise, 
and  undermine  the  free  system  of  government  now 
happily  established  in  these  United  States,  there- 
fore, to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  any  practices 
which  may  give  rise  to  similar  complaints  in  future, 


or  of  the  president  or  vice  president  of  the  United  ; Sutherland,  Taylor,  Thomas.  .1 
States,  or  of  the  governor,  or  other  officer  of  any  I 
state,  or  of  any  member  or  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  any  state;  and  every  such  officer  or  other 
person,  offending  therein,  shall  be  held  to  be  guilty 
of  a high  misdemeanor,  and,  upon  conviction  in  any 
court  of  the  United  States  having  jurisdiction  there- 
of, shall  pay  a fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dol- 
lars; and  any  officer  other  than  the  president,  vice 
president,  and  judges  of  any  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  so  convicted,  shall  be,  thereupon, 
removed  from  office,  and  shall  be,  ever  after,  inca- 
pable of  holding  any  office  or  place  of  trust  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  States:  Provided,  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to 
interfere  with  the  right  of  suffrage  as  secured  by  the 
constitution:  And  provided  further , That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  so  operate  as  to  prevent  the 
president,  or  the  head  of  any  department,  who  is 
invested  by  law  with  the  power  of  appointing  infe- 
rior officers,  from  removing  from  office,  at  any  time, 
any  incumbent,  who  the  president  or  the  head  of  a 
department,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  be  satisfied 
has  intermeddled  in  any  election,  state  or  federal. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and 
after  the  4th  day  of  March,  1837,  no  officer  who,  by 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  is 
authorised  to  appoint,  or  nominate  and  appoint,  any 
officer  or  agent  of  the  government,  shall,  by  himself, 
or  by  any  other  person  or  persons  in  his  behalf, 
give,  or  procure  to  be  given,  or  promise  to  give,  or 
procure  to  be  given,  any  office,  pi  ace,  or  employment 
to  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  with  intent 
to  corrupt  or  bribe  him  or  them,  or  upon  any  agree 
ment  that  such  person  or  persons  to  whom,  or  for 
whose  use,  or  on  whose  behalf,  such  gift  or  promise 
shall  be  made,  shall  exert  his  or  their  influence  in 
any  election,  or  by  himself  or  themselves,  or  by  any 
other  person  or  persons,  at  his  or  their  solicitation 
endeavor  to  secure  the  election  of  any  person  or 
persons  to  represent  any  state,  or  any  district  in  any 
state,  in  congress,  or  of  any  person  to  be  president 
or  vice  president  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any 
person  to  be  governor  or  other  officer  of  any  state 
or  of  any  person  or  persons  to  be  a member 
members  of  the  legislature  of  any  state;  and  every 
such  officer  offending  therein  shall  be  held  to  be 
guilty  of  a high  misdemeanor,  and,  upon  conviction 
in  any  court  of  the  United  States  having  jurisdiction 
thereof,  shall  pay  a fine  not  exceeding  five  thousand 
dollars;  and  any  officer  other  than  the  president,  or 
the  judges  of  any  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
so  convicted,  shall  be  thereupon  removed  from  of 
fice,  and  shall  be  incapable  ever  after  of  holding  any 
office  or  place  of  trust  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States;  and  every  person  who  shall  receive 
or  accept,  by  himself,  or  by  any  other  person  or  per 
sons,  in  trust  for  or  in  behalf  of  such  person,  any 
office,  place,  or  employment,  with  the  intent  afore 
said,  shall  be  held  to  be  guilty  of  a misdemeanor, 
and,  upon  conviction  in  any  court  of  the  Unite ' 

States  having  jurisdiction  thereof,  shall  pay  a fine 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  be  removed  or 
dismissed  from  such  office,  place,  or  employment, 
and  shall  be  incapable  ever  after  of  holding  any  office 
or  place  of  trust  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  several 
fines  imposed  by  this  act  shall,  when  collected,  be 
paid  into  the  treasury  as  other  moneys  belonging  to 
the  United  States. 


ADMISSION  OF  MICHIGAN. 

The  following  were  the  yeas  and  nays  in  the 
house  of  representatives  on  the  25th  ult.  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  from  the  senate  for  the  admission  of 
Michigan  into  the  union: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Antho- 
ny, Ash,  Ashley,  Barton,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Bell, 
Black,  Bockee,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Burns,  John  Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  Camp- 
bell, Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cha- 
pin, N.  H.  Claiborne,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Connor, 
Cramer,  Cushman,  Denny,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole, 
Dunlap,  Efner,  Farlin,  Forester,  Fry,  Fuller,  Gal- 
braith, James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Gholson,  Gil- 
let,  Glascock,  Graham,  Grantland,  Grayson,  Haley, 
Joseph  Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Albert  G.  Harri- 
son, Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Herod, 
Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Hunts- 


TWENTY-FOURTH  CONGRESS, 

SECOND  SESSION — SENATE. 

[The  following  gentlemen  compose  the  joint 
committee  of  the  two  houses  of  congress  to  ascer- 
tain and  report  a mode  of  examining  the  votes  for 
president  and  vice  president  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  notifying  the  persons  elected  of  their  elec- 
tion, viz: 

Of  the  senate.  Mr.  Grundy,  Mr.  Clay,  and  Mr 
Wright. 

Of  the  house  of  representatives.  Mr.  Thomas,  Mr. 
Cambreleng,  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Connor  and  Mr.  Lyon .] 
February  1.  Mr.  Nicholas'  resolution  calling  on 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  information  ob- 
tained by  special  agents,  in  relation  to  alleged 
frauds  on  the  public  lands  in  the  state  of  Indiana, 
having  been  amended  and  passed,  (as  stated  in  the 
last  “Register,”)  the  senate  resumed  the  consi- 
deration of  the  land  bill.  A series  of  amendments 
were  offered,  some  of  which  were  adopted  and 
others  rejected — but  without  taking  a final  vote, 
the  senate,  at  about  7 o’clock  adjourned. 

[We  will  hereafter  publish  a detailed  notice  of 
the  various  amendments,  &c]. 

February  2.  Mr.  Moulon  having  qualified  and 
taken  his  seat,  Mr.  Clay  presented  an  address  from 
certain  living  authors  of  Great  Britain,  request- 
ing the  passage  of  a law,  by  which  their  right  of 
property  in  the  works  written  and  published  by 
them  may  be  protected — after  a brief  discussion, 
which  shall  have  a place  in  our  next,  the  memorial 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  referred  to  a select 
committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Clay,  Preston,  Bu- 
chanan and  Ewing,  of  Ohio. 

Among  the  resolutions  offered  was  the  following: 
By  Mr.  Calhoun — Resolved,  That  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  be  directed  to  report  to  the  senate, 
as  early  as  practicable,  the  aggregate  expense  of 
collecting  the  duties  on  the  lakes  during  the  year 
1836,  including  the  expense  of  revenue  cutters,  the 
nett  amount  of  duties  collected,  and  the  expenditure 
of  the  government  on  the  lakes  during  the  same 
period,  in  constructing  harbors,  breakwaters  and 
light  houses,  with  the  current  expense  attending  the 
light  houses  on  the  lakes  during  the  year. 

As  stated  in  our  last,  the  remainder  of  this  day's 
session  was  taken  up  with  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
White’s  substitute  for  the  land  bill;  without  coming 
to  any  action  thereon,  the  senate  adjourned. 

February  3.  After  the  presentation  and  reference 
of  petitions, 

Mr.  Davis,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  senate  hill  No.  70,  made  a 
written  report,  accompanied  with  a substitute  for 
the  bill;  which  substitute  suspended,  for  one  year, 
the  tax  of  20  cents  each  on  American  seamen,  for 
a hospital  fund,  and  appropriated  $150,000,  for  one 
year,  in  lien  thereof,  to  bo  paid  from  the  treasury. 
The  report  was  accompanied  with  the  following  re- 
solutions, calling  on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
for  information  on  the  subject: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
instructed  to  ascertain  what  it  will  cost  to  erect 
three  hospitals,  of  suitable  dimensions,  for  the  re- 
lief of  sick  and  disabled  seamen  and  watermen 
upon  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi  river,  at  the 
most  suitable  places  for  that  purpose;  also,  what  it 
will  cost  to  erect  the  same  number,  if  needed,  on 
the  most  important  points  on  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf 
coasts. 
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Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
further  instructed  to  draw  up  the  project  of  a law 
to  regulate  the  disbursement  of  funds  for  the  relief 
of  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  and  for  the  govern- 
ment of  hospitals  erected  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
instructed  to  enumerate  those  posts  and  places  in 
the  United  States  where,  because  suitable  accom- 
modations for  the  sick  cannot  be  obtained,  or  from 
any  other  cause,  there  is  a strong  necessity  for  hos- 
pitals, and  to  make  report  upon  this  and  the  other 
instructions  in  those  relations  at  the  next  session  of 
congress. 

Mr.  Davis,  after  the  reading  of  the  report,  asked 
for  the  immediate  consideration  of  these  resolutions; 
which  requiring  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  se- 
nate, Mr.  Calhoun  who  had  not  heard  the  report, 
expressed  a wish  that  the  resolutions  might  lie  one 
day  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Davis  briefly  explained  the  nature  and  ob- 
jects of  the  bill  and  the  resolutions,  remarking  that 
the  bill  was  designed  to  supply  the  deficiency  in 
the  interim,  while  congress  might  obtain  the  requi- 
site information,  and  mature  and  adopt  some  proper 
system  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  understood  this  to  be  the 
commencement  of  a change  in  the  system  as  here- 
tofore existing,  by  which  the  hospital  fund  was  sup- 
plied by  a tax  on  seamen.  He  believed  that  the 
great  and  prevailing  disease  of  the  times  was  cen- 
tralism here;  and  he  was  utterly  opposed  to  any 
thing  which  would  tend  to  increase  it.  As  soon  as 
the  system  of  affording  relief  to  seamen  from  the 
treasury  should  commence,  there  would  be  no  limi- 
tation; and  he  would,  therefore,  give  his  protest  in 
advance  against  the  measure  proposed  by  the  bill. 
He  was  opposed  to  opening  all  sluices  to  further 
expenses  of  the  government,  as  tending  to  corrupt 
the  public  morals,  and  to  endanger  our  institutions. 

The  burden  (Mr.  C.  maintained)  of  relieving 
sick  and  disabled  seamen  did  not  fall  on  the  seamen 
themselves,  but  on  the  particular  branch  of  busi- 
ness in  which  they  are  employed,  by  which  it 
ought  to  be  borne;  otherwise  it  would  become,  like 
harbors  on  the  lakes  and  light  houses,  an  improper 
burden  upon  congress. 

Mr.  Davis  said  he  was  not  exactly  willing  that 
the  measure  should  go  oft'  under  such  an  impres- 
sion. Mr.  C.  he  thought,  would  withdraw  his  ob- 
jection, if  he  had  paid  better  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject. The  hospital  tax,  Mr.  D.  maintained,  fell  on 
the  wages  of  the  sailor;  and  the  senator  would 
agree  with  him  that  no  class  required  a higher  de- 
gree of  protection,  or  wore  more  worthy  and  meri- 
torious; and  no  class  asked  less  of  the  government. 
When  did  the  senator  know  a sailor  to  ask  for  any 
thing?  Mr.  D.  had  not  known  an  instance  in  which 
a sailor  had  asked  for  a pension  or  any  other  grant. 
He  would  call  the  attention  of  the  senator  to  a nota- 
ble case,  the  destruction  of  the  Philadelphia. — 
While  a large  number  of  people  engaged  in  that 
portion  of  the  service  had  been  for  a number  of 
years  asking  congress  for  something,  it  had  never 
been  done  by  a sailor;  it  had  been  demanded  by 
their  representatives,  and  not  by  themselves. 

But  all  this  had  nothing  to  do  with  this  matter. 
It  was  thought  that  something  ought  to  be  done  for 
this  class  of  persons  on  the  western  waters,  expos- 
ed to  the  peculiar  diseases  of  that  region,  far  away 
from  their  friends  and  the  means  of  comfort.  In 
order  to  effect  this  purpose,  a tax  of  twenty  cents 
each  had  been  laid  upon  their  wages  by  congress. — 
The  government  had  not  been  so  liberal  as  the  se- 
nator supposed.  The  tax,  indeed,  proved  inade- 
quate to  the  purpose,  and  the  government  had  every 
year  appropriated  more  or  less,  not  much,  but 
enough  to  cover  the  expenses.  The  fund  had  been 
conducted,  as  far  as  Mr.  D.  was  able  to  ascertain, 
with  prudence  and  economy,  and  had  been  disburs- 
ed under  the  direction  of  the  government.  But 
there  had  been  no  law  on  the  subject,  though  the 
committee  thought  it  was  best  that  it  should  be  re- 
gulated by  law. 

Now,  all  Mr.  D.  proposed  by  the  resolutions  be- 
fore the  senate  was,  an  inquiry  as  to  the  expense 
of  erecting  three  hospitals  on  the  western  waters, 
and  three  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  so  many  he 
was  sure  were  needed.  He  did  not  propose  now  to 
commit  the  government  to  any  course  of  policy. — 
In  the  bill  there  was  indeed  a proposition  to  change 
the  policy  for  a single  year;  but  the  government 
then  retained  the  matter  in  its  own  hands,  to  pur- 
sue such  a course  as  might  be  found  expedient  and 
proper.  The  passage  of  these  resolutions  was  as 
much  wanted,  if  the  bill  should  not  pass,  as  if  it 
should. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  knew  the  resolutions  did  not 
involve  the  principle  to  which  he  objected,  but  the 
bill  did;  and  it  was  his  design  now  to  give  notice 
that  he  should,  therefore,  oppose  it.  He  agreed 
with  the  senator  that  seamen  were  a meritorious 


class,  and  that  they  were  not  importunate  on  con- 
gress. They  would  not  do  the  mischief,  but  the 
persons  interested  in  erecting  and  conducting  the 
hospitals.  Mr.  C.  again  insisted  that  though  the 
tax  imposed  on  seamen  was  taken  in  the  first  place 
from  their  wages,  it  ultimately  fell  on  the  branch  of 
business  in  which  they  were  engaged;  and  the  in- 
terest concerned  ought  to  pay  the  expense.  The 
patronage  of  the  government,  he  maintained,  ought 
not  to  be  extended.  He  saw  no  reason  why  the 
government  should  pay  the  expense  of  sickness  in 
one  branch  of  business  more  than  in  another.  They 
might  just  as  well  pay  such  expense  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  sugar,  or  rice,  or  cotton.  The  tendency  of 
the  government  was  already  to  the  destruction  of 
liberty,  and  he  was  opposed  to  every  thing  that 
would  give  impulse  to  that  tendency.  He  had  no 
objection  to  the  resolutions,  but  hoped  the  bill 
would  not  receive  the  sanction  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Davis  said  he  thought  there  was  a very  wide 
difference  between  the  cases  which  Mr.  Calhoun 
had  made  parallel.  Legislation  in  regard  to  seamen 
commenced  with  the  existence  of  this  government, 
and  was  intimately  connected  with  the  subject  of 
commerce,  which  was  wholly  subject  to  the  legisla- 
tion of  congress;  and  one  leading  object  in  this  con- 
nexion had  been  to  cherish  the  employment  of  sea- 
men as  necessary  to  the  defence  of  the  country;  and 
on  this  same  account  a preference  had  been  given 
to  American  seamen  in  contradistinction  from  fo- 
reigners. Was  there  no  difference  between  extend- 
ing protection  to  these  men,  far  from  home,  destitute 
of  the  means  of  comfort,  and  not  addicted  to  laying 
up  their  wages,  and  those  men  who  lived  on  planta- 
tions, directly  surrounded  with  the  means  of  health 
and  comfort?  And  were  the  two  classes  equally 
important  in  providing  for  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try? Mr.  Nicholas  moved  to  amend  the  resolutions 
by  inserting  “the  gulf,”  in  connexion  with  “the 
Atlantic.”  Mr.  Davis  thought  it  was  unimportant; 
the  gulf  was  a part  of  the  Atlantic,  and  the  insertion 
of  it  might  lead  to  the  enumeration  of  bays  and  in- 
lets. Mr.  Nicholas  preferred  that  it  should  be  no- 
ticed more  distinctly;  and  the  amendment  was  ac- 
cordingly adopted.  The  resolutions,  as  amended, 
were  then  adopted.  The  bill  also  was  read,  order- 
ed to  a second  reading,  and  the  accompanying  re- 
port was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

After  several  bills  of  minor  importance,  had  been 
reported,  read  and  ordered  to  a second  reading — 

Mr.  Davis  offered  the  following  resolution,  on 
which  he  asked  immediate  consideration,  and  ac- 
companied it  with  an  introductory  explanation,  as 
follows: 

“Mr.  Dodge,  the  consul  at  Bremen,  represents 
his  belief  that  the  merchants  of  that  place,  who  im- 
port goods  to  this  country,  evade  the  7th  section 
of  the  act  of  1823,  which  requires  that  such  per- 
sons should  verify  their  invoices  before  the  consul, 
by  neglecting  to  take  the  oath  before  him.  This 
implies  that  entries  are  fraudulently  made  here,  bj 
the  perjury  of  those  who  take  the  necessary  oath, 
or  by  the  negligence  of  the  custom  house  officers.” 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  of  Mr.  Dodge  be  re- 
ferred to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  with  instruc- 
tions to  inquire  if  any  abuses,  such  as  he  intimates, 
are  practised  here,  or  in  any  other  country,  in  the 
importation  of  goods  into  the  United  States;  and  to 
report  to  the  senate,  at  the  next  session  of  congress, 
the  result  of  his  investigation. 

The  resolution  was,  by  consent,  adopted. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered,  and  by 
consent  adopted: 

By  Mr.  Linn — Resolved,  That  the  committee  on 
Indian  affairs  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
priety' of  making  some  compensation  to  the  Iowa 
tribe  of  Indians  for  their  interest  in  the  lands  ceded 
to  the  United  States  by  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians 
in  the  treaties  of  July  15, 1830,  and  21st  September, 
1832,  to  which  lands  it  was  admitted  in  the  treaty 
of  August,  1825,  the  said  Iowa  Indians  had  a joint 
claim  with  the  said  Sacs  and  Foxes;  and  also  into 
the  expediency  of  negotiating  with  the  deputation 
of  Iowa  Indians  now  in  this  city,  for  the  extin- 
guishment of  their  title  to  the  lands  to  which  the 
Sacs  and  Foxes  and  themselves  have  still  a joint 
claim  under  said  treaty  of  1825. 

By  Mr.  Swift — Resolved,  That  the  committee  on 
pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  so  amending  the  act  of  congress  of  the 
last  session,  granting  pensions  to  the  widows  of 
deceased  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolution,  as 
not  to  exclude  from  the  benefit  of  its  provisions 
any  person  who  shall  be  a widow  at  the  time  of 
her  application  for  a pension  under  said  act,  in  con- 
sequence of  her  having  married  subsequent  to  the 
decease  of  her  former  husband,  for  whose  services 
she  claims  the  benefit  of  said  act. 

By  Mr.  Morris:  (lies  over  one  day) — Resolved, 
That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  inquire  whe- 
ther the  river  Mississippi,  and  the  navigable  waters 


leading  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  which  are  de- 
clared by  the  ordinance  for  the  government  of  the 
territory  north  west  of  the  river  Ohio  to  be  com- 
mon highways,  and  forever  free  to  the  inhabitants 
of  that  territory,  as  well  as  the  citizens  of  the  U. 
States,  are  so  far  within  the  power  of  the  general 
government  as  that  congress  can  provide  oy  law 
lor  the  regulation  of  steamboat  ana  other  naviga- 
tion of  the  same,  for  the  security  of  commerce,  the 
prevention  of  casualties  and  accidents,  and  the  re- 
covery of  damages  for  injuries  from  neglect,  or 
purposely  done,  and  for  the  punishment  of  acts  of 
violence. 

The  bills  from  the  house  making  appropriations 
for  the  current  expenses  of  the  Indian  department, 
and  for  the  fulfilment  of  Indian  treaties,  and  for  the 
support  of  the  army  for  1837,  were  severally  read 
twice,  and  referred. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  E.  Wool  was  read 
a third  time,  and  passed. 

The  senate  were  occupied  until  a late  hour  upon 
the  land  bill,  which  received  a number  of  additional 
modifications.  The  question  was  at  length  obtain- 
ed on  striking  out  the  whole  to  receive  Mr.  White's 
substitute,  but  it  was  negatived;  yeas  1-1,  nays  29. 

Mr.  Walker,  now  considering  the  bill  and  amend- 
ment as  both  lost,  moved,  as  a last  resort,  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  to  the  committee  on  the  public  lands 
and,  pending  this  motion,  the  senate  adjourned. 

February  4.  A message  was  received  from  the 
resident  of  the  United  States  through  Mr.  Jackson 
is  private  secretary. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  a list,  on  parchment,  of  ad- 
ditional names  of  British  authors  to  the  address 
which  he  had  submitted  the  other  day,  and  which 
by  mistake  he  had  not  received.  He  moved  that 
it  be  printed  with  the  other  names  attached  to  the 
address,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  select  com- 
mittee raised  on  the  subject:  which  was  according- 
ly ordered.  He  also  moved  the  appointment  of  an 
additional  member  of  the  select  committee,  which 
was  ordered. 

Mr.  Clay  also  presented  a petition  from  sundry 
American  authors,  praying  amendments  in  the  law 
of  copy  rights,  which  was,  on  his  motion,  referred 
to  the  select  committee  heretofore  appointed. 

Other  petitions  and  memorials  were  presented 
and  appropriately  referred,  when 

Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  select  committee  on  the 
election  of  president  and  vice  president  of  the  U. 
States,  reported  that  some  five  or  six  cases  had 
been  found  in  New  Hampshire,  Connecticut  and 
North  Carolina,  of  electors  of  president  and  vice 
president  having  voted  who  had  the  same  names 
with  officers  under  the  government;  that  the  com- 
mittee had  confined  their  investigation  to  those 
states  in  relation  to  which  charges  had  been  made; 
that  owing  to  the  want  of  time,  and  the  certainty 
that  the  number  of  spurious  votes  could  not  change 
the  result  of  the  election,  the  investigation  had  not 
been  so  full  as  it  would  otherwise  have  been;  and 
that  the  committee  had  not  made  inquiry  on  the 
subject  of  a general  law  to  prevent  the  casting  of 
spurious  votes.  The  report  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Two  resolutions  accompanied  the  report:  the  first 
resolution  providing  that  the  two  houses  should 
meet  on  Wednesday  next,  at  twelve  o’clock,  in  the 
hall  of  the  house,  to  determine  and  settle  the  elec- 
tion of  president  and  vice  president,  in  the  usual 
manner,  which  was  specified. 

The  second  resolution  provided  that  the  votes  of 
Michigan  should  be  recorded,  with  a statement  that 
if  they  were  counted,  the  vote  would  be  so;  and  if 
they  were  not  counted,  the  vote  would  be  so;  and 
in  either  case  the  general  result  would  be  the  same. 
Thus  leaving  the  question  of  the  genuineness  of  the 
Michigan  votes  undecided. 

Mr.  Grundy  moved  that  these  resolutions  be  now 
considered. 

Mr.  Hubbard  inquired  if  the  committee  had  exa- 
mined the  case  of  the  pension  agent  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, (who  was  understood  to  have  resigned  his 
agency  after  he  was  chosen  an  elector). 

Mr.  Clay  said  in  reply,  that  all  the  committee 
had  concurred  that  the  resignation  of  a government 
officer  subsequent  to  his  election  as  an  elector 
could  not  remedy  his  constitutional  disqualification; 
otherwise  the  whole  design  of  the  constitution 
would  be  defeated,  in  addition  to  the  violation  of 
its  express  injunction,  that  no  officer  under  the  go- 
vernment should  be  appointed  an  elector.  The 
great  object  of  this  provision  of  the  constitution 
was  to  secure  the  election  against  official  influence 
which  could  not  he  done  after  the  election. 

Mr.  Webster  inquired  if  the  committee  had  exa- 
mined into  the  vote  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Grundy  said  that  had  been  omitted  by  him, 
because  he  did  not  believe  the  charge  that  one  of 
the  votes  was  spurious,  and  because  it  would  have 
required  a day’s  time  to  make  the  inquiry.  He 
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also  said  that  a resignation,  after  being  chosen  an 
elector,  could  be  of  no  avail. 

Mr.  Norvell  asked  a division  of  the  question  on 
the  two  resolutions.  Michigan  had  given  her  vote 
while  she  was  a state,  and  before  the  counting  of 
the  votes  she  had  been  solemnly  admitted  into  the 
union.  He  would  therefore  protest  against  any 
measure  which  went  at  all  to  invalidate  her  vote. 

Mr.  Grundy  said  that  in  the  2d  resolution  the 
same  course  was  pursued  as  formerly,  in  the  case 
of  Missouri.  He  thought  that  there  was  imminent 
danger  in  pursuing  any  other,  on  account  of  a dif- 
ference which  might  arise  between  the  two  houses, 
which  might  defeat  the  election  wholly.  But  if  he 
were  compelled  now  to  give  his  opinion,  he  would 
say  that  the  vote  of  Michigan  was  not  valid. 

Mr.  Norvell  said  Missouri  was  not  admitted  into 
the  union  when  her  votes  were  counted;  and  Indi- 
ana was  not  admitted  when  her  votes  were  count- 
ed. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  (Mr.  Grundy),  that  the  committee  had 
pursued  the  right  course  in  the  2d  resolution,  relat- 
ing to  Michigan.  Exactly  the  same  course  had 
formerly  been  pursued  in  regard  to  Missouri.  The 
question  in  regard  to  Michigan  was  now  to  be  left 
merely  undecided;  and  he  thought  all  would  ad- 
mire the  discretion  of  their  predecessors  in  con- 
gress, in  avoiding  a difficult  question  on  this  sub- 
ject, till  it  became  necessary  that  it  should  be  de- 
cided. In  the  case  of  Indiana  she  had  fully  com- 
plied with  the  conditions  of  her  admission  into  the 
union  before  her  votes  were  cast,  and  there  was 
therefore  nothing  wanting  but  a mere  formality, 
which,  in  the  case  of  Ohio  and  other  states,  had 
been  dispensed  with  entirely. 

Mr.  Calhoun  insisted  that  if  it  was  proper  to  ad- 
mit to  their  seats  her  senators  and  representatives, 
who  were  chosen  prior  to  her  admission  into  the 
union,  it  was  equally  proper  to  admit  her  votes  for 
president  and  vice  president,  given  under  similar 
circumstances. 

Mr.  Lyon  inquired  what  would  be  done  if  the  vote 
of  Michigan  should  decide  the  election.  He  would 
protest,  with  his  colleague,  against  rejecting  her 
vote. 

Mr.  Grundy  said  such  a case  had  never  occurred. 
And  what  would  be  done  when  it  should  occur,  the 
wisdom  of  the  day  must  decide. 

Mr.  Preston  entered  at  considerable  length  into 
the  argument  which  had  been  suggested  "by  Mr. 
Calhoun,  that  Michigan,  before  her  admission  into 
the  union,  was  fully  as  well  qualified  to  elect  a pre- 
sident as  members  of  congress. 

Mr.  Webster  said  he  wished  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  had  inquired  into  the  alleged  spurious 
vote  in  Massachusetts;  but,  as  he  had  not  done  so, 
Mr.  W.  would  say  that  the  office  of  the  gentleman 
who  cast  that  vote  had  been  some  time  vacated  by 
him,  and  filled  by  another  person  before  he  cast  it. 

The  first  resolution  was  adopted  without  a divi- 
sion. 

The  second  resolution  was  adopted  by  yeas  and 
nays,  on  the  call  of  Mr.  Norvell,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbeit, 
Dana,  Davis,  Ewing,  of  Illinois,  Ewing,  of  Ohio, 
Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King,  of  Ah. 
King,  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Linn,  Moore,  Nicholas, 
Page,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Southard,  Swift,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wright — 34. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Fulton,  Lyon,  Morris, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Preston,  Walker,  Wall — 9. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  chair  was  autho- 
rised to  appoint  a teller  for  the  senate. 

After  a number  of  reports  had  been  received  and 
disposed  of,  and  several  bills  from  the  house  had 
been  twice  read  and  referred,  a struggle  ensued  as 
to  the  order  of  business. 

Mr.  Buchanan  expressed  his  hope  that  the  land 
hill  would  be  taken  up,  and  some  final  disposition 
made  of  it,  so  that  the  other  business  of  the  coun- 
try might  proceed.  Mr.  Walker  expressed  the  same 
desire,  and  said  that  it  was  his  intention  to  move 
that  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  committee  on 
public  lands.  Mr.  Webster  inquired  of  Mr.  Walker 
whether,  in  the  general  bill  reported  by  the  latter 
to-day,  there  was  not  one  section  exactly  the  same 
as  one  of  the  sections  in  this  land  bill?  Mr.  Wal- 
ker replied  in  the  affirmative.  Mr.  Webster  then 
observed  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  se- 
nate that  they  should  have  two  bills  before  them  at 
the  same  time,  for  the  same  thing.  He  had  no  ob- 
jection, as  at  present  advised,  to  the  principle  to 
which  the  section  related,  which  was  that  of  the 
power  of  a state  to  tax  the  public  lands  within  its 
bounds  a3  soon  as  sold,  and  made  the  inquiry  only 
that  the  due  order  of  business  might  be  preserved. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  take  up  the  land 
bill;  and  the  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Walker  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  committee  on 


public  lands,  Mr.  Webster  inquired  whether  tire 
motion  had  not  been  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  all 
the  amendments  thereto  which  had  been  agreed 
upon  in  the  senate,  to  the  land  committee.  The 
chair  replied  that,  by  a rule  of  the  senate,  when  a 
bill  was  recommitted  to  the  committee  which  had  j 
reported  it,  all  amendments  dropped,  of  course,  and 
it  went  back  to  the  committee  in  its  original  form. 
A discussion  arose  on  the  point  of  order,  which  oc- 
cupied the  senate  a considerable  time,  but  which 
was  finally  arranged  by  the  adoption  of  two  distinct 
motions:  one  to  recommit  the  bill,  (which  went 
bVck  in  its  naked  form);  and  another  to  commit 
tia  the  same  committee  the  several  amendments 
made  thereto,  with  the  understanding  that  the  com- 
mittee would  not,  in  again  reporting  the  bill,  change 
the!  great  and  leading  points  on  which  the  senate 
had  come  to  a deliberate  decision;  though,  on  points 
of  minor  consequence,  and  on  those  not  decided, 
they  would  be  considered  as  at  liberty  to  modify  it 
at  pleasure.  Before  the  question  of  recommitment 
was  decided  on,  Mr.  Calhoun  took  the  floor  on  the 
negative  of  that  question,  in  a speech  in  which  he 
discussed  the  general  merits  of  the  bill,  opposing  it 
with  great  earnestness,  and  in  the  most  decided 
manner.  Mr.  Calhoun  having  concluded,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays;  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  23,  nays  20.  So  the  bill  was 
recommitted.  And  the  senate  then  adjourned. 

February  6.  Nearly  all  of  this  day  was  spent  in 
the  presentation  and  disposition  of  petitions  from 
various  quarters  of  the  union,  praying  for  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  &c. — 
They  gave  rise  to  considerable  discussion,  and  se- 
veral decisions  of  interest — of  all  which  we  must 
postpone  an  account  until  we  have  more  room  at 
our  disposal. 

Mr.  Walker,  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
lands,  reported,  again,  the  land  bill,  with  sundry 
amendments,  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  made  the  order  for  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

February  7.  The  following  message  was  receiv- 
ed from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  through 
Mr.  Jackson,  his  private  secretary: 

To  the  senate  of  the  United  States: 

At  the  beginning  of  this  session,  congress  was  in- 
formed that  our  claims  upon  Mexico  had  not  been 
adjusted,  but  that,  notwithstanding  the  irritating  ef- 
fect upon  her  councils  of  the  movements  in  Texas, 

I hoped,  by  great  forbearance,  to  avoid  the  necessi- 
ty of  again  bringing  the  subject  of  them  to  your  no- 
tice. That  hope  has  been  disappointed.  Having 
in  vain  urged  upon  that  government  the  justice  of 
those  claims,  and  my  indispensable  obligation  to  in- 
;sistthat  there  should  be  “no  further  delay  in  the 
acknowledgment,  if  not  in  the  redress  of  the  inju- 
ries complained  of,”  my  duty  requires  that  the 
whole  subject  should  be  presented,  as  it  now  is,  for 
the  action  of  congress,  whose  exclusive  right  it  is 
to  decide  on  the  further  measures  of  redress  to  be 
employed.  The  length  of  time  since  some  of  the 
injuries  have  been  committed,  the  repeated  and  un- 
availing applications  for  redress,  the  wanton  cha- 
racter of  some  of  the  outrages  upon  the  property 
and  persons  of  our  citizens,  upon  the  officers  and 
flag  of  the  United  States,  independent  of  recent  in- 
sults to  this  government  and  people  by  the  late  ex- 
traordinary Mexican  minister,  would  justify,  in  the 
eyes  of  all  nations,  immediate  war.  That  remedy, 
however,  should  not  be  used  by  just  and  generous 
nations,  confiding  in  their  strength  for  injuries  com- 
mitted, if  it  can  be  honorably  avoided;  and  it  has 
occurred  to  me  that,  considering  the  present  em- 
barrassed condition  of  that  country,  we  should  act 
with  both  wisdom  and  moderation,  by  giving  to 
Mexico  one  more  opportunity  to  atone  for  the  past, 
before  we  take  redress  into  our  own  hands.  To 
avoid  all  misconception  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  as 
well  as  to  protect  our  own  national  character  from 
reproach,  this  opportunity  should  be  given,  with 
the  avowed  design  and  full  preparation  to  take  im- 
mediate satisfaction  if  it  should  not  be  obtained  on 
a repetition  of  the  demand  for  it.  To  this  end  I 
recommend  that  an  act  be  passed  authorising  re- 
prisals, and  the  use  of  the  naval  force  of  the  United 
States  by  the  executive  against  Mexico,  to  enforce 
them,  in  the  event  of  a refusal  by  the  Mexican  go- 
vernment to  come  to  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the 
matters  in  controversy  between  us,  upon  another 
demand  thereof  made  from  on  board  one  of  our  ves- 
sels of  war  on  the  coast  of  Mexico. 

The  documents  herewith  transmitted,  with  those 
accompanying  my  message  in  answer  to  a call  of 
the  house  of  representatives  of  the  17th  ultimo,  will 
enable  congress  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the 
course  heretofore  pursued,  and  to  decide  upon  the 
necessity  of  that  now  recommended. 

If  these  views  should  fail  to  meet  the  concurrence 
of  congress,  and  that  body  be  able  to  find  in  the 
condition  of  the  affairs  between  the  two  countries, 


as  disclosed  by  the  accompanying  documents,  with 
those  referred  to,  any  well-grounded  reasons  to  hope 
that  an  adjustment  of  the  controversy  between 
them  can  be  effected  without  a resort  to  the  mea- 
sures I have  felt  it  my  duty  to  recommend,  they 
may  be  assured  of  my  co-operation  in  any  other 
course  that  shall  be  deemed  honorable  and  proper. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Washington,  February  6,  1837. 

The  message  was  read,  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchannan,  it  was  ordered  to 
be  printed,  together  with  the  accompanying  docu- 
ments, and  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  re- 
lations. 

A number  of  petitions  were  presented  and  vari- 
ously disposed  of;  when  Mr.  Morris  presented  an 
abolition  petition  from  Ohio,  which  was  read  at  his 
request.  Mr.  Walker  moved  that  it  be  not  receiv- 
ed. Mr.  Hubbard  moved  to  lay  this  motion  on  the 
table,  which  was  done  accordingly  by  yeas  and  nays, 
on  the  call  of  Mr.  Morris,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Clayton,  Dana,  Ewing,  of  Illinois,  Ful- 
ton, Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King,  of  Alabama, 
King,  of  Ga.  Linn,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Nor- 
vell, Parker,  Preston,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Strange, 
Walker,  White,  Wright — 27. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Hendricks, 
Knight,  McKean,  Morris,  Niles,  Prentiss,  Robbins, 
Swift,  Tipton,  Tomlinson — 11. 

Mr.  Bayard  presented  the  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions of  the  legislature  of  Delaware,  instructing 
their  senators  to  introduce  and  support  a resolution 
to  rescind  the  expunging  resolution  of  Mr.  Benton, 
and  to  restore  the  journal  of  the  senate  to  the  state 
in  which  it  was  before  this  act  of  violence  was  com- 
mitted upon  it. 

Mr.  Bayard  said  it  would  be  impracticable,  or  at 
least  improper,  to  obey  these  instructions  at  this 
session  of  congress,  as  Mr.  Benttin's  resolution  must 
be  regarded  as  expressing  the  sense  of  the  senate  as 
at  present  composed.  But  he  gave  notice  that,  in 
compliance  with  these  instructions,  he  would  intro- 
duce such  aresolutiou  at  the  next  session,  and  would 
do  so  at  every  succeeding  session,  as  long  as  he 
should  continue  a senator,  till  the  object  should  be 
accomplished;  which  attempt  he  hoped  would  be 
followed  up  by  every  senator  from  Delaware.  Be- 
ing thus  actuated  by  the  same  spirit  of  continuance 
which  had  been  so  much  landed  bv  the  senator 
from  Missouri,  and  which  in  his  case  had  proved  so 
successful,  he  hoped  the  day  was  not  distant  when 
they  would  restore  the  journal,  and  make  it  what  he 
believed  was,  at  this  moment,  the  public  sentiment 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  He  moved  (af- 
ter its  reading)  that  the  resolution  be  laid  on  the 
table,  and  printed. 

Mr.  Broion  said  he  did  not  doubt  the  persever- 
ance of  the  gentleman.  He  would  also  vote  for 
printing  the  document,  as  a matter  of  respect  to  the 
legislature  of  Delaware;  though  in  one  case,  which 
he  instanced,  he  believed  a motion  td  print  such  a 
document  had  not  been  carried. 

The  motion  to  print  and  lay  on  the  table  was 
then  carried. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr. 
White,  and,  by  consent,  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  requested  to  inform  the  senate  whether 
commissions  or  any  other  compensation  is  allowed 
to  officers  of  the  army,  or  to  other  persons  who  re- 
ceive salaries,  monthly  or  daily  pay  for  disbursing 
public  moneys  in  payment  of  annuities  to  Indians, 
or  for  any  other  purposes  connected  with  the  In- 
dian department,  and,  if  so,  what  is  the  measure  of 
compensation  allowed  or  claimed,  and  to  whom 
have  such  allowances  been  made,  or  by  whom  have 
such  claims  been  set  up. 

Several  resolutions  of  a private  or  local  character 
having  been  offered  and  appropriately  referred,  va- 
rious committees  were  discharged  trom  the  consi- 
deration of  subjects  referred  to  them;  and  others  re- 
ported bills  in  favor  of  petitions,  See.  referred  to 
them,  which  were  ordered  to  a second  reading. 

Mr.  Hendricks,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and 
canals,  reported  a resolution  appropriating  $5,000, 
to  make  experiments  on  “the  self-acting  double 
safety  valve”  of  Samuel  Broad.  Two  thousand 
extra  copies  of  the  report  were  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported, without  amendment,  the  bill  referred  to 
them  to  amend  the  act  establishing  branch  mints; 
and  the  bill,  by  consent,  was  considered,  and  order- 
ed to  a third  reading. 

Mr.  W.  also  reported  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  army  for  1837,  with  a verbal  amend- 
ment, and  with  notice  that  he  should  call  it  up  to- 
morrow morning. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  calling 
on  the  president  for  information  in  regard  to  the 
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aggression  committed  by  the  authorities  of  Bermu- 
da on  a southern  vessel,  freighted  with  slaves, 
which  was  driven  by  distress  into  the  ports  of  Ber- 
muda, being  before  the  senate, 

Mr.  Calhoun  explained  the  character  of  the  ag- 
gression, expressing  his  surprise  and  regret  at  such 
an  aggression  by  the  authorities  of  a nation  so  just, 
honorable  and  humane  as  Great  Britain.  The  re- 
solution was  then  adopted. 

The  resolution  authorising  the  distribution  among 
the  new  senators  of  nineteen  copies  of  the  Ameri- 
can state  papers,  published  by  Messrs.  Gales  &. 
Seaton,  coming  up  for  consideration,  it  was,  after  a 
brief  discussion,  laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Walker. 

The  other  resolutions  and  unfavorable  reports  on 
the  table  (with  two  or  three  exceptions),  were 
taken  up  and  adopted. 

The  senate  took  up  the  land  bill,  reported  with 
amendments  from  the  committee  on  public  lands; 
and  the  discussion  of  the  bill  and  amendments  oc- 
cupied the  senate  to  a late  hour,  when  the  amend- 
ments were  finally  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered 
to  its  third  reading.  The  senate  then  adjourned. 

February  8.  The  chair  presented  a communica- 
tion from  the  war  department  relating  to  the  com- 
pensation of  Indian  agents.  Ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  referred. 

Also,  the  report  of  the  second  auditor  respecting 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indians.  Ordered  to 
be  printed. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  through  Mr.  Jackson,  his  private 
secretary,  with  communications  from  the  war  de- 
partment, in  relation  to  the  treaty  with  the  Sac  and 
Fox  Indians. 

Mr.  Webster  addressed  the  chair  nearly  as  fol- 
lows: 

I rise,  Mr.  President,  for  the  purpose  of  present- 
ing to  the  senate  a petition  signed  by  fourteen  or 
fifteen  hundred  mercantile  houses  in  the  city  of  N. 
York,  praying  the  establishment  of  a national  bank 
in  that  city.  These  petitioners,  sir,  set  forth  that, 
in  their  opinion,  a national  bank  is  the  only  re- 
medy, of  a permanent  character,  for  the  correction 
of  the  evils  now  affecting  the  currency  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  commercial  exchanges.  The  petition 
is  accompanied  by  a short  communication  from  the 
committee  raised  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  the 
petition,  in  which  they  state  what  I believe  to  be 
true,  from  some  knowledge  of  my  own,  that  the 
petition  is  subscribed  without  reference  to  political 
distinction;  and  they  inform  us,  on  the  authority  of 
their  own  observation  and  knowledge,  that,  in  their 
opinion,  on  no  subject  did  the  mercantile  commu- 
nity of  New  York  ever  address  congress  with  more 
entire  unanimity  than  they  now  approach  it,  in 
favor  of  a national  bank. 

Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  W.)  my  own  opinions 
on  this  subject  have  long  been  known;  and  they 
remain  now  as  they  always  have  been.  The  con- 
stitutional power  of  congress  to  create  a bank  is 
made  more  apparent  by  the  acknowledged  necessity 
which  the  government  is  under  to  use  some  sort  of 
banks  as  fiscal  agents.  The  argument  stated  the 
other  day  by  the  member  from  Ohio,  opposite  to 
me,  (Mr.  Morris),  and  which  1 have  suggested 
often,  heretofore,  appears  to  me  unanswerable;  and 
that  is,  that,  if  the  government  has  the  power  to 
use  corporations  in  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  coun- 
try, it  must  have  the  power  to  create  such  corpora- 
tions. I have  always  thought  that,  when,  by  law, 
both  houses  of  congress  declared  the  use  of  state 
banks  necessary  to  the  administration  of  the  re- 
venue, every  argument  against  the  constitutional 
power  of  congress  to  create  a bank  of  the  United 
States  was  thereby  surrendered;  that  it  is  plain  that, 
if  congiess  has  the  power  to  adopt  banks  for  the 
particular  U3e  of  the  government,  it  has  the  power 
to  create  such  institutions  also,  if  it  deem  that  mode 
the  best.  No  government  creates  corporations  for 
the  mere  purpose  of  giving  capacity  to  an  artificial 
body.  It  is  the  end  designed,  the  use  to  which  it 
is  to  be  applied,  that  decides  the  question,  in  ge- 
neral, whether  the  power  exists  to  create  such 
bodies.  If  such  a corporation  as  a bank  be  neces- 
sary to  government,  if  its  use  be  indispensable,  and 
if,  on  that  ground,  congress  may  take  into  its 
service  banks  created  by  states,  over  which  it  has 
no  control,  and  which  are  but  poorly  fitted  for  its 
purposes,  how  can  it  be  maintained  that  congress 
may  not  create  a bank,  by  its  own  authority,  re- 
sponsible to  itself,  and  well  suited  to  promote  the 
ends  designed  by  it? 

Mr.  President,  when  the  subject  was  last  before 
the  senate,  I expressed  my  own  resolution  not  to 
make  any  movement  towards  the  establishment  of 
a national  bank,  till  public  opinion  should  call  for 
it.  In  that  resolution  I still  remain.  But  it  gives 
me  pleasure  to  have  the  opportunity  of  presenting 


this  petition,  out  of  respect  to  the  signers;  and  I 
have  no  objection  certainly  to  meet  with  a proper 
opportunity  of  renewing  the  expression  of  my  opi- 
nions on  the  subject,  although  I know  that  so  ge- 
neral has  become  the  impression  hostile  to  such  an 
institution,  that  any  movement  here  would  be  vain 
till  there  is  a change  in  public  opinion.  That  there 
will  be  such  a change  1 fully  believe;  it  will  be 
brought  about,  I think,  by  experience,  and  sober 
reflection  among  the  people;  and  when  it  shall 
come,  then  will  be  the  proper  time  for  a movement 
on  the  subject  in  the  public  councils.  Not  only  in 
New  York,  but  from  here  to  Maine,  I believe  it  is 
now  the  opinion  of  five-sixths  of  the  whole  mer- 
cantile community,  that  a national  bank  is  indis- 
pensable to  the  steady  regulation  of  the  currency, 
and  the  facility  and  cheapness  of  exchanges.  The 
board  of  trade  at  New  York  presented  a memorial 
in  favor  of  the  same  object  some  time  ago.  The 
committee  on  finance  reported  against  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners,  as  was  to  have  been  expected 
from  the  known  sentiments  of  a majority  of  that 
committee.  In  presenting  this  petition  now  to  the 
consideration  of  the  senate,  I have  done  all  that  I 
propose  on  this  occasion,  except  to  move  that  the 
petition  be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

Sir,  on  the  subjects  of  currency  and  of  the  ex- 
changes of  commerce  experience  is  likely  to  make 
us  wiser  than  we  now  are.  These  highly  interest- 
ing subjects — interesting  to  the  property,  the  busi- 
ness and  the  means  of  support  of  all  classes — ought 
not  to  be  connected  with  mere  party  questions  and 
temporary  politics.  In  the  business  and  transac- 
tions of  life  men  need  security,  steadiness  and  a 
permanent  system.  This  is  the  very  last  field  for 
the  exhibition  of  experiments,  and  I fervently  hope 
that  intelligent  men,  in  and  out  of  congress,  will 
co-operate  in  measures  which  may  be  reasonably 
expected  to  accomplish  these  desirable  objects — 
desirable  and  important  alike  to  all  classes  and  de- 
scriptions of  people. 

The  petition  and  accompanying  letter  were  then 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Morris  presented  a petition  from  a large 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Lorraine  county,  Ohio, 
praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  moved  that  it  be  received,  read  and 
referred.  Mr.  Grundy  moved  that  the  whole  mat- 
ter be  laid  on  the  table;  and  it  was  so  ordered. 

Other  petitions  and  memorials  were  presented 
and  several  bills  reported  by  various  committees 
disposed  of. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  establishing  branch 
mints  of  the  United  States  was  read  a third  time, 
and  passed. 

A message  was  received  from  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, through  Mr.  Franlclin,  their  clerk, 
informing  the  senate  that  the  house  were  ready  to 
proceed  to  count  the  votes  for  president  and  vice 
president  of  the  United  States. 

The  senate  accordingly  adjourned  to  the  hall  of 
the  house. 

The  senate  having  returned  to  their  chamber, 
and  the  president  resumed  the  chair, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  a resolution  was 
adopted  for  the  appointment  of  a joint  committee 
to  wait  on  Martin  Van  Buren,  and  inform  him 
of  his  election.  And  Mr.  Grundy  was  appointed 
by  the  chair  to  act  on  the  part  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Grundy  then,  from  the  joint  committee  on  the 
election,  reported  a preamble  and  resolution,  stating 
that  no  election  of  vice  president  of  the  United 
States  had  been  made  by  the  college  of  electors; 
that  Richard  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  and  Fran- 
cis Granger,  of  New  York,  were  the  highest  on  the 
list  of  persons  voted  for;  and  resolving  that  the  se- 
nate do  now  proceed  to  elect  one  of  these  gentle- 
men vice  president  of  the  United  States;  and  that 
senators  give  their  votes,  viVQ  VOW,  in  their  places 
on  the  call  of  the  secretary, 

The  resolution  wa3  agreed  to,  and  the  senate 
proceeded  to  vote  accordingly,  the  result  of  which 
was  as  follows: 

For  Richard  M.  Johnson, 

Mr.  Benton,  of  Mo.  Mr,  Morris,  of  Ohio. 


For  Francis  Granger. 

Mr.  Bayard,  of  Del.  Mr.  Prentiss,  of  Vermont. 


Clay,  of  Kentucky. 
Clayton,  of  Delaware. 
Crittenden,  of  Ky. 
Davis,  of  Mass. 
Ewing,  of  Ohio. 
Kent,  of  Maryland. 
Knight,  of  R.  Island. 


Robbins,  of  R.  I. 
Southard,  of  N.  J. 
Spence,  of  Maryland. 
Swift,  of  Vermont. 
Tomlinson,  of  Conn. 
Wall, of  N.  Jersey. 
Webster,  of  Mass. 


The  president  of  the  senate  (Mr.  King,  of  Ala- 
bama) then  rose,  and  proclaimed  the  result  of  the 
election,  as  follows: 

The  whole  number  of  senators  of  the  U.  S.  is  52 
Majority  necessary  to  a choice  27 

Quorum  required  by  the  constitution  - 35 

Whole  number  of  senators  present  - - 49 

For  Richard  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  - - 33 

For  Francis  Granger,  of  New  York,  - - 16 

From  which  it  appears  that  Richard  M.  John- 
son, having  the  votes  or  a majority  or  tne  whole 
number  of  senators,  as  required  by  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  is  duly  elected;  and  I there- 
fore declare  that  Richard  M.  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tucky, has  been  chosen  by  the  senate,  in  pursuance 
of  the  provisions  contained  in  the  constitution, 

VICE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  for  four 

years,  commencing  with  the  4th  day  of  March, 
1837. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  a resolution  was 
adopted  for  the  appointment  of  a joint  committee 
to  inform  R.  M.  Johnson  of  his  election;  and  the 
chair  was  authorised  to  appoint  the  member  thereof 
on  the  part  of  the  senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  senate  then  ad- 
journed. 


Black,  of  Mississippi. 
Brown,  of  N.  C. 
Buchanan,  of  Penn. 
Cuthbert,  of  Georgia, 
Dana,  of  Maine. 
Ewing,  of  Illinois, 
Fulton,  of  Arkansas, 
Grundy,  of  Tenn. 
Hendricks,  of  Ind. 
Hubbard,  of  N.  H. 
King,  of  Alabama, 
King,  of  Georgia. 
Linn,  of  Missouri. 
Lyon,  of  Michigan. 
McKean,  of  Penn. 
Moore,  of  Alabama. 


Mouton,  of  Lou, 
Nicholas,  of  Lou, 
Niles,  of  Conn. 
Norvell,  of  Michigan. 
Page,  ofN.  H. 
Parker,  of  Virginia, 
Rives,  of  Virginia, 
Robinson,  of  Illinois, 
Ruggles,  of  Maine, 
Sevier,  of  Arkansas. 
Strange,  of  N.  C, 
Tallmadge,  of  N,  Y. 
Tipton,  of  Indiana. 
Walker,  of  Miss. 
Wright,  of  N,  York. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Feb.  3.  Mr.  W.  B.  Shepard  from  the 
committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  reported 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That,  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday, 
the  loth  and  16th  days  of  February,  this  house  will 
consider  the  bills  relating  to  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, at  12  o’clock  each  day. 

Several  amendments  were  proposed,  and  dis- 
agreed to;  and  the  question  being  taken,  the  reso- 
lution was  rejected. 

Mr.  Jarvis  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs 
reported  the  following  resolution,  which  was  con- 
curred in: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs, 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  in- 
stituting an  examination  of  George’s  bank,  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  practicability  of  form- 
ing an  artificial  island  upon  it,  to  lessen  the  perils 
arising  from  that  most  dangerous  shoal,  to  every 
vessef  approaching  the  eastern  coast  of  the  United 
States  from  foreign  countries,  and  to  vessels  of  the 
United  States  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade,  be- 
tween the  eastern  and  southern  states. 

The  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  reported  on  yesterday  by  Mr.  Sutherland, 
from  the  committee  on  commerce;  which  was  read 
and  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
requested  to  report  to  the  house  of  representatives, 
at  its  next  session,  upon  the  propriety  of  establish- 
ing a system  of  telegraphs  for  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Reed,  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs, 
reported  the  following  resolution;  which  was  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  house: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  build- 
ing six  sloops  of  war  of  the  second  class. 

Sometime  was  spent  in  considering  a resolution 
from  the  committee  on  commerce  for  the  relief  of 
John  Kern,  deputy  collector,  and  John  D.  George, 
deputy  naval  officer  of  Philadelphia — but  before 
coming  to  a decision  thereon,  the  house  proceeded 
to  tiit  urivate  orders  of  the  day:  but  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Phillips,  suspended  the  rule  to  enable  him  to 
offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  inform  this  house  of  the  progress 
which  has  been  made  in  the  arrangements  for  the 
surveying  and  exploring  expedition,  authorised  at 
the  last  session  of  congress,  and  of  the  objects  and 
measures  to  which  said  expedition  is  to  be  devoted, 
and  also  of  the  size  and  names  of  the  vessels  desig- 
nated by  the  department  to  be  employed  in  the  ex- 
ploring expedition  with  the  number  of  the  officers 
and  men  necessary  to  receive  them,  together  with  a 
statement  of  the  expenditures  already  incurred  in 
fitting  out  the  expedition,  and  an  estimate  of  the 
further  expenditures  which  will  be  neeessary  until 
its  successful  termination,  on  the  plan  now  projected. 

The  house,  by  consent,  proceeded  to  the  conside- 
ration of  the  resolution,  when  amotion  was  made  by 
Mr.  Robertson  to  amend  the  same,  by  striking  out  all 
after  the  word  Resolved,  and  inserting  as  follows: 
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“That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  this  house  the  number  of  vessels  de- 
signed and  fitted  out,  or  now  fitting  out  for  the  ex- 
ploring expedition  to  the  Pacific  ocean  and  South 
seas,  the  class  to  which  they  respectively  belong, 
the  cost  already  incurred,  and  that  which  it  is  esti- 
mated will  be  incurred,  in  completing  their  equip- 
ment, the  time  when  the  expedition  may  be  expect- 
ed to  sail,  and  its  probable  cost  afterwards;  also, 
whether  either  of  the  said  vessels,  or  any  other  pub- 
lic vessel,  has  been  put  in  requisition  for  the  con- 
veyance of  general  Santa  Ana  to  Mexico  or  else- 
where; and,  if  so,  the  authority  under  which  such 
requisition  has  been  made,  with  all  orders  to  and 
from  the  department  in  relation  thereto.” 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amendment, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mercer  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  adding  thereto  as  follows: 

“Also,  a list  of  tho  officers  of  the  navy,  the  dates 
of  their  respective  appointments,  and  the  number  of 
years  that  each  has  been  at  sea  since  the  year  1814.” 
This  amendment  was  disagreed  to;  and  the  reso- 
lution was  then  agreed  to  by  the  house. 

The  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
joint  resolution  granting  a pension  to  Susan  Deca- 
tur, widow  of  the  late  commodore  Decatur;  which 
said  resolution  is  as  follows: 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  Jim  erica  in  congress  assembled. 
That  Mrs.  Susan  Decatur,  widow  of  the  late  com- 
modore S.  Decatur,  be  paid  from  the  navy  pension 
fund  a pension  for  five  years,  commencing  from  the 
30th  June,  1834,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions 
of  the  act  concerning  naval  pensions  and  the  navy 
pension  fund, passed  30th  June,  1834;  the  said  pen- 
sion not  to  be  liable  for  her  responsibilities  on  ac- 
count of  the  debts  of  her  late  husband;  provided  that 
the  said  pension  shall  cease  on  the  death  or  marriage 
of  the  said  Susan  Decatur. 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Washington  to  amend 
said  resolution  by  striking  out  the  words  “the  said 
pension  not  to  be  liable  for  her  responsibilities  on 
account  of  the  debts  of  her  late  husband,”  and  in- 
serting, in  lieu  thereof,  the  following:  “and  that  she 
be  allowed,  from  said  fund,  the  arrearages  of  the 
half  pay  of  a post  captain  from  the  death  of  com- 
modore Decatur  to  the  30th  June,  1834,  together 
with  the  pension  hereby  allowed  her.” 

To  which  amendment  the  following  was  offered 
by  Mr.  Mercer , and  accepted  by  Mr.  W.  “And  that 
the  arrearage  of  said  pension  be  vested  in  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  in  trust  for  the  use  of  the  said 
Susan  Decatur.” 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  commit  the  re- 
solution to  the  committee  on  navat  affairs;  which 
was  lost.  The  amendment  of  Mr.  Washington  was 
then  agreed  to,  and  the  resolution  as  amended  was 
then  engrossed,  read  a third  time,  and  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from  the 
secretary  of  war  ad  interim,  transmitting  a report  of 
the  survey  of  the  harbor  of  Havre-de-Grace,  and 
other  documents  connected  therewith,  called  for  by 
the  house  on  the  30th  of  January. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a report  of  the 
secretary  of  war  ad  interim,  transmitting  a report  of 
the  surveyof  James  river,  and  other  documents  con- 
nected therewith,  called  for  by  the  house  on  the  30th 
of  January.  Also, 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  setting 
forth  that  it  does  not  appear  that  any  resolution  has 
been  received  at  the  navy  department  directing  a 
survey  of  the  coast  from  the  Rigolets  to  Mobile  point. 
Information  as  to  the  progress  made  in  said  survey 
was  called  for  by  the  house  on  the  30th  ult. 

The  engrossed  bill  authorising  the  secretary  of  the 
navy  to  place  the  name  of  Dr.  John  P.  Briggs  on 
the  navy  pension  list,  was  read  a third  time  and  pass- 
ed, and  sent  to  the  senate. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  also  severally 
read  a third  time  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate. 
An  act  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Empson 
Hamilton;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Abigail  Appleton, 
And  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Feb.  4.  Mr.  Cushman  presented  the 
joint  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of 
New  Hampshire,  instructing  her  representatives  in 
congress  to  use  their  influence  to  procure  a reduc- 
tion of  the  tariff,  and  in  favor  of  such  graduation 
and  limitation  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  as 
will  best  promote  the  actual  settlement  and  occu- 
pancy of  the  same.  Also,  to  vote  against  any  bill 
providing  for  the  distribution  of  any  moneys  to  the 
states,  which  may  hereafter  be  in  the  treasury  of 
the  United  States;  or  for  any  change  of  the  law  now 
in  existence  regulating  the  deposile  of  public  mo- 
neys so  as  to  distribute  or  relinquish  the  payment 
thereof. 


Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  from  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  to  investigate  the  agency  of  the 
deposite  banks,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  the  select  com- 
mittee of  investigation,  appointed  on  the  3d  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1837,  be  directed  to  ask  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives  for  an  order  to  print  so  many  copies  of 
the  journal  of  this  committee  as  they  may  think 
proper  to  order,  for  the  use  of  the  members,  to  be 
printed,  and  laid  on  their  tables  with  their  report. 

Mr.  G.  gave  as  a reason  for  asking  that  the  jour- 
nal be  printed  at  this  time,  that  the  session  was  so 
near  the  close,  and  as  the  journal  would  be  indis- 
pensable to  the  understanding  of  the  report,  there 
would  not  be  time  to  print  the  former,  unless  the 
printing  were  now  commenced. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  the  resolution 
was  so  amended  as  to  restrict  the  number  of  copies 
to  the  ordinary  number  in  cases  of  documents  pub- 
lished for  the  use  of  the  house,  namely,  one  thou- 
sand and  thirty. 

And  the  resolution  thus  modified,  was  concurred 
in. 

Some  time  was  occupied  in  considering  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  commerce  on  the  petition 
of  John  Kern  and  John  D.  George,  which  was  final- 
ly laid  on  the  table.  Several  bills,  &c.  were  re- 
ported, among  them  the  following: 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  reported  amendments  to  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses 
of  government;  which  were  committed  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Sutherland,  from  the  committee  on  com- 
merce, reported  a bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  improvement  of  certain  harbors  therein  men- 
tioned, for  the  year  1837;  which  bill  was  twice  read, 
and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sutherland,  the  reports  and  sur- 
veys in  relation  to  the  harbors  at  Havre-de-Grace 
and  James  river  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas,  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary  had  leave  to  sit  during  the  sittings  of  the 
house  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  charges 
of  official  misconduct  against  judge  Thruston,  of 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  District  of 
Columbia. 

The  following  engrossed  bills,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
E.  Whittlesey  were  read  a third  time  and  passed: 

The  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  estab- 
lish branches  of  the  mint  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  respecting  discriminating  duties  upon 
Dutch  and  Belgian  vessels  and  their  cargoes. 

[At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Jldams  this  bill  was  so 
amended,  by  general  consent,  as  to  strike  out  the 
words  “234th  chapter.”] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Garland.,  of  Louisiana,  the 
bill  from  the  senate  to  extend  the  limits  of  the  port 
of  New  Orleans,  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  house,  on  motion  of  Mr.  E.  Whittlesey,  pass- 
ed to  the  previous  orders  of  the  day;  and  the  biil 
for  the  relief  of  David  Kilbourn  coming  up  on  its 
final  passage,  an  animated  debate  ensued,  which  was 
terminated  by  the  previous  question,  moved  by  Mr. 
Reynolds,  and  the  main  question  being  taken,  the 
bill  was  passed — ayes  83,  nays  73. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Wain  was  next 
taken  up,  and  the  question  being  on  its  third  read- 
ing, a debate  ensued,  but  before  the  bill  was  dis- 
posed of, 

Mr.  McKcnnan  moved  that  the  house  do  now  ad- 
journ, but  withdrew  his  motion  in  order  to  afford 
opportunity  to  the  committee  of  five  appointed  on 
a former  day  to  make  their  report  in  relation  to  the 
counting  and  declaration  of  the  votes  for  president 
and  vice  president  of  the  United  States;  which  re- 
port on  motion  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Peyton  asked  the  indulgence  of  the  house  to 
notice  a matter  personal  to  himself,  which  had  ap- 
peared in  the  official  journal  of  this  morning. 

Leave  being  given, 

_ Mr.  Peyton  rose  and  said:  The  house  would  bear 
hiuj  witness  that  he  had  not  been  in  the  habit  of 
annoying  them  with  matters  personal  to  himself 
which  occurred  out  of  doors.  Now,  however,  he 
felt  bound  to  request  a moment’s  indulgence,  not  so 
much  on  his  own  individual  account,  as  because  it 
was  due  to  the  committee,  and  to  the  house  of 
which  he  was  a member.  He  (Mr.  P.)  referred  to 
a statement  which  appeared  in  the  Globe  of  this 
morning,  which  was  as  follows: 

“If  this  statement  be  true,  or  even  approach  the 
truth,  it  is  evident  that  a gross  outrage  was  com- 
mitted by  Mr.  Peyton  towards  a witness  summoned 
to  testify  before  the  committee,  and  therefore  under 
its  protection;  and  an  act  of  such  disrespect  to  the 
committee  itself,  as  should  have  subjected  Mr.  Pey- 
ton to  its  severest  censure.” 


| The  statement  of  Whitney  alluded  to  was  not  on- 
j ly  untrue,  but  it  did  not  even  approach  the  truth. 

- In  answer  to  it  nothing  more  was  necessary  for  him 
! to  do  than  simply  to  state  to  the  house  the  facts  of 
the  case,  as  they  appeared  upon  the  journal  of  the 
committee. 

It  would  be  sufficient  to  state  that  his  friend  from 
Ohio,  (Mr.  Hamer),  though  differing  from  him 
(Mr.  P.)  in  politics,  moved,  on  the  conclusion  of 
the  occurrence  in  question,  a resolution  of  censure 
against  Reuben  M.  Whitney  for  insulting  him,  (Hr. 
P.)  which  passed  unanimously.  The  committee  Lad 
authorised  him  (Mr.  P.)  to  publish  this  resolution, 
which  he  (Mr.  P.)  would  lav  before  the  house. 
Extract  from,  the  journal  of  the  committee  of  investi- 
gation, J.  Garland,  Chairman,  Wednesday,  Jan. 

25,  1S37. 

By  Mr.  Peyton.  Question  15 — Did  you  receive 
any  letter  of  recommendation  from  Roger  B.  Ta- 
ney, or  did  he  in  any  manner  countenance  or  en- 
courage you  in  applying  for  the  agency  contemplat- 
ed, or  did  he  positively  refuse  to  recommend,  re- 
ceive, or  countenance  you  in  that  capacity,  while 
he  was  at  the  head  of  the  treasury  department? 

Mr.  Whitney.  Answer — I decline  answering  this 
interrogatory;  more  particularly  as  tiie  individual 
propounding  it  has  asserted,  positively  and  public- 
ly, that  the  substance  of  the  latter  part  of  it  is  true, 
beginning  with  “or  did  he,”  &c.  therefore,  being  the 
party  accused,  I am  not  a proper  witness.  I think, 
injustice  that  the  individual  who  has  made  the  al- 
legation should  be  called  to  produce  his  proof. 

The  witness  was  desired  to  withdraw. 

Mr.  Hamer  moved  that  the  foregoing  answer  to 
the  15th  question  be  returned  to  the  witness,  being 
no  reply  to  the  interrogatory,  and  disrespectful  to  a 
member  of  the  committee. 

The  witness,  (R.  M.  Whitney),  immediately  af- 
ter the  passing  of  this  resolution,  was  brought  into 
the  committee  room,  out  of  which  he  had  been 
sent,  and  the  resolution  of  censure  was  read  to  him, 
(R.  M.  Whitney),  and  his  answerwas  returned  to 
him.  He  (R.  M.  Whitney)  then  apologized  to  the 
committee,  and  took  back  his  answer,  after  which 
he  peaceably  answered  the  next  question  which  was 
propounded  to  him,  and  such  as  before  he  had  most 
indecorously  refused  to  answer.  This  statement  of 
the  simple  fact  would  at  once  show  who  was  wrong 
in  the  occurrence  referred  to;  it  would  show  the 
unanimous  decision  of  the  committee  to  be  that  the 
witness  was  wrong,  and  his  subsequent  apology  was 
an  acknowledgment  of  it. 

Having  stated  thus  much,  which  he  (Mr.  P.) 
flattered  himself  was  an  ample  refutation  of  the 
charges  implied  in  the  Globe,  and  other  papers, 
perhaps  it  might  not  be  unnecessary  to  relate  what 
was  the  actual  occurrence  on  the  occasion  referred 
to.  His  friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Garland),  and 
every  other  member  of  the  committee,  would  do 
him  the  justice  to  say  that  he  (Mr.  P.)  had  in  the 
first  instance,  treated  Whitney  with  as  much  cour- 
tesy as  he  would  have  shown  even  to  chief  justice 
Marshall  himself,  if  he  had  been  alive  and  there; 
and  for  him  (Mr.  P.)  to  do  so,  when  the  course  and 
conduct  of  the  man  to  him  (Mr.  P.)  was  consider- 
ed, it  required  on  his  part  no  little  exertion  of  phi- 
losophy. He,  (Mr.  P.)  however,  had  done  so. 

From  the  time  the  witness  (R.  M.  Whitney)  first 
came  into  the  committee  room  he  (Mr.  P.)  had  put 
about  sixty  questions  in  regular  succession,  and  at 
different  times,  to  all  of  which  he  could  not  get 
more  than  ten  or  twelve  answers;  the  witness  threw 
them  oft’  contemptuously,  denouncing  them  as  in- 
quisitorial, and  this  contemptuous  course  he  (Whit- 
ney) repeated  day  after  day,  and  night  after  night. 
It  was  manifest  that  he  (R.  M.  Whitney)  had  to- 
tally mistaken  the  feelings  which  prompted  his  ( Mr. 
P’s)  course,  and  from  this  indulgence  in  his  inso- 
lence he  made  a miscalculation  and  went  at  length 
too  far;  no  doubt  he  imagined  that  because  his  card 
in  the  Globe  had  not  been  noticed  by  me,  therefore, 
I was  to  be  insulted  with  impunity.  On  the  night 
of  the  occurrence  (said  Mr.  P.)  I put  to  him  a 
question,  in  order  to  draw  from  him  the  truth  of 
my  statement,  which  he  carded,  me  for  making;  the 
question  related  to  Mr.  Taney’s  refusal  to  counte- 
nance him,  but,  as  on  former  occasions,  the  witness 
would  not  answer,  affirming  that  he  had  a right  to 
demand  from  me  proof  of  this  matter,  as  I had  stat- 
ed it  to  be  true.  Sir,  I suffered  this  conduct  to  pass 
unnoticed  by  me,  both  because  he  was  a witness, 
and  because  I did  not  wish  to  enter  into  personal  al- 
tercation with  one  who  is  as  completely  shielded 
from  the  notice  of  all  honorable  men  by  his  infamy 
as  a mad  dog  is  by  his  hydrophobia.  But,  sir,  he 
accompanied  that  answer  with  a scowl,  a frown,  an 
insulting  look  of  defiance,  directed  boldly  to  me  per- 
sonally, which  perhaps  no  one  else  then  saw.  I ap- 
pealed, sir,  immediately  to  the  chair,  to  know  if  the 
witness  should  be  permitted  to  insult  ine;  1 walked 
up  to  him,  and  said  I would  teach  him  better  than 
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to  insult  me,  that  I would  let  him  know  that  I re- 
quired no  constitutional  privilege  to  chastise  him 
it'  he  dared  to  insult  me;  that,  if  he  did,  I would 
put  him  to  death  on  the  spot.  Sir,  I used  language 
which  was  harsh,  for  I was  excited,  as  any  man 
would  have  been  who  has  a soul  within  him  fit  to 
be  saved.  The  chair  called  to  order,  and  I took  my 
seat.  He  says  I drew  a pistol  upon  him:  it  is  false. 
After  I sat  down,  he  rose  and  began  again;  I walk- 
ed to  him  again,  and  he,  at  that  moment,  seemed  as 
if  he  was  about  to  use  a weapon:  he  had  his  hand 
in  his  pocket,  and,  when  I walked  up  to  him,  I put 
my  hand  in  my  bosom,  but  I drew  nothing  from  it; 
every  one  present  believed  from  his  attitude  he  was 
armed  with  deadly  weapons.  My  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Wise)  interposed;  the  witness  was  with- 
drawn, and  the  committee  unanimously  passed  are- 
solution  censuring  his  insulting  behavior.  As  soon 
as  I could,  sir,  I made  an  apology,  which  I felt  due 
to  the  committee  for  having  been  transported  by 
such  provocation  to  lose  the  momentary  command 
of  my  temper.  The  witness,  on  being  again  brought 
into  the  room,  apologized  for  the  insult,  and  was  af- 
terwards, as  he  had  been  by  me  before,  treated  with 

erfect  respect,  as  due  to  his  position  as  a witness. 

think,  sir,  this  explanation  and  statement  of  the 
facts  is  due  to  the  committee  and  to  the  house;  the 
prompt  course  adopted  by  the  committee  is  alone  a 
sufficient  refutation  of  the  false  statements  which 
have  rendered  this  explanation  necessary.  I knew 
what  was  due  to  a witness,  and  I felt  what  was  due 
to  myself.  I do  not  envy,  sir,  that  wretch  his  cal- 
lousness and  insensibility,  who,  when  assailed  by  a 
ruffian,  would  not,  without  regard  to  who  he  is,  re- 
sist, if  necessary,  force  by  force.  Grateful  to  the 
house  for  the  indulgence  which  it  has  accorded  to 
me,  I shall  not  any  longer  occupy  its  time  unneces- 
sarily. 

Mr.  Peyton  having  concluded,  then  resumed  his 
seat. 

Tlie  resolution  of  the  committee  of  investigation 
was  then  read  by  the  clerk  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Wise  then  rose  and  said — 

Mr.  Speaker:  1 request  the  same  indulgence  that 
has  been  granted  to  my  friend  from  Tennessee, 
(Mr.  Peyton),  I request  the  indulgence  not  so  much 
on  my  own  account,  personally,  as  in  respect  to  the 
committee  of  which  I am  a member.  I wish  to 
show  how  the  proceedings  of  that  committee  have 
been  misrepresented  and  belied  by  that  infamous 
wretch  who  has  published  his  card  in  the  Globe. 
From  the  first  moment  he,  (R.  M.  Whitney)  came 
before  the  committee,  I saw,  or  thought  I saw,  in 
what  his  examination  might  result  before  its  ter- 
mination. It  may  have  been  imagination,  but  I 
anticipated  his  intentions  from  the  start.  He  was 
evidently  disposed  to  try  my  friend  from  Tennessee 
and  myself.  He  had  felt  his  way,  for  some  time 
before,  in  the  Globe.  He  tried  our  patience  there 
by  attempting  to  draw  our  attention  towards  him 
by  his  insulting  cards  and  paragraphs.  We  both 
had  failed  to  take  any  notice  of  him;  we  could  not 
recognise  him  as  a gentleman  in  any  respect.  His 
behaviour  and  manner,  when  he  came  before  the 
committee,  was  that  of  a supercilious,  self-import- 
ant, contumacious  and  contemptuous  witness.  His 
answers  to  interrogatories  were  given  in  writing. 
He  would  write  his  answer  at  the  table,  and  then, 
with  an  impudent  air  of  nonchalance,  would  fold 
his  arms,  cock  up  his  legs  against  the  wall,  and 
cast  glances,  full  of  defiance  and  expressive  of  con- 
tempt at  me  and  my  friend  from  Tennessee,  as  if 
anxious  to  insult  us  by  his  looks.  To  all  this  be- 
haviour, sir,  not  a remark  was  applied;  no  notice  of 
his  insolence  was  taken;  we  treated  him  with  quiet 
composure  and  decent  respect,  until  emboldened  by 
our  forbearance,  he  went  further;  he  behaved  worse: 
he  tried  the  experiment  of  being  personal  in  his 
answers.  His  course,  I think,  was  tentative;  he 
wanted  to  see  how  far  he  might  dare  to  go.  The 
night  this  occurrence  happened,  1 was  sitting,  with 
several  of  my  colleagues  of  the  committee,  on  a 
sofa  in  a corner  of  the  room,  on  one  side  of  the  fire- 
place, conversing  in  perfect  good  humor,  in  a way 
certainly  very  agreeable  to  myself,  telling  anecdotes 
in  whispers.  The  silence  which  reigned  was  broken 
only  at  intervals  by  the  annunciation  of  an  inter- 
rogatory, or  the  reading  of  an  answer.  The  answer 
to  the  question  which  caused  the  affray  was  an- 
nounced; the  attention  of  all  to  the  reading  of  it 
was  called.  The  witness  was  sitting  at  a table 
in  the  corner,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  fire-place 
from  the  sofa;  a long  table  was  sitting  in  front  of 
the  fire-place;  the  chairman  and  Mr.  Peyton  were 
sitting  on  the  side  next  the  fire,  the  former  towards 
the  end  next  the  sofa,  and  the  latter  towards  the 
end  next  the  witness.  The  clerk  was  sitting  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  table.  The  back  of  the  chair- 
man towards  me,  and  when  he  read  the  answer, 
and  Mr.  Peyton  looked  around,  it  brought  his,  (Mr. 
P’s)  full  face  towards  me.  As  soon  as  the  answer 


was  read,  I looked  at  nly  friend,  and  saw  he  was 
flushed  with  excitement;  his  face  beamed  with  in- 
dignation; no  one  could  mistake  his  feelings.  He 
first  addressed  the  chairman,  by  saying,  “Mr.  Chair- 
man, I wish  you  distinctly  to  inform  the  witness 
that  he  is  not  to  insult  me  here.”  He  was  pro- 
ceeding, when  I arose,  and  remarked,  “Mr.  Chair- 
man, the  d d insolence  of  this  witness  is  insuf- 

ferable, and  has  been  borne  long  enough.”  He  had, 
in  fact,  Mr.  Speaker,  declined  to  answer  one  ques- 
tion because  it  was  “ inquisitorial and  because 
another  was  “ inquisitorial ,”  he  declined  to  answer 
it,  and  had  rung  all  the  changes  upon  that  word 
till,  if  reiteration  could  convince  and  supply  the 
place  of  truth,  one  might  have  believed,  from  mere 
repetition,  that  the  committee  was,  what  it  has 
been  denounced  to  be,  worse  than  a Spanish  in- 
quisition! Sir,  he  had  received  his  cue. 

But  to  proceed:  My  friend  rose  as  I uttered  these 
words  respecting  the  witness,  put  me  back  with  his 
arm,  and  said,  “This  is  my  business,  Wise;  not 
yours.”  And  he  walked  straight  up  to  the  witness 
where  he  sat,  and  said  to  him  nearly  these  words — 
I will  endeavor  to  give  his  very  words,  however 
harsh:  “You  talk  about  my  shielding  myself  behind 
my  constitutional  privileges.  Now,  I tell  you  that 
I claim  no  constitutional  privileges  to  protect  me 

from  your  insults  in  my  presence;  and  you  d d 

thief  and  robber,  if  you  dare  to  insult  me  here  or 
elsewhere,  to  my  face,  I will  put  you  to  death  on 
the  spot!”  The  chairman  had  called  me  to  order, 
and  I had  sat  down;  he  immediately  called  my  friend 
back  to  his  seat.  For  it  is  but  due,  Mr.  Speaker, 
to  the  chairman  to  say  that  he  has  done  his  duty,  in 
all  respects,  on  that  committee.  My  friend  took  his 
seat,  when  the  witness  rose,  and  began  to  say,  “Mr. 
Chairman,  I have  been  summoned  to  appear  before 

this  committee,  and  I claim  its  protection” He 

did  not  finish  the  sentence  before  my  friend  rose, 
and  told  him  to  sit  down.  “Sit  down,  sir!  you  have 
no  right  to  speak  here  but  in  writing,  and  you  shall 
not  utter  a word;  if  you  speak  another  word,  I will” 

Sir,  I do  not  remember  here  exactly  what  he 

said  he  would  do;  he  used  many  harsh  epithets,  such 

as  “d d scoundrel.”  The  witness  uttered  not  a 

word,  but  he  was  standing,  and  immediately  advanc- 
ed his  left  foot,  and  put  his  right  hand  in  his  panta- 
loons’right  pocket.  I was  standing  then  immediate- 
ly behind  iny  friend,  and,  seeing  Whitney  assume 
this  attitude,  I walked  quickly  around  the  end  of  the 
table,  near  to  Whitney’s  left  side.  I expected  him 
to  draw  a deadly  weapon  on  my  friend.  I watched 
the  motion  of  that  right  arm,  the  elbow  of  which 
could  be  seen  by  me;  and,  had  it  moved  one  inch,  he 
had  died  upon  the  spot?  That  was  my  determina- 
tion. Let  me  not  be  misunderstood  or  misrepre 
sented.  I mean  to  say  that,  if  he  had  drawn  his 
deadly  weapon  on  my  friend,  it  should  never  have 
done  its  execution.  I considered  my  friend  in  immi- 
nent danger  and  stood  prepared  to  arrest  it — to  pre- 
vent his  life  from  being  taken  by  a villain,  who  wore 
every  appearance,  and  assumed  the  very  attitude  of 
an  insidious  assassin.  Happily,  I had  no  occasion 
to  interpose,  but  in  a friendly  manner,  to  force  my 
friend  away,  who  had,  seeing  the  position  of  the  wit- 
ness, put  his  hand  in  his  bosom.  I stepped  in  be- 
tween them,  took  hold  of  Mr.  Peyton,  caught  him 
by  his  waistcoat,  and  closed  it.  I told  him  Whit- 
ney’s blood  was  not  worth  spilling,  and  was  not  fit 
to  stain  any  man — he  was  not  worthy  of  his  notice. 
My  friend  sat  down,  saying,  “Yes,  he  is  worth  my 
notice  when  he  comes  to  my  face  and  insults  me.  I 
would  notice  any  d d dog!”  The  chairman  ex- 

postulated with  him,  and  my  friend  replied,  “You 
have  not  seen  him,  sir;  he  has  been  looking  at  me — 
looking  at  me,  sir,  and  he  shall  not  look  at  me  again! 

I submit  it  to  you,  sir;  whether  I have  not  treated 
him  as  if  he  were  a gentleman.”  The  chair  remon- 
strated against  further  disorder.  Whitney  had  not 
uttered  a word  after  he  was  ordered  by  my  friend  to 
be  silent,  and  did  not  until  after  he  had  retired  and 
returned  to  the  committee  room.  Mr.  Hamer  had 
been  speaking;  the  witness  was  requested  to  retire. 
Mr.  Hamer  offered  the  resolution  you  have  heard 
read;  it  passed  unanimously;  witness  was  called  in; 
the  chairman  returned  him  his  offensive  answer,  and 
informed  him  of  the  resolution,  and  he  immediately 
said,  “Mr.  Chairman,  if  I have  been  disrespectful 
to  the  committee  I regret  it,  sir,  and  apologize  for 
it.”  The  clerk  took  dowm  his  words  immediately, 
unknown  to  most  of  the  members,  and  the  commit- 
tee, afterwards,  when  Mr.  Hamer  was  about  to  move 
to  insert  the  witness’s  apology,  -withdrew  hi3  motion, 
because  the  committee  concurred  unanimously,  I 
thought,  that  the  clerk  had  correctly  recorded  it  al- 
ready. Thus  ended  the  whole  affair. 

I went  to  the  chairman,  to  Mr.  Hamer,  Mr.  Mar- 
tin. and  Mr.  Fairfield,  all,  I think,  of  the  committee, 
and  begged  them  not  to  adjourn  until  my  friend’s  ex- 
citement entirely  subsided.  I suggested  that  he 
should  be  permitted  to  ask  another  question  or  two, 


and  that  the  committee  should  discharge  the  witness 
before  it  adjourned,  so  that  Mr.  Peyton  might  be- 
come calm,  and  not  retire  at  the  same  time  w ith  the 
witness.  This  course  was  adopted,  and  successful- 
ly pursued.  Whitney  came  back  into  the  commit- 
tee room,  after  he  had  retired,  entirely  humbled,  I 
thought,  and  answered  the  next  question  propound- 
ed in  the  only  becoming  manner  he  exhibited  at  all. 
Such,  sir,  is  a true  statement  of  the  whole  transac- 
tion, and  such  was  the  part  in  it  which  I bore.  I 
put  it  to  the  members  of  the  committee  to  say  whe- 
ther what  Whitney  has  published  of  my  conduct  on 
that  occasion  is  correct;  whether,  with  the  exception 
of  my  first  denunciation  of  his  insolence;  and  of  my 
after  expression  that  he  was  not  worthy  of  notice, 
my  interposition  was  not  peaceful.  Sir,  I acted  on 
the  occasion  the  part  of  pacificator.  He  says  I ap- 
proached him  with  my  friend  to  ogle  him  and  frown 
him  down.  It  is  true,  1 did  approach  him,  and  eye 
him,  when  I suspected  his  design  to  draw  a w eapon; 
I stood  ready  and  watchful  to  protect  my  friend;  but 
I call  upon  every  gentleman  on  the  committee,  of  all 
parties,  friend  or  foe,  to  say  whether  I have  not  stat- 
ed the  facts  truly.  I say  that  no  part  or  parcel,  jot 
or  title,  of  the  statement  of  that  infamous  wretch, 
Whitney,  is  true,  except  the  one  statement  of  the 
question  and  answer.  He  states  nothing  as  it  oc- 
curred, and  something  that  did  not  occur  at  all.  I 
call  upon  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  who  should 
be  the  best  witness,  to  say  if  these  are  not  the  facts. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  said  that  it  was  ex- 
tremely unpleasant  to  him  at  any  time,  and  under 
any  circumstances,  to  make  a statement  in  reference 
to  a personal  controversy,  but  from  the  various  hues 
in  various  directions  w'hich  had  been  given  to  the 
transaction  referred  to  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  I Fisc ) , 
he  thought  it  due  to  the  committee,  to  the  house,  and 
to  the  country,  that  a correct  statement  should  be 
made.  Mr.  G.  said,  without  expressing  any  opinion 
in  regard  to  the  “card”  referred  to,  or  any  other  part 
of  the  transaction,  he  would  simply  say,  that  the 
statement  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  related  by 
his  colleague  was  substantially  correct,  and  detailed 
very  much  as  they  happened.  Some  things  stated 
he  did  not  see;  others  occurred  which  were  omitted, 
not  affecting  the  substantial  correctness  of  the  nar- 
rative. Mr.  G.  said  he  did  not  see  the  scowl  and 
contemptuous  look  which  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee states  Mr.  Whitney  to  have  given  him;  his 
eyes  were  turned  in  another  direction  at  the  time  it 
is  said  to  have  happened,  but  he  distinctly  remem- 
bers hearing  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  com- 
plain of  it  at  the  time,  and  as  the  principal  cause  of 
his  excitement.  Mr.  G.  said  the  occurrence  was 
very  sudden,  and  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  was 
certainly  very  much  excited.  He  said  that,  with  a 
view  to  restore  quiet,  he  stated  to  Mr.  Whitney  that 
a question  would  arise  as  to  the  disposition  of  his 
answer,  and  that  he  must  retire,  which  he  did.  Af- 
ter Mr.  Whitney  had  left  the  room,  Mr.  Peyton  be- 
came more  tranquil,  apologized  to  the  committee, 
and  stated  that  he  had  been  very  much  excited  on 
account  of  the  insult  which  he  regarded  as  having 
been  given  him  in  the  answer  of  Mr.  Whitney,  and 
the  scowl  and  contemptuous  look  with  which  it  was 
accompanied.  Mr.  Whitney  was  then  called  in,  and 
the  resolution  of  the  committee  in  reference  to  his 
answer  read  to  him;  he  then  apologized  to  the  com- 
mittee in  the  terms  contained  in  the  copy  of  the 
journal  of  the  committee  just  read. 

Mr.  Gillett  then  rose,  and,  after  stating  the  diffi- 
culty of  any  two,  much  more,  any  nine,  witnesses 
stating  facts  precisely  alike,  or  agreeing  in  many,  it 
might  be,  important  particulars,  said  that  many 
things  w'hich  Whitney  had  stated  were  true,  but  he 
had  been  guilty  of  some  omissions;  he,  however, 
would  not  urtdertake  to  detail  what  did  occur,  and 
he  thought  no  one  should,  in  this  way,  before  the 
house,  as  what  was  said  there  might  be  equally  mis- 
reported  and  misrepresented.  But,  if  the  house 
wished  to  know  exactly  what  did  occur  on  the  oc- 
casion, it  should  order  the  committee  to  report  the 
facts,  and  he,  therefore,  proposed  to  offer  a resolu- 
tion to  that  effect. 

[This  motion,  the  reception  of  it  being  objected 
to,  was  not  in  order  at  this  time.] 

Mr.  Wise  then  again  rose  to  conclude  his  re- 
marks, which  he  had  not  finished  before  Mr.  Gil- 
lett rose.  He  said:  Sir,  in  continuation  of  my  state- 
ment, I have  to  remark  that  my  friend  from  Ten- 
nessee is  pardonable  for  much  he  said  and  did  on 
that  occasion.  He  spoke  many  harsh  words,  but 
under  the  strongest  excitement.  We  both  looked 
upon  Reuben  M.  Whilney  as  a base  minion  of  exe- 
cutive power,  who  went  there  with  a predetermina- 
tion to  insult  us:  he  came  backed,  and  endorsed, 
and  prompted  by  the  highest  authority  to  brow-beat 
and  taunt  us,  and  to  trample  upon  the  power  of  a 
committee  constitutionally  raiscil  by  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  to  detect  and  expose  his  villain- 
ous connexion  with  the  executive  branch  of  the  go- 
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vernment.  My  friend  regarded  the  wretch  as  a 
mere  agent,  a miserable  tool  of  others — others  the 
highest  in  power.  It  was  too  much,  sir,  to  suffer 
his  authorised  insults.  My  friend  did  not  treat  him 
as  an  equal,  but  he  was  transported  with  passion  at 
his  insolence  and  effrontery.  He  did  and  said 
many  things  which  became  not  himself,  but  which 
Whitney  richly  deserved.  As  soon  as  he  became 
calm  and  cool,  he  apologized  to  the  committee  in 
the  most  respectful  terms. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Gillett) 
says  that  “many  things  which  Whitney  says  are 
true.”  I repeat,  sir,  that  no  part  or  parcel,  jot  or 
tittle  of  his  statement,  except  the  question  and  an- 
swer, is  true;  it  is  wholly  false  in  matter  and  man- 
ner; in  fact,  and  coloring,  and  context — emphatical- 
ly false — false  in  italics!  His  statement  as  to  his 
apology  when  he  returned  to  the  committee,  I ven- 
ture to  say  no  member  of  the  committee  will  vouch; 
and  that  he  makes  especially  a marked  statement 
by  words  in  italics.  In  this  he  is  wilfully  and  bra- 
zenly false;  and  no  member  on  the  committee  can 
©ndoree  his  statement.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Gillett)  says  he  will  not  undertake  here 
to  make  a statement.  Sir,  I care  not  whether  he 
does  or  not.  I have  my  statement,  confirmed  by 
my  honorable  colleague,  (Mr.  Garland),  and  that 
is  all  I want.  It  may  be,  sir, — I don’t  say  it  is  so — 
but  it  may  be  likely,  that  some  gentleman  who  was 
present  so  lost  his  wits  on  the  occasion  that  he  could 
not  make  a statement  if  he  were  to  try!  Now  it  is 
proposed  to  couple  the  name  of  my  friend  in  a reso- 
lution with  that  of  R.  M.  Whitney.  I hope,  sir, 
the  house  will  not  so  degrade  my  friend,  by  the  as- 
sociation even  of  names.  What!  couple  the  name 
of  a villain,  pensioned  for  his  perjury,  with  the 
name  of  Balie  Peyton  in  the  same  resolution!  Sir, 
if  you  had  been  present  and  witnessed  the  scene  of 
that  night,  you  would  have  been  struck  with  the 
immense  difference  between  the  two  men.  I will 
tell  you  what  you  would  have  seen:  you  would 
have  seen  the  high  elevation  of  an  honest,  bold, 
courageous,  manly,  noble  disposition,  above  a low, 
base,  cowering,  cowardly,  dishonest  wretch!  That, 
sir,  was  the  only  spectacle  you  would  have  seen. — 
And  I say,  sir,  let  those  of  the  two  classes  of  spirits 
then  present  be  respectively  consorted  together,  and  as- 
similated to  each  other! 

Mr.  Hamer  (a  member  of  the  committee)  said 
that  he  should  not  detain  the  house  with  any  re- 
marks of  his,  were  it  not  for  an  observation  that 
fell  from  the  gentleman  from  Tenn.  (Mr.  Peyton), 
and  had  been'repeated  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, who  last  occupied  the  floor,  (Mr.  Wise). — 
They  had  stated  that  the  gentleman  from  Va.  had 
notified  the  members  of  the  committee,  that  when 
this  subject  came  before  the  house,  he  would  call 
upon  them  to  pronounce  Mr.  Whitney’s  card  false 
in  every  part,  except  so  much  as  related  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  committee.  If  he  (Mr.  H.)  now 
remained  silent,  after  what  had  occurred,  it  might 
be  inferred  that  he  had  borne  testimony  to  the  false- 
hood so  charged.  He  did  not  intend  that  any  such 
inference  should  be  drawn.  He  agreed  with  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Gillett),  that  no 
nine  individuals  who  might  be  present  at  an  affair 
of  this  kind  could  be  found,  who  would  afterwards 
state  all  the  details  alike;  and  at  this  time  he  would 
not  go  into  details.  As  to  Mr.  Whitney’s  “card,” 
he  would  neither  pronounce  it  true  nor  false.  He 
had,  as  he  stated  in  conversation  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  the  other  day,  read  it  but  hasti- 
ly, when  it  first  appeared;  and  he  had  not  taken  the 
trouble  to  look  at  it  since.  But  as  he  was  up,  he 
would  say  that,  without  going  into  particulars,  the 
outlines  of  the  transaction,  as  given  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  and  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, were  substantially  correct. 

He  thought  it  due  to  himself  to  state  what  had 
been  his  own  course  in  the  matter.  When  the  ex- 
citement took  place,  and  the  honorable  chairman 
called  “order,”  he  (Mr.  H.)  rose  and  commenced 
making  a speech,  the  object  of  which  was  to  aid 
the  chairman  in  producing  order  out  of  disorder. 
He  had  continued  upon  the  floor,  occasionally  in- 
terrupted by  other  gentlemen,  until  he  closed  his 
remarks  by  submitting  the  resolution  which  was 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  committee.  He 
thought  the  resolution  due  to  the  committee,  due 
to  the  individual  member  involved,  and  due  to  the 
witness  himself,  who  had  in  some  measure  provok- 
ed what  followed. 

His  (Mr.  H’s.)  opinion  was,  that  a witness  called 
before  a committee,  having  an  interrogatory  pro- 
pounded to  him,  ought  either  to  answer  or  to  de- 
cline. If  he  declined  answering  a question,  that 
was  enough.  He  had  no  right  to  proceed  further, 
and  make  remarks  about  the  committee,  or  an  in- 
dividual member  of  it,  which  were  of  a personal 
character,  or  which  reflected  upon  them  in  any 
manner  disrespectfully.  Such  a practice  could  not 


be  tolerated,  and  the  committee  were  unanimously 
of  that  opinion. 

After  this  sudden  gust  of  passion,  this  momenta- 
ry excitement,  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  ex- 
pressed his  regret,  and  apologized  to  the  commit- 
tee for  what  had  taken  place  on  his  part.  The 
witness  was  called  back,  and  apologized  to  the 
committee  for  any  thing  he  had  done  of  a disre- 
spectful character.  He  (Mr.  H.)  had  hoped  the 
whole  matter  would  have  remained  there;  but  it 
seemed  that  by  some  means  it  had  got  out,  and  was 
travelling  through  the  country  in  the  newspapers. 
False  and  exaggerated  statements,  in  regard  to  it, 
were  no  doubt  circulated  in  public  journals;  and  al- 
though he  deprecated  all  discussions  of  this  sort, 
yet  he  thought  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  per- 
fectly justifiable  in  briqging  the  subject  before  the 
house,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a statement  in  his 
own  defence. 

Having  said  thus  much,  he  would  trouble  the 
house  no  further. 

Monday,  Feb.  6.  Mr.  Thomas  asked  the  general 
consent  of  the  house,  at  this  time,  to  take  up  and 
consider  the  report  from  the  joint  committee  of  the 
two  houses  on  the  mode  and  manner  in  which  the 
votes  of  president  and  vice  president  should  be 
counted. 

The  speaker  said  that  the  report  had  been  sent  to 
the  official  printer  on  Saturday,  and  had  not  yet  been 
returned;  but  a messenger  had  been  despatched  for  it. 

Messrs.  Peyton  and  Martin,  members  of  the  ju- 
diciary committee,  and  also  of  the  select  committee 
of  investigation,  of  which  the  hon.  J.  Garland  is 
chairman,  were,  on  their  several  motions,  released 
from  further  attendance  on  the  former  committee, 
with  a view  to  attend  on  the  latter,  which  has  leave 
to  sit  during  the  sessions  of  the  house. 

A message  was  received  from  the  senate,  inform- 
ing the  house  of  its  concurrence  in  the  report  of  the 
joint  committee  appointed  to  consider  and  report 
upon  the  mode  of  counting  out  the  votes  for  presi- 
dent and  vice  president  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Thomas  moved  that  the  house  concur  with 
the  senate  in  the  report  and  resolutions  thereto  ap- 
pended, as  reported  by  him  to  this  house  on  Satur- 
day evening,  as  follows: 

The  committee  on  thepartof  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, “appointed  to  join  such  committee  as 
might  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  senate,  to  as- 
certain and  report  a mode  of  examining  the  votes 
for  president  and  vice  president  of  the  United  States, 
of  notifying  the  persons  elected  of  their  election;  and 
also  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ascertaining 
whether  any  votes  were  given  at  the  recent  election 
contrary  to  the  prohibition  contained  in  the  second 
section  of  the  second  article  of  the  constitution;  and, 
if  any  such  votes  were  given,  what  ought  to  be  done 
with  them;  and  whether  any  and  what  provision 
ought  to  be  made  for  securing  the  faithful  observ- 
ance in  future  of  that  section  of  the  constitution,” 
Report: 

That  the  short  period  at  which  they  were  appoint- 
ed before  the  day  on  which  the  votes  for  president 
and  vice  president  of  the  United  States  have  to  be 
counted,  has  prevented  them  from  investigating  the 
facts  submitted  to  their  examination  as  fully  as  might 
have  been  done  had  more  time  been  allowed.  The 
correspondence  which  has  taken  place  between  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  and  the  heads  of  the  dif- 
ferent departments  of  the  executive  branch  of  the 
government,  accompanies  this  report,  from  which 
it  appears  that  Isaac  Waldron,  who  was  an  elector 
in  New  Hampshire,  was,  at  the  time  of  his  appoint- 
ment as  elector,  president  of  a deposite  bank  at 
Portsmouth,  and  was  appointed  and  acting  as  pen- 
sion agent,  without  compensation,  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  United  States;  that,  in  two  cases,  persons 
of  the  same  names  with  the  individuals  who  were 
appointed  and  voted  as  electors  in  the  state  of  North 
Carolina,  held  the  offices  of  deputy  postmasters  un- 
der the  general  government.  It  also  appears  that  in 
New  Hampshire  there  is  one  case;  in  Connecticut 
there  is  one  case;  in  North  Carolinathere  is  one  case, 
in  which,  from  the  report  of  the  postmaster  general, 
it  it  probable  that,  at  the  time  of  the  appointment  of 
electors  in  these  states  respectively,  the  electors  or 
persons  of  the  same  names  were  deputy  postmas- 
ters. The  committee  have  not  ascertained  whether 
the  electors  are  the  same  individuals  who  held,  or  are 
presumed  to  have  held,  the  offices  of  deputy  post- 
masters at  the  time  when  the  appointment  of  elec- 
tors was  made;  and  this  is  the  less  to  be  regretted, 
as  it  is  confidently  believed  that  no  change  in  the 
result  of  the  election  of  either  the  president  or  vice 
president  would  be  effected  by  the  ascertainment  ot 
the  fact  in  either  way,  as  five  or  six  votes  only  would 
in  any  event  be  abstracted  from  the  whole  number, 
for  the  committee  cannot  adopt  the  opinion  enter- 
tained by  some  that  a single  illegal  vote  would  vitiate 
the  whole  electoral  vote  of  the  college  of  electors  in 
which  it  was  given,  particularly  in  cases  where  the 


vote  of  the  whole  college  has  been  given  for  the 
same  persons. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  second  article  of  the  constitution,  which 
declares  that  “no  senator,  or  representative,  or  per- 
son holding  an  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  the 
United  States,  shall  be  appointed  an  elector,”  ought 
to  be  carried  in  its  whole  spirit  into  rigid  execu- 
tion, in  order  to  prevent  officers  of  the  general  go- 
vernment from  bringing  their  official  power  to  influ- 
ence the  elections  of  president  and  vice  president  of 
the  United  States.  This  provision  of  the  constitu- 
tion, it  is  believed,  excludes  and  disqualifies  depu- 
ty postmasters  from  the  appointment  of  electors; 
and  the  disqualification  relates  to  the  time  of  the  ap- 
pointments, and  that  a resignation  of  the  office  of 
deputy  postmaster  after  his  appointment  as  elector 
would  not  entitle  him  to  vote  as  elector  under  the 
constitution. 

Should  a case  occur  in  which  it  became  necessa- 
ry to  ascertain  and  determine  upon  the  qualifications 
of  electors  of  president  and  vice  president  of  the 
United  States,  the  important  question  would  be  pre- 
sented— what  tribunal  would,  under  the  constitution, 
be  competent  to  decide?  Whether  the  respective  col- 
leges of  electors  in  the  different  states  should  decide 
upon  the  qualifications  of  their  own  members,  or  con- 
gress should  exercise  the  power,  is  a question  which 
the  committee  are  of  opinion  ought  to  be  settled  by 
a permanent  provision  upon  the  subject. 

The  committee  at  present,  and  in  part,  report  the 
following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  two  houses  shall  assemble  in 
the  chamber  of  the  house  of  representatives  on 
Wednesday  next  at  twelve  o’clock,  and  the  presi- 
dent of  the  senate  shall  be  the  presiding  officer;  that 
one  person  be  appointed  a teller  on  the  part  of  the 
senate,  and  two  on  the  part  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, to  make  a list  of  the  votes  as  they  shall 
be  declared;  that  the  result  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
president  of  the  senate,  who  shall  announce  the  state 
of  the  vote,  and  the  persons  elected,  to  the  two 
houses  assembled  as  aforesaid,  which  shall  be  deem- 
ed a declaration  of  the  persons  elected  presi  ent  and 
vice  president  of  the  U.  States;  and,  together  with 
a list  of  votes,  be  entered  on  the  journals  of  the  two 
houses. 

Resolved,  That,  in  relation  to  the  votes  of  Michi- 
gan, if  the  counting  or  omitting  to  count  them  shall 
not  essentially  change  the  result  of  the  election, 
they  shall  be  reported  by  the  president  of  the  senate 
in  the  follownig  manner:  were  the  votes  of  Michi- 
gan to  be  counted,  the  result  would  be,  for  A B for 

president  of  the  United  States. votes;  if  not 

counted,  for  AB  for  president  of  the  United  States, 
votes:  but  in  either  event,  A B is  elected  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States.  And  in  the  same  man- 
ner for  vice  president. 

In  answer  to  an  inquiry  from  Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Thomas  said  that  the  joint  committee  had 
ascertained  that  there  were  five  of  the  electors, 
namely,  one  from  the  state  of  New  Hampshire, 
three  from  North  Carolina  and  one  from  Connecti- 
cut, who  bore  the  same  names  as  individuals  who 
held  the  offices  of  deputy  postmasters  under  the 
general  government.  The  committee  had  therefore 
concluded  that  they  were  the  same  persons,  and,  if 
so,  five  persons  had  voted  who  held  offices  under 
the  general  government.  The  committee  had  also 
unanimously  concluded  that,  whether  these  votes 
be  counted  or  not,  the  result  of  the  presidential 
election  could  not  be  affected.  The.  committee  had 
not  recommended  to  the  house  to  reject  these  votes. 
It  would  be  a delicate  power  for  congress  to  as- 
sume, and  the  question  arose  whether  the  subject 
did  not  properly  belong  to  the  electoral  college. 
The  committee  expressed  their  decided  disapproba- 
tion of  any  interference  of  those  officers  in  the 
election,  and  proposed,  in  a future  report,  to  pro- 
vide for  similar  cases  hereafter,  and  to  give  either 
to  congress  or  the  electoral  college  power  to  reject 
these  votes. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  said  there  was  one  point  to  which 
he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  house,  and 
that  was,  that  all  these  individuals  had  resigned 
their  offices  before  they  gave  in  their  votes. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Thomas  and  Mr. 
Mercer,  Mr.  Crary  called  for  a division  of  the  ques- 
tion. Mr.  C.  contended  that  the  votes  of  Michigan 
ought  to  be  received  in  the  same  way  as  the  votes 
of  any  other  state  in  the  union;  for  if  it  should  turn 
out  that  there  were  no  election  by  the  electoral  col- 
lege, it  must  be  seen  that  the  vote  of  Michigan 
must  be  taken  in  this  house  for  president,  and  in  the 
other  house  for  vice  president.  He  could  not  con- 
ceive that  it  was  the  business  of  the  house  to  de- 
cide on  the  character  of  these  votes. 

And,  the  question  being  taken,  the  first  resolu- 
tion was  concurred  in. 

And,  the  question  being  taken,  the  second  reso- 
lution was  concurred  in. 
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The  house  refused  to  suspend  the  rules  to  enable 
Mr.  C.  Allan  to  offer  a resolution  that  the  house 
will,  on  Thursday  next  take  up,  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  a bill  extending  the  provisions  of  an  act 
for  the  relief  of  certain  surviving  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  revolution. 

The  unfinished  business  was  the  petition  present- 
ed on  Monday  last  from  certain  citizens  of  the  state 
of  Kentucky,  praying  liberal  pecuniary  aid  from 
congress  in  favor  of  the  objects  of  the  Colonization 
society. 

The  said  petition  had  been  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  affairs:  and  the  question  now 
pending  was  the  motion  heretofore  submitted  by 
Mr.  Adams,  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
petition  had  been  referred  to  the  said  committee. 
Considerable  discussion  now  ensued,  and  finally  the 
motion  to  reconsider,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pat- 
ion,  laid  on  the  table.  Ayes  121,  noes  not  counted. 

A similar  petition,  presented  on  Monday  last, 
came  up  as  the  unfinished  business,  on  the  motion 
to  refer  the  same  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jarvis,  the  whole  subject  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Briggs  presented  a preamble  and  resolutions 
from  persons  of  various  employments  in  the  county 
of  Berkshire,  state  of  Massachusetts,  assembled  in 
public  meeting  at  Pittsfield,  remonstrating  against 
the  passage  of  the  bill  reported  from  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  in  relation  to  the  tariff. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  B.  the  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions were  read,  and,  Mr.  B.  intimating  his  inten- 
tion to  submit  some  remarks  to  the  house,  the  pre- 
amble and  resolutions  lie  over  one  day  under  the 
rule. 

Mr.  Pierce,  of  New  Hampshire,  was,  on  his  mo- 
tion, discharged  from  the  further  attendance  on  the 
judiciary  committee,  of  which  he  is  a member,  in 
order  to  attend  on  the  select  committee  of  investi- 
gation, of  which  he  is  also  a member,  and  which 
has  leave  to  sit  during  the  sittings  of  the  house. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  called  for  in  the  or- 
der of  states  and  territories,  and  were  presented  by 
Mr.  Jarvis,  of  Maine,  Messrs.  Cushman  and  Bean, 
of  New  Hampshire,  and  Messrs.  Phillips,  Briggs, 
Lawrence,  Cushing,  Reed,  Calhoun  and  Adams  of 
Massachusetts.  Mr.  Adams  having  presented  cer- 
tain petitions  from  other  states  than  that  of  which 
he  is  a representative, 

Mr.  Robertson  raised  the  question  of  order,  whe- 
ther one  member  had  a right  to  present  petitions 
from  other  citizens  than  those  of  his  own  state. — 
The  speaker  said  it  had  been  the  uniform  practice 
of  the  house  that  a member  might  present  petitions 
from  any  state  in  the  union,  provided  those  peti- 
tions were  bona  fide  sent  to  him  for  presentation  by 
the  citizens  interested  in  them.  If  one  member 
were  to  transfer  his. petitions  to  another  for  presen- 
tation, the  quest  on  would  then  come  up  in  a dif- 
ferent form.  Mr.  Robertson  appealed  from  the  de- 
cision, but  withdrew  the  appeal.  And  Mr.  Adams 
having  proceeded  to  present  a petition  from  certain 
inhabitants  of  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  Boon  renewed 
the  point  of  order;  and  the  speaker  having  repeated 
his  decision,  Mr.  Boon  took  an  appeal  therefrom. 
The  appeal  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Boon,  Hardin, 
Mercer,  Vinton,  Lane  and  Vanderpoel.  When  to 
save  time,  Mr.  Boon  withdrew  the  appeal.  Mr. 
Chambers,  of  Kentucky,  renewed  it.  Mr.  Patter- 
son demanded  the  previous  question.  Mr.  Glas- 
cock asked  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  withdraw 
the  motion,  on  a promise  to  renew  it,  so  as  to  ena- 
ble him  (Mr.  G.)  to  submit  a remark.  Mr.  Patter- 
son did  not  withdraw  it;  and  the  house  seconded  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question.  Mr.  Glascock 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ordering  the  main 
question,  which  were  refused;  and  the  main  ques- 
tion was  ordered  to  be  now  taken.  Mr.  Davis  call- 
ed for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main  question, 
which  were  ordered.  And  the  main  question  “Shall 
the  decision  of  the  chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of 
the  house?”  was  taken  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  139,  nays  29.  So  the  house  affirmed  the 
decision  of  the  chair. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  wished  the  house  to  recollect 
that  more  time,  thrice  told,  had  been  consumed  in 
debating  this  appeal  than  he  had  taken  up,  or 
should  take  up,  in  presenting  all  his  petitions.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  house  would  not  hold  him  re- 
sponsible for  the  consumption  of  time. 

Mr.  Adams  thereupon  presented  sundry  other  pe- 
titions. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  presented  the  petitions  of  nine 
ladies  of  Fredericksburg,  in  the  state  of  Virginia. 
He  would  not  name  them,  because,  from  the  dispo- 
sition which  at  present  prevailed  in  the  country,  he 
did  not  know  what  might  happen  to  them  if  he  did 
name  them.  It  was  not  a petition  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  but  it  was  a 
petition  praying  congress  to  put  a stop  to  the  slave 
trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 


This  was  one  of  those  petitions  which  had  seem- 
ed so  strange  to  him  when  he  received  it,  that  he 
did  not  feel  a perfect  security  that  it  was  genuine, 
and  to  which  he  had  alluded  when  he  first  began 
the  presentation  of  his  petitions.  It  was  sent  to 
him,  purporting  to  be  the  petition  of  nine  ladies, 
not  one  of  whom  should  be  named  by  him.  Whe- 
ther it  was  genuine  or  not,  it  was  not  for  him  to 
determine. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  un- 
der the  resolution. 

The  remainder  of  this  day  was  consumed  in  a se- 
ries of  unpleasant  discussions  and  motions  growing 
out  of  an  announcement  by  Mr.  Adams  that  he  had 
a petition  from  twenty-two  persons  who  declared 
themselves  to  be  slaves.  The  particulars  of  all 
that  transpired  on  this  and  subsequent  days,  are 
promised  in  the  “Intelligencer,”  and  shall  be  duly 
laid  before  our  readers.  The  question  pending  at 
the  time  of  adjournment  was  on  a motion  for  cen- 
sure of  Mr.  Adams  (moved  by  Mr.  Thompson,  of 
S.  C.  being  a modification  of  previous  motions)  for 
having  “trilled  with  the  house.” 

Tuesday,  Feb.  7.  The  sitting  of  this  day  opened 
with  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  a 
proposed  vote  of  censure  on  the  hon.  John  Quincy 
Adams,  a member  of  this  house,  for  his  course  in  re- 
ference to  a certain  petition;  and  the  subject,  in  dif- 
ferent shapes,  occupied  the  whole  of  a very  long 
day’s  session.  No  question  having  been  taken,  at 
six  o’clock  the  house  adjourned. 

[As  before  stated  we  will  in  the  next  “Regis- 
ter,” publish  a detailed  statement  of  all  that  has 
transpired  in  relation  to  the  above  case.] 

Wednesday,  Feb.  8.  Mr.  E.  Whittlesey  proposed 
that,  as  the  house,  would  proceed,  at  the  hour  of 
twelve,  to  the  special  order,  (being  the  performance 
of  a constitutional  duty,)  the  question  of  privilege 
under  consideration  at  the  adjournment  of  the  house 
on  yesterday  should  be  postponed,  and  that  the  house 
should  proceed  to  the  usual  morning  business. 

Objections  having  been  made, 

Mr.  Whitttesey  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  to  ena- 
ble him  to  submit  a motion  to  the  above  effect. 

And,  the  question  being  taken,  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended. 

The  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  E.  Whittlesey, 
to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  question 
of  privilege,  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

So  the  house  passed  to  the  usual  morning  busi- 
ness. 

The  speaker,  by  general  consent,  laid  before  the 
house  a communication  from  the  secretary  of  war  ad 
interim,  transmitting,  in  compliance  with  one  of  the 
requirements  of  the  13th  section  of  the  act  of  June 
30,  1834,  organizing  the  Indian  department,  a list  of 
persons  engaged  in  that  branch  of  the  public  service 
in  the  pear  1836,  their  compensation,  &c.  Laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  secretary  of  war 
ad  interim,  transmitting  abstracts  of  the  general  re- 
turns of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  and  of  their 
arms,  accoutrements  and  ammunition,  for  the  year 
1836.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  enclosing  copies  ot  correspondence  with 
his  office,  in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  dated  the  30th  ultimo,  as 
to  the  land  office  at  Fort  Wayne. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  public  lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a message  from  the  president  of  tne  United 
States,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  3d  instant,  relative  to  the 
exploring  expedition:  and  adding,  that  “he  trusts  all 
facilities  will  be  given  to  this  exploring  expedition 
that  congress  can  bestow,  and  the  honor  of  the  na- 
tion demands.” 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Phillips,  of  Mass,  the  message 
and  accompanying  documents  were  referred  to  tne 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a message  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  relative  to  the  condition  of  affairs  between 
the  United  States  and  Mexico.  [The  same  as  pre- 
sented to  the  senate  yesterday — 3ee  page  378.] 

The  message  having  been  read, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  message  anj 
accompanying  documents  were  referred  to  the  com 
mittee  on  foreign  affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.' 

Also,  a communication  from  the  secretary  of  war 
ad  interim,  enclosing  copies  of  orders  issued  by 
that  department  respecting  calls  for  “volunteers  or 
militiamen,”  called  for  by  a resolution  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  dated  26th  December.  Referred 
to  the  committee  on  public  lands  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  secretary  of  war 
transmitting  copies  of  all  such  accounts  as  have 
been  rendered  by  persons  charged  with  disburse- 


[ ments  of  money,  goods  or  effects,  for  the  benefit  o1 
the  Indians,  for  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  Septem- 
j ber;  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian 
! affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Lincoln  from  the  committee  to  investigate 
the  condition  of  the  various  executive  departments, 
reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  select  committee  of  the  house, 
appointed  under  the  resolution  of  the  17th  of  Janu- 
ary last,  be  authorised  to  direct  the  printing  of  as 
many  copies  of  the  journal  of  their  proceedings  as 
they  may  think  proper,  for  the  use  of  the  members, 
to  be  laid  on  their  tables  with  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  Johnson,  the  resolution  was 
so  modified  as  to  read  “not  to  exceed  1,030,”  (this 
being  the  usual  number).  And  the  resolution,  as 
modified,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Ashley,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 
reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  law  for  the  payment  of  such  portion  of 
annuities  to  the  Missouri  band  of  the  Sac  and  Fox 
nation  of  Indians  as  may  appear  due  to  them,  under 
the  several  treaties  of  1804,  1824  and  1832,  and  of 
granting  to  them  such  other  relief  as  the  circum- 
stances attending  their  application  for  payment  may 
appear  just  and  proper. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  and  agreed  to  by 
the  house. 

Several  bills  were  read  twice  and  committed,  and 
some  other  business  of  minor  importance  transact- 
ed; when,  the  hour  of  twelve  having  arrived,  and 
messages  to  that  effect  having  been"  interchanged 
between  the  two  houses,  the  senate,  in  a body,  en- 
tered the  hall  preceded  by  their  president  and  secre- 
tary, and  were  received  by  the  members  of  the 
house  standing,  uncovered. 

The  president  of  the  senate  presided,  the  speaker 
of  the  house  sitting  on  his  right  hand. 

The  tellers,  Mr.  Grundy,  of  the  senate,  and  Mr. 
Thomas  and  Mr.  Lincoln,  of  the  house,  having  taken 
their  seats,  the  return  of  electoral  votes  from  each 
state  was  opened,  read  and  recorded,  the  result  of 
the  whole  number  of  votes  being  as  follows: 


Si 


For  president. 


[For  vice  pre- 
sident. 


each  state. 

STATES. 

Martin  Van  Buren . 

Daniel  Webster. 

i 

s 

aj 

s 

<44 

a 

4 

§P 

(8 

.CJ 

1 

R.  M.  Johnson. 

Francis  Granger. 

John  Tyler. 

10 

Maine 

10 

10 

7 

N.  Hampshire 

7 

7 

14 

Massachusetts 

00 

14 

00 

14 

4 

Rhode  Island 

4 

4 

8 

Connecticut 

8 

8 

7 

Vermont 

00 

00 

7 

00 

7 

42 

New  York 

42 

42 

8 

New  Jersey 

00 

00 

8 

00 

8 

30 

Pennsylvania 

30 

30 

3 

Delaware 

00 

00 

3 

00 

3 

10 

Maryland 

00 

00 

10 

00 

00 

10 

23 

Virginia 

23 

00 

00 

00 

15 

N.  Carolina 

15 

15 

11 

S.  Carolina 

00 

00 

00 

00 

11 

00 

00 

11 

11 

Georgia 

00 

00 

00 

11 

00 

oo 

11 

15 

Kentucky 

00 

00 

15 

00 

15 

15 

Tennessee 

00 

00 

00 

15 

00 

00 

15 

21 

Ohio 

00 

00 

21 

00 

21 

5 

Louisiana 

5 

5 

4 

Mississippi 

4 

4 

9 

Indiana 

00 

00 

9 

00 

9 

5 

Illinois 

5 

5 

7 

Alabama 

7 

7 

4 

Missouri 

4 

4 

3 

Arkansas 

O 

3 

J91 

Total 

167 

14 

73 

26 

11 

144 

77 

47 

Lichigan,  if  counted 

3 

1 

3 

170 

| 

147 

23 


23 


------  — “ mica  was  completed, 

and  the  result  declared — 

The  president  of  the  senate  proclaimed  that  Mar- 
tin Van  Boren  was  elected  president  of  the 
United  States  for  four  years  from  the  third  day  of 
March  next;  and  that  for  vice  president  no  person 
voted  for  had  a majority  of  the  whole  number  of 
votes,  R.  M.  Johnson  and  Francis  Granger  be- 
ing the  two  highest  on  the  list. 

The  annunciation  was  received  with  perfect  de- 
corum by  the  house  and  galleries. 

The  senate  then  withdrew  to  their  hall;  and  the 
house  adjourned. 
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Thursday’s  proceedings. 

In  the  senate.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  from 
the  committee  on  the  election  of  president  and  vice 
president,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  of  the  senate  inform 
the  house  of  representatives,  that  the  senate  have 
elected  Richard  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  vice 
president  of  the  United  States,  for  four  years  from 
and  after  the  4th  of  March  next. 

After  some  other  business  had  been  disposed  of, 
Mr.  Calhoun  ottered  a bill  to  cede  the  public  lands 
to  the  new  states  on  certain  conditions,  which  bill 
was,  after  discussion,  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Calhoun  then  rose  in  his  place  and  stated 
that  he  had  been  honored  with  a communication 
from  the  chief  magistrate  in  reference  to  his  course 
with  regard  to  the  bill,  which  he  should  take  oc- 
casion now  to  bring  before  the  senate.  He  then 
sent  to  the  secretary’s  table  the  following  letter. 

[We  regret,  (says  the  Intelligencer),  that  we  are 
not  able  at  present  to  give  a copy  of  this  letter. 
Referring  to  a report  of  his  speech  in  the  Globe, 
Mr.  Calhoun  is  charged  with  having  asserted  that 
the  president  has  been  concerned  in  speculation  in 
public  lands;  that  the  removal  of  the  deposites  was 
a preparatory  measure,  and  the  laud  bill  its  con- 
summation. It  contradicts  the  truth  of  the  asser- 
tion, and  calls  on  Mr.  Calhoun  to  retract  the  charge 
in  the  senate;  in  case  of  his  refusal  to  do  so,  the 
president  threatens  to  publish  his  letter  before  leav- 
ing the  city. 

The  letter  was  accompanied  by  a certificate  of  a 
person  present  in  the  gallery  during  the  delivery  of 
the  speech,  and  of  Mr.  Drake,  a reporter  for  the 
Globe,  that  the  report  in  the  Giobe  states  correctly 
what  was  said  by  Mr.  Calhoun .] 

Mr.  C.  said  it  was  not  his  intention  to  comment 
on  the  extraordinary  contents  of  this  letter.  It  ex- 
cited in  his  bosom  no  emotions  but  pity  for  its 
author,  contempt  for  its  menace,  and  humiliation 
that  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  United  States  should 
place  himself  in  such  an  attitude.  Nor  was  it  his 
intention  to  ask  protection  there,  as  the  representa- 
tive of  a sovereign  state:  he  was  competent  to  the 
defence  of  hi3  own  reputation,  and  so  far  from  be- 
ing intimidated  by  such  a communication  from  the 
discharge  of  his  duty,  its  only  effect  was  to  embol- 
den him  the  more  in  denouncing  corruption,  whe- 
ther in  high  or  In  low  places.  As  to  the  privileges 
of  that  body,  he  should  leave  it  to  the  body  to  de- 
fend its  own  rights.  Much  less  was  it  his  intention 
to  comply  with  the  demand  of  the  president.  De- 
mand was  a term  which  belonged  to  equals.  In 
the  public  relation  he  sustained  as  a member  of  the 
senate,  he  felt  himself  at  least  equal  to  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  As  a senator,  (said  Mr. 
C.)  I may  judge  him,  he  cannot  judge  me. 

I rise  to  reiterate  here  in  my  place,  and  to  the 
fullest  extent,  all  I before  said,  and  to  afford  to  the 
friends  of  the  administration  an  opportunity  to  cor- 
rect the  error,  if  there  was  one;  in  which  case,  I am 
ready  at  once,  and  on  the  spot,  to  retract  the  error. 
Mr.  C.  then  went  into  a recapitulation  at  large  of  the 
substance  of  that  part  of  his  speech  to  which  the 
president’s  letter  had  reference. 

Mr.  Grundy,  Mr.  Walker,  and  Mr.  Clay  succes- 
sively occupied  the  floor  in  speeches  which  we  shall 
present  as  soon  as  published. 

The  land  bill  was  then  read  a third  time,  and  the 
question  being  on  its  passage, 

Mr.  Davis  spoke  at  length  in  opposition  to  it; 
Mr.  Tipton,  in  explanation  of  the  grounds  of  his  vote 
in  its  favor;  Mr.  Ewing  and  Mr.  Clay,  in  decided 
opposition  to  it  on  constitutional  among  other  con- 
siderations; 

When,  the  question  being  at  length  obtained,  the 
bill  was  passed  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Buchan- 
an, Cuthbert,  Ewing,  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King,  of  Ala.  Linn,  Lyon, 
Moore,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Page, 
Parker,  Rives,  Robinson,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Tip- 
ton.  Walker,  Wright — 27. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Kent,  King, 
of  Georgia,  Knight,  McKean,  Morris,  Prentiss,  Rob- 
bins, Ruggles,  Sevier,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift, 
Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webster,  White — 23. 

The  title  was  amended  by  adding  the  words,  “and 
for  other  purposes.” 

[For  a synopsis  of  the  bill  see  page  369.] 

The  house  of  representatives  was  occupied  the 
whole  day  in  considering  Mr.  Adams'  case,  but  did 
not  come  to  any  final  action.  Particulars  hereafter. 


DOMESTIC  CHRONICLE. 

To  merchants.  By  a recent  decision  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  the  proof  of  the  damage 
upon  goods  must  be  lodged  in  the  custom  house, 
within  ten  running,  (not  ten  working)  days  after 
their  landing,  or  it  will  not  be  allowed. 


The  Cincinnati  Post  of  the  27th  ultimo,  says — 
“There  are  not  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  bar- 
rels of  flour  in  the  towns  upon  the  Ohio  river,  from 
Pittsburgh  to  its  mouth,  waiting  a clear  river  and 
a good  stage  of  water  to  be  sent  to  market.” 

A correspondent  of  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser, 
in  an  article  on  the  subject  of  British  and  American 
steamboats,  estimates  the  tonnage  of  the  latter,  at 
the  present  time,  at  150,000  tons — being  probably 
three  times  as  many  as  are  in  all  Great  Britain,  and 
twice  as  many  as  are  in  all  the  world,  including 
Great  Britain.  The  cost  of  the  American  boats  is 
estimated  to  be  about  thirty-six  millions  of  dollars. 

New  York  banks.  According  to  the  bank  com- 
missioners’ report,  there  are  now  in  operation  in  the 
state  of  New  York,  98  banks  and  two  branches. 
Ninety  of  these  together  with  the  branches,  are  sub- 
ject to  their  supervision.  The  resources  of  these 
banks  on  the  first  January,  were  $106,818,952,  and 
their  liabilities  were  $68,912,849.  The  banking 
capital  within  that  state  has  nearly  doubled  since  1st 
January,  1832. 

Contested  election.  The  committee  in  the  Vir- 
ginia house  of  delegates,  appointed  to  report  on  the 
contested  election  from  Powhatan,  between  Mr. 
Hopkins  and  Mr.  Scott,  presented  a report  of  one 
hundred  pages,  in  favor  of  Mr.  Hopkins.  The  sit- 
ting of  one  day  disposed  of  only  four  pages  of  the 
report. 

It  would  seem  that  all  the  principal  cities  on  the 
Hudson,  following  the  example  of  Poughkeepsie,  are 
to  have  each  daily  lines  of  steamboats  plying  to 
New  York.  Hudson  is  to  have  not  only  a daily 
but  a semi-weekly  line  to  New  York,  and  two  daily 
lines  to  Albany. 

Children  in  factories.  The  citizens  of  Pittsburgh 
have  directed  their  attention  to  an  amelioration  of 
the  condition  of  children  in  factories.  The  Mercury 
says,  “a  meeting  on  this  subject  was  held  on  Mon- 
day evening.  The  committee  reported  1,437  sig- 
natures to  the  memorials  to  the  legislature;  and 
about  40  papers  not  returned.  A committee  was 
appointed  to  transmit  the  memorials  to  the  legisla- 
ture, and  one  to  receive  additional  signatures.” 

If  there  be  cruelty  practised  in  factories,  to  the 
children  employed  there,  or  if  their  labor  is  too 
great  or  protracted  for  the  immature  state  of  their 
powers,  the  evil  should  be  investigated  and  correct- 
ed. 

The  number  of  patients  treated  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Philadelphia  northern  dispensary  dur- 
ing the  year  1836  was  533,  of  whom  464  were  cured, 
16  died,  and  22  remain  under  treatment.  The  re- 
ceipts of  the  institution  during  the  period  above 
mentioned  amounted  to  $1,186,  including  a balance 
from  the  previous  year  of  $199;  and  the  expen- 
ditures were  about  $675,  leaving  a balance  in  the 
treasury  of  about  $515. 

Letters  from  Valparaiso,  via  Rio  Janeiro,  dated 
22d  October,  announce  the  loss  of  the  ship  William 
Byrnes,  capt.  Macoduck,  during  a violent  gale  in 
the  harbor  of  Valparaiso.  The  principal  part  of 
the  cargo  had  been  landed  previous  to  the  gale. 
The  captain,  crew  and  passengers  were  saved,  with 
the  exception  of  one  seaman. 

The  lower  house  of  the  Missouri  legislature  has 
passed  the  mammoth  bank  bill  by  a vote  of  46  to  25. 
The  mother  bank  is  to  be  at  St.  Louis,  and  branches 
are  to  be  established  in  other  parts  of  the  state. 

The  bill  to  expel  all  foreign  bank  agencies  from 
the  state,  which  had  passed  the  house,  was  also 
passed  by  the  senate  in  an  amended  form,  so  as  to 
give  it  effect  on  the  15th  instant  in  all  cases.  The 
amendment,  it  is  supposed,  would  be  concurred  in 
by  the  house. 

Land  office  frauds.  The  N.  Y.  Express  says,  a 
correspondent  at  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  has  sent  us 
a letter  dated  Jan.  25th,  from  which  we  make  the 
following  extract: 

“The  persons  employed  in  the  land  office  at 
Gonia,  have  been  detected  in  defrauding  govern- 
ment to  a large  amount.  They  entered  several 
hundred  of  the  choicest  lots,  and  employed  agents 
to  sell  them  at  the  east.  The  affair  has  produced  a 
great  excitement  here,  and  will  probably  lead  to  an 
investigation  of  the  transactions  of  this  office.” 

An  express  mail  lost.  The  express  mail  that  left 
New  York  on  Tuesday,  the  26th  ult.  was  lost  over- 
board, or  stolen  from  the  boat  between  Perth  and 
South  Amboy. 

An  abolition  convention  assembled  at  Harris- 
burgh,  Pa.  on  Tuesday  last,  about  150  delegales 
being  in  attendance.  Dr.  Ln  Moyne,  of  Washing- 
ton county,  was  elected  president.  They  formed  a 
state  anti-slavery  society.  Their  sittings  were  held 
in  Alter's  tavern;  the  house  of  representatives,  by  a 


vote  of  66  to  19  having  rejected  their  application  to 
hold  their  deliberations  in  the  hall  of  that  house.  * 

High  price  of  grain.  In  the  city  of  New  York, 
within  a few  days  past,  5,000  bushels  good  white 
German  wheat  have  been  sold  at  215  cents  a bushel. 

A cargo  of  15,000  bushels,  very  prime,  of  the  crop 
of  1836,  is  held  at  250  cents.  5,000  bushels  rye  on 
the  spot  sold  at  the  high  price  of  170  cents  per 
bushel  for  distillation. 

In  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  there  are  far- 
mers, 48;  lawyers,  14;  merchants,  10;  cabinet  ma- 
kers, 4;  physicians,  2;  gentlemen,  2;  carpenters,  2; 
hatters,  2;  millwrights,  2;  printers,  2;  tanner,  1;  mil- 
ler, 1;  grocer,  1;  artist,  1;  blacksmith,  1;  account- 
ant, 1;  shoemaker,  1;  inn  keeper,  1;  engineer,  1; 
surveyor,  1;  geological  surveyor,  1;  silver  plater,  1. 

Birth  places.  Pennsylvania  91;  Jersey  4;  Ver- 
mont 1;  Rhode  Island  1;  Ohio  1;  Virginia  1;  Con- 
necticut 1. 

In  the  legislature  of  Maryland,  there  are  farmers, 
40;  lawyers,  12;  doctors,  8;  merchants,  3;  teachers, 
3;  tanners,  2;  inn  keepers,  2;  manufacturer,  1;  black- 
smith, 1;  tailors,  2;  fisherman,  1;  clerk,  1;  coach 
maker,  1;  miller,  1;  collector,  1;  printer,  1— SO. 

The  wheat  crop.  A letter  to  the  editors  of  the 
National  Intelligencer,  dated  Amherst  conn  i v,  ( Va.) 
Jan.  25,  says:  “Never  was  there  so  gloomy  a pros- 
pect for  wheat  in  this  section,  as  there  is  at  present. 
In  looking  over  our  immense  wheat  fields,  even  the 
rich  bottoms  of  James  river,  scarce  a green  spot  is 
seen,  to  relieve  the  eye  from  its  gaze  on  the  cheer- 
less waste  of  rocks  and  clods.  Flour  is  now  $12  a 
barrel,  and  unless  a rapid  improvement  in  the  wheat 
crop  takes  place  in  a short  time,  it  will  not,  in  my 
opinion,  be  less  than  from  15  to  $20.  Many  con- 
sider the  crop  as  beyond  recovery,  believing  that 
the  almost  unprecedented  frosts  of  November  and 
December  destroyed  the  vitality  of  the  seed.” 

Case  of  harry  White.  We  neglected  to  state 
that  Harry  White,  who  was  tried  as  the  accessary 
of  Richard  H.  White  in  the  destruction  of  the  trea- 
sury buildings,  has  been  sentenced  to  ten  years  im- 
prisonment in  the  penitentiary  of  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

In  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  during  its  re- 
cent session,  a member  introduced  resolutions  in- 
structing the  representatives  of  that  state  in  con- 
gress to  endeavor  to  procure  the  passage  of  an  act 
abolishing  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. — 
They  were  rejected  byr  a vote  of  46  to  7. 

Mortality  in  Boston.  According  to  the  bill  of  mor- 
tality the  past  year,  the  whole  number  of  deaths  in 
the  city  of  Boston  was  1,770,  being  less  than  the  num- 
ber during  the  preceding  year,  by  444.  The  greatest 
numberin  anyone  month  was  in  lober,  being201. 
The  least  number  was  in  May,  brn'o.97.  The  deaths 
by  lung  fever,  82;  typhus  fever,  47;  intemperance  42; 
accidental,  31;  suicide,  13;  consumption.  233.  The 
number  of  deaths  under  one  year,  was  S72,  viz:  189 
males  and  183  females. 

A public  meeting  was  lately  held  at  Mercer,  Penn- 
sylvania, of  citizens  friendly  to  the  construction  of 
a rail  road  from  Beaver  to  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  by 
the  way  of  Mercer  and  Franklin.  This  propose’d 
route  would  intersect  the  Philadelphia  and  Erie  rail 
road  near  F ranklin,  and  would  also  have  a connexion 
with  the  rail  road  constructing  through  the  southern 
range  of  counties  in  the  state  of  New  York. 

The  convention  at  Rochester,  on  the  subject  of 
the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal,  adjourned  on  the 
19th  ult.  having  adopted  a memorial  to  the  legisla- 
ture asking  for  a law  authorising  a loan  to  facilitate 
the  enlargement,  and  pledging  llie  canal  tolls  for  the 
payment  of  the  same.  Committees  of  vigilance  for 
the  counties  interested  and  a central  committee  were 
appointed  to  superintend  the  general  matters  relat- 
ing to  the  objects  of  the  convention. 

The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  complains 
of  the  great  rise  in  bouse  rents  in  that  city.  It  says: 

“Six  or  eight  hundred  dollars  is  the  leas!  for  which 
a house  can  be  obtained  within  two  miles  of  Wall 
street,  to  afford  comfortable  accommodations  for  a 
moderate  family,  and  a large  proportion  of  such 
houses  command  ten  and  twelve  hundred  dollars. — 
We  do  not  speak  of  mansions  for  the  rich:  (hey  are 
two  and  three  thousand  dollars.  The  pressure  of 
rents  on  the  middling  classes  is  severe,  though,  after 
all,  they  are  generally  in  prosperous  circumstances.” 

Distressing  Shipwreck.  The  barque  Suzana,  be- 
longing to  .Macao,  (China),  while  on  her  passage  to 
that  place  from  Bombay,  was  cast  away  on  the  coast 
of  Caulan,  lat.  11  55,  near  the  end  of  June  Isat,  in  a 
gale,  by  which  disaster  eleven  persons  lost  their 
lives,  including  senhor  H.  A.  Lciria,  of  Macao. — 
The  cargo  consisted  of  1,383  chests  of  opium,  200 
bales  of  cotton,  Kc.  and  the  loss  of  property  is  esti- 
mated at  more  than  a million  of  dollars. 
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George  Peabody,  esq.  of  Baltimore,  has  been 
appointed  by  the  governor  and  council  of  Mary- 
land, a commissioner  to  negotiate  the  eight  million 
loan,  in  the  place  of  Samuel  Jones,  jr.  esq.  who 
declined  to  accept. 

Richard  E.  Parker,  at  present  one  of  the  se- 
nators of  the  United  States  from  the  state  of  Virgi- 
nia, has  been  elected  by  the  legislature  of  the  state 
one  of  the  judges  of  the  court  of  appeals,  vice  Dab- 
ney Carr,  deceased.  There  were  two  ballots — on 
the  1st  ballot  the  joint  vote  of  the  two  houses  was: 
forJ.  M.  Patton  59 — R.  E.  Parker  56 — William 
Daniel  35 — scattering  8.  On  the  2d  the  vote  stood 
— R.  E.  Parker  82 — jf.  M.  Patton  69— scattering  3. 

Fire.  A slip  from  the  office  of  the  Norfolk  Bea- 
con, states  that  the  dwelling  house  of  Henry  A. 
Wise,  esq.  of  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  duringthe  past  week.  Mrs.  W.  was 
absent  at  the  time,  and  on  her  return  found  the  build- 
ing it.  flames.  The  extent  of  the  loss  was  not  ascer- 
tained. 

From  Mexico.  A conducta  has  arrived  at  Vera 
Cruz  with  $700,000. 

The  liberation  of  Santa  Ana  caused  great  rejoic- 
ing. The  papers  are  almost  exclusively  filled  with 
fuisome  adulations  addressed  to  him. 

The  correspondence  of  ex-minister  Gorroztizena 
with  our  government  serves  the  Mexican  papers  for 
several  severe  phillipics  against  the  United  States: 
these  ebullitions  are  to  be  expected,  and  as  they 
cannot  change  the  actual  state  of  atfairs,  they  will 
fall  harmless. 

General  Bustamante  made  his  entry  into  the  city 
of  Mexico  on  the  evening  of  the  19th  or  20th  of 
December. 

By  a decree  of  the  Mexican  congress,  of  the  14th 
of  December,  all  consuls,  but  more  particularly 
ours,  are  enjoined  to  furnish  the  citizens  of  the  na- 
tions they  represent  yvith  tickets  of  security,  (pro- 
tection) within  the  month  after  their  arrival.  The 
tickets  are  renewable  once  in  each  year,  in  the 
month  of  January.  In  default  of  complying  with 
this  requisition,  a fine  is  to  be  imposed. 

A letter  from  Vera  Cruz  dated  22d  January, 
states  that  the  supreme  government  had  sent  an  or- 
der to  Vera  Cruz,  directing  that  in  the  event  of 
Santa  Ana’s  arriving  at  Vera  Cruz,  the  authorities 
should  receive  him  with  all  the  honors  due  to  him 
as  president  of  the  republic.  The  writer  adds  that 
on  his  arrival  he  would  be  appointed  immediately 
to  the  presidency.  Bustamente  now  declines  a 
nomination  for  president. 

South  America.  New  Grenada  and  Great 
Britain.  The  New  Orleans  True  American  states 
that  in  consequence  of  the  incarceration  of  the  Bri- 
tish consul  by  the  authorities  of  New  Grenada,  a 
British  squadron  was  blockading  some  of  the  ports 
of  South  America. 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  a letter,  dated 
Kingston,  Jan.  12th. 

“We  beg  now  to  advise  the  blockade  by  a British 
squadron,  of  the  coast  of  New  Grenada,  and  the 
consul  for  the  United  States  has  received  a commu- 
nication that  no  American  or  other  vessel,  would 
be  sanctioned  in  leaving  this  port,  ostensibly  with 
a view  to  trade  with  New  Grenada,  even  to  bring 
away  British  property.” 

Peru  and  Chili.  War,  says  the  New  Orleans 
Bee,  has  been  declared  between  Peru  and  Chili,  and 
two  vessels  belonging  to  the  latter  nation  were  block- 
ading the  port  of  Gtiyaquil,  where  there  were  four 
Peruvian  vessels  and  300  troops  under  command  of 
gen.  Moran.  A letter,  however,  dated  Lima,  Dec. 
2,  says  that  no  war  up  to  that  period  had  been  de- 
clared, but  it  will  soon  be  done  by  Ch  ili;  that  Peru 
had  detained  all  the  Chilian  vessels  in  her  ports,  and 
prohibit-d  the  introduction  of  their  products  and 
manufaciures into  Peru,  Inexpectatio  nofwarlarge 
quantities  of  wheat  and  flour  were  sa  at  from  Chili 
in  October,  and  prices  low. 

Foreign  news.  The  news  froc  i England  is 
not  important.  The  report  of  the  I lankruptcy  of 
the  Northern  and  Central  bank  a t Manchester 
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appears  to  rest  pretty  much  as  it  did  before  this 
arrival,  and  to  have  no  other  foundation  than  the 
arrangement  with  the  bank  of  England  ior  resum- 
ing its  liabilities. 

On  the  24th,  25th  and  26th  December,  a severe 
snow  storm  prevailed  in  England,  and  interrupted 
all  communications  from  abroad,  as  well  as  the 
mails  throughout  the  country.  Where  it  drifted 
it  was  generally  from  12  to  16  feet;  by  Chatham 
Lines  the  snow  is  from  30  to  40  feet  deep. — 
Innumerable  accidents  occurred,  several  ot  the 
mail  coaches  were  completely  buried  in  the  snow, 
and  the  disasters  to  the  shipping  were  numerous, 
and  many  lives  lost.  In  the  port  of  Harwich  alone 
11  vessels  were  driven  ashore.  An  avalanche  of 
snow  and  ice  fell  on  the  27th  December,  from  Mal- 
ingClitf  at  Lewis,  crushing?  cottages,  and  burying 
the  inmates;  11  persons  were  dug  out,  6 of  whom 
were  dead. 

A new  attempt  was  made  on  the  life  of  Louis 
Phillippe  on  the  27th  of  December,  by  three  assas- 
sins, each  armed  with  pistols,  while  he  was  on  his 
way  to  the  legislative  chambers,  for  the  opening  of 
the  session.  One  only  of  the  assassins  fired,  and 
the  ball  broke  the  glass  of  the  royal  carriage,  and 
passed  between  the  heads  of  the  king’s  two  sons, 
but  the  king  was  not  hurt.  The  assassins  were 
arrested. 

The  king  proceeded  to  the  chamber  and  opened 
the  session  by  a speech.  He  congratulates  the 
chambers  on  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  on  the 
pacific  assurance  which  he  receives  from  all  foreign 
princes,  and  on  the  security  of  the  peace  of  the 
world.  He  laments  the  fatal  dissentions  which 
prevail  in  the  peninsula,  and  applauds  himself  for 
not  having  interfered  in  the  internal  affairs  of  those 
countries.  He  laments  the  losses  which  have  been 
sustained  in  Africa,  and  intimates  an  intention  to 
secure  the  preponderance  of  the  French  arms,  as 
well  as  security  to  the  French  possessions  there. 
He  alludes  to  the  renewed  attempt  on  his  life,  and  to 
the  recent  futile  attempt  at  insurrection,  both  which 
passages  of  the  speech  were  received  with  repeated 
acclamations.  He  announces  that  he  has  given  or- 
ders for  submitting  to  the  deliberation  of  the  cham- 
bers a great  number  of  propositions,  for  the  improv- 
ment  of  the  navigation  of  rivers,  the  establishment 
of  canals,  ports  and  rail  roads,  and  public  institu- 
tions which  will  augment  the  greatness  of  France. 

M.  Dupin  was  elected  president  of  the  chamber 
of  deputies,  by  19S  votes  out  of  307.  M.  Humann 
received  36  votes,  and  M.  Lafitte  24.  General 
Jaquemenot  and  M.  Cunin  Gridaine,  the  ministe- 
rial candidates,  were  chosen  vice  presidents. 

The  papers  contain  the  tardy  resolution  of  the 
cortes,  recognized  by  a decree  of  the  queen,  and 
published  in  the  Madrid  Gazette,  authorising  the 
government  to  conclude  treaties  of  peace  and  amity 
with  the  states  of  Spanish  America,  on  the  basis  of 
the  acknowledgment  of  those  states,  and  the  renun- 
ciation of  all  territorial  rights  and  sovereignty  on 
the  part  of  the  ancient  government. 

The  English  and  American  residents  in  Paris 
held  a meeting  on  the  30th,  for  the  purpose  of  voting 
a congratulatory  address  to  the  king  on  his  provi- 
dential escape  from  the  attempt  on  his  life.  A com- 
mittee was  appointed  of  six  English  and  six  Ame- 
rican gentlemen  to  draw  up  resolutions  and  an  ad- 
dress, which  after  an  interval  of  half  an  hour,  were 
presented  and  unanimously  agreed  to. 

The  affairs  in  Spain  were  nearly  in  statu  quo. 
Bilboa  continued  to  hold  out  against  the  Carlists,  but 
had  not  been  relieved. 

The  road  was  lined  on  one  side  by  the  national 
guards,  and  on  the  other  by  troops  of  the  line.  On 
the  Quai  des  Tuileries,  a few  paces  beyond  the 
iron  gate  leading  into  the  garden,  nearly  opposite 
the  Pont  Royal,  a pistol  was  fired  at  the  carriage, 
just  at  the  moment  when  his  majesty  was  saluting 
the  crowd  assembled  to  witness  his  passage.  The 
assassin,  it  appears,  took  advantage  of  a slight  open- 
ing in  the  line  of  troops  by  whom  the  king  was  sur- 
rounded, to  approach  within  a few  paces  of  the  roy- 
al carriage.  The  king  was  not  struck.  The  ball 
broke  the  glass,  passed  between  the  heads  of  the 
dukes  of  Orleans  and  Nemours,  and  lodged  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  carriage.  The  pistol  was  fired  by 
an  individual  who  formed  one  of  a group  of  three 
young  men,  placed  immediately  behind  the  national 
guards.  One  only  fired.  At  the  moment  the  re- 
port was  heard,  another  of  the  party  had  his  arm  ex- 


tended, and  was  on  the  point  of  pulling  the  trigger 
of  a second  pistol,  when  a by-stander  struck  dowhliis 
arm.  Tbe  third  had  also  a pistol  in  his  hand,  but 
had  not  presented  it.  The  report  threw  the  proces- 
sion into  some  disorder.  The  king’s  carriage  stop- 
ped suddenly.  His  majesty  put  his  head  out  of  the 
window,  spoke  to  several  of  the  generals  who  form- 
ed his  escort,  and  assured  the  people  that  he  was  not 
hurt.  Some  splinters  of  the  glass,  however,  struck 
the  faces  of  the  dukes  of  Orleans  and  Nemours. — 
The  prince  royal  was  cut  below  the  right  ear,  and 
the  wound  bled  profusely.  The  duke  de  Nemours 
escaped  with  a few  scratches  on  his  right  cheek. — 
Immediately  after  the  horrible  act,  general  Jaque- 
menot rode  on  at  full  gallop  to  prevent  the  queen, 
who  had  preceded  his  majesty  to  the  palais  Bourbon, 
from  being  alarmed  by  any  erioneous  statement  that 
might  have  circulated  immediately  after  the  attempt. 
The  news  was  soon  spread  through  the  chamber, 
but  the  statement  of  general  Jacquemenot,  who  re- 
mained amongst  his  colleagues,  soon  dissipated  all 
alarm,  and  opposed  an  effectual  check  to  the  exag- 
gerations, which,  but  for  his  presence,  would  no 
doubt  have  created  a panic  amongst  the  assembled 
auditory.  The  tiiree  assassins  were  immediately 
arrested,  and  taken  first  to  the  post  where  the  colors 
of  the  national  guards  are  deposited,  and  thence  to 
that  of  the  commandant  of  the  palace,  where  the 
prefect  of  police  arrived  shortly  afterwards  and  in- 
terrogated them.  They  all  assumed  great  firmness, 
and  declared  that  they  had  acted  of  their  own  free 
will.  They  refused  to  disclose  their  names,  and  had 
even  taken  the  precaution  of  obliterating  the  marks 
of  their  linen.  It  is  said  that  no  other  avowal  could 
be  obtained  from  the  perpetrator  of  the  atrocious 
attempt  except  a declaration  that  he  belonged  to  the 
societies  des  Families.  The  principal  and  his  ac- 
complices were  ill-dressed,  and  each  of  them  ap- 
peared to  be  about  22  or  23  years  old.  The  young 
man  who  fired  the  shot  has  light  brown  hair,  is  much 
marked  with  the  small  pox,  and  has  rather  a mean 
appearance. 

The  assassin’s  name  is  Meunier.  He  is  the  son  of 
a carriage  maker,  residing  at  La  Nillette,  a suburb 
of  Paris  on  the  St.  Denis  road.  His  motive  for  at- 
tempting to  take  the  life  of  the  king,  was,  it  seems, 
to  rid  the  world  of  one  of  the  Orleans  branch  of  the 
Bourbons,  for  which  he  says  he  had,  while  still  a 
boy,  conceived  an  implacable  hatred. 

The  pistol  which  he  made  use  of  contained  either 
two  balls,  of  which  one  was  divided  into  two,  or 
else  one  ball  cut  into  three.  After  entering  the  3ide 
window'  of  the  carriage  a fragment  of  the  ball  went 
through  the  front  window,  immediately  behind  the 
coachman.  Another  fragment  entered  tbe  cushion, 
and  was  found  there,  not  two  inches  from  where  the 
due  de  Joinville  was  sitting.  The  lantern  to  the 
left  of  the  coachman  was  also  broken,  whether  by  a 
third  ball  or  a fragment,  or  whether  by  the  one  that 
traversed  the  front  window,  is  not  certain. 


MR.  ADAMS  AND  THE  PETITION  FROM 
SLAVES. 

IN  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 

Monday,  Feb.  6.  Mr.  Adams  said  he  held  in 
his  hand  a paper  on  which,  before  it  was  presented, 
he  desired  to  have  the  decision  of  the  speaker. — 
It  was  a petition  from  twenty-two  persons,  declaring 
themselves  to  be  slaves.  He  wished  to  know  whe- 
ther the  speaker  considered  such  a petition  as  com- 
ing within  the  order  of  the  house? 

The  speaker  said  he  could  not  tell  until  he  had 
the  contents  of  the  petition  in  his  possession. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  if  the  paper  was  sent  to  the 
clerk’s  table  it  would  be  in  possession  of  the  house, 
and  if  sent  to  the  speaker  be  would  see  what  were 
its  contents.  Now,  he  (Mr.  A.)  wished  to  do  no- 
thing except  in  submission  to  the  rules  of  the  house. 
This  paper  purported  to  come  from  slaves,  and  it 
was  one  of  those  petitions  which  had  occurred  to 
his  mind  as  not  being  what  it  purported  to  be.  It 
was  signed  partly  by  persons  who  could  not  write, 
by  making  their  marks,  and  partly  by  persons  whose 
hand  writing  would  manifest  that  they  had  received 
the  education  of  slaves.  And  the  petition  declared 
itself  to  be  from  slaves,  and  he  was  requested  to 
present  it.  He  would  send  it  to  the  chair. 

Mr.  Lawler  objected  to  its  going  to  the  chair. 

The  speaker  said  that  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  were  so  extraordinary,  that  he  would  take  the 
sense  of  the  house  on  the  course  to  be  pursued. 


386  NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER— FEB.  18,  1837— MR.  ADAMS  AND  THE  PETITION  FROM  SLAVES. 


Mr.  Lawler  wished  it  to  appear  on  the  journal 
that  he  had  objected  to  the  paper  going  to  the 
chair. 

The  speaker  said  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts had  stated  that  the  petition  came  from  slaves; 
but  it  had  not  been  sent  to  the  clerk’s  table.  It  was 
the  first  time,  in  the  recollection  of  the  chair,  that 

Eersons,  not  free,  had  presented  a petition  to  this 
ouse.  The  chair  wished  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
house,  which  he  had  a right  to  do. 

Mr.  Haynes  said  he  felt  astonished  at  the  course 
which  had  been  pursued  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  not  only  to-day,  but  every 
day  for  some  time  past,  when  ever  petitions  were 
presented;  but  his  astonishment  reached  to  a height 
which  he  felt  it  impossible  to  express,  when  he 
saw  the  gentleman  rise  in  his  place  on  this  floor, 
and  offer  to  present  such  a paper  as  this  had  been 
described  to  be.  Mr.  H.  could  not  tell  in  what 
manner  he  would  meet  a proposition  of  this  land. 
It  might  be  giving  it  more  attention  than  it  de- 
served, if  he  (Mr.  H.)  were  to  object  to  receiving 
it.  He  had  risen  mainly  to  express,  so  far  as  lan- 
guage could  express,  his  unfeigned  surprise  that  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  or  any  other  gentle- 
man, should  ever  have  made  a question  on  a paper 
of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Adams  called  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  to 
order,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  making  personal 
reflections. 

Mr.  Pinckney  said  that  he  was  opposed  to  a pro- 
tracted discussion  on  the  subject,  which  could  only 
lead  to  useless  excitement  and  confusion,  the  mat- 
ter before  the  house  being  a subject  for  action,  not  for 
debate;  and  was  going  on  to  say  that  he  hoped  the 
house  would  act  promptly  and  decisively,  when  the 
chair  interposed,  and 

Mr.  Haynes  inquired  of  the  chair  if  he  did  not 
still  hold  the  floor? 

The  speaker  said  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
held  the  floor,  but  it  was  not  in  order  to  make  per- 
sonal allusions. 

Mr.  Haxjnes  said,  the  speaker  was  aware  that  he 
was  one  of  the  last  men  to  violate  the  rules  adopt- 
ed for  the  order  and  government  of  the  house.  It 
was  well  known  that,  from  the  commencement  of 
these  discussions  at  an  early  day  in  the  last  session 
of  congress  up  to  this  moment,  his  lips  had  been 
closed  on  the  subject  in  every  form;  because  he  had 
thought  that  the  members  from  his  section  of  the 
country  should  be  among  the  last  to  seek  or  pro- 
mote discussion  upon  it.  But  he  would  not  trust 
his  feelings  to  pursue  the  subject  further  under  its 
present  aspect,  extraordinary  as  it  was.  The  true 
motion,  in  his  judgment,  would  be  to  move  that  the 
petition  be  rejected,  subject,  however,  to  its  with- 
drawal, if  the  house  should  become  further  enlight- 
ened as  to  its  contents. 

Mr.  Lewis  hoped  that  no  motion  of  that  kind 
would  come  from  any  gentleman  from  a slavehold- 
ing section  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Haynes  said  he  would  cheerfully  withdraw 
his  motion. 

Mr.  Lewis  said  he  was  glad  the  motion  was  with- 
drawn. He  believed  that  the  house  should  punish 
severely  such  an  infraction  of  its  decorum  and  its 
rules,  and  he  called  on  the  members  from  the  slave- 
holding  3tates  to  come  forward  now,  and  demand 
from  the  house  the  punishment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Grantland,  of  Georgia,  would  second  the  mo- 
tion, and  go  all  lengths  in  support  of  it. 

Mr.  Lewis  said  that,  if  the  house  would  inflict 
no  punishment  for  such  flagrant  violations  of  its 
dignity  as  this,  it  would  be  better  for  the  repre- 
sentatives from  the  slaveholding  states  to  go  home  at 
once. 

Mr.  Alford  inquired  if  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts had  certainly  proposed  to  introduce  this 
petition? 

The  speaker  said,  the  member  from  Massachu- 
setts had  risen,  and  stated  that  he  had  a petition 
coming  from  slaves,  and  had  inquired  of  the  chair 
whether  it  would  come  under  the  order  adopted  by 
the  house  in  reference  to  all  petitions  and  papers  on 
the  subject  of  slavery. 

The  clerk  having  been  directed  to  read  the  mi- 
nutes which  he  had  taken  at  the  time,  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

“Mr.  Adams  presented  the  petition  of  twenty-two 
persons,  declaring  themselves  to  be  slaves,  and 
wished  to  know  whether  it  came  within  the  order 
of  the  house.” 

Mr.  Alford  said  that,  if  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts intended  to  present  this  petition,  he  (Mr. 
Alford ) the  moment  it  was  presented,  should  move, 
as  an  act  of  justice  to  the  south,  which  he  in  part 
represented,  and  which  he  conceived  had  been 
treated  with  indignity,  that  it  be  taken  from  the 
house  and  burnt;  and  he  hoped  that  every  man  who 
was  a friend  to  the  constitution  would  support  him. 


There  must  be  an  end  to  this  constant  attempt  to 
raise  excitement,  or  the  union  could  not  exist  much 
longer.  The  moment  any  man  should  disgrace  the 
government  under  which  he  lived,  by  presenting  a 
etition  from  slaves  praying  for  emancipation,  lie 
oped  that  petition  would,  by  order  of  the  house,  be 
committed  to  the  flames. 

Mr.  Patton  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  to  enable 
him  to  submit  a motion  to  take  from  the  table,  to  be 
hereafter  disposed  of  as  the  house  may  decide,  the 
paper  already  presented  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  and  which  had  been  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble under  the  resolution  of  the  house;  he  alluded  to 
the  paper  presented  as  a petition  from  nine  ladies  of 
Fredericksburg.  He  (Mr.  P.)  would  state  in  his 
place,  and  on  his  responsibility,  that  the  name  of  no 
lady  was  attached  to  that  paper.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve there  was  a single  one  of  them  of  decent  re- 
spectability. He  believed  the  signatures  to  be  ge- 
nuine, and  he  recognised  only  one  name  which  he 
had  known  before,  and  that  was  the  name  of  a free 
mulatto  woman  of  the  worst  fame  and  reputation. 
He  had  been  raised  in  Fredericksburg,  and  believ- 
ed he  was  acquainted  with  all  persons  of  respecta- 
bility residing  there,  and  he  could  say  there  was  not 
one  respectable  name  attached  to  this  paper. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  asked  that  the  petition  might 
be  read,  so  as  to  render  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts amenable  to  the  resolution  which  he  (Mr. 
T.)  proposed  to  offer. 

The  speaker  said  it  was  not  in  order  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Robertson  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion  to  suspend;  which  were  ordered,  and,  being 
taken,  were — yeas  131,  nays  50. 

So  the  rule  was  suspended. 

Mr.  Patton  said  he  was  disposed  to  pursue  as  kind 
and  respectful  a course  to  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  would 
admit,  so  far  as  related  to  the  particular  question 
before  the  house. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  before  pre- 
senting this  petition,  had  stated  that  he  did  not 
know  who  these  individuals  were;  he  did  not  know 
their  claims  to  the  consideration  of  this  house,  or  to 
his  own  agency  in  presenting  the  petition.  Mr. 
P.  thought  it  was  to  be  regretted  that  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  had  not  thought  proper,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  had  refused  to  permit  him  (Mr.  P.) 
coming  from  the  town  from  which  this  paper  pur- 
orted  to  come,  on  a subject  which  the  gentleman 
new  the  people  whom  he  (Mr.  P.)  represented, 
as  well  as  himself,  felt  a deep  and  exciting  inter- 
est, to  see  the  paper  before  it  had  been  presented. 
He  (Mr.  P.)  could  not  permit  himself  to  believe 
that,  after  stating  to  him  as  he  (Mr.  P.)  would  have 
stated  privately,  what  he  had  since  stated  publicly, 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  would  have  per- 
sisted in  being  the  organ  through  whom  such  a pe- 
tition should  be  presented.  He  (Mr.  P.)  would 
again  state  on  his  honor  and  veracity  as  a man,  that 
he  did  not  believe  that  there  was  the  signature  of 
any  decently  respectable  individual  in  Fredericks- 
burg attached  to  this  paper;  that  the  only  name  he 
recognised  was  that  of  a mulatto  free  woman  of  in- 
famous character;  and  he  believed  that  the  names  of 
others  were  the  names  of  free  negroes,  all  of  whom 
he  believed  to  be  bad.  He,  therefore,  moved  that 
the  paper  which  had  been  received  and  laid  on  the 
table  should  be  taken  from  the  table  and  returned 
to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Bouldin  said  that,  as  he  had  just  voted  against 
suspending  the  rules,  on  the  motion  of  his  colleague, 
(Mr.  Patton),  and  had  found  himself  voting  with 
those  who,  from  their  local  situation,  might  be  sup- 
posed not  to  feel  with  him  on  the  very  delicate  and 
vital  subject  now  before  the  house,  and  as  his  name 
had  not  been  recorded  with  the  names  of  those  with 
whom  he  knew  he  did  feel  and  act  substantially 
in  every  important  matter  peculiar  to  the  south, 
and  especially  in  regard  to  tne  subject  matter  now 
before  the  house,  it  became  him  to  give  the  reasons 
for  his  vote.  It  was  this:  He  wished  to  dispose  of 
the  first  branch  of  the  subject,  aud  then  he  would 
be  willing  to  suspend  the  rules  for  his  colleague,  and 
would  be  willing  to  go  with  him  in  any  vote  to  take 
from  our  files  the  paper  he  wished  withdrawn,  and 
which  was  well  calculated  to  throw  disgrace  and 
contempt  on  the  proceedings  of  the  house.  He  was 
willing  the  resolution  and  wish  of  his  colleague 
should  prevail,  and  that  the  paper  should  be  return- 
ed to  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
to  make  what  mischief  he  could  or  he  chose  from 
it,  in  or  out  of  this  house. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  offer- 
ed in  the  house  the  memorial  of  those  who,  on  the 
face  of  it,  appeared  to  be  slaves,  and  had  announc- 
ed to  the  chair  and  to  the  house  that  such  was  the 
paper. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  did  not  care  a rush  whe  ther  the 
paper  went  to  the  chair  or  not.  Nothing  that  that 
gentleman  could  say  or  do  in  relation  to>  it  could  | 


add  to,  or  detract  from,  the  impression  that  the 
statement  of  the  proposition  to  the  chair  by  him 
had  made.  He  (Mr.  B.)  wished  now,  without  in- 
terruption of  any'  other  business,  to  progress  with 
this  matter  until  he  saw  and  understood  what  coun- 
tenance the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  should 
receive  from  the  house. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  at  the  last  session  gone  far- 
ther with  and  lor  the  north  on  a matter  nearly  iden- 
tical with  this,  than  any  other  man  from  the  south. 
He  alluded  to  the  admission  of  Michigan  and  Ar- 
kansas into  the  union.  On  that  occasion,  he  had 
•aid,  and  said  undoubtingly  and  from  his  heart,  that 
there  was  no  serious  intention  or  wish  in  any  con- 
siderable number  of  the  members  of  this  house  to 
assail  the  interests,  the  rights,  or  the  safety  of  the 
south,  or  to  throw  any  obstacles  in  the  way  of  Ar- 
kansas on  account  of  negro  slavery.  On  the  vote 
he  found  it  so.  He  believed  it  then,  and  believes  it 
now.  But  the  countenance  and  support  that  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  ma_v  receive  from 
the  house  in  propounding  to  the  chair  his  question 
whether  slaves  can  petition  under  the  rule  of  the 
house,  or  in  any  way,  will  either  confirm  this  be- 
lief, or  weaken  or  entirely  annihilate  it. 

Upon  this  issue  would  depend  with  him  the  ques- 
tion of  concurrence  in  the  feeling  expressed  (though 
not  fully,  owing  to  the  rules  of  the  house  prevent- 
ing him  from  proceeding  at  that  time),  by  the  gallant 
and  experienced  member  from  Louisiana,  that  the 
time  had  arrived  when  it  was  the  business  ol  south- 
ern members  to  go  home. 

Mr.  Bouldin  wished  not  to  be  kept  in  suspense 
upon  this  point.  He  wished  to  know  whether  he 
was  right  in  believing  that  he  was  surrounded  by 
brokers  sitting  in  consultation  upon  the  interest,  the 
prosperity,  happiness  and  glory  of  their  common 
family  and  country,  or  whether  a portion,  a consi- 
derable portion,  were  willing  to  countenance  a pro- 
position of  this  kind — a proposition  that  could  ad- 
mit of  no  interpretation  milder  than  that  of  a direct 
insult  to  the  feelings  of  the  south.  The  most  natu- 
ral import,  a direct  attack  upon  the  interest,  the 
property  and  the  safety  of  the  slaveholding  portion 
of  the  union. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  said  he  had  risen  to  move  as 
an  amendment  to  the  motion  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  (Mr.  Patton ) the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  honorable  John  Quincy  Adams, 
by  the  attempt  just  made  by  him  to  introduce  a pe- 
tition purporting  on  its  face  to  be  from  slaves,  has 
been  guilty  of  a gross  disrespect  to  this  house,  and 
that  he  be  instantly  brought  to  the  bar  to  receive 
the  severe  censure  of  the  speaker. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  had  al- 
ways forborne,  as  far  as  he  could  control  his  feelings, 
from  taking  any  part  in  the  discussions  on  this  sub- 
ject. He  now  felt  infinite  pain  in  being  forced,  by 
an  imperious  sense  of  duty,  to  present  the  resolution 
which  he  had  sent  to  the  chair.  He  w as  aw  are  of 
the  advantages  over  him,  which  the  gentleman's  age 
and  the  stations  which  he  had  filled  gave  him.  But, 
sir,  there  is  a point  at  which  forbearance  ceases  to 
be  proper.  The  sanctuary'  of  age  is  not  lightly  to  be 
violated;  but  when  that  sanctuary  is  used  to  throw 
poisoned  arrows,  it  ceases  to  be  sacred.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  offered  to  present  a pe- 
tition from  slaves,  and  so  purporting  to  be  on  its  face, 
in  open  and  wilful  violation  of  what  he  knew  to  be 
the  rules  of  this  house,  and  insulting  to  a large  por- 
tion of  its  members.  Does  the  gentleman,  even  in 
the  latitude  which  he  gives  to  the  right  of  petition, 
think  that  it  includes  slaves?  If  lie  docs  not.  he  has 
wdlfully  violated  the  rules  of  the  house  and  the  feel- 
ings of  its  members.  Does  that  gentleman  knowr 
that  there  are  laws  in  all  the  slave  states,  and  here, 
for  the  punishment  of  those  w'ho  excite  insurrection? 
I can  tell  him  that  there  are  such  things  as  grand 
juries;  and  if,  sir,  the  juries  of  this  District  have,  as 
I doubt  not  they  have,  proper  intelligence  and  spirit, 
he  may  yet  be"  made  amenable  to  another  tribunal, 
and  we  may  ye  t see  an  incendiary'  brought  to  con- 
dign punishment.  Mr.  T.  said  that,  when  he  first 
took  his  seat  here,  and  heard  dally  denunciations  of 
the  people  whom  he  represented,  and  every  vile  epi- 
thet heaped  upon  them — a people  for  whom  he  claim- 
ed, to  say  the  very  least,  the  proudest  equality — he 
was  excited  aim  o:st  to  the  point  of  frenzy.  Now  he 
found  himself  sitting  quietly  under  these  things, 
when  he  saw  his  new  colleagues,  not  more  excitable 
than  he  was,  in  the  same  state  of  feeling  in  which  he 
was  at  the  last  session.  Sir,  it  is  a most  instructive 
commentary  up  on  the  gradual  wear  and  tear  of  feel- 
ing, and  the  co  oling  of  that  just  indignation  which 
every  southern  man  should  feel.  Sir,  if  I desired 
the  breaking  up  > of  this  government,  I should  thank 
the  gentleman  f com  Massachusetts  for  his  course  on 
this  subject.  A ill  we  desire,  sir,  is  an  issue,  a fair 
and  distinct  issi  le.  If  gentlemen  think  slavery  an 
abomination,  an  d that  they  have  aright  to  abolish  it, 
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why  not  come  up  to  the  point,  and  say  so?  I will 
forgive  them  for  all  the  past  if  they  will  do  it.  We 
shall  then,  sir,  soon,  very  soon,  settle  this  question 
forever. 

Mr.  Haynes  said  that,  believing  the  object  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  might  be  more  rea- 
dily obtained  by  a resolution  in  a different  form,  he 
would  send  to  the  table  the  following  amendment: — 

Strike  out  all  after  “Resolved,"  and  insert — 

That  John  Quincy  Adams,  a representative  from 
the  state  of  Massachusetts,  has  rendered  himself 
justly  liable  to  the  severest  censure  of  this  house,  and 
is  censured  accordingly,  for  having  attempted  to  pre- 
sent to  the  house  the  petition  of  slaves. 

Mr.  Granger  said  this  was  a question  of  extreme 
delicacy,  and  one  which  he  hoped  would  not  be 
closed  by  the  previous  question.  His  honorable 
friend  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams)  knew  that 
no  man  in  this  house  had  more  sincerely  stood  by 
him  on  the  right  of  petition  than  he  (Mr.  G.)  had. 
But  he  ( Mr.  G-. ) must  express  his  surprise  that,  with 
papers  in  his  hand  from  sources  of  which  he  was 
ignorant,  and  of  the  genuineness  of  which  he  has 
expressed  a doubt,  he  (Mr.  A.)  should  have  assum- 
ed the  responsibility  he  had  this  day  assumed.  He 
(Mr.  G.)  was  surprised  that  that  gentleman,  hold- 
ing the  right  of  petition  as  one  of  the  most  sacred 
rights  granted  to  this  people,  should  everhave  cheap- 
ened the  value  of  that  right  by  presenting  indiscrimi- 
nately papers  enclosed  to  him,  (Mr.  A.)  when  he 
was  himself  ignorant  of  the  names,  condition,  or 
characters  of  those  who  forwarded  them.  He  was 
the  more  surprised  that  a paper  from  this  immediate 
vicinity,  and  purporting  to  bear  the  signatures  of 
those  who  are  represented  by  a gentleman  (Mr. 
Patton)  sitting  on  the  left  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  and  with  whom  that  gentleman  was 
on  intimate  terms,  should  have  been  presented  to 
this  house  without  some  inquiry  having  been  made 
as  to  the  character  of  those  whose  names  were  at- 
tached to  the  petition,  or  without  the  gentleman 
(Mr.  A.)  being  possessed  of,  or  having  guarded  him- 
self by,  the  requisite  information  in  relation  to  the 
petition  he  was  about  to  present.  It  was  well  known 
that  no  man  here  deprecated  more  than  he  (Mr.  G.) 
did  the  decision  of  the  chair  in  tying  down  members 
of  the  house  under  the  resolution  of  the  last  and  the 
present  year.  It  was  due  to  the  gentleman  whom 
he  had  in  his  eye.  (Mr.  W.  Thompson)  to  say  that 
he  believed  he  (Mr.T.)  had  invariably  voted  against 
it. 

Mr.  Thompson  explained  that  he  had  voted  against 
the  resolution,  because  he  thought  that  the  petitions 
should  not  be  received,  but  instantly  rejected. 

Mr.  G.  resumed.  What  was  the  position  in  which 
we  are  now  placed  by  the  adoption  of  that  resolu- 
tion? It  was  that  all  papers,  in  advance,  having  re- 
ference, immediately  or  remotely,  to  the  subject  of 
slavery,  no  matter  how  offensive  in  its  object,  or  dis- 
reputable in  its  terms,  or  how  respectful,  were  car- 
ried to  the  speaker’s  table.  Instead  of  securing  to 
the  people  of  this  country  the  sacred  right  of  peti- 
tion, with  every  paper  to  be  passed  upon,  if  not  by 
the  judgment  of  the  person  presenting  it,  at  least  by 
the  judgment  of  the  house,  this  stilling  resolution 
had  been  the  vehicle  of  carrying  on  to  the  records  of 
the  house  documents  that  should  never  have  been 
placed  there,  and  of  excluding  those  which  were  en- 
titled to  its  consideration.  It  had  probably  placed 
on  the  table  papers  which  never  ought  to  have  been 
admitted,  and  it  had  shutout  from  the  people  of  this 
country  the  full  and  free  right  of  having  their  peti- 
tions presented  here,  and  of  beingheard  upon  them. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  had  regretted  as  much  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Thompson),  or  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Patton),  that  this  pa- 
per should  have  been  presented.  As  a member  of 
this  house,  he  (Mr.  G.)  considered  the  right  of  pe- 
tition sacred,  but  he  also  considered  himself  bound, 
in  the  exercise  of  that  right,  to  guaranty  to  the  house 
that  the  paper  he  offered  was  one,  the  responsibility 
of  which,  so  far  as  presenting  it  was  concerned,  rest- 
ed on  his  shoulders.  It  did  not  follow  that  he  ap- 
proved or  disapproved  the  object  of  the  petition  be- 
cause he  presented  it;  but  it  was  due  to  the  house, 
in  presenting  it,  to  say  that  he  believed  it  to  be  such 
a paper  as  a member  had  a right,  and  was  bound,  to 
present  to  an  American  congress;  and  he  could  not 
think  that  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts could  strengthen  the  right  of  petition  by  pre- 
senting a paper  in  the  manner  in  which  this  had 
been  offered. 

This  question,  as  now  presented,  was  one  of  deep 
interest.  He  felt  bound  to  say  that  a certain  class 
of  the  community  were  too  ready  to  change  their 
ground,  and  to  hide  their  opinions  on  the  abolition 
of  slavery  under  the  denial  of  the  right  of  petition. 
He  had  in  his  mind  men,  not  ordinary  men,  who, 
feeling  that  this  right  has  been  unjustly  abridged, 
have  enlisted  themselves  in  a cause  in  which  they 
would  never  otherwise  have  engaged;  men  who, 


only  one  year  ago,  were  as  much  opposed  to  the  i 
abolition  of  slavery  as  any  man  in  this  house,  but 
who  are  now  found  within  its  ranks.  These,  he 
had  said,  were  not  ordinary  citizens,  but  those  who 
stood  forth  to  the  community  in  that  enviable  relief 
which  talent  gives  to  virtue.  It  was  not  to  be  dis- 
guised, and  he  felt  bound  to  declare,  that,  if  the 
house  wished  to  forward  the  cause  of  abolition,  they 
would  pass  these  hasty  resolutions.  No  man  in  this 
nation  held  the  right  of  petition  under  the  constitu- 
tion more  sacred  than  he  did;  but  it  was  due  to  him- 
self to  repeat,  what  he  had  heretofore  stated,  that  so 
long  as  the  states  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  should 
continue  their  present  policy,  he  did  not  believe  that 
congress  had  any  just  power  to  interfere  in  this 
question,  nor  that  either  philanthropy  or  patriotism 
demanded  it;  that  in  his  opinion,  at  the  time  of  the 
cession  of  this  District,  it  was  no  more  contemplated 
that  slavery  should  be  abolished  here  before  it  was 
in  the  surrounding  country,  than  that  this  territory 
should  continue  in  its  present  position  after  the  ad- 
joining states  by  which  it  had  been  ceded  should 
have  changed  theirs.  But  he  would  say  to  the  gen- 
tlemen from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Thompson),  and 
from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Haynes),  that,  if  this  resolution 
was  pushed  to  a vote  of  censure,  its  effect  on  the 
community  would  be  most  serious. 

What  was  the  position  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts?  He  (Mr.  A.)  had  requested  in- 
structions, had  asked  the  decision  of  the  chair  as  to 
his  right  to  present  the  petition,  and  whether  it  came 
within  the  resolution  of  the  house  to  which  he  had 
referred.  Before  the  decision  of  the  chair  had  been 
announced,  and  whilst  the  house  remained  in  igno- 
rance even  of  the  gentleman’s  own  opinions  as  to 
the  propriety  of  presenting  it,  a resolution  was  in- 
troduced, which,  in  effect,  went  to  censure  him  for 
asking  the  decision  of  the  chair,  and  which  decision 
had  not  yet  been  announced.  If  these  proceedings 
must  be  carried  on,  for  pity’s  sake,  at  least,  let  the 
opinion  of  the  person  presenting  it  be  known;  let 
him  at  least  declare  in  his  place  that  he  claimed  the 
right  to  present  the  petition.  It  will  then  be  time 
enough  to  act  upon  these  resolutions,  and  then  be 
matter  of  sufficient  doubt  whether  they  should  be 
passed,  or  whether  any  member  should  be  censured 
lor  what  he  considered  an  honest  discharge  of  his 
duty. 

He  could  not  conclude  without  expressing  his  re- 
gret at  the  occurrence  of  this  morning,  and  his  firm 
conviction  that  the  course  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  so  far  from  rendering  the  right  of 
petition  more  sacred,  was  calculated  to  render  it  a 
mere  bauble,  to  be  played  with;  and  he  objected  to 
having  the  right  of  petition,  inalienable  in  his  con- 
stituents, tried  by  any  such  issue  as  could  be  made 
upon  the  papers  which  the  venerable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams)  had  last  presented. 

Mr.  D.  H.  Lewis  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment, which  he  suggested  to  his  friend  from  South 
Carolina  ( Mr.  Thompson)  to  accept  as  a modification: 
Resolved,  That  John  Quincy  Adams,  a member  from 
the  state  of  Massachusetts,  by  his  attempt  to  intro- 
duce into  this  house  a petition  from  slaves,  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  com- 
mitted an  outrage  on  the  rights  and  feelings  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  people  of  this  union;  a flagrant 
contempt  on  the  dignity  of  this  house;  and,  by  ex- 
tending to  slaves  a privilege  only  belonging  to  free- 
men, directly  invites  the  slave  population  to  insur- 
rection; and  that  the  said  member  be  forthwith  call- 
ed to  the  bar  of  the  house,  and  be  censured  by  the 
speaker. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  accepted  the  modification. 

Mr.  Lewis  said  that,  as  a member  from  the  south, 
he  was  not  disposed  to  argue  this  question  here.  He 
wished  to  see  whether  there  was  the  power  or  the 
will  to  discountenance  such  proceedings  as  these. — 
If  not,  the  members  from  the  south  had  better  go 
home  and  prepare  to  protect  themselves. 

Mr.  Patton  said  he  thought  the  house  was  pro- 
ceeding rather  harshly  in  this  matter.  The  resolu- 
tion, in  the  form  in  which  it  now  stood,  asserted  two 
facts,  of  which  he  would  desire  to  be  certified  before 
he  gave  his  vote  upon  it.  He  knew  nothing  of  the 
character  of  the  paper,  for  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts (Mr.  Adams)  had  preserved  towards  him 
the  same  silence  as  on  the  other  paper,  purporting 
to  come  from  Fredericksburg. 

But  the  resolution  asserted  two  facts — 1st.  That 
the  paper  was  a petition  by  slaves  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery.  Was  that  the  fact?  Was  any  gentleman 
here  authorised  to  state  that  this  was  a paper  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery?  It  was  essentially  i mportant, 
before  the  house  was  called  on  to  act,  that  they 
should  know  whether  this  was  the  fact  or  not. 

The  resolution  asserted  also  another  fact — that  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  attempted  to  offer 
this  petition.  He  (Mr.  P.)  understood  that  this  was 
not  the  fact.  He  thought  he  should  be  disposed  to 
go  as  faras  those  who  would  go  furt  hest  in  adopting 


any  proper  course  for  arresting  these  attempts  to 
procure  the  action  of  the  house  in  relation  to  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or 
any  where  else.  He  should  be  ready  to  go  to  the 
utmost  extent  of  his  constitutional  powers  to  arrest 
that  action  either  by  the  legislative  intervention  of 
the  house  in  its  ordinary  course,  or  by  refusing  to 
receive  the  petitions,  or  by  inflicting  censure  on 
members  transgressing  the  bounds  of  their  duty  to 
keep  up  an  excitement  on  the  subject.  But  let  us 
know  (said  Mr.  P.)  what  we  are  doing.  Suppose 
that  this  petition  was  a quiz,  and  that,  so  far  from 
being  a petition  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  it  was 
a petition  for  a very  different  thing.  Mr.  P.  would 
object  as  much  to  the  one  proposition  being  present- 
ed here  as  the  other.  But  let  the  house  before  it  in- 
volved itself  in  this  solemn  proceeding,  before  it  took 
this  decided  and  hazardous  step  of  bringing  to  the 
bar  of  the  house  a membe  r of  its  body  as  having  vio- 
lated its  rights,  know  on  what  grounds  they  were 
proceeding. 

Were  the  facts  as  they  were  stated  to  be?  Had 
any  such  petition  been  presented  or  offered  by  a 
member  of  the  house?  He  regretted  to  be  involved 
in  this  excitement  on  grounds  which  might  turn  out 
to  be  more  of  a farce  than  a tragedy.  He  expected 
it  would  be  found  that  neither  the  one  fact  nor  the 
other,  assumed  in  the  resolution,  was  true. 

Mr.  Adams  then  rose  and  said  he  did  not  know 
under  what  rule  of  the  house  the  several  resolutions 
which  had  been  presented  in  relation  to  himself  had 
taken  the  place  of  the  resolution  or  motion  submit- 
ted by  his  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Patton),  nor 
how  it  had  happened  that  this  matter  had  come  under 
the  consideration  of  the  house,  whilst  a question  was 
pending  whether  a paper  previously  presented  by 
him  (Mr.  A.)  should  be  taken  from  the  speaker’s 
table  and  returned  to  him.  The  speaker,  he  pre- 
sumed, knew  how  this  had  come  about. 

The  speaker  explained  that  this  had  been  effected 
under  the  operation  of  that  well-established  parlia- 
mentary law,  which  gave  precedence  to  questions 
of  privilege  over  all  other  business. 

Mr.  A.  Well,  sir,  I am  satisfied. 

In  regard  to  the  resolutions  now  before  the  house, 
as  they  all  concur  in  naming  me,  and  in  charging 
me  with  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  and  in 
calling  me  to  the  bar  of  the  house  to  answer  for  my 
crimes,  I have  thought  it  was  my  duty  to  remain 
silent  until  it  should  be  the  pleasure  of  the  house  to 
act  either  on  one  or  other  of  these  resolutions.  I 
suppose  that  if  I shall  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the 
house,  I shall  not  be  struck  mute  by  the  previous 
question,  before  I have  an  opportunity  to  say  a 
word  or  two  in  my  own  defence. 

But,  sir,  gentlemen  are  really  consuming  the 
time  of  the  house  in  such  a manner,  that  I think 
the  obligation  rests  upon  me  to  ask  them  to  modify 
their  resolution.  It  may  be  as  severe  as  they  pro- 
pose; but  I ask  them  to  change  the  matter  of  fact 
a little,  so  that  when  I come  to  the  bar,  I may  not, 
in  one  single  word,  put  an  end  to  their  resolution. 

The  gentlemen,  who  have  such  a laudable  z^al 
for  the  slaveholding  portion  of  this  confederacy, 
and  I do  not  censure  them  for  that  zeal,  charge 
upon  me,  first,  that  I attempted  to  present  a peti- 
tion from  slaves;  and,  secondly,  that  that  petition 
was  for  their  emancipation  from  slavery.  I did  not 
present  (he  petition,  and  I appeal  to  the  speaker  to 
say  that  I did  not.  I said  I nad  a paper,  purporting 
to  be  a petition  from  slaves;  I did  not  say  what  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  was;  I said  it  was  a paper 
purporting  to  be  a petition  from  slaves,  signed 
partly  by  crosses  for  signatures,  and  partly  by  let- 
ters, scarcely  legible,  purporting  to  be  names.  I 
asked  the  speaker  whether  he  considered  such  a 
paper  as  included  within  the  general  order  of  the 
house,  that  all  petitions,  memorials,  resolutions  and 
papers,  relating  in  any  way,  or  to  any  extent  what- 
ever, to  the  subject  of  slavery,  should  be  laid  on 
the  table.  I intended  to  take  the  decision  of  the 
speaker  before  I went  one  step  towards  presenting, 
or  offering  to  present,  that  petition.  I stated  dis- 
tinctly to  the  speaker  that  I should  not  send  the 
paper  to  the  table,  until  the  question  was  decided, 
whether  a paper  from  persons  declaring  themselves 
slaves  was  included  within  the  order  of  the  house. 
This  is  the  fact. 

Now,  as  to  the  fact  what  the  petition  was  for.  I 
simply  state  to  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  (Mr. 
Lewis),  who  has  sent  to  the  table  a resolution,  as- 
suming that  this  petition  was  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery;  I state  to  him  that  he  is  mistaken.  He 
must  amend  his  resolution;  for,  if  the  house  should 
choose  to  read  this  petition,  I can  state  to  them 
they  would  find  it  something  very  much  the  reverse 
of  that  which  the  resolution  states  it  to  be;  and  if 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  still  shall  choose  to 
bring  me  to  the  bar  of  the  house,  he  must  amend 
his  resolution  in  a very  important  particular;  for 
he  probably  may  have  to  put  into  it,  that  my  crime 
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has  been  for  attempting  to  introduce  the  petition  of 
slaves  that  slavery  should  not  be  abolished.  This 
is  possible,  sir.  I say,  then,  the  gentleman  must 
amend  his  resolution;  and  I take  it  for  granted  that 
he  and  the  house  will  be  under  the  necessity  of  see- 
ing what  that  petition  is,  and  that  they  must  not  take 
it  even  from  my  representation.  This  representa- 
tion I am  perfectly  willing  to  make,  if  the  house 
shall  think  fit  that  the  petition  should  be  received 
and  considered;  and  I snail  be  willing  to  do  almost 
any  thing,  except  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tion; for,  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  may,  per- 
chance, find  that  the  object  of  the  petition  is  pre- 
cisely that  which  he  desires  to  accomplish;  and  that 
these  slaves,  who  have  sent  this  paper  to  me,  are 
his  auxiliaries,  instead  of  being  his  opponents.  I 
state  these  facts  for  the  consideration  of  the  house. 
I shall  not  present  the  petition  until  the  decision  of 
the  house  has  been  announced,  and  I am  disposed 
to  be  perfectly  submissive  to  that  decision,  what- 
ever it  may  be. 

Whilst  I am  up,  Mr.  Speaker,  I feel  it  necessa- 
ry to  say  one  word  in  reply  to  the  observations  of 
a gentleman  for  whom  I entertain  a profound  re- 
spect, and  who,  on  this  occasion,  has  not  felt  as 
those  gentlemen  who  have  entirely  misunderstood 
the  course  I was  pursuing,  and  the  nature  of  the 
paper  on  which  I asked  the  direction  of  the  speaker. 

I allude  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Granger),  who  has  expressed  his  regret  at  the 
course  I have  this  day  adopted. 

Sir,  it  is  well  known  to  all  the  members  of  this 
house;  it  is  certainly  well  known  to  all  petitioners 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, that  from  the  day  I entered  this  house  down  to 
the  present  moment,  I have  invariably  here,  and 
invariably  elsewhere,  declared  my  opinions  to  be 
adverse  to  the  prayer  of  petitions  which  call  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. — 
But,  sir,  it  is  equally  well  known  that,  from  the 
time  1 entered  this  house  down  to  the  present  day, 

I have  felt  it  a sacred  duty  to  present  any  petition, 
couched  in  respectful  language,  from  any  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  be  its  object  what  it  may;  be 
the  prayer  of  it  that  in  which  I could  concur,  or 
that  to  which  I was  utterly  opposed.  It  is  for 
the  sacredness  of  the  right  of  petition  that  I have 
adopted  this  course;  and  when  my  friend  from  N. 
York  (Mr.  Granger)  intimated  his  opinion — not 
directly  expressed,  but  yet  the  necessary  inference 
of  his  remarks — that,  before  presenting  a paper 
purporting  to  be  a petition  from  certain  ladies  of 
Fredericksburg,  I ought  to  have  shown  it  to  my 
friend  and  neighbor  here,  (Mr.  Patton),  and  to  have 
followed  the  advice  which  he  would  have  given,  I 
reply  to  the  gentleman  (Mr.  G.)  that  such  is  not 
my  opinion  in  regard  to  the  right  of  petition.  I 
did  avoid  showing  my  friend  the  petition,  because 
I had  every  reason  to  believe  that,  if  I did,  he 
would  exercise  his  influence  over  my  mind — and 
that  influence  is  great  in  every  thing  in  which  my 
duty  does  not  interpose  a barrier  against  its  exer- 
cise— and  that  his  advice  would  have  been  that  I 
should  not  present  the  petition.  I did  not  choose 
to  place  myself  in  this  position.  I adhere  to  the 
right  of  petition;  and  let  me  say  here  that,  let  the 
petition  be,  as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has 
stated,  from  free  negroes — prostitutes,  as  he  sup- 
poses, for  he  says  there  is  one  such  on  the  paper, 
and  he  infers  that  the  rest  are  of  the  same  descrip- 
tion— that  had  not  altered  my  opinion  at  all. — 
Where  is  your  law  which  says  that  the  mean,  and 
the  low,  and  the  degraded,  shall  be  deprived  of  the 
right  of  petition,  if  their  moral  character  is  not 
good?  Where,  in  the  land  of  freemen,  was  the 
right  of  petition  ever  placed  on  the  exclusive  basis 
of  morality  and  virtue?  Petition  is  supplication — 
it  is  entreaty — it  is  prayer!  and  where  is  the  degree 
of  vice  or  immorality  which  shall  deprive  the  citi- 
zen of  the  right  to  supplicate  for  a boon,  or  to  pray 
for  mercy?  Where  is  such  a law  to  be  found?  It 
does  not  belong  to  the  most  abject  despotism. — 
There  is  no  absolute  monarch  on  earth,  who  is  not 
compelled  by  the  constitution  of  his  country  to  re- 
ceive the  petitions  of  his  people,  whosoever  they 
may  be.  The  sultan  of  Constantinople  cannot  walk 
the  streets  and  refuse  to  receive  petitions  from  the 
meanest  and  the  vilest  in  the  land.  This  is  the 
law  even  of  despotism.  And  what  does  your  law 
say?  Does  it  say  that,  before  presenting  a'petition, 
you  shall  look  into  it,  and  see  whether  it  comes 
from  the  virtuous,  and  the  great,  and  the  mighty? 
No,  sir,  it  says  no  such  thing;  the  right  of  petition 
belongs  to  all.  And,  so  far  from  refusing  to  present 
a petition  because  it  might  come  from  those  low  in 
the  estimation  of  the  world,  it  would  be  an  addi- 
tional incentive,  if  such  incentive  were  wanting. 
This  I say  to  my  friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Pat- 
ion). 

But  I must  admit  that  when  color  comes  into  the 
question,  there  may  be  other  considerations.  It  is 


possible  that  this  house,  which  seems  to  consider  it 
so  great  a crime  to  attempt  to  offer  a petition  from 
slaves,  may,  for  aught  I know,  say  that  freemen,  if 
not  of  the  carnation,  shall  be  deprived  of  the  right 
of  petition,  in  the  sense  of  the  house.  It  is  possi- 
ble, sir,  that  had  I known  the  petition  from  Frede- 
ricksburg to  have  been  from  colored  people,  I might 
have  taken  into  my  consideration  the  question,  not 
whether  I ought  to  present  the  petition  to  the 
house,  but  whether,  in  the  temper  of  this  house,  it 
would  be  prudent  for  me  to  present  it.  Sir,  I did  not 
know  that  these  were  colored  women.  The  peti- 
tion was  sent  without  any  indication  of  the  color  or 
condition  of  those  who  sent  it.  At  all  events,  it 
did  not  purport  to  come  from  slaves;  and  when  the 
paper  which  I last  held  in  my  hand  came  to  me  as 
a petition  from  persons  declaring  themselves  to  be 
slaves,  I did  not  present  it,  but  I asked  the  speaker 
if  it  came  within  the  general  order  of  the  house.  I 
am  still  waiting  for  that  decision,  and  if  it  should 
be  the  decision  of  the  speaker  that  the  petition  can- 
not be  received,  because  it  comes  from  slaves,  I 
shall  submit  to  the  determination  of  the  house.  If 
the  house  think  proper  to  receive  the  petition,  I 
shall  present  it. 

Mr.  Mann,  of  New  York,  obtained  the  floor,  and 
said  that  the  future  historian,  when  arriving  at  the 
transactions  of  the  twenty-fourth  congress,  would 
find  it  requisite  to  pause  and  contemplate  the  spec- 
tacle now  before  us  and  the  American  people.  He 
will  be  at  fault  to  discover  the  cause  for  the  scenes 
now  presented;  and  contemplating  the  nature  of 
our  political  institutions,  tracing  their  formation 
and  establishment,  he  will  find  nothing  which 
would  necessarily  produce  or  justify  the  course  of 
proceedings  which  have  occurred  here  for  the  last 
and  present  sitting  of  congress.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  M.) 
why  is  it  then  that  we  are  weekly,  and  almost 
daily,  drawn  into  the  consideration  of  abstract,  im- 
practical, and  Mr.  M.  said  he  must  be  permitted  to 
say,  improper,  if  not  reprehensible  subjects,  by  the 
course  adopted  by  the  venerable  member  from 
Massachusetts?  (Mr.  Mams).  Is  it  from  any  de- 
fect in  the  forms  or  principles  of  our  proceedings? 
Is  it  inherent  in  the  compact  upon  which  rests  "all 
that  is  valuable  in  our  institutions?  Is  it  to  be 
found  and  justified  in  the  condition  and  circum- 
stances of  our  country?  Can  it  be  traced  to  a want 
of  patriotic  devotion  in  any  considerable  portion  of 
our  country  to  the  union?  Would  it  be  charitable 
to  attribute  it  to  any  disappointment  of  individual 
ambition,  seeking  revenge  for  such  disappointment 
in  attempting  to  win  that  which  it  could  not  rule? 

On  no  one  of  these  inquiries,  Mr.  Speaker,  (said 
Mr.  M.)  can  we  find  a satisfactory  solution  of  the 
question  why  we  are  now  presenting  to  the  country 
the  deplorable  spectacle,  shown  off  every  petition 
day,  by  the  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts, 
in  presenting  the  abolition  petitions  of  his  infatuated 
friends  and  constituents.  The  house  has,  with  a 
unanimity  almost  unparalleled,  prescribed  a rule  for 
its  government  in  respect  to  these  petitions,  with 
which  it  is,  upon  experience,  as  well  (Mr.  M.  ven- 
tured the  opinion),  as  the  considerate  men  of  all 
parties,  in  every  portion  of  the  confederacy,  well 
satisfied.  Yet  the  honorable  member  has  made 
himself  to  believe  that  it  was  his  duty,  against 
the  sense  of  the  whole  house,  (Mr.  M.  believed 
with  but  few  exceptions),  against  the  sense  of 
the  whole  country,  including  his  own  political 
friends,  (if  any  he  has),  to  resist  the  execution  of 
that  rule  with  a degree  of  violence  paralleled  only 
by  revolutionary  madness  of  desperation.  Sir,  (said 
Mr.  M.)  it  becomes  me,  the  house,  and  the  country, 
to  remember  that  the  venerable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  has  occupied  the  executive  chair, 
and  administered  the  duties  of  the  highest  office  of 
the  civilized  world.  And  it  becomes  us  also  to  re- 
spect his  gray  hairs,  his  old  age,  his  long  public  ser- 
vices, and  to  seek  out  apologies  and  excuses  in  his 
behalf,  if  possible,  for  the  obstinacy  and  ebullitions 
of  temper  which  on  these  occasions  he  so  often  ex- 
hibits, and  which  is  so  much  opposed  to  cool  deli- 
beration and  the  dignity  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
house.  Thus  shielded  and  protected  by  his  age  and 
public  character,  it  has  been  matter  of  surprise  to 
those  who  are  not  spectators  of  our  proceedings, 
that  a member  of  his  great  learning  and  experience 
should  so  far  forget  his  dignity  as  to  presume  upon 
that  age  and  character  a3  a license  to  him  to  annoy 
and  trifle  with  the  house  and  its  most  solemn  and 
satisfactory  regulations. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  M.)  while  we  contemplate  the 
character  and  respect  the  age  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber, charity  claims  that  we  should  also  remember 
the  frailty  of  our  nature,  and  that  man  is  mortal.- — 
It  would  be  unjust  to  believe  that,  in  the  prime  and 
vigor  ot  manhood,  the  honorable  member  would 
have  adopted  the  course  of  action  which,  at  this  late 
period  of  his  life,  seems  to  control  him.  The  high 
noon-tide  of  that  life  has  long  since  passed  with 


him,  and  its  wane  is  no  doubt  upon  him,  before  he 
is  either  aware  or  sensible  of  it;  for  it  cannot  be  be- 
lieved that,  in  the  days  of  his  more  acute  percep- 
tions, he  could  have  yielded  to  influences  which 
now  seem  to  have  the  mastery. 

In  this,' (Mr.  M.  said),  by  the  aid  of  liberal  cha- 
rity, he  found  both  the  cause  and  apology  for  the 
course  of  proceedings  adopted  by  the  member,  and 
for  the  consequent  disorders  and  delays  which  oc- 
cur in  our  proceedings.  Sir,  let  me  not  be  misun- 
derstood, for  although  the  honorable  member  is  far 
advanced  into  the  autumn  of  his  career,  yet  (Mr. 
M.  said)  he  entertained  a veneration  for  his  learn- 
ing and  experience  which  he  should  always  cherish 
with  pride. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  (said  Mr.  M.)  the  proceedings 
of  this  day  should  admonish  us  of  the  danger  of  be- 
ing thrown  into  unusual  excitements,  and  acting  has- 
tily under  such  influences.  Mr.  M.  said  he  was 
aware  of  the  nature  of  the  petition  which  the  honor- 
able member  had  offered  before  he  had,  by  inuen- 
does,  explained  it;  but  some  gentlemen  had  suppos- 
ed that  it  affected  the  constitutional  rights  of  their 
states — their  rights  to  their  slave  property;  and, 
supposing  this,  it  was  very  natural  lor  them  to  be 
suddenly  alarmed. 

It  now,  however,  appears  probable,  that  some 
mischievous  persons  have  trifled  with  the  honorable 
member  from  Massachusetts,  and  he,  in  turn,  seeks 
to  trifle  with  the  house  and  country,  by  treating 
with  seriousness  that  which  was  probably,  in  its 
origin,  levity.  The  resolution  to  censure  the  honor- 
able member  is  not,  it  seems,  framed  upon  the  real 
facts  of  the  case,  and  assumes  too  much;  and,  as  it 
now  stands,  cannot  be  maintained.  It  should  de- 
scribe truly  the  matters  to  justify  its  adoption.  Mr. 
M.  would  have  no  hesitation,  when  the  honorable 
member  shall  be  guilty  of  a violation  of  the  rules 
and  rights  of  the  house,  and  that  violation  shall  be 
apparent,  to  vote  any  censure  merited  by  the  of- 
fence; and  this,  too,  notwithstanding  his  age  and 
character,  because  he  is  not  elevated  above  law  by 
any  age  or  any  character. 

Mr.  M.  said  be  had  always  viewed  this  question 
of  abolition  and  its  progress  with  the  deepest  solici- 
tude, as  affecting  the  political  integrity  of  the  con- 
federacy. In  the  formation  of  this  union  it  was,  as 
we  well  know,  one  of  the  greatest  obstacles  to  be 
overcome,  and  was  only  surmounted  by  a spirit  of 
concession  and  compromise,  which  it  is  feared  does 
not  exist  now.  In  that  compromise,  we  of  the  free 
states  agreed  to  the  doctrine  of  non-interference  in 
the  domestic  institutions  and  concerns  of  the  others. 
Some  few  of  our  people,  however,  pretending  to  a 
holy  zeal,  worthy  of  a Better  and  more  lawful  cause, 
influenced  by  ■what  they  claim  to  be  paramount  con- 
siderations to  the  obligations  of  the  constitution,  and 
the  integrity  of  the  republic,  regardless  of  conse- 
quences, insidiously  violate  the  spirit  of  the  com- 
pact by  interfering  with  the  subject  in  this  District. 
And  we  are  now  again  called  upon  by  our  southern 
brethren  to  know  whether  we  will  live  up  to  the 
agreement  we  have  made;  whether  we  will  keep 
the  faith  and  perform  our  bargain.  This  is  the  true 
question  propounded  to  us  in  all  these  proceedings. 
And,  Mr.  Speaker  (said  Mr.  M.)  as  for  me  and  my 
househould,  my  constituents  and  friends,  I say, 
without  reservation,  we  will.  Is  there  a patriotic 
heart  in  this  hall,  in  this  nation;  is  there  a friend  to 
the  welfare  of  the  republic,  who  can  answer  that  he 
will  not?  Mr.  M.  did  not  believe  there  was  one; 
and  he  therefore  asked  that  honorable  members 
from  the  south  should  give  themselves  no  uneasi- 
ness on  account  of  these  ill-advised  proceedings. 
Mr.  M.  relied  upon  the  patriotism  and  good  faith  of 
the  people  of  the  north  to  abide  by  the  compact  they 
have  made.  He  knew  that  this  reliance  would  not 
fail. 

Mr.  Thompson  said  he  was  sorry  to  see  the  air  of 
levity  which  it  is  attempted  to  throw  over  this  mat- 
ter. He  felt  very  differently.  What,  sir,  is  it  a 
mere  trifle  to  hoax,  to  trifle  with  the  members  from 
the  south  in  this  way,  and  on  this  subject?  Is  it  a 
light  thing,  for  the  amusement  of  others,  to  irritate, 
almost  to  madness,  the  whole  delegation  from  the 
slave  states?  Sir,  it  is  an  aggravation.  It  is  inti- 
mated that  the  petition  does  not  pray  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery,  but  a very  different  object.  It  makes 
not  the  slightest  difference;  it  is  the  attempt  to  in- 
troduce a petition  from  slaves  for  any  object;  as  in- 
solent if  it  be  for  one  purpose  as  for  another.  It  is 
the  , naked  fact  of  the  presentation  of  a petition  from 
slaves.  But,  sir,  there  is  another  view  of  this  mat- 
ter, which,  in  my  judgment,  makes  the  thing  worse. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  been  pre- 
senting abolition  petitions  all  the  morning.  It  is  his 
daily  labor  of  love,  and  I appeal  to  every  member 
on  the  floor  if  the  conduct  of  the  member  was  not 
such  as  to  ini.'uce  every  one  to  believe  that  it  was 
an  abolition  pe  Ution.  He  allowed  resolutions  to  be 
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jo  auo  sbm  ( g -Jjy ) ay  -papua  pBq  uo)snoy  jbjb 
-uaS  jo  jsaJJE  aq)  uo  aaJBj  jugrais  b aqij  pua  pjnoM 
ji  pus  ‘ji  jo  jno  aaojS  p|iiOM  uoissnasip  pajaBjjoid 
b ijasunoa  siq  jo  jjasmiq  Aq  jaqjia  pjsaq  aq  oj  jqSu 
aqj  miq  Auap  jou  pjnoa  asnoq  aqx  jJBsnjaJ  siq  joj 
asnoq  aqj  jo  JEq  aq)  jb  jbmsub  o)  Aau)iqj\\  -jyj  Sujjq 
oj  panssi  aq  pjnoqs  jubjjbm  b puB  ‘pajdopB  bjbaa 
uognjosaj  siqj  ji  )ei|jV\  'asnoq  aq)  jo  uogaB  aqj  3ut 
-jjnbaj  ssauisuq  juBjiodmi  jo  ssbui  b sbm  ajaq)  pire 
‘SuiqaEOjddE  )sbj  sbm  uotssas  aq)  jo  pua  aqx  'uog 
-sanbsiig  a)Bqap  0)  asijjou  pip  aq  piBS  uoog  -jy[ 
uogBagipom  siig  pojdaaaB  ujoomg  ’jy! 
<(gi  ajisap  aq  p|noqs  ‘uoisBaao  jBqj  uo  jasunoa 
paMogB  aq  aq  jbijj  pun,,  joajaq)  pua  aq)  jb  SuippB 
Aq ‘uoijnjosaj  aqj  puamn  oj  paAom  nuoqivjj  'Jj^ 

•iddissis 

-sjiyt  jo  ‘aujoqwjQ  puB  -uuay  jo  ‘njaquim/j  ‘ujoouij 
‘s acwxf)  -sjssayj  Aq  panuguoa  sbm  ajBqap  aqx 
•pajaafaj  sbm  juauipuaure  qaiqM  i aij 
((  jaMsuBoj  ‘asnoq  siqj  ajojaq  juaddBO)  AaujnjjVY  "K 
uaqnay  pins  aqj  uomuins  o)  smjB-jB-)UBa3aas  aqj 
AgaaJip  suommns,,  jiasui  oj  puu  (l‘asnoq  aqj  jo  JEq 
aqj  oj  jqSnojq  aq  ABm  aq  jBqj  ‘Aaujiq^Y  W uaqnay 
jo  uosjad  aqj  Apojsna  ojui  bijbj  0)  sroiB-jB-juBaS 
-jas  aqj  “uijaajip  jubjjbm  siq  anssi  oj  asnoq  aqj  jo 
laajBads  aqj,,  sjaajjp  qaiqAA  uognjosai  aqj  jo  uogjod 
^aqj  jjb  jno  Biggs  oj  paAom  ‘oiqo  J°  ‘uosvioyg  'Jj^ 

•uoijnjosaj  pagipom 

sq)  jo  uogdopB  aqj  uoSuiunaaj  uogsanb  aq)  puy 

•pajaaf 

-aj  sbm  juauipuaure  qaiqM  fsyxvg  'Jjq  Aq  pasodojd 
juampuamB  aqj  uo  uaijB)  uaqj  sbm  uogsanb  aqx 


■pU039S  OH  SBM 

ajaqj  jnq  !uoijsanb  snoiAaid  aqj  paAora  uoog  Mpq 

•uuvj\[  -y 

PUB  UJ03UIJ  ‘M3J3J£  ‘U0sp,3q0}J  ‘B3IV9J  '£  '(£  ‘JSiyXl 

‘syivj -sjssajq  Aq  pajBqap  jaqpinj  sbaa  jaafqns  aqx 
•asnoq  siqj  go  gdmoguoa  paiiajjE  ub  joj 
J3Msub  og  gsnoq  aqg  jo  JBq  aqjoj  jqSnojqaq  Abui  aq 
jsqj  ‘Aaugiq^  -jq  uaqnagj  jo  Apoq  aqj  Apojsna  ogu; 
ajjBj  o}  6UiiB-jB-guBaSjas  aqg  op  pagaajjp  ‘jubjjbm 
siq  attssi  asnoq  siqg  go  jaqBads  aqg  JBqx  ‘paapsoy; 

‘ajogajaqx  'asnoq 
eqg  og  aaggimraoa  piBs  Aq  pagjodaj  jaggaj  aqg  aaggira 
-moo  aqgog  passajppBsaq  pire  ‘aaggiramoa  pres  Aqpa 
-nssi  Ajnp  suoramns  e og  aauaipaqo  ui  aauapiAa  9aiS 
og  pasnjaj  Ajuogdmajad  Aaiigtqj\q  • jq  -jj  gsqg  pagjod 
-9i  SBq  ‘jsbj  jfjEnuBf  jo  qjii  aqg  jo  uoijnjosaj  b jap 
-un  asnoq  aqg  jo  AguoqgnB  aqg  A'qSuigaE  ‘gsnoq  siqg 
jo  aaggimraoa  jaajas  aqj  sBgjgqAA  JBqx  ‘paapsay 

ISMOJJOJ  SB 

pBaj  oj  juampuaiire  siq  payipotn  gjgq  upauyj  -jjq 
<(-aaggtuimoapres  aqj  ajojgq  JBaddB 
oj  Suistigaj  os  ui  janpuoa  siq  joj  jaMSUB  oj„  Suigjas 
-ui  puB  ((‘jdinajuo9  paSajjB,,  spjoM  gqj  jno  Suiqjjgs 
Aq  uoijnjosaj  aqj  puarnB  oj  paAora  iayvy  -jjq 

•raaqj  j3msub 

oj  gqSno  aq  sb  suoigsanb  jbmsue  paB  JBaddB  pjnoM 
Aaujrq^V  'Jjq  Jeijj  Abs  oj  qoojjgpun  ■'j  -Jjq  ‘asnoq 
aqj  jo  asuas  aqj  aqoj  pajBjaapaq  p[noqsqons  ji  puB 
c(iaaggrraraoa  aqj  aiojaq  JBaddB  oj  jqSno  Aaujiq^V  'Jjq 
jBqj  asnoq  aqj  jo  asuas  aqj  aAiS  oj  sb„  payipom  os 
aq  pjnoqs  uoijnjosaj  aqjjBqj  pagsaSSns  auvj  -jjq 
■Agigsag  jou  pip  aq  AqM  aaaq 
suosBaJ  siq  aAiS  puB  ‘JBq  aqj  oj  gqSnojq  aq  jqSira 
jEtipiAipui  aqj  jBqj  jubjjbm  siq  anssi  oj  jaajnads  aqj 
gaajip  oj  gqSno  asnoq  aqj  ‘ajiqosqs  pun  jBUoigipuoa 
-un  uaaq  peq  aaggiramoa  aqj  ajojaq  puajjB  oj  Aau 
-giqggX  'JJAT  J°  JBsnjai  aqj  sb  qanrasEUi  ‘juqj  papuaj 
-U09  nip  any  'jjq  -[Bsnjaj  jo  gang  paajBU  aqj  puoA 
-aq  UMoqs  aq  oj  Ajnssaaau  sbm  ‘gqSnoqg  aq  ‘Suiqg 
-auiog  -[Bsnjaj  stq  Agigsnf  oj  guaiaygns  ajaAA  Aaqg 
‘arug  ji  ‘jaqjaqAA  pun  iasjBj  jo  anjj  ajaM  sasnno  asoqj 
jaqjaqM  ijBsnjaj  aqj  josasnBD  aqj  jo  uoijBUEjdxa  ub 
ojui  jajua  jsmn  ‘juaunpBjjB  siqj  uo  Suiuiuuajap  ui 
‘asnoq  aqj  jbijj  papuajuoo  aoxvdj  •/  "(j  "Jjq  -puaj 
seav  qaiq,vi  iaajjiimnoa  aqj  jo  jjodaj  aqj  jo  SutpBaj 
aqj  joj  paqBo  kos?ov£)  'Jp\[  ‘oiq  ‘ajquiBajd  SujMoqo; 
aqj  jjasui  pus  ‘suoijnjosaj  jsjij  oa\j  aqj  jno  aqiJjg 

[•ujoamj  -jjq;  Aq  pajajjo  ajojojajaq  uoij 
-njosaj  pjiqj  aqj  sb  ainss  aqj  Suiaq]  -Dig  ‘paAjosaj 
ajojajaqx  :aajjirauioa  pres  A'q  pansst  suouimns  b oj 
aauaipaqo  ui  aauapiAa  aAiS  oj  aajjiuicnoa  pres  aqj 
ajojaq  JBaddB  oj  pasnjaj  Ajijojduiajad  SBq  ‘uojSui 
-qsB^  jo  Ajio  aqj  jo  ‘Aaujiq^y  -j\[  uaqnajj  jsqj  pa 
-jjodaj  aABq  asnoq  siqj  jo  aajjitamoa  b ‘svsusi/y^ 

:smo([oj  sb  puauiB 
oj  uoijoui  siq  pagipoui  sSSug  -jjq  pus 

sipvj  ‘ujiojuij  -sjssajq  uiojj  sqjBinaj  Maj  b Jajjy 

t<-paSa[|B  ue„  spjoAi  aqj  t(jduiaj 
-uoa,,  pjoAV  aqj  ajojaq  3uijjasui  puB  (lpresaJojE„ 
pun  (1pyes»  spjo.iA  aqj  jno  Suiqijjs  Aq  uoijnjosaj 
pjiqj  aqj  puauiB  oj  puB  isuoijnjosaj  jsjij  omj  aqj  jno 
Sutqujs  Aq  ‘puauiB  oj  8aoui  ajojajaqj  pjnoM  ajj 

•JBq  aqj  oj  Ajjsd  Sui 
-puajjo  aqj  Suuq  oj  jubjjem  spaqBads  aqj  jo  anssi 
aqj  joj  sisEq  aqj  apnui  seav  ‘anuaAB  aqj  uo  UAAop 
paqaouq  uaaq  aABq  oj  jjasraiq  pajBjs  oqAV  [BnpiAip 
-ui  aqj  jo  Jajjaj  aqx  'uojsnojjjo  asBo  aqj  ui  pans 
-jnd  uaaq  pnq  asjnoa  auiBS  aqx  ’pjBaq  uaaq  paq 
aq  ajojaq  ‘pip  uoijnjosaj  jsjij  aqj  sb  ‘uiiq  jsuibSb 
joipjaA  b aounouojd  oj  jou  pus  ‘asnoq  aqj  jo 
JBq  aqj  oj  raiq  Suuq  oj  sbm  dajs  jxau  aqx  "puaj 
-jb  oj  Aaujtqjw  J°  [Bsnjaj  aqj  jo  jobj  aqj  qjjoj 
Suijjas  aajjiiuraoo  joaps  aqj  jo  jjodaj  am  sbaa  ‘pa 
-punoj  aq  p[noAA  jubjjem  siq  anssi  oj  jajjBads  aqj  Sui 
-joajrp  uoijiqosaj  aqj  qaiqM  uo  Ajuoqjnu  aqj  asE9 
juasajd  aqj  uj  -Aj.red  aqj  jo  jsajju'aqj  joj  jubjjbm 
siq  anssi  oj  jajjnads  aqj  Suijoajip  uoijnjosaj  b jo 
sissq  aqj  apBin  uaaq  pBq  ‘aauapiAa  sji  sbm  qoiqAV 
pire  ‘paSaqB  sbaa  aauajjo  aqj  qaiqM  ui  Jajjaj  aqj 
ajaqM  ‘uosjapuy  jo  asBa  aqj  oj  papnjjB  sSSuf j -jj\[ 

•uoijuaAJajut  sji  joj  uoijBpunoj  aqj  sb 
asnsa  araos  aSaqB  jsmn  asnoq  aqx  'pauuiapuoo  aq 
jsntu  (BnpiAipui  aqj  jBqj  Moqoj  jou  pip  ji  jnq  SpJiqj 
aqj  jo  sissq  aqj  sb  aouayo  aqj  jo  jobj  aqj  pauinssE 
suoijn|osaJ  jsjij  omj  aqx  'paSauc  Ajjouijsip  sbm 
aouajjo  aqj  ajaqM  ‘qaa.w  juasaja  aqj  Sui.mp  uoij 
-Bjapisuoo  japun  ‘svinpy  ‘jj^j  jo  asB9  aqj  paouBjsm 
ajj  -pajBjs  uaaq  pBq  aouajjo  auios  ssajun  ‘jcq  aqj 
oj  AaujiqjW  'JMT  SuiSuuq  joj  aq  pjnoo  ajaqj  uoij 
-coijijsnf  jBqM  puEjsjapun  jon  p|noa  ujoomj  uj\[ 
•pjBaq  Suiaq  jo  Ajiunjjod 
-do  ub  pBq  pnq  aq  ajojaq  ‘jjinS  jo  aauaaouui  stq  uo 
aaunonojd  oj  jou  pus  ‘aiaq  uiiq  Suuq  oj  aq  pjnoM 
asjnoa  jadoid  aqx  uaMsuB  oj  jqSno  aq  qaiqM  ui 
pun  ‘pajsajajui  Ajdaap  sbm  |BnpiAipui  aqj  qaiqM  ui 
uoijsanb  b sbm  jBqx  "jdniajuoa  b jo  AjjmS  uaaq 
puq  jBnpiAipui  siqj  jBqj  Abs  oj  suoijnjosaj  asaqj 
Aq  uo  paqua  sbm  asnoq  aqj  piBs  s'SSug  -jj\[ 

•pjiqj  aqj  oj  suoijanpojjui  ajaui  ajaM  suotj 
-njosaj  jsjij  oaaj  aqx  'Ajojobjsijbs  bjoui  ‘paAaqaq 
’1  ’-iM  sb  puB  ‘[jnj  bjoui  ‘jeiujoj  bjoui  ijsafqo  auiBS 


aqj  Sutjaaga  jo  apoui  juajajjip  b Ajuo  sbaa  stqx 
•asnoq  aqj  jo  JBq  aqj  oj  JBnpiAipui  aqj  Su^uuq 
joj  suoijnjosaj  aqj  a;  ubaiS  uosbbj  b sbaa  ajaqj  jBqj 
puy  pjnoM  UBcnajjuaS  aqx  •uoyaayaj  anp  jnoqjiM 
suoijnjosaj  asaqj  jayo  jou  pip  aq  pres  iqoaiay  •jjyj 

■jdinajuoa 

jo  uoijsanb  aqj  uo  pjBaq  aq  oj  Ajiunjjoddo  ub  tnaqj 
aAiS  oj  ‘asnoq  aqj  jo  JBq  aqj  oj  spnpjAtpui  aqj  jjbo 
oj  sbm  Ajdcnis  Suipaaaojd  aqj  uaijAA  ‘jBUjnof  aqj  uo 
‘uojsnojj  puB  uosjapuy  jo  sbsbo  aqj  oj  pajjajaj  puB 
Jssauisnq  aqj  jo  aSojs  jbjbjb  oj  Ajjadojd  ajoinSuojaq 
Pjbom  suoijnjosaj  jsjy  oaaj  aqj  (upsurj  -jp^) 
•ssijjj  uiojj  uBraajjuaS  aqjoj  pajeaSStis  sijSug  -jj\j 

■sassaujiM 

jo  uoijuaAJaju;  aqj  Aq  jaafqns  Aub  3jb3ijs3aui  oj 
jduiajjB  oj  ssajasn  aq  pjnoM  ji  ‘ajqisaodsaj  apBin  jou 
sbm  aq  ji  jeijj  pun  ‘.ejqiBuodssj  sbm  aq  qaiqM  joj 
‘jdinajuoa  aAijanjjsuoa  ‘jBaioqaaj  ‘jtSaj  u jo  AjjinS 
uaaq  pBq  Aaujiq^V  'JJ\[  JBqj  iajqBiuapun  sbm  ‘sjadsd 
pus  suosjad  joj  jjBa  oj  aajjimuioa  piBs  aqj  pasjjoqj 
-ns  qaiqM  uoijnjosaj  aqj  japun  ‘asnoq  aqj  jo  baijbj 
-uasajdaj  aqj  sb  ‘aajjimuioa  aqj  jo  jaMod  aqj  jBqj 
anSjB  oj  papaaaojd  >rj  "jjq;  ;suoinuins  stqj  anssi  oj 
AjuoqjUB  aqj  aajjiunnoa  aqj  pBq  ‘sbm  jjasji  pajuas 
-ajd  qaiqM  Ajjnbut  jsjy  aqx  '[EnpiAipui  jaqjo  Aub 
spjBMoj  aq  pjnoM  ji  sb  auiBS  aqj  Ajasiaajd  sbm 
•jjy  spjBMoj  uoijsanb  aqj  pus  ‘aajjiunnoa  aqj  ajoj 
-aq  jBadds  ojSuisnjaj  ui  jdinajuoa  jo  AjjinS  uaaq 
peq  aq  jaqjaqM  ‘sbm  mou  uoijsanb  Ajuo  aqx 

•asnoq 

aqj  ajojaq  A[j>dojd  sbm  ji  jijun  jsBaj  jb  ‘[Bijomaui 
aqj  qjiM  op  ojSuiqjou  pBq  asnoq  aqj  ‘ssauisnq  aqj 
jo  aSujs  juasajd  aqj  ui  ‘jBqj'  uiiq  oj  paraaas  jj  ’Abs 
oj  pjoM  b joupBq  (’x  'JM)  ‘passajddo  sbm  aq 
jaqjaqM  jo  jdnjjoa  sbm  aq  JaqjaqM  ‘ajaqMasja  • j, ^ 
•jjq  jsuibSb  jqSnojq  uaaq  pBq  qaiqM  sa§JBqa  jaqjo 
oj  uoijBjaj  uj  -ssaujiAA  snoiaBinnjuoa  b sb  Ajuo 
Aaujiq^p  -jpq  dsj  apnjjB  oj  uoijuajui  siq  sbm  jj 

•suoqnjosaj  asaqj 

ajBdajd  oj  ‘asnoq  aqj  jo  pun  aajjiiuinoa  aqj  jo  Jaq 
unaui  JBnpiAipui  be  sb  ‘jqSu  jqSnoqj  psq  aq  ‘uoijaE 
ainos  jo  Ajissaaau  aqj  pasoddnsajd  jjasji  jaodai  aqj 
sb  ‘jng  -ansjnd  oj  asnoq  aqj  joj  uoijob  jo  asmoa 
Aub  ajBaipui  oj  tnaqj  joj  jadojd  ji  jqSnoqj  jou  pBq 
Aaqj  jaA  ‘ji  uodn  pajoA  jou  psq  ‘AaBaqap  jo  saAijoin 
ujojj  ‘oqM  ‘(asjxi  Jjq)  ‘uBuuiBqa  aqj  jo  uotjdaa 
-xa  aqj  qjiM  ‘AjsnouiiuBun  pajdopB  uaaq  pBq  aajjiui 
-raoa  aqj  jo  jjodaj  aqj  oj  papuaddu  sbaa  qaiqM  uoij 
-njosaj  aqj  qSnoqjjy  "Aqiiqisuodsaj  umo  siq  uo 
suoijnjosaj  asaqj  paja.yo  puq  aq  pres  ujoouyi  ujq 
•presaJojB  jdinajuoa  aqj  joj  jbmsub 
oj  ‘asnoq  aqj  jo  iBq  aqj  oj  jqSnojq  aq  Aeui  aq  jBqj 
‘Aaiijiq^p  -jquaqnajj  pres  aqj  jo  uosjad  aqj  Apojsna 
ojui  aqnj  oj  suijB-jB-juEaSjas  aqj  Suijaajip  ‘jubjjeaa 
stq  anssi  asnoq  aqj  jo  Jaqnads  aqj  JBqx  ‘pan/osajj 

•AjuoqjnB  jnjjqSu  sji  jo  aAisjaAqns  Apajjn 
pun  ‘asnoq  aqj  oj  jtijjaadsaisip  aqi|B  iaAisuayo  puB 
jueSojjb  ‘snoiaBinnjuoa  si  ‘uoijiaiunuuuoa  jo  ajAjs 
pus  jauuBin  aqj  ui  qjoq  ‘sSuojm  pasoddns  siq  pa 
-ssajpaj  aABq  jjBqs  ‘juapaaajd  unijipuoa  b sb  ‘asnoq 
aqj  pjun  ‘ajBuSisap  jjBqs  asnoq  aqj  jo  juainSpnf 
puB  ajnsEajd  aqj  sb  suosjad  qais  jo  puB  jauuBin 
qons  ui  pajnjijsuoa  aajjiuraioa  Aub  ajojaq  JBaddB  oj 
auijaap  oj  Ajuojduiajad  uoijButujajap  siq  Sunup 
-ap  ‘asnoq  siqj  jo  aaijou  aqj  oj  pmajaj  aajjimuioa 
aqj  Aq  puu  ‘aajjiuiuioa  aqj  oj  Aauqq^  'jq  uaqnajj 
pres  aqj  Aq  passajppB  jajjaj  aqj  JBqx  ‘psnpsi y 
•asnoq  aqj  jo  puE  aajjttnuioi  aqj  jo  jdinajuoa 
b jo  AjqnS  uaaq  suq  ‘ojaiaqj  pauoinuins  A[np  Suiaq 
•lajjB  ‘jsbj  Aisniref  qjij  aqj  go  uoijnjosaj  b japun 
‘asnoq  aqj  jo  AjiJoqjnn  aqj  Aq  SuijaB  ‘asnoq  siqj  jo 
aajjitutuoa  jaajas  b ajojaq  ssaujiAA  b sb  jBadclB  oj 
Suisnjaj  ui  ‘Aaujtq^V  ‘W  uaqnay;  juqx  ‘poapsopj 

:asnoq  aqj  jo  uoijBJapisuoa  aqj  jog 
suojjnjosaj  jo  sajjas  Suimojidj  aqj  jayo  pjnoM  a jg 
•asnoq  stqj  go  aDjjjinraoa  jaajas  jaqjouB 
ajojaq  JBnpiAipui  ainus  aqj  oj  aauajagaj  ui  pajjnaao 
aABq  jqSira  qaiqM  sSuipaaaojd  Aub  oj  aauajagaj  ou 
aqBtn  pjnoqs  aq  ‘jimqns  oj  puq  aq  qaiqM  sjjjBtuaj 
Mag  aqj  ui  ‘jBqj  pajBjs  uaqj  upoui'j  -Jjq  -pajuas 
-ajd  jou  sbm  AjjBuy  pijouiaui  aqj  puB  ‘pansua  uoij 
-BSjaAiioa  Ajojjnsap  ainog  -asnoq  aqj  ajojaq  mou 
jou  jajjBui  [BJajBjjoa  b oj  aauajagaj  puq  ji  jbijj 
punojS  aqj  uo  ‘araij  siqj  jb  jEiJoiuara  aqj  go  uoijbj 
-uasajd  aqj  oj  pajoafqo  ‘buijojbq  ■ go  ‘swoi/gy \ 
•j j\[  -Abm  aAiS  pjnoAA  aq  ‘pajuasajd  mou  aq  p|noqs 
jBjjouiain  aqj  juqj  asnoq  aqj  go  ajnsEajd  aqj  aq 
pjnoqs  jr  gt  ‘jBqj  pres  upjuij  -jj\f  -os  aq  oj  pajBad 
-dn  ji  ‘jouaj  sji  uiojj  ‘jnq  ‘auiBS  aqj  Ajasiaajd  sbm 
ji  JaqjaqM  Abs  oj  pajcdajd  jou  sbaa  aq  pire  ‘ji  joao 
Aji.iosjuo  aAa  siq  paarrejS  pcq  aq  piBs  .m.i/wjcTs  aqx 
•aajjiunnoa  aqj  oj  Jajjaj  st Aanjiij^w  -jjq; 
dt  oj  pajjajaj  jBqj  sb  amts  aqj  sbm  ajqtij  spaqBads 
aqj  uo  piBj  jBUoraain  aqj  JaqjaqM  pajuibui  upo 
in  j ’Jpq  -aainsjapjo  ut  uaaq  jt  pnq  jou  ‘ji  juasajd 

1'j  uiiq  joj  Aep  jbijj  uo  japjo  ui  jou  sbm  jj  ’ajqBj 
iq  uo  piBj  sbm  jajaBJBija  .rcjria  is  b jo  pijotnaui  b 
asnoq  aqj  go  Suijaaui  aqj  jajgB‘jsB|  Anpuojy  uo  ‘jbijj 
iJBJS  pjnoqs  aq  jadojd  sbm  ji  pins  Jaa/uads  aqx 
‘pBaj  uaaq  SuiABq  [BiJotuaui  puu  Jajjaj  aqx 


•AjraSip 

umo  sji  puagap  oj  AjB8saaau  aq  jqSira  ‘juatnSptif  sjt 
ui  ‘sb  sdajs  qans  aqBj  puB  ‘jajaBJBqa  sji  sbaa  jBq.M. 
aas  jqSira  asnoq  aqj  jBqj  ‘pcaj  aiou  aq  Aaujiqg^ 
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hood  of  your  imputation,  with  a view  to  such  fur- 
ther measures  as  justice  may  require. 

If  you  will  neither  do  justice  to  yourself,  nor 
lace  the  matter  in  a position  where  justice  may  be 
one  me  by  the  representatives  of  the  people,  I 
shall  be  compelled  to  resort  to  the  only  remedy  left 
me,  and  before  I leave  the  city,  give  publicity  to 
this  letter,  by  which  you  will  stand  stigmatized  as 
one  who,  protected  by  his  constitutional  privilege, 
is  ready  to  stab  the  reputation  of  others,  without 
the  magnanimity  to  do  them  justice,  or  the  honor 
to  place  them  in  a situation  to  receive  it  from  others. 

Yours,  &c.  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

The  hem.  J.  C.  Calhoun,  U.  S.  senate. 

P.  S.  I herewith  enclose  you  the  copies  of  two 
notes,  verifying  the  correctness  of  the  report  of  your 
speech  in  the  Globe  of  the  6th  instant. 

February  7,  1837.  A.  J. 

(No.  1.) 

Washington  city,  February  6,  1837. 

At  the  request  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  I hereby  certify  that  I was  present  in  the 
gallery  of  the  senate  of  the  U.  States  on  Saturday, 
the  4th  instant,  during  a discussion  upon  the  land 
bill,  and  heard  some  of  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Calhoun 
upon  that  subject,  in  which  the  president  was  charg- 
ed with  being  a speculator  in  public  lands. 

On  coming  out  of  the  capital  the  subject  was 
mentioned  to  me  by  a friend  of  the  president. 
And  my  recollection  of  the  words  used  accorded 
with  what  he  understood  had  been  said,  and  which 
in  substantially  the  same  as  reported  in  the  Globe 
of  the  6th  instant. 

Signed  ARTHUR  CAMPBELL. 

(No.  2.) 

Washington  city,  February  7th,  1837. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  inquiry  of  me  whether 
Mr.  Calhoun,  in  his  remarks  on  the  land  bill,  on 
Saturday  last,  used  the  words  attributed  to  him  by 
me  in  the  report,  which  appeared  in  “the  Globe”  of 
yesterday,  viz: 

“Was  it  not  notorious  that  the  president  of  the 
United  States  himself  had  been  connected  with  the 
urchase  of  public  lands?”  I would  state  that  I 
ave  referred  to  my  short  hand  notes,  and  find  that 
such  was  the  language  he  used  according  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief.  Yours,  very  re- 
spectfully, Signed  W.  E.  DRAKE. 

I certify  that  No.  1 and  No.  2 are  true  copies  of 
the  originals.  Test:  A.  JACKSON,  jr. 

I do  not  intend,  (said  Mr.  Calhoun)  in  what  I 
propose  to  say,  to  comment  on  the  character  or  the 
language  of  this  extraordinary  letter.  It  has  ex- 
cited in  my  bosom  but  one  feeling— that  of  pity  for 
the  weakness  of  the  author,  contempt  for  his  me- 
nace, and  humiliation  that  one  occupying  the  of- 
fice which  he  does,  should  place  himself  in  a situa- 
tion so  unworthy  of  his  exalted  station.  Nor  do 
I intend  to  invoke  the  interposition  of  the  senate  to 
protect  the  privilege  attached  to  a senator  from 
one  of  the  sovereign  states  of  this  confederacy, 
which  has  been  outraged  in  my  person.  I seek 
no  aid  to  defend  my  own  privileges,  and,  so  far 
from  being  intimidated,  I shall  be  emboldened  to 
express  myself  with  greater  freedom,  if  possible  to 
denounce  the  corruption  of  the  administration,  or 
the  violation  of  the  laws  and  of  the  constitution  in 
consequence  of  this  attempt  to  restrain  the  free 
exercise  of  the  right  of  expressing  my  opinion  upon 
all  subjects  concerning  the  public  interests,  secured 
to  me  by  the  constitution.  I leave  to  the  senate  to 
determine  what  measures  the  preservation  of  their 
own  privileges  demands. 

Much  less  do  I intend  to  comply  with  the  re- 
quest, or  demand  made  of  me;  demand  has  no  place 
between  equals,  and  I hold  myself  within  my  con- 
stitutional privilege  at  least  equal  to  the  chief  ma- 
gistrate himself,  I,  as  a legislator,  have  a right  to 
investigate  and  pronounce  upon  his  conduct,  and  to 
condemn  his  acts  freely,  whenever  I consider  them 
to  be  in  violation  of  the  laws  and  of  the  constitu- 
tion. r,  as  a senator  may  judge  hvn;  he  can  never 
judge  me. 

My  object  is  to  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to 
reiterate  what  I said,  as  broadly  and  fully  as  I ut- 
tered them  on  a former  occasion,  here  in  my  place, 
where  alone  I am  responsible,  and  where  the  friends 
of  the  president  will  have  an  opportunity  to  cor- 
rect my  statement,  if  erroneous,  or  to  refute  my 
conclusions,  if  not  fairly  drawn,  I spoke  without 
notes,  and  it  may  be  that  I may  omit  somethin^ 
which  I said  on  the  former  occasion  that  may  be 
deemed  material,  or  to  express  myself  less  full  and 
strongly  than  I then  did.  If  so  I will  thank  any 
senator  to  remind  me,  so  that  my  statement  now 
may  be  as  strong  and  full  as  then. 

If  my  memory  serves  me,  I opened  my  remarks, 
when  I spoke  formerly,  by  stating  that  so  many 


and  so  subtle  were  the  devices  by  which  those 
who  were  in  power  could,  in  these  limes,  fleece  the 
people,  without  their  knowing  it,  that  it  was  almost 
enough  to  make  a lover  of  his  country  despair  of 
its  liberty.  I then  stated  that  1 knew  of  no  mea- 
sure which  could  better  illustrate  the  truth  of  this 
remark,  than  the  one  now  before  us.  Its  professed 
object  is  to  restrict  the  sales  of  public  land,  in 
order,  as  is  avowed,  to  prevent  speculation;  and,  by 
consequence,  the  accumulation  of  a surplus  re- 
venue in  the  treasury.  The  measure  is  understood 
to  be  an  administration  measure.  I then  stated 
that,  so  far  from  preventing  speculation,  it  would, 
in  fact,  but  consummate  the  greatest  speculation, 
which  this  country  has  ever  witnessed — a specu- 
lation originating  in  a state  of  things  of  which  those 
in  power  were  the  authors;  by  which  they  had  pro- 
fited; and  which  this  measure,  should  it  become  a 
law,  would  but  complete.  I then  risked  what  had 
caused  such  an  extraordinary  demand  for  public 
land,  that  the  sales  should  have  more  than  quin- 
tupled within  the  last  three  years — and  said  that, 
to  answer  this  question,  we  must  look  to  the  state 
of  the  currency.  That  it  was  owing  to  the  extra- 
ordinary increase  of  bank  paper,  which  had  filled 
to  repletion  all  the  channels  of  circulation.  The 
secretary  had  estimated  this  increase,  within  that 
period,  from  six  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  indivi- 
dual, to  ten  dollars.  I believe  the  increase  to  be 
much  greater — the  effects  of  which  have  been  to 
double  the  price  of  every  article,  which  has  not 
been  kept  down  by  some  particular  cause.  In  the 
mean  time  the  price  of  public  land  has  remained 
unaltered,  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  the 
acre;  and  the  natural  consequence  was,  that  this 
excessive  currency  overflowed  upon  the  public 
land,  and  has  caused  those  extraordinary  specula- 
tions which  it  is  the  professed  object  of  this  bill  to 
prevent. 

I then  asked  what  had  caused  this  inundation  of 
paper?  The  answer  was,  the  experiment.  (I  love 
to  remind  the  gentlemen  of  the  word),  which  had 
removed  the  only  restrictions  that  had  existed  against 
the  issue  of  bank  paper.  The  consequence  was  pre- 
dicted at  the  time — it  was  foretold  that  banks  would 
multiply  without  number,  and  pour  forth  their  issue 
without  restriction  or  limitation.  These  predictions 
were  at  the  time  unheeded;  their  truth  now  begins 
to  be  realized. 

The  experiment  commenced  by  a transfer  of  the 
public  funds  from  where  they  were  placed  by  law, 
and  where  they  were  under  its  safeguard  and  pro- 
tection, to  banks  which  were  under  tnesole  and  un- 
limited control  of  the  executive.  The  effect  was  a 
vast  increase  of  executive  patsonage,  and  the  open- 
ing a field  of  speculation,  in  describing  which,  in 
anticipation,  I pronounced  it  to  be  so  ample,  that 
Rothschild  himself  might  envy  the  opportunity 
which  it  afforded.  Sucli  it  has  proved  to  be. 

The  administration  has  profited  by  this  vast  pa- 
tronage, and  the  prejudice  which  it  has  excited 
against  the  banlc  as  the  means  of  sustaining  them- 
selves in  power.  It  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  the 
remarks,  in  illustration  of  this.  The  truth  of  the 
statement  is  known  to  all  the  senators,  who  have 
daily  witnessed  the  party  topics  which  have  been 
drawn  from  this  fruitful  source.  I then  remarked, 
that  if  rumor  were  to  be  trusted,  it  was  not  only  in  a 
political  point  of  view  that  those  in  power  had  pro- 
fited by  the  vast  means  put  in  the  hands  of  the  execu- 
tive by  the  experiment — they  had  profited  in  a pecu- 
niary, as  well  as  in  a political  point  of  view.  It  has 
been  frequently  stated,  and  not  contradicted,  that 
many  in  high  places,  are  among  the  speculators  in 
public  lands;  and  that  even  an  individual  connected 
with  the  president  himself,  one  of  his  nephews,  was 
an  extensive  adventurer  in  this  field  of  speculation. 

I did  not  name  him,  but  I now  feel  myself  called 
upon  to  do  so.  I mean  Mr.  McLemore. 

Having  established  these  points,  I next  undertook 
to  show  that  this  bill  would  consummate  those 
speculations,  and  establish  the  political  ascendancy 
which  the  experiment  had  given  to  the  administra- 
tion. In  proof  of  the  former,  I availed  myself  of  the 
declaration  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
ublic  lands,  who  had  stated  that  the  speculators 
ad  already  purchased  and  held  a vast  amount  of  pub- 
lic lands,  not  less,  as  I understood  him,  than  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  millions  of  acres,  and  that  if  this  bill  did 
not  pass,  the  scenes  of  the  last  two  years  would  be 
repeated  in  this  and  the  coming  year.  I then  un- 
dertook to  show,  from  Ihe  showing  of  the  chairman 
himself,  that  these  speculations  would  prove  ruinous 
without  the  aid  of  this  bill.  He  had  stated  that  the 
annual  demand  for  public  land,  resulting  from  our 
increased  population,  could  not  exceed  five  millions 
of  acres, 

Now,  assuming  that  the  quantity  on  hand  is  thirty 
millions  of  acres,  there  would  be  six  years’  supply 
in  the  hands  of  speculators,  even  if  the  land  offices 
of  the  United  States  be  closed;  and  that  if  the  bill 


did  not  pass,  according  to  his  showing,  it  would 
take  double  or  treble  the  time  to  dispose  of  the  lands, 
which,  in  that  case,  will  be  in  the  hands  of  specula- 
tors. All  must  see  the  certain  ruin,  in  that  event, 
of  those  who  have  borrowed  money  to  speculate  in 
the  land;  particularly,  if  the  sales  of  public  land 
should  be  free  and  open  to  every  one,  as  it  now  is, 
to  purchase  to  the  extent  of  his  means.  I next  show- 
ed that  the  contest  was  between  the  government,  as 
a dealer  in  public  land,  and  the  speculators;  that  they 
held  in  market  at  least  an  equal  quantity  in  value  to 
that  which  the  government  nowr  has  offered  for  sale, 
and  that  every  restriction  imposed  upon  the  sales  of 
government  land,  must  of  necessity  increase  the 
advantages  of  its  rival  dealers. 

I then  showed  that  very  onerous  and  oppressive 
restrictions,  of  an  odious  character,  upon  the  sale  of 
the  public  lands,  would  be  imposed,  if  the  bill  should 
pass.  No  one  thereafter  could  purchase  land  of  the 
government  without  license — a license,  in  my  opi- 
nion, as  offensive  and  odious  as  wmuld  be  a license 
on  the  press.  To  obtain  this  license,  the  oath  of 
the  applicant  was  required:  and  then  it  could  only 
be  obtained  on  payment  of  one  dollar  and  twenty- 
five  cents  per  acre,  for  which  the  citizen  may  now 
receive  a grant  in  fee  simple.  After  he  had  made 
his  purchase,  under  authority  of  his  license,  the 
purchaser  has  to  comply  with  the  condition  of  set- 
tlement and  cultivation,  and  must  within  the  period 
of  five  years,  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  register 
and  receiver,  who  are  made  high  judicial  officers,  a 
compliance  with  these  conditions,  before  he  can  re- 
ceive his  title:  and  if  he  failed  to  comply,  by  ac- 
cident or  otherwise,  he  forfeits  both  his  money  and 
the  land.  I stated  that  this  was  a virtual  increase  of 
the  price  of  the  public  lands  to  the  actual  settlers; 
so  much  so,  that  any  sober  minded  man  would  prefer 
to  give  the  speculators  two  dollars  per  acre  for  land 
of  the  same  quality,  to  giving  the  government  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  for  a license,  with  these 
oppressive  conditions. 

Having  established  this  point,  I then  undertook  to 
show  that  it  would  increase  vastly  the  power  of  the 
government  in  the  new  states,  if  they  chose  to  exer- 
cise this  patronage  for  political  purposes.  That  they 
would  so  use  it,  we  have  ample  proof  in  the  past  con- 
duct of  the  administration,  and  in  the  principles  which 
have  been  openly  avowed  by  its  friends.  A lormer 
senator  from  New  York,  high  in  the  confidence  of 
the  party,  and  now  chief  magistrate  of  that  state,  had 
openly  avowed,  in  his  place  on  this  floor,  that  to 
the  victor  belongs  the  spoils,  for  which  he  was 
reprimanded,  at  the  lime,  by  the  senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr.  Webster),  in  a manner  worthy  ofhis 
distinguished  talents.  Assuming,  then,  that  the 
power  would  be  exercised  with  a view  to  political 
influence,  I showed  that  it  would  place  a vast  num- 
ber of  the  citizens  of  the  new  slates,  probably  not 
less  than  one  hundred  thousand,  in  a condition  of 
complete  dependence  on  the  receivers,  and  of  vas- 
salage to  the  government. 

These  are  the  sentiments  which  I delivered  on  a 
former  occasion  and  which  I now  reiterate  to  the 
full  extent — omitting  nothing  that  is  material,  as 
far  as  connected  with  the  letter  of  the  president; 
and  for  the  delivery  of  which,  my  privileges  as  a 
senator,  and  those  of  this  body  have  been  grossly 
outraged. 

Mr.  Grundy  and  Mr.  Walker  rose  and  stated  that 
they  had  been  attentive  listeners  during  the  debate 
alluded  to  in  the  president’s  letter,  and  corroborated 
the  correctness  of  Mr.  Calhoun’s  statement  of  what 
he  said  on  that  occasion. 

Mr  Clay  also  addressed  the  senate  in  a speech  of 
deep  interest,  which  shall  have  a place  hereafter. 

Mr,  Calhoun  then  said  that  he  was  gratified  at 
what  had  been  said,  and  that  all  might  now  see,  from 
their  statement  and  the  acquiescence  of  others, 
what  little  cause  the  president  had  for  the  outrage, 
upon  his  privilege,  and  that  of  the  senate,  and  for 
applying  language  to  him  which  is  never  used  in 
intercourse  between  gentlemen,  and  better  suited  to 
the  purlieus  of  Billingsgate  than  to  the  mansion  of 
the  chief  magistrate. 

[The  land  bill  was  then  taken  up,  read  a third 
time  and  passed — for  particulars,  yeas  and  nays, 
&c.  see  page  384.] 

February  10.  Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  inform  Mr.  Van  Bdren  of  his  elec- 
tion as  president  of  the  United  States,  reported  that 
they  had  performed  that  duty,  and  had  received  the 
expression  ofhis  grateful  sense  of  the  distinguished 
honor  conferred  on  him  by  his  fellow  citizens,  and 
his  assurance  to  the  two  houses  of  congress  that 
they  might  rely  on  his  efforts  to  fulfil  the  responsi- 
ble trust  in  a manner  most  conducive  to  the  public 
interest. 

After  some  minor  business  had  been  disposed  of, 
Mr.  Swift  said  that  either  the  journal  of  yesterday’s 
proceedings,  as  read  by  the  secretary,  was  incor- 
rect, or  several  senators  had  voted  under  a misap- 
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rehension  of  the  question  on  the  petition  presented 
y him  yesterday  in  relation  to  slavery  and  the 
slave  trade  in  the  District. 

Mr.  Clayton  stated  that  he  had  understood  the 
question  to  be  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Swift  to  refer 
that  portion  of  the  petition  which  related  to  the  re- 
gulation of  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  (over 
which  subject  he  thought  congress  had  power)  to 
the  committee  for  the  District;  and  he  had  there- 
fore voted  in  the  affirmative,  because  he  regarded 
that  trade  as  an  infamous  and  inhuman  traffic, 
which  ought  to  be  abolished. 

The  chair  said  the  journal  was  correct,  and  that 
objection  having  been  made  to  the  petition,  the 
question  was  simply  and  exclusively  on  its  recep- 
tion. Mr.  Clayton’s  vote,  by  unanimous  consent, 
was  then  altered  from  the  affirmative  to  the  nega- 
tive. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr.  Clay, 
and,  by  consent,  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  transmit  to  the  senate  a copy  of  a com- 
munication addressed  to  the  commissioner  of  the 
general  land  office  by  John  Pope,  late  governor  of 
the  territory  of  Arkansas,  respecting  the  ten  sec- 
tions of  land  granted  to  the  said  territory  for  the 
erection  of  a public  building  at  Little  Rock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  the  army  for  the  year 
1837,  was  considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  the  bill  authorising  the 
appointment  of  a commission  of  three  persons  to 
make  experiments  on  inventions  to  prevent  the  ex- 
plosion of  steam  boilers,  was  considered;  the  blanks 
filled  by  appropriating  $6,000  for  the  expense  of  the 
experiments,  and  $300  each  for  the  pay  of  the 
commissioners.  Amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hen- 
dricks, by  appropriating  $5,000  additional  for  the 
trial  of  the  “double  self-acting  safety  valve,”  on 
the  western  waters;  and,  together  with  the  amend- 
ments, ordered  to  a third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  vote  laying  on 
the  table  the  bill  anticipating  the  payment  to  claim- 
ants of  the  French  indemnities  was  reconsidered, 
and  the  bill  was  recommitted  to  the  committee  on 
finance. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Black  the  senate  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  designate  and  limit 
the  kinds  of  funds  receivable  for  the  public  reve- 
nue. 

Mr.  Hubbard  moved  an  amendment  to  the  bill 
requiring  the  registers  and  receivers  to  receive  the 
same  scrip  in  payment  for  the  public  lands  as  here- 
tofore. 

Mr.  Clay  remarked  that  the  bill  in  its  present 
form  left  the  treasury  order  unrescinded,  the  sub- 
ject of  that  order  being  still  wholly  in  the  discre- 
tion of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  He  had  an 
amendment  therefore  to  offer,  which,  if  accepted 
by  Mr.  Hubbard  as  a part  of  his,  and  adopted  by 
the  senate,  would  reconcile  him  to  the  bill.  This 
amendment  declared  that  it  was  not  lawful  for  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  to  make  any  discrimination 
in  the  funds  so  receivable  as  public  revenue. 

Mr.  Hubbard  accepted  this  addition  to  his  amend- 
ment, which  amendment  so  amended  was  adopted 
by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Ewing  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Benton  gave  extracts  from  a letter  which  he 
had  lately  received  from  Missouri,  stating  that  all 
parties  there  were  now  in  favor  of  the  treasury  or- 
der, which  he  accompanied  with  some  remarks- 
and  afterwards  spoke  for  some  time  in  favor  of  spe- 
cie and  against  paper  money  and  the  bank  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Black  said  that  in  Mississippi  all  parties 
were  now  united  in  condemnation  of  the  treasury 
order;  and  he  had  just  learned,  by  a respectable 
gazette,  that  resolutions  condemning  that  order  had 
just  been  introduced  into  the  legislature  of  Missis- 
sippi, and  had  received  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
house  of  representatives  in  their  favor. 

Mr.  Ewing  remarked  that  the  bill,  as  now  amend- 
ed, was  nearly  all  he  desired.  He  would  therefore 
now  give  it  his  hearty  concurrence. 

Messrs.  Niles,  Benton  and  Walker  participated 
for  a while  in  a general  financial  discussion,  havino- 
an  especial  reference  to  banks,  paper  money,  and 
the  treasury  order. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  had  been  very  anxious  to 
express  his  opinions  somewhat  at  large  on  this  sub- 
ject. He  put  no  faith  in  this  measure  to  arrest  the 
downward  course  of  the  country.  He  believed  the 
state  of  the  currency  was  almost  incurably  bad,  so 
that  it  was  very  doubtful  whether  the  highest  skill 
and  wisdom  could  restore  it  to  soundness;  and  it 
was  destined,  at  no  distant  time,  to  undergo  an  en- 
tire revolution.  An  explosion  he  considered  inevit- 
able, and  so  much  the  greater  the  longer  it  should 


be  delayed.  Mr.  C.  would  have  been  glad  to  go 
over  the  whole  subject;  but  as  he  was  now  unpre- 
pared to  assign  his  reasons  for  the  Vote  which  he 
might  give,  he  was  unwilling  to  vote  at  all. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis,  Ew- 
ing, of  Illinois,  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hendricks,  Hubbard,' Kent,  King,  of  Alabama, 
King,  ol  Georgia,  Knight,  McKean,  Moore,  Nicho- 
las, Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Rives,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Southard,  Swift, 
Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Walker,  Wall, 
Websterj  White — 11. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Linn,  Morris,  Ruggles, 
Wright— 5. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  While,  the  senate  held  an  ex- 
ecutive session. 

When  the  doors  were  opened — 

The  chair  presented  a message  from  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  with  a copy  of  the  treaty 
of  commerce  between  the  United  States  and  the 
empire  of  Morocco.  Laid  on  the  table. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  amend  the  judiciary  system  of  the  United 
States.  An  amendment  reported  from  the  commit- 
tee altering  the  order  of  the  several  circuits  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  Grundy  offered  several  amendments,  one  of 
which  made  the  districts  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois 
and  Michigan  the  seventh  circuit,  and  others  made 
the  number  of  terms  in  (he  new  states  and  territo- 
ries one  instead  of  two  in  a year. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Grundy,  who  wished  for 
further  time  to  incorporate  his  amendments  with 
the  bill,  having  failed  in  a motion  to  reconsider  the 
vote  on  the  committee’s  amendment,  with  which 
his  were  designed  to  be  connected,  the  action  on 
the  bill  was  suspended  by  unanimous  consent. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  fortifications, 
&c.  for  the  year  1837,  coming  up  in  its  order,  Mr. 
Calhoun  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table.  Mr.  Benton 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  motion;  which 
were  ordered,  and  the  motion  negatived — Ayes  8, 
noes  20.  Mr.  Benton  remarked  that  the  bill  was 
precisely  the  same  which  had  passed  the  senate  at 
the  last  session.  Mr.  Southard  remarked  on  the 
great  importance  of  the  bill,  and  wished  that  action 
upon  it  might  not  be  hasty.  Mr.  Calhoun,  also  re- 
marking on  the  impropriety  of  haste  on  such  a 
measure,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  till  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  moved  an  adjournment; 
which  was  nogaJived  by  jeas  12,  nays  21.  Mr. 
Calhoun  said  that  this  bill  was  so  unexpected,  and 
the  hour  so  late,  that  he  should  decline  making  the 
observations  which  he  intended  to  make,  unless 
further  time  should  be  allowed.  He  modified  his 
motion  so  as  simply  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table; 
which  motion  was  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays,  on 
the  call  of  Mr.  Benton,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  King,  of  Georgia, 
Moore,  Prentiss,  Robinson,  Southard,  Swift,  White 
—13. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Dana,  Davis,  Ewing,  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  Kent,  King,  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Nicholas, 
IN  iles,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker,  Sevier,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton,  Walker,  Wall,  Wright— 23. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  senate,  and  or- 
dered to  a third  reading,  without  a division. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

February  11.  The  chair  presented  a communi- 
cation from  the  war  department,  in  obedience  to  a 
senate  resolution  of  the  7th  instant,  with  a report 
and  other  documents  from  the  commissioner  on  In- 
dian affairs.  Ordered  to  be  printed. 

After  several  memorials  and  petitions  had  been 
presented  and  several  reports  received  from  com- 
mittees, Mr . Grundy  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  inform  Richard  M.  Johnson  of  his  election  as 
vice  president  of  the  United  States,  presented  a 
communication  from  him,  accepting  the  office; 
which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Among  the  bills  reported  was  one  by  Mr.  Davis, 
from  the  committee  on  commerce,  authorising  the 
president  of  the  United  States  to  employ  public 
vessels  as  relief  vessels  in  winter,  when  not  other- 
wise employed.  Mr.  D.  gave  notice  that  he  should 
call  it  up  at  an  early  day.  Read  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Tomlinson,  from  the  committee  on  pensions, 
reported  a bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Gilmore; 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tomlinson,  the  petition  of  the 
General  Hospital  society  of  Connecticut,  on  the 
files  of  the  senate,  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
commerce. 

The  bill  (Mr.  Calhoun’s)  to  cede  the  public  lands 
on  certain  conditions  to  the  new  states,  came  up  in 


its  order  for  a second  reading.  Mr.  Hubbard,  ob- 
serving that  Mr.  Webster,  who  objected  to  the  bill, 
was  not  now7  in  his  seat,  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
senate  would  not  novv  proceed  to  act  upon  it.  Mr. 
Calhoun  expressed  the  hope  that  the  bill  would  take 
its  due  course.  The  discussion  upon  it  he  believ- 
ed would  continue  fou:  or  five  days,  w hich  would 
give  Mr.  Webster  an  opportunity  of  expressing  his 
views  on  the  subject.  He  desired  that  it  might  be 
referred  to  a select  committee,  and  that  Mr.  H"e6- 
ster  should  be  a member  of  that  committee.  Mr. 
Norvell  made  a few  remarks  in  favor  of  the  bill  and 
of  immediate  action  upon  it.  Mr.  Hubbard,  still 
advocating  delay,  said  he  regarded  the  long  debate 
which  was  likely7  to  arise  on  the  bill  as  a sufficient 
reason  why  it  should  not  be  acted  upon  at  all  at  this 
session.  He  also  regarded  the  bill  as  likely  to  re- 
sult in  evil  to  the  new7  states  themselves.  Mr.  IFe6- 
stcr,  having  come  into  the  chamber,  rose,  and  spoke 
at  considerable  length  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and 
against  acting  upon  it  at  all  at  the  present  time. 
Messrs.  Sevier  and  Walker  replied  to  Mr.  Webster, 
and  advocated  the  bill.  Mr.  Niles  briefly  opposed 
taking  up  the  bill  at  this  session,  and  Mr.  Robinson 
spoke  briefly  in  favor  of  it,  and  of  immediate  ac- 
tion upon  it.  Mr.  Southard  spoke  at  large  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Calhoun  followed  in  gene- 
ral defence  of  the  bill,  and  in  reply  to  the  gentle- 
men who  had  opposed  it. 

The  debate  w7as  further  continued  by  Mr.  Hub- 
bard against  the  bill,  by  Messrs.  Tipton  and  Benton 
in  its  favor  and  by  Mr.  Buchanan  in  opposition  to 
it. 

Mr.  Hubbard  then  moved  to  lay  the  motion  for 
the  second  reading  of  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays;  which,  being  taken, 
were  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dana,  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Hub- 
bard, Kent,  Knight,  Niles,  Page,  Parker,  Pren- 
tiss, Rives,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Southard,  Spence, 
Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge',  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Web- 
ster, Wright — 26. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Calhoun,  Ew- 
ing, of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  King, 
of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Mouton,  Nicho- 
las, Norvell,  Preston,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Tipton, 
Walker,  White — 20. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table;  but,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Sevier,  it  was  ordered  to  he  printed. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  take  up  a bill  mak- 
ing provision  for  the  collection  of  materials  and  the 
purchase  of  sites  for  certain  fortifications  therein 
designated.  [It  appropriates  about  a million  and  a 
half  of  dollars  to  these  objects.] 

Mr.  Crittenden  demanded  further  infdrmation  in 
reference  to  the  necessity  of  these  works,  the  esti- 
mates upon  which  the  appropriations  were  founded 
and  the  total  expense  of  completing  the  work  for 
which  this  bill  appropriating  a million  and  a half  of 
dollars  proposed  only  to  make  preparation. 

Mr.  Benton,  chairman  of  the  military  committee, 
who  had  reported  the  bill,  stated  in  reply  that  it  was 
identically  the  same  bill  which  had  passed  the  se- 
nate at  tlie  last  session.  The  senator  was,  there- 
fore, in  possession  of  full  information  in  regard  to 
it. 

Mr.  Southard  opposed  the  bill  in  most  of  its  fea- 
tures. It  was  a carrying  out  of  the  plan  which  had 
been  laid  down  by  general  Bernard.  And  though 
rhe  scheme  of  defence  by  fortifications  proposed  by 
that  celebrated  engineer  might  have  been  wisely 
adapted  to  the  state  of  the  country  at  that  period, 
its  condition  had  since  been  so  greatly  changed,  by 
the  increase  of  its  population,  and  the  augmenta- 
tion of  its  power,  that  many  of  the  features  of  the 
plan  were  no  longer  necessary,  and  might  advanta- 
geously be  dispensed  with.  The  improvements 
which  had  been  made  in  the  means  for  transporta- 
tion of  the  munitions  of  war  rendered  it  now  a com- 
paratively easy  thing  to  concentrate  large  bodies  of 
the  militia  at  any  point  that  might  be  threatened  by 
a foe.  And  thus  the  necessity,  of  many  forts  other- 
wise requisite  was  superseded.  Ami  mns,  lr  not 
judiciously  located,  were  not  only  of  no  valuable 
service,  but  owing  to  the  train  of  consequences  they 
drew  after  them,  were  a positive  evil. 

Mr.  S.  had  carefully  examined  the  report  of  the 
secretary  of  war  on  this  subject,  made  to  congress 
at  a preceding  session,  and  he  had  then  become  sa- 
tisfied that  many  of  the  proposed  works  were  of  this 
description.  He  wished  to  have  further  time  to 
examine  the  bill;  and  therefore  moved  to  lay  it  up- 
on the  table  till  Monday,  but  withdrew  the  motion 
at  the  request  of 

Mr.  Benton,  who  briefly  replied;  stating  that  the 
estimates  upon  which  the  bill  was  founded  had  all 
been  submitted  and  explained  at  tire  last  session; 
after  which  the  bill  had  passed  the  senate.  He  ad- 
mitted the  facility  with  which  large  bodies  of  troops 
might  be  thrown  into  any  city  or  town  that  was 
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threatened  by  an  enemy.  But  when  they  were 
there,  though  there  should  be  half  a million  of  them, 
of  what  avail  would  they  be  against  a bombard- 
ment? A bomb  charged  with  bushels  of  powder 
and  balls  could  be  discharged  at  the  distance  of 
4,000  yards,  and  if  it  exploded  in  the  midst  of  a 
squadron  of  horse  or  a column  of  troops,  it  would 
scatter  or  destroy  them.  A man-of-war  would  de- 
sire no  better  amusement,  while  its  crew  would  re- 
main in  perfect  safety  from  the  force  on  shore. — 
Foits  were  also  necessary  for  the  protection  of  mer- 
chant vessels,  and  even  of  our  ships  of  war  when 
pursued  by  a greatly  unequal  force. 

Mr.  Southard  now  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table.  Mr.  Buchanan  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nay3,  which  being  taken,  were — yeas  12,  nays 
26.  So  the  senate  refused  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

The  bill  being  at  its  third  reading,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  on  its  passage, 

Mr.  Benton  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  taken  and  stood  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Buchanan,  Dana,  Ful- 
ton, Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King,  of  Alabama, 
Knight,  Linn,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Nor- 
vell,  Page,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Strange, 
Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Walker,  Wall, 
Wright — 26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Critten- 
den, Moore,  Prentiss,  Robinson,  Southard,  Spence, 
Swift,  Webster,  White — 12. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Some  time  was  occupied  in  considering  the  mili- 
tary appropriation  bill,  to  which  Mr.  White  proposed 
an  appropriation  to  the  Tennessee  volunteers,  who 
were  ordered  into  service  and  discharged.  As  the 
bill  was  at  its  third  reading,  this  motion  could  only 
be  made  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Southard  said  that  he  felt  favorably  disposed 
toward  the  amendment,  but,  wishing  a little  farther 
time  to  look  at  it,  suggested  that  the  bill  be  laid  on 
the  table  until  Monday.  To  which  Mr.  Wright  as- 
senting, the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table  accordingly. 

The  chair  presented  a communication  from  the 
treasury  department,  in  reply  to  senate  resolutions 
of  the  1st  instant,  with  a report  in  relation  to  frauds 
on  the  public  lands.  Referred  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

February  13.  Mr.  Parker  presented  a memorial 
from  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  the  immedi- 
ate recognition  of  the  independence  of  Texas, 
which  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed. 

Mr.  Davis  reported  a bill  to  establish  a collection 
district  and  port  of  entry  at  Jersey  City  in  the  state 
of  New  Jersey;  read  and  ordered  to  a second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  Davis  also  reported  a bill  authorising  Charles 
Dana  and  David  R.  Butts,  of  Georgia,  to  import 
two  iron  steamboats  for  river  navigation,  free  of  du- 
ty; read  and  ordered  to  a second  reading. 

Mr.  Norvell  moved  resolutions  inquiring  into 
the  expediency  of  granting  to  the  state  of  Michigan 
five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  improving  the  navigation  of  the  rivers  in 
that  state;  and  as  to  the  expediency  of  establishing 
a port  of  entry  at  the  town  of  St.  Joseph,  on  Lake 
Michigan,  which  were  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy  the  bill  supplementary 
to  the  act  to  amend  the  judiciary  system  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  was  considered,  amended  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Haggles,  the  senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the 
improvement  of  the  useful  arts,  (the  patent  office 
bill),  amended  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fora 
third  reading. 

The  chair  presented  a communication  from  the 
state  department  relative  to  the  claim  of  R.  W. 
Meade,  which  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  to  take  up  the  resolution  of- 
fered by  him  some  time  since,  recognizing  the  in- 
dependence of  Texas. 

Mi.  Wright  urged  the  taking  up  of  the  army  ap- 
propriation Dill. 

Mr.  Benton  claimed  as  a right  that  the  unfinish- 
ed business  should  first  be  taken  up.  He  had  a bill 
for  the  increase  of  the  army,  which  would  regularly 
come  up  as  the  unfinished  business.  The  vote  to 
take  it  up  now  would,  if  rejected  be  decisive  of  its 
fate.  It  had  been  early  reported  but  deterred  to 
take  up  other  bills,  and  he  now  claimed  that  it 
should  now  be  considered. 

Mr.  Walker  contended  that  the  honor  of  the 
country  demanded  that  the  Texas  resolution  should 
now  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  Benton  objected,  with  warmth,  to  senators 
jumping  up  in  this  manner  and  interrupting  the  re- 
gular business  of  the  senate,  as  reported  from 


standing  committees,  by  interposing  the  considera- 
tion of  resolutions  of  their  own.  The  armybills 
were  of  great  importance,  and  if  this  resolution 
should  be  taken  up  before  them,  the  prolonged  de- 
bate to  which  it  would  lead,  must  effectually  defeat 
all  hope  of  having  them  considered  in  time  tor  the 
action  of  the  other  house. 

Mr.  Preston  admitted  the  importance  of  the  ar- 
my bills,  and  should  not  object  to  their  being  con- 
sidered; but  this  resolution  on  the  subject  of  Texas 
had  been  offered  a month  ago,  and  if  longer  delay- 
ed might  be  lost. 

The  qaestion  on  considering  Mr.  Walker's  leso- 
lution,  was  then  taken  and  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays,  a3  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Fulton, 
Hendricks,  King,  of  Georgia,  Moore,  Mouton,  Par- 
ker, Preston,  Walker,  White — 12. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis,  Ewing, 
of  Illinois,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King,  of  Ala. 
Knight,  Linn,  Lyon,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Nor- 
vell, Page,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles, 
Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson, 
Wall,  Wright— 32. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  “bill  to  increase  the  present  military  estab- 
lishment of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses.” 

Mr.  Benton  explained  the  objects  of  the  bill  by 
sections,  and  r.o  opposition  being  made  to  it,  it  was 
ordered  to  a third  reading. 

The  army-  appropriation  bill  was  then  read  a third 
time  and  passed. 

The  senate  ‘.ook  up  the  bill  to  establish  a foundry, 
an  armory  in  the  west  and  southwest,  arsenals  in 
the  states  in  which  none  have  yet  been  established 
and  depots  fo-  arms  in  certain  states  and  territo- 
ries. 

Mr.  Benton  briefly  explained  its  designs. 

Mr.  Crittendin  doubted  the  propriety  of  estab- 
lishing arsenals  in  all  the  states,  though  he  admitted 
the  propriety  of  estalishing  them  in  some.  He  re- 
probated such  unnecessary  expenditures  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  and  spoke  against  the  extension  of  fede- 
ral power  to  which  a measure  of  this  kind  must  ne- 
cessarily lead. 

Mr.  Benton  maintained  that  it  was  a part  of  the 
theory  of  our  government  that  the  nation  should  be 
armed,  and  in  order  to  this  end,  it  was  necessary 
both  that  the  manufacture  of  arms  should  be  ex- 
tended and  that  depots  should  be  established  for 
keeping  them  in  all  the  states. 

Mr.  Calhoun  had  looked  at  the  provisions  of  the 
bill,  and  that  nothing  in  this  world  could  be  more 
useless  than  the  expenditures  it  proposed.  The 
country  already  had  on  hand  800,000  stand  of  arms — 
an  amount  almost  equal  to  that  provided  by  Great 
Britain  for  her  immense  military  establishment. — 
The  mere  interest  upon  such  an  investment  was  a 
heavy  charge  upon  the  treasury;  besides  which, 
there  was  a liability  to  have  the  whole  superseded 
by  the  invention  of  a better  species  of  arms.  The 
government  had  already  two  large  armories  capable 
of  furnishing  arms  much  faster  than  they  were  need- 
ed; and  there  was  a necessity  riher  for  retrenching 
than  extending  the  means  of  supply.  The  money 
was  to  be  expended  on  somethiig,  and,  perhaps  it 
might  as  well  be  on  this  as  on  any  things  else.  The 
government  must  get  clear  of  if  in  some  way:  it 
must  not  go  back  to  the  states,  and  ways  and  means 
must  be  devised  to  expend  it.  Tie  bill  had  no  other 
object  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Hr.  C.  appealed  to 
the  senate  and  exhorted  them  toelonomise  the  pub- 
lic expenditure.  He  reminded  them  of  the  denun- 
ciations that  had  been  heaped  on  a former  adminis- 
tration on  account  of  its  extravagance,  and  that  it 
was  on  the  plea  and  promise  of  economy  that  the 
present  party  had  come  into  power.  Yet  no  sooner 
had  they  got  control  of  the  treasury,  than  they  went 
on  to  expend  beyond  all  previous  example.  The 
moral  effect  of  this  state  of  things  had  been  most 
pernicious.  It  had  led  the  nation  to  believe  that  the 
professions  of  no  party  could  be  believed. 

Mr.  Benton  in  reply  read  from  the  returns  of  the 
treisury  department  the  sums  paid  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  arms  at  private  establishments,  amounting  to 
nearly  a quarter  of  a million  of  dollars,  and  argued 
from  the  fait  of  government  being  compelled  to  pur- 
chase of  private  establishments,  the  necessity  for 
another  public  armory.  These  private  establish- 
ments existed  from  the  District  of  Columbia  to  the 
north  and  east,  while  on  the  frontier,  there  was  not 
a single  factory.  As  to  our  having  a full  supply,  it 
was  what  he  could  not  understand.  There  was  a 
continual  consumption,  and  a continual  increase  of 
population,  and  therefore  a necessity  for  constant 
manufacture.  If  the  United  States  had  to-day  all 
they  needed,  anil  could  keep  every  gun  without  rust 
or  decay,  twenty-five  years  hence  we  should  have 
only  half  a supply  for  the  population  then  increased 


to  that  proportion.  Instead  of  keeping  all  the  guns’ 
one-half  ot  them  would  be  gone. 

It  would  not  do  to  quote  the  example  of  Great 
Britain — they  only  wanted  arms  to  put  in  the  hands 
of  their  standing  army  to  shoot  down  her  unarmed 
population  the  moment  they  resisted  any  measure  of 
government. 

He  said  that  in  behalf  of  Missouri,  that  the  most 
acceptable  form  in  which  they  could  bestow  on  that 
state  her  portion  of  these  accursed  frogs  which  came 
up  as  from  the  river  of  Egypt,  and  spread  them- 
selves every  where  and  over  every  thing,  from  the 
nuptial  couch  to  the  kneading  trough,  (he  referred  to 
the  surplus  balances  in  the  treasury),  was  to  estab- 
lish amongst  them  an  ample  depot  of  arms. 

Mr.  Calhoun  was  very  happy  to  hear  so  frank  an 
avowal  from  the  senator  from  Missouri  of  the  truth 
of  what  he  had  observed  when  last  up,  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  bill  was  to  get  rid  of  a part  of  the  surplus 
revenue  in  the  treasury.  As  to  the  argument  de- 
rived from  the  fact  that  the  government  obtained  a 
portion  of  its  supply  from  private  factories,  all  that 
was  easily  explained.  These  factories  were  old  es- 
tablishments, which  had  been  gotten  up  by  their 
proprietors  expressly  on  the  faith  of  the  government, 
and  they  were  in  practice  as  really  public  establish- 
ments as  the  armories  of  the  government.  The  go- 
vernment had  been  obliged  to  take  enough  fro  pa  these 
individuals  to  keep  their  establishments  from  ruin, 
and  that  was  the  sole  reason  for  the  item  quoted  by 
the  senator  from  the  returns.  The  two  armories  we 
already  possessed  were  capable  of  turning  out  20,000 
stand  of  arms  a year;  and  now  it  was  proposed  to 
erect  a third,  while  the  actual  consumption  was  but 
between  one  and  two  thousand  stands  annually. — 
There  was  one  source  of  consumption  which  could 
not  be  avoided;  but,  instead  of  being  an  argument 
for  the  manufacturer,  it  was  a strong  argument 
against  the  unnecessary  multiplication  of  arms,  and 
that  was,  their  decay  while  lying  in  boxes.  The 
larger  was  the  amount  on  hand,  the  greater  was  this 
source  of  decay.  The  country  had  already  between 
700,000  and  800,000,  which  had  cost  it  ten  millions 
of  dollars,  besides  a large  amount  of  capital  invest- 
ed in  magazines;  so  that  the  total  annual  interest  was 
little,  if  any  thing,  short  of  a million  of  dollars.  As 
to  the  arming  of  our  people,  this  bill  did  not  pro- 
pose to  put  a single  gun  into  the  hands  of  a single 
man.  But  for  what  purpose  was  so  large  an  amount 
needed?  It  must  be  either  to  arm  the  government 
against  the  people,  or  to  fight  some  foreign  enemy. 
He  trusted  our  people  did  not  want  them  to  cut  each 
other’s  throats.  He  repeated  that  the  expenditure 
was  useless;  that  it  was  to  produce  an  accumulation 
of  what  was  already  accumulated,  and  was  merely 
a contrivance  to  keep  the  money  from  the  states. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
Benton  and  Calhoun,  each  of  them  insisting  on  the 
ground  already  taken,  and  endeavoring  further  to 
strengthen  their  respective  positions. 

Mr.  Knight  then  addressed  the  senate  as  follows: 
I shall  vote  against  the  bill;  perhaps  it  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  suggest  some  of  the  reasons  that  govern 
me.  I know  the  bill  contains  a proposition  to  build 
an  arsenal  in  the  state  from  whence  I come,  and  so 
far  as  that  goes  I have  no  objection  to  that  part  of 
the  bill,  for  the  money  it  will  cost  would  be  very 
acceptable  to  have  expended  there.  But  the  ques- 
tion is,  are  the  arsenals  and  armories  contained  in 
the  bill  necessary?  If  more  arms  are  needed,  is  it 
necessary  to  build  more  armories?  We  can  readily 
contract  for  their  manufacture  without  incurring 
the  expense  of  all  the  outlays  necessary  for  carry- 
ing on  the  making  of  arms;  the  private  manufac- 
turers will  make  them  cheaper  than  the  United 
States  can.  We  get  them,  now,  it  is  believed,  at  a 
less  price  by  contract  from  the  private  armories  than 
they  cost  at  our  armories,  without  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  immense  outlays  of  the  establish- 
ments, and  the  interest  and  cost  of  keeping  them  in 
repair.  Sir,  who  are  we  to  arm?  The  militia  of 
the  states,  your  own  citizens.  Then  let  the  arms 
be  within  their  reach  and  under  their  own  care. — 
The  practice  now  is  to  deliver  to  the  several  states 
the  arms  when  made,  and  the  states  take  care  of 
them  without  further  cost  or  trouble  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  and  whenever  needed  they  are  at 
the  command  of  the  governor  and  legislature  of  the 
state,  to  be  used  at  their  discretion.  But  if  we 
build  arsenals  we  must  have  officers  to  take  charge 
and  care  of  them;  and  when  the  arms  are  required 
by  any  exigencies  of  the  state,  the  governor  or  com- 
mander must  go  to  your  corporal  or  sergeant,  who 
may  have  charge  of  your  arsenal,  and  beg  him  to 
loan  those  arms  for  the  purposes  needed.  Now,  sir, 
I am  opposed  to  that;  I will  not  place  the  states  in 
such  a predicament;  I will  give  the  states  the  arms, 
and  if  they  will  not  take  care  of  them,  why  then  [ 
would  not  give  them  any  more:  therefore  I am  for 
letting  things  remain  as  they  now  are  without  far- 
ther legislation. 
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The  question  being  at  length  taken  on  the  en- 
grossment of  the  bili,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Buchan- 
an, Ewing,  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard, 
King,  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Morris,  Mouton, 
Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Robbins,  Robinson, 
Ruggles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tipton,  Walker,  Wall, 
White,  Wright — 26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbert,  King,  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Moore, 
Parker,  Prentiss,  Swift— 11. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading. 

The  bill  respecting  the  duties  on  Belgian  vessels 
and  cargoes  was  then  considered,  and  ordered  to  its 
third  reading. 

The  senate  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  took 
up  the  bill  to  alter  and  amend  the  act  for  the  pu- 
nishment of  certain  crimes  against  the  U.  States, 
[This  bill  provides  for  the  punishment  of  death 
against  those  found  guilty  of  burning  public  build- 
ings.] 

Several  amendments  to  change  the  nature  of  the 
punishment  being  rejected, 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  senate;  and  the 
question  being  on  its  engrossment, 

Mr.  Clayton  objected  to  the  insertion  of  any  li- 
mitation of  time  in  reference  to  a crime  of  this 
magnitude.  As  murder,  and  treason,  and  arson, 
were  exempted  from  the  operation  of  the  statute  of 
limitations,  the  burning  of  public  buildings  of  the 
United  States  ought  to  take  the  same  course.  He 
moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  a clause  to 
that  effect,  but  it  was  rejected;  as  was  also  a mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Ruggles  to  strike  out  the  second  section, 
containing  the  limitation  clauses;  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Clayton,  Ful- 
ton, Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  of  Ala.  King,  of  Ga. 
Linn,  Nicholas,  Page,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Strange, 
Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White,  Wright — 18. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Crittenden, 
Moore,  Niles,  Parker,  Prentiss,  Robinson,  South- 
ard, Walker — 10. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

February  14.  Mr.  Robinson  reported  a bill  au- 
thorising the  conveyance  in  the  mail  of  certain 
documents  free  of  postage  and  for  other  purposes — 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a second  reading. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks,  the  senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  continua- 
tion of  the  Cumberland  road  in  Ohio,  Indiana  and 
Illinois. 

Mr.  Norvell  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  annex- 
ing a provision  for  the  construction  of  certain  roads 
in  Michigan,  which  after  debate  was  negatived; 
yeas  9,  nays  27. 

Mr.  Clay,  after  a few  remarks  in  favor  of  only 
grading  the  road,  and  against  hastening  its  pro- 
gress by  the  appointment  of  an  extra  number  of 
agents  and  officers,  moved  to  strike  out  the  second 
and  third  sections  ofthe  bill  which  provide  for  such 
appointments.  After  debate  by  Messrs.  Hendricks, 
Clay  and  Tipton,  Mr.  Tipton  moved  to  amend  the 
second  section  by  requiring  that  the  appointment 
of  agents  and  officers  by  the  president  should  be 
made  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  senate;  which 
amendment  prevailed. 

Mr.  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  amend  the  second 
section  by  allowing  each  superintendent  only  two 
assistants,  at  a fixed  compensation  of  three  dollars 
per  day  for  their  services,  instead  of  a salary  in  the 
discretion  of  the  president  or  the  department.  The 
amendments  were  adopted. 

The  question  recurring  on  striking  out  the  se- 
cond and  third  sections  of  the  bill,  it  was  discussed 
by  Messrs.  Preston,  Hendricks  and  Clay,  and  car- 
ried in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Brown,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Kent,  King,  of  Ala. 
King,  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Lyon,  McKean,  Moore, 
Norvell,  Parker,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Southard, 
Spence,  Strange,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Walker,  White 
—26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Ewing,  of  Illinois,  Ew- 
ing, of  Ohio,  Fulton,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Linn, 
Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Wall,  Wright— 17. 

Mr  Clay  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  requiring 
that  the  road  in  Illinois  should  not  be  stoned  or 
gravelled,  unless  at  a cost  not  exceeding  the  ave- 
rage expense  of  doing  it  in  Ohio  and  Indiana;  which 
amendment,  after  debate  by  Messrs.  Ewing,  of 
Illinois,  and  Clay,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Preston  moved  to  amend  the  first  section  of 
the  bill  by  reducing  the  appropriation  for  Indiana 


from  $ 100,000  to  $50,000,  on  the  ground  that 
$80,000  remained  unexpended. 

After  debate  by  Messrs.  Hendricks,  Preston,  Tip- 
ton  Benton,  Walker  and  Clay, 

Mr.  Norvell  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
which  motion  was  negatived:  yeas  15,  nays  25. 

The  question  occurring  on  Mr.  Preston’s  amend- 
ment, was  decided  in  the  affirmative:  yeas  22,  nays 
17. 

Mr.  Preston  then  moved  further  to  amend  the 
bill,  by  reducing  the  appropriation  for  Ohio  from 
$190  to  $90,  the  balance  in  hand  being  $100,000, 
which  motion  after  debate  prevailed,  yeas  26,  nays 
19. 

Mr.  Preston  also  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  re- 
ducing the  appropriation  for  Illinois,  so  that  the 
whole  amount  to  be  expended  would  be  $130,000; 
which  motion  prevailed,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Brown,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Kent,  King,  of 
Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Lyon,  Moore,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Parker,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Ruggles, 
Southard,  Spence,  Strange,  Swift,  Walker,  Wall, 
White — 26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Cuthbert,  Ewing,  of 
Illinois,  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Fulton,  Hendricks,  Hub- 
bard, Knight,  Linn,  Morris,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Robbins,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
Wright — 18. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
as  a proviso  to  the  first  section,  that  no  part  of  the 
money  appropriated  by  the  bill  should  be  paid  out 
ofthe  treasury  of  the  United  States,  but  out  of  the 
fund  heretofore  granted  to  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illi- 
nois, for  the  purpose  of  the  bill. 

After  debate  the  amendment  wss  lost  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote:  yeas  16,  nays  27. 

Mr.  Norvell  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  that  portion  of  it  which  required  the  money  to 
be  repaid  into  the  treasury  of  (he  United  States 
from  the  fund  granted  to  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois 
by  the  United  States. 

After  a few  remarks  from  Mr.  Clay,  disapproving 
the  provision  proposed  to  be  stricken  out  as  decep- 
tive, the  motion  to  strike  out  was  carried  in  the  af- 
firmative as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Brown,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  King, 
of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Lyon,  Moore,  Mou- 
ton, Norvell,  Parker,  Preston,  Rives,  Ruggles, 
Southard,  Strange,  Walker,  White — 22. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Ewing,  of  Illinois, 
Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Linn, 
Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Swift, 
Tallmadge,  Wright — 15. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks,  the  provision  in  a 
former  act  requiring  a continuous  construction  of 
the  road  was  by  this  bill  repealed. 

The  bill,  with  the  amendments,  was  reported  to 
the  senate. 

Mr.  Ewing  mored  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  ap- 
propriate $150,0*0  for  Ohio,  $125,000  for  Indiana, 
and  $100,000  foi  Illinois. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  by  consent,  the 
message  of  the  president  received  to-day,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  seimre  of  slaves  by  the  authorities  of 
Bermuda,  was,  with  the  documents,  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

After  a fewremarks  on  Mr.  Ewing’s  amendment 
by  Messrs.  Bcyard  and  Preston,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Hendricks,  tin  senate  adjourned. 

February  1J.  Petitions  praying  the  abolition  of 
slaveryjn  the  District  of  Columbia,  were  presented 
by  Mr.' Swift. of  Vermont;  Mr.  Morris,  of  Ohio,  and 
Mr.  Tomlinson  of  Connecticut,  which  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Grundy  were  laid  on  the  table, 

Mr.  Preston,  reported  a bill  additional  to  the  act 
regulating  the  pay  of  officers  of  the  army,  which 
was  read  and  ordered  to  a second  reading. 

Mr.  Rives  reported  a substitute  for  the  bill  referred 
to  the  committee  on  naval  affairs,  regulating  the  pay 
of  the  marine  corps — which  was  read. 

Mr.  Kent  reported  a bill  to  extend  the  time  for 
completing  the  Washington  city  canal,  and  for  other' 
purposes — read  and  referred. 

Mr.  King,  of  Georgia,  introduced  a bill  to  com-1 
pensate  commodore  James  Barron  for  the  use  of  bis 
invention  for  ventilating  ships — readand  referred. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a third  time  emd 
passed. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  ‘«ict  to  amend  the 
judiciary  system  of  the  United  States.” 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  “ait  to  promote  the 
progress  of  science  and  the  usefuf  arts.” 

“The  bill  to  establish  a foundry  and  armory  in  the 
wrnst  and  south  west,  and  depot*  for  arms  in  those 
states  in  which  they  are  now  wanting.” 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  of  1790,  for  the  punish- 
ment of  crimes  against  the  United  States,  was  1 hen 
taken  up, 


Mr.  Prentiss  opposed  it  on  account  of  the  severity 
of  its  principles:  he  thought  it  of  too  sanguinary  a 
character,  so  much  behind  the  spirit  of  the  age,  that 
he  felt  constrained  to  resist  it,  and  record  his  name 
against  it  in  e*ery  stage  of  its  progress.  The  bill 
not  only  inflicts  the  punishment  of  death  upon 
anyr  person  who  shall  maliciously  burn,  or  procure, 
command,  counsel,  or  advise  any  one  to  burn,  any' 
public  building,  but  it  contains  no  limitation  upon 
the  prosecution  of  the  offence;  so  that  a person  may 
be  arraigned  and  tried  at  any  distance  of  time,  how- 
ever remote,  when  be  may  be  wholly  unable,  by 
lapse  of  time,  to  avail  himself  of  the  testimony  ne- 
cessary for  his  defence.  It  was  to  be  further  ob- 
served that  the  bill  was  not  confined  to  the  burning 
of  the  public  offices,  containing  the  public  records, 
but  extended  to  the  burning  of  any  public  building, 
such  as  an  engine  house,  a wood  house,  or  even  a 
watch  house. 


The  punishment,  under  the  existing  laws,  was 
confinement  to  hard  labor,  and  but  one  instance  ot 
the  commission  of  the  offence  had  occurred  in  half 
a century.  We  were  now  about  to  change  the  law, 
and  substitute  the  punishment  of  death  lor  confine- 
ment at  hard  labor;  and  we  were  doing  this  at  a 
time  when  England  and  many  other  governments  in 
Europe  were  engaged  in  reforming  and  ameliorat- 
ing their  criminal  code.  The  bill  put  the  offence 
on'  the  same  grade  with  murder  and  treason,  the 
highest  crimes  known  to  the  law. 

The  object  of  punishment  was  the  prevention  of 
crime;  and  all  experience  showed  that  the  certainty 
of  punishment  was  much  more  effectual  than  the 
severity  of  punishment  in  the  prevention  of  crime. 
The  burning  of  a public  building  was  undoubtedly 
a very  high  offence,  but  it  was  well  known  that  the 
difficulty  of  conviction  was  always  increased  in  pro- 
portion as  the  punishment  was  aggravated.  It  there 
was  absolute  certainty  in  human  testimony,  the  ob- 
jection to  the  bill  might  not  be  so  strong;  but  the  re- 
verse was  true,  for  the  history  of  criminal  trials 
showed  that  many  innocent  persons  had  been  con- 
victed and  executed.  Mr.  P.  was  opposed  to  the 
bill  on  the  great  principles  of  justice  and  humanity; 
he  was  opposed  to  it  as  destroying  all  just  distinc- 
tions between  crimes,  as  inflicting  a punishment 
vastly  disproportionate  to  the  offence,  and  altoge- 
ther inconsistent  with  the  general  spirit  of  our  cri- 
minal code;  and  he  felt  compelled  to  ask  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Ewing,  ot  Ohio,  Ful- 
ton, Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  of  Alabama,  King, 
of  Georgia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Morris,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Norvell,  Page,  Preston,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Sevier, 
Strange,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White,  Wright — 29. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Davis,  Ewing,  of  Il- 
linois, Hendricks,  Kent,  McKean,  Moore,  Niles, 
Parker,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Robinsou,  Southard,  Switt, 
Walker,  Wall,  Webster— 17. 


The  bill  respecting  the  discriminating  duties  on 
Dutch  and  Belgian  vessels  was  then  considered, 
and  after  a short  debate,  passed. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  further  consi- 
deration of  the  bill  to  continue  the  Cumberland  road, 
in  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  appropriations  were 
so  amended  as  to  allowr  Ohio  $190,000,  in  addition 
to  the  unexpended  balance;  Indiana  $100,000;  and 
Illinois  $100,000;  making  an  aggregate  of  $390,000, 
besides  unexpended  balances. 

The  remaining  amendments,  made  as  in  commit- 
tee of  the  w'hole,  were  severally  considered,  and, 
after  a renewal  of  the  former  discussions,  were 
adopted  in  senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  bill  was  further 
amended  by  adding  a proviso  to  the  end  of  the  first 
section,  requiring  that  the  construction  of  the  road 
should  he  let  out,  in  suitable  sections,  after  due  no- 
tice, to  the  lowest  bidders. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  to  amend  the  third  section  of 
the  bill  by  inserting  a disclaimer  of  the  faith  of  go- 
vernment being  pledged  by  this  bill  to  do  any'  thing 
further  in  the  construction  or  repair  of  the  '-himliAv 
land  road. 

After  debate,  the  amendment  was  lost  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Hub- 
fiajd,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Lyon, 
Moore,  Noivell,  Page,  Parker,  Preston,  Rives 
Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  White — 1*. 

NAY'S— Messrs.  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Ewing,  of  Illinois,  Ew- 
iipg,  of  Ohio,  Fulton,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight, 
Linn,  Morris,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Southard, 
Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wright— 23. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  by  yeas  and  nays,  on  the  call  ol  Mr. 
Norvell,  as  follows; 
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afBqap  y ‘japisuoaaj  of  uoifora  siq  apsiu  iiibSb 
uaqf  J.3jsq3\[  -jjq  puu  ijjiq  aq)  jiuimoa  o)  uoifoui 
siq  Majpq)iM  uosuiqog  -jjq  -paAiaaaj  aq  pjnoa 
‘afBuas  aqf  jo  sajnj  aqf  of  SuipjoaaB  “qaiqM  uoifoui 
jo  putq  b fou  sbm  siqf  fBqf  papiaap  limjo  aqx 


■uoif 

-sanb  aqf  uo  sXbu  pue  ssaX  aqf  joj  pajpsa  puB  ‘jjiq 
aqf  jo  SuipBa.i  puoaas  .»qf  uo  ajoA  aqf  japisuoaaj  of 
paAom  ‘fi  3ui(aadsaj  6'U0ifBfaadxa  anpun  3u|fiaxa 
jo  Xauaipadxaui  aqf  p ub  ‘faafqns  aqf  jo  aauBfjod 
-oil  fuaxS  aqf  uo  paqj  EUiaj  3uiABq  xxjsqajj  -jjq 

‘jjiq  , iqf  3u tAOjddu  ‘sa/ty  puB  X33j 
~T°Al  ‘uwoJ-ff  ‘sjssajq  iuojj  sjjJEiuaj  Maj  b aayy 

•aaffiuimoa 

faajas  b of  jjiq  aqf  fiuiu  ioa  Of  paAom  ’Jjq 

•fuasuoa  snocuiuBun 
Xq  aaiMf  pBaj  *bm  jjiq  aqx  ‘pacuBU  uiajaqj  suotf 
-ipuoa  uiBfjaa  uo  safB)s  a\au  aqf  of  spusj  aijqnd  aqf 
a’paa  of  jjiq  b paanpojfut  ‘aABaj  uo  ‘unorqjoj  -Jjq 

•pajjajaj  puB 

‘aaiAAj  pBaj  sbm  qaiqM  kjfirag  samBf  of  fuafBd  b 3ui 
-fUBjS  jjtq  b paanpojfui  ‘aABaj  uo  ‘sajSSng  -jpq 

•UOISUad  JO  SJB9JJB  JOJ 

SuiXBJd  ‘sBjoqaiy  UBqjEiiop  jo  uoififad  aqf  jo  uoijbj 
-apisuoa  JaqfJnj  aqf  uiojj  paSjBqasip  sba\  suoisuad 
uo  aaffiiumoa  aqf  ‘snjiuxj  'jj\[  jo  uoifoui  uo 
* 'SuipBaj  pjjqf  b 

of  pajapjo  puu  ‘pajapisuoo  'jaAig  jjbj  jo  fBqf  of 
‘sffasnqaBSSBjq  ut  ‘faujsip  uoifaajjoa  uofXn(j  aqf  jo 
auiBu  aqf  aSusqa  of  ‘inaqf  Of  pajjajaj  jjiq  asnoq  aqf 
pafjodax  ‘aafftuuuoa  atuBS  aqf  idojj  ‘swvg  -jj\[ 

•afsuas  aqf  ajojaq  fq3nojq 
uaaq  XpBajjB  Suiabij  sfaafqns  asaqf  q)oq  qBfidsoq 
auiJEtn  b joj  -o  ‘fJojnBag;  jo  sjuBjiqEqui  jo  uoif 
-ifad  aqf  jo  uoifBJapisuoa  jaqfjnj  aqf  mojj  ‘osjy 

•Xauoui  jBfidsoq  of  uoi)Bjai  ut 
‘ajBMBjaQ  jo  axnfBjsiSaj  aqf  jo  uoifnjosaj  aqf  jo  uoif 
-BJapisuoa  jaqynj  aqf  iuojj  paSjBqasip  sbm  aajaui 
-inoa  uo  aajfiuiuioa  aqf  ‘swvfj  -jj\j  jo  uoifoui  uo 

'21 — Jafsqaxv  ‘[Jb/a  ‘uofdjx 

‘yiMg  ‘pjBqjnog  ‘suiqqog  ‘ssrjuajy  ‘sajty  ‘UBagajq 
‘fq3iux  ‘sjjaupuajj  ‘uojXbjo  -sjssaw— gxVN 

•sr— ujSijav  s3);qAV 

‘jaqjBXf.  ‘aSpBtnjjBx  ‘aSuB.tfg  ‘sajSSng  ‘uosuiqog 
‘uojsajg  ‘jja.uoy  ‘sBjoqaiy  ‘aioojq  ‘uoXq  ‘eiSjobo 
jo  ‘Sutg  ‘Bjy  jo  ‘Suig  ‘fuag  ‘pjBqqnjj  ‘Xpunjg 
‘uofjnj;  ‘siouijjj  jo  ‘SuiMg  ‘bubq;  ‘fjaqqfno  ‘unoq 
-jbo  ‘UBUBqang  ‘uMoxg  ‘pjBXug  -sjssaj\j — SY3A. 

:smo|joj  sb  ‘jfins  'JI\[  jo  qua  aqf  uo 
SsXeu  puu  BBaX  Xq  pajapjo  Xj3uipjoaaB  sbm  qaiqM 
iajqBf  aqf  uo  uorjoui  siqf  Xbj  of  paAoui  ucnoxg  ‘jpj 

•paijf  Xyauifsip 

uaaq  fou  paq  faafqns  siqf  uo  uoifsanb  aq)  paxaij 
-aq  aq  fBiy  SutqjBuiaj  ‘Biq'unjoo  jo  faiJjsnj  oiy  joj 
aaffiunuoa  aqf  of  ‘apBJ)  oaejs  aq)  o)  safBjaj  qaiqM 
uoififad  aq)  jo  fjBd  fBq)  Jajax  of  paaoui  jfwtg  -j j\[ 
•Biquinjoo  jo  foufsiQ;  aq) 
ui  apBJ)  aABjs  aqf  pun  XjaABjs  jo  uorfijoqB  aqf  Sut 
-Xnjd  ‘fuouuax  jo  afBjs  aqj  ut  ‘BiSjoag  jo  uaioj  aqf 
jo  sfUB)iqBqui  jo  uoififad  aqf  pafuasajd  }/i(ng  'jj\j 

•a^  ‘fxau  qaJBj\[  jo  qfp  aqf  uiojj  SJBaX 
jno)  joj  safBfg  pafiujq  aqf  jo  fuapisajd  aaiA  -Xg 
jo  ‘ uosuyof  'ji[  qixvipiji  pafaaja  aABq  afBuas  aq)  fBijf 
saAifBfuasaidaj  jo  asnoq  aqf  uijojui  of  afBuas  aqf 
jo  XjBfajaas  aqf  Suifaajip  uoifnjosaj  b pajayo  ‘jsbj 
jno  ui  pa)Bjs  sb  ‘Suiabij  fipuiuj  upf  -g  fUmuqag 
•3XVN3S — xoissas  aNoaas 

‘ssaaoNoo  HXHnoj-xxNaMX 


’968  aSnd  aas 

‘uoifsanb  siqf  uo  sSutpaaaojd  fuanbasqns  joj-CXj 
•pasnaxa  ‘sinupy  XauinO  uqof 

'i8l — 3®FAV  ‘stUEijjixv.  ‘^asajffiq^ 

*X  sBtnoqx  ‘Xasaj))iqxv  ‘ 3 '8?!iiAV  ‘s>l93AV  ‘-"afs 

-qaXV  ‘ijaMpjBxv  ‘jaodjapuB  \ ‘pooMiapufj  ‘jaujnx 
‘uosiuoqx  T ‘sBiuoqx  ‘puBjjaqfng  ‘jajofg  ‘anSsidg 
‘ja|SuBdg  ‘auBojg  ‘apsjg  ‘uuiqg  ‘pjaddaqg  -pj 
•y  ‘jnomXag  ‘qauaqag  ‘jjassug  ‘uospjnqaig  ‘spjou 
-Xag  uqof  ‘paag  ‘sffog  ‘Xauqauig  ‘sdijjiqg  ‘sdjaqg 
‘uosjnag  ‘aajnag  •£  -g  ‘uosiaffBg  ‘jaqjeg  ‘aSug 
‘3jaquajqnj\[  ‘sijjojx  ‘ub3jop\[  ‘Xjauio3)uoj\j  ‘ubS 
-iJUIM  ‘JajniY  ‘UBuuagajAf  ‘XEgajq  ‘Xfjnoaj\j  ‘uos 
-BJAJ  -g  ‘uosBjq  -j^j  ‘uubj\j  f ‘suang  ‘aAog  ‘uuSog 
‘ujoauig  ‘aag  SBuioqx  ‘Xag  ‘aauaJMBg  ‘ayodug 
‘aung  ‘qfiuisuaSuijg  ‘ajoSjig  ‘uouuag  ‘sauop  'g  ‘uos 
-uqof  '3  ‘uosuqof  qdasop  ‘sjAJBf  ‘sausp  ‘uosqaBp 
‘AV  ‘uiBqSuj  ‘jjosiaSuj  ‘uofSui)unp[  ‘funjj  ‘Xajqnjj 
‘jjaMopj  ‘pjBMOjj  ‘suiqdojj  ‘jjopj  ‘jbojj  ‘pojajg 
‘uosjapuajj  ‘auifjazBjj  ‘sauXcjj  -siiijimeji  ‘uosij 
'JT!H  'S  januiBg  ‘jadjBjj  ‘uipiBpj  ‘pJBjj  ‘JauiBjj  ‘j|B  jj 
puEjtjp  ‘jjbjj  qdasop  ‘Xa'|Epj  ‘jjauuajg  ‘uosXbjo 
‘saABJQ  ‘jaSuEif)  ‘qfiBjq|Bfj  ‘Jajjng  ‘Xjg  ‘qauajg 
‘jajMog  ‘ffajaAg  ‘subaj  ‘XBpajqnog  ‘Xuuajj  ‘uof 
-3uijjb(j  ‘uBuiqsnQ  ‘Suiqsng  ‘auojg  ‘UIM103  ‘punj 
-3Aaj3  ‘qiBJ3  ‘sppqo  ‘pooAAfaqg  ‘uidBqg  ‘uuuidBqQ 
‘XauBio  ‘sjaqiUBqx  uqop ‘sjaquiBqg  aSjoag  ‘XasB^ 
‘jjb3  ‘jjaqduiBQ  ‘SuajajquiBQ  ‘unoqjBQ  -g  ’XV  ‘suing 
‘UBUBqang  ‘iiMoig  ‘s33ijjp  ‘pXog  ‘uipjnog  ‘uopjog 
‘puog  ‘aaqaog  ‘fuoaniBag  ‘uofJBg  ‘Xajmg  ‘Xuoqf 
-uy  ‘uajiy  -H  ‘ubjjv  -0  ‘jjjojjv -cjssaj/q— gxVN 
•Ig— sniBijjjxv  'S  ‘J?ua2cxv  ‘xajapuBfg  ‘spjaiqg 
‘uosfjaqog  ‘uo)Xag  ‘Xjiiej\[  ‘uubj\[  -y  ‘jajAABg 
‘jajiuap  ‘UBiusjunjp  ‘uosjoqg  ‘dsjung  ‘Xjiaqag 
1 ‘Sibjq  ‘aujoqiE[3  -jj  -g  uqop  ‘auJ0qiBJ3  'jj  -y  ‘jaf 
-JB3  ‘uooqjB3  uqof  ‘j|DEjg  ‘gag  -sissapj— gygx 
:sa\ojjoj  sb  ‘aAijsSau  aqf  ui  passnd  puy 


:asBoa 

mou  op  fanpuoa  siq  of  piBSai  ui  sSuipaaaoid  jaqf 
-inj  ijb  ‘aiojajaqf  tpajuasaid  aq  of  jou  jqSno  fi  fBqf 
uoiuido  jo  sbm  asnoq  aqf  ji  uoififad  aqf  fuasajd  of 
jajfo  of  fou  uoifuafui  siq  paA\OAB  SuiABq  puB  ‘saABjs 
iuojj  aq  of  Suyjodind  uoififad  aqf  of  sb  jaqBads  aq) 
jo  apBin  aq  Xiinbui  aq)  ui  asnoq  aqf  of  jnjjaadsajsip 
Suiqf  Xub  Suiop  jo  uSjsap  jjb  pamiBjasip  X[uuiajos 
SuiABq  suinpy  -5  uqof  -uoq  aqf  f«qX  ‘pwjosajj  Z 
:smo|joj  se  si  qaiqM  ‘uoijnjosai  puoaas  aqf  of 
aaj°Bop  aBnoq  aqf  fBqf  fnd  uaqf  sbm  uoifsanb  aqx 

‘SOI— 

XasajffiqxY  ‘X  s'emoqx  ‘Xasajffiqxv  ^'isijg  ‘sqaaM 

‘jafsqaxv.  ‘jjaMpm/x  ‘JauaSBXf  ‘pooMiapufj  ‘uos 
-inoqx  uqop  ‘puBjjaqfng  ‘jajofg  ‘an§Bjdg  ljaj3uBdg 
‘auBojg  ‘apBjg  ‘sajqaig  ‘uuiqg  ‘jnomXag  ‘Jjauaqag 
‘jjassug  ‘spjouXag  uqop  ‘paag  ‘sffog  ‘sdijjiqg 
‘sdjaqg  'uosiBag  ‘aaiBag  -p  -q  ‘uosiaffBg  ‘laqjBg 
‘aSsg  ‘3jaquajqnj\j  ‘sijjoi\j  ‘uBSqjijq  ‘UBUuappjg 
‘XfjB3aj\j  ‘uosBjq  uosduisg  ‘uubj^i  qop  ‘aAog 
‘ubSox  ‘ujoauig  ‘pjBuoag  ‘aag  -x  ‘Xeg  ‘aauajMBg 
‘afiodug  ‘ausg  ‘qfirasuaSuijg  ‘ajoSyg  ‘uouuag 
‘sauop  -g  ‘siAJBp  ‘sauup  ‘uosqaap  'xv  ‘umjSui  ‘jjos 
-jaSuj  ‘uofSuifunjj  ‘funjj  ‘Xajqnjj  ‘jjaMOjj  ‘jbojj 
‘poiajj  ‘uosiapuajj  ‘auifjazBjp  ‘uosujbpj  pg  -g  ‘Jad 
-jbjj  ‘piBH  ‘1JBH  PU®I1!H  ‘^FH  ‘iFuuaif)  ‘jaSuBio 
‘HaII!0  ‘->3[[ng  ‘Xjg  ‘JajMog  ‘ffaiaAg; 

‘suBAgj  ‘XuuaQ‘uo)3uijJB(i‘3uiqsn3  ‘auBJ3  ‘UIAU03 
‘JJJBJ3  ‘spjiq3  ‘pooMfaq3  ‘uidBq3  ‘XauBq3  ‘sjaq 
-uiBq3  aSioag  ‘XasB3  ‘unoqjB3  -g  inBijjixv  ‘suing 
‘UBUBqang  ‘UA\ojg  ‘s3S;jg  ‘uapiog  ‘puog  ‘aaajaog 
‘ijaBjg  ‘fuoumBag  ‘uofJBg  ‘Xagsg  ‘Xajqsy  ‘Xuoqfuy 
‘uojjy  XI  ‘ubjjv  uoyiq3  ‘suiBpy  -sissaix— SAVN 

•26— IFA 

‘as!AV  ‘suibijjixv  pouaqg  ‘suibiijixv  simox  ‘ayqAV 
‘Pjbxv  ‘jaodiapuBX  ‘jaumx  ‘uosduioqx  <SBUI 
-oqx  ‘ouajBijBX  ‘JajapuBfg  ‘spjaiqg  ‘pjaddaqg  ’H 
auifsnSny  ‘piBdaqg  g tuBijjixv  ‘siaSog  ‘uosfjaqog 
‘uospinqaiy  ‘spjouXag  qdasop  ‘jaqauag  ‘Xauqauig 
‘suaijaig  ‘uofXag  ‘uoyng  ‘suomo  ‘utiSjopi  ‘Xjaino3 
-fuojy  ‘JajIIIM  ‘Jaajaj\[ ‘auagaH  ‘XmEjg 

‘uosbj\[  sasojx  ‘uifjBjq  ‘uubj\j  qBl'tqv  ‘uoXg  ‘SBang 
‘jjbXox  ‘siMag  ‘jajMBg  ‘sauop  ‘XI  uqof  ‘uosuqof 
3AB3  ‘uosuqof  qdasof  ‘jajiuaf  ‘UEuisfunfi ‘piEMopj 
‘suiqdojg  ‘)Joh  ‘Xasjow  ‘sauXB}f  ‘suiqMBjj  ‘uosij 

-jeji  '0  ’V  ‘uipiBR  ‘UB3auuBH  ‘jauiEfi  ‘jjbh  qdas 

-Of  ‘UtJJUf)  ‘UOSXbJQ  ‘S3ABJ9  ‘pUBJJUBJf)  ‘lUBqBJO 

luaoasE[i)  ‘uosjoqg  ‘puBjJBO  aatg  ‘puBjiug  sauiEf 
‘qauaag  ‘jajsajog  ‘aiouijg  ‘dBjuiiQ  ‘ajooSinoig  ‘Xj 
-jaqaQ  ‘iiosmbq  ‘uBiuqsn3  ‘jauiBJ3  ‘Sibj3  ‘JOUU03 
‘saj°3  ‘puBjaAajx  ‘aujoqiB[3  -fj  -g  uqof  ‘auioqiBjx 
XI  -q)By  ‘UBuidBqx  ‘sjaqcuEq3  uqof  ‘jajJB3  ‘gaq 
-duiB3  ‘3uajajquiB3  ‘uooqjB3  uqof  ‘uinuXg  ‘pXog 
‘uipjnog  ‘gag  ‘a|Bag  ‘pjojjy  'sjssapq— SV3A 
:smo[[oj  sb  ‘aAifBSau  aqf  ui  papiaap  sbm  fi 
:uoiun  aqf  of  Xjpuaiijun 
puB  ‘safBfs  uiaqjnos  aq)  jo  sfqSii  aqf  ‘asnoq  aq)  jo 
sSuijaaj  aq)  jo  ssajpjBSai  sb  pajapisuoa  aq  of  fqSno 
uoiun  siqf  jo  saABjs  aqf  iuojj  uoijyad  Xub  fuasajd  jaf 
-jBaiaq  jjnqs  oqM  laquiatu  Xub  fBqx  ‘psnjosag  q 

:6mojjoj  sb  si  qaiqM  ‘uoifnjosaj  fsig 
aqf  of  aaiSu  op  asnoq  aqf  fBq)  uoifsanb  aq)  uo  puy 
•papiAip  uaqf  sbm  uoifsanb  uibui  aqx 

•aAlfBUlJljfB 

aqf  ui  papiaap  puB  ,,gnd  mou  aq  uoifsanb  uibiu  aqf 
Ijnqg,,  :zia  ‘fnd  uaqf  sum  uoifsanb  snoiAaid  aqx 

•aAifBSau  aqf 

ut  papiaap  sbm  ajqBf  aqf  uo  Xbj  of  uoifoui  aqf  og 

-S8l  sXbu  ‘95  sBaX — aAifBSau 
aqf  ui  papiaap  sbm  ajqBf  aqf  uo  faafqns  ajoqM  aqf 
Xbj  of  uoifoui  aqf  ‘uaajBf  Suiaq  uoifsanb  aqf  puy 
•pafaafag  •fuaiuujnofpB  ub  paAoin  poocnxapufi  'Jjg 

•pajapjo  aj8M 

qaiqAV  SsXeu  pun  SBaX  aqf  joj  paqsE  uosjoqj  ‘ J J\T 

•ajqBf  aq)  uo  faafqns  ajoqM  aqf 
Xbj  of  paAom  ‘buijojb3  qfioy  jo  ‘suivijpji  'JJ\I 

•uoifsanb  uibui  aqf 

Suuapjouo  sXbu  pus  6vaX  aqf  joj  pagsa  paag  'JIM 

•pafunoa  fou 

saou  ‘26  saXy  giBa  aq)  papuoaas  asnoq  aqf  puy 

•uoifsanb  snoiAaid  aqf  joj  puBiuap 
aqf  paMauai  ‘asiiuojd  of  SuipjoaaB  ‘pun  ‘si uvppr  jpq; 
of  Xjdai  ut  suoijEUBjdxa  auios  apsui  uaqf  -x  -J1\[ 

•fi  Mauai  of  uosduioqx  'M  ■JT\T 
jo  asiiuojd  aq)  uo  jjBa  aqf  MaipqfiM  fnq  ‘uoifsanb 
snoiAaid  aq)  paAom  uoSauuvjq  -jj\j  ‘qaiqM  Jayy 

•aauaj 

-ap  umo  siq  ui  asnoq  aqf  passaippB  svivppr  'JIY 

•puoaas  of  pasnjai  asnoq  aqf  qaiqM  ‘uoif 
-sanb  snoiAaid  aqf  paAom  uaqf  podispuv/i  'jjat 
•fuauipuauiB  siq  MaipqfiM  vinuHg  -jx\[ 

pun  iuoifujosai  siq  jo 

uoifBogipoui  b se  siqf  pafdaaaB  uosduioqx  'Al  "JI\r 

•asnaa 

mou  op  fanpuoa  siq  of  pisSai  ui  sSutpaaaojd  jaiy 
-inj  jjb  ‘aiojajaqf  Ipafuasaid  aq  of  fou  fqSno  fi  fEiy 
nojuido  jo  sba\  asnoq  aq)  ji  uoififad  aqf  fuasajd  of 
jajfo  of  fou  uoifuaiui  siq  paMOAB  3uiABq  pus  ‘saABjs 
iuojj  aq  of  Suifjodjnd  uoififad  aqf  of  sb  jaajBads  aqf 
jo  apBui  aq  Xiinbui  aqf  ui  asnoq  aqf  of  jnjfoadsaisip 


Surq;  Aub  Sutop  jo  uSisap  pc  pararepstp  Aiutnaps 
SuiABq  suivpy  -ft  uyop  -uoq  aqj  pqx  ‘pstyosay 

•uoiun  ay;  o;  Aymaujun  puB  ‘sep;s 
ujaq;nos  aq;  jo  ;q3u  aq;  ‘asnoq  aq;  jo  sSuyaaj  aq; 
jo  ssajpjBSaj  sb  pajapisuoa  aq  o;  ;qSno  ‘uoiun  siq; 
jo  saiB[s  aq;  moij  uoyyad  Aue  asnoq  aq;  o;  ;uasajd 
jayaaaaq  jpqs  oqM  jaqmatu  Aue  pqx  ‘psajosax 

yuampuaiire  siq  joj 

a;n;ysqns  a ss  SutMoyoj  aq;  paiajjo  wfjvj  'Jjq; 

•japjo  jo  suoysanb  Suipqap 
ui  pamnsuoa  sem  ami;  jo  aoads  sqqBjapisuoa  y 
•tnjoj  Aub  ui  uoynjosaj  aq; 
o;  uoyisoddo  ui  asnoq  aq;  passajppB  suvag  'JI\[ 

•asnoq  aq;  ajojaq 

Appipammi  uoysanb  aq;  o;  jpstniq  auyuoa  ppoM 
auiepq  uiojj  uEinayuaS  aq;  ‘uoyisodjap;  puuoj 
Aub ;noq;iM  ‘;Bq;  padou  a jj  ’3uijijja;ui  ui  AaEOyap 
pajS  yaj  puq  aq  pue  ‘a3uBj  apiM  Apuiajpa  ue  uaip; 
peq  apqap  aq;  bjemb  sem.  aq  pres  Jiyvads  aqx 

•asnoq  aq; 

jo  sapj  aq;  aajojua  o;  jajpeds  aq;  uo  yea  ajojajaq; 
;snin  ajj  -payitnpB  aq  o;  ajaM  siq;  sb  ;uEAapjjt  se 
jaysm  ji  ‘aypuiunap;  aq  pyioM  a;Eqap  aq;  pq;  pa; 
-ywqns  ajfj  • japjo  jo  ;uiod  e o;  asoj  uojjvj  -jjq 

uaqM  iuoyn;ysuoa 
pjapaj  aq;  pa;dopB  qaiqM  biuiSjia  jo  uoi;u3auod 
aq;  ui  sa;Bqap  aq;  mojj  sa3EssEd  ureyaa  a;onb  o; 
;noqB  sem  ‘g  -jj\[  uoiysod  siq;  jo  yioddns  uj  j[as;i 
q;nosaq;  Aq  pasn  aSsnSue;  auiBS  aq;  pun  ‘papaoApE 
uaaq  pEq  sauupop  aures  aq;  pq;  SuiMoqs  Aq  ‘a[qis 
-uodsaj  p;aq  aq  o;  ;qSno  Aaq;  qaiqM  joj  ‘q;nos  aq; 
jo  suoyn;ysui  aq;  spjBMo;  aSsnSuBj  [nyaadsajsip 
pasn  psq  Ajbaejs  jo  uoyyoqB  aq;  joj  sjauoyyad  aq; 
pq;  ‘;qSnojq  uaaq  psq  qaiqM  aSjEqa  aq;  ;nqaj  o; 
papaaaojdpuB  ‘q;SuaipajS  ;Epan3jB  ’3  -jj\[  -uoi; 
-iuyap  ui  3ui;uem  jo  s;oej  Jiaq;  ui  as[Ej  jaqya  ajaM 
uiaq;  jo  yepqypunojS  aq;  uo  ‘pajajjo  uaaq  psq  Aaq; 
qaiqM  ut  hijoj  A. iaAa  ut  suoi;n[osaj  aq;  o;  uoiysod 
■■do  ui  asnoq  aq;  ssajppE  0;  papaaaojd  suvag  -jj\[ 

•uoyEjapisuoa  japun  uoysanb  aq;  japjsuoo 
o;  asnoq  aq;  qss  uaq;  p;noqs  aq  ‘ssvd  ;ou  pip  ajns 
-uaa  jo  a;oA  aq;  jj  'aauajap  uaao  siq  ui  pjBaq  aq 
p;noqs  aq  ‘uyq  uo  ;seo  aq  ppoqs  ajnsuaa  jaq;aqM 
uaap;  sem  b;oa  aq;  ajojaq  pq;  ‘sem  paqsB  aq  yy 
— 'asnoq  aq;  josSuipaaaojd  aq;  jo  Abm  aq;  ui  a[0E;s 
-qo  Aue  Aiojq;  0;  q6iM  ;ou  pip  aq  pres  suivpy  'jjq 
•uoi;oui  siq  Majpq;iM  uvSijjipi  -jj^ 
•pjEaq  aq  o;  papuEui^p 
aq  iasnoq  aq;  jo  spunq  aq;  ;e  aaysnf  papuEinap  aj; 
— qnsAajd  p[noqs  uoyotu  e qans  ;Bq;  usq;  ajora  miq 
aAaijSSs  pjnoa  5uiq;ou  ;Eq;  a;E;s  ppiOAA  aq  ‘asnoq 
aq;  jo  uoissiuuad  aq;  japun  ‘pres  siuvpy  -jj\[ 

•;;  MEjpq;iM  ^qnjjaaqo  p;noM  ("jy 
•jjy)  aq  ‘uoi;ora  aq;  ;e  paAaijSSBya;  syasnqoESSBjq 
tuojj  uEuiaquaS  aq;  ji  ‘;Eq;  pres  uvSijiij if  -jjy 
•jsq  aq;  ;e  ;ud[na  b se  ‘ijpuoa 
-as  ‘pus  'asnoq  aq;  jo  jaqraaui  e sb  ;sjp  i^iDEdEa 
»[qnop  e ui  ajaq  poo;s  ajj  -poo;s  aq  qaiqM  ui  uoi; 
-En;is  aq;  japisuoa  o;  asnoq  aq;  paqsE  st uvpy  'j  jy 

•uoyoui 

;Bq;  uo  sXeu  pus  sna^  aq;  joj  papBO  uospi/Q  -jjy 

•aiqB;  aq;  uo  ;aafqns  a[oqM  aq;  ^b;  o;  pa 
-aouj  ‘uoissnasip  aq;  uiojj  ynsaj  p;noa  poo2  (BayoBjd 
ou  ;Bq;  uoyaiAuoa  siq  3uissajdxa  Ja;jB  puB  ‘s;;as 
-nqaBSSBxy  uiojj  UBuia|;ua3  aq;  o;  uotpqaj  ui  payiui 
-qns  uaaq  psq  qaiqM  suoiysodoad  aq;  jjb  o;  uo;;isod 
-do  ui  sqjBUiajXjo;Bjajd  autos  .ia;jB  ‘uvSifliffl  Miy 
•uoi;n[osaj  aq;  jo  ;joddns  ut  ‘q;3ua[  ;b  asnoq  aq;  pa 
-ssajppE  ‘joop  aq;  o;  pa;;i;ua  sem  oqM  ‘i/atiajy  ‘Jjy 

•uaAiS  ;sb;  ;uarapuauiE  aq;  0;  ;uaaipuaore  aq; 
uo  sem  Suipuad  jf[a;Biparauii  uoysanb  aq;  puy 
•asBaaMou  ;onpuoa  stqo;  pjB3ajuis3uipaaaojd  jaq; 
-Jnj  he  ajojajaq;  ‘pa;uasajd  aq  0;  ;ou  ;qSno  ;t  ;nq; 
uoiuido  jo  sem  asnoq  aq;  ji  uoi;i;ad  aq;  ;uasajd  o; 
Japo  o;  ;ou  uoi;ua;uisiq  poAAOAB  3uiABq  puB  ‘sbaejs 
uiojj  aq  o;  Suyjodjnd  uoi;i;ad  aq;  o;  se  jaqBads  aq; 
jo  apEui  au  Xiinbui  aq;  ui  ‘asnoq  aq;  o;  jnjpadsaj 
-sip  Suiq;  Aub  Suiop  jo  uSisap  ;|b  pauireiasip  A'|uraa[ 
-os  SuiABq  smvpy  ■£  -uoqaq;  ;bi;x  ‘pdcijossy 
•uoiun  aq;  0;  Auiaua  ub  pun  ‘q;nos  aq;  jo  s;q3u  aq; 
‘asnoq  au;  jo  s3uqaaj  aq;  jo  ssaipjaSaj  se  pajapisuoa 
aq  o;  ;q3no  asnoq  aq;  o;  uoi;i;ad  qans  Aub  ;uosajd 
jayBajaq  jjBqs  oqM  jaquiaui  Aub  ;Bqx  ‘paujosay 
•uoiun  aq;  jo  A;uSa;ui  au;  3uua3uBp 
-ua  puB  ‘sa;B;s  3uip[oqaABjs  aq;  jo  s;q3u  aq;  uiojj 
SuyBSojap  ;noq;iM  asnoq  siq;  0;  pa;uasajd  aq  una 
uiaq;  uiojj  uoyyad  ou  ;Bq;  pire  ‘uoiun  siq;  jo  saAB|s 
aq;  o;  Suojaq  ;ou  saop  uoyyad  jo  ;q3u  aq;  ;Bqx 
yuaiupuaraB  3utmo[|oj  aq;  pajaj 
-jo  ajojo;ajaq  uojfvj  -jjy  ;uauipuaraB  qaiqAA  ox 

•a[quayDEjd  sb  uoos  sb  auiBs  aq;  ;jod 
-aj  puB  ‘asnoq  aq;  jo  jaquiaui  Aub  Aq  apEui  uaaq  SBq 
;dtna;;B  qans  Aub  jaq;aqM  ;dbj  aq;  o;ui  ajinbui  0; 
pa;uiodds  aq  oayiinuioa  b ;Bqx  ‘uayf.inf  ‘paa/osay 
•asnoq  aq;  jo  ajnsuaa  aq;  o;  jjasuiiq 
spafqns  Aysnf  aures  aq;  jo  AqinS  jaquiaui  Aub  pus 
iApoq  aq;  jo  A;iu3ip  aq;  q;tM  ajqyBduioaui  ‘uoisnj 
-uoa  pus  ajtj;s  ui;i  pojquia  o;  papinopa  ‘asnoq  aq; 
jo  ;duia;uoa  b si  ‘uoiun  aq;  jo  ;jcd  Aub  tuojj  ‘saoj3 
-au  aajj  jo  oiSau  ‘sbaejs  jo  8ab|s  Aub  uiojj  jeijoui 


:yas 

-ui  pus  ,/payosay,,  pjo.u  aq;  jayu  |[b  ;no  ajfiyg 
:wnufig  -jjy  Aq  pajajjo  ajoj 
-o;ajaq  sbaa  ;uampuauiE  SuiMqjoj  aq;  qaiqM  ox 
•saAiyyuasajdaj  jo  asnoq 
aq;  jo  aauasajd  eq;  ut  ‘jaqEads  aq;  uiojj  ajnsuaa  b 
aAiaaaj  sue vpy  -5  '£  presajojE  aq;  ;sqx  ‘pacijosd y 
•asnoq  siq;  jo  ajnsuaa  aq;  saAjasap 
aq  ‘aures  aq;  joj  ‘pq;  puB  !ue3jo  Jiaq;  aq  0;  ssauip 
-E3J  siq  jo  due  ‘uoyyad  o;  ;q3u  aq;‘eAEq  sbaeis  ;Eq; 
Eapraq;  o;jo[oa  ubaiS  SBq  ‘(uoipyuasajdsy  0;  Ajeu 
-luiyajd  se)  ‘pa;dopE  ajojopjaq  uoyiqosaj  e jo  3ui 
-UEatn  aq;  uiq;iM  sem  ;i  ji  3uijinbui  puB  ‘sdavp  luouf 
uoilipd  v aq  o;  Suyjodjnd  ‘jadad  e uoissassod  siq 
ui  pBq  aq  ;eq;  aoB|d  siq  ui  Soi;e;s  Aq  ‘asnoq  aq;  jo 
jaquiaui  e ‘siuvpy  -5  uyof  -uoq  aq;  ;Eqx  ‘pan^osay 
:uosdwoi/£  -j;y  jo  uoynjosaj  pagipom  3ui 
-Moyoj  aq;  uo  sem  asnoq  aq;  ajojaq  uoysanb  aqx 
•;se|  Anpsanx  uo  ;uauiujnofpE  jo  jnoq 
aq;  ;b  uoyEjapisuoa  japun  aSajiAud  jo  uoysanb  aq; 
sem  ssauisnq  paqsiuijun  aqx  "6  '1dJ[  ‘dvpsxnyx 

[•Mojjora-o; 

[yun  pauod;sod  sea\  ;aa(qns  aq;  jo  uoyEjapisuoa 
jaqynj  aq;  ‘pa;B;s  ajojaq  sy]  y yay  ‘A»psaupayy 
■paujnofpB  asnoq  aq;  ‘qoojap  9 ;b  ‘og 
•^S  saou 

‘101  saAo — 3at;bu7jijb  aq;  ut  pappap  sbm  ujnof 
-pB  o;  uoyoui  aq;  ‘uaqB;  Suiaq  uoysanb  aq;  ‘puy 
•pasnjaj  ajaM  qaiqM 

‘sAbu  puB  ssaA  aq;  joj  pajpeo  Su^p.iquivQ  -jjy 

•uoyom 

pip  apEui  aq  puB  i;uauiujnofpB  ub  q;iM  unq  a3[np 
-ui  pjnoM  asnoq  aq;  ji  pBjS  eq  ‘piBs  aq  ‘pjnoM  aq 
‘S5[jcinaj  siq  Suiytinqns  jo  ‘moq  ap[  siq;  ;b  ‘appadBa 
jpsraiq  Siiyaaj  ;ou  ;nq  iasnoq  aq;  ssa’jppB  o;  ajisap 
siq  papuiyui  puB  joop  aq;  paure;qo  youauj  Mjy 

•SuvysrtQ  puB  ‘Aqan; 
-ua^;  jo  HiooypQ  ;(noyBUEidxa  ut)  ‘smvpy  ‘ uos 
-dweyx  'Al  ’sissapy  Aqpanuyuoa  SBMapqapaqx 
•asBaa  aaou  pnpuoa  siq  o;  pjESaj  ui  s3uipaaaojd  jaq; 
-jnj  ys  ajojajaq;  ipapasajd  aq  0;  ;ou  ;qSno  ;i  pq; 
uoiuido  jo  SEAi  asnoq  aq;  ji  uoyyad  aq;  ;uasajd  0; 
Jajjo  o;  ;ou  uoyua;ut  siq  paMOAB  SuiABq  ptre  ‘sbaejs 
uiojj  aq  o;  Suyjodand  uoyyad  aq;  o;  se  jaqBads  aq; 
jo  apEui  aq  Ajinbui  aq;  u;  ‘asnoq  aq;  o;  jnjpadsaj 
-sip  Suiq;  Aub  3u;op  jo  uSisap  jjb  pauiiEjasip  Ajutuaj 
-os  3uiABq  smvpy  ■£)  '£  ‘uoq  aq;  pqx  ‘panjosa y 
■Uoiun  aqj  o;  Aureua  ub  puc  ‘qinos  aq;  ;o  S)q3ii  aq; 
‘asnoq  aq;  jo  sSuqaaj  aq;  jo  ssajpjBSaj  sb  pajapisuoa 
aq  o;  ;qSno  asnoq  aq;  o;  uoyyad  qans  Aub  ;uasajd 
jayBaiaq  yaqs  oqM  jaquiaui  Aub  pqx  ‘paajosa y 
•uoiun  aq;  jo  Ajij3a;ui  aq;  3u;jaSuBpua  pire 
‘sa;B;s  SuipjoqaABjs  aq;  jo  s;q3u  aq;  uiojj  Sui;bS 
-ojap  ;noq;iM  asnoq  siq;  o;  pa;uasajd  aq  ubd  uiaq; 
ujojj  uoiji;ad  ou  pq;  puB  ‘uoiun  siq;  jo  sbaejs  aq; 
o;  Suojaq  ;ou  saop  uo;;i;ad  jo  ;qS;j  aq;  pqx 

ISMOJJOJ 

sb  Suijjasut  pus  £poajos) y„  pjoM  aq;  ja;p  jjb  ;uo 
3uijjij;s  Aq  pauipuaure  aq;  paAoui  ue;;»y  'jj\j 

‘UMBjp 

-q;iA\.  sbm  japjo  jo  ;uiod  aq;  ‘uoip6jaAuoa  Ajo;jus 
-ap  auios  JayB  ‘puB  ijapjo  ui  ajaM  suoipjosaj  aq; 
pq;  uoiuido  papjaap  siq  passajdxa  Myvads  aqj^ 
•japjo  ui  ;ou  ajaM  Aaq;  papuayioo  aq  ‘ajoj 
-ajaq;  ‘puB  ‘Ajinbui  aq;  jo  ajnpu  aq;  paSireqa  suoy 
-njosaj  om;  aq;  se  qanuisGui  ‘aSajiAjjd  jo  uoysanb 
b aq  o;  asBaa  pjnoM  ‘paMojjB  ajaM  piainpuauiB  siq; 
ji  ‘uoysanb  aq;  pq;  ijapjo  ui  ;ou  sbm  pampuaiuB 
pq;  pq;  ‘japjo  jo  ;uiod  aq;  pasiBJ  uaq;  -<j  -jj^j 
■(mnuHq  'J]\j)  ‘euijojb3  qjjoy  uiojj  uBuiaj;uaS 
aq;  Aq  pasodojd  ;uompuauiB  aq;  piBS  xyoyo  aqx 

jasnoq  aq;  ajoj 

-aq  uoipanb  aq;  sbm  pqM  pajtnbui  sditfiyj  -jj\j 
■uoiyqosaj  aq;  o;  uoiysod 
-do  ui  ‘saavJLQ  -jjjj  Aq  panu;;uoa  sbm  apqap  aq 

•ajqBaijaBjd  sb  uoos  sb  aures  aq;  podaj  puu 
‘asnoq  aq;  jo  jaquiaui  Aub  Aq  opBUi  uaaq  seij  ;duia; 
-p  qans  Aub  jaqpqM  ;aBj  aq;  o;ui  ajinbui  0;  pa 
-juioddB  aq  aayiuiuioa  b pqx  ‘JJyp/n/  ‘paajosay 

■asnoq  aq;  jo  ajnsuaa  aq;  o;  jjasiniq 
spafqns  Aysnf  auiBs  aq;  jo  AjynS  jaquiaui  Aub  pire 
iApoq  aq;  jo  AjiuSip  aq;  q;iM  ajqipduioaui  ‘uots 
-njuoo  puB  ajjj;s  ui  ji  yojquia  o;  papjnopa  ‘asnoq 
aq;jo;duia;uoa  b si  ‘uoiun  aq;jo;jsd  Aub  uiojj ‘soojS 
-ou  aajj  jo  oj.8ou  ‘sbaejs  jo  3abjs  Aub  uiojj  jeijoui 
-aui  jo  uoyyad  Aub  ;uasajd  0;  ;dma;p  Aub  pqx 

yjas 

-ur  puB  ((‘pan;osay,,  pjoM  aq;  Jays  yt  ;no  oiji.yg 

:SuiMoyoj  aq;  3uyn;ysns  Aq  uoi; 
-njosaj  payipoin  aq;  puaure  o;  paAoui  xunufipp  -jj\p 

•w/iw/iy  jiub  iqoDupj  'fiasppp  ‘pjof 
-\y  ifuoipuBjdxa  uy)  1 JL3Sy.ru f)  ‘uospoqoy  ’saavjf) 
‘ja/mny  ifuoijBUBjdxa  ui)  'Suopxqmvj  ‘siiai/a?y 
‘3.iow 23  ‘sjssapq  Aq  panuyaoa  sbm  apqap  aqx 
— uosdvioyx  'yj;  -jj\j  jo  uo;;nj 
-osaj  payipoui  aq;  uo  Sujjjuaaj  uoi;sanb  aq;  puy 
yuauipuaure  siq  AiajpqyM  ‘uoipB  jaipaads  o;  paf 
-qus  aq;  Sui3u;jq  ui  pie  o;  MaiA  b qyM  -jj  \ip\j 

— ssu/mpf  -jj\f 

jo  poiupuauiB  aq;  uo  Sujjjnaaj  uoysanb  aq;  puy 
_^imnE3tni>oui  011;  paidaaaB  vosthuoyp  'jj  -jpij; 


•saAippasajdaj  jo  asnoq 
aq;  jo  aauasajd  aq;  ui  ‘jaipads  aq;  uiojj  ajnsuaa  e 
aAiaaaj  swtrpy  -5  •/  piEsajoje  aqj  pqx  ‘paa/ony 

■asnoq  siq;  jo  ajnsuaa  aqj  saAjasap  aq  Puies 
3q;  -ioj  ‘pq;  pus  !ubSjo  Jiaq;  aq  o;  ssainpBaj  siq  jo 
pus  ‘uoyyad  o;  ;q3ij  aty  axBq  sbaejs  pq;  Bapi  aq; 
0;  jo|od  ubaiS  SBq  ‘(uoys;uasajd  syi  o;  AjEunuijajJ 
sb)  ‘pa;dopB  ajojo;ajaq  uoipjosaj  e jo  SiuuEam 
aq;  uiqyM  sea\  ;i  ji  SuiJinbui  pire  ‘siavp  moaf 
uoijipd  v aq  o;  Suipiodind  ‘jadad  b uoissassod  siq  ui 
pBq  aq  pq;  aaBjd  siq  ut  SuyBjs  Aq  ‘asnoq  aq;  jo  jaq 
-raaui  b ‘sunrpy  -5  uyop  -uoq  aq;  pqx  ‘paa/osjy 
:suoi;njosaj  aajq;  siq  joj  a;ny;sqns  b sb  3uimoj 
-joj  aq;  ;daaaB  0;  (uo$dwoyjt  'jjy ) buijojbq  iynog 
uiojj  uBmaj;ua3  aq;  o;  pa;sa3Sns  3jooSutoj([  -jj\j 
•3jooSuioj<j  puu  smvpy 
■sjssaj^r  Aq  q;Suaj  ;bbj3  -tiax  p passajp 
-pB  sbm  86noq  aq;  pue  ‘pauuisaj  sbm  areqap  aqx 

yuaui 

-puauiB  siq;  uo  seaa  uoysanb  Surpuad  aq;  puy 
,,-saABjs  jo  uoyyad  aq;  asnoq  aq;  o;  yiasajd  o; 
pa;dcuayB  SuiABq  joj  ‘A]SnipjoaaE  pajnsuaa  si  pus 
‘asnoq  siq;  jo  ajnsuaa  ;sajaAas  aq;  o;  aypy  Aysnf 
jjasunq  pajapuaj  SBq  ‘syasnqasssBj^  jo  ap;s  aq; 
uiojj  aAip;uasajdaj  b ‘sruivpy  fomnfo  uynp  pqx.- 

— ;jas 

-ut  pus  ./pan/osay,,  pjoM  aq;  jayE  yE  ;no  aqij;g 

:spjoA\  3ui 

-Aioyoj  aq;  ui  si  sdufivjj  -jj^  jo  ;uauipuauiE  aqx 
•suoyniosaj  3uipaaajd  aq;  ui  0;  pcujy 
-aj  ;anpuoa  siq  joj  asnoq  siq;  jo  ajnsuaa  aq;  aAiaa 
-aj  sutvpy  £)  uyop  -uoq  aq;  pqx  ‘pa.i/osay  -r 
■asnoq  aq;  q;;M  payu;  sEq  ‘;ou  sea\  ;i  pq;  Aiauq  aq 
uaqM  ‘AjaAEjs  jo  uoyyoqE  aq;  joj  seai  uoyyad  pres 
aq;  pq; ‘uoissajduy  aq;  japun  asnoq  aq;  Suiaeo[ 
puE  ‘uoissajduy  aq;  Suipajo  Aq  ‘pauiBU  ajoqE  ‘syas 
-nqaESSBjq  uiojj  jaquiaui  aq;  pqx  ‘pan;osay  r 

•asnoq  siq;  jo  ;dnia;uoa  ssoj3  e pa; 
-ymraoa  sbij  ‘s?abjs  uiojj  uoyyad  e ;uasajd  o;  yojja 
ue  Aq  ‘svivpy  -5  ui/o/”uoq  aq;  pqx  ‘p30jos3}f  •; 

:sA\cyoj  se  spBaj  ayyysqns 
qaiqM  ptre  ‘uoynjosaj  puiSiJo  siq  joj  a;n;ysqns 
e se  ‘vosdmoyx  '/d  'J]\[  Aq  pajajjo  suoiyqosaj  aaji  ; 
aq;  o;  sauHvjp  -jj\[  jo  pampuauiE  aty  uo  3uiaq  uoi; 
-sanb  Suipuad  aq;  iSuiuaAa  ;sci  asnoq  aq;  ;o  yiaui 
-ujuofpE  aq;  p uoipjapisuoo  japun  ‘aSayiAud  jo  uoi; 
-sanb  aq;  jo  uoyEjapisuoa  aq;  pauinsaj  asnoq  aqx 
•o;  paajSs  sca\  yiainpuasiB  aqx 

•uotpaqipoui 

e sb  pampuauiB  aq;  pa;daaaB  ( vosdmoyx  vy 
bui|°jb3  Mfnog  raojj  UBtuayuaS  aq;  pq;  puB  ‘uoi; 
-n|osaj  aq;  puauiB  o;  paAoui  jaqynj  (sims'j  ’jj\i) 
BiuBqBjy  uiojj  ireuiayuaS  aq;  pq;  uoajaq;  Jtad 
-dB  pjuoqs  y pq;  sb  pujnof  aq;  puauiB  o;  os  paAoui 
suivpy  -jj\[  ‘uoipsjaAuoo  Ajoynsap  actios  Jayy 
•uoiysodojd  aq;  Suyyuiqns 
sb  pujnof  aq;  uo  jBaddu  pjnoqs  unq  uo  ajnsuaa  jo 
uoynjosaj  b ssud  o;  uoiysodojd  b pajayo  pBq  oqM 
jaquiaui  Aubab  pq;  paqsiM  aq  pjBS  suivpy  -jj\f 

-BUI[0JB3 

q;nog  cno.y  uuniayuaS  aq;  Aq  uoyBaiypoui  b sb  pa 
-;daaaB  uaaq  pBq  uoyiqosaj  aq;  pres  Ja.yaarfs  aqx 
•uoiysodojd  puysip 
b sb  pampuauiB  siq  payiasajd  pBq  BuiBqBjy  tuojj 
UBiuayuaS  oq;pq;poo;sjapun  aq  pres  sunrpy  'jj\f 

■aa s ‘uoyiqosaj  siq  payipoui  ‘(st 
-moj  -jjq)  ‘BraBqB[y  uiojj  UGuiayuoS  aq;  jo  uoysaS 
-Sus  aq;  uo  ‘buiiojbq  iynog  idojj  ireuiayuaS  aq;  pq; 
‘sem  pujnof  aq;  uo  Aj;ua  aq;  pres  uj.yvads  aqj 

■{sms’!  -jjq) 

BtUBqBiy  uiojj  UBuiayuaS  aq;  Aq  pajayo  uaaq  peq 
japBJBqa  pq;  jo  uoyiqosaj  b pq;  yjSnoq;  -y  jiq 
— ’tniq  uodn  ajnsuaa  jo  suoynjosaj  paAoui  psq  oipM 
(saufivjq  -jjq)  BiSjoag  pun  (uosdutoyx  'Al  JIVl) 
Buyareg  q;nog  uiojj  asoiy  UBiy  sjaquiaui  jaq;o 
ajaM  ajaq;  ;q3noq;  ajj  -y  ut  uoissiuio  ub  sbaa 
ajaq;  pq;  uoisuaqajddB  siq  passajcfxa  suivpy  Mjq 
‘pBaj  uaaq  3uiABq  pujnof  aqx  'i  pay  ‘dvpsanx 

•paujnof 

-pB  asnoq  aq;  ‘uoysanb  aq;  Suiap;  potyiM  ‘uaqM 

ijdfxu»£  puB  J3jmv!  ‘fou 
-yavij  ‘yjoosvif)  ‘simaj  7/  -q  Auapjqwvj  ‘suayjij 
•sjssajtf  Aq  paiiuyuoa  Jaqynj  sbm  apqap  aqx 
•suoiyqosaj  3uipaaajd  aq;  ui 
o;  pauajaj  pnpuoa  siq  joj  asnoq  aq;  jo  ajnsuaa  aq; 
aAiaaaj  sw vpy  -fo  uyop  -uoq  aq;  pqx  ‘pan/osa^  -g 
•asnoq  aq;  qyM  payu;  SBq  ‘;ou  sem  y pq;  Mauq  aq 
uaqM  Ajoab|s  jo  uoyijoqB  aq;  joj  sba\  uoyyad  pres 
aq;  pq;  ‘uoissajduy  pq;  japun  ‘asnoq  at[;'3uiA\oqs 
pun  ‘uoissajduy  aq;  Sutpaja  Aq  ‘pauiBU  aAoqB  syas 
-nqoBSSBjq  uiojj  joquiam  aq;  pqx  ‘paiyosajp  -g 

•asnoq  siq;  jo  ;duia;uoa  ssoj3  b payiui 
-moD  SBq  ‘soaejs  uiojj  uoyyad  g yiasajd  o;  yojp  ub 
Aq  ‘suivpy  -?j  uyop  uoq  aq;  pqx  ‘paa/osajp  •; 

isuoynjosaj  3uiA\oyoj  aajq;  aq;  Suiyyysqns 
Aq  uoynpsaj  siq  payipoui  jaqjJiy  uaq;  ;x  'Jjq; 

•Abs  o;  aui  joj  ;ou  si 
;i  ‘ireuiayuaS  aq;  jo  Suipmys  puB  bSb  aq;  Suiyyaq 
qanui  Moq  ‘.asnoq  aq;  jo  ;duia;uoa  puoiyppB  ub  sbav 
Suyy.y  siqx  ‘asnoq  aq;  3uiAiaaapun  yioqyM  ‘apEui 
aq  o;  saqaaads  pun  ‘uoiysoddns  pq;  uo  pa;uasajd 
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NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Bailey, 
Beaumont,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Buchanan,  Wil- 
liam B.  Calhoun,  George  Chambers,  Clark,  Cush- 
ing, Darlington,  Denny,  Evans,  Everett,  Granger, 
Grennell,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hairer,  Hazeltine, 
Henderson,  Hoar,  Ingersoll,  Wm  Jackson,  Janes, 
Lawrence,  Lay,  Lincoln,  Love,  Job  Mann,  McCar- 
ty, McKennan,  Milligan,  Parker,  Phillips,  Potts, 
Reed,  Russell,  Slade,  Sloane,  Vinton,  Elisha  Whit- 
tlesey, Young — 45. 

So  the  house  determined  that  the  vote  should  be 
reconsidered. 

Mr.  Taylor  then  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "Resolved,”  and 
inserting: 

“That  slaves  do  not  possess  the  right  of  petition 
secured  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  by  the 
constitution.” 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Pickens, 

Mr.  Ingersoll  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  word  “that,”  and  inserting: 
The  hon.  John  Quincy  Adams  having  inquired  of 
the  speaker  whether  it  would  be  in  order  for  him  to 
present  a petition  purporting  to  be  from  slaves;  and 
the  speaker  having  appealed  to  the  house  for  in- 
structions, 

Resolved,  That  this  house  cannot  receive  the  said 
petition  without  disregarding  its  own  dignity,  the 
rights  of  a large  class  of  citizens  of  the  south  and 
west,  and  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  warmly  advocated  his  amendment 
which  was  offered  with  a view  of  insuring  tran- 
quillity and  peace.  Mr.  Vanderpoel  hoped  his  col- 
league (Mr.  Taylor)  would  accept  the  modification 
and  addressed  the  house  at  some  length  in  favor  of 
it.  Mr.  Johnson  of  Lou.  proposed  the  following 
amendment  to  the  resolution;  add  to  the  end  the 
words  “and  endangering  the  union.” 

The  amendment  not  being  in  order  at  this  time, 
(an  amendment  to  an  amendment  being  pending), 
Mr.  J.  asked  Mr.  Ingersoll  to  accept  this  modifica- 
tion, but  he  declined  doing  so. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  modified  his  resolution  as  follows: 
“An  inquiry  having  been  made  by  an  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  whether  a paper 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  purporting  to  be  a peti- 
tion from  certain  slaves,  and  declaring  themselves 
to  be  slaves,  came  within  the  order  of  the  house  of 
the  18th  January,  and  the  said  paper  not  having 
been  received  by  the  speaker,  he  stated  that,  in  a 
case  so  extraordinary  and  novel  he  would  take  the 
advice  and  counsel  of  the  house.” 

The  subject  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Patton,  Su- 
therland, Bynum,  Bouldin,  and  W.  Thompson. 

[Mr.  Howard  here  gave  notice  (being  entitled  so 
to  do,  the  question  to  which  the  notice  referred  be- 
ing one  of  privilege),  that  he  should  move  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Lincoln),  directing 
Mr.  R.  M.  Whitney  to  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the 
house,  had  been  adopted.] 

The  subject  under  discussion  was  further  debated 
by  Messrs.  Lane,  Wise,  Harrison,  Underwood,  and 
Craig;  and  after  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Anthony, 
appealing  to  the  house  to  meet  the  question  without 
further  discussion,  Mr.  Taylor  indicated  his  accept- 
ance of  Mr.  Ingersoll’s,  modified  resolution  as  a 
modification  of  his  own. 

Mr.  Adams  then  moved  to  amend  the  resolution, 
first  by  inserting  after  the  words  “order  of  the  18th 
of  January,”  the  words  “which  order  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing words.” 

“ Resolved , That  all  petitions,  momorials,  resolu- 
tions, propositions  or  papers,  relating  in  any  way, 
or  to  any  extent  whatever,  to  the  subject  of  slavery, 
or  the  abolition  of  slavery,  shall,  without  being  either 
printed  or  referred,  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  that 
no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had  thereon.” 
Mr.  A.  said,  probably  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania would  accept  of  this  as  a modification. — 
Mr.  Ingersoll  said  he  certainly  could  not  do  so;  and, 
if  the  gentlemen  wished,  he  would  assign  his  rea- 
sons. Mr.  Adams  said  he  should  be  perfectly  wil- 
ling to  hear  the  gentleman’s  reasons  hereafter,  but 
he  could  not  now  yield  the  floor.  Mr.  A.  then  stat- 
ed his  second  amendment,  which  was  to  strike  out 
all  after  the  word  “resolved,”  and  insert  “ that  the 
said  paper,  as  stated  by  the  member  from  Massa- 
chusetts, is  not  within  the  said  order  of  the  house.” 
Mr.  A.  then  addressed  the  house  at  great  length,  in 
relation  to  the  causes,  progress  and  effects  of  the 
discussion  of  the  past  week. 

Mr.  Taylor  modified  his  resolution  by  adding 
“ Resolved , That  slaves  do  not  possess  the  right  of 
petition  secured  to  the  citzens  of  the  United  States 
by  the  constitution.” 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  Gran- 
ger, Alford,  Taliaferro,  Adams,  and  W.  Thompson. 
Mr.  W.  Thompson  accepted  the  whole  modified 
resolution  as  a substitute  for  his  original  proposition. 


Mr.  C.  Johnson  demanded  the  previous  question. 
And  there  was  a second. 

And  the  house  determined  that  the  main  ques- 
tion should  be  now  taken. 

Mr.  Vanderjtoel  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  main  question;  which  were  ordered.  A divi- 
sion of  the  question  was  then  called  for;  which  was 
ordered.  And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the 
first  branch  of  the  main  question,  which  is  in  the 
following  words: 

“An  inquiry  having  been  made  by  an  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  whether  a paper 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  purporting  to  be  a peti- 
tion from  certain  slaves,  and  declaring  themselves  to 
be  slaves,  came  within  the  order  of  the  house  of  the 
18th  of  January,  and  the  said  paper  not  having  been 
received  by  the  speaker,  he  stated  that,  in  a case,  so 
extraordinary  ana  novel,  he  would  take  the  advice 
and  counsel  of  the  house. 

Resolved,  That  this  house  cannot  receive  said  peti- 
tion without  disregarding  its  own  dignity,  the  rights 
of  a large  class  of  citizens  of  the  south  and  west, 
and  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

And  the  question  was  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alford,  Chilton  Allan,  Anthony, 
Ash,  Ashley,  Bean,  Bell,  Black,  Bockee,  Boon, 
Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Bunch,  Bynum,  John  Cal- 
hoon,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  John 
Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  N.  H.  Clai- 
borne, John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Con- 
nor, Corwin,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crary,  Cushman,  Daw- 
son, Deberry,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Elmore,  Fair- 
field,  Farlin.  Fowler,  French,  Fry,  Galbraith,  James 
Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Gholson,  Gillet,  Glascock, 
Graham,  Grantland,  Graves,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall, 
Hamer,  Hannegan,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper,  Albert 
G.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Hop- 
kins, Howard,  Howe.l,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntington, 
Huntsman,  Ingersoll,  Ingham-,  Jarvis,  Jenifer,  Jos. 
Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Henry 
Johnson,  John  W.  Jonss,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Klingen- 
smith,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawler,  Lay,  Gideon 
Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Luke  Lea,  Leo- 
nard, Lewis,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Abijah 
Mann,  Job  Mann,  Martin,  William  Mason,  Moses 
Mason,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  McComas,  McKay, 
McKeon,  McLene,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  rage,  Parks, 
Patterson,  Patton,  Franklin  Pierce,  J.  A.  Pearce, 
Pearson,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Pinckney,  Rencher,  John 
Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Richardson,  Robertson, 
Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  Agustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Standefer,  Sutherland,  Ta- 
liaferro, Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Waddy 
Thompson,  Turrill,  Underwood,  Varderpoel,  Wage- 
ner,  Ward,  Webster,  Weeks,  White,  T.  T.  Whit- 
tlesey, Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Wise, 
Yell,  Young — 160. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Beau- 
mont, Bond,  Borden,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Carr, 
George  Chambers,  Child3,  Clark,  Crane,  Cushing, 
Darlington,  Denny,  Evans,  Samuel  S.  Harrison, 
Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Herod,  William  Jackson, 
Janes,  Lincoln,  Love,  McKennon,  Morris,  Parker, 
D.  J.  Pearce,  Phillips,  Potts,  Russell,  Slade,  Sloane, 
Spangler,  Sprague,  Elisha  Whittlesey — 35. 

So  the  first  resolution  was  adopted. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  tie  second 
branch  of  the  main  question,  which  is  in  the  follow- 
ing words: 

Resolved,  That  slaves  do  not  possess  th<  right  of 
petition  secured  to  the  citizens  of  the  Unitbd  States 
by  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Haley  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table;  which  motion  was  rejected. 

And  the  question  on  the  second  branch  of  the 
main  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alford,  C.  Allan,  Ash,  Ashley, 
Bean,  Bell,  Black,  Bockee,  Bond,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Bovee,  Boyd,  Bunch,  Burns,  Bynum,  John  Calhoon, 
Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  George 
Chambers,  J.  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cha- 
pin, Childs,  Nath.  H.  Claiborne,  j.  F.  H.  Claiborne, 
Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cramer, 
Crary,  Cashing,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Dou- 
bleday, Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Elmore,  Fairfield,  Far- 
lin, Fowler,  French,  Fry,  Galbraith,  James  Garland, 
Rice  Garland,  Gholson,  Gillett,  Glascock,  Graham, 
Grantland,  Graves,  Joseph  Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegan, 
Hardin,  Harlan.  Harper,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Haw- 
kins, Haynes,  Herod,  Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  How- 
ard, Howell,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Jar- 
vis, Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
C.  Johnson,  Henry  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Ken- 
non, Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Lane,  Lansing,  Law- 
ler, Lay,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Thomas  Lee, 
Luke  Lea,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas, 
Lyon,  A.  Mann,  Job  Mann,  Martin,  Wm.  Mason, 


Noses  Mason,  Sampson  Mason,  Maury,  McComas, 
McKay,  McKeon,  McLene,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mont- 
gomery, Moore,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page, 
Arks,  Patterson,  Patton,  Franklin  Pierce,  J.  A. 
ftarce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Pinck- 
noy,  Rencher,  Jos.  Reynolds,  Richardson,  Robert- 
son, Rogers,  Schenck,  Wm.  B.  Shepard,  Augustine 
H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Spangler, 
Standefer,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  J.  Thomp- 
son, W.  Thompson,  Turrill,  Underwood,  Vander- 
poel, Wagener,  Ward,  Webster,  Weeks,  White,  Eli- 
sha Whittlesey,  T.T.  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams, 
Sherrod  Williams,  Yell,  Young — 162. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Beau- 
mont, Borden,  Darlington,  Denny,  Haley,  Hazel- 
tine, Ingersoll,  William  Jackson,  Janes,  Love,  Par- 
ker, Phillips,  Potts,  Russell,  Slade,  Slone — 18. 

Henry  A.  Wise,  excused. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  speaker  announced  that  the  warrant  issued 
for  the  arrest  of  R.  M.  Whitney  had  been  served, 
and  that  that  individual  was  now  in  the  custody  of 
the  sergeant-at-arms,  waiting  the  further  pleasure 
of  the  house. 

Mr.  Howard,  withdrew  his  motion  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  resolution  directing  R.  M. 
Whitney  to  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  house  had 
been  adopted. 

Mr.  Calhoon,  of  Kentucky,  offered  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  now  in  the 
custody  of  the  sergeant-at-arms,  be  brought  to  the 
bar  of  this  house  to  answer  for  an  alleged  contempt 
of  the  house,  in  peremptorily  refusing  to  appear, 
and  give  evidence  as  a witness  on  a summons  duly 
issued  by  a select  committee,  acting  by  the  authori- 
ty of  this  house  under  a resolution  of  the  17th  of 
January  last,  and  in  the  matter  of  a letter,  expres- 
sing said  refusal,  addressed  by  the  said  Reuben  M. 
Whitney  to  the  committee,  and  by  the  committee 
referred  to  the  house;  and  that  he  be  forthwith  fur- 
nished with  a copy  of  the  report  of  said  committee, 
and  of  the  letter  aforesaid. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hannegan,  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  Feb.  13.  The  speaker  announced  that 
Reuben  M.  Whitney,  now  in  custody  for  an  alleged 
contempt  of  the  authority  of  the  house,  was  with- 
out the  bar  waiting  the  further  pleasure  of  the  house. 

The  chair  also  stated  that  the  accused  had  been 
furnished  with  copies  of  the  papers  referred  to  in  the 
resolution  adopted  on  Saturday  last. 

Mr.  Patton  moved  that  the  sergeant-at-arms  be 
directed  to  bring  the  prisoner  to  the  bar  of  thebouse: 
which  motion  prevailed. 

The  accused  having  been  placed  at  the  bar,  the 
speaker  addressed  him  as  follows: 

“Reuben  M.  Whitney:  You  have  been  brought 
before  the  house  by  its  order  to  answer  the  charge 
of  an  alleged  contempt  of  this  house,  in  having  pe- 
remptorily refused  to  give  evidence  in  obedience  to 
a summons  duly  issued  by  a committee  of  this  house, 
which  committee  had,  by  an  order  of  the  house, 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

"Before  you  are  called  upon  to  answer  in  any 
manner  to  the  subject  matter  of  this  charge,  it  is  my 
duty  as  the  presiding  officer  of  this  house  to  inform 
you  that,  by  an  order  of  the  house,  you  will  be  al- 
lowed counsel,  should  you  desire  it.  If  you  have 
any  request  to  make  in  relation  to  this  subject,  your 
request  will  now  be  received  and  considered  by  the 
house.  If,  however,  you  are  now  ready  to  proceed, 
in  the  investigation  of  the  charge,  you  will  state  it, 
and  the  house  will  take  order  accordingly.” 

To  which  the  accused  replied,  that  he  held  in  his 
hand  a paper  in  relation  to  the  charge;  which  he  re- 
spectfully requested  might  be  received  and  read. 

The  following  paper  was  then  read: 

The  undersigned  answers  that  his  refusal  to  at- 
tend the  committee  upon  the  summons  of  its  chair- 
man, was  not  intended  or  believed  by  him  to  be  dis- 
respectful to  the  honorable  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, nor  does  he  now  believe  that  he  thereby  com- 
mitted a contempt  of  the  house. 

His  reasons  for  refusing  to  attend  the  committee 
are  truly  stated  in  his  letter  to  that  committee. 

He  did  not  consider  himself  bound  to  obey  a sum- 
mons issued  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee. 

He  had  attended  in  obedience  to  such  a summons 
before  another  committee,  voluntarily,  and  without 
objections  to  the  validity  of  the  process;  and  would 
have  attended  in  the  same  way  before  the  present 
committee,  but  for  the  belief  that  he  might  thereby 
be  exposed  to  insult  and  violence. 

He  denies,  therefore,  that  he  has  committed  a con- 
tempt of  the  house,  because, 

1st.  The  process  upon  him  was  illegal,  and  he  was 
not  bound  to  obey  it.  And  secondly. 

Because  he  could  not  attend  without  exposing 
himself  thereby  to  outrage  and  violence. 

If  the  house  shall  decide  in  favor  of  the  authority 
of  the  process,  and  that  the  respondent  is  bound  to 
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obey  it,  then  he  respectfully  asks  in  such  case,  that 
in  consideration  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  it 
which  he  is  placed,  as  known  to  the  house,  the  com- 
mittee may  he  instructed  to  receive  his  testimonj 
upon  interrogatories  to  be  answered  on  oath  before  t 
magistrate,  as  has  been  done  in  other  instances  ir 
relation  to  other  witnesses.  Or  that  the  committee 
be  instructed  to  prohibit  the  use  or  introduction  of 
secret  and  deadly  weapons  in  the  committee  room 
during  the  examination  of  the  witnesses. 

And  in  case  he  shall  think  it  necessary,  he  prays 
to  be  heard  by  counsel,  and  to  be  allowed  to  offer 
testimony  on  the  matters  herein  submitted, 

Mr.  Gholson  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  Reuben  M.  Whitney  be  now  per- 
mitted to  examine  witnesses  before  this  house  in  re- 
lation to  his  alleged  contempt. 

Mr.  Haynes  said  he  understood  that  the  prisoner 
denied  the  power  of  the  house;  and  that  it  seemed 
proper  to  dispose  of  this  preliminary  question  first. 

Mr.  Patton  said  the  proper  course  would  be  for 
the  accused  to  withdraw  whilst  the  house  deliberat- 
ed as  to  the  course  it  would  pursue.  He  merely 
made  the  suggestion.  He  did  not  make  the  motion, 
because  he  aid  not  wish  to  place  himself  in  the  po- 
sition of  having  any  thing  to  do  with  this  trial. 

Mr.  Bouldin  said  he  wished  only  to  make  one  sug- 
gestion. One  proposition  of  the  gentleman  brought 
before  the  house  was,  that  he  was  willing  to  go  be- 
fore the  committee,  if  that  committee  would  go  into 
the  committee  room  unarmed.  He  (Mr.  B.)  was 
sure  the  committee  did  not  wish  to  go  into  the  room 
armed.  He  wished  to  suggest  to  the  committee  and 
to  the  house  that  this  would  avoid  all  other  trouble 
about  the  matter. 

Mr.  Lincoln  said  the  committee  towards  which 
this  contempt  had  been  committed  had  satisfied 
themselves  with  reporting  the  fact  of  the  contempt 
to  the  house,  but  that  it  was  manifest  that  the  report 
looked  to  some  action  on  the  part  of  the  house;  and 
that,  if  it  did  not — if  witnesses  could  refuse  to 
answer  questions,  and  that  refusal  was  passed  over 
in  silence,  committees  could  no  longer  proceed  in 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  imposed  on  them.  For 
the  purpose  of  indicating  the  course  which  he 
thought  the  house  should  pursue,  he  would  offer  the 
following  as  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  “ Resolved ” and  in- 
sert, 

“That  a committee  of  privileges,  consisting  of 
members,  be  appointed,  and  instructed  to  re- 
port a mode  of  proceeding  in  the  case  of  R.  M.  Whit- 
ney, who  is  now  in  custody  by  virtue  of  an  order  of 
this  house;  and  that  said  committee  have  leave  to 
execute  the  duty  assigned  to  them  immediately.” 

Mr.  Mercer  hoped  the  house  would  adhere  to  what 
had  been  the  invariable  course  in  these  cases,  and 
that  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Patton  again  suggested  that  the  accused 
should  retire. 

And,  such  being  the  sense  of  the  house,  the  speak- 
er directed  the  sergeant-at-arms  to  conduct  Reuben 
M.  Whitney  from  the  bar  of  the  house. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  McKay,  Bouldin, 
Hoar,  Huntsman,  Cambreleng,  A.  Mann,  Vander- 
poel,  Lane,  Calhoon,  of  Kentucky,  Gholson,  Hardin, 
Lincoln  and  Bell, 

Mr.  A.  Mann  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  by  adding  to  the  end 
thereof  the  following: 

“And  that  a committee  of  five  be  appointed  by 
the  speaker  to  examine  such  witnesses  on  the  part 
of  the  house.” 

Mr.  Gholson  accepted  the  modification. 

Mr.  Ash  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  Mr.  Lin- 
coln’s amendment;  which  were  refused. 

And  the  question  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  L. 
was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  modified  resolution 
of  Mr.  Gholson, 

Mr.  Boon  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  strik- 
ing out  all  after  the  word  “Resolved,”  and  insert- 
ing — 

“That  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  now  at  the  bar  of 
the  house,  be  forthwith  discharged  from  the  custody 
of  the  sergeant-at-arms.” 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Boon  and  An- 
thony, 

Mr.  Chapin  moved  to  amend  the  modified  resolu- 
tion of  Mr.  Gholson,  by  adding  to  the  end  thereof 
the  following: 

“That  the  questions  put  shall  be  reduced  to  writ- 
ing before  proposed  to  the  witness,  and  that  the  an- 
swers be  also  reduced  to  writing.  Every  question 
put  by  any  other  member  of  the  committee  shall 
be  reduced  to  writing  bjr  such  member,  and  be  pro- 
pounded to  the  witness  by  the  speaker,  if  not  ob- 


jected to;  but  if  any  question  shall  be  objected  to, ' 
or  any  testimony  ottered  shall  be  objected  to,  by  any  i 
member,  the  member  so  objecting,  and  the  accused  i 
or  his  counsel,  shall  be  withdrawn,  after  which  the 
question  shall  be  decided  without  further  debate. 
If  parol  evidence  is  offered,  the  witnesses  shall  be 
sworn  by  the  speaker,  and  be  examined  at  the  bar, 
unless  they  are  members  of  the  house,  in  which 
case  they  may  be  examined  in  their  places.” 

Mr.  Gholson  accepted  the  modification. 

Mr.  Parks  said  he  was  one  of  those  who  had  op- 
posed the  resolution  directing  this  individual  to  be 
brought  to  the  bar  of  the  house;  but,  since  he  had 
been  brought,  he  (Mr.  P.)  was  of  opinion  that  it 
was  due  to  the  individual,  to  the  committee,  to  the 
house  and  to  the  nation,  that  the  whole  facts  of  the 
case  should  be  ascertained,  and  laid  before  the  na- 
tion. 

For  the  purpose  of  coming  as  early  as  possible  to 
the  business  of  the  house,  he  moved  the  previous 
question. 

And  the  house  decided  the  demand — ayes  97,  noes 
not  counted. 

And  the  house  determined  that  the  main  question 
should  now  be  taken. 

And  the  main  question,  being  on  the  adoption  of 
the  modified  resolution  of  Mr.  Gholson,  was  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  accused  having  again  been  placed  at  the  bar 
of  the  house, 

The  speaker  announced  that  he  had  appointed  the 
committee  directed  by  the  resolution,  to  consist  of 
the  following  named  gentlemen:  Messrs.  Gholson, 
of  Mississippi;  Lincoln,  of  Massachusetts;  Thomas, 
of  Maryland;  Hardin,  of  Kentucky;  and  Owens,  of 
Georgia. 

The  resolution,  just  adopted,  having  been  read 
for  the  information  of  the  accused. 

The  speaker  inquired  whether  he  was  now  ready 
to  proceed  with  his  case? 

The  accused  said  he  was  not  ready;  and  he  asked 
that  time  might  be  allowed  him  until  Wednesday 
next  for  the  purpose  of  preparation;  and,  also,  that 
the  individuals  whose  names  appeared  on  a paper 
which  he  sent  to  the  chair  might  be  summoned  to 
appear  at  that  time. 

And  the  house  granted  the  request  of  the  accused 
for  time. 

The  individuals  whose  names  appeared  on  the 
paper  sent  to  to  the  chair  were,  Mr.  Martin,  Mr. 
Fairfield,  Mr.  Gillett  and  Mr.  Hamer,  of  the  house 
of  representatives;  Mr.  W.  D.  Lewis,  of  Philadel- 
phia, now  in  the  city  of  Washington;  and  Mr.  J.  T. 
Sullivan,  of  the  city  of  Washington. 

Mr.  Calhoon,  of  Kentucky,  suggested  that,  as  the 
members  of  the  house  were  regularly  in  attendance, 
their  names  should  be  struck  out. 

A division  of  the  question  was  ordered;  and  the 
question  having  been  taken,  subpoenas  were  order- 
ed to  be  issued  to  W.  D.  Lewis  and  /.  T.  Sullivan. 

Mr.  Underwood  rose  to  protest  against  the  whole 
proceeding  in  this  case  from  beginning  to  end.  His 
idea  was, "tlatthe  only  proper  course  would  be  this: 
The  prisoner  had  refused  to  appear  before  the  com- 
mittee. He  ought  to  be  required  to  state  on  oath, 
orally  or  m writing,  why  he  had  refused.  After 
that  had  been  done,  the  house  could  decide  whether 
the  reasons  he  assigned  were  sufficient  or  not.  If 
the  house  should  determine  they  were  sufficient, 
they  would  discharge  the  accused;  if  not  sufficient, 
the  correct  course  would  be  to  keep  him  in  custody, 
and  require  him  to  attend  before  the  committee  un- 
til he  answered,  and  when  all  the  questions  which 
might  be  put  to  him  should  have  been  answered, 
he  should  be  discharged.  This  would  despatch  the 
matter  directly,  and  the  house  might  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  the  public  business. 

Mr.  Harrison,  of  Missouri,  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  resolution  in  the  case  of  Reu- 
ben M.  Whitney  had  been  adopted. 

On  that  motion  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina, 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Hopkins  demanded  the  previous  question  on 
the  motion  to  reconsider. 

And  the  house  seconded  the  call — ayes  89,  noes 
not  counted. 

And  the  house  determined  that  the  main  question 
should  now  be  taken. 

And  the  main  question  “Will  the  house  reconsi- 
der the  vote?”  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  92,  nays  95. 

So  the  house  would  not  reconsider  the  vote. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
that  summonses  be  issued  to  the  members  of  the 
house  before  named. 

The  motion  prevailed — ayes  100,  noes  32.  So  the 
summonses  were  directed  to  be  issued. 

The  accused  then  asked  to  be  furnished  with  a 
copy  of  the  resolution  which  had  been  adopted;  and 
it  was  so  ordered. 


The  accused  was  then  removed  from  the  bar. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  the  house  suspended 
the  rule,  for  the  purpose  of  calling  for  petitions  in 
the  reverse  order  of  territories  and  states; 

When  several  petitions  were  accordingly  pre- 
sented. Amongst  these  were  one  by  the  speaker 
from  Jacob  Grear,  stating  that  be  had  in  his  pos- 
session a fifty  dollar  note,  money  of  the  continental 
congress,  which  amount  he  praved  might  be  paid 
him  in  gold  and  silver,  which  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  revolutionary  claims. 

The  speaker  also  presented  the  petition  of  Reuben 
M.  Whitney,  stating  that  he  had  been  summoned 
before  a committee  of  the  house,  complaining  of 
certain  proceedings,  and  asking  the  house  to  grant 
him  redress,  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  said  he  had  the  honor  to  pre- 
sent the  memorial  of  sundry  citizens  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  praying  the  recognition  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  Texas.  And  he  proposed  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  memorial  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
and  that  it  be  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for 
Tuesday  week. 

Mr.  T.  said,  if  in  order,  he  would  submit  a few 
remarks. 

The  speaker  said  the  memorial,  if  it  gave  rise  to 
debate,  must  lie  over  by  the  rule. 

Mr.  Howard  moved  the  reference  of  the  memorial 
to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

And  the  memorial  was  ordered  to  lie  over. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  presented  a similar 
memorial  from  the  citizens  of  the  District;  and 
moved  its  reference  to  the  committee  on  foreign 
affairs. 

Mr.  D.  H.  Lewis  wished  to  inquire  from  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  (Mr. 
Howard),  whether  that  gentleman  expected  short- 
ly to  bring  this  subject  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Howard,  (under  leave  of  the  house),  in  re- 
ply, said  he  would  remind  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  (Mr.  Lewis),  and  the  house,  that  about 
a month  ago  the  committee  on  foreign  adairs  had 
instructed  him,  (Mr.H.)  to  report  a resolution  call- 
ing on  the  president  of  the  United  States  for  in- 
formation on  the  condition  of  our  relations  with 
Mexico.  The  information  then  called  for  was  con- 
sidered by  the  committee  to  have  an  important 
bearing  on  the  aspect  of  our  affairs  with  Texas.  It 
was  their  opinion  that  that  information  was  material 
to  the  investigation  of  this  subject,  and  they  de- 
sired to  have  it  in  their  possession  before  they  made 
up  their  opinion  as  to  the  recognition  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  Texas. 

When  these  documents  came  before  the  house,  a 
motion  was  made  that  they  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  affairs;  and  an  honorable  member 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Boyd),  at  the  same  time,  of- 
fered a resolution  sending  instructions  to  the  com- 
mittee to  report  a resolution  acknowledging  the  in- 
dependence of  Texas.  From  that  moment  to  the 
present,  the  committee  had  never  had  it  in  their 
power  to  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  these  do- 
cuments, the  matter  being  tied  up  by  the  pending 
motion  of  reference;  and,  as  they  could  not  get  ac- 
cess to  these  papers,  it  remained  for  the  house  to 
dispose  of  them.  After  that  the  committee  could 
take  some  steps. 

Mr.  Robertson  asked  consent  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  in  reference  to  this  subject. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  all  cor- 
respondence and  communications,  (if  any),  which 
have  passed  between  the  executive  of  the  United 
States  and  general  Santa  Ana  during  his  recent 
visit  to  Washington,  or  since  his  capture  by  the 
Texian  army,  not  heretofore  communicated,  in 
what  character,  whether  as  the  recognized  repre- 
sentative of  the  Mexican  government  or  other- 
wise; such  correspondence  or  communications  as 
have  been  carried  on  with  him;  also,  whether  either 
of  the  vessels  equipped  or  destined  for  the  ex- 
ploring expedition  for  the  Pacific  ocean  and  South 
sea,  or  any  other  public  vessel  has  been  put  in 
requisition  for  his  conveyance  to  Mexico  or  else- 
where, and,  if  so,  the  reasons  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  president,  rendered  such  requisition  neces- 
sary or  proper,  with  all  orders  relative  thereto; 
also,  all  communications  and  correspondence,  if  any, 
between  the  executive  of  the  United  States  and 
general  Samuel  Houston,  or  other  persons  claim- 
ing to  exercise  the  powers  of  government  in  Texas, 
relating  to  the  civil  warnow  or  recently  prevailing 
therein,  or  relating  to  any  proposed  interference  or 
negotiation  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  on  be- 
half of  Texas. 

Objections  having  been  made, 

Mr.  Robertson  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  to  en- 
able him  to  offer  the  same,  and  asked  for  the  yeas 
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and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken, 
were,  yeas  65,  nays  87. 

So  the  rule  was  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  presented  a petition  praying  aid  to 
the  Colonization  society,  which,  he  moved  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

Mr.  Adams  objected,  and  contended  that  the  me- 
morial should  be  laid  on  the  table,  under  the  order 
of  the  ISth  January. 

The  speaker  said  the  memorial  would  not  come 
under  the  resolution.  Similar  memorials  had  been 
presented,  which,  in  some  instances,  had  been  re- 
ferred, and  in  others,  had  been  laid  on  the  table. — 
In  the  latter  instance,  the  disposition  was  the  effect 
of  a motion  made  for  such  purpose. 

Mr.  Adams  called  for  the  reading  of  the  memo- 
rial. 

[And  the  memorial  giving  rise  to  debate,  was 
then  ordered  to  lie  over.] 

Mr.  Beaumont,  by  consent,  offered  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
bringing  in  a bill  defining  the  offence  of  a contempt 
of  this  house,  and  to  provide  for  the  punishment 
thereof. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Beaumont  and 
Adams, 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  the  previous  question, 
and  the  house  seconded  the  call. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now 
taken. 

And  the  main  question  being  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution,  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  presented  the  memorial  of  va- 
rious authors  of  Great  Britain,  praying  congress  to 
pass  a copy-right  law,  which  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  first  comptroller  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  a 
list  of  the  balances  standing  on  the  books  of  the 
treasury  against  the  receivers  of  public  moneys. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States  communicating  a treaty  made 
with  the  empire  of  Morocco. 

Mr.  Pinckney  presented  a resolution,  which  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  calling 
upon  the  president  to  instruct  the  minister  of  the 
United  States  at  Denmark  to  open  a negotiation 
with  that  court  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  indem- 
nification for  three  prizes  sent  by  John  Paul  Jones 
into  the  ports  of  that  kingdom  during  the  revolu- 
tionary war,  and  which  were  delivered  up  by  the 
government  thereof  to  Great  Britain. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Denny,  the  committee  of  com- 
merce was  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  appropriations  for  erecting  a national 
hospital  at  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leonard,  the  committee  of 
commerce  was  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  a survey  of  the  valley  of  the  Sus- 
quehannah  river,  from  the  northern  termination  of 
the  North  Branch  canal,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the 
southern  termination  of  the  Chenango  canal,  in  the 
state  of  New  York;  and,  also,  from  the  northern  ter- 
mination of  the  first  mentioned  canal  to  the  southern 
termination  of  the  Chenango  canal,  in  New  York 
aforesaid. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Storer,  inquiry  was  authorised 
as  to  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  library  of 
congress,  a full  length  statue  in  marble  of  chief 
justice  Marshall. 

A vast  number  of  petitions  on  the  subject  of  the 
abolition  of  slavery  was  presented, — and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  Johnson,  the  house  adjourn- 
ed. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  14.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Jarvis,  the 
committee  on  naval  affairs,  were  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  the 
Boston  chamber  of  commerce,  for  vessels  stationed 
on  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  that  the  same  be  refer- 
red to  the  secretary  of  the  navy. 

Mr.  Hard  reported  a bill  to  provide  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  Niagara  ship  canal. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  reported  a bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities 
for  the  year  1837. 

Mr.  Garland  reported  a bill  supplementary  to 
the  acts  entitled  “an  act  for  the  reorganization  of 
the  department  of  Indian  affairs,”  and  “an  act  to 
regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontier,”  both 
approved  June  30,  1834,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  McKim  reported  a bill'for  the  relief  of  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  Baltimore  and  Sus- 
quehannah  rail  road  company,  and  against  the  peti- 
tion of  Richard  Clay  and  James  Lowell. 

Mr.  Connor  reported  a bill  providing  for  additional 
clerks  in  the  post  office  department  and  the  audi- 
tor’s office  connected  with  it. 


Mr.  Ward  reported  a bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  public  buildings,  &c. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a message  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a 
letter  from  the  governor  of  New  Hampshire,  com- 
municating several  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of 
that  state,  and  claiming  the  reimbursement  of  cer- 
tain expenses  incurred  by  that  state  in  maintaining 
jurisdiction  over  that  portion  of  its  territory  north 
of  the  45th  degree  of  north  latitude,  known  by  the 
name  of  Indian  Stream. 

Also,  a message  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  transmitting  a copy  of  the  instructions  pre- 
pared, under  his  direction,  by  the  war  department, 
for  the  commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of 
the  request  contained  in  the  resolution  adopted  by 
the  house  of  representatives  on  the  1st  of  July  last, 
to  investigate  the  causes  of  the  hostilities  then  ex- 
isting witn  the  Creek  Indians. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  sus- 
pended the  rule,  and  w'ent  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Patton  in  the 
chair),  on  certain  appropriation  bills. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng , the  committee 
took  up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  army  for  the  year  1837,  which  had  been 
returned  from  the  senate  with  certain  amendments. 

The  amendment  providing  for  the  payment  of 
the  Tennessee  volunteers,  called  out  under  the  re- 
quisition of  gen.  Gaines  and  gov.  Cannon,  excited 
some  discussion,  in  which  Messrs.  Carter,  E.  Whit- 
tlesey, Cambreleng,  Underwood  and  Graves  partici- 
pated. 

Mr.  Graves  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of 
the  senate  bv  adding  thereto  a section  appropriat- 
ing seventy-five  thousand  dollars  for  pay,  equipment 
and  clothing  of  the  Kentucky  volunteers  called  into 
service  under  the  requisition  of  gen.  Gaines;  [em- 
bracing only  such  as  after  they  were  accepted 
equipped  themselves  at  their  own  expense]. 

Various  other  amendments  were  moved  by  gen- 
tlemen from  the  several  states  whose  militia  have 
been  called  into  service  during  the  present  Indian 
wars,  to  cover  their  respective  claims,  which  amend- 
ments were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the  bill  laid 
aside. 

The  naval  appropriation  bill  was  then  taken  up. 

The  pending  question  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Jarvis  to  amend  the  following  paragraph. 

“For  pay  of  commissioned,  warrant  and  petty 
officers,  and  of  seamen,  two  million  four  hundred 
and  thirty-four  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty- 
six  dollars,  [and  which  item  includes  the  appro- 
priation for  the  exploring  expedition],  by  reducing 
the  amount  to  two  million  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
four  thousand  dollars.” 

Mr.  J.  now  moved  to  modify  his  pending  motion 
for  reduction,  by  reducing  the  original  amount  only 
$51,118,  [this  being  the  difference  in  the  amount 
required  for  fitting  out  a frigate]. 

As  a further  modification  of  his  amendment,  Mr. 
J.  moved  to  add  the  following  proviso,  to  be  insert- 
ed at  the  end  of  the  8th  line: 

“Provided  that  nothing  in  this  or  any  other  appro- 
priation bill  shall  be  considered  as  authorising  or  ap- 
proving of  any  increase  of  the  surveying  or  explor- 
ing expedition,  authorised  by  the  act  of  June, 
1836,” 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Jarvis,  to  show 
that  a frigate  was  not  the  proper  class  of  vessel  to 
be  sent  on  this  expedition,  and  in  vindication  of 
his  course  on  this  subject,  Mr.  D.  J.  Pearce  said, 
as  there  was  no  quorum  present,  he  would  move  the 
committee  rise.  Mr.  P.  withdrew  the  motion,  and 
Mr.  Cambreleng  appealed  to  the  committee  not  to 
waste  further  time  in  debating  this  subject,  as  there 
were  only  a few  days  remaining  of  the  session. 
Mr.  P.  then  renewed  his  motion.  The  committee 
rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  Vanderpocl  moved  that  the  house  adjourn. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  motion. 

Mr.  Mercer  hoped  the  motion  to  adjourn  would 
be  so  amended  as  to  state  the  hour  at  which  it  w as 
made.  [It  being  then  fifteen  minutes  before  five 
o’clock] . 

Mr.  Granger  asked  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Vundcrpoel)  to  withdraw  his  motion  to 
adjourn,  to  enable  him  (Mr.  G.)  to  submit  a motion 
to  reconsider  a vote  taken  on  yesterday.  Mr.  V. 
declined  to  do  so. 

The  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to  adjourn  were 
then  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were — yeas  33,  nays 
68 — [no  quorum  voting]. 

So  the  majority  of  the  members  present  refused 
to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Granger  then  rose  to  submit  his  motion. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  objected,  on  the  ground  that  no 
quorum  was  present.  He  moved  an  adjournment. 


The  speaker  decided  that  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  (Mr.  Granger)  could  not 
be  entertained  in  the  absence  of  a quorum. 

And,  at  ten  minutes  past  five,  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  15.  By  general  consent,  Mr. 
Howard  submitted  a motion  that  the  honorable  Mr. 
Jackson,  a representative  from  Georgia,  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  who  is  de- 
tained from  his  official  duties  by  indisposition,  be 
excused  from  further  service  on  said  committee, 
and  that  another  member  be  appointed  in  his  place. 
Agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gholson,  Reuben  M.  Whitney 
was  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  house. 

The  accused  was  accordingly  brought  to  the  bar 
of  the  house,  in  custody  of  the  sergeant-at-arms, 
accompanied  by  his  counsel,  F.  S.  Key  and  Walter 
Jones,  esqs. 

The  speaker  addressed  the  accused  as  follows: 

“Reuben  M.  Whitney:  You  stand  charged  be- 
fore this  house  with  an  alleged  contempt  of  this 
house,  in  having  peremptorily  refused  to  give  evi- 
dence in  obedience  to  a summons  duly  issued  by 
a committee  of  this  house,  which  committee  had, 
by  an  order  of  the  house,  power  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers. 

“You  will  say  whether  you  are  ready  to  proceed 
to  trial  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  order  of  the 
house,  of  which  you  have  been  informed;  or  whe- 
ther you  have  any  request  to  make  of  the  house 
before  you  are  put  upon  your  trial.  If  you  have, 
it  will  now  be  received  and  considered  by  the 
house.” 

In  reply  to  which,  Mr.  Whitney  said  he  was 
now  ready  to  proceed. 

The  following  is  the  manner  of  proceeding  in 
this  case,  agreed  upon  by  the  adoption  of  the  mo- 
dified resolution  of  Mr.  Gholson,  and  which  is  in 
the  following  terms: 

Resolved,  That  Reuben  M.  Whitney  be  now  per- 
mitted to  examine  witnesses  before  this  house  in 
relation  to  his  alleged  contempt;  and  that  a com- 
mittee of  five  be  appointed  by  the  speaker  to  exa- 
mine such  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  house. — 
That  the  questions  put  shall  be  reduced  to  writing 
before  proposed  to  the  witness,  and  that  the  an” 
swers  be  also  reduced  to  writing.  Every  question 
put  by  any  other  than  a member  of  the  committee 
shall  be  reduced  to  writing  by  such  member,  and 
be  propounded  to  the  witness  by  the  speaker,  if 
not  objected  to;  but  if  any  question  shall  be  object- 
ed to,  or  any  testimony  offered  shall  be  objected  to, 
by  any  member,  the  member  so  objecting,  and  the 
accused  or  his  counsel,  shall  be  heard,  after  which 
the  question  shall  be  decided  without  further  de- 
bate. If  parol  evidence  is  offered,  the  witness 
shall  be  sw'orn  by  the  speaker,  and  be  examined  at 
the  bar,  unless  they  are  members  of  the  house,  in 
which  case  they  may  be  examined  in  their  places.” 

Mr.  Briggs  then  raised  the  preliminary  question 
that  the  accused  had  not  been  guilty  of  the  alleged 
contempt,  because  the  process  by  which  he  had 
been  summoned  to  appear  before  the  said  commit- 
tee was  informal;  inasmuch  as  it  had  been  signed 
by  the  chairman  of  the  select  committee  only,  and 
not  by  the  speaker  of  the  house,  certified  by  the 
clerk,  as  required  by  the  11th  rule  of  the  house;  and 
which  is  as  follows: 

“11.  All  acts,  addresses  and  joint  resolutions, 
shall  be  signed  by  the  speaker;  and  all  writs,  war- 
rants and  subpoenas,  issued  by  order  of  the  house, 
shall  be  under  his  hand  and  seal,  attested  by  the' 
clerk.” 

After  a few  remarks  in  support  of  his  objection, 
Mr.  B.  offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions: 

“Whereas,  by  the  11th  rule  of  this  house,  all  acts, 
addresses  and  joint  resolutions,  shall  be  signed  by 
the  speaker,  and  all  writs,  warrants  and  subpernas, 
issued  by  order  of  the  house,  shall  be  under  his 
hand  and  seal,  attested  by  the  clerk: 

“And  whereas  the  subpeena,  by  virtue  of  which 
Reuben  M.  Whitney  is  nowin  the  custody  of  the 
sergeant-at-arms  of  the  house,  by  order  of  the  house, 
for  an  alleged  contempt  for  refusing  to  appear  and 
give  testimony  before  one  of  the  select  committees 
of  the  house,  was  not  under  the  hand  and  seal  of 
the  speaker,  and  attested  by  the  clerk,  but  signed 
by  the  chairman  of  the  select  committee:  therefore, 

“ Resolved , That  the  refusal  of  said  Whitney  to 
appear  and  testily  before  said  committee  was  not  a 
contempt  of  this  house. 

“ Resolved , That  said  Whitney  be  forthwith  dis- 
charged from  the  custody  of  this  house.” 

Mr.  Gholson  raised  the  point  of  order,  whether  it 
was  competent  to  go  into  this  objection. 

The  speaker  said  the  whole  case  was  before  the 
house  as  a judicial  tribunal,  and  it  was  compe- 
tent for  the  house  to  quash  all  proceedings,  if  they 
should  think  proper. 
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Mr.  Claiborne,  of  Mississippi,  was  understood  to 
say  that  the  accused  would  waive  all  considerations 
of  this  kind. 

The  speaker  said  the  accused  was  now  at  the  bar 
of  the  house  by  its  own  order,  but  that  order  would 
not  preclude  the  house  from  taking  any  other  order 
which  the  majority  might  determine.  The  chair 
did  not  know,  however,  of  any  rule  by  which  he 
was  authorised  to  refuse  to  receive  the  motion  of 
the  member  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  j Briggs  said  it  was  due  in  justice  to  himself 
to  say  that  he  had  raised  this  question  without  con- 
sultation with  any  other  member.  He  had  merely 
submitted  this  as  a preliminary  question,  for  the 
house  to  take  such  action  upon  it  as  they  pleased. 

Mr.  Yell  said  that  he  hoped  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Briggs) 
would  not  be  adopted,  after  the  action  of  this  house 
on  a preceding  day.  By  bringing  the  accused  be- 
fore the  house,  it  was  made  imperious  or  proper 
that  this  house  should  afford  him  that  investigation 
which  its  importance  demanded.  The  object  of 
the  resolution  now  under  consideration  was  to  pre- 
scribe the  particular  mode  by  which  the  accused 
should  be  tried,  and  deprive  him  of  the  benefit  of 
the  usual  mode  in  like  cases.  Mr.  Whitney  had, 
in  his  memorial  to  this  house,  denied  its  jurisdiction 
to  bring  him  before  the  committee  or  the  house, 
and  that,  if  they  had  the  power,  he  was  justified  in 
refusing  to  go  before  the  committee  for  the  reasons 
set  forth  in  his  memorial.  If  the  resolution  was 
adopted,  the  accused  would  be  discharged  without 
further  investigation  as  to  the  facts  of  the  contempt. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  accused  would  be  permit- 
ted to  select  his  own  course  whether  he  would  plead 
to  the  jurisdiction  first,  or  be  tried  upon  the  facts. 
If  Mr.  Whitney  was  justified  from  the  facts,  then  it 
would  supersede  the  necessity  of  investigating  the 
power  of  jurisdiction.  If,  however,  he  should  fail 
in  satisfying  this  house,  from  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  then  he  would  be  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  the  question  of  jurisdiction  in  purg- 
ing himself  from  the  alleged  contempt.  Mr.  Y. 
hoped  that,  under  all  the  circumstances,  the  accus- 
ed might  be  permitted  to  proceed  in  such  order  as 
he  might  choose,  under  the  rules  adopted  in  this 
and  similar  cases,  and  concluded  by  hoping  that  the 
resolution  would  be  rejected. 

Mr.  A.  Mann  contended  that  the  objection  could 
r.ot  be  sustained,  inasmuch  as  the  uniform  con- 
struction of  the  rule,  so  far  as  his  observation  went, 
as  a member  of  committees,  (and  it  was  extensive), 
had  been  that,  under  a power  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers,  the  process  signed  in  this  way  was 
regular  and  formal.  But  even  if  it  were  not  so, 
it  lay  with  the  accused  to  take  exception  to  the 
legality  of  the  proceeding. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  concurred  in  the  opinion  of  the 
member  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Mann),  that  there 
was  no  validity  in  the  objection,  and  that,  if  there 
were,  it  was  the  place  of  the  accused  to  make  the 
objection.  He  therefore  moved  to  lay  the  preamble 
and  resolutions  on  the  table. 

On  which  motion  Mr.  V.  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Patton  inquired  whether  this  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table,  if  it  prevailed,  would  not  carry  the  whole 
subject  there. 

The  speaker  said,  not  so.  The  matter  if  laid  on 
the  table,  might  be  taken  up  again  at  any  stage  of 
the  proceedings. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  157,  nays  35. 

So  the  preamble  and  resolutions  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Hardin  then  submitted  a motion  that  the 
accused  be  sworn  to  answer  certain  questions  which 
he,  (Mr.  II.)  indicated.  The  point  of  order  was 
raised  whether,  under  the  resolution  adopted  for 
the  government  of  these  proceedings,  these  ques- 
tions could  be  put. 

Some  conversation  ensued,  and  the  resolution 
having,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Vanderpoel,  being  read, 

The  speaker  finally  decided  that,  under  the  phra- 
seology of  this  resolution,  the  course  proposed  by 
the  member  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Hardin)  would 
not  be  regular. 

The  house  thereupon  proceeded  to  the  execution 
of  its  order. 

The  speaker  announced  to  the  accused  that  the 
individuals  whose  names  had  been  handed  in  to  the 
chair  bad  been  summoned,  and  that  the  accused 
might  now  proceed  to  their  examination. 

Mr.  F.  S.  Keg,  of  counsel  for  the  accused,  asked 
that  the  witnesses  be  now  sworn,  which  having 
been  done, 

The  hon.  Mr.  Fairfield,  of  the  house,  was  first 
called  to  answer  in  his  place. 

[Here  began  the  examination  of  witnesses,  &e. 
which  occupied  the  house  to  a late  hour.] 


Thursday’s  proceedings. 

In  the  senate.  The  chair  presented  a report  from 
the  secretary  of  state,  of  the  number  of  passengers  | 
which  have  arrived  from  certain  countries  named  ! 
therein.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  commerce. ! 

Mr.  Hendricks,  made  a report,  accompanied  by  a j 
bill,  on  the  petition  of  the  citizens  of  Alexandria,  ; 
on  the  subject  of  the  Alexandria  and  Fredericks- 
burg rail  road,  which  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed,  and  the  bill  referred  to  the  committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Clay,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  address  and  memorial  of  certain 
foreign  authors,  praying  the  security  of  copy  right 
in  this  country  to  their  productions,  made  a report; 
which  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Preston, 
1,000  extra  copies  of  the  report  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Clay,  from  the  same  committee,  also  report- 
ed a bill  extending  to  foreign  authors  the  benefits  of 
the  copy  right  law  of  1831.  Read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  White,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  af- 
fairs, reported  a bill  to  authorise  the  sale  of  Creek 
Indian  reservations,  and  for  other  purposes.  Read, 
and  ordered  to  a second  reading,  and  the  docu- 
ments were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland 
road  in  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  and  the  bill  to 
make  compensation  to  the  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
Alabama  and  Mississippi  volunteers,  discharged 
without  entering  active  service,  were  severally 
read  a third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  house  of 
representatives  for  concurrence. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  increase  the  military  establishment  of  the  U. 
States. 

Mr.  Calhoun  spoke  at  some  length  in  opposition 
to  the  bill. 

A debate  followed,  in  which  Messrs.  Benton,  Cal- 
houn, Crittenden,  Linn,  Southard,  Sevier,  Tipton  and 
Preston  participated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Moore,  and  by  consent,  the 
19th  section  of  the  bill,  requiring  repayment  by 
students  dismissed  for  bad  conduct  from  the  West 
Point  academy,  was  stricken  out. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clay- 
ton, Cuthbert,  Ewing,  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King,  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Parker,  Rives,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Strange,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Walker,  Wall,  White, 
Wright — 26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crittenden,  Ew- 
ing, of  Ohio,  Kent,  King,  of  Ga.  Knight,  Moore, 
Prentiss,  Robbins,  Southard,  Swift,  Tomlinson — 13. 

After  an  executive  session,  the  senate  adjourned. 

In  the  house  of  representatives.  After  reports  from 
committees  had  been  received,  and  several  petitions 
were  presented,  on  motion  of  Mr.  E.  Whittlesey,  a 
number  of  senate  bills,  on  the  speaker’s  table,  were 
read  twice  by  their  titles,  and  committed,  (exclud- 
ing such  as  would  create  debate). 

Mr.  E.  Whittlesey,  on  his  own  motion,  was  ex- 
cused from  voting  on  any  questions  which  might 
arise  during  the  further  progress  of  the  trial  of 
Reuben  M.  Whitney. 

Mr.  W.  gave,  as  a reason,  that  he  was  unable,  in 
consequence  of  the  pressing  business  before  his 
committee,  to  attend  to  the  evidence  on  the  trial, 
and  he  did  not  wish  to  vote  on  any  question  involv- 
ing personal  liberty,  without  the  fullest  knowledge 
of  the  fact3  of  the  case. 

The  hour  of  twelve  having  arrived,  the  house,  in 
pursuance  of  its  order  of  yesterday,  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  case  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney, 
for  an  alleged  contempt  of  the  authority  of  the 
house,  in  refusing  to  appear,  as  a witness,  before 
the  select  committee,  of  which  the  hon.  II.  A.  Wise 
is  chairman. 

The  accused  was  again  placed  at  the  bar  of  the 
house;  and  the  examination  of  witnesses  was  resu- 
med. 


DOMESTIC  CHRONICLE. 

We  learn  from  the  Centreville  Chronicle,  pub- 
lished in  Indiana,  that  Platt,  the  magistrate,  who 
was  connected  with  the  gang  of  land  pirates,  on  the 
Atlantic  shore  of  New  Jersey,  and  who  fled  from 
justice,  forfeiting  his  recognizance  by  flight,  was 
apprehended  on  the  26th  nit.  somewhere  near  Cen- 
treville, and  safely  lodged  in  Ealon  jail,  to  be  re- 
turned to  the  marshal  of  New  Jersey,  who  had  of- 
fered a reward  of  $1,000  for  his  apprehension. 

Ohio  river.  The  Wheeling  Times  of  the  11th 
instant,  says — “It  will  be  seen  by  our  advertis- 
ing columns  that  the  river  is  open  and  navigation 
expected  daily  to  commence.  We  presume  boats 
will  leave  to-day.” 


Mol  in  New  York.  A most  disgraceful  mob  oc- 
curred in  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the  evening  of 
Monday  last.  A public  notice  was  given  for  a 
meeting  in  the  Park  on  the  afternoon  of  that  day. 
The  notice  itself  was  couched  in  language  of  a 
highly  injudicious  character,  and  calculated  to  in- 
flame the  minds  of  the  unthinking  and  lead  them  to 
the  commission  of  the  excesses  which  they  subse- 
quently committed. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  notice,  which  was 
not  only  published  in  some  of  the  papers,  but  pla- 
carded through  the  city: 

BREAD,  MEAT,  RENT,  FUEL! 

THEIR  PRICES  MUST  COME  DOWN! 

QCJ-The  voice  of  the  people  shall  be  heard,  and 
will  prevail! 

{JCF-The  people  will  meet  in  the  Park,  rain  or 
shine,  at  4 o’clock,  on  Monday  afternoon, .£$ 
to  inquire  into  the  course  of  the  present  unexam- 
pled distress,  and  to  devise  a suitable  remedy.  All 
friends  of  humanity,  determined  to  resist  monopo- 
lists and  extortioners,  are  invited  to  attend. 

Moses  Jaques,  Daniel  Gorham, 

Paulus  Hedl,  John  Wtndt, 

Daniel  A.  Robertson,  Alexander  Ming,  jr. 

Warden  Hayward,  Elijah  F.  Crane. 

New  York,  Feb.  10,  1837. 

Under  the  above  call  about  5,000  or  6,000  per- 
sons collected  together  in  Iront  of  the  City  Hall, 
and  were  harangued  by  several  persons  in'a  style 
well  suited  to  lead  to  outrage.  Alter  which  a large 
body  of  the  meeting  proceeded  to  Mr.  Hart's  store 
in  Washington,  between  Dcy  and  Cortland  streets, 
and  destroyed  about  a thousand  bushels  of  wheat, 
and  four  or  five  hundred  barrels  of  flour. 

The  mob  also  attacked  the  flour  stores  of  Messrs. 
Meech  & Co.  and  S.  H.  Herrick  & Co.  doing  more  or 
less  injury  in  the  destruction  of  flour  and  other 
property.  The  loss  of  Mr.  Hart  is  said  to  be  about 
ten  thousand  dollars. 

The  citizens,  police  officers  and  military,  turned 
out  with  alacrity. 


Statistics  of  Ohio.  The  Western  Reserve  Chro- 
nicle, published  at  Warren,  Ohio,  gives  from  the 
state  auditor’s  report  the  following  statistical  facts. 
There  are  in  Ohio  15,771,060  acres  of  land,  valued 
at  (including  town  lots  and  buildings)  68,821,134 
dollars.  The  number  of  horses  is  268.662,  valued  at 
$10,746,480;  cattle  372,866,  value  $2,982,928;  mer- 
chants’ capital  and  money  at  interest,  $8,459,902; 
number  of  pleasure  carriages  2, SOS,  value  $241,054; 
total  amount  of  taxable  property  $85,812,382;  from 
which  taxes  have  been  raised  the  past  year,  for  state, 
county  and  township  purposes,  &c.  to  the  amount 
of  $965,310,  including  the  physicians’  and  lawyers’ 
tax,  which  amounted'to  $3,078. 

The  largest  county  is  Trumbull,  which  is  said  to 
contain  558,593  acres.  Hamilton,  Columbia  and 
Richmond  counties  contain  the  largest  number  of 
horses;  Trumbull  the  largest  number  of  cattle 
(24,496).  We  see  where  the  beef  comes  from,  but 
are  a little  surprised  there  should  yet  be  necessity  of 
so  much  horse  flesh  in  a state  that  has  such  ample 
facilities  of  transportation  by  canals  and  rivers. 


Wilmington  (Del.)  every  wav  richly  merits  to  be 
the  metropolis  of  that  state.  She  has" but  8,000  in- 
habitants, yet  by  her  favorable  location  near  the  wa- 
ter power  of  the  Brandywine,  and  bv  her  enterprize 
for  trade  and  internal  improvements,  has  a great 
rail  road  begun  to  the  Susquehanna,  3 foundries,  a 
manufactory  for  rail  road  cars,  1 cotton  factory,  and 
6 or  8 grist  mills  (capable  of  making  about  400  bbls. 
flour  daily),  four  whale  ships, city  supplied  by  fine 
water  works,  a Lancasterian  school  of  200  pupils, 
numerous  churches,  newspapers,  literary  societies, 
a capital  market,  chalybeate  springs  a mile  distant,  a 
most  salubrious  elevated  position  on  the  Delaware, 
&c.  )kc.  All  this  and  more  says  the  State  Journal. 


Rice.  We  intimated  some  time  back  (says  the 
Georgetown  (S.  C.)  Intelligencer,  of  the  31st  tilt.)  a 
belief  that  the  crop  of  rice  in  this  part  of  the  state 
would  fall  short;  we  feel  authorised  now  to  speak 
positively  on  the  subject.  The  deficiency  will  be 
considerable,  probably  from  6 to  10,000  barrels. 


General  Clinch,  late  of  the  United  States  army, 
arrived  at  Augusta,  Georgia,  on  the  8th  instant, 
and  was  invited  to  a public  dinner  by  the  citizens. 


Another  minister  from  Texas.  The  honorable  M. 
Hunt,  minister  plenipotentiary  and  envoy  extraor- 
dinary from  the  republic  of  Texas  to  the’U.  States, 
arrived  at  S.  W.  Pass,  Sunday,  the  15th  ult.  in  the 
armed  schooner  Terrible,  on  his  way  to  Washing- 
ton. The  hon.  Mr.  Green,  member  of  congress, 
Mr.  Falcel  and  Dr.  De  Shields,  are  passengers. 

[(Veto  Orleans  American. 

Mr.  Hunt,  probably,  will  be  associated  with  the 
present  commissioner  col.  Wharton,  now  at  Wash- 
ington. We  cannot  imagine  that  the  latter  has  been 
superseded. 
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OOln  the  warehouse  of  the  Messrs.  Meeteer,  de- 
stroyed by  fire  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  inst.  there 
was  a large  supply  of  paper  manufactured  express- 
ly for  this  publication,  which  was  entirely  consum- 
ed. Since  that  calamity  we  have,  in  consequence 
of  the  navigation  being  closed,  been  prevented  from 
receiving  a further  supply,  and  are  compelled  to 
print  the  present  number  on  paper  of  inferior  qua- 
lity. 

The  tariff  and  land  bill.  The  Intelligen- 
cer of  Wednesday  says,  that  the  ultimate  fate  of 
the  tariff  bill,  (which  is  now  before  the  senate),  in 
any  form,  and  that  of  the  land  bill,  which  has  pass- 
ed the  senate  and  is  now  before  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, is  altogether  doubtful. 

The  hon.  Samuel  McKean’s  letterto  the  house* 
of  representatives  of  Pennsylvania,  stating  the  rea- 
sons why  he  would  not  have  voted  for  the  expung- 
ing resolution,  if  he  had  been  in  his  seat  in  the 
senate,  is  published  in  the  present  sheet.  It  creat- 
ed a considerable  sensation  in  the  body  to  which  it 
was  addressed;  but  at  the  last  advices  no  final  dis- 
position had  been  made  of  it. 

The  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  ad- 
journed on  Thursday  the  16th  inst.  The  great  case 
of  the  old  and  new  bridge  companies  of  Boston, 
which  was  before  it,  was  decided  in  favor  ofthe  new 
company. 

Mr.  R.  M.  Whitney  was  on  Monday  nigljA 
discharged  from  the  custody  of  the  sergeant-at- 
arms  by  a vote  of  102  yeas  to  70  nays — the  vote 
having  been  elfected  through  the  agency  of  the 
“previous  question.”  The  proceedings  during  the 
seven  days  which  were  consumed  in  the  examina- 
tion of  witnesses  in  this  case,  &c.  were  of  the  high- 
est interest  and  most  novel  character,  and  will  be 
inserted  at  length,  as  soon  as  published — as  we 
presume  they  will  be,  in  the  “Intelligencer.” 

Relations  with  Mexico.  In  our  abstract  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  senate,  will  be  found  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs  upon  the 
message  of  the  president  relating  to  our  affairs 
with  Mexico.  It  is  averse  to  an  immediate  resort 
to  reprisals,  and  recommends  that  one  more  op- 
portunity ba  afforded  to  Mexico  to  atone  for  the 
past,  in  the  form  required  by  the  34th  article  of 
tlie  treaty  with  that  republic,  which  provides  that 
“if  any  of  the  articles  contained  in  the  present  trea- 
ty shall  be  violated  or  infracted  in  any  manner 
whatever,  it  is  stipulated  that  neither  of  the  con- 
tracting parties  will  order  or  authorise  any  acts  of 
reprisal,  nor  declare  war  against  the  other,  on  com- 
plaint of  injuries  or  damages,  until  the  said  party 
considering  itself  offended  shall  first  have  present- 
ed to  the  other  a statement  of  such  injuries  or  da- 
mages, verified  by  competent  proofs,  and  demanded 
justice  and  satisfaction,  and  the  same  shall  have 
been  either  refused  or  unreasonably  delayed.” 

Gen.  Scott  and  the  court  of  inquiry.  It 
will  be  seen  by  the  opinion  of  the  president  on  the 
proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry  at  Frederick  in 
the  case  of  gen.  Scott,  that  he  does  not  consider  those 
proceedings  in  accordance  with  the  orders  issued  to 
the  court,  and  that  he  has  remitted  them  to  that  tri- 
bunal to  the  end  that  it  may  resume  the  considera- 
tion of  the  evidence,  and  from  the  same,  and  from 
such  further  evidence  as  shall  be  taken,  (in  case  the 
court  shall  deem  it  necessary  to  take  further  evi- 
dence), may  ascertain  and  report,  with  distinctness 
and  precision — especially  as  to  time,  place,  dis- 
tances, and  other  circumstances — all  the  facts  touch- 
ing the  opening  and  prosecuting  of  the  campaign  in 
Georgia  and  Alabama  against  the  hostile  Creek  In- 
dians, in  the  year  1836,  and  the  military  operations 
in  the  said  campaign;  and  touching  the  delay,  if  any 
there  was,  in  the  opening  or  prosecuting  of  said 
campaign,  and  the  causes  of  such  delay;  and  to  the 
end,  also,  that  the  court,  whilst  confining  its  opinion 
to  the  subject  matters  submitted  to  it,  may  fully  and 
distinctly  express  its  opinion  on  those  matters  for 
the  information  of  the  president. 

On  publishing  this  opinion  of  the  president,  the 
“Globe”  says — The  proceedings  of  the  court,  in  re- 
spect to  the  failure  of  the  campaign  under  generals 
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Gaines  and  Scott,  against  the  Seminoles,  so  far  as  I 
regards  the  case  of  major  general  Scott,  have  also 
been  submitted  to  the  president;  but  we  understand 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  necessary  connexion  be- 
tween the  cases  of  the  two  commanders,  the  presi- 
dent has  suspended  his  examination  ofthe  proceed- 
ings in  respect  to  major  genera)  Scott,  until  he  shall 
have  received  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  major 
general  Gaines,  when  the  whole  subject  will  be 
taken  up  and  disposed  of. 

Gen.  Gaines  has  completed  his  defence,  which 
has  been  laid  bafore  the  public  through  the  “Bal- 
timore Patriot,”  for  which  paper  it  was  reported. 
We  will,  on  the  first  opportunity,  present  it  to  our 
readers.. 

Flour  riot  We  have  given  the  particulars  of 
of  the  late  disgraceful  riot  in  New  York.  Several 
of  the  rioters  have  been  indicted — but  we  hope  the 
individuals  who  incited  the  mob  to  the  brutal  doings 
will  not  be  permitted  to  escape.  If  the  mob  was,  as 
stated,  composed  chiefly  of  foreigners,  debased  by 
intemperance  and  crime,  and  ignorant  of  our  laws, 
the  same  plea  cannot  be  urged  for  the  incendiary  ora- 
tors, and  they  should  be  visited  with  a double  share 
of  punishment. 

One  effect  has  resulted  from  the  doings  of  the 
political  economists!  which  will  add  to  the  distress 
of  that  class  they  affected  a desire  to  relieve;  the 
stock  of  flour  having  been  reduced,  the  price  has 
naturally  risen,  and  fifty  cents  per  barrel  more 
is  now  asked  than  was  demanded  previous  to  the 
mob! 

U.  S.  Senator.  On  the  7th  inst.  the  hon.  Silas 
Wright,  jr.  was  rechosen  by  the  legislature  of  N. 
York,  asenator  in  the  congress  ofthe  United  States 
from  that  state  for  six  years,  from  the  4th  of  March 
next.  In  the  senate,  the  vote  stood  23  to  3,  and  in 
the  house  86  to  27. 

President  Jackson.  The  following  extracts 
are  from  the  answer  of  the  president  to  a letter 
of  certain  members  of  the  legislature  inviting  him 
to  Harrisburgh,  Pennsylvania: 

“Washington,  February  11  th,  1837. 

“Gentlemen:  I had  fondly  hoped,  until  recently, 
that  the  restoration  of  my  health  would  have  put  it 
in  my  power  to  comply  with  the  kind  wishes  ex- 
pressed in  your  letter  of  the  17th  December  last, 
inviting  me  to  Harrisburgh. 

“I  am  now  made  sensible,  by  the  tardy  pace  of 
my  recovery — age — conspiring  with  a weight  of 
business  to  press  down  a broken  constitution,  that 

1 shall  not  be  able  to  muster  more  than  sufficient 

strength,  if  so  much,  as  will  enable  me  to  sustain 
the  journey  directly  to  my  home,  with  every  pre- 
caution against  extraordinary  fatigue.”  * * * 

“That  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  may  always 
maintain  the  commanding  attitude  conferred  by 
their  independence  and  virtue,  and  which  has  con- 
tributed so  much  to  the  blessings  of  our  common 
country,  is  my  most  fervent  prayer — that  they  will 
always  maintain  it,  I doubt  not,  unless  they  resign 
their  own  controlling  authority,  and  become  be- 
trayed by  their  agents,  and  then  submit  to  the 
treachery,  under  the  mistake  that  they  are  bound 
by  the  acts  of  faithless  agents — gaming  away  their 
rights,  and  seeking  to  make  the  grant  inviolable, 
by  chartering  away  at  the  same  time  the  rights  of 
their  successors.  With  great  respect,  I remain 
your  friend  and  fellow  citizen, 

Andrew  Jackson.” 

Congress.  The  “Intelligencer”  of  Thursday 
says — The  senate  yesterday  transacted  business  from 
11  to  half-past  1 o’clock,  and  then  adjourned,  to 
enable  those  senators  who  were  so  disposed  to  pay 
their  respects  at  the  president’s  house,  opened  for 
an  hour  or  two,  according  to  previous  public  no- 
tice, for  the  reception  of  visiters.  The  house  of 
representatives,  entrapped  by  the  absurd  usage 
which  requires  a suspension  of  its  rules  of  proceed- 
ing to  enable  it  to  receive  almost  any  motion, 
(which  suspension  requires  the  votes  of  two-thirds 
ofthe  house  to  affect  it),  was  unable  to  take  a re- 
cess from  half-pasti  to  4 o’clock,  though  a majority 
desired  it.  The  consequence  was,  that,  soon  after 

2 o’clock,  the  house  found  itself  without  a quorum, 


[ and,  after  endeavoring  for  an  hour  in  vain  to  obtain 
a quorum  for  business,  was  fain  to  adjourn  for  want 
of  one. 

There  are  on  the  docket  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives something  like  eight  hundred  bills  to  be  act- 
ed upon;  and  the  committees  go  on  adding  daily  to 
the  number.  Meanwhile,  time  runs.  Seven  busi- 
ness days  only  of  the  session  now  remain. 

Foreign  news.  There  have  been  several  arri- 
vals from  France  and  England  since  our  last;  but  ti  e 
news  received  by  them  is  of  little  importance.  Ti  e 
usual  felicitations  were  made  to  Louis  Philippe,  cn 
the  commencement  of  a new  year,  but  they  contain 
no  remarkable  feature;  even  those  of  the  diplomatic 
corps,  which  are  generally  looked  to  with  some  in- 
terest, are  vague  and  unmeaning. 

It  now  appears,  contrary  to  the  last  accounts  by 
the  way  of  England,  that  the  assassin  who  made  the 
last  attempt  on  the  life  of  the  king,  had  no  accom- 
plices. The  individuals  who  had  been  arrested  on 
suspicion  of  being  connected  with  him,  have  been 
set  at  liberty. 

The  political  complexion  of  the  French  chamber 
of  deputies  has  not  been  distinctly  expressed  by  any 
further  action  on  their  part.  The  conduct  of  Louis 
Philippe,  in  declining  to  interfere  in  the  atiairs  of 
Spain,  in  opposition  to  the  opinion  of  M.  Thiers,  his 
late  minister,  seems  to  meet  general  approbation. 

The  troops  ofthe  queen  of  Spain  have  apparently 
succeeded  in  relieving  Bilboa,  and  causing  the  Car- 
lists  to  raise  the  siege  of  that  place;  but  this  does  not 
appear  to  be  a very  important  advantage. 

From  Florida.  The  latest  news  from  Florida 
is  contained  in  a letter  to  the  editors  ofthe  “National 
Intelligencer,”  dated  Fort  Armstrong  (E.  F.)  Fe- 
bruary 6,  which  says — General  Jesnp  has  just  ar- 
rived from  near  the  Everglades  with  the  intelligence 
that  Jumper  and  Alligator,  two  of  the  principal 
chiefs,  were  in  his  encampment  at  that  place,  and 
passports  were  given  them  to  the  20th  instant,  lor 
the  purpose  of  bringing  in  their  respective  tribes  at 
that  time.  They  sent  in  the  white  flag  by  Abraham, 
the  prophet  and  adviser  of  Micanopy,  who  states 
that  his  chief  Micanopy  (who  is  now  the  most  pow- 
erful of  the  hostile  chiefs)  was  also  willing  to  give 
up.  They  say  they  are  tired  of  fighting;  that 
“Powell”  (Oceola)  is  a bad  man;  and  that  he  has 
not  more  than  five  or  six  men  with  him.  All  the 
negroes  that  have  been  taken  concur  in  this  latter 
statement. 

It  was  expected  that  general  Jesup  would  in  a 
few  days  march  from  Fort  Armstrong  to  Fort  Fos- 
ter, at  which  place  the  Indians  were  to  come  in  on 
the  20th  inst. 

Previous  to  gen.  Jesup’s  arrival  at  Fort  Arm- 
strong he  had  made  an  excursion  into  the  heart  of 
the  Indian  country,  having,  in  the  course  of  the  ex- 
pedition, effected  the  surprise,  on  the  24th  ult.  of 
the  chief  Cooper,  in  his  strong  hold.  Cooper, 
his  son,  and  an  inferior  chief  called  Euchu  Char- 
ley, and  another  Indian  were  killed.  Cooper’s 
family,  with  some  15  or  20  women  and  children, 
were  captured  on  the  27th  ult.  A detachment  fell 
in  with  a party  of  Indians  and  negroes,  who  fled  in- 
to the  Big  Cypress  Swamp,  an  impenetrable  morass. 
They  were  pursued  by  a party  of  marines  under 
col.  Henderson,  and  a number  of  Creek  Indians; 
a skirmish  ensued,  which  resulted  in  our  losing  2 
marines  killed  and  3 wounded,  the  enemy  lost  2 
killed.  They  were  pursued  until  dark,  when  the 
party  returned  to  head  quarters,  having  captured 
from  30  to  40  Indians  and  negroes,  men,  women  and 
children.  About  100  ponies,  50  of  which  were 
laden  with  packs,  and  1,400  head  of  cattle,  were  ta- 
ken on  the  27th  and  28th  ult. 

John  Pleasants,  ofthe  Washington  city  volunteers, 
a brave  soldier,  was  killed  near  Tampa  Bay  not  long 
since  by  a party  of  Indians  who  were  concealed 
behind  a log — eleven  balls  entered  his  body,  four  of 
which  penetrated  to  his  heart. 

The  Indians  are  scattered  in  small  parties 
throughout  the  country  and  frequently  commit  de- 
predations and  murders. 

The  Tallahassee  Intelligencer  of  the  4th  instant 
says — 

The  house  of  Mr.  Sikes,  on  the  Suw'annee,  was 
attacked  last  week  by  thirty  Indians,  in  the  day- 
time. Mr.  Sikes  had  seven  guns  in  his  house. 
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His  wife  reloaded  them  as  they  were  discharged  by 
him.  The  savages  were  at  length  forced  to  re- 
tire, having  lost  four  of  their  number  killed  and 
several  wounded. 

The  house  of  Mr.  Sheffield  on  the  Aucilla,  was 
attacked  three  days  ago.  Mr.  Sheffield  was  severely 
wounded.  Fortunately,  he,  together  with  his  family, 
escaped. 

On  Thursday,  a party  consisting  of  thirty  men 
from  St.  Marks  and  Shell  Point,  went  in  pursuit  of 
a party  of  Indians  lately  seen  about  the  Waculla. 
They  appear  to  be  dispersed  every  where  in  small 
plundering  parties. 

The  Creeks.  Captain  Page  of  4th  infantry  U. 
S.  army,  is  a letter  from  Fort  Mitchell,  Ala.  (3d 
inst.)  to  gov.  Schley,  details  the  recent  hostilities  of 
the  Indians  in  Alabama.  Captain  P.  then  proceeds 
to  state  that  “general  Wellborn  who  commanded  a 
volunteer  company,  mustered  into  the  U.  S.  ser- 
vice, trailed  them  up,  and  the  Indians  got  into  his 
rear  and  opened  a fire  on  him,  and  disabled  three 
men.  The  battle  commenced,  and  lasted  about  a 
half  an  hour,  and  one  man  killed  and  five  wounded. 
Among  the  wounded  was  gen.  Wellborn,  slightly, 
having  the  end  of  his  finger  shot  off.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  battle  he  had  but  21  officers  and 
men  in  the  action;  eleven  of  his  command  were  kill- 
ed. I have  sent  to  his  relief  a company  of  volun- 
teers from  Franklin  county,  Georgia,  and  another 
from  Tallapoosa  county,  Alabama.  The  three 
companies  united,  are  in  full  pursuit  of  the  hostiles. 

Gen.  Wellborn  thinks  the  number  of  Indians  he 
had  to  contend  with  was  about  sixty. 

By  the  latest  intelligence  from  the  seat  of  war 
about  sixty  Indians  had  surrendered,  and  it  was  sup- 
posed that  the  excitement  would  now  speedily  sub- 
side. 

The  Indians  attacked  the  dwelling  of  Mr.  Pugh 
on  the  26th  ult.  and  murdered  that  gentleman  and 
a negro  man  and  child. 

Mr.  Adams  and  the  Globe.  The  following 
note  was  addressed  by  Mr.  Adams  to  the  editors  of 
the  Globe: 

House  of  representatives  of  U.  S.  Feb.  13, 1837. 

To  the  editors  of  the  Globe: 

Sirs:  In  the  report,  published  in  this  morning’s 
Globe,  of  the  debate  in  the  house  of  representatives, 
on  the  resolution  directing  the  speaker  to  issue  his 
warrant  for  the  afrest  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  my  name 
is  inserted  in  the  list  of  yeas  and  nays,  as  voting 
upon  the  motion  to  lay  that  resolution  on  the  table. 

The  journal  of  the  house  will  show,  on  that  ques- 
tion, I did  not  vote  at  all.  I was  excused  from 
voting  on  that  and  every  other  question  affecting 
the  personal  rights  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  for  rea- 
sons expressly  assigned  by  me,  conformably  to  the 
rule  of  the  house. 

I take  this  occasion  to  remark  that,  in  the  report 
of  the  debate,  on  the  same  day,  upon  the  resolution 
offered  by  Mr.  Taylor,  there  are  considerable  errors 
in  the  statement  of  what  was  said  by  me.  I did  not 
say  that  I believed  the  paper,  purporting  to  be  a pe- 
tition from  slaves,  to  be  a forgery,  designed  as  a 
hoax  upon  me;  nor  did  I say  that  I should  not  again 
attempt  to  present  the  petition.  What  I said  was, 
that  I now  believed  the  paper  to  be  a forgery  by  a 
slaveholding  master,  for  the  purpose  of  daring  me 
to  present  a petition  purporting  to  be  from  slaves. 
That  having  thus  reason  to  believe  it  a forgery,  I 
should  not  present  it  as  a petition,  whatever  might 
be  the  decision  of  the  house  on  the  question  before 
them.  If  I should  present  it  at  all,  it  would  be  to 
invoke  the  authority  of  the  house  to  cause  the  au- 
thor of  the  forgery  to  be  prosecuted  for  the  forgery; 
which  I certainly  would  do,  if  there  were  a compe- 
tent judicial  authority  to  try  the  offender,  and  I 
could  require  and  obtain  evidence  to  prove  the  fact. 

I am  not  in  the  habit  of  considering  a forgery, 
committed  to  deter  a member  of  congress  from  the 
discharge  of  his  duty,  as  a hoax. 

I am,  with  due  respect,  sirs,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, J.  Q-  Adams. 

The  Jackson  cheese.  The  president’s  man- 
sion was,  in  pursuance  of  a notice  in  the  “Globe,” 
opened  to  visitors  on  Wednesday  the  22d  instant. 
The  following  paragraph  accompanied  the  notice. 

The  Jackson  cheese.  The  great  cheese  which  was 
made  an  offering  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  the  most  ap- 
propriate present  which  the  farming  class  could 
tender  the  president — the  first  who  brought  their 
influence  to  bear  with  its  full  and  proper  weight 
in  the  public  administration — is  outdone  by  the 
cheese  which  a patriotic  citizen  of  New  York, 
(colonel  Meecham),  sent  more  than  a year  ago  to 
resident  Jackson.  The  Jefferson  cheese  presented 
y the  citizens  of  Cheshire,  Massachusetts,  weigh- 
ed seven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  The  New  York 
present  is  nearly  four  feet  in  diameter,  two  feet 


thick,  and  weighs  fourteen  hundred  pounds.  It 
was  transported  through  the  state  of  New  York 
with  great  parade  to  the  place  where  it  was  ship- 
ped. It  reached  Washington  accompanied  with  a 
splendidly  painted  emblematic  envelope.  We  un- 
derstand the  president  designs  to  offer  this  great 
cheese,  which  is  finely  flavored  and  in  fine  preser- 
vation, to  his  fellow  citizens  who  visit  him  on 
Wednesday  next.  Mr.  Jefferson’s  cheese  was  the 
banquet  of  the  east  room  in  its  unfinished  state. 
The  New  York  present  will  be  served  up  in  the 
hall  of  the  president’s  mansion. 


OPINION  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 
On  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry  ordered  to 

investigate  the  causes  of  the  delay  in  the  campaign 

against  the  Creek  Indians. 

The  president  has  carefully  examined  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court  of  inquiry  recently  held  at  the 
city  of  Frederick,  by  virtue  of  orders  No.  65  and 
68,  so  far  as  the  same  relate  to  the  causes  of  the  de- 
lay in  opening  and  prosecuting  the  campaign  in 
Georgia  and  Alabama,  against  the  hostile  Creek  In- 
dians, in  the  year  1836;  and  has  maturely  consider- 
ed the  opinion  of  the  court  on  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject referred  to  it. 

The  order  constituting  the  court  directs  it,  among 
other  things,  “to  inquire  and  examine  into  the  causes 
of  the  delay  in  opening  and  prosecuting  the  cam- 
paign in  Georgia  and  Alabama,  against  the  hostile 
Creek  Indians,  in  the  year  1836,  and  into  every  sub- 
ject connected  with  the  military  operations  in  the 
campaign  aforesaid;  and  after  fully  investigating  the 
same,  to  report  the  facts,  together  with  its  opinion 
on  the  whole  subject,  for  the  information  of  the  pre- 
sident.” 

It  appears,  from  the  proceedings,  that  after  the 
testimony  of  nine  witnesses  had  been  received  by 
the  court,  and  after  more  than  one  hundred  docu- 
ments, bearing  on  the  subject,  had  also  been  pro- 
duced in  evidence,  and  aftermajor  general  Scott  had 
addressed  the  court  on  the  subject,  the  court  pro- 
ceeded to  pronounce  its  opinion,  as  follows: 

“Upon  a careful  examination  of  the  abundant  tes- 
timony taken  in  the  foregoing  case,  the  court  is  of 
opinion  that  no  delay,  which  it  was  practicable  to 
have  avoided,  was  made  by  major  general  Scott  in 
opening  the  campaign  against  the  Creek  Indians. 
On  the  contrary,  it  appears  that  he  took  the  earliest 
measures  to  provide  arms,  munitions  and  provisions 
for  his  forces,  who  were  found  almost  wholly  desti- 
tute; and  as  soon  as  arms  could  be  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  volunteers,  they  were,  in  succession,  detached 
and  placed  in  position,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
retiring  upon  Florida,  and  whence  they'  could  move 
against  the  main  body  of  the  enemy,  as  soon  as 
equipped  for  offensive  operations. 

“From  the  testimony  of  the  governor  of  Georgia, 
of  major  general  Sanford,  commander  of  the  Georgia 
volunteers,  and  many  other  witnesses  of  high  rank 
and  standing,  who  were  acquainted  with  the  topo- 
graphy of  the  country,  and  the  position  and  strength 
of  the  enemy,  the  court  is  of  opinion  that  the  plan 
of  campaign  adopted  by  major  general  Scott,  was 
well  calculated  to  lead  to  successful  results,  and  that 
it  was  prosecuted  by  him,  as  far  as  practicable,  with 
zeal  and  ability,  until  recalled  from  the  command, 
upon  representations  made  by  major  general  Jesup, 
his  second  in  command,  from  Fort  Mitchell,  in  a 
letter  bearing  date  the  20th  of  June,  1836,  addressed 
toF.  P.  Blair,  esq.  at  Washington,  marked  “private,” 
containing  a request  that  it  be  shown  to  the  presi- 
dent, which  letter  was  exposed  and  brought  to  light 
by  the  dignified  and  magnanimous  act  of  the  presi- 
dent, in  causing  it  to  be  placed  on  file  in  the  depart- 
ment of  war,  as  an  official  document,  and  which 
forms  part  of  these  proceedings,  (see  document  No. 
214).  Conduct  so  extraordinary  and  inexplicable 
on  the  part  of  major  general  Jesup,  in  reference  to 
the  character  of  said  letter,  should,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  court,  be  investigated.” 

The  foregoingopinion  is  not  accompanied  by  any 
report  of  the  facts  in  the  case,  as  required  by  the 
order  constituting  the  court;  on  the  contrary,  the 
facts  are  left  to  be  gathered  from  the  mass  of  oral 
and  documentary  evidence  contained  in  the  proceed- 
ings; and  thus  a most  important  part  of  the  duty  as- 
signed to  the  court  remains  unexecuted.  Had  the 
court  stated  the  facts  of  the  case,  as  established  to 
its  satisfaction  by  the  evidence  before  it,  the  presi- 
dent, on  comparing  such  state  of  facts  found  by  the 
court,  with  its  opinion,  would  have  distinctly  under- 
stood the  views  entertained  by  the  court  in  respect 
to  the  degree  of  promptitude  and  energy  which 
ought  to  be  displayed  in  a campaign  against  Indians 
— a point  manifestly  indispensable  to  a correct  ap- 
preciation of  the  opinion,  and  one  which  the  presi- 
dent’s examination  of  the  evidence  has  not  supplied, 
inasmuch  as  he  has  no  means  of  knowing  whether 
the  conclusions  drawn  by  him  from  the  evidence 
agree  with  those  of  the  court. 


The  opinion  of  the  court  is  also  argumentative, 
and  wanting  in  requisite  precision;  inasmuch  as  it 
states  that  “no  delay,  which  it  was  practicable  to  have 
avoided,  was  made  by  major  general  Scott,  in  opening 
the  campaign  against  the  Creek  Indians,  &c.  ike.;” 
thus  leaving  it  to  be  inferred,  but  not  distinctly  find- 
ing, that  there  was  some  delay,  and  that  it  was  made 
by  some  person  other  than  major  general  Scott;  w ith- 
out  specifying  in  what  such  delay  consisted,  when 
it  occurred,  how  long  it  continued,  nor  by  whom  it 
was  occasioned.  Had  the  court  found  a state  of 
facts  as  required  by  the  order  constituting  it,  the  un- 
certainty now  existing  in  this  part  of  the  opinion 
would  have  been  obviated,  and  the  justice  of  the 
opinion  itself  readily  determined. 

That  part  of  the  opinion  of  the  court  which  ani- 
madverts on  the  letter  addressed  by  major  general 
Jesup  to  F.  P.  Blair,  esq.  bearing  date  the  20th  of 
June,  1836,  and  which  presents  the  same  as  a sub- 
ject demanding  investigation,  appears  to  the  presi- 
dent to  be  wholly  unauthorised  by  the  order  consti- 
tuting the  court,  and  by  which  its  jurisdiction  was 
confined  to  an  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  delay 
in  opening  and  prosecuting  the  campaign  against 
the  hostile  Creeks,  and  into  such  subjects  as  Were 
connected  with  the  military  operations  in  that  cam- 
paign. The  causes  of  the  recall  of  major  general 
Scott  from  the  command,  and  the  propriety  or  im- 
propriety of  the  conduct  of  general  Jesup  in  writing 
the  letter  referred  to,  were  not  submitted  to  the  court 
as  subjects  of  inquiry7.  The  court  itself  appears  to 
have  been  of  this  opinion,  inasmuch  as  no  notice 
was  given  to  gen.  Jesup  of  the  pendency  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, nor  had  he  any  opportunity  to  cross  exa- 
mine and  interrogate  the  witnesses;  nor  to  be  heard 
in  respect  to  his  conduct  in  the  matter  remarked  on 
by  the  court. 

For  the  several  reasons  above  assigned,  the  pre- 
sident disapproves  the  opinion  of  the  court,  and  re- 
mits to  it  the  proceedings  in  question,  to  the  end 
that  the  court  may  resume  the  consideration  of  the 
evidence;  and  from  the  same,  and  from  such  further 
evidence  as  shall  be  taken,  (in  case  the  court  shall 
deem  it  necessary  to  take  further  evidence),  mav 
ascertain  and  report,  with  distinctness  and  precision 
— especially  as  to  time,  place,  distances  and  other 
circumstances — all  the  facts  touching  the  opening 
and  prosecuting  of  the  campaign  in  Georgia  ana 
Alabama  against  the  hostile  Creek  Indians,  in  the 
year  1836,  and  the  military  operations  in  the  said 
campaign:  and  touching  the  delay,  if  any  there  was, 
in  the  opening  or  prosecuting  of  said  campaign, 
and  the  causes  ot  such  delay;  and  to  the  end,  also, 
that  the  court,  whilst  confining  its  opinion  to  the 
subject  matters  submitted  to  it,  may  fully  and  dis- 
tinctly express  its  opinion  on  those  matters  for  the 
information  of  the  president. 

The  secretary  of  war  ad  interim  will  cause  the 
proceedings  of  the  court  on  the  subject  of  the  cam- 
paign against  the  Creek  Indians,  with  the  documen- 
tary evidence  referred  to  therein,  and  a copy  of  the 
foregoing  opinion,  to  be  transmitted  to  major  general 
Macomb,  president  of  the  court,  for  the  proper  ac- 
tion thereon.  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Washington,  Feb.  14,  1837. 


THE  NAVY— OFFICIAL. 

Navy  department,  Feb.  18,  1837. 

In  consequence  of  the  subjoined  letter  from  lieu- 
tenant Samuel  W.  Downing,  of  the  United  States 
navy,  declaring  his  conviction  of  the  impropriety 
of  his  charges  and  publications  against  captain 
Thomas  ap  Catesby  Jones,  president  of  the  court 
martial  convened  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the 
month  of  July,  1835,  for  the  trial  of  purser  William 
P.  Zantzinger,  and  against  the  members  of  the  said 
court  and  their  proceedings — his  regret  that  said 
charges  and  publications  were  so  made  and  publish- 
ed by  him,  and  his  retraction  of  them — the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  has  been  pleased  to  re- 
mit the  sentence  of  the  general  naval  court  mar- 
tial convened  in  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  27th 
of  December  last,  for  his  trial,  and  lieutenant  Sa- 
muel W.  Downing  has  been  restored  to  duty. 

Washington  city,  Feb.  13,  1S37. 

Sir:  It  having  been  intimated  to  me  that  a retrac- 
tion is  required  of  my  communication  published  in 
the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle,  in  which  it  is  alleg- 
ed or  implied  that  captain  Thomas  ap  Catesby  Jones 
violated  his  oath  as  a member  of  the  court  martial, 
&c.  and  that  he  drew  up  the  sentence  of  the  court, 
and  procured  a vote  by  which  the  offensive  remarks 
applied  to  me  were  made  a part  of  their  finding, 
and  inserted  in  their  proceeding;  the  same  having 
been  adjudged  by  the  late  court  martial,  upon  an 
examination  of  the  evidence  laid  before  them  to  be 
a libel;  and  being  convinced  of  the  impropriety  of 
those  publications,  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  I submit  cheerfully  to  the  opinion  of  the  court, 
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and  regret  that  the  charges  were  made  and  publish- 
ed, and  now  retract  them,  and  request  that  they 
may  be  considered  as  not  having  been  made,  and 
hoping  that  the  frankness  of  my  declaration  may 
be  satisfactory  to  the  department,  to  captain  Jones 
and  the  other  members  of  the  court  upon  whose 
conduct  these  publications  reflect.  Most  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  DOWNING. 
The  hon.  Mahlon  Dickerson,  secretary  of  the  navy. 

THE  ARMY— OFFICIAL. 

GENERAL  ORDER,  NO.  2. 

Adjutant  general’s  office,  Washington,  Feb.  3,  1837. 

I —  The  secretary  of  war,  ad  interim,  has  received 
the  following  resolution  from  the  senate  of  the  U. 
States: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  requested 
to  cause  an  examination  to  be  made  by  a board  of 
oflicers,  into  the  improvements  in  fire-arms  made 
by  Hall,  Cochran,  Colt  and  the  baron  Hackett;  and 
that  the  general  results  be  presented  to  the  senate 
in  tabular  statements,  showing  the  advantages  of 
each  in  all  important  military  points  of  view,  and 
especially  as  to — 

1.  The  celerity  of  fire. 

2.  The  extent  of  the  recoil. 

3.  The  efficiency  of  the  fire. 

4.  The  inconvenience  from  heated  barrel  in  ra- 
pid firing. 

5.  The  capacity  of  being  used  as  a rifle. 

6.  The  simplicity  and  cheapness  of  construction. 

7.  Durability. 

8.  Saving  of  ammunition  and  appendages. 

9.  The  number  of  charges  which  may  be  carried 
by  an  infantry  soldier. 

10.  The  advantages  when  used  against  a charge 
of  cavalry. 

11.  The  advantages  when  used  by  cavalry. 

II —  In  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the 
foregoing  resolution,  the  secretary  directs  that  a 
board,  to  be  composed  of  the  following  officers,  to 
wit: 

Brev.  brig,  general  J.  R.  Fenwick,  colonel  of  the 
4th  artillery; 

Brevet  brig,  general  N.  Towson,  paymaster  ge- 
neral; 

Col.  G.  Croghan,  inspector  general; 

Brev.  lieut.  col.  Worth,  ordnance; 

Lieut,  col.  Wainewright,  marine  corps; 

Lieut,  col.  Talcott,  ordnance; 

Capt.  B.  Huger,  ordnance; 
be  assembled  at  the  Washington  arsenal  on  Mon- 
day, the  20th  of  February  instant,  at  11  o’clock, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a thorough  examination 
of  the  improvements  in  fire  arms  made  by  Hall, 
Colt,  Cochran  and  the  baron  Hackett,  in  the  man- 
ner and  mode  specified  in  the  resolution. 

III —  The  board  will  report  the  general  results, 
for  the  information  of  the  secretary'  of  war,  in  ta- 
bular form,  showing  the  utility  of  each  fire-arm  in 
all  important  military  points  of  view’,  as  required 
by  the  resolution;  and  will  also  report  such  further 
information  on  the  subject  as  they  may  be  able  to 
communicate,  with  their  opinion  on  the  relative 
advantages  of  the  several  improvements  submitted 
to  their  examination. 

First  lieut.  J.  N.  Macomb,  of  the  artillery,  and 
aid-de-camp,  will  record  the  proceedings  of  the 
board.  By  order:  ROGER  JONES, 

Adjutant  general  of  the  army. 

GENERAL  ORDER,  NO.  3. 

Adjutant  general’s  office,  Washington,  Feb.  7,  1837. 

I.  A general  court  martial  will  assemble  at  the 
new  barracks,  in  Savannah,  Georgia,  on  the  9th  of 
March,  1837,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable, 
for  the  trial  of  major  William  Gates,  of  the  second 
regiment  of  artillery,  and  such  prisoners  as  may  be 
brought  before  it.  The  following  named  officers 
are  hereby  detailed  to  constitute  the  court,  being  of 
the  highest  rank,  and  the  greatest  number  that  can 
be  convened  without  manifest  injury  to  the  service. 

Brevet  brigadier  general  H.  Brady,  col.  2d  infan- 
try; col.  W.  Lindsay,  2d  artillery;  brevet  col.  J.  B. 
Walbach,  1st  artillery;  col.  D.  E.  Twiggs,  2d  dra- 
goons; lieut.  col.  J.  Bankhead,  3d  artillery;  lieut. 
col.  R.  Cummings,  2d  infantry;  brevet  major  M. 
P.  Lomax,  3d  artillery;  brevet  major  J.  Irving,  4th 
artillery;  brevet  major  T.  F.  Hunt,  5th  infantry; 
captain  G.  S.  Drane,  2d  artillery;  captain  P.  H. 
Galt,  4th  artillery;  first  lieut.  AY.  C.  De  Hart,  2d 
regiment  of  artillery,  judge  advocate. 

II.  In  case  of  the  non-attendance  of  any  of  the 
members  cf  the  court  at  the  time  and  place  men- 
tioned, in  consequence  of  sickness  or  other  unavoid- 
able cause,  the  court  will  be  organized  w’ith  any 
number  not  less  than  seven,  and,  so  constituted, 
proceed  with  the  trial. 

By  order  of  major  general  Macomb: 

R.  JONES,  adjutant  general. 


GENERAL  ORDER,  No.  4. 

Adjutant  general’s  office,  Washington,  Feb.  22,  J837. 

In  consequence  of  the  duties  in  which  several  of 
the  officers  detailed  as  membersof  the  general  court 
martial,  ordered  to  assemble  at  Savannah,  Georgia, 
on  the  9th  of  March,  pursuant  to  “ general  order” 
No.  3,  are  now  engaged,  the  said  court  will  not  be 
able  to  convene  sooner  than  the  31stof  March;  when 
the  officers  concerned  will  severally  appear  in  per- 
son accordingly.  By  order, 

R.  JONES,  adjutant  general. 


THE  FLOUR-RIOT  IN  NEW  YORK. 

The  following  particulars  of  the  late  riot  in  New 
York  are  from  the  New  York  Commercial  Adver- 
tiser of  the  14th  inst.  and  are  placed  on  record  to 
enable  the  future  historian  to  trace  the  downward 
course  of  this  republic:  for  we  are  fully  convinced, 
that  unless  such  disgraceful  acts  are  promptly  pun- 
ished by  the  arm  of  public  justice,  the  spirit  which 
dictated  them  will  openly  reveal  itself  against  other 
interests,  also  deemed  sacred,  and  substitute  the  law 
of  force,  for  the  statute  and  moral  law,  and  ulti- 
mately overthrow  every  thing  deemed  valuable  in 
our  political  and  civil  institutions. 

Whoever  will  turn  to  the  history  of  the  French 
revolution  of  1789,  will  find  that  the  “death  dance” 
was  commenced  by  mobs  clamoring  for  bread, 
marching  in  procession,  and  committing  outrages 
against  the  bakers.  In  view  of  this  fact,  we  have 
watched  the  signs  of  the  times  in  this  city,  and  other 
parts  of  the  country,  with  the  greater  apprehension. 
A meeting  was  held  at  the  Broadway  Tabernacle, 
some  two  or  three  weeks  since  to  consider  and  act 
upon  the  subject  of  the  high  price  of  provisions. 
True,  an  attempt  was  made  to  ingraft  its  proceedings 
upon  the  temperance  cause,  by  attributing  the  high 
prices  of  flour  and  grain  to  the  distilleries. — But  we 
liked  it  not — seeing  nothing  but  evil  from  its  inevit- 
able tendency. 

With  still  greater  dislike  did  we  view  the  notice 
for  a public  meeting  in  the  Park,  yesterday  after- 
noon, arranged  under  the  auspices  of  those  precious 
Jackson-jacobins,  Moses  Jacques  and  Alexander 
Ming,  jr.  The  following  is  a copy  of  the  notice 
which  was  not  only  published  in  the  agrarian  papers, 
but  placarded  through  the  city: 

[Here  follows  the  notice  calling  the  meeting,  in- 
serted in  the  last  “Register,”  page  400.] 

Such,  however,  was  not  the  case.  At  4 o’clock, 
a concourse  of  several  thousands  had  convened  in 
front  of  the  City  Hall — composed,  as  we  are  assured, 
of  the  very  canaille  of  the  city — and  combining 
within  itself  all  the  elements  of  outrage,  riot  and  re- 
volution. Moses  Jacques  was  elected  as  the  fitting 
chairman,  of  such  a meeting.  But  order  was  not 
the  presiding  genius  on  the  occasion,  and  the  meet- 
ing was  divided  into  various  groups,  each  of  which 
was  harangued  by  some  chosen  demagogue,  after 
his  own  fashion,  and  on  his  own  account. 

Conspicuous  among  the  orators  was  Alexander 
Ming,  jr.  a patriot  who  has  several  times  been  ho- 
nored as  one  of  the  candidates  for  the  office  of  register 
of  this  city. — His  discourse,  on  the  present  occasion, 
is  represented  as  having  been  less  exciting  and  in- 
flammatory than  were  those  of  his  fellow  orators,  as 
he  confined  himself  to  the  currency  question — en- 
forcing the  doctrines  of  his  great  colleague  of  re- 
form colonel  Benton — and  advising  people  to  discard 
bank  notes,  and  receive  nothing  but  the  precious 
metals.  At  the  close  of  his  harangue,  Ming  intro- 
duced a set  of  resolutions,  of  the  character  of  which 
we  are  no  further  informed  than  that  one  of  them 
proposed  a memorial  to  the  legislature,  praying  the 
prohibition  of  all  bank  notes  under  the  denomina- 
tion of  one  hundred  dollars.  The  illustrious  Bento- 
nian  patriot  was  then  uplifted  upon  the  shoulders  of 
the  sovereign  mob,  and  borne  proudly  aloft  over  to 
Tammany  Hall. 

There  were  other  speakers,  however,  who  came 
directly  to  the  business  of  the  meeting,  and,  in  the 
most  exciting  manner,  denounced  the  landlords,  and 
the  holders  of  flour,  for  the  prices  of  rents  and  pro- 
visions. One  of  these  orators,  in  the  course  of  his 
address,  after  working  upon  the  passions  of  his  au- 
dience until  they  were  fitted  for  the  work  of  spoil 
and  outrage,  is  reported  to  have  expressly  directed 
the  popular  vengeance  against  Mr.  Eli  Hart,  who 
is  one  of  our  most  extensive  flour  dealers  on  com- 
mission. “Fellow-citizens!”  he  exclaimed,  “Mr. 
Hart  has  now  53,000  barrels  of  flour  in  his  store;  let 
us  go  and  offer  him  eight  dollars  a barrel,  and  if  he 
does  not  take  it” — here  some  person  touched  the 
orator  on  the  shoulder,  and  he  suddenly  lowered  his 
voice,  and  finished  his  sentence  by  saying,  “we 
shall  depart  from  him  in  peace.” 

The  hint  was  sufficient;  and  a large  body  of  the 
meeting  moved  off  in  the  direction  of  Mr.  Hart’s 
store,  in  Washington,  between  Dey  and  Courtlandt 


| streets.  The  store  is  a very  large  brick  building, 
having  three  wide  but  strong  iron  doors  upon  the 
street.  Being  apprised  of  the  approach  of  the  mob, 
j the  clerks  secured  the  doors  and  windows;  but  not 
until  the  middle  door  had  been  forced,  and  some 
twenty  or  thirty  barrels  of  flour  or  more,  rolled  into 
the  street,  and  the  heads  staved  in.  At  this  point  of 
time  Mr.  Hart  himself  arrived  on  the  ground,  with 
a posse  of  officers  from  the  police.  The  officers 
were  assailed  by  a portion  of  tne  mob  in  Dey  street, 
their  staves  wrested  from  them,  and  shivered  to 
pieces.  The  number  of  the  mob  not  being  large  at 
this  time,  the  officers  succeeded  in  entering  the  store, 
and  for  a short  time  interrupted  the  work  of  destruc- 
tion. 

The  mayor  next  arrived  at  the  scene  of  waste  and 
riot,  and  attempted  to  remonstrate  with  the  infatu- 
ated multitude  on  the  folly  of  their  conduct — but  to 
no  purpose;  their  numbers  were  rapidly  increasing, 
and  his  honor  was  assailed  with  missiles  of  all 
sorts  at  hand,  and  with  such  fury  that  he  was  com- 
elled  to  retire.  Large  reinforcements  of  the  rioters 
aving  arrived,  the  officers  were  driven  from  the 
field,  and  the  store  carried  by  assault — the  first  iron 
door  torn  from  its  hinges,  being  used  as  a battering 
ram  against  the  others.  The  destructives  at  once 
rushed  in,  and  the  windows  and  doors  of  the  lofts 
were  broken  open.  And  now  again  commenced  the 
work  of  destruction. 

Barrel*  of  flour,  by  dozens,  fifties  and  hundreds 
were  tumbled  into  the  street  from  the  doors,  and 
thrown  in  rapid  succession  from  the  windows,  ar.d 
the  heads  of  those  which  did  not  break  in  falling, 
were  instantly  staved  in.  Intermingled  with  the  flour, 
were  sacks  of  wheat  by  the  hundred,  which  were 
cast  into  the  street,  and  their  contents  thrown  upon 
the  pavement.  About  one  thousand  bushels  of 
wheat,  and  four  or  five  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  were 
thus  wantonly  and  foolishly  as  well  as  wickedly  de- 
stroyed. The  most  active  of  the  destruclionists  were 
foreigners — indeed  the  greater  part  of  the  assem- 
blage was  of  exotic  origin;  but  there  were  probably 
five  hundred  or  a thousand  others,  standing  by  and 
abetting  their  incendiary  labors. 

Amidst  the  falling  and  bursting  of  the  barrels  and 
sacks  of  wheat,  numbers  of  women  were  engaged, 
like  the  crones  who  strip  the  dead  in  battle,  filling 
the  boxes  and  baskets  with  which  they  were  provid- 
ed, and  their  aprons,  with  flour,  and  making  off  with 
it.  One  of  the  destructives,  a boy,  named  James 
Roach,  was  seen  upon  one  of  the  upper  window  sills, 
throwing  barrel  after  barrel  into  the  street,  and  cry- 
ing out  with  every  throw — “here  goes  flour  at  eight 
dollars  a barrel!”  Early  in  the  assault,  Mr.  Hart’s 
counting  room  was  entered,  his  books  and  papers 
seized  and  scattered  to  the  winds.  And  herein,  pro- 
bably, consists  his  greatest  loss. 

Night  had  now  closed  upon  the  scene,  but  the 
work  of  destruction  did  not  cease  until  strong  bodies 
of  police  arrived,  followed,  soon  afterward,  by  de- 
tachments of  troops.  The  store  was  then  cleared 
by  justices  Lownds  and  Bloodgood,  and  several  of 
the  rioters  were  arrested,  and  despatched  to  Bride- 
well, under  charge  of  Bowyer,  of  the  police.  On 
his  way  to  the  prison,  he  and  his  assistants  were  as- 
sailed, his  coat  torn  from  his  back,  and  several  of 
the  prisoners  were  rescued.  Several  more,  how- 
ever, were  afterwards  captured  and  secured. 

Before  the  close  of  the  proceedings  at  Hart’s  store, 
however,  the  cry  of  “Meech”  was  raised — where- 
upon a detachment  of  the  rioters  crossed  over  to 
Ccenties  slip,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the  estab- 
lishment of  Meech  & Co.  but  the  store  of  S.  H. 
Herrick  & Co.  coming  first  in  their  way,  they  com- 
menced an  attack  upon  that.  The  windows  were 
first  smashed  in  with  a shower  of  brick-bats,  and 
the  doors  immediately  afterwards  broken.  Some 
twenty  or  thirty  barrels  of  flour  were  then  rolled 
into  the  street,  and  the  heads  of  ten  or  a dozen 
knocked  in. 

The  number  of  the  rioters  engaged  in  this  work 
was  comparatively  small  and  they  soon  desisted 
from  their  Tabors — probably  from  an  intimation  that 
a strong  body  of  the  police  were  on  the  way 
thither.  Another  account  is  that  they  were  in- 
duced to  desist  from  the  work  of  misehief.  by  an 
assurance  from  the  owner,  that  if  they  would  spare 
the  flour,  he  would  give  it  all  to  the  poor  to-day. 
Be  this,  however,  as  it  may,  the  officers  were 
promptly  on  the  spot,  and  by  the  aid  of  the  citizens 
who  collected  rapidly,  the  wretched  rabble  was  dis- 
persed— some  thirty  or  forty  of  them  having  been 
taken  and  secured,  at  the  two  points  of  action.  Un- 
fortunately, however,  the  ringleaders  escaped  al- 
most if  not  quite  to  a man. 

It  would  probably  be  unjust  to  say,  that  these 
riots,  and  the  plunder  of  Mr.  Hart  were  part  and  par- 
cel of  the  original  design  of  the  meeting;  or  that  all 
the  signers  to  the  call  anticipated  such  a termination 
of  their  proceedings.  But  there  is  *trong  circumstan- 
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tial  evidence  that  all  are  not  innocent.  Efforts  have 
been  making,  in  a portion  of  the  penny  press — that 
last  and  most  efficient  invention  of  Satan — for  some 
time  past,  to  arouse  the  popular  indignation  against 
Messrs.  Hart  and  Herrick,  and,  as  the  event  has 
proved — with  but  too  much  success.  Another  cir- 
cumstance indicative  of  a preconcerted  design  to 
plunder  those  warehouses,  is  mentioned  by  one  of 
our  morning  cotemporaries. 

A letter  was  recently  found  in  the  park,  with  an 
anonymous  signature,  and  addressed  to  a Mr.  W. 
Lennox,  informing  him  that  the  store  of  Hart  &.  Co. 
was  to  be  plundered  one  of  these  nights  by  a large 
party  of  persons,  and  that  in  order  to  enable  them 
to  carry  their  designs  into  execution,  two  alarms  of 
fire  were  to  be  given,  one  near  the  Battery,  and 
another  higher  up  the  city,  and  that  whilst  the 
watchmen  arid  police  were  assembled  at  those  two 
points,  the  conspirators  were  to  break  open  the 
store  and  carry  off  as  much  flour  as  they  could. 
This  letter  was  brought  to  the  high  constable,  Jacob 
Hays,  who  showed  it  to  Hart  & Co.  Besides  this, 
other  anonymous  letters  of  a similar  import  came  to 
the  hands  of  the  mayor,  who  caused  their  contents 
to  be  made  known  to  Hart  & Co. 

If  these  things  are  so,  the  city  authorities  are 
greatly  to  blame  that  efficient  measures  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  peace  of  the  city,  were  not  concert 
ed  in  anticipation  of  the  meeting.  The  evening 
was  the  regular  time  of  the  meeting  of  both  boards 
of  the  common  council.  They  assembled  as  usual; 
but  such  wa3  the  condition  of  the  city,  that  they 
immediately  adjourned,  and  the  members  at  once 
placed  themselves  upon  the  peace  establishment. 
At  8 o’clock  all  was  quiet.  We  took  a stroll  over 
the  scene  of  the  principal  riot,  wading,  for  a con 
siderable  distance,  half  leg-deep  in  flour  and  wheat. 
Several  hundreds  of  people  were  yet  lingering 
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side,  even  temporarily,  over  either,  or  in  any  deli-  [determined  that  the  public  interest  shall  not,  as  far 


about,  but  the  police  were  strong  and  patrols 
troop3  frequent.  We  saw  several  women  stealing 
away  with  small  sacks  of  flour;  but  the  weather 
was  too  intensely  cold  for  people  long  to  remain 
abroad — and  before  nine  all  was  deserted  and  still 
Thus  has  ended  the  first  attempt  of  the  sovereign 
wisdom  of  this  country  to  reduce  the  price  of  provi 
sions,  by  reducing  the  quantity  in  market. 

The  troops  on  duty  were  detachments  from  the 
national  guards,  under  col.  Smith,  and  from  col 
Helas’  regiment.  The  night  was  bright  moonlight, 
and  the  glittering  of  the  burnished  armor  made 
quite  a striking  appearance.  Unfortunately,  the 
spirit  of  insubordination  to  the  restraints  of  law,  is 
so  widely  diffusing  itself,  that  it  is  necessary  to 
keep  this  armour  in  a state  of  effective  preparation. 

Since  the  above  was  in  type  we  have  received 
the  following  card. 

A CARD. 

QC5-  An  erroneous  impression  seems  to  prevail 
thatthe  subscriber  has  purchased  up  and  monopoliz- 
ed the  flour  in  market,  which  he  holds  at  an  exor- 
bitant price.  He  assures  the  public,  that  there  is 
nb  flour  in  the  city  to  any  extent,  but  what  is  the 
property  of  millers  in  the  country,  and  is  held  by 
the  agents  here,  and  under  the  control  of  the  owners; 
the  agents  having  no  farther  interest  in  the  price 
than  the  commissions  they  receive. 

The  great  scarcity  of  grain  throughout  the  coun- 
try may  be  quoted  as  the  cause  of  the  advance  in 
the  price  of  flour,  which  at  twelve  dollars  yields 
but  a bare  profit,  and  that  the  stock  now  on  hand 
may  be  estimated  at  not  more  that  half  of  last  year. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  destruct:on  of  the 
article  cannot  have  a tendency  to  reduce  the  price, 
nor  can  there  be  any  disposition  to  injure  the  real 
owners  of  the  article,  by  assailing  the  stores  of  the 
agents.  ELI  HART  8c  CO. 


berative  assembly.  My  attention  has  generally  been 
ngrossed  by  the  more  immediate  acts  of  legislation, 
without  special  regard  to  the  minuteness  of  rules 
and  orders,  so  necessary  to  the  progress  of  business, 
and  so  important  to  the  observance  of  the  presiding 
officer. 

Contemplating  the  character  of  my  distinguished 
predecessor,  and  considering  my  deficiency  in  point 
of  talent,  and  the  want  of  experience  for  the  appro- 
priate duties  of  the  station,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
overcome  entirely  the  diffidence  with  which  I meet 
this  call  of  my  fellow  citizens.  But  this  reflection 
will  always  console  me,  that  any  errors  on  my  part 
will  effect  me  personally  rather  than  the  public;  the 
intelligence  of  the  senate  will  guard  the  country  from 
any  injury  that  might  result  from  the  imperfections 
of  its  presiding  officer,  and  its  magnanimity  will 
cover  those  imperfections  with  the  veil  of  charity. 
In  this  conclusion,  I find  a warrant  in  contemplating 
among  the  members  of  your  body  many  friends  with 
whom  I have  been  associated  in  public  life.  It  is 
only  in  the  event  of  an  equal  division  of  the  senate 
that  the  presiding  officer  is  called  upon  to  give  his 
vote.  My  hope  is,  that  there  may  be  always  a suffi- 
cient unanimity  to  prevent  such  a contingency.  If, 
however,  it  should  happen,  this  will  be  familiar  to 
me,  and  I shall  perform  it  without  embarrassment. 
In  exercising  this  power,  1 shall  expect  the  same  in- 
dulgence that  I have  ever  extended  to  others,  where 
differences  of  opinion  existed. 

To  the  senate  the  most  important  trusts  are  com- 
mitted. Its  duties  are  legislative,  executive,  and, 
in  certain  contingencies,  judicial.  As  citizens,  every 
branch  of  our  government  is  dear  to  us;  but,  from 
my  more  immediate  relation  to  this,  by  your  choice, 
I shall  regard  it  with  special  interest.  It  stands  pre- 
eminent in  talent  and  character.  In  presiding  over 
its  deliberations,  it  shall  be  my  effort  to  act  with 
perfect  respect  and  impartiality  towards  every  mem- 
ber, and  endeavor  by  this  course  of  conduct,  to  me- 
rit the  approbation  of  all.  R.  M.  JOHNSON. 

City  of  Washington,  Feb.  10,  1837. 
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RICHARD  M.  JOHNSON’S  LETTER. 

2’o  the  senate  of  the  United.  States: 

Gentlemen — I have  received,  with  no  ordinary 
emotions,  the  notice  through  your  committee,  of  my 
election  to  the  office  of  vice  president  of  the  United 
States  by  the  senate.  I accept  the  station  assigned 
me.  This  token  of  regard  from  the  representatives 
of  the  states,  will  ever  be  held  in  grateful  recollec- 
tion. Permit  me  to  tender  you  my  sincere  thanks. 

Observing  that  your  decision  is  in  harmony  with 
a majority  of  the  states,  and  a moiety  of  all  the  elec- 
tors in  the  primary  colleges,  my  gratification  is 
heightened,  from  the  conviction  that  the  senate,  in 
the  exercise  of  their  constitutional  prerogative,  con- 
curred with,  and  confirmed  the  wishes  both  of  the 
states  and  of  the  people.  Called,  in  virtue,  of  this 
preferment,  to  preside  in  the  deliberations  of  your 
enlightened  body,  from  and  after  the  3d  of  March 
next,  permit  me  to  make  use  of  this  opportunity  to 
say,  that  I cannot  feel  insensible  to  difficulties  which 
I roust  anticipate,  and  the  frequent  occasion  I may 
have  for  your  forbearance.  Though  for  thirty  years 
a member  of  one  or  the  other  of  the  two  houses  of 
congress,  yet  I have  never  been  accustomed  to  pre- 


SECRETARY  OF  STATE  AND  THE 
NATIONAL  INTELLIGENCER. 

From  the  Intelligencer  of  Saturday,  Feb.  11. 

The  publishers  of  this  paper  had  the  honor  yes- 
terday to  receive  from  the  department  of  state  the 
following  letter: 

Department  of  state,  Washington,  Feb.  9,  1837. 
Messrs.  Gales  If  Seaton, 

Publishers  of  the  National  Intelligencer: 
Gentlemen:  The  subscription,  on  the  part  of 
this  department,  for  sixteen  copies  of  your  semi- 
weekly, and  one  copy  of  your  daily  paper,  for  the 
legations  abroad,  will  cease  on  the  expiration  of  the 
period  for  which  that  subscription  has  been  paid. 

I am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDVV’D  STUBBS,  Jgent. 

To  this  letter  we  have  done  ourselves  the  pleasure 
to  return  the  following  reply: 

Office  of  the  National  Intelligencer,  Feb.  10, 1837. 
Sir:  We  have  received  your  letter  directing  a 
discontinuance  of  certain  papers  ordered  from  this 
office  by  the  department  of  state,  after  the  time  to 
which  they  are  paid  for.  In  conformity  to  our 
usage  in  such  cases,  not  to  send  the  National  Intel- 
ligencer to  any  subscriber  one  moment  longer  than 
he  desires  to  continue  to  receive  it,  we  have  direct- 
ed the  papers  in  question  to  be  discontinued  from 
this  day,  that  is  to  say,  sixteen  copies  of  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer  and  one  copy  of  the  Daily  Na- 
tional Intelligencer. 

As  the  subscription  to  those  papers  is  paid  for  up 
to  the  26th  day  of  August  next,  the  total  amount  so 
overpaid  being  $57  42,  we  have,  also  in  accordance 
with  what  we  have  heretofore  done  in  such  cases, 
refunded  the  amount  paid  in  advance,  by  this  day 
placing  to  your  credit  in  the  bank  of  the  Metropo- 
lis the  above  sum  of  $57  42.  We  are,  very  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servants, 

GALES  8t  SEATON. 
Edward  Stubbs,  esq.  agent,  department  of  slate. 

We  may,  we  presume,  without  any  violence  of 
construction,  place  this  measure  on  the  part  of  the 
honorable  secretary  of  state  to  political  account. 
We  regret  that  so  veteran  a politician  has  not  learnt 
to  look  on  occasional  differences  of  opinion  on  pub- 
lic questions  (for  we  have  not  always  differed) 
with  more  philosophy;  and  that  he  should  have 
been  impelled  by  his  feelings  thus  suddenly  to  cut 
off  from  the  legations  of  his  government  in  foreign 
countries  a source  of  information  with  which  they 
have  been  supplied  from  the  department  of  state 
under  every  change  of  administration,  and  every 
phase  of  party,  now  for  near  forty  years.  But 
though  it  is  the  misfortune  of  the  Intelligencer  to 
have  thus  suffered  proscription  at  the  hands  of  the 
honorable  secretary,  we  know  that  our  ministers 
abroad  continue  to  place  on  it  a juster  value;  and 


as  we  can  prevent  it,  suffer  by  keeping  them  in  ig- 
norance (except  as  officially  advised)  of  what  is  go- 
ing on  at  home,  or,  what  is  as  bad,  giving  them 
one-sided  views  of  public  affairs,  we  shall  regularly 
forward  files  of  the  National  Intelligencer  from  this 
office,  beginning  this  day,  to  each  of  our  ministers, 
charge  d’affairs  and  consuls-general  abroad,  for 
which  they  will  individually  pay  the  publishers  if 
they  think  proper,  but  which,  if  they  do  not,  they 
are  still  welcome  to.  If  their  government  acts  upon 
such  contracted  or  penurious  principles  as  to  refuse 
them  light,  it  shall  not  be  our  fault  if  they  are  kept 
in  benighted  ignorance  of  the  affairs  of  their  own 
country. 


LEGISLATURE  OF  DELAWARE. 
Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Delaware,  in  rela- 
tion to  expunging  a certain  resolution  on  the  jour- 
nal of  the  senate. 

IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  FEB.  7,  1837. 

Whereas  the  president  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  month  of  September,  1833,  by  an  abuse  of  the 
power  of  appointment  to  office,  did  cause  the  public 
money  of  the  United  States  to  be  removed  from  the 
custody  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  States,  where  it  had 
been  deposited  by  law,  subject  only  to  be  removed 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  upon  good  and 
sufficient  reasons,  to  be  exhibited  to  congress,  and 
did  declare  that  he  assumed  the  responsibility  of 
that  act;  an  act  which  this  general  assembly  believes 
was  pernicious  in  its  consequences,  and  derogatory 
to  the  public  faith,  as  well  as  subversive  of  the  con- 
stitution: and  whereas  the  senate  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  28th  day  of  March  thereafter,  upon 
full  consideration  of  said  act  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  the  exercise,  as  this  general 
assembly  solemnly  believes,  of  its  constitutional 
power,  did  declare  its  opinion  of  the  said  act,  and 
caused  that  opinion  to  be  recorded  in  its  journal,  in 
the  words  following,  viz: 

“Resolved,  That  the  president,  in  the  late  execu- 
tive proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public  revenue, 
has  assumed  upon  himself  authority  and  power  not 
conferred  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  dero- 
gation of  both.” 

And  whereas  a resolution  was  adopted  by  the 
senate  of  the  U.  States,  on  the  16th  day  of  January 
inst.  in  the  words  following,  viz: 

“Resolved,  That  the  said  resolve  [meaning  the 
preceding  resolution]  he  expunged  from  the  journal; 
and  for  that  purpose,  that  the  secretary  of  the  se- 
nate, at  such  time  and  place  as  the  senate  may  ap- 
point, shall  bring  the  manuscript  journal  of  the  ses- 
sion of  1833-’34  into  the  senate,  and,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  senate,  draw  black  lines  round  the  said 
resolve,  and  write  across  the  face  thereof,  in  strong 
letters,  the  following  words:  ‘Expunged  by  order  of 
the  senate,  this  sixteenth  day  of  January,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1837.’” 

And  the  said  secretary  did,  thereupon,  produce 
the  said  journal,  and,  according  to  the  direction  of 
the  said  resolution,  did  draw  black  lines  around  the 
resolution  of  the  28th  March.  1S34,  as  it  was  record- 
ed in  the  said  journal,  and  wrote  across  the  face 
thereof,  the  words  “expunged  by  order  of  the  senate, 
this  16th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1837,”  thereby  altering,  defacing,  and  mutilating  a 
public  record: 

And  this  general  assembly,  solemnly  believing  in 
the  truth  and  justice  of  the  resolution  of  the  28th 
of  March,  1834,  and  in  the  full  and  perfect  right  of 
the  senate,  under  the  constitution,  to  adopt  the  same, 
cannot  but  view,  with  the  strongest  feelings  of  con- 
demnation, an  act  which,  in  their  judgment,  contro- 
verts a solemn  truth,  violates  the  constitution,  by 
destroying  that  which  the  constitution  enjoins  shall 
be  kept,  and  directly  invades  the  rights  of  the  seve- 
ral states  of  this  confederacy,  each  of  which  has  a 
property  in  the  journal  of  the  senate,  as  that  is  the 
only  record  from  which  it  can  derive  a knowledge 
of  the  votes  and  acts  of  its  representatives  in  that 
body;  and  for  the  purpose,  as  well  of  vindicating 
the  rights  of  this  state  in  the  premises,  as  of  sooner 
or  later  reestablishing  the  constitutional  power  of 
the  senate  of  the  United  States,  and  of  vindicating 
the  constitution  itself,  by  the  restoration  of  the 
journal  of  the  senate,  so  that  it  shall  remain  a true 
and  faithful  record  of  the  acts  and  proceedings  of 
the  senate,  and  in  all  time  hereafter  be  kept  as  the 
constitution  enjoins: 

Be  it  therefore  resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of 
representatives  of  the  state  of  Delaware  in  general 
assembly  met,  That  the  senators  of  this  state  in  the 
congress  of  the  United  States  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  instructed  to  introduce  in  the  senate,  and 
give  their  earnest  support  to,  a resolution  for  restor- 
ing the  journal  of  its  proceedings  of  the  28th  day 
of  March,  1834,  and  for  rescinding  and  solemnly 
disavowing  the  principles  of  the  resolution  of  the 
16th  day  of  January,  1837,  and  to  give  notice  in  the 
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senate  that  the  motion  will  be  persisted  in  until  the 
journal  of  the  senate  of  the  28th  day  of  March,  1834, 
shall  be  restored,  the  constitutional  powers  of  the 
senate  vindicated,  and  the  right  and  property  of  this 
state  in  the  journal  of  the  senate  firmly  re-esia- 
blished. 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  the  foregoing  proceed- 
ings, signed  by  the  speakers  of  both  nouses,  be 
transmitted  by  the  governor  to  the  senators  of  this 
state  in  congress,  with  a request  that  they  be  laid 
before  the  senate. 

WILLIAM  D.  WAPLES, 
Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

P.  SPRUANCE,  Jr. 

Speaker  of  the  senate. 
Adopted  this  31st  day  of  January,  1837. 

MR.  McKEAN’S  LETTER  TO  THE  LEGIS- 
LATURE OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Hon.  Lewis  Dewart,  speaker  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
Sir:  Please  to  lay  before  the  honorable  house  of 
representatives,  over  which  you  preside,  the  accom- 
panying letter  from  me,  addressed  to  that  body;  and 
oblige  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  McKEAN. 
Washington  city,  Feb.  10,  1837. 

A communication  from  Samuel  McKean,  senator  in 
congress,  expressing  his  sentiments  that  the  resolu- 
tion adopted  by  the  senate  of  the  United  States  for 
expunging  any  part  of  their  journal  is  unconstitu- 
tional. 

Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania: 

During  a late  period  of  extreme  bodily  suffering, 
from  which  I am  but  partially  recovered,  I received 
a letter  from  your  presiding  officer,  covering  a copy 
of  a resolution  passed  by  your  body,  affirming  “that 
the  passage  of  a resolution  by  the  senate  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  censuring  the  president  of  the  United 
States  for  a removal  of  the  deposites,  was  unwise, 
inexpedient  and  unjust,  and  that  the  expurgation 
from  the  journals  of  the  senate  of  the  aforesaid  reso- 
lution is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  house,  a most  salutary 
and  constitutional  redress  for  an  unconstitutional  at- 
tack on  the  character  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States;  and  that  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives be  directed  to  forward  a copy  ol  the  fore- 
going resolution  to  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  and  also  one  copy  to  each  of  the  senators  from 
Pennsylvania  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States.” 

As  I was  providentially  prevented  from  any  par- 
ticipation in  the  recent  deliberations  and  decision  of 
the  senate  in  reference  to  the  subject  matter  of  your 
resolution,  it  would  now  seem  to  be  due  to  myself, 
and  respectful  to  the  house  of  representatives,  that 
I should  state  freely  and  frankly  my  true  position  in 
relation  to  that  exciting  subject;  trusting  that  those 
charitable  feelings  which  pervade  my  own  breast, 
in  abscribing  opposite  views  to  honest  motives,  will 
be  reciprocated  by  the  house  of  representatives;  for 
though  I may  have  been  sometimes  charged  with 
temerity,  I am  not  conscious  of  having  often  been 
suspected  of  political  timidity. 

I am  well  aware  that,  by  those  who  try  to  keep 
pace  with  the  changes  of  the  times,  I am  classed 
with  those  monotonous  politicians  who  are  regarded 
by  them  merely  as  the  monuments  of  times  past  and 
things  which  have  existed.  But,  even  in  this  obso- 
lete character,  I trust  I may,  without  appearing  ar- 
rogant, claim  for  myself  one  small  merit,  and.  though 
it  may  have  been  denied  to  me  in  the  composition  of 
my  nature  the  power  to  change  with  the  facility  and 
frequency  of  some,  nevertheless  I may  run  no  great 
risk  in  promising,  when  once  well  changed,  I will 
probably  stay  changed  as  long  as  any  gentleman. — 
It  has  been  an  especial  object  of  my  life,  the  ob- 
servance of  which  I have  found  salutary  and  profita- 
ble, to  observe  and  shun  the  errors  of  men,  even 
great  men,  rather  than  labor  to  ape  their  imagi- 
nary excellence  or  supposed  virtues,  and  have  found 
it  to  be  not  less  in  accordance  with  inclination  than 
the  dictates  of  duty,  to  employ  the  best  lights  within 
my  power  to  ascertain  my  true  relation  to  the  great 
mass  of  social  intelligence  which  surrounds  me.  It 
is  but  superfluous  to  say  that  my  humble  origin  and 
limited  means  denied  to  me  those  shining  embellish- 
ments which  decorate  externally  him  who  descants 
learnedly  on  what  he  is  pleased  to  call  the  abstruse 
science  of  government  and  diplomacy.  Mine  have 
been  but  the  unaided  cogitations  ot  native  reflection, 
and  have  long  since  convinced  me  that  human  govern- 
ments are  but  necessary  to  minor  evils,  tolerated 
only  because  they  are  designed  to  correct  unneces- 
sary and  greater  evils,  and  become  intolerable  when 
the  exercise  ofpower  is  carried  beyond  its  legitimate 
end. 

If  men  in  the  aggregate  were  what  they  might  be, 
or  ought  to  be,  I conclude  the  institution  of  govern- 
ments would  never  have  been  found  necessary. 


But  men,  seeing  the  defects  and  foibles  of  others,  I 
and  conscious  of  their  own,  have  relinquished  a por- 
tion of  primary  and  individual  rights  to  secure  more 
permanently  the  interest  and  happiness  of  all. — 
Hence  government  can  only  derive  their  just  pow- 
ers from  the  consent  of  the  governed,  and  the  sound 
maxim,  that  all  political  power  is  inherent  in  the  peo- 
ple, is  not  more  sound  and  true  than  that  the  peo- 
ple also  possess  the  inherent  right,  and  power  to  de- 
legate, under  prescribed  fundamental  rules,  their  in- 
herent political  powers  for  general  beneficial  pur- 
poses. Ours  is  justly  called  a government  of  the 
people,  yet  in  ours  the  people  have,  for  great  and 
wise  purposes,  delegated  and  consented  to  a system, 
which,  if  the  public  interest  required  it,  has  power 
over  all  that  is  valuable  and  dear  in  life,  and  even 
over  life  itself;  and  if  it  be  attempted  by  a fraction 
nr  portion  of  the  people  to  resume  as  a primary  right 
the  exercise  of  powers  thus  delegated,  it  is  subver- 
sive of  the  public  peace  and  safety,  an  offence 
against  society,  disorganizing  and  revolutionary. — 
Hence  I adopt  for  myself  the  best  and  plainest  de- 
finition of  the  term  “government,”  as  applicable  to 
our  own  uncontrollable  exercise  of  appropriate  pow- 
ers, for  the  time  being,  or  delegated  period. 

I understand  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives to  aver,  unqualifiedly,  that  the  expurga- 
tion from  the  journals  of  the  senate  of  the  resolution 
of  the  28th  of  March,  1834,  censuring  the  conduct 
of  the  president  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to 
the  deposites,  is  constitutional. 

Gentlemen,  after  the  most  intense  investigation 
and  painful  anxiety  to  know  the  truth,  could  I have 
arrived  at  the  same  conclusion  that  you  have,  it 
would  have  greatly  relieved  my  mind,  and  then  I 
might  have  voted,  without  tile  appearance  of  incon- 
sistency, to  expunge  and  blot  it  out,  for  the  senate 
journals  of  those  times  ought  to  show  that  I was  op- 
posed to  the  resolution  of  the  28th  of  March,  1834, 
and  in  favor  of  admitting  on  the  journals  of  the  se- 
nate the  president’s  protest  against  it.  I was  confi- 
dent at  the  time  that  the  passage  of  that  resolution 
was  imprudent,  calculated  to  do  no  good,  and  might 
do  much  harm.  I declared  so  then,  and  have  never 
for  a moment  held  a contrary  opinion  since,  and 
have  always  been  ready  to  vote  for  a proposition  re- 
versing that  resolution,  and  had  prepared  a proposi- 
tion to  “repeal,  rescind,  reverse  and  annul”  it,  which, 
if  health  had  permitted,  I would  have  offered  as  a 
substitute  for  the  expunging  resolution  which  pass- 
ed the  senate  on  the  16th  of  January  last. 

But  with  due  deference  to  the  opinion  of  others, 
and  not  questioning  the  motives  of  any,  it  is  my  de- 
liberate and  most  solemn  conviction  that  the  senate 
cannot  expunge  any  portion  of  its  previous  journals, 
without  a clear  violation  of  that  clause  of  the  consti- 
tution which  expressly  directs  that  “each  house  shall 
keep  a journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  from  time  to 
time  publish  the  same.” 

True,  it  has  been  said,  byway  of  extenuation, 
that  the  expunging  resolutions  prescribed  by  the 
Virginia  legislature  do  not  propose  to  actually  de- 
stroy journals,  but  only  to  draw  black  lines  around 
and  write  certain  opprobrious  words  across  the  of- 
fensive resolution,  “ but  the  word  must  be  expunge.” 
This,  to  my  mind,  presented  the  subject  in  its  most 
exceptionable  form,  for  at  the  same  time  the  consti- 
tutional power  to  blot  out  and  destroy  the  journals 
was  evasively  given  up.  Senators  were  asked  to 
play  off"  fantastical  pranks  by  drawing  black  lines, 
which  seemed  to  be  more  becoming  the  amusement 
of  volatile  boys  than  the  grave  deliberations  of  a 
senate. 

I would  infinitely  rather  have  met  the  question 
manfully,  and  vote  at  once  to  blotout,  expunge  and 
literally  destroy  the  journal.  For  long  as  I have 
been  accustomed  to  venerate  and  respect  the  “an- 
cient dominion,”  ( Virginia!,  her  men  and  her  prin- 
ciples, I am  not  quite  ready  to  adopt,  implicitly,  her 
adroit  and  refined  notions  how  to  infringe,  and  not 
to  violate  the  fundamental  law  of  the  country. 

This  anti-expunging  doctrine  is  by  no  means  new 
to  me;  it  is  an  old  and  very  familiar  acquaintance, 
and  received  my  especial  attention  and  embraces 
more  than  twenty  years  ago,  and  has  not  been  ex- 
punged from  my  memory,  or  diminished  in  my  af- 
fections from  that  day  to  the  present. 

The  constitution  of  ourown  state  (Pennsylvania) 
has  the  same  provision  as  that  contained  in  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  reads  thus:  “Each 
house  shall  keep  a journal  of  its  proceedings,  and 
publish  the  same  weekly.”  This  I have  always  held 
to  be  intentionally  mandatory  and  directory,  as 
strongly  and  clearly  so  as  the  import  of  language 
could  make  it,  admitting  of  no  construction,  no  ca- 
vil, no  doubt;  too  clear  to  be  illustrated  by  the  pow- 
er of  argument,  and  too  plain  to  be  obscured  by  the 
refinement  of  sophistry.  And  so  it  has  been  held, 
and  so  decided  by  the  proper  and  competent  tribu- 
nals of  Pennsylvania.  My  opinion  has  been  long 


settled,  and  my  actions  governed  accordingly,  that, 
under  the  constitutions  of  the  United  States  and  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  the  journal  of  each  preced- 
ing day  is  made  the  exclusive  and  absolute  property 
of  the  people,  over  which  the  legislature  has  no  fur- 
ther control,  more  than  it  has  over  the  constitution 
itself,  and  possesses  no  more  power  to  deface,  efface, 
erase,  blot  out,  expunge,  add  to,  or  diminish  from 
one  sentence,  line,  or  syllable,  than  it  has  to  alter 
the  constitution,  or  to  burn,  or  otherwise  destroy, 
the  entire  journal  from  the  commencement  of  the 
government  to  the  present  time.  The  reasons  for 
this  constitutional  injunction  are  to  my  mind  as  clear 
and  forcible  as  the  language  in  which  it  is  express- 
ed. The  great  and  good  men  who  penned  that  sacred 
instrument  seem  to  have  purposely  guarded  this 
point  with  peculiar  language  and  care.  “Each  house 
shall  keep  a journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  publish 
the  same.”  And  here  the  duties  ana  power  of  the 
legislature  in  reference  to  the  journal  cease;  and  this 
record  shall  thence  remain  sacred  and  inviolate,  a 
perpetual  and  abiding  evidence  of  the  wisdom  or 
folly,  pure  or  impure  motives,  of  the  representatives 
of  the  people.  How  is  it  possible  to  prove  the  vali- 
dity or  genuineness  of  the  results  of  legislation,  such 
as  laws,  resolutions,  and  the  other  numerous  duties 
incidental  to  legislative  authority,  except  by  refer- 
ing  to  the  written  ororiginal  journal?  Fundamental 
laws  are  designed  as  well  to  check,  circumscribe, 
control,  and  govern  majorities,  as  to  protect  and  de- 
fend the  rights  of  minorities;  and  had  I not  a right 
under  the  constitution  to  claim  and  expect  that  pro- 
tection against  the  arbitrary  exercise  of  power  to  de- 
stroy the  evidence  on  which  I might  hereafter  wish 
to  rely,  to  prove  as  well  the  principle  as  the  fact, 
that  I did  oppose,  and  was  right  in  opposing,  the 
censorious  resolution  of  the  28th  of  March,  1834? — 
It  is  matter  of  complaint  that  a political  party  ma- 
jority of  the  senate  at  that  time  acted  harshly. — 
Would  it  not  be  wisdom  in  the  adverse  majority  now 
to  eschew  and  profit  by,  rather  than  imitate,  their 
incautious  example? 

But  it  is  said  that  the  resolution  of  the  28th  of 
March,  1834,  is  unconstitutional,  and  therefore  ought 
to  be  expunged.  That  is  a question  about  which  creat 
and  good  men  may  honestly  differ,  and  upon  which 
it  is  not  necessary  to  my  present  purpose  to  volun- 
teer an  opinion.  Admitting  it,  however,  for  the  sake 
of  argument,  to  be  unconstitutional,  can  it  be  amend- 
ed by  doing  another  unconstitutional  act,  by  way  of 
retaliation?  Or  where  do  we  find  the  power  to  cor- 
rect one  unconstitutional  act  by  another  unconstitu- 
tional act?  The  object  of  the  constitution  in  direct- 
ing that  a journal  shall  be  kept,  could  not  be  only  to 
preserve  the  wise  and  virtuous  acts  of  legislators;  it 
also  intended  that  their  unwise  and  vicious  transac- 
tions should  be  alike  accessible  to  public  scrutiny 
and  investigation:  then,  if  the  condemnatory  resolu- 
tion be  unconstitutional,  let  its  effects  be  blunted  and 
annulled  by  an  adverse  expression  of  the  senate, 
placed  on  the  journal,  and  let  the  objectionable  re- 
solution remain  as  the  constitution  intended,  an  abid- 
ing testimony  against  its  authors  and  supporters. 

We  need  apprehend  no  positive  evils  in  legisla- 
tion, resulting  from  political  minorities.  Those 
only  can  abuse  power,  who  are  in  the  possession  of 
power. 

And  we  ought  to  be  exceedingly  cautious  how  we 
establish  doubtful  precedents  in  times  of  high  party 
excitement,  for  though  we  may  have  numerical  pow- 
er now  to  expunge,  blot  out  and  destroy,  we  ought 
not  to  forget  that  those  who  come  after  us  may  have 
a majority  differing  from  us  in  sentiment,  and,  with 
our  fatal  example  before  them,  may  expunge  us,  and 
blot  out  our  proceedings.  Indeed,  the  first  fluctua- 
tion which  may  give  an  adverse  senatorial  majority 
to  the  present,  1 anticipate  an  effort  will  be  made  to 
restore  the  journal  which  was  mutilated  on  the  16th 
day  of  January,  18S7;  and  thus  the  fatal  error  com- 
menced, where  is  it  to  end? 

We  exhibit,  at  the  present  time,  an  exquisite  re- 
finement upon  party  rancor,  which,  to  my  mind,  re- 
flects no  credit  on  our  country,  and  the  causes  of 
which,  at  this  particular  period,  may  well  occupy 
the  serious  thoughts  of  the  statesman  and  patriot. 

What  have  our  eyes  seen  and  our  ears  heard  in 
the  short  space  of  three  years?  The  highest  func- 
tionaries of  our  government,  mutually  charging  upon 
each  other,  in  official  form,  the  corrupt  violation  of 
the  sacred  charter  of  our  liberties.  I claim  for  my- 
self no  superiority  over,  nor  plead  exemption  from, 
the  common  imperfections  of  our  nature,  and  am 
as  much  disposed  as  ever  to  listen  kindly  to  the  sug- 
gestions of  experienced  friends,  and  will  go  proper 
and  reasonable  lengths  to  support  party;  but  for  no 
pretended  expediency  can  I consent  to  lay  violent 
hands  on  the  constitution. 

The  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives,  I 
presume,  was  originally  designed  as  instructions  for 
me  to  vote  for  the  expunging  resolution,  and  as  such 
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it  would  be  entitled  to  and  would  have  received  my 
most  respectful  consideration;  for  I trust  no  gentle- 
man holds  in  higher  estimation  the  opinions  of  his 
legislature  than  1 do  the  opinions  of  mine,  and  I shall 
always  be  happy  to  find  my  opinions  accord  with 
theirs;  but  it  is  due  to  candor  for  me  to  state  here 
that  I recognise  the  force  and  obligation  of  legisla- 
tive instructions,  with  some  exceptions  and  qualifi- 
cations, which  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  at  present 
to  go  into. 

The  doctrine  of  instruction  means  something  or  it 
means  nothing;  we  must  adopt  it  as  paramount  or  in- 
dispensable, or  we  must  give  it  a place  among  other 
occurrences,  to  be  estimated  according  to  time  and 
circumstances.  It  will  not  satisfy  an  honest  and  in- 
telligent public  for  us  to  hold  instructions  to  be  sa- 
cred and  binding  only  when  they  answer  our  pur- 
pose, and  reject  instructions  as  useless  when  they 
operate  against  our  views  and  interest.  The  legis- 
lature of  Pennsylvania,  in  choosing  her  senators  in 
congress,  do  not  act  in  separate  bodies  as  senate  and 
house  of  representatives,  but  meet  in  convention  and 
vote  conjointly,  and  a bare  majority  of  the  members 
voting  is  sufficient  to  elect. 

How,  then,  does  this  matter  stand,  as  regards  the 
Pennsylvania  senators  in  congress? 

In  1S35,  two  years  ago,  resolutions  were  propos- 
ed in  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  instructing 
her  senators  to  vote  to  expunge  from  the  journals 
of  the  senate  the  resolution  of  the  28th  of  March, 
1834,  which  were  under  consideration  at  different 
times,  but  never  passed,  and  were  finally  permitted 
to  sleep  quietly. 

About  the  same  time  expunging  resolutions  from 
the  state  of  Georgia,  transmitted  to  the  legislature 
of  Pennsylvania,  were  indefinitely  postponed;  and 
this,  too,  at  a time  when  both  branches  of  the  le- 
gislature of  Pennsylvania  were  decidedly  friendly 
to  the  present  chief  magistrate  of  the  union.  Now, 
if  this  proves  any  thing,  it  proves  that  the  legisla- 
ture of  Pennsylvania,  at  that  time  strongly  Jack- 
sonism,  were  at  least  disinclined  to  countenance  or 
sanction  the  expunging  doctrine:  and  what  next? 
Why,  during  the  session  of  1836,  about  one  year 
ago,  tlie  house  of  representatives  of  Pennsylvania 
passed  a resolution  through  all  the  parliamentary 
forms,  instructing  her  senators  in  congress,  byname, 
to  vote  against  the  Virginia,  or  any  similar,  ex- 
punging resolution,  by  a vote  of  sixty-four  to  twen- 
ty-five, majority,  thirty-nine;  it  was  not  acted  on 
by  the  senate;  but  from  the  well  known  sentiments 
of  that  body,  then  and  now,  it  is  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose it  would  have  added  to  the  majority  of  the 
house  of  representatives.  But  be  that  as  it  may, 
you  will  observe  that  the  majority  in  the  house, 
who  voted  to  instruct  their  senators  in  congress  to 
vote  against  expunging,  is  decidedly  greater  than 
the  whole  number  of  senators,  and  as  large,  if  not 
a larger  majority  of  both  houses,  than  either  of  the 
present  Pennsylvania  senators  in  congress  had  re- 
ceived in  joint  ballot.  Such  is  the  true  relation  in 
which  the  Pennsylvania  senate  stood  in  reference 
to  legislative  instructions  on  the  16th  of  January 
last.  Now,  if  I am  correct,  and  a reference  to  your 
journals  will  test  it,  it  clearly  follows  that,  for  all 
practical  purposes,  the  Pennsylvania  senators  stood 
essentially  instructed  to  vote  against  expunging,  at 
the  time  it  passed  the  senate  of  the  United  States. 

I state  these  facts  at  this  time  only  to  show  that, 
in  the  plainest  supposable  case,  we  meet  many  dif- 
ficulties at  every  step,  in  carrying  out  consistently 
the  practical  operations  of  the  doctrine  of  implicit 
and  unconditional  obedience  to  legislative  instruc- 
tions. 

But  I must  not  forget  that  I have  said  that  the 
anti-expunging  doctrine  has  been  long  since  as- 
serted, and  settled  by  the  proper  and  competent 
tribunal  of  Pennsylvania;  and  as  it  devolves  on 
me,  I will  now  produce  the  proof.  The  origin  of 
the  case  is  not  to  be  found  of  record,  because  it 
•was  informal,  and  grew  out  of  a desultory  and  in- 
cidental debate  on  the  19th  of  February,  1816,  upon 
the  suggestion  of  a member  to  expunge  from  the 
journals  of  a previous  day  certain  matters  which 
he  thought  were  irrelevant  and  unimportant.  The 
speaker  gave  it'  as  his  opinion  that  a majority  of 
the  house  might  order  to  be  expunged  from  the 
journal  proceedings  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays 
had  not  been  called.  This  opinion  was  controvert- 
ed repelled  by  the  most  talented  and  experienced 
members  of  the  house;  and  declared  to  be  clearly 
unconstitutional,  and  of  dangerous  precedence  and 
tendency.  It  was  contended  that  if  the  house  as- 
serted the  right  to  judge  in  one  case  what  it  might 
expunge  from  the  journal,  it  followed  that  it  had 
the  same  right  to  judge  in  all  cases,  and  the  journal 
would  not  longer  be  safe  and  inviolable,  as  was 
designed  by  the  constitution,  but  would  be  subject- 
ed to  the  political  caprice  of  the  majorities  of  each 
succeeding  session,  and  the  fluctuating  and  occa- 
sional majorities  of  each  succeeding  day.  I 


The  constitutional  power  to  expunge  any  por- 
tion of  the  journal  on  any  pretext  whatever,  even 
by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  house,  was  utterly 
repudiated  and  denied,  and  the  matter  rested  for 
that  day.  Being  a new  member  of  the  house  at 
that  time,  and  anxious  to  understand  my  duties,  the 
subject  made  a deep  impression  on  my  mind,  which 
has  never  been  forgotten  or  etfaced. 

On  the  next  day,  precisely  twenty-one  years  ago 
this  very  day,  see  journal  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  Pennsylvania,  page  359,  “February  10, 
1816,  the  speaker  informed  the  house  that  a con- 
stitutional question  being  involved  in  a decision  by 
him  yesterday,  on  a motion  to  expunge  certain  pro- 
ceedings from  the  journals,  he  was  desirous  of  hav- 
ing the  opinion  of  the  house  on  that  decision,”  viz: 
“That  a majority  can  expunge  any  proceedings  from 
the  journals  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  have  not 
been  called.” 

Whereupon, 

Mr.  Holgate  and  Mr.  Smith  appealed  from  said 
decision. 

And  on  the  question,  “Is  the  speaker  right  in  his 
decision?” 

The  members  present  voted  as  follows,  viz: 

YEAS — Messrs  J.  Anderson,  J.  Bucher  and 
Dechert — 3. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allshouse,  Alter,  S.  Anderson, 
Baird,  Black,  Boyd,  Brodhead,  Buchanan,  C.  Bu- 
cher, Clarke,  Cochran,  Conyngham,  Coon,  Deni- 
son, Dysart,  Edwards,  Eichelberger,  Goodhart,  Hal- 
deman,  Hallowell,  Hamilton,  Hart,  Herrington, 
Hibshman,  Hiester,  Hillard,  Holgate,  Hottenstein, 
Humphrey,  Hutchison,  Jenks,  Kelley,  King,  Kit- 
tera,  Kryder,  Lewis,  Lightner,  Livingston,  Maclay, 
Marlin,  Martin,  McClure,  McEuen,  McKean,  Me- 
Kibbon,  Menough,  Middleswarth,  Miller,  Morgan, 
Morton,  Mosher,  Norbury,  Plumer,  Powell,  Ral- 
ston, Read,  Rhoads,  Rinker,  Roberts,  Robinette, 
Rowland,  Sawyer,  Scott,  T.  Sellers,  Shaffer,  Smith, 
Stewart,  Stroman,  Sutherland,  Tryon,  Vance,  J. 
Wallace,  P.  Wallace,  J.  J.  Wallis,  Weston,  White, 
Wind  and  Wynkoop — 78. 

I am  aware  that  my  humble  name,  recorded  above 
with  the  majority  against  the  opinion  of  the  speak- 
er, who  was  my  personal  and  political  friend,  adds 
but  little  to  the  weight  of  authority;  but  it  will  also 
be  seen  that  many  of  the  distinguished  men  of  our 
state  of  that  and  the  present  day  voted  on  the  same 
side.  How  many  of  them  have  since  changed, 
I know  not;  but  one  thing  I know — the  constitu- 
tion is  yet  the  same.  Such  was,  at  that  time,  the 
almost  unanimous  opinion  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  simple  and  abstract 
question  of  constitutional  power,  unincumbered, 
and  unconnected  with  any  party  consideration  or 
extraneous  excitement  to  swerve  the  mind  from  its 
honest  purpose,  and  the  house  recorded  its  solemn 
decision,  78  to  3,  that  a majority  had  no  power, 
under  the  constitution,  to  expunge  any  portion  of 
its  journals;  and  their  decision,  made  in  1816,  is  dia- 
metrically opposed  to  the  doctrine  asserted  by  the 
house  in  1837,  viz:  that  it  is  constitutional  to  ex- 
punge the  journals.  And  does  not  the  Pennsylvania 
house  of  representatives  of  1837  possess  as  much 
power  over  the  journals  of  their  predecessors  of  1816 
as  the  senate  of  the  United  States  in  1837  possesses 
over  the  journals  of  their  predecessors  of  1834?  Now 
I respectfully  ask  the  house  of  representatives, 
whether  they  claim  the  constitutional  right  and 
power  to  take  from  the  archives  the  manuscript  jour- 
nal of  1816,  and  expunge  the  proceedings  to  which 
I refer,  and  thereby  deprive  me  of  the  only  evidence 
I have  to  prove  that  I am  now  stating  correctly 
what  then  occurred,  and  that  my  present  opinions 
are  consistent  with  the  sentiments  which  I then 
avowed. 

But  this  is  not  all.  There  will  be  found  on  the 
journal  of  the  same  day,  February  10th,  1816,  page 
361,  the  following,  viz: 

“A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Buchanan  and 
Mr.  Kelley,  and  read  as  follows:  ‘Resolved,  That,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  house,  no  part  of  the  journals 
can  be  expunged,  even  by  unanimous  consent.’” 

The  resolution  covers  the  whole  ground.  The 
remedy  is  as  broad  as  the  malady,  and  “the  word 
was  expunge .”  There  was  no  diversity  of  opinon 
as  to  its  proper  meaning;  and  if  the  word  expunge 
had  five  hundred  different  applications,  they  are  all 
met  by  the  resolution  and  proceedings  of  the  house 
just  referred  to,  as  both  assert  that  the  journal  can- 
not be  expunged. 

Time  passes  away  and  men  change;  but  princi- 
ples and  truth  are  eternal.  And  I still  hope  that 
those  good  old  Pennsylvania  doctrines,  asserted  and 
acted  on  in  the  days  when  the  venerable  Madison 
commanded  the  constitution,  and  the  patriot  Snyder 
stood  at  the  helm  of  the  ship  Pennsylvania,  may  yet 
survive,  and,  like  the  coat  of  Hunks,  again  become 
fashionable  and  valuable. 


I wholly  repudiate  the  sickly  idea  harped  on  by 
those  who  assume  to  be  the  keepers  of  his  reputa- 
tion, that  the  existence  on  the  journals  of  the  reso- 
lution of  the  28th  of  March,  1834,  has  tarnished  the 
chaacter  of  the  chief  magistrate,  and  therefore  it 
mist  be  expunged.  It  is  not  true;  and  every  po- 
pular demonstration  denies  it.  His  fame  stands  too 
firm  and  high  to  need  any  artificial  propping.  And 
I protest  against  submitting  the  measure  of  ray  po- 
litical faith  to  be  tested  by  the  anomalous  and  de- 
grading standard  of  the  Virginia  expunging  resolu- 
tions. 

I ask  pardon  of  the  house  for  digressing  in  a few 
subsequent  allusions  to  matters  having  no  connexion 
with  the  house  of  representatives.  I could  not, 
were  I disposed  to,  be  ignorant  of  the  current  in- 
sinuations from  numerous  irresponsible  sources,  to 
injure  me  politically  in  public  estimation. 

I perfectly  understand  the  authors  of  the  engines 
of  detraction  set  in  motion  to  dragoon  me  into  a 
state  of  abject  political  servility,  or  to  render  life 
unpleasant  as  the  price  of  independence  and  inte- 
grity. My  first  responsible  political  act  was  a vote 
given  in  1808,  to  aid  in  bringing  Simon  Snyder  into 
the  gubernatorial  chair. 

To  many  of  you  it  is  known,  and  a recurrence  to 
past  events  will  prove,  that  I have  enjoyed  a reason- 
able, perhaps  as  some  have  complained,  an  undue 
share  of  the  confidence  of  every  democratic  adminis- 
tration from  that  to  the  present  time.  I have  fre- 
quently, from  a sense  of  duty,  dilfered  from  my  po- 
litical friends  in  power,  as  to  party  measures,  with- 
out once  thinking  that  thereby  I was  incurring  par- 
ty proscription  and  anathema;  and  still  less  for  ex- 
pressing an  honest  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the 
import  and  meaning  of  the  constitution.  Having 
thus  passed  on,  without  known  or  intentional  devia- 
tion, for  a term  of  nearly  thirty7  years,  now,  if  no- 
thing but  immolation  will  appease  my  enemies,  let 
the  blow  come.  I am  prepared  for  the  worst,  and 
only  regret  that  I can  point  to  so  many  names,  of 
higher  merit,  who  have  much  sooner  sunk  under 
the  baneful  effects  of  this  systematized  ostracism. 

The  public  records,  as  cited  above,  show  clearly, 
that,  acting  under  official  oath  twenty-one  years 
ago,  I declared  against  the  doctrine  of  expurgation. 

I must  now  be  content  with  the  opinion  of  the 
house  as  to  my  sincerity,  when  I declare  that  every 
consideration  which  1 have  been  able  to  bestow  on 
the  subject  since,  has  confirmed  me  stronger  in  the 
correctness  of  that  opinion.  Under  these  circum- 
stances I ask  the  house  of  representatives,  what 
was  my  duty  as  a senator?  I answer  for  myself. 
If  my  health  had  permitted,  I would  have  been 
taken  to  the  senate  chamber  on  the  night  of  the 
16th  of  January,  and  would  have  offered  my  propo- 
sition, reversing  the  resolution  of  the  28th  of  March, 
1S34;  and  if  this  had  been  rejected,  I would  then, 
as  one  of  the  most  imperative  and  conscientious  du- 
ties of  my  life,  have  voted  against  the  expunging 
resolution,  freely  awarding  to  others,  who  iiave 
thought  and  acted  differently,  what  I claim  for  my- 
self, viz:  honesty  of  purpose.  I declare  to  y7ou, 
gentlemen  of  the  house  of  representatives,  that  I 
could  not  vote  for  that  resolution,  without  having, 
in  my  own  estimation,  committed  a flagrant  in- 
fraction of  the  constitution  of  my  country,  a clear 
violation  of  the  oath  I had  taken  to  support  it,  and 
must  stand,  ever  after,  before  God  and  my  own 
conscience,  guilty  of  deliberate  moral  terjury. 

SAMUEL  McKEAN. 

Washington,  Feb.  10, 1S37. 

THE  EXPUNGING  RESOLUTION. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  CLAY,  (OF  KENTUCKY), 

On  the  resolution  to  expunge  a part  of  the  journal 
for  the  session  of  1833-1834. 

In  senate,  Monday,  January  16,  1S37. 

Mr.  Clay  rose  and  said  that,  considering  that  he 
was  the  mover  of  the  resolution  of  March,  1834, 
and  the  consequent  relation  in  which  he  stood  to 
the  majority  of  the  senate  by  whose  vote  it  was 
adopted,  he  had  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  say  some- 
thing on  this  expunging  resolution;  and  he  had  al- 
ways intended  to  do  so  when  he  should  be  per- 
suaded that  there  existed  a settled  purpose  of  pres- 
sing it  to  a final  decision.  But  it  had  been  so  taken 
up  and  put  down  at  the  last  session — taken  up  one 
day,  when  a speech  was  prepared  for  delivery,  and 
put  down  when  it  was  pronounced,  that  he  had 
really  doubted  whether  there  existed  any  serious 
intention  of  ever  putting  it  to  the  vote.  At  the 
very  close  of  the  last  session,  it  will  be  recollected 
that  the  resolution  came  up,  and  in  several  quarters 
of  the  senate  a disposition  was  manifested  to  come 
to  a definitive  decision.  On  that  occasion  he  had 
offered  to  waive  his  right  to  address  the  senate, 
and  silently  to  vote  upon  the  resolution;  but  it  was 
again  laid  upon  the  table,  and  laid  there  forever,  as 
the  country  supposed,  and  as  he  believed.  It  is, 
however,  now  revived;  and,  sundry  changes  having 
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taken  place  in  the  members  of  this  body,  it  would 
seem  that  the  present  design  is  to  bring  the  resolu- 
tion to  an  absolute  conclusion. 

I have  not  risen,  (continued  Mr.  Clay)  to  repeat, 
at  full  length,  the  argument  by  which  the  friends 
of  the  resolution  of  March,  1834,  sustained  it.  That 
argument  is  before  the  world,  was  unanswered  at 
the  time,  and  is  unanswerable.  And  I here,  in  my 
place,  in  the  presence  of  my  country  and  my  God, 
after  the  fullest  consideration  and  deliberation  of 
which  my  mind  is  capable,  re-assert  my  solemn 
conviction  of  the  truth  of  every  proposition  con- 
tained in  that  resolution.  But,  whilst  it  is  not  my 
intention  to  commit  such  an  infliction  upon  the 
senate  as  that  would  be  of  retracing  the  whole 
ground  of  argument  formerly  occupied,  I desire  to 
lay  before  it,  at  this  time,  a brief  and  true  state  of 
the  case.  Before  the  fatal  step  is  taken  of  giving 
to  the  expunging  resolution  the  sanction  of  the 
American  senate,  I wish  by  presenting  a faithful 
outline  of  the  real  questions  involved  in  the  resolu- 
tion of  1834,  to  make  a last,  even  if  it  is  to  be  an 
ineffectual,  appeal  to  the  sober  judgments  of  se- 
nators. I begin  by  reasserting  the  truth  of  that  re- 
solution. 

Our  British  ancestors  understood  perfectly  well 
the  immense  importance  of  the  money  power  in  a 
representative  government.  It  is  the  great  lever 
by  which  the  crown  is  touched,  and  made  to  con- 
form its  administration  to  the  interests  of  the  king- 
dom and  the  will  of  the  people.  Deprive  parlia- 
ment of  the  power  of  freely  granting  or  withhold- 
ing supplies,  and  surrender  to  the  king  the  purse  of 
the  nation,  he  instantly  becomes  an  absolute  mo- 
narch. Whatever  may  be  the  form  of  government, 
elective  or  hereditary,  democratic  or  despotic,  that 
person  who  commands  the  force  of  the  nation,  and 
at  the  same  time  has  uncontrolled  possession  of  the 
purse  of  the  nation,  has  absolute  power,  whatever 
may  be  the  official  name  by  which  he  is  called. 

Our  immediate  ancestors,  profiting  by  the  lessons 
on  civil  liberty  which  had  been  taught  in  the  coun- 
try from  which  we  sprung,  endeavored  to  encircle 
around  the  public  purse,  in  the  hands  of  congress, 
every  possible  security  against  the  intrusion  of  the 
executive.  With  this  view,  congress  alone  is  in- 
vested, by  the  constitution,  with  the  power  to  lay 
and  collect  the  taxes.  When  collected,  not  a cent  is 
to  be  drawn  from  the  public  treasury,  but  in  virtue 
of  an  act  of  congress.  And,  among  the  first  acts  of 
this  government,  was  the  passage  of  a law  estab- 
lishing the  treasury  department,  for  the  safe  keep- 
ing and  the  legal  and  regular  disbursement  of  the 
money  so  collected.  By  that  act  a secretary  of  the 
treasury  is  placed  at  the  head  of  the  department;  and, 
varying  in  the  respect  from  all  the  other  departments, 
he  is  to  report,  not  to  the  president,  but  directly  to 
congress,  and  is  liable  to  be  called  to  give  informa- 
tion in  person  before  congress.  It  is  impossible  to 
examine  dispassionately  that  act,  without  coming 
to  the  conclusion  that  he  is  emphatically  the  agent  of 
congress  in  performing  the  duties  assigned  by  the 
constitution  to  congress.  The  act  further  provides 
that  a treasurer  shall  be  appointed  to  receive  and 
keep  the  public  money,  and  none  can  be  drawn 
from  his  custody  but  under  the  authority  of  a law, 
and  in  virtue  of  a warrant  drawn  by  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  countersigned  by  the  comptroller, 
and  recorded  by  the  register.  Only  when  such  a 
warrant  is  presented  can  the  treasurer  lawfully  pay 
one  dollar  from  the  public  purse.  Why  was  the 
concurrence  of  these  four  officers  required  in  dis- 
bursements of  the  public  money?  Was  it  not  for 
greater  security?  Was  it  not  intended  that  each 
exercising  a separate  and  independent  will  should 
be  a check  upon  every  other?  Was  it  not  the  pur- 
ose  of  the  law  to  consider  each  of  these  four  of- 
cers,  acting  in  his  proper  sphere,  not  as  a mere 
automaton,  but  as  an  intellectual,  intelligent  and 
responsible  person,  bound  to  observe  the  law,  and 
to  stop  the  warrant,  or  stop  the  money,  if  the  au- 
thority of  the  law  were  wanting? 

Thus  stood  the  treasury  from  1789  to  1816.  Dur- 
ing that  long  time  no  president  had  ever  attempted 
to  interfere  with  the  custody  of  the  public  purse. 
It  remained  where  the  law  placed  it,  undisturbed, 
and  every  chief  magistrate,  including  the  father 
of  his  country,  respected  the  law. 

In  1816  an  act  passed  to  establish  the  late  bank 
of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of  twenty  years; 
and,  by  the  16th  section  of  the  act,  it  is  enacted 
“that  the  deposites  of  the  money  of  the  United 
States  in  places  in  which  the  said  bank  and  the 
branches  thereof  may  be  established,  shall  be  made 
in  said  bank  or  branches  thereof,  unless  the  secretary 
o f the  treasury  shall  at  any  time  otherwise  order  and 
direct;  in  which  case,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
shall  immediately  lay  before  congress,  if  in  session, 
and,  if  not,  immediately  after  the  commencement 
of  the  next  session,  the  reasons  of  such  order  or  di- 
rection.” 


Thus  it  is  perfectly  manifest,  from  the  express 
words  of  the  law,  that  the  power  to  make  any  order 
or  direction  for  the  jemoval  of  the  public  deposites 
is  confided  to  the  secretary  alone,  to  the  absolute 
exclusion  of  the  president,  and  all  the  world  be- 
sides. And  the  law,  proceeding  upon  the  establish- 
ed principle  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in 
all  that  concerns  the  public  purse,  acts  as  the  direct 
agent  of  congress,  requires,  in  the  event  of  his  or- 
dering or  directing  a removal  of  the  deposites,  that 
he  shall  immediately  lay  his  reasons  therefor  be- 
fore whom?  The  president?  No;  before  congress. 

So  stood  the  public  treasury  and  the  public  de- 
posites from  the  year  1816  to  September,  1833.  In 
all  that  period  of  seventeen  years,  running  through 
or  into  four  several  administrations  of  the  govern- 
ment, the  law  had  its  uninterrupted  operation,  no 
chief  magistrate  having  assumed  upon  himself  the 
power  of  diverting  the  public  purse  from  its  lawful 
custody,  or  of  substituting  his  will  to  that  of  the 
officer  to  whose  care  it  was  exclusively  entrusted. 

In  the  session  of  congress  of  1832-’3  an  inquiry 
had  been  instituted  by  the  house  of  representatives 
into  the  condition  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 
It  resulted  in  a conviction  of  its  entire  safety,  and  a 
declaration  by  the  house,  made  only  a short  time 
before  the  adjournment  of  congress  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1833,  that  the  public  deposites  were  per- 
fectly secure.  This  declaration  was  probably  made 
in  consequence  of  suspicions  then  afloat  of  a de- 
sign on  the  part  of  the  executive  to  remove  the 
deposites.  These  suspicions  were  denied  by  the 
press  friendly  to  the  administration.  Nevertheless, 
the  members  had  scarcely  reached  their  respective 
homes  before  measures  were  commenced  by  the 
executive  to  effect  a removal  of  the  deposites  from 
that  very  place  of  safety  which  it  was  among  the 
last  acts  of  the  house  to  declare  existed  in  the  bank 
of  the  United  States. 

In  prosecution  of  this  design,  Mr.  McLean,  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  who  was  decidedly  op- 
posed to  such  a measure,  was  promoted  to  the 
department  of  state,  and  Mr.  Duane  was  appointed 
to  succeed  him.  But  Mr.  Duane  was  equally  con- 
vinced with  his  predecessor  that  he  was  forbidden 
by  every  consideration  of  duty  to  execute  the  power 
with  which  the  law  had  entrusted  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  and  refused  to  remove  the  deposites; 
whereupon  he  was  dismissed  from  office,  a new 
secretary  of  the  treasury  was  appointed,  and,  in 
September,  1833,  by  the  command  of  the  president, 
the  measure  was  finally  accomplished.  That  it 
was  the  president’s  act  was  never  denied,  but  pro- 
claimed, boasted,  defended.  It  fell  upon  the  coun- 
try like  a thunderbolt,  agitating  the  union  from  one 
extremity  to  the  other.  The  stoutest  adherents  of 
the  administration  were  alarmed;  and  all  thinking 
men,  not  blinded  by  party  prejudice,  beheld  in  the 
act  a bold  and  dangerous  exercise  of  power;  and 
no  human  sagacity,  can  now  foresee  the  tremen- 
dous consequences  which  will  ensue.  The  mea- 
sure was  adopted  not  long  before  the  approaching 
session  of  congress;  and,  as  the  concurrence  of  both 
branches  might  be  necessary  to  compel  a restora- 
tion of  the  deposites,  the  object  was  to  take  the 
chance  of  a possible  division  between  them,  and 
thereby  defeat  the  restoration. 

And  where  did  the  president  find  the  power  for 
this  most  extraordinary  act?  It  has  been  seen  that 
the  constitution,  jealous  of  all  executive  interference 
with  the  treasury  of  the  nation,  has  confined  it  to  the 
exclusive  care  of  congress,  by  every  precautionary 
guard,  from  the  first  imposition  of  the  taxes  to  the 
final  disbursement  of  the  public  money. 

It  has  been  seen  that  the  language  of  the  six- 
teenth section  of  the  law  of  1816  is  express  and 
free  from  all  ambiguity;  and  that  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  is  the  sole  and  exclusive  depository  of 
the  authority  which  it  confers. 

Those  who  maintain  the  power  of  the  president 
have  to  support  it  against  the  positive  language  of 
the  constitution,  against  the  explicit  words  or  the 
statute,  and  against  the  genius  and  theory  of  all  our 
institutions. 

And  how  do  they  surmount  these  insuperable 
obstacles?  By  a series  of  far-fetched  implications, 
which,  if  every  one  of  them  were  as  true  as  they 
are  believed  to  be  incorrect  orperverted,  would  stop 
far  short  of  maintaining  the  power  which  was  ex- 
ercised. 

The  first  of  these  implied  powers  is,  that  of  dis- 
missal, which  is  claimed  for  the  president.  Of  all 
the  questioned  powers  ever  exercised  by  this  go- 
vernment, this  is  the  most  questionable.  From  the 
first  congress  down  to  the  present  administration, 
it  had  never  been  examined.  It  was  carried,  then, 
in  the  senate  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  vice  presi- 
dent. And  those  who,  at  that  day,  argued  in  be- 
half of  the  power,  contended  for  it  upon  conditions 
which  have  been  utterly  disregarded  by  the  present 
chief  magistrate.  The  power  of  dismissal  is  no 


where  in  the  constitution  granted,  in  express  terms, 
to  the  president.  It  is  not  a necessary  incident  to 
any  granted  power;  and  the  friends  of  the  power 
have  never  been  able  to  agree  among  themselves  as 
to  the  precise  part  of  the  constitution  from  which  it 
springs. 

But,  if  the  power  of  dismissal  was  ai  incontesta- 
ble as  it  is  justly  controvertible,  we  utterly  deuy  the 
consequences  deduced  from  it.  The  argument  is, 
that  the  president  has,  by  implication,  the  power  of 
dismissal.  From  this  first  implication  another  is 
drawn,  and  that  is,  that  the  president  has  the  power 
to  control  the  officer,  whom  he  may  dismiss,  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties,  in  all  cases  whatever;  and 
that  this  power  of  control  is  so  comprehensive  as  to 
include  even  the  case  of  a specific  duty  expressly 
assigned  by  law  to  the  designated  officer. 

Now,  we  deny  these  results  from  the  dismissing 
power.  That  power,  if  it  exists,  can  draw  after  it 
only  a right  of  general  superintendence.  It  cannot 
authorise  the  president  to  substitute  his  will  to  the 
will  of  the  officer  charged  with  the  performance  of 
official  duties.  Above  all,  it  cannot  justify  such  a 
substitution  in  a case  where  the  law,  as  in  the  pre- 
sent instance,  assigns  to  a designated  officer  exclu- 
sively the  performance  of  a particular  duty,  and 
commands  him  to  report  not  to  the  president,  but  to 
congress,  in  a case  regarding  the  public  purse  of  the 
nation,  committed  to  the  exclusive  control  of  con- 
gress. 

Such  a consequence  as  that  which  I am  contest- 
ing would  concentrate  in  the  hands  of  one  man  the 
entire  executive  power  of  the  nation,  uncontrolled 
and  unchecked. 

It  would  be  utterly  destructive  of  all  official  re- 
sponsibility. Instead  of  each  officer  being  respon- 
sible, in  his  own  separate  sphere,  for  his  official 
acts,  he  would  shelter  himself  behind  the  orders  of 
the  president.  And  what  tribunal,  in  heaven  above 
or  on  earth  below,  could  render  judgment  against 
any  officer  for  an  act,  however  atrocious,  performed 
by  the  express  command  of  the  president,  wrhich, 
according  to  the  argument,  he  was  absolutely  bound 
to  obey  ? 

Whilst  all  official  responsibility  would  be  utterly 
annihilated  in  subordinated  officers,  there  would  be 
no  practical  or  available  responsibility  in  the  presi- 
dent himself. 

But  the  case  has  been  supposed,  of  a necessity 
for  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  a refusal  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  to  remove  them;  and  it  is 
triumphantly  asked  if,  in  such  a case,  the  president 
may  not  remove  him,  and  command  the  deed  to  be 
done.  That  is  an  extreme  case,  w hich  may  be  met 
by  another.  Suppose  the  president,  without  any 
necessity,  orders  the  removal  from  a place  of  safety 
to  a place  of  hazard?  If  there  be  danger  that  a 
secretary  may  neglect  his  duty,  there  is  equal  dan- 
ger that  a president  may  abuse  his  authority.  In- 
fallibility is  not  a human  attribute.  And  there  is 
more  security  for  the  public  in  holding  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  to  the  strict  performance  of  an  official 
duty  specially  assigned  to  him,  under  all  his  official 
responsibility,  than  to  allow  the  president  to  wrest 
the  work  from  his  hands,  annihilate  his  responsibili- 
ty, and  stand  himself  practically  irresponsible.  It  is 
far  better  that  millions  should  be  lost  by  the  neglect 
of  a secretaiy  of  the  treasury,  than  to  establish  the 
monstrous  principle  that  all  the  checks  and  balan- 
ces of  the  executive  government  shall  be  broken 
down,  the  whole  power  absorbed  by  one  many  and 
his  will  become  tne  supreme  rule.  The  argument 
which  I am  combatting  places  the  whole  treasury 
of  the  nation  at  the  mercy  of  the  executive.  It  is 
in  vain  to  talk  of  appropriations  by  law,  and  the 
formalities  of  warrants  upon  the  treasury.  Assum- 
ing the  argument  to  be  correct,  what  i3  to  prevent 
the  execution  of  an  order  from  the  president  to  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  to  issue  a warrant,  without 
the  sanction  of  a previous  legal  appropriation,  to  the 
comptroller  to  countersign  it,  to  the  register  to  regis- 
ter it,  and  to  the  treasurer  to  pay  it?  What  becomes 
of  that  quadruple  security  which  the  precaution  of 
the  law  provided?  Instead  of  four  substantive  and 
independent  wills,  acting  under  legal  obligations,  all 
are  merged  in  the  executive  voters. 

But  there  was,  in  point  of  fact,  no  cause,  none 
whatever,  for  the  measure.  Every  fiscal  considera- 
tion (and  no  other  had  the  secretary  or  the  presi- 
dent a right  to  entertain)  required  the  deposites  to 
be  left  undisturbed  in  the  place  of  perfect  safety 
where  by  law  they  were.  We  told  you  so  at  the 
time.  We  asserted  that  the  charges  of  insecurity 
and  insolvency  of  the  bank  were  without  the  slight- 
est foundation.  And  time,  that  great  arbiter  of  hu- 
man controversies,  has  confirmed  all  that  we  said. 
The  bank,  from  documents  submitted  to  congress 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  at  the  present  ses- 
sion, appears  to  be  able  not  only  to  return  every 
dollar  of  the  stock  held  in  its  capital  by  the  public, 
but  an  addition  of  eleven  per  cent,  beyond  it. 
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Those  who  defend  the  executive  act  have  to 
maintain  not  only  that  the  president  may  assume 
upon  himself  the  discharge  of  a duty  specially  as- 
signed to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  but  that  he 
may  remove  that  officer,  arbitrarily,  and  without 
any  cause,  because  he  refused  to  remove  the  public 
deposites  without  cause. 

My  mind  conducts  me  to  a totally  different  con- 
clusion. I think,  I solemnly  believe,  that  the  pre- 
sident “assumed  upon  himself  authority  and  power 
not  conferred  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in 
derogation  of  both,”  in  the  language  of  the  reso- 
lution. I believed  then  i/i  the  truth  of  the  resolu- 
tion; and  I now  in  my  place,  and  under  all  my  re- 
sponsibility, reavow  my  unshaken  conviction  of  it. 

■ But  it  has  been  contended  on  this  occasion,  as  it 
was  in  the  debate  wffiich  preceded  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution  of  1834,  that  the  senate  has  no  right 
to  express  the  truth  on  any  question  which,  by  pos- 
sibility, may  become  a subject  of  impeachment. 
It  is  manifest  that  if  it  may,  there  is  no  more  usual 
or  appropriate  form  in  which  it  may  be  done  than 
that  of  resolutions,  joint  or  separate,  orders,  or  bills. 
In  no  other  mode  can  the  collective  sense  of  the 
body  be  expressed.  But  senators  maintain  that  no 
matter  what  may  be  the  executive  encroachment 
upon  the  joint  powers  of  the  two  houses,  or  the 
separate  authority  of  the  senate,  it  is  bound  to  stand 
mute,  and  not  breathe  one  word  of  complaint  or  re- 
monstrance. According  to  the  argument,  the  great- 
er the  violation  of  the  constitution  or  the  law,  the 
greater  the  incompetency  of  the  senate  to  express 
any  opinion  upon  it!  Further,  that  this  incornpe- 
t.ency  is  not  confined  to  the  acts  of  the  president 
only,  but  extends  to  those  of  every  officer  who  is 
liable  to  impeachment  under  the  constitution.  Is 
this  possible?  Can  it  be  true?  Contrary  to  all  the 
laws  of  nature,  is  the  senate  the  only  being  which 
has  no  power  of  self-preservation — no  right  to  com- 
plain or  to  remonstrate  against  attacks  upon  its  very 
existence? 

The  argument  is,  that  the  senate,  being  the  con- 
stitutional tribunal  to  try  all  impeachments,  is  there- 
by precluded  from  the  exercise  of  the  right  to  ex- 
press any  opinion  upon  any  official  malfeasance,  ex- 
cept when  acting  in  its  judicial  character. 

If  this  disqualification  exist,  it  applies  to  all  im- 
peachable officers,  and  ought  to  have  protected  the 
late  postmaster  general  against  the  resolution,  una- 
nimously adopted  by  the  senate,  declaring  that  he 
had  borrowed  money  contrary  to  law.  And  it  would 
disable  the  senate  from  considering  that  treasury  or- 
der which  has  formed  such  a prominent  subject  of 
its  deliberations  during  the  present  session. 

And  how  do  senators  maintain  this  obligation  of 
the  senate  to  remain  silent  and  behold  itself  stript, 
one  by  one,  of  all  its  constitutional  powers,  without 
resistance,  and  without  murmur?  Is  it  imposed  by 
the  language  of  the  constitution?  Has  any  part  of 
that  instrument  been  pointed  to  which  expressly 
enjoins  it?  No,  no,  not  a syllable.  But  it  is  at- 
tempted to  be  deduced  by  another  far-fetched  im- 
plication. Because  the  senate  is  the  body  which  is 
to  try  impeachments,  therefore  it  is  inferred  the  se- 
nate can  express  no  opinion  on  any  matter  which 
may  form  the  subject  of  impeachment.  The  con- 
stitution does  not  say  so.  That  is  undeniable;  but 
senators  think  so. 

The  senate  acts  in  three  characters,  legislative, 
executive  and  judicial;  and  their  importance  is  in 
the  order  enumerated.  By  far  the  most  important 
of  the  three  is  its  legislative.  In  that,  almost  every 
day  that  it  has  been  in  session  from  1789  to  the 
present  time,  some  legislative  business  has  been 
transacted;  whilst,  in  its  judicial  character,  it  has 
not  sat  more  than  three  or  four  times  in  that  whole 
period. 

Why  should  the  judicial  function  limit  and  re- 
strain the  legislative  function  of  the  senate,  more 
than  the  legislative  should  the  judicial?  If  the  de- 
gree of  importance  of  the  two  should  decide  which 
ought  to  impose  the  restraint,  in  cases  of  conflict 
between  them,  none  can  doubt  which  it  should  be. 

But  if  the  argument  is  sound,  how  is  it  possible 
for  the  senate  to  perform  its  legislative  duties?  An 
act  in  violation  of  the  constitution  or  laws  is  com- 
mitted by  the  president  or  a subordinate  executive 
officer,  and  it  becomes  necessary  to  correct  it  by 
the  passage  of  a law.  The  very  act  of  the  presi- 
dent in  question  was  under  a law  to  which  the  se- 
nate had  given  its  concurrence.  According  to  the 
argument,  the  correcting  law  cannot  originate  in  the 
senate,  because  it  would  have  to  pass  in  judgment 
upon  that  act.  Nay,  more,  it  cannot  originate  in  the 
house  and  be  sent  to  the  senate,  for  the  same  reason 
of  incompetency  in  the  senate  to  pass  upon  it.  Sup- 
pose the  bill  contained  a preamble  reciting  the  un- 
constitutional or  illegal  act,  to  which  the  legislative 
corrective  is  applied,  according  to  the  argument, 
the  senate  must  not  think  of  passing  it.  Pushed  to 


its  legitimate  consequence,  the  argument  requires 
the  house  of  representatives  itself  cautiously  to  ab- 
stain from  the  expression  of  any  opinion  upon  aD 
executive  act,  except  when  it  is  acting  as  the  grand 
inquest  of  the  nation,  and  considering  articles  of 
impeachment. 

Assuming  that  the  argument  is  well  founded,  tie 
senate  is  equally  restrained  from  expressing  any 
opinion  which  would  imply  the  innocence  or  the 
guilt  of  an  impeachable  officer,  unless  it  be  main- 
tained that  it  is  lawful  to  express  praise  and  appro- 
bation, but  not  censure  or  difference  of  opinion. — 
Instances  have  occurred  in  our  past  history,  (the 
case  of  the  British  minister,  Jackson,  was  a memor- 
able one),  and  many  others  may  arise  in  our  future 
progress,  when,  in  reference  to  foreign  powers,  it 
may  be  important  for  congress  to  approve  what  has 
been  done  by  the  executive,  to  present  a firm  and 
united  front,  and  to  pledge  the  country  to  stand  by 
and  support  him.  May  it  not  do  that?  If  the  se- 
nate dare  not  entertain  and  express  any  opinion  up- 
on an  executive  measure,  how  do  those  who  sup- 
port this  expunging  resolution  justify  the  acquittal 
of  the  president  which  it  proclaims? 

No  senator  believed  in  1834  that,  whether  the 
president  merited  impeachment  or  not,  he  ever 
would  be  impeached.  In  point  of  fact  he  has  not 
been,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  suppose  that  he 
never  will  be  impeached.  Was  the  majority  of  the 
senate,  in  a case  where  it  believed  the  constitution 
and  laws  to  have  been  violated,  and  the  liberties  of 
the  people  to  be  endangered,  to  remain  silent,  and 
to  refrain  from  proclaiming  the  truth,  because, 
against  all  human  probability,  the  president  might 
be  impeached  by  a majority  of  his  political  friends 
in  the  house  of  representatives? 

If  an  impeachment  had  been  actually  voted  by 
the  house  of  representatives,  there  is  nothing  in  the 
constitution  which  enjoins  silence  on  the  part  of  the 
senate.  In  such  a case,  it  would  have  been  a mat- 
ter of  propriety  for  the  consideration  of  each  senator 
to  avoid  the  expression  of  any  opinion  on  a matter 
upon  which,  as  a sworn  judge,  he  would  be  called 
to  act. 

Hitherto  I have  considered  the  question  on  the 
supposition  that  the  resolution  of  March,  1834,  im- 
plied such  guilt  in  the  president  that  he  would  have 
been  liable  to  conviction  on  a trial  by  impeachment 
before  the  senate  of  the  United  States.  But  the  re- 
solution, in  fact,  imported  no  such  guilt.  It  sim- 
ply affirmed  that  he  had  “assumed  upon  himself  au- 
thority and  power  not  conferred  by  the  constitution 
and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both.”  It  imputed 
no  criminal  motives.  It  did  not  profess  to  penetrate 
into  the  heart  of  the  president.  According  to  the 
phraseology  of  the  resolution,  the  exceptionable  act 
might  have  been  performed  with  the  purest  and 
most  patriotic  intention.  The  resolution  neither 
affirmed  his  innocence,  nor  pronounced  his  guilt. — 
It  amounts,  then,  say  his  friends  on  this  floor,  to  no- 
thing. Not  so.  If  the  constitution  be  trampled 
upon,  and  the  laws  be  violated,  the  injury  may  be 
equally  great  whether  it  has  been  done  with  good 
or  bad  intentions.  There  may  be  a difference  to 
the  officer,  none  to  the  country.  The  country,  as 
all  experience  demonstrates,  has  most  reason  to  ap- 
prehend those  encroachments  which  take  place  on 
plausible  pretexts,  and  with  good  intentions. 

1 put  it,  Mr.  President,  to  the  calm  and  deliberate 
consideration  of  the  majority  of  the  senate,  are  you 
ready  to  pronounce,  in  the  face  of  this  enlightened 
community,  for  all  time  to  come,  and  whoever  may 
happen  to  be  the  president,  that  the  senate  dare  not, 
in  language  the  most  inoffensive  and  respeclful,  re- 
monstrate against  any  executive  usurpation,  what- 
ever may  be  its  degree  or  danger? 

For  one,  I will  not,  I cannot.  I believe  the  re- 
solution of  March,  1834,  to  have  been  true:  and 
that  it  was  competent  to  the  senate  to  proclaim  the 
truth.  And  I solemnly  believe  that  the  senate 
would  have  been  culpably  neglectful  of  its  duty  to 
itself,  to  the  constitution,  and  to  the  country,  if  it 
had  not  announced  the  truth. 

But  let  me  suppose  that  in  all  this  I am  mistaken; 
that  the  act  of  the  president  to  which  exception 
was  made  was  in  conformity  with  the  spirit  of  our 
free  institutions  and  the  language  of  our  constitu- 
tion and  laws;  and  that,  whether  it  was  or  not,  tire 
senate  of  1834  had  no  authority  to  pass  judgment 
upon  it:  what  right  has  the  senate  of  1837,  a com- 
ponent part  of  another  congress,  to  pronounce  judg- 
ment upon  its  predecessor?  How  can  you  who 
venture  to  impute  to  those  who  have  gone  before 
you  an  unconstitutional  proceeding  escape  a simi- 
lar imputation?  What  part  of  the  constitution  com- 
municates to  you  any  authority  to  arraign  and  try 
your  predecessors?  In  what  article  is  contained 
your  power  to  expunge  what  they  have  done?  And 
may  not  the  precedent  lead  to  a perpetual  code  of 
defacement  and  restoration  of  the  transactions  of 
the  senate  as  consigned  to  the  public  records? 


Are  you  not  only  destitute  of  all  authority,  but 
positively  forbidden  to  do  what  the  expunging  reso- 
lution proposes?  The  injunction  of  the  constitu- 
tion to  keep  a journal  of  our  proceedings  is  clear, 
express  and  emphatic.  It  is  tree  from  ambiguity: 
no  sophistry  can  pervert  the  explicit  language  of 
the  instrument;  no  artful  device  can  elude  the  force 
of  the  obligation  which  it  imposes.  If  it  were  pos- 
sible to  make  more  manifest  the  duly  w hich  it  re- 
quires to  be  performed,  that  was  done  by  the  able 
and  eloquent  speeches,  at  the  last  session,  of  the 
senators  from  Virginia  and  Louisiana,  (Messrs. 
Leigh  and  Porter),  and  at  this  of  my  colleague.  I 
shall  not  repeat  the  argument.  But  I would  ask,  if 
there  were  no  constitutional  requirement  to  keep  a 
journal,  what  constitutional  right  has  the  senate  of 
this  congress  to  pass  in  judgment  upon  the  senate 
of  another  congress,  and  to  expunge  from  its  jour- 
nal a deliberate  act  there  recorded?  Can  an  uncon- 
stitutional act  of  that  senate,  supposing  it  to  be  so, 
justify  you  in  performing  another  unconstitutional 
art? 

But  in  lieu  of  any  argument  upon  the  point  from 
me,  I beg  leave  to  cite  "for  the  consideration  of  the 
senate  two  precedents:  one  drawn  from  the  reign  of 
the  most  despotic  monarch  in  modern  Europe,  un- 
der the  most  despotic  minister  that  ever  bore  sway 
over  any  people;  and  the  other  from  the  purest 
fountain  of  democracy  in  this  country.  I quote 
from  the  interesting  life  of  the  cardinal"  Richelieu, 
written  by  that  most  admirable  and  popular  author, 
Mr.  James.  The  duke  of  Orleans,  the  brother  of 
Louis  the  13th,  had  been  goaded  into  rebellion  by 
the  wary  Richelieu.  The'king  issued  a decree  de- 
claring all  the  supporters  of  the  duke  guilty  ol  hi^h 
treason,  and  a copy  of  it  was  despatched  to  the 
parliament  at  Paris,  with  an  order  to  register  it 
at  once.  The  parliament  demurred,  and  proceeded 
to  what  was  called  an  arret  de  partage.  “Riche- 
lieu, however,  could  bear  no  contradiction  in  the 
course  which  he  had  laid  down  for  himself;’  [how 
strong  a resemblance  does  that  feature  of  his  charac- 
ter bear  to  one  of  an  illustrious  individual  whom  I 
will  not  further  describe!]  “and  hurrying  back  to 
Paris  with  the  king,  he  sent  in  the  monarch’s  name, 
a command  for  the  members  of  the  parliament  to 
present  themselves  at  the  Louvre  in  a body  and  on 
foot.  He  was  obeyed  immediately;  and  the  king 
receiving  them  with  great  haughtiness,  the  keeper 
of  the  seals  made  them  a speech,  in  which  he  de- 
clared that  they  had  no  authority  to  deliberate 
upon  affairs  of  state;  that  the  business  of  private 
individuals  they  might  discuss,  but  that  the  will  of 
the  monarch  in  other  matters  they  were  alone  call- 
ed upon  to  register.  The  king  then  tore  with  his  own 
hands  the  page  of  the  register  on  winch  the  arret  de 
partage  had  been  inscribed,  and  punished  with  suspen- 
sion from.  their  functions  several  of  the  members  of  the^ 
various  courts  composing  the  parliament  of  Paris. 
How  repeated  acts  of  the  exercise  ot  arbitrary  pow- 
er are  likely  to  subdue  the  spirit  of  liberty,  and  to 
render  callous  the  public  sensibility  and  the  fate 
which  awaits  us,  if  we  had  not  been  recently  un- 
happily taught  in  this  country,  we  may  learn  from 
the  same  author.  “The  finances  of  the  state  were 
exhausted,  new  impositions  were  devised,  and  a 
number  of  new  offices  created  and  sold.  Against 
the  last  named  abuse  the  parliament  ventured  to  re- 
monstrate; but  the  government  of  the  cardinal  had 
for  its  first  principle  despotism,  and  the  refractory 
members  were  punished,  some  with  exile,  some 
with  suspension  of  their  functions.  All  were  forced 
to  comply  with  his  will;  and  the  parliament,  unable 
to  resist,  yielded,  step  by  step,  to  his  exactions. 

The  other  precedent  is  supplied  by  the  archives 
of  the  democracy  of  Pennsylvania  in  1816,  when  it 
was  genuine  and  unmixed  with  any  other  ingre- 
dient.  . - 

The  provisions  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  and  of  Pennsylvania,  in  regard  to  the  obliga- 
tion to  keep  a journal,  are  substantially  the  same. 
That  of  the  United  States  requires  that  “each  house 
shall  keep  a journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  from 
time  to  time  publish  the  same,  except  such  parts  as 
may  in  their  judgment  require  secrecy;  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  ot  either  house  on 
any  question  shall,  at  the  desire  of  one-filthy  of  the 
members  present,  be  entered  on  the  journal.”  And 
that  of  Pennsylvania  is,  “each  house  shall  keep  a 
journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  publish  them  week- 
ly, except  such  parts  as  require  secrecy ; and  the 
yeas  and  nays  of  the  members,  on  any  question 
shall,  at  the  desire  of  any  two  of  them,  be  entered 
on  the  journals.”  Whatever  inviolability,  therefore, 
is  attached  to  a journal,  kept  in  conformity  with 
the  one  constitution,  must  be  equally  stamped  on 
that  kept  under  the  other.  On  the  10th  of  Februa- 
ry, 1816,  in  the  house  of  representatives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, “the  speaker  informed  the  house  that  a 
constitutional  question  being  involved  in  a decision 
by  him  yesterday,  on  a motion  to  expunge  certain 
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proceedings  from  the  journal,  he  was  desirous  of 
having  the  opinion  of  the  house  on  that  decision, 
viz.  that  a majority  can  expunge  from  the  journal 
any  proceedings  in  which  the  yeas  and  nays  have  not 
been  called.”  Whereupon  Mr.  Holgate  and  Mr. 
Smith  appealed  from  said  decision;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion, is  the  speaker  right  in  his  decision?  the  mem- 
bers present  voted  as  follows:  yeas  three,  nays  se- 
venty-eight. Among  the  latter  are  to  be  found  the 
two  senators  now  representing  in  this  body  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania.  On  the  same  day  a motion 
was  made  by  one  of  them  (Mr.  Buchanan)  and  Mr. 
Kelly,  and  read  as  follows:  “ Resolved , That  in  the 
opinion  of  this  house  no  part  of  the  journals  of  the 
house  can  be  expunged  even  by  unanimous  con- 
sent.” 

The  senate  observes  that  the  question  arose  in  a 
case  where  the  yeas  and  nays  had  not  been  called. 
Even  in  such  a case  there  were  but  four  members 
out  of  eighty-two  that  thought  it  was  competent  to 
the  house  to  expunge.  Had  the  yeas  and  nays  been 
called  and  recorded,  as  they  were  on  the  resolution 
of  March,  1334,  there  would  not  have  been  a soli- 
tary vote  in  the  house  of  representatives  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  support  of  the  power  of  expunging. — 
And  if  you  can  expunge  the  resolution,  why  may 
you  not  expunge  also  the  recorded  yeas  and  nays 
attached  to  it? 

But  if  the  matter  of  expunction  be  contrary  to 
the  truth  of  the  case,  reproachful  for  its  base  sub- 
serviency, derogatory  from  the  just  and  necessary 
powers  of  the  senate,  and  repugnant  to  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  tne  manner  in  which  it 
is  proposed  to  accomplish  this  dark  deed  is  also 
highly  exceptionable.  The  expunging  resolution, 
which  is  to  blot  out  or  enshroud  the  four  or  five 
lines  in  which  the  resolution  of  1834  stands  record- 
ed, or  rather  the  recitals  by  which  it  is  preceded, 
are  spun  out  into  a thread  of  enormous  length.  It 
runs,  whereas,  and  whereas,  and  whereas,  and 
whereas,  and  whereas,  &c.  into  a formidable  array 
of  nine  several  whereases.  One  who  should  have 
the  courage  to  begin  to  read  them,  unaware  of  what 
was  to  be  their  termination,  would  think  that  at  the 
end  of  such  a tremendous  display  he  must  find  the 
very  devil.  It  is  like  a kite  or  a comet,  except  that 
the  order  of  nature  is  inverted,  and  the  tail,  instead 
of  being  behind,  is  before  the  body  to  which  it  is 
appended. 

I shall  not  trespass  on  the  senate  by  inquiring  in- 
to the  truth  of  all  the  assertions  of  fact  and  of  prin- 
ciple contained  in  these  recitals.  It  would  not  be 
difficult  to  expose  them  all,  and  to  show  that  not  one 
of  them  has  more  than  a colorable  foundation.  It 
is  asserted  by  one  of  them  that  the  president  was 
put  upon  his  trial,  and  condemned,  unheard,  by  the 
senate  in  1834.  Was  that  true?  Was  it  a trial? — 
Can  the  majority  now  assert,  upon  their  oaths,  and 
in  their  consciences,  that  there  was  any  trial  or  con- 
demnation? During  the  warmth  of  debate,  sena- 
tors might  endeavor  to  persuade  themselves  and  the 
public  that  the  proceeding  of  1834  was,  in  its  effect* 
and  consequences,  a trial,  and  would  be  a condem- 
nation of  the  president;  but  now,  after  the  lapse  of 
near  three  years,  when  the  excitement  arising  from 
an  animated  discussion  has  passed  away,  it  is  mar- 
vellous that  any  one  should  be  prepared  to  assert 
that  an  expression  ofthe  opinion  of  the  senate  upon 
the  character  of  an  executive  act  was  an  arraignment, 
trial  and  conviction  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States! 

Another  fact,  asserted  in  one  of  those  recitals,  is, 
that  the  resolution  of  1834,  in  either  of  the  forms  in 
which  it  was  originally  presented  or  subsequently 
modified  prior  to  the  final  shape  which  it  assumed 
when  adopted,  would  have  been  rejected  by  a ma- 
jority of  the  senate.  What  evidence  is  there  in  sup- 
port of  this  assertion?  None.  It  is,  I verily  believe 
directly  contrary  to  the  fact.  In  either  of  the  mo- 
difications of  the  resolution,  I have  not  a doubt 
that  it  would  have  passed!  They  were  all  made  in 
that  spirit  of  accommodation  by  which  the  mover  of 
the  resolution  has  ever  regulated  his  conduct  as  a 
member  of  a deliberative  body.  In  not  one  single 
instance  did  he  understand  from  any  senator  at 
whose  request  he  made  the  modification,  that,  with- 
out it,  he  wou'd  vote  against  the  resolution.  How, 
then  can  even  the  senators,  who  were  of  the  mi- 
nority of  1834,  undertake  to  make  the  assertion  in 
question?  How  can  the  new  senators,  who  have 
come  here  since,  pledge  themselves  to  the  fact  as- 
serted in  the  recital  of  which  .they  could  not  have 
had  any  conusance?  But  all  the  members  of  the  ma- 
jority— the  veterans  and  the  raw  recruits — the  six 
years  men  the  and  six  weeks  men — are  required  to 
concur  in  this  most  unfounded  assertion,  as  I believe 
it  to  be.  I submit  it  to  one  of  the  latter  (looking  to- 
wards Mr.  Dana,  from  Maine,  here  by  a temporary 
appointment  from  the  executive),  whether,  instead 
of  inundating  the  senate  with  a torrent  of  fulsome 
and  revolting  adulation  poured  on  the  president,  it 


would  not  be  wiser  and  more  patriotic  to  illustrate 
the  brief  period  of  his  senatorial  existence  by  some 
great  measure  fraught  with  general  benefit  to  the 
whole  union?  Or,  if  he  will  not  or  cannot  elevate 
himself  to  a view  of  the  interest  of  the  entire  coun- 
try, whether  he  had  not  better  dedicate  his  time  to 
an  investigation  into  the  causes  of  an  alien  jurisdic- 
tion being  still  exercised  over  a large  part  of  the 
territory  of  the  state  which  he  represents?  And 
why  the  American  carrying-trade  to  the  British  co- 
lonies, in  which  his  state  was  so  deeply  interested, 
has  been  lost  by  a most  improvident  and  bungling 
arrangement? 

Mr.  President,  what  patriotic  purpose  is  to  be 
accomplished  by  this  expunging  resolution!  What 
new  honor  or  fresh  laurels  will  it  win  for  our  com- 
mon country?  Is  the  power  of  the  senate  so  vast 
that  it  ought  to  be  circumscribed,  and  that  of  the 
president  so  restricted  that  it  ought  to  be  extended? 
What  power  has  the  senate?  None  separately.  It 
can  only  act  jointly  with  the  other  house,  or  jointly 
with  the  executive.  And  although  the  theory  of  the 
constitution  supposes,  when  consulted  by  him,  it 
may  freely  give  an  affirmative  or  negative  re- 
sponse, according  to  the  practice,  as  it  now  exists, 
it  has  lost  the  faculty  of  pronouncing  the  negative 
monosyllable.  When  the  senate  expresses  its  deli- 
berate judgment,  in  the  form  of  resolution,  that 
resolution  has  no  compulsory  force,  but  appeals 
only  to  the  dispassionate  intelligence,  the  calm  rea- 
son, and  the  sober  judgment  of  the  community. 
The  senate  has  no  army,  no  navy,  no  patronage,  no 
lucrative  offices,  nor  glittering  honors  to  bestow. 
Around  us  there  is  no  swarm  of  greedy  expectants, 
rendering  us  homage,  anticipating  our  wishes,  and 
ready  to  execute  our  commands. 

How  is  it  with  the  president?  Is  he  powerless? 
He  is  felt  from  one  extremity  to  the  other  of  this 
vast  republic.  By  means  of  principles  which  he 
has  introduced,  and  innovations  which  he  has  made 
in  our  institutions,  alas!  but  too  much  countenanced 
by  congress  and  a confiding  people,  he  exercises 
uncontrolled  the  power  of  the  state.  In  one  hand 
he  holds  the  purse,  and  in  the  other  brandishes  the 
sword  of  the  country.  Myriads  of  dependants  and 
partisans,  scattered  over  the  land,  are  ever  ready  to 
sing  hosannas  to  him,  and  to  laud  to  the  skies  what- 
ever he  does.  He  has  swept  over  the  government, 
during  the  last  eight  years,  like  a tropical  tornado. 
Every  department  exhibits  traces  of  the  ravages  of 
the  storm.  Take,  as  one  example,  the  bank  ot  the 
United  States.  No  institution  could  have  been  more 
popular  with  the  people,  with  congress,  and  with 
state  legislatures.  None  ever  better  fulfilled  the 
great  purposes  of  its  establishment.  But  it  unr 
fortunately  incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  presi- 
dent; he  spoke,  and  the  bank  lies  prostrate.  And 
those  who  were  loudest  in  its  praise  are  now  loud- 
est in  its  condemnation.  What  object  of  his  ambi- 
tion is  unsatisfied?  When  disabled  from  age  any 
longer  to  hold  the  sceptre  of  power,  he  designates 
his  successor,  and  transmits  it  to  his  favorite! 
What  more  does  he  want?  Must  we  blot,  deface 
and  mutilate  the  records  of  the  country  to  punish 
the  presumptuousness  of  expressing  an  opinion  con- 
trary to  his  own. 

What  patriotic  purpose  is  to  be  accomplished  by 
this  expunging  resolution?  Can  you  make  that  not 
to  be  which  has  been?  Can  you  eradicate  from  memo- 
ry and  from  history  the  fact  that  in  March,  1834,  a 
majority  of  the  senate  of  the  United  States  passed 
the  resolution  which  excites  your  enmity?  Is  it 
your  vain  and  wicked  ob  ject  to  arrogate  to  yourselves 
that  power  of  annihilating  the  past  which  has  been 
denied  to  Omnipotence  itself?  Do  you  intend  to 
thrust  your  hands  into  our  hearts  and  to  pluck  out 
the  deeply-rooted  convictions  which  are  there?  Or  is 
it  your  design  merely  to  stigmatize  us?  YOU  can- 
not stigmatize  US. 

Ne’er  yet  did  base  dishonor  blur  our  name. 

Standing  securely  upon  our  conscious  rectitude, 
and  bearing  aloft  the  shield  of  the  constitution  of 
our  country,  your  puny  efforts  are  impotent,  and 
we  defy  all  your  power.  Put  the  majority  of  1834  in 
one  scale,  and  that  by  which  this  expunging  resolu- 
tion is  to  be  carried  in  the  other,  and  let  truth  and 
justice,  in  heaven  above,  and  on  earth  below,  and 
liberty  and  patriotism,  decide  the  preponderance. 

What  patriotic  purpose  is  to  be  accomplished  by 
this  expunging  resolution?  Is  it  to  appease  the  wrath 
and  to  heal  the  wounded  pride  of  the  chief  magis- 
trate? If  he  be  really  the  hero  that  his  friends 
represent  him  he  must  despise  all  mean  condescen- 
sion, all  grovelling  sycophancy,  all  self-degradation 
and  self-abasement.  He  would  reject,  with  scorn 
and  contempt  as  unworthy  of  his  fame,  your  black 
scratches  and  your  baby  lines  in  the  fair  records  of 
his  country.  Black  lines!  Black  lines!  Sir,  I hope 
the  secretary  of  the  senate  will  preserve  the  pen 
with  which  he  may  inscribe  them,  and  present  it  to 
that  *enator  of  the  majority  whom  he  may  select, 


as  a proud  trophy,  to  be  transmitted  to  his  descend- 
ants. And  hereafter,  \yhen  we  shall  lose  the  forms 
of  our  free  institutions,  all  that  now  remain  to  us, 
some  future  American  monarch,  in  gratitude  to 
those  by  whose  means  he  has  been  enabled,  upon 
the  ruins  of  civil  liberty,  to  erect  a throne,  ana  to 
commemorate  especially  this  expunging  resolution, 
may  institute  a new  order  of  knighthood,  and  confer 
on  it  the  appropriate  name  of  the  knight  of  the 
black  lines. 

But  why  should  I detain  the  senate  or  needlessly 
waste  my  breath  in  fruitless  exertions.  The  de- 
cree has  gone  forth.  It  is  one  of  urgency,  too. 
The  deed  is  to  be  done — that  foul  deed  which  like 
the  blood-stained  hands  of  the  guilty  Macbeth, 
all  ocean’s  waters  will  never  wash  out.  Proceed, 
then,  to  the  noble  work  which  lies  before  you,  and, 
like  other  skilful  executioners,  do  it  quickly.  And 
when  you  have  perpetrated  it  go  home  to  the  people, 
and  tell  them  what  glorious  honors  you  have  achiev- 
ed for  our  common  country.  Tell  them  that  jou  have 
extinguished  one  of  the  brightest  and  purest  lights 
that  ever  burnt  at  the  altar  of  civil  liberty.  Tell 
them  that  you  have  silenced  one  of  the  noblest  bat- 
teries that  ever  thundered  in  defence  of  the  consti- 
tution, and  bravely  spiked  the  cannon.  Tell  them- 
that,  henceforward,  no  matter  what  daring  or  outra- 
geous act  any  president  may  perform,  you  have  for- 
ever hermetically  sealed  the  mouth  of  the  senate. 
Tell  them  that  he  may  fearlessly  assume  what  pow- 
er he  pleases,  snatch  from  its  lawful  custody  the 
public  purse,  command  a military  detaciiment  to 
enter  the  halls  of  the  capitol,  overawe  congress, 
trample  down  the  constitution,  and  raze  even-  bul- 
wark of  freedom;  but  that  the  senate  must  stand 
mute,  in  silent  submission,  and  not  dare  to  raise 
its  opposing  voice.  That  it  must  wait  until  a house 
of  representatives,  humbled  and  subdued  like  itself, 
and  a majority  of  it  composed  of  the  partisans  of 
the  president,  shall  prefer  articles  of  impeachment. 
Tell  them,  finally,  that  you  have  restored  the  glori- 
ous doctrine  of  passive  obedience  and  non-resistance 
and,  if  the  people  do  not  pour  out  their  indignation 
and  imprecations,  I have  yet  to  learn  the  character 
of  American  freemen. 


RELATIONS  WITH  MEXICO. 

DOCUMENTS  ACCOMPANYING  THE  MESSAGE  OF 
THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  U.  STATES,  TRANS- 
MITTED TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 
ON  THE  26TH  JANUARY. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Ellis. 

Department  of  state,  Washington,  July  20,  1836. 
Sir:  The  enclosed  copies  of  letters  to  this  de- 
partment from  Mr.  Coleman,  the  acting  consul  of 
the  United  States  at  Tabasco,  will  inform  you  of 
the  outrageous  conduct  of  the  authorities  there  with 
regard  to  the  officers,  crew  and  cargo  ofthe  schoon- 
er Northampton,  wrecked  on  the  Mexican  coast 
in  that  quarter,  and  in  relation  to  the  acting  consul 
himself. 

The  accumulation  of  causes  for  complaint  on  the 
part  of  our  citizens  against  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment, the  frequency  of  their  occurrence  of  late, 
and,  so  far  as  appears  from  the  correspondence  of 
your  predecessors,  the  indisposition  of  that  govern- 
ment to  inquire  into  them,  to  grant  satisfaction  lor 
them,  or  to  take  proper  steps  to  prevent  their  recur- 
rence, have  by  no  means  tended  to  strengthen  the 
spirit  of  forbearance  with  which  the  president  lias 
hitherto  acted  towards  Mexico;  entertaining,  as  he 
does,  a sincere  sympathy  for  her  domestic  troubles, 
and  a hearty  desire  to  preserve  and  cultivate  the 
relations  of  peace,  friendship  and  good  neighbor- 
hood with  her  government  and  people.  He  is  sa- 
tisfied, however,  that  further  delay  in  the  acknow- 
ledgment, if  not  in  the  redress,  of  the  injuries  com- 
plained of,  cannot  be  acquiesced  in,  compatibly 
with  the  dignity,  rights  and  interests  of  the  United 
States.  He  therefore  directs,  that  in  presenting  to 
the  notice  of  that  government  the  case  of  the 
Northampton,  you  will  make  a fresh  appeal  to  its 
sense  of  honor  and  justice  in  relation  to  our  claims 
generally;  and,  to  show  that  the  president’s  esti- 
mate of  the  grievances  suffered  by  our  citizens  re- 
sorting to  Mexico,  especially  since  the  conclusion 
of  the  treaty,  is  not  exaggerated,  your  note  will  re- 
fer to  the  following  cases,  in  which  the  interposi- 
tion of  this  government,  has  been  asked  for  since 
the  5th  of  April,  1832.  and  all  of  which  either  you 
or  your  predecessor  has  heretofore  been  instructed 
to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Mexican  government. 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1831,  an  alcalde  of 
Menotillan,  in  the  colony  of  Guazcualeo,  instituted 
what  is  said  to  have  been  an  illegal,  arbitrary  and 
oppressive  proceeding  against  doctor  Baldwin,  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  under  color  of  a suit 
at  law,  preferred  and  carried  on  bv  a creature  of  the 
alcalde  himself.  Baldwin  appeared  before  the  al- 
calde to  answer  the  charge;  an  altercation  ensued; 
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and  the  alcalde  ordered  him  to  the  stocks,  which 
Baldwin  refusing  to  submit  to,  attempted  to  escape, 
and  was  pursued  by  a party  of  soldiers,  who  at- 
tended the  court.  In  the  race,  Baldwin  fell,  receiv- 
ed an  injury  in  one  of  his  legs,  was  captured,  car- 
ried back  into  the  presence  of  the  alcalde,  placed  in 
the  stocks,  and  afterwards  imprisoned. 

In  February,  1832,  the  schooner  Topaz,  of  Ban- 
gor, Maine,  was  employed  by  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment to  carry  troops  from  Matamoras  to  Galveston 
bay.  The  master  and  mate  were  murdered  by  the 
soldiers  on  the  passage,  the  crew  imprisoned,  and 
the  vessel  seized  and  converted  to  the  Mexican  ser- 
vice. 

On  the  21st  June,  1832,  the  American  schooner 
Brazoria  was  seized  in  the  port  of  Brazoria,  by 
John  Austin,  the  Mexican  military  commandant  in 
that  quarter,  and  employed  to  make  an  attack  upon 
Anahuac,  then  in  possession  of  insurgents.  Dur- 
ing the  attack,  she  was  injured  so  as  to  be  made 
unseaworthy,  and  was  abandoned  as  a total  loss, 
for  which  the  underwriters  have  received  no  com- 
pensation. 

In  the  summer  of  1832,  the  steamboat  Hidalgo 
and  schooner  Consolation,  belonging  to  Aaron  Leg- 
gett, of  New  York,  were  forcibly  taken  possession 
of  by  Mexican  officers  at  Tabasco,  and  used  by 
them.  The  brig  John,  belonging  to  Leggett,  was 
also  detained,  and  money  was  extorted  from  him. 
The  consequences  resulting  from  these  acts  are  re- 
presented to  have  been  ruinous  to  the  sufferer,  and 
the  Mexican  government  is  clearly  bound  by  the 
treaty  to  indemnify  him  for  them. 

In  March,  1834,  capt.  McCeige,  of  the  schooner 
Industry,  of  Mobile,  was  imprisoned  at  Tabasco, 
and  an  exorbitant  fine  demanded  of  him  without 
cause.  The  payment  of  the  fine  being  made  the 
only  condition  upon  which  he  could  be  allowed  to 
depart,  he  abandoned  his  vessel  and  her  cargo  to 
the  authorities,  who  afterwards  sold  them. 

In  the  summer  of  1834,  the  brig  Paragon,  of 
New  York,  was  causelessly  fired  into  on  her  way  to 
Yera  Cruz  by  the  Mexican  public  armed  schooner 
Tampico.  In  answer  to  an  official  representation 
on  the  subject  by  Mr.  Butler,  that  government  pro- 
mised that  the  affair  should  be  inquired  into;  but 
this  department  is  not  informed  that  the  promise 
has  been  fulfilled. 

In  the  beginning  of  May,  last  year,  the  answer  of 
officers  supposed  to  belong  to  the  custom  house, 
who  boarded  the  brig  Ophir,  of  New  York,  on  her 
arrival  at  Campeachy,  to  an  inquiry  of  the  captain 
as  to  which  of  the  ship’s  papers  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  present  at  the  custom  house,  was  acciden- 
tally, or  intentionally,  misinterpreted.  In  conse- 
quence of  this,  notwithstanding  all  the  papers  were 
shown  to  the  boarding  officers,  the  invoices  only 
being  exhibited  at  the  custom  house,  the  vessel  was 
seized  and  condemned. 

In  May,  1835,  also,  the  schooner  Martha,  from 
New  Orleans,  was  seized  at  Galveston  bay  by  the 
Mexican  armed  schooner  Montezuma  for  an  alleg- 
ed non-compliance  with  some  of  the  formalities  of 
their  revenue  laws.  Four  of  the  passengers  of  the 
Martha  were  put  in  irons  under  the  hatches  of  the 
Montezuma,  and  otherwise  treated  with  great  bar- 
barity, merely  for  an  imputed  intention  to  use  their 
fire  arms  against  a guard  that  had  been  placed  on 
board  the  Martha. 

In  November,  1835,  the  schooner  Hannah  and 
Elizabeth,  of  New  Orleans,  was  stranded  in  at- 
tempting to  enter  Matagorda  bay.  While  in  this 
condition,  she  was  fired  into  by  the  Mexican  armed 
schooner  Bravo,  boarded  by  twenty  armed  soldiers 
under  the  command  of  two  officers,  who  forcibly 
took  the  master,  crew  and  passengers  from  the 
wreck,  pillaged  them  of  most  of  their  clothes,  and 
chained  them  in  the  hold  of  the  Bravo  until  their 
arrival  at  Matamoras,  where  they  were  continued 
in  confinement;  but  through  the  urgent  representa- 
tions of  our  consul  there,  all  but  the  captain  were 
eventually  released.  It  is  not  known  to  the  de- 
partment that  he  has  yet  been  liberated,  or  that  any 
satisfaction  has  been  offered  by  the  Mexican  go- 
vernment. 

On  the  17th  of  February  last,  William  Hallett 
and  Zaltnon  Hull,  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
were  arrested  in  the  streets  of  Matamoras  by  a 
party  of  armed  soldiers,  who  struck  Hull  in  the 
face  with  a sword,  and  forcibly  took  both  to  the 
principal  barrack  in  that  city,  where  they  were 
confined  upon  suspicion  of  being  about  to  proceed 
to  Texas.  Shortly  afterwards  sentinels  were  placed 
at  the  doors  of  the  consul’s  residence,  under  false 
pretences,  and  all  communication  with  the  house 
prohibited  Armed  soldiers  broke  open  his  gate 
during  his  absence,  forcibly  took  a mare  and  two 
mules  belonging  to  him,  entered  his  house  with 
drawn  swords,  and  searched  every  room  in  it,  for 
the  avowed  object  of  finding  the  consul.  Hallett 
and  Hull  have  been  released,  but  the  department  is 


not  aware  that  any  reparation  has  been  made  for 
the  proceedings  against  them,  or  for  the  insult  to 
the  consul. 

In  February  last,  an  attempt  was  made  at  the 
city  of  Mexico  to  take  from  Mr.  W.  A.  Slacum, 
protected  by  a courier’s  passport  from  this  depart- 
ment, public  despatches  of  this  government,  ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  Butler.  The  attempt  failed,  but 
Mr.  Slacum  was  fined  and  detained  for  carrying 
official  letters  on  his  person,  authenticated  by  the 
endorsement  of  this  department,  and  directed  to 
the  charge  d’affaires  of  the  United  States  in  Mexi- 
co. 

In  March  last,  the  schooner  Eclipse  was  detain- 
ed at  Tabasco,  and  her  master  and  crew  maltreated 
by  the  authorities. 

In  April  last,  the  brig  Jane,  schooner  Compeer, 
and  other  merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
were  forcibly  detained  at  Matamoras. 

You  will  also  notify  the  Mexican  government 
that  it  is  expected  any  damage  which  may  have 
been  sustained  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  in 
consequence  of  the  recent  embargo  at  Vera  Cruz, 
Tampico  and  other  Mexican  ports  on  the  gulf,  will 
be  repaired,  pursuant  to  the  stipulation  in  the  trea- 
ty. The  papers  now  sent,  show  that  the  military 
commandant  of  Tampico,  has  made  the  embargo  a 
pretext  for  interrupting  or  obstructing  the  corres- 
pondence between  the  commander  of  the  United 
States  revenue  cutter  Jefferson  and  our  consul 
there.  For  these  acts,  proper  satisfaction  will  like- 
wise be  expected.  The  outrages  and  indignities 
committed  against  consuls  and  other  officers  of  the 
United  States,  though  not  more  unjust  nor  attended 
with  circumstances  of  greater  hardship  than  those 
done  to  individual  citizens,  are  nevertheless  to  be 
considered  as  greater  violations  of  the  rights  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  be  represented  accordingly. 

Though  the  department  is  not  in  possession  of 
proof  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  wrongs  done 
in  the  above  cases,  as  represented  by  the  aggrieved 
parties,  yet  the  complaints  are  such  as  to  entitle 
them  to  be  listened  to,  and  to  justify  a demand  on 
the  Mexican  government  that  they  shall  be  prompt- 
ly and  properly  examined,  and  that  suitable  redress 
shall  be  afforded.  You  will,  therefore,  immediate- 
ly address  a strong  but  respectful  representation  to 
the  Mexican  government  on  the  subject  of  these 
various  injuries.  You  will  also  remind  it  of  the 
numerous  other  complaints  which  have  beer,  made 
from  time  to  time,  and  which  still  remain  unre- 
dressed. You  will  likewise  set  forth  the  great  for- 
bearance which  the  government  of  the  United 
States  has  practiced  towards  Mexico,  and  the  friend- 
ly and  benevolent  motives  which  have  led  to  it;  and 
you  will  state  that  the  president,  finding  that  this 
moderation  and  forbearance,  so  far  from  being  ap- 
preciated by  Mexico,  seem  only  to  be  met  by  new 
injuries,  is  constrained,  by  a high  sense  of  duty,  to 
ask  of  the  Mexican  government  such  reparation  as 
these-  accumulated  wrongs  may,  on  examination, 
be  found  to  require. 

If,  contrary  to  the  president’s  hopes,  no  satisfac- 
tory answer  shall  be  given  to  this  just  and  reason- 
able demand  within  three  weeks,  you  will  inform 
the  Mexican  government  that,  unless  redress  is  af- 
forded without  unnecessary  delay,  your  further 
residence  in  Mexico  will  be  useless.  If  this  state 
of  things  continue  longer,  you  will  give  formal  no- 
tice to  the  Mexican  government  that,  unless  a sa- 
tisfactory answer  shall  be  given  within  a fortnight, 
you  are  instructed  to  ask  for  your  passports;  and, 
at  the  end  of  that  time,  if  you  do  not  receive  such 
answer,  it  is  the  president’s  direction  that  you  de- 
mand your  passports,  and  return  to  the  United 
States,  bringing  with  you  the  archives  of  the  lega- 
tion. • 

Mr.  William  A.  Weaver,  who  is  sent  as  a special 
messenger  with  this  communication,  you  will  de- 
tain until  you  can  frame  a full  report  to  the  depart- 
ment, as  to  the  state  of  the  business  of  your  mis- 
sion, as  well  that  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Butler 
as  that  entrusted  to  you.  You  will  also  send  by 
the  messenger,  on  his  return,  (if  they  can  be  pre- 
pared within  a reasonable  time),  copies  of  Mr. 
Butler’s  despatches  Nos.  14,  23,  52,  53,  54,  5S  and 
84,  the  originals  of  which  were  never  received; 
and  of  all  his  correspondence  with  the  Mexican 
government  and  with  others,  on  public  business, 
so  far  as  the  records  and  files  in  the  legation  will 
allow  you  to  do.  Mr.  Butler  was  repeatedly  in- 
structed to  supply  these  papers,  but  the  instruc- 
tions have  not  been  complied  with.  The  expense 
of  the  transcripts  required  will  be  made  a separate 
charge  in  your  accounts,  and  will  be  accompanied 
by  proper  vouchers.  During  Mr.  Weaver’s  neces- 
sary detension,  you  will  avail  yourself  of  his  as- 
sistance in  making  the  copies.  He  has  received 
five  hundred  dollars  on  account  of  his  expenses  to 
Mexico.  You  will  furnish  him  with  a like  sum  to 
defray  his  expenses  on  his  return  to  Washington, 


for  which  vour  draft  on  the  department  will  be  ho- 
nored. I nave  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient 
servant,  JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Powhatan  Ellis,  esq.  charge  d’affaires  U.  S.  Mexico. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Ellis. 

Department  of  Slate,  Washington,  Dec.  10, 1836. 

Sir:  Mr.  Gorostiza  has,  upon  his  own  responsi- 
bility, terminated  his  extraordinary  mission  to  the 
United  States.  The  president  will  not  believe  that 
the  Mexican  government  is  under  the  influence  of 
the  obvious  prejudices  which  have  distorted  and 
discolored  every  object  seen  here  in  the  view  of 
their  functionary.  The  full  and  frank  explanations 
of  his  motives  and  purposes,  in  the  precautionary 
means  taken  on  the  frontiers,  should  have  satisfied 
that  government  that  nothing  could  be  further  from 
the  president’s  intentions  than  to  injure  Mexico  in 
her  interests  or  in  her  honor.  Under  this  conviction, 
he  trusts  that  the  departure  of  the  extraordinary 
mission  will,  in  no  respect,  interrupt  the  friendly 
relations  between  the  two  governments;  and  he  in- 
structs me  to  say,  that  whatever  feelings  such  a step 
was  calculated  to  produce,  it  shall  not  be  permitted 
to  diminish  his  confidence  in  the  amicable  disposi- 
tion of  the  Mexican  government,  nor  to  operate  in 
his  mind  prejudicially  to  its  interests.  Although 
the  president  supposes  that  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment will  have  found,  in  the  communications  here- 
tofore made  by  the  department  to  its  envoy  extra- 
ordinary, satisfactory  grounds  to  justify  the  mea- 
sure viewed  so  unfavorably  by  Mr.  Gorostiza,  yet 
his  sincere  and  strong  desire  to  prevent  any  mis- 
understanding on  the  subject,  induced  him  to  deter- 
mine on  the  departure  of  that  minister,  to  make 
such  explanations  as  might  prevent  the  Mexican 
government  from  being  misled  into  the  adoption  of 
the  errors  of  their  minister.  Since  my  return  to 
the  seat  of  government,  the  great  pressure  of  other 
public  business,  and  the  condition  of  the  president’s 
health,  have  delayed  until  now  the  execution  of 
that  purpose. 

So  soon  as  the  contest  in  Texas  was  found  to  be 
inevitable,  it  became  the  president’s  duty  to  consider 
its  probable  consequences  to  the  United  States, 
with  a view  to  guard  against  the  injuries  it  might 
produce  to  our  citizens,  and  to  the  performance  of 
the  obligations  of  the  government  to  a friendly  and 
neighboring  power.  The  more  immediate  danger 
was,  that  tne  contending  parties  might,  in  the  strug- 
gle, find  it  necessary  or  convenient  to  seek,  for  ad- 
vantage or  protection,  refuge  on  the  territory  of  the 
United  States;  and  that,  being  pursued  by  their  ad- 
versaries, our  soil  might  become  the  battle  ground 
for  deciding  the  contest.  Sufficient  warning  to  both 
was  therefore  given,  that  this  could  not  and  would 
not  be  permitted.  Subsequent  events  rendered  any 
further  precautionary  steps  in  that  regard  unneces- 
sary; but  among  the  stipulations  of  Mexico  and  the 
United  States  to  each  other,  was  found  one  oblig- 
ing each  party  to  restrain  the  Indians  within  its  do- 
minions from  all  depredations  upon  the  adjoining 
power.  The  extent  in  which  this  provision  was 
understood  by  Mexico  will  be  seen  by  recurring  to 
the  complaints  made  to  this  government,  that  some 
of  the  Indians  on  our  side  had  crossed  over,  without 
even  an  allegation  of  its  having  been  done  with  any 
hostile  design  towards  Mexico.  Without  assenting 
to  the  claims  of  Mexico  as  to  the  extent  of  the  obli- 
gations of  the  United  States  under  the  treaty  stipu- 
lation, the  president  was  duly  sensible  that  it  re- 
quired decisive  means  on  his  part  to  prevent  the  In- 
dians within  the  United  States  from  entering  into 
the  quarrel  in  Texas.  In  addition  to  warning  ad- 
vice given  through  our  Indian  agents,  the  presence 
of  some  of  our  troops  was  deemed  indispensable  to 
enforce,  if  necessary,  the  counsel  given  to  them. — 
The  presence  of  this  force  was  imperatively  de- 
manded to  prevent  evils  which  might  arise  from 
various  other  causes.  The  savage  tribes  prone  to 
war,  within  reach  of  tho*eqntendjnS  parlies,  were 
numerous;  and,  on  the  Mexican  side,  known  to  be 
under  very  imperfect  control.  These  warlike  tribes, 
without  regard  to  the  combatants,  might  be  tempt- 
ed to  fall  upon  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States  or 
Mexico,  hoping  that  their  depredations  might  be 
imputed  to  the  known  parties  in  the  war.  One  of 
the  combatants,  in  the  event  of  defeat,  or  to 
strengthen  himselfagainst  the  more  potent  adversa- 
ry, might  solicit,  and,  it  was  to  be  feared,  might  ob- 
tain, the  active  co-operation  of  some  of  the  Indian 
tribes,  whose  conduct,  when  once  in  the  field,  it 
would  be  impracticable  to  regulate  according  to  the 
rules  of  civilized  warfare,  or  to  the  obligations  of 
their  allies — to  respect  the  territory,  the  persons 
and  property  of  neutrals.  The  distance  of  the  scene 
of  operations  from  the  seat  of  government  compel- 
led the  chief  magistrate  to  trust  the  discretionary 
power  of  using  tne  troops  to  the  commanding  offi- 
cer; yet,  such  care  was  taken  in  framing  the  order, 
given  with  the  authority  to  act,  that  the  president 
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believed  it  scarcely  possible  that  cause  of  just  com- 
plaint could  arise;  yet,  from  extreme  caution,  and 
from  an  anxious  desire  to  prevent  the  possibility  of 
misconception  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  the  steps 
taken  were  immediately  made  known  to  the  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  of  that  country,  with  the  most 
explicit  specification  of  the  objects  for  which,  and 
for  which  alone,  the  discretionary  power  to  the  com- 
mander on  the  frontier  was  given.  The  president 
did  not  doubt  that,  on  the  actual  occurrence  of  any 
of  the  evils  anticipated,  or  on  satisfactory  evidence 
of  imminent  danger  of  them,  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  the  troops  on  the  frontier  had  an  indisputable 
right,  in  defence  of  the  United  States,  or  in  pro- 
tecting Mexican  territory,  according  to  the  stipu- 
lation of  the  treaty,  to  occupy  any  position  on 
either  side  of  the  line  supposed  to  divide  the  two 
countries,  which  might  be  necessary  to  enable  him 
to  perform  either  of  those  duties.  Yet  he  deemed 
it  proper,  from  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
contest  in  Texas,  to  limit  that  discretion  by  special 
instructions  to  move  towards  the  Mexican  side  only 
under  a state  of  things  which  should  make  that  step 
justifiable  in  the  eyes  even  of  those  who  were  dis- 
posed to  watch  every  movement  on  oar  part  with 
suspicion  and  jealousy. 

You  will  perceive  that  Mr.  Gorostiza,  in  his  con- 
ference with  me,  distinctly  admitted  our  right,  in 
the  event  of  hostility  to  the  United  States  by  Mexi- 
can Indians,  to  invade  the  territory  of  Texas,  either 
to  prevent  intended  injury  or  to  punish  actual  de- 
predation. In  a note  written  subsequently,  he  seeks 
to  avoid  the  force  of  that  admission,  by  confounding 
the  principle  upon  which  it  obviously  rests  with  the 
right  of  making  war  for  a violation  of  treaty  engage- 
ment. You  will  find  no  difficulty  in  showing  to  the 
Mexican  government  that  it  rests  upon  principles  of 
the  law  of  nations,  entirely  distinct  from  those  on 
which  war  is  justified — upon  the  immutable  princi- 
ples of  self-defence — upon  the  principles  which  jus- 
tify decisive  measures  of  precaution  to  prevent  ir- 
reparable evil  to  our  own  or  to  a neighboring  peo- 
ple. The  grossness  of  the  error  of  placing  it  on  the 
right  of  war,  as  also  the  folly  of  relying  upon  that 
mode  of  redress,  you  can  render  obvious,  by  suppos- 
ing that  hostilities  were,  under  present  circumstan- 
ces on  the  frontier,  about  to  begin.  Our  fellow  citi- 
zens, of  all  ages  and  classes,  to  be  exposed  to  mas- 
sacre, their  property  to  destruction,  and  the  whole 
frontier  to  be  laid  waste  by  those  savages,  Mexico 
was  bound  to  control.  Until  these  evils  happen,  on 
Mr.  Gorostiza’s  theory,  we  have  no  right  to  take  a 
position  which  will  enable  us  to  act  with  effect;  and, 
before  we  do  act,  according  to  our  promises  under 
the  thirty-third  article  of  the  treaty,  after  the  fron- 
tier has  been  desolated,  we  must  demand  redress  of 
Mexico — wait  for  it  to  be  refused — and  then  make 
war  upon  Mexico.  We  are  quietly  to  sutler  injuries 
we  might  prevent,  in  the  expectation  of  redress — 
redress  for  irreparable  injuries  from  Mexico,  who 
did  not  inflict  them,  but  who  was,  from  circum- 
stances, without  the  power  to  prevent,  as  she 
would  be,  after  they  were  inflicted,  without  the 
power  to  redress  them.  To  make  war  upon  Mexi- 
co for  this  involuntary  failure  to  comply  with 
her  obligations,  would  be  equivalent  to  an  attempt  to 
convert  her  misfortunes  into  crimes — her  inability 
into  guilt.  If  these  injuries  had  been  committed, 
and  our  complaints  made  to  Mexico,  what  answer 
could  be  given  to  declarations  of  the  Mexican  go- 
vernment like  these?  “We  had  not  the  power  to 
prevent  the  evils  of  which  you  complain.  Our  in- 
ability to  perform  our  promises  was  well  known  to 
you.  It  was  your  duty,  having  the  means,  to  pre- 
vent these  evils.  We  expected  this  would  be  done; 
and  if,  unwisely,  you  have  suffered  them  to  be  in- 
flicted upon  you,  while  we  regret  infinitely  what  has 
occurred,  we  can  only  express  our  regret,  and  call 
upon  you  to  consider  that  your  vengeance  should 
fall  not  on  Mexico  or  hercitizens,  but  upon  the  tribes 
who  committed  the  cruelties  on  your  frontiers,  or 
upon  the  rebellious  people  (in  Texas)  by  whom 
those  tribes  should  have  been  restrained!”  In  de- 
termining upon  the  precautions  authorised  by  him  to 
avert  evils  that  could  not  be  repaired,  to  avoid  the 
mockery  of  calling  upon  Mexico  for  redress  for  in- 
juries it  was  out  of  her  power  to  guard  against,  and 
the  cruelty  of  seeking  for  satisfaction  of  weakness, 
which  was  due  only  from  guilt,  the  president  will 
not — cannot — believe  that  Mexico,  in  the  present 
condition  of  her  affairs,  will  consider  her  character 
or  interests  in  the  slightest  degree  injured;  and  you 
will  distinctly  state  to  that  government,  that,  until 
they  have  a force  competent  to  perform  the  treaty 
stipulations  near  the  frontier,  he  will  be  compelled 
to  regard  every  indication  of  dissatisfaction  as  found- 
ed not  upon  the  principles  of  national  law,  but  on  a 
groundless  suspicion  of  the  intentions  of  the  United 
States. 

I shall  send,  with  this  despatch,  a copy  of  thepre- 
sident’s  message  at  the  opening  of  congress,  from 


which  you  will  be  able  to  draw  additional  evidences 
of  the  just  and  amicable  intentions  of  the  chief  ma- 
gistrate. The  president  desires  that  you  should  give 
such  explanations  to  the  Mexican  government  as 
these  instructions  will  enable  you  to  make;  which, 
if  received  in  the  proper  aud  friendly  spirit  in  which 
they  are  offered,  will,  he  trusts,  remove  all  ground 
for  doubts  and  anxieties,  if  any  have  been  entertain- 
ed on  the  subject. 

It  would  be  gratifying  to  the  president,  if  this 
communication,  which  you  will  have  to  make  to  the 
Mexican  government,  was  limited  to  these  explana- 
tions. Unfortunately,  the  conduct  of  its  late  minis- 
ter extraordinary  has  made  it  necessary  to  touch 
upon  even  a more  unpleasant  topic.  You  will  learn 
with  astonishment  that  Mr.  Gorostiza,  while  enjoy- 
ing his  diplomatic  privilege,  although  after  he  de- 
clared his  mission  at  an  end,  published,  on  his  own 
authority,  a pamphlet  (a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
sent  to  you)  containing  parts  of  his  unpublished  cor- 
respondence with  this  department,  and  extracts  from 
his  letters  to  the  Mexican  secretary  of  foreign  rela- 
tions, with  a long  introductory  preface.  The  publi- 
cation of  his  correspondence  with  the  department, 
without  the  authority  of  his  government,  is  believed 
to  be  unexampled  in  the  history  of  diplomacy,  and 
was  not  decorous  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States.  The  extracts  from  his  correspondence  with 
his  own  government,  and  his  introduction  to  the 
whole,  contain  statements  and  comments  defamatory 
of  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States, 
aud  obviously  intended  to  injure  the  character  of 
both,  for  honor  and  good  faith,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world.  This  pamphlet,  although  not  circulated  ge- 
nerally among  our  citizens,  was  in  the  hands  of  edi- 
tors of  newspapers,  who  have  published  extracts 
from  it;  and  the  president  has  been  informed  that  two 
copies  of  it  were  sent  by  its  author,  at  the  moment 
of  his  departure  from  the  United  States,  to  some,  if 
not  to  all,  the  members  of  the  foreign  diplomatic 
body  accredited  here.  This  act,  still  more  extra- 
ordinary, because  it  almost  immediately  followed  the 
communication  of  the  president’s  intention  to  direct 
that  explanations,  which  he  believed  would  be  sa- 
tisfactory, should  be  made  to  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment, has  excited  but  one  sentiment  among  those  to 
whom  it  is  known.  In  directing  you  to  make  known 
the  publication  of  this  pamphlet  to  the  Mexican  go- 
vernment, the  president  does  not  doubt  the  truth  of 
the  declaration  made  by  its  Author,  that  this  publica- 
tion was  his  own  personal  act,  for  which  he  had  no 
authority  from  his  government;  nor  will  he  permit 
himself  to  suppose  for  an  instant  that  it  wiil  adopt 
or  sanction  conduct  so  glaringly  violating  all  the  de- 
corum of  diplomatic  usage;  so  disrespectful  to  the 
government  and  people  of  the  United  States;  so  un- 
worthy the  representative  of  a respectable  govern- 
ment; and  so  well  calculated  to  interrupt  the  harmo- 
ny and  good  will  which  ought  to  subsist  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico. 

How  far  the  character  of  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment for  decorum  and  justice,  and  an  honorable  de- 
sire to  maintain  a respectable  rank  among  the  civi- 
lized nations  of  the  world,  require  a distinct  mani- 
festation of  its  just  displeasure  at  such  an  extraordi- 
nary step,  are  questions  that  belong  to  itself  alone  to 
consider  and  decide. 

In  giving  you  this  instruction  to  make  known  to 
the  Mexican  government  the  conduct  of  its  envoy, 
without  a demand  of  reparation  at  its  hands,  the 
president  is  influenced,  as  well  by  the  explicit  dis- 
avowal of  the  envoy  of  all  participation  on  the  part 
of  his  government  in  the  act  complained  of,  as  by 
the  sincere  conviction,  already  expressed,  that  a step 
so  reprehensible  will  not  be  countenanced  by  it. — 
But  if,  contrary  to  all  just  expectation,  the  Mexican 
government  shall  adopt  that  act,  or  give  sanction  to 
it,  by  approvingof  their  minister’s  conduct,  the  con- 
tinuance of  diplomatic  intercourse  between  the  two 
countries  can  no  longer  be  either  useful  or  reputa- 
ble to  the  United  States.  However  painful  may  be 
the  consequences,  the  honor  of  the  American  peo- 
ple requires  the  president  to  instruct  you,  as  I now 
do,  in  that  event,  to  demand  your  passports,  and  to 
return  forthwith,  bringing  with  you  all  the  archives 
of  the  legation,  to  the  United  States.  I have  the 
honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Powhatan  Ellis,  esq.  charge  d’affaires  of  the  U.  S. 


TWENTY-FOURTH  CONGRESS, 

SECOND  SESSION SENATE. 

February  17.  Petitions  were  presented  this  day 
from  citizens  of  Massachusetts,  Vermont  and  New 
Jersey,  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the 
slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  all  of  which 
were  not  received,  the  motions  to  receive  them  be- 
ing laid  on  the  table  on  motions  of  Mr.  Grundy. 

Mr.  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  presented  a memorial  from 
■citizens  of  Pennsylvania  protesting  against  the  re- 
cognition of  the  independence  of  Texas  till  slave- 


ry should  be  abolished  within  her  limits.  Laid  on 
the  table. 

Several  reports,  &c.  having  been  delivered,  which 
will  be  noticed  hereafter,  various  resolutions  and 
unfavorable  reports  on  the  table,  were  considered 
and  adopted. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Preston,  calling  on 
the  president  of  the  United  States  for  a copy  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  court  ol  inquiry  at  Frederick, 
instituted  to  inquire  into  certain  charges  made 
against  major  general  Scott,  in  relation  to  the  Creek 
war,  being  before  the  senate, 

Mr.  Preston  spoke  at  some  length  in  favor  of  the 
resolution.  A long  debate  followed,  in  which 
Messrs.  Crittenden,  Preston,  Benton,  Cuthbert, 
Strange  and  Rives  participated.  Mr.  Strange  mov- 
ed to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table;  negatived  by 
ayes  17,  noes  23.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Rives,  the  re- 
solution was,  in  the  end,  referred  to  the  committee 
on  military  affairs:  ayes  28,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  Wright  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  Mon- 
day next,  call  up  the  bill  for  reducing  the  tariff  on 
foreign  merchandise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kent,  the  senate  proceeded  to 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  executrix  of  Richard  W.  Meade.  Mr.  Clayton 
addressed  the  Senate  at  length  in  opposition  to  the 
bill.  A long  discussion  followed,  in  which  Messrs. 
Hubbard,  Black,  Clay,  Davis  and  Walker  participat- 
ed. Mr.  Hubbard  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strik- 
ing out  the  second  section  and  inserting  a provision 
that  the  board  constituted  by  the  bill  should  exa- 
mine the  claim,  and  report  the  result  to  the  se- 
nate, with  the  reasons  therefor,  at  the  next  session 
of  congress.  Mr.  Black  moved  to  amend  this  amend- 
ment, so  that  the  award  of  the  commissioners,  if 
any,  should  be  paid  to  the  claimant  by  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury;  aud  if  nothing  should  be  found  due 
to  the  claimant,  the  board  should  then  report,  &c. 
This  amendment  was  adopted  by  yeas  25,  nays  15. 
The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  adopted,  and 
the  bill  was  passed  by  the  following  vote,  the  yeas 
and  nays  having  been  ordered  on  the  call  of  Mr. 
Hubbard: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Clay,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Ewing,  of 
Illinois,  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Kent, 
King,  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Linn,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Rives,  Sevier,  Southard,  Spenee, 
Swift,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall — 28. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Dana,  Davis, 
Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King,  of  Alabama,  Moore, 
Page,  Parker,  Prenjiss,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Strange 
Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wright — 17. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  remit  the  duties 
on  certain  goods  destroyed  by  fire  at  the  late  confla- 
gration in  New  York.  The  bill  was  explained  in 
detail  by  Mr.  Wright,  underwent  many  small  amend- 
ments, and,  together  with  the  amenmdents,  was  or- 
dered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading.  The  se- 
nate then  adjourned. 

February  18.  Mr.  Benton  presented  the  creden- 
tials of  hon.  Lewis  F.  Linn,  re-elected  a senator  of 
the  United  States  from  the  state  of  Missouri,  for  six 
years  from  and  after  the  4th  of  March  next. 

Among  tile  petitions  presented  were  the  follow- 
ing: 

By  Mr.  Tipton,  praying  an  alteration  in  the  laws 
regulating  the  coasting  trade. 

By  Mr.  Linn,  from  the  legislature  of  Missouri, 
praying  pre-emption  rights  in  certain  cases. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Wisconsin,  praying  the  im- 
provement of  the  harbor  of  Milwatikie. 

By  Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  board  of  trade  of  the 
city  of  Wilmington,  in  relation  to  a port  of  entry  at 
New  Castle. 

Several  committees  were  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  subjects  referred  to  them,  and  se- 
veral delivered  reports,  &c.  which  will  be  noticed 
when  before  the  senate  for  its  final  action. 

After  other  business,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy, 
the  resolution  from  the  committee  on  the  post  office 
and  post  roads,  directing  the  postmaster  general  to 
pay  Stockton  & Stokes  and  others  to  the  full  amount 
of  the  award  of  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  was 
taken  up  and  adopted. 

The  bill  to  remit  the  duties  on  goods  destroyed 
by  fire  at  the  late  conflagration  in  New  York,  was 
read  a third  time,  passed  and  sent  to  the  house  of 
representatives  for  concurrence. 

[This  bill  in  its  ultimate  form,  received  the  una- 
nimous appropation  of  the  senate.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robbins,  the  joint  resolution 
authorising  the  purchase  of  the  manuscripts  of  the 
late  president  Madison,  was  taken  up  and  consider- 
ed. 

Mr.  Robbins  spoke  at  some  length  in  favor  of  the 
resolution,  and  in  commendation  of  Mr.  Madison. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  we  owed  more  to  Mr.  Madison 
for  our  institutions,  than  to  any  man  now  living,  or 
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that  had  gone  before.  Hi9  profound  exposition  of 
our  government,  in  the  celebrated  report  in  the  le- 
gislature of  Virginia,  was  by  far  the  ablest  docu- 
ment which  had  come  from  his  pen,  and  from  that 
Mr.  C.  had  obtained  a deeper  insight  into  the  na- 
ture and  structure  of  our  government  than  from 
any  other  document.  But  Mr.  C.  thought  he  would 
honor  the  memory  of  that  great  man  far  more  by 
opposing  this  resolution  than  by  supporting  it.  He 
would,  however,  postpone  for  the  present  what  he 
intended  to  say  on  the  subject,  on  account  of  the 
business  which  was  to  come  before  the  senate  to- 
day. The  resolution,  if  it  should  pass,  he  believed 
would  require  no  alteration,  and,  therefore,  the  de- 
bate upon  it  might  be  reserved  for  its  third  reading. 

The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  adjust  certain  claims  to  reservations  of  land 
under  the  14th  article  of  the  treaty  of  1830,  with 
the  Choctaw  Indians. 

Mr.  Black  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  three  of  its  sections,  and  substituting  others  in 
their  place,  which  were  read  by  the  secretary  in  so 
low  a voice  as  to  be  quite  unintellible  at  the  repor- 
ter’s seat. 

Mr.  Black  explained  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  which  were  in  substance  these.  The  Choc- 
taw lands  were  obtained  by  the  U.  S.  in  virtue  of  a 
treaty  held  at  Dancing  Rabbit  creek.  It  was  not 
without  great  difficulty  that  that  treaty  was  effect- 
ed; the  leading  chiefs  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
nation  being  strenuously  opposed  to  ceding  their 
lands  and  removing  west  of  the  Mississippi.  They 
actually  refused  to  treat,  and  left  the  ground,  and 
the  treaty  was  at  last  made  with  a comparatively 
small  number  of  chiefs;  nor  could  it  have  been  ef- 
fected at  all  but  for  the  insertion  of  an  article  which 
provided  that  such  Choctaws  as  were  desirous  to 
remain,  and  should  notify  that  desire  within  a 
given  time  to  the  United  States’  agent,  should  have 
lands  reserved  for  them  in  the  following  proportion: 
Every  head  of  a family,  one  section;  for  every  child 
over  ten  years  of  age,  half  a section,  and  for  every 
child  under  ten  years,  a quarter  of  a section.  The 
agent  was  a man  of  intemperate  and  careless  ha- 
bits; and  when  the  Choctaws  applied  to  him,  giv- 
ing notice  of  their  intention  to  remain  on  their 
lands,  he  in  some  cases  refused  to  receive  the  ap- 
plication, and  in  other  cases  to  record  it.  Pro- 
clamation having  been  made  for  the  sale  of  the 
lands,  a number  of  these  Indians,  who  supposed 
that  they  were  safe  in  the  possession  of  their  lands, 
had  the  land  sold  from  under  them.  Application 
was  immediately  made  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  who,  on  being  aware  of  the  hardship 
of  the  case,  issued  an  order  reserving  from  sale 
enough  land  to  make  up  to  these  Indians  the  loss 
they  had  sustained,  and  appointed  an  agent  to  lo- 
cate these  floating  titles,  subject  to  the  subsequent 
decision  of  congress.  These  locations  were  famili- 
arly known  by  the  title  of  contingent  locations, 
and  were  laid  down  on  the  very  best  lands  in  the 
state  of  Mississippi.  As  soon  as  it  came  to  be 
known  that  this  provision  was  made  for  the  satis- 
fying of  the  claims  of  Choctaw  Indians  whose  lands 
had  "been  impropeily  sold,  those  claims  became  an 
object  of  eager  speculation.  Large  speculating 
companies  and  sub-companies  were  formed  to  take 
advantage  of  this  state  of  things.  Agents  were 
sent  by  them  across  the  Mississippi  to  that  portion 
of  the  natiom  which  had  removed  under  the  treaty, 
and  a large  number  of  claims  were  collected  from 
among  them.  All  these  claims  were  located  on  the 
banks  of  the  Mississippi,  or  on  rich  bottoms  and 
islands  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  bayous,  and  em- 
braced some  thousands  of  sections  of  the  finest  land 
in  Missisippi.  A bill  had  been  introduced  at  the 
last  session  by  the  committee  on  private  land  claims, 
the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  confirm  all  these 
locations,  and  thus  to  sanction  one  of  the  most  stu- 
pendous frauds  which  had  been  attempted  since  the 
days  of  the  famous  Yazoo  scheme.  The  object  of 
Mr.  Black's  amendment  was  so  to  alter  the  bill  of 
the  last  year  (which  has  not  become  a law)  as  to 
prevent  the  confirmation  of  these  claims,  but,  as 
was  understood  by  the  reporter,  to  provide  for  their 
examination,  by  a board  of  commissioners,  before 
whom  the  Choctaws  were  to  prove  their  claims  in 
person,  and  which  declared  all  previous  sales  of 
their  floating  rights  null  and  void. 

Mr.  Black  said  he  was  willing  to  modify  his 
amendment,  if  it  was  thought  best,  so  as  to  allow  to 
the  Indians  who  should  make  good  their  rights  be- 
fore the  commissioners  the  amount  in  money  for 
which  their  lands  were  sold. 

Mr.  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  advocated  the  amendment, 
though  he  considered  it  as  not  sufficiently  guarded. 

Mr.  Bayard  replied  at  length,  vindicating  the  bill 
as  reported  last  year  by  the  committee  on  private 
land  claims,  (to  which  he.  belongs).  He  contended 


that  the  bill  did  no  more  than  fulfil  the  treaty  stipu- 
lation to  which  the  faith  of  the  United  States  had 
been  pledged.  The  Indians  who  wished  to  remain 
were  entitled  to  the  amount  of  land  which  that  trea- 
ty gave  them.  By  the  gross  and  oppressive  mis- 
conduct of  our  own  agent  they  had  been  deprived 
of  these  rights,  and  turned  out  of  house  and  home, 
when  reposing  on  the  good  faith  of  this  govern- 
ment. It  was  indispensable  that  somebody  should 
have  taken  up  their  cause,  and  made  an  effort  to 
get  them  justice;  and  it  was  rather  too  much  to 
expect  that  persons  who  had  gone  to  great  trouble 
and  expense  for  that  purpose  should  be  so  very  dis- 
interested as  not  to  require  some  share  in  the  land 
which,  but  for  them,  would  have  been  lost  entirely. 
He  denied,  however,  that  the  bill  of  the  last  session 
went  unconditionally  to  confirm  the  contingent  lo- 
cations. It  appointed  a board  of  commissioners, 
before  whom  the  rights  of  the  Indians  must  be  sub- 
stantiated by  competent  proof,  such  as  would  be  re- 
ceived at  common  law,  before  a court  of  justice. 
He  disclaimed  all  desire  to  encourage  speculation, 
or  foster  speculators  on  Indian  rights,  and  he  there- 
fore introduced  several  amendments  into  the  bill, 
with  a view  to  obviate  the  evils  which  Mr.  Black 
had  stated;  one  of  which  provided  that  the  land  to 
be  given  to  the  Indian  in  exchange  for  that  of  which 
he  had  been  deprived  should  not  greatly  exceed  it 
in  value.  Another  of  them  declared  all  compacts 
made  by  the  Indians  for  the  disposal  of  these  claims 
null  and  void,  and  reserved  a decision  upon  them 
until  the  next  session  of  congress. 

Mr.  Walker,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from 
the  legislature  of  Mississippi,  strenuously  opposed 
the  bill  as  reported  by  the  committee.  He  also  op- 
posed the  amendments  proposed  by  Mr.  Bayard, 
greatly  preferring  that  of  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Black); 
on  which  he  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Preston,  after  a course  of  general  observa- 
tions on  the  practical  difficulty,  and  even  impossi- 
bility of  making  any  arrangement  in  favor  of  these 
Indians  which  would  not  immediately  be  seized 
upon  by  the  superior  sagacity  of  the  whites,  and 
converted  to  their  own  advantage,  suggested  that 
the  best  plan  of  getting  rid  of  the  whole  difficulty 
would  be  to  allow  the  Choctaws,  who  had  been  un- 
justly deprived  of  their  lands,  to  enter  the  same 
quantity  in  any  lands  of  the  United  States  subject 
to  private  entry;  not  that  he  had  the  least  idea  that 
they  would  hold  these  lands,  for  he  had  no  doubt 
that,  before  a year  was  passed,  they  would  all  be 
converted  into  money,  which  money  would  all  be 
expended  in  a drunken  frolic.  But  this  would  sa- 
tisfy the  claims  of  justice  on  the  government,  and 
these  Choctaws  would  then  be  left  to  follow  the 
destiny  of  the  residue  of  their  tribe,  who  had  gone 
west  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

Mr.  White  thought  the  most  prudent  course 
would  be  appoint  a board  of  commissioners  to  make 
diligent  inquiry  into  the  facts  of  the  case;  the  num- 
ber of  heads  of  families;  the  number  of  their  chil- 
dren over  and  under  ten  years  of  age;  the  notifica- 
tion of  their  intention  to  remain;  the  lands  they  had 
occupied,  and  the  prices  at  which  those  lands  had 
sold;  and  to  make  a full  and  accurate  return  to  con- 
gress; and  let  congress  decide  on  the  whole  case  as 
thus  presented. 

[The  above  presents  a concise  view  of  the  sub- 
stance of  a debate  of  a protracted  and  desultory  cha- 
racter, which  occupied  the  senate  till  a late  hour.] 

The  bill  was  then  laid  over  till  Monday. 

Mr,  Buchanan,  from  the  committee  on  foreign 
relations,  presented  the  following  report: 

The  committee  on  foreign  relations,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  message  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States  of  the  6th  instant,  with  the  accompa- 
nying documents,  on  the  subject  of  the  present 
state  of  relations  with  Mexico,  report: 

That  they  have  given  to  this  subject  that  serious 
and  deliberate  consideration  which  its  importance 
demands,  and  which  any  circumstances  calculated 
to  interrupt  our  friendly  relations  with  the  Mexican 
republic  would  necessarily  ensure.  From  the  do- 
cuments submitted  to  the  committee,  it  appears 
that,  ever  since  the  revolution  of  1822,  which  sepa- 
rated Mexico  from  Spain,  and  even  for  some  years 
before,  the  United  States  have  had  repeated  causes 
of  just  complaint  against  the  Mexican  authorities. 
From  time  to  time,  as  these  insults  and  injuries 
have  occurred,  demands  for  satisfaction  and  redress 
have  been  made  by  our  successive  public  ministers 
at  the  city  of  Mexico,  but  almost  all  these  demands 
have  hitherto  proved  unavailing. 

It  might  have  been  expected  that,  after  the  date 
of  the  treaty  of  amity,  commerce  and  navigation, 
concluded  between  the  two  republics  on  the  fifth 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-one,  these  causes  of  complaint  would  have 
ceased  to  exist.  That  treaty  so  clearly  defines  the 
rights  and  the  duties  of  the  respective  parties,  that 
it  seems  almost  impossible  to  misunderstand  or  to 


mistake  them.  The  committee,  notwithstanding, 
regret  to  be  compelled  to  state  that  all  the  causes 
of  complaint  against  Mexico,  which  have  been 
specially  noticed  in  the  correspondence  referred  to 
them,  have  occurred  since  the  conclusion  of  this 
treaty. 

We  forbear  from  entering  into  any  minute  detail 
of  our  grievances.  The  enumeration  of  each  indi- 
vidual case,  with  its  attendant  circumstances,  even 
if  the  committee  were  in  possession  of  sufficient 
materials  to  make  such  a compilation,  is  rendered 
unnecessary  from  the  view  which  they  have  taken 
of  the  subject.  These  cases  are  all  referred  to  in 
the  document  No.  81,  entitled  “claims  on  Mexico,” 
in  the  letter  of  instructions  from  Mr.  Forsyth  to 
Mr.  Eilis,  of  the  20th  of  July,  1836,  and  in  the 
subsequent  correspondence  between  Mr.  Ellis  and 
Mr.  Monasterio,  the  acting  Mexican  minister  of 
foreign  affairs. 

If  the  government  of  the  United  States  were  dis- 
posed to  exact  strict  and  prompt  redress  from  Mexi- 
co, your  committee  might,  with  justice,  recommend 
an.  immediate  resort  to  war  or  reprisals.  On  this 
subject,  however,  they  give  their  hearty  assent  to 
the  following  sentiments  contained  in  the  message 
of  the  president.  He  says,  “the  length  of  time 
since  some  of  the  injuries  have  been  committed, 
the  repeated  and  unavailing  applications  for  redress, 
the  wanton  character  of  some  of  the  outrages  upon 
the  property  and  persons  of  our  citizens,  and  upon 
the  officers  and  flag  of  the  United  States,  independ- 
ent of  recent  insults  to  this  government  and  people 
by  the  late  extraordinary  Mexican  minister,  would 
justify,  in  the  eyes  of  all  nations,  immediate  war. 
That  remedy,  however,  should  not  be  used  by  just 
and  generous  nations,  confiding  in  their  strength, 
for  injuries  committed,  if  it  can  be  honorably  avoid- 
ed; and  it  has  occurred  to  me  that,  considering  the 
present  embarrassed  condition  of  that  country,  we 
should  act  with  both  wisdom  and  moderation,  by 
giving  to  Mexico  one  more  opportunity'  to  atone 
for  the  past,  before  we  take  redress  into  our  own 
hands.” 

In  affording  this  opportunity  to  the  Mexican 
government,  tne  committee  would  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  pursuing  the  form  required  by  the  34th 
article  of  the  treaty  with  Mexico,  in  all  cases  to 
which  it  may  be  applicable.  This  article  provides 
that  “if  (what  indeed  cannot  be  expected)  any  of 
the  articles  contained  in  the  present  treaty  shall  be 
violated  or  infracted  in  any  manner  whatever,  it  is 
stipulated  that  neither  of  the  contracting  parties 
will  order  or  authorise  any  acts  of  reprisal)  nor  de- 
clare war  against  the  other,  on  complaint  of  inju- 
ries or  damages,  until  the  said  party'  considering 
itself  offended  shall  first  have  presented  to  the 
other  a statement  of  such  injuries  or  damages,  veri- 
fied by  competent  proofs,  and  demanded  justice 
and  satisfaction,  ami  the  same  shall  have  been 
either  refused  or  unreasonably  delayed.” 

After  such  a demand,  should  prompt  justice  be 
refused  by  the  Mexican  government,  we  may  ap- 
peal to  all  nations,  not  only  for  the  equity  and  mo- 
deration with  which  we  shall  have  acted  towards  a 
sister  republic,  but  for  the  necessity  which  will 
then  compel  us  to  seek  redress  for  our  wrongs, 
either  by  actual  war  or  by  reprisals.  The  subject 
will  then  be  presented  before  congress  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session,  in  a clear  and  dis- 
tinct form,  and  the  committee  cannot  doubt  but 
that  such  measures  will  be  immediately  adopted  as 
may  be  necessary  to  vindicate  the  honor  of  the 
country,  and  ensure  ample  reparation  to  our  injured 
fellow  citizens.  They  leave  the  mode  and  manner 
of  making  this  demand  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States. 

Before  concluding  their  report,  the  committee 
deem  it  necessary  to  submit  a few  remarks  upon 
the  conduct  of  Mr.  Gorostiza,  the  lale  envoy  extra- 
ordinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexi- 
can republic  to  the  United  States.'  In  regard  to 
that  functionary,  they  concur  fully  in  opinion  with 
Mr.  Forsyth,  that,  he  was  under  the  influence  of 
prejudices  which  distorted  and  discolored  every  ob- 
ject which  he  saw  whilst  in  this  country.  On  the 
15th  of  October,  1S36,  he  terminated  his  mission 
by  demanding  his  passports.  And  for  what  reason? 
Because  the  president  refused  to  recall  the  orders 
which  he  had  issued  to  the  general  commanding 
the  forces  of  the  United  States  in  the  vicinity  of 
Texas,  directing  him  to  pass  the  frontier,  should  it 
be  found  a necessary  measure  of  self-defence;  but 
prohibiting  him  from  pursuing  this  course  unless 
the  Indians  were  actually  engaged  in  hostilities 
against  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  he  had 
undoubted  evidence  that  such  hostilities  were  in- 
tended, and  were  actually  preparing  within  the 
Mexican  territory. 

A civil  war  was  then  raging  in  Texas.  The 
Texian  troops  occupied  positions  between  the 
forces  of  Mexico  and  the  warlike  and  restless  tribe* 
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of  Indians  along  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States. 
It  was  manifest  that  Mexico  could  not  possibly  re- 
strain by  force  these  tribes  within  her  limits  from 
hostile  incursions  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  as  she  had  engaged  to  do  by  the  33d  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty.  No  matter  how  strong  may 
have  been  her  inclination,  tb,e  ability  was  entirely 
wanting.  Under  such  circumstances,  what  became 
the  duty  of  the  president  of  the  United  States?  If 
he  entertained  reasonable  apprehensions  that  these 
savages  meditated  an  attack  lrom  the  Mexican  ter- 
ritory against  the  defenceless  citizens  along  our 
frontier,  was  he  obliged  to  order  our  troops  to  stand 
upon  the  line,  and  wait  until  the  Indians,  who 
know  no  rule  of  warfare  but  indiscriminate  carnage 
and  plunder,  should  actually  invade  our  territoiy? 
To  state  the  proposition  is  to  answer  the  question. 
Under  such  circumstances,  our  forces  had  a right, 
both  by  the  law  of  nations  and  the  great  and  uni- 
versal law  of  self-defence,  to  take  a position  in 
advance  of  our  frontier,  in  the  country  inhabited 
by  these  savages,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
and  restraining  their  incursions. 

The  Sabine  is  so  distant  from  Washington,  that 
it  became  absolutely  necessary  to  intrust  this  dis- 
cretionary power  to  the  commanding  general.  If 
the  president  had  not  issued  such  orders  in  advance, 
all  the  evils  might  have  been  inflicted  before  the 
remedy  could  have  been  applied;  and  in  that  event 
he  would  have  been  justly  responsible  for  the  mur- 
ders and  devastation  which  might  have  been  com- 
mitted by  the  Mexican  Indians  on  citizens  of  the 
United  States. 

When  these  discretionary  orders  were  issued  to 
general  Gaines,  they  were  immediately  communi- 
cated to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  in  the  most  frank  and 
friendly  spirit.  The  fullest  explanations  of  the 
whole  proceeding  were  made  to  him,  and  he  was 
over  and  over  again  assured  that  this  occupation  of 
the  Mexican  territory,  should  it  become  necessary, 
would  be  of  a limited,  temporary  and  purely  de- 
fensive character,  and  should  continue  no  longer 
than  the  danger  existed;  that  the  president  solemn- 
ly disclaimed  any  intention  of  occupying  the  terri- 
tory beyond  the  Sabine  with  the  view  of  taking 
possession  of  it  as  belonging  to  the  United  States; 
and  that  this  military  movement  should  produce  no 
effect  whatever  upon  the  boundary  question. 

The  committee  believe  that  Mr.  Gorostiza  ought 
to  have  been  satisfied  with  these  explanations. — 
But  they  failed  to  produce  any  effect  upon  his 
mind.  Without  instructions  from  his  government, 
he  retired  from  his  mission  upon  his  own  responsi- 
bility. This  was  not  all.  Before  he  left  the  U. 
States  he  published  a pamphlet,  containing  a por- 
tion of  his  correspondence  with  our  government 
and  with  his  own,  from  which  latter  it  appears  that, 
whilst  engaged  upon  the  business  of  his  special 
mission  here,  he  was  making  charges  of  bad  faith 
against  the  United  States  to  the  Mexican  secretary 
of  foreign  relations.  The  committee  will  not  en- 
large upon  the  glaring  impropriety  of  such  conduct. 
The  publication  of  such  a pamphlet  by  a foreign 
minister,  in  the  country  to  which  he  has  been  ac- 
credited, before  taking  his  departure,  can  be  consi- 
dered in  no  other  light  than  as  an  appeal  to  the  peo- 
ple against  the  acts  of  their  own  government.  It 
was  a gross  violation  of  that  diplomatic  courtesy 
which  ought  ever  to  be  observed  between  inde- 
pendent nations,  and  deserves  the  severest  condem- 
nation. This  act  was  still  more  extraordinary 
when  we  consider  that  it  almost  immediately  fol- 
lowed the  note  of  Mr.  Dickens  to  him,  of  the  20th 
October,  1836,  assuring  him  that  the  president 
would  instruct  Mr.  Ellis  to  make  such  explanations 
to  the  Mexican  government  of  the  conduct  of  that 
of  the  United  States  as  he  believed  would  be  satis- 
factory. 

The  committee  regret  to  learn,  from  the  note  of 
Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth  of  the  9th  December  last, 
that  the  Mexican  government  has  publicly  approved 
of  the  conduct  of  its  minister  whilst  in  the  United 
States.  They  trust  that  a returning  sense  of  jus- 
tice may  induce  it  to  reconsider  this  determination. 
They  are  willing  to  believe  that  it  never  could  have 
been  made,  had  that  government  previously  receiv- 
ed the  promised  explanation  of  the  president,  con- 
tained in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Ellis  of 
the  10th  December,  1836,  which,  unfortunately, 
did  not  reach  Mexico  until  aftpr  the  latter  had 
taken  his  departure.  This  letter,  with  the  presi- 
dent’s message  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
session  of  congress,  cannot  fail  to  convince  the 
Mexican  government  how  much  they  have  been 
misled  by  the  representations  of  their  minister. 

After  a full  consideration  of  all  the  circumstan- 
ces, the  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  concur  in  opinion  with 
the  president  of  the  United  States  that  another  de- 
mand ought  to  be  made  for  the  redress  of  our 


grievances  from  the  Mexican  government,  the  mode 
and  manner  of  which,  under  the  34th  article  of  the 
treaty,  so  far  as  it  may  be  applicable,  are  properly 
confided  to  his  discretion.  They  cannot  doubt, 
from  the  justice  of  our  claims,  that  this  demand 
will  result  in  speedy  redress;  but  should  they  be 
disappointed  in  this  reasonable  expectation,  a state 
of  things  will  then  have  occurred  which  will  make 
it  the  imperative  duty  of  congress  promptly  to  con- 
sider what  further  measures  may  be  required  by 
the  honor  of  the  nation  and  the  rights  of  our  injured 
fellow  citizens. 

Ordered,  That  2,000  extra  copies  of  the  above 
report  be  printed. 

And  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

February  20.  A memorial  was  presented  by 
Mr.  Clay,  from  a very  large  number  of  persons, 
who  stated  themselves  to  be  American  authors 
and  friends  of  literature,  calling  the  attention  of 
congress  to  the  subject  of  copy-right  laws,  and 
expressing  an  anxious  wish  that  those  laws  might 
be  so  modified  as  to  extend  their  benefits  to  fo- 
reign authors.  Mr.  C.  further  remarked  that  the 
evidences  in  favor  of  the  measure  of  granting 
copy-rights  to  foreign  authors  were  so  strong,  as 
not  to  leave  a doubt  on  any  mind  of  its  favorable 
reception  by  the  country.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, he  said,  he  should  call  up  the  bill,  grant- 
ing such  rights,  as  soon  as  convenient.  The  me- 
morial was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Prentiss  presented  the  petition  of  a num- 
ber of  citiizens  of  Sheffield,  in  Vermont,  praying 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in 
the  District  of  Columbia;  and  moved  that  it  be  re- 
ceived, and  referred  to  the  committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  motion  to  receive 
was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Other  petitions,  &c.  were  presented  by  Messrs. 
Wright,  Davis,  Bayard,  Southard,  Tomlinson,  Ew- 
ing, of  Illinois,  Robbins  and  Linn,  all  of  which 
were  referred. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  on 
a senate  resolution  of  the  5th  of  January,  reported 
a bill  authorising  the  payment  of  compensation  to 
agents  and  the  attorneys  of  agents,  under  certain 
treaties  with  foreign  powers  allowing  indemnities. 
Read,  and  ordered  to  a second  reading 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  same  committee,  reported, 
without  amendment,  the  bill,  recommitted  to  them, 
anticipating  the  payment  to  claimants  of  the  French 
and  Neapolitan  indemnities. 

Mr.  Southard,  from  the  committee  on  naval  af- 
fairs, made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  message  of 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  and  the  petition 
of  citizens  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  establishment  of  a navy  yard  south  of 
Chesapeake  bay.  The  report  was  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  with  the  accompa- 
nying documents. 

Mr.  S.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
the  bill  referred  to  them,  for  the  establishment  of  a 
naval  academy,  with  two  amendments;  which  were 
read. 

Mr.  White,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 
reported  the  bill  from  the  house  referred  to  them, 
making  appropriations  for  the  current  expenses  of 
the  Indian  department,  and  for  Indian  annuities  for 
the  year  1837,  with  several  amendments;  which 
were  read;  and  Mr.  W.  gave  notice  that  he  should 
call  the  bill  up  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Rives  presented  the  memorial  of  the  univer- 
sity of  Virginia,  asking  a change  in  the  copy-right 
laws  in  favor  of  foreign  authors. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  (on 
its  third  reading)  of  the  following  joint  resolution: 

Resolved,  &c.  That  the  joint  committee  on  the 
library  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorised  and 
empowered  to  contract  for  and  purchase,  at  the  sum 
of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  the  manuscripts  of  the 
late  Mr.  Madison,  referred  to  in  a letter  from  Mrs. 
Madison  to  the  president  of  the  United  States,  dated 
fifteenth  of  November,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  and  communicated  in  his  message  of  the  sixth 
of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  con- 
ceding to  Mrs.  Madison  the  right  to  use  copies  of 
the  said  manuscripts  in  foreign  countries  as  she 
may  think  fit. 

A long  debate  ensued  on  this  resolution  in  which 
Messrs.  Calhoun,  Preston,  Webster,  Niles,  Critten- 
den, Rives  and  Clay  participated. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
was  then  decided  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert, 
Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Linn,  Lyon, 
McKean,  Mouton,  Norvell,  Parker,  Preston,  Rives, 
Robbins,  Robinson,  Southard,  Spence,  Strange, 
Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall,  Webster,  White,  Wright 
—32. 


NAYS — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Davis,  Hubbard,  King, 
of  Alabama,  Knight,  Moore,  Morris,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Page,  Prentiss,  Ruggles,  Swift,  Tipton— 14. 

So  the  resolution  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
house  of  representatives  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Wright,  pursuant  to  notice  given  on  Satur- 
day, moved  to  take  up  the  bill  for  the  reduction  of 
the  tariff'.  Mr.  Bayard  pressed  for  the  resumption 
of  the  Choctaw  land  bill,  as  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness. The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Wright’s 
motion,  it  was  negatived:  ayes  13,  noes  not  count- 
ed. 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  confirming  certain  contingent  locations  of 
land  in  the  state  of  Mississippi,  &c. 

The  question  being  c-n  Mr.  Black’s  amendment 
to  strike  out  certain  sections  of  the  bill,  as  stated 
in  Saturday’s  report,  and  substitute  others  therefor! 
After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  White,  which  he 
concluded  by  reading  an  amendment  he  intended 
to  move  as  a substitute  for  the  whole  bill,  Mr. 
Black  consented  to  withdraw  his  amendment.  Mr. 
White  thereupon  moved  his  substitute  for  the  whole 
bill,  which  proposes  a board  of  commissioners  to 
examine  the  claim  of  each  Choctaw  Indian,  and 
make  a particular  report  of  all  the  facts  to  congress 
at  its  next  session.  Mr.  Bayard  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  it,  which,  after  a desultory  conversation, 
was  withdrawn.  Mr.  White’s  substitute  was  there- 
upon agreed  to,  the  blanks  filled  with  $3,000  as 
salary  for  each  commissioner,  $2,000  for  the  dis- 
trict attorney,  $1,500  for  a clerk,  and  the  bill  limit- 
ed to  the  1st  of  March,  1838.  It  was  then  reported 
to  the  senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Tipton  endeavored  to  get  up  a bill  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  for  the  removal  of  the  Indians 
west  of  the  Mississippi;  but  the  senate  refused  at 
this  time  to  consider  it,  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southard,  proceeded  to  take 
up  the  calendar,  and  consider  the  bills  thereon  in 
their  respective  order. 

The  following  bills  were  considered  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  reported  to  the  senate,  and  re- 
spectively ordered  to  a third  reading,  viz: 

A bill  to  authorise  the  employment  of  boys  in  the 
naval  service.  (Briefly  explained  by  Mr.  Southard.) 
A bill  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  pro- 
vide more  effectually  for  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts between  the  United  States  and  the  receivers 
of  public  money.  A bill  for  the  relief  of  Tench 
Ringgold.  A bill  authorising  certain  internal  im- 
provements in  Florida.  A bill  for  the  completion 
of  certain  internal  improvements  in  Florida.  A bill 
authorising  the  location  of  the  Gainesville  and  Nar- 
keeta  rail  road,  chartered  by  the  states  of  Alabama 
and  Mississippi,  through  the  public  lands.  A bill 
to  authorise  the  Ohio  rail  road  company  to  locate  a 
railroad  through  the  public  lands.  A’ bill  for  the 
completion  of  the  improvement  of  certain  rivers  and 
roads  in  Florida.  A bill  making  appropriation  for 
the  completion  of  certain  military  roads  in  Arkan- 
sas. (On  this  bill  sotae  debate  arose,  from  attempts 
by  Mr.  Norvell  and  Mr.  Moore  to  attach  to  it  amend 
ments  for  certain  roads  in  Michigan  and  Alabama; 
but  the  one  was  withdrawn,  and  the  latter  rejected 
by  yeas  and  nays). 

Mr.  Norvell  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  intro- 
duce a bill  for  the  construction  of  a military  road  in 
Michigan.  Mr.  Walker,  that  he  should  to-morrow 
call  up  for  consideration  his  resolution  for  recogniz- 
ing the  independence  of  Texas. 

The  senate  then  went  into  executive  business; 
and  afterwards  adjourned. 

February  21.  Mr.  Hubbard  presented  the  creden- 
tials of  the  hon.  Franklin  Pierce,  elected  United 
States  senator  from  New  Hampshire  for  six  years 
from  the  3d  of  March  next. 

Petitions  praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the 
slave  trade  in  the’  District  of  Columbia  were  pre- 
sented— 

Bv  Mr.  Davis:  From  sundry  inhabitants  of  Pax- 
ton, Massachusetts,  from  George  Haskell  and  others, 
and  from  Nathaniel  Taylor  and  others.  And  by 
Mr.  Knight,  from  inhabitants  of  Rhode  Island. 

Which  petitions  were  severally  objected  to  by 
Mr.  Walker,  and  the  question  of  reception  laid  on 
the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy.  The  petitions 
thus  not  being  received, 

Other  petitions  were  presented  by  Mr.  Webster 
and  Mr.  Ewing,  of  Illinois,  all  referred. 

Mr.  Davis  presented  the  memorial  of  Joshua 
Jones  and  others  in  relation  to  the  evils  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  the  immigration  of  foreigners,  in 
its  present  and  increasing  extent,  and  praying  an 
investigation  of  the  subject.  Laid  on  the  table. 

Several  committees  were  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  business  referred  to  them. 

Mr.  Lyon,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  granting  to 
the  state  of  Michigan  five  per  cent,  on  all  the  sales 
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of  the  public  lands  within  her  limits,  from  January 
1st,  1834,  to  July  1st,  1836.  Read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  Buchanan  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on 
Tuesday  next,  call  up  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  foreign  relations  on  the  subject  of  our  relations 
with  Mexico. 

By  Mr.  Preston — Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of 
war  be  authorised  to  extend  the  experiments  on 
fire  arms  authorised  to  be  made  by  a former  resolu- 
tion of  the  senate,  to  such  other  improvements  as 
may  be  presented,  and  as  maybe  thought  deserving 
of  such  experiments. 

By  Mr.  Tomlinson — Resolved,  That  the  commit- 
tee on  pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  reviving  the  act  of  May  24th,  1828, 
to  provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled  by  known 
wounds,  received  in  the  revolutionary  war. 

The  bills  ordered  to  a third  reading  on  yesterday, 
were  read  a third  a time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
house  of  representatives  for  concurrence. 

On  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain 
military  roads  in  Arkansas,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
taken  on  the  call  of  Mr.  King,  of  Geo.  and  were  as 
follows: 

YEAS--Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Ewing,  of  Illinois,  Ful- 
ton, Grundy,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Linn,  McKean,  Ni- 
cholas, Norvell,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Sevier,  South- 
ard, Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Walker,  Webster, 
Wright — 26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  King, 
of  Ala.  King,  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Moore,  Morris, 
Page,  Parker,  Preston,  Rives,  Strange,  Tomlinson, 
Wall— 15. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  reducing 
the  duties  on  certain  imported  articles.  Mr.  Clay 
said,  before  voting  on  this  motion,  he  wished  to 
inquire  of  the  senator  whether  it  was  intended  that 
the  bill  should  pass  in  its  present  shape,  or  that 
protected  articles  should  be  stricken  from  it.  He 
believed  the  senate  generally  would  agree  to  a re- 
duction of  the  duties  on  all  except  protected  ar- 
ticles. Mr.  Wright  said  it  was  impossible  to  an- 
swer this  question.  He  merely  wished  the  senate 
to  take  up  the  bill  and  act  upon  it,  as  they  should 
think  proper.  He  bad  no  instructions  from  the 
committee,  and  he  was  not  prepared  himself  to 
move  to  strike  out  any  part  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Calhoun 
said  he  believed  there  would  be  no  dispute  about 
the  reduction  of  a large  proportion  of  the  articles; 
the  others  would  be  indicated  by  the  discussion  on 
the  bill.  Mr.  Walker  said  he  should  vote  against 
the  motion  to  take  up  the  bill,  because  he  hoped  the 
senate  would  take  up  to-day  the  subject  of  recog- 
nizingthe  independence  ofTexas.  Mr.  Calhoun  pre- 
ferred to  try  first  the  question  on  Mr.  Wright's  mo- 
tion, and,  if  that  should  fail,  the  question  on  Texas 
might  then  be  tried.  Mr.  Wright  said  if  the  sub- 
ject was  doubtful  in  the  minds  of  a majority  of  the 
senate,  he  was  not  disposed  to  worry  the  body. 
He  would  regard  a refusal  to  take  up  the  bill  now 
as  amounting  to  a refusal  to  act  upon  it  at  the  pre- 
sent session.  He  would,  therefore,  ask  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  question;  which  were  ordered. 
Mr.  Clay  said  he  should  certainly  vote  for  taking 
up  the  bill  now,  after  what  Mr.  W.  had  said,  be- 
cause a bill  passed  the  senate  at  the  last  session  for 
reducing  the  duties  on  all  the  articles  enumerated 
in  this  bill,  with  three  or  four  exceptions.  He 
wished  moreover  to  know  what  was  the  intention 
of  Mr.  W.  and  other  senators  on  this  subject,  and 
to  ascertain  whether  they  really  intended  to  pre- 
serve the  general  policy  of  the  compromise.  Mr. 
Webster  said  he  considered  it  as  very  important  that 
the  bill  should  be  taken  up.  He  deemed  it  the  in- 
dispensable duty  of  congress  to  reduce  the  tariff  so 
far  as  it  could  be  done  without  interfering  with 
protected  articles.  Mr.  Calhoun  also  urged  the 
importance  of  taking  up  the  bill  now,  and  hastening 
its  progress.  Mr.  iiuchanan  said  the  legislature  of 
Pennsylvania  had  instructed  him  and  his  colleague 
on  this  subject;  and  although  the  instructions  had 
not  yet  arrived,  he  knew  this  morning  that  they 
had  passed,  and  that  they  instructed  them  to  vote 
against  any  reduction  of  the  tariff  as  it  was  estab- 
lished in  March,  1833,  on  the  principle  that  to  touch 
this  subject  at  all  might  endanger  their  interests. 
Mr.  B.  confessed,  though  he  held  the  opinions  of 
the  legislature  in  high  respect,  that,  had  it  not  been 
for  these  instructions,  he  should  have  voted  to  take 
off  the  duties  entirely,  so  far  a*  it  would  not  in- 
terfere with  protection,  and  would  not  violate  the 
compromise  act;  and  he  would  have  done  it  on  the 
principle  of  throwing  useless  lumber  overboard  for 
the  purpose  of  saving  the  valuable  part  of  the  cargo. 
But  he  now  felt  bound  to  act  according  to  his  in- 
structions, and  would  certainly  bow  to  them  with 
the  utmost  deference  and  respect. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  hardly  thought  the  legislature 
of  Pennsylvania  had  gone  so  far  as  the  senator 


supposed.  The  compromise  act  had  expressly  pro-  | 
vided  that,  if  there  should  be  any  deficiency  in  the  I 
revenue,  it  should  be  made  up  by  increasing  the 
duty  on  articles  below  20  per  cent,  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  there  should  be  an  excess  of  revenue, 
it  should  be  remedied  by  a reduction  on  articles 
below  20  per  cent,  so  that,  with  the  exception  of 
three  or  four  articles,  this  bill  was  in  entire  ac- 
cordance with  the  compromise  act.  And,  so  far  from 
injuring  the  manufacturing  interest,  Mr.  C.  believ- 
ed it  would  be  beneficial  to  it.  They  therefore 
ought  not  to  hesitate  to  take  up  the  bill,  and  pass 
those  parts  of  it  which  would  not  interfere  with 
protection.  Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  was  very  much 
indebted  to  the  gentleman  for  his  commentary  on 
Mr.  B’s  instructions.  But,  under  his  favor,  he  would 
construe  them  for  himself.  (Mr.  B.  here  read  the 
instructions,  which  were  clear,  explicit  and  impe- 
rative). 

The  question  on  taking  up  the  bill  was  nowtried, 
and  carried  in  the  affirmative  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Brown, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Ewing, 
of  111.  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King, 
of  Alab.  King,  of  Geo.  Knight,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore, 
Morris,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Rives,  Robinson,  Southard,  Strange,  Swift, 
Tallmadge,  Tomlinson,  Walker,  Wall,  Webster, 
Wright — 38. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Kent,  McKean,  Rob- 
bins, Sevier,  Spence,  Tipton — 7. 

The  senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  took  up 
the  bill  to  reduce  the  tariff. 

Mr.  Wright  laid  before  the  senate  a letter  from 
Ellicott  & Co.  on  the  subject  of  the  manufacture 
of  chemicals,  the  small  amount  of  duty  that  would 
be  reduced,  and  the  great  injury  inflicted  on  our 
own  establishments  by  making  free  of  duty  the  ar- 
ticles of  aquafortis,  muriatic  acid,  bichromate  of 
potash,  chromate  of  potash,  prussiate  of  potash, 
tartaric  acid,  Prussian  blue,  calomel,  sulphate  of 
magnesia,  sulphate  of  quinine,  Rochelle  salts,  and 
tartar  emetic. 

Mr.  Webster,  after  a few  brief  remarks  on  the 
impropriety  of  taking  off'  the  duty  on  these  articles 
without  further  information,  moved  to  strike  them 
out  of  the  bill.  [The  bill  proposes  to  admit  them 
free  of  duty.] 

Mr.  Sevier  wished  to  except  the  articles  of  calo- 
mel, quinine  and  salts,  as  being  the  only  ones  in 
which  his  constituents  had  an  interest;  they  took 
large  quantities  of  them. 

After  a short  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  Knight, 
Kent,  Davis,  Linn,  Clay,  Buchanan,  Sevier  and  Cal- 
houn took  part,  the  question  was  put  on  striking 
out  the  residue  of  these  articles,  with  the  exception 
of  calomel,  salts  and  quinine,  and  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  put  separately  on  striking  out 
these,  (i.  e.  retaining  the  present  duty  upon  them), 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YE  AS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Buchanan,  Clay, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing,  of  Illinois,  Kent,  Knight, 
McKean,  Norvell,  Prentiss,  Southard,  Swift,  Tall- 
madge, Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webster — 18. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay- 
ton, Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  King,  of  Alabama, 
King,  of  Ga„  Linn,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Page, 
Parker,  Preston,  Rives,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Spence, 
Strange,  Tipton,  Walker,  Wright — 24. 

So  they  were  retained  in  the  bill  as  free  of  duty. 

Mr.  Davis  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  “worst- 
ed yarn.”  A debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Da- 
na, Cuthbert,  Preston,  Wright  and  Grundy  took 
part:  when  the  motion  prevailed — ayes  23,  noes  not 
counted.  So  worsted  yarn  was  stricken  from  the 
bill,  and  the  duty  upon  it  retained. 

Mr.  Davis  moved  to  strike  out  the  article  of 
“olive  oil;”  and  after  a debate  in  which  Messrs.  Da- 
vis, Niles,  Wright,  and  Cuthbert  participated,  the 
motion  was  negatived — ayes  15,  noes  19.  So  olive 
oil  was  left  free  of  duty. 

Mr.  Wall  moved  to  strike  out  “China,  porcelain, 
and  earthen  and  stone  ware;”  and  after  a debate,  in 
which  Messrs.  Wall,  Calhoun,  Buchanan,  Webster, 
Cuthbert,  and  Clay  took  part,  Mr.  Norvell  demand- 
ed the  yeas  and  nays,  in  order  that,  as  this  might  be 
considered  a test  question,  whether  the  senate 
would  or  would  not  interfere  with  the  compromise, 
the  opinions  of  senators  might  be  ascertained.  They 
were  ordered  accordingly,  and  stood  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  Clayton,  Davis,  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Hen- 
dricks, Kent,  Knight,  McKean,  Nicholas,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Robbins,  Southard,  Swift.  Tallmadge,  Tip- 
ton,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webster,  White — 24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Ew- 
ing, of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  of  Alabama, 
Linn,  Mouton,  Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker,  Rives, 
Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Walker, 
Wright— 20. 


So  the  article  was  stricken  out,  the  duty  retained, 
and  the  principle  laid  down  in  the  compromise  act 
cc^n plied  with. 

Mr.  Davis  next  moved  to  strike  out  the  article  of 
“common  salt.”  On  this  motion  a prolonged  debate 
ensued  of  great  interest  and  animation,  in  which 
Messrs.  Benton,  Wnghl,  and  Preston,  each  occupied 
the  floor  at  considerable  length,  and  in  which,  not 
merely  the  immediate  question  of  the  duty  on  salt, 
but  the  general  bearings  of  the  bill,  particularly  in 
its  relation  to  the  compromise  act  of  1833,  were  dis- 
cussed. 

Mr.  Davis  obtained  the  floor,  and  was  about  to 
address  the  senate,  when  on  motion  of  Mr.  Webster, 
the  senate,  at  half  past  five  o’clock,  adjourned. 

February  22.  After  several  petitions  had  been 
presented  and  referred,  and  several  bills  reported 
and  ordered  to  a second  reading, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White,  the  senate  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  Indian  department  for  1837. 

Mr.  T Vhite  explained,  at  some  length,  the  various 
provisions  of  the  bill,  and  the  several  amendments 
to  the  bill  proposed  by  the  committee  were  consi- 
dered and  adopted. 

Messrs.  Sevier,  Linn,  Calhoun  and  Tipton  partici- 
pated in  a discussion,  chiefly  relating  to  the  removal 
and  location  of  the  Indians;  the  most  of  which  was 
rendered  totally  unintelligible  to  the  reporter  by  the 
noise  and  lowness  of  speaking. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White,  the  bill  was  amended 
so  as  to  authorise  the  removal  of  the  Indians  to  the 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  generally,  instead  of  south 
west  of  the  Arkansas. 

The  bill  having  been  still  further  amended,  on 
motions  of  Messrs.  Sevier  and  White,  was  ordered 
to  a third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  the  bill  for  reducing 
the  tariff  was  postponed,  and  made  the  special  or- 
der for  to-morrow.  And 

The  bill  authorising  the  public  vessels  to  be  em- 
ployed on  our  coast  as  relief-vessels,  in  the  winter 
season,  was  considered  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  read- 
ing. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  the  bill  making  Jersey 
City  a port  of  entry,  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and 
amendments  offered  by  Messrs.  Davis  and  Walker 
were  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  bill;  when,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Tallmadge,  the  senate  adjourned  at 
half  past  one  o’clock. 

ROUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Feb.  17.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Patton,  the 
rule  of  the  house  was  suspended  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  up,  on  its  first  and  second  readipg,  the  bill 
from  the  senate  entitled  “an  act  supplementary  to 
the  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  judicial  sys- 
tem of  the  United  States.” 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gholson,  the  bill  having  been 
read  twice,  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grcnnell,  the  bill  from  the  se- 
nate providing  for  the  compensation  of  the  volun- 
teers from  Tennessee  and  other  western  states,  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee of  claims. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  state,  transmitting  state- 
ments showing  the  number  and  designation  of  the 
passengers  who  have  arrived  from  foreign  countries 
into  each  collection  district  of  the  United  States, 
and  in  each  quarter  during  the  year  1836,  according 
to  returns  made  to  the  secretary  of  state,  pursuant 
to  the  act  of  2d  March,  1S19,  regulating  passenger 
ships  and  vessels. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sutherland,  the  same  was  laid 
on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

R.  M.  Whitney  accused  of  a contempt  of  this 
house  having  been  placed  at  the  bar,  the  examina- 
tion of  witnesses  was  resumed. 

Saturday,  Feb.  18.  By  unanimous  consent,  Mr. 
Jenifer,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  memorial  of  the  tobacco  planters,  and 
the  resolutions  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  state 
of  Maryland,  upon  the  subject  of  high  rates  of  du- 
ty and  restrictions  imposed  by  foreign  governments 
upon  American  tabacco,  reported  the  following 
joint  resolution;  which  read  the  first  and  second 
time,  viz: 

Resolved,  kc.  That  the  president  be  requested  to 
instruct  the  ministers  and  other  representatives  of 
this  country  in  France,  England,  Russia,  Prussia, 
Holland  and  Germany,  to  negotiate  with  the  respec- 
tive governments  by  which  they  are  accredited  for 
a modification  of  the  duties  and  restrictions  upon 
tobacco  imported  from  the  United  States,  and  that 
he  be  also  requested  to  appoint  special  agents  to  ne- 
gotiate in  like  manner  with  the  governments  of 
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those  countries  into  which  tobacco  i3  imported  un- 
der similar  restrictions,  that  have  no  accredited  re- 
presentatives from  the  United  States. 

[This  resolution  was  accompanied  by  an  able  re- 
port, going  fully  into  the  subject,  which  we  shall 
publish  hereafter.] 

By  unanimous  consent,  Mr.  Howard,  from  the 
committee  on  foreign  affairs,  to  whom  the  presi- 
dent’s message  and  sundry  memorials  in  relation  to 
Texas  were  referred,  reported  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  were  read  and  laid  upon  the  table,  viz: 

Resolved  by  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  That  the  independence  of  the  government 
of  Texas  ought  to  be  recognized. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  directed  to  provide  in  the  bill  for  the  civil  and  di- 
plomatic expenses  of  the  government,  a salary  and 
outfit  for  such  public  agent  as  the  president  may 
determine  to  send  to  Texas. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  war  ad  interim,  enclosing  a com- 
munication from  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  topo- 
graphical bureau,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that, 
for  the  reason  therein  stated,  it  has  not  been,  and 
will  not  be,  during  the  present  session  of  congress, 
in  the  power  of  this  departmnnt  to  comply  with  the 
resolutions  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  21st 
of  March  and  11th  of  April  last,  requiring  charts 
of  the  harbors  of  Princeton,  Nantucket,  Great 
Point  and  Holmes’  Hole.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of 'war  ad  interim,  enclosing  a report 
and  plan  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 
White  Hall,  New  York,  required  by  a resolution  of 
the  house  of  representatives’ of  the  13th  inst.  Or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Reuben  M.  Whitney,  charged  with  a contempt 
of  the  delegated  authority  of  the  house,  in  refusing 
to  appear  before  the  select  committee  of  which  the 
hon.  Henry  A.  Wise  is  chairman,  was  again  brought 
to  the  bar  of  the  house.  The  examination  of  wit- 
nesses was  resumed,  and  the  house  was  occupied 
therein  until  ten  o’clock,  at  which  hour  the  house 
adjourned. 

[It  is  understood  that  there  is  yet  other  testimony 
to  be  given.] 

Monday,  Feb.  20.  An  ineffectual  motion  was  made 
by  Mr.  Shields  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  so 
much  of  the  journal  of  Saturday  as  contained  the 
record  of  testimony  given  on  that  day  in  the  case  of 
Reuben  M.  Whitney. 

The  journal  having  been  read, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gholson,  of  Mississippi,  Reuben 
M.  Whitney  charged  with  a contempt  of  the  dele- 
ated  authority  of  this  house,  in  refusing  to  appear 
efore  the  select  committee,  of  which  the  non. 
Henry  A.  Wise  is  chairman,  in  obedience  to  a sum- 
mons issued  for  that  purpose,  was  again  brought  to 
the  bar  of  the  house.  . 

The  examination  of  witnesses  was  resumed,  and 
continued,  with  a good  deal  of  intermediate  debate 
on  the  course  of  examination. 

At  a late  hour,  a resolution  was  offered  by  Mr. 
Lane  to  discharge  R.  M.  Whitney  from  custody; 
which  (debate  having  been  cut  off  by  the  previous 
question)  was  adopted — yeas  102,  nays  70. 

And  R.  M.  Whitney  was  thereupon  discharged. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  21.  Mr.  Pickens  moved  to  amend 
the  journal  so  as  to  state  thereon  that  Mr.  Gholson, 
of  Mississippi,  chairman  of  the  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  house  to  conduct  the  examina- 
tion in  the  case  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  stated,  be- 
fore the  vote  of  last  evening  to  discharge  Whitney, 
that  he  had  propounded  fourteen  questions  to  ano- 
ther witness,  which  were  in  the  progress  of  being  an- 
swered. [This  statement,  Mr.  P.  said,  was  made 
just  after  Mr.  Lane  handed  in  his  resolution  pro- 
viding for  the  discharge  of  R.  M.  Whitney.'] 

The  speaker  said  it  had  not  been  usual  to  make 
such  entries  on  the  journal,  which  was  a record  of 
roceedings,  simply,  and  not  at  all  a register  of  de- 
ates. 

After  a few  remarks  from  Messrs.  Pickens,  Cush- 
ing, and  G.  Lee,  the  proposed  amendment  was  dis- 
agreed to. 

By  general  consent,  Mr.  Adams  presented  a let- 
ter from  the  governor  of  the  commonwealth  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, in  relation  to  the  claim  of  that  state  on 
the  government;  which  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Adams  asked  leave  to  present  certain  peti- 
tions; which  being  objected  to,  Mr.  A.  moved  to 
suspend  the  rule  until  2 o’clock  for  the  purpose  of 
calling  for  petitions  in  the  order  of  states  and  terri- 
tories. Mr.  A.  remarked  that  he  had  in  his  pos- 
session one  hundred  and  forty-one  petitions  and 
memorials,  which  he  desired  to  present;  and  asked 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the 
rule  for  that  purpose,  which  the  house  refused;  and 
the  question  being  taken,  the  rule  was  not  suspended. 


Several  ineffectual  motions  were  made  to  suspend 
the  rule  for  the  introduction  of  resolutions,  &c. 

The  unfinished  business  was  the  report  heretofore 
made  by  Mr.  Howard,  from  the  committee  on  foreign 
! affairs,  in  relation  to  Texas,  and  which  is  composed 
of  the  two  following  resolutions: 

Resolved  by  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States,  That  the  independence  of  the  government  of 
Texas  oughtto  be  recognized. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  directed  to  provide  in  the  bill  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  the  government,  a salary  and 
outfit  for  such  public  agent  as  the  president  may 
determine  to  send  to  Texas. 

Mr.  Howard  said  he  thought  itwould  not  be  cour- 
teous to  the  other  committees  of  the  house  to  press 
these  resolutions  at  this  time,  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
reports  from  other  committees,  who  had  been  pre- 
vented for  the  last  ten  days  from  making  them.  As 
the  house  had  been  kind  enough  to  allow  him,  by 
unanimous  consent,  to  introduce  this  report  at  an 
unusual  hour,  he  was  not  inclined  to  press  it  this 
morning.  He  would  inquire  from  the  chairwhether, 
if  he  submitted  a motion  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  until  Thursday  morning, 
for  the  purpose  indicated,  the  resolution*  would 
come  up  in  anticipation  of  all  other  business? 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a long  and  desultory  de- 
bate, which  resulted  in  laying  the  whole  subject  on 
the  table — yeas  93,  nays  86.  Mr.  Williams  moved 
to  reconsider  the  vote — when  Mr.  A.  Mann  moved 
to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table,  which 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  yeas  106,  nays  90. 

The  speaker  said  it  would  not  be  in  order  to  sub- 
mit the  motion  to-day,  but  that  it  would  be  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  Lewis  said  he  hoped  the  friends  of  Texas 
would  adopt  that  course. 

The  speaker  presented  a message  from  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a report  from 
the  *ecretary  of  state,  and  accompanying  documents 
on  the  subject  of  our  relations  with  Peru. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  message  and  docu- 
ments were  referred  to  the  same  committee  of  the 
whole  to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  William  Tudor;  and  were  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed. 

Mr.  Peyton  asked  the  consent  of  the  house  to  sub- 
mit a resolution  that  the  house  issue  a subpoena, 
signed  by  the  speaker,  to  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  re- 
quiring him  to  appear  before  the  committee  to  an- 
swer certain  interrogatories  which  he  sent  to  the 
chair.  [These  interrogatories  are  directed  to  the 
fact  of  the  authorship  of  an  anonymous  letter  ac- 
companying Reuben  M.  Whitney’s  letter  tothepre- 
sidentofthebank  ofBurlington,  Vermont,  and  which 
said  letter  Mr.  W.  referred  to  as  coming  from  an  in- 
dividual high  in  the  confidence  of  the  executive.] 

Mr.  P,  said  that  the  committee,  by  a majority  of 
one,  had  refused  to  summon  Reuben  M.  Whitney, 
because  they  doubted  their  power  to  do  so;  for  this 
reason  he  had  made  application  to  the  house. 

Objections  having  been  made,  Mr.  P.  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered;  and  were — yeas  86,  nays 
97.  So  the  rule  was  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Peyton  then  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule 
to  enable  him  to  offer  a resolution  that  a subpoena  be 
issued  to  require  Reuben  M.  Whitney  to  appear  at 
the  bar  of  the  house  to  answer  the  said  interrogatory. 
Mr.  P.  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  or- 
dered; and  were — yeas  76,  nays  102.  So  the  rule 
was  not  suspended. 

The  remainder  of  this  day’s  session  was  occupied 
in  considering  the  navy  appropriation  bill  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  22.  A large  number  of  reports 
were  made  this  day,  principally  by  the  committee 
on  claims,  all  of  which,  calling  for  the  action  of  the 
house,  will  be  duly  noticed  when  before  it. 

Mr.  D.  J.  Pearce,  from  the  committee  on  com- 
merce, reported  a bill  declaring  the  assent  of  con- 
gress to  an  act  of  the  state  of  North  Carolina  for  the 
relief  of  sick  and  disabled  American  seamen. 

The  bill  having  been  read  twice,  Mr.  D.  J. 
Pearce,  moved  that  it  be  engrossed  for  a third  read- 
ing. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Parker,  D.  J. 
Pearce,  McKay,  Reed  and  Camberleng,  the  said  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKeon, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  re- 
solution directing  t'.ie  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
expeniency  of  regulating  the  pilots  in  the  several 
ports  of  the  United  States.  The  committee  report- 
| ed  at  length  upon  the  same;  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Jarvis,  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs, 
upon  the  resolution  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  re- 


lative to  a dry  dock,  reported  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  w as  read  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be  di- 
rected to  cause  an  examination  to  be  made  of  the 
various  positions  not  heretofore  examined,  w ithin 
the  waters  of  New  York  bay  and  its  vicinity,  which 
are  adapted  to  the  establishment  and  construction 
of  dry  docks,  and  to  report  their  comparative  ad- 
vantages and  disadvantages  to  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives at  the  opening  of  the  next  session  of  con- 
gress. 

Mr.  Galbraith,  from  the  select  committee  upon 
the  subject  of  banking  operations  and  the  re-issues 
of  the  notek  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  re- 
ported a bill  providing  for  the  punishment  of  re- 
issuing the  notes  of  the  late  bank  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Everett  took  thii  occasion  to  disclaim  any 
participation  in  the  bill  or  report,  never  having 
seen  either.  The  committee  met  soon  after  their 
appointment,  when  nothing  was  done.  They  were 
to  wait  the  call  of  their  chairman  for  their  next 
meeting.  He  now  understood  they  had  had  a meet- 
ing some  days  since,  but  of  this  he  had  had  no 
notice  to  attend.  The  first  notice  he  had  was  yester- 
day, when  the  chairman  said  that  the  committee 
proposed  meeting  that  evening,  at  the  lodings  of 
one  of  the  members.  Mr.  E.  informed  him  that  he 
was  too  much  indisposed  to  go  out  in  the  evening, 
but  would  attend  any  morning  in  the  committee 
room  at  the  house.  He  therefore  disclaimed  all 
share,  or  merit  or  responsibility  for  the  bill  or  re- 
port. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Maine,  moved  that  5,000  copies 
be  printed.  [Lies  over.] 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported,  with  amendments,  the  senate  bills  entitled 
“an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  an  act 
to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States,” 
and  “an  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  act  for  the 
punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States,”  approved  30th  April,  1790,  and,  without 
amendment,  the  senate  bill  to  extend  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States  for 
the  district  of  Arkansas.  The  last  mentioned  bill 
was  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Hannegan  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule  to 
enable  him  to  submit  a motion,  that  the  hou»e 
would  take  a recess  this  day  from  half  past  one  to 
four  o’clock. 

Objections  having  been  made,  Mr.  If.  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rules  to  allow  him  to  make  the 
motion.  On  that  motion  Mr.  E.  Whittlesey  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and  were — 
yeas  103,  nays  76,  (not  two-thirds.)  So  the  rule 
was  not  suspended. 

Several  other  ineffectual  attempts  were  made  to 
suspend  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  bu- 
siness not  in  order. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  relative  to 
claims  to  lands  in  Louisiana,  in  obedience  to  a re- 
solution of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  26th 
December  last. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  passed 
to  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  took  up  the  naval  ap- 
propriation bill;  and  after  some  time  had  been  oc- 
cupied in  considering  the  item  ($400,000)  for  fit- 
ting out  the  ship  Pennsylvania,  which  was  advocat- 
ed at  length  by  Mr.  Sutherland,  and  opposed  by 
Mr.  Jarvis.  The  latter  gentleman  was  proceeding, 
when  Mr.  Williams,  of  Kentucky,  raised  the  point 
whether  it  was  in  order  for  the  gentleman  of  Maine 
to  proceed,  there  being  no  quorum  present.  And 
the  very  gentlemen  (Mr.  W.  said)  who  had  voted 
against  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hanneg&n  to  suspend  the 
rule  were  now  absent  from  the  house.  The  chair 
(Mr.  Craig,  of  Virginia)  at  first  decided  that  it  was 
in  order  for  debate  to  proceed;  but,  on  subsequent 
reference  to  parliamentary  law,  decided  that,  in  the 
absence  of  a quorum,  business  mu3t  be  suspended. 
The  chair  then  counted  the  members,  and  ascer- 
tained that  eighty  members  only  were  present. — 
[No  quorum].  After  some  desultory  conversation, 
Mr.  Briggs  moved  the  house  adjourn.  Mr.  E.  Whit- 
tlesey asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered,  and  were:  yeas  44,  nays  69.  [No  quorum 
voting].  But  the  majority  of  members  present  re- 
fused to  adjourn.  Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  a call  of 
the  house;  which  motion  was  rejected.  Mr.  Mer- 
cer suggested  that  a quorum  was  now  present,  and 
the  speaker  having  counted,  ascertained  that  106 
members  only  were  within  the  bar.  Mr.  Boyd 
said  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  no  quorum 
would  be  present.  He  moved  an  adjournment. 
Mr.  Cambreleng  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered;  and  thereupon  Mr.  B.  withdrew  his 
motion.  Various  other  propositions  for  calls  of  the 
house  for  a recess,  and  for  adjournment,  were  made 
and  rejected;  when  Messrs.  Granger  and  Briggs, 
having  been  appointed  tellers,  to  ascertain  the  nuin- 
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ber  of  members  present,  reported  one  hundred  and 
eleven.  [No  quorum.]  Alter  some  other  irregu- 
lar motions,  Mr.  Wise  moved  that  the  sergeant-at- 
arms  be  directed  to  go  to  the  president’s  house,  and 
invite  the  members  of  this  house  to  return.  Mr. 
Reynolds  moved  that  the  house  adjourn.  Mr.  Cam- 
breleng  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  or- 
dered, and  were,  yeas  47,  nays  70.  [No  quorum 
voting.]  But  the  majority  of  those  present  refused 
to  adjourn.  After  various  other  propositions,  which 
were  not  entertained,  Mr.  Hannegan  moved  that 
the  house  adjourn.  Mr.  E.  Whittlesey  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and  were  yeas 
63,  nays  56.  So  the  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
house  adjourned,  (3  o’clock). 

Thursday’s  proceedings. 

In  the  senate.  After  other  business  had  been  dis- 
posed of,  which  will  be  noticed  in  our  next,  the  bill 
of  Mr.  Clay  to  distribute  for  a limited  time  among 
the  several  states  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  coming  up  in  its  order, 

Mr.  Clay  said  he'  was  confident  there  would  be 
no  surplus  of  revenue  if  pending  measures  should 
be  fulfilled.  He  would  therefore  not  press  the  bill 
at  this  moment,  and  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table, 
which  was  done  accordingly. 

The  senate  continued  to  debate  the  general  sub- 
ject of  the  reduction  of  the  tariff,  till  the  Intelli- 
gencer of  yesterday  went  to  press.  No  decision 
had  then  been  had  on  the  duty  upon  salt. 

In  the  house  of  representatives.  Mr.  Cambreleng, 
from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  reported  the 
senate  bill  entitled  <;an  act  designating  and  limiting 
the  funds  receivable  for  the  revenues  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  following  amendment  as  section  4: 

“And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  part  of  this 
act  shall  be  construed  as  repealing  any  existing  law 
relative  to  the  collection  of  the  revenue  from  cus- 
toms or  public  lands,  in  the  legal  currency,  or  as 
substituting  bank  notes  of  any  description  as  a law- 
ful currency  of  coin,  as  provided  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States;  nor  to  deprive  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  of  the  power  to  direct  the  col- 
lectors or  the  receivers  of  tne  public  revenue,  whe- 
ther derived  from  duties,  taxes,  debts  or  sales  of 
public  lands,  not  to  receive  in  payment  of  any  sums 
due  to  the  United  States  the  notes  of  any  bank  or 
banks  which  the  said  secretary  may  have  reason 
to  believe  unworthy  of  credit,  or  which  he  appre- 
hends may  be  compelled  to  suspend  specie  pay- 
ments.” 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  bill,  with  the 
amendment,  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  take 
their  place  on  the  speaker’s  table. 

A number  of  petitions,  reports  and  resolutions 
having  been  disposed  of,  a resolution  wa3  offered 
by  Mr.  Cambreleng,  that  from  and  after  this  day,  the 
daily  hour  of  meeting  of  the  house  shall  be  ten 
o’clock,  and  that  there  shall  be  a recess  on  each  day 
from  three  till  half  past  4 o’clock,  which  was,  after 
several  attempts  to  amend  it,  adopted. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  unfinished  business, 
being  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  naval 
service  of  1837,  which  was  amended  and  passed. 

After  numerous  ineffectual  motions  in  relation  to 
other  bills,  the  house,  on  motion  of  Mr,  Cambreleng, 
went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  Mr.  Sutherland  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  army 
for  the'  year  1837,  and  was  thus  engaged  at  our  last 
advices  from  Washington. 
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Growth  of  cotton  in  the  U.  States.  An  article  in  a 
late  number  of  the  Mobile  Register  gives  an  inter- 
esting account  of  the  cotton  growth  of  the  United 
States.  It  says  that  in  only  fourofthe  states,  Ala- 
bama, Mississippi,  Louisiana  and  Florida,  has  the 
cultivation  of  cotton  increased.  The  whole  of  the 
crop  of  the  United  States  in  1836,  was  estimated  at 
480,000,000  of  pounds.  The  number  of  field  hands, 
as  correctly  as  could  be  ascertained,  was  supposed 
to  be  340,000  valued  at  %800  each.  The  total  capi- 
tal invested  in  the  growth  of  cotton  in  the  U.  States 
was  estimated  at.$800,000,000.  The  great  increase 
in  the  demand  of  slaves  has  enhanced  their  value 
enormously,  and  therefore,  the  above  may  be  con- 
sidered as  falling  far  short  of  the  actual  value  of  pro- 
perty invested  in  the  cultivation  of  cotton. 

Banking  in  Mississippi.  The  legislature  of  Mis- 
sissippi have  passed  an  act  incorporating  the  Missis- 
sippi Union  bank,  with  a capital  of  fifteen  and  a 
half  millions  of  dollars.  It  is  to  be  located  at  Jack- 
son,  the  seat  of  government,  and  to  have  branches 
in  different  parts  of  the  state,  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  citizens  generally. 

Money  in  the  south.  A few  days  ago  the  books 
were  opened  at  Savannah  for  the  subscription  of  the 
capital  stock  of  the  Savannah  insurance  and  trust 


company — $500,000  divided  into  5,000  shares  of 
$100  each.  So  great  was  the  competition  for  the 
stock  that  when  the  books  were  finally  closed  it  wras 
found  that  no  less  than  342,202  shares  had  been 
subscribed,  on  which  thirty  percent,  or  $10,261,260 
had  been  paid  at  the  time  of  subscription. 

Resignation  of  Daniel  Webster.  The  Boston 
“Courier”  of  the  17th  inst.  says — “We  have  seen  a 
letter  from  a gentleman  at  Washington,  written  on 
Tuesday,  which  says,  Mr.  Webster  assured  me  to- 
day, that  he  should  resign  his  seat  in  the  senate  at 
the  end  of  the  session.  He  says  he  has  been  four- 
teen years  in  succession  a member  of  congress,  from 
our  state,  and  now  must  take  a respite  to  attend  to 
his  own  private  affairs.” 

Indiana.  The  legislature  of  this  state  adjourned 
sine  die,  on  the  6th  in3t.  Her  portion  of  the  surplus 
has  been  divided — one  half  placed  in  bank,  the  in- 
terest to  be  applied  to  internal  improvement;  the 
other  half  to  be  loaned  out  by  con  nty  commissioners, 
and  the  interest  to  be  applied  to  the  supportof  com- 
mon schools. 

A valuable  pine  tree.  A tree  which  grew  on  some 
timber  lands  in  Cuba,  Allegany  co.  was  felled  and 
cut  into  saw  logs  last  month.  *It  produced  18  mill 
logs,  nine  of  which  were  12  feet  long,  and  the 
others  16  feet  long.  These  18  logs,  when  sawed, 
would  average  300  feet  of  inch  boards,  one-half 
clear  stuff.  The  boards  obtained  from  the  single 
tree  are  worth,  on  the  spot,  ninety  dollars!  A very 
handsome  dividend.  [ Albany  Journal. 

Mr.  Loyall  of  the  Norfolk  district  in  Virginia, 
will  not  be  a candidate  for  re-election  to  congress. 

Large  oxen.  Two  oxen  raised  in  New  Bedford, 
were  slaughtered  this  week,  which  weighed  when 
dressed  2,800  lbs.  The  weight  of  each  of  them  was 
as  follows — 1st  ox,  one  side  585  lbs.  one  do.  577, 
tallow  203,  hide  130 — total  1,495  lbs.  2d  ox,  one 
side  512  lbs.  one  do.  511,  tallow  163,  hide  119. 

Flow  in  Troy,  New  York.  The  last  Troy  Budget 
says  that  there  is  less  flour  now  in  Troy,  and  less 
wheat,  than  has  been  found  here,  at  the  same  sea- 
son of  the  year,  for  many  years  past.  Let  a few 
facts  and  comparisons  illustrate  our  position.  Last 
year  at  this  time  there  were  in  the  city  nearly 
30,000  barrels  of  flour.  At  this  time  the  whole 
quantity  does  not  exceed  4,000  barrels.  Then  flour 
sold  at  7 dollars,  now  at  12  dollars  per  barrel.  One 
house  had  at  this  time  last  year,  wheat  on  hand 
sufficient  for  2,000  bbls.  of  flour.  At  this  time  there 
are  not  200  bushels  of  wheat  here.  Such  is  the  dif- 
ference found  by  the  contrast  between  the  winters 
of  1836  and  1837.  It  is  believed  by  experienced 
men  that  the  supply  of  flour  in  the  city  now  is  not 
more  than  sufficient  for  3 or  4 weeks  ordinary  de- 
mand. 

It  is  stated  as  a fact,  which  redounds  much  to  the 
credit  of  Adams  county,  Pennsylvania,  that  there 
is  not  a single  individual  confined  in  the  public  pri- 
son at  this  time,  either  for  crime  or  debt. 

Herring.  The  Yarmouth  (Mass.)  Register  re- 
lates of  this  interesting  fish,  that,  in  the  year  1831, 
Ebenezer  Nye  and  others,  of  Falmouth,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  admitting  herring,  opened  an  outlet  from  a 
fresh  water  pond,  through  the  land,  to  the  sea.  To 
give  the  experiment  a fair  trial,  they  put  a few  dozen 
of  live  herrings  into  the  pond.  The  second  year  af- 
ter a few  herrings  were  observed  ascending  the  out- 
let into  the  pond,  and  since  their  numbers  have  been 
annually  increasing?  Last  year  twenty-five  barrels 
were  taken. 

A snow  storm  in  Vermont.  The  annexed  sketch  of 
a real  snow  storm  is  from  a late  letter: 

“Never  talk  to  me  again  about  snow  storms;  yon 
know  nothing  about  them.  I wish  you  could  just 
peep  at  the  snow  here;  we  are  almost  buried  in  it. 
Absolutely,  when  Jimmy  went  on  Monday  morning 
to  milk  the  cows,  he  was  obliged  to  jump  out  of  the 
second  story  window,  the  doors  could  not  be  opened; 
of  course  he  was  buried,  but  as  the  snow  was  light, 
he  scrambled  out.  In  the  course  of  the  day,  with 
the  assistance  of  men  and  horses,  we  got  a little 
cleared  out,  so  that  it  was  possible  to  get  to  the  wood 
shed,  at  least.” 

Nc-ah-mi-co,  a distinguished  chief  and  warrior  of 
the  Creek  nation,  died  a few  weeks  ago  near  Fort 
Gibson.  He  was  one  of  the  principal  hostile  chiefs 
who  committed  the  late  massacres  in  Alabama,  and 
was  among  the  first  party  of  emigrants  who  were 
sent  through  Arkansas  state  last  fall  to  their  new 
country. 

Gen.  Scott.  A public  dinner,  in  testimony  of  con- 
tinued personal  regard  and  undiminished  confidence 
in  his  gallantry  and  patriotism,  was  last  week  ten- 
dered tomaj.  gen.  Winfield  Scott,  at  Richmond, 
by  a number  of  citizens,  and  members  of  the  legis- 
lature of  Virginia.  It  was  declined  by  the  general, 
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on  the  ground  of  the  delicacy  of  his  position,  as  a 
military  maD,  with  the  result  of  an  official  inquiry- 
in  his  case  then  yet  in  suspense,  (which  has  been 
since  still  further  suspended  by  the  executive). 

Gen.  Gaines,  has  addressed  the  following  to  the 
editor  of  the  Frederick  (Md.)  ,‘Tmes.,, 

The  editor  of  “the  Times”  of  Frederick,  Md.  is 
respectfully  requested  to  notify  the  author  of  “An 
Acrostic,”  which  appeared  in  the  Times  of  Thurs- 
day last,  apparently  intended  for  me,  inasmuch  as  it 
embraces  my  name,  that  I have  no  claim  whatever 
to  the  honors  of  the  victory  usually  designated  “the 
sortie”  from  Fort  Erie.  Our  excellent  general,  Ja- 
cob Brown,  was  justly  entitled  to  all  the  honors  due 
to  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  division  in  the 
achievement  of  that  glorious  victory.  Respectfully, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

Edmund  P.  Gaines,  U.  S.  army. 

February  20,  1837. 

The  Legislature  of  Alabama  adjourned  an  the  23d 
ult.  after  the  passage  of  179  acts.  One  of  the  acts 
passed  by  them  raised  the  salaries  of  all  the  judges 
in  the  state. 

They  also  incorporated  a number  of  rail  road  com- 
panies, as  follows: 

The  Linden  rail  road  company;  Mobile  and  New 
Orleans  do.  do.;  Eagle  rail  road  and  lumber  company; 
Florida  and  Georgia  rail  road  do;  rail  road  from  the 
Mississippi  line  to  Mobile;  Lexington  and  Wood- 
ville  rail  road  company;  Selma  and  Tennessee  do. 
do.;  Tallapoosa  and  Coosa  do.  do.;  city-  of  Alabama 
and  Montgomery-  do.  do. 

Valuable  recipes.  How  to  make  flour  cheap. — 
Destroy  it.  How  to  make  rents  cheap.  Tear  down 
the  houses.  How  to  make  meat  cheap.  Extermi- 
nate the  cattle.  [N.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 

To  which  the  Philadelphia  Herald  adds — 

“How  to  make  money  plenty.  Drive  foreign 
capital  out  of  the  country,  by  shoicing  Europeans  that 
there  is  no  protection  for  property  or  vested  rights  in 
this  country .” 

Soup  houses.  The  following  is  believed  to  be  a 
correct  statement  of  the  number  of  persons  supnlied 
at  four  of  the  soup  houses  in  Philadelphia.  There 
is  a fifth,  for  which  no  return  has  been  had: 


Adults. 

Children. 

Southern 

250 

450 

N.  Liberties 

423 

649 

Southwark 

220 

860 

Spring  Garden 

148 

250 

1,041 

2,179—1 

Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  content  of  the  senate.  George  A.  Porter,  to 
be  consul  of  the  United  States,  for  the  port  of  Con- 
stantinople. 

AVilliam  H.  Tracey,  to  be  consul  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  port  of  Guayama,  in  the  island  of 
Porto  Rico. 

William  B.  Slaughter,  to  be  secretary  for  the  ter- 
ritory of  Wisconsin. 

A deaf  and  dumb  printer  and  editor.  A newspa- 
per has  been  established  at  Canajoharie,  in  New 
York,  printed,  published  and  edited  by  Levi  S. 
Backus,  deaf  and  dumb,  a native  of  Hebron,  (Ct.) 
and  educated  as  a charity  scholar  in  the  asylum  at 
Hartford. 

Missouri.  The  population  of  Missouri  is  esti- 
mated at  244,208  inhabitants,  of  whom  40,540  are 
slaves.  There  are  fitly  counties  in  the  state,  St. 
Louis  being  the  largest,  containing  19,993  inhabi- 
tants. 

Missouri,  so  rich  in  internal  resources,  promises 
to  possess  one  of  the  greatest  iron  companies  in  the 
world.  A charter  was  recently  obtained  by  a com- 
pany to  work  the  two  celebrated  Iron  mountains  of 
that  state  which  they  possess.  The  capital  is  five 
millions.  A bed  of  anthracite  has  happily  bean 
discovered  near  the  Iron  mountains. 

A new  freak.  The  Oswego  Advertiser  states  that, 
“in  a cavern  in  the  side  of  a small  mountain  in  the 
Niagara  district,  U.  Canada,  water  is  continually 
oozing  from  the  rock.  This  water  freezes  in  sum- 
mer and  dissolves  in  winter;  that  as  water  grows 
cold  in  autumn  and  winter  the  ice  melts  away,  but 
as  spring  opens  it  begins  to  freeze,  and  form  large 
icicles,  so  that  by  harvest,  they  may  be  convenient- 
ly used  to  make  ice  water.  Let  those  who  arc 
versed  in  the  freaks  of  nature  give  us  the  why  and 
wherefore  of  this  strange  variation  fiom  her  general 
laws.” 

Hay  imported  into  Boston  from  Scotland,  has 
been  sold  at  from  $22  to  $25  per  ton. 

The  anti-masonic  state  committee  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, has  issued  a call  for  a state  convention  to  be 
held  on  the  22d  May  next. 


